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Bass  Fishing  near  Plymouth,  47 
Borrow,  George,  The  House  on  Oulton 

Broad  in  which  died,  153 

Brehm,  Dr.  Horst,  64 

B.S.A.S.  Exhibition,  236,  260 

B.S.A.S.  Gold  Medallists,  464 

British  Columbia,  Kamloops,  238 

Burgess'  Alarm  Guns,  104 

Carrick  and  Glen  Rivers.  84,  85 

Casting  from  the  Reel,  9,  30 

Chub,  The  Record,  293 

Cod  Bitten  by  Shark,  292  | 

Deal  Competition,  274;  Cup,  177 

Deutsche  Anglerbund,  Diploma  to  Mr. 

R.  B.  Marston.  65 
Deveron,  The,  139,  452 
Device  for  Weedy  Waters,  134 
Donegal,  Port  and  Sessiagh  Loughs,* 

258,  259  &  e  . 

Edinburgh  Walton  Club  Tropliy,  449 
"  Fishing  Days  and  Fishing  Ways," 
,    from,  312  o  . 
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Flags  from   the  New   York  Anglers' 

Club,  418 
Fly  Identified,  The,  63 
Fly    Fisherman    and    the  Amateur 

Photographer,  The,  437 
French  Barn  on  Fire,  The,  155 
Gordon  Castle.  Two  Views,  330,  331 
Handling  the  Rod,  311 
Hook,  The  Sliced,  192 
Huchen,  Dr.  Heintz's  Two  Brace,  417 
Inishowen,  Two  Views,  348 
Kelly  of  DubUn,  Martin,  103  I 
Kelso,  Entrance  into,  432 
KiUin  and  Falls  of  Dochart,  5 
King.  H.M.  the,  as  an  Angler,  219 
Kingfishers,  Mr.  Wadham  and,  6,  7 
Ivnots,  192,  233,  253,  272,  290 
Laira  Bridge,  47 
Lamp,  Shaw's  Fishing,  4 
Loch  Awe,  451 
Loch  Laggan,  450 
Loch  Lomond,  Inchmerin,  433 


Lucerne,  50 

Lug  worm,  385 

Marking  Salmon,  257 

"  Nature's  Carol  Singers,"  from,  410 

Not  Caught  Yet  !  434 

Orange  River  Colony,  Angling  in.  -195 

Osea  Island,  329 

Paris  Competition.  The,  235 

Pike,  430 

Pike,  Cel.  Thornton  Playing  a  Big,  468 
Pike  Fishing,  1800  and  1900,  436 
Piscatorial  Beauty,  A,  140 
Pollack  Fishing,  isle  of  Man,  428 
Queen,  H.M.  the.  Photographs  by,  2,  3 
Roach,  216  ;  and  Dace,  Mr.  Moufflet's 

Avon,  328 
Rudd,    Messrs.    White    and  Corfe's 

Record  Catch  of,  8 
Salmon,  British  Columbia,  A  521b.,  418 
Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Codroy,  367 
Salmon,  Largest  1906  Scottish,  383 
Salmon,  Mackay,  Mr.  G.  M.,  and  his 

3811b.,  347 


Sammy,  421 

Sea  Fisherman,  The,  Illustrations  from 

(see  Tackle,  etc.) 
Semmerwater,  427,  453 
Shark  Cavight  at  Venice,  U.S.A.,  157 
Snapping  Casting  Lines,117,133,191,192 
Spey  Cast,  The,  48,  49,  79 
Split-Cane  and  Greenheart,  415 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.  (see  also 
Knots),  9,  10,  25,  27,  29,  46,  83,  101, 
104,  140,  218,  276,  291,  313,  326,  327, 
349,  350,  362,  365,  381,  413,  423,  464, 
469,  482 

Tarpon,  Three  Brace,  5501b.,  402 
Teme,  The,  Three  Views,  105 
Tenby,  A  Morning's  Catch,  80 
Trout,  A  Gamey,  194 
Trout  Weighing  51  lb..  Forty,  195 
Turbot,  Mr.  Wrightson's  Fine,  197 
Turnbull,  Mr.  R.,  Winner  of  the  Loch 

Leven  Championship,  210 
Wick  at  High  Wycombe,  The,  294 


A.B.S.  Competition  at  Richmond,  410 
^'  A.  C.  S." — A  Good  Day,  106 
"  A.  H."— Angling  at  Maldon,  156 
A.  R."— A  Creel  of  261b.  of  Trout  in 
Eight    Hours,    404;     A    Day  on 
Achanalt,    329  ;     A    Day's  Good 
Sport  on  Loch  Coinag,  120 
"  Abe."— On  Sea  Fishing,  423 
Achanalt,  A  Day  on,  329 
Actual  Fact,  An,  194 
Adders  Swallow  their  Y'oime  ?  Do  174 
193  g        ,    /  , 

All  but  a  Blank,  and  How  I  Broke  the 
Law  !  487 

Allcock  and  Co.'s  Annual  Outing,  16  ; 

Coming  of  Age  Celebration,  463 
AUum,  Dr.  C.  E.— How  to  Become  a 

Champion  Angler,  50 
Alton,    A.    W.— Common  -  Sense  in 

Coarse  Fishing,  400 
"  Amateur  Angler,  The."— In  Search 

of  Rest  and  Quiet,  154,  176  ;  Review 

of  "  Nature's  Carol  Singers,"  419  • 

the  Fool  and  the  Fly,  422 
American  Notes,  2 

American  Views  on  Fly  and  Bait 
Casting  Clubs  and  Tournaments,  314 

Amphlett,  F.  H.— Fishing  the  Thames 
at  Battersea  and  Chelsea,  275  ;  A 
Thames  Angler  on  the  Tweed,  68 

Anglers  should  support  those  who 
Protect  Fishing,  136 

Angling  Championship,  English,  251, 

Ansell,  O.  D.— A  Day  on  the  Axe,  296 
Answers  to  Correspondents,  23,  41  6] 
97,  133,  149,  171,  189,  289,  307,  325* 
359,  463 
Anti-Midge,  etc.,  81,  100 
Antwerp,  Hunting  and  Fishing  Exhibi- 
tion at,  363 
Appendicitis,  28 
Arun,  Angling  in  the,  86 
Association  of  Fly  Casting  Clubs,  195 
Associations,  Weekly 
Autumn  in  Cornwall,  385 
Autumn  Prospects  in  the  North,  85 
Axe,  A  Day  on  the,  296 


ARTICLES  AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 


Bream  in  New  South  Wales,  197 
Brehm,  Dr.  Horst,  64 
British  Columbia,  Resort  for  American 

Fishermen,  217,  238 
I  British  Officers  and  Egyptian  Pigeons, 

47 

Brown,  A.  R.  H.— A  Revival  of  For- 
tune, 420 

Brown,  W.  S.— -With  the  Dry-Flv  ia 

October,  422 
"  Brown  Owl." — A  Night  Episode,  4  ; 

Lake  Semmerwater,  427,  453 
Buffalo,  Sixty  Million  Reduced  to  Two 

Thousand,  216 
Burn  Fishing,  A  Day's,  405 
Buster,  Tliat,  423 


"  B.S.A.S.,"  The  Idea  of  the,  309  ■ 
Boat  Competition,  403  ;  Exhibition! 
233,  236 ;  Ladies'  Concert,  400 ; 
Pier  Competition,  383  ;  Sea-Fishing 
Tackle  Exhibits,  215 
Bacteriology  and  Fish  Eggs,  153 
Banff,  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife's 

Munificent  Gift,  453 
Barton  Broad,  Good  Sport  on  233 
Basket  Fish,  359 
Bass  Fishing  off  Tenby,  323 
"  Baz." — Common -Sense    in  Coarse 

Fishing,  364 
Beauly,  Close  of  Season  on,  356 
Black  Bass  Propagation,  309 
"  Black  Hackle." — That  Buster,  423 
Blood  V.  Langdon,  10 
Blue  Fish  and  Black  Bass,  68 
Bognor,  Fishing  near,  64 
Book  Fish,  The,  374 
Borrow,  George,  and  Oulton  Broad.  153 


"  C.  H." — Ladies'  Sea  Angling  Com- 
petition at  Deal,  274 
Cam  Conservators,  273 
Canada,  Cost  of  Fishing  in,  156 
Canal,  On  Ovu-,  233 
I  Carp,  Icwt.  of,  370 
I  Carrick,  Slieve  League,  and  Glen,  84 
Cassels  C.  J.  H.-— The  Largest  Scottish 

Rod-Killed  Salmon  of  1906,  383 
Casting  from  the  Reel,  9,  30 
Chambers,  Mr.  W.  Oldham,  216,  419 
Charities,  £110,000  for,  37 
"  Chiel,    The."— A   Morning   on  the 

Teme,  105 
Christmas,  417;  Angling  at,  420 
Christmas  Hotch-pot-h,  A.  484 
Chub  on  the  Fly  at  Pangbourne,  120 
Chub,  The  Record,  293 
Clay  V.  Allcock,  356 
Close  Season  Bait,  16 
Clwyd  and  Elwy,  Past  Season,  381 
Codling,  Fine  Tackle  for,  291 
Coarse  Fish  for  Food,  449 
Coarse  Fishing,  Common-Sense  in,  364, 

400  ;  Seasonable,  139 
Compliment  from  America,  A,  399,  418 
Coquet  at  Felton,  The,  193 
Cormorants,  Recipe  Wanted  327,  345 
Cornwall,  Fishing  Ruined  in,  86 
Correction,  A,  381 

Crossle,  L.— Ca-sting  from  the  Reel,  9, 
30  ;  Sammy,  421 


"  E.  S.  S. "-^Carrick.  Slieve  League, 
and  the  Glen  River,  84  ;  October 
Angling  in  Donegal,  258;  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Inishowen 
Peninsula,  348 
Eastbourne  Sea  Angling  Festival,  21 
Edinburgh  Walton  Anghng  Club,  449 
Eel,  A  Big,  180  ;  in  a  Garden,  349 
English     Progenitors     of  American 

Artificial  Flies,  273 
Enright,    Mr.,    and   the   New  York 

Tournament,  233,  291 
Esk  (Yorkshire)  Fishery  Board,  410 
Eureka,  100 

Explosives,  Fishing  with,  218 


"  D.  G.  J.". — Seasonable  Coarse  Fish- 
ing, 139 
Day  on  the  Spey,  A,  484 
Deal,  Sea  Fishing  at,  291 
Deal  and  Walmer  Angling  Assocn.,  177 
Deal  and  Walmer  Sea  Angling  Festi- 
vals, 353,  374,  392 
Destruction  of  Fish  in  the  Lea,  256 
Deveron,  Huntly,  139 
Mfference  in  Weight  of  Grilse  at  Same 
^Age,  Extraordinary,  399 
Divagations,  175 
Don,  The  Aberdeenshire,  448 
Don  Case,  Final  Decision  in,  66 
Donegal,  October^Angling  in,  258 
Dry-Flie>  American  Angler  on,  465 
Dry-Fly  in  October,  With  the,  422 
Dry-Flv  in  the  Fifties,  The.  19,*^ 


F.  A.  M."— The  Snap  Shooting  of 
Fish,  257 

F.  M."— Angling  in  the  Arun,  86 
"  F.  S.  P."— A  Retrospect,  424 
Fish  Culture. — Derby,  3  ;  Stormont- 
field,    26  ;     Victoria,  '137  ;  Chirk 
Fishery,  229  ;    Wyresdale  Fishery, 
285  ;  Midland  Counties  Fishery,  333  ; 
Howietoun,  382  ;  New  Zealand,  418  ; 
Haslemere,  448 
Fish  in  the  United  States,  Propagation 

and  Distribution  of  Food,  328 
Fish  Picture,  Clever,  120 
Fish  Shooting  at  Gibraltar,  400 
Fish  Story  from  the  Great  Republic. 
A,  193 

Fishing  Stories  from  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, 315 
Flies  and  Fisherman,  178 
Flies,  Disappearance  and  Reappearance 
of,  1 

Flies  for  Sea-Trout,  etc..  Loch,  137 
Fly  Casting  Rules,  American,  2 
Fly  Casting  School,  Mr.  Shaw's,  275 
Fly  Fisherman  and  the  Angling  Photo- 
grapher, The,  437 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  The,  81 
Fly  Fishing  on  Loch  Freuchy  Seventy 

Years  Ago.  469,  485 
Fly  Identified.  The,  63,  82,  99 
Fly  Tying  at  Bristol,  273,  368 
Folkestone  Festival,  The,  325,  341 
Food  Value  of  Scottish  Herring,  410 
Fool  and  the  Fly,  The,  422 
Forest  and  Stream,  Editor  Retires  465 
Found  'Em  Again,  194 
Francis  Francis  Anglers,  The,  359 
Francis  Francis,  Reminiscencoi  of,  157 
Fry  Rearing  and  Ponds,  365 


m 


"  G."^ — Salmon  and  Other  Angliiij 
the  Border  Esk  and  Liddle,  328 

"  G.  M."— Final  Decision  in  the  Don 
Case,  66  ;  Autrunn  Prospects  in  the 
North,  85  ;  The  Season  in  the  North, 
219  ;  Close  of  the  Scotch  Salmon 
Angling  Season,  311  ;  Angling 
Rentals,  399  ;  The  Salmon  Spawn- 
ing Season  in  the  North,  365 

Gatley,  C.  C. — Autumn  in  Cornwall,  385 

"  Gilnockie." — Three  Famous  Border 
Trouting  Streams,  382 


"  Glanrhos  "  has  a  Nasty  Accident 
etc.,  1 

Good  Catch  on  Fine  Tackle,  194 
Good  Day,  A,' 106 
Gordon  Castle  Salmon  Fishery,  330 
Graining  ?   Is   there  a  Distinct  Fish 

called,  194 
Grayling,  The  Winter,  431 
Grayling  Stream,  A  Day's  Fishing  on  a, 
385 

Greenheart  and  Split-Cane  Rods,  Ee, 

1,  64,  102,  229,  363 
Grey,  L.— Early  Morning  on  a  High- 
land Loch,  308 
Grilse  or  Salmon,  174 
Gut,  4  ;  Straightener,  Wheatley's,  381 

"  H.  G.  H."— Pike  Fishing  in  Winter, 

367  ;  Angling  at  Christmas,  420 
''  H.  T.  J." — Poem, -Seasonable,  429 
"  Halcyon." — Winter  Grayling,  431 
Hampshire  Fishery  Interests,  399,  452 
I  HandHng  the  Fishing  Rod,  310 

Hastings  Festival,  The,  207,  341 
I  Helmsdale  System  of  Water  Storage, 
The,  309 

Henley-on-Tliames  Fisheries  Associa- 
tion, 287 
Herne  Bay  Angling  Festival,  359 
"  Heron."^ — A  Day  on  the  Otter,  8 
Highland  Loch,  Early  Morning  on  a, 

368 ;  A  Night  on  ai  234 
Hobart,  Tasmania,  Exhibition  at,  215 
Hodder  and  Ribble  Patterns,  119 
Holywell  Ferry,  119,  136 
Horticultural  Exhibition  at  Mannhei' 
365 

How  I  Became  a  Mother  Kin-^ 
6,  26 

How  to  Become  a  Champio-      ■  /  '  j 
How  to  Catch  Fish,  275 
How  to  Cook  Fish,  17 
How  to  Tell  Them,  1,7^ 
Huchen,  An  Old  Note  on  ,ne,  194 
Huchen,  A  Record  Take  of,  417 
Hussey,  C. — Trawling  in  Pegwell  Bay, 
310 

Iceland,  Sport  in,  63 
Ilfracombe,  A  Note  from,  399 
Index  to  Vol   liii.,  July  to  Dec,  1906. 

as  supplement  to  issue  of  Dec.  29, 1906 
Inishowen    Peninsula,    Salmon  and 

Trout  Fishing  in  the,  348 
Itchen  and  Test,  The,  345  ;  Future 
of  the,  440 

"  J.  A.  K." — Torquay  and  Its  Angline 

Facilities,  451 
"J.    T."  —  Gordon     Castle  Salmon 
.  Fishery,  330 

JacQuet,' A  Day  on  the,  386,  401 
Jardine,    A. — Recollections    of  Past 
.  Angling  Days,  434 
Jottings  by  the  Way,  Weekly 

"  Keith." — On  the  Deveron,  139 
Kelly  of  Dublin,  Martin,  103 
Killin  and  Dochart,  5 
Kingston,  The  New  Mayor  of,  363 
Knots,  215,  233 
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■  L.  M.  B." — Fry  Rearing  and  Ponds, 
365 

Ladies'  Sea  Angling  Competition,  274 

Latest  Fish  Tales  from  America,  256 

Lee  Conservators,  Election  of,  323 

••  Lichen  Grey."— Pond  Culture,  196  ; 
A  Night  on  a  Highland  Loch,  234 
Line    Runner."— On  Shakespeare's 
Avon,  438 

Lobster  in  Cream,  85 

Loch  Coinag,  A  Day's  Good  Sport  on, 
120  ' 

Loch  Leven  Association,  346  ;  and 
Blagdon  Lake,  448  ;  and  the 
Changes,  345  ;  Competitions,  210  ; 
Eyed  Fly  Box,  448  ;  the  Future  of, 
448  ;  Past  Season  on,  189  ;  Report, 
323  ;  and  Blagdon  Lake,  405 

Lough  Beltra,  177 

Lough  Corrib,  21,  273 

Lough  Keel,  Achill,  121 

Lucerne,  50. 


Mackay,  G.— The  Wanderings  of 
"  Salmo  Salar "  and  "  Salmo 
Trutta,"  383 

Mahseer  ?  Is  it  the  Record,  327 

Mahseer?  Teeth  of  the,  363 

Maine,  Fishing  Trip  in,  296 

:Maldon,  Angling  at,  156 

Malloch,  P.  D.— Greenheart  v.  Split- 
Cane  Rods,  102 

Marble  Rocks,  Fishing  at  the,  256 

Marking  Salmon,  257 

Mars  Oil  v.  Salt  Water,  137 

Marston,  R.  B.  {RAitot  Fishing  Gazette), 
see  also  "  R.  B.  M."  and  "  Occasional 
Notes." — Some  Photographs  by 
H.M.  the  Queen,  2  ;  Dr.  Horst 
Brehm,  President  of  the  German 
Anglers'  Association,  Berlin,  64  ;  the 
B.S.A.S.  Exhibition,  236  ;  Some 
Notes  on  Colonel  Thornton's  Sporting 
Tour  over  One  Hundred  Years  Ago, 
432,  450,  468 

"  Midlander."— St.  Bride's  Bay,  196 

Misleading  Reports  of  Sport,  26 

Mistletoe  Bough,  The,  438 

Moorland  Trout  Stream,  On  a,  239 

Muscatol,  A  Report,  399 

Muskelonge  and  Pike,  46 

Natural  Fly  Culture,  46 
Neglected  Trout  Streams,  310 
New  Lake,  A,  83 

New  York  Tournament,  The,  327,  331 
New  Zealand  Fish  Story,  A,  369  . 
Night  Episode,  A,  4 
Norfolk  River,  Four  Hours'  Fishing  on 
a,  309 

Normandy,  Angling  in,  64 
Norway,  A  Note  from,  45 ;  Tours  to,  4 
Norwich,  Fishing  near,  46 
Norwich  Angling  Club,  399,  448,  463 
Note  from  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  A,  99 
Notes  from  the  North,  Weekly 
Notes  and  Queries,  27,  346 
Nottingham  Reel  and  American  Quad- 
ruple Multiplier  Compared,  447 

Oakeshott,  B.  M. — Cheap  Sea  Fish- 
ing, 421 

Obituary  :■ — 

Corbie,  The  late  Mr.  G.  C,  153 
Denbigh,  The  late  Monsignor,  99 
Eraser,  The  late  Mr.  Allan,  356 
Hurley,  The  late  Mr.  S.  J.,  405 
Middleton,  The  late  Mr.  E.  J.,  418 
Price,  The  late  Mr.  Arthur,  327 
Small,  The  late  Mr.  G.,  410 
Thomas,  The  late  Mr.  H.  Savile,  120 
Wright,  The  late  Mr.  Robert,  449 

Occasional  Notes,  1,  24,  45,  63,  81,  99, 
119,  135,  153,  173,  193,  215,  233, 
255,  273,  291,  309,  327,  345,  363, 
381,  399,  417,  447,  465,  483 

"  Old  Angler."— Wanted  Details,  438; 
Winter  Fishing,  467 

"  Old  Hand." — Angling  from  a  Pier, 
363 

Old-Time  Angling  Jaunt,  An,  487 
Osea  Island,  A  Trip  to,  329 
Otter,  A  Day  on  the,  8 
Otter  and  Trout,  140 
Outfit,  An  Angler's,  104 
Overhead  Cast,  The,  345 
"  Ownwee." — Loch  Keel,  121  ;  Loch 
Beltra,  177 

"  P.  S.  A.  R.  A.  S."— Pollack  Fishing 

from  Port  Erin,  428 
Packing  and  Transporting  Ova,  25,  82 


Park  Keeper's  Story,  The,  402 
Patents,  New  Piscatorial,  4,  37,  73,  104, 

131,  148,  179,  247,  302,  323,  374,  440 
PeHcan  Bay,  Oregon,  195 
Perkins,  G.  R.— A  Day's  Burn  Fishing, 

405 

Phillips,  E.— On  Trolling,  10 
Photographs  by  H.M.  the  Queen,  2 
Pier,  Angling  from  a,  363 
Pike,  A  Big,  88 

Scottish,  391b.,  255 

Fishing  in  Winter,  367 

Fine  Catch  of,  418 
Poachers  in  the  Eden,  Capture  of,  185 
Poaching  in  Wales,  233 
Poetry  :■ — 

I  am  a  Jolly  Fisherman,  145 

Where  the  Humber  Flows,  219 

Rods,  A  Wet-Fly  Fisher's  Views,  275 

Bunter  Trust,  The,  422 

Song  of  the  Smack,  The,  424 

Three  Fishers,  The,  426 

Seasonable,  428 

Absolvi  Meam  Animam,  467 
Pollack  Fishing  oft  the  Isle  of  Man,  428 
Pond  Culture,  196 
Presland,  R.  M.— A  Big  Eel,  180 
Prizes  for  Essays  on  Fish  Culture,  28 
Provincial  Notes,  Weekly 


Rod  Making,  Hints  on,  293 
Rother,  Fishing  on  tlie,  41 
Rudd,  Record  Catch  of,  8 
"  Rugde." — In  Thelemarken,  120 
"  Rutilus." — On  our  Canal,  233 
Rye,  Worth  Discovering,  1 


"  R.  B.  M." — From  Messrs.  Foster's 
Catalogue,  27  ;  Review  of  "  Fisher- 
men's Weather,"  83  ;  Review  of 
"  The  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing," 
86 ;  Review  of  "  The  Land  of 
Lakes,"  100 

"  R.  P." — A  Big  Pike,  88  ;  Shooting, 
Fishing,  and  Yachting  on  the  Med-- 
way,  121 

Railway  Arrangements,  21,  37,  77,  104, 

168,  266,  428,  461,  479 
Ramsgate  Sea  Festival,  285 
Recollections  of  Past  Angling  Days, 

434 

Record  Fish  in  the  Don,  The,  347 
Record  in  Fishing  Tackle  World,  293 
Reform  called  for  in  Treatment  of 

Nova  Scotia  Rivers,  180 
Rentals,  Angling,  399 
Reports    from    Rivers,    Lochs,  etc.. 

Weekly 

Rest  and  Quiet,  In  Search  of,  154,  176 
Retrospect,  A,  424 
Revelation  to  him.  Came  as  a,  448 
Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  :— 
Aflalo,  F.  G.— The  Call  of  the  Sea, 

175;   Fishermen's  Weather,  83; 

Ton  Thousand  Miles  for  a  Tarpon, 

175 

Baily's  Magazine,  95,  333 
Claret— the  King  of  Wines,  67 
Collins'  Standard  Library,  136 
Cummins'  Catalogue,  63 
Foster's  Catalogue,  27 
Guide  to  the  Zoo,  9 
Harvie-Brown,  J.  A.— The  Fauna  of 

the  Tay  Basin  and  Strathmore,  349 
Heath,  F.  G.— The  Green  Gateway, 

311 

Henshaw,  Julia  W. — Mountain  Wild 
Flowers  of  America,  154 

Hodgson,  W.  E. — Salmon  Fishing, 
46 

Holidays,  The,  64 

Kearton,  C.  and  R. — Nature's  Carol 

Singers,  419 
Martin,  J.  W. — My  Fishing  Days  and 

Fishing  Ways,  312 
Mill,  Dr.  H.  R. — British  Rainfall, 

1905,  174 
Renfors,  Mrs.  A. — English  and  Fin- 
nish Dialogues  and  Vocabularies 
for  the  Use  of  Sportsmen,  418 
Shaw,  F.  G. — The  Science  of  Dry- 

Fly  Casting,  46,  86 
Shru'bsole,    E.    S.— The    Land  of 

Lakes,  100 
Stone,  J.  H.- — Connemara  and  the 
Neighbouring  Spots  of  Beauty  and 
Interest,  100,  138 
Wilson,   T.    B.— Handy   Guide  to 
Norwav,  99 
Revival  of  Fortune,  A,  420 
Rhead,  L.- — Worm  Fishing  for  Brook 

Trout  in  America,  158 
Roach,  Concerning,  216,  333 
Roach  Fishing  on  the  Stour,  119 
Roach,  A  Nice  Basket  of,  273 
Roach  on  a'Live  Bait,  363,  466 
Roach  Pole,  A' Transformed,  85 
Roach,  Some  Fine,  328 


Sacramento  River,  Sport  on,  99 
St.  Bride's  Bay,  196 
Sale  of  Angling  Books,  292 
Salmon  and  Trout  Association,  (Hi 

And   Other   Angling   in   Esk  and 
Liddle,  328 

And  Trout  Fishing,  Inishowen,  348 

Anglers  in  Canada,  2 

Angling,  Dry  Fly,  363 

Angling  on  the  Conway,  State  of,  119 

Angling  on  the  Tay,  Close  of,  302 

Angling  on  Tweed  and  Toviot,  Close 
of,  474 

Angling  Season,  Close  of  Scotch,  311 
Angling,  Summer,  47  ^ 
Association,  Thames,  287 
At  First  Attempt,  Brace  of,  309 
British  Columbia,  A  521b.,  418 
Conway,  a  281b.,  345  i 
Don,  Record,  347 
Eggs  for  Artificial  Cultivation,  99 
Fisheries  Ruined  by  Nets,  136 
Fisheries,  Scottish,  63,  65 
Fishery,  Gordon  Castle,  330 
Fishery  Prosecution,  165 
Fishing  in  Newfoundland,  153,  173, 
255,  273 

Fishing  in  the  Restigouche,  260,  295 
Growth  to  Grilse,  47,  293 
In  London  Rivers,  Danube,  273 
In  Newfoundland,  Slaughter  of,  255 
In  New  Zealand,  135 
Largest  Scottish,  1905,  383 
Norwegian,  Fight  with  a,  431 
Or  Grilse,  174 
Problems,  81,  215 

Proportion  of  Male  and  Female,  99 
Severn,  One  401b.,  in  One  Day,  363, 
381 

Spawning  Season  in  the  North,  365 
Tweed,  401b.,  and  Reported  801b., 

327,  345 
Wanderings  of,  383 
fjammy,  421 

Sea  Anglers,  National  Council  of,  21 
Sea  Angling  at  Southwold,  174 
Sea  Fisherman,  The  (continued  from 

-  Vol.  LII.,  p.  463),  28,  66,  140,  178, 
rf  198,  218,  259,  276,  313,  349,  384,  403, 

"486 

Sea  Fishing,  Cheap,  421,  423 

Sea  Fishing  off  the  Isle  of  Man  and 

Sutherland,  100 
Season  in  the  North,  The,  219 
Semmerwater,  Lake,  427,  453 
Shakespeare's  Avon,  On,  438 
Shannon  Fisheries,  The,  395  j 
Sharpe,  A.  C. — On  a  Moorland  Trout 

Stream,  239  ;  A  Day's  Fishing  on  a 
'  Grayling  Stream,  385 
Shooting,  Fishing,  and  Yachting  on 

the  Med  way,  121 
Smolts  Return  as  Grilse,  293 
Snap  Shooting  of  Fish,  The,  257 
Solway  Fisheries,  The,  59 
Sol  way  Salmon  Fishing,  Close  of,  210 
Spey  Cast,  The,  1,  45 
Spey  Fishery  Board,  323 
Split-Cane  and  Greenheart,  194 
Stanley,  R.— "  Why  Not  ?  "  295  ;  The 

Park  Keeper's  Story,  402 
"  Starlight."— Fishing  at  the  Marble 

Rocks,  near  Jubbalpur,  256  ;  Fish 

Shooting  at  Gibraltar,  400 
Sweden,  Fishing  in,  174 

T.A.P.S.,  Report  of,  119 

"  T.  J.  P." — How  Fishing  is  Being 

Ruined  in  Cornwall,  86 
Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  4,  10,  46, 

64,  82,  100.  101.  104,  122,  175,  179, 

194,  327,  363,  3«1,  465 
Tackle  Show  at  the  B.S.A.S.,  26 
Tallow,  Pure  Buck,  120 
Tallow  Candle  Fish,  The,  410 
Tarpon  Fishing,    Mr.  Aflalo's  Paper  \ 

and  Demonstration  on,  327  j 
Tarpon,  Fine  Tackle  Wanted,  45,  63.  82  I 
Tarpon.  Three  Brace  5501b.,  402  ' 
Taylor,    J.    P.— A   New    Lake,    S3  ; , 

Coarse  Fish  for  Food,  449  1 
Tcherkassov,    Baron    P. — Notes  and 

Queries  frofn  My  Notebook,  346 


Teme,  A  Morning  on  the,  105 
Terrapin,  Catching  a,  448 
Thames  Angler  on  the  Tweed,  A,  <>« 
Thames  at  Battersea  and  Chelsea,  275 
Thelemarken,  In,  120 
Thurlow,  J. — More  Reminiscences  of 
Francis  Francis,  157  ;  The  Wycombe 
Trout  Stream,  294 
Tod,  E.  M.- — Grilse  or  Salmon,  174  ; 

Heard  at  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club, 
,     Edinburgh,  314  ;    Review  of  '■  The 
Fauna  of  the  Tay  Basin  and  Strath- 
more," 349  ;  A  Dip  into  Futurity,  466 
Torquay  and  Its  Angling  Facilities,  451 
Tournaments,  Competitions,  etc.,  3, 
58,  130,  1,54,  156,  193,  233,  23.5,  274, 
291,  302,  314,  327,  331,  383,  403,  410 
Trawling  in  Pegwell  Bay,  175,  310 
Trolling,  On,  10 
Trout  and  Otter,  140 

Angler.s'  Club,  Edinburgh,  Heard  at 

the,  314 
Berkshire,  127 
Conway,  A  Fine,  136 
Disease  in  Tasmania,  255,  309 
Eggs  from  New  Zealand,  135,  156, 

173,  2.55 
Feeding  in  Winter,  256 
Fishing,  Adirondack,  381 
Fishing  at  Lake  Edward,  103 
For  the  Table,  Live,  83 
Forty,  Weighing  51  lb.,  195 
Garaey,  194 

In  British  Central  Africa,  287 
In  Eight  Hours,  261b.  of,  404 
Irish,  A  Grand,  64,  81 
Kentish,  302 
Of  Montenegro,  The,  83 
Of  the  Grand  Codroy,  366 
Rainbow,  in  Tasmania,  309 
Rainbow,  A  Well-fed,  418 
Sea,  on  the  Beatily,  365 
i~Sea,  Sport  with,  136 
'  Season,  The  Cape,  341 
Stream,  The  Wycombe,  294 
Streams,  Three  Famous,  382 
Triumphant,  123 
Turbot,  Mr.  Wrightson's  Fine,  197 
Tweed  Commissioners,  Report  of,  173 
Tweed,  Sport  on  the,  233,  310 


Urb,  Close  of  Angling  in  the  Gallowav, 
445 


Val  CoNSON."— Divagations,  175 
Van  d'Ikey." — Poem,  The  Song  of 
the  Smack,  424 

Visitor,  A."' — A  Trip  to  Osea  Island, 
329 


"  W.  N.  J.  M."— A  Transformed 
Roach  Pole,  85  ;  Cubes  as  a  Bait 
for  Still  Waters,  122 ;  Concerning 
Roach,  333 

Wadham,  P.^ — How  I  Became  a  Mother 
Kingfisher,  6,  26 

Walton  Relic,  A,  466 

Wanderings  of  "  Salmo  Salar "  and 
"  Salmo  Trutta,"  383 

Wanted  Details,  438 

WasMngton's  Fishing  Tackle,  469 

Watkins,  P.  M.- — Is  Hampshire  to  Have 
a  Fishery  Board  ?  452 

Wax,  Substitute  for,  136 

Wellman,  R.  W.— 1  Cwt.  of  Carp,  370 

Wliat  is  Angling  ?  189 

Wlieels  for  Keeping  Fish  from  Escap- 
ing, 25 

When  They  Hear  the  Beast  a'  Calling, 
256 

Whisky,  A  Really  Good  Scotch,  448 
White,  M.  R.   L.— A  Fight  ^v^th  a 

Norwegian  Salmon,  431 
"  Why  Not  ?  "  295 
Winter  Chub  Fishing.  485 
Winter  Fishing,  467 
Worm  Fishing  for  Brook  Trout  in 

America,  158 
Wycombe  Trout  Stream,  The,  294 


X."^ — A  Fishing  Trip  in  Maine.  296 


Yacht  Club  Sea  Fisliing  Match,  Royal 

Temple,  341 
Yorkshire  Fisherv  Board,  440 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Adders  and  Eel  Pouts,  232 
Adders  Swallow  their  Young  ''  Do 

214,  232 
Address  Wanted,  152,  307 
Age  of  Fish  and  their  Scales.  118 
Altnacealgach,  307 

Altnacealgach,  A  Season's  Fishine  at 
-  495  ^ 

American  Angler  on  Handling  the 
-•  Pishing  Rod,  An.  495 

Angler  Fish,  fine,  481 

Anti-Midge  No  Use.  etc.,  24,  44  62 
98,  152  ' 

B.S.A.S.  and  Deal  and  Waliner  Gold 

Medallists,  464 
B.S.A.S.  Diversions,  379 
B.S.A.S.  Report  of  Oct.  6,  398 
Baits,  133,  253,  464 
Balance  of  a  Fly  Rod,  271 
Barnstaple  Echoes,  464 
Barton  Broad,  Fish  Taken  in  July.  118 
Bass  Fishing  near  Tenby.  80 
Bass  in  Lake  Windermere,  481 
Bee-ootiful  Story.  A,  446 
Bend  of  Rods,  The,  97,  117 
Benevolent  Fund  for  Lancashire  Clubs. 

416 

Bream,  A  fine  Thames,  149 
Bull  Trout  and  Brown  Trout,  24 

Cabrace,  of  the  Deveron,  The.  496 
Cam,  Destruction  of  Fish  in.  343.  416 
Carp,  1  cwt.  of,  398 
Carp  Wanted  to  Stock  a  Pond,  362 
Casting  into  the  Wind.  117,  133 
Catching  v.  KiUing,  43,  61 
Chub,  Large,  192  ;  The  Record,  325 
Clay  V.  Allcock,  379 
Cleaning  Fish  Ponds,  62 
Club  near  Bridgnorth,  213 
Coarse  Fish,  Plea  for  So-called,  362 
Coarse  Fishing,  Common-sense  in,  398, 

413,  463 
Coarse  Fishing  Wanted,  344 
Codling  at  Paris,  289  ;  Calais,  343 
Colne,  Good  Sport  on  the,  98.  134 
Cormorants  at  Killarney,  134 
Cormorants,  Recipe  for,  361,  380.  413 
Country  Quarters,  232,  254 
Crab  ?  Is  it  a  Record,  446 
Creosote  Tanks  in  a  Fishery  District 

380 

Curious  Incident,  213 


Disappointed,  62 

Does  it  Sting  ?  172 

Dragon  Fly  Series,  289 

Dressings  of  Flies,  61 

Dropper  Attachments,  380 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon,  397,  398 

Eden,  A  Complaint  from  tlio,  217 
Eden,  The  Black-headed  Gull  and  the. 
79 

English  Championship,  326,  343 
Esk  and  Liddle,  Help  Wanted,  213 

Festivals,  Angling,  43 

Film  for  Wings  of  Flies,  172 

Fish  Culture  Books,  24 

Fish  Mortality  in  a  Pond,  413 

Fishery,  A  Lost,  254 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  :— Achill  Island, 
61,  80 ;  Anglesey,  43  ;  Ardennes, 
44 ;  Arundel,  44  ;  August,  23,  43, 
62  ;  Bally nahinch,  79  ;  Barmouth, 
"62 ;  Barrow-in-Furness,  23  ;  Ber- 
wick, 98,  118;  Bognor,  43,  61,  133, 


152;     Bournemouth,    481;  Bridg- 
port,  172  ;  Brighton.  134  ;  British 
Isles,    272,    290:    Brittany,  215- 
Brynamman,     213,    232;  Bushy 
Park,    308:  Camel,    152;  Canada, 
44,    62:     Cardiff,    134:  Carmar- 
then,    98 ;      Chichester.    24,    44  • 
Chiirnet,  254,  307  ;  Clare,  62  ;  Col- 
chester. 464  :  Como.  254,  271,  307  ■ 
County  Bridges,    118;  CuckmereJ 
98  ;  Darrynane,  62  ;  Donegal,  253. 
398  :    Eastbom'ne,  44  :  Falmouth, 
80,  98  ;  France,  44  ;  Galway,  253  • ' 
Germany,  44  ;    Georgeham,  80,  97^ 
98  ;     Heidelberg,    62,    80 ;  Ilfra- 
combe,    118;    Ireland,    152,  172- 
Isle  of  Man,  80,  98,  118.  134;  Isle 
of  Wight,  98,   134,   152;  Itchen, 
272;     July,    23;     Kevham,  134; 
Ivmg's  L3rnn,  24;    Lake  District, 
134,  172  :   Lee,  44  ;  Leicestershire, 
134  ;  Littlestone.  62.  80  ;  Liverpool 
149,  172,  446  ;  Llanerfyl,  62  ;  Lough 
Mask,    446  ;     Lough    Neagh,    62  • 
Mayo,  253  ;  Miteham,  62  ;  Moffat' 
23;    None,    362;    Newbui-y,  134; 
Newcastle,  61.  98  ;  Newhaven.  380. 
398 ;    New  River.    149  ;  Newton 
Stewart,  23  ;  Nordfjord.  326  ;  Nor- 
mandy, 215  :  Pangbourne,  152.  416  ; 
Prestatyn.  43  ;   Preston,  62  ;  Pwll- 
heli,    62,     98  ;      Ringwood,     172  ; 
St.    Albans,    308  ;     Scotland,    43  ; 
September,   62,   134,  172  ;  Severn, 
481 ;  ShankUn,  98,  134,  152  ;  Shep- 
perton,    44,    61,    80;  ShrewsbiU'y, 
80 ;   Sierra  Leone,  481  ;  Southend. 
254  ;   Stratford-on-Avon,  43  ;  Tidal 
Rivers,  80; ''  Trent,  152;  Uganda, 
416  ;  Uist,  80  ;  Wales,  24,  44.  98, 
308  ;    Walton  -  on  -  the  -  Naze,  1 34  ; 
West  Indies.   362 ;  Weston-super- 
Mare.   134,   152  ;    Whichford,  44  ; 
Windermere,  62,  80  ;  Yorkshire,  308 
Fishy  Rumom-,  A,  191 
Flies,  Disappearance  and  Reappear- 
ance, 43 

Flies,  Fashions  in,'  172,  254,  290 
Flies,  Wlien  to  Use  Certain.  213 
Fly  and  the  Float,  The,  152 
Fly  Attachments,  214 
Fly  Making.  Kind  Offer  by  an  Ameri 

can  Angler,  416 
Foul-Hooking  of  Salmon,  The,  413 


Ink-stains  on  Gut,  254 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  307 


Jelly-fish,  416 


Keating  to  the  Rescue,  307 
Kelts,  etc.,  24,  43,  44,  151 
Knots,  152,  192,  231,  232,  253  272 
307 


Roach  and  Pike  Fishimj;  in  the  Hamp 
shiro  Avon,  232 
I     Angler,  The  Champion,  398 
as  Pike  Bait,  232,  308,  326 
Feed,  How  to  Make,  151 
I     A  Fine  Avon,  254 
;     Good  Take  of,  254.  343 
A  Grand,  290,  307,  326,  343 
On  Live-Bait,  413,  446 
I     Running,  343 
!90,  Making  Hints,  343,  362 

Rod  Queries  (see  Greenheart),  97 
I  Rother  Fishery  Association,  253 


Lake  Trout  on  Fly.  Some  Grand  Scot- 
tish, 213 

Lan-iing  Net,  Shape  a,  326,  344,  362 
Lea,  Destruction  of  Fish  in  the,  463 
Lea  V.  Sheffield  Style,  361,  398,  446 

464  '  ' 

Local  Exhibitions,  Why  Not,  24 
Loch  Awe,  Record  Catch  of  Salmon 

and  Trout,  379 
Lough  Corrib,  192 

Lough  Mask,  Experience  on,  etc.,  308 


M.4^KED  Kelts,  117 
Marked  Trout  at  Egham,  117 
Marlborough  Angling  Association,  232 
Material  for  Rod  Building,  380,  398 
445,  463,  482  o        ,  , 

May  Fly  Observations,  380 
Midgfoil,  162 
Mullet  Fishing,  23 
Mussels,  Fresh-water,  344 


New  York  Tom-nament,  The,  397 
Norway,  A  Note  from  the  Gula,  172 


Oranhe  River  Colony,  Angling  in,  490 
Overhead  Cast,  The,  481 
Over-ninning  of  Reels,  214 


G.VLWAY  and  Mayo  Guide,  253 
Geen's  Tackle,  etc.,  Mr.,  98,  118,  133 
Good    Fishing    and    Cheap  LU-ine 

Wanted,  215,  290 
Grayling,  Malformed,  495 
Grayhng  Stream.  A  Day  on  a,  446,  481 
Greenheart  and  Split-Cane,  23,  41,  42 
97,  117,  133,  151,  171,  189,  190,  215, 
229,  231,  232,  254,  271,  289,  308 
325,  344,  359,  379,  397,  415,  416 
Grilse  and  Salmon,  134,  149,  1.50  213 

232,  254,  397 
Gut  Cast  be  Greased  ?  Should,  308 


Handling  the  Fisliing  Rod,  79,  344, 
445 

Hazel  Rod,  James  Baillie's,  290 
Henley  Preservation  Association,  379 
Hodder  and  Ribble  Patterns,  172 
Hook,  The  Sliced,  149,  192 
Hooked,  Lost  and  Hooked  Again,  307 
Hybrids  among  the  Salmonida;,  24 


Pain  ?  Can  Fish  Feel,  290,  380 
Pennell's  Dragon  Fly  Series,  192 
Perch,  et;..  Large,  43,  482 
Pictures,  380 
Pike  and  Trout  Fight,  416 
Baits,  272 
A  Fine,  446 

Fishing  in  Scotland,  192 

Not  Feed  ?  Why  Will,  44 

The  391b.,  326 

Weights,  A  Correction,  413 
Pliers,  Fishing  Gazette,  214,  416 
Poaching  in  Wales,  271 
Pollack,  A  Southwold,  326 
Porcelain  and  Pulleys,  325,  398,  445 
Prawn,  A  Blind,  214 
Prawn  Fishing  for  Salmon,  343,  362 

379,  397 
Prawn  Tackle,  A  New,  326 
Prosecution  in  Carnarvonshire,  308 
Pulleys  and  Rings,  362,  380 


Queries,  98,  118 


Rainproof  Cloth  ?  Is  there  a,  446 
Reels  Over-running,  254 


Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting  at 
Wimbledon,  416 
Caught  with  Paste,  133 
Culture,  416 

Pry  and  Trout,  To  Distinguish,  24 
115,  149  6       '  . 

Hatching  Artificial,  254 

in  the  Thames,  98 

Largest  Irish  Rod  Killed,  416 
Scotch  Rivers,  How  to  Improve  the 

496         -  f  , 

Sea  Fishing,  On,  482 
Sea  Fishing  Regulations  Wanted,  308 
Shepperton,  Protest  from,  44,  61 
Skate  "and  Conger  at  Ilfracombe,  A 

Three  Hours'  Catch,  446 
Snapping  Casting  Lines,  117,  133,  152 

191 

Spey  Cast,  etc..  The,  79,  97 
Spinning  for  Mussels,  326 
Sporting  Tour,  Colonel  Thornton's,  481 
Still  Waters,  Coarse  Fishing  in,  496 


"  T.A.P.S.,"  The,  149,  192 

Tackle  Taken  from  the  Thames,  98 

Tarpon  Traces,  79 

Tench  and  Barbel,  Small.  326 

Topography,  Anglers',  118 

Tortoise  on  Rod  and  Line,  481 

Trevor,  A  Good  Day's  Sport  at,  464 

Trout  and  Mice,  254 

Disease  in  Tasmania,  344 

Decrease  ?  Wliy,  44 

Hatchery  in  Rhodesia,  290 

in  New  Zealand,  61 

Loss  of  Colour  in,  152 

Mr.  Smith's  Friendly,  161 

91b.,  on  Lough  Corrib,  24 

on  3x  Gut,  253 

One  of  Mr.  Page's,  98 

Query,  A,  416 

Rainbow,  482 

Rapid  Growth  of,  344 

Reservoir,  482 
Trout's  Substantial  Meal,  A,  232 
Tweedside  Impostors,  362 


i 


Umpire's  Decision  Final  ?  Is  an,  191 

Value  of  a  "  Book  on  Angling,"  413 

Wanted,  a  Solomon,  307 
Wateringbury,  Gas  Tar  at,  44 
Weedy  Waters,  Device  for,  134 
Weevers,  290 

West  Ham  Brothers  Society,  416 
Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Ang 

Society,  362 
Whisky  v  Wl-i&t  is,  62 
Whiting  at  Calais,  482 
Wire  for  Traces,  118 
Wdrm  for  Grayhng,  Running,  344,  361 
Worthing,  A  New  Angling  Club,  464 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 

Re  Grecnhaart  Rods. 

Mb.  Edward  Sturdy,  wlio  has  killed  sucli 
numbers  of  huge  salmon,  aend.s  mo  the  following 
interesting  testimonial  in  favour  of  greenheart 
salmon  rods : — 

"  DE.iR  ^Ir.  Marston, — On  no  salmon  problem  is 
my  opinion  more  pronounced  than  on  that  of  green- 
heart  rods  for  use  on  such  waters  as  I  have  fished 
in  Norway,  so  I  have  pleasure  in  sending  this  replj' 
to  your  inquiry  about  the:n,  which  reply  may  also 
serve  as  a  shght  criticism  on  the,  in  many  respects, 
excellent  article  Mr.  Tod  has  written  you  on  the 
subject. 

"I  possess  two,  one  an  orlhoiox  'Castle 
Connell,'  long  and  permanently  located  in  a  garret 
at  Evanger,  the  other,  in  three  joints,  built  by 
.Rogan,  of  Ballyshannon,  hes  at  the  bottom  of  my 
rod  case,  and  I  cannot  recall  having  seen  either 
of  them  for  some  eight-aud-twentj^  years.  As  I 
liked  them  very  much  to  cast  with  I  gave  them  up 
regi-etfuUy,  but  two  or  three  of  their  pecuharities 
made  it  necessary.  The  first  defect  I  noticed  dis- 
played itself  on  fishing  a  rock-bound  river  in  the 
South,  where  the  low  trajectory  the  bending  butt 
gave  to  the  fly  broke  any  number  of  hooks  on  the 
rocks  behind,  besides  causing  me  a  ludicrous 
accident.  One  day  I  had  out  more  line  than  I  could 
manage,  and  the  fly  came  straight  for  my  face. 
Having  turned  sharply  roimd,  I  was  hit  hard  by  the 
fly  on  the  back  of  the  head,  and  on  putting  ray  hand 
to  the  place  foimd  both  hooks  of  the  double  G-O's  over 
the  barb  in  my  scalp.  Similar  hooks  one  windy  day 
struck  the  rod,  and  broke  short  off,  a  foot  of  the  top. 
But  a  far  more  serious  defect  showed  itself  when  1 
began  to  fi.sh  tliis  i-iver  -with  its  big  fish  and  dan- 
gerous rapids.  The  top-heavy  greenheart  kept 
slogging  at  the  fish  and  drove  them  to  desperation, 
with  the  result  that  I  lost  three  or  four  fish  on  it  to 
one  on  my  wife's  whipp3'-topped  but  stiff-butted 
rod,  though  I,  in  cases  of  danger,  also  ran  hers  ;  so  I 
had  to  design  a  rod,  a  very  short  description  of  which 
will  answer  yom  query.  What  rod  I  use  ?  While 
taking  note  of  the  merits  of  the  whippy-topped  rod. 


I  noticed  that  if  the  fish  made  very  long  lungos,  the 
rod  ceased  to  give  to  him,  so  the  idea  struck  me  to 
try  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  the  '  Ca?tle  Connell ' 
without  its  dra-.\  b>3k.i,  and  I  asked  Malloch  to  build 
me  a  rod  with  a  yielding  thin  butt  of  about  an  inch 
diameter.  This  he  did,  and  it  is  the  very  pleasantost 
and,  for  my  purpose,  most  serviceable  rod  I  have  ever 
handled.  The  fish  may  make  the  longest  and  most 
continuous  lunges,  but  never  exhausts  the  giving 
power  of  that  rod,  and  it  recovers  itself  without 
the  slightest  jerk.  Everyone  who  fishes  with  mo 
remarks  what  quiet  fish  I  get  hold  of.  It  is  the  rod 
and  the  noiseless  reel. 

"  This  letter  half  wi-itten,  I  went  out  in  the  boat 
for  a  couple  of  hour.s.  hooked  a  21  lb.  fish,  and  with 
the  river  in  flood,  had  to  get  him  some  150  yards 
up  a  strongish  stream.  With  the  rod  held  at  right 
angles  to  the  stream,  the  top  just  touching  at  time? 
the  surface,  I.  thinking  of  this  letter,  could  not  fail 
to  observe  the  long  continued  gradual  curve  from 
my  hand  to  the  jJoint. 

"  From  the  very  day  I  sent  you  a  short  note  a 
fortnight  ago  sport  improved,  and  has  remained 
extremely  pleasant,  and  quite  as  good  as  we  two 
old  folks  want  it. — Amours  sincerely, 

"  Bolstadoren,  June  29."        "  Edw.  Sturdy. 

Greenheart  v.  Split-Cane. 

When  noticing  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  admirable 
new  catalogue  a  week  or  two  ago  I  happened  to 
say  that  although  I  had  never  tested  two  rods, 
one  of  greenheart  and  one  of  split-cane  of  same 
size  throughout,  one  against  the  other,  I  had  an 
idea  that  under  extra  strain  the  split-cane  would 
bend  more  than  the  greenheart,  the  pull  being  the 
same  on  each.  I  had  in  my  mind  chiefly  a  salmon 
rod.  I  wi.?h  now  that  I  had  tested  the  matter 
before  hazarding  the  opinion  !  since  it  has  opened 
up  such  a  flood  of  views  pro  and  con,  aid  the 
■simpfe  matter  I  referred  to  has  been  quite  lost 
sight  of.  I  made  no  comparison,  favourable  or 
unfavourable,  between  greenheart  and  split-cane 
generally.  Even  supposing  my  views  were  correct, 
and  that  a  greenheart  salmon  rod  of  the  same 
size  and  length  as  a  split-cane  rod  is  a  bit 
stiffer,  and  under  the  weight  of  a  very  heavy 
fish  in  a  strong  stream  does  not  bend  so  much 
as  a  split  •  cane,  evidently  some  good  anglers, 
like  Mr.  Harvie  -  Brown,  rpgard  this  as  a 
defect  rather  than  otherwise.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy 
was  impelled  to  write  two  very  long  letters  in 
defence  of  split  -  cane  generally,  and  now  Mr. 
Malloch  writes: — "Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  has  had  his 
say ;  if  you  will  allow  me  I  will  have  my  say,  and 
allow  your  readers  to  judge."  Of  course,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  publish  what  Mr.  Malloch  sends,  and 
have  told  him  so.  I  regret  that  he  does  not  think 
it  necessary  to  make  a  greenheart  rod  specially  to 
match  one  of  split-cane  made  by  Mr.  Hardy.  He  says, 
practically,  though  not  in  so  many  words,  "  there 
is  my  stock  of  greenheart  rods,  anybody  can  buy 
one  and  make  what  tests  he  likes ;  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  me." 

Illustrations  of  the  Spey  Cast. 
At  last,  after  long  waiting,  I  have  managed  to 
get  the  finest  illustrations  showing  the  Spey  Cast 
in  the  act  of  being  made  by  one  of  the  best  profes- 
sionals on  the  Spey — casting  a  very  long  fine.  The 
blocks  are  being  made  from  instantaneous  photo- 
graphs specially  taken  for  me,  and  I  hope  to 
publish  them  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

"Glanrhos"  has  a  nasty  accident,  and  a  fine  bit 
of  Sport  on  a  50Z.  rod. 

"  Glanrh6.5,"  writing  on  July  1,  says  : — 
"  I  had  a  nasty  accident  myself  lately.  I  was 
casting  a  '  Reflet '  bait  ( Wj^ers'  brass  minnow)  on 
the  lower  Wye  a  fortnight  ago,  and  the  line  caught 
in  the  button  on  sleeve  of  m3'  coat,  wth  the  con- 
sequence that  the  minnow  checked  and  swung 
round  and  caught  me  in  the  ej^e.  I  had  one  hook 
of  the  largest  triangle  in  the  eyelid  and  two  buried 
in  the  cheek,  and  I  had  to  row  down  to  Monmouth 
(five  miles)  and  go  to  the  hospital  there  before  I 
could  get  a  doctor  to  take  it  out.  And  the  cutting 
it  out  was  a  treat  I  could  have  dispensed  with. 
However,  mercifully,  my  eyesight  was  spared, 
though  it  was  a  narrow  escape,  as  the  eyeball  was 
wounded.  1  had  a  real  bit  of  sport  yesterday, 
fishing  with  a  small  5oz.  spinning  rod,  made  for  me 
by  Payne,  and  natural  minnow  on  Chapman 
spinner.    I  hooked  in  one  of  my  pools  a  101b.  fish, 


and  as  I  was  alone  and  had  no  one  to  gaff  for  me, 
and  the  fish  twice  tried  to  go  down  the  rapids  and 
then  tried  to  hang  me  up  in  every  rock  in  the  pool, 
I  had  a  hvely  time  ;  however,  I  got  him  out  single- 
handed,  after  forty  minutes'  as  hard  fight  as  I  ever 
had  in  mj'  life,  and  he  was  a  gallant  fish.  He  had 
only  one  small  triangle  in  him,  but  it  was  good  wire 
and  it  held,  and  as  I  know  now  what  the  feeling  of 
a  triangle  in  the  eye  is  like,  I  quite  sympathised 
with  his  gallant  efforts  at  escape." 

Disappearance  and  Reappearance  of  Water  Flies. 

A  friend  who  fishes  the  famous  Dorchester  Club 
water  wTites : — 

"  Perhaps  you  w^ould  like  to  start  a  little  inquiry 
in  the  Fishinj  Gaz'tte  upon  the  disappearance  of 
certain  popular  flies  on  our  rivers,  especially  the 
May  Fly  and  large  Duns.  My  theory  always  has 
been  that  just  as  with  land  insects  .so  it  is  with 
water  insects,  they  always  .will  mysteriously  and 
unaccoimtably  disappear  and  reappear,  and  that 
we  must  expect  cycles  of  lean  years  and  fat  years. 
For  instance,  the  cases  of  the  cockchafer  and 
asparagus  beetle  are  very  noticeable  on  land. 
Probably  no  amount  of  stocking  cockchafers 
and  asparagus  beetle  would  have  the  slightest  effect 
in  any  district,  and  probably  no  amount  of  stocking 
particular  river  flies  will  really  affect  the  course  of 
nature.  The  stock  wears  out  in  patches  and  will 
mend  again  in  patches  in  various  districts.  Perhaps, 
too,  the  river-bed  may  get  May  Fly  sick,  as  land 
will  become  rabbit  sick,  or  wet  years  and  dry  years 
may  make  the  difference.  But  I  think  that  in- 
formation might  be  gathered  from  various  source.i 
which  would  show  that  because  a  particular  insect 
has  disappeared  for  a  time,  it  does  not  mean  that 
it  has  gone  for  good.  Reports  might  bring  in 
notices  of  the  reappearance  of  our  special  friends, 
as  well  as  of  the  disappearance  of  them.  I  do  not 
thinlv  that  weed-cutting  is  really  much  to  blame 
for  the  disappearance  of  certain  flies,  though  it  may 
in  a  few  cases  where  it  has  been  foolishly^excessive 
have  dimuiished  them.  For  instance,  on  our 
river  here,  the  Dorset  Frome,  I  question  whether 
the  weeds  have  had  half  the  cutting  that  they  used  to 
get  years  ago.  Farmers  then  used  to  employ  gangs 
of  men  to  shave  the  river  beds  in  order  to  get  the 
water  away  quickly,  or  to  get  the  water  in  particular 
channels  for  watering  the  meadows.  Nowadays 
farmers  leave  aU  that  alone,  like  their  hedges  and 
drauis.  I  beheve  that  on  our  club  water  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  a  new  era.  For  years  past  there  has  not 
been  so  much  fly  of  all  sorts  as  we  are  having  this 
year.  It  is  teUing  on  the  fish,  which  are  brighter, 
fatter,  and  more  game  than  I  have  ever  known 
them.  The  only  provoking  thing  is  that  the  fly 
chooses  to  rise  chiefly  too  late  in  the  evening  to 
please  the  rods.  The  prospect  of  Jlay  Fly  is  most 
cheering.  On  our  upper  water  there  has  been  a 
decent  hatch  at  last  ;  and  on  oiu-  lower  water  a 
miracle  has  happened,  for  they  have  unaccountably 
appeared  in  thousands,  and  were  laying  all  over  the 
water  last  week  in  quantities.^  The  stock  has 
come  no  doubt  from  a  parallel  stream  in  the  mea- 
dows, where  a  few  have  always  survived.  We  must 
be  safe  for  a  splendid  rise  in  a  year  or  two's  time. 
I  wonder  if  this  state  of  things  is  general  in  the 
South  of  England  this  year,  or  whether  it  is  only 
local." 

I  am  delighted  to  hear  of  the  reappearanca  of 
water  flies  on  the  Dorchester  Club  Water.  Un- 
fortunately, on  many  rivers  the  May  Fly  has  entirely 
disappeared.  I  thmk  that  there  are  many  causes, 
including  increase  of  birds  in  some  districts,  im- 
proved drainage,  destruction  of  bushes  and  trees, 
where  the  flies  got  shelter  ;  and,  of  course,  in  many 
places  poisoning  of  the  larvae  by  refuse  from  towns 
and  factories.  On  the  Test  the  disap2>earance  of 
the  fly  on  so  ne  of  the  reaches  above  Highbridge 
is  attributed  to  injudicious  weed-cutting,  but  I 
know  streams  on  which  the  weeds  are  not  cut  so 
much  as  formerly,  and  yet  the  May  Fly  has  almoit 
disappeared. 


Worth  Discovering. 

An  Australian  friend,  who  is  motoring  about 
England,  writing  from  Rye,  says:  — 

"Rye  is  a  very  quaint,  old-world  place,  and  tliLs 
inn,  the  Mermaid,  is  a  most  interesting  old  relic. 
Built  about  1530,  it  lost  its  licence  200  years  ago 
for  smuggling,  and  has  never  regained  it;  but  'is 
now  run  by  a  club— largely  artists,  I  believe.  It 
is  a  place  well  worth  'discovering.'  " 
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Salmon  Anglers  in  Canada. 
Mr.  E  T.  p.  Chambers,  in  his  interesting  notes 
in  Ji orest  and  Stream  of  June  23,  says 

"A  distinguished  party  of  anglers  passed  tlirough 
here  a  day  or  two  ago  on  their  way  to  Metis  to  fish 
the  salmon  waters  of  Lord  Mountstephen  at  that 
pomt.  In  the  party  were  Mr.  W.  G.  Rockefeller, 
son  ot  Mr.  William,  and  nephew  of  Mr.  John  D. 
Rockefeller;  Mr.  J.  A.  Bloss,  of  New  York;  Mr.  G. 
J^arrer,  of  London,  a  member  of  the  banking  firm 
of  Baring  Bros.;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Sterling,  who 
represents  Lord  Strathcona  and  Lord  Mountstephen 
m  New  York. 

"The  Moisie  party  left  for  its  camp  on  the  river 
by  the  steamer  Kijig  Edward  on  June  13  Mr 
Ivers  AV.  Adams,  of  Boston,  the  lessee  of  the  river, 
was  accompanied  by  JVIr.  Henry  Sampson,  of  New 
i:ork.  Later  on,  Mr.  Sampson  will  be  joined  by 
his  son,  Henry  Sampson,  jun.,  and  Mr.  Adams  by 
his  two  sons,  Ivers  and  Walter. 

"Mr.  Peter  Mackenzie  has  leased  the  fishing  of 
tne  Little  Trmity  for  the  current  season  to  Admiral 
Montgomery. 

"  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  R.  E.  Plumb  of 
L)etroit,  who  sailed  by  the  King  Edward  on  June  13 
tor  the  Natashquan,  most  of  the  party  who  fish 
that  famous  river  only  left  Quebec  by  the  steamer 
Aranmore  on  June  16,  and  expect  to  be  there  in 
plenty  of  time  for  the  first  run  of  fish  The 
steamer  service  to  the  north  shore  of  the  Gulf  is 
much  improved  this  year,  being  performed  by  two 
regular  steamers,  the  King  Edward,  which  leaves 
yuebec  every  Wednesday  for  Natashquan  and  in- 
termediate points,  and  the  Aranmore  saUs  every 
alternate  Saturday  for  Sydney  and  Halifax,  calling, 
both  going  and  returning,  at  Esquimaux  Point  and 
intermediate  points.  On  her  last  trip  from  Quebec 
the  Aranmore  carried  over  twenty  salmon  fisher- 
men. The  Natashquan  party  included  Mr.  F.  S 
-Hodges,  of  Boston ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman,  Mr 
and  Mrs.  Carman  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Williams,  of 
New  York,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  and  R.  W.  Johnson, 
of  New  Brunswick,  N.J.,  while  Messrs.  Geo. 
Clarke  and  C.  S.  Davison  and  Miss  Davison  are  on 
their  way  to  fish  the  Riviere  a  la  Truite,  near 
Moisie.  Morton  Paton,  of  New  York,  and  party 
are  bound  for  the  Trinity,  and  A.  G.  Nesbitt  and 
party,  of  New  York,  are  going  to  the  Mingan. 

"Mr.  W.  B.  Mershon,  with  his  son  and  party, 
have  gone  down  to  the  Metapedia  fishing  grounds 
Others  who  have  left  for  the  same  waters  are  Mr. 
Phillip  Schuyler,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  C  G 
Garteaux,  of  the  Polytechu'c  School,  Brooklyn 

"Mn  Gard  T.  Lyon  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
Van  Dyke  are  now  on  their  preserves  on  the 
Marguerite  river.  Last  year  these  two  gentlemen 
were  the  most  successful  members  of  the  Ste 
Marguerite  Salmon  Club.  Dr.  Van  Dyke  killed 
thirty-eight  fish  in  three  weeks,  only  seven  of  them 
during  his  first  week's  fishing.  Mr,  Lyon,  who 
arrived  a  little  later  on  the  river,  killed  just  the 
same  number  of  fish  as  the  doctor  during  the  next 
two  weeks — namely,  thirty-one. 

"Mr.  Walter  M.  Brackett,  who  leases  the  north 
branch  of  the  Ste.  Marguerite,  called  in  to  see  me 
on  June  13  on  the  way  down  to  his  river,  where  he 
is  accompanied  by  Mr.  Henry  Russell,  of  Detroit. 
The  thirteenth  was  the  veteran  angler's  birthday, 
and  thirteen  has  not  turned  out  to  be  at  all  an 
unlucky  number  for  Mr.  Brackett.  It  was  his 
83rd  birthday,  and  he  was  as  bright  and  happy 
and  alert  at  the  idea  of  getting  off  to  his  summer 
camp  for  a  couple  of  months  as  any  schoolboy 
could  be  on  the  eve  of  his  holidays.  He  certainly 
does  not  look  a  day  older  than  he  did  ten  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Brackett,  as  usual,  accompanies  her 
husband  to  camp.'J 

I  am  glad  to  see  Dr.  Van  Dyke,  author  of  that 
charming  book,  "Little  Rivers,"  had  such  good 
sport. 
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American  Fly  Casting  Rules. 

I  am  often  asked  for  copies  of  American  fly  and 
bait  casting  tournament  rules,  which  I  am  unable 
to  supply.  I  see  from  the  following  Interesting  and 
friendly  letter  in  Forest  and  Stream  that  the  Chicago 
Fly  Casting  Club  will  send  their  rules,  free  of  charge, 
to  anyone  interested.  The  chairman,  Mr.  H. 
Wheeler  Perce,  writes : — 

'*  In  view  of  the  continually  increasing  interest  in 
fly  and  bait  casting  tournament  or  contest  work,  it 
is  believed  by  the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club  that 
many  of  your  readers  would  be  gratified  to  know 
that  this  club  will  be  glad  to  send,  free  of  charge 


THE  QUEEN  OF  ENGLAND. 


SOME   PHOTOGRAPHS  BY  HER  MAJESTY. 


Gunboat  off  Gibealtab  Fibing  to  Raise  the  Millions  of  Bibds  that  Live  on  the  Rock. 
(From  a  2}hotograph  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra.) 


FiEiNG  A  Royal  Salute. 
iFrom  a  Kodak  pholoyraxih  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra.) 

I 

All  our  readers  will,  I  am  sure,  be  interested  in  seeing  the  reproductions  of  photographs 
taken  by  our  gracious  and  universally-beloved  Queen,  which,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Kodak 
Company,  I  am  able  to  reproduce  in  this  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  has  not,  I  think,  been  mentioned  before,  but  in  all  the  long  line  of  English  sovereigns 
no  Queen  has  evinced  such  a  love  of  the  sea  as  Queen  Alexandra.  Year  after  year  we  find 
Her  Majesty,  escorted  by  British  men-of-war,  and  often,  indeed,  living  on  board  one,  passino- 
^^^^j^^^^*^  ocean,  taking  no  heed  of  the  weather,  and  proving  herself  on  the  British 

"Field  of  Fame"  as  worthy  to  be  the  British  Queen  as  Her  Majesty  has  done  in  all  other 
respects.  In  selecting  the  photographs  taken  by  Her  Majesty  to  reproduce  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  felt  that  our  readers  would  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that  there  is  something 
inexpressibly  interesting  and  gratifying  to  one's  pride  to  have  these  pictures  of  British  men- 
of-war  in  action  taken  by  our  Queen,  for  whom,  if  necessary,  every  man  in  the  Fleet  (as  also. 
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THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 


o 
•J 


doubtless,  every  one  of  her  subjects  out  of  it)  would  lay  biin  or  her  "doon  and  dee,"  as 
the  song  says. 

Having  personally  for  many  years  used  the  Kodak,  I  am  very  glad  to  find  it  is  also  the 
camera  preferred  by  Her  Majesty  because  of  its  simplicity  and  certainty,  and  the  fact  that 
the  film  negatives  make  admirable  enlargements.  Of  these  pictures  by  the  Queen  one  is  of 
Princess  Victoria  and  party  sea  fishing  on  a  Scottish  sea  loch  ;  another  is  of  the  "  Handy 


Heaving  the  Lead  on  the  Eoyal  Yacht. 

{From  a  Kodak  photograph  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra.) 


Pbincess  Victoeia  and  Paety  Sea  Fishing  on  a  Scottish  Sea  Loch. 
(From  a  photograph  by  Her  Majesty  Qiieen  Alexandra.) 

Man "  heaving  the  lead  on  the  Royal  yacht ;  and  of  the  remaining  two  one  shows  the  Royal 
Salute,  and  the  other  a  gunboat  off  Gibraltar  waking  up  the  millions  of  sea  birds. 

Long  may  Her  Majesty  live  and  sail  over  the  sea,  with  which  the  fate  of  our  nation  is 
bound  up,  and  may  she  use  her  great  influence  against  the  undermining  of  the  "  silver 
Btreak,"  for  England  will  be  no  longer  "  true  to  herself  "  when  she  permits  that  madness. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


to  anyone  interested  in  this  delightful  adjunct  to 
the  sport  of  angling,  a  copy  of  its  constitution,  rules, 
and  events,  on  application  to  George  A.  Davis, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  24,  Sherman  -  street, 
Chicago. 

"  This  book  is  the  result  of  fourteen  years'  ex- 
perience and  careful  compilation  and  revision. 
It  is  believed  these  rules  represent  the  best 
modem  methods  in  the  events  enumerated,  and 
that  the  events  conform,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the 
most  largely  practised  methods  of  scientific 
angling  in  America.  This  is  attested  to  by  the 
fact  that  many  clubs  that  have  been  organised 
since  the  Chicago  Club  (the  first  to  organise) 
started,  adopted  the  constitution,  rules  and  events 
verbatim,  except  for  necessary  changes  due  to 
local  name,  etc. 

"  This  offer  is  made  solely  to  promote  the  very 
enjoyable  sport  of  tournament  or  contest  work 
and  a  more  widespread  knowledge  of  prevailing 
methods,  and  it  is  sincerely  hoped  you  will  give 
the  matter  as  wide  publicity  as  you  think  its  im- 
portance warrants. 

"  990,  Old  Colony  Buildings,  Chicago." 

Kalamazoo  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament,  ~ 
August  3  and  4,  1906. 

List  of  Events. — Long-distance  fly  casting, 
distance  and  accuracy  fly  casting,  accuracy  and 
deUcacy  fly  casting,  delicacy  and  accuracy  bait 
casting  (Joz.  weights),  distance  and  accuracy  bait 
casting  (5OZ.  weights),  long-distance  bait  casting 
(^oz.  weights).  Feature,  salmon  event.  Two 
dols.  entry  fee  for  single  events  ;  five  dols.  entry 
fee  for  any  three  events.  Data  as  to  rules  on 
application.— B.  L.  Shutts,  President,  Chairman 
Tournament  Committee,  Kalamazoo,  U.S.A. 

Fish-Culture  at  Derby  Royal  Agricultural  Show. 

Lord  Denbigh  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S., 
director  of  Lord  Denbigh's  Fish-breeding  Estabhsh- 
ment,  had  the  honour  of  showing  His  Majesty  the 
King  their  fish-culture  exhibit  at  the  Derby  Royal 
Agricultural  Show  on  Jime  28.  His  Majesty  was 
greatly  interested.  It  must  be  over  haK  a  century 
since  his  father  (the  Prince  Consort)  took  note  of 
the  fish-culture  exhibit  at  the  Crystal  Palace.  By 
the  way,  will  Mr.  Feilding  kindly  tell  me  if  he  knows 
any  case  where  stocking  with  the  eggs  or  larvse  of 
water  flies  has  estabUshed  the  flies  ?  I  cannot  hear 
of  any  real  success. 

"The  Magic  Button-Hook." 

Thanks  to  my  note  in  last  Saturday's  (June  30) 
Fishing  Gazette  about  the  "Magic  Button-Hook,"  by 
Monday  morning  I  received  one  with  this  note 
from  Mr.  M.  Roberts'  Fishing  Tackle  Repository, 
82,  High-street,  Bala,  North  Wales  :— 

"  Dear  Sro,— Seeing  youi  query  for  '  The  Magic 
Button-Hook,'  I  beUeve  this  which  I  send  to  be  the 
correct  article.  Strange  to  .say,  there  are  very  few 
people  in  the  trade  who  keep  them.  These  are 
English-made  ;  the  French  copy,  as  you  say,  is 
no  good." 

The  hook,  or,  rather,  claw,  which  Mr.  Roberts  sends 
is  almost  identical  with  that  I  bought  over  twenty 
years  ago,  which  I  have  used  many  thousands  of 
times  for  buttoning  boots  and  gaiters,  and  also 
very  often  for  getting  a  small  fly  on  eyed  hook  out 
of  a  trout  or  grayhng's  mouth. 

Since  this  was  written  I  have  received  a  not« 
from  Mr.  W.  Bryant,  18,  High-street,  Horncastle, 
as  follows : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  query  in  Fishing 
Gazette  re  '  Magic  Button-Hook,'  I  have  ventured 
to  enclose  a  couple  with  hopes  you  may  find  thing 
required.  Being  an  out-of-date  article,  I  can  supply 
you  with  a  dozen  or  two,  if  needed.  You  will  see 
same  are  slightly  soiled  with  rust.  Still,  if  they  are 
the  thing  required,  you  may  have  others  with 
pleasure,  and  only  hope  they  may  be  as  useful  as 
the  many  angling  hints  have  been  to  me  from 
perusal  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  during  the  last  twenty 
years." 

Much  obUged  to  Mr.  Bryant.  Am  now  well  set 
up  in  Magic  Button-Hooks,  which  I  could  not  find 
in  London.  R-  B.  M. 

How  TO  Tie  Teout  ani?  Gratuno  Flies.— Now  Eeady,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated. .  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  sxxbject."— Faking  Qauttt. 
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A  NIGHT  EPISODE. 


Fishing  was  decidedly  off.  The  land  was  in  the 
throes  of  a  severe  drought,  wild  flowers  drooped  in 
the  hedgerows,  the  grass,  where  cropped  short  bv 
farm  stock,  w-as  scorched  bro^voa,  and  what  consti- 
tuted a  river  was  now  but  a  mere  trickle,  pursuing 
Its  shrunken  course  over  a  boulder-strcHTi  bed 
i-umips  and  mangolds  were  ruined,  so  the  farmers 
wailed  ;  but  their  plaints  lacked  sincerity,  for  hay- 
making was  in  full  swing.  ^ 
Jack  and  I  were  quartered  at  the  principal  inn 
in  an  old-world  village  in  the  North  Country,  our 
quest  being  trout-fishing,  for  which  the  locality 
18  famous.  Already  our  stay  was  protracted,  partly 
in  the  hope  that  a  welcome  change  in  the  weather 
might  occur,  partly  because  we  could  not  better  our 
position  elsewhere  ;  but  mostly,  if  the  truth  be  told 
because  congenial  company  had  recently  arrived 
m  the  persons  of  two  London  anglers  and  a  benignant 
and  prosperous-looking  merchant  from  Manchester 
who  was  "  doing  "  the  district. 

Somehow  deep  within  us,  Jack  and  I— who  had 
haunted  the  riverside  until  our  ^vriRts  were  stiff  with 
casting  at  irresponsive  trout  before  we  would  admit 
the  utter  folly  of  making  the  effort-somehow  we 
experienced  a  latent  joy  in  witnessing  the  discom- 
fiture of  the  new  arrivals  on  their  return  from  viewing 
the  river  prior  to  unstrapping  their  luggage.  But 
a  teUow-feehng  makes  us  wondrous  kind,  and  by 
tacit  consent  they  threw  in  their  lot  with  ours 

Wishing  during  the  daytime  seemed  a  mockery 
though  Jack,  with  commendable  fortitude,  would 
ply  the  dry-fly  cult  with  varying  success.  The  rest 
ot  us  possessed  ourselves  in  patience  for  the  evenin^r 
rise,  when  an  odd  brace  or  so  might  crown  the 
endeavour. 

Never  was  there  a  more  devoted  disciple  of  "  the 
great  father  of  fishers  -  than  my  friend  Jack 
•Angling  was  the  very  essence  of  his'being,  the  only 
real  hobby  he  possessed.  As  illustrating  the  fervour 
of  h.s  bent  in  this  respect,  one  night,  some  t^^•o  liours 
after  retiring-Jack  and  I  occupied  a  double- bedded 
room-I  was  awakened  by  a  faint  glare  in  the  room, 
throwing  dark  shadows  on  the  walls.  Instantly  I 
turned  over  on  my  side,  and,  lo  and  behold!  there 
was  Jac^  sitting  up  in  bed,  his  knees  touching  his 
chin,  with  a  lighted  candle  beside  him  and  a  generous 
assortment  of  fishing-tackle  bestrewing  the  bed- 
clothes. ■  What  on  earth  are  you  up  to  ?  "  I 
thundered  Jack  started,  plunged  the  room  into 
darkness  by  accidentally  overturning  the  candle, 
and,  while  trying  to  recover  it,  mumbled  forth 
•^i  was  just  making  up  a  cast  of  flies  for  to-morrow  ' 
Unly  the  Mancunian  purred  contentedly  as,  back 
from  his  Itinerary,  he  recited  the  places  of  interest 
he  had  visited. 

At  hast  there  came  an  evening  when  everyone 
including  the  man  from  Cottonopolis— who  had 
begun  to  anathematise  the  heat— confessed  to  a 
feeling  of  cnnni.  for  day,,  of  tropical  sunshine  suc- 
cecaeJ  nights  of  oppressive  closeness  Tru"  a 
subscription  dance  in  the  village  recreation  room 
one  of  the  nights  created  a  little  excitement  when 
all  the  young  men  and  maidens  from  neio-hbourine 
hamlets  attended  to  trip  the  light  fantastic  ;  but 
the  floor  had  been  so  ill  swept  that  early  the  dint 
rose  in  clouds,  and  set  everyone  a-coughing 

On  this  festive  occasion  the  male  genus  prepon- 
derated over  the  fair  sex,  and  those  luckless  wights 
unable  to  obtain  partners  stole  out  into  the  village 
on  mischief  bent  ;  and  a  rare  "  to-do  "  was  there 
next  morning  when  first  one  peace-loving  inhabitant 
and  then  another  was  seen  trying  to  get  out  of  his 
cottage,  the  door  of  which  had  been  firmly  tied  by 
the  handle  to  the  scraper.    But  on  this  particular 
night  of  which  I  write,  things  were  intolerable  : 
each  ot  us  had  the  appearance  of  a  parboiled  lobster 
It  was  too  hot  for  bridge,  likewise  to  attempt  relief 
sleep.    At  dinner  previously  our  appetites  had, 
without  exception,  flown  ;  and  now  we  were  agreed 
that  It  was  too  hot  also  to  remain  indoors   "  Happy 
thought,"  said  enthusiastic  Jack— who  like  the 
rest  of  us  was  in  just  that  frame  of  mind  to  welcome 
any  ab.surdity  pour  passer  le  temps— "wheit  do  you 
say  to  a  night's  eel-fishing  ?  "    "  Right !  "  we  all 
chorussed,  the  Manchester  tourist  just  as  readily 
though  he  intended  to  be  only  a  passive  onlooker 
What  about  the  worms  ?  "  I  asked.    "  And  some 
grub  ?  "  added  one  of  the  Londoners,  who  saw  a 
chance  of  our  appetites  reviving  by  the  waterside 

A  satisfactory  reply  to  both  questions  forth- 
coming, two  of  us  raided  the  larder,  the  landlady  and 
her  waiting-maids  having  retired,  while  the  rest 
went  in  search  of  a  stable  lantern.   Then  we  noise 
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lessly  filed  out  by  the  front  door  of  the  inn,  locking 
It  and  taking  the  key  away  with  us 

Thus  far  we  had  neglected  nothing  excepting  the 
bait ;  and  an  adjoining  well-kept  lawn,  fronting  a 
dear  old  lady  s  charming  residence,  was  suggested 
as  a  happy  hunting-ground,  where  the  dew- worm  and 
his  mate  are  wont  to  take  the  evening  air  Thither 
we^  repaired  with  silent  tread  and  hushed  voices 
and  well  it  was  for  the  dear  old  la  ly's  nerves  that 
she  slept,  much  to  our  gratification,  unnnndful  of 
our  doings,  which  were  calculated  to  have  a  weird 
and  terrifying  eflect  upon  a  person  of  ordinary 
temperament  unused  to  anglers'  idiosyncrasies,  as 
with  bent  forms  like  ghouls  after  plunder  we  moved 
about  on  the  grass,  snatching  worms  by  the  rays  of 
our  lantern.  A  few  minutci  sufficed  to  gather  a 
liberal  supply,  and  then  we  sallied  forth  alono-  a 
sweet-scented  lane,  redolent  of  the  fragrance  of  the 
wild  rose  and  honeysuckle  down  to  tlie  river 

The  night  was  pitch  dark,  and  liaving  turned  from 
the  friendly  shelter  of  the  lane,  which  we  had 
hugged  as  far  as  we  could,  we  emergo  i  into  a  field 
ot  pasture.  And  now  we  were  exposed  to  the  full 
rigours  of  the  venture,  for  between  us  and  the  point 
of  the  river  we  had  decided  upon  stood  a  dense  wood 
and  many  were  the  bumps  and  tumbles  sustained  in 
threading  its  maze  as  we  canno.ic  1  against  trees  and 
tripped  over  their  roots,  whicli  had  a  strange  pre- 
dilection to  grow  upwards  instead  of  downwards 
and  when  we  did  reach  the  riverside  there  was  sucli 
a  rubbing  of  bruised  heads  and  a-stroking  of  tender 
shins  that  more  than  one  of  us  devoutly  wished  Jack 
and  his  hare-brained  .scheme  at  Jericho. 

The  scene  of  our  operations  was  well  chosen  :  a 
deep  pool  with  a  sandy  bed,  and  an  island  of  sand 
close  inland  gave  ample  room  for  three  of  us  to  fish 
from  A  score  yards  above  was  a  waterfall— a 
grand  spectacle  in  time  of  flood,  where  just  below 
the  water  ran  almost  flush  with  the  bank  to  a  depth 
ot  at  least  6ft.,  and  hereabouts  the  other  Londoner 
and  our  Manchester  friend  stationed  themselves 
the  Mancunian,  having  taken  the  lantern,  we  on 
the  sandbank  had  recourse  to  matches  to  adjust 
our  tackle,  and  this  done,  one  after  another  weighted 
with  plummets  our  lines  were  despatched  on  "their 
mission  into  tlie  black,  swirling  waters  beyond 
r,     'J""  tl*'  ^'"^  sot  fairly  settled  down,  and' 

like  Mr.  Micawber,  were  waiting  for  something  to 
turn  up.  which  did  soon  enough  with  a  vengeance 
tor  a  loud  splash  as  of  a  large  object  striking  the 
water  sounded  above  us.    "  Keep  quiet  ;   it's  an 
otter  !^    whispered  Jack.    "Help;    he's  in  the 
hole  !    roared  the  unmistakable  voice  of  the  Man- 
cunian ;  and  the  next  moment,  intuitively  realising 
what  had  happened,  we  were  off  that  sandbank'' 
scrambling  and  somersaulting  to  the  scene  of  the 
cataitrophe,  marked  by  the  dull  light  of  the  lantern 
Happily  after  taking  a  header  and  reappearing  in 
searcn  of  the  proverbial  straw,  the  first  thin-r  thai 
came  to  hand  was  a  tree  branch  low  down  m  tlie 
water,  and  to  this  the  Londoner  manfully  clun" 
until  we  e.f  jcted  his  rescue.  ^ 
Suffice  it  that  that  put  the  finishing  touchci  to 
the  nights  adventure.    No  one  had  the  heart  +0 
continue  further,  so  getting  together  our  beloncriju^-j 
weary  and  dispirited  we  fought  our  way  back 
through  that  awful  wood,  and  great  was  our  relief 
when  just  as  the  vermilion  tints  of  dawn  spread  in 
the  eastern  sky  the  walls  of  the  inn  loomed  suddenly 
in  front  of  us.  Brown  Owl 


ME.  FEED  G.  SHAW'S  "FISHING 
AND  MOTORIST'S  LAMP." 


The  illustrations  show  this  novelty  so  clearly 
that  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  it  is  an  electric 
glow-lamp,  which  you  can  switch  on  or  off  in  a 
second.    It  hangs  on  a  cord  round  your  neck,  and 


Mb.  Feed  G.  Shaw's  "Fishing  akd 
Motokist's  La.mp." 

is  carried  in  a  breast  pocket.  It  will  be  found  of 
the  greatest  assistance  in  changing  flies,  etc.,  when 
It  is  getting  dusk,  also  for  motorists  who  have  to 
look  for  some  breakage  near  the  petrol-  tank,  most 


Angler  Threading  Eybd-Hook  on  to  Gut  by 
Means  op  Shaw's  Fishing  Lamp. 


PEOBABLE  ADVANCE 
OF  GUT. 


IN  PEICE 


The  crop  has  been  unusually  late  this  year  As 
regards  quantity,  it  is  an  average  one,  the  very 
heavy  classes  a.e  very  scarce.    Prices  would  have 
bten  normal  but  for  the  eagerness  of  some  of  the 
buyers,  and  an  enormous  drop  in  the  exchange, 
ihe  price  of  the  raw  material  itself  advanced  only 
from  8  to  10  per  cent.,  but  the  lowering  of  the  ex- 
change to  nearly  par,  which  is  a  difference  in  the 
cost  of  22i  per  cent,  from  that  of  last  year,  made 
all  the  difference,  and  while  there  may  be  various 
estimates  as  to  the  advance  in  gut  itself,  there  is 
no  getting  away  from  the  fact  of  the  exchange 
which  is  known  to  the  whole  world,  and,  between 
the  two,  wo  estimate  that  there  is  an  advance  of  at 
least  30  per  cent,  over  last  year. 

Owing  to  this  advance,  the  fishing-tackle  dealers 
and  makers  may  have  to  increase  the  price  of  gut 
casts,  traces,  mounted  hooks,  and  raw  gut. 

S.  Allcock  and  Co..  Ltd. 
Redditch. 


dangerous  work  if  matches  are  used,  but  quite  safe 
with  this  lamp,  which  is  made  by  Messrs.  Dollond 
and  Co.,  of  II,  Kirby-street,  Hatton  garden,  the 
celebrated  opticians. 


HOLIDAY  TOUES  TO  NOEAVAY 
SWEDEN,  AND  EUSSIA. 

THE  WILSON  LINE. 

We  have  received  from  the  Wilson  Line  their 
Annual  Handbook  of  Holiday  Tours  to  Norway 
Nweden  and  Russia,  in  connection  with  their 
steamers  from  London  and  Hull.  The  central  idea 
of  these  tours  is  that  a  ny)re  interesting  and  varied 
holiday  can  be  made  by  visiting  the  interior  of 
the  country  than  can  be  obtained  by  yachtinc^  toifs 
to  the  Fjords.  The  inclusive  prices  are  exceedingly 
moderate,  ranging  from  £6  10s.  to  £17  l.js  The 
book  is  well  iflustrated,  and  gives  a  good  idea  of 
the  splendid  scenery  visited.  It  can  be  obtained 
tree  on  apphcation  from  their  London  Agents  the 
United  Shipping  Co.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch -street,' 
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KILLIN   AND   THE    FALLS  OF 
THE  DOCHART. 

To  the  ordinary  tourist  travelling  by  the  Caledonian  Railway 
between  Stirling  and  Oban,  it  may  be  that  the  view  from  Killin 
Junction  Station  is  not  so  impressive  as  the  mountains  and  gorges, 
notably  the  Pass  of  Glen  Ogle,  through  which  he  has  just 
passed.  From  this  station  the  valley  of  the  Dochart  is  seen 
almost  from  end  to  end,  and  the  river,  serpentinely  wandering  as  it 
does  down  a  stretch  as  flat  as  a  piece  of  Holland,  tempts  no  more 
than  a  passing  glance. 

To  the  angler,  however,  the  sight  of  that  river,  uninteresting  to 
others  as  it  may  be,  is  entrancing,  for  he  well  knows  that  only  a 
few  miles  back,  almost  in  the  direction  from  whence  he  has  come, 
lies  that  fine  lake  into  which  the  Dochart  empties.  Loch  Tay — 
celebrated  alike  for  its  natural  beauties,  its  trout,  and  more  par- 
ticularly its  salmon  fishing.  The  hotel  at  Killin  is  comfortable,  and 
the  .  charges  can  easily  be  ascertained  on  application,  being  those 
generally  of  Scottish  hotels. 

The  end  of  the  lake  nearest  the  hotel,  for  about  two  miles  down, 
is  called  the  "  Reserve  Water,"  and  the  angler  has  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  fishing  this  portion  the  sum  of  £1  10s.  per  diem,  whether 
he  catch  a  fish  or  not ;  whether  he  catch  one  or  a  million,  the 
same  amount  is  collected  from  him.  (N.B. — Only  £1  5s.  after 
April  14.) 

After  passing  the  Reserve  Water,  the  next  two  miles  or  there- 
abouts constitute  what  is  known  as  the  Hotel  Water,  where  the 
charge  is  £1  per  fish  caught  up  to  five  fish,  and  after  that  number 
any  extra  fish  taken  in  the  course  of  any  one  week  are  not  charged 
for.    The  records  of  extra  fish  are  not  overwhelming. 

Trout  fishing  at  all  times  is  free,  but  the  fish,  as  a  rule,  do  not 
run  large,  at  any  rate,  to  the  fly,  while  trolling  for  the  large  ones 
is  not  much  practised. 

The  comfort  and  "  lake  "-worthiness  of  tlie  boats  are  marked, 
and  the  men  willing,  civil,  and  keen. 

Sunday  fishing  is  not  allowed,  but  the  strict  observance  of  the 
Sabbath  is  not  so  marked  as  formerly,  and  the  worshipping  on  the 
Sabbath  of  the  beauties  and  wonders  of  Nature  by  walks  or  cycle 
rides  raises  no  comment — at  least,  open. 

The  River  Dochart  is  uninteresting  until  just  as  it  reaches  Killin. 
Half  a  mile  from  there  it  passes  the  Falls,  shown  in  "The  Baron's  " 
very  fine  photograph  which  he  kindly  allows  us  to  reproduce,  and 
then  through  two  gorges  into  the  lake. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Lochie  River,  which  joins  the  Dochart 
withm  a  few  hundred  yards  of  its  running  into  Loch  Tay,  is  of 
singular  beauty,  though  the  Falls  of  Lochie,  about  two  miles  from 
Killin,  are  so  high  as  to  prevent  any  salmon  passing  up. 

Looking  at  the  photo,  on  the  right  ^is  seen  the  bridge  (not  very 
distinct)  over  which  one  has  to  pass  to  get  to  Killin,  on  the  right  of 
the  picture  about  the  foot  of  the  mountain  shown  in  the  centre ; 
while  the  Lochie  runs  almost  parallel  with  the  Dochart,  but  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain. 

Some  time  ago  "  The  Baron  "  took  an  opportunity  in  the  Fishm/ 
Gazette,  of  pouiting  out  by  pen  and  camera  some  of  the  places  in 
Ireland  where  cheap  fishing  and  accommodation  could  be  obtained. 
It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  report  that  salmon  angling  was  a 
pastime  well  within  the  reach  of  those  of  moderate  means;  con- 
scientiously, he  cannot  do  so, 
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HOW  I  BECAME  A  MOTHEK 
KINGFISHEE. 
By  Percy  Wadham. 


''  There  goes  a  kingfisher  with  a  fish  in  its  bill," 
said  my  old  keeper,  Curley,  as  an  iridescent  tur- 
quoise gem  of  the  water  flashed  past  us  in  the 


A,  Kingfisher  in  the  Hand  is  Worth  Two  in  the  Teout  Stream. 

bright  sunlight  one  delightful  May  morning,  when 

we  were  taking  a  stroll  round  the  trout  preserves 

at  Carisbrooke. 

"  That,"  said  I,  "  means  young  kingfishers  about, 

which  is  very  rare,  as  I  have  lived  by  the  side  of 

these  waters  for  over  twenty  years  and  have  never 

known  a  nest  here  before." 

Neither  have  I,"  said  the  old  keeper,  who  is 
himself  a  great  bird-lover,  "  but  my  father  had  five 
young  ones  brought  to  him  over  forty  years  ago. 
They  were  taken  from  a  nest  five  or  six  miles  from 
here,  on  a  different  stream  altogether.  He  was  a 
don  hand  at  rearing  birds,  and  did  his  best  to  bring 
them  up,  but  they  '  pegged  out '  after  he  had  kept 
them  three  days.  Them's  one  of  the  sorts  of  birds 
that  can't  be  kept  in  a  cage." 

"  Just  look  !— that  old  kingfisher  has  taken  that 
fish  m  the  direction  of  Carisbrooke  Castle,  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  water," 
said  I,  as  my  eyes  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  bird 
during  our  conversation.  "  You  go  on  and  see  if 
the  trout  want  any  attention,  as  I  am  off  to  find 
that  kingfisher's  nest.  I  can  then  ask  His  Majesty 
Kingfisher  himself  how  the  fish  are  getting  on,  and 
find  out  if  this  year's  trout  fry  are  on  the  decrease 
now  he  has  '  other  fish  to  fry  '  for  his  voracious 
family." 

But  it  was  not  such  an  easy  matter  to  locate  the 
nest,  although  I  lay  in  ambush  for  hours  and 
watched  the  old  birds  come  whizzing  through  the 
trees,  their  nest  was  evidently  farther  on  ;  so  I  had 
to  look  for  fresh  hiding-places,  and  by  so  doing  could 
gradually  find  in  what  direction  to  look  for  the 
nest  ;  but  the  birds  went  right  through  the  plan- 
tation where  I  had  been  stationed,  and  I  always  lost 
sight  of  them  as  they  disappeared  over  a  bank 
down  into  a  dale. 

So  I  went  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  and  my 
object  was  to  find  a  hole  in  the  bank.  These  I 
found— and  plenty  of  them— but  they  all  turned 
out  disused  rats'  holes.  I  was  beginning  to  feel 
I  was  "  off  the  scent,"  when  a  few  yards  farther  on 
I  came  to  a  Httle  pit,  and  as  soon  as  I  put  my  foot 
nto  it  I  was  painfully  aware  that  I  was  "  on  the 


scent."    Talk  about  "  striking  'ile  "  ! — it  was  more 
hke  striking  a  barrel  of  fish-oil  that  had  been  fer- 
menting for  some  months,  and  although  I  could  not 
yet  see  the  kingfishers'  nest,  my  nose  told  me  I  had 
found  it.    A  few  yards  farther  on  there  was  the 
Kingfishers'  Palace — a  palace  to  look  at  with  its 
mantle  of  ivy — but,  friends,  hold  your  nose,  look 
at  it  quickly,  and  pass  on.    Who  could  have  chosen 
a  more  suitable  sight  for  a 
regal  home  than  this  was — 
on  Crown  land,  the  grounds 
of  Carisbrooke  Castle,  the 
home  of    kings,   not  far 
distant  from  the  window 
where   the  good  but  un- 
fortunate   King  Charles 
tried  to  escape  nearly  260 
years  ago. 

It  was  not  long  before 
one  of  the  briUiant  birds 
was  seen  flying  like  a 
meteor  through  the  beech 
plantation  with  a  fish  in 
its  bill,  and  very  quickly 
it  arrived  at  the  palace 
gates,  where  it  flew  direct 
into  the  opening  without 
seeming  to  pause,  and  a 
few  seconds  after  it  just 
as  suddenly  came  darting 
out  of  the  small  hole  as  if 
it  were  a  bullet  from  a 
musket. 

The  parent  birds  began 
to  feed  as  soon  as  it  was 
light,  which  was,  at  that 
time  of  the  year.  May  15, 
at  3.30  a.m.  ;  and  one 
of  them  returned  about 
every  fifteen  minutes  with 
food  during  the  day, 
although  not  quite  so  often 
in  the  afternoon  ;  and  they 
fed  the  young  right  up  to 
8.30  in  the  evening  —  in 
fact,  before  they  stopped 
the  light  was  so  bad  that  I 
could  scarcely  see  the  birds 
come  and  go.  This  was 
not  bad  work,  considering 
.       .  the  nest  was  quite  a  quarter 

ot  a  mile  away  from  the  water,  which  meant  about 
htty  journeys  to  and  fro,  besides  catching  fish  for 
their  own  consumption. 

It  was  late  before  I  couM  get  to  my  watch-house 
on  the  third  afternoon,  and  I  was  greatly  surprised 
to  tmd  there  was  no  food-supply  forthcoming.  I 
waited  one  hour,  and  then  two,  but  had  not  the 
pleasure   of    seeing  my 

well-known  and  gorgeous  .  

friends  come  dashing 
through  the  foliage.  I 
began  to  fear  someone 
else  had  discovered  the 
nest,  and  perhaps  had 
molested  the  young,  but 
on  going  to  the  nest  and 
rattling  a  stick  on  the 
bank  at  the  mouth  of  the 
hole  I  soon  found  it  was 
tenanted— but,  oh  !  what 
a  pitiful  cry  from  within, 
and  I  had  never  heard  a 
sound  previously.  This 
seemed  to  prove  that 
something  had  happened 
to  the  old  birds  ;  and 
then  I  remembered  that 
one  or  two  people  who 
possessed  guns  had  told 
me  of  the  lovely  king- 
fisher they  had  seen  on 
a  rail  over  the  stream  at 
the  bottom  of  their 
garden. 

I  went  home  and  re- 
turned later  in  the 
evening,    knowing  that 


be  impossible  to  do  the  laborious  work  of  two,  and 
consequently  it  would  forsake  its  family  imme- 
diately. 

"  Here's  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish  "—or  kingfishers, 
and  what  is  to  be  done  !  I  could  try  and  hand- 
rear  them,  but  there  were  two  difficulties  con- 
fronting me.  The  first  was  that  I  had  been  given 
to  understand  by  all  bird-fanciers  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  rear  kingfishers  and  keep  them  in  con- 
finement, and  the  second  was  that  kingfishers  are 
rigorously  protected  by  law  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 
But  still,  thought  I,  it  does  seem  a  terrible  shame 
that  these  lovely  innocent  birds  should  starve  to 
death,  and  surely  no  one  would  blame  me  for  acting 
the  Good  Samaritan.  I  could  but  do  my  best. 
But  if  anything  was  to  be  done  it  must  be  done 
quickly,  as  it  was  now  fast  getting  dark,  and  the 
poor  nestlings  had  had  no  food  for  some  hours,  and 
that  great  bird-lover,  the  late  Dr.  Bechstein,  says 
that  a  kingfisher  will  not  live  more  than  twenty-four 
hours  without  food,  they  so  quickly  digest  it. 

Well,  I  decided  to  try  my  hand  at  rearing  the 
birds  and  risk  the  consequences,  so  hurried  home  to 
prepare  a  nest  for  them. 

My  belief  is  that  to  hand-rear  kingfishers  suc- 
cessfully everything  must  be  done  for  them  as  in 
nature  ;  so  I  commenced  by  getting  the  grass-box 
of  the  lawn-mower  and  lining  it  with  turf,  so  that 
the  birds  should  have  not  only  earth  to  squat  on, 
but  earth  all  round  them.  Now  for  a  cage  of  some 
sort  to  put  the  lawn-mower  box  in.  I  did  not  hke 
the  idea  of  an  ordinary  cage  with  a  wire  front,  as 
the  young  birds  would  get  so  much  more  light  than 
they  were  accustomed  to  in  their  dark  cavern. 
Suddenly  I  thought  of  our  outdoor  meat-safe.' 
That  would  be  just  the  thing,  as  it  could  not  let 
much  light  in,  and  the  young  ones  could  not  batter 
themselves  about  against  the  fine  gauze.  But  what 
would  the  wife  say  ! 

On  going  indoors  I  found  my  wife  on  the  top  of 
the  staircase,  just  going  to  bed,  which  gave  me  great 
confidence,  as  there  is  nothing  like  having  one's 
wife  at  some  distance  when  you  want  to  borrow  her 
meat-safe  to  use  for  a  menagerie.  I  stated  my  case  * 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  hoped  she  would  do  the 
same  ;  but  although  it  was  late  at  night  I  had  to 
listen  to  about  twenty  reasons  why  it  was  impossible 
to  have  the  meat-safe,  finishing  up  by  asking  what 
was  she  to  do  with  the  leg  of  mutton  now  the  spring 
was  here.  But  I  argued  that  it  was  in  August  when 
the  "  bluebottles  "  were  thickest,  and  I  should 
have  finished  with  the  safe  before  that ;  and  on  my 
promising  to  do  without  meat  and  become  a  strict 
vegetarian  at  last  my  wife  said  I  might  borrow  the 
meat-safe.  Having  obtained  the  key,  I  soon  had 
it  emptied  of  its  joints,  butter,  etc.,  and  another 
hour's  work  found  it  minus  its  shelves  and  meat- 
hooks,  with  branches  to  take  their  place,  and  the 


the  old  birds  feed  their  young  very  frequently 
before  nightfall,  but  there  was  the  same  disappoint- 
ment both  for  me  and  the  young  kingfishers, 
who  had  to  go  to  sleep  supperless.  Probably 
but  one  of  the  parent  birds  met  with  an,  un- 
timely end,  but  the  other  would  not  attempt  to 
rear  the  young,  as  instinct  would  tell  it  that  it  would 


The  Kingfisher's  Palace. 

grass-mower  box  lined  with  turf  up  in  the  corner. 

Now  for  the  birds  ;  and  as  it  wanted  but  a  few 
minutes  to  midnight  there  was  not  much  chance  of 
being  seen  by  any  obnoxious  persons,  unless  it  was 
the  "  obnoxious  Bobby  "  himself.  So  off  I  trudged 
with  a  ladder  with  which  to  scale  the  hoary  fence 
of  Carisbrooke  Castle  grounds.    A  few  yards  farther 
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on  brought  me  to  the  wooded  dale  where  I  had 
spent  so  many  hours  during  the  last  few  days,  and 
with  a  little  cautious  chmbing  on  hands  and  knees 
in  almost  total  darkness,  I  reached  the  pit,  the  dense 
foliage  of  the  trees  shutting  out  what  little  light 
there  was.  Ah  !  this  is  about  where  the  nest 
should  be,  a  Uttle  to  the  right,  under  the  trailing 
ivy  ;  and  after  groping  about  a  little  while — eyes 
were  of  no  use — I  found  the  entrance  to  the  nest, 
about  the  size  of  a  small  tea-cup,  too  small  to  insert 
my  hand  ;  so  I  took  out  my  pocket-knife,  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  good  big  blade  commenced  to  remove 
the  gravelly  earth,  wondering  how  many  nestlings 
there  would  be,  and  if  the  poor  birds  were  still  alive. 
I  tucked  up  my  sleeve  and  then  inserted  my  hand 
a  short  distance  into  the  tunnel,  and  felt  a  lot  of 
cold  slimy  stuff  cling  to  my  hand  and  naked  arm. 
When  I  got  my  hand  in  still  further,  at  a  distance 
of  about  two  feet,  I  found  I  could  just  touch  some- 
thing warm,  and  to  my  delight  I  discovered  the 
birds  to  be  still  alive.  A  little  more  digging  with 
my  knife  and  I  had  reached  the  nest,  and  one  by 
one  the  orphans  were  quickly  transferred.  But 
what  a  crowd  !  I  had  already  five  in  my  warm 
coat-pocket,  yet  still  they  came — six — seven — 
that  was  the  last.  But  what  peculiar  things  they 
felt  in  the  dark,  and  I  began  to  fear 
they  were  not  young  birds  after  all. 
Then  I  struck  a  light  to  see  what 
slimy  mess  that  was  all  the  way 
through  the  tunnel  and  which  stuck 
to  my  hand  and  arm  ;  but  the 
mystery  was  not  far  to  seek,  for  it 
was  one  conglomeration  of  evil- 
smelling  fish-bones  from  beginning 
to  end,  the  work  of  the  baby  king- 
fishers, owing  to  the  parent  birds 
feeding  their  young  with  whole 
small  fish,  and  all  the  bones  which 
could  not  be  digested  were  vomited 
up  in  the  form  of  pellets.  But  look 
at  the  wonderful  instinct  the  old 
birds  possessed  as  to  the  proper 
drainage  of  all  this  filth  from  the 
nest,  for  the  tunnel  slopes  down- 
wards from  the  nest  at  a  quick 
angle,  so  that  all  the  disgorged 
pellets  and  waste  can  slip  down 
and  out  into  the  open.  No  wonder 
I  found  the  nest  with  my  nose.  I 
lit  another  match  to  have  a  look  at 
the  nest  ;  it  was  hollowed  out  in 
the  soil,  about  5in.  in  diameter,  like 
a  saucer,  and  the  young  must  have 
been  squatting  on  the  cold  bare 
earth.  Other  naturalists  have  stated 
that  in  the  nests  they  have  examined 
the  almost  round,  transparent  white 
eggs  (they  appear  of  a  delicate  pink 
shade  owing  to  the  yolk  being  seen 
through  the  pink  shell)  have  been 
laid  on  fish-bones.  This  must,  I 
think,  be  accidental,  and  not  owing 
to  the  kingfisher's  ingenuity.  For 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the 
same  birds  resort  every  year,  if  not 
disturbed,  to  the  same  hole  to  nest, 
bringing  up  as  many  as  two  broods  in 
the  season  ;  and  it  is  only  natural 
that  some  of  the  disgorged  fish-bones  should  fall 
back  into  the  hollow  nest,  and  after  a  few  years 
would  soon  form  a  good  thick  flooring,  and  appear 
as  though  the  birds  had  constructed  the  nest  of 
fish-bones.  Evidently  the*  nest  I  had  just 
examined  was  the  first  time  of  occupation  by  the 
kingfishers.  Even  dear  old  Izaak  Walton  speaks 
of  the  kingfisher's  nest  as  "being  made  of  little 
fishes  bones,  that  have  such  a  geometrical  inter- 
weaving and  connection  as  the  like  is  not  to  be 
done  by  the  art  of  man." 

My  steps  were  then  retraced,  and  on  arriving 
home  the  seven  young  birds  were  soon  in  the  light 
of  the  gas,  and  it  was  then  easily  understood  why 
they  felt  so  queer  to  handle  in  the  dark,  for  they 
looked  more  like  tiny  hedgehogs  than  birds.  They 
were  not  the  lovely  kingfishers  we  see  by  the  ponds* 
and  streams,  but  quite  dingy,  and  covered  with  long 
soft  grey  spines  ;  and  as  they  squatted  there  on 
the  table  in  the  gaslight,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their 
long  characteristic  pointed  bills,  I  should  never 
have  known  them  to  be  kingfishers.  I  transferred 
them  to  their  new  and  more  savoury  home,  and 
began  to  make  preparations  for  some  food  for 
them. 

I  soon  caught  a  trout  from  the  stream  running 


through  my  garden,  and  then  cut  up  the  fish  in 
small  pieces  about  lin.  long  and  as  big  as  an  ordinary 
lead  pencil.  It  was  a  tedious  job,  but  I  had  finished 
by  two  o'clock.  I  gave  up  the  idea  of  going  to  bed 
then,  as  it  would  be  dawn  in  less  than  an  hour,  and 
my  charges  would  be  more  than  ready  for  their 
early  breakfast. 

It  was  soon  light  enough  to  see  to  feed  them,  and 
although  I  have  reared  all  sorts  of  wild  birds,  I  was 
all  excitement,  wondering  how  I  should  get  on  with 
such  difficult  ones.  The  meat-safe  was  soon 
opened  and  a  portion  of  the  turf  removed  from  the 
front  of  the  grass -mower  box  ;  and  the  family 
looked  very  comfortable  all  huddled  up  together, 
although  not  so  bright  as  I  wished  to  see  them, 
owing  to  their  long  fasting. 

The  young  birds  evidently  did  not  take  kindly 
to  me  as  a  foster-mother,  for  they  would  not  open 
their  bills  of  their  own  accord  when  I  offered  them 
the  pieces  of  trout  This  was  a  disappointment,  as 
the  food  would  have  to  be  forced  into  them,  and  it 
is  such  a  job  to  know  when  they  have  had  sufficient. 
Each  one  was  taken  out,  the  beak  forced  apart, 
and  two  pieces  of  trout  pushed  down  its  throat  by 
means  of  a  piece  of  stick.  This  I  performed  every 
hour,  and  by  the  time  they  had  eaten  the  l^lb.  trout, 


pecking  up  their  own  food,  so  I  put  into  the  meat- 
safe  a  large  earthenware  flowerpot-saucer  with  a 
little  water  and  several  live  sticklebacks,  and  all  the 
seven  kingfishers  were  now  made  to  perch  on  the 
edge  of  the  saucer,  and  by  holding  on  to  a  fish  with 
my  fingers  under  the  water  the  birds  gradually 
learnt  to  reach  down  and  catch  the  fish  for  them- 
selves, and  tliey  became  quite  proficient  at  it  after 
a  few  days'  tuition.  I  now  gave  them  nothing  but 
live  sticklebacks — strange  to  say,  we  have  no 
minnows  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  but  have  several 
species  of  sticklebacks.  The  birds'  appetites 
seemed  to  increase,  and  they  now  consumed  at 
five  weeks  old  thirty-three  large  sticklebacks  each, 
which  means  231  fish  for  me  to  provide  daily. 
Fortunately  for  me,  as  well  as  for  the  kingfishers, 
it  was  the  breeding  season  of  the  three-spined 
stickleback,  and  they  congregated  in  goodly  numbers 
for  the  purpose. 

Now  that  the  young  kingfishers  could  catch  live 
fish,  the  first  thing  to  do  before  swallowing  them 
was  to  kill  the  fish  in  the  same  manner  that  the  old 
birds  adopt.  This  they  soon  learned  to  do  by 
taking  the  stickleback  crosswise  in  their  bill  and 
giving  it  three  or  four  smart  raps  up  against  what- 
ever they  were  perching  on,  and  when  stunned 


A  Corner  of  the  Aviary. 


which  lasted  them  nearly  two  days,  they  seemed 
quite  perky. 

About  a  week  after  they  had  been  in  my  possession 
what  appeared  to  be  spines  began  to  shell  off,  and  it 
was  soon  seen  that  they  were  simply  casings  to  the 
gorgeous  feathers,  probably  Nature's  protection 
against  the  filth  in  their  foul  nesting-place.  Within  ' 
a  few  days  there  was  a  grand  transformation  scene, 
all  the  casings  had  dropped  from  the  feathers,  and 
the  kingfisher  was  seen  in  all  its  glory,  excepting 
that  the  orange-brown  colour  of  the  breast  was  not 
so  rich  ;  otherwise  they  looked  like  old  birds,  and 
yet  they  were  but  thirty-four  days  old. 

Much  to  my  surprise,  all  seven  of  my  adopted 
youngsters  were  going  on  famously,  and  if  time  and 
trouble  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  it  is  only  right 
they  should  do  so  ;  for  I  was  up  at  3.30  every 
morning  to  give  them  their  first  meal,  and  continued 
feeding  them  every  hour  right  up  to  8.30  in  the 
evening.  Salt-water  fish  seem  to  do  for  them  just 
as  well  as  fresh,  for  a  large  whiting  was  bought  daily 
at  the  fishmonger's,  which  caused  him  to  make  the 
remark  that  he  "  hoped  there  was  no  one  ill  at 
home." 

My  coral-red-legged  gentry  now  commenced  to 
climb  out  of  their  artificial  nest  and  show  signs  of 


down  went  the  fish,  head  first ;  with  one  gulp  and 
one  or  two  stretchings  of  the  neck  the  fish  J  was 
"  lost  to  sight,"  though  "  to  memory  dear."  The 
bones  cannot  be  digested,  so  after  a  short  time  the 
kingfisher  wears  a  very  funny  expression,  for  it 
looks  as  if  it  wants  to  be  sick,  so  opens  its  beak,  and 
up  comes  a  little  mass  of  bones  into  the  bird's  mouth, 
united  together,  about  the  size  and  shape  of  an 
acorn.  One  or  two  shakes  of  the  head,  and  out 
flies  the  pellet  for  sometimes  a  distance  of  two  or 
three  yards.  Look  out,  brother  kingfisher,  for  one 
in  the  eye — which  he  sometimes  gets  ;  but  it  more 
often  ends  by  sticking  on  the  side  of  what  was  my 
wife's  nice  clean  meat-safe. 

Do  you  want  to  see  a  pretty  sight  ?  Just  look  in 
at  the  door  and  see  all  seven  kingfishers  in  a  row 
on  top  of  the  tin  lawn-mower  box.  Each  has  a 
wriggling  fish  crosswise  in  its  bill.  Now  listen, 
they  all  commence  to  kill  the  fish  by  hitting  them 
against  the  tin  box — you  would  think  it  was  a  drum 
and  fife  band  in  the  distance,  such  a  rattle  do 
they  make.  This  went  on  almost  incessantly, 
for  they  seemed  to  be  always  feeding,  and  all 
day  long  it  was  a  case  of  Oh  !  listen  to  the 
band." 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MESSRS.  WHITE  AND  CORFE'S  RECORD  CATCH  OF  RUDD. 


Mr.  Hardy  Corfe  increasing  the  Score. 


and  Cort^  ^Tui'eleThZna  "  o1        "  "'^  '  '^"^  ''''''  ''^"^  ^  8°°^  t™*^*.     For  account  of  Messrs.  White 

his  own  rod  i  onfday )  "  "  ^"  '"'^'^  '""^  '  '^^^^ 


THE  GEEEN  OF  ENGLISH 
LAWNS. 


The  human  soul  is  so  made  that  green  is  one  of 
Its    most    delectable    aesthetic    experiences.  The 
colour  is  not  exciting,  hke  red,  nor  stimulating  hke 
yellow,  nor  exalting  and"  inspiring  hke  blue  ;  it 
IS  simply  soothing,  satisfying,  reviving,  delicious. 
It  IS  the  human  colour  ;  if  there  be  planets  on 
whose  surface  green  is  a  colour  as  I'are  as  is  blue  on 
ours,  our  race  would  speedily  languish  and  die  out 
there.    But  I  speak,  of  course,  of  the  perfect  gi'een— 
the  green  of  Enghsh  lawns.    Other  greens  there  are, 
cold,  or  trivial,  or  muddy,  or  crude,  which  do  but 
irritate  or  depress  us  ;   and  there  are  blue-greens 
and  gray-greens,  well  enough  in  their  places  ;  and  i 
in  the  caves  of  icebergs,  spiritual  greens   that  I 
exercise  a  weird  enchantment.    But  for  the  garment 
of  the  mighty,  round  earth  no  other  green  is  more  ' 
worthy  than  this  of  England  ;  none  other  touches  ! 
so  inmirdly  the  heart  of  man.    No  wonder  that  ' 
-balstaff,  on  his  death-bed,  babbled  o'  green  fields  ; 
for  my  dying  eyes  I  could  desire  no  happier  vision 
than  the  gracious  levels  of  an  English  lawn  steeped  i 
m  the  gentle  sunshine  of  a  summer  afternoon.—  ' 
Julian  Hawthorne,  in  the  Atlantic. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  OTTEK. 

It  was  a  bright  but  somewhat  cold  morning 
towards  the  end  of  May  that  I  started  with  all  fly- 
fishing impedimenta  to  try  my  luck  on  a  few 
meadows  which  border  the  Otter.  The  conditions 
for  sport  were  not  favourable.  A  cold  north-east 
wind  was  blowing  down  stream.  It  had  prevailed 
more  or  less  for  the  past  fortnight,  and  there  had 
been  no  good  rise  either  of  fly  or  fish  during  that 
period.  The  stream,  moreover,  was  very  low  and 
clear,  and,  looking  at  all  these  drawbacks,  there 
was  little  ground  for  hope.  But  it  was  a  beautiful 
mormng  for  outdoor  exercise,  and  the  little  river 
looked  very  attractive,  sparkling  and  bubbling 
between  its  well-bushed  banks.  It  is  this  pecu- 
liarity of  Devonshire  streams,  this  fact  that  they 
are  so  picturesquely  banked,  havmg  none  of  that 
drab  monotony  which  so  often  characterises  many 
of  the  chalk  streams,  which  renders  the  trouting  of 
the  West  so  fascinating,  and  perhaps  peerless  among 
all  the  lovely  streams  of  the  county  is  the  little 
Otter. 

As  there  was  no  sign  of  a  fish  moving,  I  put  on 
two  likely  flies,  a  wingless  Blue  Upright  and  a 
small  Hare's  Ear  with  gold  ribbing,  and  proceeded, 
with  upstream  casts,  to  search  every  little  bit  of 
water  m  the  sunk  fly  method.  An  hour  of  this 
work  produced  no  result  whatever,  and  then,  as  'a 
few  Duns  came  floating  down  the  stream,  and  a 
ring  or  two  from  rising  fish  wa?  noticed,  I  changed 
to  a  regular  dry-fly  cast  mounted  with  a  floating 
Blue  Upright  dressed  on  a  00  hook 


The  few  rings  observable  wore  in  the  still  water, 
not  in  the  runs,  which  on  this  stretch  of  water 
usually  mean  failure,  but,  getting  below  them,  I 
tried  to  crawl  up  to  within  casting  distance  of 
them.    But  the  down-stream  wind  was  unfavour- 
able for  a  long  cast,  and  as  soon  as  I  had  crouched 
and  crawled  within  something  like  possible  range, 
all  rising  ceased.    The  trout  of  the  Otter  are  not  a 
jot  behind  any  of  their  relations  in  the  chalk 
streams  in  their  powers  of  sight  before  and  behind. 
Presently,  however,  I  was  cheered  by  seeing  some 
rises  at  the  tail  of  a  "  stickle,"  and  my  bank  was 
j  favourable   for  approaching    th«n  comfortably. 
!  The  floater  went  over  several  fish  and  tempted 
)  two,  but  they  were  not  hooked ;  one  was  sharply 
pricked,  and  just  when  a  delicious  sense  of  some- 
thing weighty  at  the  end  of  the  line  made  me 
:  think  I  was  fast  in  a  good  one,  there  was  a  boil  in 
i  the  water,  a  yellow  gleam,  and  he  was  gone.  I 
j  had  commenced  fishing  at  10  a.m.,  and  it  was  just 
i  twelve  when  I  got  my  first  fish.    He  rose  in  about 
,  three  feet  of  water,  and  on  my  striking,  dashed  off 
;  down  stream  in  gallant  style,  and  from  the  feel  of 
!  him  I  thought  he  was  a  pounder  at  least,  but 
when  he  broke  the  water  a  few  yards  lower  down 
I  saw  he  was  only  a  nice  ordinary  trout,  hooked 
foul  in  the  flank.    It  has  always  been  my  experi- 
ence—without exception,  I  think— that  a  foul- 
hooked  fish  cannot  escape  unless  he  breaks  the 
line.    If  the  fly  has  only  picked  up  the  smallest 
thread  of  skin  it  will  hold  him  for  ever — so  tough 
is  the  skin  of  a  trout — and  knowing  this,  I  always 
adopt  forcible  tactics.    In  the  present  instance  I 
quickly  wound  up  my  fish  and  forced  him  into 
the    landing-net.     He   was   a   lovely    fish,  in 
the  very  pink  of  condition,  weighing  lOoz.  The 
Olives  now  appeared  thick  on  the  water,  and  I 
changed  to  an  imitation  of  that  fly.    Coming  to  a 
favourite  stickle,  I  saw  a  good  fish  feeding  in  mid- 
stream.   He  was  poised  within  a  few  inches  of  the 
surface,  and  was  quietly  sucking  in  every  Olive 
that  passed  over  him,  scarcely  dimpling  the  surface 
of  the  stream  with  his  rise.    After  two  or  three 
trial  shots  to  get  the  range,  my  fly  sailed  right  over 
his  nose,  and  he  had  it.    Such  a  wallop,  followed 
by  a  two-foot  leap  out  of  the  water!— a  really 
grand  trout  for  this  stream.    He  tried  to  get 
under  the   opposite   bank,   which    was  heavily 
wooded,  and  when  forced  away  from  it,  made  rush 
after  rush  to  gain  another  shelter.     Twice  when 
brought  near  the  fatal  net  he  rallied  and  dashed 
away  again;  but  he  could  not  fight  for  ever,  and 
at  last  subsided  into  the  meshes.    The  spring-  | 
balance  made  him  a  pound  exactly;  but,  knowing  j 
that  this  instrument  flatters,  I  put  him  down  at  ' 
rather  over  15oz.,  which  subsequently  was  proved  ' 
to  be  his  proper  weight. 

This  day  turned  out  to  be  far  better  than  I  had 
any  reason  to  expect;  there  was  a  better  rise  of  ! 
fly  and  of  fish  than  there  had  been  for  weeks  past. 
After  landing  the   big  one,   I   proceeded   with  I 
indifferent  success,  raising,  pricking,  and  losing 


several  fish,  and  landing  two  little  6oz.  trout  only. 
Such  fish  are  quite  keepable  on  the  Otter— the 
limit  being  8in.— and,  though  small,  are  very 
game,  and  certainly  are  most  excellent  on  the 
table. 

My  next  good  fish  came  from  a  deep  pool  which 
is  literally  surrounded  by  big  trees,  and  is  most 
difficult  to  fish.  It  is  a  most  beautiful  spot  in  the 
full -leaved  glory  of  summer,  and  it  holds  very  fine 
trout.  I  have  often  spent  a  whole  day  here  with 
the  dry-fly,  and  have  taken  as  many  as  a  dozen 
big  fish  from  it.  On  the  present  occasion  two  or 
three  rings  from  risers  were  to  be  seen  under  a 
certain  sycamore  tree,  and  by  getting  into  a 
shallow  near  my  bank,  up  to  the  tops  of  my 
shooting  boots,  I  was  able,  with  an  underhand 
cast,  to  get  the  fly  over  them.  I  struck  into  a 
good  fish,  and  after  a  minute's  play  landed  a  well- 
conditioned  12oz.  trout. 

My  last  fish  of  the  day  was  caught  under 
peculiar  circumstances.    I  was  on  a  little  beach 
with  a  very  deep  pool   in   front   of   me.  The 
opposite  bank  had  once  been  propped  up  with 
posts,  but  it  had  gradually  been  washed  away,  and 
the  posts  were  sticking  up  in  the  water,  with 
considerable  space  between  them  and  the  now 
existing  bank.    A  good  flsh  was  rising  close  to 
one  of  these  posts ;  on  being  hooked,  he  made  a 
frantic  rush  down  stream,  and  ran  under  a  sub- 
merged bush  where  he  stuck  fast.    I  could  feel  by 
the  throbbing  at  the  end  of  the  line  that  he  was 
still  on,  but  no  effort  of  mine  could  free  the  line  or 
extricate  the  fish.    It  was  too  deep  for  me  to  cross 
where  I  was,  but  I  saw  it  might  be  managed  some 
twenty-five  yards  higher  up  by  getting  wet  up 
to  the   knees.     I   decided   to   try  it,  and  see 
whether  from  the  opposite  bank  I  could  reach 
a,nd  raise  the   submerged    bush,  though   I  had 
little  hope  of  finding  my  fish  still  on.     I  reeled 
off  nearly  all  my  line,  and  crossed  the  river,  then 
reeled   up  again   ana  got  opposite  the  sunken 
bush.    Steadying  myself  by  resting  a  hand  on  one 
of  the  posts,  I  was  able,  with  the  help  of  my  land- 
ing handle,  to  reach  one  of  the  branches  of  the 
bush  and  to  seize  it  with  my  hand.    To  my  amaze- 
ment I  found  my  fish  still  on,  and  with  some  trouble 
I  got  him  into  the  net.    But  even  then  I  could  not 
raise  him  out  of  the  water  on  account  of  the  line 
being  entangled  in  the  bush.    However,  after  some 
scrambling  efforts  which  nearly  precipitated  me 
into  the  pool,  I  managed  to  cut  the  gut  with  my 
knife  close  to  the  fly,  and  so  landed  my  fish,  and 
pulled  my  cast  through  the  bush.    How  the  fine 
gut  stood  the  strain  and  the  rasping  of  the  sub- 
merged boughs  is  a  mystery.    It  was  all  frayed 
but  quite  serviceable  when  I  recovered  it.  The 
trout  was  a  good  three-quarters  of  a  pound. 

This  concluded  my  sport,  and  I  was  well  satisfied, 
for,  leaving  out  smaller  ones,  my  four  best  fish 
scaled  over  three  pounds — a  very  good  average  for 
the  Otter. 

Heron. 
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THE  NEW  GUIDE  TO  THE  ZOO. 

^  The  fourth  edition  of  the  "  Now  Garden  Guide  " 
contains  an  extremely  useful  street  map,  showing 
a  direct  route  to  the  "  Zoo  "  from  all  parts  of  London 
and  suburbs  ;  a  plan  of  the  grounds,  showing  at  a 
glance  the  location  of  the  animals  ;  a  short  account 
of  the  habits  and  description  of  some  of  the  principal 
animals  in  the  collection,  now  numbering  upwards 
of  2900  specimens,  together  with  fifty  photographic 
illustrations  and  index.  It  can  be  obtained  only 
at  the  OfKce,  3,  Hanover-square,  W..  or  at  the 
society's  gardens  in  Regent's-park,  N.W.  In  stiff 
paper  cover,  price  6d.,  postage  IM.  ;  in  art  cloth 
cover,  with  gilt  lettering  on  back  and  side,  price  Is., 
postage  2Jd.  Also  Zoological  pictorial  post-cards 
of  the  animals  from  life  ;  an  entirely  new  set  of 
thirty-two  for  Is.  4d.,  or  6d.  per  dozen,  postage  Id. 
The  Prince  of  Wales'  Collection  of  Indian  animals 
is  now  on  view  without  extra  charge. 

CASTING  FKOM  THE  EEEL. 

By  Leonard  Ceossle. 

Even  those  anglers  who  habitually  adopt  what  is 
known  as  the  Thames  method  of  casting  will  readily 
admit  that  it  has  at  times  certain  drawbacks  and 
inconveniences. 

How  often  does  it  happen  even  after  one  has  laid 
out  the  dressed  silken  line  with  minute  precautions 
in  careful  coils  or  zigzags  that  some  unconsidered 
trifle  in  the  shape  of  weed,  twig,  or  pebble  inter- 
venes at  the  critical  moment,  and  upsets  all  one's 
calculations.  The  bait  falls  short  with  a  terrifying 
splash,  the  line  ties  itself  up  in  a  series  of  Gordian 
knots,  and  the  whole  tedious  business  has  to  be  gone 
through  all  over  again. 

At  such  a  moment  it  is  difficult  to  repress  a  feeling 
of  envy  when  some  brother  of  the  angle  near  at 
hand,  with  a  single  sweep  of  the  rod  and  a  few  rapid 
turns  of  the  reel,  sends  forth  his  baited  hook — not 
quite  so  far  perhaps,  and  not  quite  so  accurately  as 
one  had  hoped  to  do  one's  self,  yet  near  enough 
for  all  practical  purposes  to  the  desired  spot. 

I  am  almost  certain  that  some  fishermen  some- 
times feel  like  this  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  have 
often  felt  like  it  myself. 

Why,  then,  is  not  casting  from  the  reel'more  gene- 
rally practised  than  it  is — at  any  rate,  by  southern 
anglers  ?  Partly,  perhaps,  because  anglers  are 
before  all  things  conservative,  and  prefer  to  devote 
such  leisure  as  they  possess  to  the  actual  business 
of  fishing  rather  than  to  the  acquirement  and 
practice  of  new  methods,  but  mainly,  I  believe, 
because  most  of  the  casting  reels  at  present  on  the 
market  ai-e  designed  on  a  wrong  principle,  and  very^ 
ill-suited  for  their  jrarpose,  and  their  purchasers, 
after  a  few  half-hearted  attempts  at  casting  from 
the  reel,  find  the  process  too  difficult  and  uncertain, 
and  give  up  the  attempt  in  disgust.  That  this  is 
so  is  shown  by  the  numerous  mechanical  substi- 
tutes for  the  ordinary  Nottingham  reel  which  have 
been  patented  and  manufactured  during  the  last 
fifty  years — most  of  them  costly  and  many  of  them 
failures. 

How  often  do  we  hear  the  possessor  of  a  costly 
Nottingham  reel  boast  that  a  single  twist  will  cause 
it  to  revolve  for  sixty  or  seventy  seconds  ?  Consider 
for  a  moment  what  this  means.  A  cast  of  40  or 
50  yards  probably  does  not  occupy  more  than  two 
or  three  seconds  at  the  most.  It  is,  therefore,  no 
virtue  in  a  reel,  but  a  positive  defect,  that  it  should 
continue  to  revolve  at  a  high  rate  of  speed  long  after 
the  cast  has  been  completed.  Since  if  it  be  not 
checked  the  instant  the  bait  reaches  the  water  a 
bad  case  of  "  overrunning  "  will  inevitably  result. 
The  Ideal  Casting  Reel. 

The  ideal  casting  reel  should  start  at  the  slightest 
impulse,  pay  out  the  hne  at  the  exact  rate  of  speed 
required  by  the  movement  of  the  bait,  and  cease  to 
revolve  the  moment  the  cast  is  completed.  In  other 
words,  it  should  possess  as  little  momentum  as  possible. 

Now,  the  average  high-class  Nottingham  reel 
obtainable  in  the  tackle-shops,  far  from  complying 
with  this  condition,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
miniature  fly-wheel.  It  has  a  heavy  drum  of' 
aluminium,  brass,  and  ebonite,  weighing,  in  many 
instances,  close  on  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  is  of  large 
diameter,  and  its  unduly  substantial  handles  are  set 
as  close  to  the  rim  as  possible.  It  responds  admirably 
to  the  only  test  which  an  intending  purchaser  is  able 
to  apply  to  it  in  the  dealer's  shop,  and  will  run  long 
and  smoothly  when  spun  with  the  finger.  But  the 


angler's  experience  when  he  comes  to  use  this 
seeming  model  of  all  the  excellences  at  the  water- 
side is  quite  another  story.  'J'he  true  criterion  of  a 
good  casting-reel  is — not  the  length  of  time  it  will 
spin  with  a  given  impulse,  but  rather  the  minimum 
weight  required  to  start  and  keep  it  running,  and  of 
two  reels  which  start  with  equal  ease  and  run  with 
equal  smoothness  that  which  first  ceases  revolving 
is  to  be  preferred,  since  manifestly  it  possesses  leas 
momentum  of  the  two,  and  is  therefore  less  likely  to 
overrun. 

The  momentum  of  a  reel  depends  mainly  on  the 
diameter  and  weight  of  the  drum  (or  moving  part). 
The  smaller  the  diameter  and  weight  the  less  will  be 
the  momentum.  The  distribution  of  the  weight  is 
also  a  factor,  and  for  this  reason  the  handles  should 
be  as  light  as  possible  and  set  as  near  as  may  be  to 
the  centre  of  the  reel,  and  the  principal  weight 
should  be  in  or  near  the  barrel  and  not  in  the  flanges. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  are  only  two  reels  of  the 
Nottingham  type  at  present  on  the  market  which 
are  constructed  on  what  I  beheve  to  be  the  correct 
principle. 

The  "  Aerial  "  Rod. 
The  first  of  these  is  the  well-known  "  Aerial  "  reel 
manufactured  by  Messrs.  AUcock  (see  Fig.  1).  The 


Fig.  1.— The  "  Aerial  "  Eeel. 


drum  of  this  reel  in  the  Sin.  size  weighs  well  under 
2oz.,  or  less  than  half  that  of  the  ordinary  ebonite 
and  aluminium  Nottingham  winch.  The  barrel  of 
the  "  Aerial  "  is  exceptionally  large,  and  the  in- 
creased leverage  which  this  affords  makes  it  easy  to 
start,  even  with  a  very  light  weight.  In  skilful 
hands  it  is  undoubtedly  the  best  instrument  of  its 
class  for  casting  light  baits.  I  say  in  skilful  hands 
advisedly,  for  it  offends  against  one  of  the  canons 
I  have  ventured  to  lay  down  above.  The 
principal  weight  lies  too  close  to  the  rim,  a  con- 
dition which  adds  perceptibly  to  the  momentum, 
and  the  extra  large  barrel,  while  convenient  for 
winding  in,  adds  somewhat  to  the  difficulty  of 
casting,  since  it  tends  to  pay  out  line  more  quickly 
than  the  bait  can  draw  it  through  the  rod-rings. 

The  "  Facile  "  Reel. 
The  second  reel  which  complies  with  the  require- 
ments I  have  laid  down  is  one  made  by  Mr. 
C.    J.   Washburn,    of    96,    Hailsham  Avenue, 


Fig.  2.— The  "Facile"  Reel. 


Streatham  (see  Fig.  2).  P  This  is  an  ordinary 
Nottingham  reel  of  the  primitive  pattern,  innocent 
of  centre-pin  or  ratchet.  Though  very  well 
made,  it  is  not  specially  attractive  in  appearance. 


and  when  spun  with  the  linEer  the  result  is  at  first 
sight  most  disappointing.  While  sufficiently  sensi- 
tive and  easy  to  start,  it  comes  quietly  to  rest  after  a 
dozen  revolutions  or  so.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  weight  of  the  drum  has  been  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  being,  in  the  3in.  size,  not  much  more 
than  I  Joz.  Moreover,  this  weight  is  distributed  to 
the  best  possible  advantage.  The  handles  are 
made  exceptionally  light  ( yT^oz.  each),  their  centres 
are  only  2in.  apart,  and  nearly  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  weight  of  the  drum  is  concentrated  in  or  near 
the  barrel.  The  result  is  that  the  momentum  of  the 
reel  is  reduced  to  the  narrowest  possible  limits. 
Casting  down  the  wind  with  a  ^oz.  bullet,  and  using 
the  rod-rings  and  line  recommended  later  on,  I  have 
found  it  almost  impossible  to  make  this  reel  "  over- 
run," try  how  I  might.  In  short,  the  "  Facile  " 
reel,  as  Mr.  Washburn  has  seen  fit  to  name  it,  can 
be  confidently  recommended  to  those  who  have 
hitherto  found  casting  from  the  ordinary  Notting- 
ham winch  a  feat  beyond  their  skill. 

The  Rod. 

And  now  a  word  as  to  the  rod.  When  fishing  in 
the  Thames  style  I  generally  use  a  light  and  fairly 
.stiff  rod  of  lift,  or  12ft.,  but  for  casting  from  the 
reel  I  find  a  light  and  rather  whippy,  single-handed 
rod  of  7ft.  or  8ft.  by  far  the  best.  The  ease  and 
certainty  with  which  long  casts  from  the  reel  can  be 
made  with  these  short  rods  is  almost  a  revelation  to 
those  who  try  them  for  the  fii'st  time,  while  for 
fishing  under  confined  and  awkward  conditions  they 
are  most  convenient.  For  casting  weights  of  Joz. 
and  over  the  7ft.  length  is  best,  while  for  weights 
of  ^oz.  and  under  I  prefer  a  more  pliant  rod  of  8ft. 
to  8ft.  6in.  In  all  casting,  whether  from  the  reel  or 
otherwise,  the  spring  of  the  rod  should  be  made  to 
do  the  lion's  share  of  the  work,  and  a  rod  which  is 
just  right  for  a  heavy  weight  will  be  almost  hope- 
lessly stiff  for  a  very  light  one  of  \oz.  or  Joz.  My 
conversion  to  these  short  rods  dates  from  a  visit 
to  Wimbledon  Park  Lake,  when  Newham,  the 
keeper,  and  well-known  casting  expert,  lent  me  a 
shabby,  crooked  little  switch  of  a  thing  with  many 
injunctions  as  to  its  care  and  safety.  At  first  I 
imagined  his  anxiety  was  intended  to  be  ironical, 
but  after  half  an  hour's  casting  With  the  rod  I  felt 
sorely  tempted  to  break  the  eighth  commandment, 
and  carry  it  away  with  me.  The  butt  of  an  old 
fly-rod,  with  the  reel  fittings  moved  forward  in  front 
of  the  hand,  a  light  top  of  good  greenheart,  will 
be  found  an  ideal  combination  for  casting  from  the 
reel,  and  equal  in  skilful  hands  to  dealing  with  fish 
of  almost  any  weight. 

The  Rings. 

Next  as  to  the  rings  and  line.  The  one  great 
difficulty  of  the  Nottingham  cast  is  that  the  reel 
has  a  tendency  to  pay  out  the  line  more  quickly  than 
the  bait  can  carry  it  away,  and  the  lighter  and 
bulkier  the  bait  the  more  pronounced  this  tendency 
becomes.  Or,  to  put  it  in  another  way,  the  bait 
'does  not  travel  fast  enough  to  keep  up  wdth  the 
revolution  of  the  reel.  The  chief  factors  which 
tend  to  retard  the  flight  of  the  bait  are  (1)  the 
friction  of  the  wet  line  against  the  rod  and  rod- 
rings  ;  (2)  the  weight  of  the  line ;  and  (3)  the 
friction  of  the  air  or  wind  against  the  bait  and  the 
line. 

Anglers  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  and  elsewhere,  when 
desirous  of  making  very  long  casts  draw  out  the 
line  through  the  top  ring  of  the  rod,  arrange  it  in 
coils,  and  cast  with  the  help  of  a  short-forked  stick. 
By  this  means  friction  of  the  line  against  rod  and 
rings  is  completely  avoided,  and  a  comparatively 
light  weight  can  be  cast  to  an  astonishing  distance. 
The  proceeding  is  effective  but  decidedly  cumbrous, 
and  quite  impossible  in  cases  where  frequent  casts 
are  necessary,  as,  for  instance,  in  spinning. 

The  trouble  with  most  modern  rods  is  that  their 
thin  wire  rings  are  too  small,  too  numerous,  and  too 
close  to  the  rod.  In  the  case  of  an  lift,  rod  the 
line  has  to  overcome  the  friction  of  nine  or  ten  such 
rings,  in  addition  to  occasional  friction  along  the 
whole  undersurface  of  the  middle  and  top  joint. 
That  this  last  is  not  inconsiderable  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  lappings  of  the  rings  are  not  in- 
frequently cut  right  through  by  the  action  of  the 
hne. 

The  remedy  seems  to  me  obvious.  Let  us  have 
fewer  and  larger  rings,  let  them  stand  well  away 
from  the  rod,  and  replace  the  thin  wire  of  which 
they  are  at  present  composed  by  some  broader  and 
smoother  substance,  such  as  porcelain  or  agate. 

Some  years  ago  I  had  a  favourite  spinning-rod 
fitted  with  porcelain  rings,  and  though  at  first  when 
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I  drew  It  from  its  bag  in  the  presence  of  other 
anglers  I  felt  rather  like  the  man  who  first  used  an 
umbrella,  in  Fleet-street,  I  gradually  became  so 
enamoured  of  their  advantages  that  I  have  since 
had  every  other  rod  in  my  possession  similarly 
.  equipped. 

The  rings  are  made  by  Mr.  Dale,  of  Hanley,  but 
can  now  be  obtained  of  most  tackle  dealers.  I  have 
tried  them  in  all  sizes  from  liin.  to  ^in.  diameter 
I  found  the  very  large  sizes  upset  the  balance  of 
one  s  rod  and  looked  distressingly  ugly,  while  the 
very  small  sizes  are  not  favourable  to  long  casting. 
For  a  7ft.  rod  I  would  recommend  five  rings  includ- 
mg  the  top  ring,  the  largest  -^^in.,  followed  by 
one  of  ^Vn.,  then  two  of  j\m.,  and  finally  one  of 
rem.  I  use  what  Mr.  Dale  calls  "  top  rincrs 
throughout.  Two  methods  of  fixing 'them  to%e 
rod  are  recommended  by  Mr.  Dale,  but  neither  is 
entirely  satisfactory  in  my  opinion. 

The  device  shown  in  Fig.  3  is  my  modification  of 
Messrs.  Farlow's  system  of  fitting,  and  I  venture  to 


Fig.  3. 


think  it  has  points  of  superiority.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  ring  does  not  rest  on  the  rod,  but  stands 
about  J^in.  away  from  it.  The  wet  line  is  thus 
kept  from  coming  in  contact  with  any  part  of 
the  rod.  and  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  foul'the  rings. 
The  effect  to  the  eye  is  also,  I  think,  more  pleasing 
It  is  a  very  simple  matter  to  fit  the  rings  in  this 
way  and  I  add  a  few  simple  instructions  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  wish  to  do  so  themselves 
Two  pieces  of  soft  thin  brass  wire  are  bent  and 
hooked  together  as  in  Fig.  4.    They  are  then  laid 


Fig.  4. 

in  the  groove  of  the  porcelain  ring  and  bent  round 
It  as  in  t  ig.  5,  care  being  taken  that  the  wires  cross 
one  another  exactly  as  shown.    The  end  of  the  wire 


Fig.  5. 

marked  A  is  serened  up  in  a  fixed  vice,  and  B  is 
held  in  a  pair  of  pliers,  the  ring  being  uppermost, 
as  m  ig.  6.  The  wire  is  then  drawn  tight,  and  the 
rmg  IS  twisted  round  one  and  a  half  turns  from 
right  to  left.  The  end  C  is  next  fixed  in  the  vice 
the  wire  again  drawn  tight,  and  a  half  turn  given 
to  the  ring.  The  wires,  which  will  now  occupy  the 
position  shown  in  Fig.  6.  are  cut  to  equal  lengths  on 


Fig.  6. 

each  side  of  the  ring,  bent  upward  and  flattened 
with  a  hammer  at  the  ends.  When  afterwards  bent 
downwards  at  the  angle  shown  in  Fig.  3,  the  wires 
are  in  a  state  of  tension,  and  the  ring  is  held  firmly 
at  right  angles  to  the  rod.  The  distance  between 
the  lappings  should  be  about  l^in.  in  the  case  of 
the  -iVn.  ring  and  somewhat  less  in  the  case  of  the 
others. 

An  incidental  advantage  of  this  fitting  is  that  the 
ring  "  gives  "  slightly  in  any  direction  when  struck 
or  knocked,  and  the  risk  of  breakage  is  greatly 
reduced.  This  risk  is  not,  however,  very  consider- 
able— in  any  case,  if  ordinary  care  be  used. 

{To  be  continued. ) 


ON  TEOLLING. 


It  has  always  seemed  to  me,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  say  it,  that  trolling  for  trout  has  never  had  full 
justice  done  to  it.  Too  many  of  our  angling  books 
reler  to  it,  if  not  in  terms  of  contempt,  at  least  in 
words  of  studied  disparagement.  We  are  told  it  is 
not  artistic,  it  lacks  in  delicacy,  it  has  not  the 
•■Mease  of -fly-fishing,  and  go  forth,  until  the  novice 


may  be  pardoned  for  coming  to  the  conclusion 
that  he  had  better  not  troll  at  all  if  he  wishes  to 
earn  the  reputation  of  being  a  sportsmanlike 
angler.  Not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon  it,  there 
IS  just  a  trace  of  bigotry  in  this  veiled  contempt  of 
troUmg.  There  is  no  sport  which  has  room  for 
such  divergent  methods  and  such  varying  schools 
of  practice  as  angling;  and  yet  it  is  one  of  the 
drawbacks  of  the  art  that  it  is  hedged  in  by  cast- 
iron  walls  of  prejudice. 

The  fact  remains  that  there  are  a  dozen  ways  of 
catching  trout,  and  every  one  of  them  has  a  charm 
of  its  own.  In  the  north  we  do  little  dry-fly  work 
but  we  all  of  us  are  keen  on  the  wet-fly.  We  do 
not  despise  the  minnow,  and  some  of  us  can 
account  for  our  score  trout  a  day  by  means  of  the 
upstream  worm.  .We  use  the  Creeper  in  its  season, 
we  fish  late  on  a  warm  summer  night  with  the 
Bustard,  and  we  are  not  above  "daping"  with  a 
live  Bluebottle  from  behind  the  shelter  of  a  bush 
on  a  hot  August  afternoon.  All  these  are  means 
to  an  end,  and  the  end,  of  course,  is  catchmg 
trout.  And,  finally,  there  is  trolling,  of  which 
many  of  us,  and  particularly  those  who  live  on  the 
fringe  of  the  Lake  District,  have  a  very  hi^h 
opinion.  " 

Trolling,  if  you  look  at  it  closely,  is  simply 
spinning  the  minnow,  but  with  this  difference-- 
instead  of  the  angler  standing  on  the  bank  and 
throwing  his  minnow  and  then  reeling  it  in,  he 
takes  to  a  boat,  lets  out  his  line,  and  then  so 
manoeuvres  the  boat  that  the  minnow  is  taken 
or  carried  into  every  likely  place  where  the  trout 
may  be  supposed  to  lie.    It  is  practised  on  all  the 
lakes,  and  on  deep  and  wide  rivers  where  wading 
or  even  bank  fishing,  is  impossible.    Nor  is  it,  as 
might  appear,  a  business  in  which  luck,  or  chance 
IS  the  chief  determining  factor.    Take  a  skilled 
troUer  on  a  lake  like  Windermere  or  Coniston  and 
observe  his  methods,  and  then  watch  a  novice  in 
another  boat,  and  you  shall  see  that  there  is  room  for 
something  besides  chance.   Here,  for  instance,  is  a 
day  when  the  fly  is  obviously  no  use  on  the 
lake.    A  gale  is  blowing.    A  heavy  sea  is  running, 
and  the  waves  break  into  white  foam  on  the  pebbly 
beach.    Only  an  expert  boatman  can  manage  the 
craft  on  such  a  day.    Fifty  yards  of  line  is  let  out, 
a  minnow  is  spun  at  the  end  of  it,  and  a  start  is 
made.    The  lee  side  of  the  lake,  where  a  moderate 
calm  prevails,  is  hopeless.    The  fish  are  on  the 
other  side,  where  the  wind  and  current  together 
are  carrying  all  the  feed.    The  angler  hugs  the 
shore  as  near  as  he  dara.    Where  a  beck  enters 
the  lake  he  makes  a  special  effort  to  carry  his 
minnow  as  near  the  actual  mouth  as  he  may,  for 
he  knows  the  big  fi.sh  will  be  there.    He  enters 
a   bay  and   works  right  round  it,   and  when 
he  reaches  the  end  he  has  to  put  all  his  back 
into  the  work   to  drive  his  boat    round  the 
cape  and  into  the  comparative  peace  of  the  next 
bay.    Away  out  in  the  centre  of  the  lake  is  a 
small  island.    He  makes  for  that,  too,  and  does  the 
circuit  of  it,  for  he  knows  that  on  its  rocky  shelving 
beach  he  will  find  some  of  the  best  trout  in  the 
lake.    And  what  are  his  sensations  as  he  pulls  the 
boat  about  ?    Every  sense  is  on  the  alert,  his  eye 
IS  ever  on  his  rod.    Soon  it  bends  to  the  strain,  the 
line  runs  out  and  the  reel  sings.    Dropping  his  oars, 
he  lets  the  boat  drift  before  the  wind,  or  with  one 
oar  he  seeks  to  keep  its  head  straight,  while  as  best 
he  can  he  struggles  with  a  fish.    It  may  be  any- 
thing up  to  31b.  or  41b.,  or  even  51b.,  and  in  tha,t 
mad  water,  with  a  clear  run  before  it,  and  he  with 
an  almost  unmanageable  boat,  I  tell  you  that  the 
excitement  of  playing  that  trout,  and  the  actual 
danger  of  netting  it,  are  great,  and  such.incidents 
are  numbered  among  some  of  my  most  exhilarating 
experiences. 

Or  the  scene  is  changed.  It  is  a  warm  night  in 
summer.  The  sun  has  set,  and  the  rosy  flush  of 
twihght  crimsons  the  western  sky.  The  lake  is 
still,  scarcely  a  ripple  disturbs  it,  and  the  gorgeous 
colouring  of  the  sky  is  reflected  in  it.  All  the  air 
IS  quiet.  In  the  distance  the  lights  of  the  lakeside 
village  peep  out  one  by  one,  and  over  the  bosom  of 
the  lake  the  barking  of  a  dog,  the  hoot  of  a  motor, 
or  the  chime  of  a  church  clock  are  carried  clear 
and  sharp  across  the  water.  Lazily  we  row  round 
and  round,  near  the  shore,  skirting  the  islands,  and 
occasionally,  for  the  sake  of  that  variety  which  is 
one  of  the  charms  of  angling,  making  a  straight  cut 
across  and  through  the  deeper  water.  And  what  is 
our  reward  ?  With  every  stroke  of  the  oars  we  hope 
that  our  shining  minnow  will  be  seen  and  seized  by 
some  lake  monster  such  as  never  rises  to  the  fly. 


and  IS  never  seen  by  mortal  eyes  in  approachable 
shallows.  Here  we  get  a  troublesome  pike,  and 
there  a  fine  fat  perch,  and  at  last  our  hope  is 
realised— away  goes  our  line,  and,  able  now  to  leave 
the  boat  to  itself,  we  use  both  hands  to  the  rod, 
and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  by  the  watch— for  wo 
gi^*'  these  big  lake  trout  plenty  of  time  — we  have 
a  handsome  41b.  trout  safe  within  the  net.  You  may 
talk  of  art  and  finesse,  but  the  man  who  has  once 
trolled  and  has  caught  big  fish  reckons  it  high  up 
indeed  as  a  branch  of  the  angler's  craft. 

Nor  is  it  to  be  despised  on  a  river.  I  have  a 
beautiful  stretch  in  my  mind's  eye.  It  is  a  northern 
river,  deep  and  slow.  Both  banks  are  thick  with 
trees,  whose  roots  go  right  down  into  the  water. 
The  village,  on  a  hUl  topped  by  a  Norman  church 
tower,  dominates  the  view  on  one  side;  on  the 
other,  the  noblest  hUl  in  Yorkshire.  Bank  fishing 
IS  impossible,  wading  too.  You  may  cast  a  fly 
from  the  boat,  but  for  some  reason  which  nobody 
can  fathom  big  trout  here  seldom  look  at  a  fly. 
To  catch  them,  you  must  troll.  So  into  the  boat 
we  get,  and  up  and  down  the  stream  we  pull,  a 
mile  stretch  if  it  is  a  yard,  and  100  yards  wide  at 
that,  a  noble  sheet  of  water.  Every  spot  which 
holds  a  fish  is  known  to  us.  You  remember  that 
pool  beneath  the  big  beech  tree  yonder  ?  That  is 
where  we  took  that  two-pounder  last  year.  Try  it 
again  now.  Ah !  this  time  a  faUure  ;  but  we  will 
row  over  it  again  later.  See  yonder  beck, 
gurgling  into  the  pool  between  the  thick  bushes  ? 
We  always  count  on  a  trout  here.  We  row  past. 
There  is  no  strike.  We  are  now  fifty  yards  beyond 
it,  our  minnow  will  be  just  opposite  the  beck 
mouth,  if  the  rod  doesn't  bend  this  next  instant  it 

IS  heavens !    We  have  him  !    And  sure  enough 

we  have ;  and  a  fine  fish  he  is,  too,  getting  on  for 
two  pounds  if  he  is  an  ounce.  Slowly  we  play 
him,  tenderly  we  keep  him  away  from  the  boat 
until  he  is  spent,  and  at  last  we  slip  the  net  under 
him  and  examine  him  at  closer  quarters.  And  as 
the  night  wears  on  we  catch  others,  and  when  we 
take  the  boat  home  it  is  so  dark  we  have  to  strike 
matches  to  see  to  moor  it  up.  But  we  have  had 
a  good  night,  and  our  basket  is  heavy,  and  we  are  | 
not  sure  if  it  has  not  been  just  as  exhilarating  as  ' 
that  other  famous  September  night  when  we 
caught  nineteen  trout  on  the  fly  in  an  hour  and 
a  half. 

Yes,  even  trolling  has  its  charms.  The  tense 
anxiety  with  which  you  row  past  famihar  spots, 
the  eagerness  with  which  you  take  the  rod  up 
when  the  music  of  the  reel  strikes  your  waiting 
ear,  and  the  smart  play  needed  to  kill  and  land  a 
fighting  fish  in  a  heavy  water  and  a  pitching  boat, 
are  reckoned  among  the  most  pleasing  sensations  I 
know.  Once  a  man  has  been  bitten  by  the  fever 
of  trolling,  he  rarely  gives  it  up.  Anglers  in  the 
Lake  District  are  keen  disciples,  and  men  of 
wealth  out  of  other  parts  of  the  country  habitually 
stay  a  month  at  a  time  at  favourite  lakes  for  the 
sole  pleasure  of  trolling  for  trout.  Ladies  indulge 
in  it  regularly,  and,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
no  more  suitable  form  of  angling  could  surely  be 
devised.  It  is  clean,  it  is  dry,  it  is  comfortable, 
and  it  involves  no  alteration  or  addition  to  the 
dress.  And  finally — and  to  me  this  is  one  of  its 
chief  recommendations— the  man  who  trolls  is 
absolutely  certain  to  get  the  biggest  and  gamest 
trout.  Eknest  Philups. 


TKANSPAEENT  ENVELOPES  FOE 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKEES. 

Mb.  Geo.  Owen,  Florence-street,  Birmingham, 
sends  us  samples  of  his  excellent  transparent  en- 
velopes for  fish  hooks,  gut  lines,  hooks  on  gut, 
flies,  gut  casts,  etc.  They  are  well  made,  and 
numbered  from  No.  1  size,  2|in.  by2in.,  up  to  No.  8 
size,  Sin.  by  Sin.  They  can  be  had  with  or  without 
flaps,  and  prices  can  be  had  of  Mr.  Owen,  who  also 
prints  trade  catalogues,  supphes  process  blocks,  etc. 
We  have  often  found  his  transparent  envelopes 
exceedingly  useful,  as,  instead  of  having  to  open  all 
the  packets  to  find  what  you  want,  you  can  see 
the  books,  etc.,  at  a  glance. 


BLOOD  V.  LANGDON. 


In  the  rifle  club  action.  Blood  v.  Langdon,  on 
July  2,  Mr.  Justice  Darlmg  gave  judgment  in  favour 
of  the  defendant,,  W.  Gt.  Langdon,  with  costs. 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1839.        (J.  c.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  m39. 

^  ^1    /f/  /  WADINC 

TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( A.?i;;7nrw. ). 

Branch :  85.  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.>.  S.W. 


Kendal  Fish  Hook  Works. 


ESTABUSHEO  1745. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON), 

Manufacturers  of  every  description  and  pattern  of 

F1RST=CUSS  FISH  HOOKS. 
SINGLE  AND  DOUBLE  FLY  HOOKS, 

Tajper   SKanlis   a,nd  Eyed. 

HALL'S  "SNECKEY  LIMERICK,"  and  other  Eyed  Fly  Hooks 
as  originally  introduced  by  us— a  speciality. 

EVERY   VARIETY  OF" 

Single,  Double,  and  Treble  Hooks  for 
Bait  Fishing^ 

LINES,  FLIES,  SWIVELS,  REELS,   AND  ALL 
KINDS  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Hutchinson  and  Son's  Hooks  can  bo  obtained  from 
any  Fishing  Taclfle  Dealer, 

Anglers  should  ask  for  Hutchinsons',  the  only  genuine 
Kendal  Fish  Hooks. 


BENETFINK  &  po . 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 


At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/- 


PER 
DOZ. 


Write  for 

CATALOGUE 
No.  6, 

POST  FREE. 


BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and 

Winch  Pitted  from  2/5 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and 

TROLLING  from  5/- 

TROLLINQ  RODS,  Superior Finisli  „  8/6 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  RODS...  „  5/6 
HICKORY  FLY  ROD,  3  joints,  10  ft., 

11  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  ringed    5/9 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SE- 
LECTED  GREENHEART  FLY 
ROD,  2  tops,  top  case.  Snake  Rings, 
Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 

11  ft.,  or  12  ft   21/- 

SEA  RODS. 

No.  1. — Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 

Rings,  with  PuUey  End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-. 
No.  2. — Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 

Rings,  Pulley  End  Ring,  Rubber  Button, 

Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6. 
No.  3. — Ash,  8  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint, 

Lancewood  Top,  tfpright  Rings,  Brazed  and 

Fitted  for  Winch,  Rubber  Button,  P\illey 

Top,  10  ft.,  8/6. 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD, 

9  ft.,  3  joints,  Double  Brazed,  21/-. 

FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG 

CASTS,  3  yds.,  6d.  &  Sd. 
"  HERCULES"  CASTS,  aU  sizes,  8ci.  each. 


^  107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  London,  e.c.  ^ 


BOTTOM 
FISHERS 


REQUIRING 


I N  TACKLE 


Should   send   a   Post  Card  for 


WYERS  FRERES' 

"TRIFISH" 

(REGl).  TKADE  5IAKK) 

New  Catalogue  (1906) 


SPECIALLY  ARRANGED  FOR 


BOTTOM  FISHERS. 

SAVE   YOUR  MONEY  BY  BUYING 

DIRECT  FROM  THE  ACTUAL  MAKERS. 

Wyers  Freires, 

CONTINENTAL 
WORKS, 

Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 


Telephone:  23  Redditch. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beporfs  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  good 
condition,  but  could  do  with  some  naore  rain.  One 
of  my  customers  got  six  good  chub  July  4,  up  to 
2Jlb.,  he  has  also  taken  barbel  up  to  3lb.  ;  Mr. 
Spicer  got  a  jack  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Arthur  Wells,  of  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  Teddington,  with  Mr.  Hilton  and 
Mr.  Harry  Chiels,  got  a  fine  show  of  dace,  also  a 
veiy  large  eel  in  my  punt  on  June  18. — Walter 
McBride. 

-Thames  (Twickenham). — The  river  is  in  lovely 
condition,  and  the  takes  have  been  satisfactory 
according  to  the  time  of  the  year.  A  number  have 
been  out.  I  can  account  for  over  fifty  bream  being 
brought  ashore.  C.  Brown  caught  a  small  trout  on 
July  1  but  returned  it  for  future  sport.  Ne.xt 
week  will  be  regatta  week  so  traffic  will  be  busy. 
J ack  are  feeding.  Prospects  are  good. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wiaysbury). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  since  the  rain,  and  fish  are  feeding  well. 
Have  had  a  few  odd  barbel  up  to  S^lh.,  and  a  good 
baiting  with  lobs  would  secure  some  bigger  ones. 
Some  fair  sized  roach  and  dace,  and  occasional 
perch  and  chub  up  to  21b.  5oz. — P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
endmg  June  30  :— On  June  25,  Mr.  T.  Lascelles  had 
three  trout,  weighing  21b.  4oz.,  21b.  4oz  ,  31b.  8oz.  ; 
Rev.  A.  C.  Harman,  three,  31b.  8oz.,  21b.  12oz., 
21b.  8oz.  On  June  26,  Mr.  David  Hole,  three, 
.31b.  8oz.,  31b.,  21b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.=.  David  Hole,  three, 
.31b.  4oz.,  31b.  9oz.,  31b.  ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one, 
41b.  lloz.  ;  Col.  Chaloner,  two,  41b.  loz.,  31b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  T.  Lascelles,  three,  31b.  4oz  ,  lib.  12oz.,  1  lb  loz.  ; 
Hon.  F.  Lascelles,  one,  31b.  2oz.  On  June  27,  Mr. 
W.  King,  one,  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Abbey,  five. 
4lb.  2oz..  31b.  8oz.,  31b.,  21b.  2oz..  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
H.  Scholey,  two,  21b.  12oz.,  41b.  12oz.  On  June  28, 
Mr.  H.  Scholey,  one.  2ib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Piers  Clarke, 
two,  31b.  8oz  ,  31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Lascelles,  two,  31b,, 
41b.  ooz. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill;  one,  41b.  14oz.  On  June  29, 
Mr.  R.  Price,  one.  1  lb.  8oz.  On  June  30,  Mr.  W. 
Alexander,  one,  2ib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  H.  M.  Stock,  three, 
41b.,  31b.  8oz,,  31b.  2oz.  Weather  slightly  improved, 
but  winds  very  changeable,  and  fish  lising  rather 
short. — Donald  Carr. 

Bottisham  Iiooita  (Wataibeaoh)-— Good  takes 
have  been  had  on  this  stretch  of  four  miles,  es- 
pecially lower  down  stream  with  deeper  and  cleaner 
water.  Brown  bream,  largest  fish  21b.  12oz.  ;few 
roach  at  present  up  to  IQoz.  ;  plenty  of  perch  up  to 
|lb.  each;  eels  up  to  IJIb.  These  brutes  have  in 
many  swims  spoilt  the  roach  angler's  sport.  In 
one  instance  one  angler  had  eighteen  in  two  hours, 
but  not  a  roach.  Largest  bag  mixed  fijh,  101b. 
River  in  good  order.  Free  fishing.  Punt  on  the 
spot.— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Parnrnghum,  etc.). — Since  last  report 
I  have  found  the  fiili  taking  Grey  Quill  Gnat  better 
than  anj  thing  else.  The  Coachman  only  hooked 
one  trout.  The  water  is  in  very  good  condition, 
and  the  weather  is  favourable.  The  only  drawback 
i-i  that,  fish  seem  to  run  rather  smaller  than  usual. — 
J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Bistrict). — The  water  is 
low  and  fine,  and  small  baskets  have  been  the 
order  in  the  evenings.  The  best  baskets  reported 
are  Messrs.  A.  Searle,  eleven  trout  and  two  peal ; 
H.  Searle,  nine  trout  and  one  peal ;  H.  T.  Distin, 
one  peal ;  Humphreys,  two  peal ;  Jackson,  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  2ulb.  respectively;  W.  F.  ToUit, 
one  truff  and  four  trout;  J.  Edmunds,  one  truff 
and  six  trout.  Somo  very  fair  bass  fishing  has 
been  obtained  in  the  lower  reaches  by  Messrs.  Distin, 
Edmonds,  and  Marshall.  Considerable  satisfaction 
i-i  expressed  at  the  action  of  the  Fishery  Board  in 
deciding  to  have  a  fish  hatchery  on  the  river  pro- 
viding sufficient  natural  food.can  be  obtained.  The 
recommendations  are  that  the  hatchery  committee 
be  authorised  to  ask  landowners  for  permission  to 
plant  various  (innocuous)  water  weeds  in  their 
streams,  ponds,  etc.  ;  that  the  committee  be 
authorised  to  negotiate  for  raising  the  level 
of  certain  streams  and  ditche.-,  and  in 
one  or  two  cases  to  form  shallow  ponds  on 
level  marshy  ground  in  which  to  plant  suitable 
plants  and  rear  shellfish,  fresh-water  shrimps, 
minnow.3,  etc.  ;  that  the  Board  shall  authorise  the 
committee  to  spend  up  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
£30  during  the  current  year  in  carrying  out  experi- 
ments ;  that  the  Board  shall  take  timaly  measures 
to  ascertain  whether  there  are  any  large  cannibal 
trout  in  the  river,  and  if  there  are,  to  arrange  for 
their  extermination  as  soon  as  possible  by  any 
lawful  means.  Ai  the  report  has  been  adopted  by 
the  Conservators,  the  committee  will  no  doubt  be 
getting  to  work  quickly,  and  it  is  hoped  that  their 
efforts  may  be  successful. — Devonian.: 


Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — Some  good  catches 
of  trout  have  been  made  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
Exe,  with  usual  flies  and  worm.  The  water  in  the 
Exwiok  Mill  stream  on  Monday  was  let  off  for 
cleansing  purposes.  River- bai'l iff  Luxton,  with 
assistants,  removed  nine  salmon  and  a  large  number 
of  fine  trout,  up  to  IJlb.,  to  the  main  river;  some 
pike  captured  in  the  nets  were  destroyed  or  given 
away.  In  the  Culm,  recently,  an  angler  was  worm 
fishing,  and  had  left  his  rod  unattended,  and  dis- 
covered on  his  return  that  it  had  disappeared.  He 
eventually  found  the  missing  rod  in  the  stream,  when 
a  fine  pike  was  on  which  weighed  11  lb.,  a  trout 
weighing  1  lb.  had  taken  the  worm  and  the  pike  had 
swallowed  the  better  fish  —  the  pike  was  safely 
landed.  Some  perch  and  roach  have  been  caught 
in  the  canal  at  Countess  Weir,  Topsham,  and  Turf, 
also  a  pike  of  SNb.  at  the  first-named  spot.  Sea 
fishing  is  dead  off. — Red  Palmer. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (I,eomiuster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  in  better  order,  having  been  improved 
by  the  late  rain.  The  weather  has  cleared  and  the 
fish  are  now  moving  better  and  ri-ing  well.  A  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  fly  with 
success,  and  some  good  lots  of  tmut  landed,  and 
the  prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order. — -Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterboroagh).— Remarkable  dearth  of 
sport  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  season, 
and  all  the  more  singular  because  circumstances 
have  not  been  altogether  unfavourable  to  angling. 
The  river  abounds  with  plenty  of  fish,  which,  un- 
fortunately, have  not  come  on  the  feed.  The  water 
is  in  fair  condition,  so,  with  a  little  more  patience, 
we  may  ere  long  get  some  sport  to  relieve  the  present 
monotony. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Badleigh  Salterton)-— The  river  is  in 
first-rate  condition  at  present  (July  4),  being  at  a 
good  level  from  the  late  heavy  thunderstorms,  and 
of  a  good  colour.  Trout,  however,  do  not  move 
well  on  the  surface  during  the  day,  and  there  is  no 
rise  of  fly.  On  this  river  there  is  practically  no 
regular  ri.  e  of  Duns  after  the  early  part  of  June 
until  the  latter  end  of  August  and  September. 
Some  fine  fish  are  being  picked  up  by  dry-fly  experts 
here  and  there.  A  beauty  of  1  lb.  9oz.  was  taken 
on  Monday,  July  2.  It  was  a  common  trout  in 
high  condition,  and  when  cooked  was  found  to  be 
pink-fleshed.  This  is  a  specimen  trout  for  the 
Otter,  though  occasionally  two  and  even  three 
pounders  are  heard  of.  Nothing  has  been  dis- 
covered as  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  fish-poisoning 
at  Honiton,  which  occurred  a  few  weeks  ago. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  here  is  in 
splendid  condition,  and  some  very  handsome  fish 
have  been  taken,  principally  roach  and  rudd,  by 
several  visiting  anglers.  The  recent  rain  has  put  a 
good  colour  into  the  water,  and  we  have  a  good 
head  now  ;  the  weeds  are  not  nearly  so  troublesome 
as  previously,  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  big 
season. — A.  Scard. 

Flymonth. — The  rivers  are  looking  much  better, 
but  still  would  be  better  for  more  rain — although 
we  have  had  a  fair  quantity  in  the  town,  the  country 
has  been  without.  The  Tavy  is  full  of  peal,  and 
several  have  been  taken,  but  more  lost ;  all  the 
way  from  Tavistock  down  to  Lady  Bertha  there 
are  plenty,  especially  the  pool  near  the  Cottage. 
A  season  ticket  for  salmon  can  ba  had  for  10s  ,  and 
the  fisherman  can  pay  Is.  a  day  for  his  sport  if 
he  does  not  like  to  take  out  the  full  licenco  of  30s. 
An  evening's  fishing  ought  to  repay  a  good  fisherman 
for  the  outlay. — W.  Hearder. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  — The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  floe  and  warm 
and  sport  fairly  good.  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridger  has 
taken  some  nice  roach  from  the  Ouse  at  Isfield, 
while  from  the  Adur  Mr.  G.  King  secured  4|lb.  of 
roach  and  dace,  Mr.  C.  Kempshall  a  carp  of 
21b.  7^oz.,  also  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  G.  Streeter  is 
accredited  with  a  fine  roach  from  the  Adur, 
weighing  lib.  12Joz.,  a  notable  fish  for  this  water. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and  within 
three  feet  of  its  normal  height.  The  council  have 
finished  for  this  season  the  weed  clearing,  and  there 
is  a  marked  improvement.  Fish  do  not  appear 
to  have  suffered  from  the  low  water,  and  are  now 
giving  fair  sport.  Bream  up  to  2Jlb.  have  been 
captured  ;  perch  up  to  14oz.,  and  neaps  of  small 
roach  and  bream.  Visitors  will  obtain  sport  in  the 
basin,  or  if  they  care  for  a  three  miles'  jaunt  to  the 
lower  water,  they  will  find  heavier  fish,  and  quietude. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Some  good  catches  of  salmon 
taken  in  the  net  are  seen  on  the  fishmongers'  stalls. 
Trout  fishing  is  not  as  bad  as  some  years  in  the 
summer ;  water  been  more  plentiful.  Fishing  in 
the  evening  shades  is  the  most  successful.  Bass 
were  driven  out  to  sea  by  the  electric  shock  last 
week,  but  will  now  again  return  with  the  sunshine. 
More  streams  are  in  good  order. — Rtjsty  Game. 


Teme  (Iindlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
greatly  improved,  and  is  running  in  good  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  at  the 
end  of  last  week  was  very  rough  and  heavy 
rain  fell,  but  it  has  now  turned  fine,  and  the 
trout,  since  the  flush  of  water,  have  been  more 
on  the  feed.  A  good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  and  used  the  Yellow  Sally,  Marlow  Buzz, 
Sky  Blue,  Red  Spinner,  and  Blue  Gnat.  Bottom 
fishers  have  used  worm  and  maggot.  Minnow 
fishing  is  now  successful  in  early  morning.  Also 
some  trout  from  IJlb.  to  fib.  have  been  taken  with 
worm  and  maggot.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  some 
good  fish  over  1  lb.  each  were  landed  with  fly. 
There  has  been  good  sport  had  below  Ludford. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  in 
order.  Good  trout  taken  from  the  Ledwyche  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  (Newark). — Anglers  round  Newark  are 
not  meeting  with  the  success  anticipated  from  the 
quantity  of  fish  seen  in  the  scouring  grounds. 
Some  nice  chub  have  been  taken  by  fly-fishermen, 
Mr.  A.  P.  Vawser  being  most  successful,  one  3Jlb  . 
and  six  others  131b.,  falling  to  his  rod— the  Zulu 
and  the  Sweep  being  the  lure.  A  brace  of  perch 
were  taken  on  July  2  by  Mr.  G.  Robinson,  1  lb.  2Joz. 
8  shots,  and  ISJoz.  1  shot,  and  others  have 
been  bagged.  Barbel  fishermen  are  not  yet  in 
earnest,  a  few  from  the  Fiskerton  length  and  others 
from  the  Nether  Locks  comprise  about  all.  Bream, 
roach  and  dace  are  a  failure,  but  small  bleak  numer- 
ous. A  rapid  rise  on  June  30  quickly  subsided,  and 
now  the  Trent  is  low,  and  never  more  weeds. — 
Trentsider, 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbonringf 
Rivers.— North  Tyne  low  and  fine.  On  the  stretch 
at  Barrasford  hotel  water  some  good  trout  and 
one  creel  of  twenty-six  dace  taken  with  maggot. 
On  the  Chollerford  water  a  few  trout  have  been 
creeled  with  moth  (evening  fishing).  The  Wans- 
beck  is  also  low,  fishing  only  tame.  Coquet  dead 
low,  only  sport  to  be  had  day  fishing  up 
stream  worm,  and  evening,  moth,  Light  Brown, 
The  Whitadder  is  in  fair  order  for  fly,  and  some 
decent  takes  are  reported ;  Mr.  Geo.  Kent,  fishing 
Whittle  Dene  Lakes,  July  4,  killed  nine  good  trout 
with  large  lobworm,  another  angler  had  five  large 
trout  with  drop  minnow.  Moth  at  night  is  doing 
fairly  well. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  heavy  rain  of  last  week  brought 
a  welcome  rise  of  about  two  feet  in  the  river,  which 
should  result  in  a  good  run  of  botchers.  With  the 
subsequent  bright  weather,  however,  the  river  soon 
ran  down  again,  but  there  has  been  a  little  sport. 
On  June  30  Mr.  Sweet-Escott  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  181b.  on  the  upper  water.  On  July  3 
Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  accounted  for  two,  weighing 
51b.  and  121b.,  both  in  the  Lower  Crows,  and 
had  the  misfortune  to  lose  another,  which  broke 
his  tackle.  There  were  a  large  number  of  trout 
anglers  on  the  river  and  brooks  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  amongst  the  most  successful  being  Mr. 
J.  Pitt,  sen..  Dr.  Hackett,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Jones. — 
T.  R. 

Wye  "and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  still  m  order  for  the  fly,  and  there  have  been  a 
good  average  number  of  rods  on  these  streams,  and 
a  nice  few  fish  have  been  caught,  mostly  in  the 
evenings,  the  Wye  yielding  a  brace  or  two  per 
rod.  July  is  not  thought  to  be  the  best  month 
as  there  is  such  a  variety  of  flies,  and  it  is  often 
difficult  to  get  the  right  fly.  The  best  mode  in  the 
daytime  is  to  dib  under  the  bushes  with  a  natural 
fly.  Bluebottle,  or  Down-looker  Fly.  The  Derwent 
affords  fair  sport,  both  the  higher  and  also  the 
lower  portions  of  this  river  yieldmg  baskets  ranging 
from  one  to  four  and  five  brace.  The  Dirleydale 
club's  water,  a  few  nice  fish.  Also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  afforded 
its  members  several  nice  trout.  Mr.  T.  Coates  and 
Mr.  J.  Henstock,  one  brace  each,  the  latter  caught 
below  Cromford.  The  prospect  is  good;  fishing  in 
the  evening  from  7  p.m.  to  9.30  p.m.  Useful  flie= 
Yellow  D  un.  Golden  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Dotteiel  Hackle,  and  Orange  Bumble. — 
Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ITidd,  Derwent,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  above  streams  keep  in  nice 
angling  trim,  but,  owing  to  frequent  atmospheric 
disturbances,  the  trout  rise  erratically,  and  sport 
has  been  uncertain,  but  some  nice  dishe?  of 
trout  have  been  made.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  sport  has  been  fair,  my  best  dish  being  twelve 
nice  trout,  including  a  couple  of  rainbow  trout. 
Anglers  have  done  well  on  the  Hawes  Asso- 
ciation water  with  both  fly  and  minnow.  Mr. 
Berthwistle,  Mr.  Cunliffe,  Mr.  Nelson,  and  others 
have  had  some  excellent  sport.  In  the  deeps  of  the 
Yore  the  bottom-fishers  have  been  killing  some 
good  trout  with  the  maggot.  Some  very 
nice  sport  amongst  the  trout  has  been  met 
with  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  with  both 
fly  and  minnow.    The  Wharfe  has  been  in  nice 
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trim.  Some  nice  catches  of  trout  have  been 
made  in  the  upper  reaches  with  worm,  min- 
now and  fly.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  bottom 
fishers  have  only  met  with  moderate  sport  at 
Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf.  Several  clubj 
here  had  their  annual  match.  At  Ulleskelf  the 
Holbeck  Liberal  Angling  Club,  twenty-eight 
members  fished,  seventeen  caught  fish,  Mr.  Mason 
taking  first  prize  with  1  lb,  Mr.  McDowell  second, 
Mr.  Brown  third.  The  Costa  has  been  in  fine 
angling  trim,  and  .some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  caught  with  the  fly.  A  local  angler  at  Pickering 
had  three  good  days'  fishing,  securing  eleven, 
thirteen,  and  fourteen,  fishing  with  midge  flies, 
including  a  fine  trout  weighing  4^1b.,  the  best 
basket  being  one  of  eleven  fish,  weighing  231b. 
Prospects  are  rather  unsettled,  but  sport  will 
improve  after  a  good  rain.  Best  flies.  Brown  Owl, 
Black  Midge,  Knotted  Midge,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Stone 
Midge.  In  the  evenings  the  Bustards  and  Beck 
Moths  do  well. — J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnaceal^ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.]. 

— On  June  26,  Mr.  Wordsworth,  forty-four  trout, 
I4lb.,  also  one  of  21b.,  with  fly,  and  one  Salmo  ferox, 
(ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson,  fifty  trout,  141b.  ; 
Rev.  H.  N.  Bonar,  thirty-six,  I2jlb. ;  Messrs.  Lock- 
wood  and  Steel,  fifty-five,  221b.  ;  Messrs.  Dale  and 
Reid,  forty,  13^lb.  On  June  27,  Messrs.  Winter 
aod  McConnel,  twenty-six,  91b.  ;  Messrs.  Dale  and 
Reid,  twenty,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  HuSam  and  Wilson, 
seventeen,  61b. ;  Rev.  H.  N.  Bonar,  twenty-seven, 
101b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Wordsworth,  sixty,  I71b. ; 
Messrs.  Coulson  and  Johnson,  twenty-six,  8Jlb. 
On  June  2S,  Capt.  Reid,  fifteen,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stan- 
field,  twenty-six,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Huffam  and  Wilson, 
sixtv,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  twenty-two,  91b.  ;  Rev. 
H.  X.  Bonar,  fifty-four,  igjlb. ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson, 
twenty-four,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Winter  and  McConnel, 
fifty-three,  14^1b.  ;  Mr.  Wordsworth,  thirty-nine, 
151b.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Stanfield,  twenty-six,  81b. ; 
Capt.  Reid,  eighty,  261b.  ;  Mr.  Wordsworth,  forty- 
eight,  IS^lb.  ;  Mr.  Gibson,  twenty,  I21b. ;  Messrs. 
Huffam  and  Wilson,  sixty,  161b. ;  Messrs.  Winter 
and  McConnel,  sixty,  181b  ;  Rev.  H.  N.  Bonar, 
fifty-two,  151b. — John  McDonald. 

Beauly. — Mr.  J.  H.  Hay  and  party,  who  fished 
the  Home  and  Falls  Beat  of  the  Beauly,  had  the 
following  very  good  sport  during  the  week,  notwith- 
standing the  very  low  state  of  the  river : — On 
June  25,  three  grihe,  5ilb.,'  51b.,  51b. ;  on  June  26, 
two  grilse,  5Jlb.,  51b.  ;  on  June  27,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
on  June  28,  three  grilse,  71b.,  5 Jib.,  51b.  ;  on  June  29, 
five  grilse,  61b.,  sflb.,  51b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.  ;  on  June  30, 
one  grilse,  3|lb.  Mr.  Hay  concluded  his  fishing  for 
the  lortnight  with  a  take  of  twenty-three  grilse, 
averaging  5lb.,  and  four  splendid  salmon,  averaging 
IS^lb.  For  the  month  of  July  the  lessees  are 
Colonel  Salkeld  and  Mr.  Brisco,  who  stay  at  the 
Lovat  Arms  Hoi  el,  and  Mr.  Gow,  who  has  taken 
the  Kilmarnock  Manse.  Only  small  baskets  were 
had  in  the  tidal  waters,  the  heaviest  being  only  71b., 
and  the  best  trout  lib.  12oz.  The  net  fishing  has 
improved  a  good  deal,  and  on  Saturday  last  upwards 
of  forty  salmon  and  grilse  were  landed.  Lochs 

ROSQUE,     ACHANALT,     LuiCHABT,    AND  GaBVK.  

Some  very  good  fishing  with  fly  was  had  in  the 
above  four  Ross-shire  lochs  during  the  past  week. 
In  Rosque  a  grand  basket  of  23lb.,  in  which  were 
two  trout  scaling  31b.  2oz.  and  31b.,  was  had. 
Achanalt  was  disappointing  on  most  days,  but  a 
basket  of  161b.,  in  which  was  a  beauty  of  61b.,  was 
landed.  Anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer 
had  good  baskets  on  Luichart  and  Garve.  The 
best  basket  on  the  former  was  121b.  and  best  trout 
1  lb.  4oz.,  while  a  creel  of  14lb.  was  had  on  Garve. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Mr.  J.  Clerk  caught 
a  sea-trout  of  5\\h.  and  Mr.  Jeffery  one  of  21b.  in 
the  Langholm  water ;  Mr.  J.  Dalton  had  two  of 
21b.  eacti  and  one  of  4lb.  in  the  Wash.  Mr. 
Weatherstone  caught  three  above  Skippers  Bridge. 
Mr.  Tudhope  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  A. 
Thompson  had  a  couple  of  sea  trout,  Mr. 
Laidlow  one  and  a  few  jellow  trout;  Mr. 
Cooper,  Buttermere,  had  some  nice  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  A.  Bell  had  two  sea  trout  at  Tudholes. 
Mr.  Story  three,  Mr.  Stodart  one,  Mr.  Lawson  two, 
Mr.  W.  Jackson  three  and  some  yellow  trout,  Mr. 
J.  Graham  three  sea-trout,  Mr.  R.  Reid  had  four 
(•ea-trout  and  some  nice  yellow  trout  at  Skippers 
Bridge.  Fishing  in  Netherby  waters,  Mr.  R.  Bain 
liad  a  sea-trout  l^lb.,  Mr.  Stubbs  one  of  21b.,  Mr. 
Reed,  Autherut  one,  Mr.  Stott  one,  Mr.  J.  Dowie 
one,  Mr.  Juckauu  one,  Mr.  Johnstone  three.  The  best 

takes  in  Canonbie  water  have  been  by  the  following:  

Dr.  Anderson,  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  Tom  Steele, 
four;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  two;  Mr.  D.  Little,  four; 
Mr.  Jas.  Steele,  two;  Mr.  W.  Jackson,  two; 
Mr.  Wishart,  one;  Mr.  Riddell,  one;  Mr.  R. 
Little,  two  ;  Mr.  J.  Cox,  one,  below  bridge.  Two 
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rods  from  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie,  caught 
four  sea-trout  in  the  double  water.  Mr.  J.  ElJiot 
had  a  sea- trout  of  21b.  in  the  Willow  Pool;  Mr. 
G.  Law  caught  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  Muss  had 
three  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a  fishing  in  Liddle. 
Mr.  W.  Elliott,  Mr.  J.  Beattie  and  Mr.  J.  Walker 
have  each  had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J. 
Wilson  creeled  four  dozen  yellow  trout  and 
a  sea-trout  (IJlb.)  in  the  same  water.  Messrs.  J. 
Graham,  D.  King,  Wm.  King,  and  Wm.  Story  have 
had  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Liddle  water. 
Two  anglers  from  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
have  had  good  sport  with  yellow  trout  in  Ewes 
water,  and  several  baskets  have  been  got  in 
Tarras. — G. 

Beverou  (Banffsliire). — Although  rain  fell  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  it  had  little  or  no  "effect  on 
the  River  Deveron,  which  is  now  running  at 
summer  level.  The  water  is  quite  clear,  and  at 
some  parts  the  undergrowth  is  very  thick.  Owing  to 
the  low  state  of  the  water,  fish  have  almost  ceased 
running,  and,  except  in  the  deeper  pools,  there 
is  none  to  be  seen.  Rod  fishing  for  some  time 
has  been  very  backward,  and  it  will  continue 
to  be  so  until  there  is  a  heavy  spate  to  clean  the 
river  and  entice  fish  to  ascend.  On  the  lower 
waters  the  net  fishermen  have  been  busy  night 
and  day,  but  only  during  the  night  hours  have 
they  been  successful  in  landing  a  few  grilse  and 
sea-trout.  Along  the  coast  both  salmon  and 
grilse  of  late  have  been  fairly  numerous.  The  sea 
has  not  been  very  rough,  and  the  nets  have  not 
been  displaced  for  weeks.  Some  fair  hauls  of  grilse 
have  been  taken  from  several  of  the  bag-nets,  the 
weight  of  which  were  from  31b.  to  61b.  A  limited 
number  of  salmon  were  got,  the  heaviest  of  which 
scaled  321b.  A  couple  of  large  boxes  left,  per  rail, 
for  the  market  on  Tuesday. — H.  W. 

Inclmadamph  Hotel  ^Sutuerland). — On  June 
25,  Mr.  Thomson,  twelve  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  N.  Webb, 
two,  21b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  thirty,  101b.  ;  Hon. 
Coutts  and  Mrs.  Marjoribank,  eleven,  4Jlb.  On 
June  26,  Hon.  Coutts  and  Mrs.  Marjoribauks,  one 
ferox,  51b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Messrs. 
N.  and  A.  Webb,  twelve  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swan,  twenty,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Finch,  one,  21b.  On 
June  27,  Hon.  Coutts  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  eight 
trout,  4lb.,  one  ferox,  7jlb. ;  Mr.  Primrose,  one 
grilse,  51b.,  and  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Swan,  twenty  trout,  81b.  On  June  28,  Mr. 
Thomson,  one  grilse,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  Arnold  Webb,  four 
trout,  3|lb.  On  June  29,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan, 
twenty,  lOjlb.  ;  Mr.  Finch,  three,  2|lb.  (heaviest, 
IJlb  ).  On  June  3U,  Mr.  C.  Finch,  two,  3Hb. ;  Mr. 
E.  Finch,  four,  6jlb.— W.  Wali-ace. 

Iioohiuver  (Uvlag  Hoiei;. — On  June  23,  Mr. 
Simpson,  eight  trout.  On  June  25,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spencer  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevelyan,  forty- three, 
ilOlb. ;  Messrs.  Scott  and  Robertson,  fourteen,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Watson,  six,  31b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Paulin,  seventy- 
two,  181b.  On  June  26,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  twenty- 
nine,  91b.  ;  Messrs.  Scott  and  Robertson,  ten,  5Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Watson,  twelve,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Paulin, 
nineteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Spencer,  one  grilse,  51b.  On 
June  27,  Mr.  Scott,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Jonas,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trevelyan,  forty-two,  201b.;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Paulin,  fifty-one,  121b.  On  June  28,  Dr. 
Jonas,  twelve,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Paulin,  forty, 
13|lb.  On  June  29,  Mr.  Lumgair,  twelve,  61b.  On 
June  30,  Dr.  Jonas,  twenty-one,  13^1b.  ;  Mr.  John- 
stone, twenty,  81b. — John  Mackenzie. 


Look  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  been 
overcast  with  variable  winds  most  of  the  week  but 
has  now  become  bright,  though  sport  continues  good 
with  the  fly  and  baskets  of  about  201b.  are  being 
brought  in  almost  daily.  The  catch  with  the  rod  last 
month  wm  4418  trout,  4141  lb.  Hoz.,  compared  with 
only  331  trout  in  June  last  year.  This  is  by  far  the 
highest  yield  for  six  years.  Few  anglers  have  been 
out.  The  following  were  the  catches  : — Mr.  Mitchell, 
Edmonston,  Midlothian,  twenty-nine  trout, 
261b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  S.  Dixon  and  Dr.  Fergus.  Glas- 
gow, sixteen  trout,  161b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  and  Master 
Lyell,  Musselburgh,  thirteen  trout,  11  lb.  8oz.  ;  Mrs. 
Niven,  Musselburgh,  fourteen  trout,  11  lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Wilthew,  London,  eighteen  trout,  191b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Pullar  and  Colonel  Alexander,  Bridge  of  Allan, 
thirteen  trout,  111b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gemmel,  Whitting- 
hain,  ten  trout,  111b.  Hoz.,  and  eleven  trout, 
101b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Rough,  Broxburn,  and  Mr. 
Brown,  Haddington,  fifteen  trout,  161b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  101b.  ; 
Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr.  Cowan,  Edinburgh,  twenty 
trout,  24lb.  ;  Mr.  Moore,  Inveresk,  eleven  trout, 
14lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  101b. ; 
Messrs.  Kirk,  Falkirk,  twenty-six  trout,  2.51b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Alva  and  Mr.  Square,  twenty-five  trout, 
191b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  David  Scott  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Scott, 
Dundee,  twelve  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  Boase  and 
Mr.  Shepherd,  Dundee,  twenty  -  five  trout, 
27lb.,  and  seventeen  trout,  14lb. ;  Dr.  Ferguson, 
and  Dr.  Leslie,  Alloa,  twelve  trout,  91b.  ;  Bailie 
Crichton  and  Mr.  G.  R.  Donald,  Dundee,  thirty 
trout,  261b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  Lawson  and  Mr.  T.  Shaw, 
Dundee,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey, 
Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Ashby,  Red  Hill,  had  a 
magnificent  catch  on  June  28  of  forty-four  trout, 
weighing  461b.  8oz.  The  following  anglers  were 
only  out  a  few  hours  in  the  evening : — Mr. 
David  Scott  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Scott.  Dundee, 
twelve  trout,  11  lb;  Mr.  Robinson,  Edinburgh, 
thirteen  trout,  141b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Simmons  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  Edinburgh,  nine  trout,  101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr. 
E.  McNeUan  and  friend,  Johannesburg,  fourteen 
trout,  131b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  thirteen  trout, 
101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Turbayne,  Cowdenbeath,  twelve 
trout,  lOlb.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Sontli  of  Scotland, — The  Solway  rivers  are  un- 
changed from  last  week. — The  Annan. — This  river 
is  below  its  summer  level  at  present,  and  day  fishing 
is  at  a  standstill,  with  the  fly  especially.  A  number 
of  anglers  have  been  getting  fair  sport  in  the  middle 
and  higher  waters  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
Fishing  in  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  had  six  sea- 
trout  last  week-end  with  fly.  In  the  same 
water  on  Monday  night  he  had  a  catch  of  seven  sea- 
trout,  all  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Thos.  Bell  had  one  sea- 
trout ;  Mr.  James  Marshall,  one  sea-trout,  and  a 
yellow  trout  of  1  lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Alexander,  one  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  had  two  sea-trout.  In 
the  lower  stretches,  on  July  5,  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  one 
sea-trout  of  IJlb.  and  a  couple  of  yellow  trout  with 
fly  in  the  spittal  pool.  Captain  Ewart  had  two 
smaller  trout,  and  Mr.  R.  Graham  had  a  number  of 
yellow  trout  with  worm  bait.  In  Hoddom  Castle 
water  and  other  stretches  local  rods  are  getting 
some  sea- trout  by  fishing  up  to  midnight  with  fly. 
Mr.  Templeton  had  a  nice  creel  of  burn  trout  below 
Wamphray  a  few  days  ago  with  the  clean  water 
worm  ;  and  a  few  nice  yellow  trout  has  fallen  to  rods 
on  the  Jardine  Hall  section  by  fishing  with  evening 
fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers  AND  Lochs. — The  warm 
summer  weather,  low  rivers  and  absence  of  wind 
has  been  telling  amongst  angling  in  the  Stewartry 
rivers.  There  is  an  improved  run  of  sea  trout  this 
week,  but  a  flood  is  wanted  to  put  the  rivers  in 
trim.  The  Ayeshibe  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Loch 
Doon  of  Dalmellington  is  affording  the  best  sport 
in  the  Ayrshire  district.  Fishing  on  the  29th  June 
from  the  Eglington  Hotel  boat  Mr.  White  and 
friend  had  about  thirty  yellow  trout  and  Mr.  Cook 
and  Hyslop  had  a  like  creel.  Mr.  Campbell  had 
fifty-seven  trout  on  this  loch  with  fly.  Mr.  Clark 
caught  forty-six  trout. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  is  now  in  good 
fishing  trim,  a  large  quantity  of  rain  having  fallen 
towardal  the  end  of  last  week.  Since  last  report 
four  salmon  weighing  from  71b.  to  25lb.,  and  four 
grilse  averaging  about  4|lb.  weight,  have  been 
killed  on  the  Aberlour  water  by  Captain  Edward 
York.  On  the  Craigellachie  water,  one  salmon 
weighing  141b.  and  two  grilse  were  killed  last  week 
by  Keeper  Reid  fishing  for  the  proprietor. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  in  rather  better 
volume  with  the  rain  that  has  fallen.  From  the 
Carron  House  water  on  Monday  Sir  Ford  North 
landed  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  on\V'odnesday  week  Mr.  W.Duncan,  fisherman, 
had  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  two  grilse  of  51b.  and  61b., 
respectively  ;  while  from  the  Easter  Elchies  water, 
on  July  2,  Mr.  W.  Craik,  fisherman,  had  two  grilse 
of  4ilb.  and  51b.  respectively.  On  the  Rothes  water, 
on  July  2,   Mr.   Peto  had  three  grilse  of  4lb., 
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4Jlb.  and  51b.  respectively;  and  on  July  3 
another  of  4  Jib.  Sir  David  Barr,  fishing 
on  the  Arudilly  water  on  July  2.  killed  a  salmon  of 
101b.  and  two  grilse  of  41b.  and  51b.  respectively; 
and  next  day  two  grilse  of  the  same  weights.— J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel— On  June  25,  Messrs.  Ramsden 
and  Beach,  on  Loch  Slam,  had  twenty-nine  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  Paul,  on  Craggie,  had  twenty-two  trout, 
71b.  On  June  26,  Mr.  Paul,  on  Loch  Slam,  had 
fifteen  trout,  5Jlb.  On  June  28,  Major  Macdonald 
and  fnend  had  thirty  nine  trout,  161b.  On  June  29, 
Major  Macdonald  and  friend,  on  Loch  Slam,  had 
twenty-seven  trout,  101b.,  and  one  grilse,  3ilb. ; 
Mr.  Paul,  on  Craggie,  had  seventeen  trout,  5;!flb' 
On  June  30,  Major  Macdonald  and  friend,  on 
Craggie,  had  fourteen  trout,  81b. — M.  Macinnes. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  Caledonian  Hotel,  on  June  29,  Mr.  Ducat, 
Edinburgh,  and  friend,  on  Hill  Loch,  had  sixty- 
three  brown  trout,  16Jlb.  Some  rain  now— expect 
good  fishing  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  —  G. 

MORBISON. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ardara  (co.  Donegal).— The  fishing  around  here 
has  been  very  good  during  the  past  week.    Mr.  Mow- 
bray, on  Kiltoorish,  on  Monday,  had  eighteen  trout, 
lOJIb. ;  on  June  27,  twenty-one,  111b.  (best,  21b.). 
On  River  Owenea,  Mr.  H.  Kennedy,  two  salmon, 
141b.    Mr.  Leanord,  Doncaster,  and  brother,  from 
Lough  Free,  thirteen  trout,  81b.  (one,  2Jlb.),  and 
several  baskets  of  nice  brown  trout  from  Loughs 
Adenny  and  Worraugh  O'Neill.— Neil  McNelis. 
bzBaun  and  Tributaries. — Showers  of  rain  fell  at 
intervals  during  the  week  over  north-east  Ulster, 
but  it  was  at  once  absorbed  by  the  parched  earth,' 
and  in  consequence  the  state  of  the  tributaries' 
which  were  previously  running  at  summer  level, 
remained  unchanged.    The  Bann  continued  being 
reduced,  but  all  the  stretches  are  in  order,  and 
grilse,  which  have  recently  become  very  plentiful, 
are  passing  over  the  weir  at  Caronroe  and  on  to  the 
Kilrea  reach,  which  is-  now  well  stocked.    A  run  of 
summer  salmon  and  grilse  is  on  the  Antrim  coast, 
J    and  catches  are  being  obtained  in  the  nets  between 
Ballycastle  and  Lough  Foyle.     Trout  are  rising 
more  freely  than  at  any  period  during  the  present 
season,  and  anglers  who  remain  out  to  fish  the 
night  rise  are  making  baskets  on  the  Golden  Olive 
pattern  of   the  Sedge.     At  Caronroe  Mr.  Show 
caught  fourteen  salmon  and  grilse,  ranging  from 
441b.  to  161b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Nagle,  ten,  ranging  from  3ilb. 
to  141b.,  and  Mr.  C.  Henderson  and  party  thirteen 
ranging  from  41b.  to  13Jlb.     At  Kilrea  Mr.  Cath 
landed  one  grilse  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wright  three,  6Jlb., 
41b.  and  31b.,  and  D.  McShannog  three  brown  trout 
2Jlb.,  31b.  and  Gib.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  were  in  better 
condition  this  week,  and  some  little  improvement 
in  sport  was  noticeable.  At  Woodburn,  Stoney- 
ford,  trouting  is  dull  and  not  at  all  as  good  as 
it  was  in  the  middle  of  last  month.  Sea  trout  are 
beginning  to  run  up  the  coast  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal). —During  the  past 
week  the  Hon.  F.  H.  May  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Dracon 
landed  150  trout,  averaging  Jib.,  on  this  river,  the 
largest  trout  weighing  2ilb.  The  Hon.  F.  H.  May 
landed  a  grilse  also,  51b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne  iBallyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Sport 
good  during  the  past  week  and  the  following  are 
the  particulars.    Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  nine 
salmon  weighing  from  51b.  to  231b.,  Sir.  H.  B. 
Robertson  ten  salmon,  from  61b.  to  201b. ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Davies  ten  salmon,  from  5^1b.  to  ll^lh. ;  Mr.  T.  B. 
Johnston  landed  several  salmon,  weighing  from  81b! 
to  241b.  ;  Mr.  Lees  five  salmon  from  51b.  to  161b.  and 
Mr.  E.  A.  Wrigley  three  of  161b.,  71b.,  and  61b. 
Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  Mr.  John  Stone  and  Mr.  T.  M. 
Pike  also  landed  a  number  of  salmon,  weights,  etc. 
of  same  not  to  hand  at  time  of  writing,  and  the 
Hon.  F.  H.  May  landed  a  number  of  fine  trout 
largest  4lb. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  * 
Galway  Fishery.— On  June  27,  Capt.  Macgowan 
had  four  salmon,  weighing  51b.,  5Jlb.,  5Alb.,  5ilb  • 
Mr.  Dobson,  three,  6Jb.,  6lb.,  5Jlb.  ;  Major  Moir, 
three,  G^lh.,  5jlb.,  6^1b. ;   Capt.  Steward,  seven.' 
71b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  lljlb.,  Q^Ib.,  ^lb. ;  Mr.  Hill 
three,  S^lh.,  61b.,  41b.;  Capt.  Herring,  two,  61b 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Hallett,  two,  51b.,  41b.    On  June  28,  Mr! 
Dobson,  one,  5ilb.  ;  Major  Moir,  one,  61b. ;  Capt 
Steward,  nine,  5^1b..  3ilb.,  6Jlb.,  5*lb.,  61b.,  81b.! 
91b.,  3ilb..  4ilb.  ;  Dr.  White,  eleven,  6ilb..  641b 
4ilb.,  5ilb.,  71b.,  51b.,  5|lb.,  5^Ib.,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  61b.'' 
Capt.  Herrmg,  two,  6Jlb.,  41b.    On  June  29,  Capt 
Macgowan,  four,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  ^lh.,  61b. ;  Mr.  Dobson 
three.  61b.,  71b.,  ti|lb.  ;   Major  Moir,  two,  1041b  ' 
6^1b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  three,  41b.,  51b.,  ejlb  •  Dr' 
White,  six,  51b.,  6ilb.,   51b.,   61b.,   54lb.,  'silb  • 
Capt.  Herring,  three,  41b.,  81b.,  6|lb.  ;  Mr.  Hallett! 
one,  8Jb.     On  June  30.  Capt.  Macgowan,  three' 
5ilb.,  5|lb.,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Dobson,  five,  6Alb.,  541b' 
6|lb.,  5Jlb.,  51b. ;  Major  Moir,  five,  7  Jib.,  641b.  51b  ' 
^lh..  yjlb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  five,  Olb.,  71b.,  41b  ' 
51b.,  51b.  ;  Dr.  White,  three,  5Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b  • 


Mr.  Hallett,  three,  6 Jib.,  5Jlb.,  4 Jib.  Total  catch 
for  June,  seven  rods,  622  salmon.  On  July  2 
Capt.  Macgowan,  three,  31b.,  71b.,  641b  •  Mr' 
Dobson  six,  4 Jib.,  9Jlb.,  2Jlb.,  6Jlb..  6Jlb.;  71b. ! 
Capt.  Steward,  five,  7ib.,  6ilb.,  841b.,  71b  81b  • 
Dr.  White,  sixteen,  4Jlb.,  5jlb.,  61b.,  641b..'  641b  ' 

iv.^-'        'lb..  61b.,  61b!,  sjib.:  4\i:: 

bilb.,  61b.;  Capt.  Herrmg,  six,  61b.,  bib  101b 
121b.,  81b.,  6  Jib. ;  Mr.  Hallett,  one,  91b.  On  July  3' 
Capt.  Macgowan,  four,  6Jlb.,  41b.,  541b  ,  341b  •' 
Mr.  Dobson,  three,  51b.,  51b.,  6Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Steward,' 
three,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  91b. ;  Capt.  Herring,  one  61b  • 
Mr.  Hallett,  one.  31b.— W.  N.  Milne.  ' 

Leenane  (co.  Galway).— Brown  trout  fishing 
has  been  good,  rods  averaging  twenty-five  daily 
Salmon  fishing  has  also  been  pretty  good,  one  rod 
getting  five  last  week,  another  four,  another  three, 
and  one  gentleman  had  fourteen  in  a  fortnight  — 
R.  H.  McKeown. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong).— Fishing  on 
the  Corrib  from  the  Cong  end  has  been  splendid 
during  June,  and  visitors  staying  at  the  Carlisle 
Arms  Hotel  had  very  good  sport.  Large  catches 
taken  by  Capt.  and  Mr.  Drake— in  fourteen  days 
801b.  of  trout  (largest,  81b.  and  8|lb.) ;  Mr.  Mac- 
lagan,  fifty-two  trout  (best,  3flb.)  and  one  peal. 
5ilb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill,  in  four  days,  nine  trout, 
111b.  (best,  2Jlb.),  and  two  days,  on  Mask,  six 
trout,  61b.  ;  Major  Munno  and  Capt.  Deverell,  in 
four  days,  on  Corrib,  141b.,  and  one  peal,  5jib.  • 
Mr.  Whiteside,  in  five  days,  281b.  (best,  91b.);  Mr' 
Kelly,  101b.  (best,  3Jlb.).    Fishing  not  so  good  lor 

past  few  days  owing  to  the  north  wind.  O.  D. 

Loughs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).— Juiy  4. 
Corrib  still  continues  to  fish  well  to  the  dap  and 
artificial  fly,  conditions  being  favourable.   There  are 
not  many  rods  at  work  ;  as  for  Mask,  it  has  not  been 
so  little  fished  so  late  in  the  season  as  this  year 
for  many  years.    Angling  from  Moimt  Gable  Hotel 
June  27.— Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  four  trout,  61b. 
(best  2ilb.);    Mr.  Scott  (same  boat),  one  trout! 
Iflb. ;  Mr.  Hjnchliff,  four  trout.  5Jlb.  (best  Ulb 
and  small  pike).     June  28.— Mr.  Hinchliff.  two 
trout,  4 Jib.  (best  2|lb.);  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  nine 
trout,  i)Jlb.   (best  lib.  9oz.) ;  Capt    Price,  one 
trout,  IJib.  June  29.— Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  six  trout 
61b.  (best  IJlb.)  ;.Capt.  Price,  three  trout,  6ilb.  (best 
2|lb.);  Mr.  Hinchlitf.  three  trout.  31b.  (best  IJlb.). 
June  30.  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck.  five  trout  5 Jib.,  best 
l|lb. ;  Mr.  Hinchliff,  seven  trout,  121b.  (best  2ilb.), 
and  one  salmon  ^Ih.  (this  is  this  gentleman's 
second  salmon  dapping  within  a  week) ;  Capt 
Price  eleven  trout,   141b.   (best  21b.);    Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tabor,  three  trout,  3ilb.  (best  1  lb.  2oz.) ; 
J uly  2,  Dr.  and  Mr.  Thompson,  three  trout,  31b! 
(best  lib.  5oz.).     Captain  Price,  three  trout,  3ilb. 
(best  1  lb.  2oz.).   July  3,  dead^calm,  no  fish.   July  4! 
nice  breeze  at  time  of  writing,  and  good  baskets 
may  be  expected  this  evening. — G.  T. 

Monrne  (Newtown  btbwart,  00.  Tyrone).  

Some  rain  fell  in  the  past  week  and  the  condition 
of  the  Mourne  is  much  improved.  Salmon  are  now 
up  as  far  as  these  reaches,  and  already  several  have 

been  killed.    Amongst  the  successful  anglers  were  

Mr.  Edbrooke,  one;  Major  Edwards,  two;  Mr. 
Goodlat,  one  ;  and  Colonel  Stevenson .  killed  one 
16|lb.,  the  heaviest  salmon  taken  about  here  for 
years. — .J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  good,  a  number  of  fish  being  taken 
with  fly  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches.  All  the 
pools  are  filled  with  fish,  both  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea-trout ;  fishing  is  sure  to  improve  during  the 
next  week  as  the  fish  are  coming  in  great  numbers. 
Lough  Calla  and  Lough  Talt  fished  fairly  well, 
good  baskets  being  taken  on  the  fly.  Some  good 
sea-trout  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Moy 
in  the  evenings. — John  Devees. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  00. 
Mayo). — The  weather  here  for  the  past  week  was 
not  good  for  angling.  Col.  Charlton  had  twenty 
grilse,  1081b.;  Col.  Brown,  sixteen  grilse,  911b. 
Surg.-Lieut.-Col.  H.  Raynor  in  fourteen  days  had 
thirty-five  grilse  and  one  salmon,  1901b.;  Mr.  J. 
Wilson,  three  grilse,  161b. ;  Mr.  C.  Wallace,  seven 
grilse,  371b. ;  Dr.  E.  E.  Cathcart,  two  grilse,  131b. ; 
Lord  Claremorres,  fourteen  grilse,  691b.  Mr.  Dames 
Longworth  ten  grilse,  581b.  ;  Mr.  Garvey  twenty 
grilse,  131b. ;  Messrs.  Perry  Knox  Gore  fourteen 
grilse,  761b.  ;  Mr.  Byres  seven  grilse,  361b.  On  the 
loughs  some  fine  trout  were  got.  Sea  trout  fishing 
is  good  on  the  river  now.  In  the  pools  some 
thousands  of  grilse  are  lying  now. — Pat  Heabns. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). — Heavy  rain  during 
the  week  has  kept  the  water  at  about  same  level. 
On  Prospect,  Capt.  Goodson  killed  four  peal,  23Jlb. ; 
Mr.  G.  Heaton  Armstrong,  seven  peal,  321b.  On 
Summerhill,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  three  peal, 
12Jlb.  On  Doonas,  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal, 
31b. ;  Mr.  Barber  Starkey,  three  peal,  4 Jib.,  4 Jib., 
2|lb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
three  peal,  41b.,  4lb.,"  31b.— John  Enbight  and 
Son. 


SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (June  30).— A  showery  day  having 
somewhat  modified  the  usual  heat   and  glare, 
advantage  of  this  was  taken  yesterday  to  visit 
the  trout  stream  at  the  other  side  of  the  valley 
beyond  the  Rhone.    It  was  found  just  a  little  too 
much  coloured,  of  the  usual  greenish-gray  warm- 
weather  tint,  for  anything  but  minnow  spinning 
to  appear  suitable,  but  as  there  was  a  nice  cool 
upstream  wind  a  trial  was  made  for  about  a  mile. 
More  independent  rises  were  seen  than  on  the  last 
occasion,  chiefly  along  the  clearer  edges,  and  at 
fledgling  grasshoppers  blown  off  the  bank  ;  the  May 
Flies,  all  but  an  odd  straggler,  having  disappeared. 
Out  of  the  small  number  of  fish  that  could  see  and 
take  the  sauterelle,  little  Chap.,  and  Palmers,  a  few 
only  came  to  creel,  and  as  the  luck  was  bad  the 
effort  was  not  worth  prolonging.    It  is  always  a 
drawback  having  to  drive  for  an  hour  or  more  to 
fish  a  stream  which  on  arrival  may  not  be  in  the 
best  of  order,  but  in  these  days  the  change  from 
the  more  sun  smitten  side  of  the  valley  is  agreeable, 
even  if  the  fishing  forecast  be  less  than  accurate. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 


Deal  (the  Pier) — Pier  anglers  have  had  a  fair 
amount  of  sport  lately,  though  pouting  have  con- 
stituted the  majority  of  their  catches.  Nurse-doga 
have  been  taken  in  limited  numbers,   and  an 
occasional  skate  has  afforded  lively  sport  for  their 
lucky  captors.    Though  pollack  have  been  fished 
for  daily,  no  one  has  yet  captured  one.  On  June  29  a 
strong  north-east  gale  prevailed  all  day,  and  nothing 
whatever  was  done  by  the  seven  angling  patrons.  On 
June  30  the  number  of  fishers  was  large,  including 
Miss  Horner,  Miss  Morgan,  Mrs.  Millard,  Mrs.  Clapp, 
and  Messrs.  Johnson,  Simmonds,  House,  Piper, 
Hume,  W.  Dodd,  Glenney,   Tress,  Branscombe,' 
Brummum.    Catterson,   Morgan,  Collyer,  Clapp, 
Adams,  Hume,  and  MDlard.    The  day's  catch  was 
not  large,  but  included  a  few  small  congers,  some 
half-dozen  spur  dogs,  and  a  skate  of  6Jlb.,  which 
tell  to  Mr.  Dodd's  rod  in  the  evening.    On  the 
following  day  Mr.  Waddell  had  six  dogfish  early 
in  the  morning,  Mr.  Hume  a  skate  of  7Jlb.,  and 
later  in  the  day,  Mrs.  Millard,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Millard,  and  Mr.  Sidney  Houghton  each  did  fairly 
well.  Miss  Fawcett's  catch  including  an  edible  crab 
m  splendid    condition.     Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan 
experienced  some  splendid  sport  on  July  2,  Mr. 
Morgan  receiving  good  patronage  from  dogfish,  and 
Miss  Morgan  obtaining  a  large  number  of  pouting, 
some  of  them  exceeding  one  pound  in  weight.  Mr 
Catterson,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  House,  Mr. 
Metcalf,  Mr.  Mansell,  and  Mr.  Glenney,  together 
with  Master  Page,  did  but  little  during  the  day, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress,  and  Mr.  Branscombe,  who 
fished  from  the  beach  at  Walmer  only  caught  half  a 
dozen  between  them.    The  only  fresh  arrivals  on 
July  3  were  Messrs.  W.  R.  Robins  and  G.  S.  Robins, 
but  the  day's  catch  was  quite  immaterial,  though 
Mr.  Band  secured  a  nice  crab,  21b.,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,   and  large  numbers  of   pouting  were 
obtained.    But  few  fishers  put  in  an  appearance  on 
J  uly  4,  and  their  catches  were  quite  unimportant. 
— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings. — Sport  here  is  now  on  the  up  grade, 
pier  doing  fairly  well.  Some  good  flat  fish  and  a 
quantity  of  weevers,  the  latter  up  to  1  lb.  in  weight. 
Conger  fishing  largely  indulged  in — good  cakes 
night  fishing.  Best  fish  this  week,  Mr.  Dale, 
111b.  5oz.  W.  Ball,  of  Bexhill,  out  in  the  Alba! 
tross  on  June  27  with  Capt.  Atkinson  and  Mr. 
Darting,  landed  with  twenty-three  pollack,  average 

weight  61b.,  taken  close  to  the  Sovereign  Rocks  

H.  D. 

Plymouth.  —  Local  showers  have  done  some 
good  by  freshening  the  air  a  bit,  and  sport  has 
been  pretty  fair  during  the  week.  The  bass  are  still 
in  evidence,  and  some  fine  catches  are  recorded 
from  the  Hamoaze  and  Tamar.  One  has  to  study  the 
tide  a  little,  for  there  are  certain  times  they  feed 
much  better  than  others.  The  Saltash  fishermen 
have  boats  handy,  and  they  will  meet  anybody 
coming  from  Devonport  or  Plymouth  by  steamer. 
I  know  one  or  two  good  men  who  are  in  the  know 
as  to  their  whereabouts.  One  fisherman  fishing 
only  a  few  hours  had  fourteen  good  fish,  the 
smallest  was  21b.,  and  the  largest  71b.  He  was 
anchored  in  the  tideway,  and  he  let  his  bait  fioat 
up  stream  with  the  tide  and  kept  hauling  the  line 
in  until  the  lead  was  in  the  boat,  then  he  let  it  out 
again  and  so  caught  his  fish,  using  the  baby  sand- 
eel.  Pollack  are  plentiful,  but  bass  are  more 
attractive  for  the  amateur ;  mullet  are  being  taken 
after  dark  and  early  mornings  in  the  G.W.  Docks 
— W.  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  is  still  fine,  and  very 
favourable  for  sea  angling.  A  large  number  of  bass 
are  now  passing  up  the  Little  Sea,  and  a  fair  number 
of  good-sized  fish  have  been  captured.    F.  Mogge- 
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EVERY  ANGLER  SHOULD 

Take  a  Kodak 


WITH  HIM. 


Folding  Pocket  Kodaks 

are  first-class  cameras.  You  can  load  them  in 
daylight,  and  carry  in  your  pocket  sufficient 
film  for  dozens  of  pictures.  No  technical 
knowledge  is  wanted;  you  can  start  now. 

There  are  Kodaks  at  prices 

from  5s.  to  £8,  and 
Complete  Outfits  from  21s. 

Write  for  The  Kodak  Book  tell- 
ing all  about  Kodak  Photography. 

KODAK,  Ltd.,  57=61,   Clerkenwell  Road,  LONDON,  B.C. 


Branches 


nS^Oxfo?d'sV"w  "'ivr^t?  g-'^--  St  Glasgow;  59.  Brompton  Rd.,  S.W.  ;  60,  Cheapside,  E.C  ; 
115,  Oxford  St,  W.  ;  171-173,  Regent  St.,  W. ;  40,  Strand,  London,  W.C.  ;  and  all  Dealers. 


The  latest  thing  in  Reels 


A  CASTING  REEL,  MADE  OF  STRONG  BUT  LIGHT 
ALLOY,     WITH     A    DRAG    OR    BRAKE  UNDER 


PERFECT  CONTROL. 


PATENT    NO.  16938. 

All  the  bearings  and  check  action  are  made  of  Hardened 
Steel  and  Gun  Metal. 

MANUFACTURED  SOLELY  BY    .  . 

HY.  MILWARD  &  SONS.  LTD. 


^jujui.n  iiLj'in  I'l  lilt  Braj'nCTgB 


HIGHEST 
GRADE 


BROGUES 


MOTBlHe  TO  EQML  THEM  FOR  WEAR  4  COMPORT. 

THE"SANDEIVIAN" 


For 

HARD  WEAR 

■\eiyl5est  quality  leather  and  canvas.     Price,  for 
sues  ffs  to  12s,  32/6  per  pair;    for   size  13's, 
35,'-  per  pair. 

FRASER  SANDEMAN,  Esq., 
untes:  "They  ape  the  Desl  I 
ever  had,  and  the  metal  fasteners 
are  a  great  improvement: 

while  the  tongue  being  sewn  all 
round  is  a  decided  advantage." 


THE  "TILT,"  FOR  MEDIUM  WEAR. 

anie  (inality  leather  as  above,  only  lighter,  and  super-medium 
canvas.   Price,  sizes  6's  to  12  s,  27/6  per  pair.    Size  13's, 
30/-  per  pair. 

E.  M.  W.,  Esq,,  Pool,  writes:  "I  have  worn 
a  pair  of  your  Brogues  for  the 
last  two  years,  and,  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  a  great  proof  of 
their  excellence  is,  there  is 
not  a  single  nail  drawn 
from  the  soles." 


THE  "  NEVERSLIP,"  for  fishing. 

A  light  cauvas  Brogue,  with  felt  soles  to  ensure  a  firni  foothold 
on  slippery  rocks  and  boulders.    Price,  sizes  6's 
to  12  s,  25/-  ;  size  13  s,  27/6. 

H.  S.  H.,  Esq.,  Bristol,  writes  : 
"  I  find  the  Brogues  I  had  from  you 
two  years  ago  much  the  best  I 
ever  had,  and  they  seem  to  stand 
any  amount  of  wear  and 
tear." 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &.  ANDERSON,  Ltd., 

City:  2,1,  Queen  Victoria  St..  E.C.  i  West  End:  58&59,  Charing'Cros?,  S.W. 
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ridge,  of  Wyke,  has  had  several  of  from  51b.  to  61b., 
while  one  or  two  anglers  have  had  larger  ones. 
Rev.  Penfold  has  had  a  lot  of  bass  from  1  |lb.  to  31b. 
A  few  cod  are  about  under  the  north  shore,  but  I 
have  not  heard  of  many  being  taken.  Whiting  are 
plentiful  off  the  breakwater  and  some  good  baskets 
have  been  made.  W.  Moggeridge,  fishing  with  Mr. 
Krenkel  (B.S.A.S.),  has  had  some  large  skate, 
also  silver  whiting,  pollack,  bream  and  dogfish. 
Messrs.  F.  Ferris  and  R.  F.  Mace  have  also  had 
some  good  size  fish  in  the  harbour,  mostly  bass 
and  pollack.  There  are  a  lot  of  plaice  about  now 
off  the  sand-banks,  and  some  good  conger  fishing 
to  be  had  from  off  the  Nothe  Fort.  Weather  con- 
ditions for  the  week-end  are  very  promising. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell,  (W.  A.  A.) 


ANGLEKS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


Competition  at  Ambeeley,  Sussex. 
The  angling  competition  held  in  the  River  Arun 
at  AmberJey,  on  July  1,  was,  considering  all  things, 
a  great  success.  The  railway  arrangements,  owing 
to  the  alterations  which  usually  take  place  with  all 
railway  companies  on  July  1  to  meet  the  require- 
ments for  the  summer  service,  did  not  give  satisfac- 
tion to  those  anglers  who  went  down  by  the  6. 50  a.m. 
train.  With  this  exception  everything  else  was 
satisfactory.  The  competitors,  400  in  number,  were 
at  liberty  to  fish  from  the  towpath  side  of  the  river 
and  also  from  the  banks  of  the  meadows  rented  by 
the  two  London  associations,  which  I  am  pleased  to 
say  many  members  of  the  opposite  association 
availed  themselves  of  with  success.  Sixty-five  of  the 
competitors  weighed  in  for  the  forty-seven  prizes 
offered,  the  gross  weight  being  IStilb.  5Joz  ,  the 
greatest  individual  weight  being  161b.  lloz., 
the  St.  Albans  AS.  being  very  prominent 
at  the  weighing  in,  seven  of  their  members 
weighing  in  441b.  SJoz.  -  The  lowest  weight  to 
take  a  prize  is  15Joz.  The  following  is  the 
record  of  the  first  six  prize  winners: — T.  Good- 
acre  (St.  Albnns  A.S.)  161b.  lloz.  ;H.  Bouffler 
(Bostonian  A.S.)  101b.  2oz.  ;  A.  King  (Bromp- 
ton  A.S.)  91b.  lljoz. ;  A.  Goodacre  (St.  Albans 
A.S.)  91b.  5oz.  ;  H.  Brown  (St.  Albans  A.S.) 
8Ib.  8oz.  ;  G.  T.  Russell  (Ddlston  A.S.)  71b.  14oz. 

R.  G.  Woodruff. 


"CLOSE"  SEASON  BAIT. 

Messes.  Haedy  Brothees,  of  61,  Pall  Mall,  were 
recently  summoned  for  selling  hottled  fresh-water 
fish  as  bait  during  the  "  close  "  season.  At  Marl- 
borough-street  they  in  turn  svimmoned  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  fish,  Mr.  John  R.  Roberts,  for  pur- 
chasing the  fish  in  contravention  of  the  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Act.  The  solicitor  for  Messrs.  Hardy  said 
they  had  no  feeling  against  the  prosecutors  i'n  the 
previous  case,  but  they  had  lost  a  number  of  good 
customers  by  telling  them  they  could  not  sell  the 
fish.  Mr.  Kennedy  pointed  out  that  others  refused 
to  sell  the  fish,  and  that  the  customers  must  be  told 
that  it  was  against  the  law  in  the  close  season. 
The  law  on  the  matter  was  clear,  and  he  could  not 
understand  how  Messrs.  Hardy  had  misled  them- 
selves. This  was  an  extraordinary  and  frivolous 
prosecution,  and  the  summons  would  be  dismissed. 
On  the  application  of  the  solicitor  for  the  defendant, 
the  magistrate  allowed  2.3s.  costs  against  Messrs. 
Hardy  BrotheTS.—Daily  Mail,  June  30. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  adjourned  Yalding  competition  will  be  held 
at  Pangbourne  on  July  8.  Leave  Paddington  at 
.5.5  p.m.  on  Saturday  ;  Sunday  morning  train, 
8.55  a.m.  Weigh  in  at  Cercle  Fran^ais.  Special 
meeting  called  for  July  18  for  the  transaction  of 
important  business.  Fishing  at  Wravsbury,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Abrahams,  and  Alfred  Abrahams,  jun.,  cap- 
tured some  good  roach  and  dace  and  chub,  Mr. 
Abrahams,  sen.,  taking  91b.  of  roach. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  Adams  presided  on  June  27,  when  a 
good  deal  of  general  business  was  transacted.  The 
prize  list  for  the  present  season  received  further 
useful  additions,  and  a  nomination  for  membership 
was  put  forward.  The  recent  death  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Price,  of  the  True  Waltonians,  was  reported  to 
the  meeting.  The  news  of  the  sad  occurrence  was 
received  with  much  regret,  and  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  write  to  that  society  expressing  in 
suitable  terms  the  feelings  of  the  meeting.  The 
following  members  registered  fish  for  the  week 


ended  June  27  : — Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Loudensack, 
perch  from  Harefield  ;  Messrs.  Featherstone  and  J. 
Marks,  dace  ;  Mr.  Craclvneli,  bream  ;  and  Mr.  Sage 
tench  (best  21b.  12oz).  The  heavy  rain  last  week 
considerably  coloured  the  river  at  Harefield,  but  it 
soon  clears.  It  is  expected  that  arrangements  will 
very  shortly  be  made  to  have  the  weeds  cut  in  the 
Harefield  section.  The  secretary  will  be  glad  to 
receive  the  names  of  members  for  A.B.S.  tickets  as 
soon  as  possible. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
On  Wondesday  (July  4)  Mr.  Mallett  occupied  the 
business  chair.  Reports  from  stations  nimierous. 
As  the  season  advances  the  sea-angling  increases. 
The  chairman  announced,  to  the  very  great  satis- 
faction of  the  members  present,  that  a  member  of 
the  committee — Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin — had  been 
singled  out  for  the  distinction  of  the  Imperial 
Service  Order.  That  it  was  well  earned  everyone 
who  knew  Mr.  Minchin  and  his  work  full  well  knew, 
but  that  it  shovild  have  been  conferred  upon  one  of 
his  colleagues  in  the  committee  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  a  matter  of  great  joy  and  con- 
gratulation, and  so  all  the  members  present  found  it. 
The  society's  record  for  some  years  bore  heavy 
marks  of  his  work  and  influence,  and  it  has  come  to 
be  felt  here,  as  elsewhere,  that  His  Majesty's  recog- 
nition of  merit  reaches  far.  Nowhere  can  it  be 
recognised  in  this  case  than  it  was  on  its  announce- 
ment in  Fetter  Lane.  In  the  absence  of  the  pro- 
mised paper  on  "  Bass  and  Mullet,"  the  discussion 
ranged  principally  upon  the  sea-flshing  on  the  Welsh 
coast — apparently  a  hitherto  undiscovei-ed  country 
— and  it  may  be  more  properly  said  an  untried  one. 
for  opinions  differed.  That  the  society  has  secured 
numerous  stations  on  the  coast  is  indisputable,  and 
they  do  not  work  upon  scant  information.  The 
result  of  the  committee  cup  competition  limited  to 
this  coast  and  the  Isle  of  Man  will  settle  this  matter 
finally.  On  July  11  the  evening  will  be  devoted  to 
a  discussion  on  "  Mullet  and  Bass,  and  the  Tackle 
Used,"  opened  by  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers. — H.  P. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern  on  July  3,  Mr.  G.  Thompson  presiding. 
Following  previous  week,  there  was  again  a  nice 
display  of  fish,  and  many  fishing  reports,  including 
those  of  the  following  gentlemen :— Mr.  A.  G. 
Merritt,  16Jlb.,  bream,  best  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  J. 
Orpin,  bream  ;  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee,  bream,  best  2Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Warne,  forty-one  bream  up  to  31b.  2oz. 
and  fifty  roach  up  to  Iflb.  ;  also  seventy  bream 
and  roach,  and  a  monster  eel  of  5lb.  ;  Messrs. 
Green,  Isaacs,  Lister,  Tyerman,  and  others  reported 
a  few  fish  from  the  society's  fishery  ;  and  Mr.  F. 
James  showed  a  nice  bat-ch  of  fifteen  good  tench, 
best  nearly  21b.  Sea  fishing  results  were  not  very 
heavy,  however,  Messrs.  T.  Gilbert,  G.  Thompson 
(chairman),  and  W.  Gilbert  reported  something  less 
than  a  score  of  flatfish  from  Leigh.  The  grand  pike 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  W^arne,  that  won  the  "  Martinez 
Cup,"  was  on  view,  having  now  been  beautifully 
set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper.  Mr.  Cayless  sent  up  to 
the  meeting  an  extraordinary  "  lead  sinker  "  well 
over  2oz.,  which  had  been  discovered  in  the 
stomach  (!)  of  a  Scotch  salmon  of  61b.  or  so,  sent  up 
to  the  London  market  this  week.  Respecting  the 
lead  sinker,  Mr.  Cayless  humorously  suggested  in 
his  letter  that  an  angler  minus  bait  might  use  his 
plummet — he  was,  by  the  way,  quite  sure  that  the 
sinker  had  been  swallowed  and  not  forced  into  the 
fish.  Attention  was  called  to  dace  and  chub  com- 
petition on  Tuesday  next,  July  10,  when  two 
bronze  medals  are  offered — one  in  each  class,  for 
thrse  best  fish.  Members  were  also  recjuested  to 
notify  hon.  secretary  not  later  than  July  10  as 
to  their  presence,  and  that  of  their  friends,  at  the 
ladies'  competition  at  Wraysbury  on  Saturday, 
July  14.  The  C.L.P.S.  toast,  alJ,o  that  of  the 
"  Successful  Angler  "  (Mr.  F.  James),  having  been 
duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  presided  over  the  committee 
meeting  ;  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  was  voted  to  the  chair 
at  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed,  on  Tuesday 
(July  3)  a  new  member  was  elected.  Members  are 
reminded  that  the  Kelvedon  fishing  is  now  open  for 
all  fish,  except  pike.  A  few  good  fishing  reports 
were  given  in  during  the  evening.  Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer 
had  some  very  heavy  bags  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and 
eels  taking  in  all  1471b.  of  fish,  all  of  which  were 
well  over  the  Gresham  standard.  Mr.  Zerfass,  from 
private  water,  took  grayling  up  to  21b.  3oz.,  and 
some  nice  trout,  roach,  and  dace.  Mr.  Thonger 
had  five  trout  from  private  water  from  l|lb.  to  1  Jib. 
Mr.  Birch  had  trout  from  Chesham,  and  several 
others  took  trout  from  the  same  water,  but  the 
majority  of  them  were  returned.  There  was  a 
capital  rise  of  very  pale  Olive  Duns  on  Saturday 


(June  30),  and  two  or  three  members  got  broken  up 
by  heavy  fish,  using  an  artificial  of  this  kind  as  a 
lure.  A  very  small  Black  Gnat  was  also  successfully 
used. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  warm  welcome  was  given  to  the  party  of 
members  who  have  recently  returned  from  Irish 
waters.  The  result  of  the  excursion  will  be  a  nice 
addition  to  our  already  magnificent  collection  of 
specimens.  The  be.st  fish  captured  were: — Trout, 
10|lb.,  by  Mr.  Rayner ;  trout,  8|lb.,  by  Mr. 
Spencer  ;  trout,  8ilb.  and  8lb.,  by  Mr.  Dunn  ;  pike, 
231b.,  and  trout  (on  fly),  S^b-,  by  Mr.  Harding; 
trout,  61b.,  by  Mr.  Piatt;  and  trout.  51b.,  by  Mr. 
Linsdell.  Mr.  Attwood's  trout,  41b.  2oz.,  taken  cni 
fly  from  the  club's  trout  water  and  Mr.  F.  W. 
Harding's  pike  from  our  Barford  fishery  now  adorn 
the  club-room,  and  are  both  good  examples  of  the  taxi- 
dermist's prowess.  Members  requiring  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  fishery  tickets  should  apply  to  the 
secretary  on  or  before  the  Wednesday  previous  to 
the  date  for  which  they  are  required.  A  member 
reports  having  seen  a  fine  show  of  very  large  perch 
at  our  Barford  Fishery,  near  White  Mill  Bridge. 
The  weights  given  in  this  report  of  Irish  fish  refer 
to  weight  wlien  captured,  and  previous  records  refer 
to  weight  on  club  scales  in  London. — Hon.  Sec. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  chub  competition  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  July  7,  8,  and  9.  Conditions  : 
Any  public  water  ;  one  rod  only  ;  no  professional 
assistance  allowed  ;  weigh  in  at  Sun  Hotel  at  nine 
or  ten  o'clock  each  evening. — W.  H.  Rogers, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Pisc.\toeial  Society. 
Mr.  Robert  Bhmdell  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  and  announced  that  the  annual  summer 
dinner  will  take  place  at  Newbury,  as  usual,  on 
Saturday,  July  21.  The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the 
society  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
the  Monday  following,  namely,  July  23.  It  was 
reported  that  •  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  and  Mr.  S. 
Scott  had  each  killed  some  fine  trout  on  the  Uxbridga 
fishery.  Sport  there  at  the  week-end  was  very 
poor.  Nine  rods  were  out  on  one  day,  but  baskets 
were  nearly  empty,  nothing  worth  mentioning 
having  been  creeled.  Coarse  fishing  opened  on 
July  1.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had  excellent  sport  on 
the  Itchen,  getting  several  brace  of  trout  and  two 
and  a  half  brace  of  nice  grayling.  He  also  hooked 
and  lost  a  31b.  grayling,  much  to  his  disappointment. 
On  the  Ouse,  in  the  vicinity  of  Bedford,  Mr.  H.  D. 
Turing  took  three  chub  with  the  fly,  but  no  particu- 
lars of  sport  on  either  the  Lambovirne  or  Kennet 
came  to  hand. — Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscators. 

We  have  been  having  a  good  time  in  our  acquired 
waters.  Among  the  numerous  fish  weighed  in 
were  : — Trout,  3|lb.  ;  tench,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  roach, 
1  lb.  \2\oz.,  1  lb.  lloz.,  1  lb.  7oz.,  and  1  lb.  1-Joz.  ; 
perch,  1  lb.  IHoz.,  1  lb.  3oz.,  1  lb.  LVoz.  ;  and  eels, 
21b.  lOoz.,  21b.;^  and  1  lb.  15oz.— A.  Masser. 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

The  weather  in  Weymouth  of  late  has  been  rather 
unfavourable  for  fishing,  but  the  above  society,  with 
their  usual  energy,  put  to  sea  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon (June  27),  and,  in  spite  of  rain  and  fog, 
remained  out  the  full  time  and  weighed  in  at  their 
headquarters.  Marine  Hotel.  The  catches  proved 
very  favourable,  Mr.  Hayman's  crew  (boatman, 
Charles  Cook)  taking  first  prize  with  291b.  lOoz., 
Mr.  Butler's  crew  (boatman,  H.  Dare)  running 
second  with  a  catch  of  2oz.  less,  291b.  8oz.  ;  third, 
Mr.  Rowell's  crew  (private  boat),  171b.  6oz.  ;  fourth, 
Mr.  Wallis's  crew  (boatman,  F.  Carter),  161b.  9oz. 
Some  were  too  late  for  weighing  in. 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.'S  ANNUAL 
OUTING. 


The  annual  outing  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd..  Standard  Works.  Redditch, 
took  place  on  June  30,  when  nearly  400  fishing- 
tackle  makers  spent  a  happy  day  at  Torquay. 
The  weather  was  delightfully  fine  and  the  plea- 
sure of  the  trip  was  greatly  enhanced  on  account 
of  the  excellent  way  in  which  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  and  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  did  their  work,  for  on  neither 
the  outward  nor  homeward  journey  was  a  moment 
lost,  the  train  reaching  Torquay  and  Redditch  to 
scheduled  time,  covering  the  185  miles  in  five  and 
a  half  hours,  which  allowed  thirteen  hours'  stay  at 
the  seaside.  Special  sea  trips  and  pleasant  drives 
had  been  arranged,  and  these,  together  with  the 
attractiveness  of  the  place,  enabled  the  trippers,  to 
spend  a  very  enjoyable  day. — S. 
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INSECT 
Bim. 

Mosquitoes, 
GnatSi  Flies 
Midges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS 

DIRECTIONS.— Pout  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck 
hands,  and  ankles. 

THE   EFFECT  OF   ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


s. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BEOKENHAM,  KENT. 

SPECIAL  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Baet. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CiTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Seorbtart. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Bfenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fi.sheries"  Hotel 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westboume  Park,  W. 


Anglers  'wiBhing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  FlBhing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  *o., 

SHOULD  ADTBBTI8E  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreif:  9,  Market  mil,  Cambrldga. 


r 


L.  B.  &  S.  C.  RIy. 


ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHEAP  TRAINS. 


From 

Every 
Saturday. 

To 

Pulborough. 
Ambeiiey  aud 
Pittleworth. 

Every  Sunday. 

To  j  To 
Fittle-;  Pulborough 
worth.  andAmbeney. 

I'.M. 

P.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

■Victoria   .  . 

3  57 

7  22 

7  0 

8  20 

Clapham  Jno, 

4  4 

7  SO 

7  8 

8  28 

London  B'dge 

4  0 

7  18 

6  60 

8  30 

Feokham  Rye 

2  57 

7  1 

8  13 

New  Cross 

3  21 

6  22 

7  6 

8  16 

SUNDAY 

DAY 
TICKETS, 

2/6 

SATURDAY 
to  SUNDAY, 
or  SUNDAY 
to  MONDAY, 

4/- 

SATURDAY 

to 

MONDAY, 

5/- 

For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Kly. ,  Loudon  Bridge. 


PREVENTS 

the  Bites  of 

MOSQUITOES, 
GNATS,  MIDGES 

and  other  RIVERSIDE  PESTS. 

For  years  "  Muscatel "  has  been  con 
sidered  invaluable  by  Anglers  in  all  parts 
of  the  World. 

(See  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  June  30th,  p.  461.) 

Send  post  card  for  particulars,  or  1/2  for 
SAMPLE   POCKET  BOTTLE. 
Larger  bottles  at  1/9,  3/-,  5/-,  10/6  and  21/-. 

PREPARED  BY 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 

327,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 


Important  Notice  to  Angters. 


"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST    SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY 
SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


Five  reasons  WHY  It  should  be  used .— 


BECAUSE  it  is  the  most  killing  bait 
BECAUSE  it  adheres  to  the  hook 
BECAUSE  it  is  firm  and  soft. 
BECAUSE  it  is  regular  in  size. 
BECAUSE  It  is  perfect  in  condition  and 
colour,  and  ^vill  keep  any  length  of  time. 

Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 

Address:— ma.na.eer,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfpiars,  London.  S.E. 


ESTABLISHED  1375. 

KING'S 'NATURAL' BAIT 

OH 

KING'S  ROACH  PASTE 

The  most  successful  for  all  fish  taking. 
A  Paste  Bait.  Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 
White  or  pink.    3d.  &  6d.  per  packet. 

CEROLEXJM. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Fats 
Bees'  Wax,  &c.    The  best  DEESSING 

for  Lines  and  Leather  Goods  known. 
Cakes, 6d.  &  1  s.  each.  Postage  for  both  extra. 

Of  all  TACKLf:  DEALESS,  or  from 
the  Maker, 

WM.  KING,  Chemist, 
WOODUNDS.  ST.  JOHN'S,  IPSWICH. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH 
WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


QUICKEST  AND  :M0ST  fCOMFORTABLE 

ROUTE  between  LONDON  and 
BIHMINQHAM,  MANCHESTER,  LIVER. 
POOL,  IRELAND  AND  THE  NORTH. 


Birniinghaui,  iMauchester,  Liverpool,  and  Glas- 
gow can  be  reached  more  quickly  and  easily  from 
Euston  than  from  any  other  London  Termini 

SUMMER  TRAIN  SERVICE, 

July,  August,  and  September 

Numerous  and  important  additions  and 
mprovements  in  the  train  service  on  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  will  be 
made  for  the  summer  months,  including 
new  Corridor  Trains  with  Luncheon  and 
refreshment  cars,  as  well  as  Sleeping 
Saloon  Expresses  between  Euston,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow,  and  the  North,  in  both 
directions. 

Additional  Express  Trains,  with  corridor 
uncheon,  and  dining  cars,  will  also  be 
established  between  Liverpool,  Manchester 
^nd  Scotland. 

New  Express  Trains  for  tourists  and 
families  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Bir- 
mingham, Liverpool,  Manchester,  to  North 
and  Central  Wales,  the  Cambrian  Line, 
Blackpool,  Morecambe,  and  the  English 
Lake  District. 

The  train  service  between  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Halifax,  and  Bristol,  the  West  of  England  and 
South  Wales,  will  be  improved  and  augmented. 

BELFAST  AND  LONDON  via  FLEETWOOD 
Commencing  June  30th  a  new  Express  Train, 
calling  at  Preston,  Crewe,  andWillesden  Junction 
only,  will  leave  Fleetwood  at  8.5  a.m.  on  Sundays 
in  connection  with  the  steamer  leaving  Belfast 
at  11.40  p.m.  on  Saturday  nights.  The  arrival 
at  Euston  will  be  12.40  p.m. 

THE  ROYAL  MAIL  ROUTE  FROM  ENGLAND 
TO  CORK,  WATERFORD,  AND  KILLARNEY, 
IS  via  HOLYHEAD  AND  DUBLIN. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Fusion  Station,  General  Manager. 

London,  1906. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THB 
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N  E  WTON  STEWART, 

Oo.  TYRONE. 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

on  the  Mourne  and  Tributaries  (preserved 
waters).  —  For  terms  apply  to  Mrs. 
Marshall,  Abercorn  Hotel,  Newton- 
stewart,  Ireland. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

svii;  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  ii 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.- 
departments  are:  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBBKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FORBIQN  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  iS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,-  FIneh   Lane  Pornh'li  Loifdo^ 

ADDRESS  

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


WE5TLET 


AND  CO.    Ll  I 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HLS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Westley 
Richards' 

Highest  Grade 

7  ft. 

Sea  Rod. 

Agate  Revolving  Rings 
throughout. 

This  rod  is  designed  for 
lioat  work  and  for  casting 
heavy  leads  from  the  shore, 
pier,    or   rocks,    and  may 
moreover  be  used  as 
a  spinning  rod. 

Built  Cane,  £3. 
Greenheart,£2. 


The 


"Botteley" 
^i.    Sea  Rod. 

Westley  Richards, 


'  Sole  Makers. 

A  replica  of  the  rod  used 
l  y  Mr.  James  BoUeley,  the 
holder  of  the  Sarcelle 
<  "hallenge  Cup. 

37/6. 


Westley  Richards' 

Mahoe 
Sea  Rod. 

With  Cork  Handle, 

20/. 

Without  Cork  Handle, 

17/6. 


Westley  Richards'  New 
List  contains  full 
particulars  o  f 
other  high-class 
rods  and  Special- 
ities for  Sea  Fish- 
ing. 

.A  copy  will  be 
sent  free. 


'*  The  requirements  of  the 
Sea  Angler  are  well  look-ed 
after  by  the  Westley  Richards 
Co." 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :  — "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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Soilings  be  i^c  iSJag. 


For  me  the  soft  descent  of  chestnut  flowers  ; 

The  cushafs  cry  for  me  : 
The  lovely  laughter  of  the  wind-sway''d  wheat. 

The  easy  slope  of  yonder  pastoral  hill  : 
The  sedgy  brook  whereby  the  red  kine  meet 

And  wade  and  drink  their  fill. 

— Jean  Ingelow. 


"  Fishing  Gazette  "  Index  to  Vol.  LII. 
With  this,  the  first  number  of  Vol.  LIII.,  is 
presented  gratis  the  Index  to  Vol.  LII.  (Jan.  to 
June,  1906)  as  a 

Special  Supplement. 

An  opportunity  is  thus  afforded  for  new  sub- 
.scribers  to  send  postal  order  for  10s.  6d.  for  one 
year's  subscription,  post  free  in  the  United  King- 
dom. Half-year's  subscription,  5s.  4d.  Postal 
orders  or  stamps  to  be  made  payable  to  Fishing 
Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London.  E.C. 


In  ordering  pearl  barley  of  the  "  Eseo  "  Wheat 
Co.,  note  that  there  are  four  sizes — Nos.  1  to  4. 
No.  1  is  very  white  and  very  small,  but  when  pre- 
pared it  is  sufficiently  large  to  be  seen  by  hungry 
roach.  No.  4,  although  not  quite  so  white,  is  a 
splendid  bait,  and  worth  a  trial.  So  much  for  the 
pearl  barley. 

*  *  «  4: 

Now  for  "  special  "  rice.  The  "  Eseo  "  Company 
sent  me  a  sample  of  the  choicest  imprepared  rice  I 
have  ever  seen — large  and  very  white.  It  is  rather 
expensive,  but  not  dear,  as  a  pound  would  last  a 
season  for  hook  bait. 

*  «  *  4i 

If  you  want  to  make  a  pound  last  a  season  keep  it 
out  of  sight  of  the  "  lady  of  the  house."  In  the 
event  of  her  having  heard  -the  "  screed  "  on  the 
meaning  of  "  creed,"  she  may  tell  you  that  it 
occurred  to  her  to  try  some 

"  Curd  "  Rice. 
Put  a  breakfast-cupful  of  rice  in  a  stewpan  with 
one  and  a-half  pints  of  milk,  and  sugar  to  taste. 
Simmer  very  gently  for  half-an-hour,  or  till  tender. 
When  cold  add  half-a-pint  of  good  cream.  It  is 
then  ready  for  use. 

*  *  *  * 

I  have  tasted  this  curd,  by  the  whey,  and  hope  to 
let  the  fish  sample  it  very  shortly.  It  shall  be 
offered  to  them  very  sparingly,  and  I  will  not 
complain  if  they  are  off  the  feed. 


We  have  all  heard  of  the  American  dealer  in  pet 
goldfish.  "  These  fish,  when  the  keeper  holds  a 
small  wand  of  red  wood  an  inch  above  the  surface 
of  the  water,  leap  over  the  wand  in  graceful  dives. 
A  little  silver  bell  swings  above  the  tank,  and  a  silken 
cord  descends  into  the  water.  The  fish,  when  they 
are  hungry,  take  the  cord  in  their  mouths  and  ring 
the  bell.  They  will  feed  from  the  man's  hand,  and 
if  he  holds  morsels  of  food  just  out  of  the  water,  they 
will  leap  up  and  snatch  the  food  from  his  fingers.'' 
*  *  *  * 

These  fish  are,  no  doubt,  highly  trained,  but  not 
brought  up  respectably,  or  they  would  not  "  snatch  " 
at  their  food.  It  is  astonishing,  though,  how  tame 
they  become  with  care  and  study.  A  friend — 
needless  to  say  he  was  an  angler — told  me  that  one 
night  he  came  home  rather  late  (been  to  the  club, 
perhaps),  and  forgot  to  feed  his  pets.  Imagine  his 
surprise  when  one  "  pet,"  a  pounder,  sprang  from 
the  fioor  on  to  the  bed — just  as  a  reminder  that  it 
had  had  no  supper.  It  was  soon  carried  down  the 
three  flights  of  stairs  and  safely  returned  to  its 
watery  bed.  and,  possibly,  for  a  change,  treated  to 
some  "  curd  "  rice.  No  ;  the  fish  is  none  the  worse 
for  its  nocturnal  perambulation. 


The  July  issue  of  the  Pictorial  Comedy  is  as 
refreshing  as  ever,  and  is  a  pleasing  counterblast 
to  the  usual  order  of  the  monthly  magazine.  The 
artists,  among  whom  are  C.  D.  Gibson,  W.  B.  King, 
W.  Balfour-Ker,  F.  W.  Read,  W.  H.  Foster,  etc., 
have  done  their  work  in  a  most  business-hke  mamier. 
The  subjects  depicted  are  of  the  pithy  order,  and 
calculated  to  appeal  to  all  who  deUght  in  a  sense 
of  the  ridiculous.  Richard  Marsh  contributes  the 
opening  chapters  of  what  should  prove  to  be  an 
interesting  serial,  entitled,  "  The  Duke  and  the' 
Damsel "  ;  Margaret  Wood,  a  short  story,  "  Between 
Two  Fires  "  ;  Alice  and  Claude  Askew,  "  The  Widow 
and  the  Motor  "  ;  and  the  usual  monthly  instalment 
of  "  A  Batch  of  Love  Letters,"  "  At  the  Play,"  and 
"  Cosy  Corner  Chats  " — the  whole  forming  an  excel 
lent  sixpemiyworth.  The  magazine  is  published  by 
Messrs.  James  Henderson  and  Son,  at  Red  Lion 
House,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 


An  Unusual  Occubrence. 

We  are  told  that  there  is  no  accoimting  for  taste. 
This  applies  to  fish  in  a  very  marked  degree.  But 
is  an  eel  a  fish  ?  If  I  went  eel-fishing  (which  I  do 
once  a  year  on  the  Thames,  near  Hampton  Court, 
on  a  warm  night,  and  quite  content  with  a  dozen 
small-mouthed,  white-bellied  2-pounders),  I  should 
not  take  cheese  paste  or  curd  rice  as  bait.  Nor  should 
I  ransack  my  fly-book  for  a  suitable  fly,  wet  or  dry, 
for  the  capture  of  a  3Jlb.  "  wriggler."  Yet  there 
are  scores  of  instances  on  record  where  fish  make 
mistakes.    Here  is  one : — 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  P.  Pembridge,  of  Tewkesbury,  Glos.,  was 
fishing  with  a  Zulu  fly  at  the^weir,  using  a  9ft.  brook 
rod,  when  an  eel  gracefully  rose  to  the  surface  and 
took  the  fly.  The  eel  weighed  31b.  6oz.,  and  gave 
fine  sport  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  It  was  landed 
by  a  brother  angler— B.  Watton,  of  the  Anchor 
Hotel.  Moral. — If  you  want  to  bring  a  good  eel  to 
anchor,  you  might  do  a  good  deal  worse  than 
requisition  the  services  of  a  Zulu." 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  City  of  London  Pi.soa- 
torial  Society  would  be  glad  if  niembers  and  friends 
would  Idndly  notify  him  not  later  than  July  10 
of  tlieir  intention  of  being  present  at  Wraysbury 
on  Satiu-day,  July  14,  on  the  occasion  of  the  •'  Ladies' 
Competition." 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Herne  Bay  Angling 
Association  Mr.  F.  A.  Ridout,  of  Herne  Bay,  has 
published,  price  6d.,  a  very  compact  Register  or 
Sea  Angling  Record  Book,  which  will  be  very  useful 
to  sea  anglers  who  wish  to  keep  an  account  of  their 
captures  from  day  to  day  or  week  to  week.  It  is 
nicely  got  up  on  good  paper  (pocket  size),  and  gives 
date,  station,  whether  boat  or  pier,  the  bait  vised, 
the  fish  caught — whiting,  dabs,  plaice,  pouting, 
codling,  pollack,  eels,  dogfish,  bass,  mullet,  etc. — 
besides  columns  for  total  weight,  heaviest  fish,  state 
of  water  or  wind,  etc.  It  is  a  really  useful 
"  Register,"  and  no  doubt  will  find  a  ready  sale. 


Fishing  at  Hampton  Court,  on  Tuesday  night, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Peacock  landed  a  barbel  of  21b.  13oz. 
Although  not  a  very  heavy  fish  it  shows  that  the 
barbel  are  commencing  to  feed  in  the  Thames. 


A  MoDEBN  Knight. 
The  lance  and  shield  in  days  of  old 
Were  emblems  of  the  warrior  bold. 

Who  for  his  love  grim  death  would  feel  ; 
But  now  we  have  an  era  new 
When  landing-net  and  split-bamboo, 

With  fly-book,  line  and  reel. 
Will  better  please  a  maiden  coy. 
And  fill  her  gentle  soul  with  joy. 

And  often  bring  her  heart  to  creel. 

— J.  Charles  Davis. 


"  Chipped  Beef." 
Mr.  Fbazer,  British  Consul  at  Baltimore,  gives 
some  account  of  the  sturgeon  fishing  which  takes 
place  along  the  coast  from  the  Delaware  into  Vir- 
ginia, which  was  very  successful  last  year.  The 
fish  are  taken  in  nets  about  100  yards  in  length, 
anchored  at  each  end  and  spread  out  and  supported 
by  hollow  glass  balls.  The  nets  are  simk  deep 
enough  to  prevent  their  being  interfered  with  by 
passing  vessels.  The  business  is  somewhat  pre- 
carious, but  when  the  fishing  is  good  the  return  for 
the  labour  is  not  at  all  imremunerative,  a  roe 
sturgeon  bringing  about  90  dels.,  or  £18.  The  roe 
is,  as  a  rule,  shipped  to  Russia  and  brought  back  to 
this  country  as  Russian  caviare,  although  it  is  some- 
times prepared  in  the  United  States.  A  sturgeon 
weighs  from  2001b.  to  4001b.,  and  the  quantity  of 
roe  in  one  varies  from  501b.  to  1001b.  The  fish 
without  the  roe  sells  for  from  14  cents,  to  16  cents, 
per  lb.,  and  it  is  said  to  be  sold  in  the  market  as 
"  chipped  beef."  The  season  extends  from  the 
beginning  of  April  to  July,  and  it  is  not  unusual 
for  the  fishermen  to  earn  as  much  during  that  time 
as  will  support  them  imtil  the  season  opens  again. 


Whale  Threshebs  in  the  West  Bay. 
Mr.  Samuel  H.  Wallis,  of  Weymouth,  sends 
the  following  from  the  Weymouth  Telegram : — 
"  The  mackerel  catching  season  in  the  West  Bay 
is  now  at  its  height.  This  year  the  fishermen  have 
suffered  considerably  by  the  depredations  of  a  finny 
monster  known  as  the  whale  thresher.  Three  of 
these  pests  of  the  sea  were  recently  caught  by  the 
fishermen  on  Chesil  beach.  The  length  of  the 
largest  was  over  18ft." 


A  Worthing  angler  writes  :— "  To  those  anglers 
who  are  going  to  spend  their  holidays  near  the 
rivers  Arun  and  the  Adur,  it  is  impossible  to  fisli 
either  of  these  rivers  properly  on  the  run  up  of  tlie 
tide  either  between  Arundel  and  Amberley  in  tlie 
Arun,  or  between  Bramber  and  for  some  miles  up 
the  river  beyond  Steyning  in  the  Adur.  Owing  to 
the  masses  of  weeds  swept  along  by  the  tide  at  al  I 
depths  from  the  surface  to  the  bottom,  at  the 
sides  in  the  centre,  and  especially  swirled  round 
and  round  in  heavy  masses  in  the  eddies,  one 
cannot  pull  out  without  float,  shots,  tackle,  or 
bullet,  etc.  (if  ledgering)  being  covered  with  flannel 
and  other  weeds,  and  it  is  only  so  much  waste  of 
time  to  attempt  it  ;  but  on  the  ebb  tide  swims 
may  be  found  where  the  weeds  float  down  in  long 
strings  near  the  side  (from  the  old  river  to  the 
Black  Rabbit,  for  instance).  Then  the  angler's 
game  is  to  flnd  swims  to  suit  either  float  or  ledger 
tackle  on  the  other. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Speaking  of  the  Adur,  I  know  many  clever 
anglers  prefer  flshing  with  the  float.  Two  anglers 
(father  and  son)  were  fishing  in  this  river  the  other 
day  between  Bramber  and  Steyning,  with  very 
long,  singularly  wobbly  bamboo  rods  and  cork 
floats  large  enough  for  pike— in  fact,  at  first  1 
thought  they  were  trying  for  pike,  and  the  way 
they  got  out  their  terrific  buoys  reminded  me  very 
forcibly  of  a  man  thrashing  corn,  swish  and  swasli, 
swash  and  swish,  with  no  command  on  the  float  or 
tackle  whatever.  I  stuck  to  the  ledger,  cast  well 
out,  used  two  No.  8  round  bend  Carlisle  hooks,  red 
or  small  marsh  worms,  small  optional  check  reel, 
did  not  give  them  too  much  time.  Result,  they 
caught  five  to  my  twenty. 

*  *    •  *  * 

"  By  using  a  No.  8  round  bend  hook  instead  of  a 
No.  9  or  even  No.  10  crystal,  and  not  giving  them 
too  much  time,  I  caught  scarcely  any  what  I  call 
lobworms,  and  most  of  what  I  did  catch  wefe 
hooked  in  the  mouth,  which  saved  a  lot  of  time  and 
trouble.  From  what  they  said,  I  do  not  think 
either  the  old  gentleman  (seventy -nine)  or  his  son 
will  use  such  rods  and  tackle  again,  and  a  very 
good  job  too,  for  on  one  occasion,  when  the  son  was 
swishing  and  swashing,  I  had  a  narrow  squeak  of 
losing  my  right  ear.  The  flavour  of  these  Adur 
eels  is  simply  delicious." 


Teacheb  :  "  Tommy,  what  is  the  name  of  the 
largest  known  diamond  ?  "    Tommy;  "The  ace." 


Mb.  Fred  Rowe  writes  : — "  During  a  short  stay 
at  Glaisdale,  a  village  not  far  from  Whitby,  I 
obtained  some  excellent  sport  with  the  trout.  In  a 
few  days  I  took  fifty-two,  largest  2lb.  14oz.,  and 
returned  many  sm  11  ones.  I  may  add  that  the 
water  was  very  clear." 


"  QuiBBON,"  in  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette,  gives  a 
very  interesting  account  of  the  natural  history  of 
the  mackerel :  "  It  is  a  pelagic  migratory  fish,  like 
the  herring,  going  in  shoals  at  certain  periods,  and 
is  widely  distributed,  extending  from  the  north  of 
Norway  to  the  Canary  Isles,  throughout  the  Mediter- 
ra,nean,  and  in  the  Baltic  as  far  as  the  coasts  of 
Livonia  and  Courland  ;  it  occurs  around  our  own 
coasts  and  on  the  eastern  coast  of  America.  Its 
food  consists  of  much  the  same  organisms  as  the 
herring  lives  on — small  Crustacea,  but  it  also  eats 
small  fish,  as  young  sprats,  herrings,  etc.  It 
spawns  chiefly  in  J une  and  Jifly,  the  spawning  shoals 
not  coming  quite  to  the  coasts,  but  remaining 
usually  from  twelve  to  fifty  or  more  miles  off.  Each 
female  spawns  about  half  a  milHon  of  eggs,  which 
are  of  the  floating  kind,  about  one  twentieth  of  an 
inch  in  diameter,  they  hatch  in  a  week,  and  thus 
in  July  and  August  especially  coimtless  swarms  of 
young  mackerel,  each  about  one-fifth  of  an  inch  in 
length,  are  added  to  the  surface  waters  of  the  sea. 
*  *  *  * 

"  The  young  mackerel,  under  a  few  inches  in 
length,  are  never  seen  near  the  shore.  Their 
'  nurseries  '  are  in  the  deep  blue  sea,  away  from 
land,  but  at  the  surface,  for  the  mackerel  (except 
in  winter)  is  pre-eminently  a  surface  fish,  deUghting 
in  the  jabble  of  winds  and  waves— 

'  The  herring  loves  the  merry  moonlight. 
The  mackerel  loves  the  wind.' 
This  explains  its  peculiar  colouring  and  marking, 
which  make  it  difficult  to  distinguish  amidst  the 
gleam  and  glance  of  waves,  and  serves  to  protect  it 
from  aerial  foes  and  those  around  it.  For  a  similar 
reason  its  lower  surface  is  white  and  silvery;  it  is 
less  conspicuous  to  foes  below  looking  up  to'wards 
the  light." 

Use  no  hurtful  deceit;  think  innocently  and 
justly,  and,  if  you  speak,  speak  accordingly. 

Dbagnet. 
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C3rOI-nKrC3r 


Smartness 
Freedom  . 
Durability. 


SXJITS  Z 


By  wearing  our  real  nanis  Tweeds,  Homespuns,  &c.,  you  may  be 
sure  of  securing  the  three  es3entia\a—SMARTMESS.  FRPPOnM 
ana  OURABIUTY.   Keal  Scotch  WooL    No  ^teJ-.Ste  prof^^ 
you  save  25  per  cent.    We  sell  suit  lengths  from  15/9  ;  Ladies'  costume 
lengths  from  16/-. 

NOTE.— ^^^T.'S  SUITS,  &c,  made  up  when  required  in  first- 
class  Style  at  very  Moderate  Prices. 


OUR   IDEAL  UNDERWEAR 

In  Natural  Grey,  or  White,  Llama  Wool. 

lV^'^>^nZgtltr^pLL%0^^^^  1^0  better  safeguard  from     talcing  a  chill "  than 

oy  weanng  these  g"^WOOt  ga.ments  next  the  skin;  they  absorb  the  perspiration,  and 
uu  nui  Become  cold  and  clammy  like  cotton  fabrics. 
Write  to-day  for  Patterns  and  Prices— 

CURRIE,  MgDOUGALL  &  SCOTT, 

 LangJiaugh  Factorij,  Galashiels,  W.B. 

ARMSTRONG'S 


STEEL  BOATS 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  READY. 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 

ALSO  .JUST  PUBLISHED. 

"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED" 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
m  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Franxts 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4|d.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY, 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood 
Need  no  protection. 


Easy  to  row. 


THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK 

New  '  Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  H  0Z3.  and  upwards' 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year.  upwaras, 


OJVLI  ADDRESS: 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  details  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting:  Gun  (Dept.  P),  „s,  wiand  Street. 

N  E  WCASTLE-OIM-TYN  E, 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Managrer, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"Halcyon,  Leeds." 


or  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  mUT  TACKLE 

OUR  " MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE~FLY  ROD 

ting^'hro^oul^To™^^^^^^^  ^fA^f'Tn  "al^  f-»^«nest  selected  canes, 'bronzed 
>-/;  14  ft,,  32/..   These  Rods  are  n,ad!/s.'ntaM'e'fo"i;V,  Minnow"/;  Worn?: '  "^^ ' 


OR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDF  ' 

^^^''f^t'^^J^^r^^''^^^^  «ttin,s.  ten',™  "5^^. 

^enor  flttings;  2  tops,^  k'n/lflO  ft.^f I/.  ^^^^^  lt^^^Y  "razed 


OUR 
FLIES 


NADERS.   Trousers,  22/6  to  30/. 
law)  pair  Guaranteed. 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sca  Trout 
On  ISO,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
Killers. 


^^^^^r      I  Telegrams:  "REELS.  NEWARK." 

DAVID  SLATER. 

WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  and  EXPORT 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

ACME  WORKS, 

THE  LARGEST  mTnUFACTUR^^     REELS  AND 
TACKLE  FOR  BOTTOM  FISHING  IN  THE  WORLD. 

I  Slater's   -  PERFECtJS^T^^^  i.^^^om 
Ifishmg,  made  of  selected  E.I.  cane  and  greenheart,  fitted 
with  2  tops,  best  universal  wincli  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  l)est  quality  WOOD  CENTRE   REELS,  fitted 
with  optional  check,  aluminium  fiange,  and  hest  quality 
and  finish  throughout. 


o  xn. 


3^  in.       4  in.       4^  in.       5  in. 


stockings,  13/6  to  19/6. 


Each 


ROGUES,  '''t^X'^^^^^l^^  copper  washered  nails.  n.ost  com- 


10/-      11/-      12/-      13/-      14/-  each. 

THE  LEADING  AND  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 
OF  REELS  IN  THE  UNITED  KINGDOM. 


:NRY  A.  MURTON,  An.^^-^K-..  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


ILLVSTKATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FMEE, 
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ppovineial  ^^^^  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  heavy  rain  that  fell  late  on  June  27 
and  June  28  we  have  had  some  nice  bright  sunny 
weather.  The  change  has  improved  sport  all 
round,  and  the  takes  of  fish  have  been  good  ;  on  the 
Severn  the  roach  and  dace  are  biting  freely  at 
the  gentles,  and  the  worm  has  been  the  chief  perch 
bait.  On  some  parts  of  the  river  the  roach  are  taking 
the  stewed  wheat.  Some  good  catches  have  been 
made  with  the  last-mentioned  bait,  all  the  fish  being 
of  a  larger  size  than  those  taken  with  the  paste  or 
gentles.  Chub  fishing  on  the  Severn  has  been  good, 
some  grand  sport  and  heavy  baskets  in  the  lower 
waters  has  been  the  rule.  The  fields  on  the  banks 
of  the  Avon,  which  are  chiefly  grass,  have  been  cut, 
and  haymaking  is  now  at  its  height,  this  will 
enable  the  anglers  to  get  at  the  favourite  swims 
in  the  river  without  doing  any  damage  or 
giving  offence  to  the  farmers.  At  Evesham, 
Bidford  and  Binton  anglers  have]  had  nothing 
to  complain  about.  The  roach  are  taking  the 
wheat,  and  some  catches  have  been  had.  Sport  has 
been  fair  in  the  Wyre,  Pershore,  and  Deliord 
districts  during  the  week-days  when  the  mUla 
have  been  working,  but  on :  Sundays  the  sport 
ia  quiet,  and  the  takes  of  fish  in  the  contests 
on  this  day  has  been  very  small.  Bream  fishing 
has  been  good,  the  fish  are  taking  the  wheat,  morn- 
ing and  evening  being  the  best  time  with  the  fish. 
The  Trent  has  been  fished  by  our  club  members, 
who  have  no  complaints  to  make  of  their  sport. 
Alrowas,  Rugeley  and  Yoxall  have  been  well 
patronised.  At  the  latter  place  the  White 
Swan  Piscatorials  have  taken  a  nice  stretch 
of  the  river,  and  the  memberi  speak  highly  of 
the  sport  they  have  had  so  far.  Bags  up  to  101b. 
and  121b.  per  day  have  been  taken.  The  River 
Alne,  at  Aston  Cantlow  and  Bearley,  has  been 
fished  ;  bream,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  taken, 
and  a  brace  of  nica  trout  have  been  taken  by 
a  member  fishing  for  coarse  fish. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Bream  fishermen  have  again  experienced  remark- 
ably good  sport  on  the  Witham,  and  those  who 
have  made  the  Tattershall  district  their  rendezvous 
liave  probably  obtained  the  best  fish.  The  first 
turn  of  the  river  below  the  bridge  has  yielded 
wonderfully  well,  and  some  anglers  have  killed  fish 
weighing  up  to  5ilb.  Bream  fishing  has  been 
mostly  in  vogue  in  the  other  Fenland  watercourses 
and  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district  have  nearly 
all  yielded  gatisfactoiily.  Roacli  are  yet  too  bac'k- 
ward  to  take  well,  but  perch  have  offered  capital 
sport  to  the  worm.  With  regard  to  bream  it  must 
be  observed  that  success  depends,  to  a  great  extent, 
upon  locating  the  fish  as  their  presence  is  only 
manifested  at  certain  parts  of  the  river.  In  fact, 
long  stretches  of  the  water  may  be  fished  at  times 
without  coming  upon  a  shoal  of  bream,  and 
especially  just  now  when  the  work  of  weed  cutting 
is  going  on  The  second  annual  match  promoted 
by  Mr.  C.  Harrison,  of  the  Sportsman's  Cottage, 
Sheffield,  took  place  at  Boston  on  Monday.  Three 
Boston  anglers  captured  the  best  prizes.  There 
were  ninety-seven  entries,  including  many  from 
Sheffield,  and  Mr.  Harrison  gave  five  guineas  and 
three  medals  to  a  shilling  entrance  fee. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  is  in  very  nice  trim  since  the 
rain  for  all  round  angling  ;  dace  are  busy  near  the 
locks,  where  some  nice  fish  up  to  |lb.  each  have 
been  taken  with  gentles,  a  few  good  trout 
have  also  been  taken  by  swimming  the  worm, 
one  scaling  a  little  over  1  lb.  was  taken  at 
Frodingham  Beck-end,  and  at  Snakeholme,  last 
week-end,  Mr.  J.  Moody,  of  the  Portland  Angling 
Association,  caught  one  of  l|lb.  Anglers  visiting 
the  Market  Weighton  canal  are  having  some  good 
catches  of  bream,  both  at  Newport  and  Broomfleet. 
The  Land  o'  Nod  and  Sodhouse  Lock  would  pay 
for  a  visit  this  week-end,  for  the  canal  in  this 
district  is  alive  with  roach  and  perch.  The  River 
Hull  at  Dunswell,  and  up  to  Grovehill,  is  in 
very  fair  condition  this  week,  the  recent  rains 
having  improved  matters  wonderfully.  Some  nice 
bream  and  roach  have  been  taken  with  maggots  at 
Wawne  and  Beverley  Beekend,  and  one  Beverley 
angler  is  credited  with  catching  a  fine  trout  in 
this  district,  but  the  best  fish  of  the  season 
so  far  reported  was  a  grand  trout  of  31b.  8oz. 
caught  by  a  Driffield  angler  in  the  canal  at 
Snakeholme  Lock.  Some  nice  catches  of  roach 
and  bream  have  been  made  by  Hull  anglers 
on  the  River  Ancholme  during  the  past  week, 
especially  at  Ferriby  Sluice  and  Horkstow. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Some  good  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  Kent 
since  I  wrote  last,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Thomas 
Bone  with  two  of  19oz.  and  21oz.  respectively  ;  Mr. 
Robert  Anson  one  of  18oz. ;  while  Mr.  Sill  had  three 
from  Burneside  dam  on  the  same  stream,  which 
weighed  together  42oz.  Nearly  every  night  some 
angler  or  another  is  getting  a  pounder  and  up- 
wards. Going  back  a  bit,  two  good  lots  of  trout 
were  taken  in  Hutton  beck,  in  the  little  fresh, 
mentioned  in  last  week's  notes ;  Mr.  Atkinson, 
of  Brunrigg,  creeling  a  pannier  full,  while  Mr. 
Phillip  Bateman,  Kendal,  had  a  nice  sample 
consisting  of  thirty-two  fish.  The  best  basket  on  the 
Kent  that  I  heard  of  was  one  of  a  dozen,  while  the 
best  sample  weighed  4Jlb.,  and  was  made  up  of 
seven  trout.  Since  then  angling  has  been  restricted  to 
evening  and  night  fishing,  the  streams  being  on  the 
high  side  for  the  latter  sport  to  be  really  good.  Hot 
and  seemingly  settled  weather  is,  however,  now 
with  us,  and  with  it  one  may  expect  a  fall  in  the 
streams,  when  night  fishing  should  be  at  its  best. 
The  late  flood  brought  up  a  few  good  salmon,  and 
seven  of  them  were  seen  to  go  over  one  of  the 
lower  falls  on  the  Kent,  the  largest  of  them  being 
estimated  at  some  251b. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Two  events  are  looming  in  the  near  future,  the 
C.P.A.A.  annual  and  the  N.A.A.  annual,  both  of 
exceptional  interest  to  county  anglers,  and  still  a 
further  event  of  great  local  interest,  their  annual 
for  cup,  etc.,  atBoothstown.  Worsley  was  the  ren- 
dezvous of  hundreds  of  anglers  on  June  30,  when 
the  West  Salford  Association  secured  a  big  entry 
for  their  match.  The  BoUin  is  only  worth  fishing 
in  the  evening.  From  the  Lunea  fine  pike  of  201b. 
has  been  taken.  From  the  Ribble  and  Wyre 
reports  are  very  uninteresting. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

As  was  feared  the  important  meeting  of  anglers 
in  this  city  last  Saturday  suffered  by  the  great 
numbar  of  contests  on  that  date.  A  lot  of  useful 
business  was  transacted  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
routine.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  testimonial 
match  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  R.  Pendlebury  is  pro- 
gressing satisfactorily;  in  fact,  it  would  be  surprising 
if  the  Moss  Side  anglers  did  not  make  it  so.  Last 
week  end  a  lot  of  our  city  clubs  opened  their  match 
programmes,  but  the  results  are  disappointing.  Re- 
ports of  these  events  speak  of  roach  as  backward, 
and  in  fact  most  coarse  fish. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  are  weekly  growing  more  numerous  on 
the  Trent,  which  underwent  a  slight  change  on 
Saturday  through  heavy  rains  of  two  days 
previously.  The  change  brought  down  huge 
quantities  of  weed  and  other  rubbish.  Members 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society  have  been  getting 
some  choice  eels  and  other  fi4h  on  their  well-sLocked 
waters  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow.  So  far  the 
barbel  have  shown  little  disposition  to  fee  J.  Fijh 
have,  however,  been  caught  below  Beeston  weirs, 
and  on  the  fringe  of  the  once  celebrated  "Coal 
hole"  adjoining  Clifton  Grove.  They  fell  to  the 
caddis  grub,  used  on  ledgering  tackle.  Sundry 
specimens  are  reported  to  have  been  killed 
with  the  worm  at  Col  wick  weir  head,  and  in 
the  streams  at  the  foot  of  the  falls.  Chub  and 
daca  have  again  shown  fairly  good  sport  to 
gentles,  employed  on  light  travelling  tackle  in  the 
swift  currents,  and  some  of  the  former  have  suc- 
cumbed to  bread-paste,  and  also  the  fly.  -  A  pike  of 
261b.  odd  has  been  taken  out  of  the  Trent  Pool  with 
the  live-bait,  the  angler  experiencing  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  landing  the  fish  through  the  weeds.  I 
am  more  than  pleased  to  note  that  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor has  added  to  the  roll  of  magistrates  for  Derby- 
shire the  names  of  such  highly  respected  and  expert 
anglers  as  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  Long  Eaton,  and 
Mr.  H.  Gordon  Ley,  of  Burton-on-Trent.  Mr.  Lay 
is  the  son  of  Sir  Francis  Lay,  Bart.,  of  Efferstone 
Manor,  Notts,  whose  exploits  this  past  season 
amongst  salmon  are  well  known  to  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  forty  hours'  heavy  rain  we  had  on  June  27 
and  28  affected  the  rivers  and  brooks  very  much. 
The  Teme  had  several  inches  of  water  on  and 
was  VQry  much  coloured,  putting  successful  angling 
out  of  the  question.  The  Severn  did  not  show  much 
colour,  and  was  much  patronised  by  roach  fishermen 
and  those  who  fished  for  eels,  and  some  capital 
sport  was  had,  and  some  large  specimens  of  the 
latter  were  caught.  The  roach  are  improving,  but 
are  not  in  condition  yet.  Trout-fishing  has  been 
but  little  followed  this  week  on  account  of 
the  condition.    Messrs.  Smith,  Thrift,  and  others 


of  the  City  Club  each  caught  a  few  good  fish,  pnd 
Mr.  A.  Thomas  caught  three  brace  in  a  brook.  Two 
clubs  have  had  to  postpone  their  competitions, 
and  the  City  Club  their  special  outing  to  Crooine 
Park,  the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry.  The 
Arboretum  Club  fished  their  first  contest  in  the 
Severn,  near  the  Ketch,  and  had  very  fair  sport. 
Mr.  E.  Hobday  won  the  Ist  prize,  W.  Tillbrook,  2Qd, 
Mr.  T.  Hooper,  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Yates,  4th.  The  water 
is  getting  into  nice  condition,  and  many  have 
arranged  to  visit  several  trout  streams,  and  several 
club  competitions  take  place  at  the  week-end,  and 
some  good  sport  is  expected. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  for  coarse  fish  continues  to  engage  general 
attention  among  Waltonians,  pike  fishers  in  par- 
ticular are  having  a  good  time  in  the  more  favoured 
waters.  A  big  catch  has  fallen  to  Messrs.  Jabez 
and  Henry  Holmes,  of  Norton,  Malton,  they  having 
while  fishing  in  the  Derwent  landed  nine  pike  weigh- 
ing in  all  three  stone,  with  a  number  of  dace  and 
eels  in  the  bargain.  Tho  Darwent  A.  C.  had  their 
first  fishing  match  of  tho  season  in  that  river  at 
Malton  on  June  28.  Heavy  rain  prevented  many 
anglers  turning  out,  and  also  rendered  curtail- 
ment of  sport  , necessary.  1  lb.  Bfoz.  repre- 
sented the  biggest  catch,  which  was  made 
by  Mr.  J.  Massey,  and  only  ten  others  com- 
peted. Local  anglers  have  caught  several  nice 
pike  lately  in  the  Wiske,  Northallerton.  Sport  in 
the  Swale,  which  has  been  poor,  has  improved 
somewhat.  June  30  witnessed  several  first  matches. 
There  was  a  good  turn  out  of  members  of  the 
Yorkshire  Herald  A.  C.  at  West  Cottingwith.  The 
weather  was  fine,  but  the  water  was  too  low  for 
more  than  ordinary  sport,  and  only  small  catches 
resulted.  Mr.  E.  Simpson  secured  the  first  prize  for 
1  lb.  15Joz.,  and  but  four  others  managed  over  1  lb. 
The  best  samples  fell  to  Messrs.  W.  C.  Wardle  and 
A.  Fenton.  Other  winners  were  Messrs.  E.  Foote, 
R.  Mennell,  M.  Watson,  W.  Stembridge,  J.  Procter, 
H.  Simpson,  J.  Robson,  J.  Wyrill,  A.  Wyrill,  and 
W.  J.  Davidson.  The  Working  Men's  Club 
matches  had  a  fair  start  on  Saturday,  June  30. 
South  Bank  opened  at  Newton-on-Ouse,  when 
J.  Nicholson  headed  twenty-two  winners. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  low  condition  of  the  rivers  was  relieved  this 
week  by  a  rainfall  which  benefited  them  very  much. 
More  rain,  however,  is  needed  to  improve  sport. 


^ofcs  from  iffc  ^orf^. 


The  tail-end  of  the  London  deluge  has  been 
experienced  all  over  the  North,  and  been  a  godsend 
to  angling  interests  all  round.  Sport  was  seldom  so 
bright  at  the  first  of  July. 

Of  the  late  heavy  run  of  grilse  into  the  Dee  a 
vast  number  of  them  did  not  scale  over  1  lb.,  while 
others  were  21b.,  31b.,  and  even  51b.  in  weight. 

Some  very  heavy  fish  were  got  by  trout  anglers  on 
the  Don  last  week,  particularly  on  Friday  arid 
Saturday.  Hitherto  they  have  been  stiff  to  rise  in 
anything  like  numbers,  but  on  Friday  at  midday  a 
change  took  place. 

Mr  Glegg  Ardoe  House,  Deeside,  creeled  a  beau- 
tiful yellow 'trout,  31b.,  on  the  Gathdee  water  on 
June  27  to  the  fly. 

The  Red  and  Teal,  or,  as  it  is  called  up  Craigel- 
lachie  (Speyside)  way,  the  Spey  Cock  "  is  doing 
wonders  both  on  the  Dee  and  the  Don  and  elsewhere. 
It  is  also  a  good  loch  fly,  and  nothing  better  can  be 
tried  on  the  Shetland  waters. 

On  June  29  Lochnagar  was  covered  to  the  foot 
with  snow.  It  disappeared  as  the  day  wore  on,  but 
up  till  noon  on  Monday  (July  2)  the  weather  was 
more  January-like  than  June.  However,  a  change 
for  the  better  has  at  last  set  in. 


Mr  Neumann,  London,  has  this  year  taken 
Glenmuick  shootings  and  fishings  from  Sir  Allan 
Mackenzie.  He  will,  as  when  at  Invercauld,  enter- 
tain the  King  and  his  guests  whan  at  Balmoral. 

There  is  practically  little  or  nothing  of  grouse  on 
Balmoral,  but  Glenmuick  affords  plenty  of  scope  ; 
and  the  Balmoral  party  usually  spend  two  or  three 
days  going  over  the  ground.     Special  Scotch. 


The  albatross  has  been  knowm  to  follow  a  ahij: 
for  two  months  without  ever  being  seen  to  alight. 
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THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  SEA 
ANGLERS. 
List  of  MiHuvitrM  Sizes  op  Matube  Fish  (Boat 
Fishing  Only). 
At  a  meetirg  of  the  Council,  held  in  London,  on 
June  20,  1906,  it  was  resolved  that  the  following 
sizes  be  adopted  for  competitions  under  clauses  (A), 
(B),  and  (C),  under  the  rule  of  the  Council  relating 
to  competitions.  But  in  cases  in  which  existing 
arrangements  for  such  competitions  have  already 
been  made,  such  scale  shall  not  come  into  force 
for  competitions  under  Clause  (A)  until  March  1, 
1907,  but  it  shall  apply  to  all  future  competitions 
under  Clauses  (B)  and  (C).  Provided  that  the 
Standing  Committee  shall  have  power  to  vary  such 
scales  for  competitions  held  from  piers  or  shore 
.  only  : — Bass,  lOin.  (weight  left  optional),  8oz.  ; 
m'ackerel,  lOin.,  8oz.  ;  mullet,  lOin.,  8oz.  ;  scad, 
lOin..  8oz.  ;  dab.  Gin.,  6oz.  ;  plaice,  12in,.  1  lb.  ; 
pollack,  15in.,  21b.  ;  coalfish,  15in.,  21b.  ;  cod,  I8in., 
2 Jib.  ;  dogfish,  18in.,  21b.  ;  flounder,  7in.,  8oz.  ; 
conger,  24in.,  21b.  ;  gurnard,  9in.,  8oz.  ;  bream, 
9in.,  8oz.  ;  pouting,  9in,.  8oz.  ;  wrasse,  9in.,  8oz.  ; 
sole,  9in.,  6oz.  ;  weever,  9in.,  6oz.  ;  whiting,  9in., 
6oz.  ;  skate  and  ray,  1  lb.  ;  turbot  and  brill,  16in., 
21b.  ;  eel  (silver),  12in.,  6oz. 

The  Ramsgate  and  District  and  Eastbourne 
associations  have  been  affiliated. 

In  future  the  Council  will  offer  two  bronze  medals 
for  all  competitions  held  under  Clause  (C),  one  for 
the  heaviest  fish  taken  from  boats  and  one  ditto 
from  piers,  etc. 

"  Clause  (C). — Competitions  organised  by  local 
festival  committees  or  by'local  associations  not  being 
constitutent  of  the  Council,  subject  to  the  under- 
takings given  by  the  promoters  to  observe  the  rules 
as  to  prizes,  sizes  of  fish  and  tackle  to  be  used, 
and  to  the  payment  to  the  Council  of  a  fee  of  one 
guinea  for  each  such  competition." 

Licenses  were  granted  to  the  Southend,  Ramsgate, 
and  Hastings  Festivals. 

Final  List  op  Fixtures. 

Southend,  Aug.  18,  19,  20  ;  Weymouth,  Aug.  22, 
2.3.  24  ;  Hastings,  Sept.  8,  9,  10  ;  Ramsgate,  Oct.  4, 
.5,  6  :  Folkestone,  Oct.  20,  21,  22,  piers  ;  Folkestone, 
Oct.  27,  28,  29,  boats  ;  Heme  Bay,  Nov.  3,  4,  5  ; 
B.S.A.S.  at  Deal,  Nov.  17,  18,  piers  ;  Nov.  24,  25, 
and  26,  boats.  ,j 


HOLIDAY  NOTES. 


EASTBOURNE  SEA  ANGLING 
FESTIVAL. 

The  above  festival  took  place  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday,  June  23,  24,  and  25.  There 
were  eighty-three  entries,  which,  taking  into  con- 
sideration that  it  was  deep-sea  fishing,  was  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory  by  the  association. 
Twent  -eight  went  fishing  on  Sunday  in  seven 
boats  :  thirty-two  on  Sunday,  in  eight ;  twenty- 
eight  on  Monday  in  seven. 

The  weather  on  Saturday  was  so  calm  that  the 
boats  had  to  be  tied  together  and  towed  out  by 
Mark  Hookham's  motor  boat.  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day was  extremely  rough,  blowing  at  times  half  a 
gale,  and  everybody  got  thoroughly  drenched  each 
day.  The  favourite  fishing  places  were  the  Bushes 
and  Horse  Banks. 

There  were  not  enough  entries  for  the  special 
ladies'  prize  offered  by  Dr.  A.  A.  Martin.  Mrs. 
Stratford,  however,  fished  all  through  the  thi-ee 
days,  despite  the  very  rough  weather  during  the 
last  two  days.  Mrs.  Stratford  had  the  honour  of 
winning  the  second  prize  for  the  heaviest  one  day's 
catch  of  rock  whiting. 

Mr.  G.  Pragnell  won  the  Mayor's  and  the  East- 
bourne Chronicle  Cups  for  the  second  time.  Results 
were  as  follows  ;— Class  I.— G.  Pragnell  (E.S.A.A  ), 
231b.  ;   J.  G.  Palmer   (St.  Leonards  S.A.),  221b.  • 
J.  H.  Boyton  (B.S.A.S.),  171b.  13oz.   m  Class  IL— 
A.  P.  Hillhouse  (E.  Pier  A. A.),  71b.  14oz.  ;  Mrs. 
Stratford  (unattached),  71b.   13oz.  ;    J.  A  Piper 
(E.S.A.A.),  71b.  lloz.      lass  III.— J.  H.  Boyton 
(B.S.A.S.),  81b.  ;  R.  F.  Ferguson  (H.  and  St.  L.A.A.), 
61b.  6Joz.  ;   E.  H.  Coussens  (E.S.A.A.),  41b.  9oz 
Class  IV.— June  23,  Dr.  R.  W.  Bateman  (E.S.A.A.) 
conger,  41b.  2oz.  ;  June  24,  J.  H.  Boyton  (B.S.A.A.) 
conger,    151b.    IS^oz.  ;     June    25,    G.  Pragnell 
(E.S.A.A.),  conger,  91b.  9oz.    Class  V.— Dr.  R.  W 
Bateman    (E.S.A.A.),    21  lb.  ;    E.    H.  Coussens 
(E.S.A.A.),  191b.  ;   A.  P.  Hilhnan  (E.  Pier  A. A.), 
181b.    Ladies'  Special  Prize,  not  sufficient  entries! 
Mayor's   Special   Prize,    G.    Pragnell  (E.S.A.A.), 
,391b.  4oz.    Bruford  Cup,  G.  Pragnell  (E.S.A.A.)! 
231b.    Eastbourne    Chronicle    Cup,    G.  Pragneli 
(E.S.A.A.),    61b.    Burdett   Cup,   J.    H.  Bovton 
(B.S.A.S.),  151b.  13ioz.  ^ 

Dr.  Bateman  presented  the  prizes  on  Monday 
evening  at  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hotel,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Eastbourne  Sea  Angling  Association. 

The  local  association  do  not  consider  the  results 
of  the  fishing  at  all  good,  the  weights  being  much 
below  the  usual  standard,  the  weather  being  either 
too  calm  or  too  rough  for  record  catches. 


The  London  and  North-Westem  and  Caledonian 
Railways  have  put  into  operation  a  greatly  addi- 
tional and  improved  train  service  between  England 
and  Scotland  for  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September.    New  down  express  trains  are  running 
as  follows  : — 9.55  a.m.,  luncheon  and  tea  oar  express, 
London  (Euston)  to  Edinburgh  (Princes-street),  will 
run  from  July  23  to  August  18  inclusive,  arriving 
Edinburgh  (Princes-street)  at  6.10  p.m.    10.0  a.m. 
kmcheon  and  tea  car  express  from  London  (Euston) 
will  convey  passengers  for  Carlisle,  Stranraer  (for 
Belfast),   Glasgow   (Central),  Greenock,  Gourock, 
Rothesay,  Wemyss  Bay,  Dumbarton,  Balloch,  and 
other  watering  places  on    the  Firth   of  Clyde. 
10.5  a.m.  luncheon  and  dining  car  express,  London 
(Euston)    to  Perth  and  Aberdeen,   for  Stirling, 
Callander,  Crieff,  Perth,  Dmidee,  Blair  Atholl,  and 
Aberdeen.    A  connecting;  train  will  leave  Birming- 
ham (New-street)  for  Stafford  at  11.40  a.m.,  and 
trains  will  leave  Manchester  (Exchange)  at  1.10  p.m. 
and  Liverpool  (Lime-street)  at  1.25  p.m.  for  Wigan, 
connecting  there  with  the  10.5  a.m.  train  from 
Euston.    9.0  a.m.  express  from  Bristol  and  8.43  a.m. 
from  Cardiff,  for  Edinburgh  (Princes-street)  and 
Glasgow  (Central),  arriving  at  6.10  and  6.15  p.m. 
respectively.    Luncheon  and  tea  cars  from  Crewe 
11.30  a.m.  luncheon  and  tea  car  express.  London 
(Euston)  to  Edinburgh  (Princes-street)  and  Glasgow 
(Central),  will  arrive  Edinburgh  (Princes-street)  at 
7.55  p.m.,  Glasgow  (Central)  at  7.55  p.m.,  Greenock 
9.18  p.m.,  and  Gourock  9.33  p.m.    Express  trains 
in  connection    at    Preston  will  leave  Liverpool 
(Exchange)  at  2.55  p.m.  and  Manchester  (Victoria) 
at  2.35  p.m.    7.45  p.m.  Highland  sleeping  saloon 
express  from  London  (Euston)  (Saturday  and  Simday 
nights  excepted,  but  will  run  specially  on  Saturday, 
August  11),  with  sleeping  saloons  for  Perth  and  the 
Highland  Line,  arriving  Perth  at  4.40  a.m.,  and 
Inverness  at  9.8  am.    From  July  17  to  August  11 
the  arrival  at  Inverness  will  be  8.35  a.m.    8.0  p.m. 
Scotch  express  from  London  (Euston)  will  run  eacli 
night,  including  Sunday,  but  excepting  Saturday 
night,    and  will  convey  passengers  for  Stirling, 
Callander,  Oban,  Ballachulish,  Fort  William,  Crieff', 
Comrie,  St.  Fillans,  Perth,  Dundee,  Forfar,  Arbroath! 
Brechin,  Montrose,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Great  North 
of  Scotland  Line,  and  will  be  due  to  arrive  at  Perth 
5.20  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  7.15  a.m.    This  train  will 
not  convey  passengers  from  Euston  for  the  Highland 
Line  except  on  Sunday  nights.    Sleeping  cars  are 
attached  for  Oban,  Perth,  and  Aberdeen.    8.10  p.m. 
sleeping  saloon,  London  (Euston)  to  Stranraer  (for 
Belfast),  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  excepted — on 
Sunday  nights  passengers  for  Stram-aer  will  leave 
London  (Euston)  at  8.0  p.m.    9.0  p.m.  sleeping 
saloon,  London  (Euston)  to  Glasgow,  vid  Birming- 
ham, Mill  arrive  Glasgow  (Central)  at  6.15  a.m., 
Greenock  7.59  a.m.,  and  Gourock  8. 17  a.m.  11.35 
p.m.  sleeping  saloon  express,  London  (Euston)  to 
Edinburgh  (Princes-street).  For  Edinburgh  (Princes- 
street),  Oban,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  and  the  Highland 
Line,  arriving  Edinburgh  (Princes-street)  at  7. 35  a.m. , 
Perth  8.50  a.m.,  Dundee  9.45  a.m.,  Aberdeen  11.25 
a.m..  Inverness  1.50  p.m.,  and  Oban  2.22  p.m. 
11.50  p.m.  sleeping  saloon  express  from  London 
(Euston)  to  Glasgow.    This  train  will  be  due  to 
arrive  at  Glasgow  (Central)  at  7.50  a.m.,  and  will 
enable  passengers  to  join  the  train  leaving  that 
station  for  Gourock  and  Wemyss  Bay  in  connection 
with  the  Clyde  tourist  steamers.  Duchess  of  Argyll, 
Columba,  lona.  Lord  of  the  Isles,  Duchess  of  Mont- 
rose, Duchess  of  Hamilton,  Duchess  of  Rothesay, 
Davaar,  King  Edward,  Queen  Alexandra  ;  also  the 
trains  leaving  Glasgow  (Central  Low  Level)  for  Dum- 
barton, Balloch,  Loch  Lomond,  and  the  Trossachs. 
New  up  express  trains  will  run  as  follows: — 12.0 
noon,  Glasgow  (Central),  and  12.0  noon,  Edinburgh 
(Princes-street)  to  London  (Euston),  luncheon  and 
dining  car  express,  will  arrive  London  (Euston)  at 
8.30  p.m.  _  Express  trains  in  connection  with  the 
Scotch  train  will  leave  Wigan  for  Manchester  (Ex- 
change) and  Liverpool  (Lime-street)  at  4.45  p.m., 
arriving  at  5.15  p.m.  and  5.25  p.m.  respectively. 
5.30.  p.m.  sleeping  saloon  express  from  Inverness 
will  be  due  to  arrive  at  Perth  9.25  p.m.,  and  there 
connect  with  a  new  sleeping  saloon  express,  leaving 
Perth  at  9.50  p.m.  for  Liverpool  (Lime-street),  Man- 
chester (Exchange),  and  London  (Euston).  Improved 
services  will  also  be  given  between  Birmingham 
(New-street),  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  and  Scot- 
land. 


minutes.  These  accelerations  are  very  noteworthy, 
and  must  tend  to  a  great  increase  of  pa-ssengers 
fro ni  London,  etc.,  to  the  truly  beautiful  districts 
of  Dorsetshire,  north  and  south  Devon,  and 
Cornwall. 


The  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company 
announce  fast  excursions  from  London,  Waterloo 
Station,  and  other  suburban  stations,  every  week 
during  the  summer  holidays  to  the  Runny  South 
Devon,  Cornwall,   Somerset,  etc.     Sundays,  day 
trips,  at  9.30  a.m.  to  Bournemouth,  Christchurch, 
Brockenhurst,  Lyndhurst-road,  Southampton  West 
etc.  ;  at  8.20  a.m.  to  Isle  of  Wight,  Petersfield' 
Portsmouth   (for    Southsea),    Midhurst,  etc.:  at 
8.50  a.m.  to  Aldershot,  Farnham.  etc.  Mondays, 
day  trips,  at  6.20  a.m.  to  Isle  of  Wight,  Portsmouth 
(for  Southsea),   Midhurst,   etc.  ;  at  7. 15  a.m.  to 
Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Brockenlmrst,  South- 
ampton, Winchester,   Isle    of  Wight,  Aldershot, 
Farnham,    etc.  ;    also    to    Weymouth,  Portland! 
Dorchester,   Wimbome,   Swanage,   etc.,   for  1  to' 
15    days;    at    10.30    a.m.    to    Isle    of  Wight, 
Winchester,  Southampton,  etc.,  for  8  or  15  days. 
Tuesdays,  at  10.30  a.m.  to  Bournemouth,  Christ-' 
church,   Brockenhurst,   Lyndhurst  -  road,  South- 
ampton, etc.,  for  3  to  15  days;  at  9.45  p.m.  to 
Cherbourg,  for  14  days  or  less.    Wednesdays,  day 
and  half-day  trips  to  Haslemere  (for  Hindhead) 
Witley,  Guildford,  etc.    Thursdays,  at  8.30  a.m.  to 
Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Brockenhurst,  etc.,  for 
1  or  to  15  days  ;  at  9.45  p.m.  to  Havre,  for  14  days 
or  less.     Thursdays  at    11.35  a.m.  and  Fridays 
at  12.10  midnight  to  Devon  and  Cornwall  stations, 
including  Ilfracombe,  Exeter,  Tavistock,  Plymouth! 
Bude,  Wadebridge,  Padstow,  Exmouth,  Barnstaple, 
etc.,  for  3  to  18  days.     Fridays,  at  8.25  a.m.  to 
Sidmouth,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis, 
Chard,  Yeovil,  Bath,   Burnham,   Wells,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Salisbury,  Swindon,  Cheltenham,  Gloucester, 
etc.  ;  and  at  10.30  a.m.  to  Weymouth,  Portland, 
Dorchester,  Swanage,  etc.,  for  4  to  18  days.  Fridays 
and  Saturdays  to  Caen,  Trouville,  Etretat,  etc.  On 
Saturdays  to  St.  Malo  and  Channel  Islands.  Every 
week-day  to  Rouen,  for  14  days  or  less.    For  full 
particulars  of  above  week-end  bookings,  etc.,  also 
excursions  to  riverside  and  suburban  stations,  see 
programmes,  obtainable,  together  with  free  copy 
of  Illustrated  Guide  and  List  of  Hotels,  Apartments, 
Lodgings,  etc.,  at  the  Company's  London  Offices,  or 
from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,   Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


Improved  facilities  are  being  given  by  the  Mid- 
land Railway  Company  for  travel  to  Scotland 
during  the  ensuing  summer.  Hitherto  the  English 
companies  running  north  have  run  fortnightly  ex- 
cursions to  Scotland  in  the  summer  season,  but  the 
Midland  have  inaugurated  a  system  of  weekly  ex- 
cursions, leaving  St.  Pancras  every  Friday  evening, 
by  which  passengers  will  be  brought  into  Glasgow 
and  Edinburgh  early  on  Saturday  morning.  Two 
series  of  tickets  will  be  issued  by  this  train,  namely, 
for  seven  days,  at  a  cost  of  26s.,  to  Glasgow  or 
Edinburgh,  and  for  an  extended  period  of  seven- 
teen days  at  34s.  to  Glasgow,  and  33s.  9d.  to  Edin- 
burgh. Corridor  carriages  of  the  modern  Midland 
type,  with  lavatories,  etc.,  will  form  these  trams, 
so  that  travellers  to  Scotland  by  this  route  will  be 
conveyed  with  the  maximum  of  comfort. 

The  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  are  adding 
to  their  numerous  travelling  facilities,  both  as 
regards  train  service  and  cheap  fares,  from  the 
commencement  of  July.  An  enterprising  innova- 
tion is  tlie  running  of  weekly  excursions  (corridor) 
from  King's  Cross  to  Scotland  each  Friday  during 
July,  August,  and  September,  by  the  East  Coast 
route,  the  shortest  to  Edinburgh,  etc.  They  are 
issuing  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  at  reduced 
fares,  in  both  directions  between  King's  Cross  and 
numerous  stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties.  These 
bookings  are  being  initiated  wherever  possible  so 
far  as  purely  Great  Northern  stations  are  concerned, 
or  where  the  Great  Northern  Company  have  been 
able  to  arrange  the  bookings  with  the  other  com- 
panies interested. 


On  July  2  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company's 
new  route  to  the  West  of  England  viA  Castle  Carey 
and  Langport  was  opened  for  public  traffic.  The 
completion  of  this  line  brings  Taunton,  Exeter  and 
Plymouth  twenty  miles  nearer  London  than  hitherto, 
and  greatly  improves  the  services  to  a  large  number 
of  towns.  Exeter  will  be  reached  in  3  hours  3 
minutes,  Plymouth  in  4  hours  10  minutes,  Ilfra- 
combe in  5_  hours,  and;  Penzance  in  6  hoxirs  40 


Angling  in  the  Arun. 
The  London,  Brighton*,  and  South  Coast  Railway 
Company  are  not  behind  the  South-Eastern  and 
Great  Eastern  in  catering  for  anglers — and  wow- 
anglers.    For  the  sum  of  2s.  6d.  anglers  and  their 

friends — wives,  sweethearts,  sons,  and  daughters  

may  enjoy  a  run  of  over  sixty  miles  into  lovely" 
Sussex.  With  the  month  of  July  the  times  of  the 
trains  are  altered  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
increased  traffic,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  advt.  on 
p.  17.  Trains  are  run  from  Saturday  to  Sunday 
or  Sunday  to  Monday  for  4s.  ;  from  Saturday  to 
Monday  for  os.,  and  Sundays  only  for  2s.  6d.  Further 
particulars  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
superintendent  of  the  line,  London  Bridge. 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  charming-  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


UnetiuaUetl  for  its  excol- 
lent  Fashing,  Itotit  from 
Sltoro  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roek  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

9,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth ; 
or 

Mr.  A.  EowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth, 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 

SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  fkl.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  HopeSt.,  GLASGOW 

"  And  here  and  there  a  Itisty  trout, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling." 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SWAN  MOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling: 
Fishing:  on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Terms 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  Thomas  E.  Banks,  Manager. 

FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING, 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLAND. 

TONGUE  HOTEL. 

(On  the  North  Coast  of  Sutherland.) 

Excellent  Brown  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  and  Salmon 
Fishing  Free  from  this  Hotel.  Kyle  of  Tongue 
famous  for  Sea  Trout.  Best  months,  May, 
June,  .July.  Good  health  resort,  with  mountain 
and  sea  air.  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  motor  car 
to  Tongue.— Apply  to  M.  MAOINNBS. 

FOR  WEEK  ENDS. 


THE  SWAN  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  new  management) , 
RADCOT  BRIDGE,  RIVER  THAMES, 
FARINGDON,  BERKS, 


Beautiful  Scenery.     Exclusive  Fishing 
Rights.    Boating,  &c. 
Terms  Strictly  Modbeate. 
Write  for  Tariff  to  the  Proprietor — 
SWAN  HOTEL,  RADCOT, 

FARINGDON. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  PROPRIETOR. 

TO  LET, 

*  during  Augvist,  in  most  bracing  part  of  Norfolk, 
SMALL   RESIDENCE  AND  GARDEN, 

only  10  minutes'  walk  from  excellent  9-hole  Golf 
Course,  and  within  easy  distance  of  the  famous 
Brancaster,  Cromer,  Sheringham  and  Norwich 
Links. 

ALSO  GOOD  TROUT  FISHING. 

For  particulars  apply  to— 
Ratoliffe  Pope,  Solicitor,  Fakenham,  Norfolk. 


FISHERMEN 

AND  ALL  THOSE  TORMENTED  BY  MIDGES, 
GNATS,  MOSQUITOS,  AND  INSECT  BITES 

SHOULD  USE 
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SAMBULINE 

OR,  ELDER,  CLYCERINE,acHONEY  JELLY. 


An  Elegant  Preparation  for  Improving  the 
Skin  and  keeping  it  Cool  and  Refreshed.  Free 
from  grease  and  stickiness.  Allays  Irritation 
caused  by  heat,  or  Exposure  to  the  Sun 
whilst  Fishing. 

ALWAYS  HAVE  A    TUBE  IN 
YOUR  CREEL. 

Of  Chemists  and  Stores  in  Metallic  Tubes,  1  /-, 
or  post  free  for  stamps  from 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  GHEESEMAN, 

19i  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street. 
London,  W. 


FISHING. 


GOLF. 


UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  nistinguished  Patronage. 
This  much-frequent  ed  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams:  " Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Boole, 
"  Tlie  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere.  " 


SGHOENAU,  Blacle  Forest, 

Beautiful  Health  Resort. 
Two    hours   from  Basle. 

THE  SUN  HOTEL 


^nd  PARK  VILLA 


(Black  Foraet  House.) 

With  modern  comforts  ;  in  splendid 
situation.      Vast  and  Romantic  Park. 

EXCELLENT  TEOTTT  FISHING  (many  parts  of 
the  Rivers  are  exclusively  reserved  for  Sport 
Fishing).    Ask  for  Prospectus. 


ANGLING  : 


hflCGIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louislturgli,  Co,  IVIayo, 
Ireland. 

Right  of  letting  rods  on  Louisburgh  River 
secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

RIVER  STRICTLY  PRESERVED. 

Season  commenced  1st  June.    Tourist  Car 
passes  daily. 

Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  application  to 
Proprietress,  MARY  McGlRR. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  Trout, 
Brown  Trout,  and  Sea  Fishing,  Aug., 
Sept.,  Oct.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured  of 
splendid  sport  with  Fly.  The  sporting 
Hotel  of  Shetland;  comfortable;  good 
cuisine ;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA, 


First-class  Eoyal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  61,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus;  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  B.C. 


RHEUMATISM. 

THE  "DROITWICH  CURE  " 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


DROITWICH  ( 

^  ^^^^ 

WKolesaleonlyof  ^ 
"ESTON&WESTAaLTD 

..^TCHEAPLOWDOIlK: 

Beware  of  ImifaHons&lnsist  on  havin?  \ 
[ilggenuineDrciilwich  BTlneCliYSTjljjV 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  'which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich, 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&e,,  &c, 

OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  CJIKMISTS. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

A  FEW  RODS  STILL  LEFT 

On  the  well-stocked  River  Hiz  (4J  miles) ; 
forty-three  minutes  from  King's  Cross, 
and  IJ  miles  from  Hitchin  Station. 
Sunday  Fishing. — Apply,  The  Managbb, 

ICKLEFOBD  FISHERY,  HiTCHIN. 


FIVE  RODS  WANTED 

to  complete  a  party  of  ten  to  Pish  a  30 
acre  lake  in  West  Sussex,  8  miles  from  a 
town  and  3J  from  village  station.  The 
lake  has  been  ejnptied  and  fully  stocked 
with  the  best  strain  of  two-year-old  Rain- 
bows.— For  particulars  apply  Manager, 
Fario  Fishery,  Harrietsham,  Kent. 


To  be  Let  at  Michaelmas. 

GOOD  FISHING 

(two  miles) 
On  the  RIVER  AVON, 

Trout  and  Coarse  Fish,  and  nearly 
70  acres  of  Shooting. 


H.  Radclifpe,  Burgate,  Fordingbridge. 


FOR  SALE, 

The  numbers  of  the 

jfisbing  (3a3ctte 

dating  from  November  18,  1899,  to  May  13, 
1905  (with  two  missing).  What  offers  ?  — 
Address,  E.  WOODING,  21^  Arlington  Street, 
Piccadilly. 


SIMOON  BAITS 

PIKE  OR  SALMON. 

Pike  will  follow  to  edge  and  sometimes 
jump  out  of  water.  Best  finish,  wire  gimp 
unnoticed  by  fish,  on  proper  spinning  prin- 
ciple and  with  directions,  post  Srf. ;  burnished 
brass,  both  sides,  Is.— J.  POOLEY,  Burgh 
on  Bain,  Lincoln. 


LESSONS  GIVEN  IN 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY 
CASTING,  SPINNING,  &c. 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.    Throwing  against 

the  Wind,  &e.,  &c. 
Clients  can  be  Coached  on  their  own  Water. 

For  Terms,  apply  to— FRED.  G.  SHAW, 
1 1 ,  Neville  Court,  Abbey  Rd.,  London,  N.  W. 


Gi- XI  AT  rzr  x.  ja  s . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz,  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. _ 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

tfo  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANy,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made.  > 


SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Mouths  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  lo  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
iNsbRANCE  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration, 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIAL^  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  <loc.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
60  years.    p^jcE  LISTS  FREE. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
A.  Z. — You  have  omitted  to  send  your  name  and 
address. 

W.  Norms. — Your  meeting  took  place  on  Thurs- 
day, June  21  ;  the  two  and  a  half  columns  from 
your  local  newspaper  reached  us  on  Saturday, 
Jime  30,  by  which  time  the  Fishing  Gazette  was  in 
the  hands  of  readers  in  the  remotest  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  And  then  you  ask  why  a  full 
report  did  not  appear  in  that  issue.  If  you  care  to 
send  a  short  report  of  your  proceedings  occasionally, 
and  post  so  as  to  arrive  not  later  than  Wednesday, 
we  wiU  endeavour  to  insert  it. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebftor, 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  hope  this  correspondence,  "  Green- 
heart  and  Split-Cane  Rods,"  will  be  threshed  out. 
There  seems  to  be  four  points  to  be  considered — 
(1)  cost;  (2)  facility  for  amateur  mending;  (3) 
casting  power ;  (4)  strength.  Now,  my  views  on 
these  points  are  as  follows  : — (1)  On  the  first  I  con- 
elude  there  can  be  no  dispute,  as  I  suppose  a  spUt- 
cane  rod  is  about  three  times  as  expensive  as  a  green- 
heart  one  ;  (2)  anyone  at  all  handy  with  his  fingers 
can  patch  up  a  broken  greenheart  rod  so  as  to  finish 
a  day's  fishing  with  it.  Can  one  do  this  with  a  split- 
cane  ?  (3)  As  to  casting  powers  I  saw  the  salmon 
casting  at  the  tournament  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in 
1904,  and  in  neither  professional  nor  amateur  com- 
petition was  the  split-cane  in  it  with  the  greenheart 
either  in  distance  or  neatness.  Mr.  Hardy's  split- 
cane  rod  that  he  used  himself  weighed  8^-oz.  more 
than  Mr.  Enright's,  yet  not  only  did  the  latter  throw 
some  5J  yards  further,  but  his  fly,  when  behind,  was 
well  up  in  the  air,  and  ahghted  straight  and  lightly 
on  the  water  at  the  finish  of  the  cast,  whilst  Mr. 
Hardy's  hne  not  only  struck  the  water  behind  nearly 
every  time,  but  a  great  coil  always  feU  in  a  lump 
with  the  fly.  Now,  I  once  had  a  split-cane  rod  (but 
not  one  of  Mr.  Hardy's),  and  this  was  the  very  fault 
I  found  with  it,  and,  as  I  did  not  throw  the  line  in  a 
lump  with  a  greenheart,  I  concluded  it  was  the  fault 
of  the  cane  rod,  and  the  makers  took  it  back.  This, 
to  my  mind,  disposes  of  three  of  the  foiu-  points, 
leaving  only  that  of  strength  and  power  of  standing 
>  wet,  rough  usage,  etc.  Not  having  had  any  expe- 
rience I  cannot  express  any  opinion  except  to  say 
that  to  make  up  for  its  extra  cost  a  spht-cane  ought 
to  out-last  three  greenhearts,  and  that  with  all  the 
glue,  whipping,  etc.,  there  seem  many  more  parts 
in  a  split-cane  that  can  be  affected  by  the  wet. 

I  did  not  see  the  trout  fly  competitions  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  but  I  notice  that  in  the  professional 
class  the  only  greenlieart  rod  entered  was  first,  but 
was  disqualified  for  being  lin.  over  the  allowed 
length,  though  it  weighed  ^oz.  less  than  the  Hardy 
cane  rods  of  the  regulation  length.  In  the  amateur 
trout  fly  casting  the  cane  rods  certainly  took  the 
prizes,  but  there  were  fourteen  entered  as  against 
four  greenheart,  but  in  the  dry-fly  casting  for 
accuracy  greenheart  was  ftrst  again.  How  inihe  face 
of  these  facts  Mr.  Hardy  can  make  out  that  split-cane 
rods  are  lighter  than  greenheart  or  better  in  any  way, 
imless  it  is  for  strength  and  durability,  I  fail  to  see  ; 
and,  on  the  latter  points,  as  I  have  said,  I  have  no 
experience.  As  I  am  writing  over  a  nam  de  plume  I 
may  as  well  say  I  have  never  bought  a  rod  from 
either  Mr.  Enright  or  Mr.  Hardy,  but  have  had  very 
good  tackle  of  other  kinds  from  both. — Yours  truly, 

Greenheart. 

i         GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — T  was  much  interested  in  the  remarks 
of  my  old  frisnd,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  23,  and  am  tempted  to  give  some  of 
my  own  experience,  which  does  not  agree  with  his. 
But  in  the  first  place  it  may  be  noted  that  Mr.  Tod 
in  his  prime  was  an  exceptionally  powerful  man, 
with  a  wrist  abnormally  strong  from  fencing  and 
other  practice,  while  I  have  a  permanent  injury  to 
my  right  wrist  owing  to  a  football  accident  more 
than  forty  years  ago.  So,  perhaps,  no  comparison 
between  my  own  disabihties  and  Mr.  Tod's  skill  with 
a  powerful  wooden  rod  can  add  interest  to  the  dis- 
CTission.  At  the  same  time  I  should  hke  to  say  that, 
for  a  weakling  hke  myself,  split-cane  rods  are  the 
greatest  possible  boon,  and  have  enabled  me  to  fish 
with  ease  and  comfort  for  the  last  twenty  years 
without  any  of  the  aches  and  pains  I  used  to  endm-e. 
In  the  old  days,  when  I  used  greenheart  rods,  I  have 
often  come  in  at  the  end  of  a  day's  fishing  with  my 
-wrist  so  tired  that  I  could  hardly  use  my  right  hand 
to  cut  a  loaf  of  bread.  In  the  year  of  the  Fisheries' 
Exhibition  I  sent  my  favourite  greenheart  to 
Messrs.  Hardy,  and  asked  them  to  match  it  as  far  as 
possible  in  split-cane.    The  result  was  the  rod  which 


in  their  catalogue  is  named  after  myself.  /If  has 
been  in  use  for  twenty^years,  and,  apparently,  is 
good  for  another  twenty  years.  I  am  still^using 
the  original  top  joints,  which  are  straight  and  true 
after  killing  thousands  of  fish,  including  some  of 
the  gamest  fish  I  have  seen  at  Blagdon  during  the 
last  two  seasons.  For  a  single-handed  rod,  only 
10ft.  3in.  long,  and  without  a  steel  centre,  this  is  a 
record  hard  to  beat  ;  and  I  am  very  much  inclined 
to  demur  to  Mr.  Tod's  statement  that  a  wooden  rod 
lasts  longer  than  a  split-cane.  I  have  never  had 
an  accident  when  fislung  with  a  cane  rod,  but  with 
a  greenheart  I  have  broken  a  top  joint  in  striking  a 
fish,  and  once  a  very  moderate  strike  resulted  in  the 
middle  joint  snapping  like  a  carrot.  Then  with 
regard  to  casting  into  the  teeth  of  a  wind  :  I  have 
seen  Mr.  Tod,  with  a  pecuhar  action  of  his  own, 
needing  some  force  from  the  forearm,  cast  a  beau- 
tiful line  where  I  could  do  notliing.  But  that  was 
before  I  had  taken  to  cane  rods.  Now  I  find  that 
the  rod  does  the  work,  and  that  the  man  who  casts 
best  is  he  who  suits  his  hne  to  his  rod  with  some 
care,  and  then  gets  out  of  the  combination  all  he 
wants  with  hardly  any  exertion.  I  hke  to  hear  a 
man  speak  well  of  his  old  friends,  and  to  be  staunch 
and  constant  in  their  praises,  and  this  is  really 
what  Mr.  Tod's  advocacy  of  greenheart  and  hickory 
amounts  to.  He  has  unbounded  faith  in  the  rods 
of  Forrest's  make,  to  which  he  has  become  accus- 
tomed by  long  usage  ;  but,  perhaps,  I  may  fairly 
ask  whether  he  has  given  cane  rods  a  trial  suffi- 
ciently long  and  thorough  as  to  entitle  him  to 
speak  confidently  for  or  against  them.  Unless  he 
has,  his  words  carry  no  great  weight  of  conviction 
when  he  says,  "  that  cane-built  rods  for  ordinary 
use  in  fly-fishing  are  better  than  rods  made  of  wood 
by  such  good  makers  as  Forrest,  I  am  unable  to 
believe."  For  myself,  I  have  been  a  fly-fisher  for 
forty  years  ;  for  the  first  half  of  this  period  I  used 
rods  of  greenheart  and  hickory,  and  for  the  last  half 
I  have  used  split-cane  rods  almost  exclusively.  I 
consider  them  so  superior  in  every  respect  to  rods 
of  wood  that  I  would  not  accept  one  of  the  latter  as 
a  gift  so  long  as  my  cane  rods  were  in  working  order. 
If  this  soimds  hke  prejudice,  it  is  at  least  foimded 
upon  a  very  thorough  trial  of  both  the  classes  of 
rods  tmder  discussion. — Yours  truly, 

H.  S.  Hail. 
P.S.— I  have  no  experience  with  steel-centred 
rods.    I  once  used  one  for  haK-an-hour,  and  found 
it  much  too  severe  for  my  weak  wrist. 


GRILSE  OR  SEA-TROUT  IN  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Many  thanks  for  your  kind  note, 
under  "  Fishing  in  Brittany,"  in  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jxme  30,  concerning  my  wish  to  find  the  above  for 
an  old  boy  and  a  yovmg  one,  myself  and  son,  with 
chance  of  a  salmon,  and  if  fair  sea-fiahing  near,  so 
much  the  better  ;  a  small  and  quiet  place  preferred, 
and  not  expensive ;  decent  lodgings  with  plain 
cooking  preferred  to  hotel.  A  small  river  for 
choice.    I  '  ^      J  k  -I 

I  have  already  visited  Shiel  Bridge,  in  Argyllshire 
— good  fishing,  but  now  rather  expensive — London- 
derry district  and  Newtown  Stewart,  Ardara 
(Donegal),  Rossbeigh  (Kerry),  Girvan  (Ayrshire), 
Ballina,  some  waters  round  Cork,  the  Annan,  and 
Border  Esk  aaid  Liddle,  and  want  to  find  some  new 
water  with  good  chances  of  sport.  Should  not  object 
to  giving  up  fish,  as  at  Ballina. 

Possibly  some  of  your  readers  may  know  of 
waters  where  leave  might  be  given  on  such  condition, 
or  be  willing  to  give  me,  privately,  information  which 
they  would  not  care  to  publish.  Any  reply  ad- 
dressed to  me  here  would  be  very  gratefully  received. 
In  view  of  short  time  at  my  disposal,  places  within 
moderate  railway  or  steamboat  journey  would  be 
desirable. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  30. 


MULLET  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
James  Smith,  grey  mullet  are  caught  with  rod  and 
line  in  most  harbours, and  docks,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  Barrow-in-Furness  should  prove  an  exception. 
They  are  shy  and  capricious  fish,  requiring  great 
exercise  of  the  angler's  virtues  of  patience  and 
perseverance,  but  well  rewarding  it  by  the  capital 
sport  they  give  on  the  rod  when  hooked. 

As  to  baits,  one  of  the  commonest,  both  in 
France  and  England,  is  the  soft  red  ragworm  found 
in  black  harbour  mud  and  sand. 

At  Plymouth,  in  darkish  water,  it  is  used  with 
tight  line  paternoster  tackle,  and  four  or  five  hooks, 
on  short  gut  or  bristles.  But  for  clearer  waters  hght 
float-tackle  and  single  hook  will  be  found  preferable. 
Gut  should  be  fine,  but  of  good  quality,  stained  a 
very  pale  sea-green,  or  pale  smoky  blue.  As  a 
variant  for  the  ragworm  I  have  used  sometimes 
with  success  a  small  piece  of  raw  shrimp  skinned,  or 
a  bit  of  the  soft  part  of  a  mussel,  the  tougher  parts 
being  beaten  up  or  chewed  and  thrown  in  as  ground- 
bait.    In  Calais  Docks  and  some  other  places — 


Margate,  for  instance — mullet  are  taken  on  various 
pastes,  ground-baiting  almost  as  for  roach,  with 
bread,  bran,  refuse  of  cooked  vegetables,  etc.  In 
Italy  pastes  are  often  flavoured  with  strong  cheese, 
crushed  anchovies,  etc. 

A  paste  worth  trying  is  made  with  flour  and 
water,  well  flavoured  and  coloured  with  good  essence 
of  anchovies.  Using  this  paste  one  day,  the  mullet 
not  being  around,  I  was  rather  surprised  to  find 
small  whiting  take  it  freely.  When  mullet  are  in 
shoals  near  the  surface  they  can  sometimes  be 
attracted  by  letting  pieces  of  bread  float  in  their 
direction,  if  there  is  sufficient  current,  and  then 
getting  a  light  line  to  pass  over  them,  with  three  or 
ifour  hooks  on  long  gut  trace,  and  little  bit  of  rough 
cork  near  each  hook,  which  should  be  baited  with  a 
small  piece  of  crust.  I  have  also  used  crusts  instead 
of  the  rough  corks  to  float  the  line  out. 

I  have  heard  of  skate's  liver  as  a  good  bait,  but 
have  not  tried  it  ;  a  local  angler  here  caught  one  or 
two  mullet  with  a  bit  of  the  white  fat  of  some  bacon 
or  pork  he  had  taken  with  him  for  lunch. 

AVhen  the  mullet  have  entered  the  brackish  water 
of  the  canals,  I  have  occasionally  caught  one  or  two 
with  sunk  fly  tipped  with  gentle,  and  I  have  heard 
of  them  being  taken,  but  rarely,  with  a  soft-bodied 
greyish  fly. 

Being  very  timid  in  docks,  owmg  to  traffic  and 
movement,  they  often  bite  better  in  early  morning 
than  in  daytime  or  evening.  We  generally  use  the 
paste  or  other  bait  here,  about  6ft.  to  9ft.  below  the 
float. 

In  clear  waters  of  the  Mediterranean  I  have  some- 
times found  the  mullet,  refusing  paste  and  ordinary 
baits,  take  freely  the  soft  green  sUk-weed  found  on 
timbers  of  piers,  etc.,  a  little  of  it  wound  on  a  small 
round -bend  hook  to  about  the  size  of  a  biggish  pea, 
and  a  little  tag  left  hanging  down.  A  similar  weed 
in  fresh  water  is  sometimes  successful  with  roach. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  30. 


FISHING  AT  MOFFAT  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Pater  "  should 
certainly  take  his  trouting  tackle  to  Moffat,  which  is 
a  pleasant  centre  for  a  variety  of  moderate  trout 
fishing,  large  numbers  or  heavy  weights  not  to  be 
expected.  Three  streams  within  easy  reach — the 
Annan,  Evan,  and  Moffat  Water.  An  easy  run  by 
rail  to  Elvanfoot,  to  fish  the  Upper  Clyde,  holding 
both  trout  and  grayling. 

Loch  Skene,  in  deUghtful  moorland  scenery  and 
bracing  air,  can  also  be  fished  in  a  day,  and  holds 
nice  trout,  but  rather  uncertain  risers. 

Annan  can  be  fished  from  the  "  Meeting  of  the 
Waters,"  where  Moffat  Water  joins  it,  an  easy  walk 
below  the  town.  Evan  Water  from  Beattock 
Station  upwards.  Annan  can  also  be  worked  by 
taking  train  down  to  Dinwoodie  and  fishing  up. 
Trout  run  small  in  most  of  these  waters. 

I  stayed  at  Moffat  last  half  of  June  and  whole  of 
July,  1885,  and,  referring  to  my  diary,  find  that  I 
had  creels  up  to  two  dozen  on  the  Annan,  mostly 
small,  a  few  about  Jib  ;  a  nice  creel  on  the  Clyde, 
from  Elvanfoot  upwards,  two  dozen,  four  about 
•Jib.,  several  of  a  Jib.  Two  trips  to  Loch  Skene 
resulted  in  twenty-four  and  fifteen  trout.  The 
majority  of  the  fish  were  taken  with  fly,  though 
worm  was  sometimes  used  with  success^^hen  water 
was  coloured  after  rain. 

There  are  plenty  of  small  burns  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  St.  Mary's  Loch  and  the  Loch  of  the 
Lowes  are  within  easy  reach,  but  if  "  Pater  "  is  only 
staying  a  fortnight  or  so  he  will  find  quite  enough 
occupation  in  the  Annan,  near  Moflat,  Evan  Watei'. 
from  Beattock  upward,  Clyde  at  Elvanfoot,  and 
Loch  Skene  when  a  breeze  may  be  hoped  for. 

Of  course,  twenty-one  years  may  have  made  a 
difference  in  local  conditions,  in  increase  of  anglers, 
and  diminution  in  numbers  of  fish. 

"  Pater  "  should  inquire  for  Alexander  Jolmstone, 
a  local  tackle-maker  and  very  skilful  angler,  who,  if 
stiU  to  the  fore,  would  give  him  useful  tips  as  to  good 
spots,  kilhng  files,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

Calais,  June  3^.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

FISHING  AT  NEWTON  STEWART. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  inquiry  by  "  Thy- 
maUus  "  in  the  issue  of  June  30,  we  may  state  that 
we  are  the  agents  for  the  lettmg  of  the  fishings  in  the 
Rivers  Cree  and  Minnick  at  Ne\vton  Stewart.  These 
rivers  are  let  to  five  rods,  each  rod  getting  a  separate 
beat  every  day.  No  wading  is  required,  except  on 
two  of  the  beats.  The  sahnon  and  grilse  are  all 
taken  with  the  fly.  Total  extent  of  the  fishing  is 
seventeen  miles,  and  is,  of  course,  verj-  strictlj-  pre- 
served. Good  hotel  accommodation  or  rooms  and 
attendance  at  farm-house.  The  takes  for  the  last 
few  seasons  have  been  as  follows  : — Salmon  and 
grilse,  139,  59,  50,  61,  101,  and  88.  The  price  of  the 
rods  ranges  from  £20  to  £35  monthlj%  according  to 
the  month. — We  are,  yours  faithfully. 

Walker,  Eraser,  and  Steele. 
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FISHING  AT   KIN^G'S  LYNiS^. 

Dear  Sie,— I  am  thinking  of  spending  a  fortniglit 
in  the  neighbaurhood  of  King's  Lynn,  and  should  be 
obligad  if,  through  tha  medium  ,of  your  valued 
pap3r,  I  could  obtain  any  information  as  to  tickets, 
and  where  to  apply  for  them  for  waters  in  the 
vicinity  ? — Yours  truly,  Abxhur  Cable. 

[il.-.  Cibl©  should  write  to  Mr.  Mussett,  secretary 
of  the  King's  Lynn  Angling  Association,  for  parti- 
culars of  th?  fishing  preserved  by  the  association, 
which  is  ,op3n  to  visitors  by  payment  for  day  or 
weekly  ticket. — 'Ed.] 


A  9lb.  TROUr  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  from  the  Oughterard  side  of 
Louga  Oarrib  on  Monday,  July  2,  I  had  the  good 
luck  to  get  a  fiae  spacimen  of  a  lough  trout  weighing 
91b.,  caught  trolling  with  a  large  4in.  Chapman 
spinner  and  mountain  sprat.  With  reference  to  your 
Clonbur  correspondent's  report  in  ^the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Juaa  23,  I  cannot  trace  any  boats  from 
Oughterard  which  ware  fishing  in  Clonbur  waters 
that  week,  and  some  of  the  catches  on  the  Oughterard 
sida  W3re  far  better  than  those  mentioned  by  your 
correspondent.  Captain  Banbury  and  Mr.  C.  'V. 
Jameson,  in  six  days,  got  seventy-two  trout,  weigh- 
ing lODHb.,  Mr.  Gascoigne  42  trout,  weighing 
74lb.,  and  the  catches  of  other  boats  ranged  from 
221b.  to  271b.  a  day.  Tae  trout  are  still  rising  well 
at  the  Green  Drake  and  Harry  mixed. — Yours  truly, 
Joseph  W.  Monaghan. 

.JVHERE   "ANTI-MIDGE"   IS  NO  USE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  23  that  you  recommand  Mackay's  "Anti- 
midge."  T;vo  years  ago  I  was  going  to  Sutherland- 
shire  in  July,  and  got  a  bottle  of  the  above. 

I  have  no  doubt  it  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  South 
Country  midge ;  for  the  Sutherlandshire  midges 
it  was  absolutely  useless.  The  midges  at  Rhi- 
conieh  were  so  bad  that'  some  days  even  the  gillies 
would  give  up  fishing  and  make  a  bolt  for  shelter. 
I  had  no  idea  midges  could  be  so  bad.  The  ordi- 
nary midge  produces  a  slight  tickling,  the  Suther- 
landshire midge  a  maddening  irritation.  The  best 
of  it  was  that  some  of  us  were  discussing  midge- 
repellents  in  the  smoking-room  at  the  hotel.  One  had 
"  Apifuge,"  another  "  Spearmint,"  and  so  on.  I  said, 
"  I  am  rather  doubtful  about  your  remedies,  but  I 
know  that  my  '  Anti-midge  '  is  effective  as  it  has  been 
recommended  by  the  editor  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette." 
After  two  days  ray  bottle  of  "  Anti-midge  "  was  a  drug 
in  the  market,  and  ho  one  would  take  it  as  a  gift. 
I  hope  you  won't  mind  mj.  so  flatly  contradicting 
your  opinion,  but  I  know  you  are  always  anxious 
to  get  first-hand  information,  and  not  to  send  forth 
fishermen  inefficiently  armed  against  these  blood- 
thirsty insects. — Yours  truly,        "W.  E.  Binney. 

["  Anti-midge  "  is  a  Scottish  remedy— perhaps, 
like  the  poet,  it  has  no  honour,  only  contempt 
from  the  gnats  of  its  own  country.  I  have  asked 
Mr.  Binney  to  try  a  sample  of  "  Muscatel,"  which 
I  am  sending  to  him,  to  see  if  those  rapacious 
Highland  midges  treat  it  in  the  same  way. — Ea.] 


FISHING  HOLIDAYS  IN  WALES. 

Dear  Sib, — If  there  is  among  your  readers  any 
gentleman  who  wishes  to  take  his  wife  and  small 
family  for  their  holidays  to  a  place  in  Wales  where 
trout  and  bass  fishing  can  be  had  at  very  moderate 
cost,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  as  I  can 
recommend  such  a  place.  I  have  taken  rooms  at  a 
farmhouse  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  but  as  there 
are  more  rooms  than  I  require  I  wish  to  share  them. 
— Yours  truly.  Angler. 

8,  Melrose-terrace,  Liscard,  Cheshire. 


HYBRIDS   AMONG  THE  SALMONID^. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  made  a  great  number  of  ex- 
periments in  crossing  different  salmonidm,  but  even 
an  epitome  from  my  notes  would  occupy  a  whole 
page  of  your  valuable  paper. 

Replying  to  the  questions  seriatim: — (1)  The 
result  is  a  hybrid.  (2)  In  some  cases  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  male  and  in  others  those  of  the  female 
are  retained  with  very  little  variation,  except, 
perhaps,  in  the  vomerine  teeth  ;  while  in  a  number 
of  cases  the  resultant  hybrid  had  a  sort  of  mixture 
in  colour  and  shape  of  both  parents,  such  as  the 
zebra,  between  a  fontinalis  and  levenenais,  and  the 
leopard,  vice  versa.  (3)  What  is  a  Loch  Leven 
trout  ?  How  is  it  that  in  its  third  season  specimens 
often  resemble  a  sea-trout  in  silvery  appearance  ? 
Again,  it  is  a  peculiar  fact  that  other  specimens 
which  have  been  taken  south  assume  the  colours 
and  markings  of  the  indigenous  brook  trout  of  the 
locality.  Do  these  facts  not  form  a  strong  link  in 
the  chain  connecting  the  sea-trout  and  brook  trout 
with  the  Loch  Leven,  making  the  last-mentioned  a 
hybrid  ? 


The  result  of  impregnating  salmon  ova  with  trout 
milt  is,  as  a  rule,  weak  and  dropsical  fry.  Out  of 
6000  salmon  ova  so  treated  542  fish  were  reared  from 
IJin.  to  Tin.  in  length,  having  eleven  to  thirteen 
parr  bands,  whitish  edges  to  the  ventral,  anal,  and 
dorsal  fins,  and  only  a  few  red  spots.— Yours  truly, 

L.  M.  B. 


BOOKS  ON  FISH-CULTURE. 
'•Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  recom- 
mend a  good  work  on  fish-culture.  I  have  Living- 
stone-Stone, on  "  Domesticated  Trout,"  published 
about  1870,  and  also  Arraistead's  "  Angler's 
Paradise."  I  find  Stone's  work  the  most  useful  for 
trout-culture,  but  there  must  be  a  later  and  more 
up-to-date  publication  by  this  time. 

Is  there  also  any  work  better  than  Dr.  Day's 
English  and  Irish  salmonidm  for  scientific  descrip- 
tions of  the  different  types  of  the  salmon  family  ? 

As  subscribers  to  your  valuable  paper  I  trust  you 
will  not  mind  us  asking  your  advice.  A  reply  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  would  meet  the  case. — -Yours  truly, 
Chas.  H.  Harrison, 
Hon.  Secretary  Northern  Tasmanian 
Fisheries'  Association. 
[I  have  written  to  Mr.  Harrison  to  say  I  know  no 
better  works  than  Livingstone-Stone's   and  Dr. 
Day's — that  is,  in  English.    If  there  are  better  I 
should  like  to  know  them. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  CHICHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Most  people  will  think  with  me  that 
for  fresh-water  fishing  the  canal  at  Chichester  is 
preferable  to  the  Arun  at  Arundel.  No  tides  or 
currents  in  the  first,  and  any  amount  in  the  other. 
There  is  considerable  rise  and  fall  of  water  in  the 
Arundel,  and  the  water  with  the  inboming  tide  is 
fairly  brackish  without  doubt.  Boating  is  obtain- 
able on  the  canal  and  the  fishing  free.  Within  easy 
distance  of  Chichester  there  is  fairly  good  sea-fishing, 
at  Chichester  Harbour. 

Any  other  information  that  is  needed,  if  Mr.  W.  A. 
Wolley  will  write  me  direct,  I  will  endeavour  to 
assist  him. 

Mullet  Fishing. — Fish  for  grey  muUetjwrth  pater- 
noster as  for  smelt,  only  with  stronger  tackle.  In 
docks  a  rifle  bullet  is  enough  weight  (Martini  or 
Snider  bullet).!  Use  ragworms  for  bait.  Do  not 
make  a  noise  and  have  patience,  and  then  you  will 
catch  grey  mullet.  There  are  other  ways  in  a  tide- 
way and  other  baits. — Yours  truly. 

South  Bank,  Chichester.       Charles  FoWler. 


POLLACK  FISHING  IN  NORTH  ^  WALES. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  get 
pollack  fishing  in  North  Wales  ?  Are  there 
pollack  off  the  Great  Ormes  Head  ?  I  am  going  to 
stay  at  Llandudno  for  August.  Are  pollack  in 
season  then  ? — Yours  truly,  Tudno. 

[I  iear  Llandudno  is  not  much  good 
fishing  centre.    Aberfraw  and  Holyhead  are  much 
better.    Will  some  reader  who  knows  the  coast 
kindly  reply  ? — .Ed.] 


BULL  TROUT  AND  BROWN  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will 
kindly  state,  for  the  information  of  a  friend,  what 
species  of  fish  are  generally  designated  brown  trout 
and  bull  trout  respectively  ;  and  whether  I  am  not 
strictly  accurate  in  assuring  him  that  the  common 
trout  of  Houghton  (5'.  fario)  is  the  ordinary 
non-migratory  brown  trout  of  the  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  ;  the  bull  trout  being  the  big  migratory 
trout  foimd  principally  in  Coquet  and  Tweed  (vide 
"  Bickerdyke  " ).  ^Is  not  Houghton's  plate  of  the 
latter  too  dark  ?  Should  not  the  fish  have  been 
represented  more  like  those  in  the  plates  of  »S'.  trutta 
and  S.  cambricus  ? — Yours  truly, 

■W.  E.  Edwards. 

[The  common'' brown  trout  (Salmo  fario)  of  the 
Severn  and  so  many  other  rivers  is  quite  distinct 
from  the  bull  trout  (S.  eriox)  of  the  Tweed,  Coquet, 
Tay,  and  other  rivers.  The  brown  trout  li\-es  in 
fresh  water  all  the  time  ;  the  bull  trout,  which  is 
much  more  nearly  allied  to  the  salmon  (S.  salar), 
passes  much  of  its  life  in  the  ocean,  and  feeds  there 
chiefly. — Ed.] 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS,  TWEED  GRILSE, 
ETC. 

Deab  Sir, — Under  the  heading  of  "  Well-mended 
Kelts  and  Clean  Fish  "  (May  19),  Mr.  W.  Sorley  Brown 
reported  having  caught  in  the  Tweed,  on  April  13, 
a  grilse  of  5^1b.,  which  took  him  fully  half-an-hour 
to  kill,  owing  to  his  fishing  with  fine  gut. 

Under  "  Salmon  and  Kelts,"  Jime  2,  I  remarked 
at  the  end  of  my  letter  I  was  perfectly  certain 
that  the  grilse  was  not  a  clean  grilse,  that  I  had 


never  heard  of  a  clean  grilse  being  caught  in  the 
Tweed  so  early  as  April  13,  5ilb. 

Under  "  The  Tweed  Grilse,  "  "Jane  9,  Mr.  W. 
Sorley  Brown  replies  to  my  remark  that  he  notices 
tiittt  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  grilse 
which  he  personally  caught  in  the  Tweed  on  April  13 
was  not  clean  run,  and  that  I 'am  entirely  wrong  in 
what  I  say,  and  that  as  I  did  not  see  the  fish  for 
myself  how  was  I  to  know  it  was  not  clean  run, 
that  it  is  imfair  to  misdoubt  his  word,  that  he  is 
pleased  to  know  he  had  so  far  caught  the  largest 
fresh-rim  grilse  in  the  Tweed,  etc.  •i  <{ 

If  Mr.  Sorley  Brown  will  look  again  at  the  remark 
I  made  he  will  see  I  did  not  say  the  fish  he  caught 
was  a  kelt,  neither  did  I  wisli  him  to  infer  from 
what  I  said  that  it  was  a  kelt.  My  rhain  object  in 
drawing  attention  to  it  was  the  vinusual  occurrence 
of  a  grilse  5|lb.  being  caught  in  the  Tweed  so  early 
as  April  13,  a  thing  I  never  heard  of  before,  and  I 
would  be  astonished  if  any  other  on  the  Tweed 
has.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  get  information 
from  Mr.  Thomas,  manager  of  the  Berwiok-on- 
Tweed  net  fisheries  ;  Jie  writes  as  follows  : — 

"  This  year  our  first  grilse  was  caught  on 
April  19,  weighing  21b.,  this  is  even  a  month  earlier 
than  the  usual  time  of  their  first  appearance  for 
several  years  before  ;  last  year  the  first  was  cap- 
tured on  May  21,  rather  remarkable,  and  as  a  rule 
they  appear  between  the  middle  and  end  of  May, 
and  always  weighing  from  l|-lb.  to  2 Jib." 

From  this  information,  I  think  Mr.  Brown  must 
admit  he  has  made  a  mistake  in  stating  I  am 
wrong ;  had  he  said  he  had  captured  a  clsan  salmon 
on  April  13  I  would  have  had  no  remark  to  make. 
—Yours  truly,  P.  D.  Malloch. 

Perth,  July  2. 

WHAT  ARE   SALMON  FRY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Lieut. -Colonel 
Bartley,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  23,  asks  if 
the  experiment  of  crossing  salmon,  trout,  and  char 
has  been  made. 

No  doubt  a  brief  account  of  the  same  that  was 
made  by  Sir  James  Maifcland  at  his  establishment 
at  Howietoun  may  be  of  interest,  from  a  few 
abstracts  I  have  copied  from  a  paper  read  by  Dr. 
Francis  Day,  CLE.,  F.L.S.,  F.Z.S.,  at  the  Zoo- 
logical Society  of  London,  on  hybrids  among 
salmonidue,  are  as  follows  : — 

The  First  Hybrids. 

On  Dec.  24,  1881,  2000  eggs  of  the  Loch  Leven 
trout  were  fertilised  by  salmon  milt  and  hatched 
out  on  March  9,  1882.  On  Nov.  15,  1882,  the 
number  remaining  alive  was  computed  at  1250,  the 
largest  example  was  4Jin.  in  length. 

In  November,  1883,  the  size  of  these  yoimg  fish 
had  augmented,  and  one  l^irx.  long  was  captured. 

On  March  13,  1884,  they  were  removed  to  the 
Octogen  pond  at  Craigend,  212  in  number  were 
successfully  transferred.  Among  these  were  six 
about  lOin.  in  length,  but  some  were  as  short  as 
2^in.  in  length.  In  another  part  of  the  paper 
D'r.  Day  says 

"  On  August  a  hybrid  6 Jin.  long  was  removed 
from  pond  No.  3  at  Howietoun.  It  was  raised 
from  the  eggs  of  Loch  Leven  trout  and  fertilised 
from  the  American  Salmo  fontinalis." 

On  Nov.  15,  1883,  about  190  of  this  cross  existed  in 
excellent  condition.  On  the  same  day  another 
hybrid  7  Jin.  long  was  netted  from  pond  No.  4  of 
exactly  the  same  age  as  the  foregoing.  It  was 
raised  from  the  American  brook  trout  and  fertilised 
by  a  Scotch  char  from  Loch  Rannoch. — Yours  truly, 

Natator. 

WHY  NOT  LOCAL  EXHIBITIONS? 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  idea  which  would,  perhaps, 
be  of  service  to  anglers,  if  brought  about,  as  well  as 
to  the  trade  generally.  Let  the  British  rod-makers 
hold  a  miniature  exhibition  of  their  wares  in  large 
towns,  and  give  us  the  opportunity  to  compare  the 
various  makes  and  qualities  of  rods.  Although 
"  newspaper  controversy  "  serves  as  good  advertise- 
ment for  makers,  yet,  after  all,  the  reader  can  only 
form  a  rather  vague  notion  of  the  merits  of  the  rods 
in  question.  It  would  certainly  be  more  satisfactory 
to  "see"  for  ourselves  the  several  meritorious 
features  claimed  by  the  leading  firms  in  the  trade. 

In  Manchester  there  are  many  rooms  which 
would  easily  accommodate  thirty  to  forty  stands, 
and  the  expenses  per  exhibitor  would  be  very 
small  indeed. 

Surely  a  show  of  goods  by  Enright,  Hardy,  Foster, 
Malloch,  etc.,  would  be  interesting  to  the  angler, 
and,  without  doubt,  would  be  well  patronised. — 
Yours  truly,  T.  Supabelli. 

[There  have  been  many  such  exhibitions,  and  the 
feeling  of  the  exhibitors  seems  to  be  that  they  do 
not  pay. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  tma/voidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Wheels  for  keeping  Fish  from  Escaping. 

Me.  L.  Maclean,  hen.  sec.  of  the  Western  Districts 
Game  and  Trout  Protection  Association  of  Cape 
Colony,  writes  to  me  on  June  13 :  — 

"  Dear  Slb, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
May  26,  to  hand  by  this  mail,  a  discussion  on  Dr. 
Henshall's  contrivance  for  allowing  a  free  flow  of 
water  in  irrigation  ditches,  while  at  the  same  time 
obstructing  the  passage  of  fish.  Singularly  enough, 
I  have  just  had  published  in  the  Cape  Agricultural 
Journal  of  this  month  a  fish  weir  for  a  similar 
purpose,  particulars  of  which  I  enclose.  It  would 
be  interesting  also  to  see  an  illustration  and  par- 
ticulars of  the  wheel  invented  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
which  you  saw  at  work  in  Perthshire." 

I  have  pleasure  in  pubhshing  Mr.  Maclean's 
letter,  and  also  particulars  of  his  Fish  Wheel,  and  I 
have  asked  -Mr.  Malloch  if  he  would  mind  letting 
us  have  a  sketch  of  his  also. 

The  Protection  op  Trout — Fish  Weirs  for 
Irrigation  Furrows. 

Mr.  L.  Maclean,  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer  of  the 
Western  Districts  Game  and  Trout  Protection 
Association,  writing  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture, says : — 

"  As  you  are  aware,  considerable  expense  and 
trouble  have  been  incurred  in  the  stocking  of  the 
South  African  rivers  with  trout,  and,  now  that 
inigation  is  receiving  so  much  attention,  it  has 
become  urgently  necessary  to  devise  some  means 
of  preventing  the  fish  from  going  down  the  irrigation 
furrows,  where  they  may  be  readily  caught,  or  left 
to  die,  when  the  water  is  cut  off. 

"  I  have  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  experi- 
ments having  this  object  in  view,  and  now  enclose 
a  description  and  two  photographs  of  an  improved 
portable  fish  weir,  designed  from  ideas  given  to  me 
by  Mr.  Henrotin,  of  Kimbeiley  ;  Mr.  Quinan,  of 
Somerset  West ;  Mr.  Solly,  of  Sir  Lowry's  Pass,  and 
Mr.  Burman,  superintendent  engineer  of  the  Union- 
Castle  Company  here,  who  had  the  model  made  for 
me.    A  weir,  similar  in  construction,  has  been 


running  satisfactorily  at  the  De  Beers  Factory, 
Somerset  West,  for  some  time.  It  allows  a  free 
flow  of  water,  and  offers  at  the  same  time  a  perfect 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  fish.  Fig.  1  is  the 
view  of  the  front  or  down-stream  side  of  the  weir, 
and  clearly  shows  the  overshot  water-wheel,  which 
actuates  the  upper  wheel  (or  revolving  drum) 
through  the  medium  of  brass  sprocket  wheels  and 
an  endless  brass  chain. 

♦'  Fig.  2  shows  how  the  revolving  drum,  which, 
it  will  be  noted,  is  covered  with  perforated  brass, 
metal  or  gauze,  is  constructed  to  receive  the  water 
which  flows  over  the  fixed  weir.  The  drum  is  made 
to  revolve  slowly,  and  continually  presents  a  fresh 
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surface  for  the  collection  of  any  foreign  matter 
which  would  soon  clog  a  fixed  one. 

"  The  dimensions  of  the  weir  are  determined  by 
local  conditions  ;  the  one  illustrated  is  designed  for 
llin.  furrows,  the  revolving  drum  and  driving 
wheel  of  which  are  9in.  in  diameter  by  llin.  long, 
and  provides  for  a  fall  of  some  lOin.  from  the  top 
of  the  fixed  weir  to  the  top  of  the  overshot  wheel ; 
the  apparatus  occupying  a  total  length  of  some 
3ft.  6m. 

"  It  is  constructed  of  hard  wood  on  the  simplest 
lines,  in  order  that  any  local  carpenter  can  make 
and  fix  it ;  and  grooved  wooden  pulleys  with  a  rope 
drive  may  be  substituted  for  the  brass  wheels  and 
brass  chain. 

"  I  hope  the  riparian  owners,  angling  associations, 
and  others  interested  in  the  preservation  of  trout 


will  have  similar  weirs  constructed  where  irrigation 
furrows  are  made  for  drawing  water  from  rivers 
in  which  trout  have  been  placed.  The  model  weir 
can  be  seen  in  the  Union-Castle  Company's  offices, 
Adderley-street,  Cape  Town,  by  anyone  who  takes 
an  interest  in  the  matter." 


On  Packing  Ova  for  Shipment. 

The  following  is,  I  am  informed,  copy  of  the  first 
part  of  a  letter  sent  by  the  Manager  of  the  Howietoun 
Fishery  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  Director  of 
Lord  Denbigh's  Fish  Culture  EstabUshment : — rJ^ 

"  Dear  Sir, — With  further  reference  to  your 
letter  of  June  16  and  your  question 
as  to  the  proper  method  for  packing 
ova,  we  noticed  the  interesting 
account  of  trout  ova  sent  to  New 
Zealand  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  9,  and  your  letter  to  the 
Editor  printed  the  following  week. 

"As  to  the  merits  of  the  systems 
of  packing  ova,  we  think  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  packing  with 
fresh -growing  moss  is  much; superior 
to  packing  on  cloth  frames,  i 

"  This  is  not  only  our  own  ex- 
perience, but  also  the  testimony  of 
other  practical  pisciculturists,  who 
have  told  us  that  our  system  of 
packing  was  more  satisfactory,  and 
gave  much  better  results  in  strong, 
healthy  embryos  than  the  American 
or  German  methods. 

"  The  two  principal  reasons  for 
this  are — (1)  the  ova  never  gets 
dried  up  on  the  moss  ;  (2)  which 
appUes  specially  to  long  journeys — 
the  moss  absorbs  all  waste  given  off 
by  the  eggs  while  incubating,  and 
keeps  them  in  a  natural,  healthy 
condition,  at  the  same  time  sufficient 
drainage  and  air-space  are  provided. 

"  We  have  never  heard  of  any 
difficulty  or  loss  caused  by  spon- 
taneous heating  in  boxes  of  ova 
packed  by  us.  We  feel  sure  there 
must  have  been  something  radically 
wrong  in  the  cases  cited  by  you  of 
ova  from  the  United  States  having 
proved  failures,  as  far  as  packing  is 
concerned.  The  system  cannot 
have  been  properly  carried  out. 

"  Of  course,  for  foreign  joiumeys 
we  have  specially  constructed  boxes, 
with  large  ice-tray  provided,  to  keep 
the  ova  cool  and  moist.  As  you 
know,  it  is  almost  indispensable  that 
ova  should  be  placed  in  the  cool 
chamber  of  the  steamer.  The  most 
difficult  part  of  the  journey  is 
generally  after  vmshipping  from 
steamer. 

"  The  only  improvement  we  have 
found  necessary  for  long  journeys  is 
to  send  ova  in  trays,  packed  with 
only  one  layer  of  eggs  and  two 
layers  of  moss.  This  is  not  only 
better  for  the  ova,  but  makes  pro- 
vision for  the  ova  being  picked  over 
occasionally  en  route.  The  difficulty, 
as  you  point  out  in  your  letter,  has 
often  been  to  find  anyone  we  could 
trust  to  do  this  work. 

"  We  have  recently  been  using 
charcoal  in  place  of  sawdust  for 
packing  between  the  cases  or  boxes. 
"  We  hope  these  hints  may  be 
found  useful,  and  that  you  may  have  ^better 
success  with  your  next  consignment  abroad. 

I\Ir  Carr,  who  packed  the  Blagdon  trout  eggs, 
teUs  me  that  the  system  he  adopted  was  one  of  his 
own,  as  he  did  not  know  anything  about  any  other. 
WiU  Mr.  Carr  kindlv  tell  us  what  size  the  httle 
"  All  Blacks  "  are  now  ?  It  wiU  be  remembered 
that  he  managed  to  save  a  dozen  or  two  out  of  the 
eggs  which  arrived  last  August,  all  the  others 
having  perished. 

Long  Distance  Transportation  of  Ova. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  correspondence  in 
your  valuable  paper  on  the  long  distance  trans- 
portation of  ova  is  extremely  interesting,  as  it 

[2] 


Pish  Weib  foe  Irrigation  Furrows. 

Details  op  Fish  Weir.— No.  1,  overshot  water-wheel ;  2,  brass  sprocket  wheels, 
or  grooved  wooden  pulleys ;  3,  endless  brass  chain  or  rope  drive  ;  4,  revolving 
drum  ;  5,  fixed  weir.  The  sides  (S)  are  made  of  teakwood  Uin.  thick  by  I3in. 
wide ;  the  bottom  of  the  same  material,  Uin.  thick  by  Hiin.  wide.  The  wire 
gauze  for  covering  the  revolving  drum  may  be  purchased  at  any  furnishing  iron- 
monger's. Local  woods  may  be  used  for  the  construction  of  all  parts  of  this 
machine,  but  the  brass  wire  gauze  or  perforated  metal  with  brass  screws  are 
essential  to  prevent  corrosion. 
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tends  to"^prove  that  there  are  several  systems 
equally  good,  but  now  and  again  one  or  other  fails, 
through  some  circumstance  unaccounted  for. 

'■  The  Howietoun  Fishery,  which  has  exported  ova 
for  many  years,  have  of  course  vast  experience, 
and  their  system  is  adopted  by  one  U.S.  fish  station 
to  my  knowledge  with  success,  though,  as  I  said 
before,  I  have  known  failure.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  U.S.  Fish  Commission  have  their  recognised 
system,  and  this  is  the  one  adopted  by  the  manager 
of  Lord  Denbigh's  Fishery,  which  has  met  with 
great  success,  and  at  times  failure.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the 
U.S.  Fish  Commission  have  beaten  the  record  in 
long  distance  transportation  of  ova  when  I  tell  you 
that  with  Lord  Denbigh's  consignment,  sent  to  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Argentine  Republic  last 
March,  were  despatched  some  from  the  west,  and 
only  5  per  cent,  were  lost. 

"  The  U.S.  consignment  came  from  Oregon  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  and  was  sent  via  New  York, 
Southampton,  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  then  tran- 
shipped for  the  south. 

"The  system  adopted  was  the  'dry'  system, 
with  no  moss  or  other  water  retaining  substance." 

Will  Mr.  Feilding  kindly  tell  us  how  the  eggs  are 
packed,  and  at  what  temperature  they  are  kept  in 
the  "  dry  "  system  ? 


Autumn  Tackle  Show  at  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society. 

As  the  society's  rooms  no  longer  afford  the 
necessary  space  for  this  important  exhibition,  the 
committee  have  secured  the  use  of  Clifford's  Inn 
Hall,  Fleet-street,  The  exhibition  will  be  open 
from  Sept.  21  to  Oct.  3  inclusive.  In  addition  to 
sea-fishing  tackle  of  the  usual  kinds,  sea-trout  tackle 
will  be  exhibited. 


Stormontfield  Experiments  in  Salmon  Culture, 
1853-1866, 

I  think  some  one  interested  in  salmon  culture 
may  like  to  know  that  Mr.  S.  R.  Frampton,  10, 
Marriott-road,  ToUington-Park,  London,  is  offering 
a  copy  of  R.  Buist's  interesting  httle  work, 
"Stormontfield  Piscicultural  Experiment,  1853- 
1866,"  for  Is.  2d.,  post  free. 

Offer  of  over  ;^40o  for  Essays,  etc.,  on  Fish  and 
Fisheries. 

On  page  28,  I  have  pleasure  in  publishing  fuU 
particulars  of  seventeen  prizes,  amounting  in  all  to 
over  £400,  for  essays,  etc.,  on  matters  relating  to 
fish  and  fisheries,  offered  in  connection  with  the 
International  Fishery  Congi-ess,  1908,  to  be  held 
at  Washington,  Sept.  22  to  26.  Unless  I  am  much 
mistaken,  several  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
be  wiUing  to  enter  the  competition,  which  is  open 
to  the  whole  world. 

Misleading  Reports  of  Sport. 

As  I  have  said  before,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
verify  all  the  reports  I  pubhsh  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  But  I  do  not  wish  to  publish  misleading 
reports,  and  anyone  who  sees  a  report  which  is 
misleading  will  do  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the 
angKng  public  a  good  turn  by  letting  me  know.  I 
believe  the  great  majority  of  our  reporters  are  most 
careful  to  send  correct  reports. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 

HOW  I  BECAME  A  MOTHEE 
KINGFISHEE. 
By  Percy  Wadham. 

{Continued  from  page  7.) 

By  this  time  I  was  very  much  attached  to  my 
nursery  of  babies,  and  they  to  me,  for  as  soon  as  the 
meat-safe  door  was  opened  there  was  a  clamour  of 
seven  hoarse  voices  as  they  uttered  their  mother- 
call  of  "  zip,  zip,  zip  "  ;  and* such  a  fluttering  of 
wings.  And  quicker  than  I  can  write  these  words 
I  had  seven  kingfishers  on  my  head,  shoulders,  and 
arms,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  squat  down  com- 
fortably they  had  a  very  comical  way  of  bobbing 
their  heads  up  and  down. 

Here  were  birds  in  captivity,  as  tame  and  familiar 
as  it  was  possible  to  be,  yet  in  nature  they  are  the 
most  wary  and  shy  of  birds,  scarcely  allowing  any- 
one to  approach  within  fifty  yards.  It  is  true  a 
friend  of  mine,  while  fishing,  had  a  wild  kingfisher 


perch  on  his  rod  when  across  the  stream,  but  then 
the  angler  was  well  concealed  from  view  of  the  bird 
coming  up  the  stream  ;  but  almost  as  soon  as  it 
alighted,  its  eagle  eye  caught  sight  of  my  friend 
among  the  sedges,  and  with  a  sharp  "  chit,  chit," 
the  kingfisher  was  gone  in  a  flash. 

Strange  to  relate,  these  absolutely  aquatic  birds 
could  not  stand  getting  wet  in  their  early  days,  and 
although  there  was  but  half  an  inch  of  water  in  the 
saucer  the  kingfishers  got  damp  when  they  splashed 
the  water  about,  which  seemed  to  chill  them  very 
much,  and  they  would  huddle  up  shivering  with 
the  cold  until  they  got  dry  and  warm  again.  One 
morning  three  of  the  birds  got  wetter  than  usual, 
and  they  looked  so  bad  that  I  felt  sure  they  would 
die,  so  1  hui-ried  them  into  a  small  woollen-lined 
basket,  and  placed  them  in  front  of  the  kitchen  fire. 
Two  of  them  came  round,  but  I  regret  to  say  one  of 
them  succumbed  to  the  shock.  This  was  my  first 
loss.  Here  were  aquatic  birds  that  could  feed  them- 
selves and  fly  strongly,  and  yet  could  not  stand 
getting  wet,  for  they  "had  no  natvu-al  oil  to  their 
feathers.  _  ' 

At  this  stage  I  had  to  provide  222  large  stickle- 
backs daily  for  the  six  kingfishers,  who  -w^ere  now 
six  weeks  old,  and  I  could  see  it  was  high  time 
that  they  were  out  of  the  meat-safe.  Having  suc- 
ceeded so  far  with  my  experiment,  I  was  determined 
that  it  should  be  no  fault  of  mine  if  it  did  not  end 
successfuDy,  so  proceeded  to  make  a  very  nice 
out-of-door  aviary  for  my  pets  by  enclosing  some 
growing  withy-trees  and  a  small  stream  with  a 
waterfall  at  the  head.  This  made  a  very  pretty 
home,  and  by  the  time  a  few  extra  thick  shrubs 
were  planted  for  shelter  and  by  the  side  of  the  stream 
a  clump  or  two  of  sedges,  as  well  as  a  few  flowers, 
it  made  quite  a  pretty  water -garden,  taking  fifty 
yards  of  3ft.  by  |in.  mesh  wire  to  enclose  it. 

When  the  aviary  was  ready,  with  a  good  supply 
of  small  fish  swimming  about  in  the  fenced-off 
brook,  I  turned  the  kingfishers  out.  It  was  a  very 
exciting  time,  and  I  was  wondering  how  they  would 
get  on  in  their  natural  surroundings.  This  was 
quickly  answered,  for  they  had  not  been  turned  in 
many  minutes  before — plop,  plop,  plop,  and  six 
kingfishers  were  strugghng  in  the  stream.  They 
got  saturated  in  a  few  seconds,  and  consequently 
could  not  rise  again  from  the  warter,  and  although 
I  was  in  the  aviary  with  a  small  net  and  dipped 
them  out  immediately,  one  died  in  a  few  minutes, 
but  the  other  five  I  managed  to  bring  round  by 
putting  them  in  the  greenliouse  in  the  sun.  This 
did  se?m  strange  that  birds  of  this  species  should  be 
so  affected  in  their  early  days.  It  evidently  proves 
that  the  parent  birds  feed  their  young  for  a  long 
time  after  they  have  left  the  nest,  and  so  keep  them 
from  the  water  for  a  considerable  period.  It  is  my 
belief  that  Nature  provides  a  kingfisher  with  seven 
or  eight  young  ones  to  allow  for  the  losses,  as 
several  are  almost  always  drowned  when  learning 
to  dive.  l-il 

I  could  see  that  if  the  five  remaining  birds  were 
to  stay  in  the  aviary  the  water  would  have  to  be 
protected,  or  they  would  all  surely  perish  ;  so  I  had 
to  set  to  work  and  cover  the  whole  of  the  stream  and 
waterfall  with  green  gauze,  tying  small  weights  to 
the  underside  of  the  gauze,  and  so  causing  it  to  bag 
in  the  water,  which  made  several  shallow  pools 
above  it,  into  which  were  put  the  live  fish  ;  and  it 
was  not  many  days  before  my  pets'  feathers  became 
charged  with  natural  oil.  They  soon  became 
expert  divers,  and  on  July  18  I  removed  all  the 
gauze,  and  so  let  them  have  the  beat  of  the  whole 
stream  and  waterfall. 

My  well-earned  reward  for  all  my  trouble  was 
realised,  for  I  now  possessed  a  fine  picturesque 
aviary  set  with  five  amber  and  turquoise  gems  of 
the  purest  water,  and  my  only  duty  was  to  turn 
a  good  supply  of  live  fish  into  the  miniature  stream, 
and  could  then  sit  down  amongst  my  pets  and 
watch 

The  jealous  Halcyon  wheel  her  humble  flight 
And  hide  her  emesald  wing  my  reeds  among. 
Look  at  the  patient  fisher  on  yon  willow  branch 
near  the  little  waterfall !  The  tail  of  the  last  fish 
has  scarcely  disappeared  down  his  throat,  but  by 
the  poise  of  the  head  you  can  see  that  his  keen  and 
piercing  eye  has  caught  sight  of  another  innocent 
denizen  of  the  water,  and  with  lightning  flash  he 
strikes  the  water  and  the  spray  flies  up  all  round. 
His  aim  is  unerring,  and  in  a  second  he  is  back  on 
his  favourite  branch  again  with  a  wriggling  fish 
grasped  crosswise  in  his  long  and  pointed  beak  ; 
two  or  three  sharp  knocks  against  the  bough,  and 
the  fish  is  still,  and  with  an  upward  cast  of  the  head 


the  poor  httle  fish  disappears  head-first  "  from 
whence  no  traveller  e'er  returns,"  except  the  bony 
frame  in  a  small  parcel.  If  the  kingfisher  is  hungry 
— and  it  generally  is — this  will  be  repeated  very 
quickly,  for  I  have  seen  one  of  my  birds  take  four 
good-sized  sticklebacks  in  less  than  as  many  minutes. 
Their  appetite  is  enormous.  My  pets  when  full- 
grown  would  demolish  fifty  sticklebacks  each  a  day, 
averaging  18  grains,  and  as  a  kingfisher  weighs 
about  622  grains  (very  heavy  for  a  bird  of  its  size), 
if  you  would  like  to  keep  pace  with  this  aquatic 
alderman,  and  your  weight  is  eleven  stone,  you 
would  have  to  get  your  family  butcher  to  supply 
you  daily  with  more  than  two  sheep. 

Just  think  of  the  number  of  fish  the  parent  birds 
must  catch  for  themselves,  and,  perhaps,  si.K  or 
seven  ravenous  youngsters — not  less  than  250  fish  a 
day  between  them !  No  use,  my  followers  of  Izaak 
Walton,  to  come  home  with  an  empty  creel  and  the 
excuse  that  the  wind  is  too  easterly,  water  too  high 
or  off  colour,  will  be  in  good  condition  by  the  week- 
end— this  won't  do  ;  every  day  you  must  be  a 
"  cup  "  winner. 

Don't  you  think  that  this  bird  has-been  rightly 
named  the  king  (of)  fishers,  and  doesn't  this 
beautiful  bird,  adorned  with  colours  which  would 
seem  tq  belong  to  a  tropical  clime,  look  every  inch 
a  king  seated  on  its  throne  (for  a  throne  it  nearly 
always  is,  or  some  such  pcominent  position), 
resplendent  in  robes  of  the  most  gorgeous  lustre  ? 
and  as  our  late  Island  Poet  Laui-eate  has  it — 
.    .    .    .    a  halcyon  sits 

Patient — the  secret  splendour  of  the  brooks. 

— Tennyson's  "  Progress  of  Spring." 

Don't  imagine  you  have  seen  a  kingfisher  when 
you  have  gazed  on  one  in  a  glass  case,  for  they  soon 
lose  most  of  their  lovely  bloom,  so  quickly  does  it 
fade  after  death. 

The  kingfisher  is  a  very  solitary  bird  in  its  habits, 
and  you  seldom  see  two  together,  unless  in  the 
breeding  season.  One  will  take  possession  of  a 
stretch  of  water,  and  woe-betide  another  if  it  comes 
to  poach  on  his  beat .;  but  they  do  not  use  their 
formidable  bill  in  fighting,  as  one  would  imagine, 
but  settle  their  differences  with  their  wings,  as  a 
swan  does. 

When  the  young  can  fish  and  take  care  of  them- 
selves, the  parent  birds  soon  lose  their  maternal 
love  for  their  offspring,  and  drive  them  away  out  into 
the  cold  grey  world  to  seek  an  untenanted  brook  or 
lake.  This  migration  takes  place  in  the  autumn, 
and  this  is  why  at  that  time  of  the  year  the  king- 
fisher is  to  be  often  seen  on  the  seashore  fishing  in 
the  little  pools  left  by  the  receding  tide  ;  they  will 
at  such  times  eat  tiny  crabs. 

When  at  Ringwood  recently,  that  enthusiastic 
and  well-known  naturalist,  Mr.  G.  B.  Corbin,  told 
me  of  a  kingfisher  brought  to  him  that  was  knocked 
over  by  a  boy  with  a  stone,  and  he  noticed  the  tail 
of  a  fish  just  protruding  from  the  throat  of  the  bird, 
which  it  afterwards  transpired  was  the  tail  of  a 
pike  measuring  6in.  in  length  and  weighing  over 
half-an-ounce.  Are  you  ready  to  swallow  at  one 
go  a  lamb  and  a  half,  my  eleven-stone  human  friend  ? 

Now  a  word  for  the  protection  of  our  little 
feathered  fish-poachers.  Although  I  am  well 
aware  of  the  amount  of  food  it  requires,  the  question 
is.  Does  it  not  do  as  much  good  as  harm  on  a  trout 
preserve  ?  Almost  all  rivers  and  lakes  have  their 
complement  of  coarse  fish,  and  you  can  rest  assured 
that  the  kingfisher  takes  forty-nine  of  them  for 
every  trout.  Here  the  only  coarse  fish  we  have  are 
the  stickleback  and  miller's-thumb,  and  who  wants 
a  more  pugnacious  fish  for  its  size  than  the  stickle- 
back and  a  bullhead  as  an  ova  grubber  where  trout 
are  concerned  ?  I  am  quite  confident  that  the 
kingfisher's  fare  consists  almost  entirely  of  small 
coarse  fish,  water-beetles,  leeches,  scorpions,  dragon- 
fly and  other  larvae,  all  well-known  enemies  of  trout 
eggs  and  fry,  and  I  have  given  an  instance  of  the 
bird  killing  pike  up  to  6in.  in  length  ;  so  if  the 
kingfisher  takes  a  young  trout  in  return— surely 
very  moderate  wages  indeed — the  pike  would  have 
wanted  a  bigger  toll. 

How  many  pike  does  your  keeper  kill  during  the 
year  ?  Probably  your  feathered  friend  in  disguise 
would  beat  his  score  hollow,  and  yet  he  gets  a 
charge  of  shot  for  his  trouble  ;  and  as  trout-fry 
never  go  ia  shoals  it  is  not  possible  for  the  kingfisher 
to  thin  them  out  much,  as  the  bird  does  not  beat 
every  yard  of  the  stream  for  its  prey,  and  can  only 
find  suitable  diving  stages  at  some  distance  apart ; 
so  the  fish  must  come  to  the  kingfisher,  not  the  bird 
to  the  fish.  And,  finally,  if  you  have  a  stretch  of 
river  suitable  for  a  kingfisher  there  will  always  be 
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one  with  you.  Don't  think  by  destroying  it  that 
your  river  is  free,  for  it  will  not  be  for  many  days, 
another  will  soon  take  its  place,  and  this  would 
go  on  indefinitely.  I  know  a  keeper  who  shot 
sixteen  kingfishers  on  a  small  stream  within  a  few 
days  of  one  another,  and  still  one  came.  Now  he 
never  levels  his  gun  at  the  bird,  for  he  knows  it  will 
not  add  to  its  number. 

Are  you  hkely  to  get  a  flock  of  robins  in  your 
garden  ?  Oh,  no  !  your  sohtary  robin  will  see  to 
that.  And  so  will  your  sohtary  kingfisher  see  that 
he  reigns  supreme. 

The  only  place  in  which  a  kingfisher  cannot  be 
tolerated  is  in  an  artificial  fish  hatchery,  where 
there  is  nothing  else  but  thousands  of  trout-fry 
congregated  together. 

My  pet  kingfishers  by  the  end  of  the  summer  were 
taxing  my  spare  time  to  the  utmost  to  provide 
them  with  food.  The  sticklebacks  had  long  ceased 
to  congregate  for  spawning  purposes,  and  the 
majority  had  departed  for  their  winter  hybernation, 
which  made  it  impossible  to  catch  twenty  in  an  hour. 
This  compelled  me  to  go  back  to  cutting  up  larger 
fish,  a  tedious  game.  I  had  long  since  decided  not 
to  keep  the  birds  through  the  winter.  I  had  suc- 
ceeded in  rearing  kingfishers,  so  now  they  were 
welcome  to  their  hberty. 

For  a  few  weeks  I  let  them  get  wild,  by  not  going 
into  the  aviary  oftener  than  necessary,  and  on 
September  1  I  started  off  with  a  fishing  basket 
slung  over  my  shoulder,  not  filled  with  fishing  tackle 
as  usual,  but  with  perfect-plumaged  and  healthy 
kingfishers.  A  half -hour's  bicycle  ride  brought  me 
to  a  pretty  stream.  This  stream  contained  no 
fish  until  three  years  ago,  when  I,  with  the  help  of 
some  friends,  stocked  it,  and  now  I  have  stocked  it 
with  kingfishers  ;  for  I  opened  the  cover  of  the 
basket,  and  they  one  after  the  other  perched  on 
the  edge  for  a  second,  and  with  a  farewell  "  chit, 
chit,  chit,"  they  flashed  away  into  their  unlimited 
aviary. 


ANGLING  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

{From  the  "  Field.") 

Lamprey  on  Saimon  Fly. 
What  strikes  me  as  a  very  singular  incident 
occurred  to  me  recently  whilst  salmon  fishing  on 
the  Test.  There  may  be  nothing  in  it  after  all, 
but  the  facts  are  as  follows  :  I  was  using  a  big 
Thunder  and  Lightning,  having  tried  various  other 
flies  without  result.  A  fish  rose,  and  I  struck  him, 
and  landed,  or,  rather,  the  keeper  landed,  him,  a 
lamprey.  The  fish  was  18in.  long,  and  about  Iflb. 
in  weight.  It  was  in  tidal  water,  but  I  have  never 
heard  of  a  hke  catch  on  a  salmon  fly.— Charles  T. 
Penny  (Royal  Southampton  Yacht  Club). 

The  Indian  Weed  and  Silkworm  Gut. 
The  Indian  weed  referred  to  by  "  Z."  is  un- 
doubtedly bainy  fibre,  a  substitute  for  gut  used  by 
the  native  fishermen  in  Madras.  I  tried  this  fibre 
carefully  myself,  but  unfortunately  cannot  now  find 
the  notes  I  made  at  the  time.  As  far  as  I  recollect 
it  is  prepared  from  the  roots  of  some  kind  of  palm. 
It  is  very  strong,  but  more  opaque  than  gut,  being 
semi-transparent  and  yellowish  in  colour.  It  has 
to  be  carefully  soaked  before  use.  The  native 
fishermen  in  Madras  use  it  regularly,  both  for  sea 
and  freshwater  fishing.  Bainy  fibre  is  a  good  deal 
cheaper  than  gut,  and,  owing  to  its  texture,  is  more 
difficult  for  predaceous  fish  with  sharp  teeth  to 
bite  through. — Fleur-de-Lys. 


FEOM  MESSES.  FOSTER'S 
CATALOGUE. 


It  IS  a  mistake  to  describe  the  catfish  as  a  John 
iJory.  The  custom  to  do  so  exists  at  some  places, 
but  the  custom  has  arisen  from  hawkers  adopting 
the  name  to  facihtate  the  sale  of  a  most  palatable 
and  nutritious  fish  which  has  the  disadvantage  of 
a  name  which,  despite  Shakespeare's  philosophy 
eoncermng  the  rose,  prevents  it  from  "  smeUing  as 
sweet.  The  technical  name  of  Jolm  Dory,  or 
i^^'^^^Pory,  is  Zeus  faher,  a  yellow  fish  common  in 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  roimd  the  south-western 
coasts  of  England.  The  tradition  is  that  it  is  the 
fish  from  which  St.  Peter  took  the  stater,  and  in 
consequence  it  is  caUed  in  France  le  poisson  de 
eterre,  and  m  Gascon  the  golden  or  sacred  cock, 
meaning  St.  Peter's  cock.  Like  the  haddock,  it  has 
a  black  oval  mark,  said  to  be  the  finger  marks  of 
the  samt  when  he  held  the  fish  to  extract  the  coin. 
Unfortunately  for  the  truth  of  the  tradition,  how- 
ever, neither  the  haddock  nor  the  John  Dory  can 
live  m  fresh  water.  John  Dory  is  a  corruption  of 
laune  adoree,  the  adorable  or  sacred  yeUow  fish 


Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  are  noted  for  the 
originaUty  of  their  ideas.  They  were  the  furst  for 
many  years  to  give  excellent  coloured  represen- 
tations of  the  natural  ^ies  with  their  artificial  copies. 


fully  and  well  illustrated,  and  extends  to  over  200 
pages,  and  I  venture  to  suggest  that  it  is  worthy  a 
good  clear  index  at  the  beginning,  so  that  one  could 
readily  turn  to  any  special  article.  A  fine  catalogue 
like  this  without  a  good  general  index  is  hke 
a  ship  -ivithout  a  rudder.  Messrs.  Foster  send 
me  a  batch  of  unsolicited  testimonials,  received 
from  old  customers  in^all^^parts^of  ,the^United 


From  Messes.  Foster's  Catalogce. 

No.  1— Improved  "  Jardine  "  pike  live-bait  tackle,  price  6d.,  on  gimp  or  on  twisted  steel  wire.    No.  2—"  Abbey 
Mills  Spinuer."    No.  3— Soft  rubber  artificial  bait  to  mount  on  "  Abbey  Spinner  "  or  other 
spinner  for  natural  bait.    No.  4 — Prawn  tackle  on  best  salmon  gut. 


Enlaegbd  copr  of  Foster's 
RErsDEER  Hair  Floating  Flies. 


Foster's  Trout  Palmer. 


Foster's  Chub  Palmer. 


Their  plate  A  of  Duns  is  as  good  as  any  I  know, 
even  in  expensive  works  on  entomology.  Their 
series  of  duns— Blue,  Cock-winged,  Yellow,  Rusty 
Bodied,  and  Pale  Blue,  etc.— all  floaters,  and  made 
with  and  without  their  reindeer  hair,  are  well 
worth  the  attention  of  fly  fishers.  For  chub  and 
trout  their  Red  and  Black  double-hooked  Palmers, 
in  different  sizes,  are  very  deadly.  Their  catalogue  is 


Kingdom,  who  have  recently  purchased  goods 
I  never  saw  better  testimonials  as  to  the  quahty 
of  greanheart,  whole  cane,  and  other  rods.  At 
the  price — one  guinea — ^I  have  never  had  a  better 
rod  than  their  "  Dove  Dale  "  whole  cane,  steel- 
ribbed  rod.  I  can  fish  as  comfortably  and  well  with 
it  as  with  the  most  expensive  spht-cane  in  my  col- 
lection, English  or  American.  R.  B.  M. 
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APPENDICITIS. 


NEW  THEORY  OF  ITS  CAUSE— DANGER 
IN  VEGETABLES. 

[Peom  the  Daily  Mail  Correspondent.] 

"  Paris,  Wednesday,  July  4. 

"  The  question  as  to  whether  it  is  advisable  to 
operate  so  frequently  for  appendicitis  continues  to 
arouse  the  interest  of  French  physicians. 

"  M.  Blanchard,  a  shining  Ught  in  the  French 
medical  world,  now  comes  forward  with  a  startling 
new  theory  which  entirely  upsets  all  preconceived 
notions.  He  asserts — and  says  his  assertion  is 
backed  by  Professor  Metchnikoff,  of  the  Pasteur 
Institute— that  appendicitis  is  undoubtedly  caused 
by  intestinal  worms.  These  are  of  three  kinds,  and 
the  most  dangerous  is  that  known  as  the  trygo- 
cephal,  which  causes  the  sharp  pains  and  symptoms 
which  indicate  appendicitis. 

"  Microscopic  examination  in  every  case  of  appen- 
dicitis that  has  come  under  the  observation  of 
Professor  Blanchard  and  Professor  Metchnikoff 
has  revealed  the  presence  of  these  parasites  in  the 
appendix.  '  Appendicitis,'  says  Professor  Blan- 
chard, '  more  especially  occurs  during  the  hot 
weather,  and  although  not  contagious  or  infectious, 
it  frequently  assumes  the  character  of  an  epidemic 
in  certain  districts.' 

"  Now,  according  to  the  professor,  market 
gardens  in  the  neighbourhood  of  great  cities,  such 
as  Paris  and  London,  are  frequently  manured  and 
fertiUsed  by  the  deodorised  and  chemically  treated 
product  of  the  city  sewers.  In  these  market 
gardens  the  vegetables  are  forced,  and  examination 
shows  that  they  contain  numerous  intestinal  para- 
sites, and  especially  the  eggs  of  the  dreaded  try- 
gocephal. 

The  professor  says  that  a  surgical  operation 
for  appendicitis  is  absolutely  \mnecessary,  and 
that  it  should  never  be  performed  unless  some  hard 
substance,  such  as  a  cherry,  stone,  has  been  acci- 
dentally swallowed  by  the  patient.  He  urges 
legislation  to  forbid  the  use  of  deodorised  and 
chemically  treated  sewage  as  a  manure,  and  that 
thymol  should  be  extensively  used  against  intestinal 
worms. 

"  '  Appendicitis,'  adds  Professor  Blanchard, 
'when  not  the  consequence  of  the  accidental  swallow- 
ing of  some  hard  substance,  is  undoubtedly  caused 
by  the  parasite  to  be  found  in  cabbage,  turnips, 
carrots,  and  cauhflower.  The  danger  lie;  in  eating 
vegetables  that  have  been  forced  by  manures  or 
watered  by  contaminated  well  and  spring  water.'  '' 

[Anglers  are  of  course  well  aware  to  what  a  1  rge 
extent  vegetables  are  grown  on  sewage  farms.  My 
advice  is  to  have  them  well  boiled,  and  to  avoid 
all  raw  vegetables,  unless  you  know  where  they  are 
grown. — Ed.  F.G.} 


OVEE  ^400  OFFEEED  IN  PEIZES 
FOE  ESSAYS  IN  CONNECTION 
WITH  FISH  AND  FISHEEIES. 

INTERNATIONAL  FISHERY  CONGRESS— TO 
BE  HELD  AT  WASHINGTON,  D.C.,  U.S.A., 
SEPT.  22  TO  26,  1908. 

Announcement  of  Awards. — In  connfection 
with  the  Fourth  International  Fishery  Congress, 
which  will  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington  in  1908, 
there  have  been  arranged  a  number  of  competitive 
awards  for  the  best  or  most  important  investigations, 
discoveries,  inventions,  etc.,  relative  to  fisheries, 
aquiculture,  ichthyology,  fish  pathology,  and  related 
subjects  during  the  years  1906,  1907,  and  1908. 
The  awards  will  be  in  the  form  of  money  ;  and 
although  the  individual  amounts  are  not  large,  it 
is  hoped  that  the  conferring  of  the  awards  by  so 
representative  a  body  as  the  International  Fishery 
Congress  will  induce  many  persons  to  compete  and 
will  result  in  much  benefit  to  the  fisheries  and  fish 
culture. 

The  following  awards  have  thus  far  been  provided, 
and  others  may  be  announced  later  :  — 

1.  By  the  American  Fisheries  Society:  For  a 
paper  embodying  the  most  important  original 
observ^ations  and  investigations  regarding  the  cause, 
treatment,  and  prevention  of  a  disease  affecting  a 
species  of  fish  imder  cultivation,  $100  in  gold. 

2.  By  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
New  York  City :  For  an  original  paper  describing 


and  illustrating  by  specimens  the  best  method  of 
preparing  fish  for  museum  and  exhibition  purposes, 
$100  in  gold. 

3.  By  Forest  and  Stream,  New  York  City  ;  Mr. 
George  Bird  Grinnell,  editor  :  For  the  best  paper 
giving  description,  history  and  methods  of  adminis- 
tration of  a  water,  or  waters,  stocked  and  preserved 
as  a  commercial  enterprise,  in  which  angling  is  open 
to  the  public  on  payment  of  a  fee,  $50  in  gold. 

4.  By  the  Museum  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  New  York  ;  Mr.  F.  A. 
Lucas,  curator-in-chief  :  For  the  best  paper  setting 
forth  a  plan  for  an  educational  exhibit  of  fish, 
the  species  and  specimens  that  should  be  shown, 
the  method  of  arrangement,  and  suggestions  for 
making  such  an  exhibit  instructive  and  attractive, 
$100  in  gold. 

5.  By  the  New  York  Aquarium  (under  the 
management  of  the  New  York  Zoological  Society), 
New  York  City  ;  Mr.  Charles  H.  Townsend, 
director :  For  an  exposition  of  the  best  methods  of 
combating  fungus  disease  in  fish  in  captivity, 
$150  in  gold. 

6.  By  the  New  York  Botanical  Garden,  New 
York  City  ;  Dr.  N.  L.  Britton,  director  :  For  the 
best  essay  on  any  interrelation  between  marine 
plants  and  animals,  $100  in  gold. 

7.  By  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington, 
D.C.  :  For  the  best  essay  or  treatise  on  "  Inter- 
national regulations  of  the  fisheries  on  the  high 
seas,  their  history,  objects,  and  results,"  $200  in 
gold. 

8.  By  the  Fisheries  Company,  New  York  City, 
Mx.  Joseph  Wharton,  president :  For  the  best  essay 
treating  of  the  effects  of  fishing  on  the  abundance 
and  movements  of  surface-swimming  fish  which 
go  in  schools,  particularly  the  menhaden  and 
similar  species,  and  the  influence  of  such  fishing  on 
the  fish  which  may  prey  on  such  species,  $250 
in  gold. 

9.  By  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
Washington,  D.C.  :  For  a  report  describing  the 
most  useful  new  and  original  principle,  method,  or 
apparatus  to  be  employed  in  fish  culture  or  in 
transporting  live  fish  (competition  not  open  to 
etnployes  of  the  Bxu'eau),  $200  in  gold. 

10.  By  the  Wolverine  Fish  Company,  Detroit, 
Michigan :  For  the  best  plan  to  promote  the  white- 
fish  production  of  the  Great  Lakes,  $100  in  gold. 

11.  By  Mr.  Hayes  Bigelow,  Brattleboro,  Vermont, 
member  of  the  American  Fisheries  Society :  For 
the  best  demonstration,  based  on  original  investiga- 
tions and  experiments,  of  the  commercial  possibili- 
ties of  growing  sponges  from  eggs  or  cuttings,  $100 
in  gold. 

12.  By  Hon.  George  M.  Bowers.  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  Washington,  D.C.  :  For 
the  best  demonstration  of  the  efficacy  of  artificial 
propagation  as  applied  to  marine  fish,  $100  in  gold. 

13.  By  Dr.  H.  C.  Bumpus,  director  of  the  Ameri- 
can Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City : 
For  an  original  and  practical  method  of  lobster 
culture,  $100  in  gold. 

14.  By  Mr.  John  K.  Cheney,  Tarpon  Springs, 
Florida,  member  of  the  American  Fisheries  Society  : 
For  the  best  presentation  treating  of  the  methods 
of  the  world's  sponge  fisheries,  the  influence  of  such 
methods  on  the  supply  of  sponges,  and  the  most 
effective  means  of  conserving  the  sponge  grounds, 
$100  in  gold. 

15.  By  Prof.  Theodore  Gill,  honorary  associate 
in  zoology,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington, 
D.C.  :  For  the  best  methods  of  observing  the 
habits  and  recording  the  life  histories  of  fish,  with 
an  illustrative  example,  $100  in  gold. 

16.  By  Dr.  F.  M.  Johnson,  Boston,  Mass., 
member  of  the  American  Fisheries  Society :  For 
the  best  demonstration  of  the  comparative  value  of 
different  kinds  of  foods  for  use  in  rearing  young 
salmonoids,  taking  into  consideration  cheapness, 
availability,  and  potentiality,  $150  in  gold. 

17.  By  the  New  York  Academy  of  Sciences,  New 
York  City ;  Dr.  N.  L.  Britton,  president :  For 
the  most  important  contribution  submitted  for 
competition  and  not  provided  for  in  any  of  the 
above  mentioned  prizes,  $100  in  gold. 

Conditions  Governing  Competition. 

(1)  Any  person,  association,  or  company  may 
compete  for  any  of  the  awards. 

(2)  Each  competitor  shall,  before  July  15,  1908, 
notify  the  general  secretary  of  the  Congress  as  to 
the  particular  award  for  which  he  competes  ;  and 
he  shall  duly  qualify  himself  as  a  member  of  the 
Congress. 


(3)  Each  paper  or  exhibit  offered  in  competition 
shall  be  in  the  custody  of  the  general  secretary  on 
the  day  of  opening  of  the  Congress. 

(4)  Papers  may  be  written  in  English,  French, 
German,  or  Italian. 

(5)  Each  device,  apparatus,  process,  or  method 
for  which  an  award  is  asked  shall  be  represented 
by  a  sample,  a  model,  or  an  illustrated  description  ; 
and  each  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  complete  state- 
ment of  the  points  for  which  an  award  is  asked. 

(6)  The  Congress  reserves  the  right  to  publish, 
prior  to  their  publication  elsewhere,  any  papers  sub- 
mitted in  competition,  whether  or  not  such  papers 
receive  awards  ;  provided,  however,  that  in  the 
event  of  the  Congress  having  failed  to  publish 
within  six  months  after  the  session,  an  author  will 
be  at  liberty  to  publish  when  and  where  he  may 
elect. 

Making  of  the  Awards. 

(1)  The  papers,  appliances,  exhibits,  etc.,  sub- 
mitted in  competition  for  awards  will  be  examined 
by  an  international  board  to  be  designated  by  the 
president  of  the  International  Fishery  Congress. 

(2)  The  board  will  determine  the  competitors  who 
are  entitled  to  awards,  and  the  decisions  of  the 
board  will  be  final. 

(3)  The  board  may  call  before  it,  in  order  to 
obtain  additional  information  when  desirable, 
persons  who  may  have  entered  the  competition, 
and  also  other  persons. 

(4)  The  board  may,  at  its  discretion,  withhold 
the  award  in  any  case  if  in  its  judgment  no  suffi- 
ciently worthy  competition  is  presented  ;  and  it 
may  divide  an  award  if  there  are  two  competitions 
that  it  deems  of  equal  merit. 

(5)  The  board  will  make  its  report  to  the  Congress 
not  later  than  the  day  preceding  final  adjournment. 

(6)  The  awards  will  be  announced  at  a  session  of 
the  Congress,  and  each  award  will  be  accompanied 
by  a  special  certificate  or  diploma  suitably  inscribed 
and  bearing  the  signatures  of  the  officers  of  the 
Congress. 

For  the  Committee  of  Organisation : 
President :   Hermon  C.  Bumpus, 

Director,  American  Museum  of  Natural  History, 

New  York,  N.Y. 
General  Secretary :  Hugh  M.  Smith, 

Deputy  United  States  Commissioner  of  Fisheries. 

Issued  at  Washington,  D.C,  U.S.A., 
June  15,  1906. 

Address  communications  to  the  General  Secretary, 
United  States  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  Washington, 
D.C,  U.S.A. 


THE  BASS. 

{Lupus  labraz.) 

[From    the    revised    edition    of    "The  Sea- 
flshebman,"  by  the  late  j,  c.  wilcocks.] 


{Continued  from  Vol.  LII.,  page  463.) 

The  bass,  or  salmon-bass,  as  it  is  frequently  called, 
is  of  a  dark  blue  on  the  back,  which  changes  to  a 
silvery  white  on  the  side  and  belly,  and  has  a  general 
resemblance  in  the  eyes  of  a  cursory  observer  to 
the  salmon,  although  of  quite  a  different  family — 
namely,  the  perch.  It  is  seen  in  large  shoals  in  the 
mouths  of  rivers  and  harbours  and  off  headlands  of 
the  English  and  French  coasts,  and  attains  to  a 
considerable  size,  sometimes  as  much  as  151b. 

These  fish  generally  show  themselves  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  at  the  end  of  April  or  beginning 
of  May,  after  which  time  they  may  be  taken  by 
fly-fishing,  ground  fishing,  and  drift-line  fishing. 

Fly-fishing  for  bass  will  naturally  recommend 
itself  to  those  who  have  been  used  to  this  method 
in  fresh  water,  being  identical  in  practice,  except 
that  it  is  usually  from  a  boat 

Any  of  the  smaller  kind  of  salmon  flies  will 
answer  for  this  sport,  or  very  simple  flies  may  be 
made  by  tying  a  pair  of  wings  cut  from  a  white 
goose  feather  on  a  white  hook,  with  or  without  a 
body  of  red  worsted.  Two  of  these  flies  should  be 
fastened,  one  to  the  end  and  the  other  two  feet 
above,  on  a  bottom  or  collar  of  the  best  salmon  gut, 
five  feet  in  length,  two-thirds  double  twisted  and 
one-third  single.  WTiite  flies  with  silver  bodies  are 
also  very  killing,  or  a  parchment  fish,  two  inches 
long. 

Two  or  three  small  mother-of-pearl  fish,  one  and 
a  half  inches  in  length,  are  also  used,  made  out  of 
card  counters,  but  they  fall  more  heavily  on  the 
water  than  flies,  for  which  reason  the  flies  are 
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preferable  ;  sometimes  a  small  piece  of  the  white 
'  skin  of  the  belly  of  the  bass  :  the  truth  is  that  the 
fish,  being  of  a  ravenous  and  rapacious  character, 
get  so  excited  as  to  dash  at  any  bright  object  in 
rapid  motion. 

At  certain  times  of  tides,  frequently  for  days 
together,  these  fish  rise  to  the  surfac9  in  immense 
quantities,  and  may  then  be  taken  by  rowing  to 
•windward  of  the  shoal,  and  casting  the  flies  or  other 
baits  amongst  them,  drawing  the  line  quickly 
through  the  shoal  of  fish  by  short  jerks,  which  will 
give  a  lifelike  appearance  to  the  flies. 

A  gafE-hook  or  short-handled  landing-net  is 
frequently  required  to  get  your  fish  on  board,  as 
you  sometimes  hook  them  of  more  than  ten  pounds 
in  weight :  those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  the 
management  of  a  boat  will  require  a  boatman,  as 
they  will  find  enough  to  do  to  handle  a  rod. 

During  a  fresh  breeze  against  the  tide  is  the  most 
favourable  time  for  this  sport,  as  it  will  render 
effectual  aid  in  maintaining  your  position.  Whilst 
waiting  for  the  fish  to  show  themselves,  you  may 
row  up  and  down  with  the  rod  leaning  over  the  side 
of  the  boat,  and  you  will  take  whiting-pollack  as 
well  as  bass  whilst  so  doing,  also  perchance  a 
mackerel,  but  immediately  you  perceive  the  fish  on 
the  surface,  row  to  windward  and  cast  the  line  as 
before. 

It  may  be  imagined  by  those  imacquainted  with 
the  habits  of  this  fish,  that  it  would  be  just  as 
effectual  to  row  the  boat  through  the  shoal  with  the 
line  trailing  astern  as  to  cast  the  line  with  the  rod 


to  the  fish  ;  this  is  not  the  case,  however,  as  they  are 
of  a  shy  nature,  and  immediately  sLok  at  the 
approach  of  the  boat ;  whereas  in  the  latter  case 
they  take  the  bait  before  the  boat  arrives  sufficiently 
near  to  alarm  them.  You  will  generally  find  some 
gulls  hovering  over  the  shoal,  which  will  serve  to 
point  out  its  locality,  if  you  are  not  near  enough  to 
perceive  the  fish  ;  and  this  fact  of  the  birds  accom- 
panying the  bass  arises  from  the  fish  piu'suing  the 
sand-eels  to  the  surface,  when  the  guUs  hasten  to 
share  the  repast. 

Ground  Fishing-  fop  Bass. 

The  Ledger  Line.— There  are  several  methods  of 
ground  fishing  for  bass,  of  which  the  following  is 
very  useful,  as  it  can  be  practised  from  on  shore 
with  very  simple  tackle  : — 

Procure  a  strong  fine  whiting-lme  and  a  leaden 
plummet  one  pound  in  weight,  which  must  be  of 
a  flattened  form  to  prevent  rolling,  also  a 
piece  of  an  elder  branch  two  inches  in  length  and 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  bore  out  the 
pith,  and  make  a  groove  roimd  the  middle. 

Take  a  cod-hook,  one  and  a  quarter  inch  from 
point  to  shank,  and  having  cut  off  a  piece  of  line 
fifteen  iaches  in  length,  make  a  knot  on  the  end 
and  lay  it  on  the  inside  of  the  hook,  half  an  inch 
below  the  flattened  top  ;  now  bind  the  hook  and 
piece  of  line  firmly  together  with  some  fine  brass  or 
copper  wire,  and  hooking  it  over  a  nail  or  some  firm 
object,  continue  to  wind  the  wire  round  it  close 
together  over  the  whole  piece  of  line,  which  will  have 


the  appearance  of  a  harp  or  violoncello  string,  pass 
the  end  round  the  piece  of  elder  wood  in  the  groove, 
and  bind  it  fast  with  some  thread,  waxed  with 
shoemaker's  wax ;  make  a  knot  on  your  line 
eighteen  inches  from  the  end,  and  sliding  up  the 
piece  of  wood  secure  it  by  another  knot  below  ;  it 
will  now  revolve  round  the  line  by  the  wash  of 
the  water,  and  keep  the  hook  clear,  in  which 
the  wire,  by  stiffening  the  snooding,  will  much 
assist. 

The  chief  baits  I  can  recommend  for  this  fishing 
are  squid  and  cuttle-fish,  which  are  very  similar  to 
each  other  and  very  tough,  so  that  there  is  little 
fear  of  their  falling  off  the  hook  ;  they  are  to  be 
procured  from  the  fishermen.  To  bait,  cut  a  piece 
three  inches  in  length  by  one  and  a  half  in  breadth, 
pass  the  hook  through  once,  turn  it  over  and  pass 
the  hook  through  a  second  time  The  illustration 
shows  a  ledger-lead,  trace,  and  baited  hooks. 
Living  or  dead  sand-eels  are  also  good  as  bait,  as 
well  as  the  soft  crab. 

The  lead  is  fastened  securely  to  the  end  of  the 
line  by  a  piece  of  leather,  which  will  not  chafe 
through  on  the  bottom ;  or  this  part  of  the  line 
may  be  served  round  with  wire.  To  set  the  line, 
swing  it  to  and  fro,  and  cast  it  from  you  as  far  as 
possible.  The  most  likely  place  to  take  bass  in  this 
manner  is  in  the  mouth  of  a  river  or  harbour,  or 
near  to  it,  off  a  pier-head  or  an  open  shingly  beach, 
or  from  a  point  of  rock  whence  you  may  cast  your 
line  so  that  it  may  rest  on  a  gravelly  or  sandy 
bottom  ;  the  river's  mouth  is  generally  to  be  pre- 


ferred. On  a  bottom  of  smooth  sand  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  drive  a  three-inch  naU  through  the  lead, 
thus  converting  it  into  a  kind  of  anchor. 

If  two  lines  are  used,  let  the  lead  of  one  be  half  a 
pound  heavier  than  that  of  the  other,  and  cast  the 
heavier  up  and  the  lighter  down  the  tide,  by 
which  means  they  will  the  better  keep  clear  of  each 
other 

In  order  that  the  bait  may  not  slide  down  in  a 
bunch  on  the  bend  of  the  hook,  I  frequently  lash  on 
a  pin,  bent  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  at  the 
back  of  the  hook,  and  passing  this  pin  through  the 
top  of  the  bait,  all  is  kept  snug  in  its  required 
position.  In  throwing  out  these  lines  a  stout 
stick  (longer  than  the  snood)  is  often  used,  having 
a  notch  in  the  end  into  which  the  line  is  placed  just 
above  the  lead,  which  may  then  be  thrown  without 
risk  of  the  hooks  catching  the  fingers.  A  couple  of 
joints  of  an  old  fishing-rod,  with  a  forked  wood  plug 
at  the  end,  make  an  excellent  throwLng-stick. 
This  kind  of  throwing-stick  is  in  frequent  use  at 
Lowestoft. 

Every  few  minutes  you  should  haul  up  and  clear 
off  any  drifting  weed  which  may  have  become 
attached  to  your  lines. 

The  bass  feed  best  in  rough  weather  and  disturbed 
water,  and  will  approach  the  shore  when  the  waves 
are  breaking  six  or  seven  feet  high  ;  in  fact,  in  fine 
bright  clear  weather  it  is  a  loss  of  time  to  try  for 
them,  but  when  the  weather  is  rough  and  squally, 
and  it  is  not  prudent  to  venture  afloat,  this  sport 
may  be  followed  with  much  success. 


On  open  exposed  shores  it  frequently  happens  that 
even  in  fine  weather  there  is  a  considerable  sur'  on 
the  beach  ;  if,  therefore,  there  be  any  favourable 
point  of  rock  or  steep  part  of  the  beach  from  which 
you  may  cast  your  line  clear  of  the  breakers  you 
will  have  a  reasonable  chance  of  sport. 

Bass  and  other  fish  seek  out  the  mouths  of  rivers 
along  the  coast ;  always  therefore  give  these  spots 
a  trial  Spring  tides  generally  answer  best,  and 
from  half  flood  to  half  ebb.  If  there  is  much 
floating  weed,  from  half  an  hour  before  to  half  an 
hour  after  high  water  will  alone  suit,  but,  if  abun- 
dant, even  in  this  short  time  many  may  be  landed. 

When  fishing  with  two  lines  be  careful  to  secure 
one  whilst  you  hold  the  other,  or  you  will  very  likely 
lose  your  tackle  if  you  hook  a  large  fish. 

If  you  are  likely  to  follow  this  kind  of  fishing 
much,  I  would  recommend  you  to  procure  a  piece 
of  holly  or  beech  wood,  eighteen  inches  long  and  an 
inch  in  diameter,  shod  with  an  iron  point  at  the 
bottom,  and  having  a  ring  or  ferrule  at  the  top  ; 
this  you  can  drive  into  the  sand  or  shingle,  and 
wind  the  line  on  when  yoi'  give  up  your  sport.  I 
do  not  recommend  more  than  one  hook  for  each 
line,  unless  you  use  a  throwing-stick,  in  which  case 
a  second  may  be  placed  eighteen  inches  above  the 
first,  which  should  be  attached  a  foot  only  above 
the  lead.  Nos.  4  and  5  for  ground  fishing 
with  squid  or  cuttle  bait ;  with  smaller  hooks. 
No.  8,  you  may  bait  with  a  sand-eel  and  use 
half  a  dozen  hooks,  but  the  squid  and  cuttle  are 
most  to  be  depended  on.  Too  much  caution  caimot 
be  observed  in  throwing  out,  many  painful  accidents 
having  occurred  from  want  of  it. 

The  Bulter,  Trot,  or  SpiUer.  —  Supposing 
you  wish  to  put  more  hooks,  you  must  make  a  trot, 
bulter,  or  spiller  (for  by  all  these  names  is  it  known), 
which  may  be  set  at  low  water,  or  with  the  help  of  a 
boat,  the  hooks  not  to  be  nearer  than  six  and  a  half 
feet  to  each  other,  and  tied  to  strong  fishing  line 
three  feet  in  length  ;  these  are  to  be  finnly  fastened 
to  the  main  line,  which  should  be  a  strong  cord  or 
small  rope,  nearly  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  to 
each  end  of  this  a  cork  line  should  be  attached,  if 
you  desire  to  raise  it  in  a  boat. 

In  positions  where  you  have  plenty  of  space,  it  is 
often  more  advantageous  to  place  your  hooks  on  the 
main  or  back  line,  as  much  as  twelve  feet  apart, 
which  will  enable  you  to  cover  a  far  greater  extent 
of  ground  ;  in  a  harbour's  mouth,  nine  feet  may  be 
a  good  distance.  All  must  depend  on  the  space 
you  desire  to  cover.  In  shooting  these  lines,  a 
common  arrangement  is  to  place  the  hooks  all  along 
the  boat's  gunwale,  commencing  close  behind  the 
after  rowlock,  and  continuing  backwards,  the  hooks 
not  quite  touching  each  other.  Placing  the  first 
stone  overboard,  the  hooks  will  follow  each  other 
as  you  puU  along,  and  the  line  shoot  itself. 

In  a  sandy  cove  between  the  rocks,  you  may 
suspend  it  from  the  sides  with  advantage,  as  bass 
frequent  such  places  on  a  flowing  tide.  Very  long 
lines  of  this  kind  are  used  by  the  fishermen  for  cod, 
conger,  turbot,  plaice,  etc.,  sometimes  with  nearly  a 
thousand  hooks.  Some  boats  carry  twelve  miles  of 
these  long  lines,  which  are  set  in  deep  water  at 
great  distances  from  the  shore. 

On  a  flat  sandy  shore,  a  bulter  may  be  set  at  low 
water  and  examined  on  the  succeeding  tide  ;  sand- 
eels  or  mackerel  are  here  the  best  baits. 

The  most  killing  method  of  taking  bass  with  which 
I  am  acquainted  is  to  bait  a  trot  with  living  sand- 
eels,  as  for  pollack,  No.  10  hooks,  not  coiling  down 
the  trot,  but  dropping  every  hook  into  the  water  as 
soon  as  baited. 

Trot  Basket  and  Hook  Holder.— These  form  a 
very  useful  combination  for  keeping  a  trot  or  spiller 
in  good  order.  The  line  is  dropped  into  the  basket, 
and  the  hooks  are  passed  over  the  holder,  which 
should  consist  of  a  piece  of  tough  ash  a  foot  long,  sawn 
down  nine  inches,  the  two  arms  of  which  are  to  be 
rounded  sufficiently  to  admit  the  hooks,  which 
having  been  inserted  until  the  holder  is  full,  they 
are  to  be  brought  together  with  a  clove  hitch  of  the 
line  to  keep  the  hooks  in  their  place.  "^VTien  one 
holder  is  fvill,  place  It  on  the  line  in  the  basket  aitd 
fix  a  second  in  the  vricker  work  at  the  side.  A 
basket  fifteen  inches  wide  and  ten  deep  is  a  con- 
venient size  for  a  small  trot,  but  a  bulter  or  conger- 
trot,  if  of  any  considerable  length,  requires  a  larger 
basket.  In  Scotland  and  Ireland  a  basket  of  a 
scoop  or  coal-scuttle  form  is  used,  and  some  grass 
being  laid  flat  on  the  fore  part,  the  baited  hooks  are 
arranged  thereon  in  regular  rows,  and  the  line  coiled 
away  behind  it.  Fasten  a  fig-drum  in  the  centre  of 
the  basket  for  the  baited  hodiOB. 
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"  The  Outhaul"  Bulter.— At  low- water  time  put 
down  an  anchor  or  very  heavy  stone  as  far  as 
convenient,  or  drive  in  a  post  if  the  ground  will 
admit,  and  make  fast  a  three-inch  block,  spliced 
to  a  piece  of  strong  rope  a  yard  or  two  in  length. 
Let  your  line  be  of  the  size  of  a  third  of  an  inch  thick, 
and  double  the  length  required  to  reach  from  just 
above  high-water  mark  to  the  block ;  make  fast 
sufficient  cod-hooks,  in  size  IJin.  across  from  point 
to  shank,  to  pieces  of  strong  whiting-line  four  feet 
long,  and  secure  them  to  the  main  line  at  not  less 
than  eight  feet  apart,  and  reeving  the  line  through 
the  block,  carry  both  ends  up  above  high-water 
mark,  and  make  fast  to  another  post,  which  will 
enable  yon  to  haul  in  or  out  at  pleasure  :  bait  with 
pieces  of  squid  or  cuttle-fish,  pilchard  or  mackerel, 
or  sand-eels — I  prefer  the  two  former. 

If  you  wish  your  tackle  available  at  all  times, 
make  a  separate  bulter  half  the  length  of  the  out- 
haul, to  which  you  must  join  it,  and  in  that  case 
you  may  leave  down  the  outhaul  continually.  Five 
feet  nearer  to  the  block  than  the  outermost  hook 
lash  on  a  stout  piece  of  stick  six  inches  long,  to 
prevent  the  snooding  of  that  hook  choking  the 
block. 

This  outhaul  bulter  must  be  used  when  the  water 
is  free  from  floating  weed,  which  would  probably 
choke  the  block  ;  at  such  times  fish  only  with  the 
ledger  lines.  If  you  have  plenty  of  bait,  you  may  of 
course  use  more  hooks. 

Should  you  leave  this  line  down  after  dark,  you 
will  also  take  conger,  and  if  you  do  so  use  stout 
double  snooding,  which  should  be  traced  ovar  with 
hemp. 

(To  be  continued.) 


have  begun.  But  I  would  strongly  advise  the 
begiimer  who  has  not  yet  accustomed  himself  to 
any  other  style  to  try  the  method  depicted  in  Fig.  7. 
Here  the  reel  is  placed  tvith  the  handles  on  the 
left  side,  the  rod  is  grasped  below  the  reel,  and  the 
ball  of  the  thumb  rests  partly  on  the  butt  of  the 
rod  and  partly  on  the  rim  of  the  reel.  When  it  is 
desired  to  release  the  reel  for  the  cast,  the  ball  of 
the  thumb  is  raised  by  the  merest  fraction  of  an 
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{Continued  from  page  10.) 
The  LnTB. 

Lastly,  we  have  to  consider  the  line  best  suited 
for  casting  from  the  reel.  For  light  ledger  and 
float  fishing  the  finest  possible  undressed  silk  line 
should  be  used.  I  have  gradually  descended  to  a 
No.  000  line  for  this  purpose  when  fishing 
in  waters  with  a  clear  bottom  where  the 
fish  do  not  run  large,  but  the  beginner  who 
is  not  fairly  certain  of  his  ability  to  avoid 
"  overrunning  "  will  do  well  to  content  himself 
at  first  with  a  No.  0  or  No.  1  line.  It  should  be 
well  rubbed  with  vaseline  or  "  Gishurstine  "  im- 
mediately before  use  to  prevent  it  from  becoming 
saturated,  and  should  be  carefully  dried  after  use. 
This  is  especially  important  in  the  case  of  very  fine 
lines  in  which  the  margin  of  strength  is  so  narrow 
that  the  slightest  suspicion  of  decay  makes  all  the 
difference. 

For  spinning  and  heavy  float-fishing  something 
slightly  stouter  is  desirable,  but  even  here  I  would 
fix  the  limit  at  a  No.  2  line. 

The  retarding  influence  of  a  coarse  or  heavy  line 
on  the  flight  of  the  bait  is  far  greater  than  would 
be  credited  by  those  who  have  never  made  careful 
comparative  tests,  and  it  becomes  specially  notice- 
able when  casting  into  or  across  the  wind,  or  with 
light  weights  of  ^z.  or  under. 

Moreover,  the  use  of  a  very  Ught  line  permits 
one  to  use  a  reel  of  smaller  diameter,  with  a  relatively 
large  barrel.  The  3in.  "  Aerial,"  for  instance,  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  much  better  casting  instrument  than 
the  4in.,  but  its  fine  capacity  is  totally  inadequate 
for  any  but  the  finer  sizes. 

And  now,  enough — perhaps  more  than  enough — 
having  been  said  about  the  tackle,  it  remains  to 
describe  how  best  to  use  it. 

>  In  the  first  place,  the  art  of  casting  from  the  reel 
is  better  practised  apart  from  the  pursuit  of  fishing. 
Much  vexation — and  profanity  from  neighbouring 
anglers — will  be  avoided  by  following  this  advice. 
The  would-be  caster  had  best  repair  to  some  roomy 
lawn  or  meadow,  far  from  the  unsympathetic  crowd, 
and  there  practise  diligently  till  he  can  throw  a 
|oz.  paternoster  bullet  into  an  outspread  newspaper 
25  yards  away,  four  casts  out  of  five. 

Position  of  the  Reel. 
The  first  point  to  decide  is  the  position  of  the 
reel.  Some  prefer  to  place  it  behind  the  hand  and 
apply  the  check  with  the  little  finger.  Others 
place  the  reel  in  front  of  the  hand  and  use  the  fore- 
finger as  a  cheek.  Anglers  who  have  acquired 
some  degree  of  proficiency  in  either  of  these 
methods  may  perhaps  do  well  to  go  on  as  they 


Fig.  7. 

inch,  while  in  order  to  check  the  reel  it  is  lowered 
till  the  rim  can  just  be  felt  revolving — no  more. 
The  advantage  of  this  method  is  that  the  whole  of 
the  fingers  and  all  but  the  top  joint  of  the  thumb 
are  at  hberty  to  grasp  and  direct  the  rod  ;  the 
upward  and  downward  motion  of  the  thumb  is 
nearly  automatic,  and  there  is  no  groping  about 
to  catch  the  rim  of  the  reel ;  the  pressure  of  the 
thumb,  too,  can  be  graduated  to  a  nicety.  This 
method  has,  it  is  true,  one  drawback.  In  order  to 
reel  in,  the  rod  has  to  be  turned  rings  up  and  the 
handles  have  to  be  turned  towards  the  body  instead 
of  away  from  it.  But  it  is  surprising  how  soon  one 
can  accustom  oneself  to  this  reversal  of  the  usual 
order  of  things,  and  by  holding  the  rod  with  the 
rings  uppermost  the  angler  is  able  to  distribute  the 
Ime  much  more  evenly  on  the  barrel  of  the  reel. 
This  is  a  most  important  factor  in  long  casting,  and 
men  who  cast  from  the  reel  at  tournaments  are  so 
convinced  of  its  importance  that  they  will  spend 
several  minutes  in  reeling  in,  so  as  to  make  certain 
that  the  line  is  distributed  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  best  weight  to  begin  with  is  a  ^oz.  paternoster 
lead  tied  at  the  end  of  the  line,  and  allowed  to  hang 
about  ift.  below  the  point  of  the  rod.  Stand  with 
the  left  shoulder  pointing  in  the  direction  towards 
which  you  are  about  to  cast,  and  hold  the  rod  at  an 
angle  of  about  45  deg.  with  the  arm  slightly  bent. 

The  Cast. 

Fig.  8  shows  the  relative  positions  of  the  rod 
and  angler's  feet  at  the  beginning  and  the  end  of 
the  cast.    The  angler  stands  at  A,  facing  the 


a  definite  mark  he  will  soon  be  able  to  decide  this 
question  for  himself.  If  the  reel  is  released  too 
soon  the  bait  will  travel  towards  E,  if  too  late  it 
will  fall  somewhere  near  F. 

When  it  is  desired  to  cast  towards  E  or  F  the 
body  should  be  shifted  till  the  left  shoulder  points 
in  the  required  direction.  This  is  better  than 
changing  the  point  of  release,  for  it  is  important 
that  the  rod  should  describe  a  complete  semicircle 
at  least  before  the  reel  is  let  go. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  attempt  long  casts  at  first. 
The  chief  object  to  aim  at  is  accurate  direction 
The  rod  should  be  brought  round  with  a  gentle 
even  sweep,  slow  at  first,  then  gradually  swifter  as 
the  arm  comes  forward.  Anything  in  the  nature  of 
a  jerk  should  be  religiously  avoided.  For  casts  of 
ordinary  length  very  Uttle  muscular  effort  is  needed 
The  sprmg  of  the  rod  Avill  do  most  of  the  work. 

Using  the  tackle  akeady  described,  the  beginner 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  learning  to  cast  a  bullet 
down  or  across  the  wind  with  fair  accuracy  after  an 
hour  or  two's  practice.  The  checking  of  the  reel 
under  these  conditions  is  a  fairly  simple  matter.  If 
the  cast  be  made  without  jerkiness  I  find  that  the 
Facile  "  reel  only  needs  checking  just  before  the 
buUet  drops,  while  the  "Aerial"  requires  to  be 
steadied  by  a  very  slight  pressure  of  the  thumb  when 
the  bullet  has  travelled  about  one-third  of  its  course. 

Casting  Against  the  Wind. 

When,  however,  we  come  to  substitute  a  hghter 
and  bulkier  object  m  place  of  the  bullet  and  try  to 
cast  It  into  the  teeth  of  the  wind  mstead  of  down  or 
across  it,  the  difficulty  of  making  a  long  and  accurate 
cast  is  greatly  increased. 

The  following  diagram  (Fig.  9)  shows  approxi- 


FiG.  8. 

spectator,  and  is  about  to  cast  towards  C.  The 
rod  is  held  pointing  towards  B,  it  is  brought  round 
with  a  circular  and  upward  sweep,  and  when  the 
point  reaches  E  (or  thereabouts)  the  reel  is  released 
and  the  bait  ffies  out  towards  G.  I  say  "  or  there- 
abouts "  because  the  precise  point  at  which  the 
reel  should  be  let  go  varies  with  the  weight  to  be 
cast  and  the  sensitiveness  of  the  reel.  But  if  the 
beginner  takes  the  advice  given  above  and  aims  at 


Fig.  9. 

mately  the  result  of  three  casts  made  with  equal  force, 
but  under  different  conditions.  .4  .B  C  is  the  course 
followed  by  a  bullet  cast  down  the  wind  :  A  B  D,  the 
course  of  the  same  bullet  cast  against  the  wind  ;  and 
ABE  shows  the  effect  of  adding  a  large  pike  float 
to  the  line  wlion  casting  against  the  wind. 

It  will  be  seen  that  while  in  each  of  the  throe 
casts  the  bullefc  starts  at  the  same  speed,  in  the  two 
latter  instances  it  rapidly  loses  way.  The  reel,  on 
the  other  hand,  starts  and  continues  to  revolve  at 
the  same  speed  in  all  three  cases.  Manifestly, 
therefore,  in  cast  A  B  D,  and  still  more  in  cast 
ABE,  the  reel  will  tend  to  overtake  the  bullet  and  to 
produce  "  overrunning  "  unless  judiciously  checked. 
It  is  in  the  application  of  just  sufficient  check  to 
prevent  "  overrunning,"  and  yet  not  enough  to 
retard  the  flight  of  the  bullet,  that  the  whole  art  and 
difficulty  of  casting  from  the  reel  consists.  Constant 
practice  alone  will  supply  the  necessary  skill.  The 
beginner  ought,  therefore,  to  cast  up  and  down  the 
wind  alternately,  as  though  fishing  on  either  side  of 
a  boat  which  is  being  rowed  in  mid-stream. 

In  the  old  Nottingham  reel  provision  was  made  for 
meeting  the  difficulty  alluded  to  above  by  means  of 
a  nut  on  the  spindle,  which  could  be  screwed  in  or 
out  in  order  to  make  the  reel  run  more  or  less  freely 
as  desired.  The  same  provision  is  still  made  in  some 
modem  sea  reels  and  in  Washburn's  "  Facile."  But 
most  of  the  high-class  modern  Nottingham  reels 
intended  for  fresh-water  fishing  are  made  on  the 
"  centre-pin  "  principle,  which  gives  no  control  over 
the  freedom  of  running. 

Casting  of  Light  Weights. 
In  casting  very  light  weights,  of  a  Joz.  and  under, 
the  rod  should  be  held  in  the  right  hand,  as  shown  in 
Fig.  7,  and  the  tip  of  the  middle  finger  of  the  left 
hand  placed  on  the  lower  edge  of  the  reel.  At  the 
moment  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand  is  raised  to 
release  the  reel  the  rim  should  be  spun  forwards  by 
the  finger  of  the  left  hand.  Care  must  be  taken 
not  to  overdo  this,  otherwise  the  reel  will  begin  to 
overruui  before  the  bullet  has  gathered  way.  The 
casting  of  very  Ught  weights,  however,  is  not  at  all 
easy,  though  exceedingly  useful  when  using  light 
float  tackle,  spinning  with  small  and  light  baits. 

Lastly,  a  good  reel  should  be  kept  well-oiled.  This 
is  best  done  at  home,  with  good  olockmaker's  oil. 
On  occasion  I  have  used  butter  from  my  sandwiches 
as  a  substitute.  But  it  is  not  so  good — ^not  even 
when,  like  the  Mad  Hatter,  one  uses  "the  best 
butter." 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

BejporU  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrvue  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,    „   Putney.  AH,tJ"5   >«    >>  Richmond. 

45    „     „    Hammersmith.    -^"'"jgO   „     „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddiugton. 

EXAJIPLE, — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  Loudon  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     July  14    7.44    8.10 

Sunday,         „     15    8.38    9.10 

Monday,        „     16    9.44    10.18 

Tuesday,        „     17    10.51    11.23 

Wednesday,    ,,     18    11.52    — 

Thursday,      „     19    0.18    0.42 

Friday,         ,,     20    1.4    1.25 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
getting  rather  low,  and  very  little  sport  is  being 
experienced.  Small  chub  have  been  caught  at  the 
weirs,  and  in  some  instances  a  few  roach  have  been 
secured.  I  had  a  roach  at  Hampton  Court  of  about 
1  lb.  3oz.,  which  I  returned  to  grow  larger.  I  also 
had  a  few  chub  on  the  shrimp  and  a  small  barbel. 
Very  few  people,  however,  seemed  to  be  doing 
much.  Barbel  ought  now  to  begin  to  feed  well, 
and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record  something  good  in 
a  week  or  two.  After  we  have  had  some  heavy  rain 
sport  will  improve.  The  traffic — boats  and  punts 
— has  been  largely  in  evidence  on  the  lower  water 
during  the  week.  Roach  have  not  been  feeding  at 
all  well  in  the  open  stretches. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  river  is  running  in  fair 
condition  for  the  time  of  the  year,  but  the  very 
heavy  traffic  of  the  last  fortnight  has  almost  put  a 
stop  to  angling  proper.  A  few  chub  have  been 
taken  during  the  early  morning  with  the  fiy,  and  I 
hear  of  a  trout  of  5Jlb.  having  been  caught,  also  a 
decent  perch  or  two  ;  but  gudgeon,  which  provide 
sport  for  the  ladies  during  the  summer  months,  are 
not  coming  freely  to  the  rake  at  present.  August 
is  usually  the  best  month  for  these  small  fish. — 
Stanijiy  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — Perch  are  feeding  freely,  but  the  water  is 
bright,  with  hardly  any  stream.  Dr.  Pilkington 
caught  a  trout  at  Radcot  Lock,  weight  51b.  The 
Oxford  Angling  Club  have  their  summer  outing 
here  next  Thursday. — A.  Stracy. 

Thames  (Wraysbnry). — The  river  is  still  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  but  the  fish  have  not  been 
feeding  quite  so  well  this  week.  The  few  times  I 
have  been  out  I  have  had  some  nice  roach,  a  few 
perch  up  to  lib.  each,  chub,  2Jlb.,  a  sprinkling  of 
fair-sized  dace,  and  some  eels  up  to  nearly  21b. — 
P.  Brown  (fisherman). 

Blagdon  Iiake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  July  7  : — On  July  2,  Major  Campbell,  one 
trout,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Martin,  two,  31b.  8oz.,  21b. 
On  July  3,  Mr.  E.  Martin,  one,  31b.  8oz.  On  July  4. 
Mr.  M.  W.  Mawson,  one,  21b.  14oz.  ;  Major  Camp- 
bell, one,  1  lb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Brooks,  one,  21b.  l2oz. 
On  July  5,  Mr.  F.  Gough,  three,  31b.  lOoz.,  31b.  8oz., 
21b.  8oz. ;  Major  Campbell,  three,  21b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz., 
31b.  6oz.  On  July  6,  Major  Campbell,  one,  21b.  8oz. 
On  July  7,  Mr.  P.  S.  Allison,  five,  21b.  loz.,  31b., 
31b.  3oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Krause,  three, 
41b.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  14oz.— Donald  Cars. 

Bottishajn  Iiocfeii  (Waterbeaolx). — On  this  free 
water  during  the  hot  days  the  fish  have  been  seen 
basking  by  side  stream  in  shoals  of  all  kinds.  Water 
in  good  condition.  There  is  quite  an  influx  of  anglers 
on  some  days,  especially  the  holiday  angler.  The 
lady  anglers  are  now  seen  with  rod  and  line  working 
hard  ;  some  with  good  takes  to  record.  During  the 
week  roach  bags  from  51b.  to  81b.,  largest  fish  l^lb., 
several  fib.  each.  Bream  coming  on  from  Jib.  each 
to  31b.,  with  good  takes.  Perch,  a  quantity  had 
from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  each,  largest  fish  2Jlb.  Eels  with 
lines,  and  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb.  each. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc.). — Fish  have  been 
rising  fairly  well,  though  water  is  getting  low  and 
is  very  clear.  The  Olive  Dun  has  been  the  most 
effective  fly,  the  Red  Quill  and  Grey  Quill  coming 
next,  as  usual.  I  have  done  very  little  fishing,  but 
got  one  or  two  trout  of  about  a  pound  during  the 
short  time  I  was  able.  Prospects  are  fair,  but  rain 
is  required. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnas  and  District). — Rain  is  very 
badly  needed,  as  the  stream  is  exceedingly  low  and 
very  fine.  Catches  have  been  small,  and  baskets 
of  half  a  dozen  trout  have  been  creeled  by 
Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  Bevell,  who  have  also 
had  a  peal  apiece.      Messrs.  W.  F.  Tollit  and  H. 


Full  have  also  had  small  creels.  Net  fishing  ha? 
been  practically  at  a  standstill,  the  only  catches  of 
importance  being  made  at  the  Weir.  Good  bass 
fishing  in  the  lower  waters  has  been  obtained  by 
Mr.  Edmonds  and  party. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Baskets  of  a  dozen  have 
been  had  in  the  Okement,  Lew,  and  Torridge,  but 
the  rivers  have  fined  down,  and  a  freshet  is  needed 
in  order  to  ensure  sport  with  peal  and  salmon,  which 
are  reported  to  be  up  the  streams  in  fair  numbers. 
Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Taw,  whilst  good 
baskets  have  been  obtained  on  the  Lyn  and  VVest 
Yeo.  The  Carey  is  very  low  and  fine,  and  the  fish  are 
not  sporting.  At  Kingsbridge,  Victor  Kuper,  of 
London,  was  fined  £5  for  fishing  for  trout  in  the 
Avon,  at  Loddiswell,  without  a  licence.  The 
defendant,  according  to  the  evidence  of  the  baUiff, 
said  he  had  taken  out  a  licence,  but  had 
lost  it,  and  this  proved  to  be  untrue. 
Fishing  in  the  Sid,  Mr.  Culverwell  caught 
a  trout  weighing  2Ib.  lOoz.,  and  another  Iflb.  A 
341b.  salmon  was  recently  landed  in  the  Exe. 
Good  bass-fishing  is  being  obtained  in  the  Teign. 
The  first  competition  for  the  season  in  connection 
with  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Exeter, 
was  a  great  success,  the  weather  being  fine,  and 
about  twenty  members  taking  part. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  and  water 
both  bright,  but  good  sport  has  been  had  on  some 
lengths  during  the  evening  rise.  The  Black  Gnat, 
Golden  Dun,  and  Derby  Beetle  have  been  doing  the 
best.  Rain  fell  for  some  little  time  on  July  10,  but 
not  enough  to  have  any  effect  on  the  stream. — 
Foster  Bros. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Despite  anticipation  that  the 
rainfall  of  the  past  few  days  might  improve  the 
angling  prospects  in  this  district,  the  river  runs  too 
low  and  clear  to  permit  of  remunerative  sport,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  no  official  record  of 
catches  recently  effected.  Heavy  floods  are  much 
needed  to  improve  the  conditions.  Sea  angling 
has  numerous  votaries,  though  as  yet  few 
visitors  are  participating  in  the  diversion.  Fish- 
ing in  the  bay  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Barber,  of 
Sheffield,  had  two  score  of  grand  whiting  in 
twenty  minutes.  He  fished  with  the  bottom  line 
baited  with  sand-eel.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  Wood 
secured  from  seven  to  eight  score  excellent  whiting 
in  about  two  hours,  whUst  Mr.  W.  Pyman  had 
two  and  a  half  score  on  the  same  day.  Other 
anglers  are  daily  having  capital  sport.  Fishing  in 
the  evening  apparently  provides  the  best  results, 
as  during  the  past  week  the  lure  has  been  greedily 
taken  immediately  it  was  cast. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)^ — The  Exe  is  very  low 
and  clear,  and  only  late  evening  fishing  secures  any 
success.  There  are  several  salmon  in  the  river,  but 
they  refuse  all  lures,  and  until  a  freshet  comes  but 
little  sport  is  anticipated.  The  first  competition  of 
the  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  took  place  at 
Turf  on  July  7,  when  about  twenty  members  com- 
peted. Two  prizes  were  offered  for  the  heaviest 
gross  catch.  A  minimum  of  I  lb.  was  fixed,  and 
pike  and  eels  were  barred.  The  first  prize,  given 
by  Mr.  P.  Stewart,  of  the  Nugget  Hotel,  was 
secured  by  Mr.  W.  Acton,  who  caught  tench  over 
21b.  and  three  sizeable  roach.  The  second  prize, 
given  by  Mr.  R.  Fursman,  Queen-street,  was  won 
by  Mr.  H.  F.  Wilson,  who  caught  roach  weighing 
1  lb.  lljoz.  Some  bass  have  been  caught  in  boats, 
and  at  night  off  the  Exmouth  Pier,  and  at  Sidmouth 
a  shark  measuring  over  eight  feet  was  caught  in  a 
mackerel  drift-net. — Red  Palmer. 

£>ngg  and  Arrow  (lieominster).  —Both  these 
streams  are  running  rather  low,  but  clear,  and  are 
in  fair  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been 
dull  and  rain  threatens,  but  it  makes  little  difference 
to  the  water.  Fishing  in  this  part  has  been  fair. 
A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  fly. 
The  fish  rise  better  in  the  evening,  and  several  nice 
lots  of  trout  have  been  taken.  A  good  flush  of 
water  would  improve  sport.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — Angling  still  remains 
in  abeyance,  with  scarcely  any  change  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  past  few  weeks.  It  was  generally 
regarded  at  the  opening  of  the  season  that,  on 
account  of  the  spawning  time  being  much  later  than 
usual,  although  since  we  have  experienced  spells  of 
very  nice  weather,  matters  might  remain  unfavour- 
able for  a  time.  With  a  fall  of  rain,  although  there 
is  no  lack  of  water  in  the  river,  the  desired  change 
may  take  place. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleiffh  Salterton). — The  river  is  at 
time  of  reporting  (Wednesday,  July  11)  at  a  good 
level  and  in  nice  condition.  Very  little  can  now  be 
done  in  the  day-time,  but  at  night  trout  are  taking 
well.  At  the  end  of  last  week  a  rod  on  the  RoUe 
water  took  half-a-dozen  good  fish  after  9  p.m.,  the 
largest  being  IJlb.  Something  very  large  was 
hooked  —  it  "  played  horse "  with  the  angler 
round  and  round  the  weir-pool  without  revealing 
its  dimensions,  and  eventually  ,  got  off.    ,It  was 


probably  a  good  peal.  "  Sedges,"  "  Coachmen," 
and  "  Moths"  are  good  lures  for  this  night  work. — 
Heron. 

Onse  (Hnntin^don). — The  water  still  remains  in 
an  unsettled  state,  its  height  varying  considerably 
in  a  few  hours.  Weed-cutting  also  has  prevented 
angling  in  some  parts  of  the  river.  With  these  two 
drawbacks,  sport  ha^  not  been  of  a  high  order. — 
Chas.  a.  Bryant. 

Onse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  fairly  good 
condition  for  all  kinds  of  angling,  especially  for 
bream,  roach,  chub,  and  rudd.  Messrs.  Penfold^ 
Love,  Warwick,  and  Hazell  had  a  good  day  amongst 
the  bream  on  July  8,  and  another  gentleman,  Mr. 
Oliver,  had  some  nice  roach  over  1  lb.,  largest  one 
lib.  7Joz.,  rudd,  lib.  6oz.  The  weeds  have  been 
well  cut,  and  luckily  got  away,  and  given  a  nice 
stream  now  it  should  be  productive  of  good  sport. 
Tickets  of  membership  are  now  ready. — Edward 

COLLINSON. 

Flymouth. — The  rivers  want  water  very  badly, 
and  a  flood  would  be  welcome.  The  baskets  have 
been  small  this  week,  and  very  few  peal  have  been 
caught.  The  Tavy  is  very  foul  with  mine  water, 
and  a  good  washout  is  wanted.  Some  fair  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  valleys  with  the 
imitation  Fern  Web  and  Grasshopper. — WiLUAM 
Hearder. 

Stour  (Biires,  SuflFolk).— Sport  in  this  river 

has  been  rather  slow  since  the  commencement 
of  the  season,  the  fish  having  not  yet  completely 
got  over  their  spawning.  Some  roach  and  bream 
have  been  captured,  but  none  of  any  size. 
Some  tench  have  also  been  taken  up  to  31b.  in 
weight,  but  they  also  seem  to  have  gone  off 
feed  a  bit.  The  water  is  very  clear  and  no  stream 
rutmiug,  except  when  the  nulls  are  running;  but 
sport  of  any  kind  is  not  generally  good  in  this  water 
until  August. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  of  the  week  has  been  fine  and  warm; 
storms  have  threatened,  but  the  rain,  sadly  wanted, 
holds  off.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and 
has  reached  its  normal  height,  permitting  barge 
traffic,  which  brings  the  fish  to  the  upper  reaches 
and  the  deeper  water  of  the  basin.  Sport  has 
been  good  during  the  week,  any  number  of 
roach  and  bream  have  been  taken,  some  few 
reaching  31b.  in  weight.  A  nice  eel  of  over  21b. 
was  taken  recently  by  Mr.  Ansell  at  the  basin,  and 
from  the  lower  reaches  perch  up  to  1  lb.  and  some 
good  roach  have  been  captured.  A  few  good  roach 
have  been  captmred  from  the  Adur^  near  Henfield  ; 
and  from  the  Fletching  portion  of  the  Ouse  among 
a  dozen  good  roach  a  brace  weighed  21b.  4Joz. 
I  have  no  notes  from  the  Barcombe  or  lower 
portion  of  the  river,  or  from  the  Cuckmere.  The 
harbour  fishing  is  exceptionally  good,  and  bass  up 
to  71b.  have  been  caught.  One  angler  took  seven 
good  fish  at  one  tide.  Shoals  of  mackerel  are  out- 
side, and  both  flat  fish  and  plaice  are  affording 
sport.  Any  number  of  shoal- bass  may  be  taken 
with  rag  worm. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Iilandyssil). — Water  rather  clear,  but 
salmon  showing.  Two  of  9Jlb.  and  91b.  were 
caught  at  Heullan  by  Capt.  Lewes.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  trout,  the  largest  about  5lb.,  have  been 
caught,  mostly  in  the  evenings. — Vic.      _      .    ,  • 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  runnmg  m  fair 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  dull  and 
some  rain  has  been  had  and  refreshed  the  water, 
but  a  good  flush  of  water  would  do  good.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  fish  have  been 
moving  fairly  well  especially  in  the  evenmg ;  the  flies 
used  are  the  Red  Spmner,  Marlow  Burr,  Sky  Blue, 
Blue  Gnat.and  Wickham.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm 
in  the  early  morning  has  been  very  successful. 
Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for  some  fine  trout. 
Night  line  laying  is  now  a  most  successful  way  of 
catching  the  trout,  and  the  Teme  and  Corve 
fly -fishers  suffer  from  night-lines.  It  is  a 
surprise  to  anglers  to  see  the  fishmongers  slabs  on 
a  morning  and  see  the  fine  lots  of  recently  caught 
trout  from  1  lb.  upwards,  and  they  can  go  out  ail 
day  and  only  catch  one  or  two.  Night  Imes  should 
not  be  allowed.  Some  fair  fish  have  been  taken 
with  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clud,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  in  order,  and  some  sport  has  been  had  in  them 
thus  week.— S.  Lotlow.  .  ^.  * 

Trent  (Newark).— So  low  and  fine  is  the  irent 
that  angling  is  almost  a  dead  letter.  Barbel  and 
bream  are  to  bo  =een  in  all  the  usual  haunts, 
but  their  capture  is  a  matter  of  difficulty,  borne 
few  of  tlie  former  have  been  bagged  in  various 
swims,  and  of  bream  I  have  seen  none  up  to 
21b.,  though  shoals  are  showing.  Roach  are  not 
vet  in  condition,  and  neither  dace  nor  chub  take 
gentles  or  cadbaits.  Eel  fishermen  meet  with 
fair  sport,  and  three  trout  were  taken  near  the 
Greet  mouth.  Bleak  are  giving  best  sport,  some 
really  good  ones  being  taken ;  best,  2ioz.  2  shots,  by 
Mr  w:  Markwell  on  Saturday,  which  has  been  sent 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preservation.  A 
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good'  flush  will  be  necessary  before]  sport  'may  be 
expected. — TBENTsroKR. 

Tync,  North  and  South,  and  Nei^hbonringr 
Sivers. — Our  rivers  are  at  summer  level,  and 
angling  slow.  Night  fishing  with  bustard  has 
accounted  for  a  few  good-sized  trout  on  the  North 
Tyne.  Mr.  Holmes  and  friend  had  a  good  day  on 
private  water;  during  the  day  up  to  7  p.m.  the  fish 
were  not  on  the  feed,  when  salted  minnow  on  Archer 
spinner  was  tried,  the  result  being  37  trout 
averaging  1  lb.  each.  A  few  trout  have  been  killed 
on  the  Federation  Water  at  Ovingham  with 
minnow,  evening  fishing.  The  Coquet  is  low  and 
clear.  I  have  heard  of  one  old  angler  killing  19 
trout  with  natural  fly.  Up  stream  worm  has  done 
well  on  the  Wansbeck,  on  a  private  stretch.  A  New- 
CMtle  angler  creeled  25  trout  on  Pennell's  worm 
tackle,  another  creel  of  9  trout  on  the  Morpeth  MUl 
water.  The  Glen  is  in  good  [fly  order,  and  some 
good  catches  are  reported.  Worm  also  doing  well. 
This  month  is  always  considered  a  poor  one  for  the 
angler,  and  I  should  advise  anglers  to  fish  direct 
up  stream  worm  on  two  hook  tackle. — Henky 

A.  MUBTON. 

Uak  (Usk). — The  river  remains  in  the  same  low 
condition,  and  angling,  both  salmon  and  trout,  is 
onco  more  at  a  standstill.  There  has  been  several 
storms  during  the  week,  but  not  sufficient  to  cause 
a  fresh  of  any  value.  There  will  be  no  sport  until 
there  is  a  good  rise.  On  July  4  Mr.  Sword  killed  a 
botcher,  weighing  51b.,  in  the  Lower  Crows. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  in  capital  order  for  fishing  with  the  fly, 
and  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  continue  to  turn  out, 
especially  in  the  evenings,  as  very  little  can  be  done 
with  the  artificial  fly  in  the  daytime  just  now. 
Those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  two  or  three  brace  by  fish- 
ing late  in  the  evening,  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Derwent  affording  nice  baskets  to  those  who  have 
fished  late.  The  Darley  Dale  club's  portion 
of  this  river  yielded  a  nice  few  fish.  Also  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water  has  afforded  its  members  very  fair 
sport.  The  prospect  is  very  good  now,  as  we  have 
had  a  nice  rain  this  Wednesday  afternoon,  which 
will  discolour  these  waters,  and  improve  the  fishing 
all  round.  Useful  flies,  Large  Yellow  Dun,  Ginger 
Quill,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden 
Dun,  Black  Gnat,  Dark  Spinner,  Orange  Bumble, 
and  White   and    Brown    Moths   for   evening. — 

DOTTEBEL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — There  has  been  very  little  doing  in 
the  way  of  angling  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore,  Swale,  or  their  tributary  streams  during  the 
last  few  days,  nor  will  there  (be  until  we  have  a 
freshet,  for  the  waters  of  the  above  streams  are 
very  low  and  clear.  Coarse  fishing,  so  called, 
in  the  deeps  of  both  the  main  rivers  has  not 
been  particularly  good,  although  some  fair 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  caught  with  the 
maggot,  also  some  nice  perch  and  a  few  small 
jack  with  the  live  minnow.  On  Thursday  (July  5), 
the  Rev.  A.  Z.  Whittaker,  of  Scawton  Rectory,  had 
good  sport  in  Lake  Gormire,  amongst  his  other  fish 
being  a  perch  in  fine  condition  scaling  2^1b.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  running  low  and  clear,  and  very 
little  has  been  doing  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Kilnsey, 
Grassington,  and  Bumsall.  On  Saturday  a  light 
tinge  of  colour  came  down  at  Bolton  Woods,  Adding- 
ham,  Dkley,  and  Burley ;  a  few  nice  catches  were 
made  at  the  latter  place.  Dr.  Lewer  had  a  fine  catch 
of  trout  with  spinning'the  minnow  on  the  Wee  Chap- 
man. In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  sport 
has  only  been  moderate  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  Mr. 
Edwards  had  a  nice  barbel  weighing  close  upon 
51b.  from  the  waters  at  Weeton.  The  Derwent 
was  slightly  freshened  up  last  week-end,  but  since 
then  has  run  down  to  summer  level.  Sport  has 
been  fair,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  G.  H.  Jackson 
had  nice  sport  last  week-end.  Amongst  the  catch 
was  a  perch  weighing  1  lb.  12oz.,  at  Stamford 
Bridge.  On  July  9,  the  annual  match  of  the  Robin 
Hood  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  took  place  at  Surfleet. 
Over  300  members  and  friends  went  by  special 
train.  The  day  was  gloriously  fine,  and  after  five 
hours'  fishing,  Mr.  H.  Skinner  took  firstlionours  with 
a  fine  catch  of  bream  weighing  361b.  8Joz.,  then 
came  Mr.  G.  Nicholls  with  201b.  ^oz. ;  Mr.  P.  Fox- 
Slater,  131b.  8Joz.,  taking  third  prize;  and  the 
fourth  fell  to  Mr.  F.  Huggins,  111b.  13|oz. 
The  members  of  the  Armley  and  Wortley  Angling 
Club  also  held  their  annual  match  at  Hammerton 
on  July  7,  when  nearly  all  caught  fish.  Mr.  J.  H. 
R.  Bazley  took  premier  honours  with  41b.  Joz. ; 
Mr.  T.  Fletcher,  lib.  14oz.,  second;  and  Mr.  J. 
Carter,  lib.  5Joz.,  third.  Prospects  are  not  good 
owing  to  the  continuous  fine  weather,  and  sport 
will  be  slow  until  there  is  a  rousing  fresh  to 
brighten  things  up.  In  the  early  morning  a  few 
Vraoe  of  trout  will  be  caught  with  fishing  the  worm 


— fish  well  in  front  of  you  in  the  rough  streams ; 
and  in  the  evening  the  following  flies  will  be  found 
to  kill  a  brace  or  two : — Brown  Owl,  Black  Midge, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  Knotted  Midge,  the  Beck  Moths 
and  Bastards  will  also  kUl. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  July  3, 
Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Boarlan,  thirty-two  trout,  I2jlb. ; 
Capt.  Reid,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-two,  15lb. ;  Messrs. 
HuSam  and  Wilson,  on  Cama,  thirty,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven, 
141b. ;  Rev.  H.  N.  Bonar,  on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen, 
61b.  On  July  5,  Messrs.  McGregor  and  Blair,  on 
Loch  Cama,  twenty-five,  8  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Stanfield 
and  Reid,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty-six,  121b. ;  Rev. 
H.  N.  Bonar,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven,  lOJlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  forty- 
seven,  201b.  (one  of  4Ib.);  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  eighteen,  61b.  On  July  6,  Mr.  Stan- 
field, on  Boarlan,  twenty-six,  8Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Reid,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  thirty,  1 1  lb. ;  Messrs.  McGregor  and 
Blair,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty  three,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Apple- 
ton,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-eight,  91b. ;  Messrs. 
Huff  am  and  Wilson,  on  Cama,  forty-six,  131b. ;  Miss 
Wordsworth,  on  Cama,  twenty-nine,  9Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Campbell  Gibson,  on  Cama,  thirty-two,  121b.  On 
July  7,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
fifty,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
seventeen,  81b. — John  McDonald. 

Awe. — Fishing  on  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters  on 
July  3,  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher  had  a  grilse,  51b;  Mr. 
Sykes,  one,  61b.  On  July  4,  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher,  two, 
91b.,  6}lb.  On  July  9,  Rev.  Mr.  Upcher,  one,  4^1b.. 
and  nine  sea-trout,  18lb.,  heaviest  41b.;  Major 
Goold-Adams,  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Sykes,  two  sea- 
trout,  51b. — D.  Maodonald. 

Beanly. — Notwithstanding  the  very  low  state  of 
the  Beauly,  the  following  good  sport  was  had  by 
Colonel  Salkeld,  who  has  his  headquarters  at  the 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  and  Mr.  Gow,  who  resides  in 
the  E.C.  Manse  at  Kilmorack,  on  the  Home  and 
Falls  Beats  during  the  past  week  : — On  July  2,  three 
grilse  of  61b.,  51b.,  and  51b.  by  Colonel  Salkeld  on 
the  Falls  Beat,  and  one  of  3Jlb.  by  Mr.  Gow  on  the 
Home  Beat ;  on  July  3,  a  salmon  of  91b.  and  two 
grilse  of  51b.  and  41b.  on  the  Falls  Beat  by  Mr.  Gow, 
and  one  of  51b.  on  the  Home  Beat  by  Colonel 
Salkeld;  on  July  4,  one  grilse  of  51b.  by  Colonel 
Salkeld  on  the  Falls  Beat;  on  July  5,  one  grilse  of 
51b.  by  Colonel  Salkeld  on  the  Home  Beat ;  on 
July  6,  one  grilse  of  61b.  by  Colonel  Salkeld  on  the 
Falls  Beat,  and  one  of  51b.  by  Mr.  Gow  on  the  Home 
Beat ;  and  on  July  7,  one  grilse  of  61b.  by  Mr.  Gow 
on  the  Falls  Beat,  and  one  of  the  same  weight  by 
Colonel  Salkeld  on  the  Home  Beat.  The  total 
for  the  week  was  thus  fourteen  fish,  scaling  75Jlb. 
Small  baskets  were  again  had  in  the  tidtJ  waters, 
the  best  being  one  of  l^lh.  and  the  heaviest  fish  21b. 
In  the  nets  some  twenty  salmon  and  grilse  were 
had  on  Wednesday  (July  4)  and  twenty-eight  on 
Saturday  (July  7),  the  only  days  on  which  netting 
takes  place.  The  fishermen  succeeded  in  killing  a 
nice  furred  young  seal  in  the  Beauly  Firth  on 
July  6,  the  skin  of  which  has  been  sent  south 
for  preservation.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt, 
LmoHABT,  AND  Gabve. — Very  fair  fishing  was  again 
had  on  the  above  four  Ross-shire  lochs,  the  nice 
westerly  breezes  prevailing  seeming  to  suit  the  taste 
of  the  fish.  On  Rosque  the  best  basket  noted 
was  one  of  161b.,  and  the  best  trout  31b.  2oz.  On 
Achanalt  baskets  of  141b.,  141b.,  and  91b.  were 
reported,  one  angler  grassing  two  trout  of  41b.  and 
41b.  12oz.  the  same  forenoon,  as  well  as  a  pike  of  91b. 
Anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  did 
well  on  both  Lochs  Luichart  and  Garve,  baskets  of 
131b.,  121b.,  and  111b.  being  had  on  the  former 
(heaviest  fish,  21b.),  and  creels  of  101b.,  101b.,  and 
91b.  on  the  latter,  with  heaviest  trout  1  lb.  lOoz. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  rivers  have  been 
running  low  during  the  last  ten  days,  and  the  only 
sport  worth  recording  has  been  got  either  in  the 
early  morning  or  at  night.  A  grilse  of  4Jlb.  has 
been  caught  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Dalton  had 
two  sea-trout,  Mr.  McCleary  one,  and  Mr.  Clarke 
one,  and  on  Saturday  Mr.  W.  Bell,  Langholm,  one. 
Mr.  G.  Little  had  a  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  A.  Morrison, 
three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  three ;  Mr.  Roper, 
two  and  some  yellow  trout.  In  lower  Tarras  and 
in  Ewes  a  few  baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
got  by  rods  from  the  Eskdale  Hotel.  In  Canonbie 
water  Mr.  T.  Steele  caught  seven  sea-trout;  Dr. 
Anderson,  two ;  and  Messrs.  A.  Keene,  R.  Neilson, 
and  D.  Murray  two  each ;  Mr.  D.  Little,  two ; 
Mr.  D.  Cowan  and  W.  Steele,  one  each;  Mr. 
J.  Johnstone,  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout ; 
Messrs.  Ballantyne,  A.  Elliot,  W.  Irving,  J.  Cowen, 
Martin,  Lawson,  and  D.  Davidson  have  had  good 
sport  with  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout,  and 
Mr.  Wilkin  creeled  four  dozen  yellow  trout 
at  a  fishing.    Messrs.  W.  Armstrong,  W.  Beattie, 


and  J.  Walker  had  each  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
on  upper  Liddle.  Messrs.  Murray  and  Newton 
had  one  sea-trout  each  in  the  same  water. 
Fishing  in  the  Double  Water,  Mr.  M.  Ferguson  had 
two  sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  Johnston  one,  Mr.  Stubbs  one, 
Mr.  H.  Foster  one,  while  Mr.  Reed  and  other  anglers 
caught  one  each.  Some  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  have  been  got  in  the  Garwald  water, 
also  in  the  Black  Esk,  above  Langholm.  In  Lang- 
holm water,  Mr.  D.  Elliot  had  a  sea-trout,  Mr. 
Dalton  one,  and  Mr.  Elston  had  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras  and  a  good  basket  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk. — G. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — In  this  district  no  rain 
has  fallen  during  the  past  week,  and  brilliant  sun- 
shine has  been  enjoyed  almost  daily.  The  river 
has  now  reached  the  lowest  level  that  we  have 
seen  it  for  several  summers,  and  consequently 
fish  are  becoming  very  scarce.  There  are  very  few 
anglers  meantime  on  the  water,  and  although 
they  are  having  poor  sport,  trout  for  some  time 
have  been  of  exceptionally  large  size.  The  net 
fishing  in  the  Duff  House  <£striot  has  been 
attended  with  poor  results.  There  are  no  salmon 
meantime  running,  and  only  a  limited  number  of 
grilse  and  sea-  trout  have  been  captured,  principally 
during  the  night.  Along  the  coast  the  fine  weather 
is  also  keeping  back  fishing  operations,  fish  being 
loath  to  near  the  coast,  and  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  grilse  daily  from  the  bag  nets,  very  few  salmon 
were  got.  Salmon  are  of  good  size,  averaging  121b., 
and  grilse  51b. — H.  W. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
July  4,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan,  Glasgow,  on  Sea  pools, 
three  trout,  71b.  (heaviest,  31b.);  Mr.  Bristowe,  on 
Kyle,  fourteen,  221b.  (heaviest.  31b.).  On  July  5, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan,  on  Kyle,  six,  91b.  (heaviest, 
31b.). ;  Mr.  Bristowe,  on  Loch  CalledaU,  one,  8^lb. 
Oq  July  7,  Mr.  Allan,  on  Kyle,  fifteen  trout,  201b. 
(heaviest,  S^lb.);  Mr.  Bristowe,  on  Loch  Calledail, 
one,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Mackie,  on  Kyle,  nine  sea-trout, 
161b.  (heaviest,  3|lb.).  On  July  9,  Mr.  Bristowe, 
on  Sea  pools,  five  trout,  121b.  (heaviest,  3 Jib.); 
Mr.  Allan,  on  Kyle,  six,  131b.  (heaviest,  3|lb.) ;  Mr. 
Mackie,  on  Kyle,  five,  121b.  (heaviest,  3 Jib.);  Mr. 
Bristowe,  on  Loch  Calledail,  one,  4Jlb.  —  J.  K. 
Morrison. 

Inohnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland), — On  July  2, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-five  trout 
111b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble,  on  Letteressa,  twenty- 
two,  7jlb.  ;  Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  thirty- 
three,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Gillaroo,  two,  3Jlb. ; 
Col.  Macpherson,  on  West  Assynt,  twenty,  71b.  ; 
Mr.  Arnold  Webb,  on  River  Inver,  two,  21b. ;  Mr. 
C.  Finch,  on  River  Inver,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Swan,  on  Castle  Bay,  twenty-six  trout,  101b. 
On  July  3,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  sea- 
trout,  IJlb. ;  Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  forty 
trout,  11:1b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-eight,  101b.  On  July  4,  Mr.  E.  Finch,  on 
Head  Assynt,  one,  31b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle 
Bay,  twelve,  61b. ;  Col.  Macpherson,  on  West  Assynt, 
five,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Primrose,  on  Skiag,  twelve,  61b.  On 
July  6,  Messrs.  Finch,  on  Gillaroo,  six,  4 Jib.  ;  Mr. 
Ramsden,  on  West  Assynt,  six,  51b.  On  July  7, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  grUse,  51b. ; 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  trout,  5jlb.  (on 
fly) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Griigach,  twelve,  61b. 
On  July  9,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one 
grilse,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Stanley  Webb,  on  River  Inver, 
twelve  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Andrews,  on  Upper  Inver, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Col.  Macpherson,  on  Lower  Inver, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
twelve  trout,  61b.,  and  one  ferox,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
KiUick,  on  Letteressa,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Carr,  on 
Hill  Loch,  fifteen,  71b.— W.  Wallace. 

Loohinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  July  2,  Messrs. 
Waters,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  ;  Messrs.  Lumgair, 
fifty-two,  191b.  ;  Dr.  Petrie,  four,  21b. ;  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Jonas,  twenty-two,  11  Jib.  On  July  3,  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Webster,  thirty-two,  131b.  ;  Messrs. 
Waters,  ten,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Lumgair,  twenty-one, 
9Jlb.  ;  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  fifty,  1 1  lb. ; 
Dr.  Petrie,  one  sea-trout,  31b.  On  July  4,  Dr.  Petrie, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Dr.  Waters,  one  grilse,  3Jlb. ; 
Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  fifty  trout,  lOJlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster,  ten,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Lumgair,  thirteen,  4Jlb.  On  July  5,  Hon.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  thirty,  7Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Waters, 
twenty-five,  9lb. ;  Dr.  Jonas  and  Mr.  Lumgair, 
thirteen,  81b. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  nine,  31b. ;  Mrs.  Lumgair 
(sea),  forty-two  haddocks.  On  July  6,  Dr.  Jonas, 
eleven  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Waters,  ten,  51b. ;  Hon. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  twenty,  6Jlb. ;  Colonel 
Brown,  twenty,  5lb.  ;  Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster 
(sea),  twenty-six  haddocks,  and  one  sea-trout,  lilb. 
On  July  7,  Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster,  thirty  trout, 
9Jlb. ;  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marjoribanks,  eleven, 
4Jlb.  ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Jonas,  thirty-three,  16|lb. ;  Dr. 
Waters,  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Looh  Leven  (Kinrosn). — The  weather  has  con- 
tinued favourable  during  the  past  week  from  a  dull 
sky  with  intervals  of  sunshine,  and  anglers  have 
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had  much  better  sport  than  u«ual  at  this  season. 
Three  competitions  were  held.  Glasgow  Wanderers 
Club  held  an  evening  competition,  when  seven 
members  captured  twenty-one  trout,  211b.  First 
Mr.  C.  Marchantsix  trout,61b.  6oz.  Twelve  members 
of  the  West  of  Scotland  Club  captured  with  fly 
seventy  trout,  641b.  8oz.  First,  Mr.  T.  Russell,  nine 
trout,  101b.  3oz. ;  second,  Mr.  Hamilton,  seven  trout, 
81b.  12oz. ;  heaviest  trout  21b.  9oz.  Clackmannan 
Club,  with  twelve  rods,  creeled  with  fly  forty-five 
trout,  39lb.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  R.  Carmichael,  seven 
trout,  71b.  4oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  C.  Thomson,  six  trout, 
61b.  12oz. ;  third  Mr.  J.  Macdonald,  six  trout,  61b. 
2oz.  The  following  were  the  captures  effected 
by  private  parties — nearly  all  the  fish  being  got 
with  fly: — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick,  Cowdenbeath, 
thirty-one  trout,  30lb.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Pullar  and 
Colonel  Alexander,  Bridge  of  Allan,  eighteen 
trout,  201b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  R.  ButterSj  Perth,  fourteen 
trout,  11  lb.  ;  Mr.  Robertson,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout, 
121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Vaughan,  Newcastle,  nine  trout, 
12lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  McAndrew,  Edinburgh,  eighteen 
trout,  191b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  McLean,  Edinburgh,  after- 
noon and  evening,  sixteen  trout,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  F.  J. 
Gregory,  Tayport,  fifteen  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  A. 
Lebum,  Eskbank,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Scott,  Dundee, 
twenty-seven  trout,  231b.  Soz. ;  Major  Reid, 
Kinross,  and  Mr.  Steel,  Blackpark,  fifteen  trout, 
181b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Currie  and  Mr.  Calder,  Leith,  sixteen 
trout,  161b. ;  Captain  Pollock,  London,  ten  trout 
91b.,  nineteen  trout,  17lb.,  and  seventeen  trout, 
221b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  McMillan  and  Mr.  Manson,  Edin- 
burgh, in  afternoon  and  evening,  twelve  trout,  131b. ; 
Mr.  H.  Laird,  London,  eight  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  P. 
D.  Malloch,  Perth,  and  Mr.  Kelsall,  Crieff,  thirty 
trout,  301b.  4oz.,  and  sixteen  trout,  151b.  Soz.  ;  Mr. 
Annandale,  Perth,  fourteen  trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  Martin, 
Perth,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Arbuckle, 
Bridge  of  Earn,  in  afternoon  and  evening,  twelve 
trout,  111b.;  Mr.  Wallace  Smith,  Edinburgh,  in 
afternoon  and  evening,  fourteen  trout,  141b.,  and 
on  following  day  sixteen  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Baird, 
Glasgow,  eleven  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  McWhirter, 
Glasgow,  eight  trout,  Hlb. ;  Mr.  Coleby,  Darling- 
ton, fourteen  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Galloway,  Ayr, 
twelve  trout,  121b.  Soz.  The  following  anglers  went 
out  in  the  evening :  Mr.  W.  Cleghorn,  Dundee,  eight 
trout,  101b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Scott,  Dundee,  eight 
trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Ley  Paton,  Perth,  ten  trout, 
11  lb.  Soz.;  Mr.  Wilson,  twelve  trout,  121b.;  Mr. 
Gilbert  Wilson,  Dallar,  eleven  trout,  111b  Soz.; 
Dr.  Munro  Kerr,  Glasgow,  ten  trout,  11  lb.  12oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Chester,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  15lb. ; 
Mr.  Dunsmore,  Perth,  seven  trout,  81b. ;  Mr. 
Calleway,  four  trout,  41b.  Soz.;  Mr.  Caragher, 
Dunfermline,  five  trout,  71b.  Soz. — R.  B.  Lainq. 

Iiocli  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.>. — On  June  30, 
Mr.  N.  Pethick,  Weston-super-Mare,  two  nice  grilse, 
61b.  each,  and  on  July  3,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  4^1b. 
On  J une  7,  Mr.  N.  Fraser,  Madras,  one  nice  grilse, 

61b.— S.  TiLSTON. 

Nortli  of  Scotland. — Rain  is  sorely  needed,  and 
some  pleasant  signs  of  it  coming  are  now  at  hand, 
as  the  weather  has  greatly  changed,  and  several 
very  heavy  showers  have  fallen  sirfce  sitting  down 
to  write.  On  the  Invercauld  Braemar  section 
Captain  Crompton  had  three  on  July  3  of  81b. 
apiece,  two  on  July  4  of  101b.,  and  two  on  July  5 
of  71b.  and  91b.  respectively.  On  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  reaches  the  thick  of  the  grilse  run  is  now 
being  met  with,  and  several  fresh- run  beauties  are 
being  got,  chiefly  in  the  rough  water,  and  to  the 
smallest  of  double  hooks  of  the  Silver  and  Blue, 
Blue  Charm,  and  Loggie  order.  On  the  Blackball 
Castle  Water,  Frank  Farquharson  had  three  fast 
week,  while  Mortimer,  on  the  Caimton,  had  two. 
Professor  Cash  has  been  very  successful  on  the 
Crathes  water,  and  in  addition  to  several  grilse  of 
31b.  and  4lb.  weight  he  has  had  several  splendid 
baskets  of  brown  trout.  On  the  Dee  tidal  good 
finnock  of  6oz.  and  Soz.  are  being  got  freely, 
indicating  an  early  and  prolific  run  of  the  game 
and  most  acceptable  of  adolescent  sea-trout.  The 
grilse  season  on  the  coast  is  just  now  at  its  best, 
and  the  prospects  of  a  good  season  are  being  fully 
realised.  Better  fish  have  not  been  seen  for  years. 
Don. — Messrs.  Meff  and  Robb,  on  a  private  water 
on  the  evening  of  July  6,  creeled  Sib.  apiece,  one 
having  a  fine  trout  of  41b  and  the  other  two  of  21b. 
each  as  their  heaviest  fish  respectively.  On  the 
Urie  Mr.  Mcintosh  has  had  a  week's  excellent  sport, 
while  on  the  Don,  at  Alford,  Mr.  Fairley,  Edinburgh, 
has  just  finished  a  month,  making  an  average  of 
about  8lb.  daily.  Rain  is  very  sorely  needed,  but 
to  those  angling  in  the  twilight  or  all  night  fishing 
seldom  has  better  sport  been  had.  The  Ythan  and 
Ugie  are  beginning  to  yield  some  fairly  good  sport. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel). — On  June  28,  Messrs. 
R.  and  T.  N.  Brougtiton,  twenty-three  trout,  1 1  lb. ; 
Misses  Broughton  and  Drv  burgh,  seven,  3ilb. ;  Mr. 
H.  Fidder,  fifteen,  1 1  lb.  On  June  29,  Mr.  H.  Fidder, 
ten,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  Dawson,  twelve, 
6lb. ;  Messrs.  R.  Dryburgh  and  T.  N.  Broughton, 
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twenty-three,  11  lb. ;  Mr.  R.  Broughton,  twelve,  61b. 
On  June  30.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  Dawson,  twenty, 
lOlb.  On  July  2,  Messrs.  R.  and  T.  N.  Broughton, 
twenty-eight,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Dryburgh  and  Miss 
Broughton,  thirteen,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey 
Daw.^on,  twenty-six,  14 Jib.  On  July  3,  Messrs.  R. 
and  T.  N.  Broughton,  fifteen,  1 1  lb. ;  Miss  Broughton, 
nine,  61b.  On  July  4,  Messrs.  R.  andT.  N.  Broughton, 
thirty-eight,  ISJlb. ;  Sheriff  and  Mrs.  Harvey, 
eighteen,  1 1  lb. ;  Admiral  Prothero,  four,  3Ib. ;  Miss 
Broughton  and  Mr.  Dryburgh,  forty-six,  23 Jib. 
On  July  5,  Messrs.  Dryburgh  and  T.  Broughton, 
nine,  51b.  On  July  6,  Messrs.  Treeby,  eight,  61b.  ; 
Sheriff  and  Mrs.  Harvey,  eighteen,  lOJlb.  Waters 
fished :  Lochs  Birsay,  Hunland,  Swannay,  and 
Isbister. — John  Spence. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  f Lairg,  N  B.).  —  On 
June  27  and  28,  weather  so  stormy  that  boats  were 
out  only  for  an  hour.  Total  basket,  160  trout, 
49|lb.  On  June  29,  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright, 
Romford,  on  Mid-Sbin,  20  trout,  51b. ;  Messrs. 
Muir  and  Glass,  London,  on  Fiag,  39,  15Jlb  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
thirty-eight,  101b.  On  June  30  Mr.  and  IVIrs. 
Bickersteth,  Birkenhead,  on  Fiag,  ten  trout.  51b. ; 
Col.  Dixon  and  Mr.  Dixon,  Blackheath,  on  Lower 
Mid-Shin,  nineteen,  l^lh.  ;  and  Messrs.  Glass  and 
Muir,  London,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty  seven, 
1 1  Jib.  On  June  2  Dr.  Kingston  and  friend,  YeovU, 
Somerset,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-eight,  14jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Glas^  and  Muir,  on  Fiag,  four  dozen,  181b.  On 
June  3  Dr.  Kingston  and  friend,  on  Fiag,  fourteen, 
61b. ;  and  Messrs.  Evans,  Ely,  and  Camb,  on  Loch 
Merland,  42, 1 41  b.  On  July  4, Dr.  Kingston  and  friend, 
on  Merkland,  31,  9lb. ;  Messrs  Evans,  on  Fiag,  10, 
31b.  On  July  5,  Dr.  Kingston  and  friend,  on  Loch 
Gorm,  61,  201b.  (heaviest  31b.) ;  and  Mr.  Evans  18, 
61b.  On  July  6  and  7,  baskets  ranged  up  to 
2J  doz.,  101b.  On  July  9,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker, 
Coupar  Angus,  9,  4 Jib. ;  Messrs.  Evans,  3  doz., 
lOlb- ;  Capt.  Morgan  and  Dr.  Porteous,  Cheltenham, 
4J  doz.,  181b.— B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Notwithstanding  adverse  weather  sport  on  the 
surrounding  lochs  has  been  very  good  of  late. 
Amongst  the  best  takes  may  be  mentioned  that  on 
July  4.  Messrs.  Wood  and  Schillieri,  Liverpool,  out 
sea-fishing,  had  four  lythe,  20lb.  On  July  5  the 
same  anglers  on  Loch  Clashfearn  caught  nine 
dozen  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  on  Loch 
Laig  -  Ard,  fifteen  troutj,  5Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Little, 
Surrey,  on  Loch  Eileanach,  six  trout,  181b.,  an 
unusual  average  of  31b.  On  July  6,  Dr.  Dupier 
and  Mr.  Prince,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Garm,  forty 
trout,  10 Jib. ;  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  on  Loch-na-Ha, 
three,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  Wood,  Liverpool,  on 
Mid  Chain,  nine,  4Jlb..  all  the  above  heavy  fish 
were  caught  with  the  fly.  On  July  7,  Mr.  Little,  on 
Loch  Crocach,  fourteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Glasgow, 
on  Loch  an-Uidhe,  one,  1  lb.  ;  Messrs.  Caw,  Glasgow, 
on  Mid-Chain,  five,  7lb. ;  and  Mr.  Wood,  Liverpool, 
on  Top-Chain,  seven,  4jlb. — B. 

Shin  (Inverau,  N.B.). — Daring  the  week  ending 
June  30,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buxton,  including  Miss 
Elweys,  landed  four  salmon  aggregating  621b.,  and 
five  grilse,  25lb.  The  total  to  June  30  was  eighty- 
one  salmon  (l,213Jlb.),  averaging  lolb.,  and  six 
grilse  (301b.),  averaging  61b.  Last  week  no 
salmon  got,  but  grilse  went  as  follows: — 
On  July  2,  Mr.  Buxton  one,  61b.  ;  Miss  Buxton  had 
one,  41b.,  and  on  July  4  a  5-pounder.  On  July  6 
Miss  Elweys,  Mrs.  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Buxton  had 
one  each,  weighing  51b.,  41b.,  and  71b.  On  July  7 
Mr.  Dick  Buxton  landed  four,  which  weighed  41b., 
51  b.,  51  b.,  and  61b.,  and  Miss  Alice  Buxton  a 
4-pounder.  The  weather  is  still  hot  and  bright,  with 
no  appearance  of  a  change. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — This  river  is 
at  its  summer  level.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  caught  a 
sea-trout,  behind  the  Cauld  below  the  town  bridge, 
with  worm-bait.  A  number  of  fine  sea-trout  have 
been  landed  in  the  Mount  Annan  portion.  Mr. 
Pasley-Dirom's    keeper    landed    five    at  three 


outings  with  fly.  On  July  8  he  had  a  brace 
with  worm-bait,  and  on  July  9,  with  fly,  creeled 
four.  Mr.  J.  Byers  landed  one,  and  Mr.  J. 
Marshall  one.  Mr.  D.  Boattie  caught  two  and 
Mr.  J.  Alexander  two  in  the  Mount  Annan  water 
with  night-fly.  In  the  tidal  waters,  Mr.  Dixon 
had  three  and  three  yellow  trout,  and  a  brace 
of  herling.  On  July  8  he  landed  two  sea-trout 
weighing  31b.  3oz.,  and  two  herling.  Mr.  Nicholson 
had  two 'sea-trout,  Mr.  J.  Loudon,  one,  at  War- 
manbee  stream,  and  Mr.  Murray  one.  Mr.  McBryde 
took  one  sea-trout  mt  Violetbank  stream.  Mr. 
Eric  Nicholson,  fishing  at  Qalabank,  landed  two, 
and  ex-Dean  Loudon,  one.  In  the  higher  waters, 
Mr.  Jamieson  two ;  Mr.  Richardson  one  sea- 
trout  and  six  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Mackenzie  one 
and  Mr.  Johnstone  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  The 
NiTH,  DuMFBiEs. — A  number  of  sea  -  trout  are 
falling  to  the  rods  on  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Asssocia- 
tion  stretches.  Below  Clo^eburn.  and  down  by 
Auldgirth  several  fine  sea-trout  have  fallen  to  night 
anglers.  In  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  a  few  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  been  secured.  The  Galloway 
RivEES  AND  Lochs. — These  rivers  are  extremely 
low  and  clear,  and  sport  is  very  indifferent  just 
now.  The  Aybshibe  Rivers  and  Loohs. — The 
streams  of  Ayrshire  are  all  too  low  and  clear  for 
day  fishing  with  the  fly,  but  a  few  trout  are  being 
caught  with  maggot  and  worm.  The  best  sport  of 
all  is  had  by  loch  fishing. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  continues  to  be  poor 
owing  to  the  small  volume  of  water.  On  the 
Tulchan  Water  (Mr.  MacCorquodale's)  for  the 
week,  seven  salmon  and  ten  grilse  were  killed, 
and  on  the  Carron  House  Water  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Gedut,  fisherman,  had  three  grUse  of 
41b.,  5Jlb.,  and  61b.  respectively ;  while  on  the 
Laggan  water,  on  July  4,  Mr.  H.  Clumming,  fisher- 
man, had  four  grilse  of  from  4Jlb.  to  5lb.  each,  and 
on  July  9  a  salmon  of  6 Jib.  and  a  grilse  of  31b. 
From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  July  5,  Mr.  W- 
Duncan,  fisherman,  landed  four  grilse,  from  41b.  to 
6ib.  On  July  9,  Mr.  W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  three,  of 
4Jlb.,  51b.,  and  51b.  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  one  of  5Jlb. 
On  the  Rothes  water  (Mr.  Peto's)  on  Monday,  Mr. 
James  Stuart  had  a  grilse  of  51b.;  and  on  the 
Arndilly  water.  Sir  D.  Barr  had  two  grilse  of  5lb. 
and  61b. ;  and  on  Monday  a  salmon  of  61b.  and  two 
grilse  of  51b.  each.  On  the  sea  coast  griKe  are 
fairly  numerous,  but  otherwise  the  results  continue 
to  be  miserably  poor. — J.  M. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  ^otel). — On  July  2,  Mr. 
Duoat,  Edinburgh,  on  Long  Loch,  seventeen  trout, 
6Jlb.  ;  on  July  4,  Messrs.  Ducat,  Small,  and  Car- 
rington,  Oxford,  on  Long  Loch,  twenty,  81b. ;  on 
July  5,  Messrs.  Small  and  Carrington,  on  Loch  na 
Maohil,  six,  31b. ;  on  July  7,  Messrs.  Ducat  and 
McJannet,  Oxford,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  twelve,  6Jlb. 
— Geo.  Mobbison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — Drying  winds  and  bright  sun- 
shine prevailed  during  the  week,  and  in  conse- 
quence this  river  continued  being  reduced  and  it 
has  now  reached  the  lowest  water-mark  of 
the  present  season.  However,  all  the  sections 
are  in  order,  and  grilse  are  able  to  pass  over 
the  weirs,  and  the  stock  is  being  increased  by 
these  fish,  which  distribute  themselves  over  the 
reaches.  Trout  are  taking  the  dry  fly,  and  those 
who  are  able  to  use  it  are  having  some  sport. 
Salmon  are  coming  to  the  fly  badly,  and  the 
spoon  shrimp  and  worm  are  accounting  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  sport  obtained.  Mr. ' 
Shaw  has  caught  eighteen  salmon  and  grilse 
at  Caronroe  ranging  from  41b.  to  101b.,  and 
Mr.  Wolff,  M  P.,  twenty-one,  ranging  from  61b  to 
lolb.,  while  Dr.  Clements  landed  three  grilse,  6lb., 
61b.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Wright,  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  T.  Hrg- 
garty,  one,  71b.;  and  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one,  71b.  and 
a  salmon  15lb.  at  Kilrea.  No  catches  of  salmon 
have  yet  bean  obtained  on  the  well-stocked  shal- 
lows at  Pontylenone,  vvhere  Mr.  S  Frazer  made  a 
basket  of  eight  trout  weighing  9Jlb.,  largest  2Jlb. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toomebridgfe). — Fishing  here  has  for  the 
most  part  latterly  been  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Good  captures  are  being  made  all  round.  Mr.  Fred 
Redfern,  of  London,  has  taken  a  pike  of  161b.  loz. 
witb  spinning  tackle.  Mr.  Powell  accompanied  in 
the  same  boat  and  had  some  very  good  trout. 

Belfast  and  District.  — The  past  week  was  prac- 
tically a  blank  on  the  local  rivers  as  they  are  so 
low.  The  small  streams  are  suffering  from  the 
attentions  of  the  poachmg  fraternity,  the  low 
state  of  the  water  giving  every  facility  for 
netting,  damming,  and  hand  -  fishing  under  the 
.stones.  The  trout  fishing  on  the  Wood  burn  waters 
has  fallen  away  considerably,  and  Stoneyford  sport 
is  also  a  bit  off.  The  Antrim  Road  Basin  has 
yielded  little  sport  in  the  last  fortnight,  the  fish 
being,  very  wary  and  inclined  to  rising  short.  At 


34 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  14,  1906 


li  ast  twenty-four  hours  conatant  rain  is  needed  to 
put  the  rivers  in  ply. — J  A  B. 

Blaolrwater  (oo.  Cork).— Water  in  nice  order, 
but  getting  low.  On  Moore  Park  waters,  Capt. 
AIcKechnie,  one  grilse,  6Jlb.,  and  some  fine  trout. 
On  BallydufE  water,  Mr.  T.  Sullivan,  one  grilse, 
4^1b.  At  Killavallen;  Mr.  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley, 
♦  wo  grilse,  41b.  and  61b.  At  Rockforrest,  Mr. 
McCarthy  three  grilse,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  and  61b.  On 
Carng,  Colonel  Home,  three  grilse,  41b.,  51b.,  and 
6}lbs. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Sport 
on  the  Erne  was  fair  during  the  past  week — Mr.  S. 
V.  Thomas  landed  five  salmon  weighing  from  61b. 
to  12;b.  ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  Mr.  J.  Stone,  and  Mr. 
T.  M.  Pike  landed  a  number  of  salmon  weighing 
from  61b.  to  161b.;  Dr.  G.  H.  Johnson  landed  six 
salmon  weighing  from  51b.  to  71b.  ;  the  Hon.  F.  H. 
May  landed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  151b;  Col. 
Hughts,  one  ot  41b.  ;  and  Capt.  Auchenleck,  one  of 
li'b.  The  river  at  present  contains  a  good  stock 
oi  salmon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Pishery.— Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  July  4  to  July  10:— Capt.  Macgowan.  on 
July  4,  one,  6Jlb  ;  on  July  5,  six,  ejlb.,  5Jlb.,  SJlb., 
ejlb.,  ti^lb  ,  e|lb.  ;  on  July  6,  five,  Jib.,  5|lb.,  61b.. 
9lb.,  6  i)e>.  ;  on  July  7,  !-even.  7Jlb.,  71b.,  4^  b., 
5^1b.,  CJlb.,  6Alb.,  4ilh.  ;  on  July  1),  Feven,  ('^Ib.. 
7J  b.,  4ilb.,  4i\b.,  ^\h.,  71b,  5^11).;  on  July  10, 
tlirrp.  r^iib..  -  J  b.,  61b.  ;  total,  twenty-nine,  K^lb. 
Mr  D  .b-on,  ou  July  4,  four,  61b.,  61b..  6^1b..  5ilb. ; 
on  July  6,  five,  61b..  4Jlb..  61b.,  4ilb.,  71b.;  on 
July  6,  three,  61b.,  6i;b.,  7lb  ;  on  July  7,  five,  61b., 
61b.,  71b.,  61b  ,  5ilb. ;  on  July  9,  eleven,  91b.,  61b., 
4§lb  .  6Jlb.,  61b.,  4^1b  ,  51b.,  ejlb.,  221b.,  51b.,  101b. ; 
on  July  10,  nine,  5}lb.,  5lb..  4i\b..  Sjlb.,  61b.,  5ilb., 
61b.,  61b.,  6!b. ;  total,  thirty-seven,  2331b.  Major 
Moir,  on  July  4,  four,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  SJIb.,  SJlb. :  on 
July  6,  one.  51b.  ;  on  July  6.  one,  61b.  ;  on  July  9, 
five,  6f  K,  61b.,  1^\b.,  7Jlb.,  .^Jlb.  ;  on  July  10,  two, 
61b  .  ni\b.  ;  total,  thirteen,  70ilb.  Capt  Steward, 
on  July  4,  ninH,  5ilb.,  6Ib  ,  61b.,  ^\b.,  7ilb.,  71b., 
5  b,  bVb  ,  Tib.;  on  J  ily  5,  seven,  641b.,  61b., 
S^lb.,  (  J  b.,  51b.,  61b  ,  Cilb.  ;  on  July  6.  lour,  7lb.. 
51b..  4i.o.,  »■}  b  ;  on  July  7,  three,  6Jlb  ,  l^lb.,  71b.  ; 
on  July  9,  two,  4^  b..  6 jib. ;  on  Ju.y  10,  six,  7ilb., 
6ilb.  51b.,  5Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  e^lb. ;  total,  thirty-one, 
ISnlb.  Mr  .  Hallet,  on  July  4,  one.  7Jlb.  Mr. 
Hallett,  on  July  4,  one,  8^Ib.  Mr.  Greenfield,  on 
July  4,  one,  f  Jib.  Lieut.  Underwood,  on  July  6, 
one,  lUb.  Capt.  Seymour,  on  July  5,  one,  71b. 
Mr.  Tunstall  Mooro.  on  July  5,  five,  9}lb  ,  5ilb., 
61b  ,  61b.,  61b.  ;  on  July  6,  three,  5Jlb.,  41b.,  91b. ; 
on  July  7,  three,  6j'b  .  51b,  51b. ;  total,  eleven,  67lb. 
Gen.  Harrison,  on  July  6,  two,  6Alb.,  5lb. ;  on 
July  7,  three,  71b.,  4JIb.,  61b.  ;  total,  five,  271b. 
Major  Forbes,  on  July  7,  three,  G^lb.,  4ib,4*lb.  ; 
total,  three,  1641b.  Mr.  Routl«dge.  on  JuJv  9, 
five,  71b.,  Gib.,  7ilb.,  ejlb.,  -TJIb  ;  on  July  10,  two, 
61b.,  6^1  b. ;  total,  seven,  431b.  Dr.  Clatk,  on  July  10, 
two,  61b.,  7Jlb.  ;  total,  two,  ISJlb  Totals:  July  4, 
twenty-two;  July  6,  twenty-six;  July  6,  ei>jhteen; 
July  7,  twenty-three;  July  9,  thirty-one;  July  10, 
twenty-four- 144  fish.— W.  N.  Milne. 

Gltncar  (co  Kerry).— The  Caragh  River  is  now 
well  btocked  with  salmon  and  grilse.  On  the  hotel 
water  Mr  E  McGillieuddv.  two  salmon,  121b.,  91b., 
and  one  s'ilse,  6 Jib. ;  Mr.  D  Brien,  one  grilse,  6J!b. ; 
Mr.  W.  K.  ane,  three  grilse,  51  b  ,  51b.,  6Jlb. ;  Lieut. 
Walker,  one  grille,  61b. ;  and  Ailmiral  Jeffreys,  one 
gri.se,  6Jlb.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

KiUaiuey  -  The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able, and  sport  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Let  Kiver  too.  Cork).— During  the  week  Mr.  J. 
Kelleher  had  two  griUe,  51b.  and  61b.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Barry,  one,  5Jlb.,  at  Macroom.  Col.  Dickinson,  one 
salmon,  121b.,  and  Mr.  Pope,  one  of  111b.,  on 
Mashonaglass  water.  Mr.  D.  Riordan,  two  grilse, 
41b.,  51b.,  at  Rooves.  Mr.  R.  Murphy,  three  grilse, 
3Jlb  ,  41b.,  6ib. ;  Mr.  J.  McAuliffj,  two  grilse,  3ilb., 
4ilb  ;  Mr.  C.lthurst,  one  gril,e,  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  J. 
O'Donnell,  one  grilse,  3Jlb.,  at  the  Waterworks. — 
W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lougu  Corrib  Railway  Hotel).— The  Rev. 
W.  B.  Soole  caught  the  following  trout: — July  6 
(half-day),  one,  lib.;  July  7,  seven,  largest  41b. 
and  21b.  respectively  (all  on  the  dap) ;  July  9,  four, 
61b.,  largest  IJlb.  The  Long  Harry  is  somewhat 
scarce  as  yet,  but  in  a  few  da>s  now,  given  the 
right  weattier,  fish  ought  to  be  rising  freely  to  the 
dap. — T.  F.  Naughton. 

lioagti  Carrano,  eco  (Watffnrll.e  oo.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  good,  and  is  exhibiting  further 
improvement.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  had  during 
the  week  ranged  from  five  to  fifteen  daily  to  each 
boat,  together  with  about  half  a  dozen  sizeable 
brown  trout — T.  J.  D. 

Xiongha  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Anglers 
fishing  these  waters  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel  con- 
tinue getting  nice  sport.  Trout  are  now  rising  to 
the  Daddy.  July  4.— Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  four 
trout,  2Jlb.,  best,  |lb.  ;  Captain  Price,  seven  trout, 
ljt\b.,  b-»t,  IJlb. ;  Dr.  Norman  Thompson  and  Mr. 


Thompson,  three  trout,  2Jlb.,  best  lilb.  July  5.— 
\  .Ta''b"ck,  four  trout:  5Jlb.,  best, 
Iflb.;  Captain  Price,  six  trout,  6Jlb.,  best, 
T  1  'n^  'J^'^-  ^^'^  Thompson,  two  trout,  21b, 
July  6.— Dr.  and  Mr.  Thompson,  six  trout,  6Alb 
best,  21b  2ozs  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck  and  Captain 
Price  fished  Nafooey,  18|lb.  pike,  which  was  a 
remarkable  short,  thick  fish,  shaped  like  a  very 
fine  salmon,  and  two  other  small  fish.  July  7  — 
Captain  Price,  four  trout,  5jlb.,  best  21b.  7oz. ; 
Kev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  three  trout,  21b.;  Dr.  and 
Mr  Thompson,  three  trout.  41b.,  best,  21b.  2oz. 
July  8.  Cant.  Price  and  Mr.  Hunt,  four  trout  61b., 
b^-t.  2f:b  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  five  trout,  81b.  2oz.,  best, 
.Sib  2oz.  J ul y  9.  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  three  trout, 
4ilb  best  21b.  4oz.  Dr.  and  Mr.  Thompson,  six 
trout,  7ilb,  best,  21b.  2oz  ;  Julv  10.  Rev  E  R 
Tarbuck,  three  trout.  3flb.,  best.  lib.  6oz  •  Mr 
Thompson,  one  trout,  2'b  2oz.  All  on  the  artificial 
fly  or  dap.  Col.  and  Mr-^.  Ruxton,  four  trout,  41b. 
In  reporting  Mr.  Hinchlifl's  bag  on  June  30,  his 
sa  mon  should  have  been  4Jlb.  and  his  best  trout. 
2flb.  ' 

Longrb  Mal^n,— Trouting  was  generally  good 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  G.  Conolly  took  a  trout 
(Salmo  ferox)  of  6|lb.  on  July  7,  and  anglers  out 
all  over  the  lake  dailv,  took  fair  baskets  of 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout.— M.  Rogan  &  So^JS 

MoTintain  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
The-'e  waters  are  in  order,  and  sport  has  been  good 
at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

M«y,  Xonirhii  Coin  ard  Cvllen  (Ballina,  oo 
UTayo).— Notwithstanding  the  bright  sunshine  and 
calm  weather,  sport  was  fair.  The  pools  are 
actually  full  of  fish,  grilse  and  sea-trout  in  the 
river.  Dr.  Catcart,  eight  grilse,  5,  6,  5,  6,  7, 
8,    6J,   91bs;    Mr.    Scrope,    five  grilse,  5,'  6,'  5^ 

4,  91bs.  ;    Capt.    Lynch,    seven   grilse,  6,  5,  6, 

5,  6,  5J,  7  lbs. ;  Mr.  Garvey,  six  grilse,  6,  6,  4, 
»;  ^'rJ!^':''  Mo^s,  two  grilse,  6,  5lbs.  ; 
Mr.  O  Reilly,  six  erilse,  5,  6,  6,  G,  5,  4ilbs. 
Mr.  Ky  ves.  three  grilse,  5,  7,  71b  ;  Colonel  Browne, 
eleven  grilse,  6,  6,  6,  6,  5  5,  4.  4J,  6,  6;  71b.  ;  Mr. 
Perry  Knoxpore,  seven  giilse,  6,  6,  7,  6  4  6  71b- 
Mr.  O'Farrell,  two  gri'se.  5.  61b.;  Mr.  Armstrong! 
three  gnl  e,  5.  6.  71b.;  Major  Saxton,  one  salmon, 
111b.  I  have  not  seen  for  many  year^  such  a  large 
show  of  fi^h  in  the  river.  Lough  Conn  fished  poor. 
Loughs  Callow  and  Salt  fished  fair  for  brown  trout. 
— Pat  Hearns. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Ifishing  for  the  paat 
week  on  the  river  was  good.  Mr.  O'Riely  got  five 
grilse  on  Saturday  last,  and  lo-t  four  after  good 
play.  During  the  week  all  the  rods  got  from  three 
to  four  grilse  on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches,  and 
good  sport  was  got  with  the  sea-trout  down  the 
eatuary,  spinning.  On  Lough  Talt  Mr.  Cairns  and 
some  friends  got  eighty-five  trout  with  the  fiy,  a 
fair  day's  sport. — John  Devebs. 

Boaaes  Dung-loe,  oo  Ooneg-al).— The  pea-trout 
are  beginning  to  make  their  way  up  the  lakes  of  the 
Rosses  and  only  a  good  spate  is  wanted  to  assist 
them  m  the  voyage  The  bay  is  full  of  them,  and 
never  was  there  a  better  show  of  them  in  the  Crolly 
and  Loughanure.  We  understand  that  Captain 
A.  F.  Maude,  North  of  Ireland  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
has  taken  this  fishery  over,  and,  being  a  keen 
sportsman,  intends  to  develope  it  still  further.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell),  —  Weather  change- 
able, river  in  good  order.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  G. 
Heaton  Armstrong  killed  seven  peal.  Mr.  Duncan 
two  peal.  On  Doona-e,  Capt.  R.  Barber-Starkoy 
killed  one  peal,  61b.  Reports  mention  that  a  lot  of 
peal  are  in  the  river,  but  the  adverse  conditions  of 
the  weather  are  not  conducive  to  good  sport.  Trout 
fishers,  too,  have  experienced  fluctuating  luck,  one 
evening  producing  nice  baskets  and  the  next  a 
blank,  or  nearly  so. — John  Enriqht  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  hon^n  Oerg  (Kilialoe).— A  good 
many  English  anglers  who  have  been  fishing  for 
salmon  and  trout  for  nearly  a  month  have  had 
excellent  sport.  We  rcither  want  a  freshet  in  the 
river  now  as  the  grilse  are  waiting  in  the  estuary  to 
run  up  here.  However,  we  have  the  trout  to  fall 
back  upon  for  the  next  month  or  so. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  I.akes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good,  the  weather  being  favourable  and 
the  fish  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (J uly  9).  —  Among  other  things,  too 
warm  weather,  thunderstorms,  and  deluges  of  rain 
kept  me  from  visiting  the  neighbouring  trout 
streams  last  week ;  but  I  heard  of  visits  made  by 
others  before  the  storm  water  came  down.  For 
one  reason  or  another  success  was  not  important  in 
the  clear  water  and  too  ardent  sunshine,  whUe  as 
to  flies.  Little  Chaps,  March  Browns,  and  Red 
Palmers,  with  young  green  grasshoppers,  proved 
the  most  attractive  lures.  If  any  grey,  cloudy 
days  should  come,  it  is  possible  there  may  still  be 
some  sport.    This,  however,  is,  of  course,  expected 


to  be  better  towards  the  close  ot  the  season  in 
September  than  in  J  uly  and  August.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  deposits  washed  down  by  heavy 
floods  are  reported  to  have,  for  the  time,  seriously 
injured  the  fish  hatchery  and  storage  ponds  at 
Si6rre  (in  the  upper  Rhone  Valley),  established 
some  time  ago  by  British  enterprise. — Benwyan. 

SEA  PISHING, 

Ballinskelliga.— Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack 
and  gurnard. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — Rock-fishers  continue 
to  get  good  sport  at  pollack  and  wrasse.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier) — Most  of  the  pier  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  recently,  though  poutings  have 
constituted  the  greater  portion  of  the  catches,  but 
some  of  them  have  been  remarkably  large.  An 
occasional  skate,  rig,  or  dogfish  has  afforded  lively 
diversion  at  times,  but  up  to  the  present  not  one 
pollack  has  been  captured  by  any  of  the  anglers 
who  have  tried  for  them  daily.  On  July  6  Mr. 
Dodd  and  Mr.  McCann  each  made  a  nice  bag  of 
nursedoga,  but  other  persons  did  but  little  during 
the  day.  Mr.  Band  made  a  heavy  catch  of  pouting 
early  on  July  7,  and  Mr.  G.  Branscombe  creeled 
some  good  silver  eels  from  the  beach  just  to  the 
northward  of  the  pier.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  Hume' 
m''t  with  fair  success  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
following  day,  and  a  large  number  of  small  dabs 
and  pouting  were  taken  by  several  visiting  patrons 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  some  of  them  returning 
to  town  late  in  the  evening  with  heavy  bags  of  fish. 
The  gonial  weather  on  July  9  brought  out  a  long 
array  of  anglers,  including  Messrs.  Adams,  Francis, 
Band,  Buckle,  Turner,  Crowhurst,  Metcalf,  Man- 
sell.  Tress,  Glenney,  Catterson,  Millard,  Clapp, 
McCann  and  Bernard,  together  with  Mrs.  Tress, 
Mrs.  Glenney,  Mrs.  Millard,  and  Mrs.  Clapp. 
The  day's  catch,  however,  did  not  prove  heavy, 
though  several  good  individual  catches  were  made. 
Mr  Hume  caught  the  first  rig  on  July  10.  Mr. 
Waddell  had  a  heavy  bag  of  nurse  dog-?,  and 
Messrs.  White,  Collyer,  Dale,  Francis,  Kendall, 
Buxton,  and  several  others  made  heavy  numerical 
catches  of  pouting,  many  of  them  nearly  reaching 
21b.  in  weight.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Glenney  and  Mr. 
Branscombe  took  a  few  eels  from  the  beach,  and 
Mr.  Turner  had  an  81b.  skate  from  the  pier  in  the 
evening.  The  yield  on  July  1 1  was  not  quite  up  to 
the  average,  though  the  ranks  of  pier  anglers  was 
augmented  by  the  occasion  of  some  dozen  mem- 
bers. A  few  fair-sized  dabs  were  landed  upon 
shrimp  bait. — J.  Richardson  (B  S.A  S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  the 
weather  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  the  sea  smooth. 
The  bass  are  still  in  the  Hamoaze,  and  several 
fishermen  are  after  them  daily.  They  are  also  being 
taken  at  the  Promenade  Pier ;  after  dark  some  very 
fine  ones  are  often  caught,  weighing  some  pounds. 
I  notice  the  mackerel  are  in  the  Sound  in  great 
quantities.  I  saw  several  schools  last  evening  close 
to  the  West  Hoe  Pier ;  they  were  making  the  water 
lively  by  driving  the  brit  to  the  surface  and  chasing 
them  out  of  the  water.  Several  even  came  inside 
the  basin  where  the  boats  are  kept.  Some  good 
sport  can  now  be  had  by  whiffing  for  them  with  a 
twenty-five  yard  line,  four-ounce  lead,  three-yard 
snood,  and  six  feet  of  gut,  terminated  by  a  silver 
spinner.  This  weight  is  sufficient  for  a  rowing  boat, 
but  if  sailing  a  heavier  lead  is  necessary,  say,  twelve 
ounces  or  a  pound,  or  even  more  if  going  very  fast. 
— William  Heabdeb  (B.S  A  S  ). 

Valentia. — Sport  continues   good  at  pollack, 
but  no  bass  have  been  had  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (oo.  Kerry). — Sport  has  not  been 
good,  though  the  weather  has  been  favourable 
enough. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.  —  The  weather  has  been  rather 
changeable  for  the  last  few  days,  but  some  good 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Mackerel  are 
coming  to  the  hook  again,  and  several  dozen  per 
boat  is  the  average.  Up  the  Little  sea  a  large 
number  of  bass  have  been  taken.  Stone,  boatman, 
having  661b.  on  July  7.  Rev.  Penfold  has  had 
catches  of  thirty-one,  twenty,  and  nine  fish,  largest 
4|lb.  On  July  6  he  and  a  friend  took  36Jlb.  skate, 
several  dog-fish,  and  about  one  dozen  mackerel.  A 
few  large  bass  have  been  taken  in  the  harbour,  one 
of  101b.  and  several  smaller  ones.  The  prospect  of 
full  baskets  for  some  time  to  come  is  good. — Chas. 
J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


The  Rev.  H.  Pitts,  vicar  of  Moulton,  announces 
that  the  churchyard  wall  is  tumbling  to  pieces  in 
parts,  adding  that  he  has  seen  industrious  house- 
wives beating  their  mats  on  the  churchyard  wall 
and  children  climbing  the  wall  to  sharpen  pencils 
thereon.  He  earnestly  appeals  to  the  parishionera 
to  have  more  reverent  care  for  the  churchyard,  an(J 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  practices. 
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INSECT 
BITES. 

Mosquitoes, 
Gnats,  Flies, 
iViidges. 

PRYOR'S  ANTI-BITE 

An  absolute  PREVENTIVE  against 
the  bites  of  all  Insects. 

THEY  WILL  NOT  COME 
NEAR  IT. 

It  is  delightful  to  use,  has  a  delicate 
perfume,  and  is  perfectly  harmless. 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS. 


DIRECTIONS.— Pont  a  little  into 
the  palm,  and  apply  to  the  face,  neck, 
hands,  and  ankles. 


THE 


EFFECT  OF  ONE  APPLICATION 
LASTS  SEVERAL  HOURS. 


In  Bottles  at  2/-  and  3/6,  post  free. 
Prepared  by 

S.  H.  PRYOR,  Chemist, 

BECKEMHAM,  KENT. 

Special  Agents  : 

HARDY  BROS., 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Specialists, 
ALNWICK  and  Branches. 


A  tablespoonful  in  the  bath  renders  the 
whole  body  proof  against  attack. 


FISHING  TO  LET 

In  West  of  Irelandm 


Lake  Fishing  Free.  Salmon  and  Sea 
Trout  Fishing  on  Owenmore  River  at  a 
moderate  price  by  week  or  month  ;  good 
accommodation  ;  well  recommended. 
Further  particulars  on  application  to — 

FRANCIS  O'BOYLE, 

Hotel,  Bellaeoriek,  Ballina,  Mayo 


IVr.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tackle  Maimer  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUW 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 

Roach  ...  Is.  6d.  )  Per  100  yards. 

Barbel  ...  2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 

Pike  ...  as.  6d.  f  Green 

Salmon  ...  is.  6d.  )  on  Boards. 

Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Beat 
Trout  Flies,  dd.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals:  Paris  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will    AVATERPROOF,    SOFTEN.  unU 
PRESERVE    WALKING.  FI8HING 
SHOOTING,   and   GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  tbem  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  da;Qjp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  Pisheriea- 
iixhibition.  1883. 
Gold  Medal  Awards- 
Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
Fisheries'  EsJiibition,  1905 

1/6  per  bos 


Saiiiijji;  per 
post  2  stamps. 

Of  all  Bootmakers.  Stores.  &o. .  3d.,  Gd.,  1, 

PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


RHODES' 


MIDGFOIL 


Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &e.,  or 

1/3  post  free  from 
158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  QLASGOW. 


L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Riy. 


ANGLING 


IN  THE 


ARUN. 

CHSJLP  TRAINS. 


From 

Every 
Saturday. 

Every  Sunday. 

To 
Pulborough, 
Amberley  and 
Pittleworth. 

To 

Fittle- 
worth. 

To 

Pulborough 
andAmbeney. 

Victoria   .  . 
Clapham  Jnc. 
London  B'dge 
PeokhamRye 
New  Cross  . 

P.M. 

3  57 

4  4 
4  0 

2  67 

3  21 

P.M. 

7  22 
7  30 
7  18 

6  22 

A.M. 

7  0 
7  8 

6  60 

7  1 
7  6 

A.M. 

8  20 
8  28 
8  30 
8  13 
8  16 

SUNDAY 

DAY 
TICKETS, 

2/6 


SAT CRD AY 

to  SUNDAY, 
or  SUNDAY 
to  MONDAY, 


4/- 


SATURDAY 

to 

MONDAY, 


5/ 


For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Rly. ,  London  Bridge.  _j 


PREVENTS 

the  Bites  of 

MOSQUITOES, 
GNATS,  MIDGES 

and  other  RIVERSIDE  PESTS. 


For  years  "  Muscatol  "  has  been  con- 
sidered invaluable  by  Anglers  in  all  parts 
of  the  World. 
(See  "  Fishing  GAZETTE,"i.Tune  30th,  p.  461.) 

Send  post  card  for  particulars,  or  1  /2  for 
SAMPLE   POCKET  BOTTLE. 
Larger  bottles  at  1/9,  3/-,  5/-,  10/6  and  21/-. 

PREPARED  BY 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  Chemist, 

327,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 

"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST    SOFT- GRAINED  QUALITY 
SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


Five  reasons  WHY  it  should  be  used  :- 


BECAUSE  it  is  the  most  killing  bait. 
BECAUSE  it  adheres  to  the  hook. 
BECAUSE  it  is  firm  and  soft. 
BECAUSE  it  is  regular  in  size. 
BECAUSE  it  is  perfect  in  condition  and 
colour,  and  will  keep  any  length  of  time. 

Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 

/Irfofcess.— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfriars,  London,  S.E. 


ESTABLISHED  IBIS. 

KING'S 'NATURAL  BAIT 

OB 

KING'S  ROACH  PASTE 

The  most  succesfiful  for  all  fish  taking. 
A  Paste  Bait.  Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 
White  or  pink.    3d.  &  6d.  per  packet. 

CEROLEXJM. 

A  Compound  of  Deer  and  Mutton  Tats, 
Bees'  Wax,  &c.    The  best  DRESSING 

for  Lines  and  Leather  Goods  known. 
Cakes,  6d.  &  1  s.  each.  Postage  for  both  extra. 

Of  all  TjICKI^K  dealers,  or  from 
the  Maker, 

WM.  KING,  Chemist, 
WOODLANDS,  ST.  JOHN'S,  IPSWICH. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH 
WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


QUICKEST  lAND  MOST  COMPOKTABLE 

BO0TE  between  LONDON  and 
BIBMINGHAM,  MANCHESTEB.  HVEB- 
POOL,  IRELAND  AND  THE  NOHTH. 


Birmingham,  Slanchester,  Liverpool,  and  Glas- 
;ow  can  be  reached  more  quickly  and  easily  from 
Euston  than  from  any  other  London  Terminus. 

SUMMER  TRAIN  SERVICE, 

July,  August,  anil  September. 

Numerous  and  important  additions  and 
improvements  in  the  train  service  on  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  will  be 
made  for  the  summer  months,  including 
new  Corridor  Trains  with  Luncheon  and 
refreshment  cars,  as  well  as  Sleeping 
Saloon  Expresses  between  Euston,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow,  and  the  North,  in  both 
directions. 

Additional  Express  Trains,  with  corridor, 
luncheon,  and  dining  cars,  will  also  be 
established  between  Liverpool,  Manchester, 
and  Scotland. 

New  Express  Trains  for  tourists  and 
families  will  be  run  from  Euston,  Bir- 
mingham, Liverpool,  Manchester,  to  North 
and  Central  Wales,  the  Cambrian  Line, 
Blackpool,  Morecambe,  and  the  English 
Lake  District. 

The  train  service  between  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Halifax,  and  Bristol,  the  West  of  England  and 
South  Wales,  will  be  improved  and  augmented. 

BELFAST  AND  LONDON  via  FLEETWOOD. 
Commencing  June  30th  a  new  Express  Train, 
calling  at  Preston,  Crewe,  andWillesden  Junction 
only,  will  leave  Fleetwood  at  8.6  a.m.  on  Sundays 
in  connection  with  the  steamer  leaving  Belfast 
at  11.40  p.m.  on  Saturday  nights.  The  arrival 
at  Euston  will  be  12.40  p.m. 

THE  ROYAL  MAIL  ROUTE  FROM  ENGLAND 
TO  CORK,  WATERFORD,  AND  KILLARNEY, 
IS  via  HOLYHEAD  AND  DUBLIN. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station,  General  Manager. 

London,  1906. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 
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RICHARD  IHEATLEY&  SON, 

Fly  Book  aad  Box  Makers, 
BIRMINGHAIVI. 

WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


T-ERRIFLY  ,sa 
ERROR   TO   FLIES,  GNATS, 
MIDGES,  &e. 

Anglers  will  find  this  an  Inv  aluable  Addition 
to  their  Outfit. 
Is.  per  bottle,  post  free  Is.  2a. 
S.  W.  DAWSON,   Manufacturing  Chemist, 
West  Norwood,  S.E, 


WE5TLET 


AND  CO.  Ltd., 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


i-:. 

I:- 


C  H 


i'       This  rod  is  designed  for 
^  boat  work  and  for  casting 
heavy  leads  from  the  shore, 
pier,    or  rocks,    and  may 
moreover  be  used  as 
'  -        a  spinning  rod. 

^^j  Built  Cane,  £3. 
Greenheart,£2, 


Westley 
Richards' 

Highest  Grade 

7  ft. 

Sea  Rod. 

.\gate  Revolving  Rings 
throughout. 


The 


"Botteley" 
Sea  Rod. 

Westley  Richards, 

Sole  Makers. 

A  replica  of  the  rod  used 
by  Mr.  James  Botleley,  the 

holder  of  the  Sarcelle 
Challenge  Cup. 

37/6, 


Westley  Richards' 

Mahoe 
Sea  Rod. 

With  Cork  Handle, 

20/. 

Without  Cork  Handle, 

17/6. 


Westley  Richards'  New 
List  contains  full 
particulars  o  f 
other  high-class 
rods  and  Special- 
ities for  Sea  Fish- 
ing. 

A  copy  will  be 
sent  free. 


'*The  requirements  of  the 
Sea  Angler  are  well  looked 
after  by  the  Westley  Richard:! 
Co." 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :— "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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Jlssoctafiotts,  etc. 

Anglers'  Association'. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next.  July  16,  at  8  p.m.  As  per  noti- 
fication at  last  meeting  only  members  having  in 
their  possession  the  delegates'  voting  cards  will  be 
admitted  to  the  meeting. — R.  G.  Woodbutf. 

Anglo-French  Piscatokials. 
As  a  result  of  the  competition  at  Pangbourne,  on 
July  8,  Mons.  H.  Claverie  took  the  first  prize,  the 
first  prize  iot  ladies  being  taken  by  Mrs.  Reuben 
Jacobs.  Another  outing  for  several  prizes  has  been 
arranged  for  July  29  to  Edenbridge  (Stafford  Wood). 
Leave  Charing  Cross  by  5.17  p.m.  train.  A  full 
attendance  is  requested  at  the  general  meeting  on 
July  18. — R.  Jacobs,  hon.  sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
There  was  a  capital  attendance  at  our  ordinary 
meeting  on  July  4,  when  Mr.  H.  Adams  was  in  the 
chair.    Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  member- 


ship and  a  new  member  was  elected.    It  was  decided 
to  have  a  "  sides  "  match  on  July  22  and  a  club 
match  on  Aug.  6,  full  details  of  which  will  be  sent 
to  members  in  due  course,  and  it  was  also  decided 
not  to  enter  for  the  A.A.  shield  competition.  Mr. 
H.  Adams  also  presided  at  a  committee  meeting  on 
July  5,  when  a  great  deal  of  general  business  was 
transacted.    The  most  recent  fishing  results  show 
that  Mr.  J.  Marks  has  taken  dace  ;  Mr.  Sage  tench 
up  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and  rudd  up  to  lib.  loz.  ;  Mr. 
Beatley  chub  and    barbel  (best  51b.  5oz.)  frorti 
Cookham.  while  from  the  Harefield  portion  of  the 
society'sfisheryMr.  Sainton  had  an  eel  of  21b.  I^oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Dalmer  and  Norman  perch,  and  Mr.  Wood- 
Barrett  roach  and  dace.    Mr.  Sellars  took  roach 
(best  1  lb.  3oz. ),  and  Messrs.  H.  C.  and  H.  J.  Tuckwell 
roach  and  dace  at  King's   Langley.    This  last 
week-end  at  Harefield,  Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Wood- 
Barrett  had  roach  well  over  the  society's  standard  ; 
Mr.  Baldock  some  good  samples  of  dace  with  a  fly  • 
Messrs.  Dalmer,  Rodbur,  and  Yarham  several  nice 
perch,  and  Mr.  Cracknell  roach  and  bream  (best 
lib.  lOoz.)  fromDenham  Strait  (Uxbridge  section). 
— E.  B. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  the  above  society, 
held  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  evening  last 
(July  11),  at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Holcombe  occupying  the 
chair,  the  secretary  read  nvimerous  reports  from  the 
society's  agents  around  the  coast.  The  Cullercoats 
agent  reported  the  capture  of  a  large  shark  at  North 
Shields,  weighing  17  stones.  Good  fishing  may  be 
had  at  Brighton,  Worthing,  Bexhill,  Seaford,  and 
several  other  stations.  Mr.  Turner  reported  that 
fishing  at  Seaford  last  week,  he  took  a  lot  of  whiting 
and  mackerel  ;  another  gentleman,  in  same  boat, 
got  a  conger  weighing  181b.  Mr.  Summers  had 
been  to  Newhaven  and  had  fair  bass  fishing,  includ- 
ing four  fish  of  51b.  Mr.  Rogers  and  Mr.  Waller 
at  Southend,  on  July  7,  had  two  score  flounders. 
The  secretary  made  the  following  announcements  : — 
On  Wednesday  next  (July  18),  at  headquarters, 
there  will  be  a  tackle  exhibition,  open  all  day  to 
members.  Also  that  the  programmes  of  cheap 
fares,  etc.,  to  the  coast,  issued  by  the  various 
railv^^ay  companies  may  be  seen  at  headquarters. 
The  entertainment  coimnittee  are  now  arranging 
a  new  programnie  for  the  Wednesday  evening 


MALCOIL&^GO. 

NO  MORE^EA  VyI^ADERS, 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  18/6 

OVER  32   FORK,  21/- 


"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  40/- 

K,  B.  Makstou,  Esq.,  says  :  "  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
of  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  GREEN  STREET.  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


^■1 


The  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cutter 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Can  be  pxed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.  It  is  the  simplest,  there- 
fore the  best. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbroolce  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


PLEASE  PASTE  THIS  REMINDER  UP  IN  YOUR  OFFICE. 

rKagazines  for  our  Bluejackets- 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  begs  to  remind  Publishers  of  Magazines  and 
others  that  parcels  of  "  done  with  "  magazines  which  are  sent  Carriage  Paid  to 

Miss  AGNES  E.  WESTOH,  Royal  Sailors'  Rest,  Devonport, 

are  forwarded,  free  of  charge  for  freight,  to  H.M.  Ships  on  Foreign  Stations  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  are  considered  a  very  great  boon  by  our  Bluejackets. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  feels  sure  that  many  Publishers  of  Magazines 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  at  a  small  expenditure  for  carriage  of  parcels  to  Devonport 
such  great  delight  can  be  distributed  all  over  the  world  to  the  crews  of  our  ships 
of  war. 


LESSONS  GIVEN  IN  SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY  CASTING,  SPINNING,  &C. 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.         Throwing  against  the  Wind,  &c.,  &c. 

CLIENTS  CAN  BE  COACHED  ON  THEIR  OWN  WATER. 

For  Terms,  apply  to  FBED.  G.  SHAW,  11,  Neville  Court.  Abbey  Road,  London,  N.W. 


TO  FISHERMEN  &  TACKLE  DEALERS. 


WITHOUT  RESERVE, 
On   FRIDAY,   JULY  20,  1906, 

A  FINE  STOCK  OF  FISHING  TACKLE 

OF    EVERY  OESCRIPXION, 

From  the  Stock  of  Mr.  HEMANS,  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  of  London, 

By  ]yi;essx*s.   STESVENS   <&  SON'S, 

l^''*Sf  street,  COVent  Garden  (From  whom  lists  may  be  obtained.) 


NOTE.— A  book  that  should  not  be  omitted  from  your  Holiday  Collection. 

By  special  request  a  few  copies  of  this  work  have  been  bound  very  handsomelv  in  limn 
leather,  gilt  edges,  and  wide  margin,  price  S/-  net. 

This  boolc  has  been  most  favourably  reviewed  in  all  the  best  and  leading  literary  and 
general  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  and  America. 


NOW   READY  AT  ALL  BOOKSELLERS  AND  LIBRARIES, 

New  Work  by  "The  Amateur  Angler," 

FISHING    FOR  PLEASURE 

AND 

CATCHING  IT 

Being  an  Account  op  Variods  HoLroAY  and  other  Anqlino  Excursions  in  1903,  1904, 

AND  1905,  BESCRIBED  IN   FOURTEEN   CHAPTERS  BY 

E.   MARSTON,  F.R.G.S., 

AND  Two  Chapters  on 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES, 

By  R.  B.  MARSTON. 

"Complete  content — the  day  has  brought  it — 
He  fished  for  pleasure— and  he  caught  it."— The  Optimist. 

Crown  8vn.,  168  pp.,  cloth,  gilt  top,  15  Illustrations,  printed  on  Chiswick  Press  specially  prepared 
antique  laid  paper,  price  3/6  net.     Also  a  few  copies  bouni  in  limp  leather,  5/-  net. 

London  :  T.  WERNER  LAURIE,  Clifford's  Inn,  E.C. 


LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

Coprldor  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars.   Quickest  Train  Service,  London 
Birmingham,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAL  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,  JULY,  AUGUST,  and  SEPTEMBER,  1908. 


London  (Euston)   dep. 

Edinburgh  (Princes-st.)  arr. 

Glasgow  (Cen.)   „ 

Greenock    ,, 

Gourock   

Oban   „ 

Perth    „ 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

Dundee    ,, 

Aberdeen    ,, 

Ballater    ,, 
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A — Passengers  by  the  7.45  p.m.  from  Euston  will  arrive  at  Inverness  at  8.35  a.m.  from  July 
17  to  Aug.  11.  This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights,  but  will  run  specially  on  Saturday 
night,  Aug.  11. 

B— Saturdays  e.xcepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,    b— Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.   Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  c— Sundays  excepted,  d — On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  8.15a.m.,  Perth  8.45  a  m 
Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m.  ' 

A  Special  Train  will  leave  Euston  at  6.20  p.m.  from  July  9  to  Aug.  13  (Saturdays  excepted),  for 
the  conveyance  of  horses  and  private  carriages  to  all  parte  of  Scotland.  A  carriage  for' the 
conveyance  of  dogs  will  be  attached  to  this  traiu. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  aiid  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

July,  1906. 
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meetings,  and  the  secretary  will  be  glad  to  have  any 
suggestions  from  members  of  subjects  likely  to  be 
of  interest,  or  offers  to  read  papers  or  open  dis- 
cussions at  these  meetings.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  business  part  of  the  meeting  Mr.  Hindley  took 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Summers  then  proceeded  to  read 
a-i  interesting  and  instructive  paper  on  "  Bass  and 
Mullet  Fisliing."  Mr.  Summers  mentioned  that  he 
had  not  any  very  great  experience  in  mullet  fishing, 
but  was  of  opinion  that  a  converted  bass  rod  not 
quite  so  "  whippoy  "  as  a  bass  rod  would  be  found 
very  suitable.  When  fishing  for  mullet  it  would  be 
found  very  necessary  to  approach  the  place  quietly, 
and  to  remain  very  quiet  while  fishing.  The  best 
bait  would  be  plaice  or  ragworm,  or  sometimes  a  fly. 
Small  leads  Mr.  Summers  had  fovind  best,  and  these 
should  be  placed  about  9in.  or  12in.  from  the  hook. 
In  bass  fishing  the  speaker  said  he  had  more  expe- 
rience, and  strongly  recommended  all  sea  fishers  to 
take  up  bass  fishing  seriously  ;  in  fact,  he  was  sur- 
prised that  more  members  did  not  go  in  for  this 
form  of  sport.  Bass  fishing  is  best  during  the 
summer  months,  though  Mr.  Summers  has  had 
good  sport  at  any  time  between  April  and  October 
at  Newhaven.  Bass  are  generally  found  in  the 
estuary  of  a  river,  or  hanging  arovind  certain  spots 
near  rocks.  The  larger,  fish  feeding  near  the  bottom 
drive  the  small  fish  up  to  the  surface,  which  causes 
the  gulls  to  hang  about,  and  this  is  a  very  good 
indication  as  to  where  bass  may  be  found.  Early 
morning,  just  before  or  after  high  tide,  was  the  time 
recommended.  Mr.  Summers  had  found  live-bait 
best,  and  had  at  Newhaven  found  the  largest  fish 
near  the  bottom,  although  railing  is  probably  the 
best-known  method,  using  sand-eel  or  live  prawn 
as  bait.  Fly-fishing-  from  the  shore  gives  good 
sport,  though  the  fish  taken  in  this  manner  gene- 
rally run  rathBr  small,  and  he  had  known  as  many 
as  fifty  fish  taken  at  Newhaven  in  an  evening  while 
fishing  in  this  manner.  The  rod  and  line  Mr. 
Summers  had  used  was  shown.  This  was  a  supple 
rod,  about  lift.  6in.  in  length,  and  a  No.  1  plaited 
silk  line  ;  also  a  fairly  stout  trace  9ft.  long.  Several 
leads  of  various  shapes  and  sizes  were  handed 
round  for  members'  inspection,  and  the  various 
methods  and  fixing  leads,  bait,  etc.,  was  fully 
explained.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the 
paper  several  members  entered  into  a  discussion  on 
several  points  arising  out  of  this  paper.  A  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Summers  for  his  paper 
and  to  the  chairman,  followed  by  the  usual  toast  to 
the  B.S.A.S.,  closed  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
Several  good  trays  of  fish  were  exhibited  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern  at  the  meeting  presided  over 
by  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  on  July  10.  Fishing  reports 
were  very  numerous,  and  included  :  Sea-fishing. — 
Mr.  Vincent  had  taken  flatfish,  pouting,  and  dog- 
fish, whilst  Mr.  Gilbert  from  a  select  water  had 
taken  four  bream  up  to  Iflb.  ;  Mr.  Lee  also  taking 
bream  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  roach  up  to  IJlb.  ;.  Mr. 
Isaacs,  roach  up  to  I  Jib.,  perch  and  many  bream  ; 
Mr.  J.  Wame,  good  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  A.  Wame 
also  having  many  fish  ;  Mr.  Beamont  (chairman), 
fifty  rudd  and  bream ;  Mr.  Loneon,  roach ;  Mr. 
F.  James,  four  nice  chub  (competition  medal)  ; 
Mr.  Snare,  two  fine  perch,  2Jlb.  and  21b.  3oz.  (sent 
for  preservation) ;  Messrs.  R.  and  W.  Mcintosh, 
many  bream,  dace  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Orpin,  five  good 
tench  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  twelve  dace ;  Messrs. 
Griffiths,  Hurren,  Tyerman,  and  others  also  report- 
ing more  or  less  successfully.  The  "  Ladies' 
Competition,"  on  Saturday,  July  14,  was  again 
to  the  front ;  and  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Higgs, 
who  has  kindly  looked  after  the  arrangements, 
will  present  a  special  prize  for  the  best  catch,  whilst 
Mr.  Isaacs  offers  a  pretty  prize  for  the  best  "  minor  " 
fish  caught — either  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  or  minnow. 
Many  of  the  members  will  travel  to  Wraysbury  by 
the  train  leaving  Waterloo  at  2.3  p.m.  Rendezvous 
at  Horton  Bridge  3  to  3-30  ;  "  high-tea  "  imder  the 
Elms  at  5  p.m.,  and  ladies  to  fish  until  7  or  there- 
abouts, as  may  be  arranged.  The  hon.  secretary 
reported  that  he  had  attended,  together  with  Mr. 
Higgs,  the  first  meeting  of  the  Lea  Protection 
Association,  which  passed  off  very  successfully, 
Mr.  Higgs  and  himself  being  elected  to  represent 
the  C.L.P.S.  and  the  Central  Association  respectively 
on  the  council  of  the  newly-formed  body.  The 
usual  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings.— Hon.  Sec. 

Eye  (Sdttolk)  Angling  Club. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  club  was  held  on 
June  28,  the  president,  Mr.  P.  J.  Read,  in  the  chair. 
The  secretary,  Mr.  W.  G.  Watkins,  headmaster  of 
Eye  Grammar  School,  reported  that  the  club  had 
had  a  successful  year.  He  would  hke,  however, 
to  see  rt^ore  jimior  members  in  the  club  taking  prizes. 
This  wan  their  own  fdult,  as  they  did  not  fish  with 
the  sanje  amount  of  care  aod  perseyer^nc*  a«  older 


members.  Club  prizes  were  won  by  C.  Torbell, 
first ;  McQuire,  second ;  D.  Gooderham,  third ; 
Palmer,  fourth  ;  and  Leggett,  fifth.  Prize  for  best 
fish  during  year  won  by  A.  Beckett ;  best  ditto  by 
novice,  G.  Borrett. 

Gbe-sham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Birch  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  -on  July  10,  when  a  pleasant  evening  was 
spent  in  an  informal  manner.  The  question  of  the 
sale  of  bait  during  the  close  season  was  again  under 
discussion,  and  opinion  was  finally  equally  divided 
on  the  subject,  but  it  was  generally  thought  that 
when  the  Act  was  framed  such  a  point  as  has  recently 
been  raised  was  not  contemplated.  Fishing  reports 
were  not  very  rosy,  but  Mr.  E.  Martin  had  trout  of 
21b.  14oz.,  3lb.  8oz.,  and  31b.  12oz.  Mr.  Chasteney 
took  several  trout  at  Chesham,  amongst  them  being 
one  of  1  lb.  9oz.  The  paper  on  "  Thames  Trouting  " 
was  unavoidably  postponed  until  the  autumn.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Thonger  has  kindly  undertaken  the  over- 
looking of  the  weed-cutting  at  Chesham,  and  this, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  completed  by  Saturday  next. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBTXRY  Angling  Society. 

A  neat  little  dinner  on  July  II  celebrated  the 
reunion  of  o\xr  members  from  Joyce's  Land.  At 
the  meeting  which  followed  Irish  experiences  were 
given,  and  proved  most  interesting,  bringing  back 
pleasant  recollections  of  Pat  Summerville's  com- 
fortable home  and  his  able  assistants.  Several 
members  have  visited  the  club  trout  fishery,  but 
report  that  the  fish  are  not  moving,  and  the  river 
requires  a  good  fiushing,  and  I  have  heard  of  no 
capture  of  specimen  fish.  Dr.  Johnson  Smith  has 
taken  some  nice  perch  from  our  Barford  Fishery, 
and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  has  recorded  a  specimen  dace 
of  lOJoz.— G.  R. 

Marlborough  and  District  Angling 
Association. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  recently  it  was  decided 
that  a  five-guinea  cup  should  be  fished  for  on 
Aug.  29.  With  the  cup  a  purse  of  two  guineas  will 
be  presented.  For  the  second,  one  guinea,  and 
half-a-gurnea  for  the  third.  At  the  annual  dinner 
the  week  following  the  cup  competition  the  prizes 
will  be  distributed.  The  club  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  A  part  of  the  water  has  been  dragged, 
and  many  pounds  restocked.  Over  200  pike  have 
been  put  in,  and  a  good  consignment  of  rainbow 
trout,  which  are  thriving  well.  The  water  is  in 
excellent  condition,  and  a  good  season's  sport 
anticipated. — G.  E.  Allen,  hon.  sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  when  Mr.  W.  M.  CoUes  reported  good  sport 
on  the  Kennet  (private  water).  He  had  four  brace 
of  trout  here,  but  as  none  of  his  captures  came  up 
to  his  self-imposed  minimum  retainable  weight  of 
1  lb.  Soz.,  the  whole  catch  was  returned  to  the  river. 
On  the  Lambourn  Mr.  Colles  took  no  fewer  than 
five  brace  of  fish,  but  none  of  these  were  up  to  the 
■  society's  limit  of  1  lin.  in  length,  and  had  to  go  back. 
Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole  killed  several 
brace  of  trout  and  grayling  on  the  Itcheh,  and  in 
Luxembourg  Colonel  Gordon  had  twenty-six  trout 
in  one  day.  In  a  private  part  of  the  Colne  the 
colonel  killed  5|-  brace  of  trout — best  two  fish,  21b. 
each.  Mr.  J.  H.  Ball  made  a  201b.  bag  of  trout  at 
Wildbad.— Hon.  Sec. 


HOLIDAY  NOTES. 


"  Off  for  the  Holidays  "  is  the  title  of  a  pictorial 
poster  by  which  the  Great  Central  Railway  Co. 
draws  the  public  attention  to  their  arrangements 
for  the  holiday  season,  and  an  examination  of  their 
ABC  programme  demonstrates  that  this  enter- 
prising company  has  done  everything  possible  to 
pro\'ide  for  the  holiday  traveller.    For  those  wishing 
to  visit  the  bracing  health  resorts  on  the  North-East 
coast,  tickets  are  announced  every  Saturday  during 
the  season,  covering  a  period  from  three  to  seventeen 
days  for  17s.  to  Cleethorpes,  or  21s.  to  Scarborough 
and  Filey.    Similar  tickets  are  issued  to  the  West 
coast  watering-places,  namely,  to  Southport  and 
Liverpool  for  19s.,  to  Blackpool,  Lytham,  St.  Anne's 
and  Fleetwood  for  21s.,  and  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man) 
for  23s.  6d.  and  27s.  6d.    Every  Thursday  cheap 
tickets  for  sixteen  days  are  obtainable  to  all  the 
principal  health  and  pleasure  resorts  in  Ireland. 
Cheap  tickets  are  also  issued  every  Saturday  for 
three,  six  or  eight  days  to  over  200  towns  and 
places  in  the  Midlands,  Yorkshire,  Lancashire  and 
North  of  England.    In  the  majority  of  cases  ,the 
fare  for  an  eight  days'  ticket  is  less  than  a  sovereign. 
Such  low  fare  tickets  are,  however,  not  offered  to 
the  detriment  of  comfortable  and  expeditious  travel, 
as  passengers  are  allowed  to  perform  the  journey  by 
express  trains,  composed  of  up-to-date  corridor  stock, 
and     bu^et  car  is  att^clie^  for  the  provision  of 


meals  on  the  train  at  a  most  reasonable  tariff. 
For  those  desirous  of  spending  a  pleasant  day  or 
week-end  in  the  country,  facilities  are  announced 
suitable  for  all  tastes.  There  are  day  and  half-day 
excursions  to  many  delightful  spots  in  Herts  and 
Bucks,  and  for  the  pedestrian  and  cyclist  over  forty 
tours  have  been  arranged,  many  of  them  covering' 
fresh  ground  now  accessible  by  the  opening  of  the 
new  suburban  line  into  Buckinghamshire.  Lovers 
of  Shakespeare  are  given  the  opportimity  of  visiting 
Stratford-on-Avon  three  days  a  week  at  a  special 
inclusive  fare  ;  for  the  modest  sum  of  148.  the 
journey  to  Stratford  is  covered,  including  two  drives, 
luncheon  and  dinner.  Every  Friday  and  Saturday 
week-end  tickets  available  by  any  ordinary  train 
are  issued  to  all  the  inland  and  seaside  holiday 
resorts,  extending  from  the  Midlands  to  the  North 
of  Scotland.  These  arrangements  are  conveniently 
tabulated  in  the  form  of  an  A  B  C  excursion  pro- 
gramme, obtainable,  free  of  cost,  at  Marylebone 
Station,  N.W.,  or  at  any  of  the  Company's  town 
offices  and  agencies  situated  throughout  London  and 
suburbs. 


Commencing  on  July  28,  a  special  third  class 
express  excursion  will  be  run  on  Saturdays  from 
London  to  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh  by  the  Midland 
route,  leaving  St.  Pancras  at  11  a.m.  Tickets  avail- 
able for  eight  or  sixteen  days  will  be  issued  by  this 
train,  to  which  a  third-class  dining  car  will  be 
attached.  The  train  will  be  composed  of  corridor 
carriages  of  the  modem  Midland  type  with  lava- 
tories, etc.,  so  that  travellers  to  Scotland  by  this 
route  will  be  conveyed  with  the  maximum  of 
comfort. 


£110,000. .FOR  CHARITIES.  " 

Mr.  Francis  William  Webb,  for  many  years 
superintendent  engineer  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway,  left  estate  of  the  gross  value  of 
£211,543,  of  which  the  net  personalty  has  been 
sworn  at  £196,158.  He  bequeathed  the  following 
sums  for  charitable  purposes  : — 

£10,000  to  found  a  nursing  institution  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poorer  classes  in  the  Borough  of  Crewe. 

£5000  to  the  benevolent  fund  of  the  Institute  of 
Civil  Engineers. 

£3000  for  St.  John  the  Baptist  Mission  Church, 
Crewe,  or  for  a  parsonage  for  the  same. 

£3000  for  a  similar  purpose  in  connection  with  a 
mission  room  for  the  parish. 

£3000  for  the  benefit  of  the  parish  church  of  a 
vestry  hall  or  mission  room  at  Crewe. 

£2000  to  endow  a  bed  in  University  College  Hos- 
pital, to  be  called  the  "  Francis  Webb  Bed,"  and  to 
be  preferably  for  the  relief  of  L.  and  N.W.R. 
employes. 

£2000  to  Owens  College,  Mancheste  ,  to  establish 
a  Webb  scholarship  for  the  benefit  of  L.  and  N.W.R. 
employes  and  their  sons. 

£2000  to  the  University  CoUege  of  Liverpool,  for 
a  similar  purpose. 

£1000  to  the  men's  convalescent  home  at  Rhyl. 

£1000  to  the  Devonshire  Hospital  and  Buxton 
Bath  Charity. 

£1000  to  the  Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital. 

£1000  to  the  Railway  Servants'  Orphanage, 
Derby. 

£1000  to  the  Institute  of  Civil  Engineers,  for  pro- 
viding annually  a  "  Webb  "  medal,  and  a  premium 
of  books  to  be  awarded  for  the  best  paper  on  railway 
machinery. 

£500  to  the  Royal  Albert  Asylum  for  Idiots  and 
Imbeciles  at  Lancaster. 

Subject  to  the  payment  of  these  legacies,  and 
estate  duty,  etc.,  which  will  amount  to  over  £30,000 
for  the  Exchequer,  the  testator  left  the  residue  of 
his  estate,  about 

£75,000,  to  erect  and  endow  an  orphanage  for 
orphan  children  of  deceased  employds  of  the  London 
and  North-Western  Railway,  to  be  known  as  the 
"Webb  Orphanage." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  :  — 

25,100.  Fishing.  Patentee :  T.  Peterson,  Hamil- 
ton House.  Victoria  Embankment,  London.  Reels, 
automatic  brakes  for.  A  number  of  modifi- 
cations are  described,  in  all  of  which  the  braking 
pressure  is  controlled  by  the  tension  of  the  line. 
The  brake  block  is  applied  to  the  hub  of  the  reeL 
The  pivoted  brake  block,  which  is  pressed  against 
the  hub  by  the  adjustable  spring,  has  its  free  end 
in  contact  with  the  shoulder  of  the  pivoted  lever 
let  into  a  recess  in  the  side  of  the  reel.  The  lino 
passes  from  the  reel  between  the  roller  and  guide  to 
an  eye  ia  the  rod.  The  tension  of  the  spring  ia 
adjusted  by  screw  pins  with  or  without  links. 
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^offings  be  i^c  ^ag. 


Behold  the  blossom,  and  the  bee. 
Behold  their  joy — so  comfort  thee  !  .  .  . 
Then  I  admired  and  took  my  part 

With  crowds  of  happy  things  the  while  : 
With  open  velvet  butterflies. 
That  swung,  and  spread  their  peacock  eyes. 
As  if  they  cared  no  more  to  rise 

From  off  their  beds  of  camomile. 

— Jeajst  Ingelow. 


AuGLERS  who  have  fished  near  Safiron  Walden 
will  hear  with  deep  regret  of  the  sad  bereavement 
of  Mr.  '  and  Mrs.  Frank  Hardwick.  Frank  is  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Saffron  Walden  A.S.,  and 
^'isitors  on  angling  bent  were  always  certain  of  a 
cordial  reception.  Mr.  John  Davies  (Mrs.  Hard- 
wick's  father)  died  on  Sundaj'  morning,  July  8, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Hardwick  (Mr.  F.  Hardwick' s 
father)  died  on  Friday,  July  6.  Needless  to  say, 
they  have  the  sincerest  sympathy  of  a  large  circle 
of  sorrowing  friends. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Central  Association 
r  of  London  Anglers  ten  guineas  was  voted  to  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  A  vote  of 
condolence  was  passed  to  the  widow  and  friends  of 
the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Price,  who  had  been  honorary 
solicitor  to  the  society  for  many  years.  A  new 
club,  the  Jolly  Sailors,  was  enrolled. 


The  angling  competition  of  clubs  enrolled  on  the 
South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List  (Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade  president,  Mr.  G.  Cartwright  vice- 
president)  will  take  place  at  Yalding  on  Sunday, 
July  15.  Boundarj"^:  Railway  Bridge,  Yalding,  to 
Wateringbury  Bridge.  Tliames  measureme^t  ; 
roving,  towing-path  onlyj  one  rod  to  be  carried ; 
start  by  signal ;  hybrids  at  bream  standard. 
Tickets  must  be  stamped  on  the  morning  and  fish 
weighed  at  the  Anchor  Hotel,  Yalding;  door  closed 
6.30  p.m.  Entrance  fee,  6d.,  to  be  added  to  £5 
voted  as  prizes.  Special  excursion  fare,  3s.  Id. 
Leave  London  Bridge  at  7.6,  New  Cross  7.14 ;  leave 
Yalding  7.27  p.m.    C.  Chapman,  hon.  sec. 


Maldon. 

"IVLujDOn  stands  on  a  hill  at  the  head  of  the 
River  Blaekwater,  in  Essex,  the  one  position  in 
the  district  which  must  have  always  been' occupied 
as  a  hill,  fort,  or  town  from  the  very  earliest  period  ; 
the  real  antiquity  of  such  a  town  can  never  be 
measured  by  appeal  to  Saxon  charters  or  Roman 
remains,  which  belong  to  a  comparatively  modern 
period  of  its  history.  ■«  Distance  from  London,  37-|^ 
miles  by  road,  44  from  Liverpool-street,  whence 
run  to  Maldon  14  trains  daily.  Two  stations, 
Maldon  East  and  Maldon  West.  The  great  glory 
of  Maldon  is  its  river,  says  the  local  historian. 
It  certainly  affords  most  enjoyable  facilities  for 
yachting,  boating,  bathing,  for  the  pursuit  of  sport 
and  natural  history,  or  as  a  quiet  and  bracing  resort 
for  the  overburdened  holiday  maker." 

*  *  *  * 

Thus  the  handy  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company,  a  copy  of  which  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Line,  Liverpool-street  Station.  It  also  says 
with  regard  to  the  fishing  : — 

"  The  various  kinds  of  fishing  are  too  numerous 
to  mention.  In  the  fresh-water  river  of  the  Chelmer 
Navigation  Company,  above  Beeleigh,  are  perch, 
carp,  tench,  bream,  loach,  lampern,  gudgeon, 
stickleback,  and  bullhead,  while  the  Blaekwater 
itself  is  rich  in  dabs,  plaice,  whiting,  codling,  bull- 
rout,  weaver,  red  gurnard,  soles,  bass,  grey  mullet, 
garfish,  eels,  skate,  rays  ;  salmon  and  salmon-trout 
are  frequently  taken,  and  a  royal  sturgeon  now  and 
again.    Porpoises  and  seals  are  not  uncommon." 

*  *  *  * 

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  pretty  picture  postcard  of 
Beeleigh  Weir,  one  mile  from  Maldon,  from  friend 
"  Tom."  He  says :  "  I  got  three  perch  of  about  1  lb. 
each  with  worms,  fishing  about  three  yards  from  bank 
under  roots.  Plenty  of  eels  being  speared  in  mud 
on  canal  shallows.  Fish  rising  everywhere,  all  sizes. 
Baits  are  scarce  here,  so  advise  bringing  them  with 
you  if  you  think  of  coming  down.  I  may  add  that 
the  Ilford  Club  preserves  are  near  here,  and  that 
there  are  about  fourteen  miles  of  free  canal 
fishing  to  Chelmsford.  Deep,  level  banks.  One 
side  private." 


FiSHiNO  the  West  Middlesex  Reservoir  recently, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Hoar,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Cax- 
tonian  Anglers,  amongst  other  good  fish,  captured 
a  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.  ./......  -  ,   


FONTAINEBLEAU  EN  FllTE. 

TouTE  pavois6e,  toute  fleurie,  la  jolie  ville  de 
Fontainebleau  etait  en  fete,  hier  matin  ;  partout 
des  drapeaux  deploy^s,  et,  a  chaque  fenetre,  des 
guirlandes  de  fleurs  multicolores  du  plus  ravissant 
effet ;  avec  cela,  une  fovile  joyeuse  emplissait  les 
avenueB  et  les  rues  ensoleUltes.  Dans  cette  foule, 
on  remarquait,  tres  entourfis,  des  hommes  et  des 
femmes  porteurs  de  Cannes  a  peche  ;  tout  ce  monde 
se  dirigeait  vers  la  gare,  pour  attendre  le  train 
special  qui  amenait  a  Fontainebleau  les  concurrents 
parisiens  de  notre  Concours  international  de  peche 
a  la  ligne,  les  personnages  officiels  et  I'Harmonie  du 
Journal.    From  which  it  will  be  seen  that 

*  *  •  * 

The  international  competition  organised  by  our 
enterprising  Entente  Cordiale  confrire,  Le  Journal, 
took  place  at  Fontainebleau  on  Sunday  in  glorious 
weather,  and  was  witnessed  by  over  3000  enthusiastic 
spectators.  Some  650  competitors  entered  the  lists, 
45  of  whom  were  of  the  gentler  sex,  the  Govern- 
ment being  represented  by  M.  Saillard,  Inspector- 
General,  specially  delegated  by  M.  Ruan,  Minister 
for  Agriculture.  The  first  prize  for  weight  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Victor  Cremers,  of  the  Belgian 
Piscatorial  Society,  whose  total  catch  of  twentj^- 
eight  fish  tvirned  the  scale  at  321  grammes  (a  little 
over  lloz.).  Mr.  Van  den  Branden,  another 
Belgian,  took  first  prize  for  number,  with  thirty 
fish,  weighing  305  grammes  (lOioz.). 

*  *  *  « 

The  highest  honours  for  ladies  went  to  Madame 
Langlois  for  a  6oz.  roach,  and  not  the  least  pleasing 
incident  in  the  day's  proceedings  was  the  ovation 
accorded  her  by  her  fellow  competitors,  who 
"  chaired "  her  off  the  groimd  on  their  rods.  In 
short,  though  no  records  were  broken,  the  day 
proved  a  most  enjoyable  one  to  the  fishermen, 
fisherwomen,  spectators,  and — with  a  few  exceptions 
— to  the  fish.    Vive  U entente  Cordiale  I 

*  ♦  *  * 

Mens.  C.  Franco,  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials, 
received  the  following  telegram  on  Sunday  :^ — • 
"  Pecheurs  Francais  envoient  a  I'occasion  du 
concours  international  de  Fontainebleau  leur  salut 
cordial  et  fraternel  aux  pecheurs  Anglais.  La 
ligne  flottant  a  Dumontier  le  Journal  G.  Chauviere." 

To  which  he  replied  :  "  English  anglers  thank  the 
French  anglers  for  their  cordial  good  wishes,  and 
wish  them  every  success." 

*  •  •  • 

I  may  just  mention  en  passant  that  after  a 
desperate  struggle  one  of  the  anglers  succeeded  in 
harpooning  a  fine  2J^oz.  frog,  his  only  catch  of  the 
daj'.  The  jury,  after  impressing  on  him  that  a 
frog  is  not  a  fish,  rewarded  him  with  a  consolation 
prize.  What  became  of  the  frog  is  not  recorded. 
What  is  a  2Joz.  frog  amongst  one  ? 


The  Sobbows  of  a  "  Babb  "-abian  Angles. 

As  I  my  brook  was  wandering  by, 
A  lusty  trout  I  did  espy, 

Likewise  a  grayling. 

Said  I,  "  To  catch  these  fish  I'll  try  "  ! 
For  fishing  with  a  well-oiled  fly 
Is  my  one  failing. 

Now,  as  with  might  and 'main  I  tried 
To  reach  the  fish  a  bull  I  spied, 
And  climbed  a  paling  ! 

But  meeting  barbed  wire  a-top 
(To  catch  the  fish  I  didn't  .  top), 
Unluckily  I  came  a  crop — 
Per  on  the  pnd  that  isn't  "  top," 
Much  grief  entailing. 

I  hooked  it  (not  thejfish)  and  split 
Mv  nether  garment,  just  a  bit. 
The  tailor's  bean  and  darned  the  slit. 
Alas  !  my  best  attempts  to  sit 
Are  unavailing  ! 

— Baebabossa. 


Mb.  C.  Bedwell,  of  York,  was  fishing  on  July  4 
in  the  York  water  of  the  River  Lidel,  when  he  cap- 
tured a  barbel  of  41b.  3oz.  A  friend — Mr.  E.  V. 
Fearnley — also  killed  a  chub  of  21b.  14oz.  The  fish 
gave  good  sport,  and  members  of  the  York  and 
District  Amalgamation  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  possession  of  such  a  well-stocked  stretch. 


I  AM  pleased  to  notice  that  Mr.  Poole,  so  long  of 
Broadwall,  S.E.,  has  moved  to  more  convenient 
premises  at  the  corner  of  Roupell-street.  Mr.  P.  is 
not  Ukely  to  lose  any  of  his  old  customers,  as  the 
move  is  only  a  few  yards,  but  will  probably  gain 
many  new  ones,  as  the  new  shop  is  on  the  short  cut 
to  Waterloo  Station.  As  becomes  the  virtual 
founder  of  the  Briny  Anglers,  Mr.  P.  tells  me  he  is 
making  a  great  speciality  of  sea  tackle.       ,      .   .  , 


Anotheb  "  Unusual  "  Occubbence. 
"  FiSHEE  "  writes  : — "  While  fishing  the  other 
day  in  a  burn  near  Edinburgh  (Gogar)  along  with 
two  friends,  I  had  what  is  to  me  an  unusual  thing 
happen  on  two  occasions.  The  water  is  supposed 
to  be  a  trout  stream,  and  running  very  low  and  clear, 
and  we  all  fished  with  worm.  With  my  first  cast 
I  caught  what  seemed  to  be  a  trout,  but  on  landing 
it  found  it  to  be  a  perch,  which  I  have  never 
before  caught  in  a  burn.  I  was  fishing  with  two 
hooks,  about  1ft.  apart,  and  to  my  surprise  on 
my  next  cast  another  perch  took  first  one  bait  and 
then  the  other.  I  found  both  hooks,  which  I  had  to 
cut  out,  quite  deep  in  the  stomach  of  the  fish, 
and  several  casts  afterwards  the  same  thing  again 
happened.  The  fish  were  so  greedy  that  it  was 
only  a  case  of  throwing  in  the  bait  and  it  was  taken 
(always  by  a  perch)  at  once.  We  might  have  filled 
a  bag  with  perch,  either  with  worm  or  fly,  but  not 
one  of  us  caught  or  saw  a  trout  the  whole  day.  All 
were  about  the  same  size,  about  8in.,  and  fought 
like  trout." 


On  Thursday  evening  next,' July  19,  Mr.  Charles 
Sparrow,  of  Australia,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Wren  will 
give  a  strong  programme  of  dramatic  and  musical 
recitals  at  Steinway  Hall.  Madame  Patti  has  been 
very  appreciative  of  Miss  Wren's  vocal  powers. 


An  angler  writes  : — "  Dear  Dragnet, — While 
fishing  in  the  River  Adur  on  Monday  last  I 
had  a  bite,  struck,  and  thought  I  had  hooked  a 
good  fish,  but  on  reeling  up  I  found  that  I  had  an 
eel  on  one  hook  and  a  flounder  on  the  other,  hooked 
in  the  back.  You  are  clever  at  settling  things, 
may  I  ask  if  it  is  a  million  to  one  against  it  occurring 
again  ?  "  [I  never  bet  myself,  so  cannot  say  what 
the  odds  are.    Bet,  better,  best — left  alone.] 


Discussing  the  question  of  baits  for  pike  with  a 
friend,  he  assured  me  that  he  could  verify  the 
following  as  being  frequently  used  by  one  old 
fisherman  in  his  neighbourhood :  Sparrows  (alive), 
mice,  small  rats,  and  moles  (young). 


Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  remember 
former  annual  issues  of  the  Holiday  Number  of  the 
Financial  News.  The  one  for  this  present  year  of 
grace  is  now  in  circulation,  and  all  who  are  in 
doubt  as  to  where  they  shall  go  for  their  holiday 
cannot  do  better  than  get  a  copy  from  the  publisher, 
II,  Abchurch-lane,  E.C.  Brief  accounts,  mostly 
illustrated,  are  given  of  all  the  popular,  and  also 
the  less  known  and  often  more  enjoyable  resorts, 
thfe  various  attractions  of  each  being  enumerated, 
and  the  best  hotels,  &c. ,  mentioned.  In  brief,  it  is 
full  of  the  very  information  holiday  seekers  need. 


On  the  opening  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company's  new  route  to  Sheringham  on  July  23, 
it  is  announced  that  a  luncheon  car  will  be  attached 
on  week  days  to  the  1.30  p.m.  express  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Cromer,  Mundesley,  and  Sheringham, 
and  from  the  same  date  similar  accommodation  will 
be  provided  on  the  up  journey  by  the  1  p.m.  express 
ex  Cromer,  which  is  joined  at  North  Walsham 
by  trains  leaving  Sheringham  at  12.36  p.m.  and 
Mundesley  at  12.47  p.m.  Dining  cars  are  already 
running  on  the  4.55  p.m.  train  from  Liverpool-street 
to  Cromer,  and  a  breakfast  car  is  attached  to  the 
8  a.m.  train  from  Cromer  to  London  on  week-days. 
The  latter  from  July  23  wiU  be  in  connection  with 
a  train  leaving  Sheringham  at  7.35  a.m.,  due  into 
Liverpool-street  at  11.25  a.m. 


Mb.  R.  W.  Vebnon  writes  : — "  Last  Sunday  I 
saw  an  enormous  chub  being  carried  by  a  boy 
towards  Goring.  I  asked  a  farmer  who  was  near 
about  it,  and  he  said  it  had  been  taken  by  a  gentle- 
man (from  the  bank,  I  suppose),  and  its  weight 
was  61b.  As  far  as  I  could  judge  from  my  boat 
this  was  quite  correct.  I  cannot  get  any  particulars 
about  it  here,  but  thought  you  would  like  to  hear, 
as  I  saw  it  myself." 


The  Mick  is  nothing  if  not  kindhearted.  Cruelty 
to  animals  is  his  pet  aversion,  in  fact,  he  is  the 
very  essence  of  the  milk  of  human,  etc.,  etc.,  till 
he's  put  out.  The  other  day  he  was  trudging 
along  with  a  heavily-laden  portmanteau  on  his 
shoulder,  and  feeling  very  tired  hailed  a  passing 
tramcar  and  went  insid^  Instead  of  taking  a  seat, 
however,  he  walked  to  the  end  of  the  car  and, 
leaning  his  back  against  the  door,  stood  there  with 
the  bag  on  his  shoulder.  "  Why  the  devil  don't 
you  sit  down  and  put  yer  bundle  on  the  floor," 
shouted  the  conductor.  "  Why  !  "  retorted  Mick  ; 
"  why  is  it,  indade  ?  What  about  the  poor  'osses, 
ye  hathen  Chinee  ?  Haven't  the  poor  divils  got 
enough  to  carry  now  ?  "  ,  .    .   •  ,     ,  Dbagnet. 
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Telejp-ams:  "REELS.  NEWARK. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 

FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  NE WJLRK-ON-TRENX. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  In  the  Worltim 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E.I- 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  H,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  chock, 
aluminium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout. 

3  in.           3^  in.           4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufaeturep  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom- 
Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "  Insa  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  4i  ozs.  and  upwards, 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  details  of  the  above 
is  losing  sport. 


Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing iTackle  post  free  on  application.- 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

N  E  WCASTLE-O  N-TYN  E. 


For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  k  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

30-/;  14  ft.,  32/-.   These  Rods  are  made  suitable  for  Fly,  Minnow,  or  Worm.'  ' 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE," 

superior  fittings ;  2  tops,  9  ft.,  11/6 ;  10  ft.,  12/- ;  11  ft.,  12/6 ;  12  ft.,  13/6. 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Rangre,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


WADERS.   '^'•°"«^rs,  22/6  to  30/-.     Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 

'^■^ I  pair  Guaranteed.  -^av-u 

BROGUES.  Special  Baric  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  rom- 
fortable  Brogue  made,  25/-. 

See  our  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON^An^W^SUJEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  READY, 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 


Also   .JUST  PUBZISHED. 


n 


"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Fraxcls 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4gd.  post  free. 

WRITE   FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY, 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"Halcyon,  Leeds." 


OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

Pitt vi lie  Gates, 
CHELTENHAM, 

FLY  DRESSERS  AND   FISHING  TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS. 


9  Gold  Medals,  &c.,  Atvarded, 

84  SALMON 

were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut 
Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  selling  at  6/6  each. 

240  TROUT 

were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts. 
The  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability. 

A  Large  and  Varied  Assortment  of  Irish,  Scotch,  and 
Norwegian  Flies  in  Stock. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 
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Pfovifieial  flugliflg  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sunday  last  was  a  busy  day  with  our  railway 
companies,  as  independent  of  the  ordinary  train 
taking  out  our  members  four  special  trains  were 
run.  The  special  chartered  by  the  St.  Paul's  Club 
to  carry  the  members  and  friends  to  Abingdon 
took  361  passengers,  175  members  took  part  in  the 
contest,  which  was  fished  under  the  Thames  limit. 
The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and 
the  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Sport  was  very  tame,  as  the  fish  were  ofi  the 
feed.  Mr.  W.  Kamberly  was  the  first  prize 
winner,  which  consists  of  a  parlour  suite  of 
furniture.  Mr.  Gibson,  the  secretary  of  the  Abing- 
don Association,  acted  as  referee,  and  the  committee 
of  the  Abingdon  Association  acted  as  umpires.  A 
special  night  will  be  set  apart  for  the  distribution 
of  the  prizes,  which  are  over  £30  in  value.  The 
Bacchus  Society  held  their  seventh  excursion  and 
contest  on  July  8.  The  members  and  their 
friends  went  by  a  special  fast  train  to  Worcester, 
and  then  from  Worcester  Bridge  by  steamer  to 
Upton  -  on  -  Severn.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
members  contested  for  the  Silver  Challenge  Cup, 
and  over  £20  worth  of  prizes.  Sport  was  good, 
on  the  whole,  and  Mr.  T.  Jenning  succeeded 
in  carrying  off  the  chief  honours.  A  number  of 
other  contests  were  fished.  About  forty  members 
of  one  of  our  clubs  went  to  Lonsom  Ford 
and  fished,  or  tried  to  fish,  the  canal  that 
some  few  weeks  ago  was  emptied.  The  con- 
sequence was  that  not  one  caught  a  fish. 
Perch  fishing  has  been  good  both  in  the  pools  and 
rivers.  A  grand  catch  was  made  last  week  at 
Whitacre.  One  gentleman  took  over  ninety  fish  in 
two  hours,  the  largest  fish  being  over  2Jlb.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Sutton  Park  pools. 
The  roach  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat.  The 
bait  has  been  responsible  for  some  good 
catches.  Fishing  has  been  good  in  the  Dart- 
mouth Park,  West  Bromwich,  Drayton  Manor 
pools.  Fazeley,  near  Tamworth,  has  now  been 
thrown  open  to  the  public,  who  can  fish  for  Is.  3d. 
per  day. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE 

Bream  fishing  continues  to  be  prosecuted  with 
much  vigour,  not  only  on  the  Witham  but  also  on 
the  Boston  drains,  and  on  the  Glen  at  Surfleet. 
As  showing  the  great  amount  of  interest  displayed 
in  this  branch  of  sport  just  now,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  an  excursion  from  Leeds  brought  four 
hundred  anglers  to  Surfleet  on  July  8,  when  one 
of  the  largest  competitions  ever  held  on  the  Glen 
took  place  there.  The  fishing  lasted  for  five  hours, 
the  weight  of  the  winner  being  361b.  In  addition 
to  those  fishing  in  the  match,  a  large  number  of 
Sheffielders  were  also  at  work,  and  one  creeled 
7  stone  of  bream,  one  or  two  of  the  heaviest  weigh- 
ing between  71b.  and  81b.  apiece.  The  Glen  at 
Surfleet  has  become  quite  the  rendezvous  of  York- 
shire fishermen,  and  so  far  as  bream  and  roach  are 
concerned,  the  water  is  hard  to  beat.  As  a  result 
of  recent  angling  successes  in  the  district  named, 
new  clubs  are  springing  up.  One  of  such  has  just 
been  established  at  Gosberton.  On  most  waters 
roach  fishing  is  now  improving,  and  with  the  fish 
rapidly  getting  into  condition  the  sport  should 
soon  become  general.  Perch  are  also  giving  capital 
sport,  and  one  day  last  week  Mr.  Southwell,  a 
member  of  the  Spalding  Fishing  Club,  killed  a 
perch  in  the  Glen  weighing  21b.  2oz. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

Owing  to  a  "  big  blaze  "  at  King's  Mills,  Driffield, 
one  of  the  trout  streams  has  been  polluted,  and 
according  to  reports  has  played  havoc  with  the 
trout,  which  is  much  to  be  deplored,  for  some  of  the 
finest  trout  in  Yorkshire  are  to  be.found  in  the  famous 
Driffield  trout  streams.  Sport  in  the  top  stretches  of 
the  River  Hull  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  past 
week,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  being  well  on  the 
feed ;  and  with  pearl-barley  some  nice  takes  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  made  on  the  Driffield  Canal 
at  Brigham.  and  Snakeholme,  Messrs.  Dunbar  and 
Ledger,  of  the  St.  Leger  Angling  Club,  showing 
about  101b.  each,  the  fish  averaging  over  Jib. 
each.  Paste  is  also  accounting  for  some  nice 
fish  in  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  Wawne, 
and  Dunswell,  Messrs.  J.  Cheeseman,  Thompson, 
and  others  taking  some  good  dace  and  roach 
at  the  latter  place  on  Monday.  The  prizes  won 
at  the  annual  hospital  match  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  were 
presented  to  the  successful  competitors  on  Friday 


evening  (July  6)  at  the  Queen's  Hotel ;  the 
match  took  pltice  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby 
Sluice,  on  June  30,  when  during  the  two  hours, 
the  time  of  the  match,  some  very  fair  catches 
were  made,  the  first  prize  being  taken  hy  Mr.  G. 
W.  Schofield  with  81b.  6oz ;  second,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Barker,  31b.  14oz.  ;  and  third  by  Mr.  T.  G.  Martin, 
with  21b.  9Joz.  Twenty-two  clubs  entered  teams 
for  the  Challenge  Shield,  which  was  won  this  year 
by  the  West  Hull  Angling  Association,  with  an 
aggregate  of  101b.  6Joz.  Another  new  angling  club 
has  been  formed  in  this  district  by  the  Hull  City 
Police,  many  of  the  members  of  the  Force  being 
enthusiastic  anglers,  and  they  have  decided  to  bo 
affiliated  to  the  Amalgamation. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Some  fine  brown  trout  are  being  killed  on  the 
Kent  just  now.  The  best  fish,  since  I  wrote  last, 
was  caught  by  Captain  Morris  on  the  Levens  Park 
waters  on  the  5th.  It  was  taken  in  the  evening  on 
No.  4  winged  files,  and  pulled  33oz.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  handling  this  trout  and  a  shorter,  thicker, 
or  better  fi^h  one  could  not  wish  to  see.  Mr. 
Robert  Garnett  had  another  good  one  of  20oz.  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  week,  and  on  Monday  night 
last  he  took  four,  which  weighed  3Jlb.  between 
them — the  best  weighing  19oz.  Mr.  Simpson 
killed  one  of  20oz.  in  Cowanhead  dam  with  the 
natural  minnow,  and  Mr.  Harry  Crossley  another 
of  the  same  weight  in  the  Lound  dam  with  fly.  Mr. 
J ames  Kellett  had  seven  the  other  evening,  which 
weighed  together  31b.  lOoz  ,  and  Mr.  Mackereth 
four,  which  ran  over  half  a  pound  apiece.  I  hear 
also  that  of  late  some  big  trout  have  been  killed 
with  worm,  well  down  the  stream  at  Sampool,  in 
the  tidal  water.  Amongst  the  sea  fish  the  capture 
of  a  salmon  can  be  recorded,  Mr.  Harry  Metcalf 
landing  a  nice  short  fish  of  IHlb.  at  the  White 
Water  Rock. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  remarkable  match  has  been  fished  on  the  Bolton 
Canal.  Details — 342  entered  ;  24  caught  fish  ;  top 
weight,  4oz.  Idr.  On  July  21  the  junior  champion- 
ship will  be  decided  at  Worsley.  To-day  (July  14) 
is  a  big  day  with  the  Farnworth  Association  on  the 
same  canal.  South  Lancashire  anglers  still  swear 
on  the  fishing  at  Melverley ;  they  always  bring 
home  fish.  The  Bollin  is  fishing  well,  despite  its 
being  low  and  clear.  The  Lune  is  yielding  very  fair 
results,  but  from  the  Ribble  and  Wyre  nothing  of 
interest  is  sent  in.  One  of  our  oldest  water-bailiffs, 
Henry  Spencer,  has  tackled  up,  and  now  is  resting  in 
peace. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  nothing  to  be  heard  from  the  clubs  but 
reports  of  contests,  of  which  there  is  no  scarcity. 
Evidently  the  officials  want  to  dispose  of  as  many 
as  possible  before  Bank  Holiday.  The  leading  item 
of  interest  is  the  great  annual  of  the  CP. A. A., 
which  is  certain  to  be  a  success,  and  in  pleasing 
contrast  to  the  N.A.A.  match,  which  is  again  a 
financial  failure.  Weights  could  be  given  relating 
to  recent  contests,  but  perhaps  had  better  be  kept 
Out.  It  is  strange  that  on  the  same  day  and  in  the 
same  water  one  club  should  win  with  pounds  and 
the  other  with  ounces.  Angling  is  an  uncertain 
sport. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  have  been  in  full  swing  since  the 
despatch  of  my  last  report.  Plenty  of  small  fish, 
such  as  roach  and  dace,  have  been  creeled  with  the 
maggot,  and  at  Beeston,  Clifton,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
and  Hazleford  a  fair  number  of  barbel  have  been 
secured  by  the  aid  of  the  caddis  grub  and  worm. 
Worms,  however,  are  now  difficult  to  obtain.  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  Mr.  W.  Ellis, 
and  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Wellington 
Society  have  scored  on  the  Shardlow  waters 
amongst  chub,  roach,  small  (white)  bream,  and 
dace,  and  I  hear  that  on  July  7  Mr.  E.  Waslin  did 
very  well  amongst  the  "  loggerheaded "  species 
with  the  fly — the  Zulu  and  Red  Tag.  Both  are 
splendid  killers.  Canal  anglers  have  done  remark- 
ably well  amongst  roach  and  white  bream,  getting 
most  of  their  quarry  with  bread-paste  and  gentles. 
Dr.  Mickey  has  recently  taken  six  brace  of  hand- 
some trout  on  private  waters,  apart  from  the  Trent, 
and  I  hear  of  a  local  magistrate  having  bagged  ten 
brace,  besides  tench  and  perch. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  rods  have  been  out  this  week, 
and  sport  has  been  exceedingly  good,  especially 
among  the  coarse  fish.  The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable ;  heavy  storms  have  been  had  in  places. 


but  have  not  been  general,  and  the  rivers  are 
in  capital  condition.  Some  club  competitions 
have  taken  place  in  the  Avon,  but  they  have  not 
been  successful.  The  Good  Intent  Club,  fishing  at 
Wyre  on  July  8,  caught  but  one  fish  which 
took  first  prize,  and  others  fared  but  little  better — 
it  is  a  month  too  early  for  Avon  fishing. 
Extraordinarily  good  sport  has  been  had  in  the 
Severn,  below  the  city,  from  Diglis  Locks  down  to 
Upton-on-Severn.  which  is  all  rented  by  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  and 
other  clubs,  showing  the  improvement  in  the 
stock  of  fish  in  the  river  by  the  enforced  observance 
of  the  fence  months,  and  the  3oz.  limit  of 
fish  allowed  to  be  taken.  Messrs.  J.  Harris, 
H.  Hodges,  T.  Price,  H.  Hayes,  and  others 
of  the  Fountain  Club  have  on  several  evenings 
brought  home  from  201b.  to  401b.  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  Messrs.  R.  Thompson,  H.  Dowson,  T. 
Williams,  T.  Fletcher,  E.  Hill,  S.  Webb,  and 
others  of  the  Working  Men's  Club  have 
been  equally  successful.  A.  Cole  (Sabrina), 
and,  indeed,  all  club  members,  has  had  capital 
sport.  Stewed  wheat  and  paste  are  the  baits 
used.  The  fly  and  maggot  have  been  successful 
in  the  Teme,  and  a  grand  lot  of  dace,  roach,  and 
some  nice  trout  were  caught.  Several  trout  streams 
have  been  visited,  and  good  sport  had.  Messrs.  R. 
Wingfield,  F.  Tomlinson,  Rushton,  Hulme,  J.  M. 
Jones,  Thompson,  Williams,  and  Hughes,  M. 
Perks  and  Thrift  had  nice  catches  of  fine  fish,  and 
some  very  fine  eels  were  taken  with  the  worm. 
Sport  this  season,  so  far,  much  better  than  for  some 
seasons  past.  The  Worcester  City  club  have  an 
outing  to  Croome,  and  the  Fountain  club  have 
their  first  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Defford  on 
July  15,  and  there  are  twelve  good  prizes  to  fish 
for. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
past  week,  but  only  a  small  proportion  have 
experienced  more  than  moderate  sport,  and  these 
depended  mainly  on  fishing  after  sundown  or  in 
the  early  morning.  Streams  have  for  some 
time  been  running  barely  at  summer  level,  and 
strong  freshets  are  needed  to  put  them  in  good  trim. 
The  club  matches  continue  to  engage  attention.  A 
number  came  off  on  July  7  in  the  York  district, 
and  there  has  also  been  some  successful  coarse 
fishing  by  small  parties  of  anglers.  George  the 
First  Angling  Association  held  their  first  match  of 
the  season  at  Sutton  Farm,  by  permission  of 
Mr.  J.  J.  Beal.  Mr.  A.  Wiihs  had  the  most  fish 
as  well  as  the  heaviest,  and  the  first  prize  and 
Mr.  Tanby's  special  both  fell  to  him.  Catches  wore 
on  the  whole  very  small,  for  the  water  was  in  poor 
condition.  Ir^creasing  interest  is  taken  in  fishing 
by  working  men,  who  join  the  local  associations 
readily.  Fulford  Road  W.M.A.A.  held  their 
first  match  of  the  season  at  Beningbrough, 
when  fourteen  members  received  prizes  for  fish, 
Mr.  J.  Dodds  having  the  best  show  at  the  scales. 
The  City  Arms  A. A.  proceeded  to  Sutton-on-Der- 
went  and  had  enjoyable  sport  from  3.30  till  7.0, 
Mr.  J.  Butler  led  the  winners.  The  outing  was  one 
of  the  pleasantest  ever  held  by  the  club.  The 
Haxly  Road  Working  Men's  A.C.  went  to  Newton- 
on-Ouse  for  the  opening  match,  twelve  competitors 
took  part  and  181b.  of  fish  were  taken,  Mr.  A.  Catling 
coming  off  best  with  41b.  1  loz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  favourable,  and 
sport  has  been  well  maintained,  especially  in  the 
southern  province.  Large  runs  of  peal  have  arrived 
at  all  the  principal  fishing  centres  ;  in  fact,  at  most 
places  it  is  the  best  run  of  those  fish  witnessed  for 
many  years.  Sea-trout  are  arriving  at  their  usual 
haunts  in  the  country  in  more  than  average  numbers, 
and  have  afforded  fine  sport  in  Kerry  and  else- 
where. Sea  fishing  has  been  resumed  generally 
in  all  directions,  but  good  sport  has  been  so  far 
rare.  August,  as  a  rule,  furnishes  the  best  sport 
at  sea-fishing  in  Ireland,  and  the  general  opinion  is 
that  the  best  sea-trout  fishing  is  also  had  on  the 
lakes  during  that  month. 

North  of  Ieeland. 

The  North  of  Ireland  rivers  are  suffering  generally 
from  the  protracted  drought,  and  at  time  of  writing 
the  prospects  are  very  poor  indeed.  Except  on 
such  big  rivers  as  the  Bann  and  the  Erne,  sport 
is  almost  at  a  standstill,  save  where  the  deep 
pools  afford  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  after  sunset. 
The  huge  volume  of  the  Bann  is  comparatively 
little  affected  by  the  want  of  rain.  In  fact,  it  is 
never  in  good  all  round  form  until  other  rivers  are 
unfishable.  If  the  Bann  drainage  system  be  carried 
out,  as  recommended,  it  will  add  some  fifty  miles  of 
fishing  \rater  to  this  fine  river. 
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^ofes  from  l^e  Wottf), 


'~  Theee  is  now  the  dead  certainty  of  a  good^grilse 
season  as  far  as  the  netsmen  are  concerned,  but  for 
the  want  of  the  necessary  summer  spate  few  are 
running  inland. 

.  \     .  M  

Those  that  are  getting  through  with  the  Sunday 
slap  are  running  right  on  to  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dee  and  Spey.  In  short,  the  King's  Balmoral 
water  is  about  as  good  a  spot  to  find  a  fresh-run 
grilse  as  anywhere  else  on  the  Dee. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Hay  (lessee),  with  Messrs.  A.  J.  Hay 
and  Peech  as  his  guests,  had  twenty-three  grilse 
and  iour  salmon  during  the  last  half  of  J une  on 
the  Beauly. 

Captain  Crompton  has  been  angling  the  Inver- 
cauld  water  at  Braemar,  and  on  July  3  had  three 
salmon  of  81b.  each,  on  July  4  two  of  101b.,  and 
on  July  5  two  of  71b.  and  91b. 

Finnock  of  about  6oz.  are  now  being  got  in  most 
of  the  earlier  tidal  waters.  There  are  some  heavy 
shoals  just  now  in  the  Dee,  and  aSording  good 
evening  sport.  As  the  season  wears  on  they  will 
steadily  increase  in  weight  and  numbers. 

Professor  Cash  is  having  some  good  sport  on  the 
Crathes  Dee  waters  both  with  grilse  and  brown 
trout  chiefly  in  the  evening,  and  to  his  own  special 
fly,  the  "  Cash  " — a  variation  of  the  March  Brown. 

Anglers  on  the  Don  clear-water  worming  are 
having  the  best  of  sport.  Mr.  MeFairlie,  Edin- 
burgh, has  just  finished  a  month  on  the  Forbes' 
Arms  waters,  and  had  good  sport  all  the  time,  his 
average  basket  being  about  81b. 

The  Cowdung,  Red  Quill,  Dr.  Fowler,  Professor 
and  Olive  Dun  are  the  flies  to  charm  the  trout  with 
just  now,  while  the  little  Coachman  or  the  Governor 
for  evening  work  cannot  be  denied. 

Special  Scotch. 


FISHING  ON  THE  ROTHER. 


A  MUCH-NEEDED  REFORM  GRANTED. 


Among  the  numerous  attractions  offered  to  resi- 
dents and  others  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rye, 
fishing  at  one  time  commanded  a  somewhat  pro- 
minent place.  Although  the  votaries  of  Izaak 
Walton  maintain  a  characteristic  keenness,  yet  f  r 
some  inexpUcable  reason  regrettable  apathy  has 
latterly  been  apparent  on  the  part  of  the  Rother 
Fishery  Association.  Subscribers  have  diminished 
almost  to  vanishing  point,  and  the  sympathies  of 
many  have  been  estranged  on  account  of  Sundays 
having  for  some  time  been  regarded  as  a  perpetual 
"  close  "  season. 

We  are,  therefore,  pleased  to  hear  that  wiser  and 
more  up-to-date  counsels  now  prevail.  Far  be  it, 
however,  from  their  minds  to  discourage  a  due 
observance  of  the  Sabbath,  neither  is  the  presence 
of  river  "  hooligans,"  with  no  regard  for  the  stock 
and  fences  of  the  heavily-scotted  landlords  and 
occupiers,  reqmred  within  the  conservators'  boun- 
daries. On  the  other  hand,  those  who  care  to 
indulge  rationally  in  a  few  hours'  solitude  with  rod 
and  Une  are  no  longer  forbidden  to  do  so  at  any  time 
during  the  "  open  "  season. 

But  fishery  associations,  like  other  institutions, 
must  be  accorded  a  fair  modicum  of  financial  sup- 
port, and  we  have  sufficient  confidence  in  the  grit 
of  the  "  river  fishers  "  that  those  who  possess  juris- 
diction over  the  waterway  will  not  be  hampered  in 
their  necessary  work  of  preventing  poaching,  etc., 
through  lack  of  funds.  A  determined  effort  is  once 
more  being  made  to  encourage  legitimate  piscatorial 
sport,  not  the  least  important  being  the  appointment 
of  additional  water-bailiffs.  The  Rother  Board  of 
Conservancy  has  now  been  in  existence  no  less  than 
thirty-four  years,  and,  on  the  whole,  has  exercised 
a  commendable  vigilance. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  gainsaid  that  an  improve- 
ment in  its  methods  is  necessary,  and  we,  therefore , 
learn  with  pleasure  that  Mr.  Thomas  Daws,  of 
Soggs  House,  Ewhurst,  has  again  kindly  vmdertaken 
the  onerous  duties  of  secretary,  an  office  he  most 
efficiently  filled  at  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the 
board,  and  to  whose  exertions  for  some  years  anglers 
owed  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude.  Mr.  Daws  will  be 
pleased  to  enrol  subscribers  to  the  association  funds, 
to  grant  the  necessary  day  and  season  tickets,  and 
to  give  all  information  in  his  power.  It,  therefore, 
behoves  those  who  wish  to  see  legitimate  fishing 
re-established  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Rother 
to  render  Mr.  Daws  every  possible  support  in  his 
most  laudable  work. — J.  A.  in  the  South-Eastern 
Advertiser  (June  30). 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Ova. — You  would  be  very  fortunate  if  you  could 
"  get  a  small  profit  ovit  of  a  trout  hatchery  on  a 
small  scale  to  begin  with,"  or  even  in  three  years. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

\We  do  not  hold  ou/rselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sir, — Just  a  word  in  reply  to  "  Green- 
heart's  "  letter  in  your  issue  of  .'last  week. 

(1)  Cost. — When  a  really  first-class  built-cane 
rod,  as,  for  instance,  our  "  Perfection,"  may  be 
obtained  for  £3  3s.,  which,  with  decent  care  has 
thirty  or  forty  years'  work  in  it,  is  this  worth 
discussing  ?  Personally,  I  should  say  "  No,"  but 
he  is  incorrect  in  stating  that  split-cane  rods  are 
about  three  times  as  expensive  as  greenheart. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  "  Houghton  "  dry-fly  rod  as 
typical.  That  rod,  cane-built  with  all  unprove- 
ments,  is  £5  5s.  ;  in  greenheart,  £3  4s.  6d.  These 
prices  are,  of  course,  those  of  my  firm. 

(2)  Facility  for  mending. — If  the  cementing  of 
the  parts  has  not  come  asunder,  a  cane-built  rod 
can  be  repaired  just  as  well  as  a  greenheart. 

(3)  Casting  powers. — -That  I  made  a  bad  exhibi- 
tion with  the  18ft.  rod  at  the  Crystal  Palace  is 
undoubtedly  true,  but  that  was  entirely  due  to 
causes  outside  the  quality  of  the  rod.  With  the 
same  rod,  Mr.  Marston — and  no  one  was  more  sur- 
prised than  he  at  my  failure,  as  notice  his  remarks 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  the  time — himself  saw  me^ 
casting  51|  yards  only  a  short  while  before  the 
tournament.  This  was  greatly  in  excess  of  Mr. 
Enright's  47  yards.  I  am  not  goiiig  into  the  causes 
of  my  failure  on  that  occasion,  as  it  is  of  no  interest, 
and  "  Greenheart  "  can  hardly  adduce  anything 
from  it,  seeing  that  with  the  same  class  and  length 
of  rod  I  have  on  previous  occasions  beaten  Mr.  J ohn 
Enright.  His  reference  to  Mr.  Enright  making  on 
that  occasion  the  longest  cast  with  a  single-handed 
rod  is  true,  but  although  Mr.  Enright's  rod  was 
longer  than  mine  and  on  that  account  his  cast 
disqualified,  "  Greenheart  "  must  not  forget  that 
the  aggregate  of  my  three  casts  was  in  excess  of 
Mr.  Enright's,  and  therefore,  whether  he  had  been 
disqualified  or  not,  I  had  won.  Then  we  had  a 
5|oz.  competition,  which  I  won.  Now  why  did  not 
the  exponent  of  greenheart  go  into  that  ?  If 
"  Greenheart  "  does  not  know  I  will  tell  him.  At 
5|oz.  to  reach  the  distance  which  I  got  with  the 
cane-built  rod,  greenheart  rods  would  have  cracked 
up,  and  those  who  make  them  know  that  perfectly 
well. 

Just  another  word  about  the  Crystal  Palace 
competition.  Of  course,  Mr.  Enright  and  I  have 
opposed  each  other  for  a  good  many  years  in  a  very 
friendly  way,  and  I  think,  taking  all  things  into 
consideration,  that  my  record  all  round  has  been 
much  better  than  his,  for  not  only  have  I  in  every 
competition  which  I  have  entered  into  with  single- 
handed  rods  won,  but  I  have  also  won  a  fair  number 
of  the  double-handed  rod  competitions,  and  hold 
the  championship  for  light-bait  casting  and  for 
heavy-bait  casting,  as  well  as  for  single-handed  rods. 

If  "  Greenheart  "  would  like  to  make  any  further 
inquiries  into  the  subject,  I  should'  advise  him  to 
read  the  opinions  of  men  like  Mr.  Halford,  Mr. 
H.  S.  Hall,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown  in  their 
letters  on  the  subject,  and  lastly  Sir  Edward  Grey's 
book,  in  which  he  says  :  "  For  dry-fly  fishing  and 
single-handed  work,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  split-cane 
rod  is  cheaper  in  the  long  run  than  any  other.  It 
should  be  in  two  pieces  only,  and  in  delicate  work 
with  a  dry-fly  I  think  that  one  can  fish  more 
accurately  without  a  steel  centre.  .  .  .  Time 
after  time  have  greenheart  rods  been  snapped  most 
untowardly  in  this  way.  Mine  generally  broke  close 
to  the  joint,  and  years  ago  I  took  to  diminishing 
the  danger  by  using  two-piece  spliced  greenheart 
rods.  These  were  a  little  more  troublesome  to  put 
together  than  the  ordinary  rods,  but  if  they  broke 
at  all  it  had  to  be  somewhere  else  than  at  the  splice. 
Even  these  did  not  remove  all  danger  of  disaster,  if, 
when  one  was  working  hard  and  keenly,  the  hook 
caught  suddenly  either  in  a  weed  in  front  or  in  a 
bush  or  grass  behind,  and  at  last  after  many  acci- 
dents, partly  caused  by  being,  I  fear,  a  somewhat 
hasty  and  too  vigorous  angler,  I  bought  my  first 
split-cane  rod,  a  powerful  two-piece  10ft.  6in.  rod, 
of  Messrs.  Hardy  in  1884.  The  butt  and  joint  of 
that  rod  are  still  as  sound  as  ever,  after  landing 
many  fish  of  all  weights  up  to  101b.,  and  though  I 
have  worn  out  one  or  two  tops,  not  one  has  ever 
broken  suddenly  in  the  act  of  fishing,  and  they  have 
stood  faithfully  against  the  most  fearful  shocks 
caused  by  weeds  or  bushes  in  the  act  of  casting. 
It  is  this  toughness  of  split-cane  which,  in  my 
opinion,  settles  the  question  decisively  in  its  favour 


and  though  after  several  seasons'  hard  work-in  all 
sorts  of  weather  and  in  contending  against  do%yn- 
stream  "winds  a  split-cane  top  may  weaken,  mine 
have  always  given  mo  ample  warning  ;  never  in 
trout-fishing,  since  I  have  used  split-cane,  have  I 
lost  a  minute's  fishing  by  the  breaking  of  any  part 
of  my  rod.  Split-cane  is  the  most  staunch  of  all 
materials  ;  like  an  old  and  faithful  servant  it  is 
incapable  of  treachery  or  sudden  change,  and  when 
>it  fails  it  does  so-gradually.  My  own  original  split- 
cane  rod  has  become  a  trusted  companion,  used  to 
all  winds  and  weathers,  to  burns,  chalk  streams,  and 
rivers  of  many  kinds ;  to  trout,  sea-trout  and 
grilse  ;  doing  all  that  is  asked  of  it,  having  'more 
than  once  risen  to  the  occasion  of  playing  a  salmon, 
and  remained  straight,  erect,  and  fit  after  landing  it." 

To  this  I  would  add  two  letters  which  my  firm 
received  yesterday,  which,  Mr.  Editor,  I  hope  you 
will  kindly  publish,  as  they  bear  indirectly  on  the 
question  ;  and  if  after  digesting  all  this,  "  Green- 
heart "  is  still  not  satisfied,  then  I  can  only  invite 
him  to  come  here  and  bring  his  greenheart  rods, 
when  I  think  we  can  settle  the  point  to  his  entire 
satisfaction  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two's  casting. 

I  am  anxious  to  get  this  letter  to  you  this  morning 
in  order  to  have  it  inserted  in  your  next  week's 
issue,  but  I  trust  any  little  inaccuracies  will  be 
overlooked,  as  my  time  is  very  limited,  and  we  are 
closing  this  morning  at  twelve  o'clock  in  order  to 
receive  His  Majesty  the  King,  who  is  visiting 
Alnwick  to-day. 

Mr.  Enright,  as  everyone  knows  who  has  taken 
any  interest  in  these  fly-casting  competitions,  is  an 
exceedingly  powerful  man.  Indeed,  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  find  a  man  of  greater  strength,  and 
I  believe  that  if  he  would  use  the  rods  which  I  use 
(that  is,  cane-built  steel-centre)  I  would  have  a 
poor  chance  against  him.  Of  course,  we  must  bear 
in  mind  that  I  am  at  least  ten  years  his  senior,  and 
anno  domini  is  not  to  be  trifled  with. — ^ Yours 
faithftilly,  John  James  Hardy. 

July  10. 

P.S. — In  a  previous  letter  our  worthy  Editor 
made  reference  to  "  prejudice,"  but  it  must  be 
remembered  that  my  experience  is  not  only  that 
of  a  cane-built  rod  manufacturer,  but  equally  so 
as  a  greenheart  rod  manufacturer,  which  is  quite 
a  different  standpoint  from  that  taken  up  by  one  who 
is  a  greenheart  manufacturer  only.  If  the  result 
of  my  long  experience  of  the  two  classes  of  rods 
and  my  decided  preference  for  that  which  I  have 
absolutely  proved  to  be  the  better  is  "  prejudice," 
then  I  think  the  word  will  embrace  a  great  deal 
more  than  we  may  imagine,  and  that  everything 
on  which  man  has  an  opinion  may  also  be  called 
"  prejudice." 

Letters  Referred  To. 

Templeton. 

Three-piece  "  Perfection  "  has  been  in  use  for 
fourteen  years,  killed  over  1100  trout  and  nine 
salmon,  and  has  never  been  in  for  repair. 

A.  W.  B. 

Killin,  Perthshire. 
Dear  Sirs,— You  will  no  doubt  be  interested  to 
learn  that  I  landed  a  24lb.  salmon  (clean  fish)  on  the 
"  Perfection"  rod,  lift.,  I  bought  from  your  firm 
three  seasons  ago.  The  rod  in  above  contest  was 
doubled  up  for  over  an  hour.  Previous  to  this  I 
had  killed  some  thousands  of  trout  up  to  5^1b.  with 
fly  on  the  rod.  The  confidence  one  has  in  your 
built  cane  rods  to  face  anything  is  half  the  battle. 
The  reel  I  invariably  use  for  all  kinds  of  fishing  is 
one  of  your  2|in.  "  Perfects,"  holding  as  it  does 
100  yards  Parallel,  size  18  "  Challenge  "  Une. 
The  mere  novice  is  half  a  fisher  as  soon  as  ever  he 
holds  a  "  Hardy  "  rod  in  his  fist. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  L.  T. 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  must  add  one  more  to  the  deluge. 
Not  very  long  ago  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  sit  in  the 
same  boat  with  a  man  who,  using  an  lift,  built 
cane  of  mine,  hooked,  played,  and  finally  netted  a 
91b.  salmon.  At  the  moments  of  greatest  strain 
the  curve  the  rod  took  seems  to  me  to  be  identical 
with  your  diagram  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Many 
of  your  correspondents  on  this  subject  are  rather 
obscuring  the  point  raised.  I  conclude  it  already 
proved  that  built  cane  does  hold  certain  advantages 
over  greenlieart,  so  much  so  that  anglers  would  be 
gainers  if  their  favourite  actions  and  balances  could 
be  exactly  copied  in  the  newer  material,  and  not 
only  copied  exactly,  according  to  the  manufacturer's 
tests,  but  copied  to  give  exactly  the  same  action 
and  curves  in  actual  use.  It  is  with  diffidence  that 
I  hazard  the  suggestion  that  I  hardly  hold  it 
possible  to  make  exactly  the  same  rod  out  of  two 
different  materials  that  have  also  somewhat  different 
inherent  properties.  "  Greenheart's  "  letter,  in 
your  issue  of  July  7,  throws  no  light  on  the  subject, 
unless  the  built  cane  he  rejected  was  supposed  to 
be  an  exact  copy  of  his  own  rod  ;  with  a  strange 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  14,  1906 


WEYMOUTH 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unet/ualled  for  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  fi*om 
Shore  and  Sea. 

Abounding  In  Whiting,  Mackerel 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  EussELL, 

9,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr.  A.  RowBLi/, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  ehapmingly  situ 
ated,  and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  6'/.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DAVID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


"  And  here  and  there  a  lusty  trcnit, 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling," 

TENBURY  (C.W.R.),  WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SVSTAKT  HOTEL 

(Under  entirely  New  Management.) 
Two  Miles  of  Trout  and  Grayling: 
Fishing: on  the  River  Teme.  Inclusive  Tems 
from  2i  Guineas  per  week.— For  the  Tenbury  Swan 
Hotel  Co.,  Ltd.,  THOMAS  E.  Banks,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING 

Moderate  Tariff. 
 S.  TiLSTON.  Proprietor. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY   ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newhurgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Jii.^ti  iifjui.shfd  P/itronar/e. 
This  much-frequent  ed  and  comfortably -furnished 
Hotel  is  neir  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Grolf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere.'^  


FREE  FISHING  ON  THREE  LOUGHS. 

House  within  30  yards  of  liest  fishing  on  Mask. 
25  minutes'  drive  to  Corrib.  40  minutes  to 
Nafooney.  Boats  and  men  always  in  readiness, 
also  3  miles  of  river  fishing  convenient  to  Lodge, 
and  surrounded  by  1,600  acres  of  mixed  shooting, 
consisting  of  Grouse,  Partridge,  Cock,  Hare  and 
Snipe.  Lough  and  rivers  strictly  preserved  by 
Mask  and  Cara  Fishery  Association.  Ballinrobe, 
nearest  station,  M.G.W.R.  Terms  moderate. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to — 
P.  SUllMERVILLE, 

Kilbride  Lodge,  Co.  Galway. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD, 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Alotor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Proprietor.  

TO  LET, 

during  August,  in  most  bracing  part  of  Norfolk, 
SMALL  RESIDENCE  AND  GARDEN, 

only  10  minutes'  walk  from  excellent  9-hole  Golf 
Course,  and  within  easy  distance  of  the  famous 
Brancaster,  Cromer,  Sheringham  and  Norwich 
Links. 

ALSO  GOOD  TROUT  FISHING. 

For  particulars  apply  to— 
Ratclikfe  Pope,  Solicitor,  Fakenham,  Norfolk. 


Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin- 
The  Trade  supplied. — Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSOILL,  a.  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


FISHERMEN  i  RHEUMATISIVI.  Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 


AND  ALL  THOSE  TORMENTED  BY  MID&ES, 
CNATS,  MOSQUITOS,  AND:INSECT-BITES  i 

SHOULD  USE  £^ 


SAMBULINEl 

OR,  ELDER,  CLYCERINE,8e  HONEY  JELLY. 


An  Elegant  Preparation  for  Improving  the 
Skin  and  keeping  it  Cool  and  Refreshed.  Free 
from  grease  and  stickiness.  Allays  Irritation 
caused  by  heat,  or  Exposure  to  tlie  Sun 
whilst  Fishing. 

ALWAYS  HAVE  A    TUBE  IN 
YOUR  CREEL. 

Of  Chemists  and  Stores  in  Metallic  Tubes,  1  /-, 
or  post  free  for  stamps  from 

OSBORNE,  BAUER  &  CHEESEMAN, 

19,  Golden  Square,  Regent  Street. 
London,  W. 


THE  "DROITWICH  CURE  " 

AT   HOIVIE   BY  USING 

DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 

A 


,      Wholesale  only  of 
"ESTON&WESTALLLTD. 

/  ,,,jASTCHEAP.LONDOHj£;  . 

/  ^^ware  oPllni^a^^l)^s^.illslston  havin*  \ 
^y'    j  ,^!£Genu'"eDroihwich BTineCRMSX 

jSpeeially  prepared  for  Home  use 
I  from  the  identical  Spring  which 
(supplies  the  Baths  at  Droltwich 

The  natural  treatment  for  all 
I  muscular  affections,  such  as 
'Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
l&c,  &c 

I  OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  .CHEMISTS. 

To  be  Let  at  Michaelmas. 

GOOD  FISHING 

  (two  miles) 

TO  X.X:T,  I  On  the  RIVER  AVON, 

Small  Furnlslied  Residencej^'°"'^s^aSrTs'of  shtotl^^^ 


PONTOON  BRIDGE  HOTEL, 

FOXFOBD,  MAJEO. 

The  centre  for  Free  Fishing  and 
Shooting  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen. 
Best  Salmon  Cast  in  Ireland  runs  by 
this  Hotel.  Baths  and  Boats.  Excellent 
Cuisine.  First-class  accommodation. 
Charges  strictly  moderate. 

P.  J.  COGHLAN,  Proprietor. 


FISHING  IN  NORFOLK. 


For  three  months,  or  less;  healthy 
situation  in  best  part  of  Norwich,  con 
tains  drawing,  dining,  four  bedrooms  and 
usual  offices.  Near  direct  tram  route  to 
station. — Apply,  A.  J.  Rddd,  64,  London 
Street,  Norwich. 


TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION. 

GUNS  and  RIFLES  by  J.  Purdey,  Boswell 
Churchill,  Lancaster,  Holland  &  Holland,  Cogs- 
well &  Harrison,  Westley  Richards,  Grant, 
Woodward,  Watson,  Hussey  Ltd.,  and  other 
welI-kno»vn  makei-s,  comprising  Hammerless 
Ejector  Sporting  Guns,  Big  Game,  Rook  and 
Rabbit  and  Match  Ritles,  Revolvers.  Well-made 
split -cane  and  greenheart  FISHING  RODS 
and  TACKLE  by  Hardy  Bros.,  and  Farlow. 
BICYCLES,  OPERA  and  FI KLU-GLASSE.S,  fine 
Havanna  CIGARS,  also  a  cellar  of  old  vintage 
WINES,  which  will  be  sold  by  auction  by 

DEBENHAM,  STORR  &  SONS,  LTD., 

At  26,  Kine  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C., 
Friday,  20th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock.  Catalogues 
post  free. 


H.  Radclifpe,  Burgate,  Fordingbridge. 

MADAME  TUSSAUD'S 
EXHIBITION. 

I  The  most  Popular,  Interesting,  Instructive 
and  Inexpensive  House  of  Entertainment 
in  London. 

In  connection  with  Trains  and 'Buses  from  all 
I  parts. 
\COOL  AND  WELL  VENTILATED 

UP-'l'O-DATt;  ADDITIONS. 

] Madame  Tussaud's  Exhibiiion  Band. 

Idkliohtfui.  Music!         Dkmqhtful  Music! 
Realistic  Tableau  representing 


On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
tor  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 
„      ,  .    _     —having  no  equal. 
Corap  ete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

I  JOHN  WHITE^  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers, 

OMAGH,  IRELAND.  

\ArB  You  Insured 
\Against  All  Casualties  ? 

if^J^IOT\^VHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

I  ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseasea  only) 

J  AND 

[ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
I  Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

I  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

I       F.  J.  LBE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

1 7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 

DO  IT  NOW, 

This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


|THE  BURNING 
OF  ROME. 


THE  BURNING 
OF  ROME. 


Mr.  Beerbohm  TltBE  in  the  Character  of  NERO. 
AND  MANV  OTHER 

MIDLAND    RAI  L  W  A  Y    I         valuable  ^\\eSSn^  Re^f  cs,**^" 
lliwktlliv    llfllbWiniil  Pictures,  and  Works  of  Art. 

CHILDREN'S  CHILDREN'S 
GALLERY.  GALLERY. 
Numei-ous  Attractions  for  the  Youug. 
Band  in  Tea  Room.         Afternoon  Teas. 

NEW  RESTAURANT  AND  BUFFET. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


Thk  CASUALTY  IN.SURANCE  Company  Ltd 
wdl  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  ridmg  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-pavine 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hia  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address. 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OP  MAN, 

AND 


THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST,    NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 

Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  District  Super 
tendent  or  Agent,  or  to  Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Super- 
tendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap  Ticket 
rogramraes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides,  &c. 
Chief  Lond(m  Passenger  Office  :  St.  Pancras 
Station,  N.W. 

JOHN  MATHIESON, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


ROD  TIMBER. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  Lanoewood,  Ash, 
Birch,  Beech,  in  round  or  square,  for 
Rod  Making.    Send  to 
WRIGHT  &  SON,  Timber  Merchants, 

STATION  YARD,  REDDITCH. 

Price  Lists  on  application. 


The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
I  Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
I  the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 

NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

[First-class  Eoyal  Mail  aidVassenger  Steamers. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
I  Amidships. 
BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen 

Apply  to  THOS.   WILSON,    SONS   &  CO 

The  Ashbourne  News  4  Dove  Valley  Record, 

—  '  S.VV.,    L-OOkS ,    Liidgate    Circus-    nr  thw 


Pojmlar  Prices  and  every  convenience. 

I  Admission,  Is. ;  Children  under  12,  6d.; 
Exti^  Rooms,  6d. 
Open  from  9  till  lO, 

Madame  Tussaud's  Exhibition. 

I  FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

J  British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut 
I  Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  by  Mrs.  R.  T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
[.Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
years.    pjijcB  LISTS  FREE. 

Ang'lers  wlahlng  to  obt'l'^ 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION 

'07  I'iihing  the  iiovo  and  lukk  Wklton  Ooonbj 

SHOULD  ADVBETISE  IN 


WaiUed"  advU.,  18  uordt,  M. ;  80  uonb,  .».,  prepaid. 

Addresi :  News  otflta.  AfhbooriMk 
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rod  no  one  would  expect  to  do  his  best  work. 
His  deductions  from  the  tournament  are  also  wide 
of  the  mark,  as  here  the  personal  equation  comes 
in.  Mr.  Hall's  letter  was  more  to  the  point,  but  he 
vras  so  well  pleased  with  the  copy  that  I  think  we 
may  infer  it  went  beyond  the  original,  and  there- 
fore was  not  an  exact  copy,  but  a  slightly  improved 
one. — Yours  truly,  Dedimcts. 

[Yes,  it  seems  impossible  to  get  correspondents 
to  see  that  I  made  no  general  comparison  of  the 
general  merits  or  lasting  qualities  of  greenheart  and 
split-cane  rods.  All  I  said  was  that  it  seemed  to 
me  that  a  split-cane  rod  of  the  same  length  and 
size  of  joint  (diameter,  etc.)  as  a  good  greenheart 
was  not  so  stiS  after  a  certain  point  and  under 
exceptional  strain,  and  that  this  extra  stiffness  in 
the  greenheart  gave  more  control  over  a  heavy  fish 
in  heavy  water. — Ed.] 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  had  a  good  many  wooden 
rods  in  my  time.  Fished,  say,  forty  years.  First 
twenty  with  wooden  rods,  next  twenty  with  Hardy's 
split-cane  12ft.  and  14ft.,  and  Anderson's  green- 
hearts,  16ft.  and  18ft.  The  12ft.  split-cane  is  still 
as  straight  as  the  day  I  got  it,  and  as  good  as  ever. 
The  14ft.  rod  the  same,  but  I  have  not  used  it  so 
much,  nor  is  it  so  old  as  the  12ft.  The  16ft.  green- 
heart snapped  at  top  ferrule,  and  I  replaced  the  top 
with  a  split-cane,  accurately  balanced,  and  it  is  still 
good.  The  18ft.  salmon  rod — greenheart — got  the 
butt  split,  or  sprung,  with  the  Spey  cast  (I  don't 
blame  the  rod  for  this).  It  is  also  still  quite  good 
with  the  new  butt.  I  first  used  it  in  1883  on  the 
Dee  at  Aboyne,  and  on  the  Spey  in  1884  and  1885. 

Yes ;  I  find  the  split-cane  does  the  work  (agreeing 
with  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall).  I  have  never  had  a  break 
with  split-cane  12ft.  or  14ft.,  only  once  a  crushed 
top,  and,  as  I  said  before,  that  was  made  quite  good 
by  two  crow-quills  split,  and  whipping — more  easily 
repaired  than  a  break  in  wood  ! 

I  have  no  experience  of  steel-centred  rods  nor 
steel-ribbed  rods. — Youjs  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Bbown'. 

P.S. — The  whole  subject  seems  one  of  "As  you 
like  it,"  and  not  a  matter  for  discussion  at  all. 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 
'  Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  June  30,  Mr.  Hardy 
alludes  to  your  "  misleading  diagrams,"  and,  as 
evidence  in  support  of  his  contention  concerning 
the  action  of  a  split-cane  rod,  he  brings  forward  a 
photograph.  This  photograph  if  it  proves  any 
point  with  regard  to  the  action  of  the  rod  also 
proves  that  the  user  was  a  wonderfully  fine  figure 
of  a  man,  at  least  10ft.  in  height.  More  probably 
it  proves  nothing  of  the  sort,  the  angler  being  a 
man  of  average  height,  and  8ft.  or  so  of  the  rod  are 
not  reproduced  in  the  misleading  photograph. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Lens. 


ON  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — Greenheart  and  split-cane  rods  have 
been  having  rather  a  bad  time  lately  between  Mr. 
Malloch,  yourself,  and  Mr.  Tod.  I  have  noticed 
something  like  you  describe  of  the  yielding  of  cane 
rods  in  a  whole  cane  rod  when  fast  in  a  salmon.  The 
butts  of  whole  cane  have  very  little  taper,  and  that 
is  my  greatest  objection  to  them,  as  otherwise  they 
are  beautifully  light  and  strong.  But  with  rods 
made  of  double-built  cane,  I  fail  to  see  why  any- 
thing which  can  be  made  in  greenheart  cannot  be 
done  with  cane.  The  fault  or  drawback  which  has 
been  attributed  to  cane  would  not  be  found  in  a  rod 
with  stiff  butt,  whatever  it  were  made  of.  Similarly 
the  drawbacks  which  Mr.  Tod  finds  in  greenheart,  as 
compared  with  hickory,  may  not  some  of  them  be 
due  to  the  tendency  in  modem  trout  fly  rods  towards 
stiffer  tops  and  middles,  which  will  handle  heavier 
lines,  and  so  cast  further,  as  Mr.  Tod  says  ?  If  we 
insist  on  rods  more  powerful  for  their  lengths  than 
the  old  ones,  we  must  expect  breakages  of  the 
"  hold  "  or  of  the  gut  to  occur.  The  qualities  of 
quickness  of  recovery  and  steeliness  are  found  in  the 
woods  like  mahoe,  greenheart,  and  bamboo,  and  are 
wanting  in  the  ash  and  hickory  of  old,  but  I  must 
admit  the  letter  of  Mr.  Tod  makes  one  ask  if  we  are 
not  getting  too  much  of  a  good  thing.  In  these  days 
of  low  water  and  no  fish  I  derive  much  pleasure  from 
rod-making,  and  there  is  a  fascination  about  trying 
a  new  rod  of  your  own  make  which  those  who  buy 
their  rods  have  missed.  To  those  amateurs  who, 
like  myself,  have  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  suit- 
able ferrules,  I  would  recommend  to  try  either 
Whitty,  of  Liverpool,  or  Ogden  and  Scotford,  of 
Cheltenham.  The  latter  make  the  finest  suction 
ferrules  which  I  have  seen,  and  I  have  induced  them 
to  make  me  a  set  of  suction  ferrules  of  German  silver 
for  a  17ft.  salmon  rod,  of  which  I  expect  great  things. 
So  long  as  our  makers  will  use  in  their  good  rods 
an  inferior  metal  like  brass,  which  has  only  cheap- 


ness and  ease  of  working  to  recommend  it,  so  long 
will  their  rods  be  clumsy  compared  with  the  best 
American. — Yours  truly,  J.  T  D. 

Usk. 

REPLY  TO  MR.  MALLOCH. 
Deab  Sib, — I  am  sincerely  sorry  that  I  took  up 
your  statement  incorrectly,  and  most  willingly 
apologise  to  you.  At  the  same  time  I  may  as  well 
again  say  that  I  am  absolutely  certain  that  the 
fish  was  none  other  than  a  grilse,  and  weighing 
5Jlb.  The  grilse  to  all  appearances  seemed  to  be 
"  clean  run,"  and  three  other  fishers  and  myself 
seemed  to  think  that  such  was  the  case  ;  but,  of 
course,  we  may  have  been  wrong.  On  looking 
through  my  diary,  which  I  have  kept  since  1901, 
I  find  written:  "  February,  Saturday  (date  missing), 
received  permission  to  fish  for  sea-trout  with  rough 
trout  fiy  on  the  Abbotsford  water  from  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Gala.  Fished  from  10  a.m.  till  12.30  a.m. 
Caught  and  returned  a  grilse  weighing  5|-lb.  Took 
fifteen  minutes  or  so  to  land.  Was  not  successful 
otherwise." 

I  think  this  will  suffice  to  show  that  grilse 
which  have  fallen  to  my  lot  have  been  unusually 
large.  Thanking  you  very  much  for  pointing  out 
my  error,  and  with  many  apologies. — Yours  truly, 

W.  SOBLEY  Bbown. 


CATCHING  V.  KILLING. 

Deab  Sib, — Be  account  of  Mr.  Kennedy's  681b. 
salmon.  What  has  come  over  the  disciples  of  dear 
old  "  Izaak  "  of  late  years  ?  I  have  fished  for  over 
thirty  years,  but  neither  spoke  of  "  killing  "  my 
trout  nor  was  ever  asked  how  many  I  had  "  killed." 
Constantly  I  remember  to  have  heard  the  query, 
"  How  many  have  you  caught  ?  "  But  what,  in 
the  name  of  common-sense,  do  anglers  mean  by 
substituting  the  verb  "  to  kill  "  for  the  verb 
"  to  catch  "  ?  Personally.  I  much  prefer  to  speak 
of  "  catching  "  my  trout,  not  "  killing  "  them.  You 
"  kill  "  your  partridges  and  pheasants,  etc.,  when 
you  go  shooting.  I  never  yet  came  home  from 
shooting  and  said  I  had  "  caught  "  so  many  birds 
or  rabbits,  etc.,  and  I  take  it  that  just  as  inap- 
plicable, as  gauche,  and  misplaced  is  the  term 
"  kill  "  in  respect  to  fish.  I  fish  "  to  catch  "  fish, 
just  as  I  shoot  "  to  kill  "  game. 

I  rather  incline  to  the  view  that  the  custom  which 
cannot  be  apologised  for  and  has  nothing  to  recom- 
mend it  springs  from  the  "  cussedness  "  of  the 
so-called  "  up-to-dateness."  We  are  living  in  an 
age  when  the  appetite  like  that  of  the  Athenians 
of  old  is  eternally  dissatisfied  with  the  old  ways, 
and  craving  for  that  which  is  "  new  "  ;  hence  a 
certain  class  of  angler,  nowadays,  prefers  to  speak 
of  "  killing  "  his  fish,  instead  of  speaking  of  them 
as  having  been  "  caught  " — -the  older  and  far  better 
expression. — Yours  truly,  Split  Cane,  j 

[It  is  common  enough  to  hear  an  angler  say  he 
"  caught "  so  many  brace  and  killed  "  so  many.  I 
think  where  you  deliberately  hook,  play,  land,  and 
kill  a  fish  he  is  just  as  dead  as  if  you  shot  him,  and 
to  say  you  killed  him  is  the  only  true  description  of 
your  act.  You  may  catch  a  hundred  fish  and  not 
kill  one  of  them,  but  if  you  merely  said,  "  I  caught 
fifty  brace,"  you  leave  your  hearers  to  imagine  that 
you  killed  the  lot,  even  if  some  were  undersized 
and  some  out  of  season.  I  think  "  Split  Cane  " 
is  splitting  hairs. — Ed.] 


DISAPPEARANCE   OF  WATER-FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — It  appears  that  this  has  not  been  a 
good  season  in  some  places  for  May  Flies. 

In  the  Stockalper  water  a  few  miles  from  here, 
the  worst  May  Fly  season  which  I  can  remember  for 
several  years  past  is  now  closing.  This  may  be,  as 
some  suggest,  in  consequence  of  cold  snow  water 
floods  having  chilled  the  later  hatching  operations, 
or  it  may  be  that  there  is  some  climatic  or  other 
cause  of  wider  influence  which  has  affected  the 
production  of  these  flies  here  and  elsewhere.  From 
the  few  that  I  have  seen  or  heard  of  being  on  the 
.water  during  June,  it  seems  hardly  possible  that 
sufficient  have  been  present  to  supply  a  fair  stock 
for  next  year.  Wliether  the  eggs  of  last  season  may 
remain  and  only  hatch  out  in  1907,  I  am  not  com- 
petent to  say,  though  I  have  read  of  such  suspended 
animation  with  regard  to  other  less  desirable  insects. 
If  even  a  temporary  break  in  the  supply  of  May 
Flies  should  occur  in  the  Rhone  Valley,  it  would 
be  a  considerable  misfortune  to  the  fishing,  which  is 
never  quite  good  enough  to  enable  the  May  Fly 
season  to  be  dispensed  with,  and  it  would  be  a 
crumb  of  comfoi-t  to  local  visiting  anglers  to  know 
that  one  failure  of  the  crop  of  flies  may  not  mean 
that  they  are  likely  to  disappear  for  years,  or, 
perhaps,  to  show  in  so  greatly  diminished  numbers 
as  not  to  produce  future  May  Fly  seasons. 

If  anything  could  be  done  to  obviate  such  a 
catastrophe,  say,  in  the  way  of  artificial  breeding  or 


planting,  it  is  almost  too  much  to  expect  that  native 
proprietors  of  fishing  interests  in  this  country,  who 
might  benefit  thereby,  would  feel  constrained  to 
take  any  trouble  about  the  matter  for  the  mere 
sake  of  sport. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 
Veytaux. 


COARSE  FISHING  WANTED  IN  AUGUST 
NEAR  BOGNOR. 
Deab  Sib, — Could  you  let  me  know  through  the 
columns  of  your  valuable  paper  where  some  good 
coarse  fishing  is  to  be  obtained  for  the  month  of 
August  within  twenty  miles  radius  of  Bognor, 
Midhurst  district  preferred  ? — also  good  farmhouse 
apartments  within  a  mile  of  the  fishing.  Would  not 
object  to  payment  of  a  small  charge  for  the  fishing, 
»t  a  mill  preferred. — Yours  truly, 

William  W.  Pebtwee. 


SUNDAY  ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Deab  Sib, — Anglers  imacquainted  with  Scotland 
and  disposed  to  fish  there  on  Sundays  should  consult 
local  opinion  before  doing  so.  Proprietors  of 
angling  rights,  whether  they  let  them  for  a  money 
consideration  or  allow  free  fishing,  are  not  likely 
to  be  indifferent  to  Sunday  angling ;  and,  I  venture 
to  say,  much  harm  may  result  to  the  angling  public 
as  well  as  a  disturbed  holiday  to  the  individual  who 
ignores  the  feelings  of  the  owner  of  fishing  rights 
and  residents  of  the  locality. 

There  is,  besides,  no  guarantee  of  indulgence  for  a 
breach  of  Scottish  law.  My  own  feeling  is  that  it 
would  be  at  no  greater  variance  with  common-sense 
to  enforce  the  law  against  Sunday  angling  in 
Scotland  than  to  prosecute  sellers  of  preserved  fresh- 
water bait  in  England. — Yours  truly, 

Gbey  Noeth. 

FISHING  AT  PRESTATYN. 

Deab  Sib, — -As  I  intend  spending  my  holiday  at 
Prestatyn,  North  Wales,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
if  any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  if  there  is 
any  coarse-fishing  to  be  had  at  the  above  place  or 
near  by. — Yours  truly,        Axexe.  R.  Jatfbey. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 
Deab  Sib, — -Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  as  to  fishing  to  be  had  in 
Anglesey  ? — Yours  truly,  Cheshire. 

FISHING  AT  STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 
Deab  Sir, — I  have  decided  to  spend  my  holidays 
at  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  should  be  greatly  obliged 
if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there 
is  any  good  trout  fishing  to  be  had  in  tlie  district ; 
if  so,  where,  to  whom  to  apply,  and  what  the  charge 
would  be. — Yours  truly,  Abnold  Francis. 

"  ANGLING  FESTIVALS." 

Dear  Sib, — As  festival  schedules  are  now  being 
arranged,  may  I  suggest  a  remedy  for  the  only 
shadow  of  unfairness  which,  to  my  mind,  occurs  at 
every  festival,  and  that  is  as  regards  the  greatest 
honour,  namely,  the  trophy  or  challenge  cup.  Say 
Mr.  A.  is  one  of  those  fortunate  people  who  can  fish 
all  three  days,  Mr.  B.  can  fish  two  days,  but  unfor- 
tunate Mr.  C.  can  only  fish  one  day  from  busmess 
ties  or  pocket  consideration.  All  competitors  are 
like  the  soldier  who  hopes  he  has  a  field-marshal's 
baton  in  his  knapsack — they  want  the  trophy,  other 
prizes  don't  matter,  as  daily  ones  are  provided. 
My  suggestion  to  the  National  Council  is  that  no 
one  shall  make  more  than  one  entry  for  the  trophy 
or  challenge  cup,  thus  giving  all  an  equal  chance. 
Another  reason  is  that  there  are  many  ladies  and 
gentlemen  who  have  a  conscientious  objection  to 
fishing  on  Sundays  that  destroj's  their  chance.  Of 
course,  I  leave  out  all  questions  of  weather  ;  that 
is  beyond  the  control  of  man  and  is  an  equal  risk 
with  everj'body.  Secretaries  may  say,  perhaps, 
that  this  proposal  might  shorten  entries.  I  doubt 
it  ;  so  many  who  at  present  don't  enter  would  do 
so  if  my  suggestion  was  adopted. 

This  should  also  apply  to  any  lady's  special  prize. 
It  is  at  present  disheartening  to  the  hypothetical 
Mr.  C,  who  may  make  a  heavy  bag  on  the  Saturday 
and  has  to  leave  the  town,  to  feel  that  others  ha\-e 
two  days  more  in  which  to  "  top  "  hun.  Festivals 
have  come  to  stay,  and  this  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
only  unfair  point.  I  can  see  no  other. — Yours 
truly,  R.  G.  C.  Graham. 

LARGE  PERCH. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Candler's 
question  as  to  the  largest  perch  taken  dm-ing  recent 
years,  the  largest  I  have  seen  during  the  last  seven 
years  weighed  31b.  Soz.,  and  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Whaley,  formerly  proprietor  of  the  King's  Arms 
Hotel,  Christchiu-ch,  from  the  Stour,  a  river  at  one 
time  notable  for  fine  perch,  but  the  increase  of 
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boating  during  the  last  ten  years  has  much  reduced 
the  number.  At  that  time  twenty  boats  would  be 
a  large  number  to  see  above  Wick  Ferry  ;  now  there 
are  frequently  from  100  to  150  a  day.  I  have  during 
the  last  three  weeks  seen  two  of  the  principal  perch 
holes  on  the  Avon  and  Stour  drawn  for  salmon 
seventeen  times  with  a  net  100  yards  long.  These 
pools  are  in  places  over  20ft.  deep,  and  the  greatest 
number  of  perch  taken  at  one  haul  was  seven,  and 
several  times  none.  The  mesh  is  the  usual  4in.,  and 
any  perch  over  a  poimd  would  be  netted.  I  should 
say  that  all  perch  so  caught  are  immediately 
returned— Yours  truly,  Henby  Newlyn. 


A  PROTEST  FROM  SHEPPERTON. 
Deab  Sie, — If  you  wish  to  see  a  real  good  day's 
sport,  go  down  next  Sunday,  if  fine,  or  any  other 
Sunday  to  Shepperton  Weir.  You  will  see  from  ten 
to  fifteen  or  more  wormers  hauling  out  the  small 
trout  that  were  put  in  this  winter  and  last.  The  lobs 
down  their  stomachs,  disgorged,  jammed  down  their 
throats,  hands  covered  with  blood,  and  the  troutlets 
thrown  back  dead.  These  cost  us  about  3s.  each. 
Rods  tied  up  on  weir  miattended,  owners  asleep  on 
bank  or  walking  about.  These  people  call  themselves 
sportsmen  !  I,  for  one,  will  never  give  another 
penny  for  trout  restocking  while  these  pot-hunters 
are  allowed  to  worm  from  the  weir.  A  certain  gentle- 
man, who  writes  a  great  deal,  but,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
is  not  a  practical  man,  says  trout  cannot  be  caught 
in  the  weirs  with  worms  ;  that  they  stay  in  mid- 
water  and  do  not  grovel  on  the  bottom  after  worms. 
"  Where  ignorance  is  bliss,"  etc.  !  I  can  answer 
for  a  couple  of  dozen  having  been  murdered  at  this 
weir  since  June  16.  There  will  not  be  many  left  by 
the  end  of  the  season. — Yours  truly, 

June  27,  1906.  Shepperton. 


GAS  TAR  AT  WATERINGBURY. 
Deak  Sib, — As  it  is  a  thing  that  may  interest 
some  of  your  readers,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  noticed 
by  someone  holding  authority  over  the  water,  I  am 
writing  to  inform  you  that  a  quantity  of  gas  tar 
has  been  put  in  the  noted  drain  swim  off  the  staith 
at  Wateringbury,  which,  I  believe,  'nail  spoil  the 
same  for  some  time  to  come. — Yours  truly. 
Thicket  Hotel,  Thomas  D.  HuTcnrNS, 

Anerley,  S.E.  Hon.  Secretary  the  Thicket 

Piscatorials. 

[There  is  nothing  more  deadly  to  fish  and  insect 
life  than  this  horrible  gas  tar. — Ed.] 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  IN  ENGLAND 
OR  WALES. 
_Deab  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  of  a  place  in  England  or  Wales  where 
one  would  be  sure  of  catching  some  sea-trout  about 
the  middle  of  July,  and  have  a  possible  chance  of  a 
salmon.  I  can  only  go  for  the  inside  of  a  week,  so 
Scotland  is  rather  too  far  for  me. — Yours  truly, 

Sea-tbout. 


WHY  WILL  PIKE  NOT  FEED  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  reason  "  Novice  "  could  no* 
catch  the  pike  he  saw  "  rubbing  themselves  against 
the  weeds  "  was  simply  because  the  fish  were  busy 
cleaning  themselves  after  spawning,  and  at  such 
periods  they  will  not  feed.  Pike  are  not  worth 
catching  yet.  All  the  fish  I  have  seen  caught  since 
the  opening  of  the  coarse-fishing  season  have  had 
thin  bodies  and  thick  heads  ! — Yours  truly, 

J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
could  tell  me  of  some  quiet  place  in  the  Ardennes 
or  other  part  of  Belgium  where  I  could  obtain 
some  decent  trout  fly-fishing  during  July  and  early 
August.  I  hear  there  is  some  obtainable  near 
Li6ge,  but  have  no  recent  information. — Yours 
truly,  R.  E.  Thompson. 


at  this  pomt,  but  can  be  obtained  for  sea-fi3hing"'at 
Dell  Quay,  a  matter  of  a  mile  distant  from  Donning- 
ton.— Yours  truly,  j.  F.  Ward. 

FISHING  AT  ARUNDEL  OR  CHICHESTER. 

Dear  Sir,— For  the  Adur,  Steyning  or  Henfield 
for  roach  and  carp  ;  Barcombe  is  a  good  point  on  the 
Ouse ;  and  Chichester  Station  is  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  canal,  where,  at  the  basin,  roach,  bream,  pike, 
and  eels  are  taken.  For  carp  and  tench,  from  the  Tram 
bridge  to  Donnington  bridge.  A  few  good  perch  are 
also  to  be  found.  The  finest  perch  are  in  the  lower 
reach  between  the  locks,  and  any  angler  can  locate 
their  haunts,  but  as  this  is  over  three  miles  from 
Chichester,  it  may  be  too  far  for  "  Stranger  Angler. " 
—Yours  truly,  George  F.  Salter. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  FRANCE  OR  GERMANY. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  of  a  place  with  the  following  characteristics  in 
France  or  Germany,  to  which  myself  and  family 
may  go  in  August.  I  should  like  good  trout  fishing 
in  a  quiet  and  picturesque  place,  with  accom- 
modation in  a  comfortable  and  inexpensive  hotel.  

Yours  truly,  R.  F  T 


POLLACK  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Tudno  "  would  fare  better  with 
pollack  in  the  Menai  Straits,  between  the  two 
bridges,  than  round  the  Great  Ormes  Head.  He 
would  also  get  small  bass  in  the  Swilly's— part  of 
the  same  water.  No  doubt  the  best  pollack  and 
sea-fishing  generally  in  North  Wales  is  at  Aberffraw, 
Anglesey.  He  had  better  write  to  Mr.  R.  D.  Williams, 
Penrhyn  Farm,  at  that  place.  He  is  an  expert,  and 
has  boats  to  let.  The  late  Mr.  Gosling,  a  great 
authority  on  sea-fishing,  wrote  several  articles  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  some  years  ago  re  the  excellence 
of  the  sea-fishing  along  the  south  coast  of  Anglesey, 
open  as  it  is  to  the  whole  expanse  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  I  had  the  pleasure  for  several  seasons  of 
fishing  with  him,  and  our  baskets  contained  pollack, 
whiting,  bream,  gurnet,  and  bass.  Personally,  I 
preferred  fishmg  with  a  rod  from  the  rocks  for  the 
latter  fish,  and  they  afford  fine  sport,  and  are 
plentiful  in  August.  The  late  Dr.  Hensman,  Harley- 
street,  London,  and  myself  had  some  fine  catches, 
fish  runmng  from  71b.  to  101b.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  give  information  to  English  anglers 
intending  to  come  sea,  lake,  or  river  fishing  in 
Anglesey.— Yours  truly,  w.  Hughes. 

Gaerwen,  National  School. 


FISHING  NEAR   LEE,  S.E. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour 
if  any  of  your  readers  could  kindly  inform  me  the 
nearest  and  best  places  for  fishing  about  here  ; 
also  the  fish  to  be  caught  there. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  W. 


FISHING  AT  ARUNDEL   OR  CHICHESTER. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  not  fished  at  Arundel,  but 
the  Chichester  Canal  fishing  is  good  and  varied.  I 
found  Donnington,  some  two  or  three  miles  from 
Chichester,  a  good  centre  to  stay  at.  A  Mrs.  Davis, 
of  that  village,  can,  I  believe,  accommodate  visitors, 
and  her  charges  are  very  reasonable,  her  house  being 
within  two  minutes  of  the  canal  on  the  higher 
reaches.    A  boat  would  not  be  obtainable  on  canal 


FISHING  IN  CANADA  AND  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  travelling  for  some  six 
months,  commencing  in  October,  in  Canada  and 
North  America,  and  am  anxious  to  obtain  parti- 
culars of  the  best  centres  for  fishing  and  of  the  fish 
caught.  Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  supply 
me  with  information  on  the  subject,  or,  if  not,  could 
you  recommend  me  any  good  guide-book  deahng 
with  It  ?— Yours  truly,  Enquirer. 

[The  Angler's  Diary  gives  a  little  information. 
I  advise  "  Enquu-er  "  to  write  to  the  Agent-General 
for  Canada  for  particulars.  For  the  United  States 
the  late  Mr.  Wm.  C.  Harris'  "  Guide  to  Fishing 
Places  "  is  very  useful. — Ed.] 


YET  ANOTHER  ANTI-MIDGE  PREPARATION. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Binney's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  7,  and  having 
had  some  trying  experiences  myself  with  midges  in 
various  parts  of  Scotland — and  there  is  no  part 
to  beat  the  West— I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  readers  to  a  preparation,  which,  as  yet,  I 
have  not  seen  mentioned  in  this  paper — namelv 
Rhodes'  "  Midgef oil." 

I  used  this  preparation  all  last  season,  and  I  am 
doing  so  again  this  year,  and  although  an  occa- 
sional midge  I  find  may  alight  on  the  face  or 
hands,  I  have  never  known  what  it  was  to  be  bitten 
whilst  using  it.  There  is  another  good  point 
regarding  it,  and  which  is  a  very  excellent  one- 
it  leaves  the  skin  soft  and  velvet-like,  and  is  a  great 
protection  against  sunburn.  I  can  strongly  recom- 
mend it.— Yours  truly,  Jas.  B.  Stuabt. 


FISHING  AT  EASTBOURNE. 
Dear  Sib,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  be 
kind  enough  to  give  me  some  information  as  to 
fishing  at  Eastbourne  in  the  middle  of  August  ?  Is 
there  any  sea  fishing  to  be  had  from  the  beach,  and 
IS  there  any  coarse  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  ? 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Lewis. 

[There  is  good  fishing  from  the  beach  and  pier 
in  August  and  September  for  bass,  conger,  dabs,  and 
whitmg.    Towards  the  end  of  August  and  later 
codlmg  may  be  caught  at  Langney  Point,  two 


miles  distant.  The  boat  fishing  at  this  time  isi 
sometimes  excellent.  A  little  coarse  fishing  may 
be  had  in  the  Haven  at  Pevensey,  and  in  the  Cuck- 
mere  at  Berwick  and  Alfriston,  a  few  miles  distajit 
by  rail. — Ed.] 


WHY  DO   THE   TROUT  DECREASE  ? 

Dear  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  answer  the 
following  through  the  columns  of  your  paper  ? 

In  a  trout  pond  were  placed  a  number  of  brook 
trout  about  eight  years  ago.  The  pond  is  quite 
private,  well  supplied  with  fresh  water,  being  fed 
by  two  small  brooks,  and  there  is  an  ample,  supply 
of  (weed.  Depth  of  water,  from  2ft.  to  5ft.,  and 
well  shaded  by  trees  and  bushes.  Although  this 
pond  is  very  seldom  fished,  the  stock  of  fish  has 
steadily  dwindled,  until  there  are  only  about 
half  a  dozen  left,  but  these  are  of  good  size  (about 
21b.  to  31b.),  and  I  see  no  sign  of  any  young  ones. 
Can  you  explain  this,  or  give  me  any  information 
which  may  be  useful  ?  There  are  a  few  small  perch 
in  the  pond.  Do  you  think  the  trouble  lies  here  ? 
— Yours  truly.  Gamekeeper. 

[It  is  highly  probable  that  the  perch  and  the 
trout  have  eaten  the  eggs  and  fry.  If  our  corre- 
spondent restocks  with  trout,  he  should  be  sure  he 
has  a  large  percentage  of  hen  fish,  and  when  the 
fish  run  up  the  brooks  to  spawn  he  must  keep  the 
perch  away  ;  in  fact,  it  would  Jae  better  to  clear 
them  out,  as  they  will  kill  the  newly-hatched  fish 
and  the  fry. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  WHICHFORD  MILL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  "  J.  D.  H."  is  a  bit  hard  on 
the  fishing  at  Whichford  Mill.  I  stayed  there 
lately  and  met  with  every  kindness  and  attention. 
As  regards  the  trout  there  are  plenty  in  the  river. 
I  stuck  to  the  mill-pool,  most  of  which  is  quite  wide 
enough  to  admit  of  a  nice  cast,  and  it  would  never 
do  for  "  J.  H.  D."  to  estimate  its  width  at  three 
yards  and  try  and  jump  it,  or  he  would  get  a 
ducking,  for  certain.  I  caught  a  nice  lot  of  trout, 
but  as  I  never  eat  them,  I  turned  every  fish  back 
again  uninjured.  Mornings  and  evenings  trout 
were  rising  all  over  the  place,  and  the  only  com- 
plaints I  ever  heard  was  a  break  up  now  and  then 
from  a  big  fellow.  I  got  my  fish  chiefly  on  a  capital 
little  May  Fly  of  Foster's,  which  they  call  the 
"  Butcher."  In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  before 
I  went  there  Mrs.  Cook  wrote  me  a  perfectly  fair 
account  of  the  fishing  to  be  had,  and  I  found  it 
better  than  I  expected.  The  water  below  the  mill 
is  a  little  small,  and  better  for  worming  than  fly, 
but  there  are  some  heavy  trout  there.  I  heard 
from  Mrs.  Cook  to-day,  and  she  says  that  "  J.  D.  H." 
wrote  the  following  in  the  visitors'  book  :  "  Spent 
two  very  enjoyable  days  here,  and  certainly  look 
forward  to  many  more  in  the  near  future. — -J.  H., 
Southend-on-Sea."  This  does  not  look  as  if 
"  J.  D.  H."  had  such  a  bad  time  of  it. — Yours 
truly,  .  W.  S.  B.  ■ 

July  10. 

["  W.  S.  B."  is  an  old  and  valued  correspbndent, 
and  I  am  glad  to  insert  his  letter,  not  wishing  to  be 
unfair  to  anybody.  If  a  candid  description  of  the 
limited  nature  of  the  water  is  given  anglers  who  go 
will  know  what  to  expect,  and  will  not  be  disap- 
pointed.— Ed.] 

"  WELL-MENDED  KELTS,  TWEED  GRILSE," 
ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — At  it  again  !  Of  course,  Mr.  Malloch 
knows  what  he  is  writing  about,  and  thoroughly  ex- 
presses the  correct  view  in  his  letter  (paragraphs  3 
and  4).  Again,  I  would  like  to  ask  you  or  one  of  your 
correspondents  to  define — in  as  few  words  as  possible 
— the  differences  between  an  absolutely  "  clean- 
run  fish,"  salmon,  grilse,  or  sea- trout,  and  a 
thoroughly  well-mended  kTelt.  But  we  won't  ask 
such  a  definition  as  that  recently  given  under  an 
article,  titled,  "A  Day's  Salmon  Fishing  in  Assynt." 
— Yours  truly,  J.  A.  Habvie-Brown. 

P.S. — The  Editor  need  not  tu  quoque  the  above 
and  say  "  do  it  yourself  "  ;  but  I'll  give  him  a 
"  mutchkin  o'  whusky  "  if  he'll  define  a  kelt  in 
fewer  words  than  I  will.  (I  think  he  confessed  to 
liking  the  last  sample  I  sent  him — o'  the  spirit. 
I'll  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  saying,  "  Here's 
t'ye  again.") 

[It  would  be  amusing  and  possibly  instructive  if 
Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown  and  other  anglers  with 
experience  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  would 
do  as  he  suggests  and  send  us  a  brief  definition  of 
the  difierences  between  an  absolutely  clean  fish  of 
the  kinds  named  and  a  thoroughly  well-mended 
kelt.  I  would  undertake  to  publish  the  replies 
together. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  a/re  una/ooidahly  held  over.) 
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obstruction — even  a  bunch  of  rushes  I  have  found 
quite  sufficient— will  spoil  the  cast  by  breaking 
the  continuity  of  the  pull  on  it.    The  orthodox 
Spey  cast  requires  a  stream— it  cannot  be  done 
well  on  dead  water.    Mr.  Grant's  modification  of 
it  can,  he  assures  me,  be  done  almost  to  its  full 
extent  (over  50  yards  I  have  seen  him  do)  on  a 
pond.    He  has  kindly  promised  me  that  he  will 
come  and  prove  what   he   says  when  we  have 
another  tournament,  if  the  time,  etc.,  is  convenient. 
The  Spey  Oast  in  Dry  Tkout-Ply  Fisuino. 
In  trout  fishing  where  trees,  etc.,  behind  made 
the  overhand  back-cast  or  side-cast  impossible,  I 
have  often  reached  a  good  fish  by  using  the  Spey 
cast,  or  a  modification  of  it,  even  in  a  case  where  a 
dry-fly  was  a  sine  quel  nan ;  but  for  the  "  oil  tip  " 
it  would  be  impossible— with  it  it  is  easy  enough. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

Our  Pictures  of  the  Spey  Cast. 

In  this  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  am  at 
last  able  to  give  the  long  promised  reproductions 
of  photographs  of  a  first-rate  Spey  salmon  angler 
doing  the  Spey  cast  on  the  river  near  Craigel- 
lachie.  Three  of  the  pictures  were  done  last 
year.  No.  2  could  only  be  done  recently.  My 
original  object  in  giving  the  photographic  repro- 
ductions was  to  show  that  if  we  had  a  fly 
and  bait  casting  tournament  again,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  before  very  long,  and  a  competition 
m  Spey  casting  was  introduced,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  put  the  angler  with  his  back  close  up 
to  a  screen  or  frame  of  wood  and  get  the  Spey 
cast  done  with  a  long  line.  It  will  be  seen  that 
quite  a  considerable  bow  of  line  passes  behind  the 
angler,  and  if  this  bow  touches  a  rock  or  anything 
else  it  prevents  the  cast  being  made  properly. 
Mr.  George  Sheach,  who  kindly  agreed  to  be 
photographed  doing  the  casts,  is  an  excellent  Spey 
angler— he  could  do  the  Spey  cast  splendidly  when 
he  gave  me  almost  the  first  lessons  I  had  in  it 
with  the  salmon  rod  a  good  many  years  ago,  and 
he  does  it  even  better  now.  As  every  salmon 
angler  is  aware,  there  are  modifications  of  the 
Spey  cast.  Mr.  Grant,  of  "  Vibration  "  rod  fame, 
does  not  bring  the  fly  nearly  so  far  back  (as  in  the 
old  orthodox  "Spey")  before  commencing  the 
forward  movement,  and  he  casts  about  as  long 
a  salmon  line  as  I  have  ever  seen  done.  Then 
some  present-day  Spey  anglers  do  not  make  the 
line  roll  out  over  the  water  so  the  fly  is  the  last 
thing  to  drop  in— they  return  the  line  above  the 
water  as  in  the  overhand  cast,  that  is,  the  whole 
line  drops  on  the  water  practically  at  the  same 
moment,  except  the  bit  close  to  the  rod  point. 
The  idea  that  an  angler  can  stand  close  up  to  a 
wall  of  rock  and  with  his  back  to  it  do  the  Spey 
cast  is  erroneous.  There  must  be  space  for  an 
18ft.  rod  to  go  back  (as  in  No.  2  picture),  or  it 
will  be  broken,  and  there  must  be  space  for  the 
big  bow  of  line  to  go  behind  the  angler  (as  seen 
in  No.  3),  or  the  contact  with  a  rock  or  other 


A  Note  from  Norway— Interesting  Sug-gestion. 

Mr.  Edward  Sturdy,  writing  on  July  13  fi-om 
Bolstadoren,  says  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  editorial  note  pre- 
fixed to  my  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  7 
assumes  that  my  Malloch  rod  is  of  greenlieart,  but 
such  is  not  the  case.  It  is  composite,  probably 
hickory  with  lancewood  top. 

"The  weather  here  has  been, land  is,  the  worst 
possible  for  fishing,  dry,  sunny,  and,  above  all,  cold 
beyond  all  my  experience.  The  river  has  remained 
at  a  good  fishing  height,  and  a  few  fresh  fish  con- 
tinue to  run.  The  weather  suits  us  sufficiently 
well,  furnishing  us  with  an  excuse  for  taking  it  very 
easy.  Save  perhaps  for  an  hour  in  the  morning 
close  to  the  house,  we  seldom  turn  out  till  half-past 
seven  or  even  eight  p.m.,  rarely  failing  to  bag 
something,  though  not  once  having  got  more  in 
an  evening  than  three  salmon  of  aggregate  weights 
of  551b.,  6.51b.,  and  751b.  ;  just  about  half  of  what 
we  often  did  when  younger.  We  must  give  it  up 
altogether,  as  it  becomes  ridiculous  to  fish  in  such 
fashion,  water  thi-ough  which  fish  run  so  fast  that 
the  majority  of  fish  caught  ten  miles  higher  up  have 
not  lost  their  sea  hce. 

"  Probably  something  over  a  year  ago  you  printed 
a  note  of  mine  on  the  subject  of  the  loss  of  weight 
in  salmon  after  capture.    I  doubtless  wi-ote  that  in 
the  very  few  cases  in  which  I  had  tried  it,  I  had 
found  a  decrease  in  the  first  hour  or  two  of  some- 
thing like  five  percent.,  and  that  I  ascribed  this  to 
loss  of  blood,  etc.,  but  principally  to  the  escape  of 
the  water  the  fish  had  swallowed  to  increase  his 
specific  gravity,  either  when  ascending  a  rapid,  or 
when  trying  to  resist  the  upward  pull  of  the  rod. 
At  the  time  you  appeared  to  wish  for  more  infor- 
mation or  for  proof  of  this,  but  I  was  busy  and 
nothing  came  of  it  ;   but  I  was  reminded  of  your 
wish  last  evening  by  landing  a  fish  very  heavily 
ballasted,  under  the  following  circumstances.  I  pass 
over  the  hooking  and  the  dozen  minutes  the  fish 
occupied  with  rushes,  long  limges  and  leaps,  before 
he  became  exhausted,  and  I  come  to  the  time  when 
getting  him  ashore  was  the  only  question.  The 
river  there  has,  on  the  only  side  practicable  for 
landing,  a  shoal  httle  more  than  a  foot  deep, 
extending  thirty  or  more  yards  from  the  shore  to 
the  deep  strong  water.    As  I  had  found  there 
scores  of  times,  it  is  little  pleasant  having  a  heavy 
fish  flapping  in  shallow  water  over  stones,  so  as 
usual  I  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  close  to  him  in 
the  deep  water  and  pull  straight  up  on  him  till  he 
was  quite  done.    In  a  very  few  minutes  of  this  he 
gave  in,  came  to  the  surface  on  his  side,  and  was 
rapidly  towed  ashore  and  gaffed  almost  without  a 
struggle.    On  the  giUie  fifting  him  by  the  tail  into 
the  boat,  water  poured  from  his  mouth— half  a 
pint,  my  wife  judged  ;   and  this  is  not  all.  An 
hour  and  a  half  later,  the  man  with  a  cord  round 
the  tails  of  the  prizes  took  them  on  his  back,  where- 
upon more  water  began  to  drip  from  the  fish  in 
question.    It  thus  appeared  that  in  the  fish's  efforts 
to  keep  down  against  the  pressure  of  the  rod  he  had 
taken  water  into  some  receptacle,  from  which  it 
would  run  by  gravity  alone,  and  into  another 
which  required  pressure  to  empty.    The  fish,  a 
male,  weight  and  measure  taken  as  usual  at  home, 
weighed  38lb.  and  measured  just  over  43in.  He 
was  thus  some  8  or  10  per  cent,  over  the  Fishing 
Gazette  scale  of  weight  for  length.    On  giving  him 
away  this,  the  next,  morning,  I  reweighed  him,  and 
found  then,  as  always,  Httle  or  no  further  decrease. 
—Yours  sincerely,  "  Ed w.4Bd  Sturdy. 

'  Bolstadoren,  Norway,  July  13." 
Mr.  Sturdy  has,  I    think,  made  quite  a  new 
suggestion  with  regard  to  the  way  fish  ballast 


themselves.    Some  have  supposed  that  it  was  by 
means  of  the  air-bladder,  but  I  could  never  under- 
stand how  a  fish  which  had  expelled  air  in  order  to 
sink  could  get  it  in  again  iastantly  at  the  bottom 
of  the  water  in  order  to  rise.    Probably  the  distri- 
bution of  the  air  lias  more  to  do  with  it,  as  fish 
which  have  had  the  air-bladder  pricked  are  said 
not  to  be  able  to  rise  in  the  water  except  with  effort, 
and  immediately  sink  again.    Is  it  not  possible  that 
the  water  seen  dropping  from  the  .salmon  Mr.  Sturdy 
refers  to  was  gulped  down  by  accident  ?    When  I 
have  been  swimming  in  a  rough  sea  I  have  often 
swallowed  far  more  sea  water  than  I  wanted.    In  its 
fear  and  struggles  a  fish  miglit  gulp  do\vn  water. 
If  it  were  a  regular  thing  in  order  to  ballast  the 
body,  as  it  were,  it  would  have  often  been  noticed 
probably.     I  am  sorry  indeed  to  gather  from  his 
note  that  Mr.  Sturdy  seems  inclined  to  give  up 
Norway  as  a  fishing  ground. 

Jamaica  Tarpon— Fine  Tackle  which  will  hold 
Them  Wanted. 

Major  G.  M.  Hutton,  D.S.O.,  R.E.,  who  has 

kindly  given  us  interesting  information  about 
tarpon  and  other  fishing  in  Jamaica,  wTites  to  mo 
on  June  25  last  as  follows.  I  hope  it  may  be  the 
means  of  his  getting  the  tackle  he  requires — unfor- 
tunately, the  sample  of  wire  which  he  alludes  to 
was  omitted,  or  I  should  have  a  better  idea  of 
what  is  wanted.  It  is  certainly  curious  to  find 
these  Jamaica  tarpon  are  so  mighty  careful.  Tlie 
Florida  fish  do  not  take  any  notice  of  a  bait  on  a 
bit  of  chain !  I  presume  the  bait  is  allowed  to 
rest  on  the  bottom,  and  that  the  line  between  the 
bait  and  the  angler  lies  chiefly  on  the  bottom,  as 
in  ledgering  for  barbel,  eels,  etc.  If  Major  Hutton 
has  not  tried  it,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  dye 
some  fine  undi-essed  plaited  silk  line  which  will  lift 
the  weight  he  mentions,  namely,  lOlb.,  the  colour 
of  the  bottom.  I  think  I  will  send  him  some  to 
try— but  quite  possibly  it  would  be  cut  far  too 
easily.    Here  is  his  letter :  — 

"  Dear  Mb.  Marston,— The  Port  Royal  tarpon 
are  still  uppermost.  They  had  a  slack  time  during 
the  winter,  but  now  the  leave  season  has  begun 
war  has  been  declared  again.  The  first  engage- 
ment took  place  last  Monday — result,  score  for  the 
tarpon.  Could  any  tackle  makers,  professional  or 
otherwise,  who  read  your  paper,  enlist  themselves 
on  our  side  and  help  us  with  suggestions  as  to 
tac-tics  and  tac-kle  ?  I  will  describe  the  last  engage- 
ment— all  engagements  before  (and  there  have  been 
many)  were  similar.  Having  obtained  a  basket  of 
whitebait,  we  proceed  to  the  tarpon  stronghold  and 
cast  the  bait  overboard  in  handfuls.  In  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  invariably  the  tarpon  attack. 
Some  ten  or  so  of  them,  from  501b.  to  15lb.,  come 
up,  and  at  a  range  which  we  can  almost  touch  them 
with  our  rods,  proceed  to  calmly — very  calmly— 
eat  the  bait  bit  by  bit.  We  bait  hooks  then  with 
whitebait,  and,  unless  we  use  trout  gut  and  trout 
fly  hooks,  the  tarpon  will  look  at  it,  charge  down, 
open  their  mouths,  and — change  their  minds.  When 
we  use  fine  gut  and  trout  hooks  they  take  the  bait 
easily  enough  and  break  the  gut  easier.  I  have 
caught  three,  two  on  salmon  gut  and  one  on  wire, 
and  have  lost  I  don't  know  how  many  on  trout  gut. 

"  I  attach  a  specimen  of  the  wire  which  is  not 
invisible  enough  ;  ordinary  salmon  gut  is  not 
invisible  enough.  All  my  tliree  were  fluked.  What 
we  want  is  very,  very  fine  wire  which  will  stand  a 
strain  of  lOlb.  If  that  cannot  be  got  fine  enough, 
one  might  do  with  one  that  will  stand  5lb.  I  am 
told  it  can  be  got.  As  to  hooks,  we  want  a  very 
small  hook  that  can  be  hidden  in  a  large  whitebait 
and  is  stout  enough  to  use  with  the  wire  above. 
We  may  strike  it  if  anyone  who  knows  where  it  is 
to  be  got  reads  this  in  your  paper  and  feels  strong 
enough  to  write  to  me.  It  is  essential  that  the 
wire  should  be  as  fine  as  possible.  If  I  could  get 
it,  I  would  make  a  last  link  of  it  on  my  casts  for 
fly-fishing  for  tarpon. 

"  They  take  a  fly  very  readily  in  the  evening, 
but  are  mighty  hard  to  land,  as' they  either  jump 
off  on  account  of  the  hardness  of  their  mouths  or 
they  bite  the  gut  through. 

"  Fly-fishing  for  tarpon  is  in  the  streams  only 
for  4-pounders  and  under  (young  'uns),  in  my 
experience." 

I  am  sending  Major  Hutton  some  of  Messrs. 
Carnage's  fine  strong  silk  line ;  also  some  wire 
which  Herr  Heintz  sent  to  me — I  fear  it  is  not  fine 
enough. 

[2] 
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A  New  Book  on  Salmon  Fishing. 

Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson  has  written  and  Messrs. 
A.'^and  C.  Black  have  just  published  a  very  attrac- 
tive and  useful  book  on  salmon  fishing  ;   it  is  a 
handy  volume  of  over  three  hundred  pages,  with 
many  full-page  illustrations  of  views  on  salmon  rivers, 
etc.,  and  the  finest  series  of  colomed  representations 
of  salmon  flies  which  I  think  I  have  ever  seen. 
There  are  seventy-four  varieties,  which  ought  to 
be  enough  for  the  most  exacting  angler ;  the  flies  have 
all  been  most  carefully  copied  from  patterns  supplied 
by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth.    The  first  six 
chapters  are  to  some  extent  re-cast  from  articles 
which  have  appeared  in  periodicals,  including  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but,  as  Mi-.  Hodg.son  tells  us  in  his 
introduction,  they  were  written  specially  with  a 
view  to  book  publication,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all 
who  read  them  previously  will  be  glad  to  have  them 
in  this  permanent  form,  for,  although  one  may  not 
always  agree  with  all  his  views,  Mr.  Hodgson  writes 
most  charmingly,  and  I,  for  one,  wish  that  the 
whole  book  was  by  him.    The  last  half  consists 
mainly  of  short  up-to-date  descriptions  of  the 
salmon  rivers  of  the  United    Kingdom  and  in 
"  Britaias  beyond  the  Seas,"  supplied  by  residents 
and  other  experts.    IVIr.  Hodgson  has  a  fresh  way 
of  looking  at  angling  matters — often  he  is  not 
satisfied  with  walking  past  or  round  a  thing  and 
giving  his  opinion,  as  most  anglers  are  content 
to  do :  he  gets  on  top  and  looks  do%vn  at  it,  occa- 
sionally he  seems  to  have  tried  how  it  impressed 
him  when  standing  on  his  head — not  that  he  is,  by 
any  means,  always  prepared  to  endorse  all  the 
views  he  has  got  together,  for  example,  that  to 
make  salmon  rise  you  Ofught  to  fish  near  a  quarry 
where  blasted  rocks  fall  all  around  you  after  each 
explosion.    The  only  time  I  ever  tried  the  experi- 
ment was  on  the  Whitadder,  some  distance  below 
the  old  copper  mine  ;  there  was  a  sudden  explosion 
round  the  corner,  and  then  about  15lb.  of  rock  in 
one  lump  came  down  just  in  front  of  me  and  made 
a  boil  like  a  501b.  salmon  might  do,  but  I  did  not 
wait  long  enough  to  see  if  there  was  another 
50-pounder  about. 
Mb.  W.  Eakl  Hodgson  on  Rods  and  TraNcs. 
I  am  not  a  champion  fly-caster  either  with  split- 
cane  or  greenheart,  nor  am  I  a  champion  of  one 
kind  of  rod  against  another,  but  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  on  the  single  point  in  which  I  think  greenheart 
may  have  an  advantage  over  split-cane,  namely,  in 
stiffness,  the  rods  being  equal  in  size,  Mr.  Hodgson 
agrees  with  me.    He  says,  p.  51,  after  highly 
praising  split -cane  for  its  durabihty,  etc.:  "If 
you  have  to  cast  against  the  breeze,  as  sometimes 
on  a  stream,  the  split-cane  rod,  being  very  pliable, 
lacks  force  ;  if  you  are  casting  with  the  wind,  as 
nearly  always  on  a  lake,  it  is  similarly  hard  put  to 
it  in  recovering  the  line  and  the  flies.    A  greenheart 
rod,  on  the  other  hand,  has  at  once  less  flexibility 
and  a  liveliness  peculiarly  its  own.    .    .    you  can 
as  you  cast,  actually  feel  it  quivering,  not  with 
wealmess,  but  with  a  spirit  as  of  tempered  steel. 
In  short,  when  there  is  even  a  slight  wind  to  be 
contended  with,  a  built-cane  rod,  although  it  be 
of  the  best  type,  seems  rather  langiiid  ;  but,  even 
in  a  considerable  wind,  the  greenheart  thrills  and  is 
game.    .    .    The  greenheart  is  the  more  mettle- 
sonae  weapon."    Curiously  enough,  whereas  I  have 
noticed  the  greater  stiffness  of  greenheart  chiefly 
in  salmon  rods,  Mr.  Hodgson's  experience  of  this 
has  been  with  trout — he  is  referring  to  steel-centred 
.split-cane  rods,   my  reference  being  to  unsteel- 
centred  ones.    In  my  opinion,  a  steel  wire  in  a 
rod  cannot  add  to  its  stiffness,  because  the  wire 
bends  far  more  easily  than  the  cane.    I  can  easily 
understand  it  may  improve  the  action  of  a  rod  by 
adding  weight  without  much  bulk.    A  very  good 
test  of  the  comparative  stiffness  of  greenheart  and 
split-cane  would  be  to  take  a  good  Castleconnell 
action  18ft.  greenheart  salmon  rod  and  match  it 
in  length  and  diameter  in  split-cane.    I  doubt  if 
you  paid  £100  for  it  you  could  get  as  much  stiffness. 
I  have  noted  many  things  in  Mr.  Hodgson's  capital 
book  to  which  I  hope  to  refer.    I  am  glad  that  the 
"  Miss  Winsome "  of  previous  writings  gets  the 
book  dedicated  to  her,  as  it  is  a  sport  she  delights 
in,  and  congratulate  her  on  landing  the  author  for 
her  husband.    Being  published  by  Messrs.  A.  and 
C.  Black,  it  is  needless  to  say  the  book  is  in  every 
respect  well  got  up.    In  addition  to  the  many 
coloured  plates  of  flies— alas  !   their  dressings  are 
not  given — there  is  a  frontispiece  in  colour  of  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Dee,  which  may  be  all  right  in  colour, 
but  is  all  wrong  from  a  salmon  angling  point  of 
view.  I 


Muskelonge  and  Pike. 

Mr.  Fred.  T.  Young  writes  to  me :  — 
"  I  fished  some  lakes  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
U.S.A.,  in  September  last,  for  bass  and  muskelonge 
(generally  termed  ,' muskies '),  and  was  surprised 
to  see  that  the  latter  fish  was  apparently  identical 
in  every  respect  with  tlie  Irish  lake  pike,  of  which 
I  have  caught  some  numbers  in  Loughs  Mask  and 
Conn.    Is  it  the  same  fish,  can  you  tell  me  ?  " 

The  muskelonge  is  classed  by  American  ichthyo- 
logists as  distinct  from  the  pike,  one  of  the  differences 
being  tliat  the  muskelonge  {Eso.v  nobilior),  which  is 
said  to  grow  to  1001b.,  has  scales  only  on  the  upper 
half  of  the  cheeks,  whereas  the  pike  of  America  and 
Europe  {Esox  lucius)  has  scales  all  over  his  cheeks, 
or  fairly  so.  The  markings  are  different,  the 
muskelonge  having  blackish  spots  of  in-egular  shape, 
while  the  pike  is  mottled  with  light  markings.  The 
fin  rays  and  scales  are  also  said  to  be  different  in 
number.  The  general  shape  appears  to  be  almost 
identical.  The  muskelonge  has  been  immortalised 
by  Wilcox  in  the  following  lines  :  — 

"  ^Vhence  and  what  are  you,  monster  grim  and 
great  ? 

Sometimes  we  think  you  are  a  '  Syndicate,' 
For,  if  our  quaint  cartoonists  be  but  just. 
You  have  some  features  of  the  modern  '  Trust.' 
A  wide,  ferocious  and  rapacious  jaw, 
A  vast,  insatiate  and  expansive  craw  ; 
And,  like  the  '  Trust,'  your  chiefest  aim  and  wish 
Was  to  combine  in  one  all  smaller  fish, 
And  all  the  lesser  fry  succumbed  to  fate. 
Whom  you  determined  to  consolidate." 
I  do  not  think  there  is  a  specimen  of  the  "  muskie  " 
in  this  country.    If  Mr.  Young  catches  any  more  I 
hope  he  will  send  one  for  comparison  with  our 
pike.    I  am  a  bit  sceptical  as  to  there  being  any 
real  difference. 

Fishing  near  Norwich. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  the  fishing  tackle  maker,  54, 
London-street,  Norwich,  tells  me  that  he  has  a 
house  to  let  whicli  might  suit  an  angler  taking  his 
family  for  the  fishing. 


"The  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing." 

Next  week  I  hope  to  notice  a  very  interesting 
and  suggestive  little  book  on  "  The  Science  of  Dry- 
Fly  Fishing,"  by  Mr.  Fred  G.  Shaw,  just  published 
by  Messrs.  Bradbury,  Agnew  and  Co.,  and  very 
fully  illustrated. 


Another  Exhibition  at  Vienna. 

There  is  to  be  an  International  Congress  of 
Agriculture,  to  include  fish-cultur^  and  angling,  at 
Vienna,  from  May  21  to  25  (inclusive),  1907.  Par- 
ticulars can  be  had  by  witing  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  Agricultural  Congress,  1,  Schaufler- 
gasse,  6,  Vienna. 

Natural  Fly  Culture. 

If  any  reader  of  this  note  can  supply  unquestion- 
able proof  of  the  success  of  attempts  to  transplant 
water-flies  and  their  establishment  in  waters  thus 
stocked,  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  they  will  do 
so.  I  know  that  Major  Turle  by  transplanting  May 
Fly  larvae  got  a  show  of  fly  where  they  had  pre- 
viously for  some  years  been  almost  absent,  but 
they  again  disappeared.  I  know  Sir  Wm.  Pearce 
also  got  the  Grannom  to  hatch  in  his  water  on  the 
Kennet,  but  it  did  not  become  established.  It  is 
probable  that  such  experiments  want  repeating  on 
a  large  scale  every  season,  and  even  then  success  is 
very  uncertain,  because  the  causes  which  killed  oft' 
the  original  native  fly  must  be  even  more  potent 
against  the  imported  flies.  At  the  same  time,  the 
experiments  already  made  have  been  so  few  and  so 
small  that  it  is  absurd  to  talk  of  the  establishment 
of  fly  in  a  water  where  it  was  unknown  or  had  died 
out  being  impossible.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  for  tlie  future  of  fly-fishing, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  little  society  established  to 
raise  funds  for  experimenting  in  the  transplanting 
of  water-flies,  and  would  gladly  subscribe  to  it. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


How  TO  Tie  Tkout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  FliesforTroutand  Grayling.' 
By  U.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  suliject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


WYEES  FEERES'  IMPROVED 
"ROSEAU"  RODS,  WITH  CORK 
HANDLES. 


This  is  an  ideal  roach  or  bottom  fisher's  rod,  the 
outcome  of  careful  thought  and  practical  experi- 
ence. It  is  extremely  light,  yet  perfect  in  balance 
and  strength  just  where  required.  In  this  rod  an 
extra  butt,  fully  fitted,  ia  provided,  which  reduces 
the  length  of  rod  by  two  feet,  if  necessary.  Thtj 
three  tops  ara  also  of  distinct  strengths.  Four 
joints,  bronzed  brass  fittings,  winch  fitted,  snake 


rings,  hollow  butt  that  will  hold  two  of  the  tops, 
in  bag. 

No.  1115.— Length,  with  long  butt,  14ft.,  16ft., 
and  18ft. 

No.  1116. — -A  similar  rod,  without  winch  fittings 
or  rings,  for  tight-line  fishing.  Length,  with  long 
butt,  14ft.,  16ft.,  and  18ft. 

TESTIMONIALS. 

"  August  8,  1900. 
"Gentlemen,—!  have  great  pleasure  in  inform- 
ing you  that,  using  your  '  Roseau '  rod  and  fine 
wire  hooks,  I  took  three  first  prizes,  one  £8,  one 
£24,  and  one  medal,  at  the  International  Fishing 
Competition  of  1900. 

"  The  rod  is  a  perfect  model  of  precision  and 
lightness.  '  Goethiees, 

"Louveciennes." 


"  St.  Ives,  Hunts, 

"March  18,  1002. 
"  G^NiLEMEN, — Just  a  line  to  inform  you  that  a 
steady  arm,  a  quick  eye,  and  one  of  your  admirable 
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'  Roseau '  rods,  have  won  for  me,  the  third  year  in 
succession,  the  chief  prize  this  year — namely,  the 
'  Ousel  Challenge  Cup,'  given  by  his  Worship  the 
Mayor,  H.  I.  Hankin,  Esq.,  value  £6  63.  Also  a 
photogravure,  entitled  'The  Rendezvous,'  value 
£10  lOs.,  given  by  Shirley  Fox,  Esq.,  R.B.A.  No 
little  credit  lies  to  the  lightness,  durability,  and 
flexibility  of  your  famous  '  Roseau '  rod  for  this 
grand  achievement,  and  I  think  everyone  should 
know  of  the  great  advantages  that  are  to  be 
derived  from  the  use  of  the  '  Roseau  '  rod. 

"Edwaed  Collinson." 
The  prices  are  moderate,  and  where  a  long, 
strong,  and  yet  light  rod  is  needed  this  will  be 
found  useful. 


BASS  FISHING  NEAE  PLYMOUTH. 


The  fisherman  in  the  illustration  represents  Mr. 
J.  Jerritt,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Plymouth  Angling 
Club.  The  boy,  waiting  for  the  prey  and  eager 
for  the  fray,  is  the  property  of  Mr.  H.  Camell, 
assistant  hon.  sec.  of  the  IPlymouth  Angling  Club. 

The  photo  shows  one  of  the  best  haunts  of  bass 
in  the  neighbourhood  (Laira  Bridge).  A  great 
many  pollack  and  bass  are  taken  annually  from 


perhaps,  as  it  turned  out,  I  killed  several  rights  and 
lefts  (' rocketters ')  at  rather  long  distances,  and 
was  thoroughly  enjoying  the  sport  when  my  guide 
came  up  and  whispered  to  mo  that  he  had  overheard 
the  villagers  laying  a  plot  for  stealing  my  gun,  which 
included,  of  course,  any  contingencies  which  might 
follow  in  the  event  of  my  refusing  to  be  disarmed. 
I  therefore  gradually  ceased  shooting,  and  moved 
off  as  if  for  the  other  side  of  tlie  village,  intending 
when  I  got  there  to  make,  in  military  phraseology, 
'  a  strategic  movement  to  the  rear. '  The  villagers, 
however,  appeared  to  have  at  once  grasped  the 
situation  ;  and  on  completing  half  a  detour  of  the 
village  on  one  side  I  found  the  inhabitants  had  also 
completed  it  by  the  other  side.  As  their  appearance 
was  decidedly  threatening,  and  they  seemed  bent 
on  closing  round  me,  I  made  them  understand  in 
dumb  show  that  I  should  shoot  the  first  two  who 
attempted  to  touch  me,  and,  having  witnessed  the 
previous  pigeon-shooting  experiments,  my  assailants 
drew  back  a  little.  No  one,  in  fact,  seemed  inclined 
to  '  bell  the  cat,'  and  I  began  a  retreat,  keeping 
the  crowd  covered  by  my  gun  (for  that  purpose 
riding  with  my  face  to  the  tail  of  the  donkey,  which 
the  boy  led),  and  with  the  guide  behind  me.  In  this 
way  we  gradually  increased  our  distance  from  the 
village  ;  and  at  last,  when  there  were  only  some 


Photo  bi/] 


Laiba  Bbidge. 


[Mr.  II.  Camell. 


this  spot.  Anglers  on  a  visit  to  Plymouth  will  do 
well  to  try  this  favourite  quarter. 

Mr.  Jerritt  tells  us  that  the  mackerel  and  whiting 
boats  are  doing  much  better,  and  on  the  piers  and 
wharves  fair  catches  of  bass  and  pollack  are  being 
had.  Peal  are  taking  the  Grey  Drake,  Red  Palmer, 
and  Bradshaw's  Olive  and  Silvei-. 


"ENGLISH  OEFICEKS  AND 
EGYPTIAN  PIGEONS." 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell  appears  in  the  Buxton  Advertiser  : — 

"  Sir, — Public  feeling  has  lately  beea  a  good  deal 
exercised  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  an  English 
officer,  and  the  brutal  ill-treatment  of  other  officers, 
for  shooting  pigeons  at  a  native  Egyptian  village. 
But  the  hostility  of  the  Fellaheen  to  Europeans 
shooting  their  pigeons  is  by  no  means  unprecedented, 
as  my  own  experience,  when  formerly  acting  as  an 
English  official  in  the  Egjrptian  service,  sufficiently 
indicates.  One  of  my  Arab  guards  having  told  me 
that  there  was  good  pigeon  shooting  out  at  a  certain 
village  within  walking  (or  donkey-riding)  distance 
of  Cairo,  I  went  there  one  morning,  accompanied 
by  a  native  guide,  a  donkey  and  donkey-boy,  and 
a  double-barrelled  gun.  On  arriving  at  the  village 
I  found  plenty  of  pigeons— half-wild,  half-tame— 
of  which  I  soon  shot  a  good  many,  the  inhabitants 
tummg  out  and  looking  on  with  what  I  thought  to 
be  a  friendly  interest  in  the  performance.  Luckily. 


half-dozen  of  our  pursuers  remaining,  I  thought  it 
was  time  to  become  the  attacking  party,  and  made 
them  understand  that  if  they  did  not  decamp  I 
should  shoot  them.  They  bolted  ;  and  so  ended 
an  incident  which  might  very  well  have  had  a  fatal 
termination,  because,  of  course,  with  a  mob  deter- 
mined upon  an  act  of  violence,  they  must,  in  fact, 
also  have  determined  on  any  incidental  measures 
which  might  be  involved  in  carrying  it  out.  '  Who 
wills  the  end,  wills  the  means.' 

"I  ought  to  mention  that,  as  I  was  afterwards 
informed,  the  headman  of  the  village  was  away  at 
Cairo  paying  taxes. — Yours,  etc., 

"  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell 
(Formerly  Director  of  Interior  Commerce,  Egypt) 

"  Buxton,  July  7th,  1906." 


SUMMEE  SALMON  ANGLING. 

On  most  East  Coast  rivers  there  is  a  distinct  run 
of  "July  salmon,"  as  they  are  termed.  They 
average  about  14lb.,  and  come  away  \\dth  the 
lovely  smaller  grilse  of  31b.,  41b.,  and  5lb.,  which  just 
now  are  at  their  best,  and  most  numerous  on  the 
Tay,  Dee,  Spey,  and  such-like  early  rivers. 

The  want  of  fine  round  waters  is  the  great  deterrent 
to  the  summer  angler  in  general,  and  the  summer 
salmon  angler  in  particular.  The  trout  angler 
can  struggle  along  even  in  the  smallest  of  burns, 
and  with  worm  or  fly  turn  out  two  or  three  dozen 
brown  trout,  averaging  6oz.  ;  but  without  waters 


of  fairly  good  size  the  grilse  angler  is  hardly  in  it, 
and  the  salmon  angler  is  not  in  it  at  all. 

The  present  season  seems  to  be  better  in  regard 
to  the  average  water-supply  than  has  been  the  csiae 
for  half-a-dozen  years.  What  small  spates  have 
been  experienced,  and  are  being  experienced,  have 
come,  and  are  coming,  at  the  proper  and  most 
opportune  time  for  the  summer  salmon  and  grilse 
getting  some  chance  of  running  inland.  The  waters 
as  yet  have  been  free  from  sediment — decayed 
vegetable  matter,  known  in  the  North  as  "  peaty 
water." 

The  July  salmon  are  usually  found  either  in  the 
thick  of  the  stream  at  midday  or  falling  back  into 
the  shades  of  the  salmon  pool  at  night,  and  in 
searching  for  grilse  or  oven  trout,  when  summer 
salmon  are  about,  it  is  as  well  to  be  prepared  for 
the  heavier  fish  as  for  the  smaller.  Many  a  good 
chance  is  simply  thrown  away  in  using  too  fine 
casts  ;  and  yet  casts  of  the  finer  quality  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  general  success.  In  rough  or 
breezy  weather,  or  in  strong  water,  a  much  thicker 
cast  may  be  used  than  at  the  height  of  the  day  in 
brilliant  sunshine  and  when  a  dead  calm  prevails, 
but  if  it  be  strong  enough  to  run  a  21b.  trout  it  will, 
with  careful  handling,  serve  equally  well  for  a 
131b.  or  14lb.  salmon  or  smaller  grilse.     G.  M. 


THE  SALMON'S  GEOWTH  FEOM 
SMOLT  TO  GEILSE. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
on  July  13,  Dr.  R.  H.  Traquair  presiding,  Mr. 
W.  L.  Calderwood,  inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of 
Scotland,  submitted  a  paper  dealing  with  the 
growth  of  the  salmon  from  the  smolt  to  the  grilse 
stage.  Mr.  Calderwood  pointed  out  that  up  to  the 
present  time  the  idea  has  prevailed,  on  account  of 
the  Stormontfield  experiments  which  were  reported 
in  1862,  that  the  salmon  smolt  which  goes  into 
the  sea  in  May  a  small  fish  about  5in.  in  length, 
and  not  much  more  than  loz.  in  weight, 
returns  to  the  river  in  two  or  three  months  as  a 
grilse  of  from  31b.  to  5lb.  In  the  case  of  these 
experiments,  however,  the  marking  was  done  by 
the  mutilation  of  the  fins,  which  method  has  been 
shown  to  be  subject  to  doubt  because  of  the  way 
in  which  fins  grow.  In  190.5  the  Tay  Fisheries  Co. 
marked  about  6500  smolts  by  the  attachment  of  a 
small  piece  of  silver  wire  to  the  dorsal  fin.  No 
recaptures  were  made  during  1905,  but  on  June  1, 
1906,  the  first  grilse  marked  with  the  wire,  a  fish  of 
nearly  31b.,  was  taken  in  the  Tay.  Since  then  four 
others  have  been  recaptured,  ranging  up  to  5ilb. 
in  weight.  Mr.  Calderwood  exhibited  the  second 
grilse  taken,  which  was  captured  on  June  26  this 
year,  and  weighed  4|lb.  This  specimen,  he 
explained,  was  of  interest,  because  it  confirmed  the 
view  which  had  recently  been  formed  that  the 
results  of  the  Stormontfield  experiments  were  not 
reliable,  and  it  estabhshed  the  link  between  the 
smolt  and  the  salmon  in  so  far  as  the  absence  of 
the  fish  from  the  fresh  water  was  concerned,  that 
that  absence  was  not  less  than  a  year  in  duration, 
and  that  the  fish  on  its  return  was  therefore  from 
three  to  three  and  a  half  years  old.  Its  growth 
during  its  residence  in  salt  water,  Mr.  Calderwood 
estimated  at  from  3oz.  to  6oz.  per  month.  The 
contrast  in  size  between  the  smolt  and  the  grilse, 
and  the  extraordinary  growth  there  would  be  were 
the  popular  impression  as  to  fwhen  the  smolt 
returns  to  the  river  correct,  were  admirably  illus- 
trated by  his  exhibiting  a  specimen  of  the  small 
Tay  smolts  marked  in  May,  1905.  It  was  a  fish 
5in.  long,  whereas  the  grilse  he  showed  was  exactly 
24in.  in  length. 

[Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  says,  with  reference  to  Mr. 
Calderwood's  interesting  paper,  that  his  ej^erience 
of  salmon  smolts  in  May  is  that  they  are  generally 
nearly  double  the  weight  mentioned.— Ed.] 


A  Capk  Town  diver,  says  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette, 
was  recently  greatly  impeded  at  his  work  by  a 
couple  of  very  large  octopi,  whose  tentacles  measured 
from  4ft.  to  5ft.  The  diver  took  with  him  to  the 
sea-bottom  a  keg  of  gunpowder,  and  this  he  pushed 
towards  the  "  devil-fish,"  which  immediately  seized 
upon  it.  Making  sure  that  the  monsters  were  busy 
investigating  something  they  probably  thought  good 
to  eat,  the  diver  was  hauled  to  the  surface  and  fired 
the  powder  electrically,  with  the  result  that  many 
fragments  of  devil-fish  floated  on  the  water's 
surface. 
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THE  SPEY  CAST,    Position  No.  1.    (.See  Editor's  "Occasional  Notes.")  t^^"'''-  St"ra,-t,  Elgin,  N.B. 

In  this  picture,  from  an  instantaneous  photograph.  Mr.  George  Sheach,  a  professional  Spey  fisherman,  is  seen  with  a  long  line  out  lifting  it  from 
the  water  preparatory  to  swinging  it  back  until  the  fly  is  near  liis  feet,  when  the  rod  will  be  in  position  for  the  forward  cast  as  in  No.  2. 


i'hoto  by] 

THE  SPEY  CAST.    Position  No.  2.    (See  Editor's  "Occasional  Notas.")  t^^"'"-  Stewart,  EUjin,  X.B. 

In  this  picture  Mr.  Sheach  is  seen  in  tlie  process  of  bringing  the  line  back  in  order  to  make  the  forward  cast,  and,  as  will  be  seen  in  No.  3, 
when  a  long  hne  is  cast  the  bow  of  the  line  must  extend  at  least  20  feet  behind  the  angler. 


^'"'^"  ''^^  THE  SPEY  CAST.    Position  No.  3.    {See  Editor's  "Occasional  Notes.")  I^""-  -^'f'"' 

This  picture  shows  the  forward  movement  beginning  in  Xo.  2.    The  line  follows  the  rod  point,  and  then  extends  beyond  it  and  over  the  water, 

as  shown  in  our  next  picture,  No.  4. 


Photo  by] 


[Robt.  Stetfart,  Elgin.  X.B. 


THE  SPEY  CAST.    Position  No.  4.    Finish.    (5ee  Editor's  "Occasional  Notes.") 
In  this  P^^t^J^e  the  long  line  is  seen  extending  over  the  Spey  with  the  fly  in  th^air  and  just  about  to  fall  gracefullv,  and  almost 

(Some  good  angers  use  I^mSi/oln Jr,  T^''^  ''T^^  Tu"  '^-^  ^P°*'  ^^^^  '^^"^  ^  ^-       ^°°ther  c;st. 

e  gooa  anglers  use  a  modification  of  the  Spey  cast,  not  brmgmg  the  fly  so  far  back  and  keeping  the  forward  east  much  more  in  the  air  ) 
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LUCEKNE. 


AiaAiN  the  vanguards  of  the  ever -renewing  and 
ever-increasing  throngs  of  summer  visitants  are 
wer\(3ing  their  way  to  this  "  Queen  of  Swiss  Resorts." 
They,  and  those  who  may  follow  them,  do  rightly. 
Nowhere  else  can  they  go  (or  so  cheaply!)  to  any 
central  point  of  equal  summer  attractions.  In 
Lucerne  itself  and  all  around  its  lakes  are  multi- 
tudinous hotels,  pensions  and  apartments,  with 
abundant  accommodation  for  guests  of  all  predi- 
lections and  purses.  Luxurious,  up-to-date  palaces, 
most  comfortable  houses  for  those  more  moderately 
inclined,  quiet,  homely  cottages  and  chalets  for 
such  who  (like  John  Gilpin's  spouse) 

Although  on  pleasure  bent 
Have  yet  a  frugal  mind. 

Not  alone  do  luxury,  pleasure  and  comfort 
abound  here  ;  alongside  with  them  are  other 
alluring  attractions :  rest  for  the  over-fatigued, 
variety  for  those  wearied  with  life's  monotony, 
increase  of  health  for  the  delicate,  and  re-invigo- 
ration  for  convalescents.  For  the  artistic  and  for 
lovers  of  nature,  the  silken  surfaces  of  exquisite 
lakes,  delightfully  verdant  slopes,  richness  and 
perfumes  of  flowers,  rushing  rivers  and  frolicsome 


brooks,  wholesome  atmospheres,  glittering  glaciers, 
perilous  precipices,  splendours  of  loftiest  peaks 
("  ermine-crowned  kings  "),  wild  beauty  of  land- 
scapes, primitive  rusticity,  and  most  modern 
acquisitions  of  art  and  science,  all  congregate 
around  Lucerne.  Mountain  ascents,  rural  walks, 
admirably-arranged  rail  and  boat  excursions, 
picnic  parties,  and  out-door  games,  on  every  side. 

And,  as  last  year,  the  Izaak  Walton  cult  is 
encouraged,  the  local  authorities  having  control 
of  excellent  fishing  on  lake  and  river,  rigidly  reserved 
from  sport-spoilers,  but  open  on  very  reasonable 
conditions  to  real  anglers. 


HOW  TO 


BECOME  A 
ANGLEK.* 


CHAMPION 


Loch  Leven  is  a  lake,  in  Kinross-shire,  on  the  east 
side  of  Scotland,  about  six  miles  long  and  four 
broad.  Historically  it  is  interesting  as  having  been 
for  some  time  the  prison  of  Queen  Mary  of  Scotland, 
while  viewed  from  a  fishing  point  it  stands  absolutely 
without  an  equal.  Some  of  the  walls  of  the  old 
castle  are  still  standing,  but  unfortunately,  as  a 
building  so  famous  for  its  associations,  it  has  been 
sadly  neglected,  while  the  Queen's  Bower — a  little 
island  south  of  the  castle,  on  which  the  queen  spent 
much  of  her  enforced  leisure — is  now  only  seen  as  a 
heap  of  stones  overgrown  with  long  grass,  and 
frequented  by  the  swans,  geese,  and  ducks  as  a 
nesting  place. 

The  lake  contains  immense  numbers  of  trout,  pike, 
and  perch.  The  trout  are  of  quite  a  distinct  species, 
generally  silvery  in  colour,  of  splendid  shape,  and 
under  certain  conditions  very  quick  to  rise  to  the 
fly.    It  often  has  been  discussed  whether  the  Loch 

*  By  Dr.  Charles  E.  Allum,  winnerof  the  National 
Championship  of  British  Angling  Clubs,  1898. 
President  of  the  club,  1900. 


Leven  trout  is  a  land-locked  sea-trout  or  a  species 
distinct  in  itself,  the  origin  of  which  has  been  lost  in 
bygone  ages.  Many  trout  stockers  have  been  dis- 
appointed when,  after  spending  thousands  of  dollars 
on  Loch  Leven  fry  or  two-year-olds,  they  found  that 
while  they  were  landing  trout  of  excellent  weight 
and  quality,  they  were  not  getting  the  number  of 
offers  they  had  hoped  for,  and  gradually  even  this 
limited  number  would  grow  fewer  and  fewer,  until 
search  would  eventually  discover  some  small  dnin 
pipe  which  had  been  left  imcovered,  and  down  which 
the  silvery  beauties  had  taken  their  departure  for  the 
salt  water. 

Fishing  nearly  every  lake  of  any  importance  in 
Scotland,  and  making  most  careful  investigation  in 
each  case,  I  have  been  abletolocahse;Sa/!mo  levenensis, 
in  their  natural  state,  in  but  three  places.  These 
are  Loch  Leven,  where  on  an  island  at  the  east 
end  there  was  a  large  monastery  dedicated  to  St. 
Serf  ;  Lismore,  a  small  island  about  eight  miles 
north  of  Oban  in  Argyllshire,  where  there  are  still 
standing  portions  of  a  cathedral  church,  and  the 
Lake  of  Menteith  in  Stirlingshire,  where  on  the 
island  we  find  the  most  perfect  remains  of  early 
ecclesiastical  architecture  in  the  kingdom.  Since 
in  each  of  these  instances  we  find  the  monk  present 
with  the  trout,  we  cannot  divorce  the  one  from  the 
other,  but  must  grant  to  the  monastic 
order  the  credit  of  having,  in  some  way 
or  other,  created  this  unequalled  species  of 
the  trout  family. 

The  tendency  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout 
to  move  seaward  must  be  due  to  some 
inbred  instinct  which,  in  the  salmon 
family,  will  appear  when  the  opportunity 
permits,  even  if  the  faculty  has  been 
dormant  for  many  generations.  This,  I 
think,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
features  in  the  fish  nature,  and  I  will 
quote  two  very  convincing  instances  of 
the  power  of  this  innate  longing.  These 
facts  came  to  my  knowledge  through  the 
late  Sir  James  Gibson  Maitland,  Bart.,  of 
Howietoim,  Sanchie,  Scotland,  probably 
the  most  learned — and  at  the  same  time 
practical — fish-breeding  expert  of  the  age. 
He  told  me  that  he  knew  of  a  series  of  small 
lakes  in  S.  Harris  (an  island  about  one 
hundred  miles  north-west  of  the  mainland 
of  Scotland)  where  sixty  years  ago  the 
sea-trout  journeying  up  the  river  in 
July  and  August  were  of  especially  fine 
shape  —  much  thicker  and  shorter  for 
their  weight  than  the  ordinary  trout 
of  that  kind.  A  mill  was  built  just  where 
the  river  connecting  the  lake  with  the  sea  dis- 
charged its  waters  into  the  bay,  thus  cutting  off 
the  passage  for  the  fish  in  their  annual  upward 
run.  A  few  years  since  this  mill  was  pulled  down 
and  the  river  allowed  to  follow  its  old  course.  The 
following  July,  after  a  heavy  rain  had  brought  down 
the  water,  sea-trout  were  seen  in  the  river,  and  some, 
being  caught,  were  found  by  the  anglers  to  have 
the  same  characteristics  that  distinguished  the 
trout  caught  by  their  forbears  sixty  years  earlier. 
The  descendants  of  the  original  trout  had  come, 
year  after  year,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  always  to 
find  it  closed,  but  the  old  instinct  still  remained 
with  them,  and  at  the  first  opportunity  presenting 
itself  they  returned  to  the  haimts  of  their 
progenitors. 

A  second  and  stiU  more  striking  demonstration  of 
this  wonderful  inbred  power  was  given  to  me  as 
coming  under  the  direct  observation  of  Sir  James. 
In  the  late  autumn  of  1890  (I  think  I  am  correct  with 
the  year),  he  sent  to  Harris  for  salmon  ova.  These 
were  taken  from  the  salmon  there  and  brought  down 
to  the  hatcheries  at  Howietoun.  As  two-year-olds, 
a  certain  number  of  the  young  salmon  were  marked 
and  put  into  a  stream  running  into  the  estuary 
of  the  Firth,  on  the  east  side  of  Scotland.  Seven 
per  cent,  of  these  marked  fish  were  caught,  either 
in  the  Harris  river  or  in  the  lake  from  which  it 
flows,  during  the  following  July  and  August.  They 
had  gone  right  around  the  north  of  Scotland  (or 
south  of  England),  passing  hundreds  of  rivers  and 
streams,  on  their  long  swim  in  search  of  the  water 
of  this  insignificant  burn,  far  away  in  the  Western 
Hebrides. 

Returning  to  the  headline  of  this  article,  to  anyone 
wishful  to  become  a  champion  angler,  I  say  fish 
always  and  everywhere  ;  don't  mind  whether  you 
catch  perch,  pike,  trout,  or  tarpon,  take  all  the 
experience  you  can  get.  You  will  find  that  yom: 
eye  will  become  quicker  and  your  sense  of^touch 


intensified,  and  it  is  on  those  two  faculties,  coupled 
with  the  varied  experience  that  comes  naturally  to 
everybody  with  a  fishing  mania,  that  success  will 
ultimately  rest.  The  sharpness  of  vision  must 
always  be  qualified  by  exhaustive  appreciation  of 
the  condition  of  the  atmosphere,  whether  moist  or 
dry  ;  the  light,  whether  bright  or  dull,  and,  above 
all,  the  presence  or  absence  of  the  wind.  On  calm  ' 
days  with  moist  atmosphere  the  rise  will  be  very 
slow,  but  on  calm  days  with  bright  sunshine  it  will 
be  extremely  quick.  Loch  Leven  trout  will,  as  a 
rule,  move  like  a  lightning  flash,  and,  on  ordinary 
days,  one  will  lose  a  big  proportion  of  rises  if  the 
trout  are  not  struck  on  the  flash — before  they  have 
had  time  to  appreciate  the  non-edible  composition 
of  the  fly.  On  other  days  they  are  just  as  slow, 
and  I  have,  from  frequent  experience,  found  that 
the  sharp  turn  of  the  wrist,  so  essential  when  the 
trout  are  rising  quickly,  is  not  required,  or  indeed 
expedient  when  they  are  sluggish  ;  the  taste  of  the 
steel  hook,  such  a  rapid  factor  in  the  quick  rising 
fish,  is  absolutely  non-existent  in  the  slow  rise,  and 
they  will  readily  hook  themselves  if  the  line  is 
simply  tightened. 

The  subject  of  choice  of  rod  is  an  acute  one. 
Many  splendid  anglers  recommend  and  use  exclu- 
sively the  short  spht-bamboo  from  9ft.  to  12ft.  long. 
My  experience  of  many  years  has  taught  me  that, 
while  this  rod  is  excellent  under  many  circumstances, 
yet  in  fishing  a  lake  on  a  day  with  a  moist  atmos- 
phere and  a  dead  calm,  it  fails  badly.  With  such 
conditions  you  will  probably  see  many  trout  rise 
slowly  to  the  surface,  suck  in  a  fly,  then  make  a 
sharp  turn  and  go  slowly  down  again.  Now,  if  you 
can  cover  that  spot  before  the  ripple,  made  by  the 
sharp  turn,  has  disappeared,  the  trout  will  certainly 
rise  again  to  your  fly  and  will  take  it.  With  a 
10ft.  rod  your  range  is  very  much  confined,  whereas 
with  a  "  14-footer  "  you  will,  at  the  least,  double 
your  possible  chances.  This  fishing  requires  very 
neat  work.  Your  fly  must  drop  quietly  in  the 
centre  of  the  little  swirl,  and  there  must  be  no  slack, 
so  that  as  the  trout  turns  to  go  down  a  slight 
tightening  of  the  line  is  all  that  is  necessary.  I 
have  often  found  first  place  in  the  prize  list  through 
success  in  dead  calm  fishing.  Of  course,  on  a  day 
like  this,  you  would  use  the  finest  drawn  gut 
(No.  4x  drawn)  and  gnat-size  flies.  So,  while  the 
10ft.  or  lift,  split-bamboo  rod  is  good,  I  should 
recommend  a  13ft.  or  14ft.  greenheart  for  general 
use.  Have  it  built  to  give  spring  right  down  to  the 
hand,  just  like  the  two-piece  Castleconnell  (the 
famed  Irish  rod)  ;  you  will  cast  a  long  line  with  it, 
and  also  will  secure  a  large  number  of  lightly-hooked 
trout  that  would  certainly  break  away  from  a  stiff- 
built  rod.  Carry  the  two  rods  with  you,  using' the 
short  one  for  good  days  with  a  fair  breeze,  and 
reserving  the  other  for  difficult  fishing. 

If  you  are  able  to  tie  your  own  flies,  never  leave 
the  materials  at  home.  How  often  have  I  seen  a 
sudden  rise  of  natural  flies,  all  of  one  kind.  At  such 
times  fishing- books  are  rapidly  searched  for  the 
identical  imitation,  but  too  often  it  is  not  there. 
You  find  something  very  like  it  and  quickly  tie  it 
on.  As  the  cast  touches  the  water  one,  two,  or 
perhaps  half  a  dozen  trout  jump  vigorously  at  it, 
you  strike — but  you  haven't  got  him !  This  may 
be  repeated  as  often  as  you  like,  and  all  you  will 
secure  is  a  possible  fish  hooked  by  the  tail — ^not  one 
will  take  your  fly  in  his  mouth.  This  is  where  the 
dresser  scores  heavily  ;  he  can  fix  the  fly  in  about 
three  minutes,  and,  while  the  rise  is  on,  will  catch 
trout  freely. 

I  once  fished  in  a  boat  with  a  noted  fly-dresser 
from  Blairgowrie,  Scotland.  I  led  him  by  three 
trout  at  two  o'clock,  when  suddenly  a  big  lot  of 
natural  flies  came  to  the  surface.  I  had  something 
almost  identical  with  the  flies  on  the  water,  but  just 

a  little  short  in  tte  length  of  the  tail.    Mr.  C  

had  finished  his  fly  under  the  four  minutes  (his  son 
can  do  them  in  three),  and  had  12Jlb.  of  trout  in  a 
httle  over  half  an  hour  !  I  had  a  small  specimen 
hooked  by  the  tail. 

These  are  exceptional  cases  that  must  always  be 
looked  for  and  provided  against,  but  the  average 
good  day  is,  after  all,  the  best  criterion  of  the 
would-be  champion  angler.  A  cloudy  sky,  moist 
atmosphere  and  a  steady  breeze  will  provide  oppor- 
tunities for  skill  not  possible  under  other  conditions. 
Then  you  can  freely  use  a  No.  2x  fine  cast,  and  a 
short  rod  for  the  trout  will  not  be  deterred  by  the 
slight  increase  in  the  thickness  of  the  gut,  nor  will 
you  require  to  throw  a  long  line  ;  indeed,  the  trout 
will  frequently  favour  the  little  eddy  just  where  the 
bow  or  stern  of  the  boat  cuts  off  the  wind.  The 
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BURBERRY- PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  J  or 
me  had  cm  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  '^dry  as  a 
lone.''" — J.  W.,  Sonthsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

8.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


INVALUABLE  TO  THE  ANGLER, 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


«o/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLANTS, 
Because-  RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the  "^s,^^ 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
imhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitalile  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTSEB  MEDALS  AWABDBD. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  Btiong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  sopeEloi  to  8f  Ut  Oaiu. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  19  oia. ;  very  f  owerfal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Troot. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  osed  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abioil. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  snlti 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle, 


Malloch's  New  KingHsher  Line. 

A9  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  tar  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  o£I.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get, 

The  lollowlag  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testlmoataia. 

Colonel  a.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  mairelloai.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 

saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  Is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  bandied.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  oasts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Uns  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 
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best  fisher  will  be  proved  by  the  way  in  which, 
while  not  wasting  time,  he  avoids  risk  of  breaking  off 
his  fish  by  being  too  rough  with  the  play.  A  first- 
class  man  will  probably  kill  about  60  per  cent,  of 
his  rises,  while  the  second-rater  will  do  well  if  he 
manages  to  bag  40  per  cent.  It  is  especially  in 
connection  with  the  playing  of  the  fish  that  the 
sense  of  touch  (mentioned  earlier)  comes  into  play. 

There  are  but  few  days  when  the  trout  do  not 
show  partiahty  for  some  special  dressing,  and  the 
fisher  must  carefully  watch  for  any  signs  in  this 
direction  and  act  promptly.  He  must  not  know 
what  it  is  to  be  wearied,  and  should  never  forget 
that  while  his  flies  are  on  the  water  he  always  has 
a  chance  of  a  fish. 

Loch  Leven  on  a  good  day  tells  a  great  tale  ! 
Baskets  of  301b.,  401b.,  and  501b.  are  taken  every 
season.  The  trout,  when  on  the  rise,  will  take 
almost  any  fly  you  may  offer,  and  an  hour  of  this 
sport  is  an  experience  that  will  never  be  forgotten. 
It  is  only  during  a  "  tid  "  that  one  really  experi- 
ences what  a  wonderful  fis-hing  lake  Loch  Leven  is, 
and  what  possibilities  are  there.  You  see  silvery 
pounders  and  2-pounders  rolling  around  you,  all 
busy  sucking  in  flies.  Here  and  there  the  silvery 
tint  gives  way  to  a  "  yellow  fellow,"  probably 
weighing  31b.  or  41b.  You  cast  over  him  ;  with  a 
rush  he  takes  your  fly  ;  "  ping  "  goes  the  reel  as  you 
drive  home  the  barb  ;  down  he  goes,  and  frequently 
it  happens  that  the  mated  fish  will  go  for  one  of 
the  other  flies,  and  you  are  playing  a  couple  of  big 
fish  at  once,  with  quite  an  even  chance  of  losing 
both.  You  can  depend  on  the  very  highest  form 
of  fishing  sport  until  some  atmospheric  change  puts 
them  all  down  to  the  bottom  and  the  fun  is  over. 

The  National  Club  is  a  combination  of  the  impor- 
tant fishing  associations  of  Great  Britain,  and  while 
it  wields  great  influence  in  all  fishing  matters,  it 
exists  primarily  for  the'pui-pose  of  discovering  and 
rewarding  the  best  fishers  of  the  year.  Each  of  the 
clubs  nominates  its  own  champion  to  fish  the 
"  National,"  and  truly  the  competition  is  a  crucial 
test  of  fly-fishing  powers. 

Such  a  combination  of  clubs  is  quite  possible  in 
the  United  States,  and  would,  I  am  sure,  prove  a 
success  by  stimulating  the  American  sportsman  to 
attain  the  highest  possible  abihty  in  practical  fly- 
fishing. It  would  also  be  of  material  benefit  in 
advising  the  different  fishery  boards  in  the  coimtry 
on  matters  of  stocking,  etc.  Another  and  a  most 
dehghtful  possibility  would  be  the  arranging  of 
friendly  matches  between  American  and  British 
teams.  I  think  it  would  not  require  much  per- 
suasion to  induce  British  anglers  to  come  over  and 
test  their  powers  against  American  fishers,  while  I 
am  sure  that  the  lovo  of  sport  would  cause  the 
American  angler  to  eagerly  pay  a  return  visit  to 
Loch  Leven.  Cowichan  Lake,  the  Nepigon  and 
other  rivers  would  provide  plenty  of  fishing  ground 
for  competitions. — American  Field. 


CROWS  CATCHING  FISH. 


Crows  have  nested  and  reared  their  young  in 
Victoria-park  lately,  and  I  have  heard  the  park- 
keepers  say  they  have  seen  these  birds  "  catching 
fish  "  out  of  the  lakes  there.  That  they  are  great 
destroyers  of  all  sorts  of  young  game  I  am  well 
aware,  but  "  catching  fish  "  is  quite  new  to  me. 
>  With  some  friends  a  few  days  ago  I  witnessed 
what  I  considered  a  very  unusual  occurrence — a 
crow  chasing  an  old  starling.  They  twisted  about 
in  all  directions,  up  and  down,  right,  then  left, 
then  straight  away,  when  the  crow  would  gain  on 
the  starling  and  get  within  a  foot  or  so  of  it,  and 
make  a  drive  at  it.  The  starlmg  would  double 
again,  and  throw  the  crow  off.  This  kept  on  for 
some  time,  the  crow  only  to  be  thrown  off'  at  every 
vicious  drive.  We  watched  them  intently,  and 
all  sympathised  with  the  starling,  and  hoped  he 
would  get  away.  They  were  nearing  the  railway, 
the  starling  saw  its  chance,  and  dashed  through  the 
telegraph  wires,  but  not  so  with  Mr.  Crow,  for  he 
struck  the  wires  with  such  force  that  it  knocked 
him  down  on  the  railway.  There  he  lay  panting 
for  a  minute  or  two,  then  struggled  up,  and  managed 
to  get  to  a  low  tree.  He  sat  there  a  minute  till  he 
recovered  a  httle,  and  then  flew  slowly  away,  a 
wiser,  if  not  a  better  crow.  R.  P. 


The  Mick  has  met  with  an  accident,  but  with  his 
usual  nonchalance  and  good  nature  he  says  :  "  Well, 
niver  moind,  it  don't  matter  at  all,  for,  be  jabers, 
oim  sure  to  be  kilt  before  I  die,  anyhow  !  " 


REPORTS  FROK  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Beports  (to  ensv/re  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higrh  Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  fliKl  the  time  of  high  water  in  tlie  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min^  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „    „   Putney.  \,t,,!'<5   „    „  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „    Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     July  21    1.46    2.  6 

Sunday,  „     22    2.24    2.43 

Monday,        ,,     23    3.  o    3.17 

Tuesday,        „     24    3.36    3.66 

Wednesday,    „     25    4.16    4.35 

Thursday,       „     26    4.54    5.14 

Friday,  „     27    5.35    5.56 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  has 
been  refreshed  by  the  rain,  and  the  lower  reaches 
are  fairly  well  coloured.    There  is,  however,  very 
little  stream  except  at  the  weirs,  where  the  best 
sport  is  anticipated.    There  is  rather  too  much 
traffic  on  the  river  below  Marlow  for  great  things 
to  be  expected,  and  the  regatta  season  is  in  full 
swing.  Kingston  Regatta  took  place  on  Wednesday, 
and  it  may  be  well  to  advise  anglers  of  the  following 
river  fixtures,  and  to  warn  them  that  even  the 
practising   which   goes   on    prior   to    the  event 
considerably  upsets  the  chances  of  getting  fish. 
Laleham  Regatta  is   fixed  for  July  27  and  28. 
Windsor  and  Eton  Regatta  is  fixed  for  Aug.  4, 
and  that  at  Datchet  for  July  2L    Marlow  Regatta 
is  Aug.  4,  and  Goring  on  July  28.    At  Henley,  last 
week,  a  Pangbourne  motor-launch  owner  was  fined 
£4  123.  for  navigating  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause 
danger  to  small  craft.    Anglers  are  finding  that  the 
motor-boats  are  very  numerous,  and  some  of  the 
bulky  boats  cause  as  much  wash  as  a  larger  vessel. 
A  few  barbel  and  chub  have  been  caught,  but  sport 
has  not  generally  been  good.    The  temperature  of 
the  water  is  so  high  that  the  fish  are  practically 
living  in  warm  water.    For  roach  fishing  the  very 
finest  tackle  must  now  be  used,  and  a  porcupine 
float  carrying  about  six  shots  is  quite  sufficient  for 
most  sections  of  the  river.    A  few  barbel  have  been 
caught  at  Teddington  Weir,  one  of  V^lb.  has  been 
caught  at  Hampton  Court,  one  of  51b.  2oz.  at  Old 
Windsor,  and  two  of  over  61b.  each  have  been  taken 
at  Marlow.    A  carp  of  41b.  is  recorded  in  the  Surrey 
Comet  as  having  been  caught  off  the  Canbury 
promenade  at  Kingston,  as  well  as  bream  up  to  31b. 
A  chub  of  41b.  l^oz.has  been  landed  at  Old  Windsor, 
whilst  some  good-sized  roach  have  been  caught  at 
Chertsey — the  largest  fish  going  1  lb.  9Joz.    I  am 
making  inquiries  as  to  the  reported  increase  of 
parasites  on  Thames  fish,  but  cannot  hear  that  there 
are  any  unusual  signs.    Each  summer  a  few  fish  are 
caught  with  a  small  greenish  bug  on  them,  and  I 
have  had  one  or  two  so  affected  this  season. 
I  am,   however,   unable    to    trace    any  general 
opinion  that  more  Thames  fish  are  inflicted  with 
this  trouble  than  in  any  previous  year.  The 
conduct  of  certain  of  the  college  crews  at  Henley 
during  the  night  of  the  last  day  of  the  regatta  is 
alleged  to  have  been  so  bad  that  the  Henley 
Corporation  have  felt  compelled  to  take  proceedings. 
Several  fine  young  lime  trees  in  one  of  the  avenues 
were  wantonly  destroyed  by  certain  of  the  crews, 
and  the  Corporation  have  placed  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  police,  and  have  offered  a  reward  of 
£5  for  information  that  will  lead  to  the  conviction 
of  the  offenders.    This  decision  was  arrived  at  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council.     A  former 
mayor  of  the  borough,  remarking  that  this  sort  of 
thing  had  happened  on  several  previous  occasions, 
said  that  it  was  absurd  for  the  Town  Council  to  go 
to  the  expense  of  planting  the  trees  to  be  destroyed 
by  these  rowdies.     It  was  a  kind  of  horseplay 
which,  if  indulged  in  by  the  roughs  of  the  town, 
would  be  rewarded  with  three  months'  hard  labour ; 
but  because  it  was  done  by  gentlemen  in  flannels, 
it  was  thought  that  it  should  not  be  taken  notice 
of. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Among  those  who  have  taken 
some  good  barbel  are  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  up  to  71b.,  a 
brace  of  chub  scaling  about  91b.,  and  several  perch 
of  1  lb.  each,  one  or  two  exceptionally  large  dace  and 
a  trout  of  about  61b.  Mr.  MacKonell,  fishing  the  Mill 
stream  at  Hambledon  with  ,G.  Vaughan,  has 
taken  some  nice  perch,  dace,  and  one  decent  barbel. 
Mr.  A.  Pryke,  of  the  Henley  A.  S.,  has  taken  barbel 
up  to  41b.  2^oz.  Mr.  F.  Cox,  of  the  Working  Men's 
Club,  chub  up  to  31b.  3oz. ;  and  Mr.  R.  Escombe, 
fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  has  taken  one  or  two  nice 
lots  of  perch,  while  a  patron  of  G.  Smith,  fishing  at 


at  Shipl&,ke,  has  taken  some  fourteen  dozen  of 
gudgeon  during  a  day's  fishing.  A  few  fair  size 
chub  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  the  Zulu, 
Coachman,  Bk.  Palmer  and  Alder  proving  the 
most  attractive  flies  when  tipped  with  a  piece  of 
white  kid  or  a  few  gentles.  The  river  for  the  time 
of  the  year  is  in  very  fair  condition.  A  few  fairly 
good  bags  of  summer  roach  have  been  made  with 
fish  up^  to  12oz.,  the  fish  being  quite  clean  and  well 
conditioned  for  so  early  in  the  season. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge.— Some  excellent  sport  has  been  had  hero 
among  the  roach,  perch,  and  chub;  also  several 
good  trout.  Expect  some  good  bags  to  be  weighed 
in  on  July  19  from  the  Oxford  Angling  Society; 
forty  to  fifty  members  are  having  a  competition 
here.  Stream  good,  but  water  rather  bright. — 
A.  Stbacey. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— The  river  isstUl  in  good 
order,  and  fish  are  feeding  much  better  this  week. 
I'  ve  been  getting  some  chub  up  to  21b.  lOoz..  a  few 
nice  perch,  fair-sized  roach,  some  very  fine  dace,  a 
few  barbel  up  to  nearly  41b.,  and  a  lot  of  eels. — 
P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  Iiake. — ^Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  July  14:— On  July  9,  Mr.  Claud  Lutterell 
caught  two  trout,  weighing  21b.  12oz.  and  31b.  8oz. 
On  July  10,  Mr.  J.  N.  H.  Wills,  three,  41b.  2oz., 
31b.  4oz.,  and  21b.  12oz.  ;  Rev.  J.  A.  Beaumont, 
seven,  lib.  lOoz.,  31b.  Soz.,  21b.  l2oz.,  4lb., 
31b.  2oz.,  21b.  5oz.,  and  31b.  On  July  1 1,  Mr.  J.  N.  H. 
Wills,  two,  21b.  l4oz.  and  1  lb.  9oz. ;  Capt.  Newton, 
three,  61b.,  31b.  Soz.,  and  21b.  Soz.  On  July  12, 
Major  Langford,  two,  31b.  4oz.  and  21b.  lOoz.  On 
July  13,  Major  Byne,  one.  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  N.  H. 
Wills,  two,  41b.  4oz.  and  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  E.  P.  Evaens, 
one,  41b.  Soz. ;  Major  Langford,  two,  41b.  and 
21b.  Soz.  ;  Major  Byne,  five,  41b.,  41b.  2oz.,  31b.  8oz., 
21b.  6oz.,  and  21b.  Soz.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Hugh 
Fraser,  one,  31b.  12oz. ;  Major  Byne,  one,  31b.  ; 
Major  Langford,  two,  21b.  13oz.  and  21b.  4oz. 
Weather  has  been  rather  cooler,  and  more  favour- 
able for  fishing.  Wind  rather  changeable  and  very 
squally.    Fish  rising  rather  short.— Donald  Cabr. 

Bottisham  Looka  (Waterhoaoh). — During  the 
week,  on^this  free  stretch  of  the  Cam,  the  delightful 
weather  has  brought  a  large  quantity  of  anglers 
out  in  pm-suit  especially  after  the  bream.  A  great 
improvement  has  been  noticed  in  regard  to  the 
general  condition  of  all  class  of  fish.  Various  takes 
of  silver  bream  from  51b.  to  101b.  at  mid-day,  the  size 
varying  from  fib.  to  21b.  each  ;  several  had  IJlb. ; 
they  are  moving  well  now.  The  brown  bream  is 
evening  fishing.  Roach  are  coming  on  well,  largest 
fish  IJlb. ;  bags  vary  as  to  the  weather.  Perch  are 
giving  grand  sport,  largest  fish  1  lb.  Soz.  Baits — 
Brandling  worm  and  creed  white  wheat. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Glorious  summer 
weather  continues,  although  rain  ia  badly  needed 
to  raise  the  water,  which,  in  the  higher  reaches, 
is  more  or  less  a  series  of  pools.  The  stream  is 
very  fine,  and  fishing  in  the  daytime  is  prac- 
tically useless,  whilst  at  night  the  fish  seem  very 
shy,  and  baskets  taken  very  small.  Messrs, 
H.  and  A.  Searle,  of  Staverton,  have  had  a  dozen 
apiece ;  Mr.  H.  Full  landed  a  nice  peal,  and  Messrs. 
E.  Distin  and  M.  Revell  have  each  had  a  few  trout. 
A  lot  of  porpoises  are  reported  to  be  in  the  lower 
reaches,  and  this  has  prevented  salmon  and  peal 
from  running.  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  R.  P.  Mar- 
shall, and  W.  F.  Tollit  have  had  good  sport  with 
bass  in  the  lower  reaches. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Most  of  the  rivers  are 
sadly  in  need  of  rain,  and  an  expected  "  spate  "  on 
I5th  July  did  not  come  off,  the  little  rain  that  fell 
having  no  material  effect.  The  Covey  is  very  low, 
and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  are  a 
good  many  trout  on  the  rise,  baskets  have  been 
small.  Two  or  three  rods  have  had  dishes  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  fish  each.  Blagdon  Lake 
has  produced  fair  sport,  and  several  very  fine 
trout  have  been  taken.  The  fish,  however,  have 
been  disturbed  by  an  otter.  Little  has  been 
done  on  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  which  are  suffering 
from  the  lowness  of  the  water,  and  this  may  also  be 
said  with  reference  to  the  Okement  and  Lew. — 
Devonian. 

lisk  (Whitby). — Since  last  report  angling  con- 
ditions on  this  river  remain  unaltered  throughout 
the  district.  The  river  runs  low  and  clear  and 
sport  is  at  a  standstill.  Sea  anglers  continue  to 
obtain  capital  results  in  the  offing  where  whiting 
and  gurnet  appear  to  be  unuBually  plentiful. 
During  the  week  several  parties  have  had  excellent 
baskets.  Mr.  F.  Forth  and  party  landed  eleven 
score  of  fine  whiting,  whilst  on  July  18  Mr.  Barber 
landed  four  score  of  whiting  and  gurnet. — J. 
Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter): — The  low  state  of  the 
river  and  bright,  hot  weather  have  almost  stopped 
fishing,  and  only  on  late  evenings  are  the  trout 
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successfully  angled  for  with  flies  and  worm 
fishing.  In  the  Exeter  Express  and  Echo  for  last 
Saturday,  "  Cit,"  their  regular  and  popular  con- 
tributor, gives  a  whole  column  in  the  angler's 
interests  generally  in  dealing  with  suggested  improve- 
ments both  as  regards  the  river  and  the  canal  fishing. 
Some  bass  are  being  caught  by  boat  fishermen  at 
Exmouth  and  Teignmouth,  but  the  general  fi4hing 
is  the  worst  experienced  for  many  seasons.  A  Mr. 
Moore  secured  some  very  fine  pollack  and  a  few 
bass  off  Dawlish  last  week,  using  sand  eels  and  rag- 
worms  for  bait. — Red  Palmek. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  hot,  dry  weather 
and  the  clear  condition  of  the  river  have  been 
again'^t  successful  sport  on  the  Lea,  and  heavy  rains 
would  be  welcome  now.  Here  and  there  some  nice 
roach  have  been  taken  in  the  Ware  and  Hertford 
waters,  which  have  al.-30  yielded  dace,  and  tench 
have  been  secured  in  the  canal  cutting  at  St. 
Margaret's.  From  the  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib  there 
is  little  news  to  record,  but  in  the  Beane  good  dace 
have  been  met  with.  Like  the  parent  river,  these 
streams  want  flushing. — Izaak  Walton. 

JtVigg  and  Arrow  (.K>eominster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order,  but  are  rather  low.  There 
has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out,  and  they 
have  used  fly  with  success. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterboron^h). — Satisfactory  improve- 
ment in  angling  matters  during  the  past  week. 
And  now  we  only  require  some  nice  showers  of  rain 
to  enable  us  to  obtain  good  sport.  For  the  past 
few  days  roach  have  come  on  the  feed,  and 
some  good  bags  have  been  taken,  many  of 
the  roach  being  more  than  1  lb.  in  weight. 
Few  bream  have  been  caught  at  present,  and  we 
shall  have  to  wait  for  sport  in  this  direction  until 
the  weeds  drop  away  a  bit.  Two  nice  tench  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Shaw  near  the  Town  Bridge  at  the 
close  of  last  week,  the  heavier  being  21b.  4oz,  A 
fine  chub,  weighing  31b.  7oz.,  was  captured  by  Mr. 
W.  Dawson,  Peterborough,]^at  Orton  Staunch,  on 
Monday. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigli  Salterton). — Fishing  for  past 
week  has  been  very  slack  ;  except  during  the  half- 
hour  between  dusk  and  nightfall  there  has  been 
nothing  done  worth  mentioning.  The  river  is  low, 
weedy,  and  slimy,  and  greatly  in  need  of  a  freshet. 
No  peal  have  been  noticed  in  the  public  water  here, 
and  no  report  of  any  having  been  taken  with  rod 
has  been  received.  A  large  brown  trout  between 
two  and  three  feet  in  length  is  said  to  have  been 
seen  by  several  people  in  the  water  below  Otterton 
Bridge — the  Bicton  House  water.  Its  weight  is  put 
down  at  from  61b.  to  81b. — an  extraordinary  fish 
for  this  river. — Hebon. 

Flymonth. — There  has  not  been  much  doing  on 
the  rivers  ;  water  very  low.  The  dodge  now  is  to 
spot  your  fish  before  dark  and  place  your  rod  in 
position,  then  at  dark  rake  the  pool  with  a  big 
minnow  furnished  with  about  a  dozen  hooks.  ]f 
luck  is  on  your  side  something  is  bound  to  happen. 
I  think  there  are  not  enough  restrictions  for  minnow 
fishing.  They  should  be  only  allowed  in  a  flood ; 
it  is  not  fair  to  the  fly  fisherman  — W.  Heaedeb. 

Snssez  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — A 
few  nice  showers  during  the  week  have  been  wel- 
come, but  more  rain  is  wanted  to  benefit  rivers 
and  root  crops.  Sport  has  been  good.  Mr.  J.  King 
on  July  15  secured  10-^lb.  of  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Adur,  Mr.  G.  Hall,  101b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Streeter, 
2ilb.  Mr.  F.  Chessal  took  a  trout  of  fib. 
from  the  Ouse  near  Sheffield  Park,  and  Mr. 
A.  Snelgrove  a  few  roach  from  Isfield.  Sport 
has  been  poor  at  Barcombe  Mills,  and  Jthere  is 
nothing  worth  recording  from  the  Cuckmere.  The 
fishing  at  Chichester  Uanal  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved by  the  weed  clearance,  and  sport  during  the 
week  has  been  above  the  average.  Bream  of  over 
31b.  have  been  captured,  and  nice  roach  of  over 
1  lb.  A  fine  perch  has  been  feeding  in  the  canal 
basin,  and  Mr.  Limberlake,  at  the  week  end, 
captured  a  pike  of  5Jlb.  and  a  brace  of  smaller  ones. 
Several  small  pike  have  been  taken  and  ought  to 
have  been  returned  to  the  water.  A  nice  perch  of 
21b.  14oz.  was  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Bailey,  of  Fisbourne, 
in  the  Hunston  reach — this  is  now  a  grand  stretch 
of  water,  no  weed  and  full  of  fish.  Small  bass  are 
very  numerous  in  Chichester  Harbour,  and  may  be 
taken  by  dozens  in  from  four  to  six  feet  of  water. 
Flatfish  have  given  sport. — Geoege  F.  Sai-teb. 
.  Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  very  low;  night 
fishing  still  practised.  Mr.  Pearce  and  friend  the 
other  night  killed  a  nice  number  of  trout  with  his 
favourite  fly,  showing  by  his  persistency  trout 
some  days  will  come  if  followed  up.  The  fly  he  has 
called  the  Butcher  (unlike  the  one  so  destructive  to 
salmon). — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  Trout  are  rising  well  in  the  evening  at  the 
fly,  and  a  good  number  of  rods  have  been  out. 
Bottom  fishing  with  worm  has  accounted  for  some 
nice  trout ;  wasp  grub  fishing  is  now  coming  in  and 
trout  are  beginning  to  take  it  well. — S.  Ludlow. 
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Torcross  Ley. — Mr.  R.  Salsbury,  J.P.,  of  Guild- 
ford, and  his  son,  Mr.  E.  W.  Salsbury,  of  Wood 
Barton,  Totnes,  in  four  days  last  week,  caught 
1530  perch  and  rudd,  and  eleven  pike. — W.  Vickeey. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhtoonring 
Rivers. — Our  northern  waters  remain  low  and 
fine;  a  good  spate  would  put  angling  in  a  better 
condition.  Coarse  fishers  in  the  north  here  are 
undoubtedly  on  the  increase.  On  the  Barrasford 
Hotel  water.  North  Tyne,  some  good  creels  of  roach 
and  dace  are  reported,  principally  with  maggot. 
The  George  Hotel  water  at  ChoUerford  is  a  nice 
glide  for  dace  fishing,  several  anglers  from  Newcastle 
falling  in  with  fair  takes  of  trout,  roach,  and  dace, 
mixed  in  with  a  few  eels.  The  Tyne  at  Cor  bridge 
is  good  for  roach  fishing.  Mr.  Davison  killed  on 
fly  thirty  roach  and  dace.  Black  Midge  with 
silver  body  and  Wickham's  Fancy  are  excep- 
tionally good  on  these  waters.  A  few  nood 
trout  are  reported  from  the  Tyne  at  Ovingham 
fishing  two  large  flies.  Mallard  and  Claret,  with 
rough  body,  ribbed  tinsel,  proving  a  good  killer. 
The  Whittle  Dene  Lakes  have  yielded  better  sport 
during  the  past  week,  several  good  creels  of  trout 
are  reported.  Mr.  Geo.  Kent,  Newcastle,  on  July  1 1, 
had  a  hea,vy  creel  of  trout,  three  scaling  81b.  loz  , 
baiting  with  large  lobworm.  The  Coquet  ;is  very 
low  and  clear,  and  sport  bad,  a  few  trout  being 
killed,  fishine  drop  [minnow  in  pools,  keeping  well 
sheltered. — Heney  A.  Muetoist. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  extremely  low,  the 
weather  very  bright,  and  no  salmon  angling  is 
being  done.  The  water  was  netted  three  days  last 
week,  and  about  forty  salmon  taken,  and  was  also 
netted  this  week.  Mr.  J.  W.  Jones,  of  Newport, 
took  a  nice  basket  of  trout  and  dace  on  Thursday 
in  last  week. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — The  bream  taken  lately 
have  been  improving  in  size,  and  doubtless  many 
larger  fish  will  soon  come  to  hand.  A  carp  was 
taken  on  July  12  — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  undergone  a  change.  The  heavy 
rain  that  fell  on  Monday  (July  16)  in  the 
northern  part  of  Derbyshire,  raised  these  rivers 
several  feet,  and  the  Derwent  was  very  thick 
and  dirty  on  Tuesday,  and  the  bottom  fisher- 
men will  benefit  by  it.  Previous  to  this  fiush 
these  rivers  were  low  and  not  many  fish  have 
been  caught,  two  or  three  brace  being  about 
the  average.  On  Thursday,  July  12,  a  gentle- 
man fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  took  two 
brace  with  Greenwell's  Glory  in  the  evening,  several 
others  obtaining  similar  creels  from  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water.  The  water 
is  fining  down  and  will  be  in  order  for  the  fly  by 
July  21,  and  the  prospect  should  be  very  good. 
Useful  flies.  Ginger  Quill,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 
Golden  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Woolly 
Bear  or  Caterpillar,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange 
Bumble  for  evening. — Dotteeel. 

Tfore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorksj, — The  weather  during  the  past  few 
days  has  been  wild  and  unsettled,  and  some  rain 
has  fallen  in  the  dales  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  freshen  the  rivers  to  any  extent,  and  an  inch  or 
two  of  fresh  water  in  our  quick  running  streams 
soon  goes  ;  however,  on  17th  July,  1  ft.  or  so  fresh 
water  ran  into  the  Yore  and  Swale,  which  will 
improve  sport  considerably.  Sport  continues  very 
moderate  and  there  has  been  very  few  trout  fishermen 
out.  The  temperature  is  thus  far  much  below  the 
normal  for  July,  and  the  nights  have  been  too  cold  for 
Bustard  fishing.  J.  E.  Miller,  J.  Blades  and  the  local 
experts  have  done  next  to  nothing  with  it  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore.  On  July  17  Mr.  T.  Cart- 
wright  caught  a  nice  pike  weighing  81b.  in  the  length 
at  Middleham,  which  was  in  a  nice  condition.  In 
the  lower  reaches  some  nice  sport  has  been  met 
with  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon  districts. 
On  July  17,  Me?srs.  Foxcroft  and  Squires  had 
a  rare  day's  rudd  fishing  in  some  private  ponds, 
securing  about  three  stone  of  fish,  several  of  them  1 


weighing  fib.  and  over  1  lb.  each.    The  Wharfe  has 
been  ,in  fair  trim  during  the  last  few  days,  and 
some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  upper 
reaches.    On  Tuesday  (July  17)  a  slight  fresh  camo 
down,  and  all  the  local  anglers  were  out,  the  best 
basket  falling  to  Mr.  W.  Brumfitfc  with  the  fly.  In 
the  lower  reaches  some  nice  baskets  of  trout  and 
grayling  have  been  caught  at  Woodhall  and  Colling- 
ham.  At  Tadcaster  and  Ullorskelf  some  nice  catches 
of  dace  and  roach  have  baen  made  with  King's 
natural  bait  and  maggots,  al  o.waop  grub,  which  has 
just  begun  to  show  up.    The  Derwent  has  been 
fishing  fairly  well  in  the  upper  reaches  in  the 
districts  of  Yeddingham   and   Schoolhouse  Hill. 
Last  week  end  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley  had  good 
sport  amongst  the  grayling  and  dace,  heaviest 
grayling  weighing    1  lb.   GJoz.,  and  several  dace 
weighing  9oz.     Several  competitions  took  place 
last  week-end.   Fountain  Head  Angling  Club,  Leeds, 
fished  at  Tadcaster ;  fourteen  members  fi-hed,  and 
all  caught  fish.     Mr.  Freeman  took  first  with 
1  lb.  9^oz.  ;  Mr.  Longbottom,  second  withl  lb.  9oz.  ; 
Mr.  Green,  third  with  1  lb.  S^oz.    The  West  Leeds 
anglers  visited  the  Whitham  at  Kirkstead  to  fish 
for  the  Samuel  Trophy.    Close  upon  300  took  part, 
and  some  good  sport  was  mot  with,  the  result 
being — 1st,   A.  Webster,  61b.    6oz.  ;   2nd,  R.  R. 
Twigg,  41b.  80Z.  ;  3rd,  J.  Tann,  21b.  Uoz.  The 
trophy  was  won    by  the  Hoi  beck  Waltonians. 
Prospects  are  better,  and  the  following  flies  will  be 
useful — Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge, 
and  Black  Midge. — John  E.  Milleb. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland  .—On  July  0, 
Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-four 
trout,  I3|lb. ;  Captain  Robertson  Reid,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  thirty,  101b.  '  On  July  10,  Captain  Robert- 
son Reid,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  sixteen,  81b.  ;  Mes-rs. 
Wilson,  on  Loch  Cama,  fourteen,  61b  ;  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  on  Cama,  twenty,  lO^lb.  ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  on 
Cama,  twenty,  101b.  On  July  1 1,  Captain  Robertson 
Reid,  on  Cama,  twelve,  91b.  On  July  12,  Mr. 
Conochar,  on  Cama,  thirty-nine,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Stan- 
field,  on  Cama,  twenty-one,  6ilb  ;  Mr.  Campbell 
Gibson,  on  Veyatie,  eighteen,  9^1b.  On  July  13, 
Messrs.  Wilson,  on  Urigiil,  sixty-two,  171b. ;  Messrs. 
McGregor  and  Blair,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-three, 
lOJIb.  ;  Mr.  Campbell  Gibson,  on  Cama,  twenty-five, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  on  Cama.  eighteen,  91b. 
On  July  14,  Messrs.  Conochar  and  Ramsbottom,  on 
Veyatie,  twenty-five,  101b.  ;  Messrs.  McGregor  and 
Blair,  on  Cama,  thirty,  151b. ;  Captain  Robertson 
Reid,  on  Mheaullan,  forty,  131b.— John  McDonald. 

Beauly. — Although  the  Beauly  was  very  low 
during  the  entire  week,  Mr.  J.  Barnett  Gow  and 
Colonel  Salkeld  had  the  following  good  sport  on  the 
Home  and  Falls  Beat: — On  July  9,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow, 
two  grilse,  51b.  and  4ilb.,  and  Colonel  Salkeld,  one 
grilse,  5  Jib.  On  July  10,  Colonel  Salkeld,  one  grilse, 
51b.,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  two,  5lb.  and  4§lb.  On 
July  11,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b., 
and  Colonel  Salkeld,  one,  51b.  On  July  12,  Colonel 
Salkeld,  four  grilse,  G^lh.,  5|lb.,  51b.,  and  51b.  On 
July  13,  Colonel  Salkeld,  two  grilse,  5^1b.  and  51b.. 
and  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  one,  5ilb.  On  July  14,  Colonel 
Salkeld,  one  salmon,  lOlb.^  and  two  grilse,  51b.  and 
4lb.  The  tidal  waters  yielded  very  poor  baskets, 
the  best  being  one  of  71b.,  heaviest  trout,  21b.  The 
net  fishings  were  more  productive,  thirty  salmon 
and  grilse  being  landed  on  July  11,  and  upwards  of 
sixty  on  July  14.  Lochs  Moillie  and  Monae.-t 
Good  angling  was  had  on  the  above  two  lochs  during 
the  week,  a  basket  of  18lb.,  in  which  were  two  trout 
scaling  over  21b.  each,  being  had  on  Monar,  and  a 
basket  of  131b.,  with  best  trout  weighing  1  lb.  6oz.,  . 
on  Moillie. — A.  R. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— After 
an  abnormally  long  spell  of  dry,  scorching  weather, 
which  reduced  our  streams  to  a  minimum,  the 
welcome  rain  has  come  at  last.  It  commenced  on 
Sunday  (St.  Swithin's  Day),  on  Monday  it  fell 
more  copiously,  and  on  Tuesday  fell  heavily 
and  continuously  all  day.  Sport  has,  of  course, 
been  almost  nil  for  some  time.  Last  week 
Mr.  Ditchfield,  Gledfield  House,  on  Mr.  Briscoe's 
rod,  landed  a  olb.  grilse  and  a  trout  of  IJlb.  on 
Gledfield  Pool.  On  July  16,  Mr.  George  Mac- 
Donald,  Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod, 
caught  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  the  Dunie  water. 
Better  sport  now  expected  after  the  rain. — B. 

Durness. — Fishing  from  Cape  Wrath  Hotel,  on 
July  10,  Mr.  Mackie,  on  Kyle,  eight  trout,  I4lb., 
heaviest,  3^-lb.  ;  Mr.  Allan,  on  Kyle,  nine  trout, 
19lb.,  heaviest,  3flb.  On  July  11,  Mr.  Bristowe,  on 
sea  pools,  four  trout,  91  b. ;  Mr.  Mackie,  on  Loch 
Cealladail,  one  trout,  9lb.,  length,  2SJin.,  girth, 
15in. — J.  K.  Mobbison.  [loo  late  for  insertion 
ast  week.] 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris).  —  Fishing  from  Rodel,  on  July  5,  Mr. 
Fergusson  had  one  salmon,  7ilb.,  and  on  July  13, 
Mr.  Alitchell  had  one  SJlb.    From  Finsbay  on  July 
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12,  Mr.  Coltart  had  3  sea-trout,  heaviest  1  lb.  15oz., 
and  for  three  days  ending  July  13,  Messrs.  Mitchell, 
Frew,  and  Coltart,  had  221  brown  trout,  including 
7  from  Loch-na-Brei  te,  which  weighed  8lb. 
12oz.,  heaviest  1  lb.  13oz. — G.  D.  Stielinq. 

Inohnadamph  Hotel  (Sntherland). — On  July  10, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Head  Assynt,  two  grilse,  41b.  and 
4i-lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Letteresea,  sixteen 
trout,  91b.  (heaviest,  21b.);  Mr.  Primrose,  on  Skaig, 
fifteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Carr,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  KiUick,  on  West  Assynt,  four,  21b.  On 
July  II,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty- 
four,  101b. ;  Colonel  Macpherson,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
sixteen,  81b. ;  Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Skaig,  sixteen,  61b. 
On  July  12,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
twenty-four,  91b. ;  Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Castle  Bay, 
eleven  trout,  91b.,  and  one  sea- trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Carr, 
on  West  Assynt,  twelve  trout,  91b.  (heaviest,  2Jlb.) ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Killick,  on  Loch  Awe,  eleven,  5lb. 
On  July  13,  Mr.  Carr,  on  Loch  Awe,  ten,  6lb. ;  Mr. 
Killick,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  61b. ;  Dr.  Hutehmson, 
on  West  Assynt,  six,  31b.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Carr, 
on  West  Assynt,  thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on 
Grugach,  three,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Loch  Awe, 
eleven,  61b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble,  on  Letteressa, 
tliirteen,  61b. — W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Fairly  good  sport  in  sea-trout  angling  has  been 
obtained  by  parties  from  Bonarbridge,  and  from 
Station  Hotel,  Invershin.  The  net  fishers  are  now 
doing  well.  The  past  week  has  been  by  far  the 
most  productive  of  the  season.  The  improvement 
was  particularly  noticeable  on  the  Balnagown 
fishings  on  the  Kyle. — B. 

Lochiuver  (Cvlag'  Hotel). — On  July  9,  Mr. 
Lumgair,  one  ferox,  4lb.,  and  twenty-two  trout, 
11  lb. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  one  salmon,  7Jlb.,  one  grilse,  3^1b., 
and  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Partridge  and 
Clive,  ten  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs.  Waters,  nineteen,  71b. 
On  July  10,  Mr.  Christie,  one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Dr.  Petrie, 
eighteen  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  one  salmon,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Waters,  two  trout,  l^lb. ;  Messrs.  Partridge 
and  Clive,  one  ferox,  2^1b.,  and  thirty-six  trout, 
141b.  On  July  11,  Mr.  Lumgair,  eight  trout,  5jlb. ; 
Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster,  seventeen,  7Jlb. ;  Dr. 
Waters,  one  salmon,  81b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  21b. ; 
Messrs.  Partridge  and  Clive,  thirteen  trout,  5^1b. 
On  July  12,  Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster,  two  grilse, 
S^lb.  and  3Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Waters,  thirteen  trout, 
5Jlb. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  five,  Iflb. ;  Messrs.  Partridge  and 
Clive,  twenty-one,  91b.  On  July  13,  Mr.  Lumgair, 
twenty-six,  SJlb. ;  Messrs.  Partridge  and  Clive, 
fifteen,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Murray  and  Webster,  nineteen, 
8Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Waters,  eight,  3Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Christie 
andCullen,  twenty,  121b. ;  Dr.  Petrie,  two  sea-trout, 
51b.,  one  trout,  2  Jib.  On  July  14,  Messrs.  Anderson 
and  Cadogan,  twenty-nine  trout,  91b.  ;  Messrs. 
Partridge  and  Clive,  nineteen,  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  Lumgair, 
twelve,  51b. ;  Dr.  Waters,  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Caw,  seven  trout,  3;^lb.  Bad 
fishing  weather. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Iiooh  Iieven  (Kinross). — Anglers  tempted  by 
the  unusually  good  sport  here  continue  to  go  out  in 
larger  numbers  than  I  ever  remember  in  July. 
The  fishing  for  this  month  in  the  twelve  angling 
days  ending  Saturday  last  yielded  1517  trout 
(15191b.  12oz.)  to  the  rod,  more  than  all  the  catch 
in  J uly  last  year.  Blustering  winds  have  told  some- 
what against  sport  during  the  past  week,  but 
taking  into  account  the  adverse  conditions 
results  continue  very  satisfactory.  Monday  was 
observed  as  a  holiday  by  the  boatmen,  being  the 
Fair  at  Kinross,  and  no  boat  was  out.  The  follow- 
ing were  among  the  catches  since  last  week's  report : 
Mr.  Gourlay,  Edinburgh,  twenty  trout,  181b.  4oz.  ; 
Mr.  Beveridge,  Pitreavie,  Dunfermline,  thirteen 
trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  P.  Sutherland,  Edinburgh,  ten 
trout,  111b.;  Mr.  McCreath  and  Mr.  Wright,  Glas- 
gow, eleven  trout,  101b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Shea,  Foots 
Cray,  Kent,  six  trout,  61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Wright, 
Tillgrie,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Sutherland,  L'sith,  thirteen 
trout,  141b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  Kirke, 
Burntisland,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Carr 
Lees  and  Mr.  Manson,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout, 
1 1  lb.  8oz.  ;  Captain  Pollock,  London,  ten  trout, 
01b.  8oz. ;  fourteen  trout,  131b.  ;  and  six  trout, 
71b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Watkins,  Singapore,  eleven 
trout,  111b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Howie,  Edinburgh,  eleven 
trout,  121b. 8oz  ;  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Leeds,  eight  trout, 
U'b.  8oz. ;  eleven  trout,  101b.  ;  nine  trout,  9lb.  4oz.  ; 
aad  five  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  D.  J.  Morrison  and  Son, 
Rangoon,  four  trout,  51b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  121b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Ritchie,  nine  trout,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Hunter,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Young,  Musselburgh, 
ten  trout,  111b.  4oz.,  their  heaviest  trout  weighed 
31b. ;  Mr.  Burnet,  Perth,  eleven  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Steen  and  Mr.  C.  Willison,  Killin,  eleven  trout,  121b. ; 
Mr.  Knight  and  Mr.  D.  Willison,  Killin,  twelve  trout, 
101b.  8oz. ;  Misses  Boase,  ten  trout,  8lb.  8oz.  The 
following  went  out  for  a  few  hours  in  the  evening  : — 
Mr.  Dick,  Cowdenbeath  fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Jones,  four  trout  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  McNaughton 
and  Mr.  Bell,  Perth,  eleven  trout,  121b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 


Graham  Thomson,  St.  Andrews,  nine  trout,  61b.  8oz.; 
Mr.  Lennie,  Edinburgh,  five  trout,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
McCreath  and  Mr.  Allan,  Glasgow,  five  trout. 
71b.  4oz.— R.  B.  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel.  N.B.)  On  July  9, 

Mr.  H.  Fraser,  Madras,  killed  a  nice  grilse,  4Jlb. 
On  July  10,  Mr.  H.  Pethick,  Weston-super-Mare, 
had  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.,  and  on  July  11,  three 
grilse,  61b.,  5lb.,  and  61b.  On  July  14,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Ross,  Glasgow,  had  three  nice  grilse,  61b.,  SAlb., 
and  3^1b. — S.  Tilston. 

North  of  Scotland. —  Dee.  —  The  river  is  as 
small  as  it  possibly  can  be — a  July  water,  indeed — 
and  this  although  rains  have  fallen  copiously  within 
the  past  few  days.  The  ground  is  so  dry  that 
what  has  fallen  has  been  absorbed.  The  next  few 
showers  will  tell,  and  a  slight  spate  just  now  would 
work  wonders  all  round.  On  the  Balmoral  and 
Ballater  reaches  grilse  of  31b.,  41b.,  and  51b.  are 
being  got  freely  to  the  smallest  of  lures  of  the 
Silver  and  Blue,  Loggie,  and  Jock  Scott  order, 
while  salmon  are  by  no  means  scarce,  and  one  or 
two  fresh-run  fish  have  been  creeled  on  the  Kin- 
cardine and  Aboyne  waters.  There  are  few  regular 
sportsmen  about,  as  is  usually  the  case  in  July,  and 
as  the  keepers  are  on  the  hills  many  fine  stretches 
are  lying  practically  untouched.  Professor  Cash 
has  been  very  successful  on  the  Crathes  water,  and 
last  week  made  several  fine  baskets  of  brown  trout 
in  addition  to  one  or  two  grilse,  while  Mr.  Forbes, 
teacher,  Aberdeen,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  five 
grilse.  Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Mr.  John  Mortimer,  Cairnton,  rand  others  had 
several  grilse  up  to  51b.  Mr.  Forbes  had  also  a 
brown  trout  of  3flb.,  a  big  size  for  the  Dee.  On 
the  tidal  reaches  several  good  baskets  of  finnock 
are  being  made  daily,  while  sea-trout  are  also  fairly 
plentiful.  Don. — On  the  Kintore  Burgh  water, 
Mr.  Milne,  Aberdeen,  had  thirteen  trout,  61b.  On 
Balbithans,  Mr.  W.  B.  Meff,  Mr.  Robb,  and  Mr. 
Ritchie  are  also  getting  considerable  sport,  but  all 
over  the  river  is  too  small  and  clear.  On  the  Keith- 
hall  section,  Mr.  Finch,  Alford,  is  doing  exceedingly 
well,  but  the  season  as  a  whole  has  not  been  a  very 
bright  one. — G.  M. 

Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). —  On 
July  10,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  on  Loch  Griam  17 
trout,  11  lb.  and  a  ferox  of  4|lb. ;  Messrs.  Evans, 
Cambs.,  on  Loch  Mirkland,  26,  10 Jib.  ;  Capt.  Morgan 
and  Dr.  Porteous,  Cheltenham,  on  Loch  Gorm.  71, 
201b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aitken,  Skelmorlie,  on  Top- 
Shin,  14,  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Macharen,  St.  Andrews, 
1,  IJlb. ;  total;  129,  471b.,  and  one  ferox,  4flb. 
On  July  11th,  the  very  same  anglers  were  out,  and 
strange  to  say  the  total  was  also  almost  exactly  the 
some,  viz.  :  129  trout,  481b.,  and  a  ferox  of  6lb. 
On  July  12,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aitken,  on  Griam,  seven 
trout,  3ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Evany,  on  Merkland,  twenty- 
one,  6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  MacLaren,  on  Gorm,  thirty- 
six,  9Jlb.  On  July  13th,  Messrs.  Evans  fourteen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  seven,  31b.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Aitken  eight,  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  MacLaren 
forty-eight,  Ulb.  On  the  14th,  the  same  anglers 
were  out,  and  in  the  same  order  made  the  following 
baskets  respectively : — thirty  trout,  9|lb.  ;  twenty- 
seven,  Ulb.;  seven,  31b,  besides  a  ferox  of  61b., 
and  thirty-four,  111b.  On  Monday  (July  16),  Mr. 
Walker  thirteen  trout,  81b.,  and  a  ferox,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Wilfrid  Smith,  Helensburgh,  twenty,  7|lb.  ;  Mr. 
Cameron  Aitken,  seven,  3Jlb.,  and  a  ferox,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Macmillan,  Ardgay,  fourteen,  5lb. ;  and  Mr. 
MacLaren,  twenty-three,  81b. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 
Excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  neighbour- 
ing lochs  since  last  reported,  but  as  full  details  of 
baskets  cannot  be  given,  a  few  samples  may  suffice 
to  give  an  idea.  On  July  12,  Mr.  Caw,  Glasgow, 
on  Loch  An-Uidha,  one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Little, 
Kenley,  Surrey,  on  Loch  Eilranach,  four  trout, 
611b.  ;  Mr.  W.  D.  Little,  Kenley,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
twenty-eight  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Taylor, 
Glasgow,  on  Loch  Laig-Ard,  twenty-one,  91b., 
and  Mr.  MacMillan,  Bonurbridge,  on  same  loch, 
fifteen,  51b.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch 
Laig-Ard,  sixteen  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  W.  D.  Little, 
on  Low  Chain  Loch,  one  trout,  21b.  ;  and  Mr. 
MacMillan,  on  Loch  Crocach,  eight  trout,  3Jlb. — B. 

Shin  (Inverau,  N.B.). — During  the  past  week 
the  following  grilse  have  been  landed  by  anglers 
from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel:  Mr.  Buxton  had  a 
6 -pounder  on  July  9,  and  one  of  51b.  on  July  10. 
On  J  uly  1 1  Mr.  Dick  Buxton  landed  a  4-pounder. 
On  July  12  Mrs.  Upsher  had  one  of  61b.  On  July 
13  General  Upsher  caught  a  5-pounder,  and  Mrs. 
Upsher  one  of  41b.  Incessant  heavy  rains  for 
several  days  back.  Good  sport  expected  to  follow. 
— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Annan  was  up  a 
few  inches  higher  on  Monday  morning,  July  16, 
with  the  rainfall,  but  the  sea-trout  and  herling  did 
not  rise  any  freer  to  the  fly.  On  July  13,  Mr.  Jas. 
Dixon  caught  one  soa-trout,  an-i  on  the  foUdwiiig 
day  one  herling.    On  July  17,  Mr.  Dixon  took  ono 


sea-trout,  three  herling,  and  three  yellow  trout. 
Mr.  Anderson,  jun.,  landed  one  sea-trout.  Captain 
Ewart  had  one,  Mr.  R.  Graham  one,  and  Mr. 
Bell  one.  On  July  17  Mr.  J.  Loudon  caught 
two  herling  with  night  fly,  Mr.  J.  Laurie  two  or 
three  herling  and  a  sea-trout.  Fishing  a  private 
water  on  July  17  Mr.  J.  Paul  Taylor  had  a  basket 
of  seventeen  or  eighteen  yellow  trout,  weighing 
1 1  lb.  12oz.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley  - 
Dirom's  keeper  landed  six  sea-trout  and  a  brace  of 
herling  last  week.  Mr.  A.  Kennedy,  Merkland,  took 
one  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Marshall  one  herling.  In 
the  middle  retwhes  Mr.  Telford  had  one  sea-trout  and 
eight  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Maxwell,  two  sea-trout  and 
a  dozen  burn  trout ;  Mr.  Wield,  one  sea-trout 
and  a  fine  yellow  trout.  In  the  upper  reaches  the 
sport  is  disappointing.  The  Nith,  Dumfries. — 
This  river  is  low,  and  sport  backward  with  the  Day 
Fly.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been  landed  in  the 
Mid-Nithsdale  Association  waters  with  Night  Fly, 
but  a  flood  is  needed.  Mr.  Pollock,  fishing  in  the 
Cairn,  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  (81b.)  with 
the  clear  water-worm.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — 
The  herling  are  running  slowly  to  the  Stewartry 
rivers.  Odd  ones  have  been  taken  here  and  there. 
In  the  Fleet  sea-trout  are  fairly  plentiful  but 
taking  badly.  The  only  sport  to  be  had  is  with 
the  Night  Fly.  A  few  small  baskets  of  burn  trout 
have  been  caught  with  the  clear  water- worm. 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  rivers 
are  very  small  and  clear.  Mr.  Forster-Carlisle,  on 
July  12,  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  fly 
on  Loch  Doon.  Fishing  the  same  loch  on  July  16, 
Messrs.  Paterson,  Taylor,  and  friend  caught 
seventy-two  yellow  trout  with  fly.  On  July  14, 
Messrs.  Murray  took  seventeen  and  Mr.  Wallace 
twenty-seven.  There  has  been  a  good  show  of 
salmon  and  grilse  in  the  Solway  nets  this  Wednes- 
day (July  18)  afternoon.  The  grilse  are  running 
from  41b.  to  61b.  each,  and  salmon  from  101b.  to 
181b.  each. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — Since  last  report  the  weather 
in  this  district  has  been  very  cold,  and  on  many 
days  heavy  rain  fell.  The  river  has  risen  consider- 
ably, and  good  catches  are  being  recorded.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water  two  salmon,  weighing  6Jlb. 
each,  and  seven  grilse,  averaging  about  4jlb.  in 
weight,  have  been  killed  by  Captain  Edward  York. 
— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  Rain  has  been  falling 
during  the  past  few  days,  but  not  sufficient  to 
bring  the  water  up  to  the  desired  level.  On  the 
Knochando  water  last  week,  Mr.  Hankey  killed 
six  grilse,  ranging  in  weight  from  41b.  to 
5Jlb.,  and  on  the  Carron  House  water,  Mr.  Grant, 
fisherman,  had  three  of  somewhat  similar  weights. 
From  the  Laggan  (Carron)  water,  Mr.  H.  Cumming, 
fisherman,  landed  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.,  and  a  grilse 
of  51b.,  while  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  Mr. 
W.  Duncan,  fisherman,  had  two  salmon  of  61b.  and 
141b.,  and  three  grilse  of  3Jlb.  to  51b.  each.  On  the 
Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Craik,  fisherman,  had  a 
grilse  of  4 Jib.,  and  from  the  Arudilly  water,  Sir 
David  Barr,  one  of  61b.  Grilse  appear  to  be  in  good 
numbers  in  the  river. — J.  M. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  Caledonian  Hotel,  on  July  9,' Messrs.  Ducat  and 
McJannet,  Oxford,  on  Loch  Long,  thirteen  trout,  61b. 
On  July  10,  Messrs.  Ducat  and  Carrington,  on  Loch 
Ob'lochan,  three  trout,  31b.  On  July  11,  Messrs. 
McJannet  and  Smart,  Oxford,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan, 
twelve  trout,  81b.,  and  Mr.  Ducat,  Edinburgh,  on 
Loch  Long,  five  trout,  31b.  On  July  13,  Messrs. 
Ducat  and  McJannet,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  six 
trout,  51b.  On  July  14,  Messrs.  McJannet  and 
Carrington.  on  Hill  Loch,  ten  trout,  41b.  Weather 
very  dry,  good  prospect  if  once  we  get  rain. — Geo. 
Morrison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Soft  westerly  winds 
and  showers  of  rain  at  intervals  continued  during 
the  week,  but  no  change  occurred  in  the  state  of 
the  tributaries,  which  are  running  too  low  and 
clear  for  salmon  to  ascend  or  trout  to  come  to  the 
fly.  The  main  stream  shrunk  a  few  inches,  but 
there  is  enough  water  on  all  the  stretches  for 
the  fly  to  be  used.  The  greater  part  of  the 
run  of  grilse  that  recently  came  in  from  the 
sea  passed  over  the  weirs  and  on  to 
the  lake  where  they  are  being  caught  in  the  nets  ; 
however,  a  proportion  rested  on  all  the  sections  and 
sport  is  being  obtained  with  these.  At  Caronroe, 
Mr.  Nagle  has  caught  seventeen  salmon  and  grilse 
ranging  from  41b.  to  101b.  ;  Mr.  Shaw,  eighteen, 
ranging  from  3Jlb.  to  201b. ;  Mr.  C.  Henderson  and 
party,  sixteen,  ranging  from  31b.  to  121b. ;  and 
Captain  Phillpot  and  Mr.  Peel,  eleven,  ranging  from 
51b.  to  121b.  On  the  Kilrea  section.  Dr.  Clements 
landed  four  grilse,  51b.,  61b.,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  and  two 
salmon,  81b.  and  9lb.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Wilson  a  grilse 
of  7Jlb. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

BoXfaat  and  District.— Considerable  rain  fell  in 
the  early  part  of  the  week,  appreciably  raising  the 
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rivers  ia  this  locality,  though  hardly  high  enough. 
Trouting  all  over  is  indifferent  on  the  rivers,  and 
poor  results  are  reported  from  the  lakes  and  reser- 
voirs. More  rain  is  wanted  to  put  the  streams  in 
the  best  fishing  order. — J.  A.  B. 

CroUy  Bridge  Hotel  (co.  Donegal). — The  recent 
rain  brought  up  large  numbers  of  grilse  and  sea- 
trout.  The  river  is  now  fishable.  On  July  14 
Mr.  Richardson  got  two  grilse,  51b.  and  41b. ;  Dr. 
W.  H.  Peplar  (London)  got  nice  baskets  during  the 
week. — Pbopbietoe. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During 
the  past  week  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  four  salmon, 
weighing  from  51b.  to  81b. ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  Mr. 
John  Stone,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  landed  several 
salmon  each,  Mr.  J.  Stone's  largest  fish  weighed 
201b.,  and  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn's  largestfish  weighed  181b. 
The  Hon.  F.  H.  May  landed  one  grilse  of  61b.  on 
J uly  1 3,  and  Col.  Watts,  landed  one  salmon  on  July 
17. — M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  July  11  to  July  17  :— Captain  Macgowan, 
on  July  11,  five,  31b.,  8|lb.,  61b.,  51b.,  81b.;  on 
July  12,  five,  71b.,  4|Ib.,  51b.,  5lb.,  5Jlb. ;  on  July  13, 
five,  5Jlb.,  ejlb.,  8Jlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.  ;  on  July  14,  five, 
7ilb.,  4Jlb.,  41b.,  5|lb.,  9§lb. ;  on  July  16,  five,  5lb., 
7lb  ,  91b.,  71b.,  lOJIb. ;  on  July  17,  three,  9^1b., 
5ilb.,  61b. ;  total,  twenty-eight,  1801b.  Mr.  Dobson, 
on  July  11,  five,  4Jlb.,  GJlb.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  4ilb. ;  on 
July  12,  three,  6Jlb.,  lOib.,  41  b.  ;  on  July  13,  six, 
81b.,  61b.,  8^1b.,  61b.,  6ilb.,  61b. ;  on  July  14,  three, 
5ilb.,  71b.,  5^1b.  ;  on  July  16,  three,  Silb.,  5Jlb., 
3ib.  ;  on  July  17,  one,  S^lb.  ;  total,  twenty-one, 
131  lb.  Major  Moir,  on  July  11,  three,  6Jlb.,  8Jlb., 
(ilb.  ;  on  July  12.  four,  fijlb.,  4ilb.,  71b..  6Jlb. ;  on 
July  13,  one,  6ib.  ;  on  July  14,  two,  6 jib.,  1^\h.; 
on  July  16,  two,  7Jlb.,  101b. ;  on  July  17.  three, 
7Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.;  total,  fifteen,  101  lb.  Captain 
Steward,  on  July  11,  two,  61b.,  51  b. ;  on  July  12, 
six,  31b.,  7J  b.,  5*lb.,  5Jlb.,  9lb.,  S^lb.  ;  on  July  13, 
four,  31b.,  71b.,  61b.,  91o.  ;  on  July  14,  three,  41b., 
61b.,  61b.;  on  July  16,  three,  6Jlb.,  4^1b.,  61b.; 
total,  eighteen,  1051b.  Dr.  S.  A.  Clarke,  on  July  1 1, 
four,  7Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  6Jlb.,  61b. ;  total,  four,  29|lb. 
Mr.  T.  Roubledge,  on  July  1 1,  three,  741b  ,  51b.,  61b. ; 
on  July  12,  three,  121b.,  7Jlb..  71b.;  on  July  13, 
four,  81b.,  8jlb.,  71b.,  91b. ;  total,  ten,  781b.  Bishop 
of  Nagpur,  on  July  U,  one,  131b. ;  on  July  14,  one, 
64lb. ;  on  July  17,  one,  7§lb. ;  total,  three,  27lb. 
Totals: — July  11,  twenty-one;  July  12,  nineteen; 
July  13,  twenty-two;  July  14.  sixteen;  July  16, 
thirteen;  July  17,  eight. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry).— The  waters  and  weather 
coatmue  favourable.  Mrs.  Harrison  landed  one 
grilse  Gib.,  Mr.  P.  W.  Keane  one  of  ejlb.,  and 
Captam  Verschoyle,  one  61b.  A  good  many  brown 
trout  have  been  killed  on  the  various  lakes. — W. 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Killamey.— The  weather  has  been  generally 
favourable,  but  though  salmon  and  peal  are 
accounted  numerous,  sport  has  not  been  up  to 
anticipation.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  generally 
yielded  good  baskets  on  the  lakes.  Peal  continue 
to  arrive  in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

Ijongrh  Ciirrane,  eto.  (W»t«rvll.  e,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  continues  favourable,  but  sport  has 
fallen  off  a  bit.  Both  salmon  and  peal  are  numer- 
ous, however,  but  will  not  take,  and  are  inclined  to 
rise  short. — T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbtir).— The 
past  week  has  been  wild  and  stormy  and  consider- 
ably interfered  with  fishing,  so  that  anglers  have 
not  had  a  fair  chance  to  obtain  good  baskets.  I 
appear  to  have  brought  a  hornet's  nest  about 
my  head  in  stating  in  my  last  report  Mask 
had  so  far  been  very  little  fished  this  year. 
Nothmg  disparaging  was  intended,  on  the  contrary, 
1  wished  to  convey  the  possibilities  there  are  in 
store  for  the  Waltonian.  I  still  consider,  and  hope 
I  am  right,  that  the  year  round  Mask  is  second  to 
no  other  Jake  in  the  British  Isles.  As  the  village 
of  Clonbur  is  mid-way  between  the  two  lakes  it 
IS  immaterial  to  me  which  fishes  the  best.  I 
always  recommend  the  one  I  find  best  for 
the  time  being.  The  May  Fly  is  still  obtainable 
on  Corrib,  though  the  Daddy,  which  is  on  both 
lakes,  IS  equally  killing.  The  catches  from  Mount 
Crable  Hotel  are:— July  11.— Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck, 
three  trout,  7|lb.,  best,  21b.  14oz.,  sea-trout, 
lib.  14oz.  ;Mr,.  Ruxton,  one  trout,  2lb.  7oz.  • 
Dr.  Thompson,  one  trout,  lib.  2oz.  July  12-^ 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  four  trout,  SMb  • 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Buckly,  three  trout,  41b.  loz! 
July  13.— Mr.  Buckly,  one  trout,  21b. ;  Col.  Ruxton, 
one  trout  lib  6oz.  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  one 
trout,  lib.  13oz..  pike.  22ilb. ;  Dr.  Norman 
Thompson  and  Mr.  Thompspn,  three  trout,  4*lb., 
best,  lib  13oz.  July  14.— No  sport.  July  15.— 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckly,  three  trout,  21b.  13oz.  ;  Mr 
Rice,  one  trout,  lib.;  Mr.  Hunt,  five  trout,  dlb. 
i   I  ®-       Tarbuck,  eight  trout,  9ilb.. 

best,  1  lb.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Buckly,  two  trout,  21b.  7oz.— 


Loagh  MelviUi — Trouting  continues  good,  and 
gillarooes  and  brown  trout  rose  well  to  the  fly 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  anglers  out  all  over 
the  lake  enjoyed  good  sport  and  captured  good 
baskets  of  trout  daily.  Mr.  G.  Kelly  took  a  gillarooe 
trout  of  2  Jib  ,  and  sixteen  smaller  trout,  all  weighing 
10|lb.,  on  July  14.  Sport  continues  good  at  time 
of  writing  on  the  lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Wateirville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  good  on  all  the  above  waters. 
The  best  takes  of  brown  trout  (the  only  fish  they 
hold)  had  on  the  different  waters  were : — One  of 
twenty-nine  on  Coppal ;  a  similar  number  was  had 
on  Bricdarrig  ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  forty  ;  on 
Coomavoher,  one  of  thirty-five;  on  Coomcatcun, 
one  of  three  dozen ;  and  on  Eskuamacteree,  one  of 
forty-three.— T.  J.  D. 

Monrue  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries,  the  Glenelly,  Derg, 
Finn,  Strule,  etc.,  are  in  fine  order  after  the  rain, 
and  salmon  are  well  in  evidence  about  the  New- 
town Stewart  centre.  During  the  rise  in  the  water 
lots  of  salmon  got  over  the  Sion  Mills  weir,  so  that 
there  should  be  no  lack  of  sport  in  the  near  future. 
Sea-trout  are  also  showing  up  a  bit,  and  altogether 
the  long  delayed  prospects  are  decidedly  good.  The 
following  are  stopping  at  the  Abercorn  Hotel, 
Newtownstewart — Col.  Goodlake,  Mr.  Musgrave 
Morris,  Mr.  Kenyon  (Cheltenham),  and  Mr.  Webster. 
Col.  Barker  is  due  here  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

Uuy,  laongrhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (tealima,  oo. 
Mayo). — During  the  past  week  sport  was  fairly 
good.  In  twenty-three  days  Lieut.-Col.  Rayner 
had  fifty  grilse,  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Rayner,  fifteen 
grilse  ;  Mr.  E  D.  Long  worth,  in  twenty  days  killed 
eighty-eight  grilse ;  6161b.,  nine  days'  fishing,  two 
rods.  Dr.  Cathcart,  nine  grilse,  54lb. ;  Major  Moss, 
four  grilse,  211b.;  Mr.  J.-C.  Wilson,  four  grOse,  221b.  ; 
Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  nine  grilse,  541b.  ;  Mr.  C. 
Cooper,  ten  grilse,  531b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey.  twenty 
grilse,  eight  of  which  he  got  on  Tuesday,  July  17, 
which  is  the  best  catch  he  got  for  one  rod  in  one 
day  this  season.  Captain  Lynch,  7  grilse,  431b. 
Sea-trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well,  getting  from 
ten  to  twenty  daily.  Same  good  trout  were  got  on 
Lough  Conn.  Loughs  Gallon  and  Talt  fished  well, 
forty-five  being  got  in  one  day  by  one  rod. — 
P.  Heabns. 

Rosses  (Dnngloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  late  rains 
raised  the  Crolly,  and  at  time  of  writing  salmon 
and  sea-trout  are  well  on  the  run  to  the  lakes  of 
the  Rosses.  The  fish  were  lying  in  the  bay  in 
great  numbers  in  the  past  fortnight.  Mr.  Cherry 
killed  two  salmon  on  the  Crolly,  and  the  Derrydruel 
was  never  so  well  stocked  as  it  is  at  present.  Sea- 
trout  fishing  will  now  be  in  full  swing  till  the  close 
of  the  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  very  un- 
seasonable— cool,  showery,  and  windy.  On  Her- 
mitage Major  Gordon  Cumming  killed  one  salmon 
161b. ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Cartland,  one  peal,  31b.,  and  one 
salmon  131b.  On  Doonass  the  fishermen  killed  one 
peal  51b. ;  Mr.  C.  Elliott,  one  salmon,  81b.  On 
Woodlands  Col.  Russell  killed  one  peal,  6|lb. — John 
Enright  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  A 
continuance  of  variable  weather  since  my  last 
report  has  decided  the  fate  of  anglers  for  a  week  or 
more.  But  we  are  looking  forward  to  better  luck 
in  August  and  September. — S.  J.  Huhley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (July  14). — We  are  having  full  summer 
heat  most  days  now,  modified  by  not  unfrequent 
thunderstorms.  Nevertheless,  I  am  able  to  send 
you  some  Stockalper  experiences  by  two  friends 
who  covered  a  good  deal  of  its  lower  reaches  on 
July  lOj  just  before  we  had  a  change  to  persistent 
heavy  rain  for  a  day  and  night.  One  of  these 
anglers  commenced  near  Vouvery,  and  rose  a  1  Jib. 
trout  to  an  artificial  green  grasshopper  of  my 
construction,  the  exposed  part  of  the  hook  being 
covered  by  a  smaller  natural  one.  This  fish  was 
afterwards  hooked  by  a  native  with  a  big  bunch  of 
these  insects  strung  on  a  largish  hook  and  fished 
up  and  across  stream  with  considerable  splash.  In 
the  same  reach  after  a  while  an  eight  inch  and  a 
nine  inch  trout  were  taken  on  a  Greenweli's  Glory. 
Under  the  bridge  at  Vouvery  Station  the  well-known 
2  pounder  who  lives  there  tumbled  over  the  grass- 
hopper without  taking,  and  below  this,  near  the 
semaphore  on  the  railway,  a  large  Coch-y-Bondhu 
on  light  gut  was  snapped  off,  although  the  rise  was 
hardly  felt,  and  an  eleven  and  a  half  inch  trout  was 
taken  on  the  Greenweli's  Glory.  My  other  angler 
friend  fished  lower  down  the  stream  and  got  nine 
nice  trout,  the  last  one  being  a  handsome  1  lb.  fish 
killed  with  a  Coch-y-Bondhu  under  difficulties, 
whilst  a  venomous  horse-fly  was  feasting  on  his 
nose.  This  was  near  the  larches  below  Evousettes. 
In  these  lower  reaches  the  Little  Chap,  in  the  post 
of  honour  as  tail-fly,  again  proved  attractive. 
— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Pollack  continue  to  give  good 
sport,  but  other  fish  usually  had  here  at  this  time 
have  not  furnished  much  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (oo.  Kerry). — The  weather  continues 
favourable,  and  some  nice  sport  has  been  had  at 
pollack.  Sen  getting  rough,  and  rain  approaching 
as  I  write.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  f  ier). — Though  local  sport  cannot  be 
yet  pronounced  brisk,  yet  some  good  catches  have 
recently  been  made,  though  large  fish  are  still 
taken  in  but  small  numbers,  poutings  still  consti- 
tuting the  majority  of  the  catches.  Pollack  have, 
at  last,  put  in  an  appearance,  though  the  few 
caught  this  week  have  been  very  small  and  not  in 
the  best  of  condition.  On  July  13  Mr.  McCann 
had  six  nurse  dogs,  and  several  silver  eels,  dabs 
and  small  whiting  were  also  taken,  as  well  as 
one  John  Dory,  while  Mr.  Ablett's  catch  included 
a  large  pout-whiting.  Mr.  Waddell  made  a  good 
mixed  bag  on  July  14,  including  a  very  large  crab, 
and  Mr.  Hume  was  very  busy  among  the  dogfish ; 
while  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Kendell  made 
h'eavy  numerical  catches  of  pouting,  many  of  them 
of  exceptionally  large  size.  Mr.  Glen's  pier  catch 
on  July  15  comprised  half  a  score  of  dabs  and 
a  large  number  of  pouts,  but  the  few  visiting 
patrons  on  that  day  returned  to  town  with  very 
light  bags,  though  all  seemed  contented.  Among 
Monday's  anglers  were  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  T.  Bates,  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  W.  Dodd, 
Mr.  W.  Tress,  Mr.  Dale,  Mr.  Metcalf,  Mr.  Mansell, 
Mr.  Lanchester,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenney,  and  Mr. 
Brandon.  Mr.  Morgan  had  the  honour  of 
securing  the  first  three  pollack  of  the  season, 
and  Mrs.  Glenney's  patient  fishing  brought 
her  a  catch  of  seventy  pouting — a  somewhat 
remarkable  catch  for  one  rod.  Mr.  Collyer  was 
fortunate  in  getting  a  41b.  lobster  early  on  July  17, 
and  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buxtan,  Mr. 
Aird,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp, 
Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  F.  J.  Ablett,  Mr.  W.  Dodd,  and 
Mr.  Adams  each  received  fair  patronage  from 
several  varieties,  Mr.  Hume  getting  one  rig  of 
about  5Jlb.  in  addition  to  a  small  mixed  bag  of 
smaller  fish.  Mr  and  Mrs.  Warrt-n  were  busy  among 
the  pouting  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  and 
several  others  present  did  equally  well,  but  the 
day's  yield  was  far  below  the  average,  the  water 
being  very  clear  and  bright.  Mr.  McCann  took 
one  mackerel  upon  a  small  piece  of  its  own  species 
just  after  six  p.m.  on  this  day. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth.  —  The  weather  is  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  sea  fishing,  and  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
of  all  kinds  about.  The  pollack  are  in  now  in  great 
numbers,  and  can  be  taken  all  over  the  Sound, 
especially  near  any  of  the  rocks  shown  by  the 
various  buoys.  The  East  Winter  in  particular  is  a 
good  spot  just  at  this  time,  and  a  friend  of  mine 
recently  had  thirty-five  pollack,  all  a  good  size,  the 
smallest  being  3^1b.,  all  caught  with  the  red  spinning 
sand  eel.  These  were  caugtit  near  the  Breakwater. 
Another  friend,  a  manager  of  one  of  our  local  papers, 
staying  at  Soilly,  to  whom  I  sent  down  one  of  ray 
favourite  baits,  writes  me  that  he  had  some  good 
sport,  taking  twenty-six  fish,  weighing  a  hundred- 
weight, and  this  was  at  the  fag  end  of  the  tide ;  he 
said  if  he  had  commenced  sooner  he  would  have 
had  very  many  more.  The  bass  are  still  well  on  the 
feed  in  the  Hamoaze,  and  some  very  large  fish  are 
being  taken.  A  customer  from  Galway,  in  Ireland, 
has  been  having  good  sport  with  the  long  line.  The 
line  was  furnished  with  revolving  head  links  on  the 
back  line  and  swivels  at  every  hook,  still  he  lost 
sevel-al  fish.— W.  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  continues  good  at  pollack 
around  here.  Very  little  has  been  done  in  other 
departments  so  far,  but  sea  angling  will  not  be  in 
full  swing  here  until  later  on.  The  weather  is 
changing  to  rain,  and  a  choppy  sea  is  on. — T.  J.  D. 

Walton-on-lfaze. — Bass  are  coming  in,  and  on 
July  16,  Mr.  Houghton  from  pier  had  one,  61b. 
Pollack  are  also  coming  on  feed.  Soles  and  dabs 
are  biting  pretty  well.  A  good  many  have  nets 
over  the  pier  for  lobsters,  and  a  nice  lot  havo  been 
caught  up  to  5Jlb.  Whiting  pout  are  being  caught 
from  boats  and  pier ;  one  gentleman  in  boat.  Rev. 
Meredith,  had  forty-eight  good  ones.  Weather  fine ; 
wind  S.W. — J.  R.  Robinson. 

Wesrmonth. — Catches  for  the  last  week  have  &ot 
been  quite  up  to  the  average  of  late,  owing  to  the 
slackness  of  the  tides.  Bass  and  mullet  are  still 
being  taken  at  Ferry  Bridge,  although  they  do  not 
run  quite  so  large.  A  few  have  also  been 
taken  in  the  harbour,  also  some  nice  pollack. 
A  very  large  conger  was  captured  lo-day  (Wednes- 
day) out  in  the  bay,  weighing  over  501b.  Plenty  of 
whiting  fishing  is  to  be  had  off  the  Breakwater,  also 
skate  and  dog-fish.  The  spring  tides  are  just  now 
lifting,  and  next  week  I  hope  to  be  able  to  record 
some  good  catches. — Chas.  J.  R.cssell  (W.A.A.). 
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The  scarlet  pimpernel  peeps  here  and  there. 

Amid  the  com  the  crimson  poppies  blush. 
Still  an  the  brooks  gleam  water-lilies  rare, 

And  purple  loosestrife,  and  the  flowering  rush. 
The  blue  campanula,  the  chicory  wild. 

And  yellow  toad-flax,  variegate  the  plain  ; 
And  vnth  a  thankful  heart  and  sense  beguiled 

We  look  upon  the^fields  of  ripening  grain. 

— H.  G.  Adams. 


"Membees'  Day"  at  the  B.S.A.S. 

On  Wednesday,  Jiily  18,  at  the  society's  rooms, 
Fetter-lane,  there  was  an  exhibition  of  rods  (light 
and  heavy,  thick,  thin,  short  and  tall),  reelp,  lines, 
hooks,  leads,  creels,  oilies,  and  ''curiosities"  which 
would  occupy  columns  to  properly  describe.  Th3 
room  was  splendidly  decorated,  and  every  inch  of 
space  utilised.  The  secretary  and  executive 
deserve  the  heartiest  praise  for  the  excellent 
arrangements  made  for  the  comfort  of  members 
and  visitors.  The  notes  at  my  disposal  must  be 
amplified  in  the  next  issue. 


City  of  London  Piscatoriai.  Society — Place 

Aux  Dames. 
The  "  Ladies'  Day  "  at  Wraysbury  on  July  14 
was  an  imqualified  success.  The  occasion  was  a 
"  competition  "  for  ladies  only.  Mere  man  merely 
manipulated  the  bait  and  tackle.  The  ladies  can 
fish,  did  fish,  and  won  prizes  : — Mrs.  E.  H.  Cox, 
first,  with  a  perch  of  l^lb.  ;  Mrs.  G.  W.  Thompson, 
second,  another  good  perch  ;  Mrs.  F.  E.  Loneon, 
third,  dace  ;  Miss  Dryden,  fourth.  Other  fish  were 
taken  by  Mrs.  Isaacs  and  Mrs.  Tyerman.  A  "  high 
tea,"  splendidly  served  by  host  Alfred  Ives,  of  the 
Old  Five  Bells  at  Horton  (and  a  worthy  member  of 
the  C.L.P.S.),  was  partaken  of  under  the  shadow 
of  a  "  clump  "  of  elms,  and  one  of  the  pleasantest 
days  in  the  aimals  of  the  society  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed  by  all.  "  Nothing  succeeds  like  success  " 
— consequently  another  outing  is  being  arranged. 


'  "  Not  Killed  "  but  "  Scotched." 

What's  in  a  name  ?  I  had  a  letter  the  other 
day  from  one  of  a  "  party  "  who  had  been  fishing 
at  Slapton  Ley — where  there  are  fish.  Just  an 
extract :  "  Dear  Drag, — Thought  you  would  like 
to  hear  how  we  are  getting  on.  Lovely  place  ; 
weather  just  right ;  wish  you  were  '  amongst '  us  ! 
Well,  Cartwright  caught  seventeen  in  twenty  minutes. 
Jem  landed  twelve  ;  Joe  took  ten  ;  Percy  creeled 
the  same  niunber.  In  the  afternoon,  with  a  blazing 
svm,  Joe  basketed  twenty  ;  Percy  rose  eighteen  ; 
Jem  bagged  twelve  ;  and  I  captured  ten  !  You 
know  Brown — Alf  Brown — he  is  with  us,  and 
lured  ten  with  the  night-fly  early  in  the  morning. 
So  you  see  I  killed  one  more  than  all  the  rest  put 
together.  Not  bad,  eh  ?  "  [No  ;  very  good. 
Glad  you  are  as  truthful  as  ever.  Not  worth  while 
telling  a  lie  for  the  sake  of  one.] 

*  *  *  * 

Mb.  J.  H.  Barton,  of  Cornwall,  sends  us  the 
following  extract  from  the  Western  Morning  ^ews  : 
"  The  Upper  Tamar  and  North  Cornwall  streams 
are  very  low,  and  the  cattle  go  to  the  river  beds 
about  mid-day  or  before,  and  stir  up  the  bottoms  in 
a  way  unknown  to  those  accustomed  to  fast- 
rimning  streams  with  gravelly  or  rocky  beds,  and 
nothing  is  more  effectual  in  putting  down  the  trout. 
Moreover,  as  is  usual  after  the  June  carnival,  the 
trout  are  not  so  eager  for  fly  food  as  they  were,  and 
so  baskets  have  not  been  large.  A  rod  got  fifteen 
one  evening  after  six,  and  twenty-five  on  Saturday. 
Killing  flies  are  the  Red  Palmer,  black  and  silver, 
and  peacock  blue.  A  correspondent  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  objects  to  the  expression,  '  so  many  trout 
were  killed,''  saying  it  should  be  '  so  many  trout 
were  caught.^  But  it  must  be  a  very  rare  experience 
for  a  sportsman  to  kill  all  the  trout  he  catches. 
Our  correspondent's  experience  of  West  Country 
streams  leads  him  to  believe  that  as  a  rule,  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  from  33J  to  50  per  cent,  of  the 
trout  caught  should  be  returned  and  not  killed  ; 
so  that  in  speaking  of  his  day's  sport  he  would  say 
rightly  '  I  killed  so  many.'  " 


In  last  week's  notes,  attention  was  called  to 
some  good  fishing  by  Mr.  Bedwell,  a  member  of  the 
York  and  District  Amalgamation.  The  water 
named  was  the  "Nidd,"  but  was  wrongly  interpreted 
the  "  Lidel." 

t 

One  Fish  on  Two  Rods. 
Mr.  Seymour,  fishing  recently  in  Penton  Hook 
backwater,  had  a  somewhat  "  imusual  "  experience. 
Fishing  with  roach  tackle  and  using  gentles  as  bait, 
he  also  threw  out  a  ledger  baited  with  lobworm 


"  on  spec."  Finding  a  substantial  bite,  he  struck, 
and  was  annoyed  to  find  that  at  that  moment  he 
also  had  a  good  fish  on  his  ledger.  Proceeding  with 
caution,  however,  he  succeeded  in  capturing  a  jack 
which  had  in  its  greed  taken  both  baits. 


"  Horse  Play." 

A  horse  attached  to  a  dray  walked  through  tlie 
huge  plate-glass  window  of  a  drapery  establishment 
in  High-street,  Loughborough  (Leicester).  The 
animal  received  some  bad  cuts  about  the  head,  and 
lay  down  inside  the  window,  doing  an  immense 
amount  of  damage  to  the  drapery  displayed. 
*  *  *  * 

"  Cow  Play." 

Mr.  Spokes,  of  King's  Sutton,  near  Bicester,  has 
lost  a  cow  under  rather  peculiar  circumstances.  It 
had  been  ailing  for  a  considerable  time,  and  died 
a  few  days  ago.  The  carcase  being  examined,  it 
was  fomid  to  contain  a  cricket  ball,  which,  no  doubt, 
caused  the  animal's  death.  This  is  not  "  cricket." 
Surely  a  cow  should  be  able  to  discriminate  between 
a  "  force-meat  ball  "  and  a  cow-hide  ball  ? 


The  Lower  River  Committee  of  the' Thames  Con- 
servancy Board  reported  to  a  meeting  of  the  board 
on  Monday  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from  the 
Home  Secretary  stating  that  he  did  not  consider 
an  inquiry  into  the  question  of  the  conveyance  of 
low-test  petrolevmi  on  rivers  and  harbours  was  neces- 
sary, as  the  conditions  were  sufficiently  well  known. 
Several  members  of  the  board  lu-ged  further  action 
in  the  matter.  Lord  Desborough  pointing  ovit  tliat 
previously  he  had  had  to  call  attention  to  the 
dangers  existing  in  connection  with  the  carrying  of 
low-test  petroleum.  On  one  occasion  a  vessel  was 
conveying  its  tank  of  the  oil  in  close  proximity  to  a 
galley  fire.  Eventually  it  was  decided  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  back  for  further  con- 
sideration and  report. 


Rod  Lost. 

"  R.  F."  writes  : — "  Having  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  my  rod  and  4in.  centre-pin  winch  pulled 
into  the  water  at  Penton  Hook  on  June  24,  and 
having  been  informed  that  an  angler  had  the  luck 
to  get  entangled  in  the  line  on  June  30,  or  about 
that  date,  I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  (if 
this  should  meet  the  eye  of  the  finder)  i^  he  would 
communicate  with  the  secretary  of  the  Walham 
Green  A.S.,  Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  if  it  is  my  rod  and  line,  and  I 
should  be  pleased  to  reward  the  finder." 


A  fine  specimen  of  the  bonito  was  recently 
landed  at  Yarmouth  by  the  lugger  Martha.  The 
fish  weighed  71b.  and  measured  24in.  in  length.  It 
appears  that  it  became  entangled  in  the  net  a  few 
miles  off  the  port.  Mr.  A.  H.  Patterson,  the  well- 
known  East  Coast  naturalist,  has  it  for  preservation, 
from  whom,  according  to  the  Daily  Graphic,  it  will 
pass  to  the  Tolhouse  Museum. 


Mb.  Scard,  of  Holywell  Ferry,  Huntingdon, 
during  his  visit  to  the  B.S.A.S.  exhibition,  called 
on  me.  He  says  that  fishing  has  been  fairly  good 
up  to  the  present,  and  a  little  rain  will  improve 
matters,  eome  nice  roach,  perch,  and  tench  ,having 
been  taken.  Bream  are  coming  on — some  up  to 
3|-lb.  Mr.  Scard  has  every  accommodation  for 
angling  visitors — boats,  baits,  and  trap  to  and  from 
the  station.    Water  now  in  good  trim. 


On  Wednesday  last  (July  4)  a  fine  leather  (locally 
called  "  king ")  carp  weighing  41b.  8oz.,  and  in 
splendid  condition,  was  taken  from  the  Warren 
Pond,  Chingford,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  of  13,Roberts'- 
road.  Chapel  End,  Walthamstow,  and  gave  capital 
sport  on  the  fine  tackle.  This  is  by  far  the  largest 
(authentic)  fish  caught  from  this  pond  since  it  was 
cleared  out  and  restocked  a  year  or  two  ago.  It 
is  now  being  set  up  in  a  "  glass-house,"  and  will 
adorn  the  den  of  its  lucky  captor,  along  with  another 
fine  common  carp  (41b.  14oz.),  which  he  took  from 
the  Connaught  Waters  some  seasons  ago  —  truly 
a  fine  pair  from  such  well-fished  waters  and  so  near 
London.  It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  readers  to 
know  that  there  are  several  more  fine  carp  in  the 
Warren  Pond,  which  are  often  hooked  but  very 
seldom  landed,  owing  to  the  very  foul  condition 
of  the  pond,  and  small  carp  are  being  taken  in 
scores  by  young  enthusiasts. 


Fishing  in  the  subscription  water  at  Broxbourne 
on  July  10  and  17,  Mr.  F.  Bury,  of  the  HoUoway 
A.S.,  captured  some  nice  bream  up  to  51b.,  and  also 
some  tench  up  to  31b.  in  weight.  [Nice  fish,  Mr. 
Bury,  from  the  Lea.j 


GoRDius  Aquaticus. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Jagot,  a  member  of  the  Albion  Brothers 
A.S.,  Hackney,  was  fishing  the  Lea  at  Sewardstone 
Mill  Stream,  on  July  15.  On  landing  a  fish  he  also 
"  landed  "  a  very  fine  specimen  of  the  Hair  Worm 
(Gordius  acquaticus).  It  was  very  lively,  and 
appeared  to  be  quite  15in.  in  length.  The  bottle 
of  water  in  which  ~  Gordius  was  illustrating  the 
various  knots  which  so  many  anglers  find  it  difficult 
to  tie  was  beautifully  clear.  I  did  not  ask  if  it  was 
a  sample  of  Lea  water. 


Mr.  R.  W.  Vebnon,  writing  from  Pangbourne, 
says  he  captured  a  chub  of  4flb.,  another  of  21b., 
using  cheese  paste  as  bait.  "  I  had  some  difficulty 
in  landing  them  in  a  perfect  network  of  bushes.  I 
also  hooked,  but  lost,  another  very  big  fish  which 
had  got  round  a  sunken  bough  or  root."  Judging 
from  the  photo  Mr.  Vernon  sends,  the  fish  were  in 
prime  condition. 


A  FRIEND  who  has  had  a  day  or  two  at  Wraysbury 
says  that  Host  Shield,  of  the  George  Inn,  makes 
anglers  very  welcome.  He  gives  you  a  good 
luncheon  for  Is.  Cd.,  and,  if  wished,  will  send  it 
down  to  your  "  swim  "  or  "  pitch,"  while  Bret,  the 
man,  may  be  relied  upon  for  lobs,  brandlings,  or 
gentles. 


"  As  the  Twig  is  Bent,"  Etc. 
That  same  youngster  who  aforetime  figured  in 
these  columns  with  a  story  of  another  blessed  crab, 
has  been  further  distinguishing  himself.  He  is  six, 
and,  full  of  the  importance  of  his  half-dozen  years, 
collared  his  father's  fly  rod  on  July  15  and  caught 
and  landed  four  sizeable  dace  before  the  father 
could  interfere  and  say  "  knife." 


Fishing  on  the  Thames  at  Abingdon  is  looking 
up  !  I  hear  from  "  E.  V."  that  two  visitors  to 
Abingdon,  fishing^with  George  Brewerton  on  July  14, 
had  a  good  take  of  barbel,  seven  of  the  best  fish 
weighing  361b.,  the  largest  91b.  5oz.  The  catch  also 
included  a  dozen  perch  and  an  eel  of  31b.  The 
barbel  in  this  locality  are  showing  better  than  they 
have  done  for  the  last  ten  years. 


Some  very  fine  pike  were  taken  this  week,  fishing 
from  the  meadow  at  the  Fighting  Cocks  Inn,  near 
Audley  End  Station  (G.E.R.).  Mr.  Leslie  Lea,  of 
London,  and  others  have  enjoyed  excellent  sport. 
Permission  to  fish  can  be  obtained  from  proprietor 
of  the  Fighting  Cocks  Inn. 


Another  "  Lapsus." 
The  report  of  the  doings  of  that  thriving  little 
club,  the  Marlborough,  which  appeared  last  week 
was  signed  "  G.  E.  Allen,  hon.  sec."  Now,  Mr. 
Allen  is  not  the  hon.  sec,  but  the  gentleman  at  the 
helm.  The  one  who  does  the  work  is  Hon.  Sec. 
W.  J.  Hiscox,  and  to  him  must  be  accorded  the 
honour. 


Mr.  Page  Laughlin,  fishing  in  the  Abbotsbrook 
backwater  at  Bourne  End,  recently  "  captured  " 
a  Thames  trout  weighing  71b.  Goz.,  25^in.  long  and 
14jin.  in  girth. 


The  annual  competition  of  the  South  London 
Clubs  at  Yalding  on  Sunday  last  was  a  most  enjoyable 
affair.  Special  facilities  and  reserved  accommoda- 
tion was  very  kindly  arranged  by  the  management  of 
the  S.E.  and  C.R.,  and  merited  the  best  thanks  of 
all  taking  part,  the  stamping  of  tickets,  start  and 
weighing  of  fish  were  expeditiously  carried  out  at 
the  Anchor  Inn  by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade,  G.  Cart- 
wright  and  C.| Chapman,  also  W.  Freeman  Host, 
and  thirty  members  weighed  in  a  very  creditable 
show  of  fish.  The  most  notable  takes  were  : — Mr.  J. 
Payne,  United  Brothers,  51b.  l{oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Raw- 
lings,  Junior  Piscators,  5lb.  5oz. ;  Mr.  F.  Cleminson, 
United  Brothers,  41b.  13Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Sturgess, 
United  Brothers,  31b.  15Joz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Freeman, 
Junior  Piscators  3lb.  4oz.  ;  'Mr.  G.  Miller,  St.  Philips, 
21b.  3Joz.,  members  of  fifteen  societies  took  part. 


"  Hail  smiling  morn !  That  tips  the  hills  with 
gold  (etc.)  ...  At  whose  bright  presence  darkness 
flies  away — flies  away  !  "  Good  song,  although  a 
bit  ancient.  Heard  it  recently,  and  next  week  I  will 
tell  you  how  /  contrive  to  "  Keep  the  Flies  away." 


The  Mick  came  running  along  the  other  morning 
in  a  tremendous  hurry.  "  Hold  on,"  says  I,  stop- 
ping him,  "  why  didn't  you  meet  me  the  other 
morning  as  we  arranged  ?  "  "Be  jabers  !  "  replied 
Mick,  "  I  did  mate  you  at  ten  o'clock  jist  as  you 
said,  but  be  gob  ye  niver  turned  up  !  " 

Dragnet. 
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OGDEN&SCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Anglers  and  Manufacturers  of  every 
Description  of  Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 


SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  &  LOCH  FLIES. 
TESTED  SALMON,  SEA  TROUT,  &  GRILSE  CASTS. 

The  "  MULTUM-IN-PARVO "  Rod,  21/- 

The  " FEATHERWEIGHT"  Roach  Rod. 

This  Rod  is  extremely  light,  in  3  or  4  joints,  highly  finished,  12/6. 
The  same  Rod,  cheaper  style,  T ,  6. 


The  '  TEWKESBURY" 

Roach  and  Bream  Rod. 

11,  12,  and  13  ft.  (very  light),  Cane  Centre,  Greenheart  Top, 
splendid  value,  10/6. 

LIVE  BAIT  &  SPINNING  TACKLE  IN  GREAT  VARIETY. 

AH  Kinds  of  Preserved  Baits  for  Pike  Spinning 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  k  TRODT  TACEE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

With  cork  grip,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  3  jointa,  made' from  flnest  selected  canes,  bronzed 
fittings  throuprhout.  Complete:  9  ft.,  25/-;  10  ft.,  26/- j  11  ft.,  27/-:  12  ft.,  27/6;  13  ft 
ao/-;  14  ft.,  32/-.   These  Rods  are  made  suitable  for  Fly,  Minnow  or  Worm 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE," 

^or^J^i^/lTllt';^;°^r»^f>^^s^^ 

superior  fittings;  2  tops,  9  ft.,  11/6;  10  ft.,  12/-;  11  ft.,  12/6;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 


OUR 
FLIES 


Special   Rang^e,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-. 

pair  Guaranteed. 


Stockingrs,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


WADERS, 


RROAIJPQ  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
"■'Vyva  W  fortable  Brogue  made,  25/-. 

See  oup  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURT0N,.nj:2f'»'.'.".„, 


NEWGASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  HEADY. 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 


ALSO   JUST  PUBLISHED. 


n 


"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4^d.  post  free. 

'    WRITE  FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY. 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"  Halcyon,  Leeds. 


Telesrrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  NE 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods  g  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World. 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E.I. 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check, 
aluminium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout. 
3  in.           3J  in.           4  in.  4^  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLVSTHATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

HINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Kods,  from  4i  ozs.  and  upwards, 

introduced  by  the  tlrra  this  year. 


The  Angler  who  has  NOT 


got  details  of  the  above 
Is  losing  sport. 


Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing,  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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Pfoviiieial  flflgliflS  jlotes 

muat  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  contest  in  aid  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  July  14  at 
Wilmcote,  in  the  Stratford  Canal.  Three  special 
trains  were  chartered  to  convey  the  contestants 
and  Jtheir  friends,  who  numbered  about  1400. 
There  were  1008  contestants,  which  is  the  record 
for  the  society.  The  contest  was  of  two  hours' 
duration,  and  was  fished  under  the  associa- 
tion rules.  The  contestants  fished  from  both  sides 
of  the  canal,  and  covered  near  upon  four  and  a  half 
miles  of  ground.  The  sport  was  very  poor  owing  to 
the  weedy  state  of  the  canal ;  in  places  the  weeds 
were  cut  only  a  few  days  previous  to  the  contest,  this 
considerably  interfered  with  the  fishing,  and  the 
large  number  of  anglers  and  their  friends  walking  up 
and  down  the  banks  did  much  to  scare  the  fish  and 
make  the  catches  small,  as  the  winner's  weight  was 
only  lOJoz.  The  following  are  the  first  six  prize- 
takers  in  the  order  named :  J.  Harrison,  Severn-street 
(club);  J.  Gregg,  Bacchus;  H.  Humphreys,  Gipsy 
Tent;  J.  Cooper,  Gipsy  Tent;  J.  R.  Harborne, 
Canadian  ;  Robinson,  Hearts  of  Oak,  independent  of 
the  first  prize.  The  Severn-street  Club  will  hold  the 
silver  challenge  cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 
The  entrance  fees  to  the  contest  and  the  discount  on 
the  sale  of  railway  tickets  will  do  much  to  augment 
the  fvinds  of  the  society.  All  our  rivers  are  low  and 
rather  fine,  but  still  sport  has  been  good  all  round. 
We  have  had  rather  strong  winds  and  it  has  been 
much  cooler.  The  Avon  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  sport  during  the  week  has  been  good  ;  the  roach 
and  bream  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat.  At  Bidford 
roach  fishing  has  been  excellent,  and  the  members 
of  clubs  renting  the  water  at  Grange  Mills  and 
up  the  river  from  this  place  have  had  splendid 
sport ;  a  tench  of  3Jlb.  was  caught  here  last 
week,  this  is  an  unusual  fish  to  be  taken  from  the 
water.  The  St.  Stephen's  Club  members  have  had 
fine  sport  on  their  water  at  Luddington,  near 
Stratford.  Chub  fishing  with  the  fly  on  the 
Trent  has  been  good.  One  member  of  the  Mid- 
land Piscatorials  caught  twenty-three  fish  last 
week  from  IJlb.  to  2^1b.  each.  Roach,  perch, 
and  dace  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn.  The 
gentle  is  the  best  killing  bait,  but  paste  has 
has  also  been  successful.  Tench  fishing  is  just  now 
at  its  best,  and  some  good  fish  in  quantities  have 
been  taken.  A  member  of  the  Unity  Club,  fishing 
a  private  water,  caught  seven  fish,  the  lot  weigh- 
ing 181b.,  the  largest  21b.  13oz.  Powell's  Pool, 
Sutton  Park,  has  been  fished  for  this  class  of 
fish,  and  five  were  taken  last  week,  weighing  141b. 
Some  grand  roach  have  been  taken  from  Lower 
Witton  reservoir,  and  Earlswood  reservoir  has  pro- 
vided some  good  bream  and  roach.  Canal  fishing 
at  Alrewas  and  Lichfield  has  been  good,  81b.  and 
91b.  are  the  average  catches.  Bream  have  been 
taken  from  the  canal  at  Alvechurch,  and  good  perch 
£Uid  roach  from  the  canal  at  Penkridge. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE.) 

In  all  parts  of  the  Fen  district  anglers  have  been 
very  much  in  evidence  during  the  past  week,  and 
bream  fishermen  have  been  well  rewarded.  Sport 
on  the  Witham  has  not  been  quite  so  brisk  as  in 
other  Fenland  waters.  The  drains  in  the  Boston 
district,  especially  Cowbridge,  have  yielded  wonder- 
fully well,  but  those  who  have  visited  the  Glen  in 
the  Surfleet  district  have  been  the  most  successful. 
Plenty  of  fish  have  weighed  up  to  61b.  apiece,  and 
it  has  been  no  uncommon  experience  for  a  single 
rod  to  kill  two  or  three  stone  of  fish  as  the  result  of 
a  day's  sport.  Roach  fishing  is  now  being  prosecuted 
with  much  vigour  and  success.  Creed  wheat  and 
maggot  baits  have  killed  fish  up  to  l|lb.,  and 
individual  rods  have  creeled  up  to  161b. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  now  in  first-class  trim  for 
general  angling.  The  Driffield  Canal,  from  Whin- 
hill  Lock  down  to  its  entrance  to  the  River  Hull, 
is  alive  with  fish,  and  in  the  Wansford  and  Brigham 
sections  some  grand  roach  and  dace  are  being 
secxired  with  pearl  barley.  Messrs.  Ledger,  Dun- 
bar, Holmes,  and  others  showed  some  nice  samples 
last  week-end.  Odd  trout  of  fair  size  have  also 
been  taken  by  swimming  the  worm  at  the  beck- 
ends.  The  tidal  portion  of  the  river  has  greatly 
improved  during  the  past  week,  and  at  Watton 
Beck  and  Aike  Beck-ends  perch  are  taking  red  worms 
freely,  whilst  at  Wilfholme  and  Pulfin  some  good 
roach  are  being  secured  with  barley  by  swimming 
at  side  just  over  the  masses  of  overhanging  weeds. 
A  few  good  bream  going  from  21b.  to  2Jlb.  each  are 
now  being  taken.    The  River  Ludd  is  also  in  fair 


trim,  and  the  roach  well  on  the  feed,  and  of  good 
size.  The  Alexandra  A.  A.  (of  Hull)  fished  a  match 
on  the  lake  at  Water  Priory  (by  kind  permission  of 
Lord  Nunburnholme),  and  had  some  excellent 
sport,  Mr.  S.  Shaw  taking  first  honours  with 
71b.  6Joz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Wharom  being  second  with 
5lb.  14|fOZ. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  has  been  but  little  done  amongst  the  trout 
in  this  district  during  the  past  week.  Until  a  more 
settled  time  comes  on  again  night  fishing  will 
remain  a  dead  letter.  Of  day  fishing  there  is  very 
little  just  now,  and  what  there  is  is  restricted  to  the 
smaller  becks  and  higher  reaches  of  the  larger  ones. 
A  few  odd  sea-trout  are  being  taken  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Kent.  There  is  rather  a  goodi-ih 
run  of  grili-e  this  year,  and  an  odd  salmon  or  two 
are  running,  but  the  river  is  far  too  low  to  hope  for 
much  chance  of  capture,  with  the  rod,  of  either  of 
these  fish.  The  nets  are  doing  much  better  in  the 
estuaries.  Windermere  has  been  doing  well  amongst 
the  pike  and  perch. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  in  good  order  and  fishing  well. 
Fair  sport  is  reported  from  the  Lune.  News  is 
still  scarce  from  the  Ribble  and  Wyre.  "Peter" 
writes  of  angling  contests  in  Bolton  :  "The  book- 
maker bids  fair  to  ruin  the  sport,"  etc.  "Peter" 
knows  them,  and  the  Bolton  Association  is  power- 
ful, so  they  should  step  in.  For  their  challenge  cup 
contest  to-day,  gudgeon  and  groundbaitare  barred. 
The  Farnworth  i?fesociation  match  last  Saturday  is 
worth  passing  notice,  for  father  and  two  sons  came 
out  1 — 2 — 3  for  cup  and  medals,  and  the  cup  is  now 
Mr.  Heap's  own  property.  The  Union  Club,  Leigh, 
Weaste,  Tankard,  etc.,  were  contesting,  but  the 
CP. A. A.  Championship  kept  most  of  the  clubs 
otherwise  engaged.  To-day  is  the  Junior  Cham- 
pionship at  Worsley. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association,  with 
headquarters  in  this  city,  held  their  groat  annual 
on  Saturday  last.  It  attracted  a  large  entry,  600, 
and  the  club  team  to  win  the  cup  were  the  Wal- 
tonians,  Ashton.  Mr.  F.  Smith  secured  the 
championship  with  a  fair  weight.  By-the-bye,  the 
name  of  F.  Smith  is  a  very  prominent  one  just  at 
present  for  the  name  is  known  in  the  Duchy,  Hulme 
Crown,  Welcomb,  Moss  Side  Socials,  etc.,  clubs,  and 
they  are  different  men  and  all  good  anglers.  Some 
distinct  mark  is  wanted  to  know  them  by.  One  is 
champion  of  CP. A. A.,  another  champion  of  the 
N.A.A.,  and  a  third  is  a  well-known  winner  of  firsts 
in  big  events.  Contests  continue  to  be  the  leading 
items  of  interest,  and  will  be  until  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  weights  in  recent  contests  show 
much  better  sport. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Boisterous  weather  has  been  experienced,  and 
anglers  have  been  handicapped  in  their  outings. 
The  Trent  remains  unusually  low  and  clear,  and  of 
late  the  bottom  weed  has  grown  at  an  alarming  rate. 
I  am  gl&d  to  learn  that  roach  are  coming  on  at  creed 
wheat  at  Shardlow,  for  last  Saturday  afternoon  Mr. 
T.  H.  Birks  and  Mr.  E.  Charlton  creeled  a  nice  lot 
in  the  hole  above  the  salmon  swim.  The  fish  ran  a 
good  size,  several  exceeding  1^-lb.  each.  Previously 
in  the  week  Mr.  Charlton  had  caught  a  couple  of 
barbel,  and  some  grand  sport  amongst  dace  was 
enjoyed  by  Mr.  R.  Bell  and  other  members  of  the 
Wellington  Society.  Although  barbel  are  not  yet 
fully  on,  anglers  are  occasionally  picking  up  fish  at 
such  resorts  as  Beeston  and  Colwick  Weirs,  and 
in  the  Holme  Pierrepont,  Clifton,  and  Wilford 
waters.  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  City  Piscatorials, 
has  creeled  a  substantial  basket  of  roach,  perch, 
bream,  and  e6ls  below  Averham  Weirs,  using  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm.  On  July  12  the  members 
engaged  in  a  competition  for  a  silver  cup  presented 
by  Mr.  E.  G.  Barlow,  the  agent  of  the  Kelham  and 
RoUeston  estates.  Four  hours  were  allowed,  and 
the  majority  of  the  competitors  (twenty-seven  in 
number)  killed  fish.  The  trophy  was  won  by  Mr. 
J.  Holt,  with  Mr.  W.  Rayson  second,  Mr.  A.  Sewell 
third,  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  fourth.  The  tenant  farmers 
also  fished  for  prizes  given  by  the  members  of  the 
society. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Hosts  of  coarse  fish  anglers  have  been  fishing  the 
Severn  and  Avon  during  the  past  seven  days. 
Sport  in  the  Avon  very  poor,  but  fine  baskets  of 
roach  have  been  caught  in  the  Severn  between 
Diglis  Locks  and  Kempsey.  Messrs.  J.  Harris, 
T.  ,  Jones,  H.  Hodges,  of  the  Fountain  Club,  and 
S.  Webb,  T.  Williams,  R.  Thompson,  E.  Hill,  and 
H.  Dowson,  of  the  Working  Men's  Club,  have  been 
iT'^st  successful,  each  having  very  heavy  catches. 


Mr.  S.  Hooper,  of  the  Arboretum  Club,  had  two 

fine  creels  of  roach  and  dace.  The  Sabrina  Club 
fished  their  first  competition  on  Saturday  afternoon 
in  the  Severn,  near  the  Ketch,  L.  Knight  taking  first 
prize.  The  Worcester  City  Club  had  an  outing  to 
Croome  Court  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Earl  of 
Coventry.  Sport  in  the  river  was  not  very  brisk. 
There  are  plenty  of  rudd  in  the  river,  but  very  few 
which  came  up  to  the  7J-inch  measurement  were 
taken,  but  some  fine  tench  were  landed,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Disley  being  Ist  with  three  fine  fish  weighing  41b. 
4oz.  ;  2nd,  W.  Davies,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  3rd,  W. 
Minchin ;  4th,  C  Davis ;  5th,  H.  Cooper ;  6th, 
C  Mapp.  The  day  was  delightful  and  the 
arrangements  capital.  The  Fountain  Club  had 
their  first  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Defford  on 
July  15,  and  sixty -seven  competed,  and  the  follow- 
ing were  the  winners: — 1st,  J.  Lucy;  2nd,  T.  C. 
Payne;  3rd,  T.  Jones;  4th,  J.  Smith;  5th,  F. 
Brigga ;  6th,  A.  Pitt ;  7th,  A.  Rigby  ;  8th,  W.  Bird  ; 
9th,  J.  Bowen ;  some  grand  roach  were  taken.  The 
trout  have  been  off  feed  somewhat,  still  several 
anglers  had  several  brace  of  fine  fish,  Mr.  Martin 
Perks  being  most  successful,  he  had  a  nice  creel 
of  fish. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  good  many  local  anglers  were  out  on  Saturday, 
July  14,  and  some  enjoyable  sport  with  fairly 
successful  results  was  experienced.  Generally 
speaking,  the  waters  were  low  and  clear,  the 
necessity  for  strong  freshets  being  apparent. 
The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  Angling  Society  visited 
Sutton-on-Derwent  for  their  first  match  of  the 
season  in  the  club  waters.  The  weather  was 
beautifully  fine,  and  four  hours*  fishing  ensued. 
Catches  were  moderate,  the  highest,  made  by  W. 
Dugdale,  being  1  lb.  6oz.  Newton-on-Ouse  wit- 
nessed several  opening  matches.  Members  of  the 
George  Inn  A. A.  were  fishing  from  3.30  till  7  p.m., 
and  ;^8ecured  81b.  IJoz.  of  fish.  Each  competitor 
made  a  catch,  the  biggest,  21b.  12Joz.,  falling  to 
E.  Daniel.  A  number  of  rodmen  connected  with 
different  clubs  tried  the  waters  at  Elvington  for  the 
first  time  this  season.  York  Burton  Lane  Working 
Men's  A.  A.  had  nearly  a  score  present,  of  whom 
J.  Tillott  did  best  with  lib.  r2oz;  the  aggregate 
quantity' taken  was  131b.  4^oz.  The  Leeman-road 
W.M.A.C.  found  very  little  sport  practicable.  Of 
the  twenty-six,  however,  twenty-two  weighed  in. 
R.  Thompson  with  21b.  7Joz.  was  at  the  head  and 
won  Mr.  Melrose's  special;  H.  Nicholls,  lib.  7oz. 
was  second,  and  he  and  A.  Bolton  and  H.  J. 
Howden  were  awarded  specials.  St.  Olave's  Club 
made  a  very  moderate  catch.  Layerthorpe  Adult 
School  Social  Club  did  fairly  well ;  W.  Lawson 
having  21b.  13oz.,  J.  Coates  2lb.  5ioz.,  and  A. 
Audair  21b.  4oz.  E.  Watson  took  the  largest  fish 
for  the  King  William  IV.  Club,  at  Cottingwith,  but 
the  catch  all  round  was  very  moderate.  The  annual 
match  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association  took 
place  at  Ribston  Park,  in  the  club  waters.  Wind 
and  rain  notwithstanding,  some  good  specimens 
were  taken.  J.  Flatan,  Leeds,  had  fish  which 
weighed  51b.  0|oz.,  and  he  holds  the  cup  for  a  year. 
S.  Moore,  41b.  22-oz.,  was  second,  and  H.  Oliver, 
41b.  IJoz.,  third. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Rain  has  fallen,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
materially  affect  the  rivers,  which  are  low  and  need 
a  freshening  up  in  most  instances.  On  the  principal 
salmon  waters  sport  has  been  about  up  to  the 
usual  standard,  though  better  sport  was  looked 
forward  to.  Peal,  though  numerous,  have  not 
afforded  good  sport,  except  at  a  few  places,  notably 
the  Galway  river  and  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen 
(co.  Mayo).  Sea-trout  fishing  has  yielded  well 
generally  speaking,  chiefly  on  those  waters  near  or 
connected  with  the  Atlantic.  Sea  angling  does  not 
appear  to  have  furnished  the  usual  sport  had  at 
this  time  at  any  place.  Cases  of  poaching  continue 
to  crop  up  notwithstanding  the  smart  penalties 
inflicted  on  convicted  poachers  for  some  time  past. 
Quite  recently  convictions  took  place  at  Killorglin 
(CO.  Kerry)  and  Skibbereen  (oo.  Cork),  heavy  fines 
being  imposed  in  each  case.  Poaching  is  the  bane 
of  the  Irish  Inland  Fisheries,  and  though  kept 
within  bounds  in  some  districts,  it  is  pretty  rife  in 
others.  Want  of  sufficient  funds  for  preservation 
purposes  appears  to  be  the  excuse. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY'S 
COMPETITION  AT  AMBERLEY 
ON  JULY  1. 

The  prizes  won  in  the  above  competition  will 
be  distributed  on  Monday,  July  30,  at  the  French 
Horn,  Lambeth  Walk,  on  which  occasion  a  concert 
will  ihe  held,  commencing  at  8.30  for  9  o'clock 
sharp. — Hon.  Sec. 
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ifloles  from  l^e  Wovti). 


The  anticipated  floods  have  not  yet  come,  and 
angling  is  being  conducted  under  the  severest  con- 
ditions of  a  protracted  drought. 


Professor  Cash  is  about  the  only  angler  of  note 
doing  anything  on  the  Crathes  Dee  water  at  Ban- 
chory. He  is  getting  some  grilse,  some  sea-trout, 
and  lots  of  brown  trout. 


Telegraphic  communication  between  Shetland, 
Faroe  and  Iceland  will  be  in  full  working  order  by 
the  end  of  August. 


During  the  past  spring  Mr.  Mackay,  Bridge - 
street,  Aberdeen,  inaugurated  a  system  of  marking 
kelt  finnock  with  a  silver  wire  by  anglers  fishing 
the  tidal  reaches.  Over  a  hundred  fish  were  thus 
marked. 


One  of  the  marked  fish  was  recaptured  on  July  14 
in  the  nets  of  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board — a  sea- 
trout  weighing  2]lb.  All  the  marked  finnock  were 
under  a  pound  (or  supposed  to  be  so),  but  until 
several  others  are  recovered  no  fuial  conchisions  can 
be  arrived  at. 


The  grilse  season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  most 
East  Coast  streams  should  now  be  at  its  best  were 
there  waters  to  let  them  up.  The  sea-trout  are 
also  running  up  well,  and  the  season  promises  to 
be  a  good  one. 


Father  Mcintosh  has  been  recruiting  at  Garve 
and  enjoying  some  excellent  brown  trout  angling 
there.  It  is  a  long  way  into  the  West  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  but  to  one  who  does  not  mind  a  bit 
of  travel  and  who  really  wants  a  veritable  angler's 
paradise,  Garve  is  the  place  to  go  to. 

Special  Scotch. 


Ilssoctofiotts,  etc. 


Anglebs'  Association. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  the  Vice-President,  occupied 
the  chair  at  the  monthly  delegate  meeting  held  on 
July  16.  Fifty-eight  societies  were  represented; 
sighty-eight  delegates  attended.  Two  new  hono- 
rary bailiffs  were  appointed  ;  £20  drawn  for  further 
rents  of  fisheries,  and  two  guineas  subscribed  to 
the  newly-formed  River  Lea  Protection  Association, 
(vhich  held  its  first  meeting  on  July  5,  when  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Beckett  and  F.  A.  Gray  were  elected  to 
serve  on  its  council.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  was  also 
elected  on  the  same  council,  but  as  a  resident  rate- 
payer of  Hackney,  the  others  serving  as  representa- 
tives of  the  Anglers'  Association.  To  fill  the 
racancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Close 
Mr.  J.  Powles-West  was  elected  a  trustee.  The 
question  of  water-bailiffs  employed  to  look  after 
the  fisheries  on  the  river  Stort  was  discussed,  the 
decison  being  that  matters  should  rest  as  at  present 
until  more  definite  information  is  received  of  likely 
alterations  in  the  control  of  the  river.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  shield  conxmittee  will  be  August  3. 
Ihe  issue  of  privilege  tickets  is  very  satisfactory, 
being  in  advance  of  previous  years.  Already 
J, 900  tickets  have  been  taken  up. — R.  G.  Wood- 

8UFF. 

Anglo-French  Piscatokial  Society. 
At  the  general  meeting  held  at  the  Cercle  Fran^ais 
an  July  18  two  new  members  were  elected.  The 
prize  outing  to  Edenbridge  (Stafford  Wood)  on 
July  28,  29,  was  definitely  arranged.  Leave 
London  5.17  on  Satxirday.  The  headquarters 
will  be  the  Royal  Oak.  M.  Claverie  has  the  arrange- 
ments in  hand,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any 
lady  or  gentleman  desirous  of  being  present  as 
3arly  as  possible.  The  most  successful  anglers 
luring  the  week  were  Mrs.  Abrahams,  81b.  of  nice 
:'oach  from  Boxmoor  ;  A.  Abrahams,  jun.,  roacli  ; 
R.  Jacobs,  fishing  the  Ouse  at  Huntingdon,  had 
30or  sport  ;  M.  Claverie  (Staines),  roach  ;  M. 
Franco  (Rickmansworth),  perch  ;  M.  Fischer 
^Esher),  8?b.  roach. — R.  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  July  11.  It  was 
iecided  that  the  "  sides  "  match,  fixed  for  July  22, 
should  take  place  in  the  Harefield  section  of  the 
society's  water,  start  at  10.30  a.m.  from  the  Fisheries 
Hotel,  and  assemble  there  again  at  7  p.m.  for  tea. 
rho  club  outing  and  match  fixed  for  Aug.  6,  will 
ilso  take  place  in  the  Harefield  section.  Two 
aominations  for  membership  were  put  forward,  and 
I  new  member  was  elected.  All  members  who  wish 
;o  enter  for  the  club  cup  competition  must  please 
lotify  the  secretary  in  accordance  with  the  notices 


which  have  been  posted.  The  principal  fishing 
results  are  : — Mr.  Beatley,  bai-bol,  from  Cookham  ; 
Mr.  Sage,  two  fair-sized  eels  from  Harefield,  wliore 
also  on  July  15,  Mr.  Wood-Hariott  had  twelve 
roach,  weighing  just  under  121b.  (best  1  lb.  8Joz. 
and  1  lb.  (5oz.),  and  Mr.  Rodbur  some  nice  perch  ; 
Mr.  Hailstone  also  creeled  dace  with  a  fly.  Mr. 
Yarham  had  a  nvimber  of  perch,  also  chub,  from 
the  Uxbridge  section  of  the  society's  fishing,  but 
matters  piscatorial  have  been  quiet. — E.  B. 

Brdsty  Anglers'  Association. 
The  July  outing  of  the  Briny  Anglers  was  held 
on  July  15  in  the  form  of  a  yacht  outing  to  the 
Knock  buoy.  Competitors  left  London  on  July  14, 
going  straight  on  board  the  yacht,  wliere  plenty  of 
fun  but  very  little  sleep  was  obtained.  On  the 
Sunday  the  weather  was  rather  rough,  the  wind 
freshening  considerably.  Fishing  was  consequently 
rather  an  uncomfortable  job,  though  fair  sport 
was  obtained.  At  two  o'clock  the  order  to  cease 
was  given,  and  the  yacht  was  headed  for  Sheerness 
for  an  inspection  of  the  numerous  warships  there, 
and  after  a  most  enjoyable  time,  landing  in  the 
evening  at  Southend.  The  prize-winners  were 
Messrs.  Hulbert,  Jones,  and  Thomson. — E.  O.  J. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding, 
was  held  at  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday, 
July  17.  As  usual,  some  nice  fish  were  exhibited 
on  this  occasion  part  of  a  good  catch  by  Mr.  E.  J. 
Orpin.  The  "  ladies'  competition  "  and  outing  to 
Wraysbury  on  July  14  had  proved  a  grand  success, 
a  record  attendance  being  attained.  The  chairman 
presented  to  various  members,  on  behalf  of  the 
winners,  the  following  prizes  taken  vipon  tlie 
occasion  :  First  prize,  won  by  Mrs.  E.  H.  Cox  with 
a  fine  perch  of  nearly  IJlb.  ;  second  prize,  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Thompson,  another  good  perch ;  tliird 
prize,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Lom  on,  dace  ;  fom'th  prize 
(minor  fish).  Miss  Dryden,  nine  fish  ;  good  perch 
were  also  taken  by  Mrs.  Isaacs  and  Mrs.  Tyei'man. 
Mr.  Orpin's  catch,  above  mentioned,  consisted  of 
nine  chub  up  to  4flb.,  and  twenty-foiu-  good  dace  ; 
Mr.  Ranken  also  had  a  nice  catch — nine  tench,  best, 
41b.  7oz.,  besides  twelve  eels.  It  was  announced 
that  on  the  occasion  of  bream  competition  on 
July  24  a  bronze  medal  would  be  awarded  for  the 
three  best  fish,  usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions.  A 
gentleman  was  nominated  for  election — ballot 
July  31.  The  great  success  of  the  ladies'  com- 
petition brought  forth  many  suggestions  regarding 
a  similar  fixture  in  the  future,  and  prizes  in  con- 
nection therewith  were  offered  by  Messrs.  E.  H. 
Cox,  G.  W.  Thompson,  and  D.  Isaacs.  A  prize 
was  also  offered  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox  for  the  first  pike 
of  101b.  or  over,  weghed  in  at  a  meeting. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  July  18  at  oiu- 
ordinary  meeting,  when  a  good  deal  of  important 
business  was  transacted.  Not  many  members 
reported  captures,  but  Mr.  J.  F.  C.  Gehrling  weighed 
in  201b.  of  barbel,  the  largest  fish  timiing  the  scale 
at  5lb.  Ifoz.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  heats 
for  the  first  round  of  the  club  championship  must 
be  decided  on  or  before  July  25,  and  the  result 
reported  to  the  secretary  on  that  date,  when  the 
draw  for  the  second  round  will  take  place.  Mr. 
Linsdell  had  the  most  cvirious  experience  of  hooking 
and  landing  a  roach  over  a  pound  whilst  plumbing 
the  depth  of  the  stream  he  was  fishing. — S.  R. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
(July  16)  meeting,  but  angling  experiences  were 
few  and  far  between,  many  of  the  members  being 
away  holiday  making.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  a 
brace  of  trout  at  Pangbourne,  but  returned  both 
fish  On  the  Itchen  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and 
A.  C.  Poole  took  some  nice  trout  and  grayling  up 
to  1  lb.  12oz.  The  first-named  gentleman  had  an 
imique  experience.  He  was  fishing  with  a  Mole 
fly,  and  in  ten  minutes  had  on  four  good  trout,  but 
lost  all.  His  best  fish  took  a  variant  of  tlie  blue 
quill  dressed  with  abnormally  long  hackle.  Roach 
are  feeding  at  LTxbridge,  and  are  in  fair  condition. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Watford  Piscators. 
The  following  have  weighed  in  this  week  : — 
Trout,  41b.  8oz.,  caught  with  a  fly  (Coachman)  ; 
tench,  31b.  6oz.  ;  eels,  31b.  Ooz.  and  21b.  12Joz. 
These  have  been  caught  in  their  newly-acquired 
waters.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy that  the  pollution  of  the  river  Colne, 
caused  by  the  effluent  from  the  Bushey  Sewage 
Farm,  had  been  taken  up  by  the  River  Purification 
Committee,  and  it  was  decided  to  serve  a  formal 
notice  on  the  new  authority,  the  Bushey  Urban 
District  Council,  requiring  the  discontinuance  of 
the  pollution. — A.  Masser. 


THE  SOLWAY  FISHERIES. 


A  MEETtNO  of  the  Carlisle  Eden  Fishery  Board 
was  held  at  Carlisle  on  July  14.  Mr.  Maclnnes,  of 
Rickerby,  presided.  The  watching  committee  of 
the  board  presented  a  report,  giving  the  results  of 
a  conference  which  had  been  held  between  delegates 
representing  the  Eden,  Annan,  and  Nith  Fishery 
Boards  at  Carlisle.  The  report  stated  that  the  con- 
ference mianimously  agreed  that  it  was  desirable 
to  assimilate  the  weeky  close  time  on  the  two  sides 
of  the  Solway.  At  present  the  close  time  varies 
on  the  two  sides  of  the  firth,  and  the  spectacle  was 
often  presented  of  the  fi.shermcn  on  the  one  side 
engaged  in  their  calling,  while  those  on  the  other 
side  were  compulsorily  idle  because  of  the  conflicting 
weekly  close  time.  The  system  has  been  fruitful  of 
many  bitter  complaints  for  years.  The  idea  of  the 
conference  was  to  suggest  a  remedy.  The  delegates, 
while  agreeing  that  there  should  bo  a  uniform  close 
time,  came  to  the  conclasion  that  it  should  never  bo 
less  than  forty-two  hours — namely,  from  noon  on 
Saturday  to  0  a.m.  on  Monday  morning. 

The  Eden  Board  have  already  j)ower  to  vary  the 
close  time,  but  the  Scottish  Boards  do  not  enjoy 
such  a  privilege,  and  the  Scottish  delegates  imder- 
took  to  endeavour  to  obtain  it  by  means  of  a  short 
Bill  in  Parliament. 

The  conference  discussed  the  question  of  the  size 
of  mesh  of  the  nets  used  in  the  Solway  Firth.  The 
English  delegates  were  in  favour  of  a  return  being 
made  to  the  statutory  8in.  mesh — that  is,  8in.  round 
- — in  the  hope  of  the  supply  of  sea-trout  being 
increased,  but  the  Scottish  delegates  seemed  un- 
willing to  fall  in  with  this  suggestion  or  to  give  up 
their  standard  mesh  of  7in.  all  the  year  round.  Tlie 
result  was  that  no  decision  was  come  to  on  this 
point,  but  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  have  power 
to  vary  the  size  of  mesh,  with  7in.  as  a  minimum. 
The  English  delegates  expressed  a  hope  that  before 
long  a  movement  in  the  direction  indicated  might 
be  made. 

The  report  laid  before  the  meeting  was  adopted, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Board  share  with  the 
Scottish  Boards  referred  to  the  expense  of  an  unop- 
posed Bill  to  enable  them  to  vary  the  close  time,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  made  uniform  on  both  sides 
of  the  Solway.  \\r,  \Y. 


SUPERSTITION. 


At  Preston  Pans  the  two  following  superstitions 
exist  among  the  fishermen  of  that  place  : — If,  on 
their  way  to  their  boats,  they  meet  a  pig,  they  at 
once  turn  back  and  defer  their  embarkation.  The 
event  is  an  omen  that  bodes  ill  for  their  fishery.  It 
is  a  favourite  custom  to  set  sail  on  the  Simday  for 
the  fishing  grounds.  A  clergyman  of  the  town  is 
said  to  pray  against  their  Sabbath  breakmg  ;  and, 
to  prevent  any  injury  accruing  from  his  praj-ers, 
the  fishermen  make  a  small  image  of  rags,  and  burn 
it  on  the  top  of  their  chimneys. — Notes  and  Queries. 

The  herring  fishing  being  very  backward  in  1855, 
some  of  the  fishermen  of  Buckie,  Banffshire,  dressed 
a  cooper  in  a  flannel  shirt,  with  burs  stuck  all  over 
it,  and  in  this  condition  he  was  carried  in  procession 
through  the  town  in  a  hand-barrow.  This  was 
done  "  to  brmg  better  luck "  to  the  fishing.  It 
happened,  too,  in  a  village  where  there  were  no 
fewer  than  nine  churches  and  chapels  of  various 
kinds  and  thirteen  schools. — Banff  Journal. 

Mr.  Henderson,  in  his  "  Folklore  of  the  Northern 
Counties  of  England,"  says  that  the  followin^r  in- 
cident was  related  to  him  by  the  late  Canon  Humble, 
and  which  is  remarkable  as  e\-incing  in  North  Britain 
a  tone  of  mind  rather  medie\-al  than  modern.  "  ^\'lien 
the  Reverend  G.  J.  first  went  to  officiate  m  the 
remote  seaside  village  of  Matfen,  where  almost  all 
the  congregation  were  fisher-folk,  he  was  far  from 
popular  among  them.  However,  it  happened  that 
he  was  imited  to  go  out  to  sea  for  a  night  during 
the  fishing  season.  He  went,  and  on  the  return  home 
in  the  morning  the  number  of  fishes  in  that  boat  was 
found  to  be  153,  the  same  as  at  the  miraculous 
draught  of  fishes  recorded  in  St.  John  xxi.  From 
that  hour  the  people's  feeling  towards  their  pastor 
changed.  They  one  and  all  bowed  to  the  will  of 
Hea\-en  thus  made  known  in  his  fa\-our,  and 
acknowledged  him  to  be  a  true  fisherman  in  the 
bark  of  St.  Peter." 

Mr.  Willmott  Dixon,  on  Sept.  18,  1880.  wrote  thus 
to  the  editor  of  Notes  and  Queries  : — "  The  following 
superstition  is  current  among  the  fishermen  of  the 
Isle  of  jMan  : — To  catch  the  first  '  bumble-bee ' 
seen  in  the  spring,  and  carry  it  out  '  to  the  fishing  ' 
is  considered  a  sure  talisman  for  good  luck.  I  was 
told  this  when,  on  seeing  '  a  bumble  bee  '  imprisoned 
in  an  inx  ertcd  tumbler  in  a  fisherman's  cottage,  I 
enquired  the  reason  for  its  imprisonment." 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  charming-  Dopsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unettualled  for  its  excBl' 
lent  Fishing,  botit  from 
Slioro  anti  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  MaekCFel 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  RussEEii, 

9,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr.  A.  EowEEL, 

Westham,  Weymouth, 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  tlie  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRiPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

OfBcial  Guide,  Tourist  Programme  j)ost  free  from 
DAVID  MACBRAYNE,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  I)i.ttiti>)Hislied  Viit  ronin/e. 
This  much-frequented  and  coiiifortably-fiiri'iished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  tlie  Ytnan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  Kiver,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  apiHication  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen," 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


FREE  FISHING  ON  THREE  LOUGHS. 

Houseiwithin  30  yards  of  best  fishing  on  Mask. 
25  minutes'  drive  to  Corrib.  40  minutes  to 
Nafooney.  Boats  and  men  always  in  readiness, 
also  3  miles  of  river  fishing  convenient  to  Lodge, 
and  surrounded  by  1,600  acres  of  mixed  shooting, 
consisting  of  Grouse,  Partridge,  Cock,  Hare  and 
Snipe.  Lough  and  rivers  strictly  preserved  by 
Ma,sk  and  Cara  Fishery  A.ssociation.  Ballinrol>e, 
nearest  station,  M.G.W.R.  Terms  moderate. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to — 
P.  SUStMEEVILLE, 

Kilbride  Lodge,  Co.  Galway. 


ANGLING  ! 

MGGIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louislturgli,  Co,  IVIayOf 
Ireland. 

Kight  of  letHng  rods  on  I^ouisburgh  River 
secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Siigo. 

RIVER  STRICTLY  PRESERVED. 

Season  commenced  1st  June.    Tourist  Car 
passes  daily. 

Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  application  to 
Proprietress,  MARY  McGIRR. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FEEE  PISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  Trout, 
Brown  Trout,  aud  Sea  Fishing,  Aug., 
Sept.,  Oct.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured  of 
splendid  sport  with  Fly.  The  sporting 
Hotel  of  Shetland ;  comfortable ;  good 
cuisine ;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  Loudon  first  train  Monday. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stibling,  O.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


APARTMENTS  TO  LET 

at  Farmhouse  (new)  on  the  banks  of  the 

RIVER  DOVEY,  NORTH  WALES, 

viz.,  large  Dining  and  Sitting  Eooms 
three  or  four  Bedrooms,  Bathroom,  &c. 
with  Mixed  Shooting ;  every  home  com 
fort  and  attendance.    Apply —  ■ 

Mr.  J.  JONES,  Dolfonddu,  Gemmaes 
Montgomery,  Wales. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD, 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  e.xcelleut  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Head<iuarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Proprietor. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Otlices  at  the  same  address. 


CITY  or  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esij.,  M.P, 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "  The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.\V.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOUD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgale  Street,  E.C.  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  'Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  Janvxiry  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Jiociety. 

Members  have  Fishiiig  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmanswortli  to  near  Denham, 
Uxiuidge  (G.  'W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefield 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Haretleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
P^ys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


To  AN  II  riiUM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLANO, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  Of  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  District  Super- 
intendent or  Agent,  or  to  Mr.  .1.  Elliott,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Lint:,  Driiiy,  for  Cheap  Ticket 
Piogrammes,  Pocket  Tiiiie-ta  ties,  Cuidcs,  Ac. 
Chief  London  Passenger  OHicu  :  St.  Pancras 
Station,  N.W. 

JOHN  MATHIESON, 

DEKBVr,  1906.  General  Manager. 


RHEUMATISIVI. 

THE  "DROITWICH  CURE 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


7^ 


DROITWICH  ( 
BRINE 


iiir>  Wholesale  only  of 
I  WESTON&WESTALLLTD 
JASTCHEAPXONDOtlK; 

on  having 

ill£GenuineDroil-wich  BrineCRYSTilLS 


Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affeetions,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&c.,  &c. 

OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  CHEMISTS 


To  be  Let  at  Michaelmas. 

GOOD  FISHING 

(two  miles) 
On  the  RIVER  AVON, 

Trout  and  Coarse  Fish,  and  nearly 
70  acres  of  Shooting. 

H.  Radclifpe,  Burgate,  Pordinghridge. 


MADAME  TUSSAUD'S 
EXHIBITION. 

The  most  Popular,  Interesting,  Instructive 
and  Inexpensive  House  of  Entertainment 
in  London. 

In  connection  with  Trains  and  'Buses  from  all 
]iarts. 

COOL  AND  WELL  V KNTI LAT K I). 

UP-'t  O-DATt:  A  DDITIONS. 

Wadame  Tussaud's  Exliibiiion  Band. 

DnnouTi.'OL  Music  !      ,  Delightful  Music  ! 
Realistic  Tableau  representing 

THE  BURNING  THE  BURNING 

OF  ROME.  OF  ROME. 

Mr.  BKHKlioHM  True  in  the  Character  of  NERO. 
AND  MANY  OTHER 

TA&LEAUX.  SCENES,  &c. 

Most  valuable  Collection  of  Relics, 

Pictures,  and  Works  of  Art. 

CHILDREN'S  CHILDREN'S 
GALLERY.  GALLERY. 
Numerous  Attractions  for  the  Young. 
Band  in  Tea  Room.         Afternoon  Teas. 

NEW  RESTAURANT  AND  BUFFET. 

Popular  Prices  and  every  convenience. 

Admission, Is. ;  Children  under  12,  6d.; 
Extra  Rooms,  6d. 
Open  from  9  till  fO, 

Madame  Tussaud's  Exhibition. 


FLY-DRESSING  MATERIALS  AND 

APPLIANCES  OF  EVERY  KIND. 

British  and  Foreign  Feathers,  Furs,  Hooks,  Gut, 
Silk,  Tinsels,  &c.  Natural  Dun  Hackles  of 
every  shade.  Supplied  hy  Mrs.  R.  'T.  Williams, 
widow  of  the  late  Richard  T.  Williams,  Prac- 
tical Angler,  Fly-dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Maker,  Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Established 
80  years,    pj^jf,^  LISTS  FREE. 


Roach f  Bream,  Perch, 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  acsommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

,.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


Cast  yoiE  Eyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  eciual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 

Against  All  Casualties  ? 

if;^jmot,  why  not? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Piospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Aeeidents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 


Fhr  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted)- 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  tlie  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
tills  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  tile  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
"  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address. 


The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

HE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Iiimited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  jhould  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualtj 
iNsnRANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London.  S.  W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

"wx  r.sc»nr  x.xzirz:. 

First  class  Eoyal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 

Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THUS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  GELLATLY  &  CO.,  61,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  IJOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
S.W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus:  or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Feiichurch 
Street,  B.C. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
S.  A. — The  fish  from  Deal  is  Syngnathus  acua  (the 
Great  Pipefish),   and  is  occasionally  caught  all 
round  our  coasts. 


letters  to  the  Ebltor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
amnions  expressed  by  ottr  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  ONJ  ACHILL  ISLAND. 

'~  Deak  Sib, — I  note  in  a  back  number  of  the 
Fishing  [Gazette  which  I  have  just  seen  that  a  corre- 
spondent commits  himself  to  the  statement  that 
there  is  no  fishing  on  Achill  Island.  In  justice  to 
Mr.  Sheridan,  of  the  Slievemore  Hotel,  I  think  it 
right  to  say  that,  quite  apart  from  the  sea-fishing, 
which,  for  those  who  care  to  venture  a  little,  is 
magnificent,  there  is  a  very  decent  sea-trout  lake 
on  the  island,  and  within  two  miles  or  so  of  the 
hotel.  I  have  killed  many  sea-trout  there  up  to 
41b.  weight,  and  they  not  infrequently  exceed  that. 
Mr.  Sheridan,  I  believe,  charges  2s.  6d.  a  day  for  the 
right  of  fishing,  including  boat.  For  those  who 
care  for  them,  the  lake  is  also  full  of  the  inevitable 
brown  trout  of  three  or  four  to  the  pound,  a  1  lb. 
fish  being  a  good  one.  Using  small  flies  and  fine 
tackle  it  does  not  take  much  trovible  to  fill  a  bag 
with  them.  The  only  reason  why  most  anglers  do 
not  do  so  is  that  (firstly)  they  are  after  the  sea- 
trout,  and.  again,  they  do  not  use  fine  enough  casts 
and  flies  of  the  requisite  smallness  to  ensvire  success. 
The  sea -fishing  for  pollack,  conger,  etc.,  with 
rod  and  line  is  superb,  though  here  again  fineness 
of  tackle  is  everything  if  one  wants  enormous  takes. 
I  have  on  many  occasions,  staying  at  the  Slieve- 
more Hotel,  taken  pollack  by  the  hundredweight, 
the  fish  running  from  71b.  to  171b.  To  anyone  who 
went  at  it  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  and  not  as  we  did, 
only  for  an  hour  or  two,  the  fishing  would  come  as  a 
revelation.  The  only  essential  seemed  to  be  fine 
but  strong  tackle,  for  when  we  used  coarser  casts 
the  results  appreciably  fell  off.  Add  to  the  above 
a  knowledge  of  the  haunts  of  the  fish  and  a  deter- 
mination to  visit  the  more  distant  "  banks,"  and 
success  is  certain. — Yom-s  truly, 

M.  R.  L.  White. 


ACHILL. 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  June  23,  "  Piscator  " 
lays  "  there  are  no  good  quarters  at  Achill."  I 
lave  stayed  in  four  or  five  places  on  the  island  during 
ny  fishing  excursions  there,  and  I  do  not  agree  with 
aim.  There  are  half  a  score  places  in  Dugort  alone, 
juite  equal  to  satisfying  a  fairly  fastidious  angler  ; 
Desides  the  Slievemore  Hotel,  at  which  even  the 
jarapered  aristocrat  might  stay  and  perchance  return 
ilive.  There  is  a  sea-trout  lough  in  the  island  which 
5an  be  sampled  for  a  small  fee  paid,  I  believe,  at 
ihe  above  hotel.  Of  the  quality  I  cannot  speak, 
rhe  sea-fishing  off  Dooagh  and  in  Keem  Bay  I  can 
say,  from  experience,  is  very  good.  The  boats  are  a 
£Lnd  of  coracle.  The  pollack,  coalfish,  and  conger 
'un  large,  and  require  strong  tackle.  The  scenery 
)f  the  island  is  grand.  He  who  can  wander  on 
Ichill  Head  and  gaze  unmoved  from  the  cliffs  of 
yroagh-haun  on  the  heaving  ocean  beneath  has  a 
loul  which  Nature's  sublime  sermons  will  never 
ouse  to  life  again. — Yours  truly, 

F.  G.  Hawaed. 
P.S. — I  believe  the  usual  keeled  boat  exists  on 
he  Dugort  side  of  the  island  in  plenty,  but  the 
)etter  fishing  is  from  Keel,  Dooagh,  and  Keem  Bay, 
icross  the  island. 


TROUT  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  used  the  dry-fly  on  some  of 
iur  streams  with  considerable  success  during  the 
ast  three  years.  Although  our  brown  trout  are  not 
o  large  as  the  rainbows  of  the  Rotorua  and  Waikato 
listricts  we  get  some  very  good  baskets  at  times, 
ly  best  basket  last  season  was  one  containing  seven 
rout  of  a  total  weight  of  21  lb.,  all  caught  on  the 
Iry-fly  with  a  3x  cast  and  a  No.  I  or  2  hook.  The 
oUowing  dressing  I  foimd  most  killing  during  tlie 
irst  three  months  of  the  season  : — Wings,  cock 
ilackbird  wing  ;  body,  dark  brown  quill,  split  from 
luill  of  landrail's  wing  feather ;  hackle,  dark 
)och-y-Bondhu  cock  ;  whisks,  dark  undyed  gallina  ; 
lOok,  No.  1  or  2.  This  is  an  excellent  imitation 
f  a  fly  which  is  very  plentiful  durmg  the  early 
aonths  of  the  season. 

.  I  have  found  that  after  using  a  fly  for  an  hour  or 
3ss  that  the  wings,  in  spite  of  being  double  and  also 
laraffined,  became  broken  up  and  also  very  sodden 
nd  difficult  to  dry,  necessitating  a  more  frequent 
hange  of  fly  than  I  liked.  To  obviate  these  troubles 
have  latterly  been  in  the  habit  of  painting  the 
rtngs  with  a  very  thin  coating  of  the  rubber  solution 
rhich  cyclists'  uso  for  repairing  pneumatic  tyres. 


The  wings  should  be  painted  the  day  before  they  are 
used.  The  solution  does  not  seem  to  interfere  either 
with  the  colour  o^  the  transparency  of  the  wings, 
and  as  it  stiffens  them  to  some  extent,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  make  the  wings  double.  Before  using 
the  flies  I  paraffin  tliem  all  over.  I  have  found  that 
flies  treated  in  this  way  float  splendidly,  and  that 
the  wings  do  not  become  sodden,  nor  do  their 
fibres  come  apart.  It  does  not  do  to  paint  the  wings 
before  tying  on  the  hook,  because  the  tying  silk 
cuts  through  the  stiffened  and  unyielding  fibres. 
— Yours  truly,  Blackbibd. 

FISHING    NEAR    NEWCASTLE— DRESSINGS 
OF  SALMON  FLIES. 

De.\r  Str, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
will  kindly  inform  mo  if  there  is  any  good  salmon  or 
trout  fishing  to  be  had  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ; 
also  the  dressings  of  Silver  Wilkinson  and  Butcher 
salmon  flies. — Yours  truly.     Red  Spinner,  Jun. 

[I  advise  "  Red  Spinner,  Jun.,"  to  consult  Mr. 
Murton,  the  fishing-tackle  maker  of  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  as  to  the  fishing  there.  The  dressing  of  the 
Silver  Wilkinson  is — tag,  silver|thread  ;  tail,  golden 
pheasant  topping  and  scarlet  ibis  ;  butt,  scarlet 
wool  ;  body,  silver  tinsel,  ribbed  with  silver  oval  ; 
hackle,  magenta  at  shoulder,  dark  blue  at  throat  ; 
wing,  fibres  of  bustard,  red  and  mauve  dyed  swan 
feathers,  golden  pheasant  tail  and  tippet,  woodduck 
not  barred,  white  turkey,  two  long  and  two  short 
jimgle  cock  feathers  topping  over  all  ;  cheeks,  light 
blue  chatterer  ;  horns,  blue  and  yellow  macaw  ; 
head,  black  wool.  Butcher. — Tag,  silver  twist  and 
dark  yellow  silk  ;  tail,  a  lopping,  teal,  and  powdered 
blue  macaw  ;  butt,  black  herl  ;  body,  in  four  equal 
divisions,  beginning  with  light  red  claret,  and  con- 
tinuing with  light  blue,  dark  red  claret,  and  dark 
blue  seal's  f ui-  ;  hackle,  natural  black,  from  light  red 
claret  seal's  fur  ;  throat,  yellow  hackle  and  gallina  ; 
wings,  one  tipped  feather,  and  a  breast  feather  from 
the  golden  pheasant,  back  to  back,  tied  edgeways, 
the  points  of  the  breast  feather  extending  to  the 
length  of  the  wing,  both  well  covered  on  the  side 
with  slight  strips  of  teal,  golden  pheasant  tail, 
gallina;  bustard,  and  peacock  wing,  with  strands  of 
parrot'  and  swan  dyed  yellow,  and  two  strips  of 
mallard  at  top  ;  horns,  blue  macaw  ;  cheeks, 
chatterer  ;  head,  black  herl. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  SHEPPERTON  WEIR. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply  to  the  letter  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  signed  "  Shepperton." 

I  have  fished  Shepperton  Tmnbling  Bay  for 
many  years  (I  presume  "  Shepperton  "  means  the 
bay  in  his  letter),  and  have  fished  it  this  year  twice 
a  week  since  April  1  up  to  the  present  date.  I  have 
never  seen  or  heard  of  more  than  five  or  six  persons 
fishing  there  on  any  one  day. 

I  have  seen  ahnost  as  many  small  trout  taken 
between  April  1  and  June  16  as  after  Jvine  16  up 
to  the  present  time.  Most  of  these  troutlets  taken 
in  April  and  May  were  caught  with  a  fly,  a  few  with 
livebait  and  spinning  ;  these  fish  were' badly  hooked. 
Since  June  16  I  have  seen  about  a  dozen  of  these 
small  trout  caught  by  us  "  wormers,"  and  with  only 
one  exception  were  returned  carefully  to  the  water 
(not  thrown  in). 

"  Shepperton  "  should  get  introduced  to  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  fish  Shepperton  Bay — he  would 
soon  find  out  they  are  real  sportsmen,  and  in  every 
way  friends  to  the  restocking  association.  Many 
like  myself  svibscribe  both  to  the  restocking  of  trout 
and  coarse  fish,  and  do  not  belong  to  any  club,  so 
the.  ef ore  cannot  be  classed  as  pot-himters. 

I  think  if  the  non-ticket-holders  were  stopped 
from  fisliing  the  weir  pools  from  the  bank,  we 
should  not  have  so  many  complaints  about  the 
killing  of  the  troutlets.  I  have  saved  the  lives  of 
several  trout  this  year  after  having  been  ca^ight  by 
tliose  inexperienced  and  trespassing  fishermen. 
Trusting  "  Shepperton  "  will  have  the  good  sense 
to  withdraw  some  of  his  statements  in  a  future 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 

13,  Ceres-road,  S.  KirriNG. 

Kingston-on-Thames. 


RE   PROTEST  FROM  SHEPPERTON. 

Dear  Sib, — To  my  idea  the  aliove  proceeds  from 
a  very  selfish  "  trout  fisher."  I  have  fished  the 
weir  in  question  since  the  opening  season  for  trout, 
and  since  Jmie  16  for  barbel.  During  the  whole 
time  I  have  taken  twelve  small  trout  from  12in. 
to  14in.,  and  all  with  the  exception  of  one  being 
returned  ;  in  some  cases  over  half-an-hour  being 
spent  in  keeping  the  fish  right  side  up  until  it  had 
recovered.  On  Simday  (July  8)  a  trout  was  taken 
and  played  until  almost  dead,  tlien  thro-mi  back 
again.  I  was  told  it  was  dead,  but  I  managed  to 
get  it  out  with  the  landing  net,  and  after  half-an- 
hour  spent  keeping  it  in  position  between  two  stcmes 
it  completely  recovered,  and  went  away  all  riglit. 


This  angler  was  afterwards  ordered  off  the  weir  by 
the  hea  '  river  keeper,  not  having  a  ticket.  Per- 
sonally, I  have  seen  over  forty  trout  taken,  and, 
to  my  knowledge,  only  two  died.  ■>,  ( 

I  have  been  a  Thames  trout  fisher  for  years,  and 
have  never  before  ledgered  for  barbel,  but  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  that  the  so-called  pot- 
hunters we  o  not  allowed  to  uso  worm  from  weirs. 
Fish  and  let  others  fish,  is  my  motto,  provided  those 
that  use  the  weirihave  purchased  a  ticket,  and 
in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  a  ticket-holder  will 
do  far  more  good  than  harm. 

I  .should  like  to  know  how  it  is  that  after  fishing 
every  Svmday  and  Wednesday  since  April  1,  I 
have  only  seen  two  small  trout  murdered. 

I  quit)  expect  that  "Shepperton"  has  haa  his 
share  of  takeable  trout  from  the  weir,  and  if  my 
surmise  is  correct,  can  and  does  fish  every  day  in  the 
week.  He  admits  seeing  twenty-four  trout  mur- 
dered in  eleven  days  from  June  16  to  27.  Does  he 
live  on  the  weir  ?  I  have  seen  no  less  than  five 
trout  taken  with  fly  on  the  shallows  in  less  than  one 
hour,  and  from  three  to  five  minutes  spent  in  so- 
called  playing  the  fish.  Murder  in  this  case  would 
be  the  better  name.  I  fail  to  see  any  chance  of 
taking  a  sizeable  trout  in  water  2in.  to  6in.  deep. 
— Yoiu-s  truly,  E.  C.  Hodokins. 


CATCHING  V.  KILLING. 
Dear  Sir, — I  for  one  rejoiced  to  see  "  Split 
Cane's "  protest  against  the  term  "  kiUing "  as 
applied  in  our  branch  of  sport  to  the  detriment  of 
"  catching."  It  may  be  hair-splitting  to  defend 
the  good  old  picturesque  term,  but  I  am  sure  there 
are  many  who  regard  the  "  new  "  term  as  ear- 
splitting.  But  are  not  the  adherents  of  the  latter 
the  real  sticklers  for  accuracy  ?  Why  are  they  so 
anxious  to  avoid  giving  the  impression  that  they 
retained  all  the  fish  they  caught  (sic)  ?  Are  they 
not  as  other  men  ?  Surely,  sir,  the  form  "  caught 
so  many  and  kept  so  many  "  offers  an  easy  and 
pleasant  way  out  to  these  conscientious  objectors  ? 
After  all,  the  sport  in  fishing  lies  not  in  divesting 
fish  of  life,  but  in  the  conflict  which  enables  one 
to  determine  whether  or  not  the  fish  shall  five.  In 
short,  and  this  we  know  upon  high  authority, 
"  the  play's  the  thing,"  and  this  is  the  phase  of 
the  thing  with  which  the  term  "  catching  "  fires 
the  imagination.  Let  us  keep  as  free  from  Chicago 
terminology  as  possible. — Yours  truly, 

Gbeenheart. 


"KILLING  A  FISH." 
Deab  Sib, — I  also  have  fished  for  thu-ty  years 
(and  more).  In  my  boyhood  the  first  fishing  I 
graduated  in  was  salmon  and  grilse,  and  even  then 
they  were  always  said  to  be  "  killed  "  ;  and  to  say 
they  were  "  caught  "  was  like  talking  of  golf  clubs 
as  golf  "sticks."  So  this  term  is  no  innovation, 
but  a  term  in  general  use.  Some  anglers  are  very 
particular  to  tell  you  of  the  fish  they  have  "  taken." 
Every  sport  has  its  slang  or  jargon,  which  its 
votaries  adopt  and  believe  in.  So,  a  salmon  is  a 
"  fish,"  and  it  would  be  infra  dig.  to  say  one  has 
"  caught,"  "  taken,"  or  "  killed  "  a  "  .-ahnon."  "  I 
killed  three  fish  "  would,  in  salmon  districts,  mean 
"  I  caught  three  salmon." — Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  Vebnon. 


FISHING  AT  BOGNOR. 

Deab  Sir, — -You  were  kind  enough  to  publish 
a  few  months  ago  a  letter  from  me  on  the  fishing 
here.  The  secretary  of  the  club  had  a  very  large 
number  of  mquiries  at  the  time,  and  since  then 
several  anglers  have  come  to  try  it,  with  the  result 
that  their  friends  absolutely  refuse  to  believe 
that  they  have  caught  the  fish  they  have  taken 
back.  Perhaps  that  now  our  bream  season  is 
coming  to  an  end  you  will  allow  me  to  give  a  few 
particulars  of  om-  catches.  I  should  like  to  preface 
this  with  the  remark  that  the  weather  since  May  10, 
when  the  first  bream  was  caught,  has  been  far  from 
good.  The  fish  this  year  have  been  vevv  plentiful 
and  of  good  size.  The  largest  catch  of  fish  has  been 
one  of  6.5lb.  ;  the  largest  in  a  competition,  where 
one  rod  or  luie  only  was  used,  was  441b.  The 
winner  for  June,  fishing  four  hoiu's  once  a  week, 
mider  club  rules  —  weights  were  411b.,  301b.  8oz.. 
and  31b.  8oz.  The  last  day  the  weather  was  too 
bad  to  get  out  on  the  best  grounds.  This  has  bee.i 
the  best  catch  an  amateur  has  ever  had.  On 
June  II  two  of  us  went  on  outer  rocks  (three  miles 
off),  and  fished  for  what  we  could  get.  Got  an 
assorted  bag  of  bream,  pout,  pollack  and  wrasse, 
weighing  1031b.  in  five  hours. 

The  poll'ick  fishing,  which  begins  our  season, 
has,  as  far  as  the  amateurs  are  concerned,  been 
rather  a  failure.  The  fishermen,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  brought  in  large  catches — four  and 
five  dozen  usuallj'.  I  think  the  reason  of  this  is, 
we  have  tried  all  sorts  of  patent  baits  when  really 
the  only  one  that  is  any  real  use  her6  is  the  conimoa 
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or  garden  lobworm.  Apropos  of  this,  may  I 
mention  that  I  am  told  that  at  a  late  meeting  of 
the  B.S.A.  it  was  said  the  only  bait  used  liere  was 
the  before-mentioned  worm  ?  I  fear  our  weights 
would  not  be  what  they  are  if  that  were  tlie  case. 
Tlie  bass  are  very  late  ;  only  a  few  have  been  caught 
as  yet,  but  I  hope  to  have  se^•eral  good  bags  during 
the  coming  montli.  The  best  I  ha^•e  seen  yet  was 
one  of  8-|lb..  caught  by  a  fisherman  with  tlie  stray 
ne  they  heave  over  the  side  when  hauling  their 
prawn-pots,  and  one  of  4Jlb.  by  an  amateur, 
whiffing. 

The  biggest  conger  caught  is  one  of  251b.,  one  of 
221b.  (by  a  lady  member),  two  of  201b.,  and  several 
near  that  weight.  It  has  been,  however,  really  too 
early  to  know  what  our  fishing  is,  as  they  have  bitten 
very  shyly,  and  are  still  scarce,  the  water  being  yet 
too  cold  for  them.  This  month,  after  the  15th, 
when  the  moon  will  be  absent,  there  should 
be  very  good  sport  right  up  to  November.  Next 
month,  too,  we  hope  to  get  some  of  the  big  skate, 
and  I  wish  we  could  get  someone  good  at  flat- 
fishing  to  come  and  try  liere.  I  do  not  think  we 
take  enough  interest  in  it. — Yours  truljr, 

Conger. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  LLANERFYL  AND 
PWLLHELI. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  would  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  any 
nformation  as  to  the  trout  fisliing  at  Llanerfyi, 
near  Welshpool.  Also  if  there  is  any  decent  trout 
fishing  to  be  obtained  within  easy  distance  of 
Pwllheli.  If  so,  where,  and  under  what  conditions  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Coachman. 


ANGLING  IN  CO.  CLARE,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  know  the  rivers  in  co.  Clare  men- 
tioned by  your  correspondent  "  S.  S."  The  river  at 
Cooraclare,  known  as  the  Doonbeg  river,  would  be 
a  good  white  trout  river  if  most  of  the  white  trout 
were  not  killed  by  nets  at  the  mouth.  At  present 
if  there  are  very  heavy  floods  in  it,  a  certain  number 
of  white  trout  escape  the  nets  and  get  to  tlie  upper 
river.  They  seldom  begm  to  run  before  July.  The 
brown  trout  fishing  is  very  poor,  small  fish  averaging 
five  or  six  to  the  pound.  I  have  not  fished  the 
Lisdoonvarna  river  for  a  great  many  years.  It  used 
to  hold  a  number  of  small  brown  trout,  much  the 
same  as  the  Doonbeg  river.  I  never  saw  any  white 
trout  in  it.  They  are  probably  netted  at  the  mouth, 
as  is  the  case  in  every  river  I  know  on  the  Clare 
coast.  Unfortunately,  the  Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
servators, in  whose  district  these  rivers  are,  have  not 
got  the  funds  to  protect  them. 

Dark  flies  do  best  for  both  brown  and  white  trout, 
such  as  the  Zulu,  black  hackle  with  sih  er  body  and 
dark  wing,  with  claret  hackle  and  '  body. — Yours 
truly,  A.  E.  Bannatyne. 

DISAPPOINTED. 
De.ir  Sir, — Having  read  glowing  accounts  of  a 
paradise  of  trout  streams  in  a  glorious  Yorkshire 
dale  (forty  miles  preserved  (?)  by  an  association).  I 
journeyed  from  tlie  Midlands,  a  distance  of  150  miles, 
to  meet,  alas  !  great  disappointment.  The  main 
river  and  the  scenery  were  indeed  lovely,  but  the 
former  was,  as  a  native  expressed  it,  ""fair  flogged 
to  death  "  by  numbers  of  what  should  be  working- 
men,  but  who  subsist  by  selling  what  trout  they  can 
get.  I  met  other  anglers  from  the  Midlands  who  had 
been  similarly  misled.  If  by  kindly  inserting  this 
letter  in  your  valuable  paper  you  can  save  fellow- 
anglers  from  falling  victims  you  will  be  doing  good. 
— Yours  truly.  Sub. 


WHAT   IS   WHISKY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  importance  of  this  subject  to 
the  consumer  as  well  as  to  everyone  engaged  in  the 
wine  and  spirit  trade  has  induced  us  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  placing  our  views  on  record  for  the 
information  of  our  customers  and  agents.  As  the 
largest  wine  and  spirit  merchants  in  the  world,  we 
recognise  our  responsibility  to  the  consumer,  to 
give  him  the  benefit,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  our 
exp3rience.  We  have  for  many  years  past  advo- 
cated the  consumption  of  pure  malt  pot  still  whiskies 
made  by  the  ancient  methods  and  of  the  kind  of 
materials  approved  by  many  generations  of  con- 
noisseurs, as  being  in  every  sense  of  the  term  "  the 
best  whiskies."  At  the  same  time,  we  know  that 
a  considerable  demand  has  grown  up  for  a  whisky 
blended  with  grain  spirit.  Indeed,  it  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  bulk  of  the  whiskies  sold  to-day 
are  of  this  description.  As  merchants,  therefore,  we 
had  no  alternative  but  to  give  the  public  the 
opportunity  of  buying,  if  they  are  so  determined, 
a  blended  article,  and  accordingly  we  recently  intro- 
d\iced  three  br.mds  of  "  blended  whiskies."  These 
brands,  however,  in  accordance  with  our  usual 
practice,  bear  a  plain  statement  on  the  label  of 


evei-y  bottlo  that  they  are  "  a  blend  of  pot  still 
malt  whisky  and  Scotch  grain  spirit." 

The  whole  controversy  is  essentially  a  simple  one. 
If  a  customer  desires  Scotch  or  Irish  whisky,  he 
should  not  be  served  with  a  cheap  substitute  on  the 
plea  that  it  is  good  for  him.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  content  to  accept  the  cheaper  article, 
he  should  not  be  charged  a  high  price  for  it  on  the 
assumption  that  it  is  "  fine  old  Scotch  or  Irish 
whisky." 

The  law  has  long  since  protected  the  consumer 
of  coEee  against  the  admixture  of  chicory  ;  of 
butter  against  the  substitution  of  margarine  ;  and 
so  the  consumer  of  Scotch  whisky,  or  of  Irish 
whisky,  is  entitled  to  know  when  his  whisky  is 
blended  with  patent  still  spirit. 

The  facts  are  so  well  recognised  that  two  years 
ago  a  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  with  this  object  ; 
but,  owing  to  pressure  in  Parliament  of  more 
important  business,  the  Bill  was  not  proceeded  with. 
In  the  meantime  the  only  protection  for  the  public 
is  the  safeguard  of  the  label  and  of  the  firm  behind 
the  label.  It  has  been  our  practice  for  half  a 
century  to  plainly  label  all  our  wines  and  spirits 
and  to  giv^e  a  guarantee  that  the  contents  of  every 
bottle  are  strictly  in  accord  with  the  description 
on  the  label.  Efforts  are  being  made  to  show  that 
the  public  do  not  want  pot  still  whisky,  that  it  is 
not  good  for  their  health,  and  that  the  substitute 
is  "  just  as  good  "  as,  or  even  better  than,  the 
genuine  article.  These  assertions,  howe\'er,  do  not 
quite  agree  with  the  fact  that  the  \  endors  of  the 
"  blends  "  show  a  singular  disuiclinatiou  to  plainly 
state  what  they  are  selling. 

The  Lancet,  the  foremost  medical  journal,  was  the 
first  newspaper  to  take  up  the  subject  from  a  health 
point  of  view  ;  and,  in  a  series  of  able  articles,  tliey 
have  strongly  urged  that  when  patent  still  spirit 
is  used  in  the  blend  the  consdmer  should  be  informed. 
They  have  also  drawn  attention  to  the  view  that 
while  malt  whisky  satisfies  thirst,  patent  still  spirit 
encourages  it.  On  this  point  we  do  not  feel  qualified 
to  offer  an  opinion,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fuller  flavour  of  malt  whisky  allows  far  greater 
dilution,  and  therefore  tends  towards  economy  and 
temperance. — Yours  truly,     W.  and  A.  Gilbey. 

Pantheon,  Oxford-street,  London,  W. 

[When  away  from  home,  as  well  as  when  at 
home,  the  angler  who  is  in  any  doubt  as  to 
what  whisky  or  wine  to  get,  cannot  go  wrong  if 
he  gets  that  guaranteed  by  Messrs.  Gilbey's  name 
on  the  bottle.  Of  course,  there  is  some  small  i-isk 
of  an  unscrupulous  agent  drinking  Messrs.  Gilbey's 
whisky  or  wine  and  then  using  the  bottle  for 
rubbislr,  but  probably  it  is  not  often  done. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  LAKE  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
about  the  fishing  in  Lake  Windermere.  If  the 
sport  there  is  good  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  and  what  sort  of  fish  are  caught 
there. — Yours  truly,  H.  C. 

CLEANING  FISH  PONDS. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  well  known  that  the  most 
thorough  plan  is  to  run  them  dry,  but  in  the  instance 
in  view  tliis  is  impossible.  Tiie  area  is  fully  two 
acres,  and  in  one  part  the  depth  is  I7-Jft.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  how  the  cleaning  could  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  trout,  with  which  it  is  well 
stocked. — Yours  truly.  Red  and  Teal. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  recommend 
some  good  sea-trout  fishing  either  end  of  August 
or  beginning  of  September,  with  comfortable 
quarters  (farmhouse  preferred),' in  the  North  of 
England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  within  easy  reach 
of  Slanchester  ? — Yours  truly.  Surgeon. 


FISHING  AT   LOUGH  NEAGH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  any  information  with  reference  to 
the  fishing  at  the  north  end  of  Lough  Neagh,  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Angler. 

FISHING  IN  CANADA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  a  correspondent  asking  for 
fishing  in  Canada.  If  Vancouver  wovild  suit  hiin 
I  can  recommend  Secretary  Island,  where  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barre  Phipps  have  recently  purchased  the 
island.  They  have  a  fruit  and  poultry  farm,  and 
the  fishing  is  excellent  for  salmon.  They  have  a 
motor-launch  which  runs  the  seven  miles  to  Che- 
mainus  as  often  as  required.  I  know  that  they 
are  anxious  to  receive  paying  guests  for  tlie  fishing, 
and  that  their  terms  are  very  moderate.  I  should 
be  glad  to  furnish  any  of  your  correspondents  with 
all  particulars  in  my  power.    I  enclose  a  photo 


recently  sent  mo  by  Mrfe.  Pliipps  of  herself  and 
two  151b.  salmon  she  had  just  caught.  I  should 
like  it  returned,  as  I  shall  want  it  for  an  article  on 
the  fishing  in  that  locality,  which  I  hope  to  complete 
shortly. — Yours  truly,  "  Starlight. 

P-S. — If  your  correspondent  would  write  direct 
to  "  Mrs.  Phipps,  Secretary  Inland,  Chemainua 
P.O.,  British  Columbia,"  it  would  save  time,  and 
he  could  ask  what  questions  he  wished  direct. 

SEA  AND  RIVER  FISHING  AT  BAR- 
MOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
regarding  the  fishing  at  Barmouth — both  as  to  sea 
and  rivers — say  early  in  September. — Yours  truly, 
Pearce,  Richmond,  Surrey. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  MITCHAM. 
De.\r  Sir, — Is  there  any  trout  fishing  to  be 
obtained  in  the  River  Wandle  ?  If  so,  what  would 
be  the  cost  of  obtaining  a  permit  if  the  waters  are 
private  ?  If  there  is  any  other  fishing  in  the  district — 
other  than  in  the  Thames,  which  I  know  of — I  shall 
be  much  obliged  if  you  will  let  me  know. — Yours 
truly,  Clifford  Rose. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PRESTON. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  quite  recently  taken  up  my 
residence  in  Preston,  4  am  anxious  to  find  some 
trout  fishing  with  fly  within  a  radius  of  twenty 
miles  or  so.  I  should  be  willing  to  join  a  club, 
private  party,  or  to  rent  a  piece  of  water, — Yours 
truly,  John  Battye. 


SEA-FISHING  AT  DARRYNANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  highly  obliged  if  any 
reader  could  tell  me  what  the  sea-fishing  at  Darry- 
nane,  co,  Kerry,  is  like,  and  could  give  me  the  name 
of  an  hotel  there,  and  how  you  best  get  there  from, 
say,  Glasgow,  and  any  particulars, — Yours  truly, 
I  Ian  Lindsey  Stewart. 


"MACKAY'S  ANTI-MIDGE." 

Dear  Sir, — Although  Mr.  W.  E.  Binney  did  not 
find  "  Mackay's  Anti-Midge  "  as  recommended  by 
you  and  hundreds  of  others  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  much  service  in  Sutherlandshire, 
probably  after  being  severely  bitten,  it  seems 
rather  premature  to  write  as  he  did,  on  the  strength 
of  his  own  single-handed  experience  on  a  single 
shilling  bottle  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

However,  in  support  of  your  opinion,  I  enclose 
you  a  bundle  of  unsolicited  testimonials  taken  from 
hundreds  of  letters  on  the  order  file  at  random, 
from  which  you  will  gather  that  one  and  all  are 
loud  in  their  praises  of  "  Mackay's  Anti-Midge." 
Orders  are  coming  to  hand  witli  every  mail  from 
John  o'  Groat's  to  Land's  End  from  old  and  new 
customers.  I  may  say  that  the  recipe  was  given 
to  me  twenty-five  years  ago  by  the  late  Colonel 
Telford,  when  I  resided  at  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Deeside.  It  was  so  eft'ective  and  useful  that  when 
I  opened  business  in  Aberdeen  six  years  ago  I 
made  it  a  small  speciality,  and  being  a  good  tiling 
to  at  least  90  per  cent,  of  those  who  try  it,  it  is 
doing  exceedingly  well. — Yours  truly, 

G.  M.  Mackay. 

[I  speak  as  I  find,  and  must  certainly  say  that 
I  have  found  "  Ma.ckay's  Anti-Midge  "  very  effi- 
cacious. Jvidging  from  the  numerous  testimonials, 
recommendations,  and  repeat  orders  sent  for  my 
inspection,  it  appears  to  be  all  that  is  claimed  for 
it.— Ed.] 

FISHI.>^G  AT  LITTLESTONE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  a.ni  taking  a  holiday  at  Littlestone- 
on-Sea.  Can  you  ur  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  which 
part  of  the  Military  Canal  is  the  best  to  fish  and 
where  to  get  tickets  ?  Is  there  any  other  coarse 
fishing  in  the  district,  as  I  have  a  motor-car  with 
me  and  could  run  to  it  ?  Is  there  any  sea-fishing 
there  ? — Yours  truly.  Snipe. 


FISHING  AT  HEIDELBERG. 

Dear  Sir, — As  myself  and  friends  are  thinking  of 
visiting  Heidelberg  in  September,  I  should  be 
greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me 
information  as  to  the  class  and  quality  of  the  fishing 
in  and  near  the  above-named  place,  and  mentioning 
if  there  are  any  particular  spots  preferable  to 
others.  Replies,  either  through  your  valuable  paper 
or  to  the  address  given  below,  would  be  greatly 
esteemed.  Myself  and  friends  fish  every  year  at 
Lvicerne. — Yours  truly,  Henry  Tuhnkr. 

Lucerne  House,  West  Bridgford, 
Nottingham. 

{Several  letters  are  una/voidabVy  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


it,  so  it  is  not  very  common.  Recently  I  had  this 
note  from  "  Bcnwyan  "  : — 

^  "Veytaux,  Suisse,  July  18,  1906. 

Dear  Mr.  M.^rston,— In  the  summer  before 
last  I  found  a  largish  fly  in  the  River  Lynn  about 
a  mile  above  Lynmouth,  Devon.     This  you  were 
good  enough  to  say  you  would  ask  Mr.  Halford 
about,  and  a  representation  of  it  was  published  in 
an  illustrated  note  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (about  the  autumn  of  1904,  as  far  as  I 
recollect,  but  to  which  I  have  not  access  at  present), 
having  reference  to  fishing  in  the  River  Lynn.  The 
name  and  habits  of  the  insect  were  unfortunately 
not  ascertained,  but  I  was  much  interested  to 
receive  to-day  from  my  friend,  Colonel  M.,  another 
specimen  of  this  large  lace-winged  fly,  which  is, 
I  think,  identical  with  the  Devonshire  one.    It  was 
caught  yesterday  near  the  Stockalper  water,  and 
not  far  from  the  new  iron  bridge  over  the  Rhone  at 
Chessel.    I  enclose  you  the  specimen.    It  has  lost 
most  of  its  legs  and  part  of  its  antennae,  but  is  in 
rather  better  preservation  than  the  Devon  one  as  to 
general  form,  and  has  the  same  reddish  head  and 
four  large  lace-like,  black-spotted,  enfolding  wings 
as  that  one  possessed. 

"  It  does  not  look  difficult  to  photograph  or  to 
ma,ke  an  imitation  of  (perhaps  with  celluloid  wings), 
and,  in  view  of  its  possible  use  as  a  trout  fly,  I  would 
be  glad  to  know  its  name,  and 'somewhat  of  its 
natural  history.  Also  if  it  has  been  observed  near 
other  rivers  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  has 
been  used  as  a  fishing  fly. 

"Trout  were  rising  yesterday  afternoon  at  a  fly 
of  which  the  Colonel  could  not  get  a  sample,  but  sent 
me  this  as  being,  perhaps,  the  same.  He  caught 
some  with  a  Greenwell's  Glory.— Very  truly  yours, 

r.h.  (July  18).— I  am  able  to  add  a  word  or  two 
further,  having  just  heard  from  my  friend  the 
Colonel— that  he  caught  the  fly  on  a  plant  over- 
hanging the  Stockalper,  and  there  were  two  of  them 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Scottish  Salmon  Fisheries. 

On  another  page  I  give  some  extremely  interesting 
extracts  from  the  recently  pubhshed  24th  Annual 
Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  to  which 
1  hope  to  refer  again.    Among  matters  referred  to 
are  the  storing  and  control  of  the  head-waters  of  the 
Helmsdale,  which  has  not  only  improved  the  spring, 
salmon  anghng,  but  has  also  apparently  estabUshed 
a  good  summer  fishing  where  previously  there  was 
none  worth  speaking  of.    Such  results  are  very 
encouraging.    The  idea  that  salmon  return  to  their 
native  rivers  from  the  sea  is  confirmed  ;  only  about 
8  per  cent,  seem  to  be  driven  by  force  of  circum- 
stances to  ascend  other  rivers.    The  results  of 
markmg  fish  are  important ;  also  the  investigations 
as  to  the  movements  of  salmon  along  the  coasts 
.  the  question  of  kelts,  and  autumn  migration  of 
smolts  (it  appears  certain  that  small  numbers  of 
smolts  go  downi  in  the  autumn,  and  more  in 
JNovember,  but  hardly  in  number  to  be  designated  as 
a  migration  ;  all  the  same,,  the  fact  that  they  do  go 
down  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  knowing  their  ale 
when  they  return).    As  regards  the  rearing  of 
smolts  m  salt  water,  it  is  difficult  to  see  the  object 
ot  the  experiment,  as  over  twenty  years  ago  it  was 
proved  that  salmon  smolts  would  live  in  sea  water 
It  gradually  accustomed  to  it.    The  fact  that  fewer 
Scottish  salmon  come  to  Billingsgate  every  year 
deserves  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Fishmongers- 
Company.  I  thuaktheywiUdiscover  thatunbusiness- 
like  practices  at  Billingsgate  have  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  driving  owners  of  Scottish  salmon  fisheries 
to  hnd  other  markets.    Every  year  more  Scottish 
salmon   are   consigned  to   Continental  markets 
which,  of  course,  helps  to  make  salmon  dearer  to 
Londoners. 

The  Fly  Identified. 

"  Benwyan,"  who  sends  us  so  many  interesting 
notes,  has  been  trying  to  find  out  the  name  of  a  flv 
he  caught  on  the  Lynn  in  1904.  I  tried  and  failed, 
and  our  Ply  Fishers'  Club  members  did  not  know 


near  together.  It  is  supposed  here  to  be  a  sort  of  local 
Stone  Fly,  and  trout  have  been  taken  with  it  some 
years  ago  in  the  Venoge  river  on  the  Jura  side  of 
Lausanne.  It  has  been  also  seen  in  the  Rhone  in 
springtime,  but  cannot  be  a  very  common  fly 

"P.S.  (July  20). —I  find  that  the  fly  I  sent  you  is 
called  the  '  Bete  '  here.  It  is  said  to  be  nearly 
over  now,  and  to  occur  in  numbers  on  the  Venoge, 
a  river  from  the  Jura  range  beyond  Lausanne.  This 
name  '  Bete,'  however,  I  hardly  fancy  possesses 
any  special  value,  as  I  have  heard  it  applied  to  the 
Cockchafer,  which  in  swarms  about  every  third  year 
destroys  the  foliage  of  the  cherry  trees  in  this 
country,  and  is  commonly  applied  to  any  sort  of 
beetle  and  to  several  other  insects.  If  the  one  sent 
can  be  photographed,  as  a  fishing  fly  it  might  be 
worth  illustrating." 

As  the  fly  was  well  preserved  by  being  placed 
between  two  bits  of  transparent  celluloid,  I  was 
able  to  send  it  to  our  best  entomological  authority, 
the  Rev.  A.  E.  Eaton,  who  very  kindly  replied  as 
follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sm,— I  am  very  happy  to  be  able  to 
supply  the  information  desired  concerning  the  fly 
received  this  evening.    It  is  Osmylus  fulvicephalus, 
Scopoh  (1763),  one  of  the  family  (or  preferably  the 
type  of  a  distinct  family,  the  Osmylidce)  Hemero- 
budce,  of  the  Neuroptera-Planipennia.    The  larva 
lives  in  and  out  of  the  water  among  damp  moss  and 
rubbish  on  the  margins  of  streams,  crawling  about 
^ant-stems,  gravel,  etc.    Its  history  is  given  by 
Hagen    in   '  Linnsea    Entomologica.'   Vol.  VII., 
pp.  368-418,  pis.  iii.  and  iv.,  which  could  be  .seen  in  the 
libraries  of  the  Entomological  Society,  or  (probably) 
the  Zoological  or  Linnean  Society  of  London.  The 
fly  is  not  uncommon  in  summer  about  trout  streams 
in  England  (perhaps  Ireland)  and  Central  Europe 
m  (Westphaha  to  Austria)  shady  mountain  torrents 
at  altitudes  of  (I  should  say)  1500ft.  to  nearly 3000ft 
similar  in  character  to  the  Lynn.    I  think  I  have 
taken  it  in  the  Pyi'enees,  but  am  not  positive  that 
1  have  done  so.    Perhaps  also  in  the  Cantal. 

The   Golden-eyed   Gauze-wing  belongs  to  a 
neighbouring  family  of  the  Planipennia." 


Fine  Wire  Traces  for  Tarpon. 
As  will  be  seen  from  their  letter,  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros,  have  kindly  .sent  me  samples  of  their  fine 
strong  wire  for  Major  Hutton  to  try.  I  have  also 
received  the  following  note  from  Captain  Frank 
VVemyss,  who  has  had  a  capital  small  stout  salmon 
hook  made.  I  hope  he  will  tell  us  where  it  can  be 
had,  as  I  should  like  it  for  pike,  etc.  I  see  he  gets 
his  wuo  from  Mr.  Horwood,  of  Killin,  Perthshire. 
Mr.  Horwood  was  the  first,  I  believe,  to  sell  this  fine  ' 
wire  for  traces.  He  sent  me  some  a  good  few  years 
ago.    Captain  Wemy.ss  writes  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— You  asked  last  week  for 
something  fine  and  strong  for  small  tarpon  ;  how 
would  the  enclosed  do  ?    The  hook  is  one  of  a 
batch  I  had  made  for  dressing  small  salmon  flies  on 
where  the  fish  run  large,  and  especially  where  you 
want  to  sink  the  fly  well.    I  don't  altogether  care 
for  them  for  that  purpose  however.    They  are 
somewhat  clumsy,  but  they  are  extremely  strong, 
and  I  don't  think  any  fish,  on  a  rod,  could  straighten 
them  out.    The  wire  is  piano  wire,  which  I  use  for 
trout-spinning  and  sahnon,  though  I  generally  use 
a  size  thicker  for  salmon,  and  thicker  again  for  pike. 
This  size  is  less  visible  thap  quite  fine  trout  gut,  and 
its  breaking  stram  is  far  above  101b.    I  have  not 
tested  this,  but  some,  not  a  great  deal  thicker,  that 
I  did  once  test  broke  at  601b.     I  have  roughly 
whipped  a  bit  on  to  the  hook  to  show  how  I  should 
suggest  fixing  it.    Turning  the  wire  back  would 
prevent  its  drawing,  and  the  bit  left  out  would 
do  to  prevent  the  bait  coming  off.    I  have  put  a 
swivel  on  to  show  (though  I  daresay  you  already 
know  it)  the  way  the  wire  should  be  fastened  to  a 
swivel.    It  is  important  that  it  should  not  be 
tightly  put  on,  but  forming  a  ring  at  least  as  large 
as  the  ring  of  the  swivel.    Another,  but  clumsy, 
way  is  to  double  the  wire.    The  hooks  were  made 
to  my  specification  by  Wyers  ;  the  wire  is  from 
Horwood,  fishing  tackle  maker.  Killin,  N.B..  and 
costs  4d.  per  thirty  yards.    If  this  is  too  thick,  he 
has,  I  think,  plenty  finer  ;  but  this  is  very  invisible, 
and  finer  would  be  likely  to  kink.   I  put  in  a  hook 
the  same  sort  (size  2)  ;   the  one  whipped  on  is 
No.  4. 

"  P.S. —As  doubtless  you  know,  this  wire  rusts 
very  easily.  I  sometimes  use  a  trace  for  a  week, 
greasing  it  every  evening,  but  at  the  least  sign  of 
rust  throw  it  away,  and  the  same  with  a  kink." 
Fine  Tackle  for  Tarpon. 
Major  H.  Lowther.  of  the  Indian  Army,  who  has 
had  experience  ^vith  the  "  mighty  mahseer,"  makes 
the  following  suggestion  as  regards  tackle  for  the 
Jamaica  tarpon:  — 

"Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  the  note  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  21,  'Jamaica  Tarpon- 
Fine  Tackle  which  will  hold  Them  Wanted,'  I 
should  recommend  Major  G.  M.  Hutton  to  get 
some  of  the  fine  steel  wire  made  by  Hor\vood, 
Killin,  N.B.  He  makes  it  in  three  thicknesses- 
stout,  medium,  and  fine,  at  4s.  6d.  per  100-yard 
reel.  The  '  stout '  is  no  thicker  than  trout  gut,  and 
will  hold  a  hou.se.  I  use  nothing  else  for  mahseer 
traces  in  India.  I  have  landed  a  321b.  fish  on  the 
'medium,'  and  never  found  it  kink  mounted  with 
three  swivels.  For  estuary  and  sea  fishing  on 
west  coast  of  India  I  mounted  the  traces  with 
small  brass  swivels,  and  kept  the  traces  coiled  in  a 
tin  containing  cocoa-nut  oil  to  prevent  rusting  (any 
oil  would  do).  The  wire  can  be  mounted  direct  on 
an  eyed  hook,  or  through  the  rings  of  a  swivel,  but 
before  twisting  off  with  a  pair  of  pliers  it  should 
be  passed  through  hook  or  ring  twice,  as  I  think 
the  weakest  spot  where  a  break  may  occur  is  at 
the  bend  of  the  wire." 


A  Note  on  Sport  in  Iceland. 

"  W.  Me  0.  C."  sends  me  this  report  of  the  catch 
of  salmon  and  grilse  from  June  8  to  July  8  on  Langii 
river,  Iceland  :— "  One  rod  first  fortnight,  two  rods 
to  July  8  :  Fifty-four  salmon,  seventy-four  grilse  ; 
best  salmon,  ll|-lb.  Best  baskets  for  one  rod  three 
days'  fishing,  fifteen,  twelve,  ten.  Sahnon  and 
grilse  last  week's  fishing  on  a  good  run  of  fish, 
twenty  salmon,  sixty-seven  grilse.  Some  good 
char  in  estuary  runs  at  low  tide.    Xo  trout  report." 

Salmon-Fishing  Requisites. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland. 
Durham,  sends  me  a  very  neat  pamphlet  giving 
particulars  of  the  first-cla«s  salmon-fishing  requisites 
of  all  kinds  which  he  supplies,  including  materials 
for  making  salmon  flies. 
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Angling  in  Normandy. 

To  their  series  of  "  Little  Guides,"  Messrs. 
Methuen  have  now  added  "  Normandy,"  by  Mr. 
Cyril  Scudamore,  M.A.  Normandy  is  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  most  romantic  part  of  our 
history  that  if  it  were  merely  for  the  forty  excellent 
illustrations  this  book  would  be  interesting  ;  in 
addition,  Mr.  Scudamore  gives  us  some  three 
hundred  pages  of  pleasant  reading  about  the 
Normandy  of  History  and  of  to-day,  and  includes 
a  short  chapter  on  angling,  which,  with  a  map  of 
the  railways,  will  be  useful  to  anglers  visiting 
Normandy.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  every  year  the 
M'aters  open  to  visitors  are  becoming  more  restricted. 

Fishing  near  Bognor. 

Visitors  to  Bognor  who  want  to  know  what  sea 
and  freshwater  fishing  is  to  be  had  ought  to  join 
the  Bognor  Amateur  Angling  Society.  I  think  the 
annual  subscription  is  only  3s.  6d. ;  particulars  can 
be  had  of  C.  C.  Hodges,  Esq.,  Hon.  Secretary,  at 
the  headquarters,  Bedford  Hotel,  High-street.  I 
see  that  among  the  places  where  freshwater  angling 
competitions  are  held  are  Pallingham,  Burpham, 
Pagham,  and  Bosham — but  no  Catchham.  There 
is  good  deep  sea  fishing  off  Bognor,  and  at  times 
good  fishing  from  the  pier. 

"The  Holidays." 

Mr.  Walter  Hill,  67-69,  Southampton-row, 
London,  sends  me  the  eleventh  edition  of  his  most 
useful  compilation,  entitled  "  The  Holidays,  1906 — 
\^^iere  to  Stay  and  What  to  See,"  being  a  collection 
of  lists  of  Seaside,  Farmhouse,  Country  Lodgings, 
Hotels,  and  Boarding  Houses,  in  the  districts  served 
by  the  L.  &  N.  W.,  the  Midland,  Great  Northern, 
Great  Eastern,  Great  Western,  and  Great  Central 
Railways,  with  maps  and  illustrations.  There  is  a 
capital  index.  I  have  often  found  Mr.  Hill's  book 
of  great  service.  It  is  obtainable  at  most  railway 
stations,  or  he  will  send  it  post  free  for  Is.  5d. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy's  Green  Beetle. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  of  Solihill,  sends  me  a  clever 
imitation  of  a  Uttle  green  beetle,  which  would  be 
very  killing  when  fish  are  feeding  on  anything  of 
the  kind  ;  it  is  on  the  lines  of  his  well-known 
floating  Coch-y-Bondhu,  which  is  often  very  killing 
indeed,  especially,  of  course,  when  the  natural 
beetle  is  "  on."  Mr.  Kennedy  strongly  recommends 
the  use  of  a  small  disgorger  to  get  the  hook  out,  as 
it  saves  the  beetle  and  the  hook  barb.  The  hook  is 
made  fine  in  order  not  to  sink  the  beetle,  and, 
personally,  I  think  a  slightly  stouter  hook  would 
be  better  where  fish  run  over  a  pound.  Mr.  Kennedy 
has  hundreds  of  testimonials  from  anglers  who 
have  been  successful  with  his  beetle. 


Flies  with  Forward  Dressed  Wings. 

Messrs.  Cox  and  McPherson,  of  60,  High-street, 
Southampton,  who  have  brought  out  some  useful 
inventions  for  fresh  and  salt-water  anglers,  send  me 
some  samples  of  dry-flies  nicely  dressed  on  good 
eyed  hooks  (square-bend,  very  slightly  snecked), 
with  the  wings  "  dressed  forward,"  as  they  call  it — 
after  the  old  rolled  wing  style.  The  only  advantage 
I  can  think  of  which  this  style  of  putting  on  the 
wings  has  is  that  they  retain  the  upright  position 
longer  than  those  which  are  set  on  in  the  ordinary 
way — they  float  well  and  kill  well.  In  a  few  of  the 
patterns  the  wings  are  set  much  too  far  forward  ; 
in  fact,  stand  out  almost  horizontally  in  front  of  the 
fly,  which  is  unnatural  and  unnecessary.  Of  course, 
there  is  always  the  chance  that  something  quite 
new  in  dressing  may  deceive  a  trout  which  is  too 
well  up  in  the  orthodox  thing.  I  have  often  killed 
a  trout  by  taking  him  off  his  guard  in  this  way. 


Greenheart  v.  Split-Cane  Rods. 

Too  late  for  this  week,  I  have  received  a  very 
interesting  communication  from  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
of  Perth,  on  the  subject  of  "  Split-cane  and  Green- 
heart  Rods." 

A  Grand  Irish  Trout. 

Just  as  we  go  to  press  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Bernard  Meenan,  of  Muckamore,  the  finest  Irish 
trout  I  have  ever  seen;  it  weighed  16Jlb.  in  my 
office  two  days  after  it  was  caught.  I  hope  to 
have  a  note  about  it  next  week. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


DE.  HOKST  BKEHM,  PEESIDENT 
OE  THE  GEKMAN  ANGLEKS' 
ASSOCIATION,  BEKLIN. 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  am  able  to  give  an 
excellent  portrait  of  Dr.  Horst  Brehm,  not  only 
because  of  the  distinguished  position  which  he 
occupies  in  the  German  angling  world,  but  also 
because  of  the  very  friendly  feelings  he  has  always 
evinced  towards  England  and  British  anglers. 

Dr.   Brehm,    the   greatly  esteemed  president 


of  the  German  Anglers'  Association  (Deutscher- 
Angler-Bund),  whose  head  office  is  at  67,  Weissen- 
burgerstrasse,  Berlin,  was  born  in  1863,  and  was 
brought  up  as  a  sportsman.  His  father,  the  well- 
known  traveller  and  naturalist  (Dr.  A.  E.  Brehm, 
author  of  "  Illustrated  Animal  Life,"  etc.),  took  him 
with  him  on  his  hunting  expeditions  when  a  lad  of 
six.  But  his  father  was  not  an  angler,  and  the 
doctor's  youthful  experiences  of  fishing  were  con- 
fined to  catching  trout  and  crayfish  with  his  hands 
in  a  small  brook  in  Thuringia  when  home  for  the 
holidays.  On  coming  to  Berlin  to  take  up  his  work 
as  a  doctor  of  medicine,  he  did  not  think  much  of 
the  sport  of  angling,  which  will  easily  be  understood, 


as  angling  conditions  there  were  in  a  very  rudi- 
mentary state,  and  confined  to  bottom-fishing  with 
coarse  tackle. 

It  was  not  until  1895  that  Dr.  Brehm  took  up 
angling,  and  that  was  at  the  solicitation  of  his 
small  son  when  they  were  on  a  visit  to  Sassnitz. 
Good  sport  in  the  harbour  there  with  large  perch, 
flounders,  etc.,  so  inoculated  him  with  the  love 
of  angling  that  ever  since  all  his  holidays  have  been 
devoted,  as  far  as  possible,  to  anghng.  He  soon 
took  up  trout  fishing,  at  first  in  the  upper  course  of 
the  Sieg,  then  in  the  Wisent  in  Ober  Franken.  In 
1899  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  fish  with  and  get 
some  lessons  from  two  old  and  practised  anglers — 


Mr.  Stork,  the  fishing  tackle  maker,  and  General 
von  Gravenitz,  of  Miinich  ;  fishing  with  them  the 
wild  Ammer  river,  where  he  caught  his  first  huchen  ; 
also  in  the  Wutach,  Enns,  and  Nagold.  And  now 
he  tents  some  private  trout  fishing  on  the  Schwarza 
and  Stolpe  rivers  ;  the  latter  chiefly  for  grayling. 
The  doctor  swears  by  the  artificial  fly.  He  has  not 
yet  had  any  salmon  fishing,  as  he  finds  it  rather 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  pocket  of  a  Berlin  medico. 
If  he  ever  gets  any  good  salmon  fishing  he  says  he 
will  "consider  his  time  as  finished,  and  will  gladly 
die." 

The  desire  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  other 
anglers,  and  to  exchange  experiences  with  them,  led 
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him  towards  the  end  of  the  nineties  to  join  a  Berlin 
anglers'  club,  but  he  did  not  find  in  it  exactly  what 
he  wanted,  and  also  felt  the  want  of  a  German 
angling  paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  sport. 
Then  it  became  necessary  for  anglers  to  look  after 
their  interests,  as  several  Prussian  fisheries  societies 
were  agitating  to  put  a  stop  to  all  fly-fishing  and 
spinning,  and  only  allow  light-float  angling.  To 
fight  this  a  general  meeting  of  anglers  was  called  in 
Berlin,  which  appointed  a  commission,  on  which 
Dr.  Brehm  was  elected,  to  look  after  the  interests  of 
anglers.  The  movement  was  a  success,  thanks  in 
great  measure  to  Dr.  Brehm's  energetic  action,  and 
the  absurd  proposals  for  making  all  angling  except 
float-fishing  illegal  were  dropped.  .This  success 
led  to  the  desire  to  establish  a  strong  general  asso- 
ciation of  anglers,  with  their  own  organ  in  the  Press, 
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a  frequent  contributor  t,o  the  Deutsche  Analer 
Zeitung  He  edited  the  fourth  edition  of  my  old 
friend  the  late  Max  v.  d.  Borne's  capital  "  Angler's 
Pocket  Book,  "and  has  contributed  in  other  branches 
of  anglmg  literature. 

The  German  Anglers'  Association  now  numbers 
1500  members  residing  in  140  different  localities 
in; the  German  Empire.  It  has  its  own  angling 
organ,  and,  in  spite  of  enemies  and  difficulties  of 
which  we  m  England  know  nothing,  it  is  doing  a 
great  work,  and  is  bound  to  do  a  greater  in  the 
future;  and  I  am  sure  all  German  anglers  will 
acknowledge  how  much  they  owe  to  the  enthusiasm 
energy,  and  good  tact  of  their  president— Dr  Horst 
Brehm.  On  several  occasions  Dr.  Brehm  has  told 
me  how__  glad  their  society,  is  to  welcome  British 
anglers,  ^and  he  again  asks  me  to  say  how  much 
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whose  voice  would  be  respected.  It  was  thus  that 
the -idea  of  founding  the  German  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation came  about,  and  it  was  born  on  May  31, 1900 
Dr.  Brehm  was  elected  the  first  vice-president,  and 
to  remain  in  office  for  three  years,  as  there  was  a 
desire  tojelect  an  angler  from  South  Germany  to 
the  position  of  president.  Unfortunately,  the  move- 
ment did  not  find  among  South  German  anglers 
that  support  which  was  expected,  nor  has  it  done 
so  to  this  day,  some  of  the  old  bitterness  between 
Aorth  and  South  still  making  itself  felt;  but  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  in  time  this  feeling  will  quite  die 
out,  and  that  throughout  the  whole  Empire  anglers 
will  be  in  one  bond  of  union.  In  1903  Dr 
Brehm  was  elected  for  three  years,  and  so  popular 
IS  he  that  at  the  annual  meeting  in  June  last  he  was 
re-elected  for  another  three  years.    The  doctor  is 


they  esteem  their  angling  friends  in  the  British 
Isles,  and  will  always  be  glad  to  give  them  all  the 
information  in  their  power  as  to  fishing  and  fishing 
conditions  in  Germany.  Dr.  Brehm  has  so  often 
invited  me  to  go  to^Berlin  and  attend  some  of  the 
pleasant  meetings  of  the  Association  at  No.  13, 
Unter  den  Linden,  that  I  really  must  begin  to  think 
of  revisiting  Germany  after  forty  years'  interval. 
I  Wish  the  German  Anglers'  Association  and  their 
president  all  success  and  prosperity. 

I  am  proud  to  have  been  elected  a  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  Association,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
reduced  copy  of  the  handsome  diploma  given  on 
this  page,  especially  as  the  reason  for  my 
election  is  I  fear  the  too  flattering  one  of  "great 
services  in  the  interests  of  international  angling." 

B.  B.  Mabston. 
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THE  SALMON  FISHEKIES  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

(Extracts  from  the  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Report  of 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland.) 

Weight  of  Salmon  Carried  by  Scottish 
Railways. 

The  weight  of  salmon  carried  by  Scottish  railways 
and  steamships  during  the  fishing  season  1905 
exceeds  that  reported  for  season  1904  by  183  tons 
and  exceeds  the  last  quinquennial  average  bv 
24Gton8.    The  total  is  2280  tons. 

Angling  Results. 
With  regard  to  angling  it  may  be  said  in  general 
that,  while  the  extremely  low  water  conditions 
prevented  good  results  being  obtained  in  very 
many  excellent  localities,  rivers  of  large  volume- 
such  astheTay,  Dec,  and  Beauly— maintained  their 
high  reputations.  In  Sutherland,  where,  as  reported 
last  year,  the  system  of  storing  the  head  waters 
against  the  advent  of  dry  summer  conditions  has 
been  adopted  by  the  Helmsdale  tenants,  the  success 
of  this  system  was  again  fully  borne  out.  The  water 
stored  above  the  Badanloch  dam  was  sufficient  to 
keep  the  river  in  good  ply  all  through  the  summer. 
The  Helmsdale  has  always  been  a  good  spring 
river,  but  the  summer  fishing  was  considered  prac- 
tically valueless.  The  results  of  the  storing  and 
control  of  the  head  water  seem  to  be  that  the  spring 
angling  has,  if  possible,  improved,  over  a  thousand 
spring  fish  having  been  taken  in  the  six  beats  below 
Kildonan,  while  in  addition  to  this  a  good  summer 
fishing  has  apparently  developed. 

New  District  Fishery  Boards. 
Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  a  district  fishery 
board  has  been  created  at  Thurso  to  regulate  the 
fisheries  of  the  Thurso  river  and  sea  coast.  Sir  J  G 
Tollemache  Sinclair  of  Ulbster,  Bart.,  is  cliairman 
An  alteration  of  the  close  time  for  rod  fishing  has 
since  been  granted  in  this  district.  Arrangements 
are  also  almost  completed  for  the  formation  of  a 
district  board  for  the  Bladenoch  area  in  the  Solway. 

Rentals  of  Districts. 
With  regard  to  the  rentals  of  the  principal  dis- 
tricts, the  following  brief  statement  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  the  high  standard  previously  referred  to  ' 
has  been  well  maintained  : — 


Year. 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 


Tweed. 


15,338 
15,439 
15,499 


Tay. 
£ 

22,548 
22,558 
22,663 
22,648 
23,099 
22,675 


N.  Esk. 

£ 
6,510 
6,466 
6,494 
6,494 
6,494 
6,489 


Dee. 
£ 

18,989 
19,418 
19,455 
18,. 393 
19,078 
19,332 


Spey. 
£ 

8,608 
8,146 
8,147 
7,396 
8,364 


The  assessable  rental  of  the  East  Coast  fishery 
districts,  exclusive  of  the  Beauly  and  including  a 
sum  for  East  Sutherland,  which  does  not  express 
the  value,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  separatmg 
angling  from  other  sporting  values,  is  now  £107  771 
In  1904  it  M'as  £106,691,  in  1903  £104,815. 

Boxes  of  Salmon  sent  to  Billingsgate. 
While,  as  has  been  seen,  the  M-eight  of  Scottish 
salmon  carried  by  train  and  steamer  is  greater  than 
that  for  the  last  six  years,  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  boxes  of  salmon  sent  to  Billingsgate 
continues.  This  decrease  has  previously  been 
referred  to  as  meaning  simply  that  an  increasing 
proportion  of  Scottish  salmon  is  being  sent  to 
markets  other  than  BiUingsgate. 

Inspections  in  1905. 
The  inspections  made  in  1905,  which  are  reported 
upon  separately  by  Mr.  Calderwood,  were  of  the 
Bladenoch,  Girvan,  Doon,  Ayi-,  Loch  Lomond,  and 
River  Leven,  and  Deveron  districts. 

Results  of  Investigations  by  Marking 
Salmon. 

In  order  to  obtain  fuller  information  as  to  the 
migratory  habits  of  the  sabnon,  its  increase  in 
length  and  weight,  and  the  relative  times  spent  in 
fresh  and  salt  water,  the  marking  of  fish,  by  the 
attachment  of  a  silver  label  to  the  dorsal  fin,  has 
been  continued  since  1S96.  In  the  three  reports 
which  have  been  made  by  3L:.  Caldenvood  on  these 
investigations,  particulars  of  277  recaptured  fish 
are  given  (20th,  22nd,  and  24th  annual  reports) 
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The  greatest  number  of  these  are  from  the  Spey 
(115)  and  the  Tay  (77).  but  important  results  have 
also  been  obtained  from  fish  marked  in  the  Deveron, 
Kyle  of  Sutherland,  Brora,  Helmsdale,  Thurso, 
and  Annan.  At  the  present  juncture  it  maj^  be 
profitable  to  attempt  a  brief  summary  of  the  results 
obtained. 

1.  Return  of  Fish  to  their  own  Rivers. — The  great 
majority  of  river  recaptures  confirm  the  belief  that 
the  salmon  after  visiting  the  sea  returns  to  its  own 
river.  The  exceptions  to  this  rule  represent  about 
8f  per  cent. 

2.  Movemerdsof  Fish  along  the  Coast. — Recaptures 
in  sea  nets  on  the  North  and  East  Coasts,  and  in 
rivers  other  than  those  m  ■which  the  fish  were  marked, 
seem  to  indicate  that  when  fish  forsake  their  own 
rivers  they  travel  for  the  most  part  in  an  easterly 
and  southerly  direction,  as  from  the  Moray  Firth 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Aberdeen. 

3.  Descent  of  Kelts. — In  small  streams  descent  is 
more  rapid  than  in  large  rivers.  In  the  Tay,  the 
river  of  greatest  volume,  grilse  of  both  sexes  descend 
at  once  after  spawning  ;  male  salmon  kelts  descend 
more  rapidly  than  females,  and  the  latter,  especially 
when  large  fish,  may  take  as  long  as  three  months 
to  descend  forty  miles  of  river.  Kelts  of  both  sexes 
frequently  remain  for  some  time  in  brackish  water, 
and,  after  rapid  descent,  may  even  occasionally 
re-ascend  to  fresh  water.  , 

4.  The  Time  of  Return  from  the  Sea. — A  twofold 
habit  of  short  and  long  periods  of  marine  sojourn 
exists.  Young  kelts,  of  uniform  class,  marked  in 
January  or  February,  return  as  clean  salmon  in  the 
summer  or  autumn  of  the  same  year,  or  as  spring 
fish  of  the  year  succeeding.  The  same  twofold 
habit  continues  throughout  the  life  of  the  adult 
sakaon.  This  habit  does  not  imply  two  distinct 
strains  of  fish.  The  length  of  time  spent  in  the  sea 
is  subject  to  great  variation.  The  grilse  stage  is 
passed  in  the  sea  by  many  fish.  Some  salmon  spawn 
in  consecutive  breeding  seasons,  many  at  longer 
intervals.  Throughout  each  winter  a  considerable 
proportion  of  clean  salmon  remain  in  the  sea. 

5.  Increase  in  Weight. — Fish  marked  as  kelts 
and  recaptured  as  clean  salmon  show  great  variation 
in  growth  and  increase  of  weight.  This  is  chiefly 
influenced  by  the  length  of  time  spent  in  the  sea, 
but  also  to  some  extent  by  locality.  A  grilse  kelt 
may  double  its  weight  in  eighty-eight  days  or 
longer.  A  Tay  kelt  of  61b.,  remaining  in  the  sea 
during  the  next  spawning  season,  may  enter  the 
Tay,  after  fourteen  months,  as  a  spring  salmon  of 
191b.,  having  increased  to  fully  three  times  its  kelt 
weight.  A  record  of  minimum  increase  is  exempli- 
fied by  a  clean  Brora  fish  with  an  interval  in  the  sea 
of  only  108  days,  and  an  increase  of  21b.  Fish 
caught  as  kelts  in  two  consecutive  seasons  (Brora  and 
Deveron)  have  shown  increases  of  only  jlb.  to  6Jlb. 
To  estimate  the  condition  properly  it  is  necessary 
to  classify  records  according  as  the  fish  show  short 
or  long  periods  of  sojourn  in  the  sea,  and  to  select 
records  from  one  river  district  alone  ;  variation 
in  weight  is  then  found  to  be  not  great.  The 
following  examples  are  of  Tay  fish  : — ■ 

SHOKT  Period.  Long  Period. 

Interval.  Increase.  Interval.  Increase. 

176  days  6Jlb   346  days       9  lb. 

191    „  8|„    387    „  11  „ 

196    „  6|  „    429    „  12|  „ 

214    „  6,  „    448    „  11  „ 

255    „  8|„    556    „  19  „ 

The  average  of  the  long  period  is  here  double  that 
of  the  short  period.  Records  from  other  districts 
show  that  while  actual  weights  of  Tay  fish  are 
apparently  not  equalled,  the  ratio  of  increase  is 
similar. 

6.  Change  of  Weight  of  Clean  Fish  in  Rivers. — 
Clean  fish  marked  on  entering  a  river  and  re- 
captured during  their  ascent  of  fresh  water  show 
decrease  in  weights  of  from  0  to  21b. 

7.  Habits  of  Spring  Fish  in  ascending  Rivers. — 
When  the  temperature  of  the  river  water  is  low  the 
ascent  is  not  rapid,  and  on  approaching  swift  and 
rough  streams  or  small  falls  salmon  usually  pause 
till  suitable  thermal  conditions  obtain.  Floods  may 
cause  fish  to  drop  down  stream.  Fish  marked  a  few 
miles  up  a  river  have,  after  such  winter  floods,  been 
recaptured  in  the  warmer  estuary. 

AuTtnor  Migbation  of  Smolts. 

Investigations  have  also  been  made  by  the 
inspector,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Tay 
Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  as  to  the  presence  or 
absence  of  migrating  smolts  during  the  autumn 


and  winter  months.  A  report  on  this  subject 
forms  Appendix  III. 

Nattteal  Histoey  Notes. 

In  Appendix  IV.  Mr.  Calderwood  records  the 
attempts  recently  made  to  rear  salmon  smolts  in 
salt-water  ponds ;  the  artificial  spawning  and 
hatching  of  ova  taken  from  smolts  ;  and  occasional 
captures  of  salmon  by  fishing  vessels  out  at 
sea. 

In  Appendix  V.  reference  is  made  to  a  singular 
ailment  which  affects  salmon  in  the  sea  round  the 
Outer  Hebrides,  locally  named  the  "White  Spot." 
It  appears  to  occur  only  at  the  height  of  summer  and 
to  disappear  when,  after  rain,  the  salmon  are  able 
to  ascend  to  the  streams  and  lochs. 

In  Appendix  VI.  is  given  a  statement  showing 
the  number  of  salmon  recently  sealed  by  the  officers 
of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  of  London  to  secure 
the  identification  of  fish  which  are  taken  out  of  cold 
stores  for  sale  during  the  close  season. 

The  remaining  three  Appendices  give — VII. ,  the 
rateable  values  of  Scottish  salmon  fisheries  ;  VTIL, 
the  annual  close  times  at  present  in  force  ;  and 
IX.,  a  list  of  chairmen  and  clerks  of  district  fishery 
boards. 


SALMON  AND  TEOUT 
ASSOCIATION. 


FINAL   DECISION   IN  THE 
DON  CASE. 


It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  Lords'  final  judgment 
in  the  Don  case  has  given  the  liveliest  satisfaction 
to  the  Don  proprietors  in  particular,  and  the 
angling  fraternity  in  general  all  over  the  North. 
The  case  was  brought  by  the  riparian  proprietors 
against  the  Messrs.  Pirie,  the  well-known  paper- 
makers,  for  abstracting  more  than  their  just  share 
of  the  river  for  the  purposes  of  their  extensive 
paper-making  business.  It  was  begun  some  six 
years  ago,  when  the  first  real  union  of  the  riparian 
proprietors  took  place,  and  a  fund  guaranteed  to 
provide  the  sinews  of  war.  The  Earl  of  Kintore, 
Sir  Arthur  Grant,  Mr.  McLean  Breda,  Sir  Charles 
Forbes,  of  Newe,  and  others  having  material  in- 
terests at  stake,  placed  a  sum  of  £3000  in  the  hands 
of  their  agents  to  raise  the  action  in  the  Court  of 
Sessions  against  the  Messrs.  Pirie.  It  has  been  six 
years  of  vigorous  legislation.  Every  inch  of  the 
ground  has  been  fought,  and  step  by  step  with 
dogged  perseverance  have  the  riparian  proprietors 
fought  their  wealthy  and  determined  foes,  till  they 
finally  vanquished  them  in  the  House  of  Lords 
last  Monday,  July  16.  The  case  was  fully 
before  all  the  lower  courts,  and  was  heard  by  a  full 
bench  of  the  Lords  in  May  last,  when  the  most 
eminent  counsel  on  both  sides  debated  the  leading 
phases  of  the  dispute  for  over  a  week.  Lord 
Kyllachie's  decision  in  the  Lower  Court  has  been 
virtually  upheld.  .He  decided  that  the  Messrs. 
Pirie  were  exceeding  their  just  rights  in  abstracting 
the  quantity  of  water  from  the  Don  that  they  were 
then  doing.  He  ordered  them  to  restore  the 
river  opposite  their  works  t^o  the  position  it  was  in 
in  1882,  which  gives  a  free  passage  for  salmon  in  the 
driest  of  seasons,  from  the  sea  to  the  spawning  beds 
in  the  upper  reaches.  All  that  the  Lords  have 
added  to  this  is  a  clause  making  it  possible  for 
either  party  to  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Sessions, 
should  the  physical  configuration  of  the  river  ever 
come  to  require  further  adjustment.  Nine  inches 
of  water  has  to  be  provided  on  the  crest  of  the 
Stoneywood  dyke  at  the  driest  of  summer  drought, 
which  practically  means  that  the  river  will  imme- 
diately be  restored  to  its  former  volume  over  Messrs. 
Pirie's  portion  of  it  that  has  hitherto  been  prac- 
tically dried  up  for  the  better  part  of  the 
year. 

The  case  of  the  "  Poor  Old  Don  "  will  be  heard 
of  no  more.  It  was  prior  to  1882  one  of  the  finest 
salmon  rivers  in  the  country  for  its  size,  and  under 
the  happy  conditions  which  must  now  prevail  it 
wiU  soon  recover  its  vitality  and  pristine  character 
as  a  sporting  stream  of  the  first  order. 

To  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  due  the  credit  of  this 
famous  victory  more  than  at  fir.st  blush  appears. 
It  was  the  first  to  open  its  columns  to  the  cry  of 
the  "Poor  Old  Don."  It  was  the  first  to  rouse  the 
upper  proprietors  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and 
responsibility  ;  and  season  in  and  season  out  for 
the  past  twenty  years  the  Gazette  has  never  ceased 
to  urge  the  opening  up  of  "  Don's  Dam  Dykes  " 
tO'the  salmon  and  the; restoration  of  a  fine  salmon 
angling  river.  G.  M. 


A  MEETING  of  the  Council  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall 
on  Monday,  July  23,  1906,  Mr.  J.  A.  Travers  in 
the  chair.  A  letter  regretting  inability  to  attend 
was  read  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  and 
stating  the  association's  work  was  causing  a  certain 
amount  of  confidence  in  the  public  mind.  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  elected  a  vice- 
president  of  the  association.  The  parliamentary 
and  legal  advisory  committee  and  the  finance  com- 
mittee were  elected.  It  was  reported  that  the 
scientific  committee  had  decided  as  a  preliminary 
step  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  migration  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  seaward,  their  movements  in 
tidal  waters,  and  ascending  the  rivers,  with  records 
of  the  tide,  rainfall,  temperature,  etc.,  and  to  ask 
for  the  co-operation  of  the  Lancashire  and  Western 
and  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committees  and 
some  of  the  district  fishery  boards. 

The  question  of  the  destruction  oS  the  Irish  coast 
of  salmon  by  the  drift  net  fishermen  was  referred  to 
the  parliamentary  committee  with  a  view  to  reports 
being  made  to  the  fisheries  branch.  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction,  Ireland,  to 
restrict  the  issue  of  further  licences  and  to  prevent 
the  infringement  of  the  weekly  close  time.  The 
question  of  the  killing  of  out-of-condition  sea-trout 
was  discussed,  and  referred  to  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  to  take  steps  to  prevent. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Dart  District  Fishery 
Board  as  to  the  catching  of  salmon  and  peal  with 
unlicensed  nets  by  sea  fisherman  along  the  coast 
line  of  the  district,  which  was  referred  to  the  par- 
liamentary committee.  The  subject  of  the  pollution 
of  the  rivers  was  discussed,  and  the  steps  taken  to 
urge  upon  the  Prime  Minister  the  necessity  of  legis- 
lation on  the  lines  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Sewage  Disposal  were  reported. 

It  was  reported  that  the  Salmon  and  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Bill  (England)  was  down  for  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  25,  and  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill  would  be 
before  the  Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons 
this  day. 


HARBOUR  GROUND  FISH- 
ING FROM  A  BOAT,  &c. 

[Pbom    the    bevised    edition    of    "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  G.  WiLCOOKS.] 


(GonUniied  from  page  30.) 

Use  a  heavy  boat-shaped  lead  and  a  three- 
fathom  snooding  of  strong  hemp,  with  two  hooks, 
size  .No.  8,  tied  to  two  feet  each  of  stout  gimp; 
bait  with  a  living  or  dead  sand-eel — the  former  to 
be  preferred,  or  pieces  of  squid  or  cuttle-fish  three 
inches  long  and  one  and  a  half  wide  ;  hook  them  by 
one  end,  and  turning  over  pass  the  hook  through 
the  second  time.  A  whole  soft  crab  is  also  a  good 
bait. 

When  a  sand-eel,  enter  the  hook  at  the  mouth, 
and,  bringing  it  out  at  the  gills,  hook  it  slightly 
across  the  throat. 

A  fifteen-fathom  line  without  lead  may  also  be 
used  with  advantage.  Anchor  the  boat  in  a  run  of 
tide,  and  fish  on  the  ground  with  the  heavy  leads  ; 
with  the  sand-eel  as  bait,  large  flounders  are  also 
taken. 

In  the  north  of  Devon,  at  Instow,  in  the  mouth 
of  the  estuary  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  rivers,  they 
use  for  harbour  ground  fishing  a  4lb.  lead  of  the 
shape  of  half  an  orange,  having  a  projection  on  the 
top  through  which  a  hole  is  bored  to  receive  the 
line.  This  shape  is  chosen  because  the  flattened 
base  sucks  into  the  oozy  bottom,  and  anchors  the 
line  (so  to  speak)  in  the  very  strong  tide  which  runs 
in  that  locality.  A  stout  three  or  four  inch  revolving 
chopstick  is  placed  between  two  knots^close^above 
the  lead  to  receive  the  snood. 

Drift-Line  Fishing  for  Bass  in 
Bar-Harbours. 

This  differs  in  nothing  from  pollack-fishing  with 
the  drift-lines,  except  that  you  would  try  at  known 
resorts  of  bass,  such  as  in  the  mouth  of  a  bar- 
harbour  in  a  rippling  tide  at  anchor  in  which  locality 
you  will  take  both  kinds  of  fish.  In  harbours  also 
which  have  deep  water  entrances  there  are  often 
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numerous  bass  in  summer  and  autumn,  and  the 
most  certain  places  to  find  them  are  in  the  gullets 
or  narrow  throats  of  these  harbours  and  rivers.  It 
by  no  means  follows  that  the  actual  mouth  of  a 
harbour  is  the  best  place  for  bass,  for  the  contraction 
of  the  channel,  or  the  presence  of  a  tongue  of  rock 
at  the  forking  of  two  channels,  may  be  excellent 
pitches  for  bass-fishing,  although  miles  up  from  tha 
open  sea.  From  half  flood  until  high  water  is 
commonly  the  best  time  of  tide,  well  up  from  the 
sea.  In  this  method  of  fishing,  where  you  are 
always  moored,  the  living  sand-eel  is  the  only  bait 
really  to  be  depended  on,  second  to  which  is  the 
mudworm.  One  line  without  lead  should  be  always 
kept  out,  as  the  bass  is  a  fish  which  so  frequently 
comes  to  the  surface. 

This  method  of  taking  bass  can  be  strongly 
recommended  to  visitors  to  the  seaside,  who  may 
object  to  open  sea-fishing  on  account  of  suffering 
the  mal-de-mer,  which  so  completely  prostrates  many 
people  that  they  dread  even  to  get  into  a  boat.  It 
can  be  carried  on  in  sheltered  positions,  where, 
under  the  ordinary  conditions  of  wind  and  water, 
the  violent  imdulations  of  the  sea  rarely  enter,  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  amateurs  of  aquatics  of 
either  sex.  As  many  seaside  visitors  may  not  know 
in  what  a  bar-harbour  consists,  a  short  description 
of  its  leadmg  characteristics  will  not  be  amiss,  as  it 
may  help  many  to  obtain  sport  which  they  may  not 
be  aware  can  be  developed  in  such  localities.  In 
brief,  then,  a  bar-harbour  is  a  harbour  where,  owing 
to  the  formation  of  the  shore,  the  opposing 
currents  from  the  river  and  sea  cause  an  accumu- 
lation of  sand  or  shingle  across  the  entrance,  greatly 
reducing  the  depth  of  water  and  causing  the  sea  to 
break  heavily  when  the  wind  is  on  shore.  Inside 
the  bar  the  depth  of  water  generally  increases 
rapidly. 

The  banks  of  sand  which  are  found,  either  on 
both  or  one  side  only  of  the  channel  outside  the 
throat  of  the  entrance,  are  termed  "  poles,"  and  are 
often  fruitful  of  quantities  of  sand-eels,  which  bury 
themselves  in  these  banks  on  the  receding  tide. 
Here  they  may  be  obtained  by  the  well-known 
method  of  scraping.    A  bar-harboui-  has  generally 
on  one  side  of  its  entrance  a  nearly  straight  shore, 
with  a  point  of  sand  and  shingle  running  towards  it 
at  a  right  angle,  past  which  the  tide  rtms  with  great 
strength,  and  scours  out  the  sand  and  gravel  to  a 
considerable  depth  by  the  force  of  the  ebb  stream. 
Just  inside  the  entrance  there  is  usually  a  deep 
pool,  generally  the  deepest  water  of  the  harbour, 
which  is  caused  by  the  strength  of  the  current 
impinging  on  the  straight  beach  during  the,,  ebb, 
whence  it  is  reflected  in  a  rapid  eddy  dm-ing  spring 
tides.    At  the  last  quarter  of  the  ebb  fish  accumulate 
in  this  pool,  which  gradually  becomes  tranquil  as 
the  current  slackens,  and  at  the  last  hour  of  the 
ebb  they  may  be  fished  for  with  success,  until  the 
current  of  the  flowing  tide  perceptibly  runs  upward 
through  the  pool.    When  this  occurs  the  chance  of 
sport  may  be  said  to  cease,  and  it  is  then  necessary 
to  go  more  seaward  and  anchor  outside  the  point. 
The  precise  distance  carmot  be  given,  except  in  the 
case   of   any  particular  harbour.    The  sand-eel 
baskets  or  courges  constitute  the  most  important 
feature  in  live-bait  fishing,  either  at  sea  or  in  harbour, 
for  without  them  little  or  nothing  can  be  done, 
simply  because  no  eflicient  substitute  has  been 
found  in  which  the  sand-eels  can  be  preserved  alive. 
Many  persons  imagine  they  can  keep  sea-fish  alive 
in  a  tin,  or  bucket,  or  bait  kettle,  without  suspending 
it  in  the  water,  but  there  can  be  no  greater  delusion, 
for  the  oxygen  therein  contained  soon  becomes 
exhausted,  causing  the  fish  either  to  die  at  once  or 
to  get  so  faint  and  weak  that  there  is  no  vigour, 
upon  which  their  attractiveness  depends,  left  in  them. 
The  sand-eels  are  best  and  most  lively  when  caught 
in  a  seine  net,  but  if  no  such  net  can  be  met  with, 
resort  must  be  had  to  raking  or  scraping,  as  it  is 
termed.    They  suffer,  however,  so  much  by  this 
method  of  capture  that  they  are  but  little  use  unless 
fished  with  the  same  day  as  caught,  for  they  have 
to  be  snatched  up  in  the  hand,  which  is  decidedly 
injurious  to  them.    The  scraper  is  of  the  form  of  a 
hoe,  and  the  iron  plate  should  be  lOin.  long  by  Tin. 
wide,  with  a  handle  2ft.  6in.  long  made  out  of  a  mop 
or  brush  stick.    The  method  to  be  observed  when 
scraping  is  as  follows,  and  should  be  strictly  adhered 
to  if  you  desire  sport.    Proceed  to  the  sands  just 
before  low  water,  being  provided  with  a  scraper  and 
sand-eel  basket.    If  there  is  any  loose  gravelly  sand 
near  the  edge  of  the  water,  dig  there,  first  taking 
care  not  to  trample  on  any  portion  of  the  sand  you 
are  about  to  dig,  for  if  it  be  trampled  on  the  sand 


eels  will  be  alarmed,  and  depart  speedily  from  your 
vicinity.    Place  the  basket  in  water  four  or  five 
inches  deep,  and  put  the  sand-eels  into  it  as  soon  as 
captured.    If  you  find  it  necessary  to  dig  at  twenty 
yards  from  the  water's  edge,  which  is  sometimes  the 
case,  a  pot  or  bailer  should  be  taken  for  the  purpose 
full  of  water,  and  when  half  a  dozen  baits  have  been 
procured,  run  over  and  empty  them  into  the  basket. 
An  ordinary  paint-pot  is  a  convenient  size  for  this 
purpose,  supposing  it  has  not  been  used,  or  an 
Australian  61b.  meat  tin,  with  a  bit  of  galvanized 
wire  across  the  top  for  a  handle.    When  scraping  it 
will  be  found  a  good  plan  to  dig  a  trench  in  the  form 
of  a  circle  ten  to  fifteen  feet  in  diameter,  for  by  this 
means  you  will  enclose  an  area  of  undisturbed  sand. 
Work  towards  the  centre  roimd  the  inner  edge  of 
the  trench  ;   the  sand-eels  will  retire  before  you, 
and  in  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  strokes  you  may 
get  a  number  of  them.    I  have  struck  out  of  the 
sand  as  many  as  half  a  dozen  at  a  stroke  when  they 
are  plentiful.    To  all  these  details,  whether  it  be 
regarding  the  actual  fishing  or  in  the  procuring  of 
bait,  due  attention  must  be  paid,  or  sport  cannot  be 
expected.    The  following  description  of  a  few  hours' 
fishing  on  Sept.  2,  1872,  at  Teignmouth  Harbour,  as 
it  gives  the  whole  modus  operandi,  will  doubtless  be 
welcome  to  our  readers.    We  anchored  in  Shaldon 
Pool,  just  inside  the  harbour's  mouth,  at  10.30  a.m., 
wishing  to  commence  fishing  at  three-quarters  ebb 
tide.    At  and  near  the  spring  tides  quantities  of 
weed  are  in  motion,  and  fishing  is  therefore  imprac- 
ticable until  nearly  low  water  ;  that  is  to  say,  until 
three-quarters  of  the  ebb  tide  has  run  out,  at  which 
time  the  current  has  considerably  slackened,  and 
the  drifting  weed  for  the  most  part  been  carried  out 
to  sea.    As  the  bottom  of  this  pool  is  much  of  it 
very  rocky,  or,  as  sailors  term  it,  foul,  it  is 
necessary  to  scow  or  bark  the  anchor,  by  which 
method  you  are  generally  enabled  to  lift  it  if 
It  should  drag  into  a  rock.     A  stone  is  not, 
m  a  locality  of  this  sort,  so  well  adapted  as  a 
scowed  anchor,  as  the  anchor  will  hold  in  a  gravel 
bottom,  clear  of  the  rocks,  which  a  stone  will  not. 
Having  moored  the  boat,  we  prepare  for  fishing  in 
the  following  maimer  :  In  the  first  place  we  remove 
the  basket  from  its  position  at  the  stern,  and  make 
fast  Its  cord  to  the  middle  thwart  of  the  boat,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  both  readily  accessible  and 
also  out  of  the  way  when  playing  fish,  which  some- 
times sheer  across  the  stern  from  side  to  side  in 
their  efforts  to  escape,  and  might  probably  get  free 
if  any  obstacle  were  offered  to  the  adroit  handling 
of  the  line.    We  are  provided  with  a  bucket  of  a 
coarse  open  canvas  known  as  cheesecloth,  depth 
1ft.,  diameter  9in.    It  is  kept  open  by  two  cane 
hoops  at  top  and  bottom,  and  a  lead  of  a  couple  of 
pounds  weight,  attached  by  a  sling  to  the  lower 
hoop,  keeps  it  sufficiently  submerged,  that  is  to  say 
about  a  third  of  its  depth.    We  sling  this  over  the 
side,  and  pour  into  it  out  of  the  basket  about  a 
dozen  and  a  half  sand-eels  at  a  time.    Here  they 
remain  well  alive,  and  a  bait  can  be  taken  out  of  it 
readily  without  opening  the  basket,  recourse  to 
which  IS  only  had  when  nearly  all  the  sand-eels  in 
the  bucket  have  been  used. 

Dropping  the  bait  instantly  into  the  water  a= 
soon  as  securely  attached  to  the  hook,  we  pay  out 
as  much  length  as  we  can  venture,  according  to  the 
depth  of  water,  here  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
feet,  and  the  strength  of  the  current  will  allow.  At 
one  hour  before  low  water,  a  considerable  strength  of 
current  yet  remains,  consequently  several  leads  will 
be  required,  and  as  I  have  previously  explained  that 
12ft.  intervals  are  left  between  the  leads,  the  exact 
length  veered  away  can  be  at  once  known  by 
counting  them.  Each  lead  can  be  easily  marked  in 
Roman  numerals,  which  was  generally  done  by  our 
late  old  friend  Peter  Le  Noury,  to  avoid  hauling  in 
the  line  to  count  the  leads,  which  is  undoubtedly  an 
excellent  plan.  From  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet 
ot  water  will  require  about  six  or  seven  leads,  for 
they  are  small,  barely  an  ounce  weight  each  As 
there  is  always  some  driftmg  weed,  the  hooks  require 
examining  every  minute  or  two,  for  if  any  weed 
catches  on  the  bait  it  renders  it  useless  ;  it  is  the 
best  plan,  too,  if  two  are  in  the  boat,  for  each  to 
manage  a  line.  As  the  tide  slackens  we  shorten  the 
lines  to  avoid  fouling  the  bottom,  and  the  fish  begin- 
nmg  to  feed  we  catch  three  bass,  when,  the  tide 
being  entirely  done,  we  cease  to  feel  them.  When 
the  tide  is  running  strong  a  heavy  line  with  a  single 
plummet  is  sometimes  very  killing,  and  I  there- 
fore put  out  a  line  ordinarily  used  for  mackerel 
having  a  1  lb.  plummet.  It  is  now  dead  slack' 
and  the  Imes  are  perpendicular,  and  as  the  flood 


current  will  shortly  set  into  the  pool,  mc  haul  up 
our  anchor  and  prepare  to  whiff  ;  that,  is  to  say, 
we  pull  along  slowly  through  the  pool  and  past  the 
point,  with  six  leads  out.    We  have  two  or  three 
more  bites  and  get  another  fish.    By  this  time  the 
flood  current  is  well  made,  and  pulling  out  about 
a  hundred  yards  past  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
we  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  putting  out 
four  leads  to  begin  with,  increasing  the  number  up 
to  eight  or  ten,  as  the  strength  of  the  stream  requires. 
The  fish  now  come  on  faster,  and  we  are  very  bu.sy 
for  some  time,  until  the  weed  becomes  very  trouble- 
some, and  the  fish  consequently  few  and  far  between. 
On  looking  over  our  fish,  we  find  we  have  thirteen 
bass  and  one  pollack,  varying  from  1  lb.  to  41b.  in 
weight.    These  larger  fish  fight  well,  sometimes 
requiring  five  or  six  minutes  to  kill  them,  and  always 
causing  the  landing-net  to  be  brought  into  use. 
Bass  occasionally  are  taken  up  to  ten  or  fifteen 
pounds,  and  even  larger  ;  but  I  find,  after  taking  a 
great  number  and  regularly  fishing  through  several 
seasons,  that  21b.  constitutes  a  good  average  weight. 
In  drift-line  fishing  I  have  never  saved  a  bass  above 
81b.,  but  having  frequently  been  broken  by  heavy 
fish,  I  doubt  not  they  have  been  beyond  that  weight, 
as  I  have  caught  them  in  the  same  localities  by 
ground  lines  or  with  a  trammel-net  of  121b.  and  141b. 
I  have  heard  of  bass  of  281b.,  but  do  not  happen  to 
have  seen  them,  although  this  size  is  weU  authen- 
ticated.   As  regards  the  length  of  line  to  be  used, 
it  depends  on  the  depth  of  water  and  strength  of 
the  current.    The  bait  should  not  touch  the  bottom, 
because  it  will  then  for  certain  be  spoiled  by  the 
green  harbour  crabs  ;    if,  therefore,  it  should  be 
pinched  by  these  little  plagues,  haul  up  a  yard  or 
two,  and  the  bait  will  escape  damage.    After  the 
tide  has  risen  about  two  and  a  half  hours,  the 
current  in  many  bar-harbours  becomes  too  strong  to 
allow  the  bait  to  be  kept  at  the  required  depth.  In 
this  case  anchor  on  the  flat  ground  on  either  side  of 
the  entrance  in  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  feet 
depth,  and  nearer  or  more  distant  from  the  throat 
of  the  entrance,  according  to  the  strength  of  the 
stream.    Where  the  water  runs  -over  the  edge  of  a 
bank  will  often  be  found  good  fishing.    The  greatest 
drawback  to  this  method  of  fishing  in  bar-harbours 
is  the  frequent  abundance  of  weed  drifting  along 
with  the  tide  at  all  depths. 

There  are  several  river  harbours  on  our  coasts 
having  piers  at  their  entrances,  others  with  none, 
and  on  the  inside  a  strong  eddy  is  caused  on  the 
flowing,  and  on  the  outside  on  the  ebb  tide.  On 
the  flowing  tide  the  tackle  should  be  cast  just 
beyond  the  line  of  the  stream,  when  it  will  work 
round  into  the  eddy  and  afford  the  fish  a  good 
opportunity  to  seize  the  bait.  The  float  should  be 
occasionally  adjusted  so  that  the  bait  may  be 
about  two  feet  off  the  bottom. 

It  often  happens  that  loose  stones  placed  along  ide 
the  woodwork  to  secure  the  foundations  are  carried 
by  the  force  of  the  current  or  heavy  gales  into  the 
chaimel  of  the  entrance  :  the  float  will  here  be  very 
useful  in  keeping  the  baited  hook  above  the  stony 
bottom,  and  unless  this  precaution  is  taken  to  avoid 
an  encumbered  bottom,  much  tackle  will  be 
lost. 

The  paternoster  pattern  line  when  used  over 
rough  ground  should  also  be  provided  with  a  float, 
for  if  frequently  used  to  plumb  the  bottom,  an 
entanglement  will  be  certain  to  ensue. 

In  anghng  for  bass  at  a  harbour  mouth  very  large 
bass  are  frequently  hooked,  in  consequence  of  which 
one  hook  is  better  than  more,  as  two  large  fish  on 
the  angling  rod  would  be  very  difficult  to  manage 
either  from  a  pier  or  boat. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  BEOCHUKE  ON  CLAEET. 

Claeet  has  been  described  as  not  only  a  drink, 
but  a  Uterature.  From  the  St.  Clement's  Press, 
Portugal-street,  Kngsway,  W.C.,  is  now  issued  a 
brochure,  entitled  "  The  King  of  Wines  :  the  Wine 
of  Kings,"  concerning  which  the  waiter  says  :— 
"  In  view  of  the  undoubted  revival  of  interest  dis- 
played of  late  in  regard  to  claret,  both  from  a 
gastronomical  and  dietetic  point  of  view,  by  the 
general  public  and  medical  men,  it  is  thought  that  a 
brief  account  of  the  many  interesting  facts  con- 
nected with  the  famous  Bordeaux  wines  may  be 
welcome  to  those  who  have  not  the  leisure  to 
peruse  the  voluminous  special  literature  on  the 
subject." 
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A  THAMES  ANGLEK  ON  THE 
TWEED. 

SOME  IMPRESSIONS. 


The  Tweed  is  a  magnificent  river  both  for  salmon 
and  trout,  and  the  scenery  on  its  banks  is  as  magni- 
ficent and  romantic  as  one  could  ever  wish  for. 
Fortunate,  indeed,  is  the  angler  who  hves  near  the 
banks  of  the  river,  for  the  fishing,  except  for  salmon, 
is  free  in  most  parts,  whilst  permission  to  fish  the 
preserved  portions  can  often  be  obtained.  The  river, 
however,  is  well  fished,  and,  as  a  rule,  the  local 
anglers  know  every  stretch  of  it.  At  times  they  get 
good  baskets  of  fish,  and  are  most  enthusiastic 
fishermen,  often  setting  out  for  the  river  after  busi- 
ness hours  and  returning  just  after  daj^break.  The 
method  of  fishing  is  mostly  upstream  worming  in 
the  daytime  and  wet-fly  fishing  in  the  evening  or 
at  night. 

The  River  Tweed  discharges  itself  into  the  sea 
at  Berwick,  so  that  one  has  the  choice  of  either  sea 
or  river  fishing.  Berwick  itself  is  an  old-fashioned 
border  town  of  historical  interest.  In  the  statutes 
of  the  realm  it  still  has  the  dignity  of  a  kingdom, 
and  it  is  one  of  the  very  few  walled  towns  now  in 
existence.  One  of  the  old  gates — Cowport — stiU  has 
the  heavy  old  studded  doors  on  massive  hinges, 
whilst  from  the  ramparts,  looking  across  the  Tweed, 
can  be  seen  the  village  of  Spittal,  with  its  extensive 
sands,  to  and  from  which  pleasant  feixymen  convey 
passengers  for  "  the  modest  copper."  A  little  to  the 
right  is  Tweedmouth  and  its  harbour,  in  which,  at 
high  tide,  pollack  are  to  be  caught. 

I  have  just  paid  a  visit  to  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  must  say  that  for  the  angler  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  beautiful  places  to  fish.  The  journey  to 
Berwick,  339  miles,  was  accomphshed  in  grand 
style.  Leaving  King's  Cross  by  the  11.45  p.m. 
Great  Northern  express,  Grantham  was  the  first 
stop.  It  was  a  capital  run  to  York,  just  before 
reaching  which  the  moon  had  vanished  and  the 
morning  had  broken.  It  was  a  grey,  dull  dawn, 
the  trees  in  the  distance  seemed  covered  in  mist,  and 
all  was  still,  except  the  rushing  Great  Northern 
express.  Here  and  there  a  tall  chimney  was  smoking, 
showing  that  work  was  being  done  by  the  night 
shift.  Cattle  were  about  and  grazing  near  New- 
castle, where  I  changed  into  the  North -Eastern 
train  which  went  round  the  Northumbrian  coast, 
passing  Alnmouth,  which  hes  in  a  picturesque 
valley,  and  Beal,  where  one  ahghts  for  Holy  Island 
and  the  Fame  Islands.  (There  is  excellent  sea- 
fishing  round  these  islands,  especially  on  the  eastern 
side.)  Then,  in  a  short  space  of  time,  the  Royal 
Border  Bridge  comes  in  view.  It  was  partly  built 
from  the  stones  of  old  Berwick  Castle,  and  is  just 
over  138ft.  high.  It  is  a  remarkable  bridge,  as  will 
be  judged  by  the  fact  that  it  is  also  2152ft.  in 
length,  has  twenty-eight  arches  of  61ft.  6in.  each 
span.  There  are  1,437,684  cubic  feet  of  masonry 
in  the  structure,  and  1,710,660  bricks  in  the  arches. 
The  train  having  passed  over  this  bridge,  I  was  in 
Berwick,  the  train  arriving  pimctually  at  7.23  a.m. 

Having  explored  the  town  and  surroundings,  I 
made  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  fishing,  and  was 
directed  to  Mr.  J.  McAdam,  the  local  fishing  tackle- 
maker,  of  15,  Wool  Market,  whom  I  found  most 
courteous  and  willing  to  give  any  desired  infor- 
mation. He  is  the  treasurer  of  the  local  angling 
club,  and  treasurer  of  the  Association.  He  is  always 
ready  to  take  anglers  to  some  of  the  best  spots  on 
the  Tweed  and  the  Whitadder,  and  went  with  me 
for  an  afternoon's  trouting  to  Hutton,  a  lovely 
stretch  on  the  latter  river.  On  one  side  of  the 
stream  rocks  rose  to  a  great  height  directly  from  the 
edge  of  the  river,  whilst  on  the  right  bank  going 
up  stream  there  were  meadows  alternating  with 
high,  steep-rising  plantations,  very  wooded  and 
covered  with  ferns  and  wild  flowers. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  Tweed  and  dispose  of  the 
sea-fishing,  which  is  to  be  enjoyed  on  the  pier  and 
in  the  harbour.  Then  we  can  work  our  way  up  the 
river  to  the  fresh-water  fishing.  The  best  time  to 
fish  on  the  pier  is  when  the  tide  is  rising,  and  con- 
tinue to  fish  until  the  tide  has  half  run  out.  Cod 
and  codling  are  to  be  had,  as  well  as  eeLs  and 
flounders.  The  pollack  fishing  is  best  at  night 
when  the  tide  is  full,  fishing  with  white  feathers  as 
the  attraction.  A  small  lead  is  fastened  to  tho  end 
of  the  gut  cast,  and  the  feathers  (two  or  three  on  a 
cast)  are  worked  on  the  draw  and  sink  principle. 
Pollack  of  IJlb.  in  weight  are  plentiful,  and  I 
had  twenty-three  of  these  fish  in  one  and  a  half 


hours.  Locally  these  fish  are  termed  "  puddlers." 
Lythe  ai-e  also  to  be  had  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  by 
fishing  in  the  gloaming,  when  the  tide  is  full.  The 
method  of  fishing  is  to  use  two  or  three  white 
feathers  without  sinker,  and  use  as  in  fly-fishing. 
The  rod  for  this  pm-pose  should  be  strong,  but  fairly 
pliable.  Bright  spinning  baits  are  sometimes  used 
both  for  pollack  and  codling.  The  best  months  for 
pier  and  harbour  fishing  are  from  July  to  September. 
On  the  Spittal  side  of  the  river,  flatfish,  "  puddlers," 
and  eels  are  to  be  had. 

Very  fair  fishing  is  to  be  had  off  the  quay  at  times 
when  the  herring  boats  are  in.  I  had  plenty  of  fish 
and  a  brace  of  sea-trout  there.  One  angler  secured 
a  101b.  salmon  after  exciting  play,  but  it  had  to  be 
retm-ned  as  tho  Tweed  Commissioners  claim  the 
salmon  diu-ing  the  netting  season.  Netting  is  very 
extensively  done  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  up  to 
the  Suspension  Bridge,  and  I  saw  some  fine  fish  of 
161b.  and  181b.  netted. 

The  fresh-water  fishing  is  not  considered  of  much 
accomit  until  we  get  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles 
up  the  river  where  that  pretty  and  prolific  stream 
the  Whitadder  joins  the  main  river  on  the  left-hand 
bank  going  up.  For  a  good  day's  fishing  on  the 
^Vhitadder  one  should  start  at  the  bridge  and  fish 
to  Hutton  Bridge,  about  eight  miles  of  water. 
This  part  of  the  river  is  wide,  well-wooded  in  parts, 
with  flats  and  streams.  Then  another  day  one 
could  fish  from  Hutton  Bridge  to  Ellaton  Bridge — 
another  seven  miles,  all  free  and  well  stocked  with 
trout.  The  fish  are  well  fished  for,  and  are  conse- 
quently shy,  but  in  the  spring  of  the  year  they 
rise  well  to  the  fly  nearly  the  whole  day.  In  the 
fall  of  the  year  they  take  the  worm  greedily  in'the 
day  and  fly  at  eventide.  The  water  is  usually  very 
clear,  and  its  average  depth  is  18in.  Wading  is 
easy,  and  there  are  very  few  deep  holes.  A  second 
day's  fishing  could  be  accomplished  by  starting  at 
Edi-am  and  fishing  up  to  Cumlidge  Mill.  This 
would  be  a  full  and  hard  day's  work  as  the  distance 
by  the  river  is  nearly  twenty  miles. 

The  first  section  worth  mentioning  on  the  Tweed 
itself  is  named  West  Ord,  where  trout  fishing  is 
best  in  the  evening  up  to  the  end  of  September. 
Similar  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  next  few  streams, 
locally  known  as  the  Skeers,  Lower  Bells,  and 
the  Chain  Bridge.  Above  the  latter  place  the  river 
is  fairly  wide,  and  there  are  good  streams  up  to 
Horncliffe.  Above  here  is  St.  x\nthony's  Island, 
where  it  is  preferable  to  fish  the  left-hand  side  going 
up  as  the  current  is  faster.  Near  the  Red  Rock 
the  water  is  rather  dead,  and  worm  fishing  is  more 
successful.  This  is  followed  by  the  Plantation 
stream  at  Norham,  and  the  trees  and  bushes  afford 
good  shelter  for  the  fish.  The  water  is  free  here, 
and  the  usual  method  of  fishing  when  the  water  is 
clear  is  upstream  worming  in  the  day  and  the  fly 
in  the  evening.  Most  of  the  water  is  easily  waded. 
Then  follows  the  shallows  near  Norham  Castle  (the 
Castle  is  now  used  as  a  tea-garden  for  visitors),  and 
there  are  two  or  three  small  islands.  Twenty  yards 
or  so  higher  up  we  come  to  the  Churchyard  stream 
— always  well  worth  a  trial — ^then  tho  Bendibus 
and  Norham  Bridge.  About  four  miles  further  on 
is  Twizel,  which  is  a  favourite  fishing  rendezvous. 

The  River  Till  joins  the  Tweed  here.  The  portion 
at  its  junction  is  private,  but  if  one  could  get  a 
permit  from  Colonel  Blake  at  Twizel  there  would 
be  excellent  trouting.  Considerably  higher  up  the 
Till  is  the  Wooler  water,  which  belongs  to  the 
Association.  There  is  a  long  stretch  consisting  of 
deeps  and  shallows.  This  river  is  deeper  and  slower 
than  the  Whitadder,  and  in  parts  is  dangerous  for 
wading.  It  is,  however,  well  wooded,  and  there 
are  good  casts  from  the  bank.  The  fish  run  up  to 
l|lb.  and  over.  It  has  been  restocked,  and  is  full 
of  trout.  Two  keepers  look  after  the  water,  for 
which  a  nominal  charge  of  2s.  6d.  per  annum 'is 
made.  Holders  of  the  Association  ticket  have  the 
privilege  of  reduced  railway  fares  on  the  North- 
Eastern  line.  Sea-trout  are  also  to';be  had,  and  a 
few  pike  up  to  71b.  or  81b.,  though  a  reward  is 
given  to  those  who  catch  the  latter  class  of  fish. 

The  Tweed  itself  flows  through  Twizel,  and  is 
close  to  the  station.  It  can  be  fished  by  either 
turning  up  stream  to  the  right  or  through  a  very 
high  and  wooded  plantation  on  the  left.  There  is  a 
small  path  winding  through  the  wood  down  to 
the  river  bank  near  the  weir.  Here,  too,  are  two 
small  islands,  known  as  Dreiper  Islands,  upon  which 
rabbits  abound.  The  back  part  of  the  island  can 
all  be  waded  in  safety  under  normal  conditions, 
and  by  wading  the  centre  of  the  backwater  and 
casting  under  the  bushes  and  trees  one  is  always 


likely  to  secm-e  some  good  trout.  The  lower  end 
of  the  island  is  deeper,  and  fishes  perhaps  the  best. 
By  coming  round  the  island  the  main  channel  can 
be  fished  up  to  the  weir.  The  fast  water  of  the 
latter  extends  about  200  or  300  yards  below,  and 
can  nearly  all  be  safely  waded.  One  can  wade  on 
to  the  weir  itself  and  fish  the  fast  runs,  and  usually 
the  largest  fish  ai'e  had  in  this  class  of  water. 
Above  the  weir  the  water  is  wider  than  the  Thames 
at  Walton,  and  in  places  is  deep.  Above  there  is 
Tweed  Mill,  to  fish  the  stream  of  which  permission 
must  be  obtained.  Five  miles  above  is  Coldstream, 
and  higher  up  there  is  good  trouting  at  Sprouston. 
Here  the  fishing  is  partly  free  and  partly  private. 
Permission  can  occasionally  be  had  of  Mr.  Selby 
Parston  at  Mendrum.  Then  we  reach  Kelso,  which 
is  also  a  noted  station. 

Another  day's  fishing  would  be  by  going  by  train 
from  Berwick  to  Reston  and  fishing  the  River  Eye 
from  Reston  to  Grant's  House.  It  is  a  small 
stream  teeming  with  trout,  but  they  are  small  burn 
fish.  They  feed  greedily  on  the  worm  when  the 
water  is  in  flood,  but  they  have  to  be  approached 
carefully — -practically  stalked — in  the  summer- 
time. It  is  all  bank  fishing,  and  as  both  banks 
are  very  wooded  there  is  plenty  of  cover  for  the 
fish.  There  are  many  other  grand  places  to  fish, 
but  these  are  my  rough  impressions  on  a  first  visit, 
and  I  can  heartily  recommend  any  angler  in 
search  of  a  quiet  holiday  amidst  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  scenery  it  has  ever  been  my  good 
fortune  to  see  to  try  this  district  for  trouting. 
The  local  people  are  most  enthusiastic  over  angling, 
and  will  be  found  ever  ready  to  afford  the  visitor 
assistance.  The  return  from  Berwick  was,  if  any- 
thing, more  rapid  than  the  journey  there.  Leaving 
at  12:15  p.m..  King's  Cross  was  reached,  with  only 
two  stops,  at  7.23  a.m. — a  marvellous  journey 
indeed.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


COMPAEATIVE  GAMENESS  OF 
BLUEFISH  AND  BLACK  BASS. 


Varying  views  show  how  anglers  love  their 
especial  hobbies,  and  how  hard  those  hobbies  are 
ridden.  Each  angler  recognises  that  the  other  is  a 
true  sportsman ;  each  has  his  own  best  loved 
angling  world  so  close  before  his  eyes  that  his 
horizon  and  perspective  are  distorted.  And  each 
has  a  silent,  hurt  sense  of  being  misunderstood, 
and'  a  more  or  less  quiet  but  vague  sense  of 
something  like  contempt  for  the  other's  choice 
of  environment  while  he  angles.  They  Tlo  not 
fraternise.  The  bass  fisherman  very  seldom  wets  a 
line  in  salt  water ;  the  sea  angler  accepts  and  is 
happy  in  his  silence,  and  goes  on  using  bait  and 
a  lead  sinker.  Each  angler  rather  despises  the 
other.  Scarcely  a  tenth  of  the  angling  experi- 
ences of  salt-water  men  is  written  to  the  sport- 
ing publications,  as  compared  with  the  flood  of 
such  experiences  that  such  editors  receive  from 
the  fresh-water  fellows.  And  this  is  regrettable. 
Anyhow,  very  many  of  us  fresh-water  anglers 
want  to  know  our  salt-water  brothers  better.  So 
it  is  hoped  that  some  of  them  will  give  us  a  dis- 
cussion in  these  columns  over  one  of  their  favourite 
claims — namely,  that  the  bluefish  is  a  far  more 
gamy,  fiercer,  and  stronger  fighter  than  the  black 
bass. 

"  But,"  declare  the  salt-water  anglers  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  York,  "we  invited  such  a  discussion 
two  or  three  years  ago.  One  of  our  men,  Newark, 
printed  a  'defi.'  in  the  New  York  Sun,  and  invited 
those  salmon  fishermen  who  spent  fifteen  hours 
landing  a  201b.  salmon  to  come  with  him  chumming 
off  Seabright,  bringing  their  boasted  trout  tackle, 
and  have  a  41b.  bluefish  smash  that  tackle  in 
fifteen  seconds." 

With  shame  be  it  spoken  that,  so  far  as  the 
writer  knows,  the  salt-water  fellows  are  right  in 
that  statement.  Nobody  accepted  the  challenge. 
And  the  New  York  Sun  added  an  editorial,  prob- 
ably written  by  a  salt-water  angler,  which  declared 
that  the  black  bass  was  a  good  fighter,  but  not  in 
the  same  class  for  gameness  as  the  bluefish,  and 
finished  by  asserting  that  he  who  hooked  a  healthy 
bluefish  would  "  think  he  had  the  devU  by  the 
tail." 

Yet  the  man  who  connects  with  a  black  bass 
weighing  about  31b.,  one  that  has  been  trained  and 
developed  in  the  rapids  and  eddies  of  a  swift 
mountain  river,  will  have  something  doing,  and 
know  that  his  work  has  been  cut  out  for  him. 
The  writer  would  like  to  have  Newark  lead  him  to 
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where  he  cannot  hold  a  51b.  bluefish  on  an  8oz. 
bamboo  rod,  with  a  free  reel  holding  200ft.  of  line. 

He  is  inclined  to  grant  that  when  mist  and  spray- 
are  busy  in  wan  light  above  long  billows  in  a  strong 
breeze,  and  the  careening  boat,  with  white  sails  full 
and  stiff,  is  followed  by  soaring  gulls,  the  environ- 
ment of  the  salt-water  angler  is  more  full  of  beauty 
and  thrill  than  that  of  the  fresh-water  fisherman 
among  pmes,  mountain,  wild  flowers,  and  birds. 
But  he  will  not  admit  that  a  three-pound  bluefish 
IS  stronger  and  fuller  of  fight  than  a  three-pound 
small -mouthed  black  bass.  And  here  are  some  of 
his  experiences,  saying  nothing  of  similar  ones  at 
Fire  Island,  on  Great  South  Bay,  off  Long  Branch, 
and  near  Barnegat. 

In  1880,  a  whole  summer  was  spent  trith  Captain 
Jim  Elliott,  cruising,  loafing,  fishing,  and  eating 
oysters  and  crabs,  from  the  north  end  of  Currituck 
Sound  to  Ocracoke  Inlet  on  Pamlico  Sound,  easily 
two  thousand  niiles  of  cruising  and  angling  in  salt 
water.  Captain  Jim,  our  skipper,  soon  respected 
the  two  eight-ounce  bamboo  rods  that  he  had  so 
ridiculed  when  he  met  us  at  Norfolk.  Each  reel 
held  200  feet  of  oiled  sUk  line.  Of  course  the  hooks 
were  larger  than  those  used  in  catching  black  bass, 
and  their  snells  were  of  wire,  for  the  bluefish  has  a 
much  bonier  and  more  powerful  mouth  than  the 
bass,  and  his  teeth  may  be  felt  through  the  toe  of 
a  boot.  Time  and  again  we  saw  young  dead  shad 
that  had  been  bitten  almost  into  two  pieces  by 
those  salt-water  buccaneers. 

The  rods  were  used  to  land  bluefish,  getting  all 
the  fun  from  their  struggles  that  was  possible  ;  for 
we  had  no  use  for  numbers.  But  it  is  well  within 
the  facts  to  say  that,  during  the  ninety  days,  each 
of  those  rods  landed  five  hundred  bluefish,  some 
weighmg  71b.  The  rods  never  failed,  and  were 
brought  back  to  New  York  in  October.  A  good 
tackle  dealer  examined  them,  fixed  a  loose  reel 
seat  on  one,  substituted  two  ferrules  on  the  other, 
and  handed  them  back  to  their  owners  with  the 
statement  that  they  were  "all  right,"  and  "as 
good  as  new." 

Then  we  had  an  autumn  quest  for  black  bass  on 
the  Delaware  Eiver  at  the  Gap.  It  was  a  day  of 
fair  sport  at  tl^e  eddy  there  below  the  Susquehanna 
railroad  bridge.  The  water  is  deep,  and  gradually 
shoals  for  four  hundred  feet,  until  it  breaks  in 
rapids  above  the  O'Brien  house  on  the  Jersey  side 
of  the  river. 

We  had  the  same  rods,  new  lines,  the  usual  bass 
hooks  tied  with  Montreal  flies;  and  the  slow 
current  of  the  river  in  that  deep  water  was  a  much 
less  severe  strain  than  that  caused  by  a  moving 
sailboat  when  bluefishing.  A  black  bass  weighing 
about  3 Jib.  took  my  comrade's  fly.  The  fish  swam 
straight  toward  the  boat  ten  times  more  swiftly 
than  the  fisher  could  reel  in,  even  with  the  aid  of 
the  sweep  and  curve  of  the  rod,  and  went  under 
the  boat,  snappmg  the  rod  at  the  second  joint ! 
It  was  all  over  in  ten  seconds,  and  it  is  best  that  a 
veil  be  drawn  over  the  language  of  that  defeated 
angler  The  rod,  yet  unmended,  hangs  in  a 
Brooklyn  fishing  den,  labelled  as  a  ruin  and  tribute 
to  the  prowess  of  a  lively  black  bass. 

Ten  minutes  later  another  bass  was  hooked  by 
the  writer.  It  easily  weighed  31b.,  for  it  leaped 
r^^.  ^'^'^  approximately  estimated, 

lhat  fash  circled  the  boat  four  times,  m  ample 
room  of  water  for  himself  and  the  angler  to  fight 
It  out.    iirmg,  the  bass  came  almost  to  the  ready 
/'.T *'  f""^  straight  down  within 

Ott  of  the  boat,  fairly  sphtting  a  crack  in  the 
water  and  breaking  the  tip  of  the  rod,  but  was  so 
firmly  hooked  that  when  the  line  was  grabbed,  he 
was  brought  in  without  further  use  of  the  crippled 
rod.  As  the  fish  was  held  in  a  tight  grip  ik  the 
left  hand  and  the  hook  was  released  with  the 
right,  he  gave  a  giant  twist  and  struggle  even  in 
that  pinching,  hand-broad  clasp,  and  actually 
propelling  himself  free  feU  into  the  river,  aiid  was 
gone ! 

Now,  here  were  the  same  rods  and  reels,  and 
the  same  kinds  of  lines,  used  by  the  same  hands, 
on  salt  and  fresh  water,  for  bluefish  and  for  black 
bass.  Five  hundred  bluefish  taken  by  each  rod, 
and  the  rods  remained  effective.  Four  black  bass 
each  at  the  Gap,  and  the  fifth  one  smashed  the 
rod  in  each  case. 

These  facts  lead  me  to  believe  that,  ounce  for 
ounce,  the  black  bass  is  a  more  dangerous  quarry 
than  the  bluefish-that  he  is  gamier,  livelier, 
capable  of  lightning-like  rushes  that  enable  hiiA 
to  strain  the  tackle  with  unexpected  turns  and 
jerks;  and  that  if  the  man  who  hooka  a  bluefish 


thinks  he  "has  the  devil  by  the  tail,"  he  who 
hooks  about  a  three-pound  black  bass  in  a  swift 
mountain  river  may  have  cause  to  think  the  devil 
has  got  him. 

The  salmon  is  quite  as  lively  and  strong  a  fighter 
as  the  bluefish;  yet,  while  in  Newfoundland,  the 
writer,  using  a  rod  of  only  eight  ounces  in  weight 
without  the  reel,  brought  to  gaff  over  a  dozen 
small  salmon,  weighing  from  31b.  to  51b.  each. 

And  yet  those  men  who  fish  for  "  blues  "  should 
study  the  relative  weight  of  the  tackle  used  by  the 
Tuna  Club  at  Santa  Oatalina  Island.  Using  that 
light  line  and  comparatively  weak  rod  (when  the 
great  size  of  the  tuna  is  considered),  those  anglers 
who  go  out  from  the  little  village  of  Avalon  often 
have  their  boats  towed  five,  six,  or  even  fifteen 
miles  by  a  hooked  fish.  Such  an  angler  would 
smile  as  he  read  Newark's  challenge,  and  tell  him 
to  come  west  and  learn  something  about  fishing  in 
salt  water  with  a  rod  and  reel,  before  being  too 
sure  that  his  bluefish  off  Seabright  could  not  be 
landed  with  relatively  lighter  rods  and  reels,  and 
that  "they  would  be  smashed  in  fifteen  seconds." 

Now,  "come  one,  come  all,"  ye  salt-water 
anglers,  and  give  proof  of  your  claims  for  the  blue- 
fish. We  want  your  experiences  and  arguments. 
Meanwhile,  here's  to  their  health,  as  we  look  for 
a  date  when  we  can  go  up  to  the  Gap  and  have 
another  day  with  the  black  bass,  those  burly  water 
pirates  and  bullies  of  the  superb  Delaware  river. 

But  may  our  friends  of  the  salt  water  also  have 
good  sport  as  the  tide  favours  them.:  May  they 
be  safe  and  happy  as  they  angle,  and  have  full 
baskets  when  they  come  home  in  the  gloaming, 
with  one  rail  of  their  sailboat  a-wash.— L.  F. 
Beown  in  New  York  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
toUowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

min.  for  Chelsea.  f65  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


40  „    „   Putney.  AdrlJ^^   •>  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""180  „  „  Twickenliam. 
,50   „    „   Barnes.  ,  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  ipinutes  later. 
N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watee  at  London  Bridge. 
„  ,    ,        ^  ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     July  28    6.19    6  44 

Sunday,        „     29    7.10   7.38 

Monday,         „     30    8.  8    8  41 

Tuesday         „     31    9. 16    a  54 

Wednesday,  Aug.   1    10.32    n  9 

Thursday,      „      2   11 46  — 

Friday,  „       3    0.20  0.50 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remabks.— Sport  on  the 
river  has  improved  somewhat,  and  barbel,  bream, 
and  roach  have  been  feeding  fairly  well.  A  trout 
of  5Jlb.  has  been  caught  at  Cookham  by  Mr.  May, 
and  a  fine  barbel  of  91b.  5oz.  has  been  taken  at 
Abingdon,  whUst  at  Marlow  Mr.  Green  has  had 
sixteen  of  these  fish,  one  going  71b.  Soz.  At 
the  same  place  Mr.  Isenberg  has  had  thirty  barbel. 
A  bream  of  5Ib.  has  been  taken  by  a  bank  angler 
off  the  Canbury  Promenade  at  Kingston,  and 
another  bank  fisher  had  three  of  2Ib.  each.  The 
magistrates  at  Spelthorne  on  Monday  announced 
their  determination  to  suppress  rowdyism  on  the 
river  Thames.  William  R.  Uncle,  twenty- 
five,  Portman-place,  Mile-end,  and  Frank  Bell, 
twenty-four,  Camden-street,  Islington,  were 
summoned  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  for 
being  drunk  and  using  improper  language  on  the 
river  at  Laleham.  The  solicitor  for  the  Conservancy 
said  that  in  these  cases  there  was  always  consider- 
able difficulty  in  getting  the  proper  names  and 
addresses  of  offenders.  Both  the  defendants  gave 
false  addresses.  He  desired  to  warn  all  masters  of 
launches  that  they  were  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  persons  on  their  launches,  and  would  be  pro- 
ceeded against  if  the  names  of  the  actual  offenders 
could  not  be  ascertained.  Each  defendant  was 
fined  £10. — F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

Thames  (Henley),— The  water  is  now  in  a  very 
clear  and  low  state  with  little  stream  ;  a  good  rain 
would  improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  Baited 
swims  have  fish  much  better,  and  a  local  angler  out 
with  R.  Young,  near  Medmenham,  has  taken 
some  401b.  of  roach,  chub,  perch,  and  barbel,  and 
a  trout  of  8  or  91b.  has  been  killed  at  Shiplake. 
A  patron  of  G.  Arlett  has  taken  among  other  fish  a 
chub  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Pryke  has  taken  a  perch, 
1  lb.  12oz. — Stanley  Mead. 


Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bbidue. — The  Ixford  Angling  Society  had  a  very 
good  day's  sport  here  on  July  I'j,  forty-five 
members  taking  part  in  the  outing  ;  401b.  of  fish 
was  weighed  in  during  the  evening;  the  prize  of 
£1  Is.  for  best  roach  being  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Lindars 
with  a  1  lb.  3oz.  fish.  Mr.  Francombe  and  Mr. 
Chaundy  have  been  busy  among  the  chub,  several 
good  fish  have  met  their  fate  by  their  skill ;  and 
Mrs.  Walton  landed  a  chub  of  31b.  Mrs.  Chaundy 
and  Mrs.  Francombe  have  also  been  kept  busy. 
Water  remains  clear,  and  a  good  rain  will  consider- 
ably improve  matters  — A.  Stkacy. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  is  in  very  fair 
condition,  rather  bright,  but  with  a  good  stream 
for  July.  I  have  nothinj?  much  to  report,  having 
only  done  a  few  hours'  roach  fishing  occasionally, 
getting  some  ^-pounders,  some  big  dace,  and  a  few 
chub  up  to  1  lb.  5oz.,  on  gentles.  Eels  are  feeding 
well,  and  some  good  ones  are  being  taken  by  the 
bank  anglers. — P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  July  21 :— On  July  10,  Mr.  G.  A.  H.  Wills 
caught  four  trout,  weighing  51b.  4oz.,  31b.  4oz., 
3Ib.  4oz.,  and  31b.  8oz.  (boat);  Mr.  E.  J.  Hunt, 
three,  31b.  6oz.,  31b.,  and  21b.  5oz.  (bank) ;  Mr.  G. 
E.  Mackay,  three,  41b.,  41b.  12oz.,  and  31b.  Soz. 
(boat) ;  Capt.  Tilney,  one,  21b.  4oz.  (boat).  On 
July  17,  Mr.  N.  H.  Wills,  one,  5lb.  (boat);  Mr.  J. 
P.  Stanley,  one,  51b.  (boat),  on  July  18,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Stanley,  one,  21b.  Soz.  (boat);  Mr.  A.  F.  Millar, 
one,  31b.  (bank);  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  one,  41b.  (boat). 
On  July  19,  Capt.  Tiloey,  one,  21b.  Soz.  (boat); 
Major  Tilney,  three,  31b.  4oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  and  21b.  Soz. 
(boat) ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Millar,  two,  31b.  3oz.  and  lib.  5oz. ; 
Mr.  Alex.  Hall,  seven,  4lb.  4oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  31b.  3oz., 
31b.,  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  and  1  lb.  Soz.  On  July  20, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Otter,  one,  31b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Davey  Taylor, 
one,  41b.  12oz.  On  July  21,  Mr.  Davey  Taylor, 
three,  41b.  Soz.,  31b.,  and  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  C. 
Gathorne  Hill,  two,  31b.  Soz.  and  2ib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  H. 
Carter  Webber,  five,  41b.  12oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  Soz., 
31b.,  and  31b.  Soz.  (boat). — Donald  Carb. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Wateroeaou;. — The  river  is 
in  first-class  trim  for  general  angling.  The  holiday 
angler  is  now  seen  in  numbers  larger  than  in  any 
previous  year  this  stretch  of  the  Cam  being  easy 
of  access,  only  fifteen  minutes  from  the  station, 
and  good  accommodation  on  the  spot.  During  the 
week  mid-day  the  hot  dry  weather  has  been  against 
successful  sport,  but  early  morning  and  evening 
good  fair  summer  takes  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch 
are  recorded.  Bream  is  all  the  go  now.  Punt  on  the 
spot.  All  free  water.  Best  baits  Brandling  worm  and 
wheat. — John  O.  George,  Becks-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  very 
low  and  rod  fishing  is  quite  at  a  discount.  A  few 
fish  have  been  taken  at  night  between  8  and  10.30. 
Mr.  H.  Full  has  had  a  couple  of  peal,  Mr.  E.  Distin 
a  peal  and  three  trout,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  a  peal 
of  2Jlb.  Unless  there  is  a  good  spate  there  is  not 
likely  to  be  any  improvement  in  the  prospects. 
Peal  are  not  so  numerous  in  the  river 
at  this  period  of  the  year  is  usual. 
Totnes  and  Hood  Weirs,  owing  to  lack  of  water, 
are  not  passable  for  fish.  The  net  fishermen  are 
doing  next  to  nothing,  and  the  Hempston  Fishery 
Association  have  only  been  able  to  transfer  two 
from  their  nets  to  the  upper  waters.  Shoals  of 
mullet  come  up  the  river  at  every  tide.  The. 
Conservators,  who  have  for  some  time  been  paying 
Is.  per  head  for  shags  killed  on  Monday,  had  before 
theni  a  proposition  to  pay  a  similar  amount  in  the 
ensuing  six  months  for  herons  killed,  it  being  stated 
that  these  birds  had  become  unduly  numerous  and 
did  great  damage  in  small  trout  streams  and  in  the 
spawning  beds  in  winter.  The  evil  was  admitted, 
but  it  was  thought  the  proposition  was  too  drastic, 
and  eventually  it  was  agreed  to  ask  the  owners  of 
heronries  to  shoot  a  few  of  the  birds. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  story  from  all  the 
Devon  streams  is  that  of  lack  of  water  and  dry 
weirs,  which  prevent  the  fish  reaching  the  upper 
waters.  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
secured  on  the  Lyn.  There  is  much  complaint  of 
the  disturbance  by  otters  on  the  Taw.  E.xeter 
magistrates  have  fined  William  Denley  five  shillings 
and  costs  for  taking  a  141b.  salmon  which  he  saw  in 
shallow  water  in  the  Exe.  Robert  Denley  was  sur- 
prised by  a  policeman  with  a  161b.  salmon  inside 
the  lining  of  his  coat ;  he  said  he  saw  it  dying  and 
picked  it  up.  He  was  fined  £1  and  costs. — 
Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — July  is  always  a  slack  month 
with  Eden  anglers.  Trout  seem  to  think  they  have 
been  worried  enough,  and  are  entitled  to  a  rest,  and 
they  are  beginning  to  fall  off  in  condition  ;  and  the 
herlLngs  will  not  come  up  in  any  number  till 
August.  The  first  run  of  yellow  or  orange-fins  has 
begun,  but  they  are  small,  poor  things  com- 
pared to  the  herlings  proper.  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell 
and  Mr.  Mason  Scott  have  been  getting  a  few 
with    an    odd    sea-trout  or  two  in  the  Cargo 
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water.  There  were  a  fair  lot  of  salmon  and  grilse 
in  the  Solway  last  week,  one  of  the  Carlisle  fish- 
mongers having  about  fifty  grilse  off  one  tide,  but 
so  far  the  summer  migration  has  been  poor,  like 
that  of  the  spring.  It  i^  difficult  to  account  for  the 
falling  off.  If,  as  is  said,  we  are  to  expect  good  and 
bad  cycles  in  the  seasons,  we  seem  to  be  having  a 
long  bad  cycle  at  present. — Silveb  Grey. 

I!xe  and  Canal  (Exeter)^ — The  intense  heat 
and  the  low  state  of  the  rivers  have  stopped  all  sport 
except  in  the  early  mornings  and  late  evenings, 
when  some  trout  have  been  caught.  In  the  canal 
some  tench,  roach,  and  perch  have  been  caught, 
but  the  weeds  militate  against  good  sport.  In  the 
Greedy  and  Culm  a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken, 
and  rain  would  improve  matters.  The  sea- fishing 
at  Exmouth,  Teignmouth.  and  around  the  surround- 
ing coast  has  been  indifferent,  bass  and  a  few 
mackerel  at  the  two  first-named  station^,  and  some 
flatfish  in  the  Bight  off  the  Warren.  Some  fine 
mullet  are  now  in  Exmouth  Dock. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaxies. — With  the  river  clear  and 
weedy  sport  has  not  been  general,  but  in  the  Rye 
House  and  St.  Margarets  districts  fome  nice  baskets 
have  been  met  with.  Roach  have  been  principally 
caught.  More  tench  have  been  taken  in  the  Broad- 
water, St.  Margarets,  and  here  bream  and  eels  have 
also  been  caught.  The  early  morning  and  evening 
are  the  best  times  for  fishing.  In  the  clear  water 
many  fine  fish  hare  been  seen  in  the  public  and 
preserved  reaches.  Dace  have  been  secured  from 
the  Beane,  but  no  good  sport  with  trout  is  reported. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  running  clear  but  low.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  of  late,  and  have  tried  fly  and  wasp 
grub,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been 
landed.  A  flush  of  water  would  greatly  improve 
wasp  grub  fishing.— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborongh) — Roach  are  well  on  the 
feed,  and  have  provided  rare  good  sport  for  the 
past  few  days,  many  'heavy  bags  having  been 
secured,  a  large  number  of  the  fish  weighing  over  a 
pound.  Bream,  perch,  and  pike  have  also  been 
taken ;  but  we  are  now  badly  in  need  of  rain,  and 
if  we  do  not  get  some  shortly,  the  river  in  some 
parts  will  present  a  sorry  spectacle,  the  water  being 
exceptionally  low.  —  E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Holjrwell  Perry).— The  water  here  has 
been  very  nice  for  angling  generally,  but  we  could 
do  with  more  rain  now.  Several  gentlemen  (Messrs. 
Fraser,  Geeves,  Churton,  White,  Mather  and  others) 
have  been  down,  and  perch  have  been  the  principal 
takes,  Mr.  Churton  getting":  the  best,  and  also  some 
good  rudd  during  the  week.  To-day  (July  25)  I 
had  some  nice  perch  brought  in  one  of  the  boats, 
taken  with  wheat. — A.  Scabd. 

Onse  (Hnntingdon). — Water  only  in  fair  order. 
Sport  poor,  bream  and  roach  being  dead  off,  rudd 
have  been  taking  fairly  well  just  at  twilight.  A 
heavy  rain  is  much  needed  to  wash  away  the  weeds 
and  put  a  little  colour  in  the  water. — Charles  A. 
Bkyant. 

Stour  (Bures,  Snifolk). — Water  still  very  clear, 
and  although  no  heavy  bags  have  been  taken  sport 
is  looking  better.  On  July  22,  Mr.  Geo.  Root 
had  a  few  bream  up  to  SJlb.  in  weight,  and  Mr.  A. 
Powell  amongst  others  a  roach  of  1  lb.  6oz.  and 
three  tench,  largest  1  lb.  12oz.  Lobworm  or 
brandling  are  the  most  killing  baits. — W.  T. 
Bainbeidge. 

Snssez  Bivers  and  Cbichesier  Canal.— A 
fine  week  has  been  experienced,  and  early  and  late 
fishing  have  been  productive.  Rivers  are  in  good 
order  and  volume,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Ouse,  in  the  Fletching  district,  pike  up 
to  6|lb.,  chub  of  2Jlb.,  and  roach  weighing  1  lb.  2oz. 
In  a  take  of  nine  fish  the  smallest  was  lloz. 
From  the  Barcombe  district.  Lower  Ouse,  or  Cuck 
mere,  notes  have  not  reached  me.  The  Canal  at 
Chichester  is  in  excellent  order  and  up  to  normal 
height.  Pike  have  been  feeding  in  the  upper 
reach,  and  Mr.  Gilmore  with  live  gorge  secured 
a  brace  at  the  week-end,  one  fish  of  5^1b.  Bream 
in  the  early  morning  and  evening  have  given 
sport.  Several  fish  of  from  21b.  to  31b.  have  been 
taken  with  paste  and  gentles.  Roach  have  greatly 
improved  since  a  few  seasons  ago.  Several  have 
been  taken  from  12oz.  to  lib.  2oz. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order. 
The  fish  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly  in  the 
evening.  Wasp  grub  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing, 
and  the  fish  are  taking  it  well,  and  fine  dishes  of 
trout  ha;ve  been  taken.  In  the  water  at  Ludford 
Bridge  trout  of  1  lb.  IJoz.  have  been  landed  with 
it. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  (Newark). — So  low  is  the  Trent  that 
anglers  have  been  at  their  wits'  end  to  secure 
sport;  though  it  should  be  suitable  for  barbel 
fishing,  only  odd  ones  have  been  secured 
from  the  various  local  waters.  From  the 
Farndon  length  a  nice  take  of  bream  was  made 


by  Mr.  W.  Holmes  with  bread  paste,  close  upon 
401b.  falling  to  his  rod.  Some  chub  have  been 
showing  at  the  club  room,  ranging  from  2^1b. 
downwards,  but  they  are  far  from  being  in  con- 
dition. With  the  same  lure  roach  have  been 
bagged  approaching  1  lb.  in  weight,  and  these  show 
a  better  colouring  than  usually  found  in  July. 
From  the  Muckham  water  a  few  barbel  have  been 
taken  with  worms,  and  a  carp  of  41b.  weight 
was  also  landed.  Eel  and  flounder  fishermen  have 
fared  best,  and  just  now  this  is  best  to  follow.  Thfe 
Piscatorials'  half-year  closed  on  July  25,  but  the 
specimens  do  not  equal  the  ordinary  run,  the 
following  beiiig  best :  roach,  1  lb.  2Joz.  4  shots  ; 
dace,  9Joz.  8  shots ;  bream,  21b.  lOoz.  ;  chub,  21b. 
14f  oz. ;  perch,  I  lb.  2Joz.  8  shots,  and  bleak,  2Joz. 
shots. — Teentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonring 
Rivers. — The  few  showers  of  rain  during  the 
week  have  not  been  enough  to  improve  our 
rivers  which  are  in  a  filthy  condition  with  green 
flannel  weed.  I  hear  of  a  couple  of  rods  fishing 
the  pools  for  jack  on  the  Blyth,  and  have 
killed  some  small  ones  from  lib.  to  31b.  The 
Coquet  is  also  low,  and  few  anglers  have  been 
out.  A  few  trout  have  been  killed  above  Felton 
Bridge  with  fly,  evening  fishing.  Mr.  Fletcher 
killed  on  fly  a  nice  31b.  sea-trout.  There  are  a 
good  few  fresh  fish  in  the  pool,  but  they  will  look  at 
nothing.  The  deep  water  at  Acklington  Bend  holds 
over  two  dozen  fresh  fish  and  salmon.  Anglers  are 
waiting  for  more  rain,  when  they  expect  to  have 
a  good  time.  Sea  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  Mr. 
Mackenzie  and  friend,  of  Newcastle,  on  July  22, 
sailed  out  from  North  Shields  for  about  four  hours, 
and  returned  with  7  stone  of  whiting,  etc.  Another 
boat  a  few  days  ago  got  amongst  the  mackereil  and 
killed  fourteen.  Our  coast  is  now  full  of  fish,  and 
sport  is  very  good  indeed. — Henry  A.  MfciRTON. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Many  jack  have  been 
seen  feeding,  and  one  of  51b.  has  been  taken  ;  some 
large  carp  have  also  been  seen.  The  bream  are 
taking  better  as  the  season  advances. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  excellent  condition  for  fishing 
during  the  past  week,  and  some  exceptionally  good 
fish  have  been  taken  from  different  parts  of  the 
above  streams,  the  Wye  affording  fairly  good 
baskets,  several  brace  per  rod  having  been 
obtained  by  those  who  have  persevered  and 
fishing  late  in  the  evening.  The  Derwent  is 
much  discoloured,  and  has  still  a  brown  shade 
in  it,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught  in 
the  higher  reaches  of  this  river,  Hathersage  and 
Chatsworth  fisheries  yielding  a  nice  few  fish, 
and  also  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  water  finding 
its  members  nice  sport.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland 
and  a  friend,  fishing  this  water  on  Saturday,  July  21, 
took  a  very  nice  basket  of  fish.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  yielded  the 
best  fish.  Mr.  J.  Coates,  fishing  this  water  on 
Saturday,  July  21,  in  Matlockdale,  took  a  trout 
weighing  21b.,  with  Red  Spinner  ;  and  the  following 
takes  below  Cromford  : — Mr.  S.  Thompson,  of  Derby, 
on  July  18,  caught,  with  the  Apple  Green  Fly,  one 
trout  weighing  31b.  3oz.,  one  trout  21b.,  two  trovit 
IJlb.  each,  and  one  trout  1  lb.  Coz.  I  think  this  is 
good.  Mr.  H.  Cooper  had  two  afternoons  fishing,  and 
caught  two  and  a  half  brace  weighing  4Jlb.  and  3 Jib., 
and  three  and  a  half  brace  weighing  51b.  respectively ; 
also  Mr.  Everitt,  of  Derby,  took  several  brace. 
Prospect  fairly  good.  Useful  flies  with  the  above 
mentioned  :  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat, 
Golden  Dun,  Little  Marryatt,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Orange  Bumble;  Moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks).  —  These  rivers  are  now  quickly 
running  down  to  their  normal  summer  level.  Both 
have  been  in  capital  trim  for  some  days,  a  lot  of 
rain  having  fallen  on  several  days  last  week  on  the 
Wensleydale  and  Swaledale  moorlands,  and  fly 
fishing  has  been  fairly  successful.  Some  of  the 
members  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Association 
on  the  Yore  have  done  well,  and  dishes  from 
3  brace  up  to  13  brace  have  been  caught ;  the 
most  killing  flies  have  been  the  Brown  Owl 
with  tinselled  body.  Crimson  Partridge,  Orange 
Partridge,  Poult  Bloa,  Claret  Dun,  Red  Palmer, 
and  Knotted  Midge ;  these  flies  can  always  be 
depended  upon  to  kill  well  on  the  Upper  Yore 
during  the  month  of  July  if  the  fish  are  rising  at 
all.  Lower  down  the  river  the  fly  has  not  been 
so  successful,  and  I  hear  this  is  the  case  up  the 
Swale,  but  the  bottom  fishermen  are  doing 
fairly  well  with  maggot  and  Wasp  Grub.  At 
Boroughbridge  a  number  of  rods  have  \)een  out. 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  amongst  the  roach  and 
dace.  The  Wharfe  has  been  freshened  up  with 
local  thunderstorms  in  the  upper  reaches.  Some 
nice  panniers  of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly  and 
worm,  also  with  the  natural  minnow,  spun  on  the 
small  Chapman  spinner ;  the  bottom  fishermen  in 
the  lower  reaches  have  done  well,  some  very  heavy 


baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught  at 
Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf.  The  Nidd  has  been  in 
fairly  good  trim,  some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  the  trout  with  the  fly  in  the  higher 
reaches.  Prospects  would  be  good  if  more  rain  fell ; 
the  best  cast  of  flies  to  rely  on  would  be  Brown  Owl, 
Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Black  Midge. — 
John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland,. — On  July 
1(),  Capt.  Robertson  Reid,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twelve,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  twenty-one,  141b.,  and  one  of  4}\h. 
On  July  17,  Messrs.  Wilson,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
twenty,  6 Jib.  On  July  18,  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  on 
Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-seven,  101b.  On  July  21, 
Capt.  Robertson  Reid,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty- 
nine,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Cordiner,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty, 
10|lb. ;  Mr.  Conochar,  on  Loch  Cama,  fifteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Ramsbottom,  on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen,  81b. 
On  July  23,  Professor  Birkett,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
thirty,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty, 
91b.  ;  Mr.  Cordiner,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-four, 
8|lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
forty-four,  151b.  ;  Messrs.  Scott,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
seventeen,  61b. ;  Messrs.  Reid  and  Ramsbottom,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  twenty,  ISJlb.-  (heaviest,  2Jlb.). — 
John  McDonald. 

Awe. — Fishing  on  the  TaynuUt  Hotel  waters,  on 
July  12,  Mr.  Sykes  had  a  grilse,  71b.,  and  two  trout, 
21b.  and  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Smyth,  five  trout,  741b.  On 
July  13,  Major  Goold  Adams,  two  trout,  31b. ;  Mr. 
Sykes,  two  trout,  4 Jib.  On  July  16,  Messrs.  Wood- 
row,  McLeod,  Jamieson,  and  Smyth,  nine  trout,  101b. 
On  July  19,  Mr.  Sykes,  five  trout,  7  Jib.  On  July  2©, 
Major  Goold  Adams,  grilse,  71b.  On  July  21,  Mr. 
Thurlow,  grilse,  41b.  ;  On  July  23,  Mr.  Clarke,  grilse, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Thurlow,  salmon,  101b. — D.  Macdonald. 

Beanly. — Colonel  Salkeld  and  Mr.  J.  Barnett  Gow 
had  good  sport  on  the  Home  and  Falls  Beats  on 
three  days  last  week.  On  July  16,  Mr.  J.  Barnett 
Gow,  fishing  the  Home  Beat,  landed  three  grilse  of 
5|lb.,  4Jlb.,  and  311b.  On  July  17,  Colonel  Salkeld 
had  three  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  5lb. ;  and  Mr.  J.  B. 
Gow  landed  three  of  OJlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  4Jlb.  on  the 
Falls  Beat.  On  July  19,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow  had  a 
sea-trout  of  S^lb.  ;  on  July  21,  he  landed  nine 
grilse  of  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  5lb.,  61b.,  4jlb.,  41b.,  41b., 
and  3Jlb. ;  and  Colonel  SaJkeld  also  landed  four 
grilse  of  6 Jib.,  6 Jib.,  51b.,  and  51b.  Some  very  fair 
baskets  of  sea-trout  were  had  in  the  tidal  waters, 
a  creel  of  141b.,  with  a  trout  of  21b.  2oz.,  being  the 
best.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt,  Ldichaet,  and 
Garve. — Although  the  weather  was  very  wet  on 
several  days,  some  good  baskets  were  landed  on 
the  above  Ross-shire  lochs.  On  Rosque  the  best 
basket  was  one  of  131b.,  and  the  heaviest  fish  21b. 
On  Achanalt  a  creel  of  111b.,  in  which  was  a 
beautiful  brown  trout  of  41b.  4oz.,  was  landed. 
Anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  did  well 
on  Luichart  and  Garve,  landing  baskets  of  from  61b. 
to  141b.  daily.  In  a  creel  of  131b.  had  on  June  21 
were  two  beauties  scaling  18oz.  each. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  Esk  was  in  flood 
early  in  the  week  and  some  good  takes  of  herling 
and  sea-trout  are  reported.  Mr,  Tom  Steele, 
Canonbie,  caught  eight  sea-trout  and  six  herling  ; 
Mr.  J.  Elston,  London,  had  three  herling  in  the 
Willow  Pool,  and  a  sea-trout  of  2Jlb. ;  also  six 
yellow  trout  in  the  water  above  Netherby  ;  Mr. 
R.  Nelson,  Canonbie,  had  three  sea-trout  and 
two  herling;  Messrs.  J.  Steel,  D.  Cowan,  A.  Keen, 
and  W.  Steel,  two  each  beside  other  fish;  Mr.  W. 
Turnbull,  seven  sea-trout  in  [Langholm  water,  also 
two  herling  and  twelve  yellow  trout  at  another  fish- 
ing ;  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Risdale,  three  sea-trout  and 
three  dozen  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  G.  McKune,  three  sea- 
trout;  Mr.  A.  Jackson,  four  sea- trout;  Mr.  Joe 
Anderson,  one  sea-trout;  Mr.  McLellan  caught 
seven  sea-trout  in  Netherby  reserve  water ;  Dr. 
Paterson  had  several  in  the  same  water ;  in 
Laugholm  water,  Mr.  J.  Bell  had  three  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  R.  Bell,  Govan,  two  sea-trout  and 
some  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  ; 
Mr.  W.  Borthwich  caught  four  in  Laugholm 
water,  the  two  best  weighing  61b.  Mr.  W.  Ballan- 
tine  had  one  3Jlb.,  Mr.  D.  Dalton  two  at 
Glenferra  and  two  at  Skippers  Bridge  (the  aggre- 
gate weight  5 Jib.),  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  caught  three 
in  Langholm  water,  the  best  being  2Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Weatherstone  had  three  sea-trout. 
Mr.  McMillan  caught  three  below  Langholm ;  and 
Mr.  Glendinning  had  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  C.  Roe, 
one  sea-trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Story  had  two  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  and  Mr.  A.  Wilson  had  one ;  while 
several  others  had  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout.  At 
night  fishing,  Mr.  A.  Forde  had  some  sea-trout  and 
a  few  yellow  trout  in  Upper  Liddle ;  and  several 
local  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  with  sea-trout  in 
Lower  Liddle,  below  Penton  Linns. — Q. 
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Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Heavy 
rains  fell  last  week  and  fish  have  been  running 
freely,  but  they  go  straight  up  to  the  higher  reaches, 
80  that  no  sport  has  been  got  on  the  lower  waters 
since  last  report ;  but  on  the  head  waters  Admiral 
Markham  and  party,  Glencalvie,  and  also  Mr.  F.  T. 
Gervers's  rods,  on  the  Amat  waters,  are  landing  two 
or  three  fish  daily,  mostly  grilse,  running  from  41b. 
to  61b.  each.  Water  now  in  good  order,  and 
weather  all  that  could  be  desired.-— B. 

Dervaig  (Isle  of  Mull).— Out  from  Glenbellart 
Temperance  Hotel,  Dervaig  (Isle  of  Mull),  July  14, 
•fishing  Bellart  four  sea-trout  161b.,  July  16,  Mr. 
Young,  Glasgow,  fishing  Frilga,  four  trout;  on 
July  17,  fishing  Loch  Cuan,  two  set-trout;  on 
July  24,  Messrs.  Young  and  Fountain,  Glasgow, 
fishmg  Fnlga,  fifteen  trout.  Weather  unfavourable 
all  the  time.---M.  M. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— There  have  been  heavy 
showers  of  rain  during  the  past  week,  which 
has  added  a  little  to  the  small  stream  of 
water  that  has  been  running  so  long  and  re- 
tarding fishing  operations.  Since  the  rain  began 
to  fall  there  has  been  a  fair  run  of  fish  in  the 
river,  principally  of  grilse.  The  water  continues 
somewhat  low  for  successful  angling,  but  as 
there  is  every  appearance  of  a  continuance  of  rain, 
sport  will  get  better.  The  net  fishermen  had  a 
number  of  fine  grilse  daily.  They  are  of  superior 
quality,  and  average  in  weight  from  41b.  to  61b. 
Salmon  are  very  scarce,  and  it  is  seldom  that  any 
are  caught  by  net  in  the  river.  On  the  coast  there 
was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  fishing  in  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  Some  good  hauls  of  grille 
and  salmon  were  got  at  most  of  the  stations,  and 
on  July  23  half-a-dozen  boxes  were  sent  to  the 
naarket,  the  heaviest  consignment  since  the  opening 
of  the  fishings  this  season.  Salm_on  are  of  large 
size,  and  averaging  121b.  While  Mr.  P.  Fiddes 
was  fishing  with  bait  in  the  Deveron  below  the 
viUage  of  Rothiemay  last  week,  he  caught  a  =mall 
flounder  measuring  6^  inches  by  3  inches,  excluding 
the  fringing  fins.  Naturally,  the  upper  side  was 
darker  than  if  it  had  been  taken  from  the  sea 
Flounders  are  known  to  ascend  certain  rivers,  but 
It  must  be  rare  to  find  one  twenty  miles  from'  the 
mouth  of  the  Deveron. — H.  W. 

Durness. — The  weather  during  the  week  was 
somewhat  wet  and  stormy,  but  good  sport  was  got 
on  the  Kyle  and  on  the  Lochs.    On  July  14  Mr 
Mackie,  on  Loch  Meadaidh,  six  trout,  S^b  ,  heavie-t 
IJlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whyte,  on  the  Kyle,  seven 
sea-trout,  91b.,  heaviest  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Allan,  on  the 
Kyle;   seventeen  sea-trout,   251b.,   heaviest  S^lb 
On  July  16,  on  the  Kyle,  Mr.  Allan,  one  grilse  4ilb 
twelve  sea  trout,  211b.,  heaviest  3|lb.  Mr.  and  Mrs' 
Whyte,  fifteen  sea-trout,  181b.,  heaviest  3Jlb.  Mr 
Collier,  on  Loch  Cronpuil,  three  trout,  heaviest  21b 
Mr.  Mackie,  on  Loch  Calledail,  one  trout  7*lb' 
On  July  17  Mr.  Collier,  on  the  Kyle,  four  trout'  9ilb  " 
heaviest  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Merckie,  on  Loch  Calledail,  three 
trout,  151b.,  heaviest  81b ;  Dr.  Munro  and  Mr.  Liddle 
on  Sea  Pools,  four  trout,  71b.,  heaviest  .31b.  On  Julv 
18,  on  the  Kyle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whyte,  eight  sea-trout, 
151b.,  heaviest  S^lh. ;  Mr.  Allan,  two  sea-trout,  41b. 
On  July  20,  Mr.  Burrell,  on  Sea  Pools,  one  salmon 
'         sea-trout,  4lb.    On  July  21,  on  the  Kyle, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allan,  six  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Mr  Collier 
five  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whyte,  seven  sea- 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Liddell,  two  sea-trout,  51b.  •  Dr 
Munro,  on  Sea  Pools,  one  sea-trout,  21b.  •'  Mr" 
Allan,  on  Loch  Calledail,  one  trout,  5^1b 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland;.— On  July  16, 
CoL  Macpherson,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  sea-trout, 
Zi\b.  ;  Dr.  Hutchinson,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  trout, 
2lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Killick,  on  West  Assynt,  eight 
trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Head  Assynt,  two 
grilse,  41b.,  4Jlb.  On  July  17,  Mr.  Martin,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  one  trout,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Lower 
Inver,  one  grilse,  3^1b. ;  Mr.  S.  Webb,  on  Upper 
Inver,  two  grUse,  51b.,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Loch 
Awe  eight  trout,  51b.  On  July  18,  Mr.  Ramsden, 
on  Upper  Inver,  one  trout,  1  lb.,  two  sea-trout, 
3Jlb.,  two  grilse,  5Jlb.,  51b.;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Lower 
sea-trout,  Jib.,  one  grilse, 
Chalmers,  on  Gillaroo,  two  trout,  21b  • 
T^'  Traligil,   one  trout,  21b.  On 

is^  19.  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  River  Loanan,  one  grDse, 
«fK   \?  ""^  Letteressa,  fifteen  trout, 

bib.  ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  on  Gruagach,  six  trout,  41b. ; 
Mr.  S.  Webb,  on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  5Uh.,  two 
salmon,  7ilb.,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Upper  I^ver 
one  sea-trout,  31b. ;  Col.  Macpherson,  on  Lower  Inver 
two  salmon,  71b.,  71b.  On  July  20,  Col.  Macpherson 
on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.,  one  salmon,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Chalmers,  on  Loch  Awe,  nine  trout,  5*lb. 
T^yi'^°i^  on  River  Loanan,  one  grilse,  3ilb.  On 
July  21,  Mr_  Ramsden,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse, 
rn^  on  Lower  Inver 

•?  ^  If.V*^^'^;;  Andrews,  on  Lower  Inver,  one 
grilse.  6ilb. ;  Mr.  K.  Mackenzie,  on  Upper  Inver 
one  sea-trout.  21b. ;  Mr.  Martin,  on  Castle  Bay  one 
sea-trout.  2ilb.— W.  Wallace.  ^' 
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Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 

Mr.  MacLennan  and  other  local  anglers  have  been 
making  fairly  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  ranging 
from  ilb.  to  2Jlb.  each.  Visitors  to  Station  Hotel, 
Invershin,  are  also  doing  fully  up  to  the  average, 
while  the  netters  are  reaping  quite  a  harvest  in  their 
hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse.  The  Balnagoron  fish- 
mgs  had  an  increase,  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie's  Skibo 
fishings  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth,  a  con- 
siderable decrease.  In  all  about  2itons  dispatched 
to  Billingsgate  during  the  week. — B. 

Lochiuver  (Cnlagr  Hotel).— On  July  16.  Mr. 
Lumgair,  one  salmon,  ^\h.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wortley, 
twenty-three  trout.  91b. ;  Mr.  Caw,  fourteen  trout, 
8flb.  ;  Mr.  Buckley  (sea),  fifty-two  haddocks.  On 
July  17,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennard,  fifteen  trout,  5lb. ; 
Mr.  Caw,  two  salmon,  6 Jib.,  7 Jib.,  and  one  sea- trout, 
21b. ;  Mr.  Lumgair,  nine  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everett,  eleven  trout,  5Jlb.  On  July  18,  Mr.  Caw, 
one  sea-trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wortley,  t«n  trout,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Christie  and  Dr.  Cullen,  three  salmon,  11  lb., 
7Jlb.,  6|lb.,  and  one  grilse,  6Ib.  ;  Mr.  Kennard.  one 
salmon,  7ilb.,  and  two  sea-trout.  3Jlb.  On  July  19, 
Mr.  Wortley,  one  salmon,  81b..  and  two  sea-trout, 
61b.,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Christie  and  Dr.  Cullen,  three  salmon, 
181b.,  15Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and  one  grilse,  6|lb.;  Messrs. 
Everett  and  Kennard,  fourteen  trout,  61b.  ;  Messrs. 
Eaglesham  and  Mackenzie,  one  salmon,  7ilb.,  two 
grilse,  31b.,  4 Jib.,  and  twenty  sea- trout,  42lb.  ;  Mr. 
Lumgau-,  seven  trout,  31b.  On  July  20,  Mrs.  Waters, 
one  grilse,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Waters,  one  salmon,  7Jlb., 
and  three  brown  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Caw,  nineteen 
sea-trout,  42|lb.  On  July  21,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  C. 
Anderson,  three  salmon,  71b.,  5 Jib.,  51b.,  one  grilse, 
2Jlb.,  and  nme  sea-trout,  16Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Lumgair, 
three  salmon,  6Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Christie  and  Dr. 

,1  ' '  Wortley,  eleven  trout, 
5Jlb.  ;  Captam  and  Mrs.  Carter,  eighteen  trout,  71b. 
Big  floods,  and  an  extraordinary  run  of  migratory 
fish. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— The  weather  has  been 
showery,  though  gusty  winds  have  interfered  with 
sport  durmg  the  past  week.  Ten  members  of  the 
Stirling  Club  captured  seventeen  trout,  151b.  9oz. 
First,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crawford,  two  trout,  41b.  13oz;  his 
heaviest  trout  weighed  21b.  13oz.  Fifteen  members 
or  the  Dunfermline  Club  creeled  forty-one  trout, 
14oz-  First,  Mr.  W.  Ramage,  seven  trout, 
Zu  '  second,  Mr.  J.  Morris,  five  trout.  61b;  14  oz. ; 

thu^d,  Mr.  R.  W.  Stewart,  four  trout,  5lb.  Edin- 
burgh Amateur  Club  held  an  afternoon  and  evening 
competition,  when  ten  rods  landed  forty-three 
trout,  351b.  lOoz.  First,  Mr.  J.  W.  Bowhill,  seven 
trout,  falb.  7oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  five 
^iK  ,c  Thomas,  seven  trout, 

iTt-  f  ■•  ^'■ivate  parties  had  sport  as  follows  :— 
Mr.  Michie  and  Mr.  Mackay,  Nottingham,  with  fly, 
twenty  trout,  201b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  111b. 
Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Rankine,  Perth,  fifteen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Messrs.  Heslop  and  Black,  Edinburgh, 
eleven  trout,  101  b.  ;  Revd.  E.  Edmond  Meyer, 
Jissex,  fourteen  trout,  161b.  ;  Messrs.  Gibb, 
Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  101b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Wilfred 
bmith  Row  four  trout,  41b.  4oz..  and  fifteen  trout, 
171b. ;  Dr.  Elliot  Murray,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  91b. 
80Z.;  Mr.  T.  H.  Smith,  Dundee,  nine  trout.  91b. 
80Z..  and  fourteen  trout,  141b.  8oz. ;  Master  John 
Adair,  Stranraer,  eight  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Stott, 
Ashton-under-Lyne,five  trout,  51b.  12oz.,  ten  trout, 
71b.,  and  eleven  trout.  81b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Dempster. 
Glasgow,  in  the  evening,  eight  trout,  71b. :  Mr 

wu-.!-^'  F^'*^'  ^^^^'^  *''0"^<^'  61b.  12oz.  ;  Dr.  Clark. 
Whittingham.  six  trout,  61b..  and  seven  trout, 
71b.  12oz  ;  Messrs.  Emslie  and  Martin,  Dundee,  out 
a  tew  hours  m  the  evening  had  six  trout,  101  b  Their 
two  heaviest  trout  which  were  captured  with  flv 
weighed  61b.  2oz.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Kelty,  in  the 
afternoon,  eight  trout,  12ib.  ;  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr. 


Feathers,  Dundee,  sixteen  trout,  13lb.  Competitions 
will  now  be  held  daily,  there  being  no  fewer  than 
thirty-six  on  the  list  to  the  end  of  August. — Robt. 
B.  Laino. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  The  river  rose 
six  inches  on  July  19  from  the  effects  of  the  gale, 
but  has  gone  back  again  as  low  as  ever.    On  the 
Braemar  reaches,  Mr.  George  Gordon  and  Mr.  R. 
Morgan  had  three  grilse    and    about    Jcwt.  of 
yellow  trout  on  the  Cluny,  Callater.  and  side 
streams.     On  the  Balmoral  reaches  the  King's 
guests  are  getting  some  good  sport,  chiefly  with 
red  fish  or  "  potted  "  salmon,  while  on  the  Glentana 
and  Aboyne  reaches  a  good  few  salmon  and  grilse 
have  been  got  by  the  keepers  and  others.    On  the 
Dess  water,  on  Monday,  Captain  Dick  Farquhar, 
Drumnagesk.had  a  fish  of  121b.  to  the  tiny  "Loggie." 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches,  Mr.  Alexr.  Forbes, 
teacher,  Aberdeen,  had  five  sea-trout  on  Saturday 
last  and  several  brown  trout  (heaviest,  31b.).  On 
the  Woodend,  Cairnton,  and  Blackball  waters  one 
or  two  grilse  have  been  got.    A  spate  is  sorely 
needed  to  bring  up  the  autumn  fish,  which  are 
thick  on  the  coast.    Don. — The  river  is  too  small 
and  clear  for  much  sport  being  got,  but  clear  water 
wormers  are  doing  well  on  the  upper  reaches  as 
well  as  night  anglers.     On  the  Balbithans  the 
Aberdeen  trout  anglers   were  out    in  force  on 
Monday — the  Aberdeen  holiday — but  their  baskets 
were  comparatively  light.     Ythan. — A  good  few 
anglers  were  out  on  Monday  on  the  various  reaches 
of  the  river.    Except  at  the  estuary  very  little 
sport  was  got. — G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel).— On  July  7,  Mr.  R.  D. 
and  Miss  Broughton,  fourteen  trout,  weighing  61b. 
On  July  9,  Messrs.  A.  and  F.  Treeby,  nine,  111b., 
the  heaviest,  51b.,  which  gave  good  sport  for 
over  half  an  hour  before  being  landed,  caught 
with  fine  cast  and  Claret  and  Gtouse  Fly;  Mr. 
R.  D.  and  Miss  Broughton,  eighteen,  9jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ramsey  Dawson,  twenty,  lOJlb. ;  Admiral 
Prothero,  fifteen,  81b.  On  July  10,  Admiral  A.  W. 
R.  Prothero.  five,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  R.  D.  Broughton,  nine, 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ramsey  Dawson,  fifteen,  8Jlb. 
On  July  11,  Mr.  R.  D.  and  Miss  Broughton,  fifteen, 
71b. ;  Messrs.  A.  and  F.  Treeby,  eleven,  61b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ramsey  Dawson,  nineteen,  lOJlb.  On 
July  1 2,  Mr.  R.  D.  and  Miss  Broughton,  nine,  6Jlb. ; 
Admiral  Prothero,  nineteen,  101b.  On  July  13,  Mr. 
R.  D.  and  Miss  Broughton,  five,  4|lb.  ;  Colonel 
Farquhar,  nine,  51b.  On  July  14,  Messrs.  A.  and 
F.  Treeby,  twenty-one,  13Jlb.  ;  Mr.  R.  D.  and 
Miss  Broughton,  twenty,  10 Jib. — John  Spence. 
[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (Iiairg,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  so  stormy  that  during  most  of  the 
week  anglers  were  out  only  for  a  few  hours  each 
day.  On  July  17  the  total  basket  was  116  trout, 
391b.,  and  two  ferox  of  51b.  each.  July  18,  stormy 
all  day.  Mr.  W.  Walker,  seven  trout,  3Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Cameron  Aitken,  Skelmorlie,  five  trout,  2Jlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Skelmorlie,  nine  trout,  41b. 
On  July  21,  Messrs.  Murray  and  Kirk,  five  sea-trout. 
81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  twenty-five  trout,  81b. ; 
and  Mr.  Marshall,  Japan  (a  few  hours  only),  eight 
trout,  3Jlb.  On  July  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryson, 
Garmouth  (a  few  hours  only),  five  trout  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marshall,  twenty-seven,  91b.  ;  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Kirk,  twenty-nine,  101b.  ;  and  Messrs. 
Walker;  one  grilse,  61b.  and  five  sea-trout,  61b. — B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg*.  N.B.). — 
On  July  17  Mr.  Little,  Kenley,  Surrey,  on  Loch 
Mhinidh,  three  trout,  5 Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  D. 
Little,  on  Loch  Crocach,  sixteen  trout,  81b.  On 
July  19,  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Saxmundham,  on  LochLaig- 
Ard,  fifteen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Maclver,  Scourie, 
on  Loch  Eileanach,  fourteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Little, 
on  Loch  Noi  1,  seven  sea- trout,  16 Jib. ;  and  Mr. 
W.  D.  Little,  London,  on  Loch  No.  2,  one  sea-trout. 
21b.  On  the  23rd,  Major  Armstrong,  London,  on 
Loch  Clashfearn,  a  basket  of  111b.  brown  trout; 
and  Messrs.  Little,  on  Loch  No.  2,  twelve  brown 
trout,  31b.,  and  three  sea-trout,  5lb. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  July  IS  Mr.  Edward 
Up  ;her  landed  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  Dr.  Brandreth 
a  161b.  salmon.  On  \July  19  Mr.  Upsher  had 
two  grilse  of  51b.  and  61b.,  Dr.  Brandreth  a 
salmon  weighing  281b.,  and  General  Upsher 
two  grilse  of  51b.  and  4lb.  On  July  20,  General 
Upsher  caught  three  grilse,  of  5lb.,  71b.,  and  81b.  ; 
and  Mrs.  Upsher,  a  4-pounder.  On  July  21, 
General  Upsher  landed  two  grilse,  of  51b.  and 
41b. ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Upsher,  three,  of  5lb.,  61b., 
and  81b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Solway  rivers,  as  also 
those  streams  in  the  Stewartry  and  Ayrshire,  were 
in  flood  last  week  end.  At  the  time  of  writing 
prospects  are  more  hopeful.  The  Annan. — This 
river  has  been  frequently  disturbed  with  the  rains. 
Mr.  R.  Graham  caught  one  sea-trout  on  July  20  in 
the  Brewery  stream ;  on  July  21  thirteen  herling ; 
and  on  July  23  he  had  eight  herling ;  Mr.  J. 
Tweedie  had  two  or  three  herling  on  last  Saturday 
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evening ;  and  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  one ;  Mr.  John 
Beattie  caught  four  herling  on  July  24  with  worm 
at  the  Brewery  stream.  In  Mr.  Scott's  portion 
Mr.  John  Irving  had  a  splendid  basket  of  herling. 
Mr.  J.  Laurie  took  a  couple  this  (Wednesday)  morn- 
ing with  fly  in  the  Brewery  water.  Fishing  in  the 
Mount  Annan  water,  the  keeper  had  four  sea-trout 
and  two  herling  at  two  outings.  In  the  higher 
waters,  Mr.  A.  McLean  had  a  number  of  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Richardson  one  and  four  yellow  trout;  Mr. 
Maxwell  two  sea-trout  and  one  herling ;  and  Mr. 
Robertson  eight  yellow  trout.  The  Galloway 
RiVEBS.  —  A  few  herling  are  running  to  these 
rivers,  but  very  few  have  been  caught,  and  a 
few  trout  have  been  taken  with  worm  bait. 
The  Dumfbies  Nith.  —  The  Nith  and  its 
tributaries  have  been  out  of  condition  with  the 
rain  and  sport  has  not  been  good.  In  the  higher 
stretches  below  Sanquhar  not  much  has  been  done 
by  the  local  anglers.  The  Ayrshire  Rivees. — 
These  rivers  have  been  disturbed  with  the  rainfall, 
and  local  anglers  have  had  small  catches  in  the 
different  streams  with  worm  bait.  The  lochs  have 
not  been  doing  so  well. — Hbathebbell. 

Spey  (AberloTir). — Heavy  rain  fell  along  Spey- 
side  during  the  past  week,  but  there  is  stUl  little  or 
no  difference  in  the  condition  of  the  river,  which  is 
at  present  about  at  its  lowest  level.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  Water  two  grilse  of  3Jlb.  and  4^1b. 
and  one  sea-trout  were  killed  by  Captain  Edward 
York.— N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire).  —  The  river  is  now  in 
excellent  condition  for  angling,  consequent  upon 
the  frequent  rainfulls.  Sport  is  not,  however, 
all  that  could  be  desired.  On  the  Knochando 
water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Hankey  had  two  grilse  of 
4lb.  and  4Jlb. ;  and  on  this  day  week,  two  of  51b. 
and  5Jlb  ;  while  on  the  Naggan  water  (Carron),  on 
July  20,  Mr.  H.  Gumming,  fisherman,  had  two 
salmon  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  on  July  18 
two  grilse  of  51b.  and  5Jlb.  From  the 
Carron  House  water,  on  July  18,  Mr.  Grant, 
fisherman,  landed  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  and  on 
July  23,  two  of  41b.  and  51b ;  and  from  the 
Easter  Elchies  water,  on  July  19,  Mr.  W.  Craik, 
fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  on  July  20,  two  of 
41b.  and  61b. ;  and  on  July  18,  one  of  61b.  Fishing 
on  the  Arndilly  water.  Sir  David  Barr  killed  on 
July  19  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  on  July  20,  two  grilse 
of  51b.  and  61b.;  on  July  18,  a  salmon  of 
61b. ;  and  on  July  23  three  grilse  of  61b.  each. 
From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  grilse  are 
running  freely.  Trout  fishers  have  got  several  good 
baskets  since  the  water  rose,  one  angler  having  had 
a  basket  which  contained,  among  a  dozen  others, 
two  trout  weighing  51b,  and  another  a  basket  which 
included  six  trout,  weighing  121b.  in  all. — J.  M. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel).  —  On  July  21, 
Messrs.  Carrington  and  Small,  Oxford,  on  Loch 
Ob'lochan,  twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Ducat, 
Edinbugh,  and  McJannet,  Oxford,  on  Loch  Long, 
seven,  4lb.  Weather  very  wet  and  stormy  all  the 
week.    No  one  could  go  outside. — Geo.  Morrison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ardara  (co.  Doneg'al). — During  the  past  week 
the  fishing  at  the  above  has  been  very  good,  and 
the  river  in  spate.  On  July  16,  Mr.  G.  Oliver  got 
two  salmon,  ISJlb. ;  on  July  17,  from  Loch  Free, 
fifteen  brown  trout,  9^1b. ;  on  July  18,  eight  nice 
sea-trout,  from  Owenea;  on  July  19,  one  salmon, 
lUb. ;  on  July  20,  three  salmon,  171b.  Mr.  R. 
McGuinness  and  brother,  good  baskets  of  white 
trout  (best,  31b.).  Mr.  J.  Carnegie,  during  the  week, 
three  salmon  and  sixteen  sea  trout.  The  river  is  at 
time  of  writing  in  good  condition,  and  well  stocked 
with  sea-trout.  Every  prospect  of  sport. — Neil 
McNelis. 

Bauu  (Kilrea). — Light  showers  of  rain  at  long 
intervals  and  bright  sunshine  were  experienced 
during  the  week,  but  no  change  occurred  in  the 
state  of  the  river,  save  that  it  continued  being 
reduced,  and  is  now  running  at  low  summer  level. 
Salmon  are  not  able  to  pass  over  the  weirs,  but  a 
stock  is  resting  on  the  Kilrea  and  Pontglenone  sec- 
tions, where  more  are  showing  than  for  many  past 
seasons.  Trout  continue  taking  the  fly  and  good 
baskets  are  being  made,  the  largest  being  one  of 
twenty-eight  fish  weighing  21  lb.  on  the  shallows  at 
Kilrea,  by  Rev.  Heaney.  The  shrimp  in  its  natural 
state  not  boiled  is  accounting  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  fish  caught,  but  they  are  beginning  to 
refuse  it,  after  which  all  other  lures  will  also  be 
refused  till  they  change  their  resting  places  and 
the  water  becomes  of  a  lower  temperature.  Mr. 
Nagle  has  caught  three  salmon  and  grilse  at 
Caronroe,  61b.,  7^1b.,  and  101b. ;  Colonel  Alison, 
eleven,  5lb.,  51b.,  51b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  81b., 
91b.,  9Jlb..  and  101b.;  Colonel  Chichester  and  Mr. 
B.  Meenan,  eleven,  ranging  from  4lb.  to  101b. ;  and 
Mr.  Shaw,  thirteen,  ranging  from  4^Ib.  to  101b. 
On  the  Kilrea  reach,  Mr.  Nagle  landed  five  grilse, 
41b.,  41b.,  51b.,  5JIb.,  and  61b.,  and  a  salmon,  161b. ; 


Dr.  Clements,  a  grilse  of  51b. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Wilson, 
two  salmon,  7Jlb.  and  141b. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — There  is  no  great  improve- 
ment on  trout  fishing  since  last  report,  the  very  low 
state  of  the  rivers  rendering  fishing  out  of  the  ques- 
tion till  after  sunset,  when  a  few  brace  are  obtainable 
on  the  deep  pools. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragli  and  luuy  (co.  Kerry).  —  These 
waters  are  still  very  low.  On  the  Inny  some  good 
sport  has  been  had  with  sea- trout. — 'T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
following  are  the  particulars  of  salmon  captured 
during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson  landed 
two  salmon,  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Lea,  one  of  151b., 
and  his  friend  one  of  71b. ;  the  Hon.  F.  H.  May,  one 
of  101b.,  and  Dr.  G.  May  one  of  151b.  ;  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Auchenleck  three,  of  21  lb.,  81b.,  and  5lb.  ; 
Mr.  A.  Stubbs,  one  of  161b.;  Mr.  C.  Jenkins, 
one  of  101b.  ;  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas,  seven,  ranging  in 
weight  from  51b.  to  15lb. ;  Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  Mr.  T. 
M.  Pike,  and  Mr.  J.  Stone  also  enjoyed  good  sport 
and  landed  a  number  of  salmon  weighing  from  51b. 
to  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  B.  M.  Calvert  landed  two  salmon,  of 
61b.  and  91b. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  July  18  to  July  24: — Captain  Macgowan,  on 
July  18,  seven,  7ilb.,  41b.,  7Jlb.,  101b.,  S^lh.,  3jlb., 
61b.  ;  on  July  19,  four,  5JIb.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  4^1b. ;  on 
July  20,  four,  6^1b.,  71b.,  51b.,  61b.  ;  on  July  21, 
six,  5ilb.,  61b.,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  4ilb.,  S^lb. ;  on  July  23, 
five,  61b.,  61b.,  31b.,  4^1b.,  6Jlb. ;  on  July  24,  seven, 
61b.,  6Hb.,  61b.,  51b.,  61b.,  SJlb.,  5|lb. ;  total, 
thirty-three,  193^1b.  Mr.  Dobson,  on  July  18,  six, 
6Jlb.,  61b.,  5jlb.,  81b.,  61b.,  ejlb. ;  on  July  19, 
three,  5 Jib.,  SJlb.,  18 Jib.  ;  on  July  20,  two,  61b., 
6Jlb.  ;  on  July  21,  seven,  61b.,  61b.,  81b.,  2^1b., 
8^1b.,  61b.,  9Jlb. ;  on  July  23,  six,  81b.,  6Jlb.,  3Jlb., 
4|lb.,  61b.,  8Jlb. ;  on  July  24,  four,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  71b., 
61b. ;  total,  twenty-eight,  190jlb.  Captain  Steward, 
on  July  18,  one,  6Jlb. ;  on  July  19  (part  of  day), 
two,  61b.,  51b. ;  on  July  20  (part  of  day),  two,  5Jlb., 
51b.;  on  July  21,  23,  and  24,  not  fishing;  total, 
five,  281b.  Captain  Davis,  on  July  22,  three,  61b., 
61b.,  71b. ;  on  July  24,  five,  61b.,  91b.,  7  Jib.,  8lb.,  81b. ; 
total,  eight,  57Jlb.  Totals: — July  18,  fourteen; 
July  19,  nine;  July  20,  eight;  July  21,  thirteen; 
July  23,  fourteen  ;  July  24,  sixteen — seventy-four. 
W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry). — On  the  hotel  water  Mr. 
Verscoyle  had  one  salmon,  101b.,  on  July  18,  and  one 
grilse,  61b.,  on  July  19  ;  Mr.  E.  McGillicuddy,  on 
July  19,  three  grilse,  51b.,  51b.,  5 Jib.  ;  Captain 
Verscoyle,  July  19,  one  grilse  31b. ;  and  Mrs.  Captain 
Harrison,  on  July  21,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.  Water  is 
getting  low,  but  plenty  of  fish  in  river. — W.  Haynes 
&  Son. 

Ziougb.    Corrib    (Railway   Hotel). — Sir  W. 

Hooper,  London,  Professor  Somerville,  London, 
Col.  Durrant,  Eden  Villa,  Moffat,  N.B.,  Lt.-Col.  J. 
Reid,  London,  had  good  sport  all  round,  their  best 
fishes  scaled  6Jlb.,  41b.,  41b.,  3Jlb.,  with  numerous 
smaller  ones,  too  numerous  to  mention.  The  Long 
Harry  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  after  a  good  deal  of 
rain  for  the  last  week  there  is  a  good  prospect  of 
big  baskets  during  August.  At  present  good 
baskets  are  captured  by  local  fishers. — T.  F. 
Naughton. 

Longrh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Wsterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  fallen  away  to  a  low  ebb.  During  the 
week  there  have  been  from  fifteen  to-nineteen  boats 
out  daily.  A  few  of  them  had  an  average  of  four 
sea-trout  daily,  but  others  did  little  or  nothing  on 
many  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Longfli  Melvini — Mr.  G.  Curran  landed  two  trout 
(salmo  ferox),oi  71b.  and  3Jlb.,  trolling  with  IJin. 
Devon  bait,  on  July ;  20  Mr.  C.  Gallagher  took  a 
basket  of  trout,  mostly  gillarooes,  thirteen  fish, 
weighing  9 Jib.,  on  July  21 ;  Mr.  Wren  took  a 
brown  trout,  41b.,  on  July  24,  on  natural 
minnow.  Trouting  with  the  fly  continues  good  on 
the  lake,  and  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kin- 
lough,  Bundoran,  etc.,  are  enjoying  good  sport 
amongst  the  gillarooes  and  brown  trout. — 
M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Labes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  too  calm  on  most  days,  and 
sport  has  fallen  off  a  good  deal.  The  waters  are 
very  low,  but  are  rising. — T.  J.  D. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  still  suffering  from  want  of  water. 
Salmon  seem  to  be  very  plentiful  all  over  the 
river  and  its  tributaries.  Since  last  notes  Mr. 
Edbrooke  killed  one  salmon;  Mr.  Charles  Mclvor, 
four  ;  Major  Eraser,  two  ;  Sweney,  five  ;  and 
Harkin,  three.  At  time  of  writing  rain  is  ap- 
parently imminent. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  good.  Mr.  Planchard  got  thrr  e  out 
of  seven  fish  on  July  22,  Mr.  Garvey  had  several, 
and  Captain  Lynch  Bloss  got  a  good  number.  Good 
fishing  is  expected  during  the  coming  week  as  the 
pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  Sea-trout  fishing 
is  good  in  the  late  evenings,  a  good  number  being 


taken  to  each  rod,  some  getting  up  to  thirty. — 
John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Weather  mild  and  river  swarming  with 
grilse  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  Charles  Donelson,  nine 
grilse,  521b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Pellet,  seven  grilse,  38Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Garvey,  sits  grilse,  371b. ;  Capt.  Lynch,  five  grilse, 
351b.  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  three  grilse,  171b. ;  Mr.  G.  Strong, 
five  grilse,  261b.  ;  Mr.  Formby,  three  grilse,  181b. ; 
Mrs.  Jones,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore, 
seven  grilse,  401b. ;  Mr.  Knox,  5  grilse,  271  b  ;  Capt. 
White,  five  grilse,  2Clb.  Sea-trout  anglers  are 
getting  daily  from  one  to  two  dozen  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  river.  Sport  on  the  loughs  poor. — Pat 
Heabns. 

Pontoon  (Bridge  Hotel). — Report  on  angling 
for  the  last  fortnight.  I  have  not  seen  it  so  good 
for  the  last  ten  years,  the  trout  are  taking  splendid. 
Dr.  Cairns  and  Mrs.  Cairns  had  very  large  catches, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lea  brought  in  very  large  creels 
of  beauties.  Dr.  Darling,  four  very  nice  salmon, 
one  was  91b.,  the  others  averaged  61b.  each;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stimpson  some  nice  bags  of  trout ;  Mr. 
Deane,  two  grilse,  one  day,  Mrs.  Deane,  six  beauti- 
ful trout.  Major  Bell  is  getting  very  good  catches 
of  trout,  some  of  them  up  to  31b. — Angler. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Lots  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  are  now  in  the  waters  of  the 
Rosses,  having  run  up  the  Crelly  during  the  late 
spates.  Mr.  Cherry  killed  a  fi-lb.  salmon  in  the 
Derrydruel ;  Mr.  Hastings,  one,  81b.,  on  Loughanure; 
Dr.  Peplar,  two,  61b.  and  71b.,  on  the  Crelly;  and 
Mr.  Hastings  creeled  three  sea- trout,  21b.,  IJlb., 
and  1  lb.,  on  Dungloe  Lake  on  July  21.  On  July  23 
Captain  Maude  killed  a  3-lb.  sea- trout  on  the  Crelly  ; 
and  Dr.  Peplar  creeled  half  a  dozen  from  31b.  down. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Upper    Lakes    (Waterville,    co.    Kerry). — 

Although  the  weather  has  been  favourable,  sport 
with  sea-trout  has  fallen  off.  Brown  trout  continue 
to  give  good  sport. — -T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (July  20).  —  On  July  17  I  saw  the 
Vaudois  and  Stock alper  streams,  the  first,  as  usual, 
rather  dirty,  but  the  other  clear  enough  to  fish  for 
anyone  who  could  stand  the  heat  of  the  sun  on  a 
cloudless  day :  warm  enough  to  recall  the  old  ballad 
as  to  the  "  vertical  rays  of  the  sun  penetrating  the 
depths  of  the  sea,  till  the  fishes,  beginning  to  sweat, 

cried,  '  D  n  it,  how  hot  it  must  be  !  "'    For  all 

that,  the  Colonel  had  a  try,  beginning  just  above 
the  Gendarmerie,  and  got  a  few  trout  in  the  some- 
what tinted  water  to  the  Greenwell's  Glory,  and 
found  a  stranger  fly,  which  I  recognised  as  one  last 
seen  by  me  some  time  ago  by  a  Devonshire  stream. 
There  is  a  stretch  of  the  water  here,  below  the  new 
Chessel  single  span  iron  bridge  over  the  Rhone, 
which  late  in  the  afternoon  becomes  quite  fishable, 
being  in  the  shadow  of  the  cliffs  pertaining  to  the 
fine  Grammont  range,  partly  in  Valais  and  partly  in 
France.  The  May  Fly  time  is  now  fairly  over,  and 
the  trout  rise  to  the  Little  Chap,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
and  Greenwell's  Glory,  or  to  the  March  Brown,  and 
sometimes  to  the  Soldier  Palmer;  but,  indeed, 
there  are  not  many  flies  to  be  seen  on  the  water. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinshelligs. — Pollack  continue  to  give  good 
sport.  On  a  couple  of  evenings  gurnard  took  very 
well,  the  takes  averaging  about  seventy  fish  to  each 
hand-line.  Bass  are  arriving,  but  nothing  seen  of 
whiting  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  fishing  has 
afforded  fair  sport,  and  rock  fishers  did  fairly  well 
with  wrasse. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Sport  is  still  anything  but 
brisk,  although  at  times  individual  catches  of  fair 
quantity  and  quality  have  been  made.  Pollack 
have  at  last  put  in  an  appearance  in  small  numbers, 
but  the  average  run  of  them  has  not  been  by,  any 
means  large.  A  few  nurse-dogs  are  taken  daily, 
also  a  great  quantity  of  pouting,  but  flatfish  of  all 
kinds  are  extremely  scarce.  An  occasional  lobster 
has  lately  enlivened  the  proceedings,  one  taken  on 
Wednesday  morning  being  of  large  size  and  in  good 
condition.  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Nickels,  and  Mr. 
Adams  have  met  with  most  success  among  the 
pollack,  and  Colonel  Synge,  Mr. Waddell,  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  Band,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clapp, 
and  Mr.  Piper  have  been  the  most  successful 
bottom  fishers.  Miss  Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puck- 
ridge,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  McCann,  Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  J.  Handley,  Mr.  Dale,  and  Mr. 
Glen  have  also  had  a  few  decent  bags  at  times. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Millard  and  Mr.  T.  Saxton,  who  have 
paid  flying  visits  to  the  pier,  have  done  a  little 
execution,  and  the  number  of  daily  handlines  has 
been  legion. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensanoe. — Fine  weather,  although  fog  at  times 
has  made  it  difficult  to  pick  up  the  marks.  Some 
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very  good  catches  have  to  be  recorded.  Messrs. 
Willis  Brothers,  on  rods,  one  catch  —  nineteen 
pollack,  41b.  to  101b.  each,  six  conger,  largest,  121b., 
one  haddock,  one  large  crawfish,  three  pouting,  and 
forty  bream  and  sploshers ;  several  other  good 
takes  during  stay  here.  Messrs.  Johns  and  Doble, 
on  July  24,  had  over  100  pollack,  bream,  and 
sploshers.  Boatman  Taylor  and  self,  on  July  24, 
seven  pollack,  1 1  lb.  down,  five  bream,  one  pouting, 
three  conger,  one  mackerel,  and  a  lot  of  small  fish. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Ashby,  B.S.A.S  ,  Edenholme,  Kew 
Gardens,  Surrey,  writes :—"  Fishing  at  Penzance, 
caught  the  following  fish,  using  rod  and  pater- 
noster, Mrs.  Ashby  using  hand-line ;  we  fished  on 
twenty-one  days,  pollack  were  from  111b.  to  31b. 
weight,  bream,  31b.  to  IJlb.,  conger  from  71b., 
pouting  were  very  large,  31b.  to  21b.,  onecod,  221b., 
on  rod,  one  hng,  251b.,  on  rod.  crawfish,  71b.,  81b., 
and  8Jlb.  each.  We  had  the  society's  boatman,  W. 
Taylor,  and  the  boat  Maude,  and  were  well  pleased 
with  man  and  boat.  Summary  of  catches:— 
Pollack,  sixty-one;  haddock,  seven;  bibs,  sixty- 
eight;  conger,  twenty-nine;  mackerel  (scarce), 
nmety-three;  bream,  325;  gurnard,  twenty- one; 
pouting,  nmety-nine;  dogfish,  fifteen;  ling,  five; 
codfish,  one;  skate,  one;  crawfish,  four;  wrasse, 
forty-six;  sundries,  seven;  total,  782."  Whiffing 
for  pollack  moderate  sport.  Rod  fishing  from 
piers.  Fair  sport  with  pollack,  bream,  chad, 
mackerel,  and  smelt.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — We  have  not  been  favoured  with 
very  nice  weather  for  sea  fishing.  There  has  been 
a  series  of  fogs  and  misty  rain,  although  the  weather 
has  been  warm.  There  are  plenty  of  pollack,  and 
they  are  running  larger  than  usual.  I  had  a  nice 
Of  eon  July  20  that  I  should  think  was  15lb.,  one 
of  the  black  back  sort— the  race  pollack,  as  they 
are  called  here.  They  are  more  solid  in  the 
cutting  up  after  cooking  than  the  ordinary.  The 
mackerel  are  very  scarce— they  show  for  a  day  or 
so,  then  they  are  gone  again  for  a  few  days,  no  one 
knows  where.  Some  fine  mullet  have  been  taken 
in  the  docks,  fishmg  from  the  piers  with  a  pater- 
noster with  about  six  hooks  (No.  9's)  on  double  gut 
mounted  short,  so  as  to  make  them  stand  out  stiff 
from  the  gut  trace.  Bait :  small  pieces  of  ragworm 
just  sufficient  to  cover  the  hooks  and  no  more 
The  mullet  suck  the  bait,  and  if  you  have  too 
much  on  they  take  it  off  without  being  hooked  — 
William  Heard eb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  has  been  poor 
and  has  been  confined  to  mackerel.  Weather  over- 
cast and  foggy;  sea  rather  rough. — T.  J.  D. 


the  answer.    For,  like  all  true  sportsmen,  when 
they  find  that  good  thing,  they  affect  their  fellow 
member    with    the    knowledge  thereof.  Agents' 
reports  from  stations  were  numerous.    Channel  and 
North  Devon  stations  reported  great  interruptions 
by  fog,  but  in  the  whole  district  devoted  to  the 
committee  cup  competition  there  was  an  abundance 
of  mackerel  and  other  fish  specified  in  the  rules. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  referred  with  regret  to  the  recent 
fatal  boating  accident  at  Deal  resulting  in  the  death 
of  a  lady  visitor.    The  lamentable  fact  that  so  few 
of  our  boatmen  can  swim  was  dwelt  upon.  One 
even  fair  swimmer  in  the  boat  would  have,  humanly 
speaking,  saved  this  life.    The  exceedingly  prompt 
and  able  conduct  of  boatman  Charles  Walmsley,  of 
the  Shamrock,  who  promptly  shoved  off  from  the 
beach,  and  in  two  and  a  half  minutes  was  on  the 
spot  and  rescued  the  three  survivors,  was  noted  by 
the    members.      The    secretary    laid   before  the 
niembers  a  carefully-considered  mass  of  informa- 
tion as  to  the  localities  for   sea  angling  during 
the  holiday  season.     He  had  most  industriously 
accumulated  very  complete  and  perfect  informa 
tion,  especially  as  to  routes.     Railway  and  boat, 
and  much  filed  material  was   on  the  table  for 
the  use  of  members  at  all  times.    The  Yorkshire 
coast  was  pointed  out  as  especially  available  just 
now.    The  Devon,  Welsh  coast,  and  Isle  of  Man, 
the  district  allotted  to  this  year's  competition  for 
the  committee  cup,  afforded  another  field,  and  much 
information  was  supplied  both  as  to  the  West  Coast 
of  Scotland,  and  of  Ireland,  some  of  it  familiar  to 
members,  but  much  of  it  new.    Indeed,  one  of  the 
objects  of  the  society,  "  the  providing  of  reliable 
information  regarding  sea  angling  resorts,"  had  been 
this  season  very  admirably  carried  out,  thanks  to 
his  industry  and  care.    And  the  members  rose  to 
the  occasion  and  passed  liim  a  special  and  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks,  and  individual  members 
filled  up  the  cup  so  fully  that  they  will  no  doubt 
experience  difficulty  in  disposing  of  this  embarraa 
de    richessea.      The  subject  will  be  further  con- 
sidered next  Wednesday.    After  that  the  members 
will  go  to  sea— and  catch  fish.    Mr.  S.  W.  Bullock 
occupied  the  business  chair,  Mr.  Holcombe  the 
social  chair. — H.  P. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 

Anglo-Feenoh  Piscatoeial  Society. 
Final  arrangements  were  made  on  Wednesday 
evening  for  the  prize  outing  to  Edenbridge  (Stafford 
Wood)  on  July  28  and  29.    Train  leaves  Charing 
Cross    on    Saturday,    at    5.15    p.m.,    when  a 
special  carnage  has  been  reserved.  Headquarters 
the  Royal  Oak  Hotel  (Host  Knight).    Four  new 
members  have  been  elected.     Last  week  end,  at 
JNewhaven,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams  and  Alfred 
Abrahams  (jun.)  took  Ucwt.  of  fish,  consisting  of 
dabs,  pouting,  pollack  and  bass— seven  bass  weigh- 
ing 431b.,  and  three  pollack,  81b.    On  July  25,  Mr. 
A.  Abrahams,   in   private  water  in  Hampshire 
took  five  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and  six  fine 
dace,  all  on  the  fly,  in  three  hours.— R.  Jacobs 
Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  occupied  the  chair  at  our  ordinary 
meetmg  on  July  18.    Two  new  members  were 
elected.    Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  who  had  attended  the 
usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  A.  A 
on  July  16,  gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings,  and 
was  smtably  thanked.    It  was  arranged  to  give 
four  prizes  in  the  club  match  at  Harefleld  on  Aug  6 
start  from  the  Fisheries  Hotel  at  10.30  a.m.  ;  cease 
fishmg  at  8  p.m.    At  a  committee  meeting  on 
July  19,  Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  presiding,  it  was  decided 
that  the  draw  for  the  first  round  for  the  club  cup 
should  take  place  on  July  25,  the  result  of  which 
will  be  sent  to  all  members  who  have  entered 
The     sides  "  match  at  Harefleld  on  July  22  ended 
in  a  victory  for  Mr.  Barnes'  side  over  Mr.  Armitage's 
by  21b.    The  principal  contributors  for  the  winners 
were  :— Mr.  Bainton,  roach  and  a  bream  (21b  6oz  )  • 
Mr.  Barnes,  roach  (best  1  lb.  2joz.) ;  and  Mr  Wood- 
Barrett,  roach  ;  whilst  for  the  losers  Mr.  Yarham 
brought  to  the  scales  ten  nice  dace,  also  roach,  and 
Mr.  Wilkins  roach  and  dace  ;   the  total  weight  of 
fish  being  1 9ib.  4oz.    The  match  ceased  at  4. 30  p  m 
when  tea  was  served  at  the  Fisheries  Hotelf  the 
society  s  coimtry  headquarters. — E.  B. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
The  advent  of  the  holiday  season  furnished  the 
subject  for  Wednesday  evening's  meeting  of  the 
members.    Where  to  go  ?  was  the  question,  and  the 
experience  of  those  who  "  have  been  "  fyrnished 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern 
on  Tuesday  last  (July  24),  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  pre- 
siding, when  there  was  a  nice  show  of  fish,  a  portion 
of  the  following  catches  being  on  the  trays.  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  fifteen  bream,  and  a  great  quantity  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  Thompson,  three  bream  and  two  eels, 
both  these  gentlemen  returning  many  smaU  fish; 
Mr.  Isaacs,  eight  bream,  ten  roach,  three  jack,  and 
one  chub ;    Mr.  J.  Warno,  roach,  perch,  up  to 
1  lb.  lOoz.,  three  bream,  741b.  (competition  medal), 
and  lost  a  good  pike  of  about  251b.  ;  Mr.  F.  James, 
bream  of  41b.  lOoz.  and  61b.,  and  eight  tench; 
Messrs.  R.  and  W.  Mcintosh,  many  rudd.  Mr.  Poole 
mentioned  that  he  now  had  in  a  tank  at  Billingsgate 
a  barbel  of  21b.,  caught  by  accident  last  week  by  a 
lighterman  of  Custom  House  Stairs.  In  a  discussion 
in  which  the  causal  failure  of  hook  points  and  barbs 
was  mentioned  by  several  members,  the  capital 
"  Alerte  "  hooks  of  Messrs.  Wyers,  Redditch,  were 
spoken  of  very  highly  by  several  membars  and  the 
chairman,  and  as  being  always  trustworthy.  Mr. 
Tyerman  made  an  interesting  report  respecting  the 
society's  water  at  Wraysbury,  and  smidry  sugges- 
tions made  in  connection  therewith  will  doubtless 
be  advantageous.   A  gentleman  was  nominated  for 
membership  ;  ballot,  August  14.    The  customary 
toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  a  vary  successful  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
■meeting  on  July  24.    Several  applications  were 
received  for  membership,  and  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  usual  course.    A  few  good  fishing  reports  were 
handed  in  during  the  evening.    Mr.  Zerfass  took 
some  nice  trout  from  private  water  ranging  from 
2ilb.  to  1  lb.    Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  had  five  trout 
from  Chesham,  the  largest  measuring  14in.  Mr. 
Birch  had  some  nice  trout  from  the  Taw,  and  Mr. 
H.  S.  Saunders  several  trout  from  Chesham.  Mr. 
Bayliffe  had  121b.  of  good  roach,  and  several  other 
members  had  trout  from  Chesham.    One  of  our 
members  has  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  any 
members  of  the  Gresham  a  private  stretch  of  excel- 
lent trout  water.    Particulars  of  this,  with  tickets 
to  fish,  may  be  obtained  by  applying  to  me  at  22, 
Wray  Crescent,  N.    The  permits  are  available  over 
the   Bank  Holiday,   and   succeeding  daj's.  The 
weeds  have  been  cut  at  Chesham,  and  the  watsr  is, 
though  bright,  in  capital  condition. — Hon.  Sec. 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 
The  results  of  the  first  round  of  the  club  champion- 
sliip  were  handed  in  on  July  25,  and  the  draw  for 
the  second  round  took  place.     Mr.  F.  W.  Harding 
has  taken  the  lead  for  the  challenge  cup  with  a 
score  of  nine  points,  Mr.  U-  Dunn  being  second  with 


five  and  a-half  points  to  his  credit.  Mr.  A.  E.  Forbes 
has  taken  some  good  class  roach  averaging  well  over 
a  pound  ;  and  Messrs.  Attwood  and  Harding  a  nice 
take  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace  well  over  the  "  High- 
bury "  standard.  It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  season  beats  all  previous  records  as  regards 
the  capture  of  specimen  trout,  and  as  the  members 
are  now  seriously  turning  their  attention  to  the 
other  freshwater  fish,  we  shall  no  doubt  soon  hear 
of  some  good  class  captures  from  our  Barford 
fishery.  Situated  pleasantly  near  Bournemouth,  it 
gives  the  members  the  opportunity  of  taking  a  rural 
holiday  amidst  beautiful  scenery,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  privilege  of  fishing  one  of  the  best  and 
most  strictly  preserved  "  coarse  "  fishing  rivers  in 
England. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
on  July  23,  when  a  most  interesting  account  was 
given  by  Mr.  G.  McClmtock  Lind  of  fishing  in 
Norway.  He  spent  over  a  fortnight  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Sandene,  twenty-three  hours  from 
Bergen,  and  had  capital  sport  with  trout.  In 
certain  lochs  these  were  very  plentiful,  but  no  fish 
of  any  great  size  were  killed,  the  weights  ranging 
from  8oz.  to  1  lb.  8oz.  Mr.  Lind  gave  a  good  deal 
of  information  as  to  route,  cost  of  living,  scenery 
to  be  met  with,  accommodation  and  other  par- 
ticulars of  value  to  the  intending  visitor.  Mr.  W.  M. 
Colles  had  a  remunerative  day  on  the  Test,  getting 
eight  brace  of  trout,  retaining  three  brace  to  take 
away  with  him.  The  fly  was  the  Grey  Quill. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  took  a  16in.  fish  on  the  Lambourn, 
and  had,  with  Mr.  R.  C.  Blimdell,  good  sport  with 
grayling  on  the  Kennet.  His  most  successful  fly 
was  a  variant  of  the  Blue  Quill.  Mr.  Blundell  got 
his  fish  with  a  hackle  yellow  dun.  Mr.  C.  H.  By- 
waters  killed  a  21b.  Kennet  trout,  and  Mr.  Moseley 
had  small  trout  on  the  Lambourn.  From  the  Moor 
stream  Messrs.  C.  and  E.  Blundell  had  a  brace  of 
nice  trout  between  them  weighing  51b.  4oz.  Mr. 
H.  T.  Sheringham  made  a  mixed  bag  at  Uxbridge, 
but  at  the  week  end  the  water  was  very  low  and 
dirty  and  sport  was  exceedingly  poor.  The  annual 
summer  dinner  at  Newbury  passed  off  admirably, 
Mrs.  Baxter  providing  an  excellent  repast. — Hon. 
Sec. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS. 

Annual  Picnic. 

The  annual  picnic  of  the  employes  of  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.,  Alnwick,  took  place  on  July  21.  A 
holiday  saving  club  was  started  last  year  in  con- 
nection with  the  above,  and  has  proved  a  great 
success,  the  sum  of  £225  10s.  3d.  being  paid  out 
on  July  13,  making  the  visit  of  the  King  and  Queen 
to  Alnwick  a  Royal  week  indeed. 

With  the  firm's  usual  generosity  to  the  holiday 
fimd,  this  year's  outing  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  ever  held.    A  more  delightful 
place  than  Wooler  could  hardly  have  been  chosen 
for  the  day's  enjoyment,  lying  as  it  does  at  the 
foot  of  the  Cheviot  Hills,  and  surrounded  by  a 
lovely  coimtryside.    Fine  weather  prevailed.  A 
start  was  made  from  the  Wliite  Swan  Hotel,  Aln- 
wick, about  8  a.m.,  and,  driving  by  way  of  Egling- 
ham,  Chillingham,  and  Chatton,  Wooler  was  reached 
about  noon.    Mrs.  Hetherington,  the  genial  hostess 
of  the  Black  Bull  Hotel,  catered  admirably  for  the 
pleasure  of  the  party.    Pleasant  rambles  through 
the  Happy  Valley,  and  to  Humbledon  Hill,  wliiled 
away  the  afternoon,  and  then  back  to  headquarters, 
where  a  splendid  knife  and  fork  tea  was  in  readiness, 
to  which  ample  justice  was  done.    Mr.  Broadley 
ably  presided  over  the  proceedings.    Mr.  Campbell 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  firm  for  their  practical 
help  and  kindness  towards  the  day's  outing.  Mr. 
Hardy,  in  reply,  said  they  were  ever  ready  to  help 
and  give  their  support  to  encourage  thrift.  The  hon. 
secretary,  in  replying  to  a  vote  of  thanks  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  JlcCutcheon, 
acknowledged  the  compliment.    The  return  journey 
was  made  at  7.30  p.m.,  home  being  reached  about 
eleven.    The  committee  were  Messrs.  Broadley, 
Campbell,   J.   Robson,   Gillan,   W.    Sergeant,  A. 
McCutcheon  (hon.  treasurer)  and  W.  Dingley  (hon. 
secretary). 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compUed 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

1096.  Fishing.  Patentees :  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 
and  A.  Williams,  both  of  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch,  Worcestershire.  Artificial  bait.  In  order 
that  it  may  be  collapsible  and  not  easily  damaged, 
the  body  part  of  artificial  bait  is  made  as  a  tube 
from  plaited  or  woven  horsehair,  which  may  bo 
dyed  or  coloured  as  desired,  and  fitted  into  a  metal 
head.  Reference  is  made  to  specification  No.  5715, 
A.D.  1891. 
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Now  watch  intently  Nature's  gentle  doings  : 

They  ivill  be  found  softer  than  ringdoves'  oooings  : 

Were  I  in  such  a  place,  I  sure  should  pray 

That  naught  less  sweet  might  call  my  thoughts  away 

Than  the  soft  rustle  of  a  maiden's  gown 

Fanning  away  the  dandelion's  down  : — 

Than  the  light  music  of  her  nimble  toes, 

Patting  against  the  sorrel  as  she  goes. 

— Keats. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On  July  18,  at  their  headquarters.  Fetter-lane, 
there  was  an  exhibition  of  members'  tackle,  con- 
sisting of  new  and  up-to-date  rods,  and  every  con- 
ceivable and  inconceivable  artifice  in  vogue  with 
sea  anglers.  This  was  absolutely  a  "Members'  Show." 
Later  on  (in  September)  there  will  be  the  usual 
annual  exhibition  of  the  products  of  tackle  makers' 
work.  The  first  rod  I  handled  was  Mr.  Mallet's, 
a  split  cane,  steel  centre,  especially  suitable  for 
Ballycotton  and  heavy  fishing  generally.  It  is  a 
very  useful  and  workmanlike  tool,  built  by  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.  to  Mr.  Mallet's  design.  I  hope  to 
hear  of  some  good  sport  when  the  Ballycotton 
contingent  return,  and  with  less  "breakages"  than 
were  encountered  last  year.  Three  other  rods,  by 
the  same  maker  which  have  seen  good  service  in 
Ireland  and  elsewhere  were  also  exhibited  by  Mr. 
Mallet.  There  was  a  one-piece  split  cane  rod  built 
for  a  member  by  Bernard  &  Co.,  for  Ballycotton  use. 

*  *  *  * 

^Mr.  C.  Kemp's  was  a  very  interesting  exhibit, 
which  included  his  "  family  "  rod  and  reel  over  one 
hundred  years  old,  and  is  still  in  active  service ; 
some  flies  used  by  him  in  1863  in  the  Bay  of 
Fundy,  also  a  walking-stick  rod  bought  in  1856. 
Mr.  M.  F.  Blake,  of  "  grip "  sea-lead  celebrity 
showed  a  creel  most  ingeniously  fitted  with  every 
sea  fishing  requisite  all  ready  to  hand,  reminding 
one  of  the  copy-book,  "a  place  for  everything  and 
everything  in  its  place."  Mr.  Oakshott  showed  a 
rod  he  used  on  the  East  Coast,  and  Mr.  Macintosh 
also  showed  a  modern  rod — the  "Facile" — which 
was  telescopic,  and  capable  of  being  packed  up  and 
used  as  a  walking-stick.  The  rings  were  of  gradu- 
ated sizes  (detachable)  and  fitted  to  perfection.  In 
addition  to  the  rod,  Mr.  Mcintosh  showed  his  com- 
plete and  compact  "Pocket-book"  tackle  outfit. 
I  have  a  walking- stick  rod  made  by  the  late  Mr. 
Sowerbutts,  which  I  have  often  used  when  an 
ordinary  rod  would  have  meant  "  No  Fishing 
Allowed."  The  rings  I  made  (with  Mr.  Gillett's 
assistance)  are  similar  to  those  used  by  Mr. 
Mcintosh,  and  I  fondly  imagined  that  mine  was 
the  only  one  in  existence,  but  "great  minds 
assimilate." 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  (an  excellent  bass  fisher)  and 
Mr.  J.  C.  Hindley  sho wedsome  first-rate  bass,  and  sea- 
trout  rods.  Another  feature  was  the  number  of  home- 
made rods,  which  reflected  the  greatest  skill  on  the 
amateur  workman.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin's  rod  for 
general  sea  use  was  perfection  itself  —  every 
detail  very  carefully  considered.  It  had  a  special 
winch  attached  of  his  own  design,  being  provided 
with  a  new  form  of  brake  controlling  the  running 
of  the  line  in  delicate  manner,  specially  useful  in 
whiffing.  Among  many  things  Mr.  Mignot  exhibited 
a  sea  rod  with  lance  wood  top,  also  a  "clean" 
specimen  of  the  wood  used  in  the  making. 
Miss  Teevan  showed  the  light  split-cane  rod  and 
tackle  upon  which  she  took  two  cod  off  Deal, 
weighing  nearly  401b.  tCongratulations  to  you.  Miss 
Teevan,  on  your  skill  and  success. 

*  *  *  * 

'  I  am  "  running  on,"  but  must  notice  Mr.  Edgar 
Hyde's  aluminium  reel  with  a  free-running  spool, 
especially  adaptable  to  railing  for  mackerel.  "Then 
Mr.  Waller's  exhibit  was  devoted  to  flatfish,  and  con- 
sisted of  a  neat  holdall  for  hooks  and  traces,  and  a 
rod  made  by  himself,  which  he  has  used  since 
1882.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  another  famous  fisherman 
for  flatfish,  displayed  some  of  his  most  ingenious 
and  effective  booms,  traces,  etc.  Mr.  Boyton's  .sea- 
trout  casts,  as  used  by  him  in  Shetland,  also  his 
case  for  flies  and  hooks  claimed  attention.  The 
rod,  reel,  and  tackle  used  by  Mr.  Lewis  in  capturing 
his  big  wrasse  at  Weymouth  were  also  on  view. 
In  "  reeling  in  "  I  can  only  say  that  the  exhibition  of 
members'  tackle  was  well  conceived  and  ably 
carried  out,  giving  satisfaction,  gratification,  and 
instruction  to  all  who  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
present.  Like  Mr.  Mallet's  "  Well-Done "  rod,  I 
say,  "Well  done"  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  J.  Pickup 
(secretary),  and  Entertainment  Committee ! 


The  largest  and  finest  exposition  of  food  products 
over  held  in  the  United  States  will  open  in  Boston 
on  Oct.  1,  and  continue  until  Oct.  27,  inclusive. 


Fishing  on  the  Rother.  , 

On  July  14  (p.  41)  an  article  appeared,  entitled 
"  Fishing  on  the  Rother."  A  glance  at  the  ad- 
vertisement on  p.  78  will  show  that  a  fresh  start 
has  been  made,  and  after  negotiations  with  the 
Board  of  Fisheries  and  Agriculture,  new  bye-laws 
have  been  formed,  under  which  it  is  hoped  that  the 
fishing  will  be  greatly  improved.  For  some  time 
the  Rother  Board  of  Conservancy  did  not  permit 
fisliing  on  Sundays.  That  restriction  has  been 
removed,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Danes,  the  newly- 
appointed  secretary  to  the  Rothor  Fishery  Asso- 
ciation, Sogg's  House,  Ewhurst,  Hawkliiirst,  Sussex, 
will,  on  application,  be  pleased  to  send  full  particulars 
to  intending  subscribers. 

*  *  *  * 

Limits  of  the  District. 
So  much  of  the  Rivers  Rother,  Tillingham,  and 
Brede,  and  their  tributaries,  as  lies  within  the 
counties  of  Sussex  and  Kent,  and  the  Liberties  of 
Rye  and  Winchelsea ;  the  estuary  of  the  said 
rivers  ;  the  space  between  the  ordinary  high  and 
low  water  mark  (hereinafter  termed  the  seashore) 
between  Dungeness,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and 
Fairlight,  in  the  county  of  Sussex  ;  all  rivers  running 
into  the  sea  between  the  said  points,  and  being 
within  the  said  coimties  ;  and  the  sea  adjoining  to 
the  seashore  between  the  said  points  for  the  distance 
of  three  miles  seaward,  from  ordinary  low  water 
mark,  as  laid  down  on  the  map  deposited  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of  Sussex. 


Mr.  E.  Collinson  writes : — "  The  Ouse  at 
St.  Ives,  Hunts,  points  to  favourable  fisliing  here, 
and  yet  the  fish  have  been  absolutely  dead  off  the 
feed.  The  only  construction  I  can  place  upon  such 
a  state  of  affairs  is  that  during  the  past  four  days 
we  have  had  a  lot  of  local  storms  and  varying 
temperatures,  the  wind  veering  to  almost  every 
quarter  of  the  compass  in  twenty-four  hours,  or 
even  less.  There  are  any  amoimt  of  excellent 
fighting  bream  and  roach  to  be  captured,  and  fine 
specimen  chub  over  61b.,  and  there  ought  to  be 
some  good  takes  to  record  any  time  now,  given  some 
settled  weather.  There  has  been  several  parties  out 
breaming,  and,  although  some  favourite  swims  have 
been  well  baited  and  also  well  fished,  the  results 
have  been  anything  but  satisfactory." 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Clapton  Fly  Fishers 
and  General  Angling  Society,  held  on  July  17,  was 
enlivened  by  a  rather  unusual  and  interesting  paper 
which  was  read  by  Mr  Racey  under  the  title  of 
"Angling  and  Anglers,  by  One  who  Knows 
Nothing  whatever  on  the  Subject," 
and  the  secretary  has  kindly  sent  a  verbatim  report 
of  it.  It  is  a  well  written,  •'  racj',"  and  amusing 
paper.  But  for  its  great  length  we  might  almost 
have  been  tempted  to  put  it  before  our  readers, 
but  space  forbids.  The  essayist  is  evidently  not 
quite  such  an  ignoramus  on  angling  subjects  as  he 
professes  to  be ;  it  is  not  quite  so  easy  as  it  seems 
to  keep  up  the  delusion  of  writing  from  that  point 
of  view  from  beginning  to  end,  but  Mr.  Racey 
seems  to  have  done  it  very  well.  The  paper  is 
largely  made  up  of  apt  quotations  from  various 
angling  writers  and  others — from  Dame  Berners 
and  Izaak  Walton  downwards  to  Kingsley,  Byron, 
and  Burro ughes.  Its  prevailing  characteristic  is  a 
kind  of  dry  humour  well  calculated  to  keep  an 
audience  in  good  humour. 


Barbel  at  Billingsgate. 
"  Truth  is  stranger  than  fiction."  The  following 
may  well  be  classed  under  the  heading  of  "  Strange 
Occurrences  !  "  Near  London  Bridge,  on  July  18,  a 
lighterman,  named  Tom  Maxwell,  was  rowing  close 
to  one  of  the  beautiful  beds  of  mud  which  are 
exposed  at  low  tide  when  a  barbel  of  21b.  was  caught 
up  by  his  scull.  The  fish  is  alive  and  well,  and  may 
be  seen  at  Mr.  Charles  Poole's,  the  Cock  Hotel, 
Monument-street,  Billingsgate.  Walk  up  !  I  may 
mention  that  Mr.  Poole  is  one  of  the  most  esteemed 
members  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 


Mr.  Charles  Sparrow,  the  Australian  dramatic 
reciter,  and  Miss  Dorothy  Wren,  the  gifted  soprano, 
entertained  a  large  audience  at  the  Steinway  Hall 
on  July  19,  and  most  items  were  admirably  done 
and  well  received.  Miss  Myrtle  Meggy  in  piano 
soli  secured  double  encores. 


One  of  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres'  customers,  Mr.  G. 
Hayes,  a  member  of  the  Nelson  Angling  Society, 
Liverpool,  using  the  lightest  "  Roseau  "  rod  they 
make,  and  their  No.  8  crystal  hooks  to  drawn  gut, 
succeeded  in  "  capturing "  last  week  a  splendid 
carp,  weighing  81b.  lOoz.  The  fish  is  being  set  up 
to  adorn  the  club  room.  This  speaks  volumes  for 
the  quality  of  the  light  "  Roseau  "  rod  and  tackle. 


Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  St.  Bride 
Institute,  Bride-lane,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday,  July  31,  at 
5.30  p.m.  precisely — to  read  and  confirm  minutes 
of  the  last  annual  meeting  ;  to  receive  reports  and 
accounts  of  the  society  for  the  year  ending  April  30 
last ;  to  receive  report  of  attendances  of  members  of 
the  executive  during  past  year  ;  election  of  executive, 
officers,  etc.  ;  and  for  general  business. 


I  hear  that  the  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers' 
Association  at  Amberley  are  yielding  some  good, 
fish.  On  July  8  a  member  of  the  George  A.S. 
had  over  401b.  ;  on  July  14,  fishing  in  the  "  Shield" 
competition,  the  Oglanders  had  four  specimens, 
and  on  July  22  Mr.  Overall,  of  the  Penge  A.S., 
had  a  roach  of  21b.  3oz.,  in  addition  to  a  fuie  show 
of  bream. 


Mr.  H.  Bouffler,  a  member  of  the  Bostonian 
A.S.,  "  captured  "  two  nice  roach  on  July  22  from 
the  Arun  at  Amberley.  When  weighed  at  Am- 
berley it  was  21b.  and  four  pennies,  but  on  reaching 
the  club  it  weighed  21b.  less  one  pennyweight,  which 
goes  to  prove  that  fish  decrease  in  weight  after 
capture.  Mr.  Bouffleur  says  less  one  pennyweight. 
He  does  not  mean  the  dwt.  in  troy  weight,  twenty 
of  which  go  to  the  ounce,  but  the  ordinary  penny  in 
circulation,  which  weighs  about  one-quarter  of  an 
ounce  (avoirdupois). 

«  «  *  * 

A  father  once  told  his  son  that  if  he  wished  to 
succeed  in  life  he  should  never  be  without  a  knife, 
a  piece  of  chalk,  and  a  bit  of  string.  Always 
useful.  He  might  have  added.  Never  be  without 
a  halfpenny  and  a  penny.  If  you  should  have 
occasion  to  buy  a  pound  of  potatoes,  and  not  quite 
sure  that  you  have  your  weight,  try  sixty-four 
pennies.  Then,  again,  if  you  want  to  measure  your 
fish,  and  have  left  your  rule  at  home,  lay  twelve 
halfpennies  on  a  piece  of  paper,  and  you  have 
one  foot  (twelve  inches,  as  a  halfpeimy  measures 
one  inch),  thirty-six  one  yard.  I  have  not  calcu- 
lated how  many  are  required  to  measure  a  mile, 
but  it  can  be  worked  out  "  between  the  bites." 


Sailing  the  Sales. 
Those  summer  sails  across  the  sea  1 
What  pleasant  dreams  they  bring  to  me 
Of  drowsy  days  of  perfect  rest. 
Still  cradled  on  old  Ocean's  breast. 
But  not  for  me  to  Ue  and  bask  ; 
In  town  I  do  my  daily  task  ; 
My  wife  has  gone  to — need  you  ask  ?— 

Those  summer  sales  ! 

— London  Opinion. 


Last  Day  of  Sale,  July  31. 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson, 
Ltd.,  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G.,  are  holding 
a  sale  of  Ladies*  Spring  and  Summer  Waterproofs, 
nearly  all  being  reduced  to  half-price  or  under.  A 
great  bargain  is  their  special  assortment  of  Shower- 
proof Jackets.  Another  indispensable.  Rubber 
Boots  for  lady  anglers,  are  being  sold  remarkably 
cheap  considering  the  present  high  price  of  rubber. 
Their  Waterproof  Ground  Sheets,  which  will  serve 
the  purposes  of  a  holdall,  wrap,  steamer  rug, 
motor,  or  driving  apron,  will  save  pounds  during 
a  summer  trip.  On  receipt  of  a  postcard  a  list  of 
goods  will  be  forwarded  free. 


"  The  Mick  "  has  a  friend  who  is  greatly  troubled 
about  his  sweetheart.  He  thinks  she  is  unfaithful 
to  him,  and  came  to  Mick  for  advice — and  got  it. 
Said  Mick,  "  If  I  were  in  your  place,  I'd  buy  a  gun, 
bejabers,  and  if  I  caught  another  blackguard  with 
my  gal  when  I  wasn't  there,  bedad,  I'd  shoot  him  !  " 


Interest  in  motor-cars  is  very  keen  just  now 
indeed.  The  old  Black  Dog  Restaurant,  in  Shoe-lane, 
is,  I  suppose,  one  of  our  best  known  City  hostelries, 
and  its  genial  manager,  Mr.  Benjamin,  being  an  all- 
round  sportsman  (angler,  cyclist,  and  am  item- 
photographer  as  well),  a  good  storj'  is  always  obtain- 
able there.  The  other  evening  a  question  was  in 
discussion  re  the  speed  of  motor-cars,  when  a  typical 
Yankee  strolled  in  and  offered  to  show  Mr.  B.  what 
"  a  rale  specimen  of  '  tall '  travelling  "  was  alto- 
gether "  like  "  !  and  appointed  a  meatrng  for  the 
following  Sunday  morning.  The  appointment  was 
duly  kept,  and  away  they  flew  out  of  London,  the 
speed  gradually  increasing  and  increasing  vmtil 
Mr  B.  suddenly  gasped,  "  Wliat  cemetery  are  we 
passing  through  now  ?  "  "  Sit  tight,  you  idiot  !  " 
the  Yankee  replied.  "  This  is  not  a  graveyard 
you're  passing  through — by  the  holy  Jonathan, 
they're  milestones  I  "  Dragnet. 
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OGDEN&SGOTFORD'S 

Speciaiities  for  Summer  Angling. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 

The  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO "  Fly  Rod, 

LATEST  TESTIMONIAL.. 

"  I  have  sent  you  one  of  your  Multum  Trout  Rods  to  varnish.  The  best 
I  have  ever  seen."   Rev.  p.  s 

FEATHERWEIGHT"  Roach  Rod. 
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12  to  14  ft.,    very    light,    in  3  or  4  joints,    12/6  each. 
RECENT  TESTIMONIAL  RECEIVED. 

Gt.  George  Street,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 
T  o"  \-  i!}^*^  °l  ^""^^  shown  me  one  of  your  Featherweight  Roach  Rods. 

The     TEWKESBURY"  Roach  and 
Bream  Rod. 

10  to  13  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  beautifully  balanced,  XO/6  to  X2/6  each. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

,  Leicester,  July  23,  1906. 

ihe  Roach  Rod  you  made  is  quite  satisfactory.     Balance  and  spring  A  1 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  painstaking  and  skilful  way  you  followed  my 
^   Yours  faithfuUy,  W.  H.  W.  ' 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2/^  dox. 

All  Angling  Requisites.  Catalogues  Free. 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS ^  NOW  READY. 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 

Also  JUST  PUBLISHED. 

"ANGLING  'TIIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED" 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
m  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4|cl.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR    THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY. 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLJ:  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"  Halcyon,  Leeds. 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK.' 


For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  " MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

30/.;  14  ft.,  32/-.   TheseVds  are^^ad^/.^itab/e" f of 4',  m\,^J,ow"/;  Vori:" '  ' 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE" 

superior  fltt(ng^;.2  topf/f 'ft!' fi^l^-O  ft.!'?2/.  Tn  ft!  12/6™1  It^ife."  '^^'^^^'^ 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  NE  WARK-ON-TRENT. 

Th6  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rotis,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World, 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendfdiy 
I  finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-.  f     "  uijr 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE^^EELS^lTted  with  optional  check 
alummium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout: 
^i^-  4  in.  4J  in.  5  in 

^0/"  ty-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania.  " 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE 

ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  tlie  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


WADERS     Trousers,  22/6  to  30/ 
'^■^^■■"^l  pair  Guaranteed. 

BROGUES,  '^^tr\awfwtue'iaT'25;:!''  "'^^'^  "^^'^^''^'^ 


And  Punts.    Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Rods,  from  a  ozs.  and  upwards 
introduced  by  the  tirm  this  year.  ' 

The  Angler  who  has  NOT  tsYo'sLg'sport.'"^''' 


See  oup  "  Ano^lnp.:'  PniH^     fi,^  M        n  1   I  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishingi  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 

SeeouP   Anglers  GuxdeJon^eNoPthCountPy^;^^  ARMSTRONG    &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  P),  115,  N'Sd  Street. 


HENRY  A.  MORTON,  An^'flr^f^eTort 


.  NEWCASTLEONTYNE.  I     N  E  WCASTLE-OIM-TYN  E. 
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Proviiieial  flngllflg  Jiotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  the  evening  of  July  19,  when  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending  June  last  was 
placed  before  the  members.  It  showed  that 
during  the  past  year  the  sum  of  £46  had  been 
paid  out  in  death  claims,  and  grants  to  members 
£6  15s.  The  total  number  of  members  were  1204. 
The  total  amount  of  money  in  hand  after  meeting 
all  the  liabilities  and  defraying  the  working  ex- 
penses amounted  to  £410  7s.  3d.  ;  to  this  sum  the 
large  number  of  entrance  fees  and  the  discount 
on  the  sale  of  railway  tickets  at  the  last  annual 
contest  will  be  added,  so  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  financial  position  of  the  society  is  all  that 
could  be  wished  for.  A  silver  medal,  given 
by  Mr.  J.  Bentley,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Tom 
Atkins,  of  the  Vulcan  Club,  for  making  the 
largest  number  of  new  members  this  year,  he 
having  enrolled  no  less  than  forty-four.  Coarse  fish 
are  now  in  good  condition,  and  again  sport  has  been 
good  on  the  Severn.  In  the  Upton  district  our 
members  have  made  good  catches  of  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  Several  contests  have  lately  been  held  here, 
and  just  lately  the  first  six  competitors  caught 
within  half  an  ounce  of  3tlb.  of  fish,  chiefly  roach, 
taken  with  the  stewed  wheat.  The  first  prize  was 
won  with  Sib.  7oz. — not  so  bad  for  a  three  hours' 
competition.  The  best  fishing  is  near  the  railway 
bridge ;  the  best  accommodation  to  be  obtained 
at  Upton  is  Mr.  Tod  Oakley's.  The  river  at 
this  •  part  is  generally  in  good  condition,  but 
in  the  upper  reaches  it  is  just  now  low  and 
fine,  this  remark  applies  to  the  I5ewdley  district  up 
to  Bridgenorth.  Dace  and  chub  are  taking  the  fly 
at  the  latter  place,  but  at  the  former  place,  the 
river  being  shallow,  it  is  just  now  very  weedy. 
Good  sport  should  now  be  had  at  Lincomb  and 
below  the  weir  down  to  Hampstill.  Roach  fisher- 
men have  done  well  on  the  Teme  at  Ludlow 
and  Tenbury,  but  rain  would  just  now  do  all  our 
rivers  a  lot  of  good. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  some  rain  would  improve  the  streams, 
excellent  accounts  are  to  hand  regarding  roach 
fishing.  From  the  Witham,  Kirkstead,  and  other 
resorts  on  the  lower  section,  come  the  most  gratify- 
ing reports.  In  the  Dogdyke  district  of  the 
Witham  individual  catches  of  roach  have  weighed 
from  141b.  to  201b.  Bream  fishing  is  not  quite  the 
success  it  was,  especially  on  the  Witham,  and  the 
only  water  where  this  branch  of  sport  has  shown  no 
signs  of  falling  oii  is  the  Glen,  fish  up  to  61b.  having 
been  taken.  Of  the  drains  in  the  Boston  district, 
the  Mount  Pleasant  and  Hobhole  have  so  far 
furnished  the  best  sport. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  excellent  catches  of  roach  are  being  made 
this  week  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  at  Wansford, 
Snakeholme,  and  Brigham ;  and  at  Arram  and 
Willholme,  on  the  river  Hull,  roach  are  taking  both 
pearl  barley  and  paste  freely.  The  Beverley 
A.  S.  fished  a  club  match  on  the  River  Figham, 
and  had  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson 
securing  the  first  prize  with  61b.  4Joz.  Some  good 
takes  of  fish  are  also  being  made  at  Wawne 
and  Dunswell  with  both  paste  and  maggots. 
Anglers  visiting  the  Market  Weighton  Canal 
are  having  good  sport  at  Newport  and  Broom- 
fleet,  amongst  bream  and  roach ;  and  bream 
up  to  2^1b.  each  secured  with  maggots.  The 
top  ponds  at  Sodhouse  Lock  and  Land  o'  Nod 
are  alive  with  good  fish,  one  angler  with 
red  worms  had  a  very  good  sample  of  perch  up 
to  fib.  each.  The  weed-cutting  has  been  executed 
on  the  River  Ancholme,  and  good  swims  and  clear 
places  can  now  be  found  in  all  parts  down  to 
Ferriby  Sluice,  where  some  large  bream  are  being 
taken  both  with  worm  and  maggots.  The  Pro- 
gressive Angling  Association  of  Hull  had  their 
annual  outing  on  Monday,  at  Saxby  Bridge,  Mr. 
J.  Cox  leading  the  winners  with  41b.  6Joz.  The 
West  Hull  A.  A.  fished  a  pegged-down  match,  Mr. 
Tom  Bardsley  weighing  in  Clb.  3oz.  for  first  prize. 


FROM   THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

!i  .Fishing  for  the  past  week  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  of  a  brilliant  character.  The  rain  of  Wednesday 
week  last  brought  the  streams  out  in  the  evening, 
and  this  was  again  the  case  on  the  following 
Monday.  These  floods  have  brought  up  a 
nice  lot  of  sea  fish,  but  they  were  not  big 
enough    to    have    the    best    effects — a  good 


rousing  bank-higher  is  really  what  is  wanted. 
Be  things  as  they  are,  however,  I  should  say  that 
^}ie  niglit  fishing  for  sea-trout  for  the  August 
moon  is  now  pretty  well  assured,  if  the  weather 
conditions  be  anything  like  at  all.  No  great 
number  of  these  fish  have  been  killed  as  yet — they 
never  are  in  this  district  in  July.  On  July  19  Mr. 
Bland  had  a  good  one  of  31b.  from  the  "Waste," 
on  the  Kent,  and  Mr.  R.  Gauven  another  of  1  lb. 
Rather  higher  up  the  stream  Mr.  J.  Fishwick  had — 
amongst  other  fish — a  good  brown  trout  of  IJlb. 
On  the  following  Saturday  Mr.  Wm.  Thompson 
killed  a  dozen  brown  trout  in  the  Kent  A.  A. 
waters,  the  three  best  being  upwards  of  12oz. 
apiece,  and  Mr.  Bland  had  nine  from  the  same 
waters. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  most  important  event  in  this  county  last 
Saturday  (July  21)  was  the  Junior  Championship 
at  Worsley.  There  was  a  good  entry,  although 
slightly  inferior  to  1905,  being  twenty-one  short. 
Messrs.  Constable,  referee,  and  Lawley  and 
Mitchell  as  assistants  made  good  arrangements, 
everything  passed  off  pleasantly.  In  the  end 
E.  Teasdale,  Manchester,  and  W.  Thompson, 
Barton,  won  the  two  medals,  and  there  were 
nineteen  added  prizes.  At  Worsley  to-day  there 
will  be  a  big  testimonial  match  for  the  benefit  of 
Dick  Pendlebury,  who  has  fallen  on  unfortunate 
times.  The  Tyldesley  Association  had  a  successful 
contest  at  Astley  on  July  21,  W.  Owen  winning 
first  prize.  There  is  a  lull  in  angling  generally,  our 
men  evidently  reserving  themselves  for  the  coming 
holidays.  Several  open  events  were  fished  on 
July  21,  but  reports  are  withheld,  possibly  wisely. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

August  Bank  Holiday  is  likely  to  interfere  with 
several  important  meetings,  one  of  which,  as 
usual,  is  that  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials.  They 
had  a  very  important  agenda  which  could  not 
be  postponed,  so  it  will  be  discussed  the 
evening  after.  The  Lower  Broughton  Angling 
Society  had  a  poor  time  at  Broken  Cross  last  week- 
end, the  sport  being  extremely  disappointing.  J. 
Snelson  took  first  prize.  The  one  topic  of  interest  is 
the  coming  Bank  Holiday,  for  which  lavish  prepara- 
tions are  being  made.  As  usual,  there  will  be 
parties  from  all  the  popular  resorts,  which  include 
trips  to  both  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Despite  recent 
storms  many  waters  stand  in  need  of  rain. 


FROM  N6TTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  keeps  remarkably  low  and  clear,  but 
the  sultry  weather  which  has  prevailed  has  induced 
barbel  to  feed  more  freely.  Last  Saturday  Mr. 
H.  Green,  the  lessee  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont 
waters  of  Earl  Manvers,  brought  off  a  splendid 
catch  with  the  worm,  and  a  fish  of  71b.  was  shown, 
in  the  evening,  from  Beeston.  Another  of  5Ib.  was 
taken  by  a  punt  angler  at  the  foot  of  the  railway 
bridge  spanning  the  river  near  Old  Wilford  Village. 
Punt  occupants,  generally,  have  done  well.  On 
the  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  stretch,  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  been  amongst  barbel  (one, 
6 Jib.)  and  roach  (the  latter  to  wheat),  and  several 
fine  barbel  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  E.  Charlton. 
Barbel,  with  eels,  have  been  taken  on  the  lower 
waters  by  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  and 
others.  Eels  are  just  now  less  quiet,  so  far  as 
running  is  concerned.  Dace  and  chub  have  been 
showing  sport  in  the  streams  to  gentles,  and 
evening  fly  fishers  have  done  fairly  well  amongst 
the  same  class  of  fish.  Reaching  with  wheat  is 
growing  more  popular  every  day,  and  the  fish  are 
biting  freely.  It  is  best  to  previously  bait  up  the 
swim  or  swims  intended  to  be  operated  upon. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  getting  low  and  fine,  and  sport  has 
fallen  off  in  consequence.  A  great  many  rods  have 
been  out,  and  in  some  waters  good  catches  of 
fish  have  been  had.  Mr.  Patey  eight  brace  of 
grayling  and  some  large  trout,  in  the  Teme  ^near 
Tenbury  ;  Messrs.  Smith  and  Rigby  also  had  good 
sport  in  the  Teme  in  the  same  neighbourhood,  the 
former  three  brace  of  trout  and  five  grayling,  the 
latter  three  large  trout  and  three  brace  of  grayling ; 
several  others  did  well  with  fly  and  maggot,  and 
some  grand  dace  were  caught.  The  roach  have 
given  good  sport  in  the  Severn  from  the  Diglis  Weir 
downwards,  and  some  full  creels  of  fish  have  been 
brought  home.  Mr.  J.  Harris  caught  201b.  on  July  22, 
Mr.  J.  Thompson,  of  the  Fountain  Club,  had  271b. 
on  Monday,  others  have  had  from  91b.  to  121b.  in 
the  afternoon.  We  are  hearing  a  better  account 
of  the  Avon.  Some  very  fine  roach  and  some 
good  bream  have  been  caught  with  the 
creed  wheat  since  Sunday,  and  some  large 
eels  with  wasp  grubs.    The  Star  Angling  Club, 


Upton-on-Severn,  had  their  first  contest  in  the  club 
water,  the  Lower  Ham,  on  Wednesday  last,  about 
thirty  members  competed  and  the  fish  were  well 
on  the  feed.  The  winners  were  as  follows: — First, 
F.W.  James,  81b.  7oz.;  second,  G.  B.  James,  71b.  9oz.; 
third.  A.  E.  Higgins,  (Mb.  4Joz.;  fourth,  0.  E.  Tombs, 
41b.  15^oz.;  fifth,  T.  Jinksi^  31b.  5Joz.  Several  com- 
petitions will  take  place  during  the  coming  week. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  needed  freshets  most 
of  the  rivers  are  too  low  and  clear  to  admit  of  more 
than  the  most  ordinary  kind  of  sport,  consequently 
catches  have  been  moderate  all  round.  A  number 
of  matches  cameoff  on  July  21  in  the  club  waters,  and 
in  other  streams  by  permission,  in  the  York  district. 
The  members  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  A.  A.  visited 
Skirpenbeck,  and  fished  their  second  match  of  the 
season  in  a  stretch  of  the  Derwent.  Much  annoyance 
was  caused  by  insects,  which  were  so  pestiferous 
that  no  one  was  sorry  when  the  four  hours'  angling 
was  over.  Catches  ruled  small,  for  the  water  was 
very  clear,  although  of  good  volume.  Several  fine 
samples  of  roach  were  secured.  Mr.  J.  Robson 
had  the  biggest  catch — 31b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Wardle 
was  second,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Davidson  third.  Only 
one  rodman  out  of  eighteen  was  unsuccessful.  Con- 
sidering adverse  conditions,  the  Cocoa  Works 
fishers,  to  the  number  of  twenty-eight,  who  held 
their  opening  match  at  Beningbrough,  made  a  very 
good  catch.  Mr.  A.  J.  Audair's  fish  weighed 
41b.  8oz.,  and  he  had  the  first  prize.  The 
York  Cattle  Market  A.  C.  had  four  hours'  fishing 
at  Beningbrough,  when  all  the  members  present 
caught  fish,  Mr.  A.  Harrison's  stock,  weighing 
41b.  8|oz.,  being  the  largest.  Therefore  he  secured 
a  good  lead  for  the  aggregate  prize,  a  silver  cup 
and  medal,  being  21b.  S^oz.  in  front  of  Mr.  J. 
Metcalfe,  21b.  SJoz.  St.  Lawrence  Working  Men's 
A  C.  held  a  sweepstakes  at  Newton- on-Ouse,  when 
Mr.  J.  Wilcock  stood  first,  3lb.  l^oz.  Leeman- 
road  Club  held  their  first  match  of  the  season  at 
Wheldrake  Ings  in  beautiful  weather.  The  top 
weight  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  Croft.  Clarence  W.  M. 
Club  was  well  represented  at  West  Cottingwith, 
Mr.  G.  Martin  caught  fish  which  weighed 
21b.  4^oz.  Tlie  twenty-fourth  annual  match  of  the 
Thirsk  and  Sowerby  A.  C.  took  place  in  the  Swale  at 
Catton,  when  there  was  a  record  entry,  close  on 
seventy  members  taking  part.  The  weather  was 
favourable  and  the  river  was  in  nice  condition. 
Goodly  numbers  of  roach,  perch  and  eels  were 
taken.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harland,  31b.  14ioz.,  £3  10s., 
was  first ;  and  also  secured  the  prize  for  the 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  caught;  Mr.  A.  Wright, 
31b.  lOoz  ,  £2  lOs.,  was  second;  and  Mr.  W. 
Kettlewell,  31b.  2oz.,  third. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  damp  and  foggy 
since  last  notes.  Owing  to  no  appreciable  rise  in 
the  waters,  river  fishing  has  not  afforded  good 
sport  except  at  a  few  places.  Lake  fishing  has 
afforded  good  sport  in  Connaught,  generally  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout.  The  Kerry  lakes  have  not 
fished  up  to  the  usual  standard,  and  on  the  Water- 
ville  waters  sea- trout  fishing  has  declined  a  good 
deal.  Sea  angling  has  yielded  good  sport  with 
various  fish  in  Cork,  Kerry,  Clare,  Galway,  and 
Donegal.  The  weather  at  time  of  writiog  is  very 
foggy,  but  the  general  outlook  is  improved. 
North  of  Ireland. 

Along  the  eastern  coasts  of  the  province  sea- trout 
are  on  the  run  where  the  state  of  the  river  permits. 
The  late  rains  did  a  little  good.  An  improvement 
in  sport  is  very  much  wanted  to  make  up  for  the 
leeway  in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  For  so  far 
it  has  been  a  very  poor  season  all  round,  protracted 
drought  being  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  that. 
The  marking  of  kelt  and  other  salmon  to  ascertain 
the  rate  of  growth  of  that  fish  is  systematically 
carried  out  at  the  Kilrea  and  Newtownstewart 
hatcheries  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Com- 
pany, under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Thomas 
McDermott,  the  superintendent.  Three  salmon  re- 
cently taken  in  the  lower  Bann  had  a  rather  curious 
history.  One  which  was  marked  on  January  20, 
1905,  weighed  5^1b.  and  measured  26in.  in  length. 
It  was  taken  by  an  angler  on  the  Bann  last 
month,  when  it  weighed  151b.  and  measured  34in. 
in  length ;  a  second  fish  weighed  61b.  and  measured 
28in.  in  length  in  January,  1905,  and  it  was  taken 
at  the  Cutts,  near  Coleraine,  last  month,  when  it 
turned  the  scale  at  15^1b.,  and  measured  35 Jin.  in 
length.  The  third  salmon,  released  at  the  same 
time,  weighed  61b.  and  measured  28in.  in  length, 
and  when  it  was  taken  at  the  Cutts  last  month  it 
had  grown  out  to  34in.  in  length  and  weighed  171b. 
All  three  were  males.  These  figures  show  that  the 
salmon  practically  trebled  their  weights  inside 
eighteen  months. 
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Wotes  from  tf)e  Wott^. 

The  gale  of  July  19  brought  dawn  the  Dee 
from  the  overflow  from  the  loohs  in  the  upper 
readies.  It  rose  half  »  foot,  and  shifted  the  fish 
all  along  the  valley  from  Braemar  to  Aberdeen 
with  a  single  shower. 

During  the  rise  in  the  water,  Mr.  George  Gordon, 
Mr.  R.  Morgan,  and  others  on  the  Braemar  and 
Ballater  reaches  had  several  grilse,  and  excellent 
brown  trout  angling.  The  worm  was  responsible 
for  the  best  baskets. 


Several  of  the  King's  guests  are  having  good  sport 
on  the  Balmoral  water  just  now,  which  is  seldom 
without  a  rod  or  two  when  once  tlie  pools  get 
stocked  with  fish. 

Tlie  Duchess  of  Fife  will  find  her  waters  in  fine 
trim  when  she  comes  North  in  ihe  course  of  next 
week.  The  salmon  have  been  late  in  getting 
through  this  season,  but  they  are  all  the  better 
for  that.  The  Duchess  hkes  the  fly  best,  but  is 
equally  at  home  with  the  minnow. 

The  Orkney  and  Shetland  Islands  are  being 
better  patronised  this  year  than  for  several  seasons. 
The  weather  has  been  more  genial,  and  sport 
decidedly  good. 


At  Spiggy,  Yell,  and  Hillswick,  in  the  Shetlands, 
both  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  are  abimdant,  but 
there  is  a  general  complaint  that  the  cormorants 
and  gulls  are  getting  too  munerous  for  the  trout. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond, and  Gordon  comes  North 
to  Spejrside  on  Aug.  8. 


The  Spey  rose  a  foot  on  Wednesday  (July  18), 
and  a  marked  increase  in  sport,  chiefly  with  grilse  of 
31b.  and  5lb.,  was  the  result. 


The  grilse  season  is  about  over  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
and  coast.  It  has  been  an  exceedingly  good  one, 
and  in  a  measure  made  up  for  the  failure  of  the' 
spring  salmon.  The  autumn  fish  are  now  thick 
on  the  coast,  and  waiting  the  first  flood  to  rvm  up. 

Speciajl  Scotch. 


HOLIDAY  AEKANGEMENTS. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Special  excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris, 
via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  August  2,  3,  and  5, 
and  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.60  p.m.  special  services 
on  Saturday,  August  4.  They  will  also  be  issued  by 
the  night  mail  service  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m.  each  evening 
from  August  2  to  5  inclusive,  via  Dover  and  Calais. 
Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or 
9.0  p.m.  via  Calais,  any  day  within  fourteen  days. 
A  cheap  excursion  to  Boulogne  will  leave  Charing 
Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on  Saturday,  August  4,  and  at 
2.20  p.m.  on  Sunday,  August  5  ;  retm-ning  at  12.5 
6.30,  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Bank  Holiday.    Cheap  return 
tickets,  available  for  eight  days,  will  be  issued  at 
Charing  Cross  from  August  1  to  6  inclusive,  avail- 
able by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services.  Similar 
tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m. 
and  9.0  p.m.  services.    On  Sunday  and  Monday, 
August  5  and  6,  special  day  excursions  will  be  run 
to  Boulogne  and  Calais.    Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels 
hy  the  Calais,  Boulogne  and  Ostend  routes  will  be 
issued  from  August  1  to  6  inclusive,  available  for 
eight  days.    Special  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets 
to  Amsterdam,   The  Hague,   Scheveningen,  and 
other  Dutch  towns,  via  Queenboro'  and  Flushing 
(Royal  Mail  route)  will  be  issued  from  August  1  to 
6  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  9.42  a.m. 
Cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to  Ostend  will  be 
issued  from  August  1  to  6  inclusive.    Special  cheap 
toTirs  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes  by  the  Calais,  Bou- 
logne and  Ostend  routes  are  also  annoimced.  During 
the  holidays  the  Continental  services  will  run  as 
usual.    A  special  express  train  (1st,  2nd,  and  3rd 
class)  will  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  pier  at  8.50  p.m 
calling  at  Heme  Hill  oh  August  3,  in  connection  witli 
the  Calais  and  Ostend  night  steamers.    The  Home 
arrangements  are  as  follows  :  Cheap  return  tickets 
to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Bexhill 
Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington' 
Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sand- 
wich, Deal,  Wahner,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe 
Hjrthe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone- 
on-Sea)  will  be  issued  from  London  by  certain 
trains  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  August 
3,  4,  and  5,  available  to  return  on  August  5,  6,  7, 
and  8,  by  any  train  (mail  and  boat  expresses  i 


excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on  Bank  Holiday 
will  be  rim  from  the  principal  London  stations  to 
Betchworth,  Bexhill,  Birchington,  Box  Hill,  Broad- 
stairs,  Canterbury,  Caterham,  Deal,  Dorking,  Dover, 
FoLkestonp,  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville  Gardens)' 
Hastings,  Heme  Bay,  Hythe,  Margate,  Ramsgate 
Sandgate,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Whitstable,  etc.  On 
Bank  Holiday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion  will  be 
run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.24  a.m. 
and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m.  On  Sunday,  August 
5,  cheap  afternoon  excursion  to  Whitstable  and 
Heme  Bay,  leaving  Victoria  and  Holborn  at  2.55 
p.m.,  and  Charing  Cross  at  1.47  p.m.  ;  also  cheap 
day  excursion  from  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.  Rail- 
way), Forest  Hill,  Norwood,  East  Croydon,  Purley, 
Caterham,  Warlingham,  Kenley,  Coulsdon,  Mers- 
tham  and  Red  Hill,  to  Boulogne,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
Folkestone,  Dover,  Walmer  and  Deal.  Return 
tickets  (including  admission)  will  be  issued  from 
London  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (high  level)  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Full  particudars  of  the  excursions,  ex- 
tension of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations 
in  train  services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday 
programme  and  bills. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Riilway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  Friday  or  Satur- 
day to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday  tickets 
which  are  issued  from  London  (Liverpool-street) 
and  suburban  stations  to  the  East  and  North-East 
Coasts  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts — Yarmouth, 
Gorl-3£.ton,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  West  Runton' 
Sheringham,  Mundesley,  Trimingham,  Overstrandi 
Southend,  Clacton,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt 
Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hun- 

s<^anton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Bridlington,  etc.  

they  will  on  Wednesday,  August  1,  and  Thursday, 
August  2,  issue  cheap  excursion  tickets  to  most  of 
the  above  stations,  and  on  Thursday,  August  2,  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham 
and  other  of  the  principal  stations  in  Essex,  Cam- 
bridgeshire, Norfolk,  and  Suffolk  ;  also  on  Saturday, 
August  4,  to  Lynn.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued 
on  Friday,  August  3,  from  Liverpool-street  and 
suburban  stations  by  the  cathedral  route  to  the 
North-East  Coast,  Durham,  Ne-w  castle,  Berwick, 
Edinburgli,    Glasgow,    etc.,    and    on  Saturday,' 
August  4,  to  Lincoln,  Donca=ter,  York,  Scarborough, 
Whitby.  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Manchester, 
Sheffield,   HuU,   Edwinstowe   (for  the  Dukeries), 
Chesterfield,  Durham,  Ne-w castle,  etc.,  also  on  this 
date  week-end  tickets  will  be  isbued  from  London  to 
the  Eastern  counties.  Tickets  (ordinarj ,  excursion, 
etc.)  for  use  on  for*vard  dates  can  be  obtained  at 
Liverpool-street  Station,  12a,  Regent  Street,  at  the 
compan>'s  various  City,   West  End,  and  other 
booking-offices;    also  at  51,  New  Oxford  Street, 
W.C.,  215,  Edgware-road,  W.,  and  120,  Brompton- 
road,  S.W.  Relieving  and  special  trains  will  be  run 
on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  to  Southend, 
Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Felixstowe, 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge' 
Lynn,  eto.  Midnight  trains,  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  buf  iness  imtil  liti  in  the 
evening  on  Saturdij.,  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
12.3  a.m.  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton 
(fast  supper  train),  and  at  12.25  a.m  for  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft(  via  Ipswich),  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate   stations.  Excursion 
tickets  are  issued  daily  from  Liverpool-street  and 
certain  other  London  and  suburban  stations  to 
Southend,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Broxboume,  Rye  House,  and 
Epping  Forest  (Chingford,  Loughton,  etc.),  and 
every  Simday  from  Liverpool-street  and  Hackney 
Downs  to  Hertford  and  Cambridge.  In  addition  to 
these  there  will  be  on  Bank  Holiday  special  day 
trips  from  London  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely,  and  half-day  trips  to  Hertford.  Cambridge,  and 
Clacton  ;  also  on  Tuesday  both  day  and  half-day 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  Hertford  and  Cambridge. 
Trips  for  one,  three,  five,  six,  or  eight  days  will  be 
run  from  Liverpool-street  and  certain  suburban 
stations  to  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  and  from 
St.    Pancras   and   Kentish   Town  to  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  and  Cromer.    A  special  service  of  trains 
will    rim    from    Liverpool-street    to  Chingford, 
Loughton,    Broxboume,    and    Rye    House,  frorn 
Fenchurch-street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton,  and 
from  Gospel  Oak  to  Cliingford.  Several  of  the  visual 
up  morning  expresses  (including. the  7.35  a.m.  from 
Yarmouth,  7.40  a.m.  from  Lowestoft,  7.10  a.m.  from 
Felixstowe,  7.43  a.m.  from  Ipswich,  and  8.57  a.m. 
frorn  Burnham-on-Crouch)  will  not  run  on  Bank 
HoHday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  August  7, 
on  which  day  restaurant  cars  wiU  rim  on'' the  7.40 
a.m.  from  Clacton.    Restaurant  cars  are  run  every 
week-daj.  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on  trains  leaving 
Liverpool-street    at    1.30    p.m.    for  Mundesley, 
Sheringham,  and  Cromer,  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  at 
5.12  p.m.  for  Cambridge  and  Hunstanton  ;  also  on 


up  trains  leaving  Hunstanton  at  7.45  a.m.,  Cromer 
at  8.0  a.m.  and  1.0  p.m.  (the  latter  train  being  in 
connection  at  NorHi  Wn'sham  with  trains  from 
Sheringham  and  Mundesley),  Norwich  at  8.46  a.m 
and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
The  Midland  Railway  Company,  who  claim  "The 
best  route  for  comfortable  travel  and  picturesque 
scenery,"  have  issued  for  the  guidance  of  holiday 
seekers  an  attractive  programme  of  excursions  in 
connection  with  the  August  Bank  Holiday.  Id 
consists  of  some  forty  pages  bound  in  a  strong 
paper  cover,  showing  at  a  glance  where  a  passenger 
can  travel  to,  the  period  for  which  his  ticket  is 
available,  the  time  the  train  leaves,  and  fares, 
routes,  etc.    On  Thursday,  August  2,  tickets  avail- 
able for  sixteen  days  will  be  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
for  places  in  the  North  and  South  of  Ireland  via 
Heysham  (the  new  route),  and  thence  to  Belfast 
or    to    Dublin,    and   other   principal    routes.  A 
special  third-class  daylight  excursion  with  corridor 
carriages  will  leave  St.  Pancras  at  11  a.m.  on 
Sjiturday,  August  4,  for  Glasgow,  Edinburgh,  and 
Helensburgh.    A  dining  car  is  attached  to  this 
train.    The  tickets  are  available  for  eight  or  sixteen 
days.      Intending  visitors  to  the  Isle  of  Man  have 
a  choice  of  three  routes,  and  may  leave  St.  Pancras 
on  Friday  midnight,  August  3,  or  Saturday  moming, 
the  tickets  being  available  for  a  period  of  from  three 
to  seventeen  days.    Special  express  services  will 
leave  St.  Pancras  on  Friday  midnight,  August  3, 
for  three,  six,  or  seven  days,  and  on  Saturday  mid- 
night,  August  4,  for  two,  five,   or  six  days,  to 
Leicester,  Nottingham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Keighley,  Stockport,  Manchester,  etc.,  etc.  For 
Matlock  Bath   and   Matlock  a  special  non-stop 
corridor  express  excursion  will  leave  St.  Pancras  at 
12  noon  on  Monday,  August  6,  for  the  half-day. 
Coimtry  excursions  to  St.  Albans,  Luton,  Bedford, 
etc.,   and  to   Southend  and  Westcliff-on-Sea  at 
exceedingly  cheap  rates  also  find  a  prominent  place 
in  the  programme.    The  short-date  tickets  issued 
by  the  Midland  Company's  route  will  be  available 
for  returning  on  Sunday  (where  train  ser\-ice  permits ), 
Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  August  5,  6,  7,  or 
8th.    Tickets  (which  can  be  dated  in  advance  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  passengers)  may  be  obtained 
from  any  of  the  Midland  Company's  stations  and 
booking  offices,  or  from  any  office  of  Thos.  Cook 
and  Sons. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Delightfully  cool,  exceptionally  bracing,  charm- 
ingly cituated,  no  finer  spot  can  be  found  for  the 
holidays  than  the  coast  of  North  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall, \7hcro  the  foil  force  of  the  Atlantic  breezes, 
or  the  Gwcetly-scented  breath  from  the  surroimding 
wild  romantic  moorlands,  imparts  a  tone  to  the 
climate  second  to  none  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Easily  accessible,  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  the 
London  &   South  -  Western    Railway  Co.,  whose 
excellent  service  of  express  trains  from  Waterloo 
Station  has  brought  it  within  a  few  hours  of  London, 
whilst  the  cheap   tourist   and   week-end  tickets 
(available  by  the  corridor  dining-car  trains)  brings 
the  possibility  of  a  stay  in  these  lovely  parts  within 
the  reach  of   all,  besides  which  the  company  is 
riinning  special  cheap  fast  excursions  at  convenient 
times  to  the  principal  resorts  for  the  August  holiday, 
including  Ilfraeombe,  with  its  imposing  Tors,  com- 
manding magnificent  views  of  the  Cliannel.  West- 
ward Ho  !  another  diminutive  though  fashionable 
watering-place,  having  the  finest  fuU-com-se  golf 
links  in  England.    Just  over  the  border  of  Corn- 
wall is  Bude,  a  lovely  health  and  pleasure  resort: 
the  wide  stretch  of  sands  extending  for  several 
miles   allows  ample  scope  for  the  revels  of  the 
children.    Some  of  the  most  attractive  coaching 
trips  start  from  Bude.   Along  the  coast  to  Newquay 
will  be  found  Boscastle,  Tintagel,  Padstow,  etc.,  the 
long  ranges  of  cliffs  broken  here  and  there  by  charm- 
ing bays,  each  with  a  wide  expanse  of  sands,  form 
a  series  pf  \aews  unrivalled  for  grandeur.  From 
thence  across  country  we  pass  Launceston,  Oke- 
hampton,  Tavistock  (for  Dartmoor),  Exeter,  and 
other  inland  resorts,  each  claiming  the  consideration 
of  those  who  prefer  the  coimtry  to  the  seaside. 
On  the  South  Coast  of  Devon  is  Sidmouth,  richly 
endowed  with  the  beauties  of  nature,  so  exliilarating, 
and  especially  beneficial  to  children.    For  the  con- 
venience of  passengers  holding  ordinary,  tourist, 
and  week-end  tickets,  the  L.  &  S.-W.  Co.  are  arrang- 
ing to  run  most  of  their  express  trains  from  A^'aterloo 
to  the  West  of  England,  Bournemouth,  Wej-mouth, 
etc.,  in  two  or  three  divisions  on  the  daj-s  preceding 
the  holiday,  in  order  to  obviate  the  crush  usually 
prevalent   at  such   times.    A  post-card  to  Mr. 
Henry  Holmes,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Water- 
loo Station,  S.E.,  will  ensure  by  return  of  post  a 
programme  replete   with  particulars   of  popular 
excursions  at  popular  prices,  by.  convenient  trains 
from  Waterloo  Station. 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  eharming"  Dorsetshipe 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unequalled  for  Its  excel- 
lent Fishing,  both  front 
Shore  anil  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Maekerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr,  C.  J.  Russell, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth ; 
or 

Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  eharmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

AKE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  G'l.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119.  HopeSt..  GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Di.ifinf/uished  Fatfonfit/e. 
This  mucli-freQuented  anil  conifortably-fiiniishecl 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  Kiver,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  apiHicatiun  fur 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Kitchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 

TO  ANGLERS. 

Glenbellart  Temperance  Hotel 

DEItVAIG,  ISLE  OF  MULL. 

Central  Fishing  quarters  for  Brown  and  Sea 
Trout  ainl  Salmon — Locli  hMya  and  Loch  Cuin, 
also  Eiver  Ik-llart.    Tarirt'  moderate. 

Telegrams :  "  Gleubellart,  Dervaig." 

Proprietor,  M.  McDURALL. 

CRYSTAL  PALACE. 


PRINCE  CnbllilM,  Smallest  Man  in  the  World  ; 
HEX  i.I  I  'I  IT,  the  French  Giant.  Cafe  Chantant, 
twice  ^aily.  Leoni  Clarke,  the  Cat  King,  and 
200  animals.  Milit;u\  liamls,  including  COLD- 
STREAM GUARDS.  Ornau  Recitals  by  Mr. 
WALTER  \V,  HED(;C(icK.  Health,  FooJ,  and 
Hygiene  Exhibition,    t.'rickct,  itc. 

FIREWOJtKS  Thuisdays  and  Saturdays. 

CUMBERLAND. 

Furnished  for  the  Summer  Months, 
A  HO  USE, 

Standing  in  Its  own  grounds  of  4{  acres,  contain- 
ing three  sitting  I'oonis,  eight  bed  and  dressing 
rooms,  Ijath  (hot  and  cold),  and  every  con- 
venience ;  stabling  for  fonr  horses,  coach-liouse, 
&c. ;  large  and  well-stocked  kitchen  and  flower 
garden  ;  tennis  lawn  ;  within  easy  distance  of 
good  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing.  Apply, 
F.  P.  LOCH,  Barker  Lodge,  Carlisle. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs, 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stieling,  O.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


Roach f  Bream,  Perch, 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


APARTMENTS  TO  LET 

at  Farmhguse  (new)  on  the  banks  of  the 

RIVER  DOVEY,  NORTH  WALES, 

viz.,  large  Dining  and  Sitting  Rooms, 
three  or  four  Bedrooms,  Bathroom,  &c. ; 
with  Mixed  Shooting ;  every  home  com- 
fort and  attendance.    Apply — 

Me.  J.  JONES,  Dolfonddu,  Oemmaes, 
Montgomery,  Wales, 


LOUGH  MASK. 

BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Visitors  can  be  accommodated  at 

SPRINGVALE  HOUSE, 

beautifully  situated  near  the  Lake-;  newly 
furnished.  Bracing  air;  grand  scenery. 
Sanitary  certificate.  Terms  very  moderate. 
— For  particulars  apply  to 

CHAS.  E.  MAYNE, 
Springvale  House,  Ballinrobe,  Co.  Mayo. 


FISHING.  IRELAND. 

A  CHARMING  COTTAGE 

Situate  on  the  banks  of  Lough  derg, 
containing  3  sitting  rooms,  4  bed  and 
2  servants'  rooms,  with  kitchen,  scullery, 
pantry,  and  w.c,  coach  house,  harness 
room,  cow  shed,  stabling  for  3  horses,  and 
hay  barn.  There  is  a  capital  vegetable 
and  flower  garden,  also  14  acres  of  grass 
land.  There  is  a  good  quay  and  boat- 
house,  also  good  rough  shooting. — For 
letting  particulars  address,  E.  E.  Reeves, 
Esq.,  Eiskaheen,  Nenagh,  Co.  Tipperary! 


To  be  Let  at  Michaelmas. 

GOOD  FISHING 

(two  miles) 
On  the  RIVER  AVON, 

Trout  and  Coarse  Fish,  and  nearly 
70  acres  of  Shooting. 

H.  Eadclifee,  Burgate,  Fordingbridge. 


ROTHER  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Established  1872. 


Subseribeps'  Tickets  -  -  10/- 
Day  Tickets     -----  i/- 

Trout  licences  required  by  all  Anglers. 
1/-  for  the  season. 

For   further  particulars  apply  to  the 

Secretary, 
Me.  THOMAS  DAWS, 

Soggs  House,  Ewhurst,  Sussex. 
This  fishing  is  well  served  by  the  Kent 
and  East  Sussex  Eailway  via  Eoberts- 
bridge,  S.  E.  &  C.  D.  Railway. 


REEL  MAKERS  AND 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    work    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


RHEUMATISM. 

THE  "DROITWICH  CURE  ' 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


1,^  Wholesale  only  of 
JWISTON&WESTALLLW 

/  ^J^CHEAFLOlinOllIC; 

f  Bewareoffmilahons&iiisiston  bavin?  \ 
/  j!!eGeniiine]]roilwichBTineCRY5T<lS\ 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&c.,  &c. 

OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  CHEMISTS. 


7J 


RHODES' 

"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Hai-mless  to  the  Skin  and  Comple.\ion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &c.,  or 

1/3  post  free  from 
158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


IMPROVED  ROACH  PASTE. 

ALSO  FOE 

CARP,  TENCH,  &  BREAM. 

This  Improoed  Paste  is  always  read  11  for  use, 
will  not  wash  off  the  Uook,  and  is  a  very 
attractive  Bait. ' 

in  Three  Colours:  PI  NK,WHITE,($;  YELLOW. 
3d.  &  6«1.  Tins. 

Obtainable  from  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers. 


Manufacturers;  CLARKE  &  CO., 

30,  Gallowtree  Gate,  Leicester, 

3  Sample  Tins,  post  free,  Is. 


ANGLERS 

IN,  OR 

Visiting  Nox^tli  Wales 

Can  have  their  WANTS  SUPPLIED  by 

NIXON  &  JARVIS, 

BANK  PLACE,  BANGOR, 

Wlio  hold  a  large  stock  of  RODS  and  TACKLE, 
mannfactured  by  firms  of  acknowledged  reira- 

tation  only,  for  Sea  and  River,  &c. 
PRICE  LIST,  giving  useful  information  of  the 
locality,  sent  on  receipt  of  Id.  stamp. 


TRY  WASP  GRUBS 

for  all  kinds  of  Fishing. 
1,000,  1/4.         2,000,  2/e. 

Dealers  supplied  Cheaper.  Write  for  Terms. 

DAVID  MACKWELL,  Hairdresser, 
Bratlforil  Road,  Keighley. 


WASP  CAKE  FOR  FISHING 

Large  Packet,  is. ;  Double 
Quantity,  2s. 

Post  Free  from  ENOCH  JAMS,  Church 
Street,  Longton,  Staffs. 


SB  Iff  ^  S  . 

Very  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  Trade  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKEESGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
York. 


Cast  yourEyejin  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
amllly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers. 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IFJNOr,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diaeasas  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place.  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Raiiwray  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insukance  Company,  Ltd 
■■"'1  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  Tbis  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  mad& 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessaiy  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  tlie  Casualty 
Insukance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN 
AND  RUSSIA. 

First-class  Royal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.   WILSON,    SONS   &  CO 
GELLATLY  &  CO.,  61,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  34,  St.  James's  Street, 
Ludgate   Circus;    or,  THE 
UNITED  SHIPPING  CO.,  Ltd.,  108,  Fenchurch 
Street,  B.C. 
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iLettete  to  the  Ebftor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'\ 

RODS  AND  THEIR  WIELDERS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  tlie  present  controversy  concern- 
ing the  virtues  of  the  various  rods,  the  personal 
element  must  never  be  lost  sight  of.  It  is  not 
confined  to  rods  alone  by  any  means.  The  fencing 
foil,  the  single-stick,  the  Australian  stockman's 
stock-whip,  are  all  subject  to  this  personal  element. 
The  man  whose  hand  is  strong,  and  whose  wrist  is 
of  steel,  can  use  a  rod,  a  foU,  a  single-stick,  or 
a  stock-whip  with  ease,  which  would  tire  and 
demoralise  the  man  who  had  not  these  natural 
gifts;  and  weak  wrists  seem  to  be  getting  more 
common. 

Wliat  made  Mr.  Marriott  the  fisherman  he  was  ? 
Was  it  any  trivial  balance  or  action  in  the  particular 
rod  he  used  ?  No,  it  was  the  man  behind  the  rod : 
and  the  brain — that  wonderfvd  part  of  the  man. 
When  asked  what  fly  he  was  using  by  someone  who 
was  envious  of  his  success,  he  answered,  "  It's  not 
the  fly,  it's  the  di-iver." 

If  ever  a  man  deserved  his  fame,  Marriott  did. 
I  have  never  seen  either  Mr.  Marriott  or  Mr. 
Malloch,  yet  I  feel  that  I  am  justified  in  saying 
that  they  deserve  the  fame  they  possess  as  fishermen. 
Marriott's  posthumous  fame  will  never  perish,  so 
long  as  the  dry-fly  school,  of  which  he  was  the 
head  comer-stone,  survives.  ' 

My  friend,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  makes  kindly  reference 
to  me,  and  my  power  to  cast  a  fly  in  the  teeth  of  a 
wind,  and  teUs  us  how,  since  he  has  taken  to  split 
cane  rods,  he  can  (despite  a  damaged  wrist)  do  like 
wise.  We  all  know  that  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  has  a  fame 
as  a  dry-fly  fisherman,  which  he  thoroughly  deserves. 
He  is  also  a  skilled  fly-dresser,  and  has  no  need  of 
my  praises.  After  aU,  what  does  it  amount"  to  ? 
It  amounts  to  a  man  falUng  across  a  rod  which 
suits  his  hand  ;  a  rod  which  he  can  use  freely,  and 
.  with  power,  and,  this  found,  he  is  happy. 

Does  it  follow  that  everyone  else  would  be  equally 
happy  with  that  rod — or  kind  of  rod  ?  I  say  that 
it  by  no  means  does.  Custom  does  the  rest !  Let  us 
imagine  a  man  so  placed  that  he  had  no  choice 
of  rods.  If  he  were  (let  us  say)  a  Marriott,  I  am  siu-e 
he  would  do  good  work  with  the  rod,  or  class  of  rod, 
at  his  disposal ;  because  he  would  adapt  hunself  to 
circumstances,  and  compel  the  rod  to  obey  him, 
he  being  its  master. 

Wlien  people  talk  of  the  superiority  of  split-cane 
rods,  they  do  not  mean  quite  what  they  say.  They 
mean  a  split-cane  rod  made  by  a  certain  maker, 
and  after  a  particular  model ;  for  there  are  split-cane 
rods — and  split-cane  rods.  Wliere  these  are  A  1, 
I  can  fancy  them  as  good  as  they  are  dear,  and  I 
have  handled  some  beauties  in  my  day.  If  I  am 
grateful  to  the  rods  I  have  used  so  long,  and  to  the 
maker  of  these,  is  it  wonderful  ?  Do  I  expect  all 
the  world  to  use  the  "  Tod  rod  "  ?  I  trow  not. 
So  I  say,  let  each  man  find  out  what  suits  himself, 
andfstick  to  that  rod  unswervingly. — Yoiu-s  trixly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  AT  BALLINAHINCH. 

Dear  Sir, — It  would  be  a  favour  if  any  corre- 
spondent would  give  information  as  to  the  fishing 
at  BaUinahinch  in  August  and  September.  Whether 
fishing  is  always  available,  the  terms,  and  the  best 
hotel  to  go  to  for  fishing  ?  Any  further  partictilars 
would  be  esteemed  a  favour. — Yours  truly,    D.  R. 


SPEY  CASTING— ADVANTAGES  OF. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  notes  and  photographs  of  the 
Spey  cast  in  the  issue  of  July  21  are  very  interesting. 
The  casting,  however,  is  shown  as  being  performed 
in  fairly  easy  positions,  but,  as  you  say,  a  good 
line  can  be  cast  by  this  method  from  positions 
where  the  ordinary  caster  would  never  dream  of 
venturing. 

I  reinember  well  one  morning  fishing  the  Ness  at 
the  islands  near  Inverness  (my  native  town) 
observing  a  grilse  rise  in  a  place  where  I  never 
even  saw  one  of  the  old  local  anglers  try  for  a  big 
fish.  Nothing  being  done  that  morning  in  the  usual 
pools,  I  thought  I  would  have  a  go  at  this  feUow. 
The  side  I  was  on  was  somewhat  similar  to  that 
seen  on  the  offside  of  picture  No.  1,  but  the  low- 
lying  bushes  were  much  thicker  and  protruded  over 
the  water.  To  cover  that  fish,  which  rose  close  to 
the  island  on  opposite  side,  one  had  to  throw  over 
a  stretch  of  water  fully  broader,  I  should  say,  than 
the  Tweed  is  at  Peebles,  and  I  confess  that  at  the 
time  it  was  not  so  much  the  casting  that  troubled 
mo  to  reach  that  fish,  but  whether  I  could  put  my 
feet  in  the  water  anywhere  to  get  a  tlirow,  the  river 
being  in  spate.  Well,  I  did  manage  to  get  in  and 
no  more  ;  stooping  under  branches,  trying  to  get 
abreast^of  some  (dare  not  go  round  them),  and  with 


one  or  two  modifications  of  the  Spey  cast,  gradually 
came  down  on  the  spot  and  got  "  the  pull "  : 
missed  hina — my  fault,  possibly  as  I  was  not  at 
all  in  an  easy  position,  and  not  quite  set,  my  eyes 
being  more  on  my  feet  and  trees  than  across  the 
water.  This  chance  lost  nettled  me,  however,  and 
manoeuvring  for  another  good  tlu-ow,  I  was  into 
him  in  the  next  third  or  fourth  cast,  and  shortly 
after  grassed  nimiber  two  a  few  yards  further  down, 
all  the  time  playing  the  fish  imder  trees  and  steering 
the  point  of  rod  clear  of  the  branches. 

All  the  Ness  anglers,  including,  of  course,  the 
champion,  Mr.  Grant,  are  first-rate  exponents  of 
the  Spey  cast,  seldom,  if  ever,  easting  a  line  in  the 
ordinary  way,  being  all  long  switchers,  too,  having 
a  wider  river  to  cover  and  equally  as  many  obstacles 
to  encounter  as  I  have  yet  seen  elsewhere. 

A  modification  of  the  Spey  cast  I  employ  when 
"  fair  beat  "  with  wind  or  when  unable  to'get  room 
for  tlie  full  swing,  as  in  position  No.  3,  is  a  cross 
switch,  describing  a  sort  of  figure  eight  right  in 
front  of  the  face,  something  like  Fig.  1,  making  the 


bow  of  the  luie  go  parallel  with  the  stream,  the 
line  passing  only  slightly  o,ver  the  head.  This 
method  puts  the  line  out  at  right  angles  ;  but  by 
turning  the  point  of  the  rod  upstream  the  belly  is 
taken  off  the  line. 

All  anglers,  I  am  sure,  who  have  once  acquired  the 
Spey  cast  properly  seldom  again  frouble  with  the 
ordinary  cast,  especially  when  wading  in  rivers. 

Few  flies  are  flicked  off  in  switching  (Ness  anglers 
call  it  "switching"),  and  one  feels  and  sees  the  line 
go  out  more  gracefully  and  cleaner. 

The  Spey  cast  can  be  done  on  a  pond,  no  doubt, 
as  Mr.  Grant  says,  but  the  line  I  should  tliink  would 
not  go  out  so  taut  or  quite  so  far  as  on  a  river. 
Am  not  positive,  however,  as  to  this,  but  shall  have 
a  try  some  of  these  days  on  one  of  the  reservoirs 
here. — Yours  truly,  J.  J.  Macphbrson-. 

P-S.— FisMng  with  one  of  those  up-to-date  light 
one-hand  trout  rods,  keeping  the  arm  well  stretched 
across  the  water,  even  with  a  half  or  under  swing,  I 
should  think  a  sufficiently  long  cast  could  be  made 
imder  exceptional  difficulties. 


THE   SPEY  CAST. 

Dear  Sm, — I  am  only  a  novice  at  the  sport, 
nearly  thirty  years'  service  in  India  having  pre- 
vented my  enjoying  the  inestimable  pleasure  of 
fisliing  till  late  in  life.  It  is,  therefore,  with  much 
diffidence  I  give  my  opinion  of,  and  difficulties  with, 
the  Spey  cast,  of  which  I  am  a  constant  practiser. 

I  consider  it  an  agreeable  change  from  overhead 
casting,  particularly  when  one  is  a  bit  tired  in  a 
long  day's  fishing.  It  does  not  seem  to  require  as 
much  exertion  as  other  modes  of  casting.  The 
great  tip  I  find  is  to  face  well  down  stream  during 
the  cast.  The  only  use  of  the  proposed  obstacle 
representing  a  rocky  or  wpoded  shore  at  casting 
tournament  that  I  can  see,  is  to  catch  those  who 
don't  do  so.  The  difficulty  I  find  when  using  a  long 
line  is  to  bring  the  fly  far  enough  back  to  one.  If 
not  brouglit  nearly  parallel  with  one's  feet  I  find  a 
sharp  eye  has  to  be  kept  on  the  fly,  for  it  has  a  way 
of  coming  straight  at  one  on  leaving  the  water, 
particularly  if  a  wind  is  blowing  across  stream. 
Even  though  successfully  dodged,  fly  and  line  may 
be  blown  on  shore  upstream  behind  one  during  the 
cast,  with  the  inevitable  result  of  getting  hung  up 
or  broken. — Yours  truly,  W.  A. 


THE  SPEY  CAST. 

Dear  Sm, — In  reference  to  the  very  excellent 
illustrations  of  the  Spey  cast  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jxfly  21,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  mention 
that  I  have  frequently  seen  Newham,  the  late  keeper 
at  Wimbledon  Park,  execute  a  very  clever  and 
useful  modification  of  this  cast.  Standing  in  a  pimt 
moored  to  the  landing  stage,  with  the  rail  of  the 
stage  on  a  level  with  his  shoulder,[and  only  a  couple 
of  feet  beliind  lum,  I  have  known  him  get  out 
twenty  to  twenty-five  yards  of  line  with  an  18ft. 
salmon  rod.  The  line  rolls  out  exactly  as  portrayed 
in  position  4,  p.  49,  of  last  week's  issue,  but  the 
movement  of  the  rod  pomt  is  very  slight,  and  there 
is  practically  no  bow  of  line  behind  the  angler. 
Newham  makes  the  cast  on  dead  water. — Yours 
truly.  Leonard  Cbossle. 


STRONG  AND  FINE  WIRE  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — Wo  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
July  21  that  your  correspondent.  Major  Hutton, 
has  a  difficulty  in  procuring  a  strong  fine  wire 
trace  to  stand  the  strain  of  lOlb. 

We  brought  before  the  angling  public  a  wire 
which  has  been  largely  u-sed  with  great  success  as 
a  strong  fine  trace,  and  also  for  mounting  hooks, 
called  "  Punjab  "  wire.  It  is  made  in  six  sizes! 
We  enclose  samples  of  the  two  finest,  two  samples 
of  each,  one  showing  the  wire  silver  plated  and 
coloured  like  gut.  There  are  tickets  attached  to 
each,  showing  the  breaking  strains  and  the  difierent 
sizes  of  wire.  Wo  can  also  mount  hooks  to  any 
kind  of  tackle  on  this  wire. 

Wo  should  be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  forward 
those  samples  to  Major  Hutton.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation, — Yours  truly,  Habdy  Bros. 

[I  am  obliged  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  am  sending  on 
the  samples  to  Major  Hutton.  I  see  that  the  finest 
sent  is  a  ,"  three  ply,"  and  lifts  41  lb.  What  would 
one  strand  bear  ?  Major  H.  only  asks  for  some 
tiling  which  will  stand  101b.  If  other  makers  like  to 
send  samples  of  extra  fine  and  strong  wire  I  shall 
be  glad  to  send  them  ;  the  difficulty  is  that  the 
Jamaica  tarpon  are  so  suspicious,  and  in  the  clear 
water  will  not  take  a  bait  even  on  moderately  fino 
tackle. — Ed 


FINE  :  WIRE  FOR  TARPON  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  enclosed  two  samples  of  fishing 
wire  which  I  have  used  several  years  for  traces,  etc. 
I  think  Miajor  Hutton  would  prefer  it  to  the  coarse 
tackle  which  they  make  for  tarpon,  but  I  have  never 
had  the  pleasure  to  test  it  for  that  class  of  fish. 
The  stouter  wire  wiU  not  break  at  141b.  pull,  and 
the  finer  at  81b.  pull ;  twenty-five  yards  either  size. 
Is.  Id.,  including  postage  in  England.  The  only 
thing  you  have  to  be  very  careful  in  properly  turning 
loops  at  each  swivel  or  where  a  loop  is  made.  Keep 
wire  in  a  dry  place.  Cut  up  lengths  to  make  enougli 
traces  for  a  day's  outing. 

I  think  if  he  were  to  bait  with  a  piece  of  fish,  u.se 
a  piece  of  dirty  cork  for  float,  let  the  bait  entirely 
cover  the  hook  and  swim  with  the  tide,  use  about 
two  yards  of  wire  for  bottom,  and  throw  some 
pieces  round  about  the  cork  as  it  drifts,  I  think  he 
would  have  good  results. — Yours  truly, 

Richard  W.  Wellmak. 

14,  Beaufoy-road,  Lavender  Hill,  London. 

[I  have  sent  on  the  samples  Mr.  W.  kindly  sends. 
— Ed.] 


THE  BLACKHEADED  GULL  AND  THE 
RIVER  EDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — Much  is  being  said  against  and  ia 
favour  of  the  protection  of  the  above-named  bird 
by  local  authorities  in  this  part,  and  as  a  fisherman 
and  an  observer  of  its  actions,  in  an  imbiased  way, 
may  I  give  briefly  a  few  notes  I  have  made  upon  it'. 

In  the  spring  months  of  the  last  few  years  I  have 
noticed  at  one  particular  point  of  the  River  Calder  a 
nimiber  of  these  birds  busy  flitting  and  scanning 
closely  the  stream,  but  at  tliis  point  there  is  a  small 
sewage  pipe.  At  the  outlet  of  the  main  sewage 
pipe  of  the  city  in  the  River  Eden  a  flock  of  guUs 
is  ever  present.  It  is  very  rarely  that  I  have 
observed  gulls  on  these  rivers  for  the  sole  apparent 
purpose  of  fish  getting,  though  I  have  seen  one 
get  an  eel  and  rise  high  in  the  air  with  it  and  drop 
it,  repeating  this  several  times. 

I  have  more  frequently  seen  in  the  early  morning 
on  both  rivers  "  herons  "  standing  like  statues  by 
the  margin  of  the  stream. 

Later  in  the  year,  particularly  in  the  warm 
months  of  Jime,  July,  and  August,  I  have  noticed 
nimibers  of  gulls  flying  in  sweeping  circles  aroimd 
tree  tops  and  along  grass  fields  before  dusk  m  the 
twUight.  They  are  then  apparently  taking  tlieir 
fill  of  the  luscious  moth  locally  called  a  "  bustard," 
of  which  fish  are  so  fond  and  with  which  certain 
local  anglers,  by  imitating  and  dressing  fat-bodied 
white,  red,  and  yeUow  nondescript  artificial  flies,  are 
successful  in  creeling  good  trout. 

In  the  winter  flocks  of  gulls  invade  the  back 
premises  of  the  hoiises  of  tliis  street,  and  should 
the  weather  be  cold  enough,  got  quite  tame,  expect- 
ing to  be  fed.  It  is  common  to  see  a  number  of 
gulls  following  the  plough,  gleaning  tasty  morsels 
from  the  newly-turned  furrow. 

I  think  the  real  cause  of  tlie  decreasing  salmon 
migration  in  the  Eden  is  due  largely  to  the  increasing 
amount  of  sewage  thrown  into  "itlie  water  by  an 
increasing  population,  plus  an  almost  impassable 
barrier  of  nets  as  regards  numbers  and  size  of  mesh. 
To  watch  the  netting  as  carried  on  in  the  lower 
stretch  of  the  river,  one  can  only  exclaim,  and  not 
too  loudly,  "  How  on  earth  does  a  single  fish  get 
through,  be  it  herling,  sea-trout,  or  salmon  ?  " 
I  have  fished  for  .  twenty-five  years,  and  am 
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spealdng  from  my  own  plus  my  father's  thirty 
years'  experience. — Yours  truly, 

Carlisle.  Robt.  Baxter. 

g'  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  Mr.  Baxter  is 
^  t  as  to  the  causes  of  the  falling  off  of  the  Eden  as 
a  salmon  river.  Over-netting  is  the  great  curse  of 
nearly  all  our  salmon  rivers.  Some  are  not  netted 
so  much  as  formerly  simply  because  it  is  no  longer 
worth  while.  The  owners  of  net  fisheries  refuse  to 
see  that  the  fewer  breeding  fish  they  allow  to  pass 
the  smaller  must  be  the  number  of  fish  hatched  to 
restock  the  river.  And  there  are  people  who  wish 
to  make  "  fixed  engines  "  legal  again  ! — Ed.] 

BASS  FISHING  NEAR  TENBY. 

Dear  Sir, — The  accompanying  photograph  shows 
the  result  of  a  morning's  bass  fishing  over  the  Drift 
Rock,  about  a  mile  from  Caldy  Island,  near  Tenby. 
The  total  weight  of  the  catch  was  731b.  Nineteen 
of  the  fish  were  bass,  weighing  461b.,  and  eight  were 
pollack  weighing  271b.  I  got  eight  bass  on  a  rod, 
the  heaviest  of  which  was  i^lb.,  and  the  others  were 
obtained  by  W.  Howells  (a  local  fisherman)  and 
my  wife  on  hand-lines.  Howells  has  the  name  of 
being  the  best  bass-fisher  in  Wales.  He  has  often 
had  a  himdredweight  and  more  of  bass  in  a  day's 
fishing  ;  but  the  heaviest  fish  are  usually  caught 
later  in  the  j'ear,  in  September. 

The  photograph  shows  Howells  and  my  wife  with 


ciation  "  on  p.  78),  1  will  give  him  any  information 
he  may  require,  as  it  is  within  his  reach,  and  I 
believe  the  orily  fishing.— Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Daws  (Sec). 

FISHING  AT  SHREWSBURY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
can  give  me  some  information  about  fishing  at 
Shrewsbury.    Is  there  good  coarse  fishing  and  any 
trout  fishing  ? — Yours  truly,  Derby. 


FISHING  AT  SHEPPERTON  WEIR. 
Dear  Sir, — As  an  angler  who  has  fished  Shep- 
perton  Weir  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  diu-ing 
both  the  trout  and  barbel  seasons,  I  must  take 
exception  to  the  letter  which  appeared  in  the  issue 
of  July  14  of  your  ever  welcome  paper :  this  letter 
was  headed,  "  A  Protest  from  Shepperton."  A 
more  appropriate  heading  for  it  would  be  "  A  Mare's 
Nest  from  Shepperton,"  which  it  imdoubtedly  is. 
I  fish  the  weir  on  Saturday  afternoons  and  Sundays 
regularly  from  April  1  to  October,  consequently  I 
see  most  of  the  fish  caught,  and  know  all  the  anglers 
who  fish  there  on  those  days  of  the  week.  I  can 
assure  you,  sir,  that  far  from  taking  any  pleasure 
in  catching  these  immature  trout,  they  are  a 
nuisance  to  the  barbel  angler.  Oii  referring  to  my 
diary,  I  find  that  I  have  hooked  six  of  these  fish 
since  June  16  ;  five  were  hooked  in  the  lip  and 
released  at  once,  none  the  worse,  the  sixth  took 


A  Morning's  Catch. 


the  catch.  Some  of  the  fish  are  hung  over  the 
figure-heads  of  two  ships  which  were  wrecked  in  the 
eighties  oS  Tenby.  The  figure-heads  stand  outside 
the  Tenby  Museum. — Yours  truly, 

Eric  Parker. 


FISHING  AT  LITTLESTONE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Snipe,"  the  fishing  in 
the  Royal  Military  Canal,  Hythe,  from  the  Dam 
to  Aid  gate  Bridge,  is  the  best  ;  but  the  water  is 
shallow  and  weedy.  Day  tickets  Is.,  reduction  on 
the  month,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  from  the  landlord 
of  the  Carpenters'  Arrhs,  West  Hythe,  who  rents 
this  portion.    Mr.  Smith  is  the  water  keeper. 

A  London  angler,  on  June  17,  fishing  from  day- 
break, caught  1291b.  of  tench,  and  on  June  24 
about  601b.,  on  gentles. 

On  July  22  a  friend  of  mine  caught  a  fine  golden 
bream  weighing  41b.  There  are  also  some  fine  pike 
and  roach  to  be  caught. 

I  cannot  say  from  experience  about  the  fishing 
higher  up,  but  1  believe  it  is  good  ;  and  I  am  told 
that  the  dykes  in  the  marsh  are  full  of  roach,  etc. 
There  is  also  good  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  ponds 
around  Woodchurch.  Between  Ashford  andiJWye 
there  is  the  River  Stour ;  permission  must  be 
obtained  from  the  owners.  At  Mersham,  between 
Ashford  and  Smeeth,  there  are  some  fine  roach  and 
pike  (permission  also),  but  water-lilies  there  are  a 
great  nuisance. 

Of  sea  fishing  at  Littlestone  I  know  nothing,  but 
at  Folkestone  it  is  excellent.  In  fishing  the  canal 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  use  an  18ft.  roach  pole. 
— Yours  truly,  Wm.  Baker. 


FISHING  AT  LITTLESTONE. 

Dear  Sm, — In  reply  to  "  Snipe,"  the  Military 
Canal  empties  at  the  Rye  end  into  the  Rother, 
in  fact  the  Rother  takes  the  place  of  the  canal 
from  the  junction  to  Rye.  If  "  Snipe  "  will  write 
to  me  (see  advertisement,  "  Rother  Fishery  Asso- 


the  hook  down,  and,  after  cutting  the  gut  at  its 
nose,  I  put  it  back  apparently  none  the  worse 
also,  and  it  will  probably  rid  itself  of  the  hook  in 
a  short  time.  Everyone  that  I  meet  at  the  weir 
returns  these  imdersized  trout  (they  run,  I  should 
say,  about  12in.  long)  to  their  native  element  with 
the  greatest  care,  supporting  the  fish  in  the  hand 
under  water  until  they  swim  away.  There  have 
been  fatalities,  of  course,  but  very  few.  As  you 
know,  worms  must  be  used  in  barbel  fishing  at  the 
weirs,  and  if  people  place  immature  fish  into  the 
public  waters  of  the  Thames  for  restocking  purposes, 
the  said  fish  have  to  run  the  gauntlet  of  being  caught 
and  returned,  trout  or  otherwise.  Rods  are,  of 
course,  occasionally  left  imattended,  but  only  when 
an  angler  leaves  the  weir  platform  for  lunch,  etc., 
but  the  hook  is  carefully  reposing  in  one  of  the  rod 
rings,  and  the  line  wound  up  upon  the  reel,  the  rod 
being  left  simply  to  retain  its  owner's  position  upon 
the  platform  until  his  return. — Yours  truly, 

Richard  Williams. 

HoUoway  Angling  Society. 


FISHING  ON  LAKE  WINDERMERE. 

Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  "  H.  C,"  the  only  . 
fishing  on  Lake  Windermere  during  August  is  that 
for  pike  and  perch.  The  pike  are  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  taking  freely.  They  give  good 
sport,  and  are  excellent  for  the  table,  when  pro- 
perly cooked.  The  perch  are  present  in  enormous 
quantities,  but  are  small.  They  afford  sport  to 
summer  visitors  who  like  to  take  matters  easily. 
Any  number  can  be  caught  with  minnow  or  worm. 

If  "  H.  C."  thinks  of  coming,  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  him  any  further  information  he  may  require. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Pearsall. 

Senior  Mixed  Council  School,  Dalton-in-Furness. 


SEA-FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE   OF  MAN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any 
reader  would  give  me  particulars  regarding  the 


sea-fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Man.  What  fish  are  to  be 
caught,  and  what  is  the  most  successful  bait  ?  I 
purpose  fishing  there  in  the  early  August.^ — Yours 
truly,  H.  'V.  Stiles. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  yom*  readers  kindly  say 
where  coarse  fishing  may  be  had  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  ?  and  oblige, — Yours  truly,  W.  Reid. 


FISHING  IN  TIDAL   RIVERS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  kindly  tell  me  through  the  Fishing  Gazette 
if  I  am  correct  in  presuming  that  fishing  is  free  in 
all  rivers  in  Wales  as  far  as  they  are  tidal ;  if  so, 
how  far  is  a  river  "  tidal  " — to  the  highest  point 
reached  by  the  tide,  or  the  lowest  ?  I  refer,  of 
course,  to  fishing  rights,  not  licences.  The  river 
in  question  is  the  Artro,  between  Bfirmouth  and 
Harlech.  Also,  if  any  reader  could  give  me  a 
recipe  for  colouring  the  ferrules,  etc.,  of  a  rod 
blue-steel  colour,  I  should  be  very  gratefiil. — 
Yours  truly,  Sewdst. 

[It  is  not  safe  to  presume  that  because  a  river  is 
tidal  therefore  anybody  can  fish  in  it.  Some  tidal 
fisheries  have  private  owners,  who  get  their  rights 
from  grant  or  charter.  It  is  always  easy  to  ascertain 
locally  whether  angling  is  permitted  or  not. — Ed.] 


SEA-FISHING  AT  FALMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  would  furnish  me  with 
particulars  of  sea-fishing  and  coarse-fishing  at 
Falmouth,  or  any  town  in  Devonshire  or  Cornwall 
where  both  good  sea  and  coarse-fishiag  could  be 
obtained  during  the  month  of  September. — Yours 
truly,  T.  S.  K. 


FISHING  NEAR  HEIDELBERG,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  few  years  ago,  misled  by  "  The 
Angler's  Diary,"  I  went  to  the  Hotel  Harfe,  Neckar- 
steiaach  (near  Heidelberg),  only  to  find  that  the 
little  typical  trout  stream  joining  the  Neckar  at 
that  village  was  polluted  for  several  miles  by  a 
tannery,  and  that  the  landlord  of  the  Harfe  did  not 
own  it,  though  his  father  had  done  so  years  before 
when  it  was  impolluted.  I  could  have  obtained 
permission  to  fish  on  this  little  river  seven  miles  up 
the  country,  from  Neckarsteinach,  but  did  not 
tliink  it  worth  while.  At  Hirschorn,  a  little  farther 
up  the  Neckar,  two  streams  run  in.  The  fishing 
(trout)  in  this  is  taken  by  some  G«rman  gentlemen, 
but  I  found  by  staying  at  the  Hotel  Zum  Nutural- 
isten,  the  landlord  would  obtain  leave  for  me  on 
those  streams.  Of  course,  the  trout  would  have  to 
be  given  up  to  the  proprietors,  as  is  the  custom  in 
Germany.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  coarse  fishing 
in  the  Neckar,  but  the  river  is  rather  swift.  Between 
Heidelberg  and  Neckargermiinde  seems  very  likely 
for  chub.  All  these  villages  are  reached  by  rail, 
or  by  steamer  up  the  Neckar.  The  Hotel  Harfe, 
at  Neckarsteinach,  is  most  interesting,  and  most 
moderate  in  its  charges.  It  is  the  headquarters  of 
most  of  the  students'  clubs,  and  in  the  dining-room 
are  pictures  of  many  generations  of  Heidelberg 
students,  and  they  have  their  Kjneipps  there,  when 
they  want  a  trip  from  Heidelberg.  Probably  a 
good  deal  more  fishing  could  be  discovered  by  any- 
one on  the  spot. — Yours  truly,      R.  W.  Vernon. 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  UIST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  will  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  yoiu"  readers  can  give  me  particulars  of 
free  fishing,  if  any,  from  either  Carinish  Inn,  North 
Uist,  or  Gramisdale  Inn,  Benbecula.  I  remember 
seeing  an  angler  returm'ng  to  the  former  with  nice 
fish  when  I  was  driving  north  three  years  ago. — 
Yours  truly,  Dtjgald's  Delight. 

SEA-FISHING  NEAR  GEORGEHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information 
regarding  the  sea-fishing  in  the  locality  of  Croyde, 
near  Gteorgeham.  =Is  there  any  fishing  to  be  obtained 
with  rod  or  hand-line,  either  from  the  shore  or  from 
the  rocks  ? — say,  at  Baggy  Point,  for  instance,  or 
elsewhere.  Where  could  a  small  boat  be  obtained 
on  hire  ? — Yours  truly.  Nonplus. 


FISHING  IN  ACHILL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  like  to  point  out  to  Mr. 
White  that  I  did  not  say  "there  is  no  fishing  in 
AchiU,"  but  "  /  have  no  knowledge  of  any  fishing 
in  AchiU  "  (but  others  may  have). — Yours  truly, 

Piscator. 

[We  shall  have  an  article  on  it. — Ed.] 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Those  Fly  Fishers  who  have  asked  me  about  the 
Ply  Fishers'  Club  should  note  that  on  and  after 
Oct.  21  next  all  new  members  will  pay  an  entrance 
fee  of  two  gumeas.  The  annual  subscription  will 
not  be  increased,  and  remains  at  three  guineas  for 
town  and  £1  lis.  6d.  for  country  members.  It  may 
be  well  to  remind  members  that  the  rooms  of  the 
club  will  be  closed  for  the  usual  autumn  cleaning, 
etc.,  from  Sept.  1  to  Sept.  17,  both  dates  included. 

Interesting  Salmon  Problems. 

Writing  from  Norway  on  July  27,  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— Your  supposition  that 
some  of  the  water  that  drips  from  salmon  after 
capture  has  been  swallowed  accidentally  may  be 
well  founded,  but  whether  the  water  be  taken  volun- 
tarily or  not,  it  does  not  much  affect  my  argument 
that  when  fish  strive  to  keep  deep  down  some 
water  finds  its  way  into  their  interiors.  A  more 
probable  theory,  perhaps,  than  either  of  ours  is 
that  on  a  fish  pressing  out  air  to  increase  its  specific 
gravity,  water  takes  its  place  automatically.  Anglers 
must  have  often  noticed  that  if  the  final  phase  of  a 
salmon  struggle  occurs  in  still  water,  air-bubbles 
constantly  rise  to  the  surface  ;  and  it  seems  quite 
likely  that  the  place  of  this  air  is  taken  by  water. 
It  is  a  well-known  habit  of  salmon,  when  they  arrive 
at  the  foot  of  a  pool  immediately  above  a  rapid,  to 
leap  repeatedly  sometimes  2ft.  or  3ft.  high,  and  I 
have  long  thought  they  did  this  to  get  quickly  rid 
of  water,  and  replace  it  with  air.  One  has  only  to 
look  at  a  salmon,  with  its  mere  pretence  of  fins  on 
the  back,  to  see  that  it  is  constructed  to  swim  near 
the  surface.  If  meant  for  deep  water,  it  would,  like 
cod,  saithe,  and  eels,  have  been  furnished  with  con- 
tinuous dorsal  fins.  Framed  as  it  is,  I  think  it  not 
at  all  far  fetched  to  consider  that  Nature  has  pro- 
vided it  with  a  power  of  ballasting  itself  when  the 
occasion  so  lequii-es. 


"  Apropos  of  the  insignificance  of  the  dorsal  fin, 
I  have  long  accounted  for  the  ease  and  rapidity  with 
which  salmon  can  be  killed  by  rod  and  line  as  being 
due  to  the  weakness  of  their  subsidiary  fins.  In  some 
situations,  such  as  when  the  fish  "is  foul-hooked 
below  the  centre  of  gravity  and  turned  on  its  back, 
it  is  pitiable  to  notice  the  poor  little  pectoral  fins 
working  languidly  to  get  it  upright.  It  takes  much 
time  to  exhaust  its  immensely  powerful  tail,  so  long 
a.s  it  can  keep  horizontal,  as  we  experience  when  a 
fish  has  to  be  got  in  over  a  wide  shallow.  It  must 
not  be  brought  to  the  surface,  as  its  splashing  and 
struggling  would  endanger  hold  and  tackle.  Thus, 
able  to  keep  on  an  even  keel,  it  can  run  out  again 
and  again.  In  moderately  deep  water,  when  pulled 
upon  straight  up  and  held  hard,  it  cannot,  after  the 
dorsal  fin  gives  out,  run,  for  its  tail,  needed  then  to 
keep  its  head  down,  brings  the  body  to  such  an 
angle,  that  if  it  went  ahead  it  would  soon  strike  the 
bottom.  In  water  of  great  depth  where  the  fish 
need  have  no  fear  of  the  bottom,  it  can,  after  the 
small  fins  are  exhausted,  use  the  tail,  both  to  keep 
do^^^^  and  to  propel  itself,  and  will  often  run  out 
nearly  vertically  a  score  of  yards  of  line  two  or 
three  times. 

"  There  is  a  pool  here  at  the  outlet  of  the  river 
from  the  lake,  where  we  have  hooked  many  big 
fish,  which  allow  themselves  to  be  got  up  to  the 
still  water,  deeper  than  the  North  Sea.  There  they 
are  quickly  killed  by  pulhng  straight  up  the  instant 
they  cease  to  sound,  as  whalers  term  it.  It  is  likely 
their  exhaustion  is  caused  by  their  keeping  for  a 
few  seconds  head  down,  and  so  being  pulled  back- 
ward. It  was  there  that  Sir  Charles  Taylor  occupied 
an  entire  night  in  landing  a  55-pounder  ;  the  long 
time  was  probably  through  it  being  on  a  hand-line. 

"  My  note  of  July  13  had  scarcely  been  posted 
when  the  drought  of  the  preceding  two  months 
came  to  an  end,  and  was  succeeded  by  ten  days  of 
rain  and  drizzle.  Now,  again,  we  have  bright  sun, 
with  evenings  and  nights  extremely  cold.  Sport 
which  had  improved  has  become  poor. 

"  It  is  not  only  as  you  infer,  fishing  in  Norway 
that  age  compels  me  to  relinquish,  but  sport  alto- 
gether. After  this  river  with  its  big  fish  and  easiness 
to  fish,  I  could  never  take  interest  in  any  other.— 
Yours  sincerely,  "  Edw.  Sturdy. 

"  Bolstadoren,  July  27." 

Anti-Fly  and  Midge  Preparations. 

Last  autumn  when  fishing  in  Wales  the  clouds 
of  midges  which  filled  the  air  on  any  well-wooded 
section  of  the  river  took  all  the  pleasure  out  of 
fishing.  In  spite  of  furious  smoking  they  collected 
under  the  brim  of  one's  hat  and  bit  by  thousands. 
Mr.  McNaghten,  the  keeper,  was  pestered  just  as 
much  as  I  was.  I  mention  this  to  emphasise  the 
fact  that  the  midges  on  the  Llug-wy  are  about  the 
only  drawback  to  the  angler's  enjoyment,  except  the 
want  of  salmon.  As  I  noted  in  the  Fishmg  Gazette 
some  few  weeks  ago,  when  Mr.  F.  R.  Rogers,  the 
chemist  of  327,  Oxford  -street, W.,  called  on  me  M'ith 
his  "  Muscatol,"  and  said  it  had  been  found  really 
effective,  I  said  it  reminded  me  of  some  "  fly  cream  " 
I  had  sent  to  a  friend  in  Norway,  who  wrote  after- 
wards :  "  Dear  Marston,— Your  fly  stuff  is  a 
perfect  success — for  the  flies  ;  they  enjoy  it  im- 
mensely, we  are  nearly  eaten  alive."  I  said  it  was 
a  curious  thmg  that  in  some  places  and  with  some 
people  some  of  these  anti-midge  preparations  were 
most  useful,  in  others  quite  useless.  Mr.  Rogers 
said  he  was  quite  ready  to  send  me  some  samples 
of  his  "  Muscatol  "  to  send  to  anglers  in  districts 
where  the  midges  and  flies  are  bad  if  I  would  take 
the  trouble  to  send  them — from  a  philanthropic 
point  of  view — which  naturally  includes  oneself. 
I  was  anxious  to  see  if  there  was  anything  in  it, 
and  I  sent  a  bottle  to  a  lady,  the  wife  of  an  angling 
friend,  who  had  complained  to  me  of  being  unable 
to  remain  by  the  water  of  an  evening — the  best 
time  for  fishing — because  of  the  midges.  This  lady 
wrote  recently  to  say  that  the  "  Muscatol  "  had 
proved  most  useful,  and  had  enabled  her  to  enjoy 
some  good  sport  in  spite  of  the  midges.  I  sent  a 
bottle  to  Mr.  McNaghten  to  try  on  the  midges  of 
the  Llug^yy  Valley.  He  wrote  soon  after  to  say  that 
two  of  his  sons  who  were  weeding  in  the  flower 
garden  had  been  worried  almost  beyond  endurance 
by  the  pests,  and,  to  his  astonishment,  after  many 
disappointments  in  trying  "preventives,"  he  found 
that  as  he  says  :  "It  does  give  the  midges  what 
for.  Two  of  my  boys  were  weeding  in  the  flower 
garden,  and  they  were  nearly  eaten  up  with  the 
midges.  I  put  a  little  of  the  '  Muscatol  '  on  their 
faces  and  hands,  and  they  kept  at  work  for  two 


hours  after  and  were  not  in  the  least  troubled  by 
the  midges— it  is  a  splendid  thing." 

I  sent  a  bottle  to  an  angler  who  complainod  of 
ferocious  Highland  midges  which  revelled  in  fly- 
scarera,  and  hope  he  will  report.  When  fishing  witii 
Mr.  Henry  Whitty  on  the  Elwcy  last  year  we  found 
the  ordinary  house-fly  almost  drove  us  from  the 
river  in  some  places.  (I  have  noticed  similar 
swarms  of  this  fly  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye,  in 
Herefordsliire,  and  in  the  New  Forest.)  If  Mr. 
Whitty  is  going  to  have  another  turn  on  that  lovely 
river,  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  sending  him  a  sample 
pocket  bottle  of  "  Muscatol  "  to  try.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  for  calling  attention  to 
"  Homocea  "  as  a  midge  scarer.  He  says  no  midgo 
will  "  touch  the  spot  "  which  is  protected  hy  it. 
"  Minard's  Liniment  "—A  Cure  after  being 

Bitten  by  Midges,  Etc. 
To  an  angler  who  had  fished  with  Major  Hutton 
in  Jamaica,  I  shall  always  feel  grateful.  I  happened 
to  refer  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  these  flying  pests  ; 
he  admitted  that  mosquitoes  and  flies  were  pretty 
bad,  and  said  the  best  thing  he  had  ever  used  for 
preventing  irritation  from  bites  was  "  Minard's 
Liniment,"  an  American  preparation,  sold  by  the 
Minard  Liniment  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  South 
Framlingham,  Mass.,  price  25  cents  (Is.)  a 
bottle.  He  kindly  gave  me  a  bottle,  and  as  far  as 
I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  it,  it  fully 
bears  out  his  statement.  The  liniment  is  quite 
pleasant  to  use,  and  it  is  almost  worth  2.5  cents  to 
read  all  that  is  claimed  for  it  as  an  external  and 
internal  and  eternal  remedy  for  man  and  beast.  I 
wrote  to  the  company  to  ask  if  they  had  an  agency 
in  this  country,  and  they  reply  they  have  not  at 
present.  There  is  no  duty  to  pay,  so  I  have  no 
doubt  they  would  send  a  bottle  post  free  for  a 
money  order  for  Is.  6d.  I  feel  sure  that  if  applied 
soon  after  a  bite  it  will  prevent  that  hothering 
inflammation  which  comes  on  next  day. 

The  Fish  Arrived. 

"  Benwyan,"  in  his  account  of  some  recent  sport 
he  had  on  the  Stockalper  river,  refers  to  having 
his  fly  taken  by  a  good  fish,  "  which  arrived  "— 
an  amusingly  laconic  description  of  the  trout's 
journey  from  the  depths  of  the  Stockaljier  to  those 
of  "  Benwyan's  "  basket.  His  fly,  which  is  a  cross 
between  a  "  large  Little  Chap  "  and  the  Bete,  must 
be  a  "  regular  corker,"  as  the  schoolboys  say.  I  gave 
an  illustration  of  the  Bete  last  week. 

The  i6Jlb.  Lough  Neagh  Trout. 

The  fine  trout  which  I  briefly  referred  to  last 
week  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Bernard  Meenan, 
of  Ballycraigy  House,  Muckamore,  Antrim,  and  was 
delicious  boiled — both  warm  and  cold — in  fact,  it 
was  better  than  a  great  deal  of  the  salmon  one 
eats  in  the  course  of  a  year.  I  had  only  been 
reading  a  few  weeks  previously  of  some  fine  sport 
had  by  a  party  of  anglers  in  Lough  Neagh  some 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  and  wondered  why  angling 
in  the  lough  now  appears  to  be  like  the  snakes  in 
Iceland.  I  asked  Mr.  Meenan  if  there  were  many 
big  trout,  and  to  be  good  enough  to  send  me  a  few 
particulars. 

Here  is  what  he  says,  and  I  thmk  that  anglers 
who  know  how  to  spin  for  trout  would  do  well  to 
make  a  note  of  it.  If  more  than  one  hundred  tons 
of  trout  are  taken  by  nets  every  season,  there 
should  be  a  good  chance  for  the  angler  who  under- 
stands spinning — I  do  not  mean  merely  trailing  a 
spinner  behind  a  boat. 

*'  Ballycraigy  House, 

"Muckamore,  Antrim. 
"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  was  glad  to  see  by 
your  letter  that  the  trout  reached  you  in  good 
condition,  and  I  hope  you  liked  it  cooked,  as  I 
think  one  of  these  big  fellows  eat  better  than 
salmon.  There  is  considerably  over  one  hundred 
tons  of  trout  taken  from  Lough  Neagh  each  year, 
and  all  these  are  taken  in  nets — trammel  nets  for 
pollen  and  draft  nets  capturing  most.  Once  in  a 
while  one  is  taken  on  some  of  the  numerous  eel 
lines,  baited  with  either  small  perch  or  worm.«, 
none  to  my  knowledge  have  been  taken  by 
legitimate  angling  for  many  years.  Many  years 
back  large  numbers  were  taken  on  cross-lines,  but 
since  these  have  been  abolished  little  fishing  is 
done.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  same  time 
was  sp?nt  in  trying  for  these  trout  that  is  given  to 
angling  in  other  parts  of  the  world  good  sport 
could  be  obtained,  as  I  believe  they  would  take  a 
minnow.    One  weighmg,  I  believe,  141  b.  was  taken 
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in  Toome  Bay  some  five  years  ago  on  a  Blue 
Phantom.  The  major  portion  of  these  trout  are 
taken  at  Triad  Point  and  in  the  bays  along  the 
CO.  Derry  shore  of  Lough  Neagh,  and  as  far  up  as 
the  Tyrone  shore,  in  what  the  fishermen  call  the 
shallows— that  is,  in  water  18ft.  to  20ft.  deep. 
They  are  never  tried  for  in  these  places  with  any 
bait,  so  there  is  a  chance  for  anyone  to  distinguish 
himself  by  having  a  try.  The  fishing  would  be 
absolutely  free,  and  a  good  boatman  could  be 
procured  at  Toome,  where  first-class  accommoda- 
tion is  to  be  had  ;  or  any  of  the  farmhouses  would 
put  up  an  angler.  The  lough  is  sometimes  very 
rough. 

"  Mr.  Aaron  Corr,  of  Toome,  or  Mr.  J.  Derlin, 
J.P.,  Olontoe-Richardson,  co.  Tyrone,  would,  I  am 


of  tarpon  tackle  is  being  discussed  in  your  paper, 
and  I  send  you  (please  have  them  sent  back  to  me) 
a  line,  hook,  and  trace  I  have  used.  I  killed  twenty- 
three  tarpon  in  six  weeks,  largest  1451b.,  without 
losing  one  after  he  had  actually  shown,  and  I  would 
strongly  advise  using  good  holding  tackle.  You  get 
a  lot  of  rough  work  for  traces  besides  tarpon  and 
salt  water:  you  get  stuck  into  grouper  everlastingly, 
besides  other  things,  such  as  kingfish,  jewfish,  shark, 
etc.  I  saw  one  lady  playing  a  turtle,  and  another 
with  a  whipper-ray  on  that  weighed  something  like 
2501b.  Horwood's  fine  wre  traces  are  first-class  for 
fresh-water  spinning.  I  have  used  them  for  years, 
but  prefer  something  stouter  and  less  steely  for 
tarpon  and  salt  water.  That  is  a  good  hook,  too— 
Vom  Hofe's— (he  is  a  first-class  fisherman  and 


sure,  give  any  information,  and  both  know  every 
yard  of  the  lough  ;  and  I  shall  be  only  too  delighted 
to  assist  anyone  who  wishes  to  have  a  try. 

"  I  was  sorry  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  when  in  Ireland  last  year;  I  had  just  left 
Carnroe  before  you  came  down  from  Kilrea.— 
Yours  truly,  »  Bebnaed  Meenan." 

Tackle  for  Tarpon,  etc. 

Mr.  J.  M.  W.  Francis,  writing  on  July  29,  says  :— 
"Dear  Mb.  Mabston,— Many  thanks  for  the 
paper  With  the  article  about  my  dear  old  father  ; 
It  13  the  greatest  pleasure  to  me  to  feel  his  memory 
IS  still  green  with  his  old  friends.  I  see  the  question 


exceedingly  nice  fellow)  ;  it  is  fairly  short.  There 
is  always  an  element  of  danger  in  a  long-shanked 
hook  ;  you  may  get  such  a  leverage  on  the  hold.  I 
lost  the  biggest  salmon  I  ever  saw  on  a  rod  and  line 
this  spring  at  Christchurch,  fishing  a  very  long- 
shanked  Durham  Banger.  The  hook  broke  at  the 
bend,  while  the  reel  was  running  freely,  after  half 
an  hour's  hard  play.  I  got  one  221b.  five  minutes 
after,  and  never  saw  another  all  the  week,  and  such 
is  fishing." 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Francis.  I  give  an  illus- 
tration of  the  hook,  line,  and  trace  he  kindly  sends, 
actual  size.  I  see  the  hook  is  stamped  "  Johnson's 
Kansas  Pass  "  ;  the  barb  has  a  sharp  edge  on  the 


side  facing  the  shank,  and  the  general  shape  is  such 
as  to  give  the  best  and  straightest  pull.  1  am  sorry 
Mr.  Francis  lost  that  big  salmon  through  his  long- 
shank  Durham  Ranger  breaking  at  the  bend — a 
very  unusual  occurrence,  I  should  think. 

Mr.  Carr's  Method  of  Packing  Eggs. 

Mr.  Carr,  the  Pisciculturist  of  Blagdon,  writes  to 
me  with  reference  to  the  system  he  used  for  packing 
the  eggs  for  New  Zealand  :  — 

"  Ubley  Mill  House,  Ubley,  near  Bristol. 
"  July  23. 

"  Dear  Sib, — In  reference  to  my  system  of  packing 
fish-eggs  for  shipment,  I  need  say  very  little,  seeing 
that  the  Howietoun  people  are  working  on  the 
same  fines.  I  only  adopted  this  method  after  many 
experiments,  and  was  not  aware  that  the  Howietoun 
people  had  discovered  the  importance  of  packing 
ova  without  using  cloth,  and  also  placing  one  layer 
of  ova  between  two  layers  of  moss.  This  is  exactly 
what  I  did.  I  have  kept  eggs  alive  for  five  weeks 
packed  in  this  way,  and  then  placed  them  in  a 
hatching  box,  and  had  an  excellent  return  from 
them.  I  also  placed  eyed  ova  in  the  same  packing 
and  hatched  them  out,  and  then  placed  the  embryos 
in  water,  and  were  as  strong  and  vigorous  as  any 
alevins  I  had.  I  need  not  explain  the  reasons  for  this, 
as  the  manager  of  the  Howietoun  Fishery  has  ex- 
plained it  to  Mr.  Feilding  in  his  most  nteresting 
letter  in  your  issue  of  July  14.  What  I  said  to  you 
was  that  my  system  was  entirely  original,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Howietoun  or  any  other 
system.  I  have  seen  many  systems  of  packing  for 
exportation,  and  I  have  also  seen  large  quantities 
of  ova  imported  into  this  country,  and  often  with 
very  poor  results.  I  sent  eight  trays  of  ova  to  New 
Zealand,  each  tray  containing  about  1000.  Three 
of  the  trays  were  filled  with  fully-eyed  ova,  and 
five  with  ova  at  the  eyed  stage.  The  moss  used 
ought  to  be  alive  and  free  from  foreign  matter  and 
'  insects.'  This  is  most  important  when  packed 
for  shipment.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  have 
the  eggs  picked  over  on  the  journey,  if  packed  a  day 
or  so  before  being  sent  out,  and  then  carefully 
looked  over  and  all  dead  and  injured  eggs  picked 
out.  In  fact,  it  is  impossible  for  any  inexperienced 
person  to  unpack  the  eggs  and  repack  without  doing 
more  harm  than  good,  if  our  system  is  adopted. 

"  P.S. — I  nearly  forgot  to  tell  you  the  '  All 
Blacks  '  are  do  ng  well.  They  were  placed  in  a 
small  pond  at  the  end  of  March.  Some  look  quite 
6in.,  and  appear  to  be  quite  happy.  I  will  let  you 
know  how  they  have  grown  at  the  end  of  the  season. " 

The  5lb.  rainbow  trout  taken  in  Blagdon  Lake 
is  a  wonder  for  its  age.  I  believe  it  was  only  3in. 
long  when  turned  in  fifteen  months  ago. 

"The  Brown  Gauze  Wing." 

"  Glanrhos  "  •wTites  : —  H 

"  Dear  Me.  Mabston, — The  fly  illustrated  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  28  is  known  as  the  '  Brown 
Gauze  Wing.'  No  doubt  Mr.  Eaton's  scientific 
nomenclature  is  more  correct.  It  is  not  very 
common,  but  probably  far  more  so  than  is  generally 
imagined,  owing  to  the  insect's  habits  of  hiding 
itself  under  leaves  overhanging  the  water.  There 
are  two  varieties,  the  brown  and  the  green.  The 
brown  is  the  larger  of  the  two,  with  a  body  of  a 
dark  pilous  orange,  with  mottled  wings,  as  shown  in 
your  illustration.  I  have  never  seen  any  imitation 
of  it  as  an  artificial  fly.  The  green  variety  is  a 
smaller  but  still  a  good-sized  fly.  It  is  very  com- 
mon on  the  Clun  and  most  other  adjacent  streams 
in  Shropshire  and  Herefordshire,  and  I  have  found 
i  a  very  killing  fly  for  both  trout  and  grayling  after 
the  May  Fly  begins  to  go  off,  say,  end  of  June  and 
beginning  of  July. 

"  The  dressing  of  the  imitation  is  :— Body,  pale 
apple  green  floss  ;  hackle,  very  pale  dun  hen's  ; 
wings,  sea  swallow  (rather  long)  ;  head,  two  turns  of 
gold  twist  to  represent  the  eyes,  which  are  a  marked 
feature  of  the  fly.  Hence  its  name,  the  '  Gold-eyed 
Gauze  Wing.'  It  is,  if  I  remember  rightly,  figured 
in  Ronald's  '  Flyfishers'  Entomology.'  " 

Much  obliged  to  "  Glanrhos."  The  Gold-eyed 
Gauze  Wing  is  well  known,  but  I  confess,  although 
I  have  seen  a  few  specimens  of  the  Brown  Gauze 
Wing,  I  did  not  know  it  was  so  called  by  anglers. 
I  suggested  to  Mr.  Eaton  when  sending  him  "  Ben- 
wyan's  "  specimen  that  its  shape  reminded  me  of 
the  Gold-eyed  Gauze  Wing — the  latter  beautiful 
insect  I  have  caught  occasionally  in  my  garden  at 
Denmark  Hill,  London.  R.  B.  Maeston. 
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LIVE  TEOUT  FOR  THE  TABLE. 

To  be  a  successful  restaurateur  in  these  days  of 
Buch  strenuous  competition  one  has  indeed  to  be 
not  only  "  up-to-date  "  but  somewhat  ahead  of  it. 
When  lately  it  was  made  known  that  the  Carlton 
Hotel  and  Restaurant,  London,  had,  for  the  benefit 
of  their  very  large  American  clientele,  arranged 
(through  the  courtesy  of  the  Hamburg-American 
Line,  on  whose  steamers  they  manage  the  Ritz 
Carlton  Restaurants)  for  the  supply  of  American 
fish,  it  was  generally  thought  that  catering  efforts 
could  hardly  go  further.  To-day,  however,  we  learn 
that  the  Carlton,  not  content  with  the  success  of 
the  American  venture,  has  gone  a  step  further,  and 
has  arranged  with  Mr.  Cadman,  of  the  North  of 
England  Fish  Hatchery,  at  Barrasford-on-Tyne, 
Northumberland,  for  a  daily  delivery  to  the  hotel 
of  live  trout. 

At  first  glance  this  does  not  appear  to  be  a  very 
extraordinary  matter,  but  when  it  is  explained  that 
these  dehcate  fish  require  the  most  careful  treat- 
ment, and  that  they  have  to  be  conveyed  over 
300  miles,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  that  it  has  required 
no  small  amount  of  time  and  expense  to  bring  the 
fish  aUve  to  London  when  the  temperature  is  so 
high.  The  fish,  which  are  specially  picked  at 
Barrasford  in  the  evenmg,  are  placed  in  large  tanks 
surrounded  with  ice,  and  a  few  minutes  after  being 
packed  are  put  on  board  a  Great  Northern  express 
mail  train  bound  for  King's  Cross.  On  arrival  there 
the  tanks  are  placed  on  special  vans  and  conveyed 
to  the  Carlton  Hotel,  where  the  fish  are  immediately 
turned  into  tanks  which  have  been  specially  con- 
structed. Visitors  to  the  famous  restaurant,  where 
it  is  now  possible  to  order  daily  the  epicurian 
"'trmle  au  bleu,"  have  little  knowledge  of  the 
difficulties  the  hotel  and  fishery  officials  have  had 
to  overcome  so  that  it  might  be  possible  to  offer  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  catering  this  famous 
dish  to  London. 

Mr.  C.  Cadman,  the  manager  of  the  North  of 
England  Fish  Hatchery,  informs  us  that  he  has 
received  a  cable  from  Zomba,  in  British  Central 
Africa,  from  Mr.  C.  B.  C.  Storey,  of  Lancaster, 
saying  that  the  second  lot  of  ova  (5000  rainbow), 
which  he  sent  out  with  him  in  May  last,  has  arrived 
safely,  and  is  doing  well.  Mr.  C.  B.  C.  Storey  was 
good  enough  to  offer  to  take  out  this  ova,  and  pay 
all  expenses.  He  adds  :  "  The  first  lot  of  ova, 
which  I  sent  with  Sir  Alfred  Sharpe,  K.C.B.,  and 
which  I  wrote  to  you  about,  I  have  heard  nothing 
further  about.  I  expect  to  hear  soon  from  Mr. 
Storey,  and  will  then  let  you  have  further  details, 
should  you  care  to  have  them." 

[Always  glad  to  hear  of  success  in  stocking  waters 
with  trout.— Ed.] 


"FISHEEMEN'S  WEATHEE."  * 

The  ordinary  mortal  who  takes  up  angling  as  a 
recreation  will  not,  I  fear,  be  able  to  gain  much 
advantage  from  this  collection  of  the  opinions  of  over 
one  hundred  anglers  on  matters  relating  to  Fisher- 
men's Weather.  The  ordinary  mortal  has  not 
much  chance  to  pick  his  weather  ;  his  hoHday  has 
to  be  arranged  beforehand,  and  he  goes  and  makes 
the  best  of  it.  Mr.  Aflalo  angled  very  cleverly 
for  material  for  this  book.  It  was  a  good  idea  to 
get  more  than  one  hundred  anglers  to  write  for  him, 
and  in  his  preface  he  says  that  as  a  result  of  his 
skilful  angling,  or  "  of  the  imiform  kindness  with 
which  my  questions  were  answered,  a  mass  of  in- 
formation, anecdote,  and  opinion  soon  became 
available,  and  this  is  presented  in  the  foUowmg 
chapters  with  some  approach  to  logical  order, 
a  full  index  at  the  end  faciUtating  cross-reference, 
so  that  anyone  can  ascertam  at  a  glance  the  most 
or  least  favourable  weather  conditions  for  any 
given  fish  in  a  number  of  well-known  waters.  In 
most  cases  deduction  has  been  left  to  the  reader, 
who  is  thus  free  to  exercise  his  own  ingenuity  in 
determining  why,  as  the  Jamaica  niggers  say, 
Ebbiy  day  good  for  fishing,  but  not  ebbrv  dav 
good  for  catch  fish.'  "  J  J 

Each  reader  is  to  make  his  own  deductions  ' 
It  ?s  very  amusing  to  read  this  after  being  pre- 

*  ''Fishermen's  Weather."  By  upwards  of  One 
^"■^^"1  ^V^^  Anglers.  Edited  by  F.  G.  Aflalo, 
^.K  (jr.b.,  F.Z.b.  Illustrated.  London :  A.  and  C 
Black. 


sented  with  the  views  of  one  hundred  experts. 
The  most  valuable  purpose  which  this  book  is  likely 
to  serve  is  the  providing  of  hundreds  of  good  reasons 
for  coming  home  with  that  empty  basket— the  old 
excuses— too  bright  or  too  dull,  or  too  fine  or  too 
wet— are  getting  threadbare  ;  and  so  we  bless  Mr. 
Aflalo  for  providing  us  with  new  ones— eclipse  of 
the  moon  not  visible  but  fatal  to  sport,  ditto  sun, 
earthquakes  in  San  Francisco  put  the  trout  off  the 
feed  in  Loch  Leven  and  on  the  Itchen.  Fishes' 
livers  affected,  as  well  as  anglers',  by  weather, 
oxidation  of  the  water  may  cause  short  rises  or  the 
reverse.    What  is  a  long  rise,  though  ?  Rain- 
many  proofs  that  rain  has  some  influence  on  sport 
— remarkable  influence  of  sunlight  in  enabling  fish 
to  see  the  fly— too  much  water  not  good  for  fish  or 
anglers— wind— anxiety  of  anglers  respecting  wind 
proved  to  be  unnecessary  ;  importance  of  the  wind 
being  south-south-west.    A  "  southerly  buster " 
brings  the  ^  big  fly  chucker  luck.    Effects  of  sunset 
on  anglers'  lies— I  mean  flies  ;  sunrise  effects  not 
mentioned :  result  of  too  much— water  night  before, 
probably— watery   sunsets    possibly   cause  hot- 
copper  colour  sunrises.    "  Salmon,  sea-trout,  and 
Thames  trout  insensible  to  weather  and  tempera- 
ture."   Does  this  mean  when  cooked  ?    "  Brown 
trout  taken  in  all  weathers  "  can  be  done  brown  at 
any  time.    ' '  Mr.  Harvie-Brown  on  the  deterioration 
of  the  British  CHmate  "—all  gomg  to  the  "  dem- 
nition  dogs."    "  Is  rising  short  due  to  light  ?  "— 
no.  to  pure  cussedness,  like  rising  late. 

The  only  thing  on  which  almost  everybody  is  agreed 
is  that  if  the  water  is  foul  with  a  lot  of  melted  snow 
fish  do  not  feed  freely,  but  there  is  nothing  very 
new  in  that  idea  ;  and  one  angler  records  capital 
sport  when  everything  was  white  with  snow  and 
blue  with  cold— only  he  does  not  say  the  snow  was 
in  the  water.  There  are  some  pretty  coloured 
pictures  in  this  highly  amusing  little  book,  which 
proves  conclusively  that  the  best  weather  for 
fishmg  is  that  surrounding  the  angler  when  he 
fishes.  When  he  is  not  fishing  it  does  not  so  much 
matter.    R  B  M 


THE  TEOUT  OF  MONTENEGEO. 

In  Blackwood's  Magazine  for  August  there  is  a 
long  and  most  interesting  article  on  "  Polk,  Pish 
and  Flowers  in  Montenegro,"  by  the  Rt.  Hon  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  from  which,  by  permission 
of  Messrs.  V/m.  Blackwood  and  Sons,  I  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract.  I  should  hke  also  to  give  Sir  Herbert's 
references  to  dry-fly  fishing,  but  it  would  be  taking 
too  much  of  a  good  thing,  and  I  refer  our  readers 
to  the  pages  of  the  "Maga."— R.  B.  M 


That  there  are  trout  of  enormous  dimensions, 
and  that  these  may  be  caught  by  rod  and  line,  we  had 
ocular  demonstration.  We  had  the  undoubted  record 
of  the  capture  of  one  weighing  371b.  by  a  gaUant 
British  admiral,  and  while  we  were  at  Podgoritza 
one  was  taken  scaling  20  kilos  (401b.).  We  ate  fish 
up  to  I21b.  in  weight,  pink  in  fiesh  and  excellently 
flavoured,  but  we  caught  none.  Our  visit  was  timed 
at  least  a  month  too  early,  for  in  mid- April  the  snow 
is  still  melting  apace,  and  the  chief  river  the 
Moratza,  is  hopelessly  milky  with  glacier  mud 
This  Moratza,  which  flows  past  Podgoritza,  is  a 
swift  and  noble  stream  about  the  size  of  the  Tay  at 
Aberfeldy,  but  very  different  in  the  character  of 
its  banks.     For  several  miles  round  Podgoritza 
extends  a  level  plain,  the  bed  of  an  ancient  lake  of 
which  the  grave] -beds  have  become  indurated  into 
breccia  rock.   Through  this  rock  the  river  has  cut 
its  way,  forming  a  caiion  with  sides  from  a  hundred 
to  two  hundred  feet  high.  It  is  the  principal  feeder 
of  the  great  Lake  of  Skodra  or  Scutari,  throu<^h 
which  is  drawn  the  frontier  line  between  MontencOTo 
and  Albania.  This  lake  swarms  with  a  kind  of  bleak 
loca  ly  called  scoranze,  differing  from  our  northern 
bleak  in  that  it  is  most  excellent  food  and  maintains 
an  important  fishing  industry.    Upon  these  bleak 
teed  trout  of  the  same  species  as  those  in  British  and 
Irish  rivers,  and  thrive  so  amazingly  upon  this  diet 
as  to  attam  proportions  unheard  of  in  our  waters 
in  habits  also  they  differ  somewhat  from  their 
British  cousins,  havmg  acquired  those  of  salmon 
Treating  the  Lake  of  Skodra  as  their  sea  and  f  eedine- 
ground,  when  they  are  full  fed  they  run  up  the 
Moratza,  just  as  sprmg.saknon  ascend  the  Helmsdale 
or  the  Blackwater.  They  are  beautiful  to  look  upon 
with  silverycoats,  exceUent  to  eat,  and  must  be  noble 
creatures  to  catch  ;  but  it  is  heartrending  to  record 
the  method  by  which  those  we  saw  were  taken 


The  water,  we  were  told,  was  still  too  cold  to  tempt 
many  trout  out  of  tho  lake.  Nevertheless,  some  of 
the  natives  were  at  work— their  angling  equipment 
consisting  of  an  enormously  long  bamboo,  a  length 
o/J^ery  stout  cord,  a  bunch  of  lobworms,  and  no  reel. 
When  they  hook  a  fish  they  simply  walk  away  with 
him,  givmg  no  law  and  allowing  no  play.  About 
four  miles  above  Podgoritza  the  Zeta  flows  in  upon 
the  right  bank  of  the  Moratza,  passing  under  a 
beautiful  Turkish  bridge  of  a  single  soaring  span, 
guarded  by  a  fort,  which  has  been  dismantled  since 
the  annexation  of  this  province  to  Montenegro.  This 
river  was  running  clear,  tho  water  being  of  a  lovely 
jade-hke  green  ;  but  even  here  we  plied  our  craft 
without  reward.  Few  trout  had  reached  it  so  early, 
although  a  miller  near  the  bridge  had  killed  a 
7-pounder  on  the  previous  evening.  But  indeed  tho 
heat  and  glare  were  so  intense  as  not  only  to  make 
fishing  a  penance,  but  to  render  it  in  the  highest 
degree  improbable  that  any  fish  would  move  to  fly 
or  minnow." 


A  NEW  LAKE. 


RECENT  EXPERIENCE  IN  SOUTH 
SCOTLAND. 


^ui.  eea-trout  and  herling  fishing  in  this 
neighbourhood  has  been  very  poor  compared  with 
former  seasons,  I  thmk  that  some  details  as  to 
a  new  lake  will  be  of  special  interest. 

To  begin  with,  it  is  very  easily  got  at,  being 
withm  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  of  Cummertrees,  the 
next  station  to  Annan  on  the  way  to  Glasgow.  It 
13  full  of  trout,  which,  at  present,  are  generally  free 
risers.  An  extract  from  my  diary  will  perhaps  be 
best  for  further  details.  x-  i- 

First  day,  twenty-six  trout,  best  fish,  15oz.,  total 
about  131b.,  including  many  returned.  The  next 
day  gave  a  total  of  twenty-two  averaging  a  little 
heavier,  as  I  had  learnt  to  avoid  losing  fish  by 
lettmg  a  second  and  third  fish  take  the  remaining 
flies  while  the  first  was  being  played.  I  landed 
two  of  the  fish  in  pairs,  but  it  risks  tackle. 

The  third  day  only  yielded  fourteen  trout,  and 
they  averaged  smaUer,  three  being  returned  ;  the 
remaining  ones  weighed  only  61b.  The  weather 
was  very  sultry,  and  the  fish  scarcely  rose  at  all  in 
the  afternoon.  On  each  day  I  had  a  number  of 
dace,  roach,  and  skeUies  (chub) ;  two  of  the  dace 
weighed  1  lb.  together,  and  one  of  the  roach  iust 
IJlb.    All  took  small  flies. 

On  this  one  day  I  waited  for  the  evening  rise 
(about  9.30),  but  it  only  yielded  one  fish,  taken  by 
a  long  cast  over  a  dimly-seen  rise. 

With  regard  to  getting  to,  it  is  an  easy  journey 
from  Dumfries,  or  even  from  Glasgow,  and  from 
Annan  there  are  plenty  of  trains  up  to  9  p.m.  If 
you  stay  later,  you  must  cycle.  Some  gentlemen 
whom  I  met  there  secured  five  or  six  fish  each  (one 
over  a  pound)  in  quite  a  short  day. 

I  found  little  difficulty  in  landing  the  fish  (though 
they  are  very  game  and  often  jump  off),  except  in 
tho  cases  alluded  to,  where  two  or  more  fish  were 
on.  The  worst  case  was  two  trout  and  a  big  skelly. 
In  this  instance  the  owner  of  the  water  happened 
to  he  close  by,  and  succeeded  in  netting  two  of  the 
fish,  but  one  of  the  trout  getting  a  pull  on  his 
neighbour  broke  his  hold. 

There  is  one  spot  from  which  I  generally  fished, 
where  one  can  sit  on  a  big  stone  and  land  fish  after 
fish  without  rising.  I  think  I  had  six  at  a  sitting, 
all  trout,  and  weighing  about  41b.  together. 

Now  any  experienced  man  will  guess  there  is  a 
per  contra  to  all  this.  First,  and  worst,  flannel 
weed— there  are  tons  of  it  all  over  the  lake,  with 
only  clear  places  here  and  there.  This  will  I 
believe,  be  remedied,  but  it  will  take  labour,  money, 
and  time— much  of  each. 

The  lake  is  about  a  mile  round,  but  is  quite 
narrow,  seldom  over  fifty  yards  across,  and  often 
only  ten  or  twenty.  It  is  serpentine  in  form,  and 
was  constructed  some  years  ago  by  Mr.  Carruthers, 
engineer,  of  Dumfries,  for  Mr.  Brooke,  of  Hoddam. 

The  chief  object  in  view  is  to  help  in  the  develop- 
naent  of  Powfoot,  a  rismg  watering-place  adjacent, 
already  full  of  attractions,  such  as  a  golf  links, 
tennis  court,  bowling  green,  swimming  bath,  etc. 
The  water  seems  good,  and  is  furnished  chiefly  by 
the  Pow-burn.  An  upper  lake  is  kept  reserved, 
and  no  fishmg  allowed  in  it.  The  charge  for  the 
lower,  where  I  caught  my  fish,  is  Ss.  a  day,  and  it 
IS  worth  it.  J.  Taylob. 
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CAKEICK,  SLIEVE  LEAGUE,  AND 
THE  GLEN  EIVEE. 


Those  anglers  who  when  visiting  Donegal  have 
only  seen  the  monotonous  rock-strewn  waste  lands 
of  the  county,  and  have  consequently  been  surprised 


if  you  have  previously  taken  out  a  licence  for  some 
other  part  of  Ireland,  you  must  take  another  here, 
which  amounts  to  subscribing  20s.  towards  the 
lisliing.  The  tip  is  to  go  direct  to  Carrick  and  take 
out  vour  licenca  at  the  hotel.    There  are  some 
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at  the  manner  in  which  certain  other  anglers,  who 
know  the  county  thoroughly,  sing  the  praises  of  its 
beautiful  scenery,  are  advised  to  pay  Carrick  a 
visit.  It  is  the  centre  from  which  to  explore  the 
grandest  cliffs  in  the  British  islands,  some  very  fine 
mountain  passes,  and  charming  river  and  lake 
scenery.  Mr.  PhiUp  Geen  has  told  you  about  the 
really  wonderful  pollack  fishing  to  be  had  in  this 
district,  and  there  is  nothing  to  be  added 
to  what  he  has  said,  unless  it  be  that^the 
anghng  for  several  other  sorts  of  sea-fish 
is  equally  as  good,  and  now  that  more 
boats  and  attendants  are  available  there 
is  a  happy  hunting  ground  here  for 
hundreds  of  sea-anglers.  There  is  no 
better  man  in  the  district  to  apply  to 
about  boats  and  boatmen  and  just  the 
places  where  to  go  a-sea-fishing  than  Mr. 
Boyle,  the  schoolmaster  at  Teelin,  who  is 
an  enthusiast,  and  a  very  successful  sea- 
angler.  There  are  several  comfortable 
inns  and  private  apartments  available, 
and  the  charged  are  moderate,  and  there 
is  a  first-rate  sporting  and  touring  hotel, 
the  Glencolumbkille,  managed  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walker. 

If  you  wish  for  salmon  or  sea-trout 
fishing  you  must  stay  at  the  Glencolumb- 
kille Hotel,  because  the  angling  for  those 
fish  is  attached  to  that  establishment. 
The  salmon  fishing  is  in  about  five  miles 
of  the  Glen  river,  on  which  there  are 
some  good  pools.    Under  the  name  of  the 
Owenteskiny,  the  Glen  rises  on  the  north 
side  of  Crocknapeast  Mount,  flows  across 
the  road  from  the  Pass  of  Glengesh,  by 
the  north  side  of  Crocknamurrin  Mount, 
to  a  point   about   half   a  mile  above 
Crooked    Bridge,   where    it   receives  a 
stream  that  comes  down  from  Loughera- 
herk.    Just  below  the  bridge  it  is  joined 
by  an  important  tributary,  the  Crove 
river,    and    from   this   point    flows  in 
about  five  miles,   under  the   name  of 
the  Glen,  into  Teelin  Bay.     For  the  purpose  of 
fishing  the  river  is  divided  into  beats,  which  are 
drawn  for  overnight  at  the  hotel.    With  a  run  of 
fish  in  the  river  there  is  little  to  choose  between  the 
beats  ;  some  of  the  upper  reaches,  in  the  direction 
of  Crooked  Bridge,  are  long  and  sinuous,  and  the 
pools  widen  out  at  the  bends,  as  in  the  illustration 
of  "  Paddy's  Pool,"  which  is  typical  of  the  upper 


Glen.  Below  Carrick,  as  will  also  be  seen  by  the 
illustration,  the  river  is  rocky,  with  a  number  of 
deep  pools  and  rushing  rapids,  amidst  which  huge 
boulders  rear  their  heiglxt.  These  lower  lengths  are 
in  places  somewhat  difficult  to  fish,  and  waders  are 

useful ;  but  the  upper  pools  (above  Carrick  Bridge)  !  rattling  good  gillies  at  Carrick.  The  hotel  is  a  good 
are  all  quite  easily  fished  from  the  banks.    At  any  i  one,  but  rather  dear  ;  you  cannot  live  there  under 

three  guineas  a  week.  This  is  cheap 
when  the  fish  are  running,  very  cheap, 
but  stiff  when  you  have  to  fall  back  on 
the  brown  trout  for  sport.  Flies  should 
be  of  medium  size,  not  too  small,  and 
good  patterns  are  :  Fiery  Brown,  Jock 
Scott,  Lemon  and  Grey,  Black  Jay,  Claret 
Jay,  and  Silver  Doctor.  Best  months 
from  June  to  September. 

In  my  opinion,  the  Owenwee  at  Carrick 
is  among  the  best  sea-trout  rivers  on  the 
Donegal  coast,  and  it  is  an  ideal  river  to 
fish.  No  wading  is  necessary.  It  rises  in 
Lough  Auva  away  at  the  base  of  the 
mighty  Slieve  League  Mount,  and  the 
scenery  in  the  upper  reaches,  and.  for  that 
matter,  throughout  its  entire  course,  is 
grand  in  the  extreme.  And  do  not  think 
I  am  gushing  ;  go  and  see  for  yourselves. 
There  are  many  browi  trout  in  this  river, 
but  from  what  I  have  seen  there  are  no 
big  ones,  they  run  about  four  to  the 
pound.  Sea-trout  also  run  into  the  Glen, 
but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  not  such  a  good 
river  for  those  fish  as  the  Owenwee.  When 
the  sea-trout  are  running  capital  sport 
can  be  had  where  the  Glen  and  the 
Owenwee  empty  into  Teelin  Bay  (close 
together).  The  water  should  be  fished  at 
the  turn  of  and  on  a  falling  tide.  Good 
sea-trout  flies  are  :  Clarets  of  all  sorts. 
Claret  and  Pai-tridge  especially  ;  Olives, 
Blue  Spider,  Zulu,  and,  for  the  estuary, 
any  bright -bodied  fly,  or  the  Alexandra. 
There  is  about  two  miles  of  the  Owenwee 
with  good  pools.  Fish  fine,  even  though 
you  are  fastening  into  2-pounders  and  have  to 
follow  them. 

The  Crove  river  and  Owenteskiny  river  are 
capital  brown  trout  streams,  and  the  angler  can 
fill  a  decent-size  basket  while  wandering  amidst  the 
most  delightful  scenery  ;  miles  and  miles  of  water 
are  available.  The  illustration  of  Crooked  Bridge 
shows  the  class  of  water  to  be  fished  ;  but  at  places 


Crooked  Bridge  on  the  Glen. 
The  stream  is  typical  of  tlie  brown  trout  water  iu  the  district. 


rate,  it  is  advisable  to  take  your  waders  with  you 
to  Carrick.  In  common  with  all  other  Donegal 
rivers,  the  Glen  must  be  cauglit  in  ply  to  yield  the 
best  results  ;  and  it  is  refreshing  to  know  that  it  is 
fishing  very  well  just  now  (end  of  July).  Indeed, 
all  the  Donegal  waters  are  fishing  well  this  season, 
bearing  out  the  opinion  I  expressed  of  them  last 
season  in  these  columns.    The  fresh-run  fish  in  the 
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Paddy's  Pool  on  the  Glen. 
Typical  of  the  river  above  Carrick. 


Glen  are  nice  short  thick  fish,''and  are  very  game 
fighters  ;  it  is  no  easy  job  to  land  a  salmon  of  about 
81b.  to  101b.  among  the  boulders  in  the  lower  pools. 
They  range  in  size  from  61b.  to  151b.,  with  now  and 
again  a  201b.  specimen  ;  the  bulk  of  the  fish  range 
from  61b.  to  91b.  All  fish  caught  by  the  angler 
may  be  retained  by  him.  The  fishing  is  free,  but 
you  must  take  out  your  licence  (20s.)  at  the  hotel ; 


there  are  deep  pools,  or,  rather,  holes,  and  from 
these  you  can  occasionally''  get  a  i -pounder  or  f- 
pounder.  I  had  one  basket  of  thirteen  brace 
weighing  nearly  121b.,  but  that  was  quite  an  excep- 
tion with  me  ;  my  fish  generally  run  from  three  to 
four  to  the  pound,  with  an  occasional  ^-pounder. 
Two  dozen  is  an  average  basket.  Here,  as  else- 
where, I  found  Jim  Hearns'  (of  Ballina)  Olives  kill 
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well ;  he  knows  my  patterns  and  size  and  style — 
plenty  of  feather,  small  hooks,  finest  gut. 

There  are  several  lakes  to  be  fished  from  the  hotel, 
including  Lough  Unna,  Lough  Agh,  Lough  Auva, 
Lough  Unsagh,  and  Lough  Divna.  It  is  a  far  cry  to 
some  lakes  about  seven  miles  north  of  Carrick,  but 
a  sturdy  pair  of  legs  will  do  the  climb  into  the  hills, 
and  a  car  will  carry  you  to  within  two  miles  of  the 
start  of  the  climb.  Included  in  this  group  are 
Lough  Anafrin,  Lough  Eraherk,  Kiltyfannad 
Lough,  WTiite  Lough,  and  Lough  Meenachrinna. 
The  whole  of  these  lakes  are  set  in  marvellous 
scenery.  The  best  brown  trout  flies  for  the  whole 
district  are  Claret  and  Partridge,  Hare's  Ear,  March 
Brown,  Jim  Hearns'  Olives,  Blue  Spider,  Black  and 
Teal,  Black  and  Blea,  and  the  Badger  Hackle 
dressed  by  George  Hoyle.  By-the-bye,  this  Badger 
Hackle  of  Hoyle's  is  a  grand  summer  fly  on  all 
Donegal  waters  for  brown  trout. 

If  you  visit  Carrick  climb  to  Bunglass,  One  Man's 
Pass,  Slieve  League,  the  Chimneys  and  Glen  Head, 


A  TKANSFOKMED  EOACH-POLE. 

DuEiNO  a  long  and  varied  experience  as  an 
angler,  I  have,  on  many  occasions,  found  it  expedient 
to  adopt  various  little  dodges  with  respect  to  my 
tackle,  some  of  which  may  perhaps  interest  others. 

Recently  I  read  some  notes  respecting  the  attach- 
ment of  elastic  to  fishing  lines,  with  the  object  of 
minimising  the  risk  of  a  break.  Although  the 
method  advised— that  is,  the  use  of  fine  elastic 
(similar  to  that  used  to  string  beads  on)  instead  of 
the  ordinary  "  topping  "—answers  admirably  with 
either  very  fine  gut  or  hair  tackle,  something  stronger 
is  required  when  heavier  gear  is  employed. 

Some  years  ago  I  used  to  fish  a  lake  that  con- 
tained largo  bream  and  carp,  but  to  capture  them 
an  18ft.  rod  was  absolutely  necessary.  As  it  is 
most  inconvenient  to  use  a  running  line  with  a 
rod  of  this  length  (especially  when  much  disjointing 
has  to  be  done,  as  was  the  case  here,  the  water 
teeming  with  small  and  hungry  roach),  the  anglers 
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The  Glen  below  Caeeick. 
Typical  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  river. 


[H.  s.  s. 


and  then  write  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  say  what 
you  think  of  these  places.  I  know  of  nothing  finer 
in  the  British  Isles.  Your  lady  friends  should  go  to 
Glencolumbkille  and  inspect  the  beautiful  em- 
broidery and  drawn-thread  work  done  by  the 
natives.  And  if  you  want  some  reliable  homespuns, 
give  a  call  at  Heekin's  in  Carrick,  and,  really,  I 
have  no  mterest  in  these  industries  !  I  wish  I  had. 
Route:  From  Dublin  or  Belfast  to  Strabane, 
thence  by  Donegal  Railway  to  Killybegs  via 
Stranorlar  ;  then  drive  nine  miles — a  charming 
journey  along  the  coast.  E.  S.  S. 


Lobster  in  Cream. 
Cut  ^Ib.  of  lobster  in  small  pieces  ;  put  2oz.  of 
butter  mto  the  chafing  dish,  and  when  it  bubbles 
put  m  2oz.  of  flour  ;  let  it  cook  for  a  few  minutes, 
then  pour  m  a  half-pint  of  hot  cream  and  add  next 
the  lobster.  Stir  all  until  thoroughly  hot;  then 
aUow  to  cool  sUghtly,  have  the  yolks  of  three  eggs 
beaten  and  mix  in. 


who  frequented  it  nearly  always  used  the  elastic 
topping  just  mentioned— this  giving  them  more 
command  when  playing  a  large  and  lusty  fish. 

However,  in  practice  it  was  not  nearly  so  success- 
ful as  would  at  fu-st  appear  ;  therefore,  after  many 
and  varied  experiments,  I  fitted  a  roach-pole  with 
the  following  device,  which  proved  so  efficient  that 
I  have  always  employed  it  since,  when  using  a 
tight  hne  and  expecting  to  hook  big  fish. 

If  it  is  a  five-jointed  rod,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  the  three  top  ones  fitted  with  small  upright 
rings.  Now,  the  method  is  this  :  obtain  a  length 
of  good  square  (or  round)  elastic  similar  to  that 
used  for  serviceable  catapults  and  cut  off  about 
Sin.  Naturally,  the  thickness,  power,  and  elasticity 
of  this  will  require  to  be  varied  according  to  the 
breaking  strain  of  the  tackle  and  resiUence  of  the 
rod  with  which  it  is  employed.  To  each  end  of 
this  piece  of  elastic  bind  a  loop  of  strong 
silk  line ;  this  forms  the  spring,  one  end  of  which 
is  looped  to  the  lowest  ring  on  the  stoutest  of 
the  three  ringed  joints  (the  one  nearest  the  butt). 


To  the  other  loop  of  tho  spring  is  fastened 
sufficient  line  ("  topping  ")  to  reach  the  top  of  the 
rod  and  pass  through  tho  top  ring — just  in  the 
same  way  as  the  ordinary  running  line.  After 
thus  passing  the  end  of  tho  length  of  "  topping  " 
through  the  top  ring,  loop  on  to  it  a  small  piece 
of  match-stick,  just  large  enough  and  in  such  a 
position  as  to  prevent  any  of  the  slack  lino  (the 
"  strike  ")  working  back  through  and  hanging  in 
loops  between  the  rings,  but  at  the  same  time  take 
care  to  see  that  the  elastic  is  only  just  stretched 
sufficiently  to  keep  the  line  taut — otherwise  it  will 
strain  and  spoil  the  rod.  To  the  end  of  this 
"topping"  must,  of  course,  be  attached  tho  fitted 
gut  cast. 

As  will  bo  easily  seen,  when  playing  a  fish  on  a 
rod  fitted  with  this  attachment,  not  only  is  tho 
strain  distributed  equally  over  its  thinnest  joints, 
but  when  the  rod  is  bent  to  the  fullest  extent 
possible  with  the  strain  the  weakest  part  of  tho 
tackle  will  stand ;  there  is  still  sufficient  elasticity  in 
the  spring,  that  is  brought  into  play  with  a  less 
force  than  that  required  to  bend  the  rod  farther,  to 
(in  most  cases)  stop  the  rush  of  a  fish  that  would 
otherwise  be  lost. 

Another  advantage  of  fishing  with  this  attach- 
ment is,  that  should  a  fish  "  point  you,"  that  is, 
get  the  point  of  the  rod  down,  and,  therefore,  in 
the  case  of  an  ordinary  tight  line,  have  a  straight, 
or  dead,  pull  on  the  rod,  there  is  far  less  chance 
of  the  fish  breaking  away  than  would  otherwise  be 
the  case,  for  the  elasticity  of  the  spring  would  at 
once  come  into  play  (directly  in  a  straight  line),  and 
most  likely  enable  one  to  lift  the  point  of  the  rod 
and  regain  command  of  the  fish  ;  and  a  much 
stiffer  rod  can  be  used  with  fine  tackle  if  it  be 
thus  fitted — enabUng  one  to  hook  many  more  fish 
than  one  could  do  with  a  more  whippy  rod. 

I  would  strongly  advise  all  who  use  a  tight  hne 
to  give  this  plan  a  trial.  I  have  found  it  answer 
admirably. 

Another  useful  addition  to  a  roach-pole,  and  one 
which  I  have  seen  used  on  several  occasions,  is  a 
very  light  and  sharp  steel  spike  about  Sin.  in  length, 
similar  to  those  used  with  some  fly  rods,  fitted  into 
the  lower  end  of  the  joint  next  the  butt,  or,  if  so 
preferred,  the  second  joint  from  the  butt.  This  is 
a  great  advantage,  especially  in  wet  weather,  as  by 
sticking  it  lightly  into  the  ground  when  re-baiting, 
etc.,  one  can  keep  the  upper  joints  off  the  ground 
and  clean,  while  it  also  saves  the  whippings  and 
varnish  from  getting  scratched  and  rubbed  off. 

W.  N.  J.  M. 


AUTUMN  PKOSPECTS  IN  THE 
NOETH. 

With  the  advent  of  August  comes  the  near 
approach  of  the  "  Twelfth."  After  the  first  flush 
of  the  shooting  season  is  over,  sportsmen  will  turn 
to  the  river  for  a  change  of  sport.  There  are 
autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  but  those  that  are 
got  in  the  earUer  part  of  the  season  are  always  pre- 
ferable to  the  gi-avid  back-enders  of  the  closing 
days  of  the  year,  while  they  are  much  more  sportive 
than  even  spring  fish,  and  in  many  seasons  equally 
as  good  and  at  all  times  much  heavier. 

August  is  usually  the  worst  salmon  month  in  the 
year,  and  just  now,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
rivers,  salmon  angling  is  very  dull.  The  prospect 
of  the  coming  season  would  be  blank,  indeed,  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that  there  is  at  present  an  abnormal 
run  of  heavy  autumn  fish  on  the  East  Coast,  and 
waiting  for  the  moving  of  the  waters  in  their  favour 
to  permit  them  running  inland. 

The  netsmen  are  getting  the  largest  share  of 
them,  and  while  the  rivers  are  so  low  it  is  almost 
an  impossibility  for  any  to  escape  into  the  higher 
reaches,  imless  during  the  too  brief  Sunday's 
slap. 

Some  very  fine  specimens  were  on  the  slabs  of 
the  Aberdeen  Market  all  the  week,  including  one 
of  561b. 

The  only  thing  needed  is  a  flood.  It  will  take 
a  good  downpour  to  do  the  needful — a  good  round 
couple  of  days'  steady  rain  to  have  the  necessary 
eft'ect.  And  if  it  does  not  come,  and  that  soon,  the 
season  will  be  a  poor  one  as  far  as  angfing  in  general 
and  salmon  angling  in  particular  is  concerned. 

Good  sport  is  being  got  on  the  lochs  with  brown 
trout,  on  the  islands  and  estuaries  on  the  West  and 
North  of  Scotland,  and  with  finnock  and  sea-trout 
on  the  best  East  Coast  reaches.  G.  M. 
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HOW  FISHING  IS  BEING  BUINED 
IN  COENWALL. 


Some  Mill  Ponds. 
^  Not  a  com  mill  v.ith  the  air  about  the  door  made 
misty  with  the  floating  meal,  but  a  "  mill  "  with  the 
glare  of  a  furnace  and  the  clang  of  hammers.  There 
are  three  pools — one  long  and  narrow,  one  an 
extended  oblong,  and  a  third  small,  and  filled 
through  the  others,  but  placed  backwards  in  the 
direction  of  the  source  of  the  stream.  There  are  fish, 
many  fish,  in  each,  but  the  large  ones,  some  very 
large,  are  in  the  big  pond.  The  trout  come  down 
the  stream,  when  the  water  is  high  in  winter,  from 
a  pond  in  a  park  two  miles  up.  This  private  pond  is, 
I  should  judge,  rather  frequently  restocked,  for  the 
fish  are  healthy,  and,  under  ordinary — or  what  ought 
to  be  ordinary — conditions,  plucky  and  lively,  and 
are  very  good  eating.  In  the  largest  pond  a  year 
or  two  ago  a  friend,  who  is  keen  enough  and  capable 
enough  to  deserve  his  success,  caught  a  trout  of 
2|lb.  on  a  March  Brown.  The  fish  usually,  however, 
range  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.,  the  larger  number  being 
under  |lb.  rather  than  over.  In  days  gone  by,  before 
the  times  of  mill-foil  and  mine  pollution,  the  water 
was  dimpled  in  every  square  foot  with  rising  trout 
in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  and  it  was 
not  difficult  to  get  a  heavy  basket.  They  rose  quite 
recklessly,  and  I  have  caught  three  fish  at  a  cast. 
Then  the  heavy  fish  kept  under  the  south  bank  of 
the  long  pond,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  large  one.  A 
good  place  for  a  cast,  too,  in  the  former  was  a  little 
bay  near  tb^  sluice.  Looking  north-west  across  this 
pool  as  the  evening  gloom  gathered,  and  throwing 
a  short  line,  you  could  often  catch  half  a  dozen 
before  the  remaining  fish  realised  the  absence  of 
their  fellows  on  an  unwilling  errand. 

These  ponds,  however,  have  seen  many  changes. 
Several  years  ago  there  was  an  influx  of  mine  water 
— containing,  perhaps,  copper  or  arsenic  or  mundic 
—which  killed  all  the  weeds  and  the  trout.  Then 
the  pollution  ceased,  and  the  pools  were  naturally 
restocked.  Soon,  too,  the  weeds  recovered  and  began 
to  give  trouble,  the  fish  being  plentiful  and  rising 
pretty  freely  to  the  artificial  fly.  Then,  quite 
recently — ^horror  of  horrors  to  the  fishermen  of  the 
district  ! — ore-crushing  restarted,  and  water  red  as 
brick  dust  with  a  fine  sticky  mud  was  poured  into 
the  river  for  days  at  a  time.  The  owners  of  the  ponds 
complained.  The  usual  excuses  and  promises  were 
made  by  the  offenders — employing  only  a  man  or 
two — and  there  the  matter  ended.  This  is  the  usual 
procedure  in  Cbrnwall,  and  fishing  is  being  slowly 
but  certainly  spoiled,  perhaps  ruined  beyond 
recovery.  Here  the  fish  are  still  living,  and  appa- 
rently, the  small  ones  at  least,  not  in  bad  condition. 
The  chances  of  catching  them,  though,  are  not  great. 
They  seem  not  to  see  the  fly  in  most  cases.  They 
rise  languidly,  and  sometimes  you  can  take  them 
only  when  you  sink  your  fly  and  draw  it  slowly  up 
through  the  water.  Feeling  sure  that  there  are  still 
many  good  fish  lurking  below,  I  had  a  good  try  last 
week  (in  July),  staying  on  for  two  or  three  hours,  and 
up  to  nine  o'clock,  which  is  usually  a  good  time  for 
the  last  rise  for  the  day.  I  put  on  a  Red  Palmer  to  a 
fine  cast,  and  had  a  "  short"  rise  or  two.  I  hooked 
a  small  fish  in  the  long  pond  under  the  poplars,  and 
left  it  for  a  minute  on  the  bank  which  slopes  into  the 
big  pool.  After  I  had  made  a  few  casts  I  found  that 
my  little  fish  had  disappeared  —  it  must  have 
wriggled  and  flopped  into  the  water.  Soon  after  I 
caught  another  of  the  same  size,  and  kept  it  out  of 
the  water  for  some  minutes.  I  then  threw  it  into  the 
water,  where  it  remained  floating  on  its  back  some 
time.  Presently  it  righted  itself  and  swam  quickly 
away.  These  experiments  showed  that  the  fish  had 
vitality  enough  in  spite  of  the  muddy  water,  and  the 
possible  weakening  effect  of  the  solution.  These 
small  fish,  too,  were  quite  plump  and  well  coloured. 
But  why  do  they  not  rise  better,  and  why  do  the 
large  fish  refuse  to  rise  ?  I  missed  a  fish  which  had 
been  rising  for  some  time  near  the  bank,  and  just 
then  I  heard  a  splash  a  few  yards  down  that  must 
have  been  caused  by  a  full  pounder.  I  threw  over 
the  spot  very  patiently,  bub  had  not  the  semblance 
of  a  rise.  I  fished  in  turn  each  of  the  ponds,  and 
caught  a  few  more  small  ones,  all  of  which  I  put 
back.  In  the  small  pond  a  good  fish  was  rising.  The 
pool  is  shallow  and  weedy,  and  the  fish  makes  no 
effort  to  close  with  my  offer,  and,  in  my  disgust — 
surely  pardonable — I  throw  down  my  rod,  and 
turn  to  Nature  and  a  cigarette  for  solace.  A  desirable 
place  to  rest  for  a  while  !  A  background  of  lusty 
flags  straight  as  well-drilled  soldiers,  with  pearl  wort 
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and  brook-lime  at  their  feet.  The  black  bryony 
festooning  the  hawthorn  tree  spring^  from  a  luxu- 
riance of  lady-fern  and  too  fragrant  horse-mint. 
The  water-plantain,  almost  submerged,  gallantly 
holds  aloft  its  fragile  petals,  from  which  the  pinky 
bloora  soon  fades.  The  banks  are  fringed  with 
valerian,  the  roots  of  which  are  said  to  exercise 
"  great  charm  upon  cats  and  mice,"  but  probably 
in  separate  doses.  The  peevish  "  cheep  "  of  the 
chiff-chaff  and  the  almost  equally  querulous  note 
of  the  hedge-sparrow  are  the  only  bird  notes  which 
break  the  silence.  A  farm  hand,  all  boots  and 
weariness,  limps  down  the  lane  to  his  home  and  his 
supper.  There  are  bunches  of  hemp  agrimony, 
hideous  except  when  glorified  by  a  bevy  of  red 
admirals,  and,  relieving  their  sombreness.  still  larger 
bunches  of  creamy  meadow-sweet.  The  faihng  light 
coming  through  the  tall  oaks  and  acacia-like  foliage 
of  the  ash — shooting  up  to  the  sky — tells  me  it  is 
time  to  think  of  going  home,  and  I  rejoin  my  "bike" 
with — an  empty  basket  and  a  not  unhappy  heart. 

T.  J.  P. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  AEUN. 

To  novices  or  those  going  to  fish  in  the  Arun  for 
the  first  time,  the  following  remarks  should  be  read 
■with  interest.  For  instance,  if  it  is  high  water  at 
London  Bridge  at  6  a.m.,  it  will  be  nearly  the 
same  at  Houghton  Bridge,  Ambsrley,  or,  at  least, 
near  enough  to  guide  one.  Here  the  tide  ebbs 
eight  hours  and  flows  four.  At  or  towards  Stoke 
or  Burpham  it  takes  less  time  to  flow  up ;  therefore, 
at  Bury  Church  or  Timberley  Bridge  it  takes  longer. 
The  train  from  London  Bridge  arrives  at  Amberley 
about  10.30  a.m.  The  tide  would  then  be  on  the 
ebb,  and  the  lowest  part  of  it  should  be  about  two 
o'clock,  unless  kept  back  by  a  strong  wind.  At  the 
lowest  part  of  an  ebb  tide,  and  the  first  hour  of  the 
flow  up,  is  a  most  likely  time  to  catch  a  good  fish, 
and  should  never  be  neglected.  The  previous  hour 
or  so  is  not  so  good  ;  as  the  water  falls  fish  frequently 
go  completely  off  feed  until  the  tide  turns;  therefore 
one  need  be  in  no  great  hurry  to  start  fishing,  but 
make  up  some  fresh  bait,  select  a  comfortable  place 
to  sit  and  convenient  to  land  a  fish,  then  throw  in  a 
few  pellets  of  white  paste  about  as  large  as  a  walnut  ; 
these  do  not  dissolve  so  quickly  as  bread  and  bran, 
which  easily  breaks  up  with  the  action  of  the  tide. 
The  lowest  part  of  the  ebb  and  for  a  short  time 
afterwards  one  can  float  or  light  leger,  but  at  the 
strongest  part  or  middle  of  the  run  up  it  is  best 
to  use  a  fair-sized  bullet ;  the  fact  is,  the  line  should 
be  as  thin  as  possible  consistently  with  safety,  and 
the  beginner  should  not  forget  that  the  thicker  the 
line  the  more  power  the  tide  has  upon  it.  I  have 
frequently  fished  in  swims  in  the  Arun  with  a 
No.  2  Lindum  line,  in  a  current  with  a  bullet  about 
half  the  size  that  a  No.  4  line  would  require.  When 
the  tide  is  at  the  flood  it  is  a  good  plan  to  fix  a 
mark  or  tell-tale — for  many  anglers  do  not  know  that 
the  water  is  falling  some  ten  minutes  or  more  (say, 
fifteen)  before  the  weeds  begin  to  float  back,  and  if 
they  are  away  from  their  swim  or  shifting  about  (a 
useless  proceeding  for  the  most  part  in  a  tidal  river) 
they  miss  the  best  and  most  likely  period  to  catch 
a  few  fish  worth  having.  This  part  of  the  tide 
will  be  found  to  be  some  twenty-five  minutes  later 
than  the  morning  tide,  or  about  6.20  p.m.,  a  capital 
time  until  dusk ;  in  short,  until  one  can  no  longer  see. 
It  is  mostly  at  high  water  that  the  fishing  in  many 
swims  is  at  its  best  ;  yet  there  are  places  that 
fish  better  after,  say,  two  hours  after  high  water, 
and,  as  a  rule,  they  are  deep,  swift  swims  best  fished 
with  a  heavy  lead  with  the  bait  on  the  ground.  If 
fish  suddenly  go  off  the  feed  it  may  be  because  a 
jack  is  in  the  swim,  and  the  angler  should  try  a 
short  distance  further  down  stream  with  advantage. 
I  have  frequently  found  this  plan  answer,  as  one's 
ground-bait  is  certain  to  be  shifted  by  the  tide, 
and  ten  to  one  the  fish  follow  it.  It  is  the  only 
time  I  trouble  to  shift,  and  never  at  high  water 
or  lowest  part  of  the  ebb.  I  strongly  recommend 
leger  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Amberley,  or 
further  down  the  river  towards  the  Black  Rabbit  Inn, 
because  one  has  continually  to  alter  one's  depth 
when  using  a  float,  causing  a  loss  of  time.  In  the 
summer  months  when  it  is  high  water  in  the  evening 
— say,  five,  six,  or  seven  o'clock — will  be  found  good 
tides  for  catching  fish,  or  at  three,  four,  five,  or 
six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  so  that  an  angler  down  for 
more  than  one  day  should  endeavour  to  fish  at  the 
periods  mentioned,  as  it  will  be  found  they  always 
fish  the  best.    The  angler  down  for  one  day  might 


August  4,  1906 

float  on  the  ebb  tide  and  leger  on  the  run-iip  with 
a  good-sized  bullet ;  but  should  it  be  a  midday  or 
what  is  termed  a  "  moon  tide  "  these  are  generally 
very  strong.  Three  or  four  cuttings  should  be  tried 
^^'ith  the  float  on  the  flow  up  ;  but  when  the  water 
recedes  the  fish  work_back  into  the  deeper  water. 

Baits. — Cubes  of  breadcrust,  stiffly  kneaded 
bread  and  bran,  and  paste  are  all  good  baits  for 
summer  fishing,  both  roach  and  bream  being  fond 
of  a  sweet,  clean  bit  of  paste,  while  good  bream 
sometimes  prefer  a  marsh  or  brandling  worm,  but 
the  small  eels  are  such  a  pest  and  spoil  so  many 
tackles  that  I  never  use  them  until  later  in  the 
season  ;  for  even  when  the  water  has  been  over  the 
banks  I  have  caught  many  a  good  bream  ;  then, 
strange  to  say,  small  eels  were  not  so  much  in 
evidence. 

Swims. — The  fish  so  often  shift  in  a  tidal  river 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  little  use  describing  any 
particular  swim  or  swims  ;  yet  the  deep  eddy  in 
the  woods  some  distance  below  Amberley  and  the 
swim  at  the  bend  near  the  lodge  gate  leading  into 
Arundel  Park  contain  large  bream  and  roach,  the 
fish  being  partial  to  the  deep  water.  The  well- 
known  carp  hole,  that  is,  up  stream  from  Houghton 
Bridge  towards  Bury,  should  be  tried  either  from 
Mr.  Pepper's  side  of  the  river  or  casting  well  across 
from  Mr.  Cunningham's  meadow.  There  is  also 
water  8ft.  and  9ft.  in  depth  at  the  lowest  part  of 
an  ebb  tide,  situated  between  the  third  and  fourth 
stiles  towards  Bury,  counting  the  stiles  from 
Houghton  Bridge,  and  those  anglers  who  do  not 
mind  negotiating  seven  or  eight  stiles  should  try 
the  water  from  Bury  Church  to  Timberley  Bridge. 
Some  good  bream  over  31b.  in  weight  have  recently 
been  caught  in  this  part  of  the  river,  the  water 
being  slower  and  more  quiet  than  that  near  or 
below  Houghton  Bridge.  In  conclusion,  I  am  glad 
to  see  that  the  fare  has  been  reduced  to  the  old 
price,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  excursions  to 
Amberley  will  be  well  patronised.  F.  M. 


"THE  SCIENCE  OF  DEY-FLY 
FISHING."* 


In  his  preface  to  this  very  interesting,  useful, 
and  suggestive  work  on  dry-fly  fishing  Mr.  Shaw 
says: — "If  it  be  desirable  and  necessary  to  obtain 
help  in  order  to  become  a  proficient  fly  fisherman, 
the  author  admits  the  greater  advantages  of  per- 
sonal tuition  when  it  is  obtainable.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  is  confident  that,  by  explaining  in 
simple  language  the  science  of  casting  and  fishing 
with  the  trout  fly,  in  similar  terms  to  those  which 
he  uses  when  teaching  the  student  personally,  the 
reader  will,  by  careful  attention,  find  himself  con- 
fident to  take  the  field  rod  in  hand,  and  rapidly 
acquire  a  success  which  will  well  repay  him  for  his 
trouble." 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  great  pains 
Mr.  Shaw  has  been  to  to  make  his  directions  clear 
— we  have  not  only  the  text  and  diagrams  in  it, 
but  also  very  successful  reproductions  from  instan- 
taneous photographs  showing  the  position  of  the 
rod  and  line  in  the  various  casts.  Some  of  those 
who  saw  Mr.  Shaw  cast  so  successfully  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  tournament  got  an  impression  that 
he  was  a  demon  chucker,  accomplishing  his  results 
by  means  of  heavy  tackle  and  muscle,  but  this  is 
quite  a  mistake.  With  light  rod  and  tackle,  no 
lady  could  cast  more  delicately.  As  far  as  teaching 
by  illustrations  and  words  goes,  I  do  not  think  any- 
thing better,  if  so  good,  as  Mr.  Shaw's  chapters 
can  be  found ;  and  if  a  novice  is  not  clear  on  any 
point,  as  is  certain  to  be  the  case,  I  don't  see  that 
he  can  do  better  than  get  some  practical  in- 
struction from  Mr.  Shaw,  whose  book  is  frankly 
an  advertisement  of  the  fact  that  he  makes 
a  business  [of  giving  lessons  in  fly  casting.  I  be- 
lieve Mr.  Shaw  can  turn  out  an  excellent  fly 
caster  in  half  a  dozen  lessons.  He  does  not  pretend 
that  he  can  turn  out  an  excellent  angler:  for- 
tunately, the  whole  art  is  not  so  easy  of  attain- 
ment, or  everybody  would  become  an  angler,  and 
fish  extinct.  Still,  to  be  able  to  get  out  a  good 
line  is  something. 

In  addition  to  the  chapters  dealing  with  the 
"  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  there  are  others, 
well  and  profusely  illustrated,  on  all  those  hundred 

*  "The  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing."  By  Fred. 
G.  Shaw,  F.G.S.  Fully  illustrated.  London: 
Bradbury,  Agnew  and  Co.,  19,  Bouverie-street, 
Fleet-street. 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


INVALUABLE  TO 


"  The  coat  you  made  jor 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  'dry  as  a 
lone.''" — J.  W.,  Southsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON, 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  aU  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


THB  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLANTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 

AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


ilfo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


BURBERRYS 


Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eyeiy  description  of  Fisliing  TacMe  snitaWe  for  all  parts  of  tlie  i orld. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  uicl  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  snperloi  to  Split  Out. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oaa.  to  18  oia. ;  very  ■owetlul. 
Ught,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  muoh  better  than  SpUt  Oant. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmoa  and  Tront, 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  la  nsad  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  homt  and  abioii. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personaUy  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

4S  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapeild  BalmoOi 

80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whlob  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get, 

The  following  are  a  lew  uasoUcited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  a.  wrlteg :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marrelloai,   I  have  no  beiltatlon  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes ;  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  B.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclosa 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  Is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  (atted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Lino  ossti  beantltnlly.  The  line  leems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  caitlng  so  much  bettor  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  fHshing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  hare  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
hid  a  hotter,  not  even  the  H— —  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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and  one  matters  which  go  to  make  the  complete 
fly  fisher.  After  teaching  how  to  cast,  our  author 
tells  us  "Where  to  Cast,"  about  "The  Fly,  the 
Trout,  and  the  Rise,"  "  Hints  on  Breeding  Trout 
and  on  Fishing  Matters  Generally,"  and  on  "The 
Necessities  of  the  Trout  Fisherman." 

In  addition  to  the  many  excellent  illustrations 
in  black  and  white,  there  is  a  charming  frontis- 
piece in  colour — a  reproduction  of  an  oil  painting 
by  that  fine  painter  of  fish  the  late  Mr.  Targett 
(who  used  to  catch  his  trout  and  grayling  as  well 
as  paint  them)  of  "A  Morning's  Catch  of  Itchen 
Trout  and  Grayling." 

Mr.  Shaw's  book  is,  as  I  said  before,  frankly  an 
advertisement  of  his  business  as  a  teacher  of  fly 
casting,  also  of  his  many  clever  and  useful  inven- 
tions, but  it  is  also  a  great  deal  more— it  is  the 
experience  of  an  enthusiast,  which  is  always 
welcome,  even  when  we  may  not  always  want  to 
enthuse  quite  in  the  same  way.  The  variety  of 
angling  is  its  chief  charm.  R.  B.  M. 


A  BIG  PIKE. 


We  were  boys  at  the  time.  It  Mas  in  Norfolk, 
not  a  himdred  miles  from  London.  Walking  by 
the  side  of  a  milky-looking  ditch,  about  the  middle 
of  March,  we  saw  the  head  and  tail  of  an  immensely 
large  pike  projecting  from  some  large  water-plant 
leaves. 

"  Tom,  stand  back  !  Look  at  that  great  pike !  " 
Three  men  that  we  had  not  seen  before  were  at  work 
at  an  old  gate  behind  some  tall  reeds.  They  popped 
up  their  heads  on  hearing  "  great  pike  "  ;  so  one 
of  us  said,  "  There,  didn't  that  look  just  like  a  great 
pike  ?  "  Down  went  the  heads  of  the  three  men  at 
their  work  agam.  We  sanmtered  past  them  taking 
no  further  notice.  "WTien  we  were  well  out  of  their 
hearing  we  began  planning  how  to  catch  that  fish. 

"  Let's  go  home,  get  our  dinner,  make  a  wire 
snare,  and  fix  it  on  that  ten-foot  larch  pole  of  ours  ; 
by  that  time,  perhaps,  the  men  will  be  gone."  We 
rigged  up  our  snare,  and  went  back  in  high  expec- 
tations. Yes,  sure  enough  we  were  glad  to  see  the 
men  were  gone  ;  they  had  finished  their  job.  AVe 
cautiously  went  to  the  spot,  and  there  lay  the  pike 
in  exactly  the  same  place.  Quietly  and  steadily 
I  placed  the  snare  over  its  head  as  far  back  as 
I  could  get  it  without  disturbing  the  large  water- 
plant  leaves.  Then  I  gave  a  sudden  pull  up. 
There  was  a  splashing  and  dashing  about  of  the 
fish,  and  before  I  could  get  it  up  the  bank  it  had 
slipped  through  the  snare  and  was  gone.  Imagine  our 
disappointment.  We  hunted  that  ditch  up  and  down 
for  an  hour  or  more,  saw  and  caught  four  other 
smaller  pike,  from  about  31b.  to  41b.  each.  We  were 
just  starting  to  come  away  when  my  eye,  quite  by 
chance,  caught  sight  of  the  big  fellow  again,  nearly 
covered  by  large  water-plant  leaves.  "  There  he  is, 
Tom.  Stand  back!  "  "Let  me  have  a  try  this  time,'' 
said  Tom.  "  All  right  then  ;  here  you  are,  catch 
hold  of  the  pole  and  I  will  run  round  to  the  other 
side  and  tell  you  when  you  have  got  the  snare 
right.  Don't  put  it  so  far  back  as  I  did  ;  that  is 
why  it  slipped  through  ;  but  directly  the  snare  is 
past  its  giUa  pull  up  quick  and  forward,  to  get  the 
wire  under  its  gills."  We  were  all  excitement. 
I  Avas  afraid  he  would  make  a  mess  of  it  as  I  did, 
so  I  watched  the  snare  go  gently  over  its  head,  and 
"  Slowly,  farther  back,"  I  whispered.  "  A  little 
farther  back ;  that's  it.  rNow."  Tom  had  got 
him  fairly  by  the  gills,  but  he  was  not  strong  enough 
to  hft  it  out,  and  began  caUing  me  to  help  him,  but 
before  I  had  got  roimd  to  him  he  had  backed  himself 
from  the  ditch  and  fairly  dragged  it  up  the  bank 
several  yards  from  the  ditch,  holding  his  heel  on 
its  head  to  prevent  it  getting  back  to  the  chtch, 
its  tail  lashing  his  trousers  leg,  which  covered  it 
with  shme,  which  we  afterwards  found  difficult  to 
remove.  When  we  had  taken  the  snare  off  we  laid 
the  pole  alongside  of  it,  and  cut  a  notch  to  mark  its 
length.  We  then  fixed  the  whole  fine  fish  on  our 
pole  with  wiUow-twigs,  putting  an  end  on  each  of 
our  shoulders,  and  were  marching  home  proudly 
enough.  Passing  a  brewery  tap  on  our  way,  one 
of  the  sons  of  the  brewer  came  out  to  us.  "  That's 
a  fine  fish  you  have  got  there,  boys.  Where  did  you 
get  hini  ?  "  We  told  him,  and  he  said,  "  Let  me 
take  it  in  and  show  some  friends  here."  We  allowed 
him  to  do  so,  but  he  was  gone  so  long  that  I  went 
in  after  them.  A  man  who  was  said  to  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  river  was  in  the  tap-room. 
He  said,  "  You  did  not  snare  this  fish  ;  you  hooked 
it.   I  can  see  where  he  was  hooked."   When  we 


insisted  that  we  snared  it,  he  said  he  would  not 
beheve  us,  and  that  he  would  keep  it.  I  went  to 
the  police-station  about  it,  but  no  policeman  could 
be  found,  there  being  only  one  in  the  place  at  that 
time,  and  he  very  likely  in  the  tap-room  at  the  time. 
The  pike  was  ultimately  sent  to  some  hall  a  few 
miles  away,  and  half-a-crown  each  was  sent  to  us 
boys,  so  we  never  saw  our  fish  again,  nor  did  we 
ever  know  its  weight ;  but  it  was  an  immensely 
large  one,  and  full  of  spa^vn.  Its  length  was  con- 
siderably over  3ft.  R.  p. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 


55  min.  for  Kew. 
75  , 


!30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40  ,,    ,,   Putney.  ..    >,  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  •^""ISO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watek  at  London  Bkidoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

  1.44 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Aug 


9 
10 


1.17 
2.10 
2.  .56 
3.39 
4.19 
4.57 
5.34 


2.34 
3.18 
3.59 
4.39 
5.16 
5.63 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 


Thames. — General  Remabks.— I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  record  a  decided  improvement  in  Thames 
fishing.  Reports  are  to  hand  from  many  parts 
that  barbel,  bream,  and  roach  are  feeding  well, 
which  is  good  news  for  those  who  propose  to 
spend  the  week-end  on  the  river.  The  best  time 
to  fish  is  from  daybreak  to  6  a.m.,  or  9  a.m. 
to  11.30,  leaving  off  and  resting  during  the 
afternoon,  when  the  sun  is  at  its  height,  and  re- 
commencing at  4  p.m.  and  fishing  till  dusk.  This 
has  been  the  general  rule  which  has  guided  to 
success.  The  afternoon  rest  is  a  great  boon,  and 
the  angler  is  quite  refreshed,  and  ready  for  the 
evening's  sport.  Barbel  fishing  has  inaproved 
in  the  tideway,  and  Mr.  T.  Danniford  has 
had  several  fish  —  fifteen  in  one  day  —  the 
largest  going  over  6Jb.  The  deeps  above  Ted- 
dington Lock  have  yielded  some  fine  bream.  Mr. 
Charter,  using  the  finest  tackle,  has  had  some  good 
fish,  including  two  of  41b.  lOJoz.  and  31b.  3oz. 
respectively.  Mr.  W.  Parker,  of  the  K.P.S.,  has  taken 
twenty  bream  in  the  same  stretch  of  water,  the 
majority  of  the  fish  scaling  2Jlb.  each,  the  largest 
31b.  lO^oz.  Most  of  the  fe'i  were  caught  during 
the  last  two  hours'  fishing  ia  the  evening.  He 
also  ca'ight  a  rudd — seldom  found  in  the  Thames 
now.  It  was,  however,  only  a  small  fish  of 
lOJoz.  Bream  are  taking  gentles  freely.  Gudgeon 
are  also  being  caught  in  large  numbers  in  most 
parts  of  the  river.  At  Old  Windsor,  barbel  have 
been  feeding  well,  and  Mileham,  the  local  pro- 
fessional, has  been  having  good  sport.  At 
the  same  place,  a  bank  angler  caught  a 
perch  of  2l\h.  Dace  fishing  has  been  fast  and 
furious  at  Romney  weir  pool.  Lumsden  at  Datchet 
has  taken  a  brace  of  trout  scaling  51b.  and  2Jlb. 
respectively.  Sport  is  improving  also  at  Henley 
and  Marlow,  whilst  at  Reading  chub  up  to  3Jlb. 
have  been  had. — F.  H.  Amphlktt. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  condition  of  the  water 
is  still  very  bright  with  little  stream.  A  good  rain 
would  improve  matters  generally.  Early  morning 
anglers  have  met  with  some  success  with  the 
chub,  Mr.  J.  Crisp  taking  some  of  these  fish 
up  to  41b.  with  the  fly,  Mr.  D.  Macqueen 
taking  201b.,  with  a  fish  of  SJlb.,  and  Mr.  F.  Cox 
has  taken  a  chub  of  31b.  lljoz.  with  a  cherry  for 
bait.  Mr.  E.  McDonell  has  taken  some  barbel  up 
to  7^1b.  from  Hambledon.  A  few  good  roacb  are 
being  caught  during  the  last  hour,  using  the  fiaest 
tackle.  Gudgeon  come  fairly  well  to  the  rake. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Wrayshury).  —  The  river  is  rather 
bright,  but  fish  can  be  got  in  the  deep  water.  I 
have  had  some  nice  lots  of  roach  and  dace,  some 
chub  up  to  21b.  lloz.,  perch  lib.  3oz.,  and  barbel 
up  to  41b.  2oz.  The  eels  rather  interfere  with  the 
latter  sport  by  annexing  your  worms,  and  the 
barbel  don't  seem  to  care  for  greares. — P.  Bbown. 

Blagdon  Iiake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  July  28 : — On  July  23,  Mr.  R.  J.  Box,  one 
trout,  41b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Leonard  Taylor,  two,  41b.  I2oz. 
and  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  F.  Harrison,  one,  2lb.  8oz.  On 
July  24,  Mr.  Leonid  Taylor,  one,  41b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 


F.  Harrison,  two,  2Ib.  12oz.  and  21b.  lOoz;  Mr,  C. 

G.  Hill,  three,  21b.  Soz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and  1  lb.  12oz. 
On  July  25,  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one,  4lb.  14oz.  On 
J uly  26,  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one,  41b.  14oz.  On  July  27, 
Mr.  E.  H.  Clarke,  one,  31b.  12oz.  On  July  28,  Mr. 
E.  H.  Clarke,  two,  41b.  14oz.  and  41b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  F. 
Harrison,  one,  21b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one, 
1  lb.  Soz. — Donald  Carr 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterboaoh).— During  the 
week,  mid  day,  hot  in  the  extreme,  then  all  class  of 
fish  are  lazy,  anglers  have  been  scorched,  only  then 
a  few  fish  creeled  ;  water  still  holds  a  good  colour,  in 
the  early  morning  to  10,  then  from  5  p.m.  Bream 
have  been  bad,  mostly  from  1  lb.  to  2ilb.,  a  nice  lot 
then.  Roach,  some  days  a  few  had,  evenings  better 
sport,  largest  fish  1  Jib.  Perch  have  shown  up  well, 
from  Jib.  to  IJlb.  Rain  would  improve  sport.  All 
free  water.  Baits:  White  Wheat,  Hrandling 
Worm. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Distriot). — Fishing  still  re- 
mains very  bad  ;  the  water  is  low  and  fine,  and 
"  takes  "  have  been  very  small.  At  the  moment 
of  writing  there  seems  a  likelihood  of  rain,  and  a 
spate  would  be  most  welcome.  The  stream  is  more 
or  less  a  series  of  pools,  and  there  ia  a  very  great 
absence  of  peal  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Small 
baskets  have  been  obtained  by  Messrs.  Distin, 
Revell,  Full,  ToUit,  and  J.  Edmunds. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  little  rain  that  has 
fallen  has  not  had  much  effect  on  the  Taw  and 
Torridge,  which  are  still  very  low.  On  July  27, 
several  good  catches  were  made.  The  Carey  has 
not  yielded  good  sport,  although  there  are  plenty 
of  trout  in  the  stream.  One  or  two  fine 
fish  have  been  captured  in  Blagdon  Lake. 
Considerable  discussion  haa  been  aroused  from  all 
parts  of  Devon  with  reference  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Dart  Board  of  Conservators  to  keep  down 
herons,  which  it  is  alleged  do  a  lot  of  damage 
among  small  trout. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  a  heavy  thunderstorm 
passed  over  the  distriot  on  Tuesday  last,  there  has 
been  only  meagre  improvement  in  the  outlook  for 
the  week.  The  smaller  streams  have  been  some- 
what freshened.  One  or  two  anglers  have  plied 
the  rod,  but  catches  generally  have  only  been  poor. 
Sea  angling  continues  to  provide  excellent  sport  in 
the  offing,  where  there  are  now  numerous  votaries 
each  day.  Several  parties  have  had  exceptionally 
remunerative  sport  amongst  gurnet  and  whiting, 
catches  averaging  three  to  four  score  per  boat,  the 
aggregate  on  July  30  being  about  twenty  score,  and 
on  J  uly  3 1  fifteen  score.  From  the  piers  and  quays 
there  is  a  conspicuous  improvement  regarding  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  the  takes. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i— Frequenters  to  the 
Exe  and  tributaries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Exeter 
have  not  been  out  in  their  usual  numbers  owing  to 
the  exceptionally  low  state  of  the  water,  only  early 
morning  and  evening  visits  being  rewarded  with 
success ;  only  the  deep  pools  under  shaded  banks 
have  provided  any  sport.  In  private  water  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn  and  friend,  on  Monday,  secured  three  perch 
and  some  eels,  best  two  perch  1  lb.  9oz.  and 
1  lb.  4oz.  respectively.  In  the  canal  some  perch, 
roach,  and  a  few  tench  have  been  caught.  Grayling 
are  much  in  evidence  in  the  Exe.  Sea-fishing,  with 
the  exception  of  some  large  mackerel  and  a  few 
bass  (boat  fishing),  has  been  very  indifferent. 
Exmouth  Dock  is  full  of  fine  mullet.  Rain  is 
badly  needed. — Red  Palmer.  , 

I>ea  and  Tributaries.  —  The  heavy  rain  of 
J  uly  27  greatly  benefited  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries, 
and  sport  has  been  better  since.  Many  anglers 
have  met  with  nice  takes  of  roach  and  dace  at  Ware, 
Hertford,  Rye  House,  and  Hoddesdon,  two  rods  at 
the  last-named  resort  accounting  for  over  201b.  of 
roach  on  the  day  of  the  storm.  Perch  and  pike 
fishing  opened  on  August  2.  It  is  reported  that 
pollution  has  found  its  way  into  the  Stort  in  the 
Bishop's  Stortford  district,  with  the  result  that 
many  coarse  fish,  principally  roach  and  pike,  have 
been  destroyed. — Izaak  Walton, 

Itugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  streams 
low  and  clear,  angling  quiet  during  the  day.  Rain 
has  threatened  and  commenced  to  fall  on 
Wednesday,  and  will  improve  sport.  The  fish  have 
been  fpeding  at  the  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and  some 
very  good  fish  were  landed  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh). — Lack  of  rain  still 
deprives  angling  of  much  of  the  ordinary  sport 
when  the  climatic  conditions  are  more  favour- 
able than  at  the  present,  for  we  are  now  very 
badly  in  need  of  some  refreshing  showers  to 
brighten  up  matters  generally.  The  predominant 
catches  of  the  past  week  have  been  roach,  of  which 
some  good  baskets  have  been  taken.  The  annual 
matches  of  the  Peterborough  Angling  Association 
came  off  on  July  26  and  28,  about  forty  members 
competing  each  day.  The  results  were  fairly 
successful. — E.  A.  T. 

Otter  (BndleifiTh  Balterton),— Fly  fishing  has 
been  very  slack  for  the  last  week.  The  late  evening 
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is  the  only  time  when  a  little  fun  may  be  hoped  for, 
and  even  then  trout  of  late  have  sported  very 
badly.  This  may  be  accounted  for  partly  from  the 
lowering,  threatening  weather  which  has  lately  pre- 
vailed. A  rod  on  the  RoUe  water  last  Saturday  night 
(July  28)  took  six  trout,  averaging  ^Ib.,  and  hooked 
and  lost  two  peal  of  about  1  lb.  each.  The  peal  are 
up — in  small  numbers,  at  any  rate — in  the  Rolle 
water,  but  they  seem  to  have  passed  through  the 
public  water  near  the  mouth.  They  are  constantly 
being  netted  in  the  mackerel  seines  close  to  the 
shore.    A  good  freshet  is  wanted. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Ferry).  —  The  river  here, 
although  weedy,  is  giving  fine  sport  in  the  reaches 
where  we  have  cut  the  weeds  and  made  good 
swims  for  customers,  and  some  real  good  bags;  of 
bream,  roach,  rudd  and  tench  have  been  had 
during  the  week.  Mr.  Baylift'e  had  some  fine 
tench  among  his  lot  of  mixed  fish  ;  they  went  well 
at  King's  bait,  which  I  have  never  known  them  do 
here  before,  his  best  fish  being  taken  on  it ;  and 
bream  are  just  coming  on  nicely,  largest  4 Jib 
during  the  week. — A.  Scabd. 

Onse  (HTixitiugdon). — Although  the  water  has 
not  improved  in  colour  and  the  floating  weeds  are 
still  a  great  nuisance  to  anglers  in  many  parts  of 
the  river,  yet  there  has  been  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  sport.  Bream  are  feeding  somewhat  freely 
at  night  and  early  morning,  whilst  the  roach  are 
taking  boiled  wheat  nicely,  and  rudd  are  still  in  a 
taking  humour  in  the  evenings. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Flymontli. — There  is  not  much  to  report  from 
any  of  the  rivers.  They  all  want  rain  badly.  The 
Tavy  has  been  giving  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
occasionally,  and  a  few  peal  have  been  taken. — 
William  Hearder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — 
Glorious  weather  has  been  experienced,  the  heat 
almost  tropical,  and  a  good  shower  would  be  most 
welcome  for  rivers  and  the  country  generally. 
Sport  has  been  good  in  most  districts.  Mr. 
Markwick  has  taken  some  nice  dace  from  the 
Ouse,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  pike  up  to 
ojlb.  Chub  of  2i\h.  and  roach  weighing  1  lb.  2oz. 
are  notified.  From  the  Cuckmere  Messrs.  F. 
Holmes,  F.  W.  King,  and  B.  Bowman  have  secured 
roach,  dace,  and  bream.  Messrs.  G.  King,  G. 
Hall,  C.  Kemphall,  and  A.  Snelgrove  have  had  good 
sport  on  the  Adur  with  roach  and  dace.  In  their 
match  with  the  Brighton  Anglers  at  Steyning  on 
July  30,  the  Wimble  ton  Anglers  were  victorious.  Chi- 
chester Canal  is  in  good  order  and  well  patronised, 
many  of  the  Goodwood  habitues  visiting  the  water- 
side. Fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  feeding  all  down 
the  water.  Pike  up  to  5Jlb.  have  been  taken,  but 
many  small  fish  are  destroyed  by  live  gorge.  Why 
do  not  the  council  put  a  stop  to  the  unfair 
fishing  ?  A  visitor  secured  about  20lb.  of  bream 
—  the  heaviest  3Jlb.  Small  fry  are  not 
feeding  well,  but  the  larger  roach  are  giving  sport. 
Some  fine  eels  have  been  taken,  some  few  of  31b. 
Harbour  fishing  is  worth  a  trial.  At  Dellquay 
recently  bass  up  to  11  lb.  were  taken  with  rod  and 
line,  and  the  smaller  fish  are  in  shoals,  and  any 
number  captured. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  running  very 
low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  Up  to 
Wednesday  the  weather  was  very  hot  and  fine. 
Rain  fell  on  Wednesday  and  should  improve  the 
prospects  of  sport.  During  the  past  week  the 
trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed  and  rising  at 
Black  Gnat,  Alder,  and  Pale  Blue.  Bottom  fishing 
with  wasp  grub  have  been  most  successful,  and  fish 
from  2ilb.  have  been  landed.  On  July  29,  about 
71b.  of  trout  were  taken  oS  Ludford  Bridge,  and 
several  fish  during  the  week.  In  the  Ledwyche 
good  trout  taken  bottom  fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Kivers. — At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Tyne  is 
running  a  little  better.  A  few  good  trout  have 
been  killed  on  the  North  Tyne.  One  rod,  on 
private  water,  on  July  31,  killed  eleven  good 
fish  on  minnow.  I  have  just  heard  from  the 
Tyne  federation  water  of  a  basket  of  nine  trout 
with  fly.  The  Coquet  is  in  good  order  ;  the  recent 
storm  has  put  about  a  foot  of  flood  in,  and  salmon 
are  making  the  best  of  it.  A  few  rods  on  the  hotel 
water  at  Weldon  Bridge  killed  a  few  trout  with 
fly.  Mr.  Hoyle,  of  Newcastle,  killed  a  fine  yellow 
trout  measuring  17J  inches,  scaling  over  21b.  Sea- 
fishing  continues  good,  and  mackerel  are  plentiful. 
Best  bait,  sand  worm  for  all-round  sea-fishing. — 
Henry  A.  Mctrton. 

Usk  (Usk). — There  has  been  no  salmon  or  trout 
angling  during  the  last  fortnight,  the  river  remain- 
ing in  an  extremely  low  condition.  Trout  are 
rising  a  little  in  the  evenings.  Rain  falling  heavily 
at  the  time  of  writing,  but  after  such  a  spell  of  dry 
weather,  it  would  take  a  week's  rain  to  rise  the 
river  sufficiently  to  be  of  any  benefit  to  the  salmon 
angler.— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — This  week  two  pike 
of  41b.  each  have  been  taken  on  lobworms,  bream  up 
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to  2Jlb.,  and  a  carp  of  51b.  One  angler  had  a  mixed 
bag  of  16Jlb.  on  July  29,  and  fi^h  are  feeding  better 
all  round. — H, 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  getting  low  and  clear,  the  Wye  especially 
so.  Fishing  has  been  at  a  discount,  and  sport  very 
moderate,  those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
Wye  only  securing  a  brace  or  two  each.  The  Der- 
went,  too,  is  not  affording  much  sport  to  those  who 
have  fished  it,  not  even  the  well-stocked  portions, 
such  as  the  Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  Fisheries 
(not  that  I  can  hear  of).  Similar  reports  from  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water ;  very  few  fish  on  the 
move.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water  has  fallen  short  of  last  week's  results  ; 
a  brace  or  two  have  been  taken  by  those  who  have 
fished  late  in  the  evening.  The  prospect  for  the 
next  few  days  is  fairly  good,  but  do  not  miss  the 
evening  rise.  Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun,  Red  and  Grey 
Quills,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
and  large  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Bumble,  with  moths 
for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  the  Yorkshire  streams  had  got 
very  low  and  clear,  but  thunderstorms  and  two 
or  three  hours'  rain  on  July  31  put  a  little 
fresh  water  in  all  our  streams ;  this  should 
improve  Bank  Holiday  prospects.  Up  to 
now  the  fish  have  not  been  doing  well, 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  only  a  few  brace 
of  trout  falling  to  each  rod,  the  best  baskets 
being  taken  with  fishing  the  worm  well  up- 
stream, also  the  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel 
Flight.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore 
bottom  fishermen  have  been  doing  well,  and  a 
lot  of  very  fine  eels  have  been  caught  during 
the  week  in  the  deeps.  A  fair  muster  of  anglers 
have  been  out  at  Boroughbridge,  and  nice  mixed 
baskets  have  been  taken.  The  Wharfe  was  low 
and  clear  up  to  July  31,  but  with  the  thunderstorm 
early  morning  the  river  rose  considerably,  which 
will  freshen  this  stream,  as  it  was  needed.  Sport 
on  this  stream  has  been  fairly  good  in  the  upper 
reaches,  particularly  at  Burnsall.  Messrs.  Slater, 
Merrall,  and  others  have  had  fine  catches  of  trout 
with  the  worm  fished  well  up-stream.  In  the 
length  at  Bolton  Woods  and  Ilkley  some  very 
nice  sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly.  In  the 
lower  reaches  a  fair  number  of  bottom  fishers 
have  been  out  at  Tadcaster  and  Ullerskelf ;  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  good  during  the  last  few 
days,  baskets  of  roach  and  dace,  ranging  from  61b.  to 
201b.  of  fish,  being  got  with  the  maggot.  The  other 
day  the  finest  catch  of  roach  was  shown  at  the  Robin 
Hood.  Messrs.  T.  Foxcrof  t  and  H.  Hill  landed  sixty 
fish  weighing  501b.,  which  were  in  splendid  condition, 
and  I  have  ^'reat  pleasure  in  sending  you  photo  if 
you  care  to  print  from  it,  knowing  it  will  interest 
the  holiday  anglers.  Amongst  the  catch  were  three 
perch,  the  rest  being  roach.  The  Nidd  has 
been  freshened  up,  sport  during  the  last  few 
days  being  only  moderate,  with  the  storm 
on  July  31  sport  should  improve.  The  other  day 
Mr.  J.  Child,  of  Bridlington,  and  friend  had  a 
couple  of  hours'  fishing  on  a  private  length  of  water, 
the  water  was  very  low  and  clear,  sport  was  good  ; 
amongst  their  catch  of  131b.  8|oz.  were  trout  of  1  lb. 
10o7..,  lib.  11  oz.,  lib.  11  oz.,  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  5|oz., 
lib.  9|oz.,  lib.  3ioz.,  lib.  Ijoz.,  lib.  OJoz  ,  lib. 
IJoz.,  all  being  caught  with  fishing  the  worm  well 
up-stream.  Fishing  at  Fewston  Reservoir  has  been 
followed  with  fair  success.  Mr.  H.  Grassham  had  a 
nice  catch  of  twelve  trout,  taken  with  wasp  grub  and 
maggot.  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley  had  two  fine  eels 
weighiLg  close  upon  21b.  a  piece.  Prospects  for 
the  holiday  are  fairly  good,  and  some  nice  sport 
should  be  met  with.  Best  flies,  Brown  Owl,  Poult 
Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Black  Midge. — John  E. 
Miller. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland  • — On  July 

23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  on  Cama,  forty  trout, 
131b.  ;  Mr.  Conochar,  on  Cama,  forty-four,  151b. ; 
Messrs.  Reid  and  Ramsbottom,  on  Veyatie,  twenty, 
I5^\h.  On  July  24,  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Veyatie, 
twenty-two,  821b.  ;  Messrs.  Conochar  and  Rams- 
bottom, onUrigill,  sixty-one,  18|lb. ;  Capt.  Robert- 
son Reid,  on  Cama,  thirteen.  15lb. ;  Mr.  Todd,  on 
Cama,  fifteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Scott,  on  Cama,  thirty- 
three,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Thompson,  on  Cama,  twenty, 
8^1b.  On  July  25,  Messrs.  Conochar  and  Rams- 
bottom, on  Boarlan,  eighteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Cordner 
and  Miss  Williams,  on  Urigill,  thirty-five,  lOJlb. 
On  July  2C,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Urigill,  twenty,  81b.  ; 
Professor  Burkitt  and  Sir  M.  Pollock,  on  Cama, 
thirty-five,  111b.;  Messrs.  Conochar  and  Rams- 
bottom, on  Cama,  forty-seven,  151b.  On  July  27, 
Mr.  Cordner  and  Mi^s  Williams,  on  Cama,  thirty-six, 
121b. ;  Capt.  Robertson  Reid,  on  Cama,  thirteen, 
141b.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Cordner  and  Miss  Williams, 
on  Veyatie,  forty,  17ilb.  ;  Professor  Burkitt  and 
Sir  M.  Pollock,  on  Cama,  twenty-four,  lO^lb. — 
John  McDonald. 

Awe. — Fishing  on  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  on 
July  24,  Major  Goold  Adams,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Thurlow,  one,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Mclntyre,  one,  71b.  On 
July  26,  Major  Goold  Adams,  grilse,  81b.,  and  three 
trout,  2^1b.  ;  Mr.  Mclntyre,  two  trout,  3Jlb.  On 
July  27,  Messrs.  Miller  and  Donald,  sea-trout,  171b. 
On  July  28,  Mr.  Donald,  salmon,  141b.— D.  Mac- 

DONALD. 

Beanly. — Notwithstanding  the  dry  weather  which 
prevailed  during  the  week,  Colonel  Salkeld  and  Mr. 
J.  BarnettGow,  who  fish  the  Home  and  Falls  Beat 
of  the  Beauly  on  alternate  days,  had  very  good 
sport,  landing  in  all  fifty- two  grilse,  weighing 
275Jlb.  The  following  are  the  details  : — 
July  23,  Colonel  Salkeld,  seven;  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow, 
four.  July  24.  Colonel  Salkeld,  four;  Mr.  J. 
B.  Gow,  nine.  July  25,  Colonel  Salkeld,  five;  Mr. 
J.  B.  Gow,  five.  July  26,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  four ; 
Colonel  Salkeld,  one.  July  27,  Colonel  Salkeld,  one  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  one.  July  28,  Mr.  J.  B.  Gow,  five ; 
Colonel  Salkeld,  six.  In  the  tidal  waters  some  nice 
baskets  of  sea- trout  were  had.  Lochs  Rosque, 
AcHANALT,  Luichart,  AND  Garve. — Some  good 
sport  was  had  during  the  week  on  the  above  four 
lochs,  fish  being  well  on  the  take. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  flooded 
condition  of  the  Esk  has  improved  the  fishing,  and 
her  ling  are  now  taking  freely.     In  the  Graham 
Arms    Water    in    the    lower    reaches,    Mr.  H. 
Foster,    Longtown,     had    three    sea-trout  and 
nine    herling,      A    Newcastle    angler    had  six 
herling  and   one  sea-trout   in  the  same  water  ; 
Mr.    D.    Dixon,    Longtown,   one    sea-trout  and 
a  few  herling ;  Mr.  Reid,  Arthuret,  has  had  both 
sea-trout  and  herling  on  Longtown  water;  Mr. 
McLellan  creeled  half  a  dozen  sea-trout  in  Netherby 
water,   and  in  the  water   above  Netherby  Mr. 
Elliston  had  two  sea-trout,  some  herling,  and  a  few 
yellow  trout;  Mr.  J.  Scott  caught  three  sea-trout, 
below  Longtown.     In    the  mid  reaches,  at  the 
commencement  of  the   double  water,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Robertson,  Edinburgh,  had  five  sea-trout  and  a 
number  of  herling  in  two  night  fishings.     Mr.  J. 
Brydon,  four  sea-trout  and  four  herling ;  Mr.  D. 
Little,  Canonbie,  five  sea-trout  and  ten  herling ;  Mr. 
G.  Murray  caught  five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Tom  Steele,  six 
sea-trout  and  ten  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  three  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Steele,  five  sea-trout  and  five  herling ;  Mr. 
W.  Jackson  had  a  like  number ;  Mr.  W.  Riddle,  five 
sea-trout  and  four  herling ;  Mr.  A.  Keen,  three  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  G.  Murray,  five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine, 
four  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  F.  Murray, 
four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  ten  herling  and 
one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  six  sea-trout  and 
some  herling  ;  Mr.   S.   McKune,    two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Wilson,  one  sea-trout 
and  six  herling;  Mr.  D.  Anderson,  two  sea- trout 
and  nine  herling ;    Mr.   J.  Mcintosh,  four  sea- 
trout  and  ten  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne,  four 
sea-trout  and  nine  herling ;   and  Mr.  D.  Cowan, 
one  sea-trout  and  seven  herling.    Some  nice  sea- 
trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  have  been  got  in 
the  Lyne,  below  Longtown,  close  by  Westlinton. 
Solway  sea-trout  fishing  is  almost  at  an  end, 
and  grilse  are  falling  off.    Autumn  salmon  are 
making     a     show,     but     the     nets     are  not 
doing  well.     In  Langholm  water  good  catches 
of  sea-trout  have  been  made  at  Glenfirra  and 
Skippers,  both  above  and  below  bridge.     Mr.  J. 
Morrison,    two  sea-trout,  Mr.  Weatherstone  had 
three  sea-trout,  Mr.  G.  Little  caught  two,  Mr.  D. 
Dalton  had  two  sea-trout  below  Skippers  Bridge, 
Mr.  J.  Irving  two  sea-trout  in  Burnfoot  water, 
above  Langholm ;  Mr.  J.  Strong  one  in  Langholm 
water  ;  Mr.  Thompson  caught  three  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Turnbull  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  A.  Jackson  had  three  sea-trout  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Glendinning  had  tliree  and 
Mr.  McMillan  two  sea- trout  below  Lansholm ;  T.  Mor- 
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rison,  five  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong,  three  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Borthwick  had  three  sea-trout  in  the  same 
water;  several  others  have  had  sea- trout  and  a  few 
herhng  in  Langholm  Water.  A  few  sea-trout  and 
herling  have  been  got  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
Liddle  Water.  In  Langholm  Water  of  the  Esk 
Mr.  J.  Turnbull  had  eight  herling  and  two  dozen 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  H.  Carboro  had  some 
herling. — G. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Sonth 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel,  on  July  16,  Dr. 
Dixon  had  on  the  Obbe  Loch,  one  salmon,  51b.  4oz., 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Ritchie  had  one  salmon,  41b.  12oz. 
On  July  23,  on  Loch  Steisevat,  Dr.  Dixon  had  one 
salmon,  51b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  Ritchie  had  one  salmon, 
71b.  2oz.  On  July  24,  on  the  same  loch.  Dr.  Dixon  had 
one  salmon,  61b.  4oz.  On  July  25,  Mr.  Ritchie,  on 
same  loch,  had  one  salmon,  91b.  12oz.  On  July  26, 
Mr.  Ritchie,  on  same  loch,  had  one  salmon,  51b.  14oz. 
On  July  28,  Mr.  Ritchie  had  two  salmon,  81b.  14oz., 
and  one  sea-trout,  21b.  4oz.  Dr.  Dixon,  on 
July  28,  on  Loch  Na  Caidlach,  had  seven  brown 
trout  weighing  31b.  12oz.  From  Finsbay,  on  July  27, 
Mr.  Coltart  had  seven  sea-trout,  4ib.  4oz. ;  on 
July  28,  Rev.  Mr.  Wells  had  nine  sea-trout,  41b.  8oz.; 
and  on  J uly  30,  Mr.  Wells  had  two  sea- trout,  1  lb. 
Weather  very  stormy,  and  lochs  only  fishable  for 
about  two  hours  each  day. — G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inclinadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  July  24, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  61b. ,  one 
salmon,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  on  Upper  Inver, 
one  sea-trout,  3^1b.  ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Loch  Awe, 
ten  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Killick,  on  Mid  Assynt,  nine 
trout,  4 Jib.  On  July  25,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  31b.  On  July  26,  Mr.  Thomson,  on 
Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  S.  Thomson,  on 
Gruagach,  seven  trout,  31b.,  one  salmon,  7 Jib. 
On  July  27,  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse, 
3Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Scott  and  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe, 
fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.-  Ivory,  on  Upper  Inver, 
fourteen  trout,  71b.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Ivory,  on 
Mid  Assynt,  nineteen  trout.  81b.  ;  Mr.  Stevenson, 
on  Loch  Awe,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  July  30,  Mi^^s 
Barclay,  on  Loch  Awe,  seven  trout,  31b.,  one  grilse, 
3J!b. ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve  trout, 
6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Moore,  on  Upper  Inver,  one  sea-trout, 
41b.  ;  Col.  Durant,  on  West  Assynt,  nine  trout,  6Jlb. 
— W.  Wallace. 

Lochinver  (Culag'  Hotel). — On  July  23,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Christie,  one  salmon,  241b.,  one  grilse,  61b., 
one  sea-trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  three  sea-trout, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennard,  one  salmon,  II  lb. ; 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Carter,  fourteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wortley,  one  salmon,  81b.  On  July  24, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wortley.  one  grilse,  61b.,  two  sea- trout, 
l^lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennard,  two  grilse,  31b.,  51b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  twelve  trout,  4Jlb.  On 
July  25,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  thirty-two  trout, 
101b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wortley,  one  salmon,  14lb., 
one  grilse,  5JIb. ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Carter,  twenty-one 
trout.  6Jlb.  •'  Capt.  Macleod,  ten  trout,  3JIb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marshall,  one  salmon.  Sib.  On  July  26, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everitt,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  Capt. 
Macleod,  one  salmon,  81b.,  one  sea-trout,  31b. ; 
Capt.  and  Mrs.  Carter,  twenty-two  trout,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  H.  W.  Christie,  one  salmon,  7  fib. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marshall,  one  salmon,  7  Jib.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wortley,  seven  trout,  21b.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Marshall, 
fourteen  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  one 
salmon,  7^1b.,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Capt.  Macleod,  three 
sea- trout,  2|lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  W.  Christie,  one  grilse,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wortley  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennard, 
thirty -six  trout,  111b.;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Carter, 
thirteen  trout,  5^lh. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Iiocli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  sultry  and  unsettled. 
Heavy  rain  is  wanted,  as  the  water  is  getting 
rather  clear  for  sport.  Sport  continues  to  be  fairly 
satisfactory.  Eleven  members  of  the  Kinross 
Club  captured  with  fly  forty-seven  trout,  421b.  8oz. 
Prize  winners :  First,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  ten 
trout,  101b.  14oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Howey, 
six  trout,  51b.  8oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris, 
21b.  7oz.  The  same  number  of  rods  at  the  Edin- 
burgh Breadalbane  Club  had  fifty  trout,  41  lb.  3oz. 
First,  Mr.  A.  Hunter,  ten  trout,  7lb.  12oz.  ;  second, 
Mr.  D.  Stewart,  seven  trout,  61b.  13oz.  Six 
members  of  the  Edinburgh  Cockburn  Club  had 
a  catch  of  sixteen  trout,  141b.  First,  Mr.  D. 
Fisher,  four  trout,  31b.  7oz.  Twelve  com- 
petitors at  the  Edinburgh  Walton  Club  took 
thirty-one  trout,  281b.  14oz.  First,  Mr.  R.  Turnbull, 
six  trout,  51b.  lloz.,  heaviest  trout,  21b.  5oz. 
Private  parties  had  sport  as  follows:  Mr.  Grant 
and  Mr.  Feathers,  Dundee,  sixteen  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Middlemass,  Edinburgh,  sixteen  trout,  1 1  lb. ; 
Mr.  Michie  and  Mr.  Mackay,  Nottingham,  eleven 
trout,  111b.  8oz..  and  ten  trout,  91b.  Soz. ;  Mr. 
Stott,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  thirteen  trout,  131b. ; 
Mr.  G.  K.  Smith,  Dundee,  twelve  trout,  141b., 
twenty  trout,  191b.,  and  thirteen  trout,  131b.,  and 
twenty-eight  trout,  231b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  H.  Smith, 
Dundee,  ten  trout,  71b.,  and  twenty-one  trout. 


161b. ;  Mr.  Steill,  Comrie,  ten  trout,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Dickson,  Edinburgh,  ten  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Mr.  McLeish 
and  friend,  Dundee,  in  the  evening  had 
nineteen  trout,  191b.  2oz.  Their  heaviest  trout 
weighed  31b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Harley,  Kirkcaldy,  out  two 
hours  in  the  evening,  had  fourteen  trout,  1 1  lb.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  McGregor  Thornton  (evening)  six  trout,  81b.  ; 
Mr.  Mitchell,  Dundee,  seventeen  trout,  141b  ;  Dr. 
Watson,  in  the  afternoon,  ten  trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Hunter 
and  Mr.  Harley.  Kirkcaldy,  twenty-three  trout, 
181b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  "j.  Roberts,  Dunblane,  and  Mr.  H. 
Roberts,  Galashiels,  fourteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Montgomery  and  Mr.  Alexander,  Kirkintilloch, 
eleven  trout,  11  lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  McDonald,  Alloa,  and 
Rev.  Wm.  Findlay,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  161b. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland.— A  terrific  thunderstorm 
accompanied  by  heavy  rains  passed  over  the  North 
of  Scotland  on  Tuesday.  The  Dee  was  in  full 
spate,  and  the  Don  was  reported  rising  when  this 
left.  Never  was  rain  more  welcome,  and  seldom 
has  it  come  more  opportunely.  Angling  prospects 
have  been  vastly  enhanced.  On  the  Fife  Arms 
Braemar  waters.  Lord  and  Lady  Pirie,  the  Duchess 
de  Bassano,  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Duncan  are  having  good  sport,  but  hitherto  the 
waters  have  been  too  low  and  clear.  Mr.  J.  R. 
Heaven  and  his  son,  the  Count  de  Arelano,  have 
been  on  the  Forest  of  Birse  waters,  and  got  one  or 
two  salmon  and  grilse,  while  Capt.  Dick  Farquhar, 
R.N.,  Mr.  Forbes,  Aberdeen,  and  others  have  been 
fairly  successful  ontheDess,  Carlogie,  and  adjoining 
sections.  On  the  tidal  reaches  anglers  are  getting 
from  six  to  one  dozen  trout.  Don. — With  the 
present  rains  a  rise  is  confidently  anticipated. 
The  Aberdeen  Trout  Anglers  finished  their  season 
on  the  Balbithans  section  on  Tuesday.  They  have 
not  had  the  most  favourable  weather  during  their 
tenancy,  but  otherwise  a  fairly  good  season  has 
been  enjoyed.  On  the  Monymusk  waters,  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Smith  had  good  baskets  on  Monday 
last.  The  tidal  anglers  are  creeling  81b.  to  101b.  of 
sea-trout  and  finnock  daily.  Ythan. — The  show 
of  finnock  and  sea-trout  in  the  estuary  is  highly 
gratifying.  Baskets  of  101b.  are  about  the  average. 
— G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel). — On  July  14,  Messrs. 
A.  and  F.  Treeby,  twenty-one  trout,  ISJlb.  ;  Dr. 
and  Miss  Broughton,  twenty,  101b.  On  July  16, 
Admiral  Prothero,  twelve,  7^'b. ;  Messrs.  P.  B.  and 
A.  B.  Simons,  eight,  6|lb. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Broughton, 
seventeen,  12Jlb. ;  Messrs.  A.  and  F.  Treeby,  seven, 
51b.  On  July  17,  Messrs.  P.  B.  and  A.  B.  Simons, 
eight,  71b. ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Broughton  (two  hours' 
fishing),  seven,  3 Jib.  On  July  18,  Messrs.  P.  B.  and 
A.  B.  Simons,  eight,  51b. ;  Messrs.  A.  and  F.  Treeby, 
nine,  5lb.  On  July  17,  Admiral  Prothero,  twelve, 
7 Jib.  On  July  18,  Admiral  A.  W.  R.  Prothero, 
nineteen,  141b. — John  Spence. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  These  rivers  are  now 
getting  low  and  clear  and  most  suitable  for  the 
night  fly.  A  fine  common  yellow  trout  was  taken 
in  the  lower  Annan  with  fly  on  July  31  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Wright,  Ednam,  Annan.  He  was  fishing  with 
rather  fine  tackle.  Its  weight  was  7Jlb.  when 
weighed  on  the  following  morning,  its  length  being 
26in.,  girth  14jin.  The  trout  rose  to  a  fly  dressed 
by  Mr.  John  Jackson,  Dumfries.  Several  large 
trout  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken  with  the  same  fly, 
a  rich  brown  turkey  wing  Indian  crow  trail,  black 
and  yellow  seals  fur  with  black  red  hackle.  It  is 
called  "  Jackson's  Special,"  and  well  worthy  of  the 
name.  The  Annan. — A  considerable  number  of  her- 
ling have  been  ascending  this  river,  but  the  repeated 
small  floods  last  week  kept  them  migrating  to  the 
higher  waters.  On  the  night  of  July  31  Mr.  James 
Dixon  landed  ten  out  of  the  Brewery  stream.  Mr. 
James  Baxter  had  thirteen  herling  with  worm 
bait  on  July  27,  and  he  had  also  a  sea-trout  of 
IJlb.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  a  similar  basket, 
Mr.  J.  Loudon  had  three,  Mr.  W.  Thomson, 
one  sea-trout  at  Galabank;  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson 
took  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  P.  Anderson  three 
herling,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Carruthers  four ;  Mrs.  Pasley- 
Dirour  two  sea-trout  and  several_^herling,  and  Mr. 
Dirour  had  a  similar  basket.  A  few  odd  sea-trout 
and  herling  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  Hoddom 
Castle  water,  as  also  on  Castlemilk  portion. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — Several  runs  of  herling  have 
come  on  since  last  week's  report,  but  sport,  never- 
theless, has  not  been  of  much  account  in  any  of 
the  diHerent  stretches.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — 
Sport  has  not  been  of  much  account,  though  a 
number  of  sea-trout  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dees  and  some  of  the  stretches 
of  the  Gatehouse  Fleet.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — Looh  Doon,  of  Dalmellington,  is 
furnishing  the  chief  sport  in  Ayrshire  this  week, 
and  baskets  of  thirty  yellow  trout  per  day  have 
been  made  by  anglers  out  from  the  Eglinton 
Hotel. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  [Aberlour). — During  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  very  mild  and  warm,  and  the 


river  is  still  very  low.  Fishing  on  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  in  the  Boat  and  Rhynd  pools,  Captain 
Edward  York  landed  five  grilse,  weighing  25 Jib., 
heaviest  fish,  5 Jib. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  the  very  low 
water,  sport  has  fallen  off  very  considerably,  very 
few  anglers  being  met  with.  Grilse  are  also  difficult 
to  land.  On  Tulchan  water  last  week,  Mr. 
McCorquodale  and  party  had  a  dozen  fish  only 
to  their  credit.  His  lease  has  almost  expired. 
From  the  Carron  water,  on  July  25,  Mr.  Grant, 
fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  and  from  the  Knock- 
ando  water,  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Hankey  had  one 
of  5Jlb.  ;  while  from  the  Carron  House  water,  on 
July  26,  Mr.  S.  W.  H.  Grant  had  a  salmon  of 
151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb.,  and  on  the  following 
day  a  grilse  of  41b.  On  the  Easter  Elchies  water, 
on  July  31,  Mr.  Wm.  Craik's  fisherman  had  a  grilse 
of  5lb.,  and  on  the  Arndilly  water,  on  July  30,  Sir 
David  Barr  had  three  grilse  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b. 
respectively,  and  on  July  31  another  three,  of  51b„ 
51b.,  and  71b.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
July  30,  Mr.  N.  G.  Harding  landed  three  grilse  of 
from  4lb.  to  61b.  each,  and  from  the  Delfur  water, 
on  August  1,  a  salmon  was  landed. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  July  23,  Messrs.  Morrison, 
thirty-nine  trout,  181b.  ;  on  July  28,  Mr.  List  and 
son,  on  Craggie,  had  161b.,  two  salmon  weighing  71b. 
— M.  Macinnes. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel).  —  On  July  23, 
Messrs.  McJannet  and  Small,  Oxford,  on  Loch 
Ob'lochan,  three  trout,  3Jlb.  On  July  24,  Messrs. 
McJannet,  Ducat,  and  Carrington,  Oxford,  on  Loch 
Long,  nineteen,  1 1  lb.  ;  Mr.  Condie,  Leith,  on  Ulla- 
pool river,  twenty,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  McCaskill,  Leith,  on 
Ullapool  river,  twenty-nine,  lOJlb.  On  July  27, 
Messrs.  Ducat  and  McJannet,  on  Hill  Loch,  fifty, 
201b.  On  July  28,  Mr.  Frank  Cunlifte-Owen, 
Loughborough,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  ten,  61b. — Geo. 
Morrison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Showers  of  rain  fell  over 
the  watersheds  of  the  Moyola,  Ballinderry,  Black- 
water,  and  the  other  rivers  that  discharge  into  the 
lake,  after  which  enough  fresh  water  reached  these 
rivers  as  produced  a  freshet  of  a  few  inches.  The  dis- 
charge over  the  bar  at  Toome  was  so  much  increased 
that  the  main  river  ceased  being  reduced  during 
the  week,  and  grilse  passed  over  the  weirs  at  Caron- 
roe  and  Movanagher,  a  few  reaching  the  shallows 
at  Portglenone,  where  they  are  resting.  The  largest 
catch  recorded  for  many  years  during  the  closing 
days  of  July  was  obtained,  fifty-eight  salmon  and 
grilse  having  been  landed  on  two  sections.  The  run 
of  grilse  continues  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  these 
take  the  shrimp  freely,  the  fly  accounting  for 
a  small  proportion.  Lord  Shaftesbury  has  caught, 
at  Caronroe,  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  Colonel 
Chichester,  twenty  -  six  salmon  and  grilse  from 
4Jlb.  to  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  McCorry,  eighteen  ranging 
from  61b.  to  1 1  lb.  At  Kilrea,  Dr.  Clements  landed  two 
grilse  of  51b.  and  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one  of  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Craig,  two  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Heg- 
garty,  throe  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  71b.,  and  four  salmon 
of  81b.,  91b.,  11  lb.,  and  131b.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Unfortunately  there  is  no 
improvement  to  record  in  river  fishing,  which,  on 
the  majority  of  the  rivers,  has  been  suspended 
practically  for  some  time. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  Hon.  F.  H. 
May  and  his  brother.  Dr.  G.  May,  landed  forty-five 
trout,  weighing  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb.  on  the  above 
river  on  July  28. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).  —  Both 
waters  are  still  too  low.  Rain,  however,  is  falling, 
and  prospects  are  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Bast  Tyrone  Kivers. — The  Tyrone  Blackwater 
and  the  Ballinderry  are  very  much  in  need  of  a 
good  spate  to  flush  them  out,  and'  revive  sport, 
which  has  been  very  poor  on  both  for  a  long 
period. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
following  salmon  were  captured  on  the  Erne  during 
the  past  week : — Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson,  four  salmon, 
weighing  from  5lb.  to  1 1  lb.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Helm,  one 
of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Lea,  one  of  161b.  ;  Mr.  Watts,  one  of 
71b.  ;  Dr.  G.  May,  two  of  161b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  E. 
Calvert,  three  of  71b.,  91b.  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  L.  Ellis, 
four  weighing  from  61b.  to  81b.,  and  Mr.  Jenkins  also 
landed  several  salmon. — M.  Roqan  &  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  July  25  to  July  31: — Capt.  Macgowan,  on 
July  25,  three,  51b.,  5 Jib.,  7 Jib.  ;  on  July  26,  three, 
4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  SJlb. ;  on  July  27,  ten,  61b.,  51b.,  61b., 
5Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  61b.,  5jlb. ;  on  July  28, 
five,  6Jlb.,  71b.,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb. ;  on  July  30,  four, 
61b.,  10!b.,  61b.,  5Jlb. ;  on  July  31,  six,  51b.,  6Jlb., 
5Jlb.,  lljlb.,  5Jlb.,  61b.;  total,  thirty-one,  1  96Jlb. 
Mr.  Dobson,  on  July  25,  four,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
6Jlb. ;  on  July  26,  three,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  6jlb.  ;  on 
July  27,  nine,  lOJlb.,  7Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
41b.,  7Jlb.,  61b. ;  on  July  28,  six,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  6|lb., 
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41b.,  ll^lb.,  151b.;  on  July  30,  four,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb., 
6Jlb.,  61b.  ;  on  July  31,  six,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  6lb., 
81b.,  91b. ;  total,  thirty-two,  2071b.  Capt.  Davi-j, 
on  July  25,  three,  61b.,  91b..  61b.  Mrs.  Hallett,  on 
July  25,  two,  41b.,  5lb.  Mr.  Hallett,  on  July  25, 
one,  91b.  Major  Chearnley,  on  July  27,  five,  5 Jib., 
7Jlb.,  51b.,71b.,6Jlb. ;  on  July  30,  four,  5lb.,  81b.,  5lb., 
7itb.  ;  on  July  31,  five,  5Jlb.,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  7Jlb.,  61b. ; 
total,  fourteen,  90Jlb.  Lieut.  Chearnley,  on  July  27, 
three,  6Ib.,  7Jlb.,5|lb.  Mr.  Herring,  on  July  28,  one, 
71b.;  on  July  30,  four,  8Jlb.,  11  Jib.,  51b.,  51b.;  on 
July  31,  two,  91b.,  5Jlb. ;  total,  seven,  Sljlb. 
Major  Moir,  on  July  28,  one,  7Jlb.  ;  on  July  30, 
one,  8Jlb.  ;  on  July  31,  two,  4Jlb.,  61b.  ;  total,  four, 
25Jlb.  Capt.  Gibson,  on  July  30,  three,  61b.,  lljlb., 
8Jlb.  ;  on  July  31,  five,  5|lb.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  4|lb., 
5|lb ;  total,  eight,  501b.  Mrs.  Gibson,  on  July  30, 
two,  lOJlb.,  5Jlb.  ;  on  July  31,  six,  8Jlb..  81b., 
5jlb.,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.  ;  total,  eight,  53Ib.  Totals: 
— July  25,  twelve;  July  26,  six;  July  27,  twenty- 
seven  ;  July  28,  fourteen ;  July  30,  twenty-two ; 
July  31,  thirty-two.  Total  for  the  six  days: — 113. 
— W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Glencar  (co.  Kerry).  —  Caragh.  River  in  high 
flood  just  at  present;  prospects  of  sport  good  for 
the  coming  week.  On  the  hotel  waters.  Captain 
Verschoyle  had  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  July  23  ;  General 
Tarrant,  one,  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  D.  Brien,  one,  51b.,  on 
July  28  ;  and  Mr.  Wathley,  one,  4Jlb  ,  on  July  30, 
on  the  hotel  lakes.  Fifteen  dozen  brown  trout  were 
taken  during  the  week. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Water  is  now  in  nice 
order,  plenty  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  all  parts  of  the 
river,  sport  for  some  time  should  be  good.  Mr.  J. 
Barry  had  three  salmon,  121b.,  81b.  and  5Ib.  on 
July  29,  on  Williams  Hotel  Water  (Macroom). — W. 
Haynes  &  Son. 

Lon^h  Cnrrane,  eto^  (Waterville  oo.  Eersy;. — 
Sport  has  been  good  on  all  days  that  anglers  were 
able  to  go  out,  the  takes  running  from  five  to  sixteen 
sea-trout  daily  to  each  boat,  with  about  five  brown 
trout  each  in  addition. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Mr.  E.  Carter,  Mr.  F.  Young,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Skinner.  Mr.  Carter,  in  nine  days,  creeled 
forty-eight  trout,  weighing  58Jlb. ;  fifteen  were 
caught  on  troll,  weighing  16Jlb.,  and  thirty-five  on 
artificial  fly,  weighing  42|lb.  Mr.  Skinner,  pike 
fishing,  best  pike,  18|lb.  Mr.  Young,  on  July  28, 
seven  trout,  weighing  7^1b.,  on  artificial  fly.  Good 
baskets  were  taken  on  July  28  on  the  dap  with 
Daddy  Long-legs  and  Harry  mixed. — P.  S. 

Loughs  UEask  and  Corrilo  (Cloubar), — Anglers 
fishing  these  lakes  are  getting  fair  sport.  Angling 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  on  July  17,  Mrs.  Buxton 
had  one  trout,  1  lb.  13oz.  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  two, 
21b  9oz.  (best,  lib.  13cz.).  July  18,  very  stormy, 
no  fishing.  On  July  19,  Col.  Ruxton,  one,  1  lb. ; 
Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  six,  7|lb.  (best,  1  lb.  14oz.) ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Buckly,  three,  61b.  (best,  3flb.).  On 
July  20,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  two,  4Jlb.  (best, 
2Jlb.);  Mrs.  Buckly,  one.  21b.  6oz.  ;  Rev.  E.  R. 
Tarbuck,  two,  1  lb.  4oz.  On  July  21,  Col.  Ruxton, 
one,  4ilb.  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  six,  61b.  (best, 
IJlb.).  On  July  23,  Mr.  Wheeler,  two  pike,  26flb. 
(best,  19Jlb.);  Col.  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  five  trout, 
51b.  14oz.  (best,  lib.  12oz.);  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck, 
six,  5ib.  On  July  24,  Col.  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  six, 
61b.  7oz.  (best,  21b.  12oz.);  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck, 
seven,  9Jlb.,  gillaroo,  2|lb ;  Mr.  Wheeler,  three, 
31b.  2oz.  (best,  1  lb.  4oz.).— G.  A.  [Received  too 
late  for  insertion  last  week.]  The  Daddy  has  now 
taken  the  place  of  the  May  Fly,  which  is  now 
practically  over  on  both  loughs.  The  anglers 
fishing  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are  fully  satisfird 
with  the  sport  obtained.  On  July  27  Col.  and  Mrs. 
Ruxton  had  eight  trout,  61b.  9oz. ;  best,  1  lb.  6oz. 
Mr.  Wheeler,  three  trout,  51b.  3oz.,  best  gillaroo, 
31b.  2oz.  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  one  trout,  1  lb. 
July  28. — Col.  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  seven  trout,  7 Jib., 
best  21b.  ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  nine  trout,  ll|lb., 
best  gillaroo,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Wheeler,  six  trout,  71b., 
best  2ilb.  July  29.— Mr.  Wheeler,  five  trout,  51b.  ; 
July  30.— Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  three  trout,  21b. 
14oz. ;  Mrs.  Ruxton,  one  trout,  fib.  ;  Mr.  Wheeler, 
one  trout,  1  lb.,  one  pike,  51b.  July  31. — Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  three  trout,  61b.  6oz.,  best,  4Jlb. ; 
Rev.  E.  R.  Tarbuck,  four  trout,  3Jlb.,  best,  lib.  2oz.  ; 
Mr.  Wheeler,  eight  trout,  101b.,  best,  21b.  ;  Captain 
Pollard,  two  trout,  21b. — G.  A. 

Lough  MelviUi — A  change  of  weather  at  time  of 
writing  has  taken  place,  and  the  much-needed  rain 
has  been  falling  heavily  at  intervals  during  the  last 
day  or  two,  the  anglers  out  fishing  the  lake  from 
Garrison, Kinlough,  Bundoran,  etc. ,  took  nice  catches 
of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  during  the  past  week, 
and  now  that  a  change  of  weather  has  taken  place 
sport  at  time  of  writing  is  first-rate  amongst  the 
trout ;  Mr.  W.  Grimes  took  three  trout  of  41b.,  2Jlb., 
and  21b.  trolling  on  July  27. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  good  on  favourable  days  on  these 
waters.— T.  J.  D. 


Moy,  Longha  Coan  and  Cnllen  (Balllna,  oo. 
BCayo). — A  freshet  in  the  river  would  be  wanted  to 
improve  angling.  Mr.  C.  K.  Darnell  and  Mrs. 
Darnell,  seven  grilse,  371b. ;  and  Mrs.  Darnell 
lost  a  big  fish  after  close  on  an  hour's  play, 
taking  her  right  through  the  dock;  Mr.  W. 
Deane,  and  Mrs.  W.  Deane,  nine  grilse,  481b. ; 
Capt.  B.  Lynch,  four  grilse,  221b. ;  Mr.  C.  Parker, 
seven  grilse,  381b. ;  Master  C.  Scroope,  five  grilse, 
271b. ;  Mr.  J.  Garvey,  four  grilse,  24lb.  Sea-trout 
anglers  are  getting  very  good  baskets.  Some  trout 
have  been  got  on  the  loughs  ;  Lough  Talt  fished 
well. — Pat  Heabns. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sport  on 
the  lakes  of  the  Rosses  is  of  a  mediocre  character, 
the  weather  not  being  very  favourable. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
has  been  good  amongst  sea-trout,  especially  on 
Lough  Naiska.  On  Cloonaglin  Lake  and  Derrana 
Lake  sport  has  also  been  good  at  brown  trout,  and 
also  fairly  good  at  sea-trout. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (July  26). — I  drove  over  one  afternoon 
lately  to  see  what  things  looked  like  on  the  Stock- 
alper  in  this  warm  weather.  It  was  rather  dull 
and  not  so  cool  as  the  last  day  I  was  there,  being 
calmer,  so  I  did  not  care  to  stay  long.  The  water 
was  not  too  high,  of  a  transparent  grayish  tint, 
partly  derived  from  infiltration  from  the  dirty 
Rhone,  now  in  flood  and  washing  high  up  along  its 
levies.  I  saw  very  few  independent  rises,  but  often 
heard  the  hasty  flop  of  a  frog  springing  from  the 
bank,  and  noticed  one  small  snake  swimming  to 
the  further  side.  Having  found  large  sizeable 
Little  Chaps  effective,  a  whole  cast  of  them  was  put 
up,  which  were  soon  attended  to.  Then  an  under- 
sized trout  was  taken  and  returned,  and  next  I  had 
an  interview  with  a  lively  pounder,  which  arrived. 
A  little  further  on  a  larger  one  apparently  took  the 
top  dropper  catapult  fashion,  and  snapped  off  this 
and  the  rest  of  the  cast,  necessitating  a  change, 
which  was  made  to  the  usual  Coch-y-Bondhu  and 
Red  Palmer,  with  a  cross  between  a  Little  Chap 
and  the  Bete  which  I  sent  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
the  other  day.  After  a  few  more  inconclusive  rises, 
as  it  was  growing  late  for  dinner,  I  left  off,  and 
enjoyed  the  country  drive  home  through  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Rhone.  Aug.  2. — Since  my  last,  a 
night  and  day  of  rain,  followed  by  calm,  oppressive 
heat  by  the  time  the  flood  had  gone  down,  pre- 
vented most  efforts  to  fish  in  the  Rhone  valley. 
One  of  our  champion  anglers,  however,  tried  it  for 
part  of  a  day,  but  found  the  water  so  thick  and 
dirty  at  Chessel,  in  consequence  of  the  leakage 
from  the  Rhoae  at  Vouvery  sluice,  that  he  was 
fain  to  go  up  higher,  and  not  until  he  had  got  to 
the  reaches  near  the  Pont  de  Marais  was  it  fit  to 
fish.  Here  the  water  was  quite  clear,  but'  weed 
beds  in  the  stream  were  nearly  a  foot  over  the 
surface,  and  the  reeds  along  the  banks  too  high  to 
recover  one's  Ime  effectually ;  so  after  taking  a 
couple  of  trout  he  left  off  early,  securing  a  seat  in 
the  diligence  from  Vouvery  to  Villeneuve.  The 
best  time  for  fishing  now  is  after  the  limit  allowed 
by  the  ticket,  namaly,  8  p.m.,  but  it  soon  gets 
da:  k.  I  taike  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Eatoa  for  the  interesting  information 
regarding  Osmylus  fulvicephalus,  Scopoli,  of  which  I 
hope  to  hear  again  as  a  useful  and  attractive 
sub  tantial  lure,  quite  the  size  of  your  illustration 
in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette. — Benwyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Deal. — The  weather  of  late  has  been  fine  and 
warm,  and  visitors  are  patronising  the  town  well, 
and  some  good  takes  of  fine  flatfish  and  large 
pouting  have  been  landed  from  the  mud  bank.  A 
local  tradesman,  fishing  in  a  small  boat  by  himself 
on  July  29,  took  twenty-four  flatfish,  sixteen 
weighing  11  lb.  Should  any  angler  desire  this 
kind  of  fishing  it  is  best  to  provide  himself  with 
small  hooks  and  fine  gut  with  trace,  as  this  kind  of 
tackle  is  best  on  sand  and  mud  banks.  Bait  used, 
lugworm. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

jJeal  (the  j.^ier>. — Very  little  has  recently  been 
done  by  bottom  fishers,  but  pollack  anglers  have 
had  a  fair  amount  of  success,  especially  during  the 
last  three  days.  On  July  27,  Messrs.  Sexton,  Philp, 
and  Nickels  creeled  a  nice  lot  of  pollack,  but  very 
much  lacking  in  size.  On  July  28,  Miss  Morgan, 
Mrs.  Johnson,  and  Messrs.  Baker,  Johnson,Gus  Elen, 
Morgan,  Band,  Ribbons,  and  several  others  obtained 
lair  sport,  Mrs.  Johnson  being  especially  pleased  with 
her  first  pollack.  Mr.  Glen  made  a  fair  bag  of  dabs 
on  the  following  day  ;  and  Mr.  Whatley,  Mr.  San- 
chester,  and  Mr.  Gus  Elen  experienced  a  fair  amount 
of  sport,  the  last-named  gentleman  being  especially 
proud  of  his  catch  of  four  pollack.  Mrs.  Puckridge, 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Clapp,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Morgan, 
Mr.  Nickels,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress,  Mr.  Hume,  Mr. 
Puckridge,  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  Mr.  Turner,  and  others 


fished  with  poor  results  on  July  30,  the  water  on 
that  day  being  very  clear,  and  a  very  strong  sun- 
light prevailing  all  day.  The  fishing  on  July  31  wa^^ 
exceptionally  poor  all  day,  but  just  after  sunset 
about  a  score  of  pollack  were  taken,  six  of  which 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Nickels.  Mr.  Turner  had 
four  pollack  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  but  the 
fishing  later  in  the  day  proved  very  unsatisfactory, 
though  Mr.  T.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Philp  each  made 
very  fine  catches  of  pollack. — J.  Richard.son 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Fensance. — Some  good  catches: — Mr.  Wheeler, 
B.S.A.S.,  on  July  27,  six  conger,  four  pollack,  five 
pouting,  sixty  bream,  etc. ;  Mr.  Ashby,  B.S.A.S., 
on  July  31,  six  large  pollack,  six  pouting,  three 
bream,  two  wrasse,  one  ling ;  C.  Barnes,  boatman 
(one  catch),  thirty-nine  pollack  (71b.  to  131b. 
average),  ten  conger  (101b.  to  201b.),  twelve  bream, 
thirty  sploshers,  ten  large  mackerel ;  two  boatmen, 
all  night  fishing  on  July  30,  on  hand-lines,  landed 
forty  pollack  and  over  2cwt.  of  conger  ;  self  and 
Boatman  Taylor  (two  catches),  twenty-one  pollack 
(average  about  71b.),  six  pouting,  fourteen  bream, 
two  wrasse,  two  haddock,  three  conger,  one  toper. 
Pier  fishing,  fair  sport  with  pollack,  chad,  and 
mackerel.  Weather  too  rough  to-day  (August  1)  for 
boats  to  go  out,  but  hope  for  good  reports  when  it 
moderates. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  and  tides  last  week 
were  both  in  favour  of  the  fisherman,  and  some 
very  good  sport  has  been  obtained.  Mackerel  have 
been  caught  both  at  anchor  and  whiffing,  but  not 
in  great  numbers.  Pollack  have  been  very  plentiful, 
taking  the  red  india-rubber  sand-eel  freely  both  in 
the  Sound  and  at  the  back  of  the  Breakwater.  Some 
fine  bass  have  been  caught  with  the  rod,  especially 
from  off  the  Devil's  Point  and  up  the  Hamoaze. 
The  usual  pouting  fishing  is  in  full  swing,  also  the 
mullet  are  on  the  feed  again  at  the  Great  Western 
Docks  at  Millbay.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  the 
month  include  bass,  surmullet,  conger,  eel,  herring, 
anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack,  hake,  tub,  piper,  red 
gurnard,  wrasses  in  general,  breams  in  general, 
sharp-nose  ray,  thornback,  skate,  homelyn,  ray, 
atherine  (smelt),  mullet,  salmon,  peal,  trout,  sole, 
flounder,  plaice,  dab,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot, 
brill,  dory,  scad,  and  launce. — William  Hearder. 

Weymouth. — Sport  is  anything  but  brisk, 
although  some  good  catches  of  mackerel  are  still 
reported.  Pollack  and  bass  are  stiU  plentiful  round 
by  the  breakwater,  one  angler  taking  eight  bass, 
weight  141b.,  on  July  28.  Harbour  fishing  is  rather 
slack  this  week  owing  to  the  neap  tides,  but  a  few 
nice  pollack  are  being  taken  in  the  evenings. 
Some  large  pouting  are  being  caught  by  the 
Torpedo  Range,  weighing  over  1  lb.  each,  Mr. 
Fudge,  a  local  angler,  having  about  one  dozen  in 
one  evening.  Prospects  for  the  holiday  are  good 
and  with  better  tides  I  hope  to  hear  of  better 
baskets. — Chas.  J,  Rossell  (W.A.A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  members  met  on  Wednesday  last  to  resume 
consideration  of  the  all-important  question — 
"  Holiday  Sea  Fishing — Where  to  Go." 

Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  occupied  the  business 
chair.  Reports  from  over  forty  of  the  society's 
stations  in  some  detail  were  read,  with  records 
of  catches  by  members  and  others.  Yorkshire  coast 
still  improving.  South  of  England  good.  Devon- 
shire and  Cornwall  coming  on  well.  Welsh 
Coast  and  Isle  of  Man  in  full  swing.  West 
Coast  of  Scotland :  The  bad  weather  all  the 
early  season  had  sadly  interfered  with  the  sport. 
Ireland :  Reports  from  these  stations  good, 
but  yet  early  for  the  best  results.  Mackerel  still 
being  taken  everywhere,  affording  excellent  sport. 

Mr.  Harvey  Maoleay,  at  Deal,  had  a  record 
take — 100  brace  of  dabs.  A  member  fishing  at 
Amberley,  above  Littlehampton,  had  good  takes 
of  grey  mullet,  that  brackish  water  haunter. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  writing  from  Penzance,  reported 
good  takes  of  bream  (had  forty-seven  of  about  21b. 
each).  A  member  at  Pembroke,  good  takes  of 
conger  up  to  221b.  (Icwt.  his  best  night's  work).  At 
Brighton,  Mr.  Waller  and  his  friend  had  a  mixed 
bag  (301b.  of  nine  kinds).  Mr.  Mallett,  three  days 
at  Southwick,  dabs,  three  score,  be.sides  plaice, 
mackerel  and  skate.  Dab  fishing  ail  the  season 
likely  to  be  good. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  gave  an  interesting 
risumi  of  the  members'  exhibit  of  rods  and  tackle, 
drawing  special  attention  to  the  specialising  that 
was  going  on  in  their  production.  Each  kind  of 
fish  was  really  developing  a  special  set  of  tackle  for 
its  capture.  His  remarks  were  well  received  by 
the  members  present.  Mr.  Hobrow  confirmed 
sententiously.  For  each  fish,  its  proper  rod  and  gear. 

Mr,  Hubert  Bass  was  heartily  welcomed  as  he 
assumed  the  social  chair.  Mr.  Pickup  repeated  his 
remarks  o  last  week  as  to  the  special  advantages 


92 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  4,  1906 


to  be  obtained  by  fishino;  the  Welsh  coast  and 
the  Isle  of  Man,  the  locale  thi-!  year  of  th  i 
committee  club  competition.  Three  of  the 
specialised  fish — bass,  pollack,  and  mackerel — were, 
as  their  reports  from  over  fifty  stations  fully 
testified,  being  now  taken  there  in  plenty.  He 
strongly  urged  using  this  district  during  the 
ensuing  holidays. 

As  to  Ireland,  he  needed  not  to  say  anything  about 
Ballyeotton.  That  case  was  a  proven  one,  and  the 
annual  contingent  of  members  proceeding  there 
would  doubtless  add  to  the  society's  record  of  the 
capture  of 'monster  fish.  But  Ballyeotton  was  not  all 
Ireland,  all  the  way  up  the  west  coast  there  were 
numerous  good  stations.  He  especially  drew  at 
tention  to  the  very  complete  guide  to  "  Donegal  and 
its  Lakes  and  Sea  Fisheries,"  a  most  ably-written 
book,  full  of  exact  information, and  with  its  thorough 
series  of  maps  and  most  perfect  illustrations, 
altogether  a  most  admirably  written,  printed, 
and  published  book.  Many  further  places  were 
described  and  borne  witness  to,  and  the  result  of 
the  two  evenings'  discussions  apparently  left  little 
to  be  said.  But  the  coasts  have  certainly  not  yet 
been  exhausted.  Next  year  will  certainly  produce 
fresh  knowledge,  while  none  of  the  ancient  records 
are  lost 

It  was  announced  that  the  society's  rooms  would, 
as  usual,  be  closed  from  Aug.  4  to  Aug.  12.  There 
would  be  no  meeting  next  Wednesday.  On  Aug.  15 
Mr.  J.  H.  Boyton  would  read  a  paper,  "  Flat  Fish 
— A  Nature  Study." 

The  customary  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  the 
toast  of  the  B.S.A.S.  terminated  the  meeting. 

H.  P. 


^offings       f^c  iSJa^. 

Now  came  fulfilment      the  year's  desire. 
The  tall  wheat,  colour  d  by  the  August  fire. 
Grew  heavy-headed,  dreading  its  decay, 
And  blacker  grew  the  elm-trees  day  by  day. 
With  peach  and  apricots  the  garden-wall 
Was  odorous  and  the  pears  began  to  fall. 

— Wm.  Morris. 


A  Fine  Catch  or  Roach. 
Mr.  John  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  sends  the  follow- 
ing information,  as  also  a  fine  photograph  of  the 
capturers  and  the  captured:  "  Messrs  T.  Foxcroft, 
president  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers. 
Leeds,  and  H.  Hill,  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Club,  had  the  fine  catch  of  sixty  fish,  weighing 
501b.,  caught  with  maggot  and  paste,  on  July  25, 
1906,  at  Walton  Hall  Lake,  Wakefield." 


RoACJi  Fishing  at  Brandon  is,  says  Mr.  W.  E. 
Ungless,  who  is  spending  a  fortnight's  holiday 
there,  "looking  up  !  "  Glad  to  hear  it,  Willie  ;  save 
a  few  for  me,  as  I  hope  to  fish  some  of  your 
favourite  swims  very  shortly.  On  July  21,  fishing 
from  Bridge  House  garden,  he  took  14Ib.  ;  July  22, 
ICpb. ;  July  23,  211b.  Fishing  one  day  with  Mr. 
Buckenham  on  the  Wissey,  at  Stoke  Ferry,  fifty- 
four  good  fish  were  taken.  Another  day,  at 
Brandon  (with  Mr.  Reginald  Hutt)  fourteen  perch, 
all  over  1  lb.,  largest  2|lb.,  and  on  the  28th,  twelve 
perch,  16|lb.,  and  two  jack.  The  latter  were  taken 
on  Messrs.  Carter's  "Wagtail"  Spinners. 


The  offices  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
Fetter-lane,  were  closed  on  August  3  till  Monday, 
August  13.  The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  August  15. 


The  August  outing  of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  at  Southend  pier  on  August  19. 
Members  may,  if  they  so  desire,  enter  the  festival 
competition  being  held  there  on  that  day. 


I  AM  informed  by  a  member  of  the  Lychnobite 
A.S.  that  a  large  number  of  dead  fish  in  the  River 
Stort  are  coming  down  from  the  Harlow  direction. 
I  also  understand  that  there  is  a  large  chemical 
sewage  works  at  or  near  Harlow,  and  I  am  thinking 
that  this  may  be  in  some  way  or  other  the  cause  of 
it.  I  have  no  definite  information  beyond  this,  but 
hope  to  hear  that  things  are  not  so  bad  as  stated. 


The  Advantages  of  Fine  Tackle. 
Friend  Tom  writes  : — "  Dear  Dragnet, — One 
evening  last  week  I  went  to  the  Lea,  and  caught 
four  roach,  two  over  1  lb.  each,  one  over  fib.,  and 
one  over  |lb.,  between  5.20  and  8.30  p.m.,  and 
numerous  anglers  were  fishing  on  both  sides  of  me, 
within  20  yards,  who  did  not  take  a  fish  among  the 
lot.  These  roach  were  taken^with  a  No.  19  hook  (as 
per  sample  enclosed)  without  the  aid  of  a  landing- 


net,  and  I  lost  several  on  acooimt  of  the  hook  being 
so  very  small,  but  I  had  no  other  roach  hooks  with 
mo,  except  No.  12,  and  when  I  tried  one  of  these  I 
did  not  get  a  touch.  What  I  want  to  emphasise  is 
this — how  a  few  really  good  fish  can  be  caught  under 
the  most  unfavourable  conditions  with  tackle  just 
suited  for  catching  sticklebacks,  when  the  tackle 
usually  employed  is  utterly  useless,  with  the  river 
low  and  fine  as  white  wine." 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Oakeshott  (whose  loss  of  tackle  at  Penton 
Hook  is  recorded  in  another  column)  was  fishing  for 
roach  with  a  No.  12  hook,  and  landed  a  jack  of 
2ilb.— -a  gentle  was  the  lure.  "  What  bait  shall  we 
use?  "is  a  difficult  question  to  answer.  To  take 
roach  with  coke  and  tobacco  is  not  an  uncommon 
occiu-rence,  or  big  eels  with  the  Zulu  Fly.  But  here 
is  another — 

»  »  ♦  ♦ 

Curious  Capture  op  an  Eel. 

Mr.  John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  writes: 
"  While  fishing  on  July  29  at  Corbally  for  pike  an 
angler  had  the  luck  to  capture  an  eel  of  51b.  on  a 
spoon-bait.  As  we  have  not  previously  heard  of  an 
eel  being  taken  on  a  spoon-bait,  we  thought  the 
matter  .might  be  of  interest  to  your  readers."  [It 
is  interesting,  Mr.  John.  A  large  eel  recently  suc- 
cumbed to  a  fly;  now  they  are  being  brought  up 
by  the  spoon.] 


To  Izaak  Walton. 
Ah  Voice  of  thee  !  whispering  through  the  years, 
Voice  of  strange  quiet  and  sweet  rest  ! 
Of  thee,  now  immortal  among  the  seors  ' 
Of  human  kind  from  east  to  west. 
The  onward  centuries  have  blithely  sung. 
And  o'er  thy  grave  have  flowers  flung. 

Yestreen,  I  heard  thy  Voice  !  'twas  of  the  streams, 

The  woods  and  flowers  by  the  way  ; 

And  led  hy  thee  through  my  own  vivid  dreams, 

I  loitered  tlirough  the  long,  warm  day, 

'Mid  bird-lipped  waters  and  tall  languid  trees. 

And  grasses  bowing  to  the  breeze. 

Thus  musing  with  thee  hand  in  hand,  I  fell 
Unwarned  on  the  grass,  and  slept ; 
And  in  new  dreams  as  from  some  charmed  sea-shell 
I  heard  thy  Voice,  murmurous,  soft,  and  low. 
Deep  yearnful  as  with  lover's  woe. 

And  sudden  waking  in  my  summer  sleep, 

I  found  me  cold  with  list'ning  long  ; 

While  by  me  passed  with  wild,  nocturnal  sweep, 

Birds,  whose  tliroats  had  ne'er  given  song. 

The  sun  had  set,  and  all  the  vast  stood  still 

In  dark,  stupendous,  cosmic  thrill. 

Afar  in  night  I  heard  no  word  from  thee, 
Thy  Voice  with  summer  sun  had  fled. 
Perhaps  to  speak  beyond  my  island  sea 
With  men  whose  hearts  are  to  thee  wed  ; 
For  thou  art  born  of  sun,  and  human  breast. 
And  art  to  earth  a  fragrant  guest. 

— Robert  Macgeegor. 


'■  C.  W."  may  stain  gut  a  dark  blue  by  immersing 
it  in  Stephens'  blue  ink.  To  preserve  baits  the 
best  preparation  is  formalin — a  five  per  cent, 
solution — say,  one  spoonful  of  formalin  to  twenty 
of  water.  It  may  be  obtained  of  the  Formalin 
Company,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.G.  This  is 
standardised,  and  contains  forty  per  cent,  of  formic 
aldehyde. 

*  *  *  * 

The  following  has  appeared  several  times  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  it  may  bear  repeating  :  "  Tho- 
roughly clean  the  baits  from  all  glut  (by  placing 
them  in  a  colander  and  allowing  the  water  to  run 
freely  over  them  from  the  tap,  mixing  them  well 
with  very  clean  hands).  Have  readj'  a  clean,  wide- 
mouthed  bottle ;  place,  say,  three  dozen  in  it, 
then  add  as  much  water  so  as  to  merely  cover  them, 
adding  a  teaspoonful  of  formalin.  After  lying  in 
this  for  two  or  three  days  only,  take  them  out  and 
wipe  them  with  a  dry  cloth ;  again  clean  bottle  and 
place  minnows  with  same  quantity  of  water  and 
one  half-teaspoonful,  sealing  up  bottle  airtight  with 
wax." 


Summer  Ice. 
Every  year  London  imports  on  an  average 
300,000  tons  of  ice  from  Norway  alone,  says 
GasseWs  Saturday  Journal.  There  is  one  English 
provision  firm  who  pay  £30,000  a  year  for  cold 
storage.  In  the  summer  there  are  mansions  in  May- 
fair  which  consume  4cwt.  a  day,  but  this,  of  course, 
means  that  a  large  private  kitchen  is  kept,  and  that 
tjiere  is  a  constant  succession  of  guests  it  dinners 
and  parties.  Americans,  wherever  they  travel,  ice 
everything.  They  like  ice  outsids  and  in.  They  ice 
their  water,  and  they  ice  their  champagne.  They 
ice  a  hundred  drinks,  from  "  Corpse  Reviver  "  to  I 


"  Widow's  Joy,"  and  they  ico  their  bedrooms.  A 
London  hotel  catering  for  American  guests  has  to 
keep  enough  ice  to  freeze  a  small  lake. 


jIn  a  recent  number  I  quoted  an  interesting 
account  by  "  Quibbon"  in  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette 
on  the  natural  history  of  the  mackerel.  A  corre- 
spondent, writing  from  Chichester,  says  : — "  Men- 
tion is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  mackerel  is  a  deep- 
sea  fish,  and  does  not  come  near  the  shore.  About 
here  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  at  this  time  of  the 
year  mackerel  do  come  near  the  shore,  and  very 
near  the  limit  of  the  water-mark.  Thousands  and 
thousands  have  been  caught  in  the  seine  nets, 
which  are  managed  by  one  man  on  the  shore  with 
a  grass  warp  of  from  80  to  100  fathoms  long, 
which  extends  from  him  to  the  boat  riding  at  anchor, 
and  which  is,  of  course,  fastened  to  the  seine  net 
made  up  ready  on  the^boat's  stern  sheet. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Four  men  usually  form  the  crew,  and  the  three 
in  the  boat  are  as  busy  as  the  fourth  on  the  shore, 
looking  for  fish  passing  between  them.  When  seen, 
the  mackerel  are  caught  by  the  boat  being  rowed 
in  a  circling  course  ahead  of  the  fish,  as  fast  as  the 
rowers  can  pull  in  shore.  Two  of  the  men  jump  out 
on  the  boat  touching  the  sands  and  start  hauling  their 
warp,  or  net,  as  the  case  may  be.  The  man  in  the 
boat  makes  that  safe  a  little  waj'^  off,  and,  this  done, 
goes  to  help  the  man  who  was  on  the  shore  at  first. 
Soon  both  warps  are  in  and  the  net  shows  as  a 
rough  semicircle,  with  the  shore  for  diameter. 
This  gets  smaller  and  smaller,  and  at  last  it  is 
hauled  clean  out  of  the  water  on  to  the  sand  or 
shingle,  and  then  one  can  see  the  mackerel,  and,  of 
course,  other  odd  fish  of  sorts,  high  and  dry. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Then  as  to  the  mackerel  fry.  I  have  several 
times  in  various  years  seen  the  water  literally 
teeming  with  the  tiny  mackerel  at  the  end  of  August 
and  beginning  of  September.  With  them  has  always 
been  a  vast  quantity  of  garfish  fry,  and  it  was  these 
latter  jumping,  skipping,  sportive  little  fellows  that 
first  made  me  investigate  the  Imee-deep  water  of 
tliis  our  Bracklesham  Bay,  which  lies  between 
Selsea  and  HayUng.  I  took  a  strand  shrimping  ' 
net  and  pushed  among  them,  and  caught  nothing 
time  after  time,  and  then,  not  to  be  beaten,  got  out 
the  boat  and  small  seine,  and  made  a  shoot  round 
and  through  them.  Still  nothing  but  a  small 
dogfish  or  two  and  a  fine  sting-ray.  I  then  varied 
my  pla  i,  and  shot  the  net  once  more,  telling  my 
sons  to  race  it  ashore  when  well  set. 

*  *  *  *  ' 
"  This  they  did,  and  I  followed  the  bimt  cork 

with  the  shrimp  net  close  up,  and  then  I  had  my 
reward,  and  there  was  a  heap  of  tiny  mackerel  fry, 
none  more  than  2in.  long,  and  the  garfish  not  more 
than  3in.  or  4in.  long.  You  may  be  sure  that  not 
many  were  destroyed,  and  if  the  mature  fish  are 
handsome,  the  tiny  fish  are  doubly  so.  If  I  can 
this  autumn  I  will  try  and  send  you  some  in  spirit. 
This  bay  is  a  grand  one  for  fish  breeding,  and  at 
times  there  are  thousands  of  tiny  soles,  brill,  turbot, 
plaice,  and  skate  here  in  the  summer  and  early 
autumn,  and  are  many  times  caught  in  the  shrimp 
net  in  the  shallows.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  trawlers 
run  in  so  close  to  shore  in  the  nights  of  autumn,  as 
many  thousands  of  immature  fish  of  the  above- 
named  varieties  are,  of  course,  caught  and  killed. 
I  saw  three  boats  not  six  hundred  yards  from  neap 
tide  mark  trawling  last  year." 


Seaside  Pitches. 
Only  a  few  years  ago,  says  CasselVs  Sat  irday 
J ournal,  the  sands  were  free  to  niggers,  cheap  jacks, 
ice-cream  merchants,  and  all  thereat;  now  every 
mother's  son  of  them  has  to  pay  rent.  Stands  for 
musicians,  free  till  somebody,  in  endeavouring  to 
work  a  "  corner,"  voluntarily  offered  to  pay  a  rent  for 
them,  and  so  opened  the  eyes  of  seaside  corporations, 
now  fetch  £50  and  upwards  for  the  season.  For  a 
ring  at  Yarmouth,  two  or  three  years  back,  £70  was 
paid,  and  the  price  has  gone  up  since,  while  two 
troups  of  pierrots  are  said  to  give  the  corporation  of 
a  certain  resort  on  the  north-east  coast  no  less  than 
£400  for  the  privilege  of  occupying  a  few  square 
yards  of  the  foreshore  during  the  season.  Other 
"pitches"  are  now  let  at  commensurately  high 
rates.  At  Blackpool,  one  of  the  towns  where  such 
sites  are  allotted  by  auction,  a  small  one — that  is, 
for  an  ice-cream  barrow — fetches  £70  or  £75  for  the 
season  ;  and  at  Yarmouth  this  year  even  a  ventrilo- 
quist will  pay  32r.  6d.  per  week  for  his  "  pitch," 
though  a  Punch-and-Judy  man  has  got  his  stand 
for  half  a  guinea  weekly. 


The  Mick  is  out  of  town,  but  wires :  "  Shall  not 
be  back  till  I  return,  which  Oi  expect  will  be  Wed- 
nesday next,  if  not  before  or  afther  I  " 

Dbagnet. 
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Specialities  for  Summer  Angling. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 


The  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  Fly  Rod, 


LATEST  TESTIMONIAL. 

"  I  have  sent  you  one  of  your  Multum  Trout  Eods  to  varnish,  The  best 
I  have  ever  seen."  Rev.  P.  S. 

"  FEATHERWEIGHT"  Roach  Rod. 

12  to  14  ft.,   very   lig^ht,   in  3  or  4  joints,   X2/6  each. 

RECENT  TESTIMONIAL  RECEIVED. 

Gt.  George  Street,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 
"  A  friend  of  mine  has  just  shown  me  one  of  your  Featherweight  Eoach  Rods. 
I  am  highly  pleased  with  it,  and  kindly  desire  you  to  forward  me  a  similar  Rod 
soon  as  possible.    I  enclose  12s.  &d.  for  same."  J.  C. 


The  "TEWKESBURY"  Roach  and 
Bream  Rod. 

10  to  13  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  beautifully  balanced,  10/6  to  each. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Leicester,  July  23,  1906. 
"  The  Roach  Rod  you  made  is  quite  satisfactory.    Balance  and  spring  A  1, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  painstaking,  and  skilful  way  you  followed  my 

order."    J-.-il-r..ii..     itt     tt  T,r 


Yours  faithfully,  W.  H.  W. 


FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2/-  doz. 

All  Angeling  Requisites.  Catalogrues  Free. 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

30/-i  14  ft.,  32/-,   These  Eods  are  made  siitable  for  Fly,  Umnow,  ov  VoVm  ' 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE," 

9V^o'^i°'T;S"t^'^'i2'''."f^,"'i^i"'™^,•J.  '"»"•"  «'""8>-  tenomj.  mil  «o»h«a  • 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


yi/AQE'DC  Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-. 
■"**^^'**^J  pair  Guaranteed. 


Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


BROGUES,  'P'tr\aW;Vogu"ltaT  25/-.''  '™ 

See  oup  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

,  HEWCASTLE-OH-TYNE. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  BEADY. 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  One  for  last  year. 

ALSO   J  VST  PUBLISHED. 


n 


"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4|d.  post  free. 

WRITE  FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY. 

IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO  DO  SO. 


ONLY  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"Halcyon,  Leeds. 


Telejirams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  NE WARK-ON-TRENT. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods ,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  Worldm 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E.I. 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check, 
aluminium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout. 

3  in.  3J  in.  4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 


ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts. 


Easy  to  row. 


Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "  Insa  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Kods,  from  H  ozs.  and  upwards 
introduced  by  the  tlrm  this  year. 

The  Angler jvhoJiasJiOT^ 

Ftdl  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishingi Tackle  post  free  on  application. 
ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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ppovifleial  flflglliig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  chief  topic  of  the  clubs  this  week  is  the 
meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  the  members  of  the  Board  [who  have 
championed  the  cause  of  the  coarse  fishermen  have 
BO  far  been  defeated,  but  it  still  remains  for  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  to  sanction  the  new  bye-law. 
The  whole  of  the  angling  associations  who  are 
interested  in  the  Severn  will,  without  a  doubt,  do 
all  that  they  can  to  protect  the  coarse  fish  in  the 
river.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  seem  to  think  that  the 
river  was  only  made  for  salmon  and  trout, 
and  that  ,the  common  coarse  fish  are  a  nuisance. 
As  long  as  the  Severn  remains  it  will  be  impossible 
to  clear  the  river  of  the  coarse  fish.  The  coarse 
fishermen,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  would  be  only  too 
pleased  to  take  out  a  licence  for  coarse  fishing,  pro- 
viding that  the  Board  would  look  to  their  interests. 
As  the  matter  now  stands  it  would  be  advisable  for 
the  Board  and  the  riparian  owners  to  be  consulted, 
and,  if  possible,  arrangements  be  made  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  coarse  fish.  I  wish  to 
say  that  the  whole  of  the  angling  associations  who 
are  interested  in  Severn  will  not  allow  the  new  bye- 
law  to  come  into  force  without  a  very  strong 
opposition.  Some  very  good  catches  of  fish,  chiefly 
roach,  have  been  taken  from  some  of  the  private 
pools  near  to  Kingsbury,  and  at  Drayton  Manor 
sport  has  been  good.  With  the  recent  rain  the 
whole  of  our  rivers  have  been  very  much  benefited, 
and  the  takes  of  fish  have  been  over  the  average. 
Bream  fishing  on  the  Avon  is  now  at  its  best. 
Sport  on  the  Severn  and  Trent  has  been  quiet. 
Several  contests  have  been  fished  on  the  Severn 
by  a  number  of  clubs,  but  the  catcher  have 
been  very  small.  On  the  evening  of  July  27  the 
prize  distribution  took  place  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms,  Smithfield,  in  connection  with  our  A.B  S. 
A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and  the  vocal 
abilities  of  the  artistes  engaged  were  very  much 
appreciated. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  are  giving  better  sport  than  for  some 
years.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  With  am  and 
Dogdyke  have  furnished  some  remarkably  good 
fishing.  Some  rods  have  creeled  as  much  as  301b. 
of  roach,  creed  wheat  being  the  bait.  The  minor 
drains  are  suSering  somewhat  for  want  of  rain. 
The  Cowbridge  and  Hobhole  drains  in  the  Boston 
district  have  yielded  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
roach.  Anglers  are  making  good  bags  both  on  the 
Witham  and  Glen  amongst  the  bream.  Prospects 
of  sport  for  the  holidays  in  the  Fen  district  are 
most  favourable. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  River  Hull  is  now  about  at  its  best, 
and  the  river  is  in  very  fair  trim,  especially  in  the 
tidal  waters,  and  during  the  past  week  some  good 
specimen  fish  have  been  taken,  one  angler  fishing 
with  pearl  barley  securing  some  101b.  of  nice  roach 
above  Arram,  the  best  fish  scaling  1  lb.  lOoz.  ; 
at  Leven  Lock  several  good  bream  have  been 
taken ;  and  at  Beverley  Beckend  both  maggots 
and  worms  are  accounting  for  some  nice  fish, 
one  Beverley  angler  taking  eight  good  fish, 
the  best  scaling  a  little  over  31b.  Messrs.  T.  Barber, 
Geo.  Cheeseman,  and  R.  J.  Fetch  havS  also  secured 
bream  scaling  from  IJlb.  to  31b.  each  during  the 
week  in  this  locality.  Roach  are  now  fairly  well 
on  the  feed  at  Figham,  Wawne,  and  Cioey,  and 
with  paste  on  the  bottom  some  nice  catches 
are  being  made.  The  annual  members'  match  and 
challenge  cup  competitions  of  the  Hull  and  District 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  will  take  place 
atj  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  River  Ancholme,  on 
Monday,  two  steamboats  being  chartered  to  convey 
the  members  and  their  friends  from  Hull  to  the 
Sluice  on  the  day  in  question. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Again  only  a  moderate  week  can  be  recorded  in 
angling  circles  about  here.  For  one  thing  night 
fishing  for  brown  trout  is  now  a  long  way  on,  and 
although  it  is  by  no  means  at  an  end,  yet  when 
August  steps  in  one's  thoughts  naturally 
turn  to  day  fishing,  which  should  now 
run  from  moderate  to  good  to  the  end 
of  the  season.  A  few  good  brown  trout  are  being 
picked  up  on  the  Kent  below  Kendal,  the  best 
for  the  week  weighing  24oz.,  which  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Crossley.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Btreams  and  on  the  smaller  becks  day  fishing  is 


already  fairly  good,  and  will  improve  after  the 
next  "fresh,"  the  streams  at  present  being 
too  low  and  clear.  I  came  across  a  lot  of  some 
thirty  nice  beck  trout  early  in  the  week  that  had 
been  killed  in  the  Staveley  and  Cowanhead  reach 
of  the  Kent.  Amongst  the  sea-trout  nothing  very 
big  has  been  done  as  yet.  By  the  way,  I  hear  that 
there  is  a  capital  run  of  salmon  up  the  River  Leven. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  fishing  well,  and  the  same  is 
said  of  the  Lune,  but  from  the  Wyre  and  Ribble 
the  news  is  scarce.  The  village  of  Worsley  was 
invaded  on  July  28  by  hundreds  of  anglers  to 
take  part  in  the  testimonial  match  for  the 
benefit  of  Dick  Pendlebury.  It  is  to  be 
.  hoped  that  the  question  of  a  Benevolent  Fund  will 
be  revived  from  this  match.  Astley  will  be  a  busy- 
place  next  Saturday.  At  Liverpool  anglers  are  all 
expectation  for  the  coming  week,  and  the  same 
thing  exists  at  Warrington  and  Bolton.  At  all 
three  places  matches  are  the  leading  items. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  approaching  Bank  Holiday  is  the  leading 
item  of  interest,  and  in  anticipation  our  local  rods 
have  been  keeping  quiet.  The  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  visited  Northwioh  on  July  29,  and  fished  a 
match,  awarding  prizes  to  G.  iSonderman,  J. 
Nevitt,  J.  Walker,  W.  Cox,  J.  Newton,  J. 
Carter,  and  J.  Smith.  Sport  was  poor.  City 
rods,  writing  home  from  distant  waters,  do  not 
speak  in  glowing  terms  of  the  sport  obtained.  If 
the  present  season  does  not  see  a  lot  of  new  flies 
added  to  the  already  long  list  it  will  be  a  wonder, 
for  several  fancy  flies  have  been  written  home  for 
of  remarkable  dressings. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  continue  to  patronise  the  Trent  in  con- 
siderable force,  and  not  a  few  have  been  successful 
amongst  barbel,  though  no  very  large  individual 
catches  have  been  reported.  Perhaps  the  most 
fish  have  been  met  with  at  Colwick  Weir  Head  and 
in  the  waters  below  the  weir.  At  Averham  weirs 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  has 
taken  half  a  dozen,  and  fourteen  were  killed  by 
Mr.  J.  Truman  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson.  They  fell 
to  the  worm,  the  heaviest  weighing  6Jlb.  At 
Shardlow  barbelling  appears  to  have  been  quiet. 
Roach  anglers  have,  however,  fared  well  with  creed 
or  stewed  wheat.  On  July  28  Mr.  J.  H.  Birks 
(Wellington  Society)  creeled  over  fifty  handsome 
fish,  the  lot  weighing  40lb.  Mr.  E.  Charlton  and 
Mr.  A.  Bogue  also  scored  freely.  Mr.  A.  Higginson 
has  excelled  amongst  dace  and  chub  with  the  fly 
on  the  Clifton  reach,  and  a  brace  of  roach  landed 
by  Mr.  P.  Wilson,  jun.,  with  red  paste,  weighed 
1  lb.  8oz.  and  1  lb.  IO|^oz.  respectively — they  came 
out  of  the  Grantham  Canal.  The  City  Piscatorials 
engaged  in  a  match  at  Attenborough  on  the  after- 
noon of  July  28,  when  the  leading  prizes  were  won 
by  Messrs.  J.  Thompson,  E.  Lee,  E.  Winterbottom, 
and  R.  Bush.  The  silver  cup,  the  gift  of  Mr.  B. 
Halford,  J.P.,  was  not  won,  as  the  weight  of  limit 
was  not  reached  by  any  of  the  competitors. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  and  Teme  are  very  low  and  fine,  and 
in  some  parts  the  weeds  are  in  great  quantities  and 
interfere  with  sport.  Trout  fishing  has  not  been 
very  successful,  but  the  grayling  are  coming 
well  on  the  feed  and  have  given  capital  sport, 
and  have  enabled  several  anglers  to  show  a 
respectable  catch.  Some  good  trout  have  been 
taken  in  club  waters.  Mr.  M.  T.  Perks  had  four 
brace  of  beauties  on  July  30.  Other  members  did 
well  with  fly  and  maggot.  And  the  coarse  fisher- 
men have  had  capital  sport  among  the  roach, 
many  of  them  bringing  home  very  heavy  creels 
of  fine  fish.  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Barbourne  Brewery 
Club,  had  eighteen  very  fine  specimens,  and 
Thompson  and  Fletcher,  of  the  Working  Men's 
Club,  had  each  a  very  large  basket  of  fish,  others 
from  91b.  to  141b. — stewed  wheat  the  killing  bait. 
Great  preparations  for  Bank  Holiday  are  being 
made  by  the  various  clubs,  and,  should  the 
weather  be  fine,  all  the  rivers  will  be  extensively 
patronised  both  on  Sunday  and  Monday.  The 
Fountain  Club  have  their  two  contests  in  the  Avon 
at  Twyning  Fleet  on  July  5.  Many  friends  will 
accompany  them,  and  there  will  be  a  large 
gathering.  Roach  and  bream  are  now  giving 
much  improved  sport  in  this  river,  and  some 
very  large  eels  have  been  taken.  One  of  the 
Evesham  clubs  —  the  Golden  Heart  —  had  a 
three  hours'  contest  on  July  29,  and  had 
good  sport,  Mr.  H.  Yarnold  was  first  (21b.),  J. 
Hampton  second  (lib.  lloz.),  Geo.  Watkins  third 
(lib.  lOJoz.) — there  were  some  fine  fish  among 


them.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot,  but  the 
glass  is  going  down,  and  this  evening  (Wednesday) 
we  are  having  a  nice  steady  rain,  and  it  looks  like 
continuing,  and  will  freshen  up  the  streams. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  good  catches,  mostly  of  roach,  were'made 
by  members  of  the  Clifton  Angling  Club  on  the 
occasion  of  their  second  match  of  the  season 
at  Aldwark  on  Monday.  A  grand  catch  of 
71b.  13Joz ,  the  largest,  fell  to  Mr.  D.  Lang- 
staffe,  of  York  Amalgamation,  who  was  followed 
by  Mr.  A.  Edis,  41b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Edgar  Cooper, 
41b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  S.  W.  Usher,  31b.  12Joz. ;  Mr.  Jas. 
Webster,  31b.  4^oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  21b.  UJoz. ; 
Mr.  R.  Gowthorpe,  21b.  5^oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Simpson, 
21b.  IJoz.,  etc.  Mr.  Webster  had  a  fine  sample  o£ 
roach.  A  stiff  breeze  was  experienced  for  somo 
time,  which  made  the  water  choppy,  and  kept 
things  quiet  for  the  first  two  hours.  Eight 
clubs  competed  at  the  recent  Amalgamation 
sweepstakes  in  the  Ouse  at  Water  Fulford,  when 
Mr.  Langstaff  was  the  winner  with  21b.  lloz.;  Mr. 
Usher  (St.  Lawrence  Club)  was  second,  1  lb.  IJoz., 
and  Mr.  A.  Jonas  (Promenade)  third,  1  lb.  ^oz.  On 
that  occasion  as  well  as  at  the  Clifton  match  several 
fish  were  taken  under  6in.,  and  were  returned  to  the 
water.  Mr.  W.  Henderson  led  with  41b.  4Joz.  at  the 
Guildhall  Ward  first  match  at  Newton-on-Ouse.  The 
Fulford  Friendly  tried  the  waters  at  Thicket  Priory 
on  J uly  24,  and  had  an  enjoyable  day.  The  heat  and 
low  bright  water  rendered  the  catch  light ;  First, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Potts,  51b.  12oz.  Terry's  confectionery 
empZoj/f**  fished  their  second  match  at  West  Cotting- 
with  on  July  28.  when  J.  E  Clark  had  the  best  show. 
The  Affiliated  Working  Men's  A  S.  fished  for  Messrs. 
J.  Smith's  Cup  at  Wheldrake  Ings,  in  fiae  weather, 
on  July  28,  ten  clubs  taking  part.  The  catches 
ruled  very  small,  on  account  of  the  low  water  and 
the  dry  weather.  Fifty-two  of  the  seventy  com- 
petitors caught  fish.  Leeman-road  had  41b.  SJoz., 
Phoenix  41b.  2Joz  ,  St.  ^Lawrence  41b.  2oz.,  and 
Burton  Lane  3lb.  15^oz.  .The  largest  catch,  1  lb. 
13oz.,  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Hare,  of  the  latter  club. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  changeable  since 
last  notes.  On  a  couple  of  days  fishing  of  all 
kinds  was  brought  to  a  standstill  in  Munster  by 
strong  south-westerly  winds,  and  the  other  provinces 
fared  but  little  better.  Sea-trout  angling  has,  on 
the  other  hand,  gone  ahead  well,  and  big  baskets 
have  been  the  rule  on  the  Connaught  and  Kerry 
waters  that  hold  those  fish.  Sea-angling  has  been 
much  retarded  by  adverse  winds  and  generally  high 
seas.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  southern  and 
western  coast.  During  the  favourable  spells  some 
good  sport  was  had  at  pollack  along  the  Cork  and 
Kerry  shores.  Further  north  matters  have  fallen 
off,  though  nice  sport  at  various  fish  has  often  been 
had  on  the  Donegal  coast. 

North  of  Ibeland. 
All  over  this  province  the  rivers  are  suffering  from 
the  prolonged  lack  of  water.  The  drought  has 
practically  lasted  over  two  months,  for  the  little 
rain  that  did  fall  fell  in  such  a  way  that  it  con- 
ferred no  benefits  in  the  way  of  good  spates  or 
colouring  the  water.  The  flax- water  pest  is  in  the 
immediate  future,  and  under  the  present  conditions 
it  means  ruin  to  the  rivers.  The  large  volume  of  the 
Erne  and  the  Bann  saves  them  from  the  effects  of  the 
drought,  as  they  are  usually  in  the  best  form  when 
other  rivers  are  unfishable.  The  Erne  seems  to 
be  doing  very  well  judging  from  the  reports  from 
various  centres.  The  Faughan,  Roe,  and  other 
Londonderry  rivers  are  in  a  very  pitiable  state,  and, 
indeed,  hardly  anything  has  been  done  on  those 
rivers  since  the  season  opened  last  April.  The  rural 
council  of  some  parts  of  Antrim  are  trying  to 
agitate  against  any  repression  of  the  drift  netting 
on  those  coasts  where  it  was  found  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  river  fishing  to  hold  inquiries  recently. 
If  we  mistake  not,  the  new  Salmon  Fisheries  Bill 
proposes  to  hand  over  the  control  of  the  fisheries 
to  the  County  Councils,  which  are  much  on  a  par 
with  the  Urban  Councils. 


"  The  Gbekn  Gateway  :  A  Peep  into  the  Plant 
World."  By  George  Francis  Heath,  author  of 
"  The  Fern  Paradise,"  etc.  London  :  The  Country 
Press  Office,  19,  Bull-street,  Kensington.  This  is  a 
very  prettily  illustrated  book,  designed  to  give 
young  children  a  love  of  Nature — in  fact,  such  a 
love  of  Nature  that  they  are  never  to  kill  any 
living  thing,  not  even  noxious  insects,  and,  of 
course,  not  fish.  A  little  more  restraint  in  senti- 
ment of  this  kind,  and  in  its  general  language,  would 
have  added  much  to  the  attraction  of  the  book, 
which  is  one  of  a  set  to  be  called  "  Nature's  Door- 
step Series." 
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THE  ROTHEE,  SUSSEX. 


The  Rother,  the  quiet  Rother  anyone  would  have 
said  who  had  walked  some  three  miles  down  its 
banks  as  I  did  on  Saturday,  July  28.  I  started  at 
the  bridge  near  the  Abbey  Farm,  Salehurst,  and 
followed  the  river  on  the  south  bank  as  far  as  Udiam 
Bridge.  The  water  to  all  appearances  was  in  perfect 
condition  for  angling,  running  fast.  I  expect  the 
watermill  at  Robertsbridge  was  going.  On  this  part 
of  the  river  the  water  runs  swiftly  at  places  into 
pools,  which,  in  some  cases,  end  in  steady  lengths  of 
water.  Withies  grow  along  the  banks,  and  it  is  here 
the  big  chub  lie  (real  big  ones),  which  require  a  long 
rod  and  stout  tackle  at  this  part.  The  river  is  walled 
in  by  a  high  earth  wall  on  the  south  side,  and  is 
fishable  all  the  way  to  Udiam  Bridge,  close  to  which 
the  Kent  and  East  Sussex  Railway  passes  and  has 
a  station,  named  Junction  Road  ;  but  the  passengers 
for  here  are  so  few  that  the  train  only  stops  when 
the  guard  is  informed  before  that  anyone  wishes  to 
alight. 

Leaving  Udiam  Bridge  I  walked  on  the  north  side 
to  Bodiam  Bridge.  Here  is  a  station,  and  a  good 
hotel.  There  are  several  good  pools  below  Udiam 
Bridge,  and  a  large  open  one  in  the  second  meadow. 
Below  here  at  present  the  river  is  rather  overgrown 
with  weeds  until  you  get  to  Bodiam  Bridge.  Still, 
there  are  a  few  openings  worth  trying  :  often  a  pike 
lurks  in  them. 

From  Bodiam  to  Newenden  (Northiam  Station) 
and  thence  to  Rye  the  water  is  open,  and  barges 
come  up  to  Bodiam  Bridge  ;  from  here  downwards 
the  water  is  about  4ft.  deep  ;  it  is  never  hardly  low, 
as  it  is  kept  up  by  the  sluice-gates  at  the  lock  near 
Rye.  Below  Newenden  are  deep  places,  about  10ft. 
deep,  and  some  famous  carp  have  been  caught  about 
this  part. 

Anglers  can  fish  for  pike,  perch,  bream,  chub, 
roach,  gudgeon,  and  eels,  but,  of  course,  the  different 
fish  have  their  favourite  haunts,  many  of  which  it 
has  been  my  pleasure  to  find  out  during  the  time  I 
have  fished  this  river — over  forty-five  years — and  I 
find  the  same  places  are  still  about  as  they  used 
to  be  with  a  few  exceptions. 

The  trout,  although  occasionally  caught  in  the 
main  river,  and  these  are  mostly  large  ones,  seem  to 
favour  the  tributaries,  but  it  has  never  been  my 
fortune  to  catch  one  of  more  than  a  pound  weight. 

Sea-trout,  here  called  salmon-trout,  are  sometimes 
caught  in  the  keddle  nets  off  the  coast,  and  they 
used  to  come  to  Bodiam  Bridge  and  Robertsbridge 
watermill,  and  they  still  come  up  the  Brede  river 
to  spawn. 

During  my  walk  by  the  river  of  over  an  hour  I 
did  not  meet  with  one  angler  ;  the  fish  had  it  all 
to  themselves,  and  everything  was  quiet,  except 
the  water  running  into  the  pools  in  the  upper  water. 

Of  the  Brede  and  the  Tillingham  rivers,  all  parts 
of  our  fishery  district,  I  hope  to  send  you  an  account 
later.  Thomas  Daws, 

Secretary  Rother  Fishery  Association. 


Jlssociafions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

At  our  last  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  voting 
£36  in  relief  of  six  cases.  Through  the  kind  efforts 
of  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  I  have  received  £6  6s.  for  six 
further  life  subscriptions  from  members  of  the 
Gresham  A.S.,  this  in  addition  to  the  usual  annual 
subscriptions.  This  is  a  splendid  example, of  what 
may  be  done  by  a  personal  appeal  by  a  secretary  to 
those  members  who  are  prevented  from  attending 
the  usual  meetings  of  his  society,  and  Mr.  Bldred's 
goodwill  is  warmly  appreciated.  As  I  am  shortly 
leaving  home  for  about  two  months,  I  should  much 
like  to  have  early  application  for  tickets,  so  as  to 
ease  as  far  as  possible  the  work  of  the  hon.  secretary 
pro  tern. — W.  H.  Babbeb,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherds 
Bush. 

Anglo-Fbench  Piscatorials. 

The  prize  outing  to  Edenbridge  last  week-end 
was  a  very  pleasant  one — all  the  prizes  being  taken. 
Although  the  weights  of  fish  were  not  particularly 
heavy  every  man  took  fish.  Messrs.  Claverie  (1), 
I.  Isaacs  (2),  and  Franco  (3).  The  successful  lady 
anglers  were  (1)  Madame  Claverie,  (2)  Madame 
Petis.  The  "  Visitors'  "  prize  was  taken  by  Mens. 
C.  De  la  Rue,  who  was  elected  a  member  on  Aug.  1. 
Messrs.  Alfred  and  Horace  Abrahams  captured  some 
very  fine  mackerel  and  dabs  at  Newhaven.  Tlie 
monthly  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Cercle  Fran^ais 
on  Aug.  11,  at  nine  o'clock  sharp,  when  the  prizes 
will  be  distributed.  Will  members  and  friends  who 
intend  being  present  kindly  notify  the  secretary  no. 


later  than  Aug.  8,  so  that  Host  Monniot  can  make 
final  arrangements  ? — Rextbeit  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Anglino  Society. 

Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  July  25.  The  result  of 
the  recent  "  sides  "  match  was  announced  to  the 
meeting,  and  certain  conditions  were  arranged  for 
the  club  match  on  August  6.  Mr.  Yarham,  who 
kindly  presented  the  society  with  five  bound  volumes 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  twenty  years  ago,  was 
accorded  a  vote  of  thanks.  The  draw  for  the  first 
round  for  the  club  cup  took  place,  and  Sept.  2  was 
fixed  as  the  last  day  for  fishing  off  the  ties  in  this 
round.  Several  matters  of  routine  business  were 
also  transacted.  Mr.  Swain  reports  having  taken 
some  fair  samples  of  dace  and  roach  at  Hurley  on 
July  22,  and  Mr.  Moffatt  having  visited  Amberley 
with  a  similar  result.  On  July  26  Mr.  Chandler  had 
some  good  roach  at  Harefield  up  to  1  lb.  6oz.,  and  on 
July  29  he  had  a  few  more  nice  fish.  Mr.  Dalmer,  at 
Harefield  Mill,  on  July  29,  took  8lb.  2oz.  of  chub 
(best  2lb.  3oz.).  Messrs.  Jukes,  Wilkins,  and  Yarham 
also  had  roach  and  dace  from  the  Harefield  section, 
and  Mr.  Rodbur  perch,  well  over  the  society's 
standard  ;  in  fact,  nearly  everyone  who  visited  the 
society's  water  this  last  week-end  had  fair  sport. 
Will  members  please  bear  in  mind  that  there  is 
a  club  match  on  August  6  at  Harefield  ? — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

An  interesting  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last  under  the  genial  chairman- 
ship of  Mr.  D.  Isaacs.  Fishing  results,  generally, 
were  scarcely  as  good  as  during  last  few  weeks. 
However,  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  had  taken  some  capital 
perch,  including  fish  of  21b.,  IJlb.,  and  others  of 
over  1  lb.  in  weight ;  Mr.  Isaacs  (chairman),  a  large 
number  of  roach  and  dace — many  returned  ;  but  the 
catches  of  Messrs.  Hurren,  Salisbury,  and  W.  Gilbert 
were  not  very  extensive.  Several  beautifully  framed 
and  remarkably  artistic  photographs  of  fish — perch, 
bream,  tench,  and  chub — were  presented  to  the 
society  by  Mr.  Orpin ;  and  the  latest  work  on  fly 
fishing  was  added  to  the  library  by  Mr.  Bentley — 
both  donors  being  duly  thanked.  The  library  now 
contains  so  large  a  number  of  fresh  items  that,  a  new 
catalogue  being  desirable,  the  chairman  (Mr.  Isaacs) 
kindly  offered  to  defray  the  cost  of  printing — an 
offer  accepted  with  enthusiasm  by  the  meeting.  At 
the  request  of  members  generally,  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb 
will  again  give  one  of  his  charming  lantern  enter- 
tainments on  Sept.  18,  when,  judging  by  the 
immense  success  of  the  last  one,  a  very  large  audi- 
ence may  be  expected,  especially  as  a  great  many  of 
the  slides  [will  be  fresh  ones,  and,  of  course,  quite 
original.  A  new  memberjwas  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected.  Subscriptions  to  the  challenge  cup  fund — • 
which  makes  great  progress — were  added  by  the 
Rev.  B.  C.  Littlewood  and  Messrs.  Bohlen,  Burgess, 
and  Guy  Semple.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  7. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  Mr. 
H.  Davey  Turner  presided.  Many  members  being 
absent  on  their  holidays,  fishing  reports  were  some- 
what scanty.  Dr.  Spencer,  Mr.  P.  J.  Salmond,  and 
Mr.  Turner  had  had  varying  successes.  Next 
Tuesday  (being  the  day  after  Bank  Holiday)  there 
will  be  no  meeting.  On  Aug.  14  the  usual  monthly 
committee  meeting  will  be  held,  to  be  followed  by 
the  ordinary  meeting  at  8  p.m.,  when  it  is  hoped 
that  there  will  be  a  good  attendance.  — •  Hon. 
Reporteb. 

PiscATORi.AL  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  Bradford  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  good  sport  with  gray- 
ling on  the  Lambourn,  taking  fish  up  to  l-]lb.  in 
weight.  He  also  landed  a  few  trout  over  size  limit 
and  many  small  fish  ;  all  were  returned.  He  lost  a 
brace  of  the  big  ones  congregated  near  the  keeper's 
cottage.  Lambourn  trout  are  difficult  to  catch  under 
present  conditions  of  weather,  and  take  only  for  a 
brief  while  after  sunset.  A  small  silver  or  dark 
Sedge  has  been  as  successful  as  any  amongst  the 
various  flies  tried.  The  Sylph — one  of  Mr.  Rolt's 
grayling  flies — is  highly  spoken  of  by  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham  as  a  cure  for  "  smutting  "  fish.  Mr. 
Moseley  tried  a  tidal  portion  of  the  Itchen,  and 
hooked  several  fine  sea-trout.  He  was,  however, 
using  a  "  light  "  rod,  and  apparently  found  it  un- 
suitable for  the  special  work  required  of  it ;  anyhow, 
he  lost  his  fish  in  each  case.  At  Uxbridge,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  took  some  nice  roach  up  to  a  little  over  a 
pound,  and  several  small  perch  have  been  landed 
and  returned.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  on  a  private  part 
of  the  Colne,  had  indifferent  sport,  killing  only  one 
chub  of  2lb.  8oz.  and  no  trout,  though  there  are 
plenty  of  the  latter  in  the  preserve  to  which  he  had 
access.  There  will  be  no  meeting  on  Monday  next 
(Bank  Holiday).— Hon.  Sec.  ^ 


Woles  from  f^e  ^otl^. 

 i 

The  Princess  Royal,  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  suite 
are  now  at  Duff  House  for  a  round  of  parochial 
duties  prior  to  going  up  Deeside.  Their  stay  in 
Banffshire  will  be  a  brief  one,  as  the  chief  portion 
of  their  baggage  has  already  gone  up  Deeside. 


Lord  and  Lady  Pirie,  the  Duchess  de  Bassano, 
Hon.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Duncan,  Sir  Roland  and 
Lady  Anderson  are  angling  the  Fife  Arms  Braemar 
waters  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  have  got 
one  or  two  grilse. 


Mr.  J.  R.  Heaven,  witli  the  Marchioness  and 
Count  de  Arelano,  is  at  the  Forest  of  Birse,  where  a 
new  castle  has  recently  been  built,  and  will  be 
partially  occupied  this  sea.son. 


The  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  are  to  be  the  guests 
of  Lord  and  Lady  Leith  of  Fyvie,  Aberdeenshire, 
for  the  grouse  shooting  over  Clashendarroch,  which 
Lord  Leith  h^s  rented  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon. 


The  Scotch  Fishery  Board  pay  2s.  6d.  reward 
for  each  marked  fish  recovered,  and  the  price  of  the 
fish  should  it  be  forwarded.  Last  week  the  first  of 
these  rewards  was  received  in  Aberdeen  for  a 
marked  sea-trout  recovered  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee. 


The  netting  .season  on  the  Tay  closes  on  August  19, 
on  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  fisheries 
on  August  26  ;  and  on  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  later 
streams  some  couple  of  weeks  or  so  later. 


Th&  Ythan  tidal  is  about  the  best  and  surest  on 
the  East  Coast  for  finnock  and  sea-trout.  It  costs 
5s.  a  day  per  rod.  Last  week  Mr.  Webster,  Don- 
caster,  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Clark,  Glasgow,  had  baskets 
of  91b.  and  121b.  respectively. 

For  an  occasional  salmon,  grilse,  and  finnock 
galore  the  Sutherland  and  Ross-shire  streams  are  the 
best  places  to  go  to.  Most  of  them  are  free,  or  nearly 
so,  being  attached  to  the  local  hotels. 


The  Shin  itself  will  carry  a  score  of  rods  any  day, 
and  afford  as  good  salmon  and  sea-trout  angling  as 
can  be  got  anywhere,  without  a  penny  of  charge. 
Mr.  Duncan,  inspector,  Ardgay,  will  be  happy  to 
give  all  information. 


On  the  Spey,  Lossie,  Deveron,  and  Don  miles  of 
"  free  "  and  ticket  waters  are  at  the  disposal  of 
visitors.  All  that  is  wanted  to  ensure  good  sport  is 
a  good  round  spate  or  two. 


Sea-angling  on  the  East  Coast  is  just  now  at  its 
best,  and  two  and  three  hundred  is  a  common 
basket,  baiting  from  small  boats. 

Special  Scotch. 


"Baily's  Magazine." — The  August  number  of 
Baily's  Magazine  of  Sports  and  Pastimes  provides 
a  varied  selection  of  subjects  for  the  devotees  of 
sport  in  all  its  branches.  Oommencing  with  a 
portrait  and  biographical  notice  of  the  Hon.  C.  S. 
Rolls,  the  well-known  motorist  and  aeronaut, 
angling  is  the  next  subject  dealt  with  in  an  article 
by  "John  Bickerdyke,"  descriptive  of  fly-fishing 
in  the  Midlands.  A  seasonable  paper  giving  advice 
as  to  where  to  go  in  order  to  be  conveniently 
situated  for  staghunting  on  Exmoor  should  prove  of 
value  to  many.  "  Magister  "  contributes  yet  anotheir 
thoughtful  article  upon  educational  subjects,  his 
text  this  month  being  "  Sports  and  Pastimes  at  the 
Public  Schools. '3  "Borderer,"  in  an  illustrated 
article,  tells  of  the  attractions  that  co.  Donegal 
holds  out  to  sportsmen,  and  Professor  C.  E.  Curtis 
writes  of  "  The  Ash  as  a  Commercial  Tree."  The 
Open  Golf  Championship  is  described  by  the  Rev. 
J.  G.  McPherson,  the  Lawn  Tennis  Champion- 
ship by  "  E.  M.,"  and  the  Henley  Regatta  by 
"  W.  C.  P.  F."  The  cricket,  racing,  and  polo  of  th& 
past  month  are  fully  dealt  with,  as  are  also  the 
horse  and  hound  shows  at  Peterborough.  The 
grouse  prospects  for  the  season  that  will  so  shortlji 
commence  are  discussed  by  "  B.,"  and  "  Our  Van" 
contains  a  quantity  of  matter  respecting  sports  at- 
home  and  abroad. 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  charming-  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unettualled  for  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  anti  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Maekerel 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roek  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr,  A.  EowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

AKE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  (k/.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

TJndev  I)istin<juished  fntfonaffe. 
This  much-frequent  ed  and  comfortably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ytnan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams:  " Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  tlie  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5.s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Pkoprietor. 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  FISHING  AND  SHOOTING, 
20,000  acres,  over  20  Lochs  and  Voes  (ex- 
ceptional easy  access)  for  Sea  Trout, 
Brown  Trout,  and  Sea  Fishing,  Aug., 
Sept.,  Oct.  Gentlemen  can  be  assured  of 
splendid  sport  with  Fly.  The  sporting 
Hotel  of  Shetland ;  comfortable ;  good 
cuisine ;  moderate  terms. 

J.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


MCQIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louisburgh,  Co,  Mayo, 
Ireland. 

Right  of  letting  rods  on  Louisburgh  Kiver 
secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

RIVER  STRICTLY  PRESERVED. 

Season  commenced  1st  June.    Tourist  Car 
passes  daily. 

Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  application  to 
ProprietresB,  MARY  McGIRR. 


TO  UET, 

THREE  GOOD  SALMON 
POOLS. 

Three-quarters  mile  River  Deveron,  Sep- 
tember and  October.  Lodgings.  Two 
Rods,  close  to  river. — Apply,  Colonel 
Payler,  Auchintoul,  Huntley,  N.B. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHINa 

including  the  well-knovm  Obbe  Lochs 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


Roach,  Bream,  Perch, 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE, 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS 


LOUGH  MASK. 

BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND 

Visitors  can  be  accommodated  at 

SPRINGVALE  HOUSE, 

beautifully  situated  near  the  Lake  ;  newly 
furnished.  Bracing  air;  grand  scenery. 
Sanitary  certificate.  Terms  very  moderate. 
— For  particulars  apply  to 

CHAS.  E.  MAYNE, 
Springvale  House,  Ballinrobe,  Co.  Mayo 


TO   LET  AT  ONCE. 

FISHING. 

Salmon,  Trout,  and  good  Coarse  Fishing,  about 
2  miles ;  also  Shooting,  and  use  of  Boats  on 
WELSH  DEE,  together  with  FurniaJied  ten- 
roomed  VILLA  on  the  estate,  with  stabling, 
coach  and  cycle  houses.  Lovely  position,  charm- 
ing scenery.  Owner  unable  to  be  there  August 
or  September.  Terms  4  Guineas  week.  Best  part 
of  season.  Very  good  sport  to  be  had.— Apply 
H.  Theaker, Fishing  Tackle  Maker.Nottiugham. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE 

PRINCE  COLIBRI,  Smallest  M.in  in  the  World  ; 
HEN  RI  COT,  the  French  Giant.  Viiti  Chantant, 
twice  daily.  Leoni  Clarke,  the  Cat  King,  and 
200  animals.  Milit.ary  Bands,  including  COLD- 
STREAM GUARDS.  Organ  Recitals  by  Mr. 
WALTER  W.  HEDGCOCK.  Health,  Food,  and 
Hygiene  Exhibition.    Cricket,  &c. 

FIREWORKS  Thursdays  and  Saturdays. 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURT, 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.    ^Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Charming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK-BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mesirozzi's  Austrian  Band  of  37  Players 

TYROL  VILLAGE  m  the  EMPRESS  HALL. 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court. 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEl' 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Subterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
1,000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  Schanbiunn, 
Semmeriug    Pass     Abazzia,    &e.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Caf(5  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or   DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAYS 
ATTRACTIVE. 


LESSONS  GIVEN  IN 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY 
CASTING,  SPINNING,  &c. 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.    Throwing  against 

the  Wind,  &c.,  &c. 
Clients  can  be  Coached  on  their  own  Water. 

For  Terms,  apply  to— FRED.  G.  SHAW, 
11,  Neville  Court,  Abbey  Rd.,  London.  N.W. 


RHEUMATISM. 

THE  "DROITWICH  CURE 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINEI 

A 


"iioiesaieon'.y  01 
|"ESTON&WESTALLLTD. 

.JEASTCHEAPLONnONlC: 
Beware  of  Imifahons&insiston  having 
f  ili^GenuineDroihwich  Brine  CRYSTAIS 


Specially  prenarpid  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  atfections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&e.,  &e. 

OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  CHEMISTS. 


ROTHER  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 

Established  1872. 

Subscribers'  Tickets  -  -  10/- 
Day  Tickets     -  -  -  -  -  i/_ 

Trout  licences  required  by  all  Anglers 
1/-  for  the  season. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 

Secretary, 
Mk.  THOMAS  DAWS, 

(Soggs  House,  Ewhurst,  Sussex 
This  fishing  is  well  served  by  the  Kent 
and  East  Sussex  Railway  via  Roberts 
bridge,  S.  E.  &  C.  D.  Railway. 


WANTEO. 

REEL  MAKERS  AND 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    work    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


RHODES' 


MIDGFOIL 


Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &c.,  or 

1/3  post  free  from 
IS8.  RENFIELD  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


MPROVED  ROACH  PASTE. 

ALSO  FOB 

CARP,  TENCH,  &  BREAM. 

This  Improved  Paste  is  always  ready  for  use, 
will  not  wash  off  the  Hook,  and  is  a  very 
attractioe  Bait. 

nlhree  Colours:  PINK,  WHITE,*  YELLOW. 
3d.  &  6d.  Tins. 

Obtainable  from  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers. 
Manufacturers;  CLARKE  &  CO., 

30,  Gallowtree  Gate,  Leicester. 

3  Sample  Tins,  post  free,  Is. 


TO   BE  LET, 

LARGE  FISHERY 

river  and  brook.  E.\cellent  stock  of  Brook 
Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Grayling,  tfec.  Many 
miles  long,  in  beautiful  country  -of  Upper 
Austria.  With  hatching-house  and  26  ponds.— 
Apply  to  B.  2007,  c/o  HaasENSTEIN  &  VOULEB, 
Vienna  I. 


Cast  yonrEyun  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 
—having  no  equal. 
,  S       Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaeturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

jFJ^IO^VWHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

mot  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CASUALTY  iNsnRANOB  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  e.T:cepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  nocice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  residt  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Signed- 


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  inaurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

HE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessai-y  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CAsnALTY 
INSUKANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London.  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


WASP  CAKE  FOR  FISHING 

Large  Packet,  is. ;  Double 
Quantity,  2s. 

Post  Free  from  ENOCH  JAMS,  Church 
Street,  Longton,  Staffs. 


WORMS  and  other  BAITS 

Packed  in  Moss,  fresh  daily.  Brandlings, 
Maidkndews,  Marsh,  &c.,  300,  1/6  ;  500,  2/-; 
1000,  3/6.  Gentles  from  1/-  per  bag.  Large  LoBS 
for  Salmon  Fishing,  100,  1/6.  All  carriage  paid. 
Address— T.  HOLMES,  10,  Bingley  Street,  Leeds. 


August  4,  1906 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

BEBMEfGHAM. — -Yes ;  plenty  of  boat  and  pier 
fishing. 

N.  Webb. — Whiting,  gurnard,  dabs,  haddock, 
mackerel.  Ordinary  sea  rod  and  sea  tackle  which 
can  be  obtained  of  any  London  house,  or  at  the 
place  you  mention. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  SPEY  CAST  AND  THE  WYE 
SWITCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  charmed  with  the  very 
beautiful  photos  illustrating  the  Spey  cast,  and  the 
more  so  as  I  have  been  for  years  endeavouring  to 
arrive  at  some  definition  of  the  difference,  if  any, 
between  the  so-called  Spey  cast  and  our  Wye  switch 
cast.  I  have  never  fished  the  Spey,  so  have  not 
seen  this  cast  used  in  its  native  hatmts,  but  I  have 
fished  with  the  late  Major  Traherne,  Mr.  Kelson  and 
other  long-distance  experts,  and  I  have  failed  from 
their  practice  and  precepts  to  observe  any  difference 
between  their  Spey  cast  and  our  Wye  switch.  Your 
photos,  therefore,  are  peculiarly  interesting  to  me, 
as  they  prove,  to  my  satisfaction,  at  least,  that  it  is 
practically  one  and  the  same  cast,  with  slight 
differences,  which  I  will,  with  the  help  of  your 
photos,  proceed  to  remark  on. 

I  was  under  the  impression,  which  is,  I  believe, 
genera],  that  the  Spey  cast  was  adopted  to  enable 
the  angler  to  fish  pools  overhung  by  rocks,  cliffs, 
trees,  etc.,  and  where  it  would  be  impossible  to  cast 
behind  one.  If  this  be  not  so,  the  value  of  the 
Spey  cast  as  a  means  of  covering  an  otherwise 
unfishable  pool  is  largely  discounted.  If,  however, 
these  photos  represent  the  correct  style  of  Spey  cast, 
the  contention  of  Mr.  Marston,  when  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  conditions  of  a  casting  competition 
that  was  abandoned  last  year,  that  in  the  Spey  cast 
it  would  be  necessary  to  have  the  obstacle  behind 
the  caster  at  a  distance  of  about  twice  the  length 
of  the  rod  used,  as  against  my  suggestion  that  a 
distance  of  half  the  length  of  the  rod  would  be 
ample,  is  fully  justified. 

1  will  now  turn  to  the  photos  and  criticise  them 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  Wye  switcher.  No.  1 
is  the  absolutely  correct  attitude  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  switch.  The  motion  of  lifting 
the  line  must  be  slow,  so  as  to  get  a  gradual  tension 
on  the  line  without  unduly  straining  the  rod.  In 
fact,  the  switch  cast  is  really  more  a  swing  than  a 
cast,  and  the  whole  secret  is  that  the  action  from 
the  commencement  of  beginning  to  lift  the  line  to 
the  check,  at  the  finish  of  the  forward  delivery, 
must  be  continuoiut  and  increasing  in  speed.  This 
is  the  whole  root  of  the  matter. 

In  photo  No.  2  the  backward  action  is  according 
to  our  ideas  carried  rather  too  far,  and  would  require 
a  clear  space  behind  (vide  photo  No.  3)  for  the  line 
to  extend  in  a  circle,  while  still  keeping  a  tension. 
In  the  forward  delivery  of  our  switch  the  rod  is 
kept  rather  more  vertical  than  shown  in  these 
photos,  and  is  checked  at  about  the  angle  figured 
in  photo  No.  3.  It  is  this  check  that  causes  the  line 
to  turn  over  and  shoot  along  the  water,  and  the  rod 
from  the  check,  as  above  mentioned,  is  lowered  with 
the  falling  line  to  the  position  No.  4.  To  people 
who  had  not  fished  with  this  cast,  and  who  wanted 
to  practise  it  from  studying  the  photos.  No.  3  would 
rather  give  the  impression  that  it  was  the  com- 
mencement rather  than  the  end  of  the  forward 
delivery,  and  No.  4  that  it  is  the  action  at  end  of  the 
forward  delivery,  ^  hereas  this  lowering  of  the  point 
of  the  rod,  and  so  gaining  several  yards,  takes  place 
after  the  check,  and  is  not  the  check  or  finish  of  the 
delivery  itself.  On  the  Wye  we  frequently  have 
to  cast  with  obstacles  not  more  than  6ft.  behind 
the  caster,  and  this  is  easy  and  simple  enough  if  at 
the  backward  draw  the  position  of  the  rod  is  not 
lowered  perceptibly  beyond  the  vertical,  and  the 
top  of  the  rod  is  given  a  semicircular  sweep,  thus 
ensuring  the  continuity  of  tension.  If  there  is  the 
slightest  pause  between  the  backward  draw  and  the 
forward  delivery  the  line  will  not  go  out,  as  there  is 
a  slack. 

As  I  have  said  before,  and  cannot  too  often  repeat 
to  beginners,  the  whole  knack  of  this  cast  lies  in  its 
being  one  motion,  beginning  very  slow  and  gradually 
increasing  in  speed  imtil  the  check,  when  the  rod 
is  lowered  as  the  line  falls.  It  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
most  difficult  things  to  explain  a  method  of  casting 
by  writing,  and  possibly  I  have  not  made  certain 
points  sufficiently  clear,  but,  if  not,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  reply  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  any  questions 
that  may  be  asked.  Lastly,  I  notice  that  Mr. 
Marston  speaks  of  Mr.  Grant  casting  over  fifty 
yards  !  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  it  done, 
but,  after  all,  cui  bono  ?   1  maintain  that  under 
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ordinary  circumstances  it  is  impossible  to  properly 
fish  more  than  twenty-fivo  to  tliirty  yards — that  is, 
to  put  the  fly  on  the  water  in  a  sufficiently  sports- 
manlike manner,  and  to  have  sufficient  control  of 
the  line  to  work  the  fly  properly  and  strike  a  fish  ; 
and  I  maintain  also  that  it  is  very  bad  fishing  to  use 
a  longer  line  than  is  necessary  to  reach  the  fish.  If 
an  angler  commences  switching  with  a  short  line, 
say,  from  ten  to  fifteen  yards,  and  thoroughly 
covers  his  ground,  he  will  be  far  more  likely  to  kill 
fish  than  the  man  who  fishes  for  the  gallery,  with 
thirty  or  more  yards  of  line,  where  half  the  length 
would  suffice. — Yours  truly,  Glanbhos. 

[In  a  private  letter  "  Glanrhos  "  asks  if  the  photo- 
graphs of  the  Spey  cast  have  not  been  touched  up. 
Yes,  but  only  to  make  the  position  of  the  line  clear. 
In  the  instantaneous  photographs  the  salmon  line 
can  be  clearly  seen  on  the  negative  as  a  very  fine 
dark  line.  I  was  obliged  to  have  this  followed  over 
with  as  fine  a  white  line  as  possible,  as  otherwise  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  printed  at  the  rate  of  thousands 
in  an  hour,  the  faint  black  line  would  have  been  lost. 
I  ought  to  have  mentioned  this,  as  it  makes  the 
line  look  much  thicker  than  it  really  is.  In  reply 
to  one  part  of  "  Glanrhos'  "  very  interesting  criti- 
cism, I  have  seen  Mr.  Grant  make  the  cast  I  referred 
to,  and  I  measured  it.  It  was  done  on  the  Thames 
at  Kingston,  and  recorded  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It 
was  under  favourable  conditions  as  regards  wind  ; 
but  Mr.  Grant  has,  I  believe,  often  made  longer 
casts,  and  he  uses  a  long  cast  because  it  enables 
him  to  reach  fish  which  other  anglers  carmot  reach, 
and  kill  them,  too.  I  have  never  been  able  to  see 
the  objection  to  being  able  to  make  a  very  ong 
cast  if  necessary,  though  I  do  not  believe  in  fishing  a 
yard  more  than  is  necessary.  I  think  most  fly- 
fishers  must  often  have  wished  they  had  the  power 
to  do  a  bit  more  than  their  best,  and  reach  a  fish 
rising  out  of  reach.  In  the  pictures  of  the  Spey 
cast  I  doubt  if  the  line  Mr.  Sheach  has  out  is  much 
over  thirty-five  yards. — Ed.] 


THE  SPEY  CAST,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Leonard  Crossle  states,  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  28,  that  least  the  Spey  cast, 
of  which,  I  am  sure,  my  daughter  and  I  are  experts, 
and  that  I  teach  my  clients  this  cast,  especially 
when  instructing  them  in  the  art  of  salmon  and  trout 
fly  casting.  But  Mr.  Crossle  mentions  me  as  the 
late  keeper  ;  I  am  still  the  keeper  here,  and  have 
been  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  so  kindly  give  my 
patrons  notice  that  an  error  has  been  made,  and  I 
am  still  instructing  in  casting.  Also  kindly  inform 
them  that  the  reel  mentioned  in  your  paper,  made 
by  Mr.  Washburn,  was  originally  sold  and  shown  at 
the  late  Fisheries  Exhibition  by  me  at  Earl's  Court, 
and  I  might  state  that  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only 
reel  that  does  not  overrun,  and  I  have  used  one  for 
the  last  ten  months,  and  will  be  only  too  pleased  to 
show  any  of  your  readers  the  way  to  use  fiame,  and 
also  the  art  of  Spey  casting. — Yours  faithfully, 

Lake  Cottage,  Arthur  Newham. 

Wimbledon  Lake,  Wimbledon. 


THE  BEND  OF  RODS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  remarks  which  started  the 
"  Greenheart  v.  Split-Cane  "  controversy,  you  stated 
that  under  strain  split-cane  took  a  sharp  curve  with 
"the  top  hanging  along  the  line."  Messrs.  Hardy 
promptly  traversed  this  statement,  and  stated  that 
a  properly  tapered  rod  could  not  assume  such  a 
curve.  Theoretically,  any  rod,  of  whatever 
material,  under  sufficient  strain,  and  provided 
nothing  breaks,  must  assume  a  direction  coincident 
with  the  direction  of  the  strain,  that  is,  it  would 
"  hang  along  the  line  "  for  its  whole  length  from  the 
point  of  grip.  I  do  not  suggest  that  it  is  practicable 
to  build  a  workable  rod  sufficiently  supple  to  do 
this,  but  split-cane  and  whole  cane  (but  not,  I 
should  think,  any  wood)  combine  the  needful 
qualities  sufficiently  to  sustain  a  pull  that  will  give 
them  the  direction  of  the  strain,  at  least  in  the 
upper  joints.  How  far  this  is  so  should  be  readily 
provable  by  photography.  You  have  recently 
published  two  photographs  which  bear  on  the  sub- 
ject. One  sent  you  by  Messrs.  Hardy  purporting  to 
show  the  elegant  curve  assumed  under  heavy  strain 
by  their  rods  was  criticised  by  a  correspondent, 
"Lens,"  as  a  "faked"  production.  I  have  not 
noticed  a  reply  from  Messrs.  Hardy  to  this  accusa- 
tion, and  think  that  the  photo  may  be  dismissed  as 
not  showing  at  all  the  curve  assumed  by  the  rod 
under  the  strain  of  bringing  a  heavy  fish  to  gaff. 
The  other  photo  was  entitled,  "  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe 
adding  to  the  score."  It  is  rather  indistinct,  but  if 
carefully  examined  I  think  it  will  be  conceded  that 
the  rod  top  has  under  the  strain  (presnmably  of 
drawing  in  a  rudd  of  less  than  2yb.)  assumed 
precisely  the  direction,  "hanging  along  the  Une," 
which  you,  sir,  described  and  roughly  illustrated.  , 
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It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  was  the 
material  of  the  red. — Yours  truly,  Curvature. 

[The  photograph  referred  to  was  a  rather  poor 
amateur  snapshot  to  begin  with — the  block  pro- 
duced from  it  did  not  improve  it,  and  I  warned 
Mess's.  Hardy  that  it  would  not  come  out  well. 
Of  course,  it  has  not  been  "  faked  "  intentionally.  It 
was  published  in  Messrs.  Hardy's  cata'ogue  long 
before  I  raised  the  question  of  the  effect  of  a  great 
strain  on  a  rod  when  pulling  at  a  fish  out  in  a 
strong  stream  (not  when  nearly  killed  and  near  the 
gaff).  The  photo  of  the  20tt.  rod  appears  from 
the  position  to  show  only  part  of  it — the  top  part 
being  hidden  by  the  stouter  part.  Of  course,  it  is 
pcs-ible  the  block  maker  tried  to  make  rod 
come  out  better  by  engraving  on  the  plate  or 
touching  up  the  original  print  from  which  the  block 
was  made,  but  any  intentional  "  faking  "  on  the 
part  of  anybody  is  out  of  the  question. — Ed.] 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  send  a  few  lines  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Hardy's  letter,  wliich  I  could  not  do  before,  as 
I  was  away  from  home. 

(1)  As  to  the  comparative  cost  of  split-cane  and 
greenheart  rods,  Mr.  Hardy  picks  two  particular 
rods  out  of  his  catalogue.  I  take  the  best  of  each 
class  from  the  same  catalogue,  and  I  find  (to  take 
one  instance),  20ft.  split -cane  salmon  rod,  with 
two  tops,  lock  joints,  and  cedar  handle,  £15  17s.  Gd.  ; 
best  quality  greenheart  (with  the  same),  £4  15s.  Cd. 
— the  former  more  than  three  times  as  expensive, 
as  I  said. 

(2)  Facility  for  mending. — Mr.  Hardy  says  if 
certain  things  do  not  happen  split-cane  can  bo 
repaired  just  as  well  as  greenheart.  I  suppose  he 
means  by  the  river  bank — at  least,  that  is  what  I 
meant. 

(3)  As  to  casting  power  and  weight,  I  only  know 
that  Mr.  Enjight  threw  49  yards  (not  47  yards,  as 
Mr.  Hardy  says)  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament 
with  a  greenheart  rod  that  weighed  8Joz.  less  than 
the  split-cane  with  which  Mr.  Hardy  only  threw 
44  yards,  and  I  thought  the  latter  made  a  great 
point  of  the  lightness  of  split-cane.  Mr.  Hardy 
says  he  tlu-ew  51-|  yards  before  the  tournament 
with  a  split-cane.  Very  likely,  but  what  has  Mr. 
Enright  thrown  in  practice  with  a  greenheart  ? 
He  then  enters  into  suppositions  as  i  o  what  Mr. 
Enright  could  do  if  he  used  a  split-cane  also,  but 
the  latter  is  a  practical  rod  maker,  and  I  suppose 
uses  what  he  finds  he  can  do  best  with. 

The  quotation  Mr.  Hardy  gives  from  Sir  E.  Grey's 
book  is  certainly  evidence  as  to  the  strength  of 
split-cane. — Yours  truly,  Greenheart. 


SOME  ROD  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  see  in  the  issue  of  July  28  that  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  have  had  an  exhibition 
of  rods  and  tackle.  In  the  report  under  "  Jottings 
by  the  Way  "  reference  is  made  to  a  number  of 
home-made  rods.  If  some  of  the  experts  mentioned 
would  be  so  kind  as  to  give  tlie  dimensions  (length, 
with  tap  A-  from  butt  to  top)  of  a  general  utility 
rod  for  sea-fishing,  they  would  be  of  much  advantage 
to  the  writer,  and  would  also  be  greatly  appreciated 
by  others. 

I  observe  that  lancewood  is  now  used  for  the 
tops  of  some  sea  rods.  ^Vhat  is  the  particular  advan- 
tage of  this  wood  ?  Is  it  less  likely  to  break  off  short 
than  greenheart  under  the  weight  of  heavy  leads, 
or  in  throwing  others,  and  more  sensitive  to  the 
touch  of  a  fish  ?  Again,  I  have  noticed  a  consider- 
able difference  in  the  length  of  rods  for  general 
work,  varying  from  7ft.  to  9ft.  3in.  I  suppose  the 
longer  rod  admits  of  a  freer  and  sweeter  play  than 
the  shorter,  and  is  less  likely  to  take  a  "  set." 
Another  point  is  this :  Ought  the  "  action "  to 
extend  from  butt  to  tip  ?  The  last  point  to  which  I 
would  refer  is  the  top-ring  or  pulley.  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  pulley  would  be  likely  to  wear  rapidly 
from  sand  being  introduced  to  the  bearings  by  the 
line.  Boat-work  pure  and  simple  would  be  com- 
paratively free  from  that  danger  ;  but,  in  the  case 
of  a  rod  employed  occasionally  for  casting  from  the 
shore,  I  do  not  see  that  sand  could  very  well  be 
kept  off  the  line. — Yours  truly.  Novice. 

FISHING  AT  GEORGEHAM. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  close  to  the  Bristol  Channel, 
but  1  do  not  think  much  rod  and  line  fishing  can  be 
done  in  the  charmel.  1  know  congor  eels  are  caught 
with  long  hand-lines  ;  lobsters,  crabs,  and  congersi 
in  the  holes  in  the  rocks  with  gaffs  and  prawns. 
Georgeham  is  not  as  close  to  the  sea  as  Croyde,  the 
watering-place,  but  away  from  the  sands.  River 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  is  over,  the  water  too  low, 
and  there  is  no  fishing  at  all  near.  There  is  a  stream 
at  Braunton,  five  miles  off,  but  only  two  fields 
impreserved,  and  this  the  whole  pariah  fishes.  The 
only  sport  is  rabbit-shooting  from  the  farmers.  Golf 
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about  three  miles  off.  Georgeham  is  not  tho  spot  for 
a  fisherman. — Yours  truly.  Bo  we. 

Barnstaple. 

P  S. — I  do  not  think  anyone  Would  lend  a  boat  ; 
for  a  certainty  it  would  sinls  on  the  rocks  or  break  to 
pieces — no  landing  places. 

SEA-FISHING  NEAR  GEORGEHAM. 
Dear  Sib, — Replying  to  "  Nonplus  "  re  George- 
ham  and  Croyde,  there  is  plenty  of  bass  and  conger 
fishing  off  the  rocks  at  Down  End  or  Baggy  Point 
with  rod  or  hand-lines.  But  Baggy  Point  (north  side) 
is  hard  to  get  at,  and  I  advise  "Nonplus"  to  get  a 
local  man  from  Croyde  to  show  him  the  way  down. 
Jack  Budd,  carpenter,  would  do  it.  There  was  a 
boat  in  the  slip-way  once  (Baggy  Side),  but  it  is 
seldom  you  can  get  it  out,  and  I  believe  it  has  gone 
now.  The  best  time  is  on  the  turn  of  the  tide  on  high 
water.  I  have  had  bass  up  to  91b.  off  Down  End 
rocks  in  the  big  gully  on  soft  crab  or  mussels. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  C.  Stebby. 

MIDGE  PREVENTIVE. 
Deab  Sib, — ^I  have  noticed  several  references  in 
this  connection  in  recent  numbers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  A  quite  effective  preparation,  obtainable 
everywhere,  is  "Homocea."  Mr.  W.  E.  Binney  says 
that  the  preparation  tried  by  him  was  of  no  use 
against  the  Sutherland  midges.  I  have  tried 
"Homocea"  in  Sutherland  with  complete  success. 
"  Homocea  "  has  properties  which  keep  insects  at  a 
distance.  It  must  be  smeared — lightly  will  do — on 
the  exposed  parts,  but  the  smearing  must  be  tho- 
roughly done.  If  a  spot  the  size  of  a  sliilling  only 
be  left  clear  the  pests  will  find  it  out.  I  never  travel 
anywhere  without  "Homocea,"  for  when  bitten  by 
any  kind  of  insect  an  application  of  the  ointment 
gives  relief,  and  I  have  always  found  it  efficacious 
with  scratches  and  slight  cuts,  etc.,  where  it  can  get 
at  the  blood. — Yours  truly,  E.  T.  Sachs. 


TROUT  FISHING  AT  PWLLHELI. 

Deab  Sir,- — In  answer  to  "  Coachman,"  in  your 
issue  of  July  31,  I  am  afraid  he  will  not  find  good 
trout  fisliing  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Pwllheli.  It  is  true  the  Berch  affords  good  sport 
for  a  few  days  after  heavy  rain. 

The  Dwyfor  and  the  Dwyfach  abound  with 
trout,  those  of  the  former  being  of  a  fair  size.  The 
best  trout  fishing  in  the  district  is  in  Cwmystradlyn 
lake,  but  this  is  a  good  distance  from  Pwllheli. 

A  little  town  called  Criccieth  is  a  much  better 
centre  for  river  fishing.  The  place  is  only  a  mile  or 
so  from  both  the  Dwyfor  and  the  Dwyfach,  and  is 
within  easy  cycling  distance  of  Cwmystradlyn  lake. 

The  Dwyfor  and  Dwyfach  Fishery  Board's  licence 
is  only  7s.  6d.  a  season  for  trout,  and  21s.  for  salmon. 
Weekly  and  monthly  tickets  can  be  had  for  2s.  and 
63.  respectively. — Yours  truly,         R.  H.  Evans. 

SOME  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — -Can  I  be  enlightened  through  the 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper  as  to  how  to  keep 
alive  for  a  considerable  time  the  white  "  grub  " 
with  reddish  head  found  generally  at  the  roots  of 
various  weeds  ?  Would  Mr.  Hildyard  Rogers  kindly 
eay  if  the  Tonquin  cane  he  referred  to,  when  replying 
to  my  letter  on  "  Amateur  Rod  Making  "  some  time 
ago,  is  simply  what  is  sometimes  termed  "  whole 
cane  "  ? — -and  oblige  yours  truly. 

Grouse  and  Green. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE   OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  Mr.  H.  V.  Stiles'  letter  in 
your  last  issue.  He  may  look  forward  to  some  first- 
rate  fishing  in  the  seas  of  the  Ise  of  Man.  I  have  just 
fetiuned  from  a  few  days'  holiday  there,  and  had 
good  sport.  He  should  stay  at  Port  Erin,  where  the 
Bea-angler  is  well  catered  for.  He  has  no  need  to 
take  any  special  hooks  or  bait,  as  the  boatmen 
provide  them.  Mackerel  (fresh  caught  on  line  are 
the  best)  are  used  principally  as  bait.  In  the  day- 
time pollack  are  to  be  caught  by  rowing  round  the 
rocky  coast,  using  a  rubber  tube  either  by  hand-line 
or  rod  ;  or  he  can  take  a  yacht  or  join  some  others 
going  out  in  one,  and  bottom  fish  for  cod,  carp, 
conger,  skate,  haddocks,  and  gurnet.  This  is  usually 
done  by  hand-lines,  but  he  will  find  that  by  using  a 
rod  he  will  get  ten  times  as  much  fun  out  of  it,  but 
perhaps  fewer  fish.  At  night  good  conger-fishing  is 
to  be  had  in  calm  weather.  They  run  to  a  good  size, 
201b.  being  a  common  weight.  These  should  be 
great  sport  on  a  rod  ;  all  that  I  have  got  have  been 
on  hand-line.   A  boatman  is  necessary. 

At  Port  St.  Mary  there  is  also  good  fishing,  espe- 
cially if  the  weather  is  fit  to  allow  &  visit  to  the 
Chicken  Rock,  where  there  is  a  good  conger  and 
skate  bank.  The  fish  at  this  part  run  larger  than  at 
Port  Erin,  but  there  is  difficulty  in  securing  a  boat 
and  bait,  and  the  currents  rim  strongly.  He  will  find 
the  island  a  good  holiday  place  apart  from  fishing, 
ideal  for  children. 
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Other  parts  are  good,  such  as  Peel  and  Ramsey, 
but  I  cannot  speak  from  experience. 

Will  Mr.  Stiles  kindly  reply  advising  as  to  suitable 
sea-tackle  for  large  fish,  rods,  reels,  etc.,  1  was 
using  a  stout  salmon  spinning  rod  and  a  Malloch 
reel ;  they  answered  well  for  carp  up  to  61b.,  but 
it  is  rather  severe  usage  for  expensive  tackle.  Mr. 
Stiles  should  give  his  experience  in  your  valujible 
paper,  so  that  other  sea-anglers  may  "benefit  by  it. 
1  think  he  has  every  reason  to  anticipate — provided 
good  weather— a  good  holiday,  and  plenty  of  exciting 
sport.— Yours  truly,  George  Skeen. 

MR.  GEEN'S  RODS  AND  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  lately  been  reading  with  much 
interest  and  advantage  Mr.  P.  Geen's  admirable 
book.  "  What  I  have  seen  while  Fishing,  and  How  I 
Caught  My  Fish."  I  feel  sure  that  many  of  his 
readers  would  be  very  much  obliged  if  he  would 
inform  us  in  your  columns,  with  your  kind  consent, 
where  his  sea  and  salmon  spinning  rods,  equipment, 
and  tackle  can  be  obtained.  I  have  looked  through 
several  tackle-dealers'  lists,  but  can  only  find  Mr. 
Geen's  patent  minnows  and  leads  mentioned. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  w.  a. 

P.S. — I  find  since  that  Geen's  Spinning  Tin  may 
be  had  at  Messrs.  Carter's. 


WHERE  MR.   GEEN'S  RODS  AND  TACKLE 
CAN  BE  OBTAINED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  tho  inquiries  as  to 
where  tlie  rods  and  tackle  described  in  "  What  I 
Have  Seen  While  Fishing  "  can  be  got,  I  offer  this 
information  :^The  Grant  Vibration  rod,  as  fitted 
for  me,  the  spinning  tin,  and  the  Olena  line  can  be 
obtained  from  Messrat  Chas.  Playfair  and  Co.,  Union 
Bridge.  Aberdeen.  They  keep  a  stock  of  these. 
The  pollack  rods,  made  of  cane  or  greenheart,  the 
wire  traces,  the  Geen's  leads,  the  Pollack  Natural 
Spin,  and  the  rubber  worms  I  understood,  from 
Messrs.  AUcock  and  Co.,  weuld  be  ready  and  pro- 
curable at  all  the  retail  tackle  dealers  long  since. — 
Yours  truly,  Philip  Geen. 

Friar  Stile  Lodge,  Richmond. 
July  24. 

P.S. — May  I  be  permitted  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  say  that  while  I  am  pleased  to  answer 
private  letters,  I  find  them  so  numerous  that  I 
should  be  glad  if  my  correspondents  would  direct 
an  envelope  for  reply,  as  it  is  often  their  name  tliat 
gives  me  most  trouble.  I  promise  not  to  take  offence 
should  the  envelope  be  stamped. 


TACKLE  TAKEN  FROM  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — For  the  benefit  of  brother  anglers,  I 
feel  that  through  the  mediiun  of  your  columns  it  is 
my  duty  to  relate  an  experience  and  offer  a  warning. 
Fishing,  as  I  have  fished  now  for  ten  years  or  more, 
at  Penton  Hook,  on  the  island,  last  Simday  (July  29) 
I  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  (?)  one  sea  rod  (Holbrow, 
maker),  one  sea  reel  with  fifty  yards  of  line,  one  box 
containing  gut  lengths  and  spinning  flights  (Thames), 
four  snap  tackles  (triangles  and  lip  hooks)  in  an 
envelope,  and  sundry  other  imconsidered  trifles. 
May  I  suggest  that  the  local  policemen  should 
patrol  the  island  on  Sundays,  and  that  no  angler 
should  fish  unaccompanied  by  a  good  bull-terrier  ? 
I  was  fi.shing  at  the  time  on  the  other  side  of  tlie 
island,  and  returned  tp  find  this  loss.  The  thieves 
were  evidently  disturbed,  as  my  winder  was  found 
fifty  yards  off,  and  my  steelyard  and  disgorger, 
ledger  leads,  etc.,  were  considerately  left  me. — Yours 
truly,  B.  M.  Oakeshott. 


ONE  OF  MR.   E.  F.  PAGE'S  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — While  I  was  fishing  with  Mr.  Osman 
at  Bull  Weir  on  July  29  for  roach,  I  hooked  two 

undersized  trout,  which  we  returned  to  river  one 

I  was  going  to  mark,  but  saw  a  gilt  wire  in  its  fin, 
and  borrowed  a  glass  and  saw  the  words  "  M.  F. 
Page  "  on  it.  I  should  be  very  pleased  to  hear 
through  your  readers  of  its  former  whereabouts. — 
Yours  truly,  George  Edmonds, 

Hon.  Sec.  Walton-on-Thames  A.A. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — ^I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  |inform  me  where 
I  can  obtain  good  trout  fishing  in  Wales  ? — Yours 
truly,  H.  C. 


GOOD   SPORT  ON  THE  COLNE. 

Dear  Sib, — Thinking  it  may  be  of  interest  to  you 
and  your  readers,  I  am  sending  you  the  weights 
of  some  fish  weighed  in  during  the  week  at  the 
Watford  Piseators'  Club  House — the  Maiden  Hotel, 
Watford.  Roach  caught  in  the  Colne  in  Horton's 
Water,  and  rented  by  the  society — 1  lb.  IS^oz., 
lib.  14Joz.,  lib.  12oz.,  and  lib.  9oz.  These  four 
good  fish  were  taken  with  many  other  sizeable 
roach  that  were  returned  to  the  water  by  an  old 
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member,  Mr.  Hodgins.  Also  there  were  weighed 
in  by  other  members  a  tench  of  31b.,  one  of 
21b.  lOJoz.,  and  one  of  21b.  9oz. 

Another  member  weighed  in  some  roach,  caught 
in  the  Gade  in  Wright's  Water,  rented  by  the  society, 
1  lb.  Cfoz.,  1  lb.  dfoz.,  and  l^oz.  ;  also  a  perch 
nearly  1  lb. 

\^'e  are  having  some  good  swims  cleared,  and  hope 
to  beat  the  foregoing. — Yours  truly, 
F.  Paxmeb, 
Late  Secretary  Watford  Piseators. 

[Glad  to  see  the  Colne  seems  to  be  looking  up  a  bit. 
I  asked  an  old  Colne  angler  some  time  ago  how  he 
accounted  for  the  sport  in  the  river  having  fallen 
off  .so  much.  His  reply  was  that  he  could  not  account 
for  it.  Some  anglers  have  a  theory  that  good  and 
bad  fishing  periods  occur  as  in  so  many  other  things 
— agriculture,  trade,  etc.  Let  us  hope  we  are  about 
to  strike  a  good  period  ! — Ed.J 


SEA-FISHING  AT  FALMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  T.  S.  K.,"  he  would  get  some  good  coarse  fishing 
as  well  as  sea-fi.shing  at  Torcross,  near  Kingsbridge. 
Write  to  Mr.  Vickery  at  the  Torcross  Hotel,  Torcross, 
near  Kingsbridge,  and  he  will  give  all  information 
as  to  sport,  which  is  good.  There  is  no  coarse  fishing 
in  Cornwall.— Yours  truly,    William  Hearder. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  CARMARTHEN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  hope  to  spend  a  week  in  August  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Llandilo  or  Carmarthen,  and 
should  like  to  devote  most  of  the  time  to  trout 
fishing  with  tlie  fly. 

Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me  where  and 
to  whom  to  apply  for  the  necessary  permit  to  fish  on 
the  Towy,  etc.,  and  what  the  charge  would  be  ? 
Also  some  good  central  place  to  put  up  at,  where 
one  could  get  plain  homely  lodging  with  or  without 
board  ?  Any  information  or  further  particulars 
will  obhge. — Yours  truly,  Eageb. 


LENGTH  OF  SWORDFISH. 
Dear  Sir,^ — Can  jou  or  any  of  your  readers  please 
inform  me  of  tha   longest  sawfish   or  swordfisli 
known — namely,  the  length  of  saw  or  sword  ?  and 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  Joe  FeInton. 


FISHING  IN  THE  CUCKMERE  AT  BERWICK. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  fishing 
at  the  above  station  is  good  or  otherwise  ?  I  should 
like  to  give  it  a  turn  or  two  from  Eastbourne,  but  do 
not  want  to  waste  my  time  trying  it  unless  the  class 
of  fisli  is  good.  I  understand  there  are  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  to  be  caught  there.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  J.  Lewis. 

[I  tried  the  Cuckmere  some  years  ago,  and  got 
some  very  white  roach.  Tlie  water  seems  always 
to  be  of  a  clayish  colour,  and  not  at  all  inviting  to 
fish  in. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  SHANKLIN,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT,' 
Dear  Sib,— With  regard  to  Shanklin  (I.W.)  as  a 
fishing  place  during  the  summer  and  winter  I  per- 
sonally have  done  very  well  here  with  pollack, 
whiting,  flatfish,  conger,  and,  in  fact,  all  kinds  of 
fisli,  bream  being  the  attraction  at  the  present  time. 
AW  these  can  be  caught  from  the  pier,  but  fine 
single  gut  tackle  must  be  used  owing  to  clearness  of 
water  most  of  the  time.    Up  to  late  December  is 

really  the  best,  and  the  temperature  is  very  mild  

in  fact,  it  is  an  ideal  spot  for  wintering. — Yours  truly, 

Raqwobm. 


SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  refer  me  to  any 
publication  referring  to  salmon  being  in  the  Thames 
so  plentiful  that  the  apprentices  objected  to  having 
salmon  more  than  so  many  days  in  the  week  ? 
Also,  as  to  when  salmon  ceased  coming  up  the 
Thames  ? — Yours  truly,  w.  Hall. 

Hampstead. 

[I  have  never  been  able  to  get  sight  of  any  inden- 
ture of  apprenticeship  in  which  any  such  clause 
against  too  much  salmon  for  dinner  is  to  be  foimd. 
It  has  been  asserted,  not  only  of  Thames  salmon] 
but  of  those  of  most  other  rivers,  but  I  believe,  with 
the  late  Mr.  George  Roopor,  that  it  is  only  a  fish  tale. 
Very  few  salmon  were  ever  seen  in  the  Thames  after 
1820  ;  they  had  gradually  been  dying  out  after 
bemg  locked  out  by  the  locks  and  poisoned  by  the 
invention  of  gas. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  NEWCASTLE. 
Dear  Sib, — If  "Red  Spinner,  jun.,"  will  commu- 
nicate with  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  full 
particulars  of  the  best  fisliings  of  this  district,  also 
border  fishings.- — ^ Yours  truly, 

8  and  10,  Grainger-street,    Henry  A.  Murton. 
Newcastle-on-Tj'ne. 

(Several  letters  are  una/voidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 

Death  of  a  Brother  of  Lord  Denbigh. 

Anglers  and  all  interested  in  fish  culture  will 
sympathise  with  Lord  Denbigh  and  the  family  in 
the  sad  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  accidental 
.death  through  drowning  of  his  lordship's  youngest 
brother,  the  Hon.  and  Very  Rev.  Monsignor  Basil 
Feilding.  The  sad  event  happened  while  Monsignor 
Feilding  was  canoeing  on  the  Rhine  with  his 
brother,  the  Hon.  E.  Feildmg.  Both  were  together 
m  a  canoe  when  it  capsized  in  a  rapid.  Monsignor 
Feilding  was  bom  in  July,  1873,  and  was  educated 
at  the  Oratory  School,  Birmingham,  and  in  Rome 
where  he  took  Holy  Orders.  During  the  Boer 
War  he  served  in  South  Africa,  during  1901-2,  as 
Acting  Chaplain  to  the  Forces,  and  received  the 
King's  medal  and  clasps.  He  was  very  well  known 
m  Wolverhampton,  where  he  resided  at  the  Presby- 
tery for  five  years  in  charge  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
mission.  During  the  last  six  months  Monsignor 
bedding  had  been  pursuing  a  course  of  study  in 
Canon  law  at  the  Scots  College,  Rome,  and  was  taking 
a  short  holiday  on  the  Rhine  with  his  brother  when 
he  met  his  death.  The  body  was  brought  home 
to  England  for  burial  at  Newnham  Paddox 
Lutterworth. 
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numbers  on  many  English  rivers,  at  any  rate  in 
the  northern  counties,  and  has  been  repeatedly 
y  Yorkshire,  Durham,  and 

becks  P*^*^""^'^'^        tJie  Yorkshire 

"  The  habits,  flight,  and  characteristics  of  this 
fly  so  closely  resemble  the  golden-eyed  gauze- wing 
that  a  most  casual  observer  would  refer  it  to  the 
same  or  near  family  without  much  entomological 
knowledge. 

"Whereas  the  golden-eyed  gauze-wing  has  a 
delicate,  pea-green,  slightly  curved  slender  body 
about  half  the  length  of  the  wings,  with  prominent 
small  golden  eyes,  and  four  large,  broad,  trans- 
parent, gauze-like  wings,  the  whole  looking  most 
dainty  and  bride  like,  this  fly  has  the  same  general 
shaped  body,  antennas,  legs,  etc.,  of  a  brown  or 
red- brown  colour,  with  four  large  heavier-looking 
gauze-hke  wings,  each  showing  a  number  of  brown 
or  black-brown  spots,  particularly  the  outer  pair 
It  is  generally  found  towards  the  end  of  June  or 
July  in  mild,  calm  weather  usually  sitting  on  bushes 
overhanging  or  near  streams.  It  is  not  frequently 
seen  on  the  wing,  and  is  indeed  an  awkward  flier 
and  slow  of  flight.  Unlike  the  golden-eyed  gauze- 
wmg,  I  have  never  seen  it  away  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  streams.  When  seen  it  is  easUy  caught 
and  may  be  taken  between  the  fingers  without 
trouble.  In  quantity  it  varies  much  in  different 
seasons,  but  is  never,  I  should  think,  present  in 
such  numbers  as  to  warrant  it  being  dressed  as  an 
artificial,  or  to  attract  the  attention  of  trout,  more 
particularly  so  as  it  only  finds  its  way  on  to  the 
water  by  accident. 

"Years  ago  I  dressed  it  with  a  body  of 
brown  silk  and  wings  from  the  tip  of  a  very  fine 
transparent,  pale  brown  feather  from  a  light- 
coloured  drake,  but  could  not  recommend  it,  as  to 
make  a  correct  representation  the  wings  require  to 
be  so  much  longer  than  the  hook.  It  is  most 
surprising  this  fly  was  not  known  to  members  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  to  whom  you  referred  it  for 
identification." 


The  Fly  Identified, 

Mr.  Wm.  Baigent,  of  Dunston  House,  North- 
allerton, kindly  sends  me  this  note:— 

"I  observed  the  illustration  of  the  mysterious 
•  ?nr.7'''f®'^  '  illiistrated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
m  1904,  also  your  notes  and  illustration  of  the 
same  fly  in  your  issue  of  July  28,  1906,  and  am 
sorry  to  know  this  fly  has  remained  so  long 
unidentified.  As  'Benwyan'  wishes  to  ■  know 
something  of  ite  natural  history,  and  if  it  has  been 
observed  near  other  rivers  in  Great  Britain  or 
been  used  as  a  fly,  I  venture  to  pen  the  following 
brief  remarks:  This  fly  (Osmj/lus  fulvieephalus) 
IS  fairly  common  on  many  rivers  and  small  streams 
m  Lngland,  especially  those  running  throuf^h 
meadows  and  pastures  m  districts  where  there  is  a 
mild,  hunlid  atmosphere.   It  may  be  found  in  fair 


A  Note  from  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon. 

Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  sends  me  a  view  on  a 
charming  trout  stream,  the  Beaverkill,  in  New  York 
State,  which  reminds  me  of  bits  on  the  Eden. 
Wharfe,  and  Tweed,  and  other  of  our  streams  where 
the  well-wooded  hills  come  down  to  the  river  on 
each  side,  but  not  too  abruptly.    He  writes  :— 

"Dear  Mb.  Makston,— I  am  delightfuUy  located 
here,  with  one  of  the  finest  trout  streams  in  the 
world  right  in  front  of  the  house.  Hot  weather  has 
injured  the  sport  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river 
yet  one  can  kUl  a  few  trout  by  hard  work  For 
instance,  yesterday  afternoon  (July  18)  I  basketed 
seven  trout  and  two  fall  fish,  returning  several 
small  fish.  The  fall  fish,  wind  fish,  or  sUver  chub 
IS  much  like  your  chub,  a  bright  silvery  fish  which 
rises  at  the  artificial  fly  and  affords  fair  sport  As 
far  as  I  can  learn,  they  never  exceed  three  pounds 
in  weight.  Personally,  I  have  never  taken  them 
over  ISin.  long. 

"  Since  June  1 , 1  have  fished  dry  most  of  the  time, 
but  recently  the  hatch  of  flies,  even  in  the  evening 
has  been  very  poor.  How  I  hate  warm  water  in  a 
trout  stream!  I  regret  very  much  that  I  arrived 
here  too  late  for  the  rise  of  the  Grannom ;  I  know 
of  no  river  where  it  is  so  numerous  as  it  is  on  the 
Beaverkill.  It  comes  on  in  June,  usually  by  the 
first  week.  It  is  curious  that  our  large  Stone  Fly 
should  rise  all  through  the  season,  but  never  in 
pat  numbers  I  have  seen  them  every  month 
from  May  to  October.  I  have  collected  a  good 
many  interesting  specimens  of  Ephemera,  but  on 
the  Neversmk  natural  flies  were  not  as  abundant  as 
they  used  to  be  years  ago. 

"I  trust  that  you  had  a  good  May  Fly  season 
July?"''"^*  enjoying  my  Fishing  Gazette  of 

Mr.  Gordon  makes  a  handsome  trout  fly  I 
should  think  few,  if  any,  American  anglers  know 
so  much  about  our  flies  and  fly  making  and  dry-fly 
fishmg  as  he  does  He  sends  me  a  fly  on  eyed  hook 
dressed  by  himself,  called  the  "  QuUl  Gordon,"  quiU 
body,  silver  grey  hackle,  with  a  bunch  of  summer 
duck  fibres  tor  wing— it  would  kUl  anywhere  I 
confess  I  have  an  absurd  prejudice  against  clipoed 
wmgs,  and  would  prefer  to  see  the  natural  points 
If  you  cannot  get  a  feather  small  enough,  you  must 
cut  the  wmg  after  making  it,  unless  you  cut  the 
fibres  clear  of  the  stem  and  work  them  that  way— 
tymg  on  the  bunch  as  you  would  a  wing  strip 
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"The  Handy  Guide  to  Norway." 

Mr.  Edward  Stanford  has  published  a  fifth 
edition,  "  thoroughly  revised  and  augmented,"  of 
wr^i  ^J'^y  ^"''^^  *o  Norn-ay,"  by  Thomas  B. 
Willson,  M.  A.  In  addition  to  useful  general  informa- 
tion, there  are  appendices  on  fishing,  photography 
glacier  climbing,  and  cycling  in  Norway  ;  also  & 
short  history  of  the  country.  The  seven  maps  and 
full  mdex  add  greatly  to  the  value  of  this  excellent 
guide.  The  information  about  fishing  is,  unfor- 
tunately,  very  meagre,  but  anglers  will  find  the 
maps  and  general  information  most  useful. 

Proportion  of  Males  to  Females  in  Runs  of  Salmon. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  as  to  the  relative 
proportion  of  males  to  females  in  the  spring, 
summer,  and  autumn  runs  of  salmon  and  the 
summer  and  autumn  runs  of  grilse,  and  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  appears  to  be  very  meagre 
I  asked  Mr.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  and  he  kindly 
replied  as  follows : — 

.  "In  answer  to  yours,  for  some  years  I  have 
been  keeping  a  note  of  males  and  females,  grilse 
and  salmon.  These  notes  I  have  not  got  com- 
pleted, but  I  find  a  greater  proportion  of  females 
at  one  time  and  a  greater  number  of  males  at 
another.  Salmon  females  just  now  are  four  to  one  of 
males.  Grilse  about  the  same.  About  Aug.  15  we  find 
more  male  salmon  than  female  ;  grilse  at  the  same 
time  run  about  six  males  to  one  female.  Some 
other  time  I  will  give  you  the  exact  numbers 
during  the  netting  season.  We  have  now  got 
fifteen  marked  grilse,  the  largest  71b.  This  is  a 
good  increase  from  21b.  15oz.  Grilse  are  late  this 
season.    More  are  coming  in  this  week." 


Should  not  taking  Salmon  Eggs  for  so-called 
Artificial  Cultivation  of  Salmon  be  made  Illegal  ? 

It  seems  to  me  that,  inasmuch  as  we  can  get  no 
proof  of  any  benefit  whatever  being  derived  from 
the  artificial  cultivation  of  salmon,  the  time  is  at 
hand  when  the  taking  of  many  thousands  of  salmon 
eggs  every  year  should  be  made  illegal.    We  know 
that  milhons  of  salmon  eggs  have  been  taken  from 
wild  fish,  hatched  in  hatcheries,  and  millions  of  fry 
and  smolts  have  been  bred  and  fed  in  confinement, 
and  then  let  loose  in  salmon  rivers.    Can  anybody 
produce  absolute  proof  that  any  of  these  artificially- 
reared  fish  have  ever  returned  as  grilse  ?  We  know 
that  naturally-bred  fry  and  smolts  have  been 
marked  and  identified  as  grilse,  which  proves  that 
the  marking  is  not  the  diflSculty.  A  correspondent, 
who  has  known  the  River  Eden  for  most  of  his  life, 
tells  me  that  he  has  no  belief  that  the  Armathwaite 
Hatchery  has  been  of  any  use  for  sabnon  propaga- 
tion and  increase  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  holds  that 
if  the  scores  of  thousands  of  eggs  which  are  taken 
from  the  salmon  of  the  Eden  and  its  tributaries 
were  allowed  to  hatch  naturally,  under  protection, 
the  Eden  would  become  one  of  our  best  salmon 
rivers.    By  "  protection  "  he  means  not  only  against 
poachers  in  the  upper  waters,  but  also  against  the 
nets  in  the  lower  waters.    The  Eden  between  Boat- 
house  Stream  and  Sandfield,  a  distance  of  not  more 
than  five  miles,  is  only  about  thirty  yards  in  width, 
and  yet  in  this  stretch  at  least  twenty  sets  of  nets 
are  at  work  when  there  is  half  a  chance.    Of  course, 
they  do  not  get  so  many  fish  as  they  ought  to  do,' 
as  they  allow  no  fish  up  to  spawTi  if  they  can  prevent 
it ;  consequently,  the  netsmen  take  trout  when  they 
can  in  their  nets,  which  completely  span  the  stream. 
It  will  be  some  two  years  before  the  bacteriological 
treatment  of  the  sewage  will  be  in  working  order  ;  if 
properly  carried  out,  it  ^^^U  be  very  valuable,  but 
the  over-netting  is  the  mam  drawback. 


Good  Sport  on  the  Upper  Sacramento  River. 

Mr.  James  Watt,  president  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  of  California,  writes : — 

"  San  Francisco,  July  16. 
"My  dear  Sir,— In  recent  years  I  have 
occasionally  sent  you  a  few  notes  on  anglin"  in 
our  California  streams.  This  season  I  visited^'my 
favourite  fishing  grounds,  the  Upper  Sacramento 
river,  at  Lamoine,  Shasta  co.,  on  the  line  of  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  I  was  able 
this  year  to  go  somewhat  earlier  than  usual ;  con- 
sequently, the  river  was  high.  It  rained  almost 
every  day  the  first  week,  a  most  imusual  occurrence 
m  the  month  of  June.  The  condition  of  the  river 
unfitted  it  for  fly  fishing,  and  my  onlv  resoui-ce 
was  to  use  a  spoon.  It  occurred  to  me  that  casting 
from  the  reel  would  greatly  assist  me  in  reaching 
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points  otherwise  impossible  in  ordinary  spoon  cast- 
ing by  stripping  your  line  in  hand-coil  or  at  your 
feet.  I  used  my  bass  rod,  which  is  8ft.  long, 
weight  7oz.,  a  free  running  reel,  and  100yd.  silk 
line.  I  would  cast  about  100ft.,  just  sufficient  to 
reach  the  swift  current  near  the  opposite  bank, 
hold  the  rod  almost  straight  until  50ft.  or  100ft. 
more  would  run  out  to  reach  the  eddies  below, 
then  raise  the  tip  of  the  rod,  wait  a  second  to 
allow  the  spoon  to  swing  around,  and  at  this 
moment  I  invariably  got  a  strike,  and  they  were 
corkers ! 

"Just  fancy  a  21b.,  31b.,  or  41b.  rainbow  on  the 
end  of  your  line,  200ft.  from  shore,  in  a  very  swift 
running  river,  and  you  will  readily  realise  what 
sport  I  had.  My  tackle  was  light,  the  casts  I 
used  were  from  Foster  Brothers,  Ashbourne, 
England,  and  the  spoon  was  a  No.  2  Pflueger 
(American).  I  never  had  such  sport,  and  I  have 
been  angling  in  California  waters  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century. 

"  My  best  fishing  was  had  between  the  hours  of 
6  and  9  a.m.  During  those  hours  I  got  daily  for 
one  week  from  six  to  eight  beauties  (all  rainbows). 
They  averaged  in  weight  from  1  lb.  to  41b. 

"  All  the  best  fishing  in  California  is  to  be  had 
along  the  lines  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  and  they  certainly  know  how  to  cater 
for  sportsmen.  The  trains  are  run  so  conveniently 
that  by  leaving  San  Francisco  on  the  evening  train 
an  angler  can  have  the  cream  of  fishing  by  eight 
in  the  morning.-  The  following  streams  can  be 
reached  in  this  way — namely.  Upper  Sacramento, 
Truckee,  American,  Yuba,  also  Lake  Tahoe.  This 
lake  affords  sport  of  a  high  order  to  hundreds  of 
anglers  yearly,  and  they  come  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  It  is  the  resort  of  California,  and  trout 
are  taken  in  these  waters  which  weigh  121b.  and  14lb. 

"In  my  outings  I  have  come  in  contact  with 
many  eastern  anglers,  and  they  cannot  praise  too 
highly  the  pleasures  they  have  in  their  yearly  trips 
to  the  high  Sierras. 

"  The  rivers  are  well  looked  after  by  the  Fish 
Commission,  and  there  is  never  a  scarcity  of  fish." 

I  have  caught  rainbows  up  to  and  over  31b.  in 
this  country,  and  I  can  well  imagine  what  fine 
sport  Mr.  Watt  had,  especially  hooking  and  playing 
fish  when  the  bait  is  over  60yd.  away. 

Mr.  Stone's  "Connemara." 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  accept  a  copy  of 
Mr.  J.  Harris  Stone's  "  Connemara  and  the  Neigh- 
bouring Spots  of  Beauty  and  Interest,"  which  gives 
an  account  of  the  Coronation  festivities  at  Dooagh, 
the  most  westerly  village  in  the  British  Isles,  and 
also  some  interesting  recollections  of  His  Majesty's 
last  visit  to  Ireland.  Mr.  Stone  gives  much  informa- 
tion useful  to  fresh  and  salt-water  anglers,  and  I 
hope  to  have  a  notice  of  his  book  presently. 

Sea-Fishing  off  the  Isle  of  Man,  also  off  West 
Coast  of  Sutherlandshire. 

A  very  keen  fresh  and  salt  water  angler  kindly 
Bends  me  some  information  which  I  think  may  be 
useful : — 

"  Many  thanks  for  the  wire.  I  will  give  it  a  trial 
at  Port  Erin  next  September. 

"  By  the  way,  I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  many 
inquiries  re  sea-fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  I 
think  you  would  be  quite  safe  in  recommending  it, 
especially  from  September  onwards.  Very  large 
conger  are  to  be  had,  large  pollack  and  coalfish, 
bream,  etc.,  and  earlier  large  quantities  of 
mackerel.  I  have,  however,  never  heard  of  any 
bass  being  taken  there.  The  charges  are  reason- 
able, and  at  Port  Erin,  Peel,  and  Ramsey  the  men 
are  a  very  fine  lot  of  deep  sea  fishermen.  The 
Douglas  men  are  spoilt  by  the  cheap,  mostly  very 
cheap,  trippers,  and  are  inclined  to  be  'tough.'  I 
would  not  recommend  August  to  anyone  who 
wanted  quiet,  as  the  whole  island  is  overrun  by 
Lancashire  operatives,  to  whom  the  Isle  of  Man  is 
a  godsend,  but  they  do  not  take  their  pleasures 
very  quietly. 

"  As  you  say,  I  find  wire  only  of  use  once  or 
twice  for  sea  work,  but  it  comes  so  cheap  that  it 
makes  very  little  difference,  and  this  '  Geen  '  wire, 
to  my  mind,  is  just  the  thing,  as  it  will  not  kink, 
and  with  very  moderate  care  it  will  not  bend,  and 
flies  out  straight  when  uncoiled. 

"  Early  this  month,  with  a  friend  we  put  in 
part  of  a  day  sea-fishing  round  the  Island  of 
Handa,  near  Scourie,  West  Coast  of  Sutherland- 
shire, and  although  the  sea  was  a  flat  calm,  the 


sun  very  hot,  and  the  water  very  clear  we  had 
four  pollack  over  61b.,  several  smaller,  and  lost 
several  that  got  down  to  the  rocks  too  smartly  for 
us.  At  the  start  the  men,  as  usual,  pooh-poohed 
the  fine  tackle,  and  later  admitted  we  should  have 
had  no  fish  otherwise.  We  went  out  to  see  the 
sea  birds  on  Handa,  and  it  is  worth  anyone's  time 
to  take  the  long  trip  from  England  to  see  them 
alone.  It  is  an  indescribably  magnificent  sight, 
and  although  it  was  my  sesond  visit  there  I  hope 
to  go  again.  It  lies  close  to  Scourie,  and  the  trout 
fishing  attached  to  the  hotel  is  really  very  fine  for 
anyone  who  does  not  mind  hard  work.  Almost  all 
the  lochs  are  in  the  hills,  and  to  get  there  you 
must  walk  most  of  the  way.  The  lochs  are  fished, 
some  from  a  boat,  some  from  the  bank,  and  others 
from  the  bank  and  wading.  It  is  almost  as  good 
as  river  fishing.  To  make  a  good  bag,  however, 
necessitates  stalking  your  fish  and  very  good  cast- 
ing. By  a  good  bag  I  mean  to  catch  the  big  trout, 
2^1b.  up  to  almost  51b. — smaller  they  can  be  caught 
by  the  average  fisherman.  I  have  seen  the  big  fish 
taken,  but  unfortunately  I  am  not  a  la  hauteur  to 
do  so  myself." 

The  "Gravity  Minnow." 

"  Dear  Me.  Marston, — In  August,  1905,  you 
were  kind  enough  to  insert  a  very  favourable 
notice  of  my  patent  '  Gravity  Minnow '  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  As  a  consequence,  I  was  for 
many  weeks  after  inundated  with  inquiries  as  to 
where  and  when  it  could  be  obtained. 

"  Will  you  now  allow  me  to  inform  my  numerous 
correspondents  through  your  columns  that  the 
bait  has  been  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Bartleet,  of 
Redditch,  in  a  much  improved  form,  and  can  be 
obtained  or  ordered  through  any  fishing  tackle 
dealer. 

"Messrs.  Bartleet  are,  I  understand,  sending 
you  one  of  the  baits  for  inspection.  I  hope  you 
will  consider  it  an  improvement  on  the  very 
rough  model  which  you  were  pleased  to  commend 
last  year.  The  spin  is  now  a  little  slower  and 
much  more  '  wobbly.* — Yours  very  faithfully, 

*' 18,  Gorst-road,  "Leonard  Ceossle. 

"  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W." 

I  have  noticed  Mr.  Grossle's  bait  on  page  104. 
Eureka. 

A  Memphis,  Mo.,  man  has  discovered  a  new  way 
to  get  rid  of  mosquitoes.  He  says  rub  alum  on 
your  face  and  hands.  When  the  mosquito  takes  a 
bite  it  puckers  his  buzzer  so  it  can't  sting.  It  sits 
down  in  a  damp  place,  tries  to  dig  the  pucker  loose, 
catches  its  death  of  cold,  and  dies  of  pneumonia. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


"THE  LAND  OF  LAKES."* 


In  his  introduction  Mr.  Shrubsole  writes  very 
enthusiastically  about  the  many  and  varied 
attractions  of  county  Donegal,  which,  he  says, 
are  appropriately  called  "  natural  "  attractions, 
"  appealing  to  those  who  admire  Nature  in  her 
wild  garb,  and  to  the  lovers  of  mountain,  cliff, 
river,  and  lake  scenery."  Not,  he  adds,  that  the 
whole  country  is  wild ;  in  places  the  countryside 
is  under  profitable  cultivation,  and  prosperous 
towns  and  villages  are  not  far  between. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Shrubsole  warns 
the  sportsman  that  in  the  past  the  shooting  and 
fishing  have  been  neglected,  and  even  at  the  present 
time  their  importance  is  not  appreciated  locally, 
and  consequently  they  are  not  properly  protected 
even  now.  Then,  again,  although  there  are  many 
beautiful  rivers,  unless  you  are  lucky  enough  to 
have  plenty  of  rain  the  fishing  is  very  disappoint- 
ing. Mr.  Shrubsole  says  that  from  the  beginning 
of  May  to  the  end  of  October  the  weather  is  mostly 
fine,  which  is  all  right  for  the  tourist  but  not  for 
the  angler.  Hotel  accommodation  has,  he  S9.y8, 
greatly  improved,  and  there  was  room  for  it.  It 
is  pretty  clear  from  all  that  has  been  written  about 
Donegal  that  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  is 
very  uncertain,  that  the  rivers  rise  and  fall  so 
rapidly  that  an  angler  who  starts  from  London 
on  receiving  news  that  the  rivers  are  in  condition 
may  find  them  dead  low  by  the  time  of  his  arrival  ; 

*  "The  Land  of  Lakes":  Being  the  Midland 
Railway  Company's  Illustrated  Guide  to  the  Sport- 
ing and  Touring  Grounds  of  County  Donegal.  By 
Edgar  S.  Shrubsole.  With  illustrations  and  maps. 
London :  William  Gate,  Ltd.,  Hogarth  House, 
Bouverie-street,  London. 


in  fact,  the  period  a  river  is  in  order  may  not 
exceed  an  hour  or  two,  so  quickly  do  they  go  up 
and  down. 

Mr.  Shrubsole  is  probably  about  right  when  he 
says  that  Donegal  is  a  good  place  for  "  the  holiday 
angler  who,  content  with  a  fish  or  two,  and  the 
charm  of  his  surroundings,  will  seldom  be  disap- 
pointed, and  now  and  again  fortune  may  favour 
him  with  a  very  fine  bag." 

In  one  place,  Mr.  Shrubsole  says  that  a  20s.  rod 
licence  for  salmon  fishing  covers  the  whole  of 
Ireland.  It  does  so  nominally,  but  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  each  district  expects  you  to  take  out  the 
whole  of  Ireland  licence  within  its  limits,  or  else, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Owenwee  river,  referred 
to  by  Mr.  S.,  "no  charge  is  made  for  fishing, 
but  the  angler  must  take  out  a  licence  at  the 
hotel,  which  amounts  to  a  contribution  of  20s. 
towards  the  fishery,  if  he  has  previously  taken  out  a 
licence  elseivhere  in  Ireland.'"  What  does  it  amount 
to  if  he  has  not  taken  one  out  elsewhere  ?  We 
fear  that  there  are  a  good  few  places  where  the  like 
conditions  prevail.  Irish  fishing  licences  are  very 
Irish. 

The  illustrations  in  Mr.  Shrubsole's  work  are  all, 
or  nearly  all,  from  his  own  photographs,  and  are 
very  good  indeed ;  a  trifle  blacker  and  richer  ink 
would  have  done  more  justice  to  them,  though  the 
general  printing  of  the  work  is  excellent.  The 
coast  scenery  leads  Mr.  S.  into  continual  out- 
bursts, which  no  doubt  are  fully  justified. >  Of  that 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Horn  Head  he  says: 
"  The  green  water,  flecked  here  and  there  with 
white  foam,  forms  a  beautiful  and  fitting  base  for 
the  marvellously-coloured  cliffs  rising  from  amidst 
it,  and  rearing  their  heights  against  the  clear  sky, 
the  huge  flocks  of  sea  birds  wheeling  and  scream- 
ing around  completing  a  picture  that  must  appeal 
to  even  the  least  artistic  onlooker." 

Mr.  S.  must  have  felt  quite  pleased  with  himself 
after  writing  this,  and  we  can  imagine  him  calling, 
"  Waiter !  bring  me  a  tankard  of  bitter  flecked 
here  and  there  with  white  foam."  He  proceeds : 
"The  truly  wonderful  colouring  of  these  cliffs 
arises  not  only  from  the  play  of  light  on  them,  but 
also  from  their  actual  composition.  The  whole 
coast  along  the  sea  consists  of  greenstone  porphyry, 
composed  of  very  fine  granular  greenstone  of  a 
dark  green  colour,  with  imbedded  prismatic 
crystals  of  flesh-red  and  yellowish-white  felspar,  a 
rock  which  affords  a  most  beautiful  appearance 
when  moistened  by  the  sea,  particularly  so  in  this 
case,  as  it  is  intersected  in  different  directions  by 
veins  of  snow-white  quartz.  There  are  imbedded 
in  these  veins  large  camellse  of  ironglance  of  steel - 
grey  colour,  copper  pyrites  and  iron  pyrites,  and 
particles  of  lamellar  chlorites."  If  something 
besides  rocks  did  not  get  moistened  over  that— 
quarts  of  snow  white — we  are  greatly  mistaken ; 
it  makes  one  thirsty  to  read  it. 

Mr.  Shrubsole's  book  is  much  the  best  general 
guide  to  county  Donegal  with  which  we  are 
acquainted — the  excellent  illustrations  and  maps 
add  greatly  to  its  value.  No  doubt,  as  he  says, 
many  lovely  but  now  deserted  spots  on  this  coast 
are  destined  to  grow  into  favourite,  if  not  fashion- 
able, watering  placas.  Anglers  who  want  good 
free  brown  trout  fishing  would  do  well  to  note 
what  is  said  about  the  numerous  lakes  and  streams 
of  Donegal.  In  the  spring  sport  is  said  to  be 
certain,  and  generally  speaking  good  brown  trout 
fishing  is  to  be  had.  R.  B.  M. 


Franklin  on  the  American  Eagle. — Benjamin 
Franklin's  contumelious  characterisation  of  the 
eagle  is  contained  in  Audubon's  Ornithological 
Biography,  and  reads  as  follows  :  "  For  my  part," 
says  he,  in  one  of  his  letters,  "  I  wish  the  Bald  Eagle 
had  not  been  chosen  as  the  representative  of  our 
country.  Ho  is  a  bird  of  bad  moral  character; 
he  does  not  get  his  living  honestly  ;  you  may  have 
seen  him  perched  on  some  dead  tree,  where,  too 
lazy  to  fish  for  himself,  he  watches  the  labours  of 
the  Fishing  Hawk,  and  when  that  diligent  bird  has 
at  length  taken  a  fish,  and  is  bearing  it  to  his  nest 
for  the  support  of  his  mate  and  young  ones,  the 
Bald  Eagle  piursues  him  and  takes  it  from^him. 
With  all  this  injustice,  he  is  never  in  good  case,  but 
like  those  among  men  who  live  by  sharping  and 
robbing,  he  is  generally  poor,  and  often  very  lousy. 
Besides,  he  is  a  rank  coward  ;  the  little  King  Bird, 
not  bigger  than  a  Sparrow,  attacks  him  boldly,  and 
drives  him  out  of  the  district.  He  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  a  proper  emblem  for  the  brave  and 
honest  Cincinnati  of  America,  who  have  driven  all 
the  King  Birds  from  our  country." — Forest  and 
Stream. 
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MESSES.  HAEEY  PEEL  AND  SONS' 
NEW  SPINNING  BAITS. 

A  FEW  weeks  ago  I  had  some  notes  in  the 
Fishmg  Gazette  on  the  making  of  artificial  spinning 
baits,  especially  gudgeon,  minnows,  and  "Cale- 
donians," and  mentioned  that  at  last  I  had  found 
a  firm  of  bait  manufacturers,  who  do  a  large 
wholesale  trade,  who  agreed  to  adopt  some  sug- 
gestions I  had  made  to  strengthen  the  baits  and 
ensure  a  good  spin.  ' 


I  think,  that  nothing  in  the  way  of  a  spinning  bait 
is  so  irresistible  as  one  which  spins  well  merely  from 
a  curved  tail,  the  rapidly  revolving  tail  seems  to 
mesmerise  the  fish. 

The  illustrations  show  the  Peel  gudgeons  and  i 
minnow  and  the  brass  foundation  and  tube.  I 
am  sorry  that  the  markings  .and  colouring,  which 
are  excellent,  cannot  be  shown.  Those  who  prefer 
a  bait  with  soft  rubber  body  can  have  them  so 
made,  but  those  illustrated  are  all  hard  gutta- 
percha bodies. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  the  i 
well-known  angler  and  winner  of  so  many  first 


and  whoever  the  maker  is  I  think  he  must  be  an 
angler,  and  I  am  sure  he  is  a  practical  mechanic, 
who,  knowing  what  is  wanted,  knows  also  how  to 
make  it— a  combination  unfortunately  too  seldom 
met  with. 

"  In  the  bait  before  me,  every  detail  seems  to 
have  been  well  thought  out,  and  with  the  exception 
that  I  think  perhaps  the  smaller  sizes  should  bo 
mounted  on  very  fine  wire  gimp  instead  of  gut,  I 
can  see  no  room  for  improvement. 

"I  would  suggest  that  the  pike  size  be  made 
about  half  an  inch  longer,  and  with  the  tube  just 
one  size  larger  in  internal  diampter,  and  I  should 


^'  Fig.  B.  Fig.  C.     '  Fig.  D,  \ 

New  Spinning  Baits  jiade  by  Messrs.  HASRr  Peel  and  Sons,  Highfield  Works,  Redditch, 


The  old  artificial  gutta-percha  bait  used  to  break  ' 
up  very  soon  because  the  tube  was  weak  and  the  ! 
mld^^fl      A.'"^^    ^  suggested  to  Messrs.  Peel 
shI^.  tlf  °°       ^        of  metal  so  the 

nni  I  J  T^'  ""^^^  *°  the  line  could  i 

ofihe  hF^^  "fj"'^  ^"'i       tliat  the  tail 

flat  bra,,  ^  continuation  of  the  bit  of  i 

«  hif     1    ^  *  ^^^"-^y  brilliant  spin,  I  had  I 

end  ofVh<ff  ^'P^'"'^  °°  *°  ^^^^  ^^^^  °f  the  lower 
Sfn^b  ?ilt  ,^ o  I         the  bait  I 

^Zl  ;  •;  ^r''*'',®  serrated  brass  plate  adds  very 
Zn  wi'   fo'^^'^^K^-  g'^P  «^        is  better 

bendind  .  ^«  ^i^e  takes  a 

bend  and  prevents  a  good  spin.    There  is  no  doubt.  I 


prizes  in  tournament  bait  casting  competitions, 
was  very  satisfactory  to  me  after  the  trouble  I  had  I 
taken  and  Messrs.  Peel  had  taken  to  get  the  baits 
made,  as  I  have  for  nearly  twenty  years  tried  m 
vain  to  get  them  made.  R.  b.  M.  i 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  carefully  tried 
the  spinning  bait  you  sent  me,  both  in  still 
and  rapid  water,  and  it  has  given  me  the  greatest 
possible  satisfaction  ;  indeed,  I  consider  it  the  best 
artificial  bait  I  have  ever  used. 

"The  'spin'  is  perfect,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  take  fish  as  well,  or  better,  than  the  natural 
bait.  1 

"  It  is  properly  made  and  beautifully  finished,  I 


-say,  'iin.  extreme 


like  to  try  a  smaller  size- 
length. 

"  I  am  returning  the  baits  sent  me  by  same  post. 
—Yours  very  truly,  "  J.  T.  Emery. 

"Duloe  House,  Leytonstone." 

Reproaching  a  He.aese. 
A  bright  example  of  the  short  sweet  story  was 
told  in  the  somewhat  muggj-  atmosphore  of  a 
dressing-room  at  a  certain  popular  West  End 
theatre  the  other  night.  An  urcliin  wlio  had  been 
all  but  run  over  by  a  hearse  looked  up  at  the  driver, 
and  said  in  bitter  reproach  :  "  Now  then — greedy  !  " 
— London  Opinion. 
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GEEENHEAKT  V. 

SPLIT-CANE  EODS. 

Referking  to  your  article  on  my  new  catalogue, 
and  the  correspondence  that  has  ensued,  I  now  give 
you  my  experience  as  to  the  merits  of  greenheart 
and  split-cane  rods  respectively. 

Your  remarks  and  illustrations  are  quite  clear  to 
me.  The  only  fault  I  have  to  find  is  that  a  little 
too  much  credit  is  given  the  greenheart. 

What  I  have  now  to  say  has  been  gleaned  from 
practical  experience,  and  not  from  mere  theory. 
The  rods  I  intend  dealing  with  are  those  made  from 
the  finest  selected  greenheart,  by  experienced 
fishermen,  and  split-cane  rods  by  the  best  American 
and  English  makers  I  have  handled  rods  by 
almost  all  the  best  makers  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  have  thoroughly  tested  them  on  many  occa- 
sions, principally  by  fishing  with  them,  which  is, 
after  all,  the  best  test. 

The  differences  I  find  on  comparing  the  one  rod 
with  the  other  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  split-cane  has  not  got  the  same  amount 
of  casting  power. 

(a)  Greater  exertion  is  required  in  getting  out 
the  line,  therefore  more  tiring. 

(h)  You  cannot  cast  with  the  same  ease  against 
!  the  wind  ;  a  thicker  line  must  be  used, 

therefore  a  light  accurate  cast  cannot  be 
made. 

2.  The  splil-cane  does  not  impart  the  proper 
movement  to  the  fly. 

(a)  When  a  fish  takes  hold  of  the  fly  the  top  of 
the  rod  bends  down,  and  has  not  sufficient 
power  to  hook  him.  Scores  of  fish  are 
lost  in  this  way. 
(6)  Once  hooked,  the  fish  has  such  control  over 
the  rod  that  the  point  is  pulled  down, 
[  consequently  the  line  becomes  "  bagged," 

and  command  of  the  fish  is  at  once  lost. 

3.  Double  the  time  is  required  in  killing  a  fish, 
and  far  more  are  lost  with  the  split-cane  than  with 
the  greenheart. 

4.  Split-cane  rods  are  more  liable  to  break,  and 
when  broken  are  more  difficult  to  repair. 

5.  No  two  split-cane  rods  can  be  made  exactly 
alike.  If  the  balance  is  not  satisfactory  at  first 
it  cannot  be  altered. 

6.  They  do  not  keep  their  power,  and  consequently 
require  to  be  made  heavier  to  give  the  same  power 
as  greenheart. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  disadvantages  that  give 
me  no  hesitation  m  saying  that  "  greenheart  "  is 
better  than  "  split-cane  "  as  a  rod-making  material. 
Had  I  found  split-cane  superior,  or  even  of  the 
slightest  advantage  in  adding  one  trout  more  to 
my  basket,  I  would  have  adopted  it  thirty  years  ago. 
During  all  those  years  I  have  never  once  recom- 
mended a  split-cane  rod  to  a  single  client.  My 
candid  opinion  is  there  is  as  much  difference  between 
a  split-cane  and  a  greenheart  rod  as  there  is  between 
a  cheap  Birmingham  gun  and  a  "  Purdy." 

A  greenheart  rod  is  far  more  pleasant  to  fish  with, 
and  has  a  feel  about  it  that  cannot  be  got  from 
cane  ;  the  slightest  touch  at  the  hook  being  con- 
veyed right  to  the  hand.  Again,  the  "  steely " 
spring  that  it  is  imbued  with  makes  casting  a 
pleasure,  and  the  easy  way  the  line  is  lifted  from 
the  water  and  then  sent  forward  is  itself  a  great 
boon.  In  fact,  the  rod  does  the  whole  thing. 
With  split  -cane,  on  the  other  hand,  a  strong  pull  is 
required  to  make  the  line  go  out,  thereby  making 
"  a  toil  of  a  pleasure."  In  casting  where  there  is 
any  obstacle  behind  the  angler,  such  as  a  high  bank 
or  under  bushes,  the  greenheart  will  swing  and 
switch  out  a  line  where  cane  would  prove  inadequate. 
I  cannot  do  it  with  cane,  and  I  have  never  seen  any 
other  angler  who  can  manage  to  do  this  with  the 
same  amount  of  ease  as  with  the  greenheart.  Then 
we  hear  a  great  deal  about  casting  a  long  line,  but 
is  it  not  the  case  that  both  split-cane  and  greenheart 
rods  will  throw  a  much  longer  line  than  one  can 
control  or  fish  comfortably  with  ?  Wliat  I  have  to 
say  is  this  :  Given  two  rods — one  a  spht-cane  and 
the  other  a  greenheart— both  of  the  same  length 
and  weight,  and  casting  the  same  length  of  line, 
far  less  power  is  required  in  doing  the  work  with 
the  greenheart. 

Several  years  ago,  while  I  was  fishing  a  beat  on  the 
Tay,  a  nobleman  was  also. fishing  about  half  a  mite 
higher  up.  I  did  not  know  at  first  who  he  was,  but 
after  watching  him  making  a  few  casts  I  at  once 
recognised  him.  Later  on  in  the  day,  when  we  met, 
I  remarked  to  his  lordshi|)  that  I  had  observed  him 


fishing  the  beat  above  me.  He  asked  how  I  knew 
him,  being  so  far  above.  "  Why,"  I  said,  "  by  the 
movement  of  your  split-cane  rod  while  casting." 

To  get  out  his  line  properly,  all  his  strength  was 
required,  and  I  knew  at  once  by  the  amount  of 
force  he  was  using  who  the  nobleman  was.  If 
anyone  wishes  to  prove  this  he  has  only  to  try  a 
solid  cane,  and  see  the  amount  of  exertion  that  is 
required  to  enable  one  to  get  enough  movement  to 
send  out  the  line.  A  great  deal  of  nonsense  has 
been  talked  about  the  superior  killing  power  of 
split-cane  over  greenheart.  I  will  not  for  one 
moment  believe  it.  What  I  see  others  doing  with 
split-cane  is  exactly  what  I  experienced  myself. 
Many  angleis  who  do  not  consider  themselves 
strong  enough  for  greenheart  use  split-cane,  remark- 
ing that  they  are  lighter  than  greenheart,  never 
taking  into  consideration  that  far  greater  exertion 
is  required  on  their  part  to  get  the  rod  to  do  the 
same  amount  of  work  as  a  greenheart  of  the  same 
length.  Such  complain  to  me  before  the  day  has 
far  advanced  that  they  are  tired  out  and  feel  their 
shoulders  ache.  For  my  part,  I  can  fish  with  my 
18ft.  greenheart  rod  for  three  consecutive  weeks,  and 
average  ten  fish  per  day,  and  never  feel  a  bit  tired. 
One  day  with  a  split-cane  would  upset  me  so  much 
that  I  would  not  care  whether  I  fished  the  next_^day 
or  not. 

Then  as  to  their  killing  powers.  Time  and  again 
I  have  seen  the  angler  using  a  split-cane  rod  hook 
fish  both  above  and  below  me.  If  the  fish  proved 
to  be  a  large  one,  down  went  the  point  of  the  rod, 
and  away  went  the  fish  tearing  down  the  stream. 
Almost  breathless,  the  angler  would  race  after  him, 
only  to  find  that  the  fish  had  changed  his  mind,  and 
had  now  bolted  up  stream.  There  he  goes,  running 
up  and  own  the  side  of  the  river  like  a  lamp-lighter, 
disturbing  the  water  for  himself  and  those  that 
follow.  Contrast  this  with  the  angler  using  a 
greenheart  rod.  Why,  when  a  fish  is  hooked  he 
stands  where  he  is  ;  there  is  no  pulling  doAvn  the 
top,  and,  what  is  more,  the  line  is  always  straight 
between  him  and  his  prize.  There  is  no  racing  up 
and  down  stream,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  fish 
is  grassed  and  another  hooked  in  the  same  way. 
This  may  be  repeated  perhaps  half  a  dozen  times, 
whereas  the  split-cane  man  may  get  one  and  disturb 
the  pool  for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  When  I  say 
"  greenheart  rods,"  I  mean  those  with  plenty  of 
backbone  in  them.  Mr.  E.  Sturdy  has  explained 
this  so  well  in  one  of  your  issues  that  I  need  not 
repeat  it.  Well  do  I  remember  fishing  with  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  who  gave  me  one  of  his  greenheart 
rods  to  try.  This  rod  had  a  very  supple  butt,  and 
was  weak  all  over.  Starting  at  the  top  of  the  stream, 
I  fished  it  very  carefully  over,  and  rose  no  fewer 
than  four  fish,  failing  to  hook  one.  Had  I  been  using 
my  own  rod,  I  am  certain  that  not  one  would  have 
escaped,  judging  by  the  way  they  took  the  fly. 
One  can  easily  prove  what  I  say  by  simply  harling 
from  a  boat.  If  supple  rods  are  used  fish  after  fish 
will  seize  the  fly  and  fail  to  hook.  Then,  again,  we 
hear  a  great  deal  about  cane  being  almost  un- 
breakable. This  I  will  not  entertain,  judging  by 
the  number  I  get  in  for  repairs. 

An  incident  which  happened  a  good  many  years 
ago  comes  back  to  my  memory,  and  is,  perhaps, 
worth  relating.  Walking  up  the  side  of  a  river, 
I  chanced  to  pass  an  angler  fishing  in  the  middle  of 
the  stream.  On  seeing  me,  he  cried  out  had  I  got 
a  "  split-cane  steel-centred  rod."  "  No,"  I  replied, 
"  only  an  old  piece  of  greenheart  that  I  have  had  for 
years,  and  am  perfectly  satisfied  with."  "  Oh  !" 
he  said,  "  you  ought  to  get  one  ;  they  last  a  life- 
time, are  unbreakable,  and  only  cost  ten  guineas." 
Passing  on,  I  fished  the  next  pool,  but  had  not  given 
many  casts  when  I  saw  that  my  friend  was  in  trouble. 
From  where  I  stood  I  could  see  that  one  of  the 
sections  of  his  middle  piece  had  sprung  from  the  rest. 
He  asked  my  advice  on  the  matter,  and  I  told  him 
to  send  it  to  the  makers  and  get  a  new  mid-piece. 
This  accordingly  he  did,  but  the  new  one  went  the 
same  way  as  the  former.  I  would  like  to  know  how 
many  new  rods  this  angler  has  had  since  then. 
Mine  is  still  as  good  and  as  straight  as  the  day  it 
was  made,  and,  what  is  more,  has  had  rougher 
usage  during  the  last  twenty  years  than  it  had  then. 

A  good  deal  is  being  said  about  the  power  of  rods. 
Many  people  believe  that  the  longer  the  rod  the 
more  powerful  it  is.  This  is  not  the  case.  A  30ft. 
rod,  weighing  50oz.,  is  not  so  powerful  in  landing  a 
fish  as  a  3ft.  rod  weighing  as  many  ounces.  No  doubt 
it  will  astonish  you  when  I  tell  you  that  all  the 
trolling  I  have  done  with  minnow  during  the  last 
twelve  years  for  large  trout  and  an  occasional 


salmon  has  been  done  on  a  greenheart  rod 
weighing  4^oz.  With  one  of  the  same  a  gentleman 
killed  this  spring  no  fewer  than  sixteen  fish  averaging 
201b.  The  little  greenheart  spinning  rods,  from 
Oft.  to  12ft.,  that  are  so  much  used  are  as  powerful 
as  many  18ft.  greenheart  rods.  They  have  much 
more  power  than  is  ever  required  of  them,  and 
could  break  the  strongest  tackle  ;  and  yet  the  rods 
seldom  break.  I  asked  a  gentleman  the  other  day, 
who  is  far  and  away  the  best  angler  I  have  ever 
kno^vTl,  both  for  salmon  and  trout,  what  he  thought 
of  cane  rods.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  pinning  his 
faith  in  greenheart,  and  to  back  up  his  statement 
showed  me  a  rod  he  had  bought  at  the  Fisheries' 
Exhibition  in  1883.  This  rod  he  has  continually 
fished  with,  killing  on  many  occasions  over  1001b. 
of  trout,  and  to-day  it  is  as  good  as  when  he  bought 
it.  It  is  far  quicker  when  a  trout  rises  than  a  split- 
cane,  and  in  landing  a  fish  it  stands  up  beautifully. 
Contrasting  this  with  another  angler  whom  I  saw 
fishing  from  a  boat,  on  hooking  a  trout  the  latter 
made  for  under  the  boat,  at  once  doubling  up  the 
point  of  the  rod  as  it  went.  It  looked  quite  ridicu- 
lous from  my  position  to  see  his  rod  doubled  up  into 
the  shape  of  a  hoop.  Command,  of  course,  was 
lost,  and  he  and  the  trout  parted  company.  Had 
he  been  using  a  greenheart  rod,  he  could  have 
easily  guided  the  line  round  the  boat  and  got  the 
trout  out  of  danger,  for  it  could  never  have  pulled 
down  a  greenheart  rod  in  such  a  fashion.  Just  last 
week  an  American  angler  showed  me  a  split-cane 
rod  weighing  4|^oz.,  costing  over  6  guineas.  This 
rod  greatly  pleased  him,  for  taking  the  point  in  his 
hand  he  could  bend  it  round  until  it  almost  touched 
the  butt.  I  told  him  if  he  used  this  rod  I  would 
have  no  trouble  in  catching  double  the  number 
of  trout  in  a  day  that  he  would. 

A  rod  that  doubles  up  in  such  a  fashion  I  detest ; 
in-  fact,  I  would  rather  not  fish  at  all  than  fish  with 
such  a  weapon.  In  loch  fishing  trout  sometimes 
rise  so  quickly  to  the  fly  that  they  leave  it  before  you 
have  time  to  strike.  With  a  split-cane  rod  the 
quicker  you  strike  the  slower  you  are  in  hooking. 
This  may  at  first  seem  strange,  nevertheless  it  is  a 
fact.  To  prove  my  assertion  you  have  only  to 
keep  the  point  of  your  rod,  say,  2ft.  above  the 
water  and  then  strike  as  quick  as  you  can.  In 
almost  every  case  you  will  find  that  the  point  of  the 
rod  strikes  the  water  before  springing  back  to 
tighten  the  line.  The  greater  the  movement  in 
the  rod  the  greater  the  distance  the  point  will  have 
to  travel,  thereby  lessening  the  chance  of  hooking 
your  fish.  Thousands  of  trout  fail  to  get  hooked 
from  this  cause,  and  many  an  angler  rises  fish  and 
wonders  why  he  cannot  hook  them.  In  fact,  I 
would  sooner  fish  with  a  roach-pole  than  with  a 
4|oz.  split-cane.  Again,  look  at  the  time  that  is 
wasted  in  landing  a  fish.  It  may  suit  some  people, 
who  are  satisfied  with,  perhaps,  a  brace  of  trout, 
but  it  is  out  of  the  question  when  one  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  less  than  three  or  four  dozen.  To  fish 
lochs  with  4oz.  or  5oz.  split-cane  rods  is  a  snare  and 
delusion.  The  Yankee  laughs  at  the  Britisher, 
using  such  heavy,  strong  rods  ;  but  what  does  he  do 
with  such  toys  when  he  comes  across  here  ?  This 
reminds  me  of  a  steel  rod  an  American  angler 
brought  over  to  me.  It  was  beautifully  made,  and 
felt  very  powerful.  I  rather  liked  the  feel  of  it, 
but  on  trying  its  powers  it  bent  so  much  that  I 
might  as  well  have  had  a  line  in  my  hand.  One 
trial  was  enough,  so  I  gave  it  to  one  of  my  boys, 
who  uses  it  for  catching  minnows,  and  it  manages 
to  do  this  light  work  very  well. 

If  I  want  a  rod  to  have  the  same  action  as  cane, 
all  I  have  to  do  is  to  make  one  of  lancewood.  This 
would  double  up  like  cane,  and  stand  a  very  great 
strain  before  breaking,  and,  besides,  would  be  a 
great  deal  cheaper.  Speaking  about  cheapness, 
a  traveller  called  on  me  not  many  weeks  ago  and 
offered  me  three -joint  spUt-cane  rods  at  3s.  6d.  each. 
I  remarked  that  they  were  dear  at  the  money, 
whereupon  he  said  that  if  I  gave  him  a  fair  order 
I  could  have  them  at  3s.  Needless  to  say,  he 
failed  to  book  an  order. 

I  am  quite  confident  that  during  the  last  twenty 
years  very  little  improvement  has  been  made  in 
iods.  The  makers  of  wood  rods  then  knew  better 
how  to  balance  a  rod  than  they  do  now.  This  is 
not  my  own  opinion  only,  but  the  opinion  of  scores 
of  the  best  anglers  and  many  of  the  best  tackle 
manufacturers.  Several  of  the  latter  have  written 
me  since  this  discussion  arose.  One  writes  as 
follows  :  "  With  all  due  deference  to  what  has  been 
said  about  cane  rods,  I  find  greenheart  far  superior 
both  for  wet  and  dry  fly  fishing."    Another  gentle- 


man-namely,  Mr.  James  Ogden,  the  well.kno\vn 
tackle-maker— writes  :  "  I  have  often  thought  of 
writing  you  on  the  subject  of  recent  correspondence 
in  the  Ftshtng  Gazette  re  split-cane  and  greenheart 
1  am  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  latter  for  trout 
rods,  and  regularly  have  orders  from  customers 
Who  are  in  possession  of  several  split-canes  who 
have  utterly  discarded  them  in  favour  of  green- 
Heart  And  other  manufacturers  have  \vritten 
me  in  much  the  same  strain. 

I  trust  I  have  made  my  remarks  clear  to  your 
readers^  A  great  many  other  points  I  might  have 
touched  on,  but  fee)  I  have  said  enough  to  prove 
that  greenheart  is  superior  to  split-cane 

P.  D.  Malloch. 


MAETIN  KELLY,  OF  DUBLIN. 

«!a??^n''^\^^^"''  ^^^^^  Son,  of  56,  Lower 
Sackville-street,  Dublin,  have  kindly  lent  me  a 
S^  k""^^  from  the  old  copper-plate  originally 
used  by  the  founder  of  the  celebrated  firm  about  I 
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class  labelled  "  sporting  tourists,"  that  throng  the  line 

t-lT^li'^""'"'''  ^""^  Chicoutimi  in  the 

height  of  the  season,  comprising  men  of  afiFairs  whose 
sedentary  lives  unfit  them  to  ^vrestle  with  the 
elements  and  privations  inseparable  from  a  wilder- 
ness jaunt. 

Fortunately  for  the  clubless  sportsman,  there  are 
two  resorts  along  the  Hne  that  still  present  a  defiant 
front  to  the  destructive  influences  that  have  sapped 
the  resources  of  that  loveliest  of  trout  riversf  the 
lower  Batiscan.  Lakes  Edward  and  St  John  are 
respectively  the  headwaters  of  trout  and  ouananiche 
bport  with  the  ouananiche  can  be  enojyed  amid  the 
most  luxurious  surroundings,  but  the  best  angling 
must  be  sought  for  in  rivers  that  head  far  back  in 
the  wilderness.  The  landlocked  is  but  a  punv  rival 
compared  to  those  great  trout  that  throng  Lake 
Edward  and  the  wild  sequestered  lakes  of  the 
Government  preserve.  Lake  Edward  is  supple- 
mented by  a  large  strip  of  ;territory  abutting  on  the 
Government  land,  reserved  exclusively  for  the 
delectation  of  that  numerous  class  of  sportsmen  that 
prefer  to  keep  in  touch  with  civilisation  while 
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Orders  forwarded  to  ail  parh  ofEji^larcd.ScoUcmdc^mdcMh  ca7-ei,  dc-ypalck. 


the  year  1810.  What  the  object  on  the  dog's 
back  IS  I  am  uncertain,  probably  either  a  powder 
flask  or  a  whiskey  flask.  The  angler  appears  to 
have  guards  like  cricket  pads  on  the  front  of  his 
^^S'-    E.  B.  M. 

TEOUT  FISHING  AT  LAKE 
EDWAED. 


The  brook  trout  attains  his  greatest  size  and 
Vigour  m  the  cold  waters  of  the  far  North,  Ontario 
and  Quebec  monopohsing  the  best  of  the  sport 
Ihe  conditions  that  confront  the  votaries  of  the 
rod  and  gun  are  somawhat   complex  and  exas- 
peratmg.^    The  visiting  sportsman  who  proposes 
to  hunt  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  a  week  or  so 
IS  mulcted  for  a  season's   licence.     Clubs  are 
stormily  protesting  against  the  alleged  invasion  of 
their  rights  and  privileges ;  meanwhile,  trappers  and 
other  nondescript  characters  penetrate  the  preserve 
m  late  fall  and  wmter  to  harry  the  yarding  moose 
and  commit  other  depredations,  the  small  staff  of 
wardens  being  incapable  of  supervising  the  inter- 
mmable  network  of  lakes  and  streams.   To  invade 
the  wilds  of  Lake  Jacques  Cartier  will  test  the 
physical  prowess  of  the  sportsman.   This  lake  and 
iiatiscan,  situated  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Lauren- 
tides,  are  haunted  by  great  speckled  trout,  while 
moose  and  caribou  await  the  advent  of  the  daring 
nimrod.     Clubs  control  the  headwaters  of  thi 
liatiscan,  Jeanotta,  and  most  of  the  available  points  I 
m  the  province  for  fly-casting,  but  have  made  little  i 
impression  on  that  vast  system  of  forests,  lakes,  and 
nvers,  extending  far  beyond  Temagami  on  the  west  ' 
and  north  to  Labrador.    This  region  has  untold 
charms  for  those  that  rejoice  in  the  wild,  rough  life 
of  the  forest.    But  all  this  is  a  vain  dream  to  that 


enjoying  a  modicum  of  wild  life.    To  all  such,  a 
pleasant  outing  is  assured  on  Eowley's  preserve 
The  proprietor  of  the  Laurentides  House  furnishes 
complete  camping  outfits,  including  steam  launch. 
Good  guides  are  at  a  premium  in  August  and 
September.    This  tip,  along  with  the  comfortable 
camps  located  near  choice  trolling,  will  please  the 
old  anglers  whose  campmg  days  are  over.  Trolling 
with  chub  or  minnow  is  the  vogue,  the  deep  waters 
of  the  lake  precluding  fly-fishing.    Quebec  is  the 
nearest  pomt  for  angle  worms,  but  chub  are  always 
procurable.    Rat  river  and  some  of  the  lesser  tribu- 
taries abound  with  small  and  medium-sized  trout 
wil  mg  captives  to  the  wibs  of  the  Parmachenee- 
b3lle,  or  most  any  bright  hued  conception,  but  the 
^*!^f  J\^°ipliatically  the  paradise  of  the  troUer  and 
still  fisher.  Strong  tackle  is  obHgatory,  as  giant  trout 
haunt  Its  depths.  I  know  of  no  pubhc  waters  that 
yield  such  large  returns.    Considering  its  accessi- 
bility, it  fairiy  rivals  the  Nepigon."  The  beauty  of 
Lake  Edward  is  sadly  marred  by  fire-blasted  woods 
J^ortunately,  the  greater  portion  of  the  preserve  was 
spared. 

Many  beautiful  ponds  and  lakes  are  hidden  in 
the  depths  of  the  forest,  but  none  can  compare 
with  Algonquin  Lake,  a  lovely  gem  set  amid  delight- 
ful mountain  scenery.  This  charming  trout  water 
is  Imked  to  Lake  Edward  by  two  pretty  lakes  and  a 
tiny  pond.  These  lakes  seldom  produce  larg- 
fontmahs,  but  the  magnetism  of  their  beauty 
annually  draws  a  host  of  admirers.  A  trifling  portage 
connects  Algonquin  with  that  charming  midget  of  a 
lake  Stanislaus,  that  mirrors  stately  forests  unmarred 
by  axe  or  fire,  lacking  only  the  presence  of  noble 
game  to  enthuse  the  sportsman's  heart.  A  stream 
barely  navigable  leads  into  Lost  Lake,  whose  sug- 
gestive appellation  harmonises  with  the  dreamy 
beauty  of  the  forest  lakelet.  A  snug  camp  near  the 


outlet  detracts  much  from  its  wilderness  and  soli- 
tude The  miniature  rapids  and  falls  at  the  outlet  of 
this  handsome  lake  are  thronged  with  speckled 
jumpars  that  take  kindly  to  feathers.  The  trout  of 
this  forest  brook  are  exquisitely  flavoured  and  tinted 
Considering  the  charming  environment  of  these 
dainty  water  sprites,  a  trout  creeled  amid  the 
rippling  music  of  glancing  waters  will  cause  the 
angler  s  heart  to  thrill  with  a  satisfaction  unknown 
to  the  wielder  of  the  minnow  gang. 

The  stream  b?Iow  the   quick-water  meanders 
through  beautiful  woods  untouched  by  fire  Its 
winding  course  is  frequently  enUvened  by  the 
dashing  refrain  of  mimic  falls  and  rapids,  the  blissful 
abode  of  crimson  spots,  eventually  comminglmg  its 
bright  waters  with  Lake  Eveline.  Som3  two  miles 
below  Lost  Lake,  a  rude  trail  shuffles  off  through 
dense  woods  to  the  Lake  of  the  Caribous.  I  hunted 
around  this  lake  in  September,  1904,  but  failed  to 
sight  a  smgle  head  of  game.  The  woods  and  waters 
appeared  deserted.   A  few  stray  grouse  and  ducks 
made  up  a  discouraging  total.  The  man  that  comes 
m  on  a  good  tracking  snow,  and  hunts  on  the  edge 
of  the  Government  preserve,  is  wise.    Luck  occa- 
sionally intervenes.   I  encountered  two  sportsmen 
on  their  way  out,  the  jubilant  possessors  of  a  fine 
set  of  antlers.   An  old  bull  caribou  had  blundered 
into  their  camp,  and  promptly  received  a  leaden 
blessing.    The  meat  was  abominably  tough  and 
stringy,  and  partially  avenged  his  unseemly  taking 
off.     The  roving  bands  of  anglers  and  fledgUng 
sportsmen  that  throng  the  woods  during  the  height 
of  the  fishing  season  stampede  the  larger  game,  and 
frequently  render  farcical  efforts  to  secure  the 
coveted  shot.  A  few  parties  displayed  some  insigni- 
ficant trophy,  but  the  majority  drew  blank.  The 
hunter's  chances  of  securing  the  coveted  prize  would 
be  quadrupled  on  the  Government  preserve,  even  in 
September,  as  the  combination  of  high  licence  and 
tough  going  fends  off  the  crowd.  A  hght  rifle  help.? 
vary  the  camp  menu,  but  the  premier  attraction 
from  June  to  Octobsr  is  the  speckled  trout.  The 
wildest  portion  of  Rowley's  preserve  lies  between 
Caribou  Lake  and  Edward.  Beautiful  ponds  gleam 
from  out  the  forest  depth.    The  stilhiess  of  the 
woods  IS  supreme,  but  even  in  this  remote  section 
the  hunter's  quest  is  vain.   The  scenic  beauties  of 
this  route  amply  compensate  the  lover  of  the  wilds 
for  the  dearth  of  large  gams. 

The  best  of  the  fly-fishing  is  controlled  by  a  club 
whose  headquarters  are  near  the  falls  of  the  Jeanotte. 
The  immense  spawning  pool  above  the  first  pitch 
and  a  long  stretch  of  quick-water  below  are  closed 
to  the  anghng  pubUc.    Fortunately  for  the  ander 
who  disdains  not  the  seductive  strip  of  chub"  or 
squirmer,  a  portion  of  this  pool  projects  into 
Rowley's  domain.    The  large  trout  coUect  here  in 
September,  preparatory  to  spawning,  leaving  the 
streams  and  outlets  of  the  smaller  expanses  in  pos- 
session of  the  younger  set  that  rise  voraciously  to  the 
fly,  and  furnish  no  mean  sport  on  light  tackle.  It  was 
late  September  when  I  drifted  in  from  the  caribou 
country,  and  pitched  my  last  camp  close  to  a  merry 
tributary  of  Lake  Edward,  replete  with  the  speckled 
trout  that  fui-nished  a  welcome  change  from  the 
omnipresent  bacon.  Frosty  nights,  supplemented  by 
freezing  gales,  had  chilled  the  ardour  of  the  old  vets, 
and  sent  them  scurrying  southward.     My  first 
attempt  to  reach  the  Jeanotte  pool,  about  two  miles 
off  camp,  came  near  being  a  fiasco.   From  start  to 
fimsh  we  were  immersed  in  a  vortex  of  snow,  appal- 
hiig  in  Its  savagery,  propelled  by  gales  of  frigidity 
that  pierced  to  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  sweater. 
While  this  snowy  travesty  on  winter  wrapped  the 
canoe  and  its  occupants  in  its  chnging  embrace 
pluggmg  away  in  the  teeth  of  the  blinding  storm,  w^ 
eventually  gained  our  point  and  anchored  close  to 
the  forbidden  waters.  The  trout  responded  gamely, 
but  the  merciless  flogging  administered  by  the' 
elements  turned  our  sport  into  a  rout,  and  con- 
signed us  to  the  warm  atmosphere  of  camp  Net 
results,  three  beauties.  The  catch  could  have  been 
quadrupled,  if  needed.    Before  departing,  through 
courtesy  of  Mr.  S.,  of  Chicago,  I  cast  my  flies  on  the 
prohfac  club  waters  and  played  lusty  trout,  whose 
pertmacioua  efforts  caused  the  reel  to  discourse 
dehghtful  music  that  blended  in  rapt  harmony  with 
the  diapason  of  falling  waters. 

The  fire-scarred  woods  contiguous  to  the  Quebec 
and  St.  John  Railway  are  eloquent  witnesses  to  the 
great  conflagration  that  threatened  to  obliterate  the 
scenic  attractions  of  the  Province.  The  advent  of 
the  railway  quenched  the  glory  of  many  a  bright 
trout  water,  but  signally  failed  to  lower  the  prestige 
of  Lake  Edward.  It  is  a  veritable  oasis,  enframed 
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by  the  Government  preserve  and  club  land,  and 
annually  attracts  a  host  of  visitors,  some  to  ensconce 
themselves  in  some  cabin  convenient  to  good  trolling, 
others  to  hie  away  to  the  woods  and  picnic  by  the 
shores  of  lovely  lakes,  while  rejoicing  in  the  care- 
free life  of  camp  and  forest. — Artist,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


BUKGESS'  PATENT  ALAKM  GUNS. 


If  any  of  our  readers  have  fish,  fruit,  or  game 
which  they  wish  to  protect  from  poachers,  we  can 
strongly  advise  them  to  send  to  Messrs.  Wm. 
Burgess  and  Co.,  Malvern  Wells,  England,  for 
particulars  of  their  most  effective  alarm  guns, 
which  are  safe,  simple,  and  inexpensive. 

One  of  the  largest  fish  breeders  in  the  country 
informed  us  that  having  tried  several  alarms  be 
found  those  made  by  Messrs.  Burgess  gave  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 

The  gun,  C,  is  fixed  on  the  rod,  R,  and  kept  in 
its  place  by  two  catches  inserted  in  the  rod.  The 


BuEGESs'  Patent  Alaem  Gun  No.  2. 


loaded  blank  cartridge  is  then  placed  in  the  gun 
from  above,  and  the  brass  cover  screwed  on.  The 
weight  or  hammer,  H,  is  held  in  its  place  by  the 
zinc  disc  to  which  the  wire  or  wires  are  attached. 
Upon  anyone  coming  in  contact  with  the  wire  the 
zinc  Medge  is  dislodged,  the  weight  falls  and 
explodes  the  blank  cartridge.  More  elaborate 
alarms  which  also  show  bright  light  can  be  had. 


"Aids  to  the  Choice  of  a  Holiday  Resoet" 
is  the  title  of  a  little  illustrated  pocket-hook  issued 
by  the  Midland  Railway  Company.  lb  forms  a 
complete  guide  to  over  one  hundred  holiday  reports, 
giving  a  time-table  of  the  best  trains  by  which  they 
can  bs  reached,  refreshment  arrangements,  through 
carriages,  etc.,  with  twenty-five  neat  half-tone 
illustrations.  Printed  on  thin  paper,  it  takes  very 
little  room  in  the  pocket,  and  can  with  confidence 
be  recommended  as  a  useful  vade  mecum,  not  only 
for  those  who  havo  not  yet  decided  where  to  take 
their  holiday,  but  even  for  those  who  have  fixed 
upon  their  holiday  resort  but  have  not  yet  com- 
menced their  journey. 


SHAEKS  ON  COENISH  COAST. 


Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  on 
Bank  Holiday,  repeats  a  warning  which  he  gave  a 
few  years  ago  to  bathers  from  yachts  or  small  boats 
within  the  ten-mile  limit  on  the  Cornish  coast  of 
the  risk  of  an  encounter  with  the  blue  or  porbeagle 
sharks. 

"  Only  four  days  ago,"  he  writes,  "  some  of  the 
local  mackerel  crews  saw  a  blue  shark,  7ft.  or  8ft. 
long,  swimming  within  Chapel  Point — that  is  to 
say,  not  more  than  a  mile  from  the  harbour.  A 
little  further  back  a  large  shark  broke  three  stout 
lines  in  succession  belonging  to  a  party  of  visitors 
who  were  fishing  for  pollack  five  or  six  miles  ofl. 
A  brand  new  line  was  then  essayed,  with  the  result 
that  the  monster  was  finally  captured." 

Our  St.  Austell  correspondent  states  that  sharks 
measuring  between  three  and  four  feet  long  are 
often  caught  in  St.  Austell  Bay.  In  some  instances 
they  are  sufficiently  daring  to  plunder  fishermen's 
loaded  nets  by  breaking  through  the  meshes.  A 
few  weeks  ago  a  fisherman  caught  one  measuring 
over  nine  feet.  The  hot  weather  is  said  to  account 
for  the  sharks  swimming  so  near  shore. 


AN  ANGLER'S  OUTFIT. 


The  following  idea  for  an  outfit  suitable  for  wet 
and  dry  fly  fishing  for  trout  and  grayling  may  be 
useful  to  some  of  the  younger  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

The  rod  I  use  is  a  dry-fly  split-cane  in  two 
pieces,  lOift.  long,  and  weighs  about  6joz.,  cork 
handle  and  bridge  rings.  Of  reels  I  have  two, 
with  narrow  drums  3in.  across.  They  are  very 
light,  being  made  of  an  aluminium  alloy.  The 
check  is  regulated  so  that  a  fish  may  be  struck 
from  the  reel; 

One  reel  is  filled  with  a  double-tapered  line  forty 
yards  long  (medium  size  No.  2),  and  is  kept  fatted 
for  dry-fly  fishing. 

The  other  reel  has  a  similar  line,  and  is  kept  for 
wet-fly  only. 

The  creel  should  be  a  good-shaped  wicker  one, 
and  should  have  a  removable  waterproof  lining, 
with  bag  in  front,  and  straps  for  waders  and 
mackintosh.  For  wet-fly  books  the  best  is,  I  find, 
one  with  a  celluloid  plate,  protected  by  a  wooden 
frame,  and  celluloid  leaves,  and  fitted  with  German 
silver  clips.  I  use  only  pyed  hooks  for  both  wet 
and  dry  fly.  In  this  book  may  be  carried  all  the 
flies  for  a  season's  use,  as  with  care  not  to  strain 
them  the  clips  will  take  two  flies  on  each.  There 
are  four  parchment  pockets,  which  should  be  num- 
bered: — 1,  Best  tapered  casts  (fine);  2,  points; 
3,  best  tapered  casts  (medium);  4,  for  tickets, 
licence,  etc.  In  connection  with  this  a  Paley's  cast 
pouch  should  be  used  for  carrying  made  up  casts. 

A  cast  damper  may  be  used  for  wet-fly  fishing, 
but  I  do  not  like  it,  and  gut  may  be  straightened 
in  ten  minutes  at  the  waterside,  and  not  get  soft 
and  flaccid  as  with  the  use  of  a  cast  damper. 

A  net  with  a  clip  to  catch  the  creel  strap  is  the 
best,  but  where  the  wading  is  rough  another  good 
ash  shaft,  5ft.  Gin.  long,  shod  with  iron,  should  be 
used.  A  small  brass  screw  put  through  to  secure 
the  screw  of  the  head  is  an  advantage,  as  it 
prevents  the  net  head  turning,  and  it  can  easily  be 
changed  from  one  shaft  to  the  other. 

As  regards  casts,  good  horsehair  is  the  best 
when  it  can  be  got,  but  I  find  this  season  that  the 
best  of  the  new  unbleached  gut,  undrawn,  is  good 
enough  for  even  very  shy  trout.  On  no  account 
should  good  round  gut  be  stained,  as  it  only 
shows  it  up  to  the  trout. 

In  wet-fly  fishing  I  only  use  two  flies,  about  four 
or  fiv«  feet  apart,  the  end  fly  being  the  winged 
one  and  the  dropper  a  hackled  or  spider  fly.  Thess 
can  be  fished  upstream  in  the  dry-fly  manner  and 
let  come  down  the  stream  sunk  without  drag  and 
as  naturally  as  possible. 

All  my  wet-flies  are  on  Pennell's  sneck  bend 
hooks  with  upturned  shanks,  and  for  those  up 
to  No.  1  I  use  the  "half-hitch  jamb,"  over  this 
number  I  use  the  Turle  knot. 

For  dry-flies  Mr.  Hall's  upturned  eyed  hooks  are 
the  best,  and  the  best  knot  is  the  Turle  knot. 

A  knife  with  one  blade,  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  a 
disgorger  are  necessary. 

I  do  not  think  any  fly-fisher  will  require  any- 
thing more  than  this  to  catch  trout  and  grayling 
in  any  north  country  stream.  A.  B. 


MR.  CROSSLE'S  PATENT 

"GRAVITY  MINNOW." 


About  a  year  ago  I  noticed  a  spinning  bait 
invented  by  Mr.  Leonard  F.  Crossle,  which  I  said 
was  an  interesting  and  practical  novelty.  It  is 
hollow,  and  can  be  used  even  in  lakes  where  the 
weeds  almost  touch  the  surface.  Messrs.  Wm. 
Bartleet  have,  I  am  glad  to  see,  put  the  bait  on 
the  market.  The  only  fault,  if  it  is  a  fault,  that  I 
could  find  with  the  spin  of  this  bait  was  that  it  is 
a  bit  too  regular  and  uniform  ;  and  Mr.  Crossle 
tells  me  this  has  been  to  some  extent  obviated.  I 
do  hope  that  Messrs.  Bartleet  will  see  that  the 
metal  fips  which  spin  the  bait  are  set  at  the  proper 
angle,  by  having  the  baits  tested  in  a  tank.  Of 
course,  most  anglers  who  are  used  to  spinning 
would  not  condemn  a  bait  because  it  did  not  spin 
properly  until  they  had  altered  the  angle  of  the 
metal  tins ;  but  many  a  good  bait  has  been  con- 
demned because  the  makers  sent  it  out  without 
testing  it. 

The  proprietors  claim  the  following  advantages 
for  this  bait,  and  I  think  fairly : — 

"  The  '  Gravity  Minnow'  is  so  named  because  its 
weight  and  buoyancy  can  be  adapted  to  the 
distance  to  be  cast  and  the  depth  of  the  water  to 
be  fished.  By  removing  the  metal  cap,  which,  be 
it  remarked,  does  not  unscrew  but  is  secured  by 
bayonet  catches,  the  hollow  body  of  the  bait  can 
be  wholly  or  partly  filled  with  water,  and  wil 


retain  the  quantity  of  water  admitted  unaltered 
while  the  bait  is  being  cast  out  and  drawn  in. 

"If  cast  out  empty  the  'Gravity  Minnow  '  spins 
on  the  top  of  the  water — a  useful  quality  when 
fishing  over  weeds  or  in  very  shallow  water. 

"  When  half  full  of  water  the  '  Gravity  Minnow ' 
will  spin  slowly  in  two  feet  of  water  without 
fouling  the  bottom. 

"  When  completely  full  the  '  Gravity  Minnow '  is 
suitable  for  casting  long  distances  and  for  spinning 
in  water  of  any  depth. 

"  The  '  Gravity  Minnow'  spins  well  even  at  the 
slowest  pace.  It  requires  no  lead  or  swivel  on  the 
trace.  The  '  Gravity  Minnow '  hooks  well,  but 
does  not  readily  pick  up  weeds,  since  its  one  treble 
hook  does  not  revolve. 

"Directions  for  Use. 

"  (1)  In  order  to  fill  the  bait  completely,  the  cap 
should  be  removed  and  replaced  under  water. 
For  ordinary  purposes,  or  when  fishing  from  a  high 
or  steep  bank,  it  is  sufficient  to  remove  the  cap, 
dip  the  body  in  the  water  like  a  bucket,  and 
replace  cap.  The  cap  fits  with  a  bayonet  catch. 
Do  not  attempt  to  unscrew  it,  or  you  may  damage 
the  spinning  fins  ;  merely  give  a  slight  turn. 

"  (2)  For  fishing  over  weeds,  or  in  shallow  water, 
or  when  trailing  behind  a  boat,  the  bait  may  be 
used  empty,  with  or  without  lead  on  trace. 

"(3)  If  additional  weight  is  required  a  few  shot 
may  be  inserted  in  the  hollow  body. 

"  Do  not  attempt  to  unscrew  cap ;  it  fits  with 
bayonet  catches." 

The  sole  manufacturers  and  proprietors  are 
Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey  Mills, 
Redd  itch. 
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A  MOKNING  ON  THE  TEME. 

There  were  two  of  us  fishing  the  Teme  on  the 
day  about  to  be  discoursed  upon  ;  one  older  in 
experience  and  in  years  than  the  other,  but  both 
enthusiastic  dry-fly  fishermen  eager  to  make  an 
impression  upon  the  gamesome  trout  in  the  Teme 
round  about  the  pleasant  town  of  Tenbury.  The 
■weather  on  this  particular  morning  was  as  bad  as  it 
could  be  for  angling  ;  it  was  scorchingly  hot  ;  there 
was  a  cloudless  sky,  not  a  breath  of  wind,  and  no 
^  hatch  of  fly.  Wading — an  absolute  necessity  here — 
was  a  distinct  advantage  under  the  circumstances, 
for  a  portion  of  the  human  anatomy,  at  all  events, 
was  kept  cool.  The  high,  well-wooded  banks,  too, 
broke  the  strong  rays  of  the  sun,  and,  if  one's 
exertions  were  not  strenuous,  there  was  little  to 
complain  of.  Glorious  sunshine  and  light  bags  were 
preferable  to  the  hailstorms  and  heavy  rains  (without 
weighty  creels  to  atone  somewhat  for  the  discomfort 
experienced)  prevailing  on  the  opening  day  of  our 
visit  to  the  Teme  valley. 

Half-way  down  the  long  length  of  fishing  avail- 
able the  anglers  parted,  the  younger  one  being 
specially  warned  to  be  on  the  look-out  whilst  wading 
for  pitfalls  in  the  shape  of  deep  holes  between  the 
many  layers  of  red  rock,  of  which  the  bottom  of  the 
river  was  in  parts  composed.  It  was  so  easy  to 
make  a  false  step  and  suddenly  find  oneself  over  the 
stockings,  the  more  so  as  the  clearness  of  the  water 
gave  a  somewhat  false  impression  as  to  its  real 
depth.  Jogging  quietly  down  stream  looking  out 
for  signs  of  rising  fish  the  elder  man  at  last  espied 
an  old  friend,  which  for  two  mornings  had  refused 
winged  and  hackle  fly.  The  fish  was  coming  up 
spasmodically  taking  something  which  could  not  be 
seen.  A  fancy  fly  would  not  tempt  it,  and  to  the 
attractions  of  an  alder  it  was  blind,  but  a  non- 
descript, with  bright  body  and  speckled  wmg,  proved 
too  much  temptation,  and  the  trout  soon  lay  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wicker  basket.  It  was  only  1  lb.  4oz. 
in  weight,  but  a  fish  not  to  be  despised  where  bigger 
ones  are  few  and  far  between.  On  his  own  bank, 
ten  yards  below  him,  the  angler  noticed  another  fish 
feeding.  The  same  fly  was  presented,  taken,  and  the 
fish  hooked.  The  reel  screamed  as  the  trout  rushed 
fiercely  across  almost  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  and  then  the  hook  came  away.  The  point  and 
barb  had  by  some  means  broken  off:  hence  the 
unfortunate  occurrence.  A  fresh  fly  was  tied  on, 
but  for  half  a  mile  nothing  was  observed  worthy 
attention.  Then  a  lovely,  comparatively  shallow, 
reach  was  arrived  at,  with  high  banks  and  over- 
hanging trees,  plentifully  weeded,  and  looking  as  if 
it  held  good  fish.  It  was  perfectly  wadeable.  A 
brace  of  fish,  weighing  l^lb.,  was  extracted  very 
quickly,  and  a  third  trout  was  confidently  tackled. 
It  was  a  dour  riser,  but  from  all  appearances  a 
respectable  specimen.  It  cams  up  at  long  intervals 
only.  Twice  it  bulged  at  the  fly,  but  the  third  time 
the  nondescript  went  over  it,  it  was  taken  without 
fuss  or  bother.  A  sunken  bough  of  large  dimensions 
stretched  across  the  river  at  this  point,  and  the  trout 
did  its  very  best  to  get  under  it  in  its  first  bolt  on 
f eeUng  the  hook.  For  a  moment  fear  came  over  one 
that  the  hoped-for  trout  might  resolve  itself  into  a 
chub,  which  are  plentiful  in  the  river,  but  its  subse- 
quent play  soon  showed  that  the  gallant  fighter 
was  a  trout,  and  nothing  but  a  trout.  The  1  lb.  4oz. 
fish  netted  in  due  course  was  as  pretty  a  Teme  fish 
as  I  have  ever  taken.  For  half  an  hour  no  other 
fish  showed  itself,  and  the  watch  told  it  was  high 
time  to  return  to  my  friend  and  see  how  he  had 
fared.  From  the  edge  of  a  rapid  run  on  the  way  up  I 
secured  another  brace  of  half-pounders,  making  the 
total  for  the  morning  three  brace,  an  excellent  bag 
as  things  went.  I  knew  exactly  where  to  find  my 
companion,  but  on  approaching  the  rendezvous  he 
was  nowhere  to  bs  seen.  Something,  however, 
attracted  attention.  On  the  barbed  wire  placed  at 
dangerous  spots  on  the  steep  banks  to  prevent  cattle 
taking  an  impromptu  bath  were  hung  two  wading 
stockings,  a  couple  of  yards  apart.  Further  scrutiny 
disclosed  a  pair  of  woollen  socks  also  out  to  dry. 
A  Norfolk  jacket  was  suspended  from  a  tree,  and  I 
had  half  expected  to  see  certain  unmentionables 
also  undergoing  the  drying  process.  The  hero  of  the 
adventure  I  found  calmly  paddling  about  in  a 
shallow  part  of  the  river  with  brogues  on,  no  socks, 
ana  "He  knickers  tucked  up  as  high  as  they  would 
conveniently  go,  with  the  pipe  of  peace  between 
his  teeth,  trying  patiently  for  a  trout  which  refused 
to  com3  to  his  fly,  and  which,  by  the  way,  had 


caused  him  to  slip  in  over  his  waders  in  his  eagerness 
to  get  out  just  a  foot  more  line  to  reach  the  fish.  Yet 
he  was  supremely  happy  with  a  brace  of  nice  fish 


It  was  fortunate  for  the  angler  to  whom  the  accident 
happened  that  he  did  not  slip  off  one  of  the  many 
ledges  projecting  over  deep  M'ater,  or  instead  of 
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Tenbuey  Church  from  Eivee. 
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Tenbury  Bridge. 


in  his  creel.  By  the  time  lunch  was  over,  and  much  ;  getting  a  simple  wetting  he  might  have  experienced 
tobacco  consumed,  the  waders,  socks,  and  jacket  a  thorough  ducking,  and  perhaps  have  had  to  swim 
were  dry  enough  to  don,  and  the  attack  was  resumed,   for  his  life.  The  Chiel. 
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A  GOOD  DAY. 

It  was  a  glorious  day  in  June — ^hot,  breathless, 
cloudless  ;  but  I  started  out  in  high  hopes,  for  I 
was  going  to  fish  on  a  private  water.  Permission 
is  given  to  few,  but  an  exception  was  made  in  my 
favour,  as  the  gentleman  said  to  me  when  I  asked 
for  permissipn.  It  is  a  pretty  stream,  situated  in 
well- wooded  surroundings,  and  not  a  hundred  miles 
from  the  Dukeries. 

I  started  out  on  my  cycle  to  ride  to  the  water, 
but  bad  luck,  in  the  shape  of  a  puncture,  quickly 
overtook  me.  After  a  severe  struggle  in  the  glaring 
sun  I  put  matters  right,  and  resumed  my  journey 
after  a  loss  of  half  an  hour. 

Arriving  at  the  stream,  I  found  it  very  low  and 
very  clear,  in  places  it  was  a  mere  trickle,  between 
lichen-covered  boulders  and  shining  pebbles,  but 
there  were  some  splendid  pools,  deep  and  cool, 
like  mirrors  under  their  overhanging  trees. 

The  lines — 

With  here  and  there  a  lusty  trout. 
And  here  and  there  a  grayling — 

most  certainly  apphed  to  this  stream,  for  here  they 
were  lusty  half-pounders  of  the  speckled  tribe, 
and  larger  specimens  of  the  lady-like  fish  were  to 
be  seen  side  by  side.  None  of  the  fish  appeared  to 
be  feeding,  but  simply  basking  in  the  glorious  sun- 
shine. 

Walking  down  stream,  I  saw  several  good  gray- 
ling, in  a  shallow  pool.  I  strolled  to  the  edge,  well 
within  sight,  but  they  moved  not.  I  shouted, 
moved  my  arms  about,  shook  my  rod  at  them,  but 
not  an  inch  would  they  budge.  Throwing  a  pebble 
made  no  difference,  and  not  imtil  I  poked  them 
with  a  long  stick  did  I  succeed  in  frightening  them, 
when  they  simply  flicked  their  tails  and  shot  a  few 
yards  upstream.  But  not  so  with  the  trout.  At 
the  slightest  movement  on  my  part  they  are  off, 
a  flash  of  silver,  and  hide  themselves  under  the 
bank,  or  daj-t  into  the  deeper  pools. 

I  commenced  fishing  about  10.30  a.m.  in  a 
glaring  sun.  I  tried  several  flies  without  success, 
and  quickly  found  that  nothing  would  tempt  them 
but  a  small  Black  Gnat,  fished  on  finest  tackle,  in 
the  sunk  fly  method. 

I  worked  steadily  for  an  hour  or  so,  but  with  very 
indifferent  success,  rising  and  pricking  several 
small  fish,  and  losing  two  through  the  hold  giving 
way.  Working  my  way  down  stream,  I  struck  a 
shoal  of  dace,  and  landed  four  of  these  lively  little 
fellows,  all  taking  the  fly  well.  The  shoal,  however, 
passed  on  moving  up  into  deep  water,  and  I  lost 
them.  The  heat  was  very  great  now,  and  the 
midges  were  cruel,  my  face  being  simply  blotched 
over  by  their  vicious  little  bites. 

Seeing  it  was  useless  fishing  during  the  heat  of 
the  day,  I  proceeded  to  find  a  comfortable  spot  to 
await  the  cool  of  the  evening,  and  was  successful. 
A  thick  wood,  a  short  distance  away,  was  my 
resting-place.  Here,  beneath  the  verdant  arches  of 
the  trees,  it  was  very  restful  and  soothing  after  the 
glare  of  the  sun,  so  green  was  the  dense  leaf-canopy 
above  me,  so  rich  and  gay  the  flash  of  the  sunbeams 
on  the  cool-looking  leaves  of  the  silver-birch. 

Out  on  the  sun-flooded  meadows  the  swallows 
flashed  to  and  fro,  on  speedy  wings,  reaping  a  rich 
harvest,  but  the  stillness  of  the  woods  was  undis- 
turbed, even  by  birdlife.  The  sloping  bank  just 
fitted  my  back,  the  ferns  above  just  fitted  my  head, 
and  the  stones  below  just  fitted  my  feet.  A  good 
pipe  of  tobacco,  and  I  thought  the  world  was  not 
such  an  uncomfortable  place  after  all. 

The  wood  where  I  now  rested  was  part  of  Sher- 
wood Forest,  and  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  favoured 
haunts  of  Robin  Hood  and  his  Merrie  Men,  and  I 
wondered  if  they  ever  caught  trout  in  the  stream, 
and  what  kind  of  tackle  they  used  in  those  days. 

About  five  o'clock  I  started  fishing  again.  A 
few  Olives  were  hatching  out,  several  good  fish 
rising.  Presently  I  was  cheered  by  a  good  one 
coming  to  the  net,  and  in  a  few  mmutes  after  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  getting  him  a  companion. 

Coming  to  a  broad  pool  in  the  bend  of  the  stream, 
I  noticed  a  good  one  rising  in  midstream.  I 
placed  my  Olive  Dun  an  inch  or  so  above  him. 
A  dimple  on  the  surface  and  the  next  instant  there 
was  a  rush  across  the  pool.  Rush  after  rush  did 
that  trout  make  as  he  sought  shelter,  and  many  a 
grand  leap  he  made,  showing  up  his  glittering  sides. 
But  how  to  land  him  with  my  landing-net  thirty 
yards  away  where  I  had  left  it  I  knew  not. 

Luckily,  a  homeward-bound  labourer  happened  to 
be  passing,  so  I  hailed  him. 


"  Just  run  and  fetch  my  landing-net  for  me,  it  is 
over  there  by  that  old  willow  stump." 

A  few  seconds  and  he  handed  it  to  me. 

"  Thanks  !  "  Now  for  him,  and  I  slowly  reel  him 
in  with  all  the  fight  knocked  out  of  him,  apparently, 
and  his  silver  belly  shimmering  in  the  sunlight. 

Before  I  could  get  the  net  under  him,  however,  he 
turned  smartly  over,  and  made  a  straight  dash  for 
liberty,  but  it  was  a  last  effort,  and  I  soon  had  him 
out  on  the  bank. 

"  By  George,  he's  a  whopper  !  "  exclaimed  my 
wiUing  helper. 

"  Two  pounds,  if  he's  an  ounce,"  I  assented,  as  I 
watched  the  speckled  gentleman's  contortions 
amongst  the  grass.  My  next  fish  came  from  a 
shallow  stretch  bordering  the  wood.  I  had  to  creep 
through  the  velvety  fronds  of  the  ferns,  and  through 
the  knee-deep  meadow-sweet.  Here  there  were 
dozens  of  fish  darting  about,  trout,  grayUng,  and 
dace,  plainly  seen  in  the  crystal- clear  water. 

Several  were  rising,  sucking  under  any  flies 
within  reach,  and  scarcely  breaking  the  water.  I 
cast  over  them  and  struck  a  fish.  He  splashed 
about  in  the  shallow  water  and  among  the  stones, 
but  I  soon  had  him  panting  among  the  rushes  at 
the  water's  edge,  a  good  grayUng  of  Jib. 

A  low  hawthorn  hedge  separated  me  from  the 
next  pool,  beautifully  situated  in  a  clump  of  trees 
in  the  full-leaved  glory  of  a  summer  day,  and  in  this 
grand  deep  pool  were  some  fine  fat  trout.  I  could 
see  one  rising,  just  out  of  reach  ! 

Another,  just  under  the  bank  there,  over  by  the 
sunken  log.  I  presented  his  lordship  with  a  fly. 
He  took  it  at  once,  and  after  a  few  minutes'  play, 
I  lifted  him,  a  wriggling,  shining  captive,  over  the 
rose-covered  hedge,  and  popped  him  in  my  creel, 
a  beauty  of  Jib.  In  making  a  long  cast  over  a  pool 
under  an  ivy-covered  ledge  of  rock,  my  flies  got 
hung  up,  and  crossing  over  to  release  them,  I  was 
startled  by  a  bird  fluttering  into  my  face.  I  found 
my  cast  firmly  caught  in  the  nest  of  a  spotted 
fly-catcher,  in  which  were  five  eggs.  Fortunately, 
I  did  not  try  to  free  my  cast  by  pulling,  or  I  should 
have  pulled  both  nest  and  eggs  off  the  ledge  into 
the  water. 

The  long  summer  day  was  ending  as  it  began — 
hot,  stifling,  and  breathless  to  the  last  ember  lees 
of  its  molten  cup.  Overhead  the  rooks  were  going 
hom3.  In  twos  and  threes,  in  whole  battalions 
they  circle  by,  wheeling,  eddying,  and  swerving 
hither  and  thither,  as  they  wend  their  way  to  the 
tall  elms  over  by  the  village  church. 

In  the  cool  of  the  late  evening  I  linger  fishing, 
being  very  loath  to  bring  my  pleasant  day  to  a 
close,  as  it  might  be  a  long  time,  if  ever,  before  I 
get  the  privilege  of  fishing  this  stream  again. 

I  lingered  over  all  the  best  pools,  picking  up 
many  good  fish,  returning  several  to  the  water.  By 
now  I  had  over  a  dozen  trout  in  my  creel,  together 
with  several  grayling  and  dace.  It  was  now  getting 
late,  and  as  it  was  almost  too  dark  to  see  distinctly, 
I  could  plainly  hear  the  splash  of  rising  fish  in  the 
pool.  One  I  could  see  moving  under  the  bushes, 
just  where  the  faint  glimmer  of  the  moon  touched 
the  water.  Three  times  I  cast  over  him,  and  rose 
and  securely  hooked  him,  more  by  luck  than 
good  management.  Away  he  dashed,  first  to  one 
bank,  then  to  the  other.  Now  here,  now  there,  he 
splashed  in  the  shallow  at  the  tail  of  the  pool  and 
darted  into  the  depths,  shaking  his  head  like  a 
terrier  shaking  a  rat  in  his  efforts  to  rid  himself  of 
the  hook.  But  to  no  purpose.  The  relentless  net 
was  popped  under  him  and  he  was  lifted  out,  his 
silvery  sides  glinting  in  the  mellow  moonlight.  My 
first  trout  by  moonlight. 

I  now  packed  up  quickly,  well  satisfied  with  my 
day,  and  more  than  satisfied  with  my  basket  of 
twenty  nice  fish.  A.  C.  S. 


Supreme  Cotjbt  Justice  Dickey,  of  Newburgh, 
enlivens  the  proceedings  of  his  court  terms  with 
more  jocular  remarks  to  witnesses  and  lawyers  than 
most  other  judges  in  this  vicinity.  Usually,  says 
the  New  York  Sun,  the  laugh  is  on  the  witness  or  the 
lawyer,  but  a  young  lawyer  plodding  cumbro'usly 
through  an  opening  address  to  the  jury  turned  the 
tables  the  other  day.  "  Why  don't  you  tell  us 
what  this  suit  is  about  ?  "  said  Judge  Dickey 
sharply.  "  You're  beginning  at  the  end  and  going 
backward  like  a  crab.  I  don't  like  crabs."  "I 
don't  like  crabs  either,"  retorted  the  lawyer,  not  a 
bit  disconcerted  at  the  tittering  that  ensued.  "  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  I  don't  like  any  crustacean,  and 
since  your  honour  has  opened  the  subject,  permit 
me  to  say  that  especially  I  don't  like  lobsters,  and 
more  especially  I  dislike  them  d  la  Newburgh." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Bejporta  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursdm/  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    „   Putney.  AHnJ^S  „    „  Kichraond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  *"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50  „    „   Barnes.  [s5   „    „  Teddington. 

Example. —If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoe. 
„  ,     ,  Morning. 

Saturday,     Aug.  11    g.13   

Sunday,         „     12    6.55   

Monday,        „     13    7.42  . 

Tuesday,       „     14    8.40   

Wednesday,  ,,    15    9.50   


Thursday, 
Friday, 


le 
17 


Evening. 
..  0.33 
..  7.17 
..  8.  9 
..  9.15 
10.35 


11.10    11.43 

—    0.13 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— Qenkbai.  Remarks.— The  river  has 
been  fairly  crowded  during  the  week,  and  motor 
boats  much  in  evidence.  Anglers  have,  however, 
been  getting  a  few  fish,  bream,  roach,  barbel,  and 
chub  being  the  principal  ones.  Mr.  F.  Sands,  at 
Shepperton,  has  had  some  barbel,  but  they  were 
not  large  ones.  More  bream  have  been  caught  in 
the  Teddington  reach.  During  the  hot  weather 
greaves  should  be  used  for  barbel  in  preference  to 
worms  for  ledgering,  but  as  a  floating  bait  worms 
have  been  more  successful.  When  we  get  to  the 
end  of  the  month  sport  with  good-sized  roach 
should  be  had.  The  river  remains  in  very  fair 
colour,  although  the  stream  is  very  slack,  and  very 
little  water  is  coming  over  the  weirs. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  water  remains  in  the 
same  state  as  a  week  ago,  the  little  rain  we  have 
had  did  not  make  much  impression  ;  a  good  rain  is 
badly  needed  to  put  the  river  in  good  all-round  fettle, 
there  is  very  little  stream.  A  few  good  roach  and 
dace  continue  to  be  caught  during  the  last  hour  of 
fishing,  and  a  local  angler  has  taken  some  nice 
tench  and  perch.  A  few  chub  have  been  caught  on 
the  fly.  Gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  a 
Jot  of  these  small  fish  are  being  caught.  A  large 
number  of  holiday  anglers  have  been  down,  but 
their  bags  have  been  very  light  indeed.  -^STANLEy 
Mead. 

Thames  (Staines). — Some  good  baskets  have 
been  taken  in  Staines  and  Penton  Hook  during  the 
holidays.  Mr.  F.  Fathers  secured  a  good  bream 
weighing  51b.  IJoz.,  and  twentyjgood-size  roach. — 
W.  Q.  Langdon. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radoot 
Bridge. — Have  had  some  very  good  sport  here 
during  the  holidays,  Mr.  Chaundry  landing  some 
good  chub,  largest  SJlb  ,  also  an  eel  of  21b.,  while 
trying  for  perch.  Mr.  Harris  and  friends  had  some 
good  tench,  one  of  41b.  and  two  of  3^1b.  Water 
continues  bright,  but  there  is  a  good  flow.  Some 
very  fine  barbel  have  been  noticad  towards  the 
lock. — A.  Steacey. 

Thames  (Wrayshury).  —  The  river  ia  in  very 
good  condition  for  August,  considering  the  dry, 
hot  weather,  and  fish  are  feeding  fairly  well, 
but  the  holiday  traffic  seriously  interfered  with 
Sport.  I  got  some  barbel  on  Monday,  but  nothing 
big,  and  a  lot  of  good  dace  and  chub  up  to  21b.  6oz. 
on  Aug.  7.  Very  fine  tackle  pays  best  now  for 
barbelling,  although  it  means  a  lot  of  breaks.— P. 
Bbown. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Aug.  4: — On  July  30,  Mr.  F.  Harrison  had 
one  trout,  weighing  31b.  4oz.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Clarke,  one,  1  lb.  8oz.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  E.  W.  Clarke, 
one,  31b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  S.  Sedgwick,  four,  51b., 
41b.  lOoz.,  31b.  80Z.,  and  31b.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  C.  G. 
Hill,  three,  41b.  4oz  ,  41b.  6oz.,  and  41b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Charles  L.  Hill,  three,  31b.,  21b.  5oz.,  and  51b.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  G.  S.  Sedgwick,  five,  41b.  4oz.,  21b.  8oz., 
31b.  4oz.,  41b.,  and  31b.  4oz.  On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  R.  P. 
Hornby,  two,  31b.  and  21b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Lascelles,  two^ 
31b.  9oz.  and  21b.  9oz. — Donald  Carb. 

Bottisham  Iiooka  (Waterbsoob;. — Durmg  the 
week  early  mornings  and  evenings  bream  fishing 
is  good.  Visitors  are  doing  well  amongst  the  silver 
kind  with  fishing  from  the  bank,  bags  up  to  141b., 
from  Jib.,  |lb.  up  to  2Jlb.  each  fish,  roach  giving 
sport  up  to  111b.  a  bag.  Several  anglers  have 
had  good  summer  takes,  up  to  IJlb.  each  fish  in 
the  early  morning.  Perch  are  being  had  up  to 
fib.  each,  with  a  quantity  of  smaller.  Mid-day, 
from  12  to  4  p  m.,  anglers  and  fish  are  quiet — in 
fact,  sleeping  in  the  broiling  sun.  Free  water. 
Plenty  of  fish.  Rain  wanted. — John  O.  Geoegb, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 
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Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Fishing  continues 
to  be  very  slow,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  a 
fair  number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  river  this 
week.  The  spate  of  Thursday  last,  August  2, 
has  not  had  the  desired  effect,  and  very  few 
peal  have  come  up,  There  seems  to  be  plenty 
of  food  in  the  river,  as  the  fish  are  not  taking  either 
artificial  or  natural  bait,  and  it  is  a  long  time  since 
such  poor  results  were  obtained  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Small  dishes  have  been  obtained  by 
Messrs.  E.  L.  Tucker,  H.  Full  and  E.  Distin,  whilst 
W.  H.  T.  Distin  had  a  peal  and  W.  Salisbury  one 
peal  and  ten  trout  on  Aug.  2. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland).— Expec- 
tations have  not  been  realised.  We  expected  a  record 
run  of  grilse,  salmon,  and  sea-trout  with  the 
favourable  waters  which  we  have  enjoyed  during 
the  latter  end  of  July.  Ail  that  we  are  certain 
of  IS  an  unusually  good  run  of  white  trout, 
among  which  Workington  fishermen  are  having  first- 
class  sport.  Sea-trout,  however,  are  scarce,  and, 
indeed,  if  they  were  numerous  good  creels  could 
hardly  be  looked  for,  low  waters  only  being  suitable 
for  evening  fishing.  Comparatively  few  salmon 
have  been  ascending  the  weirs. — Black  Tom  o'  the 
North. 

Devonsliire  Streams.— The  recent  rain  has  had 
a  beneficial  effect  on  the  Okement,  Torridge  and 
Lew,  some  good  sport  having  been  obtained  with 
the  artificial  minnow  and  worm,  the  fish  being  in 
excellent  condition  and  of  very  fair  size.  A  large 
quantity  of  dace  are  reported  in  the  streams,  and 
these  should  be  kept  down  as  much  as  possible. 
The  Carey  has  been  much  coloured  by  the  rain,  but 
fly-fishermen  have  not  been  very  successful.— 
Devonian. 
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Bsk  (Whitby).— Sport  in  this  district  continues 
of  an  mdifferent  character,  and  the  river  runs  too 
low  and  clear  for  any  immediate  prospect  of  re- 
munerative sport.  Sea  angling,  however,  continues 
to  provide  excellent  returns,  and  several  parties 
of  visitors,  fishing  during  the  evening  in  the  bay, 
have  had  catches  varying  from  two  to  fivescore  per 
boat.  Early  morning  and  evening  fishing  apparently 
provides  the  best  results,  whiting  and  garnet  being 
taken  in  goodly  numbers  at  these  periods.  From 
the  piers  and  quays  there  are  increasing  numbers 
of  enthusiasts,  and  some  fair  catches  are  recorded. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Bxeter)j— Early  morning  and 
late  evening  fishing  has  been  the  only  means  of 
securing  anything  like  a  fair  catch.  In  the  lower 
Exe  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  secured  a  trout  of  1  lb  7oz 
?J"^T?  ^J'^y^i^g  ilb.  with  Red  Spinner,  while 
Mr.  H.  Moore  had  five  trout,  best  fish  a  pounder 
with  the  minnow  on  Aug.  4.  Several  grayling  are 
m  the  Exe  now,  and  later  on  will  provide  good 
pport.  In  the  canal  some  perch,  tench,  and  roach 
have  been  caught  at  Turf,  Topsham  Locks,  and 
above.  Sea-fishing  has  much  improved  lately  at 
Exmouth,  bass  and  mullet  being  in  evidence  Mr 
Duchcherer  secured  two  bass,  61b.,  and  Mr  Neil  a 
mullet  of  21b.,  in  the  dock.  Several  bass  have  also 
been  caught  on  the  pier  from  21b.  downwards,  a 
large  number  of  the  smaller  ones  being  caught  by 
resident  and  visiting  anglers.  At  Strait  Point  and 
beyond  some  fine  mackerel  have  been  taken  whiffins 
— Red  Palmee.  °' 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  The  river  has  been 
running  bright,  and  during  the  holiday?,  which 
saw  large  numbers  of  anglers  out,  it  was  con- 
siderably disturbed  by  boating  traffic,  sport  being 
reported  quiet.  Up  to  the  present  no  good  speci- 
mens in  the  pike  or  perch  classes  are  recorded 
taken,  but  pike  up  to  4§lb.  have  been  caught  at 
Waltham.  Roach  of  1  lb.  and  1  lb.  3oz.  have  been 
met  with  at  St.  Margarets,  and  between  Waltham 
and  Cheshunt  good  roach  have  been  secured. 
Bream  do  not  appear  to  have  been  on  the  feed. 
Ihe  Lea  is  to  be  drawn  down  on  Aug.  12,  between 
Ware  and  Hardmead  Locks,  and  no  fishing  will  be 
allowed.  The  A.A.  keepers  will  be  in  attendance- 
to  specially  protect  the  fish.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  are  m  order  for  fishing.    There  has  been 
a  lair  number  of  anglers  out  during  the  holiday 
time,  and  some  good-sized  fish  have  been  landed 
and  the  prospects  are  favourable  for  fly  or  waso 

grub.  —  GWYNNE.  ^ 

Nene  (I-eterborongli) — The  feature  of  the  week 
has  been  the  large  catches  of  roach,  several  of  our 
old  anglers  having  taken  between  two  and  three 
stone  weight ;  in  fact,  all  who  have  been  fishing 
the  first  few  days  of  the  present  week  havi 
Had  exceptionally  good  sport.  Now  we  have 
enjoyed  some  heavy  showers,  there  probably  will 
be  a  contmuation  of  the  improved  conditions,  with 
better  results.  Mr.  Harrison,  Peterborough,  fishing 
at  Yarwell,  on  Aug.  6,  caught  a  nice  chub,  weigh- 
ing 41b.  Many  parties  have  been  camping  out  at 
Waternenton,  Castor,  and  Oundle,  and  have  had  a 
very  pleasant  time,  and  plenty  of  sport.— E  A  S 


Otter  (Bndlei^h  Salterton) — The  river  is  very 
low  and  weedy.  In  many  places  it  is  a  mere  trick- 
ling brook  through  masses  of  slimy  weed  beds.  The 
trout  are  very  surfeited  with  sub-fluvial  food— 
water-snails,  larvaj,  and  other  forms  of  life,  brought 
out  by  the  hot  weather— and  are  not  keen  on 
surface  food  All  this  is,  of  course,  bad  for  the 
fly-fisher.  With  a  change  of  weather  there  might 
be  a  rise  of  fish  in  the  daytime,  for  August  some- 
times IS  not  a  bad  month  on  this  river,  but  at 
present,  the  only  chance  of  a  brace  of  fish  is  between 
8  and  9  p.m.  The  trout  are  in  grand  condition, 
and  have  no  end  of  fight  in  them.  Peal  are  stUl 
conspicuous  by  their  absence. — Heeon  ' 

Ouse  (Urandon,  SufiFolk).— The  river  is  in  good 
condition  and  some  good  sport  is  being  obtained 
some  very  fine  roach  and  dace,  also  some  verv  eood 
chub.  Mr.  Covell,  of  London,  caught  six  good  chub 
one  scaling  6Ib.,  others  4lb.,  31b.,  2ilb.,  2ilb  ,  21b  • 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport. 

Ouse   (Holywell   Perry).  —  The  holiday  week 
has  been  kept  up  well  here,  and  anglers  have  been 
well  rewarded  to-day  (Aug.   8),   and  yesterday 
especially.     Major  Pyne,  Mr.   Seyfang  and  son 
have  had  good  sport  among   the   bream,  get- 
ting quite  a   dozen   close  on  41b.,   and    a  few 
nearly   51b.     Messrs.    Hornsby,   Kaye,    and  M 
Morton  and  friend,  who  have  also  been  fishing,  have 
not  been  quite  so  fortunate,  but  the  bream  are  now 
right  on,  and  large  takes  of  good  fish  are  the  order 
of  the  day;  some  real  good  tench  have  also  been 
taken  m  the  pools  here,  and  good  perch  are  in 
.abundance  here.    Water  ia  fine  condition  in  the 
deeps  and  the  fish  all  seem  to  lay  there  now— by 
the  returns. — A.  Scaed.  ^ 
Ouse  (Huntingrdon).— Water  again  very  clear 
indeed,  and  sport  poor;  roach  have  been  dead  off 
and  bream  too,  except  at  night,  when  they  are 
feedmg  moderately.     I  understand  at  Houghton 
Fourgate  Pit  they  have  been  biting  freely  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.     With  this  exception  Bank 
Holiday  anglers  have  had  a  very  bad  time  of  it 
and  prospects  are  not  likely  to  improve  unless  we 
have  a  heavy  rain  of  several  hours'  duration  — 
Chas.  a.  Beyant. 

i-.?^'?'°.u*^'~'^®  "'^^^^  '^^"^^  been  improved  a 
little  by  the  ram,  but  they  could  do  with  a  good  deal 
more.  Some  nice  salmon  were  caught  on  the  Taw 
a  young  and  energetic  fisherman  taking  one  that 
turned  the  scale  at  21  lb.,  the  largest  that  was 
taken  for  the  week.  Some  smaller  ones  were  taken, 
which  I  did  not  see.  The  minnow  accounted  for 
most.  Trout  have  not  been  sporting  so  well  during 
the  week,  but  a  few  salmon  were  taken  on  the  Dart 
and  some  peal.— William  Heahdee. 

Rother  (Sussex).— A  subscriber  to  the  Rother 
fishery  writes:— "I  have  had  several  good  days' 
fishing  on  the  Rother.  Have  caught  a  lot  of  good 
chub  lately  with  the  fly.  This  is  better  than 
wormmg  Last  week  an  angler  at  Bodiam 
caught  a  large  bag  of  eels.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  and  keeps  up  well  in  spite  of  the  dry 
season. — Thos.  Daws.  ^ 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Tlie  water  is  still 
very  clear,  and  no  stream  running.  Sport  has 
however,  been  fairly  good  during  the  holidays,  and 
some  decent  fish  have  been  captured.  Two  London 
anglers,  out  with  Geo.  Root,  had  41  lb.  of  bream 
in  two  days  anglmg,  running  up  to  SJlb.,  and  on 
August  6  Mr.  Geo.  Root  had  ten  bream  weighing  221b 
Mr  1.  Pearson,  of  the  West  Ham  Bros  ,  has  also 
had  some  good  fish,  but  nothing  over  31b.  5oz. 
taken  in  the  deeps.  Some  good  fish  have  also  been 
taken  m  the  Weston  and  Wormingford  Heads 
bream  up  to  41b.  and  tench  up  to  2ilb.  Some 
roach  have  also  been  taken  up  to  lib.,  but  the 
water  IS  too  clear  for  good  roach  angling.  Gentles 
and  the  tail  of  a  lob  are  the  best  baits.— W  T 
Bajnbridqe. 


Sussex    Rivers    and    Cbiobester  Canal.— 

Fine  weather  was  experienced  during  the  holidays, 
and  many  anglers  were  out,  meeting  as  a  rule  with 
good  sport.    From  the  AdurMr.  Geo.  Eustace  and 
Mr.  P.  Adams  secured  roach  and  dace,  then  higher 
up  the  water  Mr.  A.  Matkin.  Mr.  Eustace,  F.  Holmes, 
and  B.  Bowman  took  roach  and  dace,  principally 
with  wheat.    From  the  Ouse,  at  Barcombe  Mills, 
Messrs.  A.  W.  Bridger,  C.  Markwick,  and  A.  Snel- 
grove  had  some  good  roach,  and  at  Berwick  Mr. 
J.  King  had  good  sport  with  bream  in  the  early 
hours.     Mr.  F.  King  captured  a  perch   of  Jib. 
Chichester  Canal  has  been  well  patronised.  Mr. 
Gdmore,  fishing  at  the  basin  on  August  G,  with 
live  gorge,  pulled  out  a  well-conditioned  pike  of 
8Ib.  and  one  of  4ilb.    A  fish  of  SJlb.  was  taken  by 
spinnmg  near  Donnington.    Bream  up  to  3|l  b.  have 
been  captured  with  paste  and  gentles.     Mr.  T. 
Kimble  informs  me  that  fishing   at  the  lower 
lock  on  Aug.   6  he  captured  close  upon  fifty 
roach,   of  from  6oz.  to  14oz.     Some  fine  perch 
and  big  carp  are  to  be  seen  in  the  lower  reach.  Eels 
of  from  31b.  to  41b.  have  been  taken.  Harbour 
fishing  has  been  good,  any  number  of  small  bass, 
and  a  few  up  to  91b.,  and  plenty  of  plaice  and 
flounders. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  fair  order 
for  [fishing.  Rain  has  refreshed  the  river.  Angling 
has  been  brisk  of  late,  the  best  sport  being  had  in 
the  evening.  Minnow  fishing  has  accounted  for 
good  fish.  From  the  top  of  Ludford  Bridge  some 
fine  trout  have  again  been  landed.  One  angler  took 
five  one  evening,  and  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  3 
landed  one  scaling  2Jlb.  with  wasp  grub.  Sport 
m  the  water  near  the  paper  mills  has  been  good 
with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  (Newark). — Lower  and  finer  becomes  the 
river,  and  it  could  not  possibly  be  in  better  con- 
dition for  barbel  fishing,  and  some  of  the  swims  have 
yielded  fairly  well,  others  not  up  to  expectations. 
From  the  CoUingham  lengthen  Monday,  Mr.  H.  Prall 
took  twelve  average  fish,  and  from  the  same  water 
Mr.  Davis,  seven,  and  Mr.  Whiteley,  five.  In  the 
Holme  stretch,  Mr.  Councillor  Slater  has  met  with 
moderate  sport,  and  coming  nearer  home,  in  the 
Muskham  fishery,  Mr.  Ellwood,  amongst  others 
bagged  one  of  61b.  weight ;  and  at  Kelham,  two  of 
over  that  weight  were  secured.  The  best  fish  of  the 
week  came  from  Farndon,  over  seven  pounds. 
Gentles  over  a  scratching  ground-bait  have  been  most 
effective.  Wheat  and  malt  have  accounted  for  some 
fair  roach,  best  just  over  the  pound,  but  wasp  grubs 
are  not  a  great  success  amongst  the  chub.  Dace  are 
in  good  condition,  and  above  the  average  in  weight 
have  been  taken  from  the  Trent,  Mr.  A.  R.  Gumsley 
showing  best.  From  the  Farndon  water,  Mr.  W. 
Holmes  and  Mr.  G.  Hawling  landed  over  40lb.  of 
brpam  and  roach  with  bread  paste.  Early  and  late 
is  just  now  the  motto  for  sport. — Teentsideb. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring' 
Rivers. — The  Tynes  are  in  good  fishing  order,  and 
during  the  holidays  some  good  catches  of  trout  have 
been  reported.  North  Tyne  ii  a  nice  colour,  a 
good  creel  of  trout  being  killed  on  the  Tarset 
water.  On  the  Chollorford  water  a  New- 
castle angler  killed  nine  nice  fish  with  Qy, 
one  scaling  a  pound.  On  ,the  Hexham  water, 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  dace  are  re- 
ported with  maggot.  The  Coquet  is  down  to  fine 
water  again.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  J.  Scott, 
Felton,  had  a  splendid  creel  of  trout,  one 
scaling  21b.  6oz ,  with  worm  and  minnow;  Mr. 
Brown  also  a  fine  creel  of  trout;  a  Newcastle 
gentleman  on  August  (5,  Bank  Holiday,  had  the 
best  creel  reported,  36  good-sized  trout.  I  have 
news  of  five  salmon  being  killed  on  the  Acklington 
water  with  fly.  As  the  water  is  just  now,  the 
Wilkinson  dressed  smale  is  good.  There  is  a  good 
run  of  herling  on  the  Border  Esk,  and  anglers  are 
having  a  good  time  of  it.— Heney  A.  Muktoe. 

Usk  (Usk).  —  Notwithstanding  the  river  rose 
about  a  foot  the  end  of  last  week,  owing  to  the 
bright  weather  prevailing,  it  is  again  in  the  same 
low  and  foul  state,  and  no  angling  is  being  done. 
A  few  trout  were  taken  with  the  minnow  when  the 
river  was  thick. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— A  take  of  eight  jack 
(best  61b.)  has  been  had  on  lobworms,  while  good 
general  bags  have  been  made,  including  bream  up 
to  2Jlb.,  mostly  on  paste,  an  angler  taking  two 
weighing  together  51b.  with  this  bait  on  Tuesday. — 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  hot  and  sultry, 
thunder  hanging  about,  and  to-day  (Aug.  8)  we  are 
having  some  rain  and  looks  threatening  for  a 
storm.  These  waters  have  been  low  and  iu 
order  for  fly  fishing.  But  the  fish  have  not 
risen  well  at  all  in  the  day,  the  Wy^  yielding  but 
two  or  three  brace  per  rod,  and  similar  baskets  are 
reported  from  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Dnrwent, 
and  I  only  hear  of  a  brace  or  two  being  taken  from 
the  Darley  Dale  Club's  wat«r,  the  Matlock  and 
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Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  afEording 
a  few  good  fish — one  gentleman  securing  three, 
averaging  1  lb.  each,  caught  below  Cromford. 
There  have  also  been  taken  at  Whatstandwell 
several  nice  mixed  baskets.  The  prospects  are 
favourable  after  the  rain.  Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun, 
Wickhara's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Golden  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Red  and  Grey  Qaills, 
Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorks). — Holiday  anglers  have  found  most  of 
our  streams  running  fairly  low  and  clear,  conse- 
quently sport  on  the  whole  has  been  somewhat  quiet. 
On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  a  fair  number  of 
rods  have  been  out  during  this  week,  but  a  few  brace 
or  two  have  only  been  caught  with  stalking  the  fish 
well  up-stream.  Since  Monday  local  thunderstorms 
have  occurred  every  other  day.  On  Wednesday  a 
storm  lasted  close  upon  three  hours,  which  will 
greatly  improve  prospects  for  the  coming  week-end. 
In  the  deeps  of  the  Yore  anglers  have  found  some 
very  nice  sport  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  chub, 
the  best  bait  being  wasp  grub  and  maggot. 
Trout  have  been  taken  with  a  natural  minnow 
fished  on  the  Ariel,  and  Wee  Chapman  spinner  in 
the  streams  at  Middleham,  Masham,  etc.  The 
Swale  has  been  coloured  up  a  little  with  the  recent 
thunderstorms,  consequently  fly  fishing  has  been 
off  on  this  stream.  A  few  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  higher  reaches.  In  the  lower 
reaches  the  bottom  fishermen  have  only  met 
with  moderate  sport.  The  thirty-ninth  annual 
"  All  England  Match  "  w&a  fished  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Sport  was  quiet  amongst  317  competitors.  After 
four  hours'  fishing  the  following  was  the  result : 
First,  A.  Wright  (Thirsk),  31b.  12oz.,  including 
a  barbel  weighing  2^1b. ;  second,  A.  Greenhill 
(Leeds),  21b.  12oz. ;  third,  E.  Ason  (Wakefield), 
21b.  lO^oz.  There  were  sixty-two  prizes,  the  lowest 
weight  to  secure  one,  being  9ioz.  ^  The  Wharfe 
has  been  in  fair  trim  for  angling  during  the 
holidays.  In  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been 
fairly  good  amongst  the  trout.  I  hear  Mr. 
Piokersgill,  of  Keighley,  had  a  nice  catch  of 
twenty-nine  trout  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  4. 
In  the  districts  of  Burnsall,  Appletreewick,  Bolton 
Woods  and  Ipley  some  very  nice  sport  has  been 
met  with  fly  and  minnow.  Sport  in  the  lower 
roaches  amongst  the  coarse  fish  at  Tadcaster  and 
UUerskelf  has  been  good,  and  good  bt^skets  have 
been  got  with  the  maggot  and  wasp  grub.  Mr. 
Shapcote,  of  Leeds,  had  a  fin©  catch  of  mixed  fish 
weighing  201b.  from  Tadcaster  length.  The  Nidd 
has  been  in  fair  trim  during  the  last  few  days ; 
sport  has  only  been  moderate  on  this  stream  in  the 
upper  reaches.  With  the  thunderstorms  in  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd  and  Wharfe, 
all  our  streams  should  be  slightly  freshened  up  and 
sport  should  greatly  improve  ;  the  best  flies  will  be 
Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Olive  Quill  and  Tinselled 
Partridges,  orange  and  yeUow. — John  E.  Millek. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland  . — On  July 
30,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Urigill,  thirty  trout,  101b. ;  Prof. 
Burkittand  SirM.  Pollock,  onVeyatie,  thirty-three, 
141b.;  Capt.  Reid,  on  Cama,  thirty,  111b.;  Mr. 
Cordner  and  Miss  Williams,  onVeyatie,  thirty-nine, 
18^1b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Veyatie,  fifteen, 
7Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Reid,  on  Veyatie,  twelve,  81b. ;  Sir  M. 
Pollock,  on  Cama,  thirty-two,  13Jlb.  ;  Prof.  Bur<ilt, 
on  Cama,  twenty-one,  9ilb.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Cordner, 
on  Cama,  twenty-two,  H^lh.  On  Aug.  2,  Capt. 
Reid,  on  Cama,  thirty-three,  23^1b. ;  Major  Percy 
Smith,  on  Boarlan,  one,  C^lb.  ;  Mr.  Cordner.  on 
Veyatie,  thirty,  13|lb. ;  Master  A.  Ross,  on  Boarlan, 
two,  21b. ;  Mr.  Todd,  on  Urigill,  thirty- four,  10 Jib. 
On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Cama,  twenty-two,  8f  lb. 
On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Parker,  on  Cama,  fourteen,  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Cordner,  on  Urigill,  twelve,  4lb. — John 
McDonald. 

Beaaly. — Colonel  Salkeld,  who  has  had  his  head- 
quarters in  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  and  Mr.  J. 
Bamett  Gow,  who  stayed  at  the  Manse  at  Kilmorack, 
and  who  leased  the  Home  and  Falls  Beats  of  the 
Beauly.  concluded  their  fishing  on  July  31.  On 
July  30,  Colonel  Salkeld,  fishing  the  Falls  Beat, 
landed  two  grilse  of  5lb.  and  4 Jib.,  and  Mr.  J. 
Barnett  Gow  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  on  the  Home  Beat. 
On  July  31,  Mr.  J.  Barnett  Gow  had  two  grilse  of 
5Jlb.  and  4lb.  on  the  Falls  Beat,  and  Colonel  Salkeld 
two  salmon  of  8§lb.  and  8Jlb.  on  the  Home  Beat. 
The  total  for  the  month,  notwithstanding  that  fish- 
ing was  impossible  for  three  days  owing  to  flooding, 
was  thus  120  salmon  and  grilse,  of  which  sixty-four 
were  landed  by  Mr.  Gow  and  fifty-six  by  Colonel 
Salkeld.  In  the  tidal  waters  a  grilse  of  61b.  was 
landed,  as  well  as  several  creels  of  sea-trout  running 
up  to  121b.,  the  heaviest  trout  scaling  31b.  4oz.  On 
Aug.  2,  Mr.  Bradley  Martin,  Balmacaan,  who  fishes 
the  Home  and  Falls  Beats  on  Mondays  and  Thurs- 
days, landed  two  grilse  of  5Jlb.  and  51b.  on  the 
Home  Beat,  and  on  Aug.  3  the  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell, 
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Fairlie,  landed  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  on  the  Falls  Beat. 
On  the  upper  reaches  some  capital  sport  continues 
to  be  had,  particularly  on  the  Struy  waters  in  Glen 
Strathfarar,  where  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Struy 
Lodge,  had  eleven  salmon  and  grilse  on  one  day 
of  the  week  and  nine  on  another. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle.— Since  the  flood  of 
last  week  there  has  been  a  good  run  of  herling.  In 
Canonbie  Water,  Mr.  J.  Bucnet  had  a  dozen  herling 
and  three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  fifteen  herling 
and  seven  sea  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Steel,  eight  sea-trout 
and  nineteen  herling  ;  Mr.  Graham,  three  sea-trout 
and  nineteen  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Douglas,  some  sea- 
trout  and  twelve  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Greddes,  three 
sea-trout  and  eleven  herling  ;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong, 
five  sea-trout  and  seven  herling  ;  Mr.  D.  Murray, 
two  sea-trout  and  twenty-five  herling  ;  Mr.  A.  Keen, 
eleven  herling ;  Mr.  Alex.  Murray,  four  sea-trout 
and  ten  herling.  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  McKeene, 
R.  Graham,  A.  Irving,  G.  Murray,  J.  Armstrong, 
R.  Neilson,  R.  Ross,  A.  Jackson,  Cowan,  Storey, 
Johnstone  and  others  have  had  fair  catches  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling.  Fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Esk,  J.  Cunningham  creeled  thirteen  herling, 
two  sea-trout  and  eight  yellow  trout,  and  on  Aug. 
4  he  caught  a  sea-trout  in  Cogie  Pool.  Mr.  Jas. 
Park  had  a  basket  of  five  sea-trout,  fourteen 
herling  and  seven  yellow  trout,  in  the  lower  waters 
of  the  Esk.  Mr.  T.  J.  Robinson  caught  two  sea- 
trout,  sixteen  herling,  and  a  number  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  Double  water.  Messrs.  Foster,  Jas. 
Steel  and  T.  Scott  also  have  had  some  sea  trout  and 
herling.  Messrs.  Dixon  and  Foster  had  sea-trout 
and  herling  in  the  Graham  Arms  water.  In  Lang- 
holm water  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in 
Glenfirra,  and  some  good  takes  of  herling  at 
Skipper's  Bridge.  Mr.  Strong  also  had  two  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Messrs.  Weatherstone,  Walton  and  Berth  had  some 
sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  below  Skipper's 
Bridge.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr. 
Mitchell  had  thirty-five  herling  and  two  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  W.  Elliot  caught  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling. 
Others  who  have  baen  successful  on  the  various 
waters  were  Messrs.  Storey,  R.  Foster,  Murray, 
Clark,  Roper,  and  Bell.  In  Lower  Liddle,  Mr.  Adam 
Keen  creeled  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea- trout, 
and  Mr.  J.  Graham  had  fifteen  herling. — G. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Asaociation  (South 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel,  on  Loch  Steisevat, 
on  July  30,  Mr.  W.  Fleming-Blaine  had  one  sea- 
trout,  4lb.  14oz.,  and  Dr.  Dixon  had  one  sea- 
trout,  1  lb.  9oz.  On  Saturday,  August  4,  on 
same  loch,  Mr.  Fleming-Blaine  had  one  salmon, 
61b.  Fishing  from  Finsbay  on  August  1,  Rev. 
Mr.  Wells  had  three  sea-trout,  weighing  21b. 
12oz.,  heaviest  1  lb.  lloz.  ;  and  Mr.  Justice  Madden 
had  one  tea-trout,  lib.  12oz.,  on  Aug.  3;  Mr. 
Justice  Madden  had  two  sea-trout,  weighing  1  lb. 
5oz.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Dowding  had  nine  sea- trout, 
weighing  81b.,  heaviest  21b.  7oz. — G.  D.  Stieling. 

Looliiuver  (Culag  Hotel). — On  July  26,  Mr. 
Garratt,  nine  brown  trout,  31b.,  one  sea-trout,  21b. 
On  July  30,  Dr.  Archdall,  twenty-one  trout,  8lb. ; 
Mr.  Garratt,  twenty-four  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Wortley, 
one  salmon,  6Jlb.,  one  grilse,  5|lb. ;  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Carter,  three  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall, 
one  grilse.  5lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  one  sea- 
trout,  IJlb.  On  July  31,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennard, 
one  salmon,  7ilb.,  one  grilse,  61b.,  one  sea-trout, 
Jib. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  ten  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Buckley 
and  Prockter,  nine  trout,  4^lb.  ;  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Carter,  eighteen  trout,  8|lb.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Wort- 
ley,  one  salmon,  7lb.,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Capt.  and 
Mrs.  Carter,  four  trout,  Iflb.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marshall,  six  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Prockter,  one 
sea-trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ferguson,  twenty- 
nine  trout,  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Wortley,  one  salmon,  91b., 
one  grilse,  61b  ,  one  sea-trout,  3 Jib.  ;  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Carter,  one  grilse,  41b.  On  Aug.  3,  Mr.  Kennard 
and  Mr.  Wortley.(sea),  seventy-nine  fish,  various. 
On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  one  salmon,  8Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Campbell  and  Captain  Clarke,  twelve  trout, 
4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Lawrie  and  Myer's  party,  twenty- 
four  trout,  7 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Wortley,  one  grilse,  51  b. ; 
Mr.  Prockter,  eleven  trout,  6-^1  b. ;  Dr.  Archdall,  one 
salmon,  161b.,  one  sea-trout,  2jlb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Iioch,  Levsn  (Kinrosa). — 'The  weather  has  been 
overcast  most  of  the  week,  with  a  variable  wind. 
Most  of  the  fish  are  now  being  captured  in  deep 
water.  A  large  number  of  young  fish  are  being 
hooked  and  returned.  Sport  continues  fairly  good. 
Eighteen  members  of  the  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club 
captured  seventy-four  trout  (601b.  12oz.).  First 
prize,  Mr.  T.  Graham:  eight  trout,  61b.  lloz.; 
second,  Mr.  T.  White  :  six  trout,  61b.  7oz. ;  third, 
Mr.  J.  Nichol :  six  trout,  61b.  4oz.  Forty 
anglers,  representing  ten  angling  clubs,  affiliated 
to  the  Glasgow  District  Angling  Clubs'  Associa- 
tion, at  their  annual  competition  creeled  173 
trout,  1221b.  9oz.  The  wiiming  club  team  of  four 
rods  was  Rowbank,  with  a  catch  of  thirty-five  trout, 
221b.  lOoz.    Sweepstake  prizes  were  gained  for  the 
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best  boat  results — namely,  1,  Messrs.  A.  Morrison 
and  J.  Ritchie,  Rowbank  Club,  twenty-three  trout, 
131b.  lOoz.  ;  2,  Messrs.  G.  Lang  and  J.  Carswell, 
Wellshot  Club,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  6oz.  ;  S.Messrs. 
R.  Greig  and  D.  Buchanan,  Bohemian  Club,  twelve 
trout,  101b.  loz. ;  4,  Messrs.  A.  P.  Reid  and  H. 
Gilmour,  twelve  trout,  91b.  At  the  Leith  Fly  Fishers' 
competition  nine  rods  had  eighteen  trout,  11  lb.  9oz. 
First,  Mr.  A.  Cairns,  five  trout,  41b.  8oz.  Private 
parties  :  Mr.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  twelve,  1 1  lb.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Pyatt,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Moir,  Alloa, 
twelve  trout,  81b  8oz.  ;  Dr.  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Lawrie, 
Dollar,  fifteen  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Gourlay,  Edin- 
burgh, ten  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Butters,  Perth, 
thirteen  trout,  lOlb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson, 
Markinch,  and  Mr.  R.  P.  Spence,  Edinburgh,  twelve 
trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  McMartin  and  Mr.  Hardie,  Edin- 
burgh, twelve  trout,  lOlb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Rutherford, 
Blairadam,  twelve  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-nine  trout,  28lb.  Soz. ;  Master 
Groome,  twelve  trout,  71b.,  and  ten  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  Beveridge,  Kelso,  twelve 
trout,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Cooke,  Colchester,  eighteen 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  O.  T.  Cooke,  Colchester,  and 
Major  Bertram,  seventeen  trout,  111b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
A.  Whyte,  London,  twelve  trout,  11  lb. ;  Mr. 
W.  M.  Cooke,  Colchester,  nine  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  A.  H.  Ross,  Dundee,  twenty-six  trout, 
19lb.  Soz.  Mr.  D.  C.  Leslie,  London,  eleven  trout, 
lOlb.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Glasgow, 
fourteen  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Messrs.  Tanqueray,  Edin- 
burgh, eight  trout,  51b.  12oz.,  and  ten  trout,  81b. 
The  following  catches  were  made  in  the  evening  : — 
Mr.  Cadzow  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  Haddington,  three 
hours,  fourteen  trout,  81b.  12oz  ;  Mr.  Greig,  Perth, 
eleven  trout,  7lb. ;  Mr.  Turbayne,  Cowden- 
beath, fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Major  Reid, 
Kinross,  nine  trout,  91b.  The  total  catch  last 
month  was  3011  trout,  29061b.  8oz.,  compared 
with  1382  (14071b.  4oz.)  in  July  last  year.  This  is 
the  best  result  for  that  month  for  seven  years,  and 
has  only  been  exceeded  on  three  previous  occasions. 
— R.  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  about 
a  foot  and  a  half  on  Friday,  and  although  it  has 
fallen  considerably  since  then,  yet  a  decided 
revival  of  sport  has  been  experienced.  Fish  are 
running  freely  into  the  upper  and  far  inland  waters, 
and  a  goodly  number  of  fresh  salmon,  grilse 
and  sea-trout  are  being  got  on  the  middle 
and  lower  waters.  On  the  Hydro  section  of  the 
Murtle  water  Messrs.  Dickson,  Robertson  and 
other  guests  are  getting  good  baskets  of  sea-trout 
with  an  occasional  grilse.  On  the  Banchory,  Kin- 
cardine, and  Aboyne  reaches  an  occasional  grilse  is 
being  got.  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  will  be 
at  Mar  Lodge  on  August  11  for  the  season, 
when  good  sport  may  confidently  be  expected. 
The  sea  nets  will  be  o£E  on  Aug.  26.  Don. — On  the 
Parkhill  waters,  Messrs.  Burberry,  London,  are 
getting  excellent  sport,  and  have  made  some  very 
good  baskets.  On  the  Parkhill,  Fintry,  Kinaldie, 
and  Kintore  reaches  ■  trout  are  rising  freely  to 
the  fly,  and  on  the  upper  reaches  the  season 
is  about  its  best.  On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  Gunther 
and  Mr.  Douner  have  had  fair  sport.  On  the 
Estuary  waters  Mr.  F.  J.  Webster  had  191b.  in 
four  hours  one  day  last  week,  while  Messrs.  W.  R. 
Clark,  Kilgour,  Wharton,  and  Evans  are  creeling 
from  61b.  to  101b.  daily,  chiefly  with  the  fly,  and 
both  from  bank  and  boat — G.  M. 

OTerscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B  ). — During 
the  week  ending  July  28  there  were  landed  380 
trout,  1361b.  ;  six  sea-trout,  7Jlb. ;  and  one  grilse, 
61b.  On  July  30,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson,  Ripon, 
on  Mid-Shin,  twenty-three  trout,  101b. ;  Captain 
Nationand  Captain  Walsh,  Eastbourne,  on  Top-Shia, 
twenty-seven  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Marshall,  Japan, 
and  Mr.  McNellan,  Alloa,  on  Loch  Gorm,  six  dozen 
201b.  (heaviest,  2Jlb.).  On  July  31,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Marshall,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin,  twenty-nine  trout, 
8Jlb.  ;  Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  on  Mid-Shin, 
thirty-two,  111b.;  and  Messrs.  Stephenson  and 
McNellan,  seven  sea-trout,  7 Jib.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr. 
McNellan,  on  Top-Shin,  twenty-nine  trout,  91b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson,  on  Lower  Mid-Shin, 
eleven,  51b. ;  General  Upsher,  with  Mrs.  and  Miss 
Upsher,  on  Mid-Shin,'  twenty-one  trout,  61b. ;  and 
Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  seven  sea-trout,  91b. 
On  Aug.  2,  General,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Upsher,  thirty- 
one  trout,  9 Jib.,  and  one  grilse  61b.  ;  Captains 
Nat-ion  and  Walsh,  twenty-two,  SJlb.  On  Aug.  3, 
General  Upsher  and  party,  twenty  trout,  61b.  ; 
and  Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  fifteen,  9Jlb.  On 
Aug.  4,  Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  twenty  toout, 
lOJlb.,  and  a  ferox  of  4Jlb.  ;  General  Upsher  and 
party,  thirteen  sea-trout,  1 1  lb.  On  Aug.  6,  Captain 
and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Liardet,  Liverpool,  ten  trout,  5lb. ; 
and  Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  seven  sea-trout, 
71b.— -B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

On  July  31,  Messrs.  Lennier  and  Strachan,  Dundee, 
on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Fellowes, 
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BEWARE 


of  People  assuming:  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Og^den.  iLVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


Durham  Fl'Mzat 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  AND  MANUFACTURER  OF 
EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 


Maker  of  High'Class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


Jock  ScotT 


The  Best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of  JAMES  OGDEN 

Jas.  Ogden's  "Multum  in  Paryo"  Fly  Rod,  21/- 

A  BETTER  FLY  ROD  IS  BEYOND  THE  ART  OF  ROD  MAKING.   SENT  ON  APPROVAL  FOR  INSPECTION. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  Fishing  Tackle  Business 

Telephone  2775.  ifi    Cheltenham,  Telegrams:  "James  Ogden." 


MIDGE  FLIES. 

Sample  Dozen,  assorted    2/- 

EVENING  FLIES. 

The  ''Beck  Moths"    3/6  dozen 

NIGHT  FLIES. 

  2/-  dozen. 


Bustards 


THE  "WILSON"  NON-SPLASHING 
MINNOW  CAN, 

(REOISTEKED). 

An  article  that  will  be  appreciated  by  all  fishermen 
who  have  experienced  the  difficulty  of  carrying  live 
onows.    This  non-splashing  can  may  be  strapped 
the  waist,  or  carried  in  the  pocket,  it  only 
asuring  6  x  3|  inches. 
iVhen  carrying,  the  water  splashed  up  is  caught 
the  wire  gauze,  and  dripping  constantly  keeps  the 
ter  well  supplied  with  air.    The  tray  which  holds 
n  I  minnows  is  drawn  up  by  th«  wires  and  "  just  the 
nnow  you  want "  can  be  picked  out. 
klade  from  strong  zinc  it  is  rustless  and  weighs 
— y  about  10  ozs.    Price  4/-.    Postage  id.  extra. 


THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN 

Fop  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow 
in  low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  X/6. 
)i       »    3      II  each  1/3. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

Nox-tbevn   A.nglex>s'  Depot, 

19,  NEW  STATION  STREET,  LEEDS. 


TREAT 


BOOTS 


YOUR 


WITH 


TRADE  MARK. 


Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

Fop  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

For  MACHINE  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 


THE  ONLY  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  i„  the  GERMAN  ARMY. 

GLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-NO  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN   TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 
At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/~  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTON  STREET,   LONDON,  E.G. 

To  be  bad  of  all  Dealers. 
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Norfolk,  on  Loch-an-Uidhe,  two  trout,  3J  lb. ;  and 
Major  Joudwine,  London,  on  the  Mid-Chain  Loch, 
four  trout,  3Jlb.  On  August  1,  Major  Jeud wine,  on 
Low  Chain,  three  trout,  4 jib.,  Mrs.  Fellowea,  Norfolk, 
on  Mid,  four  trout,  41b.,  and  Miss  Little,  Surrey 
(sea-fishing),  seven  big  lithe.  On  Aug.  3,  Mrs. 
Fellowes  and  Mr.  Smith,  Saxmundham,  on  Top- 
Chain,  fourteen  trout,  71b. ;  Major  Jeudwine  and 
Colonel  Heywood,  London,  on  Mid  -  Chain,  two 
trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Fellowes,  Norfolk,  on  Golden  Eye. 
one  trout,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Surrey,  on  Loch 
Lag-Ard,  eighteen,  71b.  On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank,  York^.  on  Loch  Fionndail,  five  trout,  5§lb. ; 
Mr.  Clegg.  Yorks,  on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  eight,  31b.  ; 
Mrs.  Fellowes.  Saxmundham,  on  Black  Rock 
Loch,  one,  l|lb. ;  Messrs.  Lennier  and  Strachan, 
on  North  Waters,  two,  21b.;  Mr.  W.  D.  Little, 
London,  on  Loch  Crocach,  two  dozen,  8lb. ;  and 
Colonel  Heywood.  London,  on  Chains  Loch, 
one,  31b.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  The  sport  in  grilse 
angling  by  parties  from  Sutherland  Arms,  Inveran, 
has  been  very  good  since  last  reported.  The  sport 
during  the  week  ending  July  28  may  be  summarised 
as  follows : — General  Upsher  landed  eight  grilse, 
aggregating  381b. ;  Mrs.  Upsher  had  ten  grilse, 
511b.,  besides  a  91b.  salmon;  Rev.  —  Upsher 
landed  eight  grilse,  461b.,  and  one  salmon  of 
101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Proctor  two  grilse,  91b.  The 
total  basket  for  the  week  was  twenty-eight  grilse, 
1441b.,  and  two  salmon,  191b.  The  sport  the  past 
week  was  as  follows  :— On  July  30,  General  Upsher, 
two  grilse  of  41b.  and  61b.,  and  Mrs.  Upsher,  two 
of  51b.  and  61b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  Davies  had  a 
6-pounder.  On  August  1,  Mr.  Bilbrough  had  a 
salmon  of  111b.,  and  Mrs.  Hodson  a  4lb.  grilse 
and  a  salmon  of  91b.  On  August  2,  Mr.  Bilbrough 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr,  Hodson  two,  4lb.  and  61b.  ; 
and  Mrs.  Hodson  one,  61b.  One  August  3,  Mr. 
Bilbrough  two  grilse,  61b.  and  61b.,  and  Mrs. 
Hodson  a  6-pounder. — ;B. 


South  of  Scotland.  —  A  flood  occurred  in  all 
the  rivers  of  Dumfriesshire  and  the  Stewartry  of 
Galloway  on  Aug.  3.  No  more  rain  is  needed  now, 
as  there  is  sufificiont  water  to  keep  the  streams  in 

order  up  to  the  end  of  the  month.    The  Annan.  

Good  catches  of  herling  and  trout  were  taken  in 
this  river  on  Aug.  3  and  4  by  Messrs.  Christopher 
Steel,  J.  Irving,  T.  Gibson,  Robert  Graham.  T.  G. 
Roddick,  James  Dixon,  Willie  Bovd,  Geo.  McLean, 
James  Bonner,  Frank  Anderson,  John  Haugh, 
W.  Johnstone,  W.  Wright,  J.  S.  Sterling,  James 
Loudon,  D.  C.  Loudon,  and  Mr.  J.  Graham. 
Some  excellent  catches  were  made  in  Mount 
Annan  water  with  the  worm  on  Aug.  3  and  4. 
Monday  gave  a  fly  water,  as  also  did  Tuesday. 
There  was,  however,  some  thunder,  and  the  herling 
were  quite  off  the  fly.  On  Tuesday  evening,  fishing 
the  clear  water  worm,  Messrs.  Graham  and  Rotch 
caught  a  few  herling.  The  Dumfries  Nith  was 
m  heavy  flood  on  Aug.  3,  and  no  angling  was 
possible  in  the  lower  reaches.  On  Aug.  4  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  were  secured  in  the  middle 
stretches.  In  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  the  rods  did 
fairly  well.  The  waters  are  now  in  the  boat  of 
order  for  the  fly.  The  Galloway  Rivers.— Heavy 
floods  occurred  on  the  night  of  Aug.  3,  and  it  was 
not  until  the  following  morning  that  the  rivers 
came  into  fishing  order,  when  fair  baskets  of  trout 
were  caught.  Ayeshibe.— Heavy  rain  fell  over 
the  Ayrshure  district  on  Friday,  and  by  the  evening 
the  rivers  were  in  spate.  On  Loch  Doon,  Mr. 
Campbell  and  friend,  Mr.  Whalley,  and  Mr.  James 

MacDonald  had  some  yellow  trout  with  fly.  

Heathers  ELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire) — The  thunder  showers  are 
bringing  the  river  up  to  more  of  a  desirable  level, 
but  otherwise  conditions  are  not  conducive  to 
successful  sport.  From  the  Knockando  water, 
on  Aug.  7,  Mr.  Hankey  had  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  ; 
and  on  Aug.  3,  a  salmon  of  61b  ;  while  on 
Aug.   1,   Mr.  James   Shand  (fisherman),  had  a 


grilse  of  51b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
July  31,  Mr.  L.  G.  Harding  killed  a  grilse  of 
3Jlb;  On  Aug.  1,  two  of  5lb.  and  5 Jib. ;  on 
Aug.  2,  one  of  51b.  ;  and  on  Aug.  3,  four 
of  61b,  61b.,  61b.,  and  4Jlb.  From  the  Easter 
Elchies  water,  on  Aug  7,  Mr.  W.  Craik  (fisher- 
man), landed  two  grilse  of  41b.,  61b.  ;  on 
Thursday,  two  sahnon  of  61b..  91b.,  and  two 
grflse  of  41b.,  51b  ;  and  from  the  Arndilly  water,  on 
Aug.  6,  Mr.  Yool  had  a  salmon,  and  a  grilse  of 
61b.  ;  while  from  the  Rothes  water,  on  Aug.  1,  Mr. 
Peto  landed  a  salmon  of  81b. — J.  M. 

Tay.— The  autumn  rod  fishing  on  the  Tay  has 
opened  this  season  very  favourably.  During  June 
and  J uly  there  was  very  little  rain,  but  last  week 
there  was  a  heavy  fall,  which  brought  the  river 
down  in  flood.  This  enabled  the  fish  lying  in  the 
estuary  to  ascend,  but  as  the  flood  came  during 
the  weekly  close  time  most  of  the  fish  got  away 
to  the  higher  reaches.  Any  number  of  fiih  were 
showing  in  the  Cargill  district,  but  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  river  few  were  caught.  Fishing 
the  Stobhall  water,  Mr.  S.  Storey  killed  one  fish  of 
221b.  and  two  grilse  of  101b.  and  61b.  on  July  26, 
and  another  giilse  of  101b.  on  July  31,  while  Mr. 
Wicks  caught  one  grilse  of  61b  on  Lower  Cargill  oii 
July  26.  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield,  Bart.,  landed  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  on  Lower  Cargill  Beat  on 
Aug.  2,  while  Mr.  Arthur  Wardle  had  a  grilse  of 
81b.  on  Aug.  2  on  Bencbill,  and  Mr.  Davenport  a 
grilse  of  51b.  on  Catholes  on  Aug.  6.— A.  A. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  July  30,  Messrs.  Morrison, 
on  Loch  Hope  (by  permission),  one  salmon,  lOflb  , 
and  nineteen  trout,  111b.;  Mr.  List,  on  Craggie, 
eleven  trout,  651b. ;  Mr.  List,  jun.,  on  Loch  Siam, 
four,  451b.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  List,  on  Craggie,  twelve, 
551b.  ;  Mr.  Bell,  on  Craggie.  twenty-four,  8|lb.  On 
Aug.  3,  Mr.  List,  on  Crogach,  three,  3f  lb.  ;  Mr.  Bell, 
on  Kyle,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  On  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Bell, 
on  Craggie,  twenty-four  trout,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  List,  oa 
Loch  Buie,  51b.  of  trout.    The  weather  during  the 
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The  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cuher 

(Patented  at  Home  and  Abroad). 

Can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or 
boat.  Will  cut  all  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  River.  It  is  the  simplest,  there- 
fore the  best. 

CHEAPEST  MACHINE  ON  THE  MARKET. 

Price  from  £5,  packed  on  rail. 
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For  Fdll  Partiodlars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Rly.,  London  Bridge. 


PERCY  WADHAM, 

PLUMASSIER  TO  THE  ROYAL  FAMILY, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carlsbrooke  Fishing 
Association, 

NEWPORT,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 

TO  Am)  FHOJI  THE 

Holiday  Resorts 

 —OF  


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
'  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  ELLIOTT, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
itc. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

DERBY,  1900.  General  Manager. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH- 
WEST ERN^ILW  AY. 

SUMME  R  EXCURSIONS 

FROM 

KEN.SINOTON,  BROAD  STREET,  VICTORIA, 
WOOLWICH,    GREENWICH,    AND  OTHER 
LONDON  STATIONS  DURING 

AUGUST  and  SEPTEMBER. 

To  IRELAND,  every  THURSDAY  NIGHT. 
To  SCOTLAND,  every  FRIDAY  NIGH  C,  and 

on  SATURDAY   MORNINGS  to  SEPTEM- 

J5ER  8th  inclusive. 

To  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES,  CAMBRIAN 
LINE,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT,  BLACK- 
POOL, &c.,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  ISLE  OF  MAN,  eveiy  FRIDAY  NIGHT  and 
SATURDAY  MORNING. 

To  LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT,  every  FRIDAY 
NIGHT. 

To  MANCHESTER  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

To  BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

Cheap  Trips  to  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY, 
including  Coach  Drive  from  Kenilworth  to  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon ;  or  to  Stratford-on-Avon  by  rail 
direct,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 

FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  OBTAIN  A 
PAMPHLET  at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations 
or  Town  Offices,  or  Write  to  the  Enquiry 
Office  at  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 
London,  19U6. 


Important  Not  ice  to  Anglers. 


''ESCO  WHEAT 


FINEST  SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY. 

•'CAROLINA  RICE" 

LARGEST   NATURAL  GRAIN. 

"PREPARED  BARLEY" 

SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


We  guarantee  the  above  as  being  of  the  very 
best  quality  procurable. 


Price  II- 

Cash  with  Order, 


per  bag. 

Post  Free. 


Sample  Bags  of  Rice  and  Barley,  6(f.  each,  if 
ordered  with  Wheat. 


4 drfj-eM.— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blackfrlars,  London,  S.E. 
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whole  of  the  week  was  so  thundery  that  fish  would 
not  rise. — M.  Macinnes. 

Tweed  District. — Fishing  has  been  much  im- 
proved by  the  heavy  rain  which  fell  at  the  end  of 
last  week.  The  mid-summer  angling  competition 
of  the  Gala  Angling  Association  was  held  between 
the  hours  of  8  p.m.  on  Aug.  3  and  4  a.m.  on  Aug.  4. 
The  thunderstorms  of  Aug.  3  brought  the  waters 
down  in  high  flood,  and  consequently  prevented 
many  of  the  competitors  from  going  out,  and  also 
prevented  others  from  fishing  with  fly,  the  usual 
lure  at  this  competition.  There  were  thirty-two 
entries,  and  the  prize  winners  were : — C.  Massir 
(scratch),  81b.  I2|oz.,  Gala  ;  George  Inglis  (scratch), 
31b.  15oz.,Gala;  James Mclnnes  (scratch), 21b.  7 Joz., 
Tweed;  Thomas  Nixon  (allowed  5oz.),  lib.  12oz., 
Gala;  William  Ho wden  (scratch),  1  lb.  8Joz.,  Tweed! 
The  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  trout  was 
won  by  G.  Inglis,  11  oz.  ;  and  the  prize  for  the 
heaviest  half  dozen  by  James  Mclnnes,  1  lb.  12Joz. 
Fishing  the  Tweed,  on  Aug.  3,  with  worm,  Mr. 
Robert  Boyd  had  18Jlb.  of  trout  (heaviest,  IJlb.). 
Other  baskets  of  141b.,  101b.,  101b.,  and  71b.  were 
also  had  on  the  Tweed,  chiefly  with  worm,  and 
Mr.  Dobson  had  a  few  big  trout  with  minnow.  The 
Gala  has  been  yielding  fair  sport  durinsr  the  past 
week,  fly  at  night  being  very  effective.  Fishing  on 
Aug.  4,  Mr.  Thomas  Wintrup  had  141b.  of  trout 
with  worm.  Other  anglers,  fishing  at  night  with 
fly,  had  baskets  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  The  Ettrick 
and  Yarrow  have  been  yielding  a  few  trout,  and 
from  time  of  writing  onwards  good  sport  is  to  be 
expected  all  round. — ^Sorley  Bfiovs'isr. 

XJUapool  (Caledonian  Hotel).  —  On  July  30, 
Messrs.  Carrington  and  McJannet,  Oxford,  on  Loch 
Ob'lochan,  ten  trout,  81b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  Car- 
rington, on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  two,  2Jlb;  Messrs.  F 
CunlifEe  O  wen  and  B^ardsley,  Loughborough,  on 
Long  Loch,  ten,  41b.  On  Aug.  1,  Me-srs.  F.  Cunlifie 
Owen  and  Beardsley,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  ten,  31b., 
and  on  Aug.  4,  on  Hill  Loch,  forty,  101b.  Thundery 
weather  all  the  week  very  unfavourable  to  anglers. 
— Geo.  Morrison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

.  Baiiii  and  Triliataries.  —  A  thunderstorm, 
followed  by  heavy  -rain.",  passed  over  North-east 
Ulster  in  tiie  early  days  of  the  week,  after  which  the 
tributaries  came  down  in  flood.  The  main  stream 
rose  four  inches,  and  conlinued  discoloured  for  four 
days.  The  flood  in  the  Agivy,  which  discharges 
three  miles  down-stream,  caused  arise  of  backwater 
of  eighteen  inches  on  the  weir  a,t  Caronroe,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  fish  which  continued  congregating 
on  this  reach  since  the  end  of  May  passed  over,  some 
of  which  have  reachfid  the  lake,  but  the  largest  stock 
experienced  for  many  years  remained  on  the  Kilrea 
and  Pontglenone  sections.  Sport  is  not  being 
obtained  in  proportion  to  the  large  number  of  fish 
which  are  in  the  river,  but  I  have  often  stated  in 
this  journal,  and  many  others,  that  shrimp-fished 
salmon,  when  they  refuse  to  take  that  infernal  lure, 
will  not  come  to  the  fly  for  a  long  period  after.  The 
run  has  ceased,  and  few  are  coming  in  from  the  sea; 
however,  there  are  as  many  salmon  and  grilse  resting 
in  this  river  as  would  stock  all  the  streams  in  co. 
Antrim.  Colonel  Bruce  has  caught  fifteen  salmon 
and  grilse  at  Caronroe,  ranging  from  41b.  to  171b. ; 
Colonel  Chichester,  fourteen,  ranging  from  4Jlb.  to 
121b. ;  and  Mr.  Clelland,  thirteen,  ranging  from 
01b.  to  141b.  At  Kilrea,  Mr.  R.  T.  MulhoUand 
landed  two  grilse  of  ejlb.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Craig,  three 
of  e^lb.,  7ilb.,  and  7|lb. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  one 
of  5lD.,  ana  a  salmon  of  91b. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Ballast  and  District. — The  Crossgar  is  in  fair 
trim,  and  several  good  takes  were  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Belfast  A.  A.  The  Dromore  reaches  of 
the  Lagan  also  gave  fair  results.  Trout  fishing  on 
the  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  waters  shows  a 
much-needed  improvement,  and  Lough  Mourne  is 
steadily  rising  as  an  angling  water,  the  rainbows 
having  thriven  exceedingly  well. — J.  A.  B. 

Cnmnieragli  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry), — These 
waters  were  m  good  order  on  a  couple  of  days,  but 
are  again  low. — T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During 
the  past  week  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Mount  landed 
six  salmon  and  grilse  weighing  from  61b.  to  111b.  ; 
Mr.  R.  M.  Thornely,  four,  weighing  from  51b.  to 
81b.  ;  Captain  Auchinleck,  two,  of  61b.  and  71b. ; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Helm,  four,  of  41b.,  61b.,  8lb.,  and 
251b. ;  Major  Wilkinson,  one,  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  L. 
Ellis,  four,  weighing  from  61b.  to  91b. — M.  Rogan 
&  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery.— Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Aug.  1  to  Aug.  7: — Captain  Macgowau,  on 
Aug.  1,  three,  8lb.,  sib.,  Q^lb. ;  on  Aug.  2,  four,  5lb., 
6ilb.,  mb.,  81b. ;  on  Aug.  3,  five,  lU^lb.,  6*lb., 
im.,  71b.,  51b.;  on  Aug.  4,  four,  7ilb.,  81b.,  5|lb., 
8 Jib. ;  on  Aug.  6,  two,  5lb.,  5^1b. ;  on  Aug.  7,  tour, 
131b.,  71b.,  81b.,  Gib.  ;  total,  twenty-two,  1581b. 
Mr.  T.  P.  Dobson,  on  Aug.  1,  four,  U^b.,  181b., 
61b.,  71b.;  on  Aug.  2,  four,  6^1  b  ,  5^1b.,  81b.,  61b.; 


on  Aug.  3,  seven,  61b.,  4ilb.,  6Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  6Jlb., 
81b.,  71b. ;  on  Aug.  4,  seven,  51b.,  ejlb.,  141b.,  4|lb., 
6Jlb.,  4jlb.,  51b.  ;  on  Aug.  G,  five,  61b.,  61b.,  71b., 
51b.,  51b. ;  on  Aug.  7,  five,  81b.,  71b.,  CJlb.,  G^lb., 
61b.;  total,  thirty-two,  215Jlb.  Major  Moir,  on 
Aug.  1,  one.  91b.;  on  Aug.  3,  five,  SJlb.,  6|lb., 
GJlb.,  81b.,  51b.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  five,  .5^1b.,  S^lh.,  4lb., 
4*lb.,  GJlb.  ;  on  Aug.  6,  four,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  i^lh., 
6|lb.  ;  on  Aug.  8,  one,  3v\lb.  ;  total,  sixteen,  95ilb. 
Mr.  J.  K.  Bradbury,  on  Aug.  1,  two,  71b.,  51b. 
Mr.  A.  Buckly,  on  Aug.  1,  three,  6Jlb.,  4  jib.  5Jlb. 
Mr.  John  Sharpe,  on  Aug.  2,  three,  4Jlb.,  O^lb.,  51b. 
Mr.  Shaw,  on  Aug.  2,  one,  51b.  Mr.  J.  T.  Pierson, 
on  Aug.  3,  one,  71b.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  one,  5 Jib.  ;  on 
Aug.  6,  one,  61b.  ;  total,  three,  18|lb.  Major 
Chearnley,  on  Aug.  3,  three,  61b.,  11  lb.,  7ilb.  Mrs. 
Griffin,  on  Aug.  3,  five,  4ilb.,  GJlb.,  5Jlb.,  71b.,  51b. ; 
on  Aug.  6,  two,  51b.,  91b.  ;  on  Aug.  7,  four,  5^1  b., 
3ilb.,  61b.,  8^1b. ;  total,  eleven,  6Glb.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Belleville,  on  Aug.  4,  three,  71b.,  51b.,  7ilb.  Mr. 
W.  C.  Herring,  on  Aug.  4,  two,  5 Alb.,  5|lb.  ;  on 
Aug.  7,  one,  G^lb. ;  total,  three,  ll^lh.  Prince  M. 
Stourdza,  on  Aug.  5,  one,  5Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  6,  five, 
5Jlb.,  4|lb.,  4Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.;  total,  six,  321b. 
Totals : — Aug.  1  (half  day),  thirteen ;  Aug.  2  (half 
day),  twelve';  Aug.  3,  twenty-six ;  Aug.  4,  twenty- 
three  ;  Aug.  6,  nineteen ;  Aug.  7,  eighteen.  Total  for 
the  six  days  :  1 1 1. — W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Killamey  — Sport  has  improved  at  salmon,  and 
has  been  good  at  brown  trout.  All  waters  here  are 
now  in  nice  order. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougrh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  July  30, 
Mr.  Powell  alid  friend  had  four  fish,  5Jib.  ;  on 
July  31,  three,  81b.;  on  Aug.  1,  five,  11  lb.  On 
Aug.  2,  Mr.  Eves  and  Mr.  Lyon,  seven,  91b.  ;  on 
Aug.  3,  nine,  111b.  On  Aug.  4,  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Turner,  two,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Eves  and  friend,  eight, 
121b.  On  Aug.  5,  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Turner,  two,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Eves  and  friend,  three,  31b.,  this  day  being  a 
dead  calm.  These  were  all  killed  on  the  Daddy- 
Long-Legs;  fish  are  rising  well  to  same.  The 
grouse  moors  that  are  in  with  this  hotel  are  well 
stocked  with  grouse  for  the  12  th,  so  that  gentlemen 
coming  here  can  find  plenty  of  sport  both  on  the 
grouse  moors  and  on  the  Corrib. — T.  Natjghton. 

Lough  Corrih  iRailway  Hotel). — The  weather 
here  for  the  last  week  was  very  unfavourable  for 
fishing.  We  had  a  good  lot  of  thunderstorms  and 
lightnmg  ;  notwithstanding,  the  local  fishermen  that 
kept  their  lines  in  the  water  made  a  good  week's 
wages  by  the  quantity  of  trout  sent  to  the  London 
market.  These  local  fishermen  work  from  daylight 
till  dark,  which  is  the  great  cause  of  their  success. 
The  weather  this  evening  looks  bright  and  pleasant, 
with  a  nice  breeze  for  the  long  harry,  which  is  now 
in  full  swing,  and  doing  much  Jiavoc  with  local 
fishermen. — T.  Fahy  Naughton. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Wsterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  good  on  days  that  have  been  at  all 
favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  IVIask  (Clonbnr). — Fishing  from  Kilbride 
Lodge  are  Messrs.  E.  Carter,  F.  Young,  Dr.  Ewart, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner.  Mr.  Carter,  on  July  30, 
four  trout,  4lb. ;  on  July  31,  three,  2Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  1, 
four,  41b.  ;  on  Aug.  2,  four,  5f  lb.  ;  on  Aug.  3,  three, 
41b.  ;  on  Aug.  4,  eight,  8  Jib.  Mr.  Young,  on  July  30, 
ten  trout,  7lb.  ;  on  July  31,  eight,  101b. ;  on  Aug.  3, 
three,  3Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  4,  three,  6ilb.  Dr.  Ewart, 
on  Aug.  2,  one  trout,  1  lb. ;  on  Aug.  3,  two,  3Jlb. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner,  on  July  31,  six  trout,  8ib. ; 
on  Aug.  1,  one,  3Jlb.  All  the  above  catches  were 
taken  on  artificial  fly  and  dap. — P.  S. 

Longa  Melvini — Mr.  P.  Gillespie  landed  a  trout 
(salmo  ferox)  of  61b.,  and  nine  others,  on  August  4. 
Trout  did  not  rise  well  to  the  fly  during  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  bright,  hot  weather,  yet  when- 
ever a  good  breeze  sprang  up  some  decent  catches 
of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  were  obtained  by  the 
anglers  out  fishing  the  lake  from  Garrison  Kinlough, 
Bundoran,  &c. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  good,  though  the  weather  on 
some  days  was  unfavourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  good  order 
after  the  rain  of  last  week,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  prospects  of  sport  are  very  much 
improved. — J.  A.  B. 

Itfoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo;. — Bright,  sultry  weather  during  the  past 
week  was  much  agamst  angling.  Mr.  h'.  H.  Mont- 
gomery, two  grille,  6lb.,  61b. ;  Mr.  A.  S.JMontgomery, 
five  grilse,  29^1b.  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Cockrell,  six  grilse, 
oOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Ponnet,  three  grilse,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Fitz- 
maurice,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hogg,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
Master  C.  Scroope,  four  grilso,  2alb. ;  iv±r.  Garvey, 
five  grilse,  261b.  ;  Major  Stewart,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Perry knox-Gore,  five  grilse,  261b.  ;  Mr.  Ryves, 
one  grilse,  61b.  Mr.  Pownall,  Mr.  Parker,  and  Mr. 
Ford  are  getting  some  trout  on  the  loughs.  Surgeon- 
Major  Rayner  had  thirteen  pike,  largest  231  b.,  it 
being  a^beauty,  it  was  so  short  and  thick.  All  nets 
and  salmon  weirs  are  now  off  since  Aug.  1,  and  the  | 


river  is  beginning  to  swarm  with  grilse  and  sea- 
trout.    Lough  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well.  Pat 

Hearns. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sport  is 
materially  improved  on  the  waters  of  the  Rosses. 

The  following  baskets  wore  made  since  last  notes:  

Mr.  Hastings,  nine  white  trout,  from  31b.  down,  on 
Dungloe ;  Captain'Skinnor,  on  Dungloe,  on  August  5, 
eleven  sea-trout  from  31b.  down  ;  Colonel  Cordoaux' 
six  sea-trout;  Mr.  Cherry,  one  salmon  61b.,  one 
sea-trout  2Jlh.,  on  Loughanure.    Messrs.  Hamilton 

and  Brown  in  one  week  killed  one  hundred  trout.  

J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry),— Sport 
has  been  good  at  sea-trout.  On  Loughnaiska,  on 
one  day.  Dr.  Norbury  and  Mr.  Beckwith  creeled 
eighteen  sea-trout.  The  takes  have  since  ranged 
from  eight  to  thirteen  sea-trout  daily.  Several 
brown  trout  have  also  been  taken. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  is  now  good  at  pollack 
at  and  around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 
Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  are  now  giving 

fair  sport,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out.  

T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  still  holds  fine  and  warm, 
with  blue  sky,  and  the  town  is  looking  quite  gay 
with  visitors,  and  several  boats  have  put  out  to 
different  fishing  grounds.  The  best  sport  is  obtained 
in  the  bay,  from  two  to  four  score  of  flatfish  per 
boat.  We  may  soon  expect  to  see  better  sport.-^ 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier) — Great  numbers  of  visiting 
anglers  have  recently  patronised  the  pier,  but 
general  results  have  been  most  unsatisfactory, 
probably  on  account  of  the  extreme  brightness  of 
the  weather  and  clearness  of  the  water.  Pollack 
anglers  have  fished  for  all  they  were  worth  many 
hours  daily,  but  numbers  and  sizes  of  their  cap- 
ture? have  been  generally  small.  Bottom  fishing  has 
yielded  scatcely  anything,  even  pouting  coming 
to  hand  in  very  small  numbers.  Oa  August  4, 
Colonel  Svnge.  Mr.  Gladwin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  Mr.  Nickels,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar, 
Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  T.  Sexton,  Mr.  Spurgin, 
and  a  few  others  fished  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
with  scant  success,  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a  codling 
of  21b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Hill.  Mr.  J.Handley, 
Mr.  West,  Mr.  Waddell,  and  Mr.  Newell  fished  early 
on  the  following  day,  and  the  last-named  gentleman 
secured  six  pollack  upon  lugworm  bait,  but  the 
total  results  were  very  poor.  Over  fifty  rods  were 
in  evidence  on  August  6,  but  not  two  score  of  size- 
able fish  were  landed  throughout  the  entire  day. 
Sport  was  somewhat  better  on  Tuesday,  August  7, 
when  Mr.  Sexton  and  Mr.  Nickels  obtained  a  few 
pollack,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tress,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puck- 
ridge,  Mr.  W.  Gibbs,  and  Master  Hyde  made  small 
catches  of  pouting  and  an  occasional  dab  or  codling. 
Though  everything  seemed  conducive  to  good  sport 
in  the  evening,  the  catch  was  practically  nil,  several 
gentlemen  leaving  the  pier  without  a  single  fish. 
Mr.  Turner  was  very  early  upon  the  scene  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  8,  and  left  at  his  breakfast  hour 
with  six  pollock,  the  best  catch  recently  made. 
—J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensance. — Fine  weather  during  the  past  week, 
although  fog  has  sometimes  made  it  difficult  to 
pick  up  the  marks.  Fair  sport  generally,  Messrs. 
Willis,  one  catch,  five  pollack,  twenty-five  sploshers, 
ten  pouting,  two  large  and  one  small  crawfish,  three 
conger.  On  Aug.  7,  Mr.  Chudleigh  and  party,  eighty 
bream  and  sploshers,  three  pollack,  twelve  conger. 
Fair  catches  of  bream,  pouting,  and  whiting  near 
Mousehole  Island.  Rod  fishing  from  piers  and 
whiffing.  Fair  sport  with  pollack,  chad,  and 
mackerel.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  everything  that  can 
be  wished  for,  and  the  sea  smooth  "for  the  delicate 
ones.  Pollack  galore,  and  bass  still  on  the  feed. 
Some  very  large  ones  have  been  taken  in  the  Sound 
and  around  the  ends  of  the  Breakwater.  The 
favourite  spot,  the  East  Winter  Buoy,  has  kept  up 
its  reputation  as  a  haunt  for  these  pollack,  and 
those  who  have  stuck  to  this  spot  have  had  some 
good  catches.  Mr.  Croft,  the  manager  of  the  Western 
Morning  News,  has  just  returned  from  the  Scilly 
Isles,  and  he  and  liis  wife  have  had  some  grand 
sport — in  fact,  I  believe  the  lady  had  the  biggest 
fish.  In  one  tide  they  caught  IJcwt.  in  about 
one  and  a  quarter  hour,  and  large  fash.  There  are 
plenty  of  pouting  and  small  whiting  to  be  had  just 
now  in  the  various  pits  m  the  Sound. — William 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  is  now  giving  good  sport 
m  sevw-al  departments,  principally  at  pollack. — 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  —  Pollack  fishing  is 
improving,  but  not  many  anglers  have  been  out  so 
far.— T.  J.  D. 
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The  moor-cock  springs  on  whirring  wings 

Among  the  blooming  heather. 
Come  let  us  stray  our  gladsome  way 

And  view  the  charms  of  Nature, 
The  rustling  corn,  the  fruited  thorn. 

And  every  happy  creature. 

— Burns. 


Death  of  E.  H.  Bramley. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  have  to  record 
the  death  of  Mr.  Edward  Herbert  Bramley,  who 
passed  peacefully  away  on  Tuesday,  July  31,  1906, 
aged  seventy-two  years.  His  remains  were  interred 
at  Buckhurst  HUl  on  August  3. 

"  O  for  the  touch  of  a  vanished  hand. 
And  the  sound  of  a  voice  that  is  still !  " 
No  words  of  mine  could  add  to  the  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  by  all  who  shared  his  genial 
companionship  either  at  the  club  or  by  the  river's 
bank.  On  March  19,  1895,  he  occupied  the  chair 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  and  it  seems  but  yesterday  that  I  listened 
to  his  able  and  witty  speech  in  proposing  the  toast 
of  "  The  Gresham  !  " 

«  *  *  * 

In  the  number  in  which  his  speech  was  recorded 
(March  23,  1895)  his  portrait  appeared,  imder  the 
title  of  "  Men  we  Meet."  (Alas  I  that  we  shall 
meet  him  no  more.)  And  this  is  what  I  said  about 
him  : — 

"  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  is  a  member  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  and  one  of  its  committee.  The 
subject  of  the  illustration  is  a  native  of  Nottingham, 
and  was  a  successful  barbel  angler  in  his  earlier  days. 
He  is  a  well-known  journalist,  a  wise  counsellor  in 
all  matters  connected  with  the  society  to  which  he 
belongs,  a  humorous  author  (under  the  nom  de 
plume  of  '  Dr.  Merrydog ' ),  a  fluent  speaker,  an 
active  and  prominent  Freemason,  and  a  member  of 
the  Savage  Club.  During  the  present  week  he 
received  a  silver  medal  from  the  Gresham  in 
acknowledgment  of  having,  among  the  members, 
caught  the  largest  perch  during  the  year  1894." 
«  *  *  * 

Since  the  time  the  above  lines  were  penned,  I 
have  had  innumerable  opportunities  of  listening  to 
his  fund  of  anecdote,  wit,  and  humour.  On  one 
occasion  at  a  meeting,  when  some  knotty  point 
needed  a  skilful  solution,  he  said,  *'  they  can  always 
put  things  straight  if  they  were  imbued  with  the 
idea  that — 

'Wouldn't  the  time  seem  awfully  long 
If  all  went  right  and  nothing  went  wrong ; 
And  wouldn't  the  days  be  awfully  flat 
Were  there  nothing  at  all  to  grumble  at  ? '  " 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 

At  a  full  meeting  on  Wednesday  three  new 
members  were  elected.  A  punt  outing  to  Twicken- 
ham was  arranged  for  Oct.  7,  when  "  sides  "  will  be 
drawn  for,  the  losers  to  pay  for  a  dinner  to  be  held 
at  the  Cercle  Franejais  on  Oct.  14.  During  the 
holidays  several  members  captured  some  nice  fish. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams  and  Mr.  Fischer,  at  Yald- 
ing,  bream  and  roach,  Mrs.  Abrahams  one  bream  of 
31b. ;  M.  Monniot,  roach,  dace,  and  a  very  fine 
gudgeon.  The  following  notice  has  been  sent  from 
Paris,  announcing  a  grand  international  com- 
petition in  September : — 

*  *  *  * 

Entente  Cordiale. 

Grand  Concours  International  de  PSche  a  la 
Ligne,  organise  par  ^notre  confrere,  Les  Sports,  de 
Paris,  pour  le  dimanche  23  septembre,  a  Ballan- 
court  USeine-et-Oise). — Le  present  concours  est 
organise  en  souvenir  des  Concours  Intemationaux 
de  Ballancourt  et  Henley,  1905  ;  il  est  offert  a  tous 
les  pecheurs  a  la  ligne  d'Angleterre  et  de  France, 
moyennant  un  droit  d'inscription  de  lf.50  pour  les 
pecheurs  individuels,  et  Ifr.  pour  les  pecheurs 
faisant  partie  d'une  soci6t6,  ainsi  que  pour  les 
dames.  Nombreux  prix  serout  d6eern63  a  cette 
6preuve ;  objets  d'art,  m6dailles,  palmes^  etc.,  etc., 
sans  compter  les  prix  sp6ciaux  r6serv6s  aux  80ci6t6s, 
dames,  etc.  Le  reglement  paraitra  sous  peu  et 
nous  nous  ferons  un  plaisir  de  le  communiquer  a 
nos  lecteurs ;  des  a  present  nous  les  engageons  a  se 
faire  inscrire  pour  ce  grand  concours.  Les  inscrip- 
tions sont  recues :  a  Londres  chez  M.  Franco, 
76,  Hinton-road,  Herne-hill,  London,  S  E.;  a  Paris 
chezM.  La  Sonde,  Journal  Les  Sports,  20,  Rue  St. 
Marc,  Paris. 

If  *  *  * 

All  the  French  members  will  be  able  to  under- 
stand the  above,  but  I  give  the  secretary's  English 
version  of  it : — "  Our  contemporary,  Les  Sports, 
of  Paris,  is  organising  a  grand  International  Com- 
petition, to  take  place  at  Ballaocourt,  Paris.  It 


will  be  remembered  that  a  similar  competition 
took  place  at  Ballancourt  last  year,  and  that  later 
the  French  anglers  honoured  us  with  a  visit  to 
Henley.  The  event  is  open  to  all  English  and 
French  anglers.  The  entrance  fee  is  Is.  3d.,  and  a 
number  of  valuable  prizes  will  be  given.  The 
Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  and  many  other  anglers 
from  all  parts  of  England,  have  signified  their 
intention  of  being  present."  Further  information 
may  be  had  of  the  hon.  sec.  at  the  club,  Cercle 
Franejais,  5,  Lisle-street,  Leicester-square. 


How  difficult  it  is  to  get  satisfactory  photographs 
of  "  anglers  in  the  act  "  is  only  known  to  those 
knights  of  the  piscatorial  "  camera" -derie,  so  to 
speak,  who  have  tried  it.  Expert  opinion  is  agreed 
that  during  all  the  years  of  photographically  illus- 
trated angling  literature  and  journalism,  no  satis- 
fying photographs  of  the  Spey  cast  have  ever  been 
published  previous  to  those  which  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  21.  Likewise,  I  might  say, 
no  accurate  set  of  trout  fishing  picture  postcards 
have  appeared  prior  to  that  just  issued  by  Messrs. 
Raphael  Tuck  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  from  nogatives  taken 
by  that  popular  angling  writer,  W.  Carter  Platts. 

<•<  *  «  4t 

The  six  pictures  Ulustrate'  by  typical  "action  snap- 
shots "Dry-Fly  Fishing,"'  "Wet-Fly  Fishing," 
"Fishing  the  Mountain  Burn,"  "Fishing  the  Stone 
Fly  Creeper,"  "Upstream  Worm  Fishing,"  and 
"Bobbing  with  the  Live  Fly."  My  advice  to  all 
readers  in  search  of  a  postcard  treat  is,  ask  for 
Tuck's  postcards.  Series  No.  5272,  and  see  that  you 
get  them. 


A  Fine  Gudgeon. 

M.  Monniot,  the  host  of  the  Anglo-French 
Piscatorials,  had  a  day  at  Twickenham  on  Wed- 
nesday. Amongst  other  fish,  including  some  nice 
dace,  he  captured  a  gudgeon  measuring  close  upon 
seven  inches.  It  is  being  set  up  by  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co. 


IzAAK  Walton,  Fisherman. 
Serene,  secure,  beside  some  stream 
He  kept  his  vigil,  dreamed  his  dream  ; 
No  visionary  fair  romance 
Of  famous  deeds  with  horse  and  lance. 
But  battles  waged  with  foemen  shy. 
By  weapons  such  as  line  and  fly. 

Day  after  day  the  fisher  spent. 

Beguiled  to  a  supreme  content. 

In  snaring  crafty  silver  trout, 

Or  perch,  if  mulberry- buds  were  out ; 

Sequestered  with  the  falling  rain. 

The  song  of  thrush,  or  lark's  refrain. 

With  some  choice  friend  who  loved  as  well 

The  wonder  of  that  liquid  spell. 

He  watched  how  swift  the  salmon  sped 

Across  an  amber  fiver  bed. 

Or  how  the  grayling,  or  the  dace. 

Went  gliding  smooth  from  place  to  place. 

Past  cowslip  meadows,  jasmine  bowers. 
Hedges  with  honeysuckle  flowers. 
They  wandered  slow  to  some  quaint  inn 
That  smelled  of  lavender  within. 
Where  he  would  sip  some  homely  wine 
And  boast  the  prowess  of  his  line. 

— By  Martha  Hale  Shackford  in 
Everybody's  Magazine,  U.S.A.,  June  1906. 


President  Roosevelt  has  had  a  fish  named 
for  him.  In  future  it  will  be  known  as  the  "  Roose- 
velt trout,"  a  species  of  trout  newly  discovered, 
described  as  the  most  beautiful  fish  in  America.  It 
is  golden  in  colour,  about  1ft.  in  length,  is  found 
only  in  one  small  creek,  tributary  to  the  Kern  River 
in  the  high  "  Sierras  "  of  California,  called  Valcano 
Creek.  It  was  by  special  permission  of  the  President 
the  fish  was  named  for  him.  He  has  taken  a  special 
and  personal  interest  in  its  preservation,  and  under 
his  direction  steps  have  been  taken  to  propagate^it 
artificially  and  distribute  it  throughout  the  United 
States.  Its  scientific  name,  says  the  American 
Fishing  Gazette,  is  "  Salmo  Roosevelti." 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  for  August  is  one  of  the 
best  parts  that  has  been  issued.  The  editor  has 
borne  in  mind  that  this  is  the  special  month  when 
all  the  world  and  his  wife  goes  holiday  making,  and 
has  catered  most  liberally  for  the  tastes  of  all. 
Good  pictures,  pithy  tales,  and  sparkling  jokes 
make  a  most  eflfective  number.  The  pleasure 
seeker  should  secure  this  issue,  the  price  of 
which  is  sixpence.  The  publishers  are  Messrs. 
James  Henderson  and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court, 
Fleet-street,  E.C. 


The  crab  sometimes  catches  a  fish,  and  it  catohea 
it  without  hook  and  line.  '  It  lies  in  wait,  perhapi) 
in  some  creek,  with  its  jaws  extended  in  front  and 
open.  Perhaps  a  school  of  killies  comes  along,  and 
it  may  be  that  a  killie  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
school  may  swim  unsuspectingly  along  through  the 
clear  water  between  the  upper  and  lower  parts  of 
one  of  the  motionless  open  claws  of  the  crab. 
When  it  is  well  within  them,  the  claw'  suddenly 
snaps  together,  and  that  particular  little  killie  goea 
no  farther. 


Wading  in  the  darkness,  says  Carter  Platts  in  the 
Yorlcshire  Weekly  Post,  has  been  repeatedly  de- 
scribed as  a  dangerously  \mcertain  proceeding. 
Dangerous  it  may  be,  and^often  is  ;  but  there  is 
nothing  uncertain  about  it.  That  is  its  peculiar 
characteristic.  However  doubtful  an  angler  may 
be  of  the  varying  natvu-e  of  the  river  bed  by  day- 
light, he  is  just  certain  to  find  all  the  deep  places 
first  time  in  the  dark,  and  walk  straight  into  them, 
and  he  can  alwaj'S  calculate  to  a  nicety  how  deep 
they  are  by  noticing  how  far  his  clothes  are  wet 
above  the  tops  of  his  waders.  A  south-countryman 
up  north  on  an  angling  trip  was  persuaded  to  wade 
in  the  dark  on  a  "  bustard  "  fishing  excursion  on 
the  assurance  that  the  local  friend  who  accompanied 
him  knew  every  stone  and  hole  in  the  river.  All 
went  well  imtil,  in  the  usual  way  of  things  when 
"  bustard  "  fishing,  the  stranger  casually  took  a  step 
on  the  river-bed  where  it  wasn't,  and  the  next 
instant  flopped  into  a  10ft.  hole.  "  Confound 
you  !  "  he  roared  and  spluttered,  as  his  local  friend 
administered  first  aid  with  the  whisky  flask,  after 
dragging  him  ashore  with  the  hook  end  of  his 
landing-net  shaft.  "  Confound  you,  sir  !  I  thought 
you  told  me  you  knew  every  hole  in  the  river  ?  " 
"  Yes,  I  do,"  chirped  the  other  soothingly.  "  That's 
one  of  'em." 


Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  alewives  and  advancing 
prices,  which  bid  well  to  touch  a  record  breaking 
point,  fishermen,  says  the  American  Fishing  Gazette, 
are  in  a  quandary  as  to  how  and  where  they  will 
be  able  to  provide  themselves  with  bait  in  order 
to  make  their  livelihood  in  the  future.  Indications 
point  to  alewives  becoming  extinct,  and  it  is  high 
time  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Fish  Commission 
to  the  present  conditions  confronting  the  fishermen 
and  the  industry.  It  woifld  be  well  to  start  a 
movement  to  have  the  Fish  Commission  take  in 
hand  the  propagation  of  alewives  to  help  the 
fishermen  out  of  this  threatening  predicament, 
which  will  confront  them  in  the  near  future.  [I 
wonder  why  these  ale  wives  do  not  pay  stricter 
attention  to  their  business  ?] 


Messes.  B.  Armstrong  and  T.  Sterling,  of  the 
Leyton  Waltonians,  were  fishing  the  *'  Boom " 
swim  on  the  Lea  at  Ware  on  Aug.  5,  and  captured 
241b.  7oz.  of  fine  roach.  They  were  fishing  from 
one  of  Mr.  Wood's  punts,  of  the  Barge  Inn,  Ware. 


Just  a  line  to  remind  sea  anglers  of  the  approach- 
ing "  Festivals."  The  first  is  the  Southend  Festival 
(under  licence  of  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers) 
on  August  18,  19,  and  20,  from  boats  and  pier.  The 
railway  companies  have  offered  special  facilities 
for  visitors,  and  a  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday 
or  Tuesday  ticket  may  be  obtained  for  the  moderate 
price  of  3s.  6d. ;  or  for  one  day,  2s.  6d.  return. 
The  prizes  number  about  fifty  to  the  value  of  over 
£100.  All  information  may  be  obtained  from  the 
secretaries,  Messrs.  O.  M.  Howard  and  A.  H. 
Hawkes,  156,  Hamlet  Court-road,  Southend. 

•  *  *  * 

Then,  later  on  (Sept.  8,  9,  and  10),  we  have  the 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival, 
which  is  being  engineered  by  those  two  model  and 
indefatigable  hon.  secretaries,  Messrs.  Dowsett 
and  Bartram,  of  10,  York  Buildings,  Hastings,  who 
will  send  on  (per  return — no  waiting !)  one  of  the 
prettiest,  handiest  little  books,  giving  every  par- 
ticular. I  shall  have  something  more  to  say  about 
this  popular  festival  next  week. 

•  «  «  « 

Oct.  4,  5,  and  6  are  the  days  set  apart  for  the 
Ramsgate  and  District  Festival.  Some  splendid 
prizes  are  offered  for  competition,  and  the  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Cox,  will  on  application  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  Ramsgate,  furnish  all  information  to  intend- 
ing visitors  and  competitors. 

•  *  *  « 
There  ar©  others — of  which  more  anon. 


The  Mick  :  "  Phwere's  Bill  ?  I  towld  'ira  to 
meet  me  at  seven  o'clock  with  all  me  tackle.' 
"  It's  no  use  tellin'  him  anything  ;  it  just  goes  in 
at  one  ear  and  comes  out  at  the  other — like  water  on 
a  duck's  back."  Dragnet. 
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For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

30/-;  14  ft.,  32/-.   These  Rods  are  made  suitable  for  fly,  Minnow,  or  Worm. 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE,' 

53Ag^/i?!^n^r^»r 

superior  fittings ;  2  tops,  9  ft.,  11/6 ;  10  ft.,  12/-;  11  ft.,  12/6;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Qrilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


OUR 
FLIES 


WADERS  Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-.  Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 
■■"■^■-"'^f  pair  Guaranteed.  ,      /  / 

R  ROGUES  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com 
■*'*^^*'^'^|        fortable  Brogue  made,  2B/-. 

See  our  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON.  An^^rX^^or,,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


In  HAND50ME  CLOTH,  Gilt  Top,  Price  3/6  net;  or  in 
LIMP  LEATHER,  Gilt,  5/-  net. 


FISHING  for  PLEASURE  and 
CATCHING  IT,  by  the  amateur  angler, 

has  been  most  favourably  peviewed  in  the 
following,  being  the  best  and  leading  literary 
and  general  newspa/ters  in  Great  Britain  and 
America 

THE  TIMES-SPEOTA TOR-A THEN/EUM-OUAROIAN-PUNCH 
-MORNING  POST-THE  TRIBUNE-PALL  MALL  GAZETTE-THE 
FIELD  WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE- DAILY  NEWS-DAILY  TELE- 
GRAPH-DAILY  MAIL-DAILY  GRAPHIC-TRUTH-THE  WORLD- 
THE  GRAPHIC -LITERARY  WORLD  -  EVENING  STANDARD- 
CHRISTIA N  GLOBE -BAZAAR-ACA DEM Y- SHEFFIELD  DAILY 
TELEGRAPH  BAPTIST-ILLUSTRATEO  SPORTING  AND  DRAMA  TIC 
-BOOKSELLER- PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR  -  EVENING  NEWS- 
NEWCASTLE  JOURNAL-AMERICAN  ANGLER-DAILY  CHRONICLE 
-MANCHESTER    COURIER -FINANCIAL    MEWS  -  NOTTINGHAM 


DAILY  EXPRESS -FISHING  GAZETTE-SCOTSMAN  -  MORNING 
LEADER-FOREST  AND  STREAM  (New  York)-OBSERVER-COUNTY 
GENTLEMAN-COUNTRY  LIFE-NEWSAGENT  CHRISTIAN  GLOBE 
-IRISH  TIMES -LEEDS  MERCURY- ABERDEEN  FREE  PRESS- 
And  Many  OtherB, 


LONDON  :  T.  WERNER  LAURIE,  Clifford's  Inn,  E.C. 


Orders  may  also  be  sent  to  Messrs.  HARDY  BROTHERS. 

London  and  North  British  Works,  ALNWICK. 

Or  to  their  r  LONDON  :  61,  Pall  Mall,  S  W      EDINBTTRaH  •  n„„;,i   T 

BetaU  Branches:  {  MANCHESTER  :  12  and  14,  Moult  Street         '  ' 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  BEADY, 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
larger  one  for  last  year. 


AZSO  JUST  PVBZISBED. 


n 


"ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED 

An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.  Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 
Price  4^d.  post  free. 

WRITE   FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY, 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO   DO  SO. 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 


General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  walbran. 


Telegrams : 

"Halcyon,  Leeds.' 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK.' 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  NE WARK-ON-TRENT. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World, 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  beat  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check 
alimimmm  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout.  ' 
3  in.  3Jin.  4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

10/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


ARMSTRONG'S 

BOATS 


And  Punts.   Lighter,  cheaper,  stronger,  and  more  durable  than  wood.    Easy  to  row. 
Need  no  protection. 

THINK  of  the  LUXURY  of  a  BOAT  THAT  CAN  NEVER  LEAK. 

New  "Insa"  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies,  and  new  types  of  Fly  Kods,  from  a  ozs.  and  upwards 
introduced  by  the  firm  this  year. 

The  Angler  who  has  NOT  ts^osLg'spon.''^''' 

Full  Catalogues  of  Steel  Boats  and  Fishing,  Tackle  post  free  on  application. 

ARMSTRONG   &    CO.,  Sporting  Gun  (Dept.  F),  115,  N'land  Street 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
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Pfovineial  flugllfig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  grand  weather  for  the  hohdays, 
and  hundreds  of  our  members  have  been  out  to  all 
parts  of  the  Midlands  and  even  into  Wales  in 
search  of  sport.  A  number  of  contests  were 
fished  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  last,  the 
chief  water  patronised  being  the  Avon ;  the 
river,  together  with  others,  is  now  very  low  and 
fine,  but  sport  all  round  has  been  good.  Bream, 
roach,  perch  and  dace  have  been  taking  the  gentle 
freely.  The  banks  of  the  Severn  have  been 
lined  with  anglers  of  all  kinds.  Bewdley  and 
Alley  were  full  of  anglers,  ia  fact,  it  has  been 
a  long  time  since  so  many  rods  were  seen 
in  the  neighbourhood  before.  Evesham,  Bidford 
and  Salford  Priors,  together  with  Pershore,  to  which 
places  special  trains  were  run,  were  more  than  ever 
crowded  with  anglers.  In  fact  all  waters  known  to 
contain  fish  were  visited.  Canal  fishing  has  been 
good,  and  a  large  contingent  of  our  members  have 
given  preference  to  the  canals  on  account  of 
them  being  quieter  and  not  being  disturbed  by 
boating.  The  Alrewas,  Fradley,  Coventry, 
Fazeley,  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals  have 
been  well  fished,  and  ^the  two  first  mentioned 
places  have  yielded  some  good  roach  and 
perch,  and  some  good  eels  have  been  taken. 
We  still  continue  to  make  progress  in  Birming- 
ham ;  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Association 
three  new  clubs  were  affiliated,  and  the  secretary 
reported  that  the  membership  had  increased 
with  over  500  members.  I  am  also  pleased 
to  say  that  the  financial  position  of  the 
Association  is  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition. 
Some  grand  sport  has  been  had  at  the  basins  at 
Stourport  which  is  rented  by  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Society ;  some  very  large  catches  of  roach  and  bream 
have  been  made  lately,  one  angler  had  over  40lb.  last 
week  ;  the  fish  are  taking  stewed  wheat  and  gentles. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  a  part  of  the 
Avon  below  the  Mill  at  Stratford  has  been  poisoned, 
and  that  a  great  destruction  of  fi^h  has  taken  place, 
hundredweights  of  grand  fi^h  have  been  killed, 
and  an  inquiry  will  be  instituted  as  to  the  cause. 
Some  time  ago  a  similar  thing  occurred  at  the  samo 
place.  A  number  of  clubs  have  made  arrangements 
to  fish  contests  here,  but  I  should  now  advise  them 
to  look  out  for  other  places. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

A  large  number  of  anglers  came  into  the  Fen 
district  for  the  Bank  Holiday.  The  chief  event  on 
Monday  was  a  £20  sweepstakes  which  took  place  in 
the  Fossdyke  at  Saxilby.  Twenty-eight  prizes 
were  offered.  There  were  185  competitors,  and 
fishing  extended  from  1.45  to  4  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. R.  Ward,  of  Lincoln,  was  the  winner  of  the 
first  prize  with  31b.  lljoz.  of  roach;  J.  Parkin,  of 
Sheffield,  second;  S.  Warburton,  of  Sheffield,  third. 
On  most  waters  this  week  anglers  have  been 
extremely  busy,  and  the  Witham,  especially,  has 
presented  a  most  animated  scene.  Heavy  bags  of 
bream  have  been  made.  The  Welland,  Glen,  Forty- 
foot,  and  minor  drains  in  the  Boston  district  have 
all  been  fished  with  most  gratifying  results. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  A.  A.  held 
their  annual  members'  match  and  challenge  cup 
competition  at  Ferriby  Sluice  on  the  River 
Ancholme  on  Monday.  At  the  call  of  "  time,"  the 
four  hundred  competitors  had  their  fish  weighed, 
Mr.  Thomas  Barber,  of  the  West  Hull  A.  A. 
winning  the  first  prize  with  41b.  13Joz  ,  Messrs. 
Woodhall,  Reid,  and  W.  J.  Barker  coming  in  for 
the  next  three  prizes.  The  four  challenge  cups 
were  won  this  year  by  the  following  teams  in  the 
order  given  : — River  Hull  A  S.,  with  an  aggregate  of 
9lb.  3Joz  :  West  Hull  A.S.,  71b.  4Joz. ;  Hull  Town 
A  A.,  21b.  7oz. ;  and  Excelsior  AS.  with  21b.  4oz. 
Sport  on  the  Hull  is  fairly  good  in  most  quarters. 
TVIr.  J.  Cheeseman,  at  Wawne,  has  secured  some 
nice  roach  with  paste,  the  best  fish  going  1  lb.  2oz. 
Some  good  sport  is  also  reported  from  the  Brigham 
and  Wansford  districts  of  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  at 
the  river  at  Beverley  Beckend  some  good  bream 
up  to  31b.  each  are  being  secured.  Reports  from 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  very  fair,  one 
angler  securing  about  a  s-tone  of  good  bream  in 
the  Broomfleet  district.  The  Shipwrights'  Arms 
Club  fished  a  match  at  Newport  last  week, 
Mr.  A.  Wilkinson  topping  the  prize-winners  with 
41b.  15^oz.,  Messrs.  R.  Strickland,  R.  Wales  and 
H.  Hepworth  following  up  with  close  upon  4lb. 
each. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Tho  streams  are  now  at  a  nice  height  for  fly  for 
day  fishing — for  night  they  are  on  the  high  side — 
and  it  may  here  be  stated  that  the  night  fishing 
for  brown  trout  is  a  long  way  advanced.  The  flood 
brought  up  a  good  head  of  sea  fish  in  the  Kent. 
In  Levens  Park,  Lord  Hampden's  party  are 
doing  fairly  well,  and  several  lots  of  good  sea-trout, 
running  up  to  a  dozen  fiih  per  evening,  ^have 
been  taken.  On  the  semi-public  waters  higher  up 
this  stream,  Mr.  Caton  killed  four  on  the  night  of 
Aug.  6,  which  included  two  of  2lb.  apiece.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Lee  had  also  good  fishing  on  the  same  night 
on  the  Lower  Levens  waters.  Mr.  Cottam,  net- 
ting these  waters  on  the  same  day,  took 
two  grand  brown  trout  of  4lb.  and  31b.  respectively. 
Some  good  sea-trout  fishing  is  being  had  on  the 
River  Leven.  Mr.  John  Thompson  (Patton)  killed 
a  fine  lot  of  beck  trout  on  the  River  Mint,  and 
Messrs.  Heap  and  Hodgson  did  very  well  on  Stainton 
beck,  while  some  good  baskets  were  also  creeled  in 
the  Bela.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  represent  Winder- 
mere, with  a  little  very  moderate  char  fishing. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

TheBoUin  is  yielding  a  lot  of  rather  fine  fish  both 
trout  and  coarse.  Average  sport  is  reported  from 
the  Lune  and  Wyre.but  nothing  of  interest  from  th" 
Ribble.  The  Tyldesley  Association  are  due  at  Peel 
Hall  to-day  to  fish  a  match.  Sept.  1  will  see  a  swarm 
of  rods  at  Worsley  to  try  for  the  Bridge  water 
Challenge  Shield,  championship  medals  and  £10  in 
prizes.  Warrington  and  Liverpool  clubs  are  like 
other  centres  up  to  their  eyes  in  all  sorts  of  contests. 
Great  expectations  and  also  preparations  exist  in 
Bolton  for  the  August  annual  excursions  and  con- 
tests, special  trains  being  requisitioned  to  convey 
the  members  and  friends. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Another  Bank  Holiday  over,  and  beyond  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  small  army  of  rods  away  fram 
this  city  little  can  be  heard  of  their  doings.  There  is 
a  great  difference  in  the  reports  of  the  rivers  visited, 
in  an  unexpected  resort  heavy  waters  stopped 
all  fly  fishing,  and  in  another  low  water  limited  at- 
tempts to  early  and  late.  Mr.  Stensby,  Gunsmith, 
Withy  Grove,  has  a  curious  fish  in  his  shop  which  has 
been  mounted  for  a  customer.  The  scales  and  haired 
fins  would  do  for  a  chub,  the  dorsal  fin  for  a  Daddy 
Ruff,  and  the  outline  of  the  body  for  a  perch  or 
rudd.  What  is  it  ?  A  number  of  Ardwiok  anglers 
object  to  twenty-eight  fish,  15oz.,  in  three  hours, 
being  styled  poor  sport  in  these  notes  la-t  week. 
What  is  it  then  ?  The  Welcomb  Anglers  have  an 
important  meeting  next  Monday. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Bank  Holiday  was  a  lovely  day  in  point  of 
weather,  and  many  anglers  visited  the  various 
reaches  of  the  Trent,  which  has  now  been  running 
in  extremely  low  and  bright  condition  for  some 
weeks  past.  Sport  on  Monday,  however,  was  not 
over  brisk,  votaries  being  much  handicapped  by 
the  intensity  of  the  heat.  Barbel  have  aeain  been 
caught  at  Colwick  weir  head  by  Mr.  H.  Green  and 
friends,  and  some  good-sized  fish  have  been  got  in 
the  streams  adjoining  Colwick  Parsonage.  Others 
have  been  met  with  at  Averham  weirs  in  the  private 
waters  near  the  church,  and  also  in  the  Beeston 
and  Clifton  districts.  The  roaching  contingent 
have  done  well  with  creed  wheat  at  Shardlow, 
Cavendish  Bridge,  Sawley,  Long  Eaton  Bank,  and 
Rolleston,  and  many  scores  of  small  fish  have  been 
attracted  with  gentles  by  punt  aaglers  operating  in 
the  deeps  off  Sneinbon  meadows.  Plenty  of  eels 
have  again  been  secured  with  worm  employed  on 
ledgering  tackle,  and  fly  fishers  are  reported  to  have 
enjoyed  improved  sport  at  nights  on  the  Clifton 
and  Wilford  waters. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  hot  during  the 
past  week  —  may  be  good  for  the  harvest,  but 
much  against  the  angler.  The  rivers  are  very 
low  and  fine.  In  some  parts  of  the  Teme  you 
can  cross  without  being  up  to  your  knees, 
and  very  little  can  be  done  ia  this  river 
without  wading.  ;A  great  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  this  Bank  Holiday,  every  avail- 
able fishing  resort  has  been  well  patronised, 
but  1  regret  to  say  light  creels  were  pretty 
general.  Before  Sunday  some  good  catches  of 
grayling  were  had  in  the  Teme,  but  not  many 
trout,  not  even  in  the  protected  club  waters,  where 
the  fish  are  known  to  be,  and,  as  may  be  expected, 
the  principal  sport  was  had  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
M.  T.  Perks  had  a  nioe  catch  of  trout ;  Mr.  H. 
Morgan,  six  brace  good  -grayling  ;  Messrs. 
Jones,  Roberts,  Hughes,  Smith  and  Weaver  had 
each  a  nice  creel  of  fish,  mostly  grayling,  and 
one  gentleman  caught  a  fine  trout,  Silb.,  at  Brans- 


ford,  with  the  minnow,  and  some  very  fine  daqe 
were  caught  with  both  maggot  and  fly,  iBlack  Gnat. 
Sport  among  the  coarse  fish  has  varied  very 
much,  some  days  no  bait  would  tempt  them.  In 
the  Kempsey  water,  of  the  Severn,  Mr.  H.  Tyler 
had  about  30lb.  of  roach,  J.  Harris,  of  the'Fountaia 
Club,  20lb.  Above  Camp  Weir  G.  Ratcliffe  caught 
nine  fine  bream  and  a  nice  lot  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Lee  large 
catch  of  chub.  Mr.  Thompson  a  mixed  basket  of 
fish,  201b.  The  sport  on  the  Avon  very  tame  this 
week,  and  some  of  the  club  competitions  fished  in 
the  middle  part  of  the  day  in  the  blazing  sun  came 
off  failures.  The  Barbourne  Brewery  Club 
not  a  fish,  but  a  capital  spread  at  Twyning  Fleet  on 
the  Avon,  and  enjoyed  themselves,  thanks  to  their 
president,  Mr.  A.  Allen.  The  Good  Intent  Club 
did  very  badly  at  the  same  place  on  Sunday.  The 
Fountain  Club  and  their  friends,  to  the  number 
of  200,  also  ha4  their  outing  and  contest  at 
Twyning  Fleet  on  Sunday,  to  which  place  they 
journeyed  in  twelve  brakes,  starting  from  head-  , 
quarters  at  9  a.m.  On  arriving  at  Broxeridge  Com- 
mon,the  whole  company  were  regaled  with  a  splendid 
lunch,  and  after  the  contest  they  all  sat  down  to  a 
splendid  spread  in  the  marquee,  all  generously  given 
by  Mr.  Ted  Price,  who,  with  his  good  wife,  saw  to 
the  arrangements.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours' 
duration,  the  winnerd  were:  1,  Mr.  Sid  Webb  {41b. 
15oz.) ;  2,  F.  Champkens  ;  3,  C.  Oliver  ;  4,  H.  Hobbs  ; 
5,  T.  Wliitehouse  ;  6,  J.  Billington ;  7,  F.  Brigga ; 
8,  H.  Jones  ;  9,  T.  Williams  ;  10.  T.  Payne;  11,  J. 
Townsend.  Eels  are  giving  rare  spprt  in  the  rivers 
and  canal,  and  are  much  sought  after,  some  fine 
specimens  have  been  caught  up  to  2lb.  12oz. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prevailing  conditions  of  weather  are  not 
unfavourable  from  an  angler's  point  of  view. 
The  recurring  thunderstorms  serve  to  enliven 
the  waters  with  freshets  and  to  clear  the 
atmosphere,  rendering  fishing  more  endurable 
during  the  hot  season.  Clubs  and  parties 
angling  in  the  district  at  the  week-end  and  early 
this  week  were  fairly  successful.  On  August  6 
the  thirty-ninth  annual  competition  in  connection 
with  Leeds  took  place  on  the  Swale  at  Skipton 
Bridge,  Thirsk,  when  there  were  316  competitors. 
Small  catches  ruled.  The  first  prize  of  £4  was 
taken  with  311).  12oz.  of  fish  by  A.  Wright, 
Thirsk.  Nearly  all  the  other  prizes  went  to  Leeds ; 
A.  Greenhill,  £3,  2lb.  12o7,.,  being  second,  and  G. 
Parkinson  (York),  lib.  lljoz.,  third.  At  Whel- 
drake  Ings,  near  York,  on  Aug.  0,  the  Anglers' 
Arms  A  C.  had  a  pleasant  time.  J.  Siddal  did  the 
best,  catching  2lb.  3oz.  The  King  William  were 
also  at  Wheldrake,  and  had  to  be  content  with 
rather  small  catches,  as  the  water  was  very 
clear ;  G.  Corner  was  first.  The  Fitzwilliam 
Angling  Club  held  their  yearly  picnic  in  the 
Derwent  at  Howe  Bridge,  when  twenty-one  com- 
petitors had  entered.  Poor  catches  were  ex- 
perienced, the  result  being  attributed  to  the  clean 
state  of  the  water  and  the  very  warm  weather. 
J.  Massey  led  with  lib.  9Joz.,  W.  Dawson  was' 
second,  and  J.  Giles  third.  Beautiful  weather 
favoured  the  Three  Cranes  Angling  Club  on  the 
occasion  of  their  annual  match  at  Newton-on-Ouse. 
Five  hours'  fishing  resulted  in  R.  C.  Thompson 
getting  first  honours  at  the  weigh-in. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  generally  improved  from  an 
angling  point  of  view,  and  rain  has  fallen  which 
has  helped  to  serve  matters.  Though  salmon 
fishing  has  not  been  generally  good,  decent  sport 
has  been  had  at  many  places.  Sea-trout  fishing  is 
now  in  full  swing,  and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule. 
Ssa  angling  has  improved,  and  is  becoming  general 
at  many  stations.  A  fishery  inquiry  was  held  at 
Sneem  last  week  by  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Green,  inspector 
under  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Technical 
Education,  into  an  application  received  to  prohibit 
trawling  in  Kenmare  Bay.  The  inquiry  lasted 
over  three  hours. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  welcome  fall  of  rain  last  week,  and  occa- 
sional showers  this  week,  saved  the  situation 
on  many  of  the  northern  rivers,  on  which  angling 
had  been  practically  suspended  for  some  weeks. 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of 
Conservators,  held  in  Ballymena  on  August  4,  the 
following  resolution  was  passed: — "That  no  in- 
spector or  bailiff  has  a  right  to  bring  on  a  prosecu- 
tion which  is  likely  to  entail  any  great  expense 
without  the  express  consent  of  the  Board  at  a 
duly  convened  meeting,  except  in  cases  of  ordinary 
poaching."  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  inspectors 
hhould  take  their  instructions  from  the  clerk,  a  full 
board,  or  committee  of  the  board,  and  the  bailiffs 
their  instructions  from  the  inspectors.  It  was 
arranged  to  hold  meetings  in  Toome  and  Coleraine 
on  the  first  and  second  Saturdays  in  October  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  conservators. 
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'^otes  from  i^e  ^od^. 

In  a  very  early  and  excessively  warm  spring  and 
summer  the  salmon  are  tinged  with  red  much  more 
so  than  in  a  season  like  the  present,  when  the  fish 
are,  if  not  as  silvery  as  when  they  came  from  the 
sea,  yet  very  nearly  so. 

All  along  the  north  and  east  coast  there  is  an 
early  and  prolific  run  of  finnock  and  sea-trout,  and 
from  now  on  till  the  middle  o£  September  an 
excellent  autumn  is  a  certfiinty. 

The  Messrs.  Burberry,  of  waterproof  fame,  are 
having  three  weeks  or  so  on  the  Parkhill  Don 
water.  It  is  about  the  best  four  miles  on  the  lower 
Don,  and  they  are  sure  to  have  good  sport,  both 
with  large  and  small  fish. 

From  border  Tweed  to  silvery  Dee  the  North 
British  Railway  runs  almost  within  sight  of  the  sea. 
It  is  a  beau-ideal  coast  line,  touching  a  succession  of 
angling,  golfing,  and  seaside  resorts  unsurpassed  in 
our  island. 


From  Berwick  the  tourist  can  touch  at  Dunbar, 
North  Berwick,  St.  Andrews,  Carnoustie,  Montrose, 
Stonehaven,  and  Aberdeen,  while  beyond  that  there 
is  Cruden  Bay,  Peterhead,  and  all  the  Moray  Firth 
towns. 


I  missed  the  Ythan  at  Newbury  and  the  Ugie  at 
Peterhead,  but  a  week  or  a  month  can  be  spent  at 
either  place,  and  from  now  till  the  close  of  the 
season  get  splendid  sport. 

There  has  not  been  excessive  flooding  in  the 
North,  but  just  such  a  gradual  rise  of  a  foot  or  so 
of  water  at  a  time  that  brings  away  the  fish  to  the 
angler's  liking. 

The  Silver  and  Cinnamon,  the  Hare's  Ear,  Lord 
Saltoun,  and  Red  Palmer  are  the  taking  lures,  with 
the  little  Devon  and  the  tube  to  those  who  care  for 
spinning  for  finnock. 

There  will  be  a  galaxy  of  royalties  all  the  season 
through  now  on  Deeside.  Lord  Fyvie  will  have 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  for  the  opening  of  the 
grouse  shooting,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  they  may 
visit  Mr.  Haven,  in  the  Forest  of  Birse,  whose  son 
is  a  Spanish  dignitary.  Special  Scotch. 


one.  The  members  fishing  our  Barford  water 
report  a  number  of  decent  fish,  but  early  morning 
and  late  evening  are  the  only  times  they  have  been 
brought  to  bank.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  has  taken  some 
splendid  trout  on  the  fly  from  the  Highbury  Trout 
Fishery,  the  largest  being  just  a  shade  under  21b. 
The  second  club  outing  of  the  season  will  take 
place  on  Aug.  12,  the  venue  being  Beocles,  and 
members  are  reminded  that  the  best  fish  taken  at 
this  outing  scores  a  point  for  the  challenge  cup.  A 
letter  from  our  old  friend  and  member,  Mr.  Kennaby, 
gives  an  interesting  account  of  his  shark  fishing 
adventures  in  Sydney  Harbour;  the  largest  fiah 
taken  by  him  measured  over  12ft.,  and  weighed 
2cwt.,  truly  a  formidable  opponent  considering 
Mr.  Kennaby  was  fishing  from  a  small  boat.  Mr. 
T.  A.  Shaw  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and 
dace,  one  of  the  latter  weighing  lOJoz. — Hon.  Sec. 

Palmebston  Anglino  Socjeiy. 
Ten  members,  fishing  at  Welney  Pits,  on  Aug.  4,  5, 
and  6,  caught  1150  perch,  roach,  rudd,  and  tench.' 
Mr.  F.  Todd  captured  a  fine  perch  of  21b.  15oz., 
and  Mr.  G.  F.  Simson  a  tench  of  21b.,  rudd  and 
perch  up  to  1  lb.  A  few  carp  have  been  taken  from 
the  Croydon  water,  which  is  now  in  excellent 
condition. — P.  Vandervell,  Hon.  Sec. 


THE  ROTHEE,  SUSSEX. 

[A  few  of  the  experiencea  of  my  early  life  on  the 
Bother  before  the  Bother  Fishery  Association  was 
started  in  1872.] 


Jlssociafiotts,  clc, 

Anglebs*  Association. 
The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next  at  8.30  p.m.  The  River  Lea  will  be 
run  off  on  August  12  between  Ware  Locks  and 
Hardmead  Locks,  and  no  fishing  will  be  allowed  in 
that  part  of  the  river ;  the  bailiffs  will  be  on  special 
duty  to  protect  the  fish  until  the  river  is  again  full. 
— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  was  chairman  at  our  ordinary 
meeting  on  Aug.  1,  but  his  task  was  a  very  light 
one  ;  and  at  a  committee  meeting  on  Aug.  2  Mr.  H 
Adams  presided.  Several  members  spent  the  recent 
holidays  at  Harefield,  and  amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Bainton,  who  had 
some  nice  roach  over  lib.  on  Aug.  4 ;  Mr  E 
Blagrave,  who  also  had  roach  (best  i  lb.'  4oz  )  on 
Aug.  5;  and  Mr.  Andr6  (best  lib.  5Joz.).  On 
Aug.  6  there  was  a  club  match  in  the  Harefield 
section  of  the  society's  water,  but  the  takes  were 
small,  doubtless  on  account  of  the  heat,  the  dav 
bemg  very  bright  and  hot.  Mr.  Leroux  had  roach 
(best  lib.  4Joz.),  and  Mr.  Jukes  several  fair-sized 
roach ;  Mr.  Armitage  dace  and  roach,  and  Messrs. 
Sage  and  E.  Blagrave  roach.  Mr.  Jukes  was  first 
and  Mr.  Leroux  second.  Dr.  Donstone  also  had 
perch  and  roach.  Bream  up  to  31b.  have  been 
taken  m  Denham  Strait,  and  in  the  Rickmansworth 
section  some  fair  bags  of  roach  and  dace— E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

As  customary  after  August  Bank  Holiday  no 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  7  ;  on  Tuesdav 
next,  Aug  14,  both  committee  and  ordinary 
ings  will  take  place,  and  the  following  Tuesday 
Aug.  21,  has  been  fixed  as  the  date  of  a  roach  and 
dace  conpetition.  when— subject  to  usual  C  L  P  S 
conditions— any  water  wUl  be  available.— Hon.  Sec! 
Highbury  Angling  Society. 

The  holiday  season  is  now  in  full  swine,  and 
consequently  the  meeting  on  Aug.  8  was  a  small 


In  those  days  everybody  who  had  a  net  went 
netting  when  and  where  he  pleased,  and  was  not 
over  particular  what  he  did  or  where  he  went.  If  the 
net  was,  as  it  often  proved  to  be,  blocked  with  a 
quantity  of  wood,  bundles  of  old  hop-bines,  mud, 
etc.,  it  was  at  once  emptied  on  the  bank  ;  it  did  not 
matter  if  it  was  into  mowing  grass  or  any  other 
crop.    Fences  were  pulled  up  if  in  the  way,  and  if 
the  owner  or  occupier  told  them  they  had  no  right 
to  do  so,  the  reply  was,  as  likely  as  not,  "  If  you 
don't  go  away  we  will  chuck  you  in  the  Channel." 
I  do  not  say  that  all  worked  on  this  system,  but  a 
good  many  did  so.    Many  had  their  nets  for  their 
own  waters.     I  recollect  that  my  father,  who 
occupied  some  land  on  the  banks,  had  a  famous  net 
which  fitted  the  "  Channel,"  as  the  river  was  and 
is  still  often  called,  but  there  were  lots  of  fish  even 
in  those  days.    I  remember  seeing  the  set-net  bob 
the  corks  right  under  water  before  we  came  up  with 
the  drag-net.    This  net  was  a  wonderful  piece  of 
work.    It  ended  in  a  bag,  in  the  end  of  which  wag 
kept  a  stone  to  keep  it  down,  and  when  the  net  was 
emptied  the  end  was  untied,  and  everything,  great 
and  small,  came  out  here.    Poor  old  net !  it  was  a 
good  one  for  its  poaching  work,  with  its  heavy- 
leaded  side  poles.    It  is  still,  after  all  these  years, 
put  away  in  my  attic,  and  long  may  it  rest  there! 
Often  a  pike  of  8lb.  to  101b.  or  a  salmon  trout  (sea- 
trout)  of  a  good  size  was  in  the  haul,  together  with 
bream  as  large  as  a  pair  of  bellows,  and  other  small 
fry. 

It  was  quite  the  custom  for  the  occupier  of  the 
wharf  at  Bodiam  to  lay  in  his  trammel-net  with  its 
extra  large  walls  during  the  night  and  to  take  out 
large  salmon  trout  in  the  morning.  Where  have 
they  gone  to  ?  I  remember  the  last  time  my  net 
was  used  taking  a  fine  61b.  salmon  trout.  They 
still  come  up  the  Brede  river,  part  of  our  waters, 
to  deposit  their  spawn,  and  many  years  since  a 
large  one  was  caught  in  a  very  small  tributary  by  a 
woodcutter.  I  heard  that  it  was  dripping  with 
spawn,  and  the  weight  over  101b.,  which  he  soon 
disposed  of  to  someone  else  for  its  weight  in  fat 
pork. 

I  also  well  remember  taking  two  flue- nets  and 
sending  a  boy  to  draw  a  hue  across  the  Rother 
about  half  a  mile  below  Bodiam  Bridge,  putting 
them  in  a  little  distance  apart ;  we  had  to  take  them 
out  several  times  for  the  barges  to  pass.  In  one  I 
caught  a  fine  salmon  trout,  in  the  other  a  pike,  and 
fished  all  the  time  between  the  nets  with  a  rod  and 
line,  so  we  had  fish  even  in  those  times,  when  I  am 
afraid  it  was  catch  fish,  honestly  if  you  can,  but 
catch  fish. 

But  the  days  of  netting  are  now  over,  and  it  is 
only  allowed  on  the  Rother  from  Rye  to  Knelle's 
Dam,  near  Beckley,  under  licence  of  the  Rother 
Board  of  Conservancy,  between  July  15  and  Sept.  1, 
when  the  grey  mullet  come  up  at  times  in  shoals, 
and  have  been  fished  for  from  time  immemorial. 

Thomas  Daws, 
Secretary  Rother  Fishery  Association. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftor* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"TO  DISTINGUISH  SALMON  FRY  FRO.M 
TROUT." 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  editorial  note  to 
my  article  under  this  heading,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  10,  I  quite  agree  that  the  colour  of 
the  pectoral  fins  is  no  distinguishing  mark  between 
the  salmon  in  its  smelt  stage  and  the  same  fish  when 
it  grows  older.  Grilse  commonly  have  these  fins 
clouded  with  black  or  blue,  frequently  quite  as  much 
so  as  in  the  case  of  smolts  ;  and  in  the  adult  salmon 
a  little  of  the  same  colour — occasionally,  perhaps,  a 
good  deal  of  it — is  not  unusual  ;  but  what  I  did  say, 
and  what  I  still  adhere  to,  is  that  the  colour  of  the 
pectorals,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  other  fins 
on  the  under  surface  of  the  body,  is  the  surest  and 
niost  ready  means  of  distinguisliing,  at  the  water- 
side, between  small  trout  and  the  sea-going  young 
of  migratory  salmonidm.  If  the  pectorals  are 
blackish  or  bluish  and  the  other  fins  white,  the  little 
fish  may  at  once  be  put  down  as  a  young  Salmo  salar  ; 
trout,  in  any  form,  never,  in  my  experience,  having 
these  distinctive  marks. 

Between  the  young  of  the  different  species  (or 
races,  as  I  prefer  to  regard  them)  of  trout,  the  dis- 
tinction is  not  always  so  easy,  but  in  a  general  way 
— quite  sufficient  for  the  guidance  of  the  angler,  who 
would  seek  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  the  law — 
if  the  pectoral  fins  are  pale  yellow  or  orange,  only 
slightly  darker  than  the  ventrals,  the  fish  should  be 
returned  to  the  water  as  a  young  sea-trout.  In  the 
non-migratory  S.  fario  all  the  lower  fins  are  always 
more  or  less  brown. 

Of  course,  as  I  remarked  in  my  previous  communi- 
cation, there  are  other  more  scientific  modes  of  dis- 
tinction, but  the  above  is,  I  think,  the  best  and  most 
satisfactory  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  spotting  on 
the  gill-covers,  drawn  attention  to  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  A.  Severn,  is  a  good  mark  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it 
is  more  a  matter  of  degree,  some  examples  of  trout 
having  the  covers  so  much  more  spotted  than  others, 
and  young  salmon  having  occasionally  more  than 
two  such  spots.  While,  of  course,  young  sea-trout 
cannot  be  distinguished  in  this  way  from  their 
non-migratory  relations. 

It  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  power  of  heredity 
that  young  sea-trout,  confined  in  a  pond,  will  never- 
theless assume  the  silvery  sea-going  livery  at  the 
proper  time,  and,  finding  themselves  unable  to  get 
out  of  their  enclosure,  gradually  revert  to  a  "  brown- 
trout  "  colour,  and  become  practically  indistin- 
guishable from  true  forms  of  S.  fario  ;  the  change  in 
colour  extending  largely  to  the  fins,  as  well  as  to  the 
pigment  on  the  scales  of  the  body.  Yet  the  following 
year  most  of  the  migratory  trout  will  again  become 
as  silvery  as  fish  fresh  run  from  the  sea,  and  again 
gradually  lose  their  brightness  as  the  season 
advances.  I  once  had  an  opportunity  of  submitting 
two  fish  to  a  party  of  salmon  experts  sent  down  to 
report  upon  a  salmon  fishery  question.  One  of  these 
was  a  trout  caught  by  rod  from  a  pond  into  which  it 
had  been  introduced,  along  with  others  of  its  kind, 
in  the  smolt  or  "  orange  fin "  state,  and  which 
had  never  been  in  salt  water  in  its  life.  The  other 
was  selected  from  a  number  taken  in  the  nets  of  a 
sea-fishery.  The  fish  were  identical  in  length  and 
weight  (about  21b.  each),  and  no  difference  whatever 
could  be  discovered  between  them  ! 

Regarding  the  question  of  the  size  to  which 
samlets  attain  before  they  reach  the  sea.  Gin.  or  7in. 
may  be  taken  as  about  the  usual  maximum,  but  I 
have  sometimes  caught  them  close  upon  or  quite  a 
foot  long,  and  over  ^Ib.  in  weight  ;  this  near  the 
estuary  of  a  river.  Young  sea-trout,  on  their  way  to 
salt-water,  rarely  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  pound  in 
weight  ;  and  are  commonly  about  half  that  size. — 
Yours  truly.  Lichen  Grey. 

P.S. — In  reply  to  the  later  questions  of  Mr- 
Dejonge,  all  young  salmonidce  have  black  and  red 
spots  on  the  body  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  as 
well  as  the  dark  bands,  or  "  thumb  marks,"  and 
there  is  so  much  variation  in  this  respect  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  possible  to  distinguish  in  this  way 
between  them.  In  the  early  parr  state  the  differences 
are  minute  at  best,  but  as  all  such  small  fish  should 
be  returned,  that  is  not  so  vital  a  question.  When 
the  fish  have  assumed  their  smolt  stage  and  are 
making  seawards  is  the  only  time  when  they  are  in 
danger  of  being  retained  by  the  angler  in  mistake  for 
non-migratory  trout,  and,  as  already  stated,  the 
colour  of  the  pectoral  fins  is  then  an  infallible  dis- 
tinction between  trout  and  5.  salar,  and  one  that 
can  be  detected  at  a  glance  when  the  fish  is  newly 
caught.  The  difference  between  migratory  and  non- 
migratory  trout  is  not  so  marked,  but  here  again  the 
readiest  guide  lies  in  the  colour  of  the  fins,  and  if 
anglers  only  keep  in  their  basket  such  fish  as  have 
their  under  fins  more  or  less  brown  or  have  the 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  charming-  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Uneijuallotl  for  Its  excol- 
lent  FSshing,  both  from 
Shoro  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roelc  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtaiBed  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth ; 
or 

Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ 
ated,  and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town, 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND, 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd,,  179,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  Distinjjuishefl  l*ftf  ronage. 
This  much-frequented  and  conifoitably-furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ytnan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best. 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
"  The  Sea  Trout  fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere.  " 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodaiion.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  PROPRIETOR. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 
SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 

Roach f  Bream,  Perohm 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&o.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARP,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS 
WANTED, 

FIRST-CLASS  FISHING  ROD  MAKER. 

Fully  up  to  Split-Cane  Work,  and  to  take 
the  position  of  Foreman  Rod  Maker. 
Highest  references  necessary  ;  good  posi- 
tion for  capable  man. — Apply,  by  letter 
only,  "Rods,"  c/o  C.  R.  Bueb,  3.3,  Noble 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


SALMON  &  SEA-TROUT  FISHING 
in  IRELAND. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Saekville  St.,  Dublin, 

Have  Special  Stock  of  Superior  .  . 

GREENHEART  SEA-TROUT  RODS, 

ALSO  ALL  THE 

Special  Salmon  &  Sea -Trout  Flies 

for  Connemara,  Donegal,  Kerry 
and  Mayo. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


PLEASE  NOTE  CHANCE  OF  ADDRESS. 


Miss  EVELYN  J.  PAYNTER, 

Artificial  Fly  Dresser. 


November  to  June. 

Darlingrhurst,  Thurlow  Rd., 
Torquay,  Devon. 

June  to  November. 

Freelands,  Alnwick, 

Northumberland. 


Price  Lists  and  Specimen  flies  on  application. 


DAPPING  RODS,  HOOKS, 
AND  BLOW  LINES. 

For  Qreendrake  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
SPLENDID   STOCK    NOW  READY. 

Write  for  Price  List. 
Sample  Hooks  &  lilow  TAti.es  for irartled. 

MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  LOWER  SACKVILLE  ST.,  DUBLIN. 


TO  BE  SOLD  BY  AUCTION. 

High-class  Guns  and  Rifles,  including  Ham- 
merless  Ejector  single  and  two-trigger  fiuns,  liy 
Purdey  &  Sons,  Boawell,  Churcbill,  Boueliili, 
Cogswell  &  Harrison,  Grant,  Lang  A  Hussey, 
Moore  *  Grey,  Reilly  &  Co.,  Tolley,  Watson, 
and  others  ;  Split  Cane  and  Greenlieart  Trout 
and  Salmon  Koils  ;  Books  of  Flies  and  Kishing 
Tackle,  Bicycles,  and  other  Sporting  Effects ; 
also  Kodaks,  Cameras,  and  Lenses,  a  stock  of 
Umbrellas,  a  surplus  stock  of  line  Havan.i 
Clears,  without  reserve,  a  cellar  of  Old  Wines : 
which  will  be  SOLD  by  AUCTION  by 

DEBENHAM,  STORR  &  SONS,  LTD., 
At  26,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  12  o'clock 
on  Wednesday,  15th  inst.    Catalogues  gratis 
on  application  to  the  Auctioneers. 


CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

PRINCE  COLIBRI,  Smallest  Man  in  the  World  ; 
HENRI  COT,  the  French  Giant.  Cafe  Chantant, 
twice  daily.  Leoni  Clarke,  the  Cat  King,  and 
200  animals.  Military  Bands,  including  COLD- 
STREAM GUARDS.  Organ  Recitals  by  Mr. 
WALTER  VV.  HEDGCOCK.  Healtli,  Food,  and 
Hygiene  Exhibition.    Cricket,  &c. 

FIREWORKS  Thursdays  and  Saturdays. 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURT. 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.    Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Chanming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA, 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK-BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mestrozzi's  Austrian  Band  of  37  Players. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  in  the  EMPRESS  HALL. 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romautic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court. 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEL,' 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Subterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
,000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine,  Views  of  ScliSnbrunn, 
Semmeriug    Pass     Abazzia,    &c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Caf(5  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or    DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAY'S 
ATTRACTIVE. 


RHEUMATISIVI. 

THE  "DROITWICH  CURE 

AT   HOME   BY  USING 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 

A 


Wholesale  only  of 
"ISTON&WESTALLLTD. 

EASTCHEARLONDOMl.^ 

ware  of  ImifaHonsiinsiston  tiavin?  \ 
flieGenuiaeDroit-wichBTineCRYSTAlS) 


Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&c.,  &c. 

OBTAINABLE  AT  AH  CHEMISTS. 


ROTHER  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Established  1872. 

Subscribers'  Tickets 
Day  Tickets     -  -  - 


10/- 

1/- 


Trout  licences  required  by  all  Anglers 
1/-  for  tbe  season. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 

Secretary, 
Mr.  THOMAS  DAWS, 

Soggs  House,  Ewhurst,  Sussex. 

This  fishing  is  -well  served  by  the  Kent 
and  East  Sussex  Railway  via  Roberts- 
■  ■  ■    ,  S.  E.  &  C.  D.  Railway. 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    work    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


RHODES' 

"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  <fcc.,  or 

1/3  post  free  from 
158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


IMPROVED  ROACH  PASTE. 

ALSO  FOR 

CARP,  TENCH,  &  BREAM. 

This  Improved  Paste  is  always  ready  for  tise, 
will  not  wash  off  the  Book,  and  is  a '  very 
attractive  Bait. 

nlhree  Colours:  PI  NK,WHITE,& YELLOW. 
3d.  &  6dl.  Tins. 

Obtainable  from  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers. 


Manufacturers ;  CLARKE  &  CO., 

30,  Gallowtree  Gate,  Leicester. 

3  Sample  Tins,  post  free.  Is. 


TO   BE  LET, 

LARGE  FISHERY 

n  river  and  brook.  Excellent  stock  of  Brook 
Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Grayling,  &c.  Many 
miles  long,  in  lieautiful  country  of  Upper 
Austria.  With  hatching-house  and  26  ponds. — 
Apply  to  B.  2007,  c/o  HaaSENSTBIN  &  VOOLER, 
Vienna  I,  .  , 


Cast  your  Eyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  lor  2s.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powerj 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  ManufaetUPSPS. 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT  7 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
00  IT  NOW. 


This  Insupance  Is  not  eonSned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passengep  Vehicle  Aeeldents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insdranoe  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  tlie  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  mora 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSCRANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


WASP  CAKE  FOR  FISHING 

Large  Packet,  is. ;  Double 
Quantity,  2s. 

Post  Free  from  ENOCH  JAMS,  Church 
Street,  Longton,  Stafis. 


TO  BE  LET  AT  MICHAELMAS. 

GOOD  PISHING 
{Two  Miles  on  River  Avoa). 

TROUT  AND  COARSE  FISH.  . 
H,  RadcUffe,  Burgate,  Fordingbridge. 
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ventrals  as  dark  or  darker  than  the  pectorals  they 
will  run  no  risks  of  being  punished  for  breaking  the 
law. 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Deajb  Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  14,  please  allow 
me  to  correct  an  error  he  has  made.  The  cast  I 
made  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  (1904)  wes 
forty-nine  yards,  not  forty-seven  yards  as  stated  by 
him.  I  used  on  that  occasion  an  eighteen  feet 
greenheart  rod,  weighing  forty-three  ounces,  and  I 
beat  Mr.  Hardy,  using  a  split-cane,  weighing 
fifty-two  ounces,  which  was  the  maximum  weight 
fixed  by  the  tournament  committee.  As  the 
method  of  scoring  at  the  British  tournaments  is 
the  aggregate  of  the  three  best  casts  made  in  the 
five  minutes'  allowance  for  casting,  I  won  by 
sixteen  yards  on  this  occasion. 

As  to  leaving  beaten  me  with  an  eighteen  feet  rod 
on  a  previous  occasion  that  is  quite  true,  but  then 
the  competition  was  held  on  grass,  and  I  had 
only  three  days'  notice  given  me  that  it  would  be 
held  on  grass  (I  believe  he  beat  me  somewhere 
from  twelve  to  eighteen  inches),  but  I  consider  I 
did  very  well  when  I  had  such  short  practice 
casting  on  grass,  which  is  a  totally  different  affair 
from  casting  on  water.  On  the  same  occasion  I 
beat  him  nine  feet  in  the  event  for  fourteen  feet  rods. 
The  single-handed  event  I  did  not  compete  in. 
'•  What  does  it  matter  if  the  barb  of  the  hook  is 
taken  off  for  casting  on  grass — one  can  let  the  hne 
drop  behind,  and  there  is  nothing  to  impede  the 
forward  movement,  whereas  in  casting  on  water,  if 
the  line  drops  on  the  water  behind,  the  forward  cast 
fails  in  nine  out  of  ten  cases. 

I  never  competed  in  a  single-handed  event  until 
the  Wimbledon  Tournament  (1896),  when  I  won  all 
the  events  open  to  all-comers,  including  the  single- 
handed  casting. 

Mr.  Hardy  says  he  has  cast  fifty-one  and  a  half 
yards.    So  have  T,  and  a  bit  more. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  be  glad  to  meet  Mr.  Hardy 
or  any  other  man  in  a  match  of  long-distance 
casting  (single  and  double-handed  rods),  greenheart 
versus  split-cane,  or  any  other  wood.  I  must  thank 
Mr.  Haxdy  for  his  kind  remarks  re  my  strength,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  if  my  rods  were  not  possessed  of 
the  necessary  power,  I.would  not  have  attained  the 
length  of  casts  I  have  done. 

M.V  single-handed  cast  of  thirty-four  yards  two 
feet  is  the  longest  cast  ever  made  in  a  British  tour- 
nament.- A  similar  rod  to  that  used  by  me  costs 
'25s.  to  30s.,  according  to  fittings  required.  Hoping 
I  have  not  trespassed  too  much  on  your  space, — 
Yours  truly,  John  Enbight. 


MARKED  TROUT  AT  BELL  WEIR,  EGHAJVI. 

Deab  Sir, — It  is  highly  probable  that  the  trout 
caught  by  Mr.  George  Edmonds  at  Bell  Weir  was 
one  of  those  turned  into  the  Thames  at  Henley 
Bridge  last  Christmas  by  the  Henley  Fisheries  Pre- 
servation Association.  I  might  go  a  step  further 
and  say  that  I  am  sure  of  it.  The  actual  lettering 
on  the  flattened  wire  is  H.F.P.A.OS,  but  on  some  of 
the  tablets  the  marking  is  imperfect,  and  much 
resembles  M.F.P.AGE. 

Another  small  trout  caught  some  months  ago  at 
Marlow  was  the  subject  of  a  similar  mistake,  but  as 
the  wire  was  removed  from  the  fish  and  sent  to  me 
I  could  with  certainty  identify  it. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Mr.  Edmonds  sent  a  note  to 
the  Press,  as  such  letters  help  to  give  us  valuable 
information.  A  widely  accepted  theory  with  a  large 
number  of  anglers  is  that  trout  always  work  up 
stream.  Experiments  carried  out  by  this  association 
point  to  the  conclusion  that  they  are  at  least  as 
likely  to  work  down  as  up.  I  and  other  anglers 
have  caught  trout  miles  upstream,  and  others  miles 
down  stream  from  the  point  «f  their  introduction 
to  the  river.  In  one  instance  the  trout  had  passed 
up  through  at  least  two  weirs  or  two  sets  of 
lock  sluices.  Mr.  Edmonds'  trout  has  evidently 
negotiated  ten  weirs  on  the  way  down  to  Egham. 
I  hope  Mr.  Edmonds  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
strengthening  the  passing  acquaintance  years  hence 
when  Salmo  fario  may  scale  as  many  pounds  as  he 
or  she  now  measures  in  inches. — Yours  truly, 

28,  Hart-street,  A.  Edw.\bd  Hobbs. 

Henley-on-Thames.  Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 


MARKED  KELTS. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  July  21,  Mr.  Mackay, 
of  Aberdeen,  is  said  to  have  marked  some  kelt 
finnock  with  silver  wire.  Synonyms  of  finnock  are, 
I  believe,  whitling  and  white  trout.  Now,  is  there 
such  a  thing  as  a  kelt  finnock  ?  I  have  always 
understood  that  these  fish  (a  stage  of  the  sea-trout) 
did  not  spawn.  Personally,  I  have  never  seen  them 
with  either  milt  or  roe,  and  I  have  caught  whitling 
in  different  waters  from  February  to  October. | 

In  the  spring,  when  they  are  returning  to  the  sea. 


they  are  just  as  fit  for  the  table  as  when  they  went 
up. 

Of  course,  on  their  second  journey  up  from  the 
sea,  as  sea-trout,  they  spawn,  but  as  whitling  or 
finnock  I  scarcely  think  they  do  ;  but  I  shall  be  glad 
to  hear  the  experience  of  others. — Yours  truly, 

PlLTOCK. 


BEND  OF  RODS. 

Deab  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Curvature" 
possesses  a  lively  imagination.  In  his  letter,  which 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  August  4,  he  refers 
to  two  photographs  you  have  printed,  and  writes  : 
"  One  sent  you  by  Messsrs.  Hardy  .  .  .  was  criticised 
by  a  correspondent,  '  Lens,'  as  a  '  faked  '  produc- 
tion." This  is  a  stupid  statement.  No  such  nasty 
suggestion  was  made  or  insinuated  in  the  criticism. 
The  photograph  is  defective  simply  because  it  fails 
to  reproduce  the  whole  of  the  rod  ;  the  fact  that  no 
attempt  has  been  made  to  add  the  missing  portion 
by  hand  work  proves  the  absence  of  "faking." — 
Yours  truly.  Lens. 


CASTING  INTO  THE  WIND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  describing  his  method  of  putting 
the  fly  into  the  wind,  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw  claims  the 
device  of  twisting  the  rod  so  that  the  reel  lies  in  a 
horizontal  instead  of  a  perpendicular  plane  as 
original.  I  do  not  know  where  I  learnt  it — I  cannot 
remember  being  shown  it,  but  I  have  undoubtedly 
practised  it  for  many  years.  I  remember  distinctly 
showing  it  to  a  friend  in  1887,  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  somewhere  in  his  writings 
describes  how  Mr.  G.  S.  Maryatt  showed  him  the 
same  device  in  the  early  days  of  his  fishing  on  the 
Test.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  the  device  in 
question  has  long  been  well  known  and  commonly 
practised  among  dry-fly  men. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Shaw  means  that  he  has  not  seen 
it  described  in  print.  I  confess  I  cannot  follow  his 
description,  and  should  like  to  see  him  do  what  he 
describes  before  admitting  that  it  is  a  new  inven- 
tion. In  fishing  the  side-cast  to  get  out  against  a 
wind,  the  reel  is  usually  held  horizontally,  and  a 
pull  given  when  fly  is  nearly  extended  which  often 
prevents  its  being  blown  back  on  the  collar. — Ed. J 


SNAPPING  CASTING  LINES. 

Deab  Sib, — On  a  late  occasion,  and  upon  many 
others,  I  have  been  disagreeably  induced  to  reflect 
upon  the  misfortune  of  well-intentioned  trout  firmly 
hooking  themselves  but  breaking  away  by  smashing 
an  apparently  fairly  strong  casting  line  as  if  it  had 
far  less  strength  than  rotten  sewing  cotton. 

With  a  view  to  reducing  the  possibility  of  such 
catastrophies,  I  essayed  to  invent  sundry  springs 
for  attachment  at  the  junction  of  a  reel  line  and 
casting  line,  but  I  cannot  say  I  ever  considered 
them  certainly  effective. 

I  imagine  such  accidents  occurred  rather  less 
frequently  perhaps  in  the  old  days  of  more  whippy 
rods  and  of  elastic,  hair,  or  composite  silk  and  hair 
reel  lines  than  of  the  more  modern  and  less  yielding 
varnished  silk  ones.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
mishap  is  always  due  to  the  rod  or  its  wielder,  or 
even  to  inferior  gut  casts,  for  if  this  were  always  the 
cause  I  do  not  see  how  a  mere  horsehair  cast,  so 
much  weaker  than  average  good  gut,  could  be  as 
safely  used  as  is  often  the  case.  E<'en  with  gut  of 
similar  strength  to  that  of  horsehair  I  should  think 
that  if  the  spring  of  most  trout  rods  had  full  play 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fly  a  sudden  snap  and  break 
would  rarely,  if  ever,  occur.  I  have  tried  casts 
drawn  stiifiy  through  the  hands  and  thought  them 
fairly  strong  before  being  used,  yet  not  long  after- 
wards they  have  been  broken  by  the  sudden  snap 
of  a  rising  fish,  which  often  did  not  seem  too  large 
to  have  made  a  useful  pike  bait,  and  this  some- 
times unaccompanied  by  any  very  noticeable  jerk, 
or  at  times  by  any  at  all  that  reached  one's  hand. 

In  these  circumstances  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
best  reason  attributable  for  the  misfortune  is  that 
the  direction  of  the  line  has  been  athwart  that  of 
the  rise,  and  owing  to  the  resistance  of  the  water 
itself,  particularly  when  much  hne  was  out,  this 
not  having  yielded  with  sufficient  rapidity  to 
prevent  the  sudden  impulse  of  the  snap  from  acting 
— in  the  same  way  as  if  the  line,  tightly  stretched, 
had  been  fastened  from  bank  to  bank  of  the  stream 
and  exposed  to  a  sudden  amount  of  force  that  must 
either  smash  the  tackle  or  the  hold,  vmless  these 
possessed  the  strength  of  small  rope. 

That  this  is  still,  however,  a  matter  open  to  some 
amount  of  varying  accident  as  to  the  full  exertion 
of  the  forces  employed  wDl  be  seen,  if  one  recollects 
the  case  of  fishing  with  the  now  illegal  otter,  in 
which  the  flies  were  always  presented  with  every 
chance  of  a  sudden  chuck  if  taken,  lying  as  they 
did  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  line,  and  in  this 
position  being  drawn  over  a  long  stretch  of  water. 
Yet  salmon  and  smaller  fish  were  often  hooked  and 


hauled  aboard  or  ashore  in  tug-of-war  fashion  with 
or  without  regard  to  breakages,  which  would  seern 
to  have  been  inevitable. 

If  some  elastic  attachment  could  be  devised  to  be 
placed  where  the  fly  link  adjoins  a  cast  without 
being  too  visible  probably  many  a  fly  and  many  a 
cast  or  fish  would  be  saved  to  the  angler. 

To  arrive  at  an  idea  of  that  something  might  well 
employ  the  brains  and  leisure  of  an  angler  so  happily 
situated  near  a  trout  stream  as  to  be  able  to  make 
frequent  useful  experiments. 

Such  an  attachment  should  be  capable  of  applica- 
tion to  ordinary  or  very  fine  trout  casts  without 
being  unreasonably  clumsy,  and  certainly  without 
lessening  their  strength. 

1.  Probably  one  of  the  most  simple  arrangements 
would  be  a  loop  or  slack  piece  of  the  gut  cast  caused 
by  attachment  of  a  shorter  length  of  elsistic — say, 
a  bit  of  india-rubber  cord  fastened  at  both  ends, 
which  would  take  the  first  strain,  having  sufficient 
power  to  effect  a  strike,  but  being  reinforced  by  the 
gut  when  a  steady  strain  succeeded  the  first  shock, 
and  before  the  breaking  point  of  the  rubber  should 
be  reached.  The  rubber  would  last  some  time,  and 
could  be  changed. 


2.  Another  plan  might  'be  to  employ  a  small, 
delicately  formed  non-rusting  spiral  wire  spring 
inserted  between  the  two  knots  undrawn  wliich 
pulled  together  form  the  fisherman's  knot,  these 
two  parts  of  it  being  so  made  as  to  play  freely  upon 
the  embraced  gut.  This  would  allow  of  a  sharp 
pluck  being  converted  into  a  regular  strain  in  a 
self-acting  way  most  suitable  for  tail  flie?. 

3.  Yet  another  plan  might  be  to  attach  a  narrow 
strand  of  india-rubber  between  the  link  of  a  dropper 
fly  and  the  cast,  so  as  to  form  the  shortest  side  of  a 
triangle,  thus — 


The  india-rubber  would  take  the  first  snap  in  this 
case,  but  the  pull  would  afterwards  be  taken  by  the 
tackle  in  the  usual  way. 

If  it  were  always  possible  to  fish  with  the  casting 
line  a  little  more  in  the  water,  thus  permitting  the 
action  of  the  spring  of  the  rod  to  soften  the  pluck, 
it  is  probable  that  breaks  of  the  kind  above  men- 
tioned would  happen  less  frequently,  and  then  only 
in  the  case  of  the  most  feeble  tackle. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

P.S. — In  the  case  of  Fig.  I,  the  extent  and 
character  of  the  fish's  motion  would  be  a  point 
for  consideration  in  estimating  the  size  of  the  loop. 

[I  fear  that  "  Ben wyan's  "  ingenious  suggestions 
would  be  considered  too  much  bother  by  ninety- 
nine  out  of  a  hundred  wet-fly  fishers — in  theory,  at 
any  rate,  the  flies  would  catch  in  the  V-shaped  loop. 
As  I  have  mwitioned  before,  that  veiy  jollj',  genial, 
and  keen  angler,  the  late  Dr.  John  Brunton,  told 
me  that  when  grayling  fishing  with  fine  gut  he  had 
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a  piece  of  ordinary  round  elastic  cord  (it  is  really 
square  elastic  with  a  silk  covering)  between  his  gut 
cast  and  liis  reel  line.  1  have  often  thought  this 
plan  might  be  used  in  other  kinds  of  fishing  with 
advantage.  But  I  hope  "Benwyan  "  will  try  it,  as 
well  as  his  own  suggestion,  and  tell  us  how  it 
answers.  Of  course,  one  does  have  a  cast 
snap  in  the  most  unaccountable  manner  occasion- 
ally. I  do  not  now  ever  use  the  old  dodge  of 
securing  droppers  to  cast  by  putting  double  knot 
on  end  of  the  dropper  length  and  pulling  knot 
between  the  opened  out  water  knot  on  the  cast,  as 
I  find  it  is  very  unsafe.  A  strong  attachment  of 
dropper  to  cast  is  made  by  putting  a  very  small 
loop  in  the  cast  just  big  enough  to  take  the  loop 
on  the  dropper ;  this  can  be  removed  when  you 
want  to  change  fly.  There  can  be  no  stronger 
attachment  than  two  loops,  but  the  loop  on  the  cast 
should  be  whipped  with  light  coloured  waxed  silk;  if 
simply  made  with  a  knot  in  the  strand  you  will  find 
you  have  introduced  a  weak  spot  into  the  cast.  A 
safe  attachment  is  a  loop  on  the  dropper,  then  the 
fly  passed  through  the  loop  ;  when  the  latter  is 
around  the  cast  it  can  be  fixed  above  a  knot,  and  a 
turn  or  two  of  waxed  silk  put  to  prevent  it  running 
up  the  strand  above  the  knot. — Ed.] 

AGE  OF  FISH  AND  THEIR  SCALES. 

Deab  Sir, — From  Mr.  Malloch's  very  intsresting 
letter  on  "  Salmon  Smolt  Marking  Experiments  "  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  9,  it  appears  that  it  is 
possible  to  judge  the  age  of  a  fish  from  its  scales. 
Your  readers  who  were  ignorant  (like  myself)  of  this 
very  interesting  fact  would,  I  am  sure,  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  see  your  way  to  giving  us  an 
article  with  sketches  showing  how  this  can  be  done. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  A. 

[Mr.  Malloch  is  making  very  interesting  experi- 
ments in  this  connection,  and  I  hope  that  some  day 
he  will  be  able  to  pubUsh  them.  Such  experiments 
with  fish  scales  for  ascertaining  the  age  of  fish  have 
been  made  by  other  ichthyologists  here  and  in 
Germany,  but  I  do  not  think  sufficient  evidence  has 
been  collected  to  cover  the  whole  life  of  a  fish. — Ed.  j 


WIRE  FOR  TRACES. 

Deab  Sib, — Having  noticed  yoiir  note  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  July  28  re  wire  traces,  we  have 
enclosed  you  some  samples,  also  one  of  our  Is.  traces 
(four  swivels,  2yd.  long,  on  reel).  The  wire,  the 
same  stoutness  as  these  traces  are  made  from, 
stands  a  strain  of  a  good  bit  over  20Ib.  We  have 
sent  a  great  quantity  to  India  for  mahseer,  and  lots 
of  our  customers  use  them  for  pike  and  salmon. 
The  wire  is  Id.  per  yard,  or  4s.  per  reel  of  150yd. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  Gillett  and  Son. 

40,  Fetter-lane. 

[Messrs.  Gillett's  2yd.  wire  trace  with  four 
swivels  at  Is.  is  good  value.  Wire  traces  should 
be  watched  for  rust,  and  discarded  if  there  are  signs 
of  corrosion. — ^Ed.J 


FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 

Deab  Sie, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  be 
kind  enough  to  give  me  any  particulars  relative  to 
fishing — kinds  to  be  foimd,  bait  and  tackle  required 
— in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ilfracombe  and  Morthoe 
in  middle  of  September  ?  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— Yours  truly,  H.  R.  Bond. 

[Mr.  Bond  should  get  a  copy  of  Mr.  Vernon's 
useful  little  guide  sold  by  Messrs.  Twiss,  of  Ilfra- 
combe— sixpence,  I  think  it  is. — Ed.] 


SEA-FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 
Deab  Sm, — In  reply  to  H.  V.  Stiles'  inquiry 
regarding  the  above,  I  should  advise  him  to  make 
Ramsey  his  headquarters,  as  there  is  excellent  sport 
to  be  had  there  in  the  month  of  August  amongst  the 
pollack,  conger  eel,  and  sea  carp,  which  are  to  be  had 
on  the  Scar,  a  bank  about  four  to  five  miles  out  from 
Ramsey. 

Personally,  1  have  always  found  the  best  time  to 
fish  for  the  sea  carp  is  in  the  slack  water,  between 
the  two  tides.  Tliree  years  ago,  fishing  on  this  bank 
(with  a  straight-pull  paternoster,  three  booms),  four 
rods  killed  over  one  hundred  bream  in  an  hour  and 
a  half.  Going  out  to  the  fishing  groimd  we  trolled 
for  mackerel,  some  of  which  we  used  for  bait,  and 
after  catching  a  hundred  we  stopped,  so  that  we 
could  set  more  sail  to  reach  the  fishing  ground  in 
time  to  catch  the  slack  water.  Besides  the  bream 
we  had  several  congers,  eight  or  nine  pollack,  four 
red  gurnard,  and  half  a  dozen  skate.  The  four 
largest  congers  averaged  201b.  apiece. 

The  pollack  fishing  off  Maughold  Head  is,  as  a 
rule,  very  good  in  August.  The  best  way  to  fish 
this  is  to  take  the  electric  car  from  Ramsey  to 
Ballajura ;  a  thxee-quarter  mile  walk  takes  one 
down  to  the  fisherman's  cottage  at  Port  Mooar, 
where  you  can  get  his  boat  and  his  services,  but  it  is 
always  advisable  to  arrange  with  liim  beforehand 


as  he  is  the  only  boatman  there.  With  regard  to 
bait,  it  is  as  well  to  take  a  good  supply  of  Hearder's 
(Plymouth)  red,  black,  and  white  rubber  eels,  with 
a  spinner  in  front,  but  a  bait  which  I  have  found 
very  successful  over  there  is  what  is  known  locally 
as  "  catlig,"  a  fish  about  4in.  long,  somewhat  resem- 
bling an  eel,  only  flat,  and  is  to  be  found  under  the 
rocks  (at  Port  Mooar)  in  the  pools  at  low  water. 
It  is  well  to  go  provided  with  a  piece  of  flannel  to 
lift  them  out  with,  as  besides  being  quick  in  their 
movements,  they  are  very  slippery.  Having  secured 
several,  the  flsh  is  stretched  on  a  board,  secured 
through  the  head  and  tail  by  two  pins ;  you  then 
split  it  down  the  centre  with  a  sharp  knife,  and  the 
backbone  is  extracted  ;  the  two  pieces  left  each 
make  a  bait.  The  head  end  is  then  tied  on  to  the 
sliank  of  the  hook  with  red  silk,  and  the  barb  of  the 
hook  put  through  the  bait  twice,  leaving  a  couple 
of  inclies  or  so  to  waggle  behind.  A  fine  steel  trace 
should  be  used.  The  beauty  of  the  "  catlig  "  bait 
is  that,  being  so  very  tough,  it  will  often  suffice  for 
eight  or  nine  pollack.  The  biggest  pollack  I  have 
seen  caught  there  was  just  over  19lb. 

The  lobworm,  to  be  got  in  the  sand,  and  the  white 
sand-worm,  to  be  got  in  the  black  sand  roimd  the 
rocks  (dead  low  water  being  the  best  time  to  dig 
for  them,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  well  to  go  pro- 
vided with  a  fork),  and  the  sand-eel  are  all  good 
baits,  the  latter  being  especially  good  for  pollack. 

There  are  also  whiting,  rock  cod,  red  and  blue 
gurnard,  congers,  and  flukes  to  be  had  fairly  close 
in  shore  in  Ramsey  Bay,  and  the  boats  there  are 
remarkably  cheap. — Yours  trral% 

Aethub  Norton. 


FISHING  FROM  COUNTY  BRIDGES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  some  parts  of  the  country  it  is  an 
understood  thing  that  anyone  may  fish  off  a  county 
bridge,  no  matter  how  strictly  the  river  flowing 
under  it  may  be  preserved. 

I  am  curious  lo  know  if  this  is  a  local  custom 
applying  to  certain  coimties  only,  or  if  it  is  a  public 
right  generally  recognised  everywhere.  Perhaps 
some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  be  able  to 
enlighten  me  on  the  matter,  and  much  oblige — 
Yours  truly.  Curious. 

[People  often  do  fish  from  bridges,  but  the  mere 
fact  that  you  are  fishing  from  a  puolic  bridge  gives 
you  no  right  to  do  so ;  the  bridge  is  only  for  foot 
and  other  traffic  Ed. J 


SEA-FISHING  AT  NORTH  BERWICK. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  any  correspondent  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  sea- 
fishing  to  be  had  at  North  Berwick  in  September 
from  pier  or  rocks  ?  and  oblige  yours  truly, 

M.  E.  Kebshaw. 


WHERE  MR.  GEEN'S  RODS  AND  TACKLE 
CAN  BE  OBTAINED. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  allow  us  to  say  that  the 
particular  bait  or  spinning  sand  eel,  or  worm  or 
pollack  natural  spin,  is  our  365  D.  If  you  refer  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11,  1904,  you  will  see  in 
Mr.  Geen's  articles  on  ".What  I  have  seen  while 
fishing,"  that  he  gives  a  sketch  of  the  bait,  and  says  : 
"Rubber  worms  are  undoubtedly  by  far  the  best  all 
round  bait.  The  red  rubber  is  more  generally  pre- 
ferred, but  towards  evening  and  on  dark  days  I  have 
found  white  more  killing,  while  on  very  bright  days 
black  will  sometimes  take  them  when  others  fail. 
The  photos  show  the  extreme  sizes  that  I  use.  Even 
the  smaller  is  larger  than  is  used,  or,  rather,  I  should 
say  is  used  in  many  places  where  I  have  visited.  It 
is  Hearder's  No.  3B5  D,  and  measures  lin.  in  circum- 
ference, and  6Jin.  in  length.  The  dimensions  of  the 
larger  one  are  IJin.  by  8|in."  These  baits  have 
been  copied  by  scores  of  people,  but  the  origina 
pattern  is  made  solely  by  us,  and  sold  wholesale  and 
retail,  and  can  be  had  direct  from  us  or  through  any 
tackle  dealer  anywhere.  We  make  thein  in  six 
sizes,  from  the  baby  size,  for  pollack  about  1  lb.,  to 
12in.  or  14in.  long,  and  IJin.  in  diameter,  for  pollack 
up  to  251b.  each.  We  may  say  that  these  baits  were 
well  knowii  long  before  Mr.  Geen  used  them.  Feeling 
sure  you  will  allow  us  to  make  thig  explanation.— 
We  remain,  yours  obediently, 

Heahdee  and  Son. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


ANGLERS'  TOPOGRAPHY. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  your  numerous  readers, 
through  the  medium  of  your  appreciated  columns, 
kindly  tell  me  if  any  work  is  published  giving  the 
counties  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  their  ^everal 
rivers,  lakes,  fishing  streams,  etc.,  arranged- alpha- 
betically, with  their  distances  from  the  nearest 
railway  stations,  stating  likewise  where  the  fishing 
is  free,  apart  from  properties  where  a  charge  is 
made,  and  in  these  latter  instances  specifying  the 
amount  of  the  fee  payable,  and  where  it  has  to  bo  paid? 
You  will,  I  think,  readUy  concur  with  me  that  such 


a  book  should  be  easily  accessible  to  every  angler, 
especially  the  amateur,  and  that  its  possession,  if 
published  at  a  popular  figure,  would  be  productive 
of  the  best  economical  results,  both  in  time  and 
money.— Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 

[There  is  no  book  giving  the  information  quite  in 
the  way  "Enquirer"  suggests,  but  he  seems  not  to 
be  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  "  Angler's  Diary 
and  Gazetteer"  of  fishing  places  in  the  United 
Kingdom  and  elsewhere,  which  has  been  published 
aimually  for  forty  years,  an  invaluable,  though,  of 
course,  not  infallible,  guide,  arranged  under  various 
headings,  including  the  names  of  fishing  places  in 
each  county  in  alphabetical  order,  also  names  of 
many  rivers  and  tributaries  with  stations  on  them. 
It  i?  edited  by  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  and  published 
by  Mr.  Horace  Cox  at  the  Field  office.  We  keep  it 
in  stock,  and  send  it  post  free  for  Is.  8d.  Then  for 
Scotland,  "  Enquirer,"  in  addition  to  the  work  just 
mentioned,  will  find  very  full  information  about  the 
fishings  of  Scotland  in  Watson  Lyall's  guide,  pub- 
lished monthly  from  May  to  October  in  each  year, 
an  admirable  work,  the  best  of  its  kind  in  existence. 
For  CO.  Donegal  a  charmingly  illustrated  guide,  with 
many  maps,  has  just  been  published  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Gate,  Hogarth  House,  Bouverie-street,  London.  It 
is  written  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole. — Ed.] 

RECORD  OF  FISH  TAKEN  ON  BARTON 

BROAD  IN  JULY,  1906. 
Deab  Sir, — The  enclosed  details  of  twenty-four 
days'  fishing  on  Barton  Broad  may  be  of  interest  to 
your  readers.    I  was  fishing  alone  most  of  the  time. 

I  believe  the  catch  of  tench  is  rather  out  of  the 
ordinary.  It  is  due,  I  fancy,  to  the  disappearance 
of  the  weed  in  which  the  fish  found  their  food.  Last 
year  the  broad  was  covered  with  it ;  this  season 
there  is  not  a  trace  of  it  left. — Yours  truly, 

Geo.  E.  Webster. 
The  following  are  the  particvtlars  : — 
Date     Daily  Catch         Best  Fish. 


lb. 

oz. 

lb. 

oz. 

July 

8* 

65 

4 

Tench 

2 

13 

>i 

9* 

53 

6 

Rudd 

1 

6 

Bream 

2 

9 

>> 

10* 

41 

11 

>> 

11 

29 

7 

5  tench,  each 

2 

0 

)  > 

12 

15 

1 

3  tench 

2 

12 

2 

4 

1 

12 

13 

20 

8 

3  tench 

2 

5 

2 

6 

2 

6 

1  bream 

2 

9 

14 

20 

2 

2  tench,  each 

2 

12 

1  bream 

2 

13 

>  > 

15 

22 

14 

1  bream 

2 

6 

16 

26 

0 

1  bream 

2 

4 

1  roach 

0 

13 

>» 

17 

26 

5 

1  tench 

3 

0 

1  bream 

2 

13 

J) 

18 

54 

10 

1  hybrid  (b.-r.' 

1 

15 

?  ■> 

19 

60 

1 

20 

40 

6 

21* 

71 

2 

1  eel 

2 

12 

j> 

1  bream 

2 

11 

>  y 

22* 

65 

5 

»> 

23* 

52 

6 

1  bream 

2 

11 

1  rudd 

1 

7 

24* 

12 

5 

)  > 

25 

16 

7 

26 

14 

10 

1  bream 

'2 

13 

)  > 

27 

53 

10 

)  7 

28 

^15 

14 

)» 

29 

21 

11 

1  jack 

3 

12 

j> 

30 

17 

7 

31 

S8 

4 

[The  asterisk  denotes  that  Mr.  F.  Napier  Sutton  was 
fishing  with  me.  The  total  weight  of  fish  caught  was 
8541b.  12oz.,  including  ninet>-four  tench.  Most  of 
the  fish  were  put  back  after  being  weighed. — ■ 
G.  E.  W.] 


A  FEW  QUESTIONS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  done  a  great  deal  of  bottom 
fishing  for  coarse  fish  in  the  River  Trent,  and  have 
fished  with  the  fly  for  grayling  in  the  Dove  with 
success.  On  Aug.  17  I  am  going  to  Otter  Ferry,  on 
Loch  Fyne,  opposite  to  Ardreshaig,  and  am  told 
there  is  good  fishing  there  for  the  common  brown 
trout,  and  sea-trout,  too.  Can  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  say  whether  this  is  correct,  also  give  a  few 
hints  on  fishing  for  sea-trout  which  would  be  useful 
to  a  novice  in  this  branch  of  the  art — what  bait  is 
mostly  used,  what  is  the  best  time,  and  what  fly  is 
likely  to  be  successful  in  taking  sea-trout  ?  Also  if 
you  could  suggest  a  few  flies  and  what  size  hooks 
thoy  should  be  dressed  on  for  the  common  browTi 
trout  that  are  likely  to  be  successful,  it  would  be 
much  appreciated  by — Yours  truly, 

E,  R.  PLtTMMEE.  , 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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SATURDAY,  AUGUST  18,  1906. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

State  of  the  River  Conway  Salmon  Angling. 

As  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  remember 
I  last  year  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  salmon 
angling  on  the  Conway  and  its  tributaries  is  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  said  if  something  is  not 
done  it  will  be,  as,  indeed,  it  is  already,  a  farce 
(or  worse)  to  issue  Hcences  to  anglers  and  take  their 
money  for  permission  to  fish  for  salmon  which  are 
not  there.  In  addition  to  poaching  ,and  over- 
netting,  I  am  sure  poisoning  from  the  filth  poured 
into  the  Conway  is  doing  immense  harm.  I  was 
informed  by  persons  who  know  that  salmon  running 
in  from  the  sea  were  often  turned  up  sickened  by 
the  filth  in  the  first  freshwater  pools  they  come  to 
and  that  the  keepers  had  saved  a  few  of  these  fish 
by  taking  them  quickly  to  pools  above  the  poisoned 
parts  Now  Mr.  Henry  D.  Brandreth,  who  preserves 
the  best  part  of  the  Lledr,  sends  me  a  copy  of  a 
^tter  which  he  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Conway 
here         Conservators,  of  which  I  give  a  reprint 

"  July  10,  1906. 
_  "  Dear  Mr.  Jones,— I  have  been  much  exercised 
m  my  mind  since  the  last  meeting  I  attended  at 
l^landudno  Junction  as  to  whether  I  should  con- 
tinue holding  the  position  of  Vice-Chairman  of  the 
Board,  Member  of  the  Watch  Committee,  and  also 
Kepresentative  of  the  Board  on  the  Western  Sea 
fisheries  Board,  and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  1  had  better  resign.  My  reasons  are  as  follows  • 
1  have  been  hoping  against  hope  that  I  could 
get  the  Board  to  do  something  definite  towards 
preserving  the  salmon  fishing  ;  not  only  preserving 
but  materially  bettering  it.  But  at  the  meetinK 
above  referred  to  I  find  such  a  decided  animus 
displayed  against  any  practical  suggestion,  that  I 
do  not  care  about  continuing  to  be  one  of  those 
^ho  fritter  away  the  public  money  in  useless  expen- 
diture.  To  define  more  clearly  what  I  mean,  is 
tnat  during  the  last  ten  years  we  have  been  receiving 
money  for  licences,  which  money  I  do  not  think 
has  been  used  in  the  manner  calculated  to  improve 
toe  river.    During  these  ten  years,  the  fishing  has 


gone  from  bad  to  worse,  and  there  is  no  possible 
accounting  for  it,  save  that  the  men  employed  by 
the  Board  do  nat  understand  their  business.  I 
would  not  question  their  sobriety,  honesty,  nor  good 
intentions,  but  to  expect  untrained  men  to  act  as 
bailiffs  and  river  watchers  is  expecting  rather  too 
much.    What  would  you  say  to  a  chemist  who 
employs  a  man,  who  has  an  exceedingly  good 
character,  but  has  never  had  any  experience  in  the 
dispensing  of  drugs,  and  this  man  was  put  in  a 
chemist's  shop  as  a  dispenser  ?    You  would  simply 
say  the  chemist  who  did  that  was  a  fool,  and  would 
have  to  abide  by  the  consequences.    Or  if  a  medical 
man  employs  as  an  assistant  a  man  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  disease  and  medicine.     You  may 
say  the  cases  are  not  parallel,  but,  indeed,  they  are  ! 
every  man  to  his  own  business,  and  if  the  river  is 
to  be  properly  preserved,  properly  qualified  men 
must  be  employed. 

"  At  the  meeting  held  on  May  9  at  Llandudno 
Junction,  to  investigate  this  matter,  Mr.  Davies 
reiterated  that  I  had  a  knife  into  the  river  watchers, 
simply  because  I  said  they  did  not  understand 
their  business,  but  then  he  showed  his  hand  clearly 
when  he  said,  '  Oh,  Mr.  Brandreth  wants  to  bring 
foreigners  into  the  country,'  and  the  meeting  ended 
in  practically  doing  nothing. 

"  The  Board  must  excuse  my  saying  that  the 
majority  of  the  Board  appear  to  be  absolutely 
incompetent  for  the  position  in  which  they 
have  been  placed  ;  do  they  know  anything  about 
the  habits  of  fish,  fishing,  river  watching,  etc.  ?  I 
think  that  if  it  is  properly  looked  into,  the  decadence 
of  salmon  fishing  all  over  the  country  can  be  traced 
from  the  time  when  the  County  Councils  first  had 
the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Conservators  for  the  various  fishery  districts. 

"At  the  meeting  already  referred  to,  Mr.  Davies 
asked  the  rather  pertinent  question,  '  Can  Mr. 
Brandreth  prove  that  poaching  is  going  on  ?  '  The 
proof  that  I  should  have  had  ought  to  have  come 
from  the  catching  of  poachers  by  the  river  watchers, 
but  the  only  taking  of  poachers  on  the  lower  water 
within  the  last  ten  years  was  done  by  the  policemen 
last  fall,  showing  that  it  was  going  on,  and  must 
have  been  going  on  for  some  time,  as  these  men 
were  well-known  poachers  ;  but  as  the  proof  of 
the  pudding  is  in  the  eating,  so  the  steady  decadence 
of  the  fishing  year  by  year  shows  that  there  is  some 
agency  at  work,  and  as  there  has  been  freedom 
from  disease  and  excellent  spawning  water  for  a 
number  of  years  back,  and  the  fish  grow  less  and 
less,  it  can  only  be  accounted  for  that  they  are 
illegally  taken  from  the  river. 

"I  shall  continue  as  a  member  of  the  board, 
which  position  I  am  entitled  to,  certainly  not  by 
appointment  of  the  County  Council,  but  from  my 
fishing  rights  on  the  Lledr  river  ;  and  will  attend 
such  meetings  as  I  deem  advisable.— I  remain,  yours 
truly,  "  Henry  D.  Brandreth. 

"  P.S.— I  expected  to  go  north  on  Wednesday, 
hence  I  am  unable  to  attend  the  board  meeting." 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  have  no  animus  against 
the  Conservators.  I  do  not  know  any  of  them 
except  Mr.  Brandreth,  but  I  do  think  it  is  time 
some  fresh  policy  was  adopted  with  regard  to  one  of 
the  loveliest  salmon  rivers  in  the  kingdom. 


ike  a  girl  with  her  hair  plastered  do^vn,  the  other 
like  one  With  a  breezy  fringe.  In  Miss  Molly 
Kead  8  flies  each  particular  fibre  seems  to  stand  on 
end  like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porpentine.  Her 
prices  are  moderate  :  Is.  6d.  per  dozen  for  trout 
Hies  on  gut  or  eyed  hooks,  sea-trout  flics  from  2s 
to  3s.  per  dozen.  The  trout  flies  on  gut  seem  to 
be  dressed  on  Messrs.  AUcock's  "  Parfait  "  hooks 
which  some  anglers  who  were  prejudiced  against 
them  at  first  are  now  taking  to,  as  thev  say  thev 
hook  well  and  hold  well.  I  confess  I  do  not  caro 
for  them,  especially  for  anything  above  small  trout 
ily  size. 


Roach  Fishing  on  the  Stour. 

Mr.  A.  Jones,  proprietor  of  the  Honest  Miller  Inn 
at  Brook,  on  the  Kentish  Stour,  two  miles  from 
Wye  and  five  miles  from  Ashford,  writes  :— 

"  Dear  Sir,— I  keep  your  paper  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers  calling  at  my  house,  and  shall  be  glad  to 
give  information  as  to  the  fishing— two  miles  of  free 
fishing— in  the  river  here.  Good  sport  with  roach 
is  to  be  had  ;  good  baskets  have  been  made  recently 
—one  angler  had  two  brace  weighing  1  lb  2oz 
1  lb.  lOoz.,  1  lb.  loz.,  1  lb.  6oz.  Our  stationmaster 
took  a  fine  roach,  but  I  did  not  hear  the  weight 
I  have  fished  a  good  many  rivers  in  England,  and 
never  had  better  roach  than  from  the  Stour.  Last 
December  I  sent  to  Rochester  eleven  roach,  the 
best  of  two  days'  fishing,  weight  161b." 

Hodder  and  Ribble  Patterns. 

Miss  Molly  Read,  of  40,  St.  Hubert-street,  Great 
Harwood,  Lancashire,  sends  me  some  samples  of  her 
sea-trout  flies,  which  are  very  popular  on  some  of 
the  Lancashire  streams.  Although  not  so  neatly 
tied  as  many  shop  patterns,  I  would  rather  fish  with 
these,  as  there  is  a  liveliness  about  the  wings  which 
is  more  taking  than  the  prim  and  perfect  wing 
which  looks  like  a  wet  camel's-hair  brush.    One  is 


The  Report  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society. 

From  the  new  Blue  Book  of  the  T.A  P  S  I  regret 
to  see  that  Mr.  H.  Whitmore  Higgins,  the  hon 
secretary,  feels  it  necessary  to  retire  from  the  hon 
secretaryship  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Mr.  Higgins 
has,  however,  kindly  consented  to  act  as  hon 
treasurer,  and  will  continue  to  take  that  great 
interest  m  the  society  which  he  has  shown  for  so 
long. 

Poor  Sport  out  of  Thames  Anglers. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that,  in  spite  of  their  vigorous 
angling,  the  committee  have  again  to  record  very 
poor  sport  or  support  from  Thames  anglers,  and  I 
am  not  at  all  surprised  to  see  the  suggestion  men- 
tioned that  a  small  payment  per  rod  to  provide 
tunds  for  preservation  and  restocking  would  in 
the  opinion  of  many  anglers,  ba  desirable'  I 
presume  that  in  order  to  do  this  it  would  be 
necessary  to  form  a  Fishery  District  for  the  Thames 
and  its  tributaries,  so  that  the  Board  might  have 
power  to  impose  fishing  licences.  This  plan  was 
suggested  by  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  quite 
twenty  years  ago,  I  should  think,  and  met  with 
great  opposition. 

What  is  the  Alternative  to  a  Rod  Licence  ? 

If  anglers  who  fish  the  Thames  will  not  subscribe 
towards  preserving  and  restocking  it,  and  are  able 
to  prevent  the  imposition  of  a  small  annual  licence 
what  do  they  suggest  ?  It  is  unlikely  that  we  shall 
get  a  succession  of  gentlemen  like  Mr.  Higt^ins  who 
will  give  so  much  time  and  labour  to  the  secretarial 
duties  gratuitously  as  he  has  done.    The  total 

'iioT^^t       ^""''^y  for  ^^^^  year  was  only  about 
tl80.    Of  this    sum  £102  Is.  was  derived  from 
direct  subscribers,  and  £60  16s.  7d.  was  obtained  in 
the  shape  of  donations  through  collecting  boxes 
smoking  concerts,  clubs,  and  friends,  and  £17  4s  7d' 
through   collecting   books.    The   gentlemen  who 
obtained  the  donations  deserve  the  thanks  of  all 
Thames  anglers,  as,  of  course,  do  the  officers  and 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.    But,  as  already  noted 
the  mainspring  of  the  society— its  hon.  secretary- 
will  cease  working  at  the  end  of  the  year.    Are  we 
likely  to  find  anyone  who  will  give  the  time  and 
trouble  he  has  done— if  not  there  must  be  a  paid 
secretary  to  do  the  work,  and  where  is  the  money 
to  come  from  ?    Every  penny  of  the  income  for 
last  year  was  paid  away  in  actual  expenses.  What 
do  Thames  anglers  suggest  ?    It  looks  as  if  most  of 
them  did  not  consider  the  fishing  was  worthy  the 
slightest  support  out  of  their  own  pockets— as  long 
as  others  will  pay  for  preservation  they  vnW  do 
the  fishing.    When  we  have  asked  some  of  these 
anglers  what  is  to  become  of  the  Thames  angling 
if  the  Thames  Angling  Society  dies,  some  say  the 
County  Council  will  take  it  up,  others  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board  is  the  proper  body  to  look  after 
the  fishing  interests,  and  others  say  they  find  sport 
IS  so  interfered  with  by  the  increasing  pleasure  and 
other  trafiac  that  it  doesn't  matter  what  comes  to 
the  angling.    It  would  be  a  great  pity  for  this 
society  to  be  obliged  to  dissolve  for  want  of  funds 
after  a  career  of  nearly  seventy  years,  and  anyone 
who  wishes  to  see  something  of  the  work  it  does 
in  restocking,  etc.— putting  tons  of  fine  fish  into 
the  river— should  see  the  Blue  Book. 

From  Holywell  Ferry. 

From  information  I  have  received,  it  appears 
that  Messrs.  Seyfang,  ptre  et  fits,  aided  and 
abetted  by  Major  Pine,  are  staying  at  Holywell 
Ferry,  on  the  Ouse,  for  the  fishing.  We  hear  that 
the  river  is  becoming  rapidly  depleted  by  these 
gentlemen,  so  much  so  that  there  is  a  distinctly 
hostile  feeling  spreading  amongst  the  natives,  who 
are  furiously  jealous.  We  are  told  that  one  huge 
chub  of  nearly  5lb.  was  annexed  by  the  Major, 
nnder  the  very  noses  of  some  infuriated  residents. 
Blood  is  expected  to  flow! 
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Chub  on  the  Fly  at  Pangboume. 

IMr.  R.  W.  Vernon  tells  me  he  has  been  having 
some  nice  sport  with  chub  up  to  and  over  31b.  on 
a  fly  made  by  himself — tail,  a  bit  of  wash-leather, 
gold  tinsel  body  and  heavy  red  hackle.  He  fishes 
from  a  light  skiff,  and  so  can  get  to  places  where 
the  pleasure  boats  do  not  trouble  the  fish  and  the 
angler  as  they  do  in  most  parts  of  the  Thames  in 
the  fine  season. 

Mr.  H.  Savile  Thomas. 

Having  occasion  to  write  to  him  recently  I  sent 
a  line  to  Mr.  Savile  Thomas  to  the  Crystal  Palace, 
where  for  some  years  he  had  been  Hon.  Curator  of 
the  Aquarium,  and  it  was  with  great  regret  that  I 
found  my  letter  returned  by  the  post-office  marked 
"  deceased."  The  last  time  I  heard  from  him  was 
in  January,  when  he  complained  of  weakness  of  the 
muscles.  "  I  had  not  heard  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
very  pleasant,  kind-hearted  man,  always  ready  to 
give  any  information  in  his  power,  and  very  keen 
on  all  matters  relating  to  fish  and  fishing.  He  had 
been  in  poor  health  for  some  years,  and  had  to 
winter  away  from  London. 

Pure  Buck  Tallow. 

Messrs.  R.  and  J.  Pullman,  Ltd.,  of  Westbrook 
Mills,  Godalming,  Surrey,  "vvrite  ;  — 

"  Dear  Sie, — We  are  sending  for  your  kind 
acceptance  a  small  tin  of  pure  buck  tallow,  of  which 
we  handle  a  great  many  tons  in  the  year,  and  with 
it  a  small  leather  rubber,  and  think  that  you  and 
other  fishermen  may  find  this  useful  for  dressing 
your  lines  ;  and  in  case  any  of  your  readers  should 
have  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  pure  buck  tallow, 
we  shall  be  happy  to  send  them  a  tin  of  the  same 
as  we  are  sending  you,  post  free,  on  receipt  of 
six  penny  stamps." 

Much  obliged  to  Messrs.  Pullman.  The  buck 
tallow  is  useful  for  fatting  lines  to  make  them  float, 
also  for  preventing  rod- joints  getting  stuck  and 
then  strained.  If  the  tallow  is  too  hard,  it  can  be 
melted  by  holding  it  over  a  lighted  match  for  a 
second  or  two.  Personally,  I  have  for  some  time 
used  "Gishurstine"  instead  of  deer's  fat  for  making 
my  line  float ;  it  is  not  so  heavy,  and  is  very 
efiective. 


A  Clever  Fish  Picture. 

No  angler  will,  I  think,  regret  taking  my  advice 
to  invest  in  a  copy  of  The  Studio  for  August  15, 
which  has,  among  many  other  illustrations,  a 
coloured  plate  after  a  painting,  called  "  Fish  and 
Small  Fry,"  by  Maurice  Detmold.  It  shows  a  jack 
which  has  dashed  at  a  shoal  of  small  fry,  and  has 
almost  secured  one,  if  his  jaws  can  close  before  the 
little  tail  slips  out — that  is  the  question.  The 
whole  action  is  lifelike.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


IN  THELEMAEKEN. 

Owing  principally,  no  doubt,  to  the  unusual 
character  of  the  weather,  the  angling  season  of  1906 
has  been  without  exception  the  very  worst  I  ever 
experienced  in  Thelemarken.    As  a  rule,  the  advent 
of  summer  in  the  higher  mountain  districts  is 
heralded  by  a  gradual  but  distinct  rise  in  the  air 
temperature  about  June  12  to  20,  when,  to  my 
thinking.  Nature  is  at  her  very  best  in  this  part 
of  Norway.    Then,  soon  afterwards,  there  comes  a 
period  of  more  or  less  broken,  thundery,  rainy 
weather,  during  which  the  trout  take  the  fly  ex- 
tremely well  ;  and  after  that  again,  things  may  be 
said  to  settle  down.    This  year  very  hot  weather 
was  experienced  as  early  as  the  middle  of  May, 
when  there  was  a  severe  thunderstorm,  torrents  of 
rain,  and  a  tremendously  high  flood,  which  had  the 
welcome  effect  of  washing  all  the  water  systems 
■  clear  of  logs.    The  heat  did  not,  however,  last 
beyond  the  third  week  in  June,  when  it  set  in  very 
cold  ;  on  June  30  we  had  heavy  snow,  which  fell 
in  big  flakes  for  at  least  a  couple  of  hours,  and 
next  morning  all  the  hills  were  white.    Up  to  the 
middle  of  July  snow  fell  at  intervals  on  the  higher 
fjelds,  and  although  effective  enough  from  the 
aesthetic  point  of  view  as  it  glittered  beneath  the 
rays  of  the  summer  sun,  it  was  by  no  means  encour- 
aging for  the  angler. 

I  have  always  looked  upon  the  last  week  in  June 
and  the  first  two  of  July  as  constituting  the  period 
during  which  the  bulk  of  the  season's  bag  should 
be  made,  but  in  that  time  this  year  I  had  not  more 


than  three  decent  days.  In  addition  to  the  pre- 
vaiUng  cold  (which  necessitated  fires  in  the  house 
every  evening),  there  were  days  when  it  blew  so 
hard  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  afloat  ;  days 
when  the  surface  of  the  lochs  was  unrippled  by  so 
much  as  a  catspaw,  and  days  when,  as  the  natives 
said,  "  the  fish  were  expecting  rain,"  and,  presum- 
ably for  that  reason,  would  look  at  nothing. 

Taking  them  all  round,  the  trout  in  the  lakes  and 
tarns  hereabouts  are  a  free-rising  generation,  and 
I  did  not  imagine  it  was  possible  for  them  to  be 
so  "  dour  "  as  they  have  shown  themselves  this 
year  ;  but,  in  addition  to  the  weather  conditions, 
there  were  local  reasons,  which,  in  my  case,  militated 
against  sport,  namely,  the  short-sighted  conduct  of 
the  natives.  My  quarters  are  situated  (about  2000ft. 
above  the  sea)  in  the  centre  of  a  mountainous 
region,  completely  covered  -with  forest  up  to  nearly 
3000ft.,  amid  which  there  are  lakes  and  tarns 
innumerable — a  more  beautiful  view  than  that 
commanded  from  the  window  at  which  I  write  these 
lines  would  be  hard  to  find  even  in  picturesque 
Norway.    About  half  a  mile  below  the  house  lies  a 
lake  some  five  miles  in  circumference,  into  which 
by  devious  routes  converge  the  waters  from  an 
immense  tract  of  country,  and  which  is  simply 
perfect  for  the  propagation  of  trout  and  for  fly 
fishing.    Its  bottom  is  covered  with  a  thick  deposit 
of  peaty  loam,  in  which  insects  and  water-plants 
flourish  amazingly  ;  all  round  it,  between  the  water 
and  the  pine  forest,  there  is  a  broad  belt  of  similar 
soil  (flooded  in  spring),  covered  with  bog  myrtle  and 
coarse  grass  ;  and  at  least  two-thirds  of  its  area 
are  of  a  depth  eminently  adapted  for  fly-fishing. 
This  loch  has  also  a  fine  spawning  tributary  up 
which  the  trout  run  in  autumn  ;  but  as  at  a  distance 
of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  their  further  progress 
is  stopped  by  a  fall,  it  follows  that  for  a  very 
appreciable  length  of  time  practically  the  whole  of 
the  fish  in  the  loch  are  huddled  together  in  this 
short  reach.    For  a  period  of  five  years  netting 
was  by  mutual  consent  of  the  owners  prohibited 
here  in  September,  and  in  spite  of  "  ottering  "  and 
netting  during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  I 
had  excellent  sport  with  the  rod  on  this  as  well  as  on 
the  other  lochs  which  converge  into  it.    Three  years 
ago  this  period  of  protection  came  to  an  end,  and 
now  the  unfortunate  fish  are  scooped  out  by  the 
barrelful  when  they  ascend  the  river  to  spawn.  As 
already  remarked,  the  weather  this  season  has  been 
distinctly  unfavourable,  but  the  effects  of  this 
wholesale  slaughter  are  plainly  evident.    In  former 
times,  up  to  two  years  ago,  I  had  many  days 
during  the  season  when  I  could  without  difficulty 
kill  from  fifty  to  100  nice  fish  ;  on  no  single  day 
this  year,  even  when  the  weather  and  other  con- 
ditions were  clearly  favourable  and   the  trout 
showed  themselves  inclined  to  take,  did  I  ever  get 
more  than  forty. 

Other  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood  have  been 
similarly  treated,  and  have  suffered  accordingly  ; 
one  especially,  situated  some  four  miles  up  the 
river,  on  which  I  could  always  under  ordinary 
weather  conditions  capture  seven  or  eight  dozen 
in  a  day,  seems  practically  ruined,  as  I  only  suc- 
ceeded once  this  season  in  getting  as  many  as  five 
and  twenty  trout  on  it,  and  these  were  considerably 
below  the  average  which  used  to  hold  good. 

On  a  third  sheet  of  water  I  found  the  fish  rising 
uncommonly  short,  and  inquiry  showed  that  last 
year  it  had  been  severely  "  ottered  "  by  the  tem- 
porary inhabitants  of  the  Saeters,  several  of  which 
are  in  its  neighbourhood. 

Under  the  combined  influences  of  "  ottering  " 
and  netting  a  fourth  loch  has,  I  find,  completely 
altered  in  the  character  of  its  inhabitants.  Up  to 
three  years  ago  one  could  always  get  from  two  to 
four  dozen  trout,  averaging  about  fib.,  casting 
from  the  shore  under  considerable  disadvantages. 
This  season  I  was  able  for  the  first  time  to  fish  it 
from  a  boat,  and  in  a  longish  day  got  only  two 
fish  of  about  21b.  apiece,  and  rose  some  half  dozen 
others  all  quite  as  big  as  if  not  bigger  than  those 
caught.  The  man  who  rowed  me,  the  oAvner  of  the 
loch,  told  me  that  there  were  now  nothing  but  big 
ones  in  it,  and  that  neither  with  the  net  nor  the 
"  otter  "  did  he  ever  get  anything  else.  There  were 
but  few  of  them,  however,  he  said. 

I  may  add  that  this  loch  differs  in  character  from 
most  of  the  others  in  this  district,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  but  little  peat  and  moorland  on  its  shores,  its 
bed  being  composed  for  the  most  part  of  rock,  with 
innumerable  little  bare  islets  and  headlands,  and 
deep  water  between. 
With  some  interest  I  visited  one  day  a  small  tarn 


into  which  three  years  ago  some  fingerlings  were 
turned.    It  is  simply  a  hole  some  500  yards  in 
circumference,  filled  with  dark  brown  water,  in 
which  lie  snags  innumerable,  and  it  must  be  fed  from 
springs  at  the  bottom,  as  it  has  no  in  or  out  flowing 
burn.    It  cannot,  of  course,  be  netted,  and  the 
presence  of  an  abundance  of  water-lilies  and  other 
plants  prevents  "ottering."  Fortunately, there  hap- 
pened to^be  a  strong  breeze  from  the  north — -its  only 
exposed  side — the  first  day  I  went  there,  and  while 
putting  my  gear  together  I  was  glad  to  observe  a 
good  many  rises.    In  the  course  of  a  couple  of 
hours  I  got  eleven  of  the  fingerlings,  but  they 
weighed  from  Jib.  to  Hlb.  each,  and  gave  excellent 
sport.    In  addition  I  lost  a  good  many  others,  not 
through  their  rising  short  or  badly,  but  owing  to 
the  abominable  snags.    One  fish  that  rose  to  the 
natural  fly  beyond  my  re&.ch  must  have  been  little, 
if  at  all,  short  of  31b.,  and  doubtless  the  little  lochan 
contains  others  quite  as  big.    I  tried  it  again  a 
month  later,  at  the  end  of  July,  but  with  the  excep- 
tion of  an  ungetatable  portion  in  the  centre,  it 
was  completely  covered  over  with  water-lilies  in  full 
bloom.    The  fish  were  evidently  satiated  with 
insect  food,  for  very  few  were  showing,  and  with 
the  exercise  of  an  immense  amount  of  patience — a 
water-lily  leaf  was  hooked  at  every  other  throw — 
and  by  using  only  one  fly,  I  got  out  three  fish,  all 
about  a  pound  apiece,  and  as  fat  as  pigs.  When 
the  fingerlings  were  placed  in  this  tarn,  some  were 
also  put  in  another  about  half  a  mile  away,  but 
this  year  there  was  not  a  sign  of  their  existence  ; 
the  water  was  too  shallow,  and  had  frozen  to  the 
bottom  in  winter. 

Much  has  already  been  done  in  Norway  in  the 
way  of  introducing  various  kinds  of  fish  into 
previously  uninhabited  waters,  but  much.-,  more 
remains  to  be  done,  and  it  is  very  greatly  to-be 
regretted  that  the  peasants  in  so  many  parts  of  the 
country  are  so  blind  to  their  own  interests  as  to 
persist  in  the  insane  practice '  of  killing  the  fish 
wholesale  on  the  spawning  beds.  I  have,  of  course, 
talked  to  these  worthy  souls  times  without  number 
on  the  subject,  but  although,  as  a  rule,  they  quite 
agree  in  the  truth  of  what  I  say,  and  express  willing- 
ness to  act  in  accordance  with  my  suggestions,  they 
somehow  relapse  into  their  old  evil  ways  after  a 
brief  period  of  abstention  therefrom.  Towards  the 
end  of  July  the  weather  became  extremely  hot  with 
a  good  deal  of  thunder,  and  it  became  more  and 
more  difficult  to  make  even  a  very  modest  basket  ; 
the  season  was  to  all  intents  and  purposes  over. 

The  prolonged  drought,  which  began  about  May 
20,  and  has  lasted  with  but  slight  interruption  until 
now  (Aug.  5),  has  caused  great  shortness  in  the  hay 
crop  of  these  mountain  districts  ;  but  there  is  every 
likelihood  of  the  present  being  an  excellent  shooting 
year,  all  the  coveys  I  have  seen,  whether  of  caper- 
caillie,  black  game,  or  ryper,  being  large,  and  the 
young  birds  very  forward  and  strong  on  the  wing. 

RUQDE. 


A  GOOD  DAY'S  SPOKT  ON  LOCH 
COIN  AG,  EOSS-SHIEE. 

The  weather  was  hot  and  sultry,  and  having 
received  permission  from  Captain  Cuthbert,  the 
genial  factor  on  the  estate  of  Ardross,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Perrins,  of  the  firm  of  Lea  and  Perrins,  to  have 
a  day's  angling  on  Loch  Coinag,  my  friend  and  I 
deemed  it  best  to  travel  early  and  fish  in  the  cool 
of  the  evening. 

We  boarded  the  Highland  through  mail,  at 
Beauly,  at  6  a.m.  of  the  clock,  and  were  set 
down  at  the  busy  Uttle  station  of  Alness  punctually 
at  7  a. in.,  where  we  found  our  Jehu  awaiting 
us  with  a  low-set  trap,  to  which  was  yoked  a  pony 
of  the  shaggy  Highland  type,  whose  hide  seemed 
insensible  to  the  smartest  "lashes  of  the  whip,  and 
whose  ears  were  apparently  closed  to  all  vocular 
ejaculations  of  anger  or  coaxing.  We  had  fourteen 
long  miles  to  cover  ere  we  were  set  down  at  the 
house  of  the  gamekeeper,  some  two  miles  fiom  the 
loch,  and  our  watches  told  us  the  time  occupied  in 
covering  the  distance  was  three  and  a  half  hours. 
As  we  jogged  along  on  the  beautiful  July  morning 
there  was  ample  time  to  look  around  and  admire 
the  beautiful  scenery  through  which  we  passed, 
and  though  little  has  been  written  about  this  part 
of  the  Highlands,  there  are  not  many  spots  in  the 
North  to  compare  with  it  for  wild  grandeur  and 
rugged  boldness.  Every  turn  of  the  road  opened 
up  before  us  fresh  scenes  in  almost  bewildering 
variety.  _„  „  .   
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Our  route  for  the  first  eight  miles  hugged  the 
rocky  defiles  of  the  right  bank  of  the  River  Alness, 
on  the  other  side  of  which  stretched  the  beautiful 
plantations  of  the  Laird  of  Novar.  Much  had  been 
done  by  successive  proprietors  to  enhance  the 
already  almost  marvellous  beauty  of  the  Ardross 
Estate,  and  as  we  crawled  along  through  glades  of 
many-hued  trees  and  budding  shrubberies,  we  caught 
a  ghmpse  of  the  Castle,  just  below  the  home  farm, 
and  immediately  after  passing  the  church  dedicated 
to  the  people  by  Mr.  Perrins,  in  token  of  the  recovery 
of  Mrs.  Perrins  from  a  severe  illness. 

Our  ascent  was  gradual,  and  as  we  drove  along 
through  the  Club  farm  of  Strathrusdale  with  the 
peaks  of  Wyvis  and  Gildermorie  rising  majestically 
on  our  left,  the  air  felt  strong  and  invigorating. 
Soon  all  signs  of  cultivation  ceased,  and  for  fully 
five  miles  we  went  through  a  very  bleak  part, 
whose  stillness  was  only  broke  by  the  shrill  cry  of 
the  curlew  or  the  startled  shriek  of  the  grouse,  as 
with  their  httle  broods  they  flew  for  safety  from 
their  sunny  sand-baths  by  the  roadside.  But  the 
longest  journey  on  earth  comes  to  an  end,  and  after 
the  pony  was  made  comfortable  and  justice  done 
to  an  ample  table  spread  by  Mrs.  McKenzie,  the 
genial  wife  of  the  gamekeeper,  we  made  our  way 
to  the  loch.  Our  course  lay  by  way  of  a  new 
bridle-path,  and  as  we  made  the  steep  winding 
ascent,  following  the  somewhat  (to  our  taste)  hasty 
footsteps  of  the  gamekeeper,  first  coats  and  after- 
wards vests  were  discarded  in  quick  succession, 
for  a  July  midday  sun  beat  down  upon  us  with 
relentless  fuiy.  At  12.30  we  came  in  sight  of 
the  loch,  raising  many  mountain  hares,  and 
several  sniall  but  healthy  coveys  of  grouse  en  route. 

The  cairn  from  which  the  loch  derives  its  name 
seems  to  rise  sheer  out  of  its  western  shore,  spreading 
into  three  sharp  peaks,  of  which  the  highest  is 
some  2800ft.  above  sea-level. 

The  shores  of  the  loch  are  studded  with  ample 
indications  of  a  largo  prospective  crop  of  wild 
strawberries,  and  as  we  reached  the  well-appointed 
boat-house  a  small  flock  of  deer,  startled  by  our 
approach,  sped  away  into  the  forest  of  Gildermorie, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Shoolbred,  whose  forest  hugs  the 
south  shore  of  the  loch.  The  loch  was  as  calm  as  a 
mirror,  the  surface  broken  only  by  the  rising  trout, 
who  were  clearly  in  a  hungry  mood.  To  get  the 
rods  together  and  bring  out  the  boat  seemed  but 
the  work  of  a  moment,  and  the  slight  breeze  that 
we  longed  for  as  only  an  angler  can,  began  to  show 
first  in  small  spots  here  and  there,  gradually  spread- 
ing out,  till  the  whole  loch  became  enveloped. 
Ere  we  had  rowed  twenty  yards  my  tail  fly  (a 
March  Brown)  was  greedily  absorbed,  and  in  a 
trice  a  beautiful  6oz.  trout  lay  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.  Soon  my  friend  had  a  companion  of  about 
the  same  weight  to  keep  him  company,  and  in  the 
first  hour  we  had  secured  twenty-one  very  nice 
trout.  The  breeze  had  now  increased,  and  there 
was  plenty  of  it  to  carry  the  boat  across  slowly, 
and  ever  and  anon  the  reels  sung  merrily.  At 
4  p.m.  we  lunched  in  the  boat-house  with  appetites 
becoming  the  occasion,  the  flask  by  no  means  being 
relegated  to  a  back  seat.  Whenever  the  fish  took 
it  into  their  heads  to  leave  off  taking  for  a  time 
my  friend  produced  the  flask,  and  declares  it  had  a 
magical  effect  upon  our  luck.  From  start  to  finish 
the  sport  was  delightful,  and  when  at  8  p.m.  we 
reeled  in  and  coimted  the  basket  there  were  ten 
dozen  nice  trout  spread  out  by  the  loch  side,  which, 
when  we  reached  the  Lodge  and  weighed  in,  scaled 
241b.  8oz.  There  were  about  a  score  or  thirty 
small  gentlemen,  but  the  great  bulk  were  sym- 
metrical beauties  of  from  4oz.  to  Soz.^  which  was 
the  weight  of  the  heaviest. 

At  10.30  p.m.  we  yoked  the  pony,  who,  as  if  to 
add  to  the  pleasure  of  the  morning,  knocked  quite 
half-an-hour  off  his  morning  record,  reaching 
Alness  about  L30  a.m.,  and  here  we  put  up  for 
the  night. 

There  were  no  incidents  by  the  way,  if  we 
except  the  occasional  nodding  of  one  or  other  of 
the  occupants  of  the  trap,  in  spite  of  the  imminent 
risk  of  reaching  the  roadway  in  most  ungraceful 
fashion,  while  in  passing  the  pheasant  coops  near 
by  Ardross  Castle  a  marauding  cat  was  observed 
stealing  away,  as  if  his  intentions  were  as  harmless 
as  our  own.  ^ 


LOUGH  KEEL,  ACHILL. 


British  Grasses. — The  Country  Press,  of  Ball- 
street,  Kensington,  have  published  twelve  cards  for 
one  shilling,  depicting  twenty-three  species  of 
British  grasses,  popularly  and  botanically  named, 
showing  magnified  fructification,  and  giving  the 
tune  of  flowering. 


AcHiLL  offers  a  variety  of  sport  to  the  tourist. 
There  is  very  good  coast  fishing,  yielding  pollack, 
mackerel,  and  other  sea  spoil.    It  abounds  in  seals 
and  wildfowl.    The  drive  across  the  island  affords 
glimpses  of  moors  and  heather-clad  hills  and  slopes. 
Rivulets  like  silver  belts  catch  the  eye,  which 
spring  from  the  passing  shower.  Weed-fringed 
lakes,  probably  virgin,  as  far  as  angling  is  con- 
cerned, suggest  the  need  of  a  collapsible  boat.  On 
nearing  the  coast  the  boat-shaped  island  presents 
unsurpassed  phases  of  magnificent  cUff  scenery, 
which  are  unrivalled  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Slievemore,  2217ft.   above  the  sea-level,  is  the 
highest  point  of  a  single  chain  that  extends  for  a 
distance  of  five  miles  along  the  coast.    The  pro- 
jection at  one  point  overhangs  the  sea  at  an  angle 
of  60  degs.,  and  a  stone  dropped  from  the  summit 
travels  2000ft.  before  it  touches  the  water.  The 
view  from  this  place  is  superb,  and  on  a  clear  day 
the  coast  of  Donegal  can  be  seen.    Keel  Lough  is 
close  to  the  Cathedral  cliffs— the  most  imposing  of 
all  in  their  marvellous  structure.    Standing  out 
from  the  line  of  Menawn,  of  which  they  form  a  part, 
the  tide,  accelerated  by  the  force  of  the  storms 
which  sweep  inward  from  the  Atlantic,  has  tunnelled 
them  into  cloistered  aisles,  and  given  them  the 
appearance  of  the  cathedral,  from  which  their  name 
is  derived.    The  stream  flowing  from  the  lake 
enters  the  sea  close  to  this  spot.    When  the  lough 
is  high  the  white  trout  have  no  difficulty  in  finding 
their  way  into  it,  but  like  most  white  trout  lakes 
a  dry  season  materially  affects  the  angler's  chances 
of  sport.    There  is  a  good  supply  of  brown  trout, 
averaging  about  fib.    The  heavier  fish  are  taken 
early  in  the  season— July  and  August  are  the  best 
months  for  the  white  species.    The  lake  is  fed  by 
three  mountain  streams,  and,  rain  being  the  rule, 
rather  than  the  exception,  there  is  generally  enough 
water  to  keep  the  lough  stocked.    Prior  to  our 
visit,  fine  weather  had  prevailed  for  over  a  fortnight, 
but  despite  this  Keel  had  maintained  its  average 
height.    Mr.  John  Sheridan  and  his  brother,  the 
proprietors  of  the  two  hotels  on  the  island,  hold 
the  angling  rights,  and  have  a  boat  and  man  at  the 
disposal  of  their  visitors.    A  nominal  charge  is 
made  for  the  privilege  of  anghng. 

We  started  for  the  lough  on  a  hot  August  day, 
but  barometric  changes  are  so  frequent  on  the  West 
Coast  that  we  felt  we  might  risk  it.  During  the 
morning  the  water  remained  as  smooth  as  glass, 
and  fine  tackle  and  small  flies  had  to  be  mounted 
The  rod  in  the  bows  drew  the  flrst  blood,  opening 
the  proceedings  in  a  tussle  with  the  white  trout  ; 
a  second  followed,  so  that  within  the  first  hour  we 
proved  beyond  dispute  that  the  fish  were  running 
A  rough-bodied  Olive  fly  and  an  Orange  Grouse 
seemed  to  be  the  favourites.  The  boatman  was 
thoroughly  famihar  with  the  places  and  conditions 
under  which  the  best  sport  could  be  obtained. 
Dookilnella-Toolis  townland,  a  portion  of  the 
lough,  has  established  a  reputation  for  holding  big 
fish.  Here  the  water  is  deeply  fringed  with  reeds, 
and  forms  a  contrast  to  the  heather  and  stony 
beach,  which  is  the  more  general  characteristic 
One  rarely  finds  these  big  fish  when  one  goes  in 
search  of  them.  The  stories  of  five  and  six-pounders 
belong  more  to  the  region  of  fancy  than  to  fact  • 
they  constitute  the  poetry  of  the  gentle  craft,  and  the 
usual  hcence  extended  to  the  bard  must  be  con- 
ceded. Perhaps  the  necessities  of  the  case  demand 
It,  on  the  principle  that  the  traditions  of  the  glorious 
past  have  often  to  do  duty  for  the  failures  of  the 
present.  With  some  such  reflections  we  left  Dookil- 
nella-Toolis, and  tried  Dookihiella-Calvey  water 
Here  I  found  my  first  brown  trout,  followed  by  a 
second  close  on  lib.  The  fish  played  remarkably 
well,  burrowmg  deeply,  and  refusing  to  show  them- 
selves until  they  were  exhausted.  Up  to  luncheon 
half  a  dozen,  two  of  which  were  white  trout,  com- 
prised the  basket. 

Li  the  afternoon  the  shadows  of  Slievemore  and 
Croughan  veiled  the  lake,  and  improved  the  con- 
ditions. The  breeze  still  came  fitfully,  coming  in 
httle  puffs,  which  stole  over  the  water  from  some 
distant  point.  We  literally  pursued  them,  and 
fished  while  they  lasted.  They  seemed  to  be  brewed 
somewhere  up  the  mountains  ;  then,  on  a  sudden, 
they  would  swoop  down  upon  the  lake  and  skip 
across  it,  breaking  it  into  merry  ripples,  which 
died  away  almost  as  quickly  as  they  came  The 
singular  part  was  that  one  never  knew  which 
direction  these  puffs  of  wind  would  come  from 
It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  they  veered  round  from 


point  to  point  until  they  fairly  boxed  the  compass. 
The  best  fish  of  the  day  made  his  appearance  during 
one  of  those  unpromising  intervals.    I  was  casting 
in  a  very  mechanical  fashion,  and  more  interested 
in  the  gillie's  description  of  the  seal-caves,  with 
pools  of  deepest  emerald  green,  and  rare  marine 
plants,  than  in  the  fishing.    I  did  not  even  see  the 
fish  rise,  but  on  lifting  my  flies  from  the  water,  the 
OHve  Grouse  was  arrested,  a  hubbub  followed,  and 
the  next  moment  the  fish  struck  out  for  the  middle 
of  the  lough.    He  pau.sed  none  too  soon,  for  the 
winch  was  nearly  depleted  of  line  ;  then  he  sprang 
out  of  the  water,  displaying  the  proportions  of  a 
fine  white  trout.    A  quick  bowing  of  the  top,  less 
for  politeness'  sake  than  for  safety's,  was  the 
answering  movement  of  the  rod  to  this  lordly  spring. 
The  line  went  tight  again,  and  I  recovered  what  I 
could  of  it.    One  generally  knows  when  a  fish  is 
well  hooked,  and  profits  by  it  in  applying  a  pressure 
which  does  not  encourage  another  long  run.  Firm 
hooking  does  not  spell  victory,  but  it  warrants 
a  bolder  pohcy  on  the  part  of  the  rod.    In  this  case 
it  proved  effectual.     Further  movements  on  the 
part  of  my  quarry  consisted  in  excursions  round 
the  boat,  each  of  which  was  marked  by  a  waning 
energy  until  the  end  came.    This  fish  scaled  2Alb. 
good  weight. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Sheridan,  he  reports 
that  last  season's  fishing  on  Keel  was  very  good, 
his  son  taking  four  dozen  in  one  day,  and  Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Featherstone,  of  Whitney,  taking 
fiifty-four  between  them. 

Achill  still  possesses  the  golden  eagle,  which  may 
be  seen  poising  in  mid-air,  high  above  the  peaks  of 
Slievemore,  and  wild  goats  are  found  among  the 

OWNWEE. 


SHOOTING,  FISHING,  AND  YACHT- 
ING ON  THE  MEDWAY. 


"  Old  man,  did  you  ever  shoot  a  curlew  ?  " 
This  question  was  asked  of  me  by  a  very  dear 
old  friend  and  keen  sportsman — now,  alas  !  gone 
for  ever. 

"  Yes,  scores,"  replied  I. 

"  Scores,"  said  he,  "  well,  old  man,  if  I  did  not 
know  you,  I  could  not  beUeve  you.  Why,  I  never 
shot  but  one  in  all  my  life,  and  that  was  only  wing- 
tipped,  and  gave  me  such  a  chivy  to  catch  it— I 
and  the  bird  were  both  exhausted  at  the  same  time, 
so  I  had  really  to  fall  on  it  to  get  it.  It  could  run 
as  fast  as  I  could.  That  was  at  Lynn,  in  Norfolk  ; 
there  are  plenty  there,  but  you  cannot  get  near 
them.  How  on  earth  did  you  manage  to  shoot 
scores  of  them  ?    Did  you  have  a  big  punt  gun  ?  " 

"  No.  I  had  only  my  old  ten-bore  Baker,  and 
once  managed  to  get  three  at  one  shot,  out  of  five 
passing  me,  and  missed  the  other  two  with  the 
second  barrel,  but  perhaps  I  had  better  tell  you  how 
I  get  within  shot  of  them.  If  I  cannot  find  a  good 
place  to  hide  myself  out  of  their  sight  in  their  usual 
track  to  and  from  their  feeding  grounds,  I  get  a 
hurdle  if  I  can,  and  fill  it  up  between  the  rails  with 
crab  weed,  or  anything  I  can  find  that  \nll  do. 
Then,  if  any  are  passing  too  wide  of  me,  out  of  shot, 
I  call  '  Curlew  '  by  whistling  with  my  fingers  and 
mouth,  as  loud  as  I  can,  and  then  directly  after  a 
softer  and  lower  call.  This  generally  has  the  effect 
of  turning  them  towards  me.  Then  I  give  another 
low  call  in  imitation  of  the  old  birds  while  feeding, 
keeping  well  down  out  of  their  sight  till  they  are 
passmg  me.  Then  I  quickly  give  them  the  right 
and  left  charges  of  No.  5  and  No.  4  shot,  aiming 
well  in  front  of  them.  If  the  aim  is  correct,  and 
the  game  not  too  far  away,  I  have  that  fine  thrill  or 
satisfactory  feeling  which  comes  to  all  keen  and 
ardent  sportsmen  on  seeing  his  game  tumble  over 
with  a  thud.  They  are  hea\-y  birds  ;  some  consider 
them  excellent  eating,  but  it  depends  a  great  deal 
upon  what  food  they  have  lately  been  li\'ing  on. 
Colonel  Hawker,  in  his  excellent  book  on  wild- 
fowUng,  says,  '  A  curlew  be  she  white  or  black, 
carries  twelve  pense  on  her  back.'  " 

I  once  invited  a  young  friend  and  embryo  sports- 
man to  accompany  me  on  one  of  my  outings  in  a 
yacht  on  the  Ri%-er  Medway.  The  first  day  was  very 
wet  and  uncomfortable,  and  we  had  to  content  our- 
selves with  draught  playing  in  the  cabin.  It  cleared 
up  after  a  bit  later  and  tempted  us  out,  but  soon 
recommenced.  Thinking  perhaps  it  would  soon 
clear  up  we  kept  out,  and  both  got  wet  through  to 
the  skin,  and  had  to  strip  ourselves  and  dry  our 
clothes  at  as  large  a  fire  as  we  could  make  in  our 
little  stove.    My  young  friend  began  to  look  glum, 
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and  said  we  should  have  to  return  without  any 
birds,  and  he  had  hoped  so  much  to  get  a  curlew 
or  two,  as  he  had  never  seen  one  close  to  him. 
Next  day  it  cleared  up  nicely.  I  rigged  him  up  a 
hurdle  as  a  screen,  and  fixed  up  one  for  myself 
about  a  hundred  yards  away  in  what  I  knew  to  be 
about  the  track  of  passing  wildfowl,  telhng  him  as 
I  left  to  be  sure  and  not  shoot  when  the  birds  were 
coming  to  him,  but  to  wait  till  they  were  passing. 
We  had  not  been  long  waiting  before  I  saw  five 
coming  straight  to  him,  but,  like  most  young  be- 
ginners, he  could  not  wait,  and  fired  both  barrels  at 
them  before  they  were  within  shot  of  him,  and,  of 
course,  drove  them  all  back.  I,  however,  began 
calling  "  Curlew  !  "  as  loud  as  I  could,  and  this 
induced  them  to  return  and  come  nearly  straight  to 
me.  Then  I  gave  them  another  low  call,  and  just 
as  they  were  passing  within  forty  yards  of  me,  I 
dropped  the  three  above  spoken  of.  The  other  two 
twisted  about  and  made  off  in  a  hurry,  so  that  I 
missed  with  the  second  barrel.  My  young  friend 
came  running  up,  all  excitement,  with  a  "Well  done, 
old  man,  that  was  a  clean  shot.  Now  we  shall  not 
have  to  go  back  without  a  bird  or  two.  Let  me 
have  the  pleasure  of  picking  them  up."  They  were 
all  stone  dead,  and  lying  on  the  clean  dry  grass. 
Too  often  they  fall  into  the  soft  mud,  which  spoils 
their  appearance.  These  three  were  fine  heavy 
fellows,  with  immensely  large  and  long  bills,  7in. 
to  7|^in.  long.  I  have  shot  many  with  smaller  and 
shorter  bills. 

The  old  wildfowlers  declare  there -are  two  sorts. 
Howard  Saunders,  that  highly  learned  ornithologist 
in  his  book  on  British  birds,  says,  "The  hen  is  the 
lirgest  and  has  the  longest  bill."  Probably  the  old 
wildfowlers  have  been  confounded  by  the  size  of  the 
hen  and  length  of  her  bill. 

With  my  next  turn  we  had  much  better  sport. 
The  weather  was  delightful,  and  there  was  nearly  a 
full  moon.  We  had  already  placed  our  yacht  up  a 
snug  creek  out  of  the  way  of  all  craft,  and  had 
enjoyed  our  tea. 

"  George,  what  do  you  say  to  a  run  up  the 
creek  with  the  punt— the  tide  is  just  right,  and  I 
think  I  can  call  up  a  curlew  or  two  within  shot  if 
we  well  conceal  ourselves  ?    Will  you  go,  Tom  ?  " 

"No,"  says  Tom,  "  I'll  stop  here  and  fish  and 
look  after  this  boy,  Fred,  while  you  are  gone  ;  but  I 
don't  think  you  will  get  a  curlew." 

"  Come  on,  George,"  said  I,  "  by  the  time  we 
get  there  it  will  be  quite  dark  enough." 
j   After  a  good  long  pull  up  the  creek,  we  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  a  narrower  creek,  and  hkely-looking 

l^i"  -t'll  stop  here,  George  ;  you  go  a  little  higher 
up  with  the  punt,  and  conceal  yourself  as  well  as 
you  can.    I  will  call  you  if  I  want  you,"  said  I. 

I  sat  down  in  a  snug  little  place  under  some  long 
crab  weed— out  of  the  light  of  the  moon,  rubber 
thigh  boots  on,  my  feet  in  the  water,  the  tide 
slowly  creeping  up  higher  and  higher,  which  made 
me  shift  up  a  bit  ;  a  lovely  August  night,  not  a 
sound  to  be  heard  except  the  distant  barking  of  a 
dog. 

l:'resently  I  heard  the  shrill  call  of  a  curlew,  and 
I  answered  it  by  a  loud  whistle  with  my  fingers. 
He  called  again  in  a  lower  tone,  looking  intently  in 
the  direction  the  call  came  from.  I  saw  him  coming 
up  the  creek.  When  opposite  me,  I  aimed  about 
two  feet  in  front  of  him,  and  then  listened  for  the 
splash  in  the  water  (for  the  shooter  cannot  well 
see  the  effect  of  his  shot  at  night,  for  the  flash  of 
fire  which  half  blinds  him  for  the  moment).  He 
fell  directly  to  the  shot,  and  began  drifting  up  the 
cr-^ek  with  the  tide. 

"  George,  come  round,  quick  !  " 

"  Coming,  sir,"  was  his  reply  ;  then  up  came 
George  with  the  punt. 

"  Pull  higher  up,  George  ;  he  has  drifted  up  the 
creek." 

"  All  right,  sir,  I've  got  him  ;  it's  a  fine  heavy 
curlew." 

"  Yes  ;  put  his  feathers  straight  and  lay  him  on 
the  seat  and  get  back  as  quickly  as  you  can." 

He  had  hardly  got  settled  in  his  place  before  I 
heard  the  call  of  another  curlew  in  the  same  direc- 
tion as  the  other.  I  answered  him  ;  up  he  came, 
thinking  it  the  call  of  one  of  his  own  tribe.  Just 
as  he  was  passing  I  gave  him  a  charge  of  No.  4 
shot,  and  down  he  came  with  a  splash  exactly  as 
the  first.  This  kept  on  till  I  had  had  eight  shots, 
and  got  eight  curlews  down.  It  was  getting  late, 
the  tide  was  getting  low,  and  I  was  just  thinking  of 
leaving,  when  I  fancied  I  saw  on  the  mud  on  the 
opposite  side  what  I  took  to  be  a  duck  ;  it  did  not 


move.  I  put  up  the  gun  and  pointed  at  it,  but 
could  not  see  distinctly  enough  to  be  sure  that  my 
aim  was  right,  so  did  not  shoot.  Again  I  took  aim 
as  well  as  I  could,  fired,  and  immediately  heard  the 
flap-flap-flap  of  its  wings  on  the  mud. 

"  Come  round,  George,  quick  !  I  think  I  have 
a  duck  down." 

George  hurried  round.  I  called  out  for  him  to 
pull  over  to  the  other  side  and  look  on  the  mud  ; 
flap-flap-flap  again,  which  led  him  to  the  bird. 

"  All  right,  sir  ;  I've  got  him,  it's  another  curlew, 
with  both  legs  broken  high  up  in  his  thighs." 

He  was  alive,  and  had  the  use  of  both  wings,  and 
would  have  flown  if  he  had  not  been  on  the  soft 
mud — I  had  aimed  much  too  low. 

"  Now  pull  over,  George,  and  we  will  be  getting 
back  ;  it  must  be  late." 

When  we  arrived  at  the  yacht  a  nice  bright  fire 
and  a  bright  lamp  half  dazzled  our  eyes.  Supper 
was  already  nicely  laid  out  on  a  clean  white  cloth, 
and  made  us  all  cheerful.  As  the  punt  touched 
the  yacht,  Tom's  head  popped  up  out  of  the 
cabin. 

"  Now  where  are  your  curlews,"  said  he  ;  "  you 
have  had  shooting  enough  to  get  half  a  dozen." 

I  had  put  George  up  to  it  to  surprise  them,  so  I 
said,  "  Show  him  the  curlew."  George  handed  him 
one,  they  could  not  see  what  was  in  the  punt  as 
it  was  in  the  shade  of  the  yacht. 

"  Come  and  look  here,  Fred  ;  here  is  a  fine 
curlew,"  said  Tom. 

After  they  had  admired  it  enough,  I  signalled  to 
George  to  give  them  another,  and  then,  of  course, 
there  was  another  surprise,  then  a  third,  and  then 
a  fourth,  till  he  had  handed  in  the  whole  nine. 
Of  course,  they  were  quite  as  delighted  as  we 
were. 

"  Now,  where  are  your  fish  ?  See  if  you  can 
surprise  us  as  we  have  you." 

Up  came  a  pail  half  full  of  live  marsh  crabs — 
they  had  not  caught  a  single  fish.  The  crabs  were 
so  numerous  that  they  devoured  the  baits  before 
the  fish  had  a  chance  for  a  look  in.  We  were  more 
fortunate  with  the  fish  next  day.  We  sailed  up  a 
wide  creek  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
when  the  tide  went  out  the  fish  remained  behind 
on  the  mud  and  (as  we  put  it)  waited  for  the  tide 
to  come  in  again.  We  picked  up  just  ninety  fine 
plaice,  got  a  pailful  of  shrimps  out  of  the  gut  of  the 
creek,  and  were  up  nearly  all  night  boiling  and  eating 
them.  Most  of  the  fish  we  gave  to  George,  our  boat- 
man. Altogether  we  had  thirteen  curlews,  besides 
a  lot  of  waders,  such  as  lapwing  plover,  grey  (or 
silver)  plover,  redshanks,  etc.  When  we  got  to 
Strood  railway  station,  and  were  waiting  for  the 
train,  some  army  officers  came  up  to  us  and  asked 
how  we  got  all  those  curlews. 

"  Oh,  shot  them,"  we  answered. 

"  But  not  with  those  small  guns,  did  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  we  said. 

"  Well,"  said  one  of  them,  "  we  often  go  down 
the  river  with  a  big  punt  gun,  and  think  ourselves 
lucky  if  we  get  two  or  three." 

Just  here,  let  me  explain  to  young  sportsmen  how 
we  afterwards  found  it  best  to  manage  these  sea 
birds.  Do  not  keep  them  in  your  yacht,  but  put 
them  on  the  bare  ground  in  the  coolest  and  shadiest 
place  to  be  found.  Then  cover  them  over  well  with 
crab  weed  or  grass.  When  stiff  take  out  their 
entrails,  fill  in  its  place  with  dry  grass  or  sea  worm- 
wood, and  then  put  them  back  till  you  leave. 
"  Spoils  the  look  of  them,"  you  say.  Yes,  it  does, 
but  it  is  better  than  allowing  them  to  spoil.  Per- 
haps a  good  plan  would  be  to  sew  up  the  hole  with 
needle  and  thread  to  cover  the  grass,  or,  better  still, 
if  you  are  near  a  railway  station,  to  send  them  to 
your  friends. 

Sportsmen  are  generally  as  fond  of  fishing  as 
shooting.  The  coming  and  going  of  these  wildfowl 
on  the  mud  flats  does  not  last  long,  only  an  hour 
or  two  with  each  tide,  so  that  there  is  plenty  of 
time  between  to  enjoy  oneself  by  fishing.  We 
found  it  a  good  plan  to  take  the  punt  on  the  shallows, 
one  behind  to  push  her  along,  and  another  in  front 
with  his  bared  arms  feeling  for  dabs  and  plaice. 
When  you  feel  one  keep  your  hand  on  it,  then  put  the 
other  hand  under  it  and  throw  it  into  the  punt 
behind  you.  If  there  are  any  fish  about  (much  too 
often  there  is  not),  enough  may  be  caught  to  make 
a  nice  fry  for  the  whole  party.  If  you  are  fond  of 
eels,  make  a  bunch  of  lugworms  by  threading  them 
on  worsted  or  fine  string.  Place  a  weight  of  lead 
below  to  sink  it,  and  then,  with  a  part  of  your 
fishing  rod,  dab  for  them  as  the  tide  ia  coming  in. 

E.  P. 


CONCEENING    "CUBES"   AS  A 
BAIT  FOE  STILL  WATEES. 


Bread-ceust,  or,  in  anglers'  parlance,  cubes, 
although  far  more  popular  as  a  bait  than  it  was  a 
few  years  since,  is  still  little  more  than  a  name  to 
the  ordinary  angler ;  and  far  less  does  he  under- 
stand its  preparation  and  the  most  effective 
methods  of  using  it.  However,  there  are  many 
swims  in  the  Lea  (and  other  similar  quiet  and  still 
waters)  where,  when  properly  used,  it  proves  the 
most  deadly  of  all  lures. 

Recipes  without  number  have  from  time  to  time 
been  advanced  and  strongly  recommended  by  their 
various  advocates  as  being  "  the  way  "  by  which 
bread-crust  should  be  prepared  for  the  hook ;  but, 
in  my  opinion,  these  methods  are  all  to  a  great 
extent  useless,  as  well  as  being,  in  many  cases, 
very  deleterious  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  crust 
for  angling  purposes. 

One  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  failure  of  this 
bait  is  using  crust  that  is  unsuitable.  Therefore, 
I  will  first  give  a  few  hints  on  this  point. 

When  obtainable  I  have  not  the  slightest  hesi- 
tation in  plumping  for  the  crust  of  good  "  Vienna  " 
bread,  for  not  only  is  the  crust  of  this  bread  usually 
baked  to  just  the  tint  of  "light-golden-brown" 
required,  but,  by  reason  of  the  splendid  quality  of 
the  flour  used  in  its  manufacture,  it  is  firmer 
than  that  of  ordinary  bread,  which  causes  the 
particles  of  flour  to  cling  together  much  more 
closely ;  hence  the  crust  is  tougher  and  will  remain 
considerably  longer  on  the  hook.  As,  however, 
this  high-class  bread  is  unobtainable  in  many 
districts,  a  substitute  must  be  found,  and  this  can 
best  be  had  from  one  of  those  oblong  loaves  that  are 
baked  in  a  tin,  popularly  known  as  "  tin  loaves." 
If  one  cannot  get  either  of  these  one  must  fall 
back  upon  whatever  crust  is  handy. 

Next,  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  crust  for  the 
hook.  This  is  most  simple :  the  only  preparation 
needed  being  to  cut  the  crust  (dry)  into  small 
cubes  or  oblongs — for  at  t'mes  the  fish  appear  to 
prefer  the  latter  shape  if  put  on  only  by  one  corner 
on  a  very  small  hook. 

I  find  the  following  plan  by  far  the  best  and 
quickest  for  neatly  cutting  up  the  crust — -that  is, 
first,  with  an  extremely  thin  and  sharp  knife  pare  oflt 
that  portion  of  the  crust  from  the  loaf  that  one 
considers  best  for  one's  purpose.  This  slice  of  crust 
should  be  carefully  selected  and  have  no  hollows  in 
it,  and  when  pared  off  the  loaf  it  should  not  exceed 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  Lay  this  slice  of 
crust  on  a  flat  surface  (preferably  a  bread  platter), 
and  cut  it  into  strips  slightly  under  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  wide ;  then  divide  up  the  strips  thus 
obtained  into  cubes  or  oblongs  as  required.  When 
thus  cut  the  cubes  should  be  a  nice  "  light-golden- 
brown  "  on  one  side  and  white  on  the  other,  and 
are  best  kept  in  a  clean  japanned  gentle  box  and 
excluded  from  the  air  as  much  as  possible,  so  that 
they  neither  turn  damp,  crisp,  nor  brittle.  If 
thus  kept  they  are  handy  when  wanted,  and  cannot 
get  crushed,  dirty,  and  spoilt. 

The  exact  size  of  the  cubes  used  must  be 
determined  by  circumstances,  the  size  of  hook 
employed,  etc,  but  generally  I  prefer  them  not 
larger  than  a  pea — but,  of  course,  rectangular.  It 
must  always  be  remembered  that  even  the  smallest 
portion  of  crust  when  immersed  will  swell  to  a  fair 
size,  and  therefore  your  bait  being  put  on  dry  will 
greatly  increase  in  bulk  after  it  has  been  in 
the  water  a  few  seconds.  The  half-inch  cubes  I 
have  seen  used  by  some  anglers  are  practically 
useless  in  still  waters. 

The  fact  that  by  this  method  the  crust  is  kept 
in  its  normal  condition  imtil  the  moment  it  enters 
the  water  on  the  hook  gives  it  great  advantages 
over  crust  that  has  been  previously  wetted  ;  for,  in 
hot  weather,  wet  or  damp  bread  quickly  turns 
sour ;  while  in  winter  I  have  known  wet  cubes 
freeze  together,  and  in  either  case  they  are 
useless. 

The  loaf  from  which  the  crust  is  taken  should 
not  be  more  than  two  days  old — in  fact,  the  newer 
it  is  the  better,  so  long  as  it  has  had  time  to  get 
cold.  Hard  stale  crust  is  apt  to  blunt  or  break 
the  hook,  especially  if  the  hook  is,  as  it  should 
be,  fine  in  the  wire ;  and,  moreover,  stale  crust  is 
also  very  brittle  and  liable  to  crumble. 

Tackle. — For  this  style  of  fishing  none  but  the 
finest  tackle  is  permissible.  A  line  constructed  aa 
follows  will  be  found  the  most  useful: — Cast 
(length  as  required)  of  5x  or  6z  blue  drawn  gut ; 
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hook,  a  No.  12  long-shanked  "Crystal,"  or  a 
No.  14  similar  pattern  for  use  in  summer  or  when 
the  water  is  extremely  clear.  The  hook  should  be 
to  exactly  similar  gut  to  that  of  the  cast,  which 
should  be  of  equal  thickness  throughout,  so  as  not 
to  swamp  the  tiny  float.  The  smallest  float 
possible  should  be  used  in  these  practically  stagnant 
waters;  one  carrying  only  one  "dust"  shot  (which 
should  be  15in.  from  the  hook)  is  best.  An  18ft. 
roach-pole  will  be  found  the  most  convenient  form 
of  rod  to  use  with  this  tackle,  and,  of  course,  no 
running  line. 

To  man^  anglers  this  tackle  will  appear  peculiar 
and  extremely  light,  but  I  can  assure  them  it  is 
best  for  this  particular  style  of  fishing  and  the 
waters  for  which  it  is  recommended. 

Method  of  Fishing. — Having  the  rod  and  line  all 
in  readiness,  quietly  take  your  seat  well  back  from 
the  edge  of  the  water,  plumb  the  swim  carefully 
80  as  to  find  its  exact  depth,  then  arrange  the  float 
BO  that  the  bait  will  be  about  an  inch  off  the 
bottom,  and  do  not  have  more  than  2ft.  of  silk 
line  between  the  top  of  the  rod  and  the  float ; 
a  longer  piece  will  most  likely  swamp  it. 

Now  bait  with  a  single  cube.  There  is  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  it  is  best  to  put 
the  point  of  the  hook  into  the  crust  or  crumb  side 
of  the  cube  first;  personally,  I  adopt  the  latter 
method,  pressing  the  crust  towards  the  point  of 
the  hook  until  I  can  just  feel  it,  making  sure  it 
comes  through,  otherwise  many  fish  will  be  missed. 
If  this  plan  does  not  succeed  I  reverse  matters, 
and  try  with  the  crust  next  the  shank.  Sometimes 
the  fish  will  take  it  best  one  way  and  sometimes 
the  other. 

Having  baited,  joint  up  your  roach-pole,  and 
gently  swing  the  line  out  over  the  water  so  that  it 
falls  on  the  surface  well  extended  in  a  direct  line 
with  the  rod.  This  will  cause  the  bait  to  cover  a 
greater  width  of  the  river  while  sinking  (as  it  will, 
towards  you)  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  lightness  of  the  tackle  and 
the  buoyancy  of  the  cube,  taking  as  it  does  a 
few  seconds  before  it  becomes  thoroughly  saturated, 
the  bait  sinks  slowly  and  naturally,  and  it  will  be 
some  perceptible  time  before  the  float  "cocks" 
(especially  if  one  be  fishing  in  7ft.  to  9ft.  of  water, 
instead  of  the  usual  4ft.  or  5ft.),  but  if  the  line  is 
well  extended  when  it  falls  on  the  water  and  one 
watches  one's  float  carefully,  the  slightest  touch 
will  be  easily  discernible.  Many  fish  are  taken 
while  the  bait  is  thus  in  mid- water,  and,  just  before 
dusk,  sometimes  when  it  is  only  a  few  inches 
below  the  surface. 

Ground-bait  and  Ground-baiting. — The  ordinary 
bread  and  bran  ground-bait,  mixed  up  with  plenty 
of  bran  so  that  it  does  not  form  a  solid  mass,  will 
scatter  and  sink  slowly,  is  best  used  with  cubes. 

With  respect  to  groimd- baiting,  as  soon  as  one 
has  all  in  working  order,  two  or"three  handfuls  of 
this  loose  ground-bait  should  be  scattered  over  the 
surface  for  about  a  yard  around  where  one  intends 
to  fish.  If  there  be  any  stream  (at  times  in  these 
still  waters  there  is  a  slight  stream,  and  this  is  an 
advantage)  squeeze  the  ground-bait  lightly  together 
and  cast  it  in  slightly  above  one's  swim  so  that  it 
will  reach  the  bottom  at  the  lower  end  of  it.  At 
all  times  use  great  judgment  when  groimd- baiting. 
After  five  or  ten  minutes  throw  in  another  half- 
handful,  and  so  on,  giving  the  swim  a  little  every 
five  or  ten  minutes  while  fishing — but,  mind  1 
only  a  small  quantity  each  time ;  little  and  often. 
Be  sure  and  keep  sufficient  ground-bait  for  the 
evening's  fishing,  for,  as  a  rule,  especially  in 
summer  and  autumn,  it  is  then  the  fish  feed 
best. 

Bites. — One  peculiarity  of  this  style  of  fishing 
with  cubes  is  the  strong  pulls  one  gets.  These  are 
partly  due  to  the  extreme  lightness  of  the  float  and 
tackle  and  to  the  softness  of  the  swollen  crust, 
which  latter  does  not  allow  the  fish  to  feel  the 
hook  immediately  they  seize  the  bait,  as  do  some 
other  lures. 

Many  a  time  have  I  heard  experts  utter  an 
exclamation  of  surprise  on  seeing  my  float  descend 
well  below  the  surface,  in  tow  of  a  goodly  roach, 
before  I  struck.  They,  of  course,  were  in  the  habit 
of  striking  at  the  slightest  sign  of  a  bite.  I  also 
mostly  strike  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  there  are 
occasions  when  there  is  practically  no  need  to 
strike,  for  then  the  fish  have  the  soft  bait  well  within 
their  mouths,  and  as  they  swim  off  with  it  the 
already  nearly  taut  line  further  tightens  and  they 
practically  hook  themselves.  For  this  reason,  and 
owing  to  tbe  small  hooks  used,  always  have  a 


disgorger  ready ;  and  use  it,  for  this  will  greatly 
preserve  the  fine  gut  near  the  hook. 

This  brings  me  to  a  most  important  little  matter, 
that  is — 

How  to  Strike. — With  such  extremely  fine  tackle 
only  the  most  delicate  stroke  is  allowable  ;  other- 
wise your  line  will  most  likely  part,  and  not  only 
will  you  lose  that  particular  fish,  but  also  drive  the 
others  off  feed,  and  perhaps  spoil  a  whole  evening's 
sport. 

There  are  few  points  that  so  clearly  distinguish 
the  beginner  from  the  expert  as  does  their  method 
of  hooking  a  fish.  Always  keep  the  line  between 
the  float  and  rod-point  well  extended,  not  tight, 
or  it  will  then  draw  the  very  light  tackle  to  the 
side;  but  just  have  the  "strike"  extended  so  that 
there  is  no  slack  line  to  recover  when  striking. 

When  swimming  the  float  with  crust  as  bait  in 
these  still  waters,  on  a  fish  taking  it,  the  float 
is  almost  sure  to  give  a  decided  dip.  As  soon 
as  this  occurs  tighten  on  the  fish — that  is,  strike 
extremely  lightly,  or,  in  other  words,  just  tighten 
the  line  sufiiciently  to  cause  the  hook  to  take  hold, 
then  bring  the  fish  towards  you  as  quickly  as 
possible,  allowing  him  no  slack  and  (if  possible) 
no  play,  and  try  and  land  him  just  as  quickly  as 
possible.  A  steady  pull  will  send  the  hook  home 
far  better  than  hard  striking,  and  yet  how  many 
anglers  overlook  this  fact !  Quietly  and  quickly 
landing  the  fish  without,  or  with  only  a  very  little, 
play  will  greatly  enhance  one's  sport. 

So  as  to  cause  no  unnecessary  disturbance,  I 
would  advise  anglers,  when  possible,  to  avoid  using 
a  landing-net.  If  small,  a  fish  should  be  swung 
along  with  its  nose  just  out  of  the  water  until  you 
can  lift  it  up  on  the  bank.  On  no  account 
attempt  to  take  hold  of  a  fish  while  in  the  water : 
if  you  do  it  is  almost  certain  it  will  give  an  extra 
kick  and  escape.  When  fishing  from  a  high  bank 
or  like  place,  or  when  playing  a  large  fish,  a  net, 
of  course,  must  be  used. 

Remember,  if  you  hold  a.  fish  with  its  mouth 
(nose)  just  out  of,  and  its  gills,  etc.,  in,  the  water  it 
will  give  very  little  trouble.  This  is  specially 
applicable  to  bream,  and  owing  to  their  wide  and 
awkward  shape  they  are  very  easily  bandied  thus, 
if  one  can  only  get  them  to  the  surface. 

During  last  season  (1905-6)  I  took  many  roach 
over  |lb.,  several  of  1  lb.  and  over,  and  one  turning 
the  scale  at  1  lb.  4oz.,  all  while  fishing  in  the  Lea 
with  crust  as  bait  in  the  manner  described. 

W.  N.  J.  M. 


TKOUT  TEIUMPHANT. 


In  some  respects  anglers  are  entitled  to  the 
sympathy  of  their  fellow  men.  A  member  of  the 
angling  fraternity  may  be  a  person  of  well-known 
probity  and  veracity,  but  whenever  he  relates,  for 
the  edification  of  his  friends,  the  story  of  a  fine 
catch  of  goodly  trout  or  other  fish,  it  is  a  "  ten-to- 
one  shot  "  that  smiles  of  increduhty  wreathe  the 
faces  of  his  audience  ;  and  if  he  is  so  unwise  as  to 
speak  of  the  "  big  'un  which  got  away,"  he  is  called 
down  promptly  by  a  merry  "  ha-ha "  from  his 
hearers.  In  consequence,  many  anglers  have 
become  chary  of  narrating  their  experiences,  and 
exciting  "  fish  yarns  "  are  comparatively  rare  of 
late.  However,  occasionally  some  fisherman  com- 
mits the  indiscretion  of  mentioning  the  results  of 
some  recent  adventure  on  lake  or  stream  to  a 
newspaper  correspondent,  and  the  latter  embellishes 
the  narration  to  such  an  extent  that  an  amusing 
"  fish  lie  "  goes  forth  upon  its  intended  mission. 

From  Cheyenne,  Wyo. ,  recently  came  the  appended 
account  of  an  angler's  adventure  with  a  big  lake 
trout,  and  the  story  is  reproduced  for  the  edification 
of  the  readers  of  the  American  Field,  who  shall  be 
their  own  judge  of  the  same  : 

"  Attacked  by  an  enormous  lake  trout,  and  sick 
and  giddy  from  pain,  Fred  Dilman  clung  to  the  open 
framework  of  an  ice-chute  at  Lake  Mahapalutah, 
in  imminent  danger  of  losing  his  grip  and  plunging 
into  the  deep  water  below.  His  right  hand  from 
wrist  to  finger  tips  was  shredded  from  contact  with 
the  fish's  great  comb  of  teeth,  and  blood  poured 
from  the  lacerated  flesh.  Below  the  trout  darted 
triumphantly  away,  trailing  line  and  rod  behind 
him.  The  help  of  a  surgeon  was  required,  and 
Dilman  wll  carry  his  hand  in  bandages  for  weeks. 

"  Sloan's  Lake,  as  Lake  Mahapalutah  is  called,  for 
many  years  has  been  the  breeding  place  of  lake 
trout  of  astonishing  size  and  ferocity.  It  was  while 
angling  for  bass  that  young  Dilman  met  with  his 


incredible  adventure.  He  had  crawled  to  the  end 
of  the  chute  that  leads  from  deep  water  to  the 
top  of  a  large  ice-house  on  the  shore  of  the  lake. 
He  was  almost  dozing  when  a  terrific  tug  on  his 
line  almost  pulled  him  into  the  lake.  For  some 
time  he  played  his  catch  skilfully,  bringing  it  to  the 
foot  of  the  chute.  As  it  came  to  the  surface  Dilman 
saw  that  it  was  a  lake  trout,  and  one  of  unheard-of 
magnitude. 

"  At  a  loss  to  know  how  to  land  the  beauty,  with- 
out landing-net  or  gaff,  he  decided  to  attempt  to 
insert  his  fingers  into  its  gills.  Very  carefully  and 
skilfully  he  manoeuvred  his  catch  until  the  great 
fish  lay  panting  at  the  foot  of  the  chute  and  within 
arm's  reach.  Then  Dilman  reached  for  the  trout 
and  the  trout  reached  for  Dilman,  and  the  trout 
made  good.  With  a  leap  the  fish  grasped  the 
angler's  hand  and  its  jaws  encompassed  the  member 
to  the  wrist.  The  monster  fell  back  with  a  splash, 
its  teeth  tearing  through  Dilman's  flesh,  and  Dilman 
collapsed  on  the  framework  of  the  chute.  While 
the  fisherman  devoted  his  giddy  attention  to  the 
effort  necessary  to  keep  from  plunging  into  the  lake, 
the  trout,  after  circling  once  or  twice,  headed  out 
into  the  lake,  carrying.  Dilman's  paraphernalia 
with  him." 

Instances  have  not  been  rare  in  which  incautious 
anglers  have  had  their  fingers  painfully  lacerated 
by  the  teeth  of  some  fish  of  the  pike  family,  while 
endeavouring  to  extract  the  lure  and  hook  from  the 
fish's  mouth,  but  the  vindictiveness  of  the  aforesaid 
lake  trout  certainly  challenges  the  old-time  repu- 
tation of  the  pike  for  ferocity. — American  Field. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  jpost  on  Thu/rsday  morning. 

Time  of  High  "Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „    ,,   Putney.  Artrt)"^   »  Kichmond. 

45   „    ,,   Hammersmith.  80   „     „  T«iclcenham. 

50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
mucli,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Aug.  18    0.39    1.  2 

Sunday,  ,,     19    1.24    1.45 

Monday,        ,,     20    2.  4    2.22 

Tuesday,        „     21    2.40    2.58 

Wednesday,   ,,     22    3.16    3.35 

Thursday,       „     23    3.54    4.14 

Friday,  ,,     24    4.34    4.53 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genkbal  Remaeks. — The  river  has 
been  slightly  coloured  by  the  rain,  but  the  stream 
is  still  slack.  Sport  has  not  been  very  good  during 
the  week,  but  here  and  there  some  fair  takes  of 
roach  and  bream  have  been  had.  More  rain  is 
badly  wanted  to  properly  flush  the  river  and  clear 
away  the  old  weeds.  The  best  sport  has  been  had 
in  the  early  morning  and  late  in  the  evening.  Then 
the  traffic  on  the  river  is  not  so  great,  and  anglers 
get  a  little  quieter  time  for  fishing.  A  bank  tmgler 
at  Twickenham  has  had  a  61b.  barbel,  whilst  above 
Teddington  Lock  Messrs.  Rogers  and  Wingfield,  of 
the  K.P.S.,  have  had  bream  up  to  3Jlb.  Two  fine 
bream  of  51b.  loz.  and  4lb.  9oz.  have  been  caught 
at  Penton  Hook,  and  26ilb.  of  barbel  and  perch 
are  reported  as  having  been  caught  at  Abingdon. 
While  three  ladies  were  punting  up  the  Thames 
between  Raven's  Ait  and  the  Middlesex  shore,  on 
July  20,  the  steam  tug  Richmond  passed  them  at 
such  speed  that  the  wash  went  over  their  craft, 
spoiling  their  dresses  and  endangering  their  safety. 
James  Parsons,  the  master  of  the  tug,  was  summoned 
for  the  offence  at  Spelthorne  Petty  Sessions  on 
Monday  and  fined  £3,  including  costs.  For  being 
drunk  and  disorderly  by  pushing  about  among 
people  on  the  towpath  after  he  had  dived  into  the 
river  in  very  scanty  bathing  attire  during  the  pro- 
gress of  Laleham  Regatta,  a  man  named  Bolton,  of 
Ashford,  was  fined  203.  and  123.  .  costs,  or  three 
weeks'  imprisonment. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Recent  showers  have  slightly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  which  is, 
however,  still  running  in  a  low  and  clear  condition. 
Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  and  R.  Young  have  taken 
some  good  takes  of  perch,  with  some  barbel,  up  to 
7lb.  A  perch  of  21b.  3oz.  has'alao  been  taken  by 
an  angler.  Roach  are  still  feeding  during  the  last 
hour,  and  gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake. — Stan- 
ley Mead, 
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Thames  (Wraysbury). —We  have  had  a  few 

sharp  showers  which  has  improved  the  fishing. 
I  have  been  getting  some  good  roach  and  dace,  a 
few  barbel  and  chub,  and  an  occasional  good  perch. 
We  are  not  bothered  so  much  with  gudgeon  as  is 
usual  at  this  time  of  year. — P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  I.ake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Aug.  11:— On  Aug.  6,  Mr.  R.  P.  Hornby, 
two  trout,  31b.  8oz.  and  31b.  8oz.  Oq  Aug.  7,  Mrs, 
M.  B.  Castle,  three,  3lb.  14oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  41b  4oz  ; 
Mr.  M.  B.  Castle,  one,  31b.  12oz.  On  Aug.  9,  Dr. 
Thomas  Wright,  one,  31b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  Manders, 
one,  21b.  5oz.  On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one,  31b. ; 
Mr.  A.  H.  H.  Williams,  two,  41b.  and  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
C.  E.  Cater,  one,  31b.  Soz. — Donald  Carb. 

Bottisham  Looka  (Waterbeaoh).— With  hot 
days,  and  the  river  running  bright  midday,  the 
takes  are  not  large  at  present,  but  there  have  been 
a  large  number  of  holiday  anglers  out.  Early 
morning  and  evening  fishing  sport  in  the  bream 
swims  has  been  good  with  numerous  good 
bags,  largest  fish  2Jlb,  the  silver  bream  generally  run 
here  from  fib.  to  l|lb.  each.  Several  this  size  are 
daily  had.  Roach  fishing  improving  fast.  The 
weed  cutter  has  paid  a  visit,  and  this  week-end  the 
river  will  be,  for  August,  in  good  condition.— John 
O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distriot>.— Trout  are  still 
"off"  natural  bait,  notwithstanding  the  little 
freshet  of  the  past  day  or  two.  Small  baskets 
have  been  had  by  Messrs.  Searle,  Tollit,  and 
Edmunds,  whilst  Messrs.  E.  Distin  and  H.  T. 
Distia  have  had  a  few  peal.  There  is  still  an 
absence  of  anything  like  a  good  quantity  of  peal  in 
the  river  which  is  somewhat  extraordinary  for  this 
period  of  the  year,  but  there  are  other  rivers  similarly 
situated.  Net  fishing  draws  to  a  close  on  Aug.  16,  and 
although  the  Stoke  men  have  not  had  as  good  a  time 
as  in  past  years,  it  is  considered  that  the  past  has 
been  an  average  season.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
fresh  water,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  bring  in 
the  peal.  It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Richmond,  of 
the  Braunton  Fishery,  has  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Conservators  with  regard  to  the  probability  of  suc- 
cessfully establishing  a  fish  hatchery  on  the  river.  

Devonian. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  Shoreham,  etc.).— The 

river  has  been  abnoimally  low  even  for  August, 
and  though  I  have  taken  two  or  three  small  fish  by 
daylight,  the  gloaming  has  been  far  more  pro- 
ductive, yielding  on  two  occasions  a  brace  of  good 
trout  to  the  Coachman  and  Quill  Gnat.  The  last 
bit  of  sport  was  remarkably  quick,  four  good  fish 
being  hooked  and  played  nearly  into  the  net  in 
seven  or  eight  minutes;  two  of  them  escaped  by 
the  hold  giving,  and  I  think  this  must  happen  in 
the  late  evening  sometimes,  as  the  fish  have  to  be 
kept  ou'  of  invisible  dangers.  All  took  the  Coach- 
man. The  rain  we  have  had  since  has  not  been 
^ufficlent  to  do  much  good,  so  chances  are  poor  — 
J.  P.  Taylor. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Ctunberland).- Another 
week  of  unsettled  weather  and  of  disturbed  waters. 
It  IS  difficult  to  ascertain  whether  fish  have  run 
numerously  or  not,  but  a  fair  number  of  salmon 
have  been  seen  at  the  weirs,  and  several  have  fallen 
to  the  rod,  the  Rev.  J.  Wordsworth  accounting  for 
two  with  fly,  and  three  have  been  taken  in  the 
Bngham  district.  Some  heavy  creels  of  white 
trout  were  made  with  worm  in  muddy  water  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week.— Black  Tom  o'  the  North 

lievonshire  Streams.  —  Very  little  has  been 
done  m  the  Carey  during  the  past  week  in  the 
daytime,  but  a  few  have  been  taken  in  the  evening 
The  water  has  risen  as  the  result  of  the  spate. 
Ihe  rain  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  Taw  and 
Torridge.  Some  fair  baskets  have  been  had  on  the 
lorridge,  but  sport  has  been  poor  on  the  Taw 
For  fishing  in  the  Culm  without  a  licence  Lieut  N 
G.  M  Jervis,  of  the  Royal  Field  Artillery,  was  on 
Monday  fined  20s.  at  Cullompton.  The  defendant 
admitted  that  he  had  no  licence,  but  stated  that  he 
had  one  for  the  Taw  and  Torridge  and  thought  that 
would  do  if  he  obtained  Mr.  New's  permission  — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter);— Some  fair  catches  of 
trout  have  been  made  early  morniags  and  evenings. 
Our  streams  are  now  somewhat  improved  by  the 
heivy  showers  of  late.  Coarse  fish  have  also  been 
caught— perch,  roach,  etc.,  also  in  the  canal  same 
fash  and  a  few  tench.  Sea- fishing  has  greatly 
jmproved  at  Exmouth,  Starcross,  and  Teignmouth, 
fine  catches  of  large  mackerel  being  secured  whiffing' 
At  Teignmouth  fine  catches  of  bass  have  been  made 
from  boats  off  the  Warren,  and  at  night  some  fine 
bass  have  been  caught  with  ragworm.  Mr.  H  Lavis 
one,  over  71b.,  Mr.  Whiteman,  one,  6ilb.,  and  Mr 
iT'  ^^^^'^  '^'■0™  the  pier  at  night. 

Mr.  R.  Mostyn  also  accounted  for  some  fine  eels. 
In  the  dock  visitors  are  catching  a  quantity  of  fine 
smelt  and  a  few  mullet.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntarles.  —  Sport  has  been  fair 
in  some  districts,  the  rains  having  refreshed  the 


river.  Weeds  have  also  been  cut  in  places,  and 
this  has  made  fishing  better.  Some  good  roach 
have  this  week  been  landed  at  Ware,  above  the 
town  bridge,  and  pike  and  perch  have  also  been 
taken  in  this  district.  Between  401b.  and  501b.  of 
roach  has  been  secured  by  local  anglers  at  Waltham 
Abbey.  Boiled  wheat  and  white  paste  are  good 
baits.  Anglers  hope  more  rain  will  fall,  as,  with 
fresh  water  in  the  Lea,  sport  promises  to  improve 
all  round. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  in  a  little  better  order,  having  been 
refreshed  by  some  nice  falls  of  rain.  The  fish  rise 
well  in  the  evening,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  and  some  fair-sized  trout  landed.  Wasp 
grub  has  accounted  for  good  trout. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborongli).— The  bountiful  rains  we 
have  had  brought  about  a  considerable  improve- 
ment in  angling  matters,  and  sport  has  continued 
good  in  consequence.  The  catches  of  roach  are 
very  exceptional,  there  being  many  instances 
of  between  one  and  two  stones  taken,  and  a 
particularly  fine  specimen  roach,  weighing  21b.  loz., 
was  captured  by  Mr.  A.  Shrive,  a  member 
of  the  Peterborough  Angling  Association,  and  has 
been  sent  away  to  be  set  up.  Bream,  I  am  informed, 
are  now  on  the  feed ;  but,  although  no  large  ones 
have  yet  been  taken,  there  may  be  shortly  an 
improvement  in  this  respect.  Three  tench,  each 
weighing  betweenM^lb.  and  21b.,  have  been  captured 
by  Mr.  Munton,  Peterborough.  I  hear  that  a  carp, 
over  101b.,  has  been  secured  at  Woodford,  near 
Thrapston— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Endleigrb  Salterton).  —  The  past  few 
days  showed  indications  of  a  change  of  weather  in 
the  direction  of  rain,  and  the  hopes  of  anglers  were 
raised  by  the  anticipation  of  a  regular  "  Lammas  " 
flood,  which  would  put  the  river  in  good 
fishing  trim  once  more.  But  the  black  clouds 
passed  away,  and  the  little  rain  which  has 
fallen  has  done  nothing  to  materially  improve 
the  stream,  which  is  still  very  low  and  weedy. 
Yesterday  (August  14)  a  rod  on  the  Rolle  Estate 
water  took  three  brace  of  nice  trout  in  the  evening, 
and  it  is  reported  that  a  peal  or  two  have  been 
taken  in  the  upper  reaches  about  Colaton,  but  no- 
sport  is  being  had  with  these  fish  in  the  public 
water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Eels  are  said  to 
be  plentiful  and  of  good  size  this  summer. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).  —  The  river  here  is 
rather  clear  now,  but  to-day,  Wednesday,  we  have 
been  visited  by  a  very  severe  storm.  The  down- 
pour was  very  heavy,  and  will  no  doubt  put  some 
colour  into  the  water  ;  but  takes  of  good  fish  are 
still  being  had.  Some  very  fine  bream  and  tench 
have  been  taken,  three  specimen  fish  taken  by 
Mr.  Ssyfang  having  been  sent  up  to  be  preserved. 
A  nice  lot  of  good  roach  also  have  been  had  to-day. 
Mr.  Smith's  largest  bream  went  41b.  yesterday. — 

A.  SCABD. 

Onse  (Hnntingdou)  Water  still  very  clear. 

Bream  feeding  very  well  at  night  and  in  the  early 
morning.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  of 
the  week  are  Mr.  O.  Brudenell,  who  caught  nine 
good  ones  between  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
and  C.  A.  Bryant,  jun.,  who  landed  two  in  the  day- 
time, scaling  21b.  4Joz.  and  21b.  15oz.  respectively. 
Chub,  rudd  and  roach  hnve  been  very  quiet.  Heavy 
rain  is.badly  wanted. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hnuts). — River  very  bright; 
sport  dull  and  decidedly  slow,  and  must  be  until 
we  get  a  good  rain  and  stream.  I  am  afraid  we 
carinot  give  to  intending  visitors  the  grand  con- 
ditions and  specimens  that  others  near  us  say  they 
have.  Roach  up  to  lib.  Joz.,  bream,  21b.  15oz., 
perch,  lib.  3oz.,  are  our  best  specimens,  and 
although  there  have  been  plenty  of  anglers  out, 
there  have  been  far  more  blanks  than  prizes. — 
Edward  Collinson. 

Plymontb. — Some  of  the  rivers  have  benefited 
by  the  local  showers  that  we  have  had,  and  it  has 
given  the  salmon  and  peal  another  opportunity  of 
running  up  to  the  spawning  beds.  I  am  able  to  give 
more  definite  particulars  about  the  record  salmon  of 
the  season  that  was  caught  by  Mr.  Hartley  last  week. 
It  was  nearer  21  Jib.  than  21  lb.,  and  the  rod  he 
landed  it  with  was  his  own  make.  The  hooks  were 
well  down  the  throat,  and  the  cast  a  good  one. 
Fancy  tackle  is  no  good  for  these  monsters,  especially 
if  you  should  happen  to  hook  them  in  the  dorsal  fin 
or  tail-— something  is  bound  to  go.  He  has  had 
some  nice  peal  since,  and  others  living  on  the  river 
have  had  fair  sport. — William  Heardeb. 

Rother  (Sussex). — Some  good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  during  the  week  among  the  chub,  especially 
with  the  dry-fly.  An  expert  of  this  craft  on  Monday 
last  had  a  nice  day,  a  basket  of  good  chub,  and  he 
also  with  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  caught  a  l^lb.  bream 
in  the  Udiam  Pool.  A  short  time  since  he  caught 
a  ilb.  jack  with  the  fly.  There  is  no  mistake  about 
it,  the  clever  fly  fisher  is  beating  the  one  who  fishes 
at  the  bottom.  I  saw  a  nice  brace  of  useful  perch 
caught  with  the  worna,  but  the  eels  trouble  the 


angler  for  this  useful  fish.  A  kingfisher  frequents 
the  pond  adjoining  my  garden.  On  Saturday  last 
my  man  watched  it  dive  for  its  prey  six  times,  five 
of  which  it  brought  up  a  large  water  insect,  which 
it  despatched  in  the  usual  way  with  a  stroke  on  the 
bough  of  the  tree.  There  are  no  small  fish  in  this 
pond,  only  a  few  carp  and  some  large  roach  which 
do  not  breed,  so  we  must  not  lay  too  much  off  to 
the  kingfisher,  much  as  it  enjoys  fish  when  they  are 
to  be  had. — Thos.  Daws. 

Sussex    Klvers    and    Cblcbester  Canal.  

A  few  showers  have  fallen  during  the  week,  but  the 
rain  has  been  partial.  A  good  steady  downpour  is 
much  needed,  as  rivers  and  streams  are  low  and 
bright,  sport  falling  off  in  consequence.  Early  and 
late  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse 
some  of  the  local  anglers  have  taken  pike  up  to 
ejlbs.,  chub  of  2|lbs.,  and  some  fair-sized  roach 
and  dace — a  few  roach  and  dace,  and  a  carp  of 
3ilbs.  above  Steyning.  My  correspondent  has  not 
sent  me  notes  from  the  Ouse  or  Cackmere,  so  infer 
there  is  nothing  worth  recording.  The  Canal  at 
Chichester  is  in  good  order.  A  few  pike  have  been 
taken,  but  nothing  exceeding  5Jlb.  has  come  under 
notice.  The  larger  bream  seem  off  feed,  but 
several  good  roach  have  been  taken  near  the  lower 
lock.  A  nice  perch  of  21b.  loz.  was  among  a  leash 
taken  by  a  visitor  with  artificial  spinner  near 
Donnington.  Both  pike  and  perch  are  in  excellent 
condition.  An  eel  of  31b.  was  taken  on  paste  while 
bream  fishing. — Q.  F.  S.4.lteb. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  better  order, 
and  there  is  more  water  going  down.  Trout  are 
well  on  the  feed  and  are  rising  better  at  the  fly. 
A  good  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  sport 
has  been  good.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  good. 
On  August  10,  a  dish  of  41b.  of  trout  was  landed 
with  the  wasp  grub.  On  Sunday  eveni  \<j  an  aneler 
took  a  fine  dish  of  trout — bottom  fishing.  Near 
Ludford  Bridge  some  very  good  trout,  from  1  lb.  to 
fib.,  have  been  taken  with  wasp  grub.  On  August 
14,  three  gentlemen  were  out  on  Teme  and  landed 
some  good  trout. — S.  Ludlow. 

TorcrosB  Ley. — The  rudd  are  now  showing 
capital  sport.  Mr.  Stenning  has  caught  a  great 
many  every  evening  during  the  past  week,  scaling 
from  1  lb.  to  SJlbs.  each.— W.  Vickery. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrbbonrlng 
Rivers. — The  flood  water  of  the  past  few  days  has 
cleansed  our  rivers.  The  North  Tyne  is  now  in 
good  order,  plenty  of  sea  trout  and  grilse,  some  nice 
grilse  being  killed  with  fly,  one  rod,  12ft.,  killing 
two,  61b.  and  8lb.  Chollerford  water  has  fished 
well,  and  good  creels  of  trout  and  dace  are  reported. 
The  Tyne,  South,  Haydon  Bridge,  is  fishing  well. 
Mr.  Newton  killed  a  good  creel,  largest  fish  IJlb. 
The  Wansbeck,  Morpeth,  is  doing  well ;  one  creel  of 
twenty  -  three  trout,  worm,  and  minnow.  The 
Coquet  is  in  splendid  order  for  fly  fishing,  anglers 
are  having  good  sport.  The  Coquet  Fillon:  Mr. 
Waterson,  one,  91b. ;  Mr.  Graham,  71b. ;  Mr.  Spence, 
one,  41b. ;  Mr.  Rinner,  one,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hey,  one, 
41b.;  Mr,  Maughan,  four,  from  61b.  to  11  lb.  The 
hotel  water,  Weldon  Bridge,  is  in  good  trim.  Mr. 
Chapman,  Tunbridge  Wells,  killed  a  nice  creel  of 
trout,  largest  IJlb.  Several  other  anglers  enjoyed 
good  sport.— Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (Usk).  — The  river  rose  from  nine  inches  to 
a  foot  after  the  recent  storms,  but  this  was  not 
sufficient  to  benefit  the  salmon  angler.  The  trout 
season  closes  on  the  last  day  in  this  month,  and  the 
anglers  are  therefore  making  the  most  of  their  time, 
but  they  are  not  meeting  with  much  sport. — J.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— On  Friday  (Aug.  10) 
a  pike  of  131b.  was  taken  on  lobworm  ;  and  good 
general  sport  with  bream  and  roach  is  being  had  on 
suitable  days.— H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  trim  during  the  past 
week.  The  few  showers  of  rain  we  have  had 
have  rather  improved  the  condition  of  the  water 
than  otherwise,  especially  the  Derwent,  which  has 
risen  but  a  few  inches  and  cleared  again  in  an  hour 
or  two.  But  fish  have  not  been  feeding  very 
freely,  and  it  is  thought  it  is  the  thundery 
weather  that  has  been  the  cause.  The  Wye 
has  afforded  those  who  have  fished  this  river  a  nice 
few  fish,  two  to  four  brace  having  been  obtained. 
The  Derwent  yielded  nice  baskets  in  the  upper 
portions  of  this  river,  namely,  the  Hathersage  and 
Chatsworth  Fisheries,  the  catches  averaging  about 
four  or  five  brace.  In  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  a  few  fish  have  been  secured  from 
this  portion  of  the  Derwent,  but  no  heavy 
creels  have  been  obtained.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  afforded 
its  members  a  few  fish,  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  better  sport  as  grayling  should  be  showing  them- 
selves very  soon,  which  will  make  the  prospect 
somewhat  better.  Useful  fiies  :  Ash  Dun,  Red  and 
Grey  Quills,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Golden  Dun,  Black 
Gnat,  Red  Ant,  and  Yellow  Dun. — Dotterel. 
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Tore,  Swale,  Wharfo,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorka). — All  our  streams  have  been  well 
freshened  by  the  rains,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has 
been  good,  the  only  drawback  to  anglers  has  been  the 
frequent  thunderstorms.    A  lot  of  anglers  have  been 
out  all  through  Yoredale  particularly  during  the  last 
few  days,  and  have  met  with  very  fair  sport  gene- 
rally.   In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  some  good 
trout  have  been  caught,  several  weighing  1  lb.  and 
over.     Dr.  Horsfall  had  one  of    IJlb.   at  Cover 
Bridge  on  Monday  last.     Sport  has  been  good 
in    the    Bedale    Beck.     On    August    9,  Messrs. 
Nicol   and    J.   Smilhson    caught  forty-two  fish 
all  good  sized  trout,  weighing  up  to  I  lb.  each,  with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  chub.    They  were 
caught  in  Leeming  Beck.    Mr.  J.  Smithson  caught 
seventeen  fish  in  the  foj-enoon,  whilst  his  brother 
caught  none,  and,  singular  to  say,  in  the  afternoon, 
when  Mr.  Nicol  Smithson  caught  twenty-five,  his 
brother  caught  nothing.    The  catch  was  shown  in 
Mr.  Smithson's  stationer's  window,  Northallerton. 
In  the  Yore,  at  Ripon,  several  good  catches  of  fish 
have  been  got  during  the  last  few  days.  Messrs. 
White  and  Byrom  had  a  nice  catch  of  mixed  fish 
last  week-end.     In  private  water,  Messrs.  'Bazley 
and  Squires  had   very  nice  sport  amongst  the 
rudd     and     tench,     particularly    amongst  the 
latter,  two  of  the  best  weighing  close  upon  31b.  In 
one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Yore  I  had  a  nice  catch  of 
twenty-one  troutof  a  fair  size ;  at  present  the  minnow 
is  the  best  bait  for  trout.  I  find  the  grayling  are  be- 
ginning to  rise  nicely  to  the  fly ;  the  recent  freshets 
have  apparently  wakened  them  up.  The  Swale  has 
been  in  nice  trim,  and  sport  has  been  fair  on  this 
stream  in  the  upper  reaches ;  in  the  lower  districts 
good  catches  of  coarse  fish  have  also  been  made. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  in  excellent  ply  in  the 
upper  reaches.     Some  heavy  basket*,  of  trout 
have  been  caught  in  the  districts  of  Grassington, 
Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  and  Addingham.    At  the 
latter  place  Mr.   C.   Crucknell   had  good  sport 
anaongst  the  trout  with  swimming  the  wasp  grub, 
his  basket  containing  close  upon  twenty  nice  fi?h. 
Two  Yorkshire  anglers  have  just  returned  from  fish- 
ing the  Witham,  Forty-foot,  also  the  Glen,  at  Sur- 
fleet.     Messrs.  T.  Stephens  (Brassmoulders,  Leeds) 
and  W.   Wraith   (Wakefield  Tradesmen's  Club) 
had  a  combined  catch  of  1261b.  lOoz.  of  tench, 
roach  and  bream,  mostly  caught  with  creed  wheat, 
amongst  the  fish  being— tench  2Jlb.,  1  lb.  12Joz., 
lib.  Coz. ;  roach,  Ijlb.  and  12oz.    Best  day,  31  lb. 
10  oz.    At  present  the  prospects  for  sport  could  be 

better  than  they  are.    Rain  is  continuing  to  fall.  

John  B.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland,. — On  Aug.  7, 
Mr.  Weatheral,  on  Boarlan,  twenty-four  trout,  12lb. ; 
Mr.  Parker,  on  Urigill,  thirty,  101b.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr. 
Cordner,  on  Cama,  fourteen,  SJlb.  On  Aug.  9,  Mr. 
Todd,  on  Urigill,  twenty-six,  101b.  ;  Capt.  Reid,  on 
Cama,  three,  ^Ih.  ;  Messrs.  Parker  and  Hall,  on 
Veyatie,  seven,  81b. ;  Mr.  Cordner,  on  Veyatie, 
eleven,  S^lh.  On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Cordner  and  Miss 
Williams,  on  Urigill,  fifty- two,  18 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Parker, 
on  Cama,  sixteen,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hall,  on  Cama,  twenty- 
four,  lOJlb. ;  Capt.  Reid,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-two, 
8  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Purvis  and  Peel,  on  Urigill,  forty-two, 
I4lb.  On  Aug.  13,  Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  on  Boarlan, 
fourteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall,  on  Cama,  thirty- 
seven,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Cordner.  on  Veyatie,  twenty-eight, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Parker,  on  Veyatie,  seventeen,  lOJlb. 
— John  McDonald. 

Beanly. — Angling  was  not  prosecuted  steadily 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Beauly  during  the  past 
week,  the  following  being  the  details  of  what  took 
place: — Fishing  the  Home  and  Falls  Beats,  on 
Aug.  6,  Mr.  Bradley  Martin  landed  two  grilse  of 
6Jlb.  and  61b.,  as  well  as  two  sea-trout  of  3Jlb.  and 
21b.,  while  on  the  same  date  Mr.  Banjo  Williams, 
Moniack  Castle,  had  one  salmon  of  91b.  in  the  tidal 
waters.  Mr.  Hugh  Warrand,  Phoineas  House,  fish- 
ing the  Home  Beat  on  Aug.  10,  had  a  salmon  of 
8^1b.,  and  on  Aug.  11  Major  Paynter  landed  a 
salmon  of  81b.  on  the  Home  Beat.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr. 
Banjo  Williams  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  in  the  tidal 
waters.  On  the  upper  reaches  grand  sport  was  had, 
the  high  state  of  the  river  causing  a  great  run  of 
fish  to  these  waters.  On  the  Struy  waters,  Mr. 
Barry  and  party  had  twenty- four  salmon  and  grilse, 
while  Major  Clarke  and  party,  Fasnakyle,  and  Mr. 
Henderson  and  party,  Braulen,  both  had  some  very 
good  creels.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt,  Garve, 
AND  LuiCHABT. — Anglers  did  very  well  on  these 
four  lochs  during  the  week.  On  Rosque  baskets 
up  to  141b.  were  landed,  in  which  was  a  trout  of 
21b.  An  angler  on  Achanalt,  on  Aug.  10,  had  a 
basket  weighing  151b.,  including  a  trout  of  4lb.  6oz. 
Fishers  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  had 
creels  of  81b.  on  both  Garve  and  Luichart,  but 
complain  much  of  pike. — A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  tiddle.— Close  on  thirty  hours' 
continuous  rain  last  week  flooded  these  two  rivers 
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and  their  tributaries.  Herling  are  plentiful  in  the 
Esk,  and  rising  fairly  well  now  that  the  rivers  are 
getting  more  settled.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  F. 
Armstrong  creeled  five  sea-trout  and  thirty  herling  : 
Mr.  Dawson,  thirty  herling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Dr. 
Paterson,  fifty  herling  and  six  sea-trout;  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Burns  each  had  twenty-five  herling,  and 
the  latter  caught  also  three  sea- trout;  R.  Neilson, 
twenty-four  herling  and  six  sea-trout.  In  the  mid 
and  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  J.  Steel  had  seventy 
herling  in  a  week's  fishing,  and  eight  sea-trout.  Mr. 
W.  Murray,  a  score  of  herling  and  three  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
A.  Keen,  a  dozen  herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  twenty 
herling  and  one  sea-trout;  Mr.  Elliston,  four  sea- 
trout  and  two  herling  in  the  Double  water  above 
Netherby ;  and  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk 
Mr.  W.  Gray  caught  six  sea-trout,  Mr.  Weather- 
stone,  in  Langholm  water,  caught  five  herling  at 
night ;  and  Mr.  S.  Jackson  had  two  sea- trout  and  two 
herling;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little  had  a  sea- trout  over  21b., 
Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie,  one  of  2^1b.  and  another 
weighing  1  lb.  In  the  mid  reaches  Mr.  Tom 
Steel  creeled  over  fifty  herling,  eight  sea-trout, 
and  over  three  dozen  yellow  trout,  Mr.  W.  Steel 
had  three  sea-trout  and  eight  herling,  and  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong,  three  sea  -  trout  and  twenty 
herling.  Mr.  J.  Robinson  had  a  dozen  herling 
and  three  sea-trout  in  the  Double  water,  and  in  the 
lower  reaches  Mr.  Foster  has  had  good  baskets  of 
herling  and  some  sea-trout,  Mr.  Johnstone  one 
dozen  herling  and  two  sea- trout,  and  Mr.  Reid  had 
a  score  of  herling  and  a  few  sea-trout  in  Longtown 
water.  In  the  Upper  Liddle  water  Mr.  D.  Fer- 
guson caught  two  sea-trout  and  two  herling,  Mr. 
Walker  three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout, 
Messrs.  W.  Armstrong,  J.  Beattie,  and  W. 
Storey  had  each  two  sea-trout,  and  in  the 
mid-reaches  of  the  Liddle,  above  Penton  Bridge, 
Messrs.  W.  Scott,  W.  Elliott,  J.  Jardine  had  each 
sea-trout  and  herling.  In  Canonbie  Water  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  W.  Riddle  creeled  fifty-two  herling  and 
three  sea-trout  in  a  week's  fishing,  Mr.  R.  Neilson 
six  sea-trout  and  twenty-four  herling,  Mr.  J. 
Brockbank  four  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling. 
Good  bait  fishing  was  had  on  the  Esk  on  Aug.  10 
and  Aug.  11,  also  in  the  Lower  Liddle.  Mr.  A. 
Keen  had  six  sea-trout  and  seven  herling  in  the 
Liddle  with  fly  ;  Mr.  R.  Murray  had  a  dozen  herling 
and  three  sea-trout;  Mr.  D.  Little  landed  a  sal- 
mon of  61b.  ,in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  also 
four  sea-trout  and  twenty  herling ;  Mr.  Mitchell 
had  a  sea-trout  and  three  dozen  herling  ;  and  Mr. 
D.  Cowan  thirty  herling  and  four  sea-trout  in  the 
Liddle.— G. 

Inohnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland).— OnJuy  31, 
Colonel  Durant,  on  Grugach,  twelve  trout,  5lb. ; 
Mr.  Stevenson,  on  Mid  Assynt,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Ivory,  on  Loch  Awe,  five  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Moore, 
on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  6Ib.  On  Aug.  1,  Mr. 
Moore,  on  Upper  Inver,  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Rams- 
den,  on  Lower  Inver,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  Ivory, 
on  Castle  Bay,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  3  Jib.  On  Aug.  2, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  on  Head  Assynt,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  Upper  Inver,  eighteen  trout,  61b.  On 
Aug.  3,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  61b., 
and  one  salmon,  81b.  On  Aug.  4,  Messrs.  Beatie 
and  Milton,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve  trout,  6Jlb.  On 
Aug.  6,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Upper  Inver,  twelve  trout, 
51b.,  one  grilse,  6Jlb.,  and  one  salmon,  71b.  On 
Aug.  10,  Messrs.  Mittal  and  Garratt,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
eight  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Beatie,  on  Loanan,  ten  trout] 
5lb. — Wm.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
A  number  of  anglers  from  various  centres  have 
been  out  from  Bonarbridge,  Invershire,  Inveran,  and 
other  centres,  but  complete  details  not  to  hand.  Dr. 
Rankine,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Montgomery,  Glasgow, 
made  good  baskets  of  brown  trout  and  sea-trout 
ranging  up  to  two  dozen  trout,  and  to  IJlb. 
individual  weight.  Perhaps  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  Dr.  Rankine,  a  professional  golfer,  is  highly 
pleased  with  the  course  here. — B. 

Iiochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  6,  Mr. 
Marshall,  one  salmon,  131b.  ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  one 
grilse,  4 jib. ;  Capt.  Kennard,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. ; 


Bishop  of  Southwell,  three  trout,  1  lb.,  and  one  sea- 
trout,  1  Jib. ;  Mr.  Garratt,  one  grilse,  .51b.  On  Aug.  7, 
Mrs.  Marshall,  two  trout,  1  lb.,  and  one  sea-trout, 
IJlb.  ;  Messrs.  Myer's  party,  fourteen  trout,  51b. 
On  Aug.  8,  Messrs.  Bidwell,  sixteen  trout,  51b.  ; 
Bishop  Hoskyns,  eleven  trout,  4Jlb.  ;  Dr.  Archdall, 
one  salmon,  71b.,  and  two  grilse,  Gib.  each.  On 
Aug.  9,  Bishop  Hoskyns,  one  salmon.  91b.,  and  one 
grilse,  61b.  ;  Sir  B.  Brodie,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mrs. 
Campbell,  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  one  sea^trout,  .?lb. 
On  Aug.  10,  Mrs.  Marshall,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Capt. 
Clarke,  nine  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Carter,  nine 
trout,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Myer's  party,  twenty-one  trout, 
81b.  On  Aug.  11,  Sir  B.  Brodie,  one  salmon,  71b.  ; 
Bishop  Hoskyns,  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Bidwell 
and  Warr,  eighteen  trout,  81b.  ;  Messrs.  Prockter 
and  Buckley,  six  trout,  2Jlb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — The  weather  continues 
very  unsettled  here.    During  the  past  week  two 
thunderstorms  broke  over  the  loch  and  the  weather 
has  been  showery,  with  variable  winds.    Fish  have 
been  rising  well,  but  were  of  small  size,  and  good 
sport  was  got  with  fly.  Seven  members  of  the  Alloa 
Club  had  forty-one  trout,  231b.    First  prize.  Mr.  A. 
Allice,  ten  trout,  61b.  6oz.    Six  rods  at  the  Pollock- 
shields    Club    competition    secured"  fifty  trout, 
371b.  2oz.    First,  Mr.  T.  Lawson,  thirteen,  91b.  3oz. 
Mr.   J.    Carsewell    was    first    at    the  Wellshot 
competition  with  eight  trout,  41b.  2oz.  Seventeen 
members  of  the  Kelty  and  Blairadam  Club  creeled 
ninety-three  trout,  561b.  7oz    First,  Mr.  G.  Hunter, 
nine  trout.  8lb.  lloz.  Five  competitors  at  the  Fife- 
shire  Club  competition  captured  forty-two  trout, 
241b.  13oz.  ;  first,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  eleven,  81b.  loz. 
Mr.  Gibson  gained  the  prize  at  the  Edinburgh  St. 
Andrew  Club  Competition  with  nine  trout,  51b.  4oz. 
Private  parties  : — Mr.  Taylor  Cameron,  twenty-five 
trout,  161b.  8oz.     Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Matthew, 
Glasgow,  nineteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie 
and  Mr.  D.  McKay,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three  trout, 
25lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carsewell,  Glasgow,  twenty- 
four  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Wright,;Tillyrie,  twenty  trout, 
131b.  8oz. ;  Master  T.  Johnston  and  Master  Sandy 
Curror,  Kirkcaldy,  fifteen  trout,  171b.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Robertson,  Glasgow,  eighteen  trout,  17lb.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Lamberton  and  Mr.  White,  Glasgow,  fifteen 
trout,  161b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Alex.  Kennedy,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-three  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Ballantine,  Dundee, 
twenty    trout,    141b.    8oz.  ;    Mr.    R.    B.  Smith 
and    Mr.    J.    Malloch.    Perth,     fifteen  trout, 
131b. ;    Mr.   Fleming,  Dollar,   twenty-two  trout, 
161b.;   Mr.   Lawrie,  Dollar,  twenty  -  nine  trout, 
191b. ,  Mr.  Croall  and  friend,  Haddington,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  211b.  4oz.  ;  Colonel  Clark  and  Mr. 
Small,  Calcutta,  twenty.trout,  121b.;  Mr..Herbertson, 
Ayr,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout, 
131b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Fulton,  Glasgow,  twenty-four  trout, 
161b.  ;    sixteen  trout,    101b.  4oz. ;   and  eighteen 
trout,  121b.  8oz. ;   Mr.  and  Miss  Bonn,  London, 
fifteen  trout,  91b.,  and  nine  trout,  91b.;  Messrs. 
Cooke,  Colchester,  twenty-one  trout,  141b.  8oz.,  and 
twenty-three  trout,  161b.  8oz.,  twenty-three  trout, 
121b.  8oz.,  and  twenty-four  trout,  201b.  8oz.;  Mr.  Gil- 
bert F.  Wilson,  Dollar,  and  Mr.  Alston,  Chislehurst, 
ten  trout,  81b.  ;   twenty-four  trout,  141b.   12oz. ; 
twelve  trout,  81b.  8oz.  ;"  and  nine  trout,  91b.  4oz. 
Master  Groome,  six  trout,  61b.  ;  eleven  trout,  81b. 
4oz. ;  and  fifteen  trout  131b.  8oz.    Messrs.  F.  and 
C.  Street  (London),  and  Mr.  J.  Macdonald)  Alloa), 
fourteen  trout,  81b.  4oz.    Mr.  D.  J.  Morris,  on 
Rangoon,  and  Mr.  M.Morrison  (Cheltenham),  twenty- 
four  trout,  121b.     Mr.  Jaffcock  and  friends  (South 
Yorkshire),  twenty-two  trout,  151b.  8oz.  Mr.  Rush- 
worth  (Colne),  nineteen  trout,  131b.    Mr.  Cameron 
Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Scott  Brown,  Monzie  Castle, 
Crieff,  nineteen  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Man- 
chester, twenty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Tennant,  North 
Berwick,  fifteen  trout,  141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Standfast, 
Birmingham  and  Mr.  Mowat,  Perth,  twenty-two 
trout,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Shaw,  Glasgow,  twenty  trout, 
141b.    Evening  fishing : — Mr.  G.  A.  Gibb,  Pitteu- 
char,  in  two  hours  creeled  thirty-six  trout,  211b.  ; 
Mr.  Fulton,  Glasgow,  nineteen  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ; 
Dr.  Laing  and  Mr.  Innes,  Kirkcaldy,  eleven  trout, 
81b. ;  Bailie  Lawe,  Kinross,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Noble,  Juniper  Green,  nine  trout, 
81b.  8oz.— R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel). — On  Aug.  6, 
Sir  C.  Colvin  Smith,  three  nice  trout,  51b. ;  on  Aug.  7, 
one,  31b. ;  on  Aug.  10,  four,  5Jlb. — M.  Rankin. 

North  of  Scotland.— If  the  "Twelfth"  was 
spoiled  to  the  gunner  it  will  prove  quite  the 
reverse  to  the  angler,  and  coming  as  it  does  will 
ensure  an  early  and  prolific  back-end,  as  the  nets 
wUl  be  off  on  Aug.  25,  after  which  every  fish  will 
be  to  the  angler.  On  the  Braemar  water.  Dr. 
Abbot  Anderson,  Lilybank,  creeled  a  beauty  of  a 
fresh-run  fish,  scaling  71b.,  with  a  silver  plate 
attached  to  the  dorsal  fin  and  duly  numbered.  On 
the  plate  being  sent  to  Mr.  Calderwood  the  identity 
of  the  fish  will  be  estabUshed,  as  he  labelled  several 
in  the  spring  of  the  year.  This  is  the  first  marked 
salmon  got  in  the  Dee.    The  torrential  rains  on 
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Monday  brought  the  river  up  several  feet.  It  is 
running  dark  and  brown.  Once  it  clears  sport 
will  be  in  the  ascendant.  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of 
Fife  and  family  gro  to  Mar  Lodge  this  week  from 
Duff  House.  The  Balmoral  waters  are  being 
regularly  fished  by  one  or  other  of  the  King's 
special  friends,  and  fairly  good  sport  is  being  got. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  George  Coats  will  be 
on  the  river  more  frequently  after  the  first  flush  of 
the  shooting  season.  On  the  tidal  waters  good 
baskets  of  finnock  are  being  made  daily  to  the  fly. 
Don. — On  the  Corbie  Loch  water,  the  Messrs. 
Burberry,  London,  had  ten  brace  of  trout;  all  about 
1  lb.  each.  They  have  not  had  the  best  of  sport  on 
the  Parkhill  water.  On  the  Pitmedden  water,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Mackay  had  two  trout  of  21b.  each  on  Aug.  10. 
On  the  Ythan,  Messrs.  H.  J.  Martin,  London,  Evans, 
London,  Webster,  Doncaster,  Rockley,  Notting- 
ham, Wharton,  Nottingham,  and  Knight,  Mussel- 
burgh, are  getting  from  fifteen  to  thirty  finnock 
and  sea-trout  daily  (heaviest,  2^1b.).  Ythan  and 
Ugie.— Both  these  rivers  have  been  in  spate,  and 
when  once  the  water  clears  sport  will  be  grand. 
— G.  M. 

Oykell,  Oykelbridge  (via  Lairgr,  N.B.).— A 

few  days  ago  Mr.  Hugh  Ross,  Mayor  of  Wigan, 
fished  the  Einig  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  and 
landed  three  grilse,  ranging  from  4Jlb.  to  Clb. — B. 

Oversoaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg.  N.B.)  On 

Aug.  7  Captain  H.  M.  Liardet  and  Mrs.  Liardet, 
Liverpool,  on  Top-Shin,  fourteen  trout,  71b;  and 
Captains  Nation  and  Walsh,  Ea=!tbourne.  on  Loch 
Gorm,  thirty  trout,  141b.,  heaviest  31b.  On  Aug.  8 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell,  London,  on  Mid-Shin,  five  trout, 
21b. ;  and  Captain  Liardet,  on  Top-Shin,  nine 
trout,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  9  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell,  on 
Mid-Shin,  eighteen  trout,  7Jlb.,  heaviest  21b. ; 
and  Captain  Liardet  on  Loch  Gorm,  eleven  trout. 
61b.  On  Aug.  11  Mr.  Fell,  London,  on  Loch  Gorm, 
thirty-one  trout,  101b.  ;  and  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Liardet  on  Top-Shin,  fourteen  trout,  6Jlb.  On  Aug. 
13  Mr.  and  Miss  Brodie,  Edinburgh,  on  Top-Shin, 
fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell,  London, 
on  Loch  Griam,  thirteen  trout,  51b. — B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 
Amongst  the  best  catches  recently  made  the 
following,  for  abbreviation,  may  be  mentioned : 
On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  Clegg,  Yorks,  on  north  waters, 
had  three  trout,  41  b. ;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  on 
Loch  No.  1,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb. ;  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mrs.  Fellowes,  Norfolk,  on  Loch  Domhainn, 
seven  trout,  5lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Little,  Surrey,  on  Loch 
Eihanach,  two  trout,  41b.  On  9th,  sport  similar. 
On  10th,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  on  Loch  Domhainn, 
seven  trout,  71b;  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch  Gorm,  five 
dozen,  15lb.  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  on  Loch  No.  1,  thirteen 
trout,  51b.,  besides  three  sea-trout,  51b. ;  Colonel 
Haywood  and  Major  Jendwine,  London,  on  Mid- 
Chain,  had  six  trout,  51b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).  —  On  Aug,  6  Bishop 
Eden  landed  a  grilse  of  61b.,  besides  a  sea-trout  of 
IJlb. ;  and  Mrs.  Hodgson  a  51b.  grilse.  On  Aug.  7 
Bishop  Eden  landed  three  grilse  of  41b.,  51b.,  and 
61b.  On  Aug.  8  Mr.  Bilbrough  had  two  grilse  of 
61b.  and  41b.  On  Aug.  9  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  had  a 
91b.  salmon  besides  a  grilse  of  61b.  ;  and  on  same 
date  Bishop  Eden  a  61b.  grilse.  Weather  splendid 
and  capital  sport  on  the  moors. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Very  heavy  rain  has  fallen 
over  the  Border  district,  and  all  the  rivers  have  been 
in  the  heaviest  flood  of  the  season.  The  Annan. — 
Some  very  large  baskets  of  herling  have  been  taken 
in  the  Lower  Annan  during  the  past  few  days. 
Worm  bait  and  the  Devon  minnow  have  accounted 
for  the  big  baskets.  The  run  of  herling  was  a  fairly 
good  one.  Moderate  baskets  were  also  taken  in  the 
middle  and  higher  waters.  On  August  13  Mr.  James 
Dixon  caught  with  worm  bait  a  bag  of  fifty  her- 
ling. Mr.  George  McLean  took  forty-four  herling 
and  trout.  Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  had  twenty-three 
herling,  Mr.  Roach  caught  fourteen  herling,  Mr. 
James  Baxter  thirty-five  herling  and  trout,  Mr. 
John  Irving  had  thirty-seven  herling  and  trout, 
Mr.  Robert  Graham  eighteen  herling  and  brown 
trout,  and  Mr.  James  Roddick  over  a  dozen  trout. 
W.  Wright  caught  twenty-five  herling  and  one  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  J.  S.  Stirling,  a  dozen  herling  and  one 
sea-trout.  Mr.  James  Loudon,  six  or  eight  herling, 
and  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  eight  herling.  Mr.  James 
Graham  had  a  fine  creel  of  herling  and  sea-trout, 
one  of  his  sea-trout  weighed  about  41b.  Mr.  Robert 
Bell  had  a  good  bag  of  herling  and  burn  trout ;  Mr. 
Wm.  Lawson  had  six  herling,  and  Mr.  Tweddle 
caught  a  brace.  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  took  six- 
teen herling  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  George  Carruthers 
had  twenty  herling  and  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  a  dozen  herling  and  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  P. 
McGiverin  thirty-six  herling  and  yellow  trout ;  and 
on  Tuesday  a  good  basket  of  fourteen  herling  and 
several  trout  with  the  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  John 
Beattie  caught  a  dozen  herling,  and  Mr.  W.  John- 
stonea  dozen.  Mr.  D.  Richardson  caught  eight  or  ten 
herling,  Mr.  W.  Baxter  eight,  Mr.  Harry  Hudson 


ten.  Mr.  Christopher  Steel  had  a  good  basket  at  the 
Warmanbie  House  water,  below  Mount  Annan 
island.  Mr.  J.  Irving  had  about  a  dozen  herling  in 
the  first  of  the  flood.  Fishing  at  Mount  Annan, 
Mr.  Peter  Thorburn  had  twenty  herling  and  one 
sea- trout,  and  on  Aug.  14  about  twenty  herling. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  the  baskets  were  not 
quite  so  large  as  that  of  the  lower  portion,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  water  being  too  high.  Mr.  Richardson 
had  a  good  basket  of  (rout  and  a  few  herling 
in  the  Dinwoodie  water.  Mr.  Purdie  had  a 
fair  creel  of  trout  in  the  Wamphray  portion. 
The  Moffat  anglers  had  some  fair  bags  of  trout, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  Evan,  near  Beatlock, 
anglers  caught  fair  creels  of  trout  with  worm. 
The  Ddmfbies  Nith. — This  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries have  been  running  pretty  full  with  the 
excessive  rain  that  has  fallen.  Some  fair  baskets 
of  trout  were  caught  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Associa- 
tion waters.  At  Close  burn  the  rods  had  some  nice 
trout,  as  also  had  anglers  down  by  Auldgirth  and 
Portrack.  There  has  been  no  fly-fishing  this  week, 
so  to  speak.  There  has  been  a  pretty  fair  run  of 
herling  up  the  Nith,  and  some  good  sport  may  be 
had  when  the  weather  and  waters  settle  down. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — Some  fair  sport  has 
fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  Minnoch  and  Cree,  as  also 
on  Tarff  water.  The  Dee,  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 
has  been  full  of  flood  this  week,  and  so  has  the 
Fleet,  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Dalbeattie  Urr. 
The  Ai'bshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Sport  has  not 
been  so  good  on  the  rivers  and  lochs  this  week. 
On  Loch  Doon  '  of  DaJmellington  the  bags  have 
been  much  smaller,  and  nothing  over  a  dozen  and  a 
half  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  since  last 
report.  — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlonr). — The  river  has  been  in  better 
condition  during  the  past  fortnight  than  for  some 
time  past,  some  heavy  showers  having  fallen.  On 
Aberlour  House  water,  on  Aug.  2,  Captain  York  had 
one  salmon,  111b.,  in  Gean  Tree  pool;  Aug.  10, 
Mrs.  York,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  81b,  in  Dillagyl 
pool;  Aug.  13,  James  Brown  Forester,  two  grilse 
5lb.  and  61b.,  in  Gean  Tree  pool. — N.  L. 

Spejr  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  again  in  fine 
angling  condition,  but  the  sportsman  finds  the 
moor  more  to  his  taste  at  present.  Fishing  on  the 
Avon  last  week  the  party  at  Strathavon  shooting 
lodge  had  some  ten  or  twelve  grilse  and  sea-trout ; 
and  from  the  Pitcray  water  Mr.  Burn  and  party 
had  three  fish.  On  the  Knockando  water,  on  Aug. 
15,  Mr.  Jas.  Shand,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of 
81b.  ;  and  on  this  day  week  Mr.  Hankey,  one  of 
91b.  ;  whUe  on  the  Carron  House  water  on  Aug. 
10,  Mr.  Grant,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  5Jlb. 
on  Aug.  13  one  of  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  From 
the  Western  Elchies  water,  on  Aug.  15,  Mr. 
L.  G.  Harding  landed  a  salmon  of  I5^\b.,  and  on 
this  day  week  one  of  lO^lb. ;  and  on  Aug.  14  Mr. 
R.  Harding  a  grilse  of  61b.  ;  while  Mr.  L.  G. 
Harding  had  two  of  6lb.  and  6Jlb.  ;  and  Mrs. 
Harding  a  salmon  of  8lb.  On  the  Eastern  Elchies 
water,  on  this  day  week,  Mr.  W.  Craik,  fisherman, 
had  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  Aug  13  one  of  S^lb.  ; 
while  from  the  Arundilly  water,  on  Aug.  13,  Mr. 
Geo.  Shiach  had  two  grilse  of  r51b.  each.  From 
the  Rothes  water  on  Aug.  15  Mr.  Peto  landed  a 
grilse  of  61b.  ;  and  on  Aug.  13  Mr.  Jas.  Stuart, 
fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  111b.  and  a  grilse  of 
6^1  b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  throughout  the  past  week  has 
been  very  unsettled,  and  in  consequence  little  sport 
was  obtained.  Fishing  the  Islamouth  stretch,  Mr. 
Henry  Peters  killed  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  8, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Moon  a  grilse  of  71b.  on  Aug.  13, 
while  on  Lower  Cargill  Lord  Arthur  Grosvenor 
captured  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  7  and  another 
of  91b.  on  Aug.  11.  Mr.  Ernest  Moon,  K.C.,  got 
one  grilse  of  81b.  and  a  sea-trout  on  Upper  Cargill 
on  Aug.  10.  Lord  A.  Grosvenor  landed  a  grilse  of 
81b.  on  Willies  Stone  on  Aug.  10,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Wardle  a  grilse  of  8 Jib.  on  Catholes  on  Aug.  13, 
while  Mr.  Kerr  and  Mr.  Munro,  fishing  on  Lower 
Battleby  water  for  Mr.  Coats,  killed  two  grilse  of 
8ilb.  and  81b.  on  Aug.  11.— A.  A. 

Tweed  District. — Owing  to  continual  rains  all 
the  rivers  have  been,  and  are  still,  in  flood.  Good 
takes  have  been  had  in  the  Tweed,  and  the  Gala 
has  been  yielding  some  fair  baskets.  Fishing  the 
Tweed,  on  the  evening  of  Aug.  7,  Mr.  Mclnnes  had 
twelve  trout,  weighing  61b.,  with  fly.  On  Aug.  8, 
one  angler  had  ten  trout,  weighing  5Jlb.  (heaviest, 
1  lb.),  with  dry-fly.  On  Aug.  9,  a  local  angler  had 
13Ib.  of  tiout  (heaviest,  l^lb.)  with  worm;  Mr. 
Brown,  a  basket  of  6Jlb.,  also  with  worm;  and 
another  angler  had  61b.  of  good  trout  with  fly.  On 
Aug.  10  an  angler  had  61b.  of  nice  trout  with  minnow. 
Fishing  at  Traquair,  Peebles,  Mr.  Constable  had 
twenty-two  trout,  weighing  8Jlb.,  with  dry-fly,  on  , 
Aug.  1 1.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Constable  had  160  trout, 
averaging  an  ounce  over  half  a  pound  each,  with 
the  dry-fly  last  season  may  be  of  interest  to  dry-fly 
fishermen.  Mr.  Mclnnes  had  nine  trout,  and  another 


angler  had  lOJlb.  of  good  trout  with  worm.  On 
Aug.  14,  Mr.  Hoggarth  had  141b.  of  trout  with 
worm,  and  other  good  baskets  were  had  by  local 
anglers.  River  Gala. — Fishing  this  river,  on 
Aug.  10,  Mr.  Gebbie  had  1 1  lb.  of  fair  sized  trout. 
On  Aug.  13,  Mr.  Brown  had  51b.  of  trout,  and  other 
anglers  had  baskets  of  41b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.,  and 
lOJlb.,  with  worm.  Ettrick  and  Yarrow. — 
Though  these  rivers  have  been  in  good  order 
nothing  much  has  been  done.  Fishing  the  former, 
on  Aug.  14,  I  had  four  trout,  weighing  1  lb.  lOoz. 
(heaviest.  Jib.),  with  worm. — Sorley  Brown. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel).  — On  Aug.  6,  Mr. 
Beardsley,  Loughborough,  on  Loch  na  Maoil,  two 
trout,  1  lb.  On  Aug.  7.  Messrs.  Beardsley  and  Owen, 
Loughborough,  on  Hill  Loch,  twenty  trout,  6^1  b.  ; 
on  Aug.  8,  on  same  loch,  forty-seven  trout,  181b.  ; 
and  on  Aug.  10,  on  Loch  Ob'lochan,  ten  trout,  4Jlb. 
On  Aug.  10,  Mr.  Anderson,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch 
Long,  twenty-four  trout,  81b. — Geo.  Morrison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.  — Thunder  showers  fell 
at  short  intervals  and  as  much  fresh  water  reached 
the  tributaries  as  kept  them  in  high  freshet  during 
the  week,  but  flax  poison  was  present,  the  steeps 
having  overflowed  and  trout  and  salmon  refused 
all  lures.  The  main  stream  continues  rising  and  is  a 
little  discoloured,  but  salmon  are  not  passing  over 
the  weirs  nor  resting  on  the  shallows,  but  are  on  the 
beds  of  the  pools,  where  the  water  is  of  a  lower 
temperature.  Sport  was  poor,  only  fifteen 
fish  having  been  caught  during  the  week  on  all  the 
reaches,  and  had  not  the  greater  part  of  these 
recently  arrived  from  the  sea,  the  catch  would  have 
been  less.  Mr.  Henderson  and  party  landed  seven 
salmon  and  grilse  ranging  from  71b.  to  141b  Mr. 
May,  three  grilse  of  31b.,  31b.  and  71b.  Mr.  O'Rook 
Dickey,  two  of  71b.  and  81b. ;  and  Colonel  Bruce, 
one  of  8§lb.,  at  Caronroe.  On  the  Kilrea  section, 
Mr.  F.  Wilson  caught  a  grilse  of  71b..  and  Mr.  T. 
Heggarty  a  salmon  of  101b. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Rain  fell  during  the 
week,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  fill  up  the 
rivers  on  the  County  Down  side.  The  Crossgar, 
&c.,  were  not  lower  for  half  a  century,  the  former 
being  reduced  to  the  merest  trickle.  The  lakes 
of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  are  in 
good  form,  and  they  are  credited  with 
affording  fair  sport  to  their  patrons.  On 
the  Antrim  side,  the  rivers  are  in  better  form, 
and  both  bait  and  fly-fishing  gave  good  results  in 
the  past  week.  The  annual  coarse  fishing  competi- 
tion of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held 
at  Toombe  on  Aug.  25. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry). — Sport 
has  been  good  at  sea- trout  on  the  Inny,  but  salmon 
have  not  been  rising  well  owing  to  low  water,  but 
heavy  rain  is  falling,  and  prospects  have  improved. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Erne   (Ballyshannon    and    Belleek).  —  The 

following  number  of  salmon  were  captured  on  the 
Erne  during  the  past  week  :  Mr.  W.  A.  Mount,  five 
salmon,  weighing  from  51b.  to  121b.  ;  Mr.  Harold  L. 
Behrens,  three,  of  81b.,  6lb.  and  51b.  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Helm,  two  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Watts,  one  of 
101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Gemmell,  one  of  181b. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Aug.  8  to  Aug.  14  : — Captain  Macgowan,  on 
Aug.  8,  two,  5^1b.,  61b. ;  on  Aug.  9,  five,  51b.,  I^lh., 
61b.,  4Jlb.,  81b.  ;  on  Aug.  10,  three,  4Jlb.,  10|lb., 
4Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  11,  four,  51b.,  81b.,  4Jlb.,  41b.;  on 
Aug.  13,  five,  e^lb.,  81b.,  e^b ,  SJlb.,  5ilb. ;  on 
Aug.  14,  four,  61b.,  4Jlb.,  9ilh.,  7Jlb.  ;  total,  twenty- 
three,  141  lb.  Mr.  Dobson,  on  Aug.  8,  three,  71b., 
5Jlb.,  6Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  9,  four,  71b.,  61b.,  lOJlb.,  61b.  ; 
on  Aug.  10,  three,  6|lb.,  81b.,  51b.;  on  Aug.  11, 
three,  7ilb.,  4Jlb.,  4|lb.  ;  on  Aug.  13,  five,  7Jlb., 
51b.,  51b.,  5jlb.,  7ilb.  ;  on  Aug.  14,  five,  5jlb.,  6lb., 
71b.,  5Jlb.,  5^1b.  ;  total,  twenty-three.  143ilb. 
Major  Moir,  on  Aug.  8,  two,  41b.,  6 Jib. ;  on  Aug.  9, 
one,  61b.  ;  on  Aug.  13,  one,  4Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  14,  one, 
6Jlb.  ;  total,  five,  27Jlb.  Mr.  W.  C.  Herring,  on 
Aug.  8,  one,  6Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  10,  one,  71b. ;  total,  two, 
13Jlb.  Prince  M.  Stourdza,  on  Aug.  8,  one,  41b. ; 
on  Aug.  9,  six,  7Jlb.,  51b.,  61b.,  5lb.,  5Jlb.,  71b.; 
total,  seven,  401b.  Mr.  J.  T.  Pierson,  on  Aug.  8, 
one,  4Jlb. ;  on  Aug.  9,  three,  71b.,  7Mb.,  5Jlb. ; 
total,  four,  24jlb.  Mr.  C.  K.  Burtt,  on  Aug.  9, 
three,  61b.,  71b.,  ll^lb.  ;  on  Aug.  10,  two,  Sjlb., 
4Jlb.  ;  total,  five,  34jlb,  Mrs.  Hallett,  on  Aug.  11, 
one,  61b.  Mr.  A.  B.  Rochfort,  on  Aug.  11,  one,  5 Jib. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Wanklyn,  on  Aug.  13,  three,  6}lb.,  4Jlb., 
51b.  Mrs.  Griffin,  on  Aug.  13,  four,  5|lb.,  SJlb., 
5Jlb.,  7Jlb.  Captain  Cowell,  on  Aug.  13,  two,  6lb., 
lOlb.  Totals  : — Aug.  8,  ten ;  Aug.  9,  twenty ; 
Aug.  10,  eleven;  Aug.  11,  nine;  Aug.  13,  twenty; 
Aug.  14,  ten.  Total  for  the  six  days,  eighty. — 
W.  N.  MtLNE  (Supt.). 

Hillamey. — Sport  has  been  slack  in  the  Salmon 
department,  but  better  sport  is  expected  during  the 
coming  week,  as  heavy  rain  has  fallen,  and  salmon 
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have  been  running  up  from  the  sea.  Brown  trout 
fishing  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  Aug.  6, 
Messrs.  Eves  and  Lyson,  fishing  from  one  boat,  ten 
trout,  121b. ;  Captain  and  Mrs.  Turner,  fishing  from 
one  boat,  three  fish,  6Jlb.  On  Aug.  7,  Messrs.  Eves 
and  Lyson,  nineteen  trout,  181b. ;  Capt.  and  Mrs. 
Turner,  nine  trout,  1 1  lb.  On  Aug.  8,  Messrs.  Eves 
and  Lyson,  six  trout,  Silb.,  and  one  perch,  31b. ; 
Capt.  andMrs.  Turner,  eight  trout,  121b.  On  Aug.  9, 
Messrs.  Eves  and  Lyson,  twelve  trout,  1 1  lb. ;  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  Turner,  four  trout,  61b.  On  Aug.  10, 
Messrs.  Eves  and  Lyson,  seven  trout,  91b. ;  Capt. 
and  Mrs.  Turner,  eight  trout,  111b.  On  Aug.  11, 
Messrs.  Eves  and  Lyson,  four  trout,  61b  ,  two  pike, 
4lb.  and  61b.,  and  hooked  and  played  a  monster 
pike  and  lost  him ;  Capt.  and  Mrs.  Turner,  thirteen 
trout,  181b.  (all  splendid) ;  Mr.  Vausier,  one  trout, 
91b.  (a  regular  beauty,  killed  on  the  artificial.) — 
Thos.  Naughton. 

Loug-h  Corrib  (Geoghegan's  Hotel).— Captain 
Hills  and  Major  Read  and  party  had  fair  sport  with 
trout,  dapping  and  trolling,  but  the  weather  has 
been  wild  and  unsettled.  Mr.  E.  E.  Vawser,  of 
Cambridge,  fishing  with  Pat  Naughton,  killed  a 
magnificent  trout  of  9^1  b.  on  Aug.  6.  This  fish 
was  in  grand  condition,  and  fought  very  hard.  Mr. 
Vawser  has  been  very  successful  both  dapping  and 
trolling. — K.  Geoghegan. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  eto  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  fallen  off  since  Aug.  8,  owing  to  unfavour- 
able weather,  but  prospects  are  better,  especially 
for  the  river  fishing.    Sea-trout  continue  to  arrive. 

Iionghs  BXask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — The 
weather  here  since  last  report  has  been  very 
variable,  and  the  fishing  likewise.  At  the  time  of 
writing  there  are  prospects  of  an  all-round  improve- 
ment, and,  with  the  abundance  of  Daddys,  anglers 
should  soon  have  a  good  time  doppLng  here, 
also  casting  the  artificial  fly.  Man;*^  fishermen, 
knowing  these  waters,  consider  the  closing  weeks 
of  the  season, (up  to  Oct.  15)  the  best  for  the  wet 
fly.  Amongst  the  visitors  fishing  from  Mount  Gable 
Hotel  are  Col.  and  Mrs.  Ruxton,  Major  Williams, 
Capt.  Pollard,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordicai  Jones  and 
family.  Professor  Cooke,  Mr.  Moffett,  Mr.  Estcourt 
Cresswell,  and  Mr.  Mullaby. — G.A. 

Longh  Melvint — During  the  past  week  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kirk  Patrick,  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup,  Col.  Lawrence 
and  Son,  Mr.  Rigby  and  three  friends,  and  the  Rev. 
E.  M.  Campbell,  took  some  nice  catches  of  trout. 
Mr.  Rigby  and  friends  took  a  number  of  gillarooes, 
of  lib.  and  IJlb.  each,  and  Captain  Blunt  also  took 
several.  The  lake  is  now  in  good  fishing  order,  and 
trouting  wfll  improve  on  it  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber.— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Uonrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  pretty  good 
order.  Since  last  report  the  following  sport  was 
had :  Dr.  James  Moore,  Belfast,  one  salmon  ;  Mr. 
Waring  Maley,  Belfast,  one  ;  Mr.  Allen  Swan,  one  ; 
Mr.  Edbrokke,  two;  Mr.  Cowal,  one;  Mr.  James 
Roche,  one  ;  Sweeney,  one ;  all  from  51b.  to  81b. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  paat 
few  days  was  a  bit  dull  owing  to  bright  simshine 
and  low  water,  but  rain  is  falling  just  now,  and 
fishing  is  sure  to  improve  as  the  pools  are  well 
stocked  with  grilse  and  sea-trout.  On  Aug.  12,  Mr. 
Scroope  and  Mr.  Sprool  both  got  a  fish  about  61b. 
each.  Lough  Conn  fished  poorly  owing  to  sunshine 
during  the  week,  but  is  most  likely  to  improve  with 
the  rain  we  are  having. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Coun  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo). — Sport  was  poor  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  the  unsettled  weather,  but,  as  I  am 
writing,  the  river  is  in  big  flood,  which  is  certain  to 
improve  sport  and  bring  in  fresh  fish.  Mr.  J. 
Garvey,  two  salmon,  9Jlb.  and  101b.,  one  grilse, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Penson,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  7^1b. ;  Mr. 
Scrope,  three  grilse,  5lb.,  61b.  and  7^1  b.  ;  Mr. 
Poole,  two  grilse,  41b.  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  O'Rielly, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Bruce,  four  grilse, 
41b.,  51b.,  51b.  and  SJlb.  Sea-trout  anglers 
are  having  grand  sport.  Some  trout  have  been  got 
on  the  loughs.  Surgeon-Major  Rayner  had  a 
very  fine  pike  of  301b.,  but  in  very  bad  condition. 
I  am  sure  if  he  was  in  fair  condition  he  would 
weigh  401b.  He  was  the  longest  pike  I  ever 
saw,  his  length  was  forty-nine  inches.  I  think 
this  is  the  biggest  pike  of  this  season. — Pat  Heaens. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  oo.  Donegal).— The  heavy 
rains  which  recently  swept  over  the  Rosses  dis- 
trict left  the  many  lakes  and  the  rivers  in  good 
order,  and  brought  up  more  sea-trout  from 
the  bay.  Amongst  the  bags  taken  during  the  past 
week  were  the  following  : — Captain  Skinner,  eight 
sea- trout,  heaviest  21b.,  on  Dungloe;  Mr.  English 
six,  heaviest  l^b. ;  Mr.  Gore  six,  and  five  on  TuUy 
lake ;  Mr.  English  nineteen  on  Dungloe  and  Tally  ; 
Mr.  Davys,  nine  on  Dungloe  and  Tully;  Mr. 
McLachlan  one,  3 Jib.,  on  Loughhanure ;  Dr.  Poplar, 
in  two  weeks'  fishing,  six  salmon  and  forty  sea- 
truut. — J.  A.  B. 


SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (Aug.  11).— July  and  August  being 
usually  slack  months  for  trout  fishing,  little  better 
than  occasional  luck  is  to  be  expected  here  should 
one  brave  the  heat,  the  jungle,  horse  flies,  and 
snakes  in  the  effort  to  subvert  natural  probabilities. 
The  Stockalper,  in  parts,  now  approaches  the  con- 
dition of  a  dirty,  weedy,  rushy  ditch,  but  there  are 
fish  in  it  all  the  same,  though  prevailing  adjuncts 
are  so  obviously  antagonistic  to  fair  angling  that 
he  who  scores  a  few  captures  has  achieved  success 
unhoped  for  generally.  The  prevailing  absence  of 
snow  on  the  neighbouring  mountains  makes  it 
necessary  to  seek  a  distant  origin  for  all  the  rapid, 
opaque  turbulence  with  which  the  bank-high 
Rhone  conveys  its  surcharged  sediment  out  into 
Lac  L6man,  its  sand  amplifying  the  building 
materials  so  rapidly  distending  the  town  and 
neighbouring  suburbs  of  Montreux,  and  occupy- 
ing the  dredging  boats  constantly  employed  at  this 
end  of  the  lake,  but  despite  the  volume  of  the 
torrent  an  odd  ill-fed  trout  rises  at  times  among 
the  shallow  dead  waters  along  the  artificially 
groyned  banks  of  the  great  river.  Yesterday  the 
Stockalper  was  thick  at  and  above  its  entrance  to 
the  lake  near  Bouveret  on  account  of  the  unstopped 
leakage  from  the  Rhone  at  the  Vouvery  sluice-gate, 
allowed  to  go  on  for  a  singular  reason  in  connection 
with  a  fishing  stream — that  it  may  later  aid  the 
process  of  dredging  the  gravel  (and  insect  foods) 
from  its  bed  for  ballasting  the  adjacent  railway. 
It  has  been  cloudy  to-day,  with  some  showers,  and 
the  trout  were  rising  well  from  the  Chessel  Gen- 
darmerie downwards,  a  beauty  of  good  size  having 
been  all  but  captured  by  one  of  our  most  successful 
resident  anglers,  who  found  the  water  clear  enough 
there  to  fish. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Pollack  are  affording  good 
sport,  the  takes  averaging  about  twenty  fish  to 
each  boat  daily. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
unfavourable,  and  only  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Several  boats  have  been  out  lately.  Some 
decent  takes  of  good  flatfish  have  been  obtained, 
but  nothing  else  of  much  importance  at  present, 
Monday,  Aug.  20,  being  the  Deal  boatmen's  regatta ; 
and,  as  they  take  a  good  interest  in  it,  the  boats 
and  men  will  be  pretty  well  occupied,  and  after 
this  sport  should  improve. — Edward  Hanger. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  water  during  the  past 
week  has  been  exceptionally  clear,  and  daylight 
fishing  has  consequently  been  very  poor  indeed. 
Pollack  anglers  have  met  with  a  measure  of  success, 
but  the  size  of  their  captures  has  left  much  to  be 
desired.  The  most  notable  catch,  on  August  10, 
was  a  large  purse  containing  several  keys  and 
6s.  lOJd,  hooked  and  landed  by  Mr.  W.  Murdoch. 
Mr.  T.  Sexton  took  four  pollack  upon  parchment  bait 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  some  ten  others 
were  caught,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  2lb.  Mr. 
P.'C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Band,  and  several 
others  fished  early  on  Aug.  11  with  little  suc- 
cess, but  five  good  codlings  were  landed  in 
ths  forenoon,  and  tMr.  Sexton  secured  one  large 
pollack.  Mr.  W.  Tress's  catch  included  a  small 
lobster  and  a  very  fine  dab.  Mr.  Newell  had 
a  good  catch  of  pollack  on  the  following  day,  Mr. 
Hume  one  large  rig,  Mr.  iWaddell  a  small  mixed 
catch,  and  Mr.  Glen  and  Mr.  Akehurst  a  few  dabs 
and  pouts.  Mr.  Newell  was  again  busy  among 
the  pollack  on  Monday  (Aug.  13),  and  Messrs. 
Edgar,  Adams,  Williamson,  Crowhurst,  Tanner, 
Spurgin,  Casey,  Brand,  Gladwin,  Piper,  Nickels 
and  Goldsmith  each  creeled  a  few  small 
fish,  as  also  did  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge,  who 
arrived  somewhat  late  upon  the  scene.  Mr. 
Hume  had  two  fine  rigs  early  on  Tuesday  morning, 
and  Mr.  Waddell  one  rig  and  three  nurse- 
dogs,  Mr.  J.  R.  Maslen  also  landing  six 
pollack,  Mr.  Piper  three  nursedogs,  and  Master 
Kenneth  Hyde,  a  dozen  poutings.  Several 
weevers  were  also  caught  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
and  two  fair-sized  codlings.  Little  was  done  on 
the  morning  of  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Barnett's  small  catch 
of  pollack  being  the  best  take  up  to  mid-day. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensance. — Fair  weather  generally  last  week 
but  very  rough  this  week  so  far,  which  is  rather  a 
pity  as  our  chance  for  fishing  the  outer  marks  for 
the  slack  tides  is  going.  Sport  fair.  Dr.  W.  Coch, 
London,  B.S.A.S.,  caught  on  his  own  rod,  on 
Aug.  4,  seventeen  bream,  eight  dogfish,  one 
mackerel,  four  wrasse,  three  bibs ;  on  Aug.  6,  eight 
bream,  three  mackerel,  one  pollack  51b.,  one 
pouting ;  on  Aug,  7,  six  bream,  one  gurnard,  one 
toper ;  on  Aug.  8,  eighteen  bream,  one  scad  (horse 
mackerel),  four  wrasse,  one  pouting ;  on  Aug.  9, 


eight  gurnard,  twenty-three  bream,  one  wrasse, 
three  poutine,  three  haddock  (large) ;  total  Utifi^h. 
Mr.  Ashby,  B.S.A.S.,  and  party,  rod  and  hand  lines, 
on  Aug.  8,  one  ling,  three  pollack,  one  spider  crab, 
two  pouting,  seven  mackerel,  sixteen  chad,  six 
wrasse ;  on  Aug.  9,  seven  pollack,  seventeen  bream 
and  sploshers,  throe  bibs,  one  dogfish,  four 
mackerel.  Messrs.  Willis  Brothers  and  Boatman 
Barnes,  on  Aug.  8,  four  conger,  two  dorys,  one 
crawfish,  ten  chad,  three  pollack,  five  pouting.  On 
Aug.  8,  Messrs.  Hicks  and  Curnow,  with  Boatman 
W.  George,  seven  large  pollack,  one  dory  (61b  ), 
twelve  bream,  two  haddock,  sixty  sploshers ;  and 
in  the  evening  Mr.  Chudleigh  caught  fifteen  conger. 
Messrs.  Sellers,  McFadyean,  Hedger,  and  Richard.s, 
in  Captain  RoUeston's  yacht  Peaceful,  on  Aug.  10, 
sixteen  pollack  (average  3Jlb.),  six  bream,  one 
haddock,  thirty  chad,  two  mackerel,  one  cuckoo, 
two  scad ;  Boatmen  Craft  and  Barnes,  all  night 
fishing,  twenty  large  pollack,  ten  conger  (good  size). 
Messrs.  Bates  and  Wheeler,  B.S.A.S.,  and  Boatman 
Barnes,  jun.,  on  Aug.  6,  one  pollack  (lOJlb.),  catch 
81b.  mixed  fish  ;  on  Aug.  7,  one  dory  (.5^1b  ),  several 
conger  81b.  to  9lb.,  one  bream  (specimen  3Jlb.), 
catch  701b.  ;  on  Aug.  8,  nine  pollack  (largest  51b.), 
catch  701b. ;  on  Aug.  9,  ten  pollack,  one  crawfish 
(51b.),  one  coalfish  (18lb.,  on  hand-line),  lot  of  large 
bream,  catch  1101b.;  on  Aug.  10  (but  short  time), 
four  pollack,  one  crawfish  (l^\h.),  catch  40Ib. ;  on 
Aug.  11,  one  dory  (5Jlb.),  twelve  pollack  (largest 
6Jlb.).  mixed  bag  lOOIb.  Chad  very  numerous — Ln 
fact,  a  nuisance.  Rod  fishing  from  piers.  Moderate 
sport  with  pollack  and  chad;  some  mullet  also 
about.  Whiffing  and  drifting  with  lug  for  pollack 
moderate  catches. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth,. — We  have  been  favoured  in  the  west 
here  with  fine  weather  for  fishing.  There  have  been 
a  nice  breeze  and  smooth  sea  inside  the  bay. 
Mackerel  have  been  plentiful,  but  the  prices  have 
been  wicked.  There  was  a  lot  sold  on  Aug.  11  for 
fifteen  a  penny,  and  these  were  hawked  round  the 
streets  just  after  at  a  penny  each,  so  the  poor 
fisherman  that  toiled  to  catch  the  fish  did  not  get 
his  fair  proportion  for  the  fish.  Such  is  life  !  The 
large  pollack  are  still  being  caught  in  various  spots 
in  the  Sound — namely,  in  Firestone  Bay,  at  the 
back  of  the  island,  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of 
the  breakwater,  and  at  the  East  Winter  Buoy. 
The  bass  have  not  been  giving  such  good  sport 
during  the  week,  but  some  few  have  been  caught 
at  Penlee  Point  and  the  Rame  Head.  The  pouting 
fishing  is  still  in  full  swing  and  conger  at  night. — 
W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport  is  .being  had  at  bass,  pollack, 
bream,  and  gurnard. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Good  sport  is  being 
had  at  pollack,  gurnard,  bream,  scad,  mackerel, 
etc.,  the  best  takes  being  got  near  the  Hog  Head. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.  — The  past  week  has  been  exceed- 
ingly productive  for  anglers,  both  from  boat  and 
shore.  W.  Moggeridge  has  been  very  successful,  his 
catches  comprising  skate, dog-fish,  mackerel,  pollack, 
silver  whiting,  etc.  Mr.  Lewis,  B.S.A.S.,  who 
captured  a  lOlb.  lobster  here  last  summer, 
has  also  had  good  baskets,  comprising  a  5Jlb. 
bass,  taken  in  the  backwater,  and  a  large 
number  of  grey  mullet  from  1  lb.  to  l;^lb.  each. 
Grey  mullet  have  been  very  plentiful  here  lately, 
quite  a  lot  being  taken  from  the  Westham  Bridge, 
as  many  as  forty  rods  being  coimted  there  one 
morning.  On  Sunday,  E.  Haggett  and  two  other 
gentlemen  took  over  twelve  dozen  mackerel  between 
them  on  hook  and  line,  some  of  them  being  very 
fine  fish. — Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 

Weymouth  and  Dorset. — There  have  been  some 
good  catches  of  mullet  here  from  Westham  Bridge 
the  past  few  days.  On  Aug.  10  and  11,  Mr. 
Rowell,  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  Arnold,  9lb. ;  Mr.  Harper 
(Bath).  151b. ;  Mr.  Tiller,  12ilb. ;  Mr.  White,  9ilb.  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Scott,  lOlb.,  with  several  other  minor 
catches.  One  morning  there  were  fifty-two  rods  at 
work  on  this  bridge. — A.  C.  Rowell  (B.S.A.S.). 


BERKSHIRE  TROUT. 


This  is  a  pleasant  and  wholesome  fish,  as  whose 
feeding  is  pure  and  cleanly,  in  the  swiftest  streams 
and  on  the  hardest  gravell. 

Good  and  great  of  this  kind  are  foimd  in  the  River 
of  Kennett  nigh  Hungerford,  though  not  so  big  as 
that  which  Gesner  affirms  taken  in  the  Leman-lake 
being  three  cubits  in  length. 

They  are  in  their  perfection  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  yearly  decline  with  the  Buck. 

Being  come  to  his  full  growth,  he  decays  in 
goodness,  not  greatness,  and  thrives  in  his  head  till 
his  death. 

•  Note  by  the  way  that  an  liog  hack  and  little  head 
is  a  sign  that  any  fish  is  in  season. — Fuller's-'  Wor- 
thies of  England." 
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How  pleasant,  as  the  sun  declines,  to  view 
The  spacious  landscape  change  in  form  and  hue  ! 
Here  vanish,  as  in  mists,  before  a  flood 
Of  bright  obscurity,  hill,  lawn,  and  wood  ; 
^There,  objects,  by  the  searching  beams  betrayed, 
J^ome  forth,  and  here  retire  in  purple  shade  ; 
Even  the  white  stems  of  birch,  the  cottage  white. 
Soften  their  glare  before  the  mellow  light. 

— Wordsworth. 


Sea  Angling  "  Festivals  "  and  competitions  are 
becoming  universally  popular.  One  to  be  held 
to-day  is  at 

Southend-on-Sea. 
As  amiounced  last  week,  the  competition  com- 
mences to-day  (Satiu-day),  Aug.  18,  and  will  be 
continued  on  Aug.  19  and  20.  This  event  is  open 
to  all  England,  and  prizes  to  the  value  of  £100  are 
offered.  The  fishing  is  from  boats  and  pier,  and  the 
hon.  secretaries,  Messrs.  Howard  and  Hawkes,  of 
156,  Hamlet  Court  Road,  will  act  as  guides,  pliilo- 
sophers,  and  friends  to  those  sea  anglers  who  are 
able  to  participate  in,this  always  enjoyable  "  outing." 

*  *  *  * 
Then  follows  the 

Weymouth  and  Dorset. 
The  annual  Boat  and  Foresliore  Competitions  for 
valuable  prizes  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Friday,  Aug.  22,  23,  and  24.  Weymouth 
is  a  delightful  place,  and  every  facility  is  offered  to 
visitors  in  reduced  railway  fares  and  many  other 
ways  to  make  the  "  Festival "  another  success. 
Entries  close  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  20.  Tlie 
Mayor  of  Weymouth  will  distribute  the  prizes  at 
a  smoking  concert  on  Friday  evening,  Aug.  24,  at 
8.45.  For  entry  forms  and  all  particulars,  apply  at 
once  to  Alfred  G.  Rowell,  hon.  sec,  Southview-road, 
Weymouth. 

*  *  *  * 

Following  closely  upon  the  Weymouth  carnival 
(Sept.  8,  9,  and  10)  comes  the 

Hastings  and  St.  Leonards. 
Tlie  large  number  of  rules  and  regulations 
(although,  by  the  way,  every  item  is  well  thought 
out  by  a  committee  of  experts)  governing  the  com- 
petitions from  boats  and  the  two  handsome  piers, 
of  which  the  town  is  so  justly  proud,  would  occupy 
too  much  space  to  give  in  extenso.  The  weights  of 
fiah  eligible  for  prizes  are  commendably  high,  and 
every  angler  who  sends  in  his  name  in  time  will  be 
in  possession  of  every  particular  when  the  stewards 
see  them  to  their  allotted  places.  There  is  one 
thing  I  may  impress  upon  intending  competitors, 
and  that  is  to  note  that  entries  close  on  Wednesday, 
Sept.  5  {See  advt.  on  p.  iv.)- 

*  *  *  * 

Just  a  few  more  words.  The  boats  will  start  and 
land  at  the  harbour.  Stewards  have  been  appointed 
— and  they'll  have  some  work  to  do.  The  prizes 
number  over  fifty,  in  addition  to  trophies.  The 
prizes  will  be  distributed  in  the  Assembly  Room  of 
the  Castle  Hotel,  by  Mr.  Harvey  du  Cros,  M.P., 
and  Host  Boyce  will  do  his  level  best  to  make 
everyone  happy  and  comfortable. 

*  *  *  * 
Then  we  have  the 

Great  Yarmouth  Festival, 
which  takes  place  on  September  26,  27,  28,  29, 
and  30,  and  October  1,  and  promises  to  be  a  great 
success.  Prizes  to  the  value  of  £65  will  be  fished 
for.  Entry  forms  and  conditions  may  be  obtained 
of  Captain  S.  Graystone,  38,  Crown-road,  Great 
Yarmouth.  For  complete  programme  see  advt. 
on  p.  ix. 

*  *  *  * 
Following  the  above  comes  the 

Ramsgate  and  District 
Sea  Festival,  the  dates  being  Oct.  4,  5,  and  6,  of 
which  more  anon. 

*  *  *  * 

And  last,  but  not  least,  something  "on  "  nearly 
every  day  in  the  fishy  month  of  November  in 
connection  with  the 

Deal  Competition. 

But  wo  can  afford  to  wait  a  little  longer  before 
we  publish  the  particulars.  That  the  weather  may 
be  propitious  is  my  fervent  hope — no  postponements 
and  no  disappointments. 


Me.  W.  Cubbon  (B.S.A.S.  agent  at  Ramsay) 
sends  the  following  particulars  of  a  catch  of  fish 
at  Ramsay,  Isle  of  Man,  on  Aug.  8,  by  Mr.  W. 
Adams  (of  Birmingham),  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
— twenty-three  sea-bream,  661b.  9oz.  ;  eleven 
conger,  1131b.  4oz.  ;  five  mackerel,  61b.  12oz.  ; 
one  skate,  121b.  8oz.  ;    three  gurnet,  41b.  12oz.  ; 


two  cod,  241b.  12oz.  ;  and  one  killick  of  21b.— total 
number  of  fish,  forty-six  ;  total  weight,  2321b.  loz. 
[Nice  take  for  one  man  (the  first  man)  in  one  day 
h-om  the  Isle  of  Man  !    But  what  is  a  killick  ?] 


How  to  Open  Oysters. 
"  Talk  of  opening  oysters,"  said  Old  Hurricane, 
"  why  nothing  is  easier,  if  you  only  Icnow  how." 
"  ^^o'^'s  how  ?  "  inquired  Starlight.  "  Scotch 
snuff,"  answered  Old  Hurricane,  very  sententiously. 
"  Scotch  smrff,  my  boy.  Bring  a  little  of  it  ever  so 
near  their  noses  and  they'll  sneeze  their  lids  off." 
"  I  know  a  genius,"  observed  Meister  Karl,  "  who 
has  a  better  plan  than  that.  He  spreads  the  oysters 
in  a  circle,  seats  himself  in  the  centre,  and  begins 
spimiing  a  yarn.  Sometimes  it's  an  adventure  in 
Mexico,  sometimes  a  legend  of  his  loves,  sometimes 
a  marvellous  stock  operation.  As  he  proceeds  the 
'  natives  '  get  interested  ;  one  by  one  they  gape  with 
astonishment  at  the  tremendous  and  direful  termino- 
logical inexactitudes  which  are  poured  forth.  Then, 
as  tliey  open  their  mouths,  my  friend  whips  'em  out, 
peppers  'em  and  swallows  'em."  "  That'll  do,"  said 
Starlight,  with  a  long  sigh  ;  "  I  wish  we  had  a 
bushel  of  'em  here  now — they'd  open  easy  !  " 


Odds  and  Ends. 
Trout  do  not  often  take  a  worm  freely  till  they 
are  satiated  with  sm-face  food  ;  and  this  seldom 
happens  until  the  May  Flies  are  off  the  water,  or 
at  a  time  varying  from  the  beginning  of  June  to 
the  beginning  of  July. 

*  *  *  * 

When  the  water  is  coloured  worms  will  generally 
be  found  most  enticing  if  newly  taken  from  the 
earth,  as  in  such  circumstances  trout  are  guided 
to  them  more  by  scent  than  sight,  and  a  newly-dug 
worm  has  a  stronger  smell  than  a  long-kept  one. 

***** 

Creepers  are  to  be  found  in  the  rivers  all  the 
wmter,  but  it  is  not  till  April  that  they  merit  the 
attention  of  the  angler.  Then  they  vary  in  length 
from  |in.  to  IJin.,  are  covered  with  a  thin  brown 
shell  mottled  yellow  and  black,  have  numerous 
legs,  and  are  upon  the  whole  the  most  venomous- 
looking  insects  that  the  angler  in  pursuit  of  his 
vocation  encounters.  They  are  to  be  found  plenti- 
fully about  the  shallow  parts  of  the  water  under 
stones,  but  run  so  quickly  that  it  requires  some 
dexterity  to  catch  them,  as,  unless  the  water  is 
quite  still,  it  is  difficult  to  see  them  distinctly. 

*  *  *  * 

About  the  middle  of  May  (the  time  varying 
according  to  the  season)  the  creeper  leaves  the  water 
where  it  has  hitherto  had  its  dwelling,  and  crawls 
on  to  the  dry  stones,  where  it  casts  its  shell  and 
assumes  the  winged  state.  The  full-grown  flies 
are  generally  about  lin.  in  length,  and  have  large 
wings,  which  lie  flat  on  the  back,  but  seem  of  little 
use,  as  they  invariably  trust  to  their  legs  for  safety. 
They  are  of  a  brownish  colour,  with  a  yellow  tinge 
on  the  belly,  and  the  wings  are  veined  and  almost 
transparent. 


A  group  of  anglers  were  trading  yarns  on  the 
subject  of  hospitality,  when  one,  a  little  Virginian 
with  humorous  eyes  and  a  delightful  drawl,  took 
up  his  parable  thus  :  "I  was  down  in  Louisiana  last 
month  travellin'  cross  country  with  S.  J.  Carey, 
when  we  kinder  got  lost  in  a  mighty  lonesome  sort 
of  road  just  about  dark.  We  rode  along  a  right 
good  piece  after  sundown,  and  when  we  saw  a  light 
ahead,  I  tell  you  it  looked  first-rate.  We  drove 
up  to  the  light,  finding  'twas  a  house,  and  when  I 
hollered  like  a  lost  calf  the  man  came  out,  and  we 
asked  him  to  take  us  in  for  the  night.  He  looked 
at  us  rnighty  hard,  then  said,  '  Wal,  I  reckon  I  kin 
stand  it  if  you  kin.'  So  we  unhitched,  went  in, 
and  found  'twas  only  a  two-room  shanty  and  just 
swarmin'  with  children.  He  had  six,  from  four  to 
eleven  years  old,  and  as  there  didn't  seem  to  be 
but  one  bed,  me  an'  Stony  was  wonderin'  what  in 
thunder  would  become  of  us. 

*  »  *  * 

"  They  gave  us  supper,  good  hog  and  hominy, 
the  best  they  had,  and  then  the  old  woman  put 
the  two  youngest  kids  to  bed.  They  went  straight 
to  sleep.  Then  she  took  those  out,  laid  them  over 
in  the  corner,  put  the  next  two  to  bed,  and  so  on. 
After  ail  the  children  were  asleep  on  the  floor  the 
old  folk  went  in  the  other  room  and  told  us  we  could 
go  to  bed  if  we  wanted  to,  and  bein'  powerful  tired 
out  we  did.  Well,  sir,  the  next  morning  when  we 
woke  up  we  were  lying  over  in  the  corner  with  the 
kids,  and  the  old  man  and  the  old  woman  had 
the  bed." — Lippincotf  s  Magazine. 


The  largest  land-locked  salmon  ever  taken  in 
northern  Maine  waters  was  caught  recently  by  a 
resident  of  Bath,  Me.  It  weighed  141b.  13oz.  It 
took  two  hours  to  land  him  with  hook  and  line. 


Fishing  in  tlie  Redditch  Club  water  below  Cleeve 
Mill,  near  Salford  Priors,  recently,  Mr.  C.  Walton 
captured,  among  other  nice  fish,  a  bream  of  5Jlb. 
It  was  taken  on  one  of  Messrs.  Allcock's  4x  bro'wn 
drawn  gut  casts  and  a  No.  11  Mackenzie  hook. 


An  Arctic  Missionary. 
Our  little  settlement  consists  of  a  church,  a 
hospital,  and  two  dwelling  houses — one  for  the  two 
traders  and  one  for  my  colleague  and  myself.  These 
are,  of  course,  all  of  the  rudest  description,  being 
fashioned  out  of  materials  shipped  from  home.  Our 
earliest  church  was  made  of  sealskins,  but  had  to  be 
replaced  by  a  wooden  structure,  as  it  was  devoured 
by  the  dogs.— An  "  Arctic  Missionary  "  in  London 
Post. 


"  The  Mick  "  has  a  five-year-old  son,  named 
Bryan.  "  Like  father  like  son  "  ;  and  Bryan  was 
caught  stealthily  leaving  the  house  at  5.30  in  the 
morning,  before  "  The  Mick  "  was  awake.  Mother 
heard  the  door  bang,  and  brought  Brvan  back.  She 
told  him  that  if  he  went  to  the  Clap'ham  Ponds  by 
himself  he  would  be  lost  for  sure,  but  he  said,  "  I 
don't  care  if  I  am  lost,  for  I  know  my  way  home." 


Divers  Beneath  a  Cathedral. 
The  employment  of  divers  in  underpinning  a 
cathedral  is  surely  a  novelty  in  England,  says  the 
Building  World.  Winchester  Cathedral  is  built  on 
waterlogged  foundations,  and  the  fabric  had  sunk 
to  such  an  extent  that  underpinning  became  neces- 
sary. This  work  was  begun  by  pumping  the  water 
out  of  the  foundations,  and  while  this  did  not  cause 
any  harm,  it  was  found  to  be  totally  inadequate. 
It  having  been  decided  to  remove  the  peat  upon 
which  the  east  end  of  the  building  rests,  and  to  sub- 
stitute for  it  what  will  be  a  rock  of  concrete  and  bags 
of  cement,  the  only  method  by  which  this  could  be 
accomplished  was  by  means  of  divers.  Two  of  the 
best  in  the  kingdom  were  procured,  and  these  are 
now  working  in  four-hour  shifts.  They  are  working 
in  I5ft.  of  water,  on  their  backs  or  their  sides,  and 
the  building  has  been  successfully  underpinned  at 
three  or  four  different  points. 


Messrs.  Wreath,  Stephens,  and  Hudson,  of 
the  Robin  Hood  Club,  Leeds,  on  Aug.  8,  captured 
501b  lOoz.  of  very  nice  roach.  They  were  taken  in 
the  Glen,  at  Surfleet,  near  Spalding. 


Sea  Lion  in  Bath  Tub. 
"  Gimme  a  revolver,  gimme  a  shotgun  !  "  shouted 
"Tom,"  a  window  washer,  as  he  dashed  up  to 
Clerk  McHenry  in  the  Victoria  Hotel  recently, 
his  eyes  looking  like  china  ne-t  eggs.  "  There's  a 
horrid-lookin'  inseck  in  the  bath  tub  in  999 — a  tiger 
or  a  sea  serpent  or  something."  Clerk  McHenry, 
aroused,  led  a  procession  to  the  room.  From  bahind 
the  bathroom  door  came  the  sound  of  splashing  and 
grunting.  As  the  timid  group  stood  there,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Moeller.  of  Santa  Barbara,  Cal.,  occupants 
of  the  room,  brushed  by,  and  the  woman  flew  for  the 
bathroom.  The  amazed  spectators  saw  Mrs.  Moeller 
lift  a  weird-looking  creature  with  long  whiskers  and 
shining  body  from  the  tub  and  begin  to  pet  it. 
Then  she  turned  and  laughed.  "  Isn't  he  pretty  ?  " 
she  said.  "  You  see,  we've  got  a  carload  of  them — 
bigger  ones,  though.  We're  going  East  with  them. 
There  are  fifty  big  ones  and  this  little  baby." 
"That's  all  right,"  commented  Clerk  McHenry, 
"  but  what  is  it  ?  "  "A  sea  lion,  of  course," 
answered  Mrs.  Moeller,  and  the  investigators  faded. 
—  Chicago  Record-Herald. 


Red  Tape  Dispensed  With. 
Directness  and  simplicity  are  found  in  the 
Canadian  law  courts,  says  the  Penny  Magazine. 
A  magistrate  will  not  disdain  to  call  out  the  names 
of  prisoners  and  administer  the  oath  himself  to  save 
time.  There  is  no  red  tape.  Not  long  ago  a  Cana- 
dian magistrate,  after  disposing  of  forty  cases  in  as 
many  minutes,  explained  to  a  visitor  that  his  quick- 
ness was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  he  never 
allowed  a  point  of  law  to  be  raised,  his  court  being 
a  court  of  justice  and  not  of  law  !  "  Not  long  ago," 
said  he,  "  a  young  attorney  wanted  to  quote  law 
against  me — he  wanted  to  quote  Matthews.  '  Well,' 
said  I.  '  Matthews  may  be  a  great  authority  on  law, 
but  I  guess  he  hasn't  got  as  much  authority  in  this 
court  as  I  have.  Your  client  will  go  to  prison  for 
six  months.'  " 


The  employes  of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of 
South  Molton-street,  W.,  and  St.  John-street,  E.G., 
wiU  have  their  annual  "  outing  "  to  Broxbourne, 
on  Aug.  19.  An  enjoyable  time  is  anticipated.  At 
the  banquet  the  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  Frank 
Clay,  and  his  vis-d-vis  will  be 

Dbaqket. 
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For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TRODT  TACKLE 


WALBRAN'S 

NEW  SUPPLEMENTARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1906 

IS  NOW  BEADY, 

Send  name  and  address,  stating  if  you  also  want  the 
I  larger  one  for  last  year. 


AZSO  JUST  PUBLISHED. 


OUR  "MULTIPLE"  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD,     "ANGLING  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED' 

ork  grip,  2  tops,  double  brazed.  3  ioints.  madP,  from  finnct  o,i»nt„ri  i„.„^,.^  I  v»  UAA-fXJAV  X  11  J-IXJX/ 


n .  ^  P'  .  '"K^'  double  brazed,  3  joints,  made  from  finest  selected  canes,  bronzed 
^n/  "i'o^'-  .,?°™P'^'<^:  9        25/-;  10  ft.,  26/.;  11  ft.,  27/-;  12  ft.,  27/6;  13  ft. 

ao/-,  14  tt.,  32/-.   Ihese  Rods  are  made  suitable  for  fly,  Minnow,  or  Worm. 


An  up-to-date  guide  to  both  sea  and  freshwater  fishing 
in  the  N.E.  Country,  written  by  F.  G-.  Aflalo  and  Francis 
M.  Walbran.      Full  lists  of  suitable  Flies,  Baits,  &c. 

OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE,"|^"''        p^'*  ^'^^ 

WRITE  FOR   THE  ABOVE  TO-DAY. 
IT  WILL  PAY  YOU  TO  DO  SO. 


^  J  throughout,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings,  tenoned,  well  finished  : 

^„n«rinr  fl<T/n  '  8/6  5  12  ft.,  9/6.    "BEST  VALUE  IN  THE  MARKET."  Double  brazed 

superior  fittings;  2  tops,  9  ft.,  11/6;  10  ft.,  12/-;  11  ft.,  12/6;  12  ft.,  13/6 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Rangre,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


ONLT  ADDRESS: 


lA/ADPDQ     Trousers,  22/6  to  30/ 
"'^■^^■■•^f  pair  Guaranteed. 

RROOLI^Q    Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
*      ^  W  fc-NJj        fortable  Brogue  made,  25/-. 

See  oup  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURT0N^ng'!eMfR%7ort, 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


I  General  Manager, 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN. 


Telegrams : 

"  Halcyon,  Leeds." 


In  HANDSOME  CLOTH.  Gilt  Top,   Price  3/6  net:  or  in 
LIMP  LEATHER,  Gilt,  5/-  net. 


FISHING    for    PLEASURE  and 


PATCHING    IT,    by  THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER, 


has  been  most  favourably  reviewed  in  the 
following,  being  the  best  and  leading  literary 


and  general  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  and 
America  :— 

THE  TIMES-SPECTA TOR-A THEM/EUM-CUARDIAN  PUNCH 
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Pfoviuelal  flfigUng  ]iotes 

mutt  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  within  the  last  few  days  had  some  very- 
agreeable  changes  in  the  weather.  It  has  been 
considerably  cooler,  with  a  nice  breeze,  and  we 
have  had  some  very  nice  showers,  which  have 
done  much  to  freshen  up  our  local  waters  and  to 
greatly  improve  sport  all  round.  Our  rivers  are 
still  low.  Bream  fishing  on  the  Avon  has  been  good, 
and  I  am  plecksed  to  say  that  the  recent  pollution  has 
not  affected  the  St.  Stephen's  Club  water,  which 
is  at  Luddington,  below  where  the  river  was  pol- 
luted, as  some  of  the  members  of  the  club  visited  the 
water  a  few  days  after  the  occurrence  took  place 
and  had  some  good  sport,  taking  roach  over  1  lb. 
each  and  bream  up  to  41b.  each ;  this  is  welcome 
news,  as  from  this  it  appears  that  the  des- 
truction of  fish  took  place  in  a  limited 
space.  Roach  ar«  being  taken  at  Twyning 
Fleet.  The  Trent  is  low  but  sport  has  been 
good  in  the  evenings.  Some  good  chub  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly.  The  roach  on  this  river  are 
getting  very  partial  to  stewed  wheat,  and  gentles 
have  been  the  means  of  securing  some  good 
dace.  Barbel  fishing  has  commenced,  and  some 
few  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Alrewas  district. 
As  usual,  the  Severn  has  received  a  full  share  of 
attention ;  chub,  roach,  and  dace  have  been  taken, 
but  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
has  been  done.  A  subscriber  to  the  Whitacre 
Reservoir  has  had  over  two  hundred  and 
fifty  perch  from  this  water  this  season,  all 
good  fish,  and  taken  with  a  small  fly.  Pool 
fishing  on  the  whole  has  been  good.  Sutton 
Park  pools  have  yielded  some  good  roach  and 
perch  since  the  holidays.  The  canals  near  to 
Birmingham  have  been  extremely  well  patronised. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  would  almost  be  impossible  to  mention  any 
water  in  the  Fen  district  that  has  fished  indiffer- 
ently during  the  past  week ;  in  fact,  so  far  eis  roach 
fishing  is  concerned,  the  sport  has  been  quite  of  the 
best.  Bream  fishing  has  also  shown  a  marked 
improvement,  and  the  fish  in  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  the  Witham  have  at  times  been  feeding 
ravenously.  Baskets  of  bream  have  been  creeled 
at  a  single  sitting  weighing  as  much  as  four  and 
five  stone  per  rod.  Some  of  the  bream  killed  in 
the  Dogdyke  district  have  been  of  great  size — one 
or  two  scaling  up  to  6|^lb.  All  the  best  roach — and 
many  good  ones  havs  been  killed  weighing  up  to 
l^lb. — have  fallen  to  creed  wheat,  which  is  by  far 
the  most  attractive  bait  for  the  red  fins.  Although 
the  weather  has  been  somewhat  broken  and  there 
have  been  occasional  rainstorms  there  has  been 
little  or  no  falling  off  in  the  number  of  rods  at 
work. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  is  now  in  the  beat  of  condition 
and  in  the  tidal  waters  some  nice  catches  of 
roach  are  being  made.  At  Wilfholme  one  angler 
with  pearl  barley  had  a  very  good  basket  of 
perch,  scaling  about  101b.,  his  best  fish  being  l^lb. 
Messrs.  Barber,  Marling  and  King  have  also  been 
getting  some  nice  catches  of  bream  up  Beverley 
Beck  end,  Mr.  Barber  one  day  securing  in  fine 
fishing  with  maggot  about  101b.,  best  fish  going 
well  on  to  31b.  Mr.  J.  Cbeeseman  has  also  done 
well  in  the  lower  waters  with  paste.  The  Driffield 
Canal  is  also  now  in  good  trim  and  full  of  fish,  pearl 
barley  and  paste  being  very  killing  baits  at  present. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  also  fairly  good,  but 
the  fish  are  running  exceptionally  small  just  now. 
The  North  Myton  A. A.  fished  a  match  at  Newport 
on  August  II,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  winning  first 
prize  with  9lb.  odd  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker  second 
with  81b.  14Joz.  The  West  Hull  Angling  Associa- 
tion visited  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  River  Ludd,  on 
Aug.  14,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  A.  Cutkin  taking 
first  prize  with  over  91b.  of  nice  roach,  Mr.  Geo. 
Cheeseman  coming  in  second. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Heavy  rains  have  kept  the  streams  in  almost 
continuous  flood.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  last 
week  some  nice  sea  -  fish  were  creeled.  Lord 
Hampden's  party,  who  are  fishing  the  Leven's  Hall 
waters  (Kent),  are  picking  up  fish  every  day. 
Higher  up  the  streams  on  the  "  Waste,"  Mr.  Gifford 
Bland  killed  two  good  sea-trout  on  Aug.  9,  3^1b. 
and  2^1b.  respectively.  On  the  same  water, 
on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Curwen  had  half  a  dozen 
which  included  four  2-pounder8,  and  Mr.  Bowness 
Wright  took  one  or  two  the  same  evening.  So  far 
but  one  salmon  has  been  killed  with  the  rod  on  the 


Kent,  but  the  River  Leven  is  doing  much 
better  amongst  the  heavy  fish — one  gentle- 
man taking  three  in  one  day  last  week. 
On  Monday  the  streams  were  in  flood.  On  the 
Kent,  Mr.  James  Kellett  killed  fourteen  good  fish, 
Mr.  Millburn  a  dozen,  and  Mr.  R.  Curwen  had  a 
nice  pannier  which  included  a  pounder.  On  the 
Mint,  Spruit,  Hutton,  and  Stainton  becks  anglers 
were  plentiful,  and  most  of  them  made  nice  little 
fishing  running  up  to  a  oouple  of  dozen  trout  per 
rod. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

After  a  heavy  water,  the  Bollin,  on  August  15, 
was  in  first-rate  condition.  Heavy  waters  in  the 
Lune  have  militated  against  sport  in  the  lower 
reaches,  but  in  the  higher  reaches  and  tributaries 
several  decent  catches  of  trout  are  recorded. 
Nothing  of  interest  from  th«  Ribble  and  Wyre.  It 
appears  that  South  Lancashire  rods  did  well  in 
North  Wales  during  the  holidays,  and  the  few  who 
went  Northwich  way  appear  satisfied.  There  is  to 
be  an  All-England  open  fishing  contest  at  Worsley 
on  Aug.  25,  promoted  by  Walter  Bumby,  the  re- 
nowned footballer.  A  few  county  rods  report 
favourably  of  a  visit  to  Glasson  Dock,  and  intend 
going  again.  The  Stockport  County  Anglers  have 
secured  some  additional  good  trout  waters. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  uncertain  weather  of  the  past  week 
or  ten  days  has  checked  the  enthusiasm  of 
our  city  rods.  Those  at  distant  waters  are 
writing  home  and  recording  sport  of  only  an 
average  character.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had 
a  two  days'  contest  last  week-end,  and  success- 
fully disposed  of  their  championship  competition 
in  the  second  stage.  Mr.  W.  Taylor  headed 
the  list  with,21b.  15oz.  15dr.  and  the  next  six  men 
exceeded  18oz.  They  have  decided  to  heavily  stock 
the  club's  waters  immediately  the  weather  permits. 
The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  held  a  contest 
in  their  private  water  on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  J.  W.  Shaw 
securing  premier  honours.  The  Sherwood  A.S. 
obtained  good  sport  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
Mr.  W.  Lee  getting  first  place. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  heavy  showers  of  rain  and  more 
would  do  considerable  good  from  a  fishing  point  of 
view.  The  Trent  is  extraordinarily  low  and  clear, 
and  barbel  are  evidently  seeking  deeper  channels. 
Several  very  choice  fish  have  been  caught  with  the 
worm.  Mr.  A.  Robinson  had  one  of  6 Jib.  from 
Averham  Weirs,  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  one  of  6Jlb. 
from  Stoke.  Matters  are  quiet  at  Shardlow,  though 
the  visitors  have  fared  well  amongst  roach  with 
creed  wheat.  Capital  takes  have  been  effected  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  and  Mr.  E. 
Charlton.  Sport  amongst  roach  seems  to  have 
improved  at  Weston  and  King's  Mills.  Wasp 
grubs  have  accounted  for  chub  and  eels  on  the 
Fiskerton,  Hazleford,  and  Kelham  sections,  and 
gentles  have  been  used  with  marked  success 
amongst  roach  and  dace  in  the  deep  swims  adjoining 
Sneinton  Meadows.  Barbel  have  been  met  with  at 
Wilford,  where,  for  certain  reasons,  a  surprise  visit 
should  be  paid  by  the  travelling  inspector  of  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  from  ani  angler's  point  of  view  has 
been  very  favourable,  the  sky  frequently  obscured, 
and  occasional  showers  interspersed  with  warm 
sunshine.  The  rivers  are  all  very  low  and  fine, 
but  of  an  unpleasant  tint,  and  the  fish  have 
not  been  sporting  well,  the  fly  fisherman 
getting  the  best  of  the  sport.  Some  very  fair 
baskets  of  grayling  and  dace  have  been  caught  in 
the  Teme,  but  very  few  trout ;  some  very  flne  chub 
have  also  been  taken  in  this  river.  Sport  on  the 
Severn  has  not  been  brisk,  still  some  fine  creels 
of  roach  and  dace  have  been  brought  home, 
but  not  equal  to  those  of  the  previous  few 
weeks,  nor  have  so  many  ■  rods  been  out. 
Roach  and  bream  have  given  fair  sport  on  the  Avon, 
and  the  fish  have  been  large,  but  not  numerous. 
The  water  is  very  stale,  and  a  heavy  rain  would 
benefit  all  the  rivers  and  give  the  angler  joy. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  local  matches  came  off  on  August  1 1 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  York.  There  was  a  good 
muster  at  Wheldrake  of  members  of  the  Yorkshire 
Herald  Angling  Club  on  the  occasion  of  the 
third  match  this  season.  Fishing  took  place 
in  the  Derwent,  opposite  Thicket  Priory 
Park,  the  water  being  in  fine  condition. 
The  weather,  too,  being  fairly  settled,  there 
was  little  to  be  desired.     Much  interest  centred 


in  the  match  by  reason  of  the  annual  competitioa 
for  the  silver  cup  presented  to  the  club  by  Captaia 
Brown,  of  London,  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Shannon,  of  York. 
The  sport  lasted  a  little  over  three  hours,  Mr.  0. 
Wardle  proving  the  winner  with  31b.  7oz.,  consisting 
chiefiy  of  roach  and  dace.  The  total  weight  of 
fish  caught  was  241b.  lOfoz.  This  is  the  second 
time  he  has  held  the  trophy,  which,  it  should  be 
explained,  is  only  held  by  the  winner  for  a  year 
and  cannot  be  won  outright.  Mr.  Wardle  was 
handed  the  cup  at  the  meal  which  was  served  at 
the  Wenlock  Arms  Hotel  after  the  weigh-in. 
Every  man  had  something  to  show  at  the 
scales.  Messrs.  E.  Foote,  21b.  9Joz. ;  E. 
Simpson,  21b.  6oz.  ;  R.  Mennell,  2lb.  3oz.  ; 
A.  Fenton,  21b.  loz. ;  W.  Stembridge,  1  lb.  14£oz. ; 
J.  Armitage,  1  lb.  12oz. ;  J.  Procter,  J.  Robson, 
M.  Watson,  T.  Armstrong,  R.  Oglesby,  J.  White, 
W.  J.  Davidson,  E.  Herbert,  T.  Mason,  H. 
Simpson,  J.  Wyrill,  Q.  Worth,  A.  Wyrill,  and 
H.  Williams  were  prize-winners.  The  Leeman 
Road  Working  Men's  A.A.  held  their  annual 
open  sweepstakes  at  Newton-on-Ouse,  when  the 
water  was  in  good  condition,  and  a  very  good  kill 
resulted.  All  the  twenty-nine  competitors  caught 
fish,  the  biggest  take  falling  to  Mr.  J.  Parker, 
31b.  7|oz.  The  Navigation  A.C.  fished  their  final 
match  of  the  season  at  Elvington.  Sporty  was 
very  tame.  The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  Angling 
Society  tried  the  club  waters  at  Sutton- on- 
Derwent  on  the  occasion  of  their  second  match,  and 
enjoyed  about  four  hours'  fishing. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  angling 
since  last  notes,  and  sport  has  been  below  the 
mark.  It  is  expected  that  good  sport  will  follow 
when  the  waters  settle  down.  Sea-trout  fishing  up 
to  Aug.  8  afforded  good  sport,  but  since  sport  has 
dropped  off  a  good  deal.  Sea  angling  is  now 
eiving  good  sport  at  various  fish  at  Waterville, 
Valentia,  Ballyeotton,  Crosshaven,  Castletown 
Bere,  Baltimore,  Dingle,  and  at  several  places  along 
the  Clare,  Galway,  and  Donegal  coasts.  Cases  of 
poaching  or  illegal  fishing  continue  to  crop  up.  At 
the  last  Castleconnell  Petty  Sessions  a  man  named 
Peter  Sullivan  was  fined  £2  and  £  1  costs  for  fishing 
for  salmon  without  being  duly  licensed. 

NoKTH  OF  Ireland. 
Flax  pulling  is  now  in  full  swing  over  the  province. 
The  Erne  was  partially  fiooded  this  week,  and  the 
tributaries  were  in  much  better  order.  All  the 
same,  the  returns  in  the  Ballyshannon  and  the 
Belleek  areas  seem  to  be  below  the  usual  standard, 
not  only  as  regards  salmon  fishing  but  also  trout 
fishing.  Indeed,  the  latter  is  practically  over.  Last 
August  and  September  great  runs  of  salmon  took 
place,  and  the  sport  which  ensued  compensated  in 
a  measure  for  the  comparatively  poor  spring  fishing. 
Sport  is  dull  on  the  lakes. 


CASTING  COMPETITION  AT 
KEGWORTH. 


In  conjunction  with  the  sports  held  at  the  Horti- 
cultural Show  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  8,  in  the  Manor 
Grounds,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  J. P.,  kindly  offered 
six  valuable  prizes  and  a  gold  medal  in  an  open 
competition  for  casting  the  float  in  two  sections — • 
namely,  "  any  style  "  and  "  the  Trent  style."  As 
this  was  an  entirely  new  feature  as  far  as  Kegworth 
was  concerned,  great  interest  was  taken  in  this 
special  attraction,  and  everything  passed  off  most 
satisfactorily. 

Mr.  Wallis  acted  as  judge,  and  was  ably  assisted 
by  Mr.  A.  Hughes  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Woolley,  well- 
known  members  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society. 

RESULT. 
Casting  any  Style. 

1.  H.  Fairbrother,  Long  Eaton. 

2.  B.  Bostock,  Kegworth. 

3.  F.  Wall,  Sawley. 

"  Trent  "  ob  "  Shardlow  "  Style. 

1.  (Winner  of  gold  medal),  E.  Bailey,  Nottingham. 

2.  E.  Bostock,  Kegworth. 

Consolation  Prizes. 

E.  Lord  and  B.  Frosdick,  Kegworth. 

At  the  close  of  the  competition,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Morris,  the  amateur  and  pro- 
fessional champions,  gave  an  exhibition  of  easting 
which  will  long  be  remembered  by  the  large  con- 
course of  spectators  present.  W.  P.  W. 


"Who's  there  ?  "  asked  a  voice  in  the  darkness. 
'*  Mr.  Carr,"  was  the  reply.  "  Well,"  said  the  voice 
as  the  window  banged  shut,  ' '  what  do  I  care  if  you 
missed  a  car  ?  Why  don't  you  walk,  and  not  wake 
up  people  to  tell  them  about  it  ?  " — Pittsburg  Press. 
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Woic5  from  l^c  Woxt^» 


The  King  and  Queen  of  Spain  have  been  spending 
the  past  few  days  with  Lord  and  Lady  Leith  of 
Fyvie  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Queen's  birth- 
place, Bahnoral  Castle,  where  she  was  born  some 
nineteen  years  ago. 


Colter  House  with  its  shootings  and  famous 
back-end  salmon  fishings  has  been  let  to  Sir  Arthur 
Kekewich,  London,  for  the  season.  After  the  nets 
are  off  the  fishing  is  about  as  good  as  any  of  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Dee. 


Since  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the 
Don  fishing  ceise,  the  Messrs.  Pirie  have  been  making 
strenuous  efiorts  to  meet  the  decision  in  the  true 
spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  powers  that  be  ;  and  have 
been  laying  down  electric  plant  that  wiU  meet  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  so  conserve  the  full 
flow  of  water  to  the  river  as  it  was  prior  to  1882. 


Mr.  Wm.  B.  Mackay,  a  young  Aberdeen  angler, 
had  a  magnificent  basket  of  brown  trout  on  the 
Pitmedden  Don  water,  on  Aug.  10,  heaviest  21b. 
Messrs.  Burberry,  on  the  Parkhill  water,  had  ten 
brace  on  Aug.  8,  fishing  the  Corbie  Loch.  They 
have  not  been  very  successful  on  the  Don  itself. 


The  netting  season  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
trout  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  closes  on  Aug.  26. 

Mr.  Greorge  Coats,  Mrs.  Coats,  and  family  are  now 
at  Glentana  for  the  season. 


The  King  comes  to  Balmoral  on  Sept.  17,  but 
the  Queen  and  Court  will  in  all  likelihood  be  there 
in  the  course  of  a  week  or  two. 


The  "Twelfth"  has  come  and  gone.  After  a 
night  of  heavy  rains  the  day  broke  dull  and  cheer- 
less on  Deeside,  Donside,  and  the  north  generally, 
and  few  sportsmen  were  out  on  the  opening  day. 
There  is  a  scarcity  of  young  birds,  and  all  over  the 
season  is  bound  to  be  a  poor  one.  Driving  will 
commence  at  once. 


On  the  Ythan  estuary  at  Newburgh  last  week, 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Martin,  London  ;  RocMey,  Notting- 
ham ;  Evans,  Wharton,  were  getting  from  fifteen 
to  thirty-five  sea-trout. 

Mrs.  Dr.  Abbot  Anderson,  Lilybank,  Braemar, 
fishing  on  the  Upper  Invercauld  waters  on  Aug.  10, 
landed  a  beautiful  salmon  weighing  71b.  with  a 
plate  attached  to  the  back  fin  with  "  1894  B." 
This  is  the  first  of  the  kelt  grilse  marked  by  Inspector 
Duncan  in  the  early  spring. 


The  autumn  prospects  were  seldom  better.  It  is 
ten  years  since  the  floods  came  so  propitious  and 
at  such  an  early  date,  and  it  is  just  that  time  since 
we  had  what  might  be  called  a  rattling  downright 
good  back-end.  Special  Scotch. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglo-Fbench  Piscatobials. 
Mr.  Isaacs  presided  at  the  last  meeting,  when 
several  letters  were  answered  respecting  the  com- 
petition at  Ballancourt  on  Sept.  23.  The  successful 
anglers  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams,  some  fine 
roach  from  Boxmoor ;  M.  Soules,  a  fine  show  of 
bream  from  the  Welsh  Harp,  and  Mr.  Issy  Isaacs, 
roach  and  barbel  from  Wraysbury.  It  was  an- 
nounced that  fifty  tickets  have  been  set  apart  for  the 
EngHsh  contingent  at  Ballancourt.  Of  course, 
competitors  will  know  how  to  get  to  Paris  ;  but  ten 
shilhngs  will  frank  to  Ballancourt  and  back  to  Paris, 
and  entitle  the  holder  to  a  grand  banquet  before 
and  after  the  contest,  and  also  cover  entrance  fee. 
Further  information  may  be  obtained  at  the  Cercle 
Fran^ais,  5,  Lisle  -  street,  Leicester  -  square,  from 
R.  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occupied  the  business  chair 
on  Aug.  15.  Reports  from  many  of  the  society's 
stations  roimd  the  coast  indicated  much  activity 
on  the  part  of  sea  anglers.  North-east  coast,  plenty 
of  whiting,  dabs,  plaice  and  haddock,  mackerel, 
pollack  and  gurnards.  Many  dogs  in  the  wash  and 
abundance  of  flounders  and  plaice  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Thames.  On  the  south  coast  weather  had 
much  interfered  with  the  sport.  At  Bognor  bass, 
whiting  and  conger  were  taken.  Mr.  Wallace 
Nickels  had  a  bass  of  61b.  Fishing  good  on  Devon- 
ehire  and  Cornish  coast.  Mackerel,  pollack  and 
bass  ;  7  cwt.  conger  taken  in  night  by  one  boat  at 
Polperro,  and  the  fishing  on  the  Welsh  coast  and 
^©  lele  oi  Maa  very  good.    Lophinvar,  Dr.  Bate- 


man  had  taken  cod  up  to  17^1b.  and  haddock,  SJlb.  ; 
Dunfanaghy,  plaice,  haddock  and  sole  plentiful. 
Members  reports  Were  pretty  full.    At  Helford 
-river,  pollack,  bream  and  mackerel  plentiful.  A 
lady  had  a  131b.  pollack  at  Salcombe.    An  81b.  bass 
taken  at  Lowestoft.    Mr.  Hearn,  at  Ballycotton, 
early  in  the  season,  for  the  contingent  has  not  yet 
left  England,  took  a  skate  of  1501b.,  another  of 
1201b.,  and  good  bream  and  haddock,  five  large 
haUbut  had  been  taken,  one  scaling  981b.  Mr. 
Parker,  at  Penzance,,  had  bream  up  to  31b.,  large 
mackerel,  and  very  big  dogfish  ;  well  satisfied  with 
his  hoUday.     Messrs.  Bates  and  Wheeler,  at  Pen- 
zance, good  takes  of  haddock  and  mackerel,  and 
large  John  Dory.    Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  in  the  social 
chair  in  urban  manner  introduced  Mr.  Ivan  J.  H. 
Boyton,  who    read    a    paper    upon    "  Flatfish," 
admittedly  constructed  from  the  study   of  the 
authorities  upon  the  subject.    He  was  very  mate- 
rially assisted  by  a  nice  set  of  lantern  slides  con- 
structed by  Mr.  Waller  and  skilfully  exhibited  by 
the  lantern  by  Mr.  Wallace  Nickels.    A  long  series 
of  the  various  kinds  of  flatfish  were  projected  upon 
the  screen,  and  ably  described.    The  peculiarity  of 
their  distortion  by  the  twisting  of  the  eyes  was 
dwelt  upon  and  many  suppositions  of  how  this 
alteration  from  the  normal  state  in  the  yoimg  fish 
to  the  abnormal  arrangements  in  the  grown  speci- 
mens, were  brought  forward.    Giinther,  Darwin, 
Day,  Gordon,  Cuvier,  and    other  unquestionable 
authorities  were  cited,  the  lecturer  inclining  to  the 
opinion  that  the  change  had  arisen  because  the  fish 
foimd  it  more  convenient  to  swim  flat,  and  took 
his  food  better  in  that  attitude,  for  when  young  he 
always  swims  on  his  edge.    The  absence  of  the  air 
bladder  was,  also,  he  thought,  a  contributory  cause. 
Messrs.  Parker,  Young,  and  Bass  added  information, 
the  latter  contesting  somewhat  Mr.  Boyton' s  view 
that  the  change  in  position  in  swimming  resulted 
from  irregularity  in  shape.    But  this  did  not  seem 
to  have  affected  the  John  Dory  and  the  bream. 
Mr.  Young  had  observed  that  bream  frequently 
turned  upon  their  sides  when  capturing  their  food. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  drew  attention  to  recent  dis- 
coveries in  Paleontology,  going  very  far  to  prove 
that  a  fish  now  only  known  as  a  fossil,  strongly 
resembling  the  John  Dory,  appeared  to  have  been 
the  common  ancestor  of  all  the  flatfish.    Now  the 
dory  has  very  long  fins,  and  a  specimen  from  the 
society's  museum  was  produced,  and  it  was  so — 
the  dorsal  and  anal  fins  especially.    In  the  flatfish 
they  are  of  greatly  reduced  length.    It  seemed 
probable  that  the  old  type,  a  swimming  fish  gradu- 
ally,   following  food,    came   into   shallow  water, 
becoming  bottom  feeders,  and  the  better  to  seize 
its  food  got  habituated  to  swim  on  its  side  by  descent, 
and  some  took  after  their  parents  and  swam  oil 
one  side,  some  on  the  other,  and  their  small  mouths 
fitted  them  to  feed  on  worms,  being  unable  to  crush 
molluscs  with  their  feeble  jaws.    In  proof,  the 
haUbut  still  possessing  the  power  to  seize  its  prey, 
still  retained  the  swimming  form  with  a  shape  that 
reminds  one  of  the  poUack,  a  fine  swimming  fish. 
Mr.  Minchin  called  close  attention  to  the  influence 
naturally  exercised  upon  all  these  developments 
by  the  kind  of  food  fishes  fed  on  and  hoped  that  this 
big  subject  so  ably  dealt  with  in  the  Return  of  the 
Sea   Fisheries   Commission,    would   very  shortly 
receive  attention  from  the  society.    Some  discussion 
followed  upon  the  alleged  absence  of  scales  in  some 
of  the  flatfish.    Messrs.  Zaehnsdorf   and  Pickup 
taking  part.    The  chairman  summed  up,  the  usual 
votes  of  thanks  were  passed,  the  B.S.A.S.  toast 
drimk,  and  the  meeting  terminated.    Next  Wednes- 
day, Aug.  22,  the  sporting  side  of  the  subject  will 
be  dealt  with,  the  tackle  and  method  of  angling  for 
flatfish  being  described  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  members 
were  out  of  town,  a  fairly  weU-attended  and  busy 
meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
August  14,  Mr.  A.  H.  Palmer  presiding.  Reports 
of  fishing  were  numerous,  amongst  them  Mr.  H.  G. 
Lee  had  had  good  sport  near  Cambridge,  also  at 
Fritton,  taking  many  good  fish ;  Mr.  Marshall 
Lister  a  fairly  satisfactory  result  near  Lechlade  ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  good  chub  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Warne, 
a  great  quantity  of  roach,  aU  returned  however — - 
both  large  and  small ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  roach  up  to  l|lb., 
barbel  3^1b.,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Hurren,  on  several 
occasions,  many  roach,  dace,  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Thompson,  roach ;  Mr.  Higgs,  dace ;  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert,  rudd  ;  Mr.  Ernest  Orpin,  fine  sea-bream, 
whiting,  and  "  sea-tench "  ;  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
gave  particulars  of  much  of  his  recent  deep-sea 
fishing,  in  the  course  of  which  he  had  many  heavy 
fish,  including  large  sea-bream,  dog-fish,  and  pol- 
lack. Mention  was  made  of  the  roach  and  dace 
competition  on  Aug.  21,  when  a  bronze  medal  in 
each  class  is  offered  for  the  tliree  best  fish.  A  new 
member  was  balloted  for  and  elected.  A  capital 
book  on  fishing  in  Ireland,  by  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrub- 


sole,  was  added  to  the  library  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard, 
who  also  presented,  as  a  curiosity,  a  particle  of 
the  "  seasoning "  from  a  dish  of  stewed  eels — 
namely,  a  very  fair-sized  fish-hook  !  Mr.  Warne, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  society,  wrote  very 
indignantly  of  the  scandalous  waste  of  fish  life  that 
he  had  witnessed  recently,  especially  on  the  Broads 
and  neighbouring  rivers,  where  hundreds  upon 
hundreds  of  tiny  fish  were  taken  by  anglers  (?) 
only  to  be  thrown  upon  the  banks  to  rot ;  tho 
gross-weight  angler  is  "  scarcely  in  it  "  compared 
with  the  destructive  angler,  whose  motto  seems  to 
be  simply  "  to  kill  and  go  on  killing."  The  usual 
toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Buckingham  presided  at  the  committee 
and  Mr.  R.  W.  Thomas  at  the  ordinary  meeting 
on  Aug.  14,  when  there  was  a  good  attendance  of 
members  present.  A  new  member  was  elected. 
Some  good  fishing  reports  were  handed  in — notably 
those  of  Mr.  Emery,  who  took  trout  up  to  21b., 
twenty  dace  from  |lb.  to  lib.,  several  roach  up  to 
IJlb.,  one  of  lib.  lOoz.,  and  chub  up  to  31b.; 
and  Mr.  Gill  in  Scotland  over  100  trout  up  to  l^lb.  ; 
Mr.  Salmond,  tench  and  bream,  and  some  five 
brace  of  trout  of  good.  size.  Mr.  Gill  took  a  trout 
of  21b.  2oz.  at  Chesham,  besides  a  quantity  of  tench 
and  bream  from  private  water.  Mr.  Zerfass  took 
twelve  dozen  whiting  pout,  some  nice  conger, 
a  perch  of  2|lb.,  and  a  dozen  more  running  from 
1  lb.  to  2^1b.  All  these,  except  the  one  weighing 
2Jlb.,  were  returned.  He  also  had  a  quantity  of 
pike,  the  largest  scaling  101b.  Several  other 
members  made  reports,  and  all  were  successful, 
though  the  catches  varied  both  as  regards  number 
and  weight.  The  usual  meeting  will  be  held  at  7.30 
on  Aug.  21. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  D.  Turing  took  the  chair  at  the  meeting 
on  Aug.  13.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  reported  that  the 
weeds  had  grown  satisfactorily  in  that  portion  of 
the  Lambourn  which  was  mudded  some  time  back. 
The  bigger  trout  were  more  numerous  and  were 
showing  up  again.  He  had  several  brace  of  good 
fish,  nearly  all  of  which  he  returned,  according  to  his 
usual  practice.  He  had,  however,  the  unusual 
experience  of  losing  half-a-dozen  good  fish  in  half 
an  hour  one  evening,  breaking  in  the  strike  in 
every  case ;  6x  points  require  tender  handling, 
and  at  times  it  seems  necessary  to  use  this  extremely 
fine  tackle  in  order  to  get  on  terms  with  the  Lam- 
bourn fish.  Mr.  Bywaters  also  mentioned  that  the 
weeds  had  been  cut  in  the  Kennet,  and  that  there  were 
clear  swims  all  along  the  bank  in  the  Three  fields. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  had  a  nice  lot  of  trout  and  grayling 
from  the  Lambourn,  chiefly  with  the  Hackle  Blue 
Quill,  and  several  trout  and  grayling  from  the 
Itchen.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  made  a  good  bag  of  four 
and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  up  to  1  lb.  lOoz.  on 
the  Itchen  on  Bank  Holiday,  and  on  other  visits  to 
the  Hampshire  stream  had  good  sport  with  both 
trout  and  grayling.  The  successful  flies  were 
Austin's  Hackle  Yellow  Dun,  a  variant  of  the  Blue 
Quill  and  Rolt's  Green  Wonder. — Hon.  Sec. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

2018.  Fishing.  Patentee :  H.  N.  Bunbury, 
Royal  Hospital,  Dublin.  Fly  hooks  and  tackle 
cases.  This  invention  relates  to  the  lengths  of  gut 
which  are  rolled  up  in  a  flexible  cloth,  and  the  flies 
are  protected  by  a  metal  box,  the  latter  being 
removably  connected  to  the  cloth  by  means  of  a 
piece  of  metal  attached  to  the  cloth  which  is  inserted 
between  metal  guides  formed  on  the  case  and 
clamped  by  a  catch  engaging  with  a  hole  formed  in 
the  piece.  The  box  is  provided  with  a  hinged  fid 
and  an  end  piece  adapted  to  close  over  the  gut  cloth, 
which  is  kept  tightly  rolled  by  means  of  clips  or 
other  fastenings.  The  gut  can  be  kept  absolutely 
straififht,  and  either  dry  or  moist,  as  desired,  and  any 
fly  can  be  drawn  out  without  disturbing  the  others. 

3459.  Fishing.  Patentee:  C.  H.  Heane,  87, 
Melbourne-street,  Derby.  Reels  and  winches,  rod. 
This  invention  relates  to  an  adjustable  rim  brake 
for  a  Nottingham  reel ;  a  flat  spring  is  attached 
to  the  fixed  side  of  the  reel  and  presses  against 
the  revolving  rim  through  a  brake  pad.  The 
pressure  is  relieved  by  pressing  with  the  thumb 
upon  the  end  of  a  lever  attached  to  the  spring,  and 
the  brake  may  be  retained  in  an}'  desired  position 
by  a  screw  or  detent.  The  thumb  lever  or  a  pro- 
jection upon  it  normally  presses  against  the  rod 
plate  so  as  to  increase  the  pressure  exerted  by  the 
brake  upon  the  rim.  In  another  form  the  spring  is 
replaced  by  a  rigid  bar  of  metal,  which  is  pivoted 
to  the  fixed  side  of  the  reel,  and  is  acted  upon  by 
an  external  spring  so  as  to  give  the  braking  action. 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  ehapming-  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


UnottuBllotl  fon  Its  oxcol- 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shopo  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wliitingr,  Madferel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roek  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  RussBLi,, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr.  A.  RowBLL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ 
ated,  and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  6d.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  179,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,"  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING, 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor, 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  MOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Under  nistingxtiahed  Patronage, 
This  much-frequented  and  comfortably-funiished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ytnan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Trout  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegrams  :  "  Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Boole. 
"The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 


SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


TAYLOR'S  HOTEL, 

Kiimacrenan,  Co.  Donegal. 

Within  five  minutes'  walk  of  River 
Lennon.  Lough  Pern  one  mile  distant. 
Both  now  well  stocked  with  spring  fish  ; 
grilse  numerous. 

Best  FREE  Fishing  Centre  in  Ulster. 

Several  ibrown  trout  lakes  adjacent. 
Boats  and  men  to  row.  Comfortable 
Hotel.  Write  Proprietor  as  above  for 
full  particulars. 

LOUGH  MASK. 

BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

August  and  September— Best  Months  for  Baskets 
of  Large  Trout. 

Visitors  can  be  accommodated  at 

SPRINGVALE  HOUSE, 

beautifully  situated  near  the  Lake  ;  newly 
furnished.  Bracing  air ;  grand  scenery. 
Sanitary  certificate .  Terms  very  moderate . 
— For  particulars  apply  to 

CHAS.  E.  MAYNE, 
Springvale  House,  Ballinrobe,  Co.  Mayo. 


SALMON  &  SEA-TROUT  FISHING 
in  IRELAND. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Saelcville  St.,  Dublin, 

Have  Special  Stock  of  Superior  .  . 

GREENHEART  SEA-TROUT  RODS, 

ALSO  ALL  THE 

Special  Salmon  &  Sea-Trout  Flies 

fop  Connemapa,  Donegal,  Keppy 
and  Mayo. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 
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RHEUMATISIVI. 

THE  "DROimiCH  CURE 

AT  HOME   BY  USING 

 r  7^ 


MCCIRR'S  HOTEL, 

Louisbupgh,  Co,  Mayo, 
Ireland. 

Right  of  letting  rods  on  Louisburgh  Eiver 
secured  from  the  Marquis  of  Sligo. 

RIVER  STRICTLY  PRESERVED. 

Season  commenced  1st  June.    Tourist  Car 
passes  daily. 

Terms  and  Hotel  Tariff  on  application  to 
Proprietress,  MARY  McGIRR 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURTm 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.     Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Charming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK-BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY'  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mesirozz-Cs  Austrian  Band  of  37  Plaxjers. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  IN  the  EMPRESS  HALL. 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 
AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court, 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEL.' 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Subterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wouder  Cats.  Temple  of 
.000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  SchOnbrunn, 
Semmeriug    Pass    Abazzia,    &c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Caf6  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or    DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAYS 
  ATTRACTIVE. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— SlK  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MIL  DM  AY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Oolne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— hO^D  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Leuding  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harelield 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains.  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


iw-  Wholesale  only  of  _ 
I  "£STON&WESTALLLTD 

jASTCHEAFLONDONiJ: 

'  B^wareoflmilahonsiinsisten  having 
i^fGenuiijeproihwich  Brine  CRYHAIS 


Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  identical  Spring  which 


supplies  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 


The  natural  treatment  for  all 
muscular  affections,  such  as 
Rheumatism,  Lumbago,  Sciatica, 
&e.,  &c. 

OBTAINABLE  AT  ALL  CHEMISTS. 


ROTHER  FISHERY 
ASSOCIATION. 


Established  1872. 


Subscribers'  Tickets  -  -  10/- 
Day  Tickets     -  -  _  .  _  i/. 

Trout  licences  required  by  all  Anglers. 

1/-  for  the  season. 
For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 

Secretary, 
Mr.  THOMAS  DAWS, 

Soggs  House,  Ewhurst,  Sussex. 
This  fishing  is  well  served  by  the  Kent 
and  East  Sussex  Eailway  via  Robertg- 
bridge,  S.  E.  &  C.  D.  Railway. 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  AND 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work   and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


J7 


RHODES' 

"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  <fcc.,  or 

1/3  post  free  from 
158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  QLASOOW. 


MPROYED  ROACH  PASTE. 

ALSO  FOB 

CARP,  TENCH,  &  BREAM. 

This  Improved  Paste  is  always  ready  for  use, 
will  not  wash  off  the  Hook,  and  is  a  very 
attractive  Bait. 

n  Three  Colours:  PI  N  K,WH  ITE,&  YELLOW. 
3d.  &  6cl.  Tins. 

Obtainable  from  all  Fishing  Tactile  Dealers. 


Manufacturers:  CLARKE  &  CO., 

30,  Gallowtree  Gate,  Leicester. 

3  Sample  Tins,  post  free,  Is. 


TO   BE  LET, 

LARGE  FISHERY 

in  river  and  brook.  Excellent  stock  of  Brook 
Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Grayling,  <fec.  Many 
miles  long,  in  beautiful  country  of  Upper 
Austria.  With  hatching-house  and  26  ponds.— 
Apply  to  B.  2007,  c/o  HAASBNSTEIN  &  VOQLBR, 
Vienna  I. 


Cast  yonrEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  13  doz.  for  68. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magniflceuce,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing:  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Yon  can  now  obtain  a  Polioy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  nmuber  of  diseases  only) 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

T.  J.  LEB-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insuranob  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  In  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  ^ven  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  , 


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPEOIAL  NOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CasualtT 
Insuranob  COMPANr,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


WASP  CAKE  FOR  FISHING 

Large  Paelcet,  is. ;  Double 
Quantity,  2s. 

Post  Free  from  ENOCH  JAMS,  Chureii 
Street,  Longtpn,  Staffs. 


TO  BE  LET  AT  MICHAELMAS. 

GOOD  PISHING 
(Two  Miles  on  River  Avon). 

TEOUT  AND  COARSE  PISH. 
H.  RadcliiTe,  Burg^ate,  Fordingbridge. 
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ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  H. — We  do  not  know  the  recipe  you  ask  for. 
Try  some  tackle  dealer  in  your  neighbourhood, 
George  Morris. — The  fish  you  sent  us  is  a  dace. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  ow  Correspondents J\ 


ARTIFICIAL  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Aug.  II  drawings  of  an  artificial  bait  made  by 
Messrs.  Harry  Peel  and  Sons,  in  which  the  spin  is 
given  by  a  twist  of  the  tail.  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  most  important  point  about  this  bait.  I 
have  always  considered  that  numbers  of  fish, 
especially  salmon,  which  take  a  spinning  bait  very 
quietly,  are  missed  owing  to  the  fans  at  the  head, 
and  last  winter  I  wrote  to  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co. 
asking  them  if  they  could  make  me  a  bait — of  which 
I  gave  a  rough  sketch — which  would  be  of  india- 
rubber,  and  would  take  its  spin  from  the  tail. 
With  their  usual  courtesy  and  intelligence,  they 
took  the  matter  up,  and  sent  me  some  baits,  of 
which  I  enclose  one. 

You  wiU  see  that  it  is  moimted  with  double  hooks, 
at  the  vent,  only.  Unfortunately,  the  baits  arrived 
too  late  to  give  them  a  fair  trial  while  these  rivers 
were  in  order,  and  the  only  "  fish  "  I  landed  was  not 
a  "  fish  "  but  a  kelt ! 

My  Farlow' s  baits  spin  beautifully.  The  soft 
rubber  body  is  bound  to  be  better  than  gutty  ; 
I  have  seen  a  salmon  come  at  a  hard  bait,  hit  it 
with  his  nose,  and  refuse  to  come  again. 

What  is  Messrs.  Peel  and  Sons'  address  ?  I 
siiould  like  to  try  one  of  their  baits,  but  think  they 
would  be  better  mounted  with  one  pair  of  double 
hooks,  same  as  Farlow' s. 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  that,  in  one  point, 
at  any  rate,  I  have  forestalled  Messrs.  Peel's  pattern. 
I  wonder  if  they  could  make  a  real  good  imitation 
of  a  loach  or  Colliagh  ? — -Yours  truly, 

Aug.  13,  1906.  "  Green  Wren. 

P.S. — Could  you  tell  me  the  correct  name  for 
the  "  Wall  Flies  "  which  are  in  such  swarms  on 
the  Bann  during  the  summer  evenings  ?  The  kelt 
referred  to  above  was  landed  on  June  I  ;  isn't 
that  very  late  ? 

[Messrs.  Peel  and  Sons'  address  is  Highfield 
Works,  Redditch,  and  is  given  under  the  illustration. 
Nothing  new  was  claimed  for  the  tail  spin  ! — that 
ia  as  old  as  Walton's  time.  All  that  was  claimed 
was  stronger  method  of  making  the  bait  generally. 
The  bait  Messrs.  Farlow  made  for  "  Green  Wren  "  is 
first-rate  I  should  say.  I  have  had  no  opportunity 
of  trying  it  at  present.  Much  obliged  to  "  G.  W." 
for  it. — Ed.] 

MR.  GEEN'S  TACKLE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  ipsue  of  Aug.  4  we  noticed 
a  letter  from  "  W.  A."  a-king  where  he  could  obtain 
Mr.  Geen's  pollack  tack'e,  as  described  by  him  in 
his  book,  "  What  I  have  Seen  while  Fishing."  As 
wholesale  manufacturers  of  the  above  tackle — that 
is,  rods,  reels,  wire  traces,  baits,  etc. — we  should 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  kindly  state  in  your 
next  issue  that  these  articles  can  be  obtained  from 
any  respectable  tack'e  dea'er  in  London.  If 
"W.  A."  should  reside  in  the  country,  and  will 
communicate  with  us,  we  will  give  him  the  name 
and  address  of  the  nearest  tackle  dealer  who  keeps 
a  stock  of  these  articles. — Yours  truly, 

Redditch.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  Ltd. 


CASTING  INTO  THE  WIND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  11  a 
letter  from  "  Val  Conson,"  which  letter,  with  your 
permission,  I  should  like  to  answer. 

"Val  Conson  "  starts  his  letter  with  a  misconception. 
He  says  :  "  Mr.  Shaw  claims  the  device  of  twisting 
the  rod  so  that  the  reel  lies  in  a  horizontal  instead 
of  a  perpendicular  plane  as  original."  Nothing 
in  my  book,  "  The  Science  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing," 
can  warrant  such  a  conclusion. 

After  describing  my  wind-cast  it  is  true  that  I 
say,  "  I  think  I  may  claim  this  method  as  original." 
This  refers,  of  course,  to  the  whole  movement,  and 
not  to  any  particular  portion  of  it.  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  believe  that  "Val  Conson  "  and  thousands 
of  other  anglers  may  have  given  their  "  rod  a  twist," 
and,  for  all  I  know,  have  adopted  the  identical 
method  I  have  described.  I  have,  however,  never 
seen  the  particular  wind-cast  I  mention  either  used 
or  described.  Certainly  Mr.  Halford's  reference 
to  such  a  method  of  wind-casting  bears  no  resem- 
blance to  that  adopted  and  described  by  myself, 
and  his  description  of  a  wind-cast  with  a  fly-rod 
is  the  only  one  I  have  ever  seen  in  print. 


1  was  sorry  to  see  in  the  Editorial  footnote 
that  you  could  not  follow  my  description  of  this 
stroke,  but  I  am  pleased  to  notice  that  you  would 
like  to  see  me  use  this  particular  cast. 

In  the  second  edition  of  "  The  Science  of  Dry- 
Fly  Fishing,"  which  is  now  in  hand,  I  intend  to 
describe  more  fully  my  own  method  of  casting 
against  the  wind,  illustrating  the  different  important 
parts  of  the  whole  action  by  instantaneous  photo- 
graphs, but  after  realing  "Val  Conson' s"  letter 
I  am  even  more  inclined  than  formerly  to  regard 
this  particular  method  as  original.  As  he  has  now 
practised  his  method,  whatever  it  may  be,  for  over 
twenty  years,  while  I  have  only  perfected  mine  during 
the  last  eighteen  months,  he  would  no  doubt  have  no 
objection  to  meeting  me  and  testing  the  merits  of 
our  respective  methods  in  the  presence  of,  say, 
three  experienced  fishermen.  If  he,  in  the  first 
place,  succeeds  in  proving  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judges  that  the  method  described  by  him  in  1887 
is  identical  with  mine,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  for- 
ward £2  2s.  to  the  Open  Air  Fund  and  to  withdraw 
my  claim  to  originality,  and,  of  course,  if  he  fails 
it  will  be  he  who  will  have  to  send  the  cheque,  etc., 
and  secondly,  I  challenge  him  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  to  a  competition  in  this 
style  of  casting  into  the  teeth  of  the  strongest 
wind  he  cares  to  face  for  a  £5  5s.  challenge  cup — • 
the  cup  to  be  called  after  the  winner,  and  to  be 
provided  by  the  loser.  This  challenge  cup  to  be 
open  for  competition  in  wind  casting  at  every 
International  Tournament  held  in  England.  — 
Yours  truly,  Fbed  G.  Shaw. 

Spa  Hotel,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Aug.  14. 

P.S. — The  flies  in  these  Radnorshire  streams  are 
at  present  the  Red  QuiD,  Red  Spinner,  Stone  Fly, 
and  Coachman  at  night. 


THE  STORY  OF  A  GREENHEART  ROD. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  no  desire  to  interfere  in  the 
controversy  on  rods,  and  certainly  not  to  say  any- 
thing against  cane,  as  I  never  fished  with  one  in  my 
life.  But  greenheart  users  may  possibly  feel  their 
case  strengthened  by  the  brief  history  of  .one  of  my 
own  rods.  It  is  a  greenheart  fly  rod,  and  I  bought 
it  from  a  Sheffield  dealer  fourteen  years  ago  for  my 
wife.  She  never  took  to  fishing,  and  I  gradually 
used  it  myself,  until  now  I  never  dream  of  going 
anywhere  without  it.  In  length  it  is  10ft.,  in 
weight  it  is  lloz.  I  have  had  three  tops  made  to 
it,  and  for  every  class  of  work  I  could  not  have  a 
better  rod.  I  can  throw  a  leaded  minnow  forty 
yards,  and  this  last  winter  I  have  actually  used  it 
for  spinning  for  pike — and  caught  them  with  it,  too. 
Users  of  cane  rods  tell  me  it  is  a  marvel,  and  when  I 
show  them  that  I  use  it  for  bottom  fishing  with  a 
float,  for  minnow  spinning  for  trout,  and  even  for 
pike,  they  envy  me  its  possession.  It  has  landed 
thousands  of  fish,  has  been  subjected  to  some  fearful 
rough  usage,  and  is  as  straight  and  supple  as  when  I 
purchased  it  for  a  guinea  fourteen  years  ago.  AVhen 
I  add  that  I  go  out  fishing  about  twice  every  week, 
and  that  up  to  Whit  Monday  I  had  caught  114 
trout  on  it  this  season,  it  will  be  agreed  that  the 
rod  has  been  fairly  tested.  As  I  say,  I  know  very 
little  about  split-cane,  except  that  they  look  nice 
in  shop  windows,  but  so  long  as  my  old  greenheart 
holds  together,  I  shall  not  be  tempted  by  the  best- 
looking  rod  which  could  be  put  before  me. — Yours 
truly,  Ernest  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

IN  PRAISE   OF  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  in  his  article, 
"  Greenheart  v.  Split-cane  Rods,"  seems  to  me  to 
have  given  to  greenheart  all  the  good  points  of 
split-cane  and  to  split-cane  all  the  drawbacks  of 
greenheart.  For  my  part  I  most  thoroughly  agree 
with  Mr.  Halford.  He  says,  in  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing," 
"  split-cane  is  superior  in  every  way,  and  is  well 
worth  the  difference  in  cost.  It  casts  better  and 
casts  further,  and  does  the  work  with  less  labour, 
both  to  the  angler  and  the  rod.  In  fact, -there  is 
precisely  the  same  difference  between  a  split-cane 
and  a  greenheart  as  between  a  thoroughbred  and 
an  underbred  horse.  One  answers  when  called 
upon  for  an  extra  effort,  the  other  shuts  up.  There 
seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the  responsive  power  of  a 
first-class  glued  cane  in  efficient  hands."  Such  is 
my  opinion  exactly,  and  I  have  had  a  fairly  long 
experience  with  both  kinds  of  rods.  As  for  a  split- 
cane  being  more  liable  to  break,  I  defy  anyone  to 
smash  a  really  good  one  by  fair  fishing.  I  have  had 
three  split-canes  in  the  last  twenty  years,  and  used 
them  all  hard,  and  never  had  a  smash  or  any 
trouble  whatever  with  them.  My  brother  bought 
a  "  Perfection  "  eighteen  years  ago,  and  has  stuck 
to  it  ever  since.  It  has  done  a  tremendous  amount 
of  work,  and,  beyond  occasional  varnishing,  has 
never  cost  a  penny  in  repairs.  Though  it  has  only 
one  top  it  is  as  straight  and  good  now  as  when  it  first 
left  Alnwick.    Two  friends  of  mine  recently  had  a 


bad  spill  when  cycling  home  from  fishing.  They 
both  had  two  -  joint  "  Perfections  "  strapped  to 
their  bicycles,  and  sticking  out  a  long  way  fore  and 
aft ;  they  collided,  and  came  down  with  a  tre- 
mendous crash,  bicycles,  riders  and  rods  all  mixed 
up  together.  The  bicycles  were  both  twisted  out 
of  shape  badly,  and  the  riders  much  bruised  and 
battered.  One  rod  had  a  slight  twist  in  its  top-joint 
(which  was  soon  remedied),  the  other  was  uninjured. 

If  Mr.  Malloch's  angler  "  running  up  and  down 
the  side  of  a  river  Uke  a  lamp-lighter  "  was  using 
one  of  the  4|oz.  to  5oz.  featherweight  rods  for  which 
there  has  been  a  craze  of  late,  I  can  understand  his 
antics.  In  my  opinion,  a  really  good  split-cane 
of  reasonable  weight,  say,  9oz.  to  lOoz.,  or  a  little 
more,  is  not  equalled  in  either  casting  or  killing 
power  by  a  greenheart  or  any  other  make  of  rod. 
I  have  never  had  such  an  experience  as  "  one  of 
the  sections  springing  from  the  rest."  This  might 
occur  in  a  cheap  split-cane,  and  such  things  are  to 
be  avoided. — Yours  truly,  M.  D. 

[This  greenheart  v.  split-cane  question'  has  run 
into  all  sorts  of  directions  never  intended  by  me 
when  I  first  raised  it — has  raised  Cain,  in  fact. 
I  merely  said  I  had  an  idea  that,  given  two  rods 
as  nearly  alike  as  possible,  but  one  made  of  split- 
cane  and  the  other  of  greenheart,  in  playing  a 
heavyJRsh  in  a  strong  stream  the  split-cane  would 
bend  more  than  the  greenheart  by  an  extra  heavy 
strain,  and  consequently  that  the  greenheart  would 
give  more  control  over  line  and  fish.  I  was  referring 
mainly  to  salmon  fishing.  It  was  only  suggesting 
that  in  this  exceptional^  instance  greenheart  might 
beat  split-cane. — Ed.] 

SNAPPING  CASTING-LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — I  also  find  this  happens,  but  usually 
in  testing  a  new  cast  before  using  it.  Having  had 
the  bitter  experience  of  losing  the  first  Avon  salmon 
through  a  knot  drawing  through,  I  do  not  often 
leave  the  trial  of  a  cast's  strength  to  be  proved  by 
the  fish.  Almost  always  the  knot  proves  to  be 
the  weakest  point.  I  have  tried  laying  the  two  ends 
together,  and  passing  twice  throiigli  the  loop  thus — 


also  making  a  double  hitch  of  each  end  round  the 
other  strand,  and  then  drawing  them  together 
in  this  way— 


I  imagine  this  is  the  commencement  of  the  buffer 
knot,  perhaps  with  thin  transparent  elastic  wound 
between  the  knots  before  they  are  drawn  together  ? 
But  can  transparent  elastic  be  procured  ?  I  hope 
some  expert  will  give  the  real  buffer  for  this  duiker. 
— Yours  truly,  W. 


SNAPPING  CASTING-LINES— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — The  paragraph  at  end  of  my  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  11  should  have 
begun  thus  : — "  If  it  were  always  possible  to  fish 
with  merely  the  casting-line,  or  little  more,  in  the 
water,"  etc.,  etc. — Yours  truly,  Benvvyan. 


SEA-FISHING  AT  BOGNOR. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  noticed  you  have  had  several 
inquiries  re  fishing  at  Bognor  in  your  columns 
lately.  I  thought  perhaps  it  would  be  of  interest 
to  your  many  readers  if  I  sent  you  our  experience 
of  two  days'  fishing  there  last  week — ^myself  and 
friend  (Mr.  A.  Tannahill,  of  the  Thicket  Piscatorials). 

The  first  day  was  very  rough,  and  it  was  impos- 
sible to  go  far  out,  and  the  result  was  a  poor  one — 
eleven  bream  only. 

The  second  day,  however,  we  certainly  made  up 
for  the  first,  our  catch  amoimting  to  230  he  id  of 
fish,  consisting  of  bream,  sea-tench,  and  whiting, 
to  our  two  rods. 

As  the  fishing  grounds  are  from  two  to  three 
miles  oif,  one  needs  a  good  man,  boat,  and  bait, 
and  any  of  your  readers  who  intend  taking  a  fishing 
trip  there  can  get  all  three  by  applying  to  Child 
and  Taylor,  4,  York-road,  Bognor :  a  couple  of 
keen  and  smart  fishermen  and  boat  owners,  whose 
terms  are,  of  course,  the  usual  B.S.A.'s. 

The  month  of  September  is  a  good  one,  we  were 
told,  bringing,  among  other  fish,  soles  to  these 
shores.  I  feel  perfectly  satisfied  that  good  fishing 
may  be  obtained  there,  more  especially  in  the 
spring  and  autmnn. 

We  intend  to  try  the  congering  shortly,  which  is 
also  good  ;  but,  of  course,  this  would  be  night- 
fishing. —Yours  faithfully,        E.  Orpin,  C.L.P.S. 

SALMON  CAUGHT  WITK  PASTE. 
Dear  Sib, — ^I  have  just  been  told  of  a  25lb.  to 
301b.  salmon  which  my  informant  lately  saw  taken 


with  a  kind  of  paste  in  the  pool  below  the  Falls  of 
the  Rhine  near  Schafihausen.  This  seems  to  me 
an  unusual  lure,  if  it  is  not  the  only  instance  l  can 
remember  to  have  heard  of  in  which  a  salmon  was 
caught  with  paste.— Yours  triUy,  Benwyan 
Veytaux. 

[Perhaps  it  was  paste  made  of  fish-roe  !— Ed.] 

SEA-FISHING  AT  BRIGHTON. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  any  readers  kindly  eive  me 
mformation  as  to  the  pier  and  shore-fishing  (not 
boat)  at  Brighton,  from  September  to  Christmas  ? 
—what  fish  may  be  expected,  and  any  secluded  spots 
where  one  may  fish  undisturbed  by  the  harmless 
Dut  necessary  tripper,  and  oblige.— Yours  truly. 

Wise  Teace. 

SEA-FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN.~ 
Dear  Sir, — The  "  sea-carp  "  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Arthur  Norton  is  the  sea-bream,  and  is  best  fished 
lor  at  Ramsey  and  Port  Erin.  The  "  catlig  "  is  the 
common  gunnel,  or  butter-fish,  and  can  only  be 
accounted  an  emergency  bait,  of  the  same  value  as 
half  a  small  eel.  Hoarder's  india-rubber  lures  are 
more  killing,  and  the  live  silver  sand-eel  easily  beats 
the  lot  for  pollack.  I  have  had  bass,  but  they  were 
netted  ;  they  are  never  hooked.  The  mackerel 
just  now  are  m  in  very  large  quantities.— Yours 
^'•'^y'  .  J.  P.  Cai,low. 

P.S. — The  island  is  most  distinctly  not  overrun 
by  Lancashire  operatives.  These  form  a  large 
percentage  of  the  visitors,  but  are  orderly  well- 
behaved  people.  The  word  "  overrun  "  is  offensive 
and  misleading. 


POLLACK   FISHING  AT  WALTON-ON-NAZE. 

Dear  Sir  — T  intend  spending  a  few  weeks  at 
nalton-on-Naze  pollack  fishing,  which  I  understand 
IS  very  good  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  pollack  are 
leaving  Deal  for  Walton  and  Clacton 

Ragworm  is  very  dear  at  Walton,  so  I  should 
advise  anglers  to  bring  them  with  them.  They 
may  be  obtained  at  various  south  coast  resorts  — 
Yours  truly,  jy  g  ^' 

FISHING  AT  SHANKLIN,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Dear  Sir,— With  reference  to  above,  would  it  be 
troubling  "  Ragworm  "  too  much  to  give  a  novice  at 
sea-fi.hxng  a  few  hints.  I  hope  to  get  down  there 
about  Sept.  22.  Will  he  tell  me  what  to  fish  for 
then,  tackle  and  bait  required,  and  should  he  know 
any  nice  lodgmg?,  information  on  this  point  would 
be  greatly  esteemed.  I  am  very  wishful  to  get  a 
few  pollack— Yours  truly,    F.  P.  Arthur  Cook. 

P.S. —I  hope  I  am  not  asking  too  much,  but 
•nglers  are  very  good-natured. 

~  FISHING  IN  LEICESTERSHIRE,  NEAR 
KEYHAM. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  spending  about  a  fortnight 
early  in  September  at  Keyham,  near  Leicester 
Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  if  there 
IS  any  coarse  fishing  or  pike  fishing  to  be  had 
anywhere  near,  and  what  the  charges  are?  Any 
particulars  re  above  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  receive 
either  through  your  paper  or  direct  to— Yours  truly 

Melrose,  Lowestoft.  F.  W.  Bryant  ' 


be  desirable,  if  anyone  can,  to  give  a  separate 
answer  which  would  aid  distinctions  between  the-e 
two  classes  of  fish  being  discoverable  by  the  tyro  or 
by  anyone  ! — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Brown. 

A  SIMPLE  DEVICE  FOR  FISHING  IN 
WEEDY  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  herewith  beg  to  submit  to  you  an 
Idea  I  have  found  useful  in  assisting  one  to'fish  in 
comfort  places  which  are  often  the  despair  of 
bottom-fisliers.    Locally,    many   complaints  have 
often  been  made  in  reference  to  the  inconvenience 
caused  by  the  undergrowth  of  many  rivers  lakes 
and  ponds.    In  still  or  slow-running  waters  it  is 
well  known  that  the  best  results  are  generally 
obtained  fishing  dead,  or  nearly  so,  on  the  bottom, 
but  at  this  tune  of  year  clear  spots  are  but  few  and 
far  between.    Often  we  find  a  favourite  swim  per- 
chance not  fished  for  months,  if  not  weed-covered 
the  resting-place  for  sunken  twigs,  light  branches! 
and  other  rubbish,  which  sorely  tries  one's  stock  of 
tackle  and  patience.    This  can  be  quickly  removed 
with  the  use  of  the  simple  device  presented  here 
What  It  can  do  can  bo  gathered  at  a  glance  The 
drag-hook   usually  employed  for  the  purpose  is 
quite  inadequate,  the  truth  of  which  appears  when 
its   construction  is  studied   for   a   moment.  To 


cutter  invented  by  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  Waltondale, 
Oarisbrooke-road,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight  In  a 
very  short  time  it  will  clear  the  weeds  from  acres  of 
water,  and  can  be  set  to  cut  at  varying  depths.  Ed.] 


CORMORANTS  AT  KILLARNEY. 
Dear  Sib,— While  spending  a  few  days  recently 
on  the  beautiful  Lakes  of  liiUarney— possibly  the 
most  sporting  waters,  as  well  as  the  most  beautiful 
in  Ireland— I  was  shocked,  from  an  angling  point 
ot  view,  to  observe  the  large  numbers  of  cormorants 
which  swarm  all  over  the  lakes.  One  morning  I 
counted  nearly  three  dozen  of  those  voracious  birds 
on  the  Elephant  and  Swallow  rocks,  near  the 
Lake  Hotel.  There  are  three  hatcheries  at  work 
m  the  district,  but  I  fear  that  their  work  is  greatly 
handicapped  by  the  fact  that  these  birds  levy  a  very 
heavy  toll  on  the  fry  and  immature  fish,  not  to 
mention  the  destruction  of  mature  trout  I  feel 
certam  that  if  this  state  of  affairs  was  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  noble  lord  of  the  soil,  the 
Earl  of  Kenmare,  C.V.O.,  he  would  authorise  the 
destruction  of  those  enemies  of  the  trout.  The 
amount  of  havoc  they  make  amongst  the  trout 
must  be  simply  enormous.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation for  the  insertion  of  this  in  the  interests  of 
t™ly.  Piscator. 

Belfast. 

[Cormorants  ought  to  be  kept  off  every  water 
where  fish  are  valued,  as  they  do  untold  damage 
— Ed.]  *  ■ 


GRILSE  AND  SALMON  ?— TO  SAY  AT 
SIGHT. 

Dear  Sir,— May  I  propose  as  follows  —Give 
definitions  of  the  principal  "  point  "  of  difference 
between  a  grilse  and  a  salmon.  One  "  point  " 
alone  to  be  quoted  as  each  individual  estimates  its 
value.    In  the  event  of  receiving  replies  : 

Condition.—That  all  these  estimates  of  what 
each  considers  the  most  prominent  "  point "  be 
printed  together  in  one  (and  the  same)  number  of 
the  Fishmg  Gazette,  the  Editor  to  name  the  date 
of  its  future  issue— say,  in  a  week  or  a  fortnight  (') 
(To  obtain  genuine  off-hand  replies,  I  would  say 
"  by  return.") 

I  enclose  my  own  appreciation  ;  and  that  should 
be  the  object  of  the  "  point,"  on  the  clear  under- 
standing that  it  be  not  printed  before  other  answers 
are  received,  and  that  it  be  considered  "  strictly 
private  and  confidential "  until  the  date  fixed 

My  inquiry,  I  may  add.  is  framed  also  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  out  another  "point,"  indepen- 
dent of  the  direct  question  ;  and  I  expect  to  find 
that  touched  upon  by  some  (one  or  more)  of  your 
experienced  salmon  anglers  and  correspondents 
l<or  evident  reasons  I  do  not  indicate  thi-.  more 
closely  than  I  have  done,  and  merely  hint  at  it. 

Besides  distinguishing  by  one  point  only  (as 
above  proposed),  it  may  also  be  desirable  in  difficult 
cases— as,  for  instance,  in  closely  approaching  age* 
(that  IS,  small  spring  salmon,  so-caUed,  and  the 
Iftte-ruiming  grilse  of  the  previous  autumn)— it  may 


remove  weeds  the  drag  takes  a  much  longer  time, 
and  once  it  gets  embedded  in  something  fixed,  then 
the  more  you  pull  the  tighter  it  becomes  ;   this  is 
not   so   with   the    "  portable   rake."     It  seldom 
becomes  fixed  ;  it  is  more  inclined  to  roll — when  it 
does  a  pull  to  the  right  or  left  usually  disengages 
it   from    heavy   obstructions.    The   simplicity  of 
construction  enables  any  angler  to  make  one  in 
quick  time  at  the  cost  of  a  few  pence  only.  It 
consists  of  1ft.  of  iin.  gas-pipe,  filled  with  a  romid 
piece  of  wood  (a  dowel  used  by  joiners  is  best), 
wire  nails  4in.  in  length  driven  half-way  through, 
forming  a  kind  of  chevaux-de-frise,  sufficient  strong 
cord  being  added  to  suit  requirements.    It  could 
be  made  any  size,  but  would  recommend  that  M^hich 
may  be  stowed  into  creel.    The  writer,  in  using 
this   little  implement,   has  often  obtained  good 
results  from  ponds  chock-full  of  weeds,  and  gener- 
ally pronoimced  unfishable.    It  is  best  used  a  day 
or  so  previous  to  fishing  swim  ;  nevertheless,  I  have 
known  it  answer  in  rivers  and  ponds  by  clearing  a 
place,  which  is  then  ground-baited.    A  little  time 
rnay  then  be  devoted  in  clearing  one  or  two  more 
likely  spots  ;  these  often  come  in  useful  if  a  change 
18  deemed  necessary  during  the  day.    The  distur- 
bance naturally  disconcerts  the  fish  for  some  time, 
but  I  believe  fish,  in  common  with  other  animals,' 
if  caused  momentary  alarm  return  with  increased 
curiosity,  and  can  often  be  tempted  to  partake  of 
the  good  things  so  carefully  provided  by  the  angler 
-Yours  truly,  Geo.  Wathen, 

Secretary  Bristol  Golden  Carp 
Angling  Association. 
[I  think  Mr.  Wathen's  simple  weed-clearer  will 
be  foimd  extremely  useful.  I  have  often  had  to 
clear  a  place  on  a  weedy  lake  by  throwing  out  a 
grapnel,  and  it  is  a  long  and  imsatis'factory  operation. 
Of  course,  where  a  club  or  private  individual  owns 
a  water  which  gets  grown  up  with  weeds  by  far  the 
best  thing  is  the  strong  and  simple  patent  weed- 


FISHINQ  AT  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  of 
your  readers  information  as  regards  coarse  fishing  at 
the  above  place.  I  am  visiting  theie  in  September. 
Is  Congresbury  considered  good,  or  would  it  be 
advisable  to  go  a  little  south,  to,  say,  some  station 
on  the  River  Axe?  Any  information  and  ticket 
prices  will  be  very  acceptable  to— Yours  truly, 

O.  D.  Ansell. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT  IN 
SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  anything  about  trout  fishing  in  the  lakes  iu 
September  ?  I  have  heard  good  accounts  of 
ii^nnerdale.  Any  information  as  to  other  lakes 
where  there  is  a  chance  of  sport  with  trout  would 
be  acceptable.  I  may  say  T  have  fished  this  spring 
Wmdermere,  Derwentwater,  UUswater,  and  Bassen- 
thwaite,  and  found  them  all  bad,  in  fact  not  worlh 
the  time  and  trouble  expended. — Yours  truly. 

Spinning  Minnow. 

[I  should  advise  "  Spinning  Minnow "  to  get  a 
copy  of  "  Watson's  English  Lake  District  Fisheries  " 
a  very  mcely  illustrated  little  book  published  in 
1899.  September  is  often  a  good  month  for  lake 
trout  fishing,  as  the  fish  come  on  to  the  shallows 
again.  In  the  height  of  summer  they  probably  find 
it  pleasanter  below  in  the  depths.  I  hope  some 
anglers  who  fish  in  September  in  the  lakes  will 
kindly  reply. — Ed. J 

"GOOD  SPORT  ON  THE  COLNE." 
Dear  Sir, — It  was  refreshing  to  read  in  the  Fishmg 
Gazette  of  Aug.  4  of  good  sport  in  the  Colne  rented 
by  the  Watford  Piscators.  Others  and  myself 
fish  the  Colne  immediately  below  the  "  Watford  " 
water,  and  regret  to  say,  although  there  are  "  tons  " 
of  various  good  fish,  it  is  seldom  we  get  a  "  knock  " 
these  days. 

Only  a  few  days  ago,  for  some  unaccountable 
reason,  we  lost  close  on  a  hundred  fine  roach — not 
a  dozen  (if  as  many)  under  one  pound  !  How  was 
it  the  small  roach  escaped  ?  And,  again,  how  was 
it  that  the  trout  escaped  ? 

The  one  and  only  reason  I  can  give  for  sport 
falling  off  is  owing  to  the  abimdance  of  natural 
food. — Yours  truly,  r.  \y_ 


FISHING  NEAR  CARDIFF. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  any  information  as  to  coarse  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cardiff,  and  whether  the 
Taff,  Ely,  or  Rhymney  rivers  contain  only  trout ; 
or  coarse  fishing  near  any  seaside  resort  in  the 

South  Wales  district  would  do.    And  oblige  ■ 

Yours  truly,  Coline! 

FISHING  NEAR  NEWBURY,  BERKS. 
Dear  Sib, — Can   any   of   your   readers  kindly 
inform  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  near 
Newbury,  Berks,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  free  or 

if  permission  has  to  be  obtained  ?    And  oblige  

Youra  truly.  Reader. 
(Several  letters  a/re  una/voidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  141.] 
The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Taclde  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOB. 


Trout  Eggs  from  New  Zealand. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  that  there  are  at 
present  in  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's  fish  hatcheries 
and  in  the  Blagdon  fish  hatchery  some  thousands 
of  healthy  New  Zealand  trout  eggs  or  fry,  -which 
reached  London  last  week. 

On  Aug.  13  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Alexr.  C.  Begg,  the  president  of  the  Otago  Acclima- 
tisation Society,  dated  Dunedin,  July  5,  advising 
me  that  about  12,000  eggs— one  half  brown 
trout  eggs  taken  from  splendid  fish  weighing 
151b.,  and  the  other  half  Loch  Leven  eggs 
from  the  society's  stock  fish  at  Clinton,  weighing 
from  71b.  to  101b.— were  that  day,  July  5,  shipped 
for  me  in  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Company's 
steamer,  the  Turakina.  The  eggs,  Mr.  Begg  in- 
formed me,  were  packed  in  the  same  box  as  our 
successful  shipment  of  eggs  to  New  Zealand  was 
made  in  per  the  Maori,  and  that  every  care  had 
been  taken  in  packing,  etc.  To  quote  from  Mr. 
Begg's  letter: — 

"The  chief  engineer  will  take  charge,  and  he 
has  received  full  written  directions  as  to  treat- 
ment of  the  eggs  on  the  voyage,  temperatures, 
etc.  A  young  man  called  Archd.  McNeur,  a 
passenger  by  the  ship,  who  is  well  known  to  me 
as  a  thoroughly  reliable  man,  has  undertaken  to 
see  that  the  directions  are  fully  carried  out  . 

"We  have  arranged  for  a  second  shipment  to 
go  to  you  on  July  19  by  the  R.M.S.  Athtnic, 
of  the  Shaw  Saville  and  Albion  Line,  and  shall 
advise  you  further  in  due  course.  Our  society  is 
presentmg  these  shipments  to  your  friends  free 
of  charge  in  return  for  the  eggs  they  kindly 
sent,  and  we  trust  that  both  shipments  will 
turn  out  favourably,  and  that  the  fish  reared  from 
them  will  be  as  good  as  the  parent  fish.  Both  ship- 
ments are  being  carried  freight  free  by  the  shipping 
companies." 

On  receipt  of  this  letter,  I  arranged  with  Mr.  J.  ' 
B.  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  director  of  Lord  Denbigh's 
fisheries  at  Holywell,  North  Wales,  and  with  Mr. 
Alexander,  manager  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks 


Co.,  who  both  agreed  to  have  hatching  boxes 
ready.  Mr.  Alexander  also  kindly  allowed  Mr. 
Carr,  hia  fish  culturist,  to  come  up  for  the  eggs. 
Mr.  Carr  at  my  request  sent  me  the  following  little 
report : — 

"  Ubley  Mill  House, 

"  Ubley,  near  Bristol, 

"Aug.  21,  1906. 
"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  reference  to  the 
trout  ova  from  New  Zealand,  as  I  promised  you 
I  now  send  you  my  report  on  same.  I  found  the 
box  containing  the  ova  in  the  cold  store  on 
board  the  Turakina  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Docks 
on  Aug.  17.  On  opening  the  box  I  found  the  ice 
tray  full  of  ice,  but  unfortunately  the  bottom  of 
the  tray  was  filled  with  moss,  which  formed  a 
mat  and  excluded  the  air.  On  removing  the  ice 
tray  I  found  the  trays  containing  the  ova  fresh 
and  clean  and  no  sign  of  fungus,  but  there  was 
very  little  ova  in  any  of  the  trays,  and  the  best 
eggs — the  brown — did  worst,  as  only  forty  or  so 
survived  the  journey  in  each  tray.  The  Looh 
Levens  did  better,  but  ova  very  small.  There 
was  a  number  of  dead  eggs  in  the  various  trays, 
which  I  did  not  pick  out;  The  Otago  Acclimatisa- 
tion Society  appear  to  have  adopted  the  same 
system  as  last  year  when  they  sent  the  ova  home. 

"  The  general  appearance  of  the  ova  and  moss 
was  healthy.  I  divided  the  ova  tray  and  tray 
about,  and  replaced  the  five  trays  that  fell  to  Lord 
Denbigh  in  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society's 
box,  which  I  handed  over  to  you  at  Euston.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  went  safe  to  Holywell.  I 
arrived  at  Ubley  about  1  30  a.m.,  and  had  the  ova 
placed  in  the  hatchery  without  delay.  They  were 
all  safe,  although  I  had  no  ice  on  them.  I  would 
have  about  1100  eggs  good  and  bad. 

"The  Loch  Leven  ova  hatched  out  this  morning, 
and  I  hope  will  go  on  well.— Respectfully  yours, 

"Donald  Carr.'! 
I  had  arranged  with  Mr.  Carr  to  call  for  me  with 
the  eggs  in  two  boxes,  one  for  Blagdon  and  one  for 
Holywell,  and  I  would  go  to  Euston  to  see  Lord 
Denbigh's  lot  off.  Before  Mr.  Carr  returned  from 
the  docks  I  had  a  call  from  Mr.  Archd.  McNeur, 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Begg's  letter.  Mr.  McNeur  told 
me  that  he  had  examined  the  eggs  regularly,  and 
that  the  ship's  butcher  had  also  been  most  atten- 
tive in  giving  ice  when  required.  Mr.  McNeur  kept 
notes,  and  I  give  them  as  interesting  records — it 
will  be  seen  that  a  great  many  eggs  had  to  be 
picked  out  and  thrown  away.  It  will  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Carr's  report  that  he  estimated  he  had  about 
eleven  hundred  eggs,  good  and  bad,  and  the 
manager  of  Lord  Denbigh's  fisheries,  on  Aug.  21, 
wrote : — 

"  Fisheries  Office,  Holywell,  N.  Wales, 
"Aug.  21. 

"Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  yours  of  Aug.  20,  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  out  of  the  consignment  of 
New  Zealand  trout  ova  received,  about  3000  are 
alive  and  now  on  the  point  of  hatching — in  fact, 
some  are  already  coming  out." 

Mr.  a.  McNextr's  Notes, 
made   on   board   the   ss.    Turakina,  which  left 
Dunedin  on  July  5,  and  arrived  at  the  Royal  Victoria 
Docks,  London,  Aug.  15  (forty-one  days): — 

Saturday  Evening,  July  7. — I  examined  the  ova, 
and  found  them  with  a  good  supply  of  ice,  and 
everything  around  damp  on  the  floor  of  the  cooling 
room.  The  temperature  was  about  45.  I  took 
away  over  half  a  cup  of  dead  eggs  from  the  trays 
vs'ith  the  large  reddish  eggs ;  the  others  were  in 
better  order,  with  only  a  few  white  (which  I 
removed),  namely,  the  smaller  light-coloured  ones. 
I  sprinkled  water  over  the  ice  and  closed  it  up 
again.  The  butcher  promised  to  keep  an  eye  on  it, 
and  keep  up  a  supply  of  ice. 

Friday,  July  13. — The  case  was  well  suppliei 
with  pulverised  ice,  and  everything  damp.  The 
temperature  was  about  44.  Took  away  over  half  a 
cupful  of  white  eggs  from  the  larger  reddish  ones  : 
the  other  trays  were  in  better  order.  SprinkL  d 
water  over  the  inside  of  the  box  and  over  the  trays. 

Friday,  July  20. — I  found  the  case  well  supphed 
with  ice.  The  temperature  was  about  35,  and  rose 
considerably  before  I  left.  Took  out  about  half  a 
cupful  of  white  eggs,  and  sprinkled  water  over  the 
ice.  The  brownish  eggs  were  worse  than  the  lighter 
and  smaller  ones. 

Thursday,  July  26. — Examined  eggs.  Found 
good  supply  of  ice,  and  moss,  etc.,  damp  as  usual. 
The  temperature  was  38  in  the  cooling  room.  I 
removed  about  half  a  cupful  of  dead  eggs.  All  the 
boxes  were  much  the  same,  but  the  lower  boxes 
appeared  to  be  the  worst  of  all.    Altered  boxes, 


shifting  bottom  ones  nearer  ih'i  top.  Sprinkled 
water  on  ice.  Noticed  that  eyes  were  visible  on 
small  white  eggs. 

Saturday,  July  28. — Went  down  and  examined 
the  ova,  and  found  them  all  right,  and  with  a  fresh 
supply  of  ice. 

Thursday,  August  3. — Examined  eggs,  and  found 
them  well  supplied  with  ice  ;  everytlung  was  damp 
and  in  good  order.  The  temperature  in  the  coolinp 
room  was  about  46.  The  white  eggs  appean  d 
furthor  advanced,  and  the  syes,  veins,  etc.,  ware 
plainly  visible.  The  small  white  eggs  were  very 
bad  indeed,  and  I  took  away  about  a  small  tin 
pannikin  full  of  dead  ones.  Finishing  off  next 
morning,  August  4.  The  eggs  were  worse  on  this 
occasion  than  formerly,  and  X  could  not  account  for 
it,  as  the  temperatura  changes  very  little,  if  any. 

Friday,  August  10. — Examined  the  ova,  and 
found  everything  in  good  ord^r,  and  a  plentiful 
supply  of  ice.  The  temperature  in  cooling  room 
was  42.  I  took  away  about  halt  a  pannikin  of  dead 
eggs.  They  were  in  better  order  than  on  the 
previous  occasion ;  some  of  the  trays  with  the 
small  white  eggs  were  worse  than  others. 

Monday,  August  13. — Examined  tlio  ova,  and 
found  the  box  well  supplied  with  ice.  The  tempera- 
ture was  about  36.  Removed  all  the  dead  eggs. 
Noticed  signs  of  life  in  some  of  the  eggs. 

Tuesday,  August  14. — The  butcher  had  just  given 
the  eggs  a  fresh  supply  of  ice.  He  has  been  very 
obliging  and  attentive  all  the  way.  Arranged  with 
him  that  I  should  be  at  the  docks  at  10  a.m.  ne.xt 
morning. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  find  we  have  about 
4000  of  the  eggs  safe  and  in  good  condition.  In 
addition  to  the  donors  of  the  eggs,  the  Otago 
Acclimatisation  Society,  and  the  shipping  com- 
panies already  mentioned,  we  have  to  thank  the 
London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company  for 
giving  special  attention  to  the  eggs,  providing  ice 
on  the  journey,  and  delivering  them  safely  at 
Holywell  without  charge. 

I  hope  even  better  success  will  attend  the  ship- 
ment by  the  Athenic  due  in  London  on  Aug.  31. 
Mr.  Carr  tells  me  that  the  few  fish  he  got 
from  last  year's  shipment  are  now  about  Sin.  to 
7in.  in  length. 

Personally,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  all  concerned 
who  have  helped  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  I 
made  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  the  spring  of  1905, 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  we  could  get  ova 
from  the  grand  trout  of  New  Zealand  to  see  how 
they  will  do  in  our  water  and  crossed  with  our  fish 
descended  from  the  same  stock. 


Salmon  in  New  Zealand. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  follomng  most  interesting 
account,  it  really  looks  as  if  at  any  rate  some  of  the 
Quinnat  salmon  (North  America  Pacific  Coast  fish, 
used  chiefly  in  the  canning  business,  and  no  use  to 
the  fly-fisher)  which  hatched  in  New  Zealand  have 
come  back  from  the  sea  as  fish  of  161b.  or  so.  Mr.  B. 
Bennion,  of  Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  sent  the 
extract  to  Mr.  Payton,  of  Calais,  asking  him  kindly 
to  send  it  on  to  me.  We  shall  look  with  interest 
for  Sir  James  Hector's  Report,  though  I  have  every 
faith  in  Mr.  Ayson's  knowledge. 

The  following  is  the  account  from  the  New  Zealand 
Herald  of  June  6,  1906  :  — 

"  Acclimatisation  of  Salmon  in  New  Zealand. 

"  The  message  received  from  Mr.  C.  L.  Ayson,  the 
Government  officer  in  charge  of  the  fish  hatchery 
at  Hakataramea,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  taken 
three  true  Quinnat  salmon  in  the  Hakataramea 
river,  is  of  considerable  interest,  as  it  indicates  the 
possible  consummation  of  many  years  of  arduous 
endeavours  to  acchmatise  the  valuable  British 
Columbian  salmon  in  New  Zealand.  Mr.  L.  F.  Ayson, 
chief  inspector  of  fisheries  (whose  son  is  in  charge  at 
Hakataramea),  states  that  the  official  advice  received 
is  even  more  encouraging.  This  states  that  two 
species  of  salmon  were  taken,  a  '  Quinnat '  (referred 
to  as  a  beauty,  161b.  in  weight)  and  two  '  sockeye  ' 
salmon,  and  that  this  is  the  first  real  indication 
during  an  experimental  period  extending  over  thirty 
years  that  salmon  hberated  in  a  New  Zealand  river 
run  to  the  sea,  and  return  up  a  river  to  spawn,  as  is 
the  habit  of  the  salmon. 

"By  Telegraph. 
"  The  fish  taken  in  the  Hakataramea  river  by  the 
caretaker  of  the  Government  hatchery  has  reached 
WelUngton.  It  was  seen  by  Sir  James  Hector,  and 
he  expressed  an  opinion  that  it  was  true  Quinnat 
salmon,  but  he  intends  to  make  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  the  fish  before  making  a  definite  pronounce- 
ment." 
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Ruination  of  our  Salmon  Fisheries  by  Drift  Nets. 

There  can,  I  think,  be  little  doubt  that  Sir  Francis 
Ley,  Bart.,  is  perfectly  correct  when  he  says, 
"  Drift  netting  is  proving  the  ruin  of  many  of  our 
salmon  rivers.  The  system  of  weighting  and 
anchoring  the  nets  is  one  which  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  prevent,  and  anchored  nets  are  as  bad  as 
ordinary  fixed  nets."  And  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  it  is 
suggested  that  "  fixed  engines  "  should  be  again 
made  legal. 

A  Fine  Conway  Trout. 

Mr.  Tom  Hughes,  the  Conway  river  keeper. 
Writes": — 

"  Lledyr  Bridge,  Bettws-y-Coed, 
"  Aug.  20. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  thought  I  had  better  report  to 
you  that  a  catch  of  a  6|lb.  trout  was  made  by  Mr.  N. 
Kurtz  on  the  River  Conway.  It  weighed  nearly 
71b.  when  I  saw  it  taken  out  of  the  water,  and 
was  caught  on  a  fly  called  a  Canary.  He  also 
caught  trout  last  week  weighing  about  141b. 
altogether  ;  one  weighed  3 Jib.  and  another  31b. — 
both  on  a  trout  fly. 

"  There  is  good  water  in  the  river  at  present.  The 
trout  Mr.  N.  Kurtz  caught  has  been  sent  to  Messrs. 
Allcock,  Redditch,  to  be  stuffed." 


Anglers  who  enjoy  good  Free  Fishing  ought  to 
support  those  who  Protect  the  Fishing. 

Mr.  Scrope  Doig,  whose  splendid  work  as  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association  I  have 
often  had  occasion  to  record  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
writes  to  me  as  follows : — 

"  Oughterard  House, 
"  Oughterard,  co.  Galway. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  see  in-  your  issue  of  Aug.  18  a 
reference  to  the  poor  support  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  meets  with  from  anglers 
fishing  in  its  free  waters,  who  are  only  too  glad  to 
do  the  fishing  as  long  as  others  pay  for  the  pre- 
servation. I  am  sorry  to  state  that  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association  has  the  same  experience  to 
record,  and  especially  so  this  year. 

"  Many  of  the  anglers  who  visited  the  lake  during 
the  past  May  Fly  season,  and  had  excellent  sport, 
went  away  tvdthout  giving  anything  to  the  funds  of 
the  association,  and  it  is  still  the  same  case,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  in  the  '  Harry  '  season.  Some  of  the 
anglers  on  being  asked  by  our  inspectors  for  a 
subscription  have  rephed  that  they  would  send  one 
to  the  hon.  secretary,  others  that  they  will  consider 
about  it.  In  the  majority  of  cases  they  forget  to 
send  their  subscription,  or  are  still  considering  the 
matter.  One  gallant  warrior  fished  for  six  weeks 
and  had  excellent  sport  both  with  salmon  and  trout, 
and  on  being  asked  for  a  subscription,  sent  2s.  6d. 
to  the  inspector  by  the  waiter,  which  I  regret  to 
say  was  promptly  returned. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  many  anglers  support  the 
association  most  generously  and  loyally,  even  though 
circumstances  may  prevent  them  from  paying  the 
lake  a  visit  during  the  year. 

"  The  only  remedy  would  appear  to  be  to  get  a 
short  Act  passed  through  Parhament  making  the 
Inland  Fisheries  Act  applicable  to  Loughs  Corrib 
and  Mask,  and  thus  enable  the  Conservators  to 
impose  a  rod  licence  on  every  angler  fishing  in 
those  waters." 

I  quite  agree  u-ith  Mr.  Doig.  Funds  for  preserva- 
tion and  protection  ought  to  be  provided  by  those 
who  enjoy  the  fishing. 


Sport  with  the  Sea-Trout 

Mr.  G.  M.  Bond,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  has,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  been  having  some  nice  sport  in 
South  Uist.  Writing  from  the  Lochboisdale  Hotel, 
on  Aug.  19,  he  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Mabston, — Your  kind  letter  has  only 
just  reached  me  here.  Many  thanks  for  all  the 
trouble  you  have  taken  for  me  about  fishing  quarters. 
My  daughter  and  I  came  up  here  on  Aug.  8.  It  is 
a  charming  place,  and  the  fishing  (sea-trout)  on 
three  of  the  lochs  good.  Fortunately  for  us  the 
spate  came  much  earlier  than  usual  (it  often  does 
not  come  until  end  of  August),  so  a  fair  number 
of  fish  are  up,  and  this  high  tide  (due  to-day)  is 
sure  to  bring  up  more.  So  far  we  have  got  two 
over  3Jlb.,  one  2^\h.,  and  three  or  four  from  21b. 
to  l|lb.,  besides  a  good  number  of  1  lb.  fish.  Yester- 
day we  had  nine  fish,  largest  3ilb.  ;  there  were  six 
rods  out,  which  brought  back  371b.  of  fish  altogether. 


but  the  loch  we  were  on  did  best,  as  our  two  boats 
brought  back  21  lb.  The  largest  fiSh  got  whilst  we 
have  been  here  was  61b.  (off  the  same  loch  we  were 
on  yesterday)  by  Mr.  Belcher,  formerly  head  of 
Brighton  College.  Two  51b.  fish  Avere  got  last  week, 
one  4|lb.,  and  five  31b." 

He  Holywell  Ferry. 

Mr.  A.  Scard,  of  the  Old  Ferryboat  Fishery, 
Holywell,  near  St.  Ives,  writes  :  — 

"  I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  the  para- 
graph in  your  '  Occasional  Notes '  re  Holywell 
Ferry,  and,  of  course,  you  will  see  by  my  reports 
that  no  chub  was  mentioned  as  being  caught  either 
this  or  last  week  by  the  gentlemen,  and  what  bream 
they  caught  (largest  nearly  51b.)  they  quite  deserved, 
as  they  baited  to  the  extent  of  about  £3,  and 
fished  ten  days.  There  are  still  tons  of  bream  left  for 
the  other  anglers,  if  they  only  bait  up,  they  can  get 
them  ;  and  if  too  mean  to  do  that  they  deserve  to 
go  short  of  sport.  Thanking  you  kindly.  Water 
in  good  condition." 

Somebody  must  have  been  having  a  little  joke 
about  Mr.  Pine's  sport. 

Wonderful  Shilling  Books. 

Messrs.  Wm.  Colhns,  Sons  and  Co.,  of  Glasgow 
and  London,  are  clever  anglers,  and  know  how  to 
catch  the  public,  but  even  they  have  never  before 
given  such  attractive  baits  as  in  their  new  Home 
Library  of  cro\vn  8vo  volumes  of  Standard  Works, 
all  illustrated  in  "monochrome  "  or  in  colours.  These 
volumes  tastefully  bound  in  cloth,  gilt,  are  every 
bit  as  good  value  as  most  six-shilling  novels. 

An  Excellent  Substitute  for  Wax  for  Fly  Tying— 
Brown  Trout— The  Dry-Fly  in  America. 

Mr.  Theodore  Gordon  sends  me  another  of  his 
interesting  and  practical  notes  ;  he  is  now  Uving 
on  the  Beaverkill  river  :  — 

"  Dear  Mb.  Marston, — I  hope  that  you  are 
enjoying  your  vacation  somewhere  far  from  the 
red  hot  city  and  its  stuffy  streets.  London  must 
be  much  worse  than  New  York  in  summer.  Over 
here  we  have  had  more  heat  and  greater  humidity 
than  usual,  and  I  hope  it  is  different  in  England. 
Three  of  my  cousins  are  rambhng  about  there  now. 

"  An  Excellent  Substitute  for  Wax. — Pour  a  few 
drops  of  best  coach  body  varnish  in  a  piece  of  strong 
paper :  fold  and  pass  tying  silk  between.  Any 
excess  varnish  may  be  removed  by  passing  a  small 
piece  of  paper  over  the  thread.  This  excellent  idea 
came  to  a  first-rate  amateur  fly- tier  who  told  me  of 
it.  It  works  well,  and  saves  one  a  lot  of  trouble 
with  poor  wax. 

"  In  making  bodies  of  trout  flies  from  the  plumes 
of  large  feathers,  it  is  a  decided  improvement  to  use 
two  strands  instead  of  one.  The  body  will  be  much 
stronger,  and  if  the  strips  are  laid  evenly,  one  upon 
the  other,  a  nice  rib  may  be  shown.  The  large 
feathers  of  the  wild  Canada  goose  make  very  pretty 
bodies.  I  have  found  celluloid  rather  heavy  and 
apt  to  break  in  winding  on.  I  have  made  many 
inquiries  for  condor  and  adjutant  feathers,  but  thus 
far  have  found  none.  My  pet  fly  this  season  has  a 
quill  body,  and  I  have  been  able  to  procure  but  few 
feathers  suitable  for  it. 

"  The  dry-fly  gives  delightful  sport  on  these  large 
mountain  streams.  The  brown  trout  are  found  in 
very  shallow  water — sometimes  in  strong  rifts,  only 
a  few  inches  in  depth,  and  the  greatest  care  is 
necessary  to  avoid  a  drag.  The  fly  must  be  placed 
to  an  inch  as  the  fish  will  rarely  take  it  unless  it 
floats  over  them  just  right.  Occasionally  a  large 
trout  will  rise  at  a  wet-fly  after  refusing  a  floater, 
but  usually  dry-fly  is  very  deadly  after  the  middle  of 
May.  The  brown  trout  has  at  last  gained  a  foothold 
in  the  Willowemock,  and  will  soon  be  in  full  posses- 
sion. For  many  years  great  efforts  were  made  by 
persons  prejudiced  against  this  fish  to  exclude  it 
from  this  river,  and  they  restocked  only  with  native 
brook  trout  (fontinalis).  I  fancy  that  this  was 
a  mistake,  and  believe  that  the  fishing  will  now  be 
much  more  interesting.  The  average  size  of  trout 
taken  will  certainly  be  much  greater  than  heretofore. 
To  my  notion  the  fishing  in  all  these  streams  is  far 
and  away  beyond  anything  we  enjoyed  in  the  days 
of  native  trout  only.  A  strong  point  in  favour  of  the 
brown  trout  is  its  ability  to  thrive  in  water  of  fairly 
high  temperature.  Twenty  years  ago  the  water  in 
these  mountain  rivers  remained  cool  all  summer, 
even  in  the  lower  reaches,  but  the  destruction  of 
timber  and  clearing  of  swamps  have  made  a  great 


change.  I  know  of  tributaries  which  were  formerly 
never-failing  streams  of  pure  cold  water,  which  now 
dry  up  entirely  every  summer. 

"  I  enclose  one  of  the  flies  with  which  I  have  killed 
great  numbers  of  trout  this  season.  In  order  to  get 
the  best  side  of  the  wing  feathers  outside,  I  tie  the 
double  strips  on  concave  side  in  ;  then  spht  and 
secure  in  position  with  the  figure-of-eight  whipping. 
The  fly  looks  rather  clumsy,  but  kills  extremely 
well.  It  has  two  cock  hackles  to  make  it  float  well, 
and  nothing  could  be  better  in  that  respect.  I  am 
quite  confident  that  this  fly  would  do  well  in  some 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  course,  on  hooks 
of  a  size  suited  to  the  water.  The  enclosed  is  tied  on 
a  No.  1  Hall's  eyed  hook.  At  this  season  of  the 
year  natural  water-born  fhes  are  not  numerous  ;  the 
water  is  too  warm  for  them  to  hatch  out  well.  How 
different  from  old  times  !  I  can  remember  when 
there  was  a  good  show  of  fly  on  all  these  rivers  in 
August.  By  going  up  nearer  the  sources  a  fair  show 
of  fly  may  be  seen  after  sunset.  Long  ago  I  wrote 
you  of  a  little  lake  near  here  which  had  been  stocked 
with  brown  trout.  It  now  holds  many  splendid 
fish,  some  of  which  are  said  to  be  more  than  2ft.  long. 
Several  years  ago  it  was  stocked  with  fontinalis, 
and  now  holds  many  of  these  trout  of  about  ^b. 
each.  It  is  strange  that  the  brown  trout  reach  such 
a  great  size,  as  there  are  no  minnows  in  the  lake. 
The  fish  seem  to  be  entirely  dependent  upon  flies 
and  their  larvae  for  food.  I  know  that  big  brown 
trout  will  swallow  the  large  "  stick  bait  "  (larva 
of  a  very  large  caddis  fly),  stick  and  all,  for  the  sake 
of  the  fat  and  succulent  grub  they  contain. 

"  On  a  short  stretch  of  free  water  four  miles  above 
this  place,  I  killed  fourteen  good  trout  recently, 
returning  nine  fish,  which  were  mostly  above  the 
legal  or  takeable  size.  One  afternoon  near 
home,  I  caught  seven  trout  and  a  ducking.  I 
fell  into  a  hole  and  got  very  wet,  and,  in  spite  of  a 
quick  return  and  change  of  clothing,  caught  cold— 
a  very  undesirable  addition  to  my  other  catches. 
Have  had  what  the  old  Southern  negroes  call  a 
'  misery  '  ever  since.  This  is  one  reason  why  I  am 
writing  this  scratchy  letter.  I  am  trying  to  divert 
myself  from  the  '  misery.' 

"  This  resort  accommodates  about  fifty  people, 
who  are  mostly  a  very  good  sort.  Golf  and  fishing 
are  the  principal  subjects  of  conversation.  I  must 
send  you  some  of  the  small  photographs  taken  in 
the  neighbourhood.  It  is  a  lovely  country,  with  the 
river  winding  in  many  corkscrew  turns  down 
between  the  mountains.  The  descent  is  for  the  most 
part  quite  rapid,  but  there  are  a  number  of  fine 
pools  near  the  house. 

"  Beaverkill  P.O.,  Aug.  8,  1906." 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  hear  our  brown  trout 
praised  by  such  a  good  American  angler  as  Mr. 
Theodore  Gordon,  and  to  find  he  kills  them  with 
first-rate  dry-flies  of  his  own  make.  The  fly  he 
sends  I  have  already  referred  to  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I  should  think  it  would  float  better  if  the 
wing  was  divided  and  made  V-shape  ;  perhaps 
American  trout  are  not  so  particular  in  having 
their  artificial  flies  "  cocked  "  as  ours  are — or  are 
supposed  to  be — for  I  have  scores  of  times  killed 
trout  which  took  the  fly  floating  all  on  one  side. 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


MILAN. 

The  recent  disastrous  conflagration  at  the  Inter- 
national Exposition,  Milan,  called  forth  universal 
messages  of  sympathy.  In  reply  to  one  from  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  the  Executive  Committee  state  that 
they  are  actively  rebuilding  the  portions  destroyed 
by  the  flre  {les  Galeries  des  Arts  Dicoratifs  Italiens 
et  Hongrois,  et  de  V Architecture),  and  that  the 
exhibitors  both  ItaUan  and  Hungarian  in  those 
sections  are  "  enthusiastically  "  responding  to  the 
Committee's  request  for  new  exhibits.  By  early 
September,  the  burnt  sections  will  be  replaced,  and 
the  new  exhibits  equally  attractive  to  the  former 
ones. 

Amongst  the  most  energetic  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  are  gentlemen  prominent  in 
the  anghng  clubs  of  Lombardy  and  Venice.  So 
that,  "  as  a  matter  of  love,"  they  have  taken  good 
care  that  fishing,  fishing  gear,  and  fish  culture  are 
well  represented  in  the  Pare  division  of  the  Exposi- 
tion. 

The  Pavilion  Piscicultera-Acquario  (with  a  fa9ade 
most  tastefully  designed  by  the  architect  Signor 
Locati)  makes  an  attractive  and  imposing  appear- 
ance, and  its  contents  amply  j  ustify  the  anticipation  ^ 
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arising  from  its  admirable  exterior.  Every  sea  sends 
its  tribute.  Germany  exhibits  for  the  northern 
■waters,  Italy  and  Greece  show  for  Mediterranean 
coasts,  and  Japan  for  the  Orient  gives  rare  and 
curious  fish  and  fishing  implements.  China,  too, 
exhibits  an  interesting  collection  of  fishes  of  many 
kinds  and  sizes,  and  of  fishing  gear  most  original. 
Switzerland  lends  its  aid  ;  and  the  Austrian  river 
exhibits  are  very  interesting. 

In  the  Italian  displays  that  of  the  hragozzo  (fishing 
boat)  of  Chioggia,  with  its  two  fishermen  and 
complete  outfit,  attracts  much  attention.  France 
and  England  are  well  represented.  And  the  exhibits 
of  the  King  of  Portugal  and  of  the  Prince  of  Monaco 
give  much  information  about  the  wonders  of  the 
deep. 

The  graceful  kiosque  of  the  Societe  de  peche 
Lombarde-Benacense-  Venete  is  very  appropriate,  and 
it  is  remarkable  how  many  "  amateur-anglers  "  from 
many  lands  finger  around  it !  You  cannot  mistake 
them,  however  they  are  attired  or  whatever  tongue 
they  speak. 

"  One  touch  of  Nature  makes  the  whole  world  kin  t  " 


"MAES  OIL"  V.  SALT  WATEE. 

Several  correspondents  have  asked  me  to  let 
them  know  if  Mars  Oil  was  any  use  to  prevent  rust 
caused  by  salt  water.  Personally,  I  do  not  think 
that  any  perfect  protection  for  steel  wire  traces  is 
to  be  had  by  putting  any  oil  on  them,  but  I  think 
it  is  clear  from  the  following  testimonials  that 
Mars  Oil  is  worth  a  trial.  The  company  sent  them 
to  me  at  my  request  for  information  as  to  the  action 
of  the  oil  in  resisting  the  effects  of  salt  water.  If 
the  oil  is  found  to  extend  the  life  of  steel  traces, 
s\vivels,  hooks,  etc.,  used  in  salt  water  fishing,  it 
will  be  a  great  boon.  My  experience  is  that  a  fine 
wire  trace  is  often  untrustworthy  after  a  couple  of 
days'  sea-fishing. — R.  B.  M. 

Testimonials  fbom  German  Naval  Officers. 
First  Naval  Lieut.  Looff,  Commander  of  H.M.S. 
Hay,  writes  from  Kiel,  in  1899  : — 

"  Mars  Oil  has  been  used  experimentally  for 
treating  rifles  and  guns,  and  has  proved  exception- 
ally effective.  The  iron  parts  remained  free  from 
rust,  although  continuously  exposed  to  the  sea 
water  coming  on  deck.  I  can  consequently  recom- 
mend Mars  Oil,  not  only  as  the  best  material  for 
preserving  boots  and  leather  articles,  but  also  for 
the  guns  and  small  arms  on  board  H.I.M.S." 

The  same  officer  writes  from  Flensburg  on  board 
H.M.S.  Blucher,  1902  :— 

"  I  am  still  using  Mars  Oil,  and  have  not  altered 
my  previous  opinion  about  this  oil,  even  after 
having  used  it  for  years.  I  can  recommend  it  in 
every  respect,  and  wish  it  every  success." 

Captain  Lieut.  Liersemann,  of  H.M.S.  Jagd, 
writes  from  Sassnitz,  1900  : — 

"  The  sample  of  Mars  Oil  has  been  handed  to  the 
crew  for  the  treatment  of  their  sea  boots,  and  in  the 
landing  manoeuvres,  when  these  boots  were  exposed 
to  sea- water,  the  oil  has  proved  itself  very  effective." 

P.  Rickmers,  Esq.,  writes  from  Bad  Essen,  in 
1902  :  — 

"  I  have  to  pay  you  a  compUment.  Having 
returned  from  a  three  months'  cruise  in  my  steam 
yacht  Sabine  in  the  Baltic,  in  Russian,  Finnish, 
and  Swedish  waters,  I  have  to-day  for  the  first  time 
looked  at  a  double-barrelled  gun,  which,  during  the 
whole  time,  has  been  standing  in  .the  gun  cabinet  on 
board.  This  gun  was  cleaned  in  and  out  before 
my  departure— that  is  to  say,  four  months  ago— 
with  Mars  Oil,  as  there  were  indications  that  it  had 
suffered  from  rust.  I  found  that  both  barrels  were 
as  clean  inside  as  if  the  gun  had  just  come  from  the 
manufacturer,  and  any  oil  which  proves  itself  as 
effective  as  that  at  sea,  where  the  air  is  always 
humid  and  salty,  then  I  can  only  say  that  such  an 
oil  is  unsurpassed.  I  am  also  using  Mars  Oil  for 
boots  and  shoes,  and  all  leather  articles,  and  while 
other  boots  and  shoes  not  treated  with  Mars  Oil 
have  become  mouldy,  those  treated  with  this  oil 
do  not  show  the  least  sign  of  it." 

How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  ' 
By  U.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  '■  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— /"w/u'/is  Gazetu. 


LOCH  FLIES  FOE  SEA-TEOUT 
AND  BEOWN-TEOUT. 

THE  DRAGON  FLY  SERIES. 

By  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 
Wanderings  in  search  of  sport— sea- trout  and 
brown-trout  fishing— have  led  to  my  visiting  during 
the  last  few  years  many  of  the  best-known  waters 
(Lochs)  both  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  ;  and  as  it 
always  interests  me  more  to  try  experiments  than 
to  try  to  make  large  bags,  I  have  during  these 
occasions  essayed  various,  and  more  or  less  "  un- 
orthodox," combinations  of  "  fur  and  feathers,"— 
or,  to  be  accurate,  of  "  feathers  and  tinsel,"— as  the 
line  of  experiment  has  been  exclusively  with  tinsel- 
bodied  flies— or  flies  the  bodies  of  which  were  com- 
posed of  naked  silver  or  gold  "  tinsel,"  or  "  oval  " 

It  certainly  would  seem  that  there  is  a  fashion  in 
flies— I  mean  with  the  fish— or  else  we  should  not 
find  old  standard  patterns  disappearing  by  degrees 
from  our  fly-books.  The  "  Heckam-peckam,"  for 
example,  which  was  once  a  hot  favourite,  I  seldom 
now  meet  with,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the 

Zulu,"  m  Its  original  dressing.  I  made  a  bet  with 
a  man  last  year  in  a  fishing  hotel  Vhere  there  were 
ten  or  twelve  anglers  at  table,  that  he  could  not 
produce  a  real  "  Zulu  "  amongst  them  all,  and  he 
lost.  Fhes  with  a  good  deal  of  tinsel  appear,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  have  been  gaining  ground  for 
some  time  past ;  a  fashion  which  I  so  far  antici- 
pated that  out  of  three  general  salmon  flies  recom- 
mended in  the  "  Modern  Practical  Angler,"  some 
forty  years  ago,  two  had  plain  "  undiluted  "  metal 
bodies— one  silver  and  one  gold. 

In  my  recent  experiments  with  loch  flies  on  this 
Ime,  after  trying  various  combinations,  three 
appear  to  give  the  continuously  best  results  under 
varying  conditions.  They  are  all  "  hackle-dressed," 
— ».e.,  flies  without  wings.  For  the  sake  of 
'i^.^'^o  christened  them  the  "  Dragon 

Fly  Series."    Their  descriptions  are  : 

1.  ("  Red  Dragon.")     Tail,  scarlet  ibis  ;  body, 
gold  oval  ;  hackle  (at  head  only),  magenta. 

2   ("  Black  Dragon.")    Tail,  scarlet  ibis  ;  body, 
gold  oval ;  black  (hen)  hackle  at  head  only 

3.  ("  Silver  Dragon.")    Tail,  scarlet  ibis  ;  body, 
silver  tinsel  (flat)  ;  hackle  same  as  No.  2. 

Of  these  series  the  first  is  perhaps  the  fly  I 
should  choose,  if  I  had  to  depend  upon  a  single 


The  Red  Dragon. 

pattern  ;  and  next  to  that— and  always  best  as 
the  "  dropper  "—No.  3.  I  have  given  these  two 
the  fullest  trial,  and  have  found  them  generally  to 
be  depended  upon  both  for  sea-trout  and  brown- 
trout.  In  my  experiments  with  No.  1,  the  Red 
Dragon,  I  may  say  that  I  was  especially  fortunate 
in  having  the  opportunity  (last  year)  of  giving  it 
a  final  trial  upon  such  well-known  splendid  waters 
as  those  of  Connemara,  including  Derryclere,  one 
of  the  best  sea-trout  loughs  in  Ireland.  It  is  now 
leased  by  Dr.  Fenton,  a  most  successful  fly-fisher 
who  has  had  exceptional  experience  of  sea-trout 
and  with  whom  I  fished  repeatedly  out  of  the 
same  boat,  always  trying  comparative  experi- 
ments with  flies.  The  upshot  of  these  experiments 
was  that  Dr.  Fenton  entirely  agreed  with  me  as  to 
the  exceptional  excellence  of  the  Red  Dragon 
which  he  tried  both  as  a  dropper  and  as  a  tail 
fly.  ior  my  own  part,  however,  I  distinctly  prefer 
it  as  the  tail  fly,  using  the  Silver  Dragon,  a  couple 
of  sizes  smaller,  as  the  dropper.  I  have  also  found 
the  same  cast  hard  to  beat  for  bro%vn-trout  in 
most  of  the  lochs— and  there  are  not  a  few— 
where  I  have  tried  it.  On  Loch  Marree— a  sea- 
trout  loch— the  season  before  last,  I  found  the 
Silver  Dragon  especially  good  as  a  dropper  It 
appeared  to  kill  best,  as  indeed  did  most  other 
flies,  when  used  small,— oi  about  ordinary  loch 
brown-trout  size.  There  seem,  however,  to  be 
exceptions  to  this  rule  of  smaU  flies,  even  on  Loch 


Marree,  as  there  was  one  veteran  fishing  from  the 
same  hotel  who  often  made  capital  bags  using 
large  flies — one  of  them  I  remember  a  fly  as  big 
as,  and  very  much  like,  a  good-sized  Marlow  buz. 

Of  course  in  choosing  the  exact  size  of  flies,  one 
must  be  always  guided  to  some  extent  by  the  state 
of  the  weather.  On  rough  squally  days,  as  every- 
one knows,  a  much  bigger  fly  will  kill,  than  on 
calm  or  sunny  days.  Again,  with  regard  to  tho 
differences  of  colours  of  flies  on  different  days,  I 
should  personally— until  satisfied  that  they  were  a 
failure — be  disposed  to  stick  to  the  flies  I  have 
mentioned,  quite  irrespective  of  the  angling  adage 
which  I  once  versified  : 

Dark  weather — dark  feather; 
Weather  bright — feather  light. 

The  "  Dragon  Flies  "  are  dressed  in  all  sizes  upon 
my  Sneck-bend  turn-down  eyed  hooks,  which,  in  tho 
words  of  Dr.  Fenton,  "  seem  to  baffle  the  short 
risers."  They  are  made  to  my  instructions  by 
Messrs.  Bartleet  &  Co.,  of  Abbey  Mills,  Redditch. 

Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co.,  191,  Strand,  London, 
have  complete  patterns  of  the  flies,  and  dress  them 
on  the  above  hooks. 


VICTOEIAN  FISH  PEOTECTION 
SOCIETY  AND  ANGLEES' 
CLUB,  MELBOUENE. 

Extracts  from  the  Fifteenth  Annual  Report  {Year 
ending  June  30,  1906). 

[It  is  pleasant  to  note  with  what  energy  and 
enthusiasm  our  friends  in  Victoria  carry  on  their 
fish  protection  and  fishing.  Some  of  our  institutions 
might  well  wake  up  and  do  something  more  of  the 
kind.— Ed.  F.G.] 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  formation  of  two  new 
societies  in  the  metropolis — namely,  the  South  Yarra 
and  Albert  Park  Societies— and,  at  the  request  of  the 
promoters,  your  society  furnished  particulars  and 
rules  to  residents  of  Sydney,  Mt.  Gambler,  Mansfield, 
and  Orbost  respectively,  at  which  places  it  was 
intended  to  form  fish  protection  societies. 

With  sorrow  your  committee  has  during  the  year 
recorded  the  deaths  of  Messrs.  H.  F.  Rix,  John 
Littlewood,  and  Joseph  Nixon,  members  of  the 
society  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Kingsbury,  past-president  of 
the  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council ;  and  Mr.  W.  R. 
Phillips,  president  of  the  Brunswick  and  Coburg 
Society.  All  these  gentlemen  were  ardent  fish- 
protectionists. 

Your  society,  in  recognition  of  the  good  feeling 
which  has  always  existed  between  its  members  and 
landholders  in  rural  districts,  showed  its  sympathy 
with  the  sufferers  from  the  bush  fires  in  the  summer 
by  opening  a  subscription  list,  resulting  in  a  sum  of 
money  being  donated  to  the  relief  fund  from  the 
society's  funds,  and  by  several  members  individually. 

Our  guests  during  the  year  have  included  Dr.  A. 
Burne,  president  of  the  Sydney  Amateur  Fishermen's 
Association  ;  Mr.  C.  Sigley,  promoter  of  the  Brisbane 
A.F.A.  ;  and  Mr.  L.  S.  Bruce,  secretary  of  the 
Northern  Tasmania  Tourists'  Association. 

Schnapper  of  good  size  were  plentiful  in  the  bay, 
and  afforded  good  sport,  and  bream-fishing  in  the 
Werribee  was  again  proUfic,  but  the  Saltwater  river 
was  below  its  average  in  yielding  bream.  Trout 
anglers  have  been  well  treated  in  country  streams, 
but  no  fish  up  to  61b.  weight  has  been  taken. 

The  interest  of  the  society  shown  by  Member 
Mr.  H.  C.  Dix  is  evidenced  by  two  splendid  speci- 
mens of  accUmatised  trout  which  he  obtained,  and 
which  adorn  the  club-room  walls.  One — a  141b. 
rainbow — was  presented  by  the  New  Zealand 
Tourists'  Association,  and  the  other — a  221b.  brown 
• — by  the  Northern  Tasmania  Tourists'  Association, 
the  latter  also  presenting  a  well-framed  group  of 
three  photographs  of  catches  of  trout  and  bream, 
while  the  New  Zealand  Association's  gift  of  several 
photographs  of  trout  and  trout  streams  all  add  to 
the  beauty  of  the  club-room. 

Member  Mr.  W.  Marshall  presented  the  society 
with  a  fine  specimen  of  bream  (41b.  looz.).  caught 
by  him  in  the  Mordialloc  Creek.  The  thanks  of  the 
society  are  due  to  Member  Mr.  W.  Cooper  for  having 
kindly  made  the  cases  for  these  specimens. 

With  the  small  staff  of  travelling  inspectors  at  his 
disposal,  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  continues 
to  do  good  work,  and  exemplary  pimishment  has 
been  meted  out  to  offenders  in  those  cases  in  which 
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prosecutions  have  been  successful,  but  your  com- 
mittee regrets  that  the  Chief  Inspector's  stafi  is  still 
insulRcient  to  deal  with  the  numerous  complaints 
made,  as,  for  instance,  the  complaints  made  by  this 
society  as  to  the  "  up-turning  "  of  myriads  of  small 
flounder  at  the  mouth  of  Kororoit  Creek,  pollution 
at  the  Coal  Canal,  and  netting  in  the  Saltwater 
river.  Another  matter  which  your  committee 
regards  as  unsatisfactory  is  the  continued  practice 
of  the  department  of  selling  confi:  cated  nets  in  the 
localities  in  which  the  same  were  captured.  These 
matters  have  been  brought  by  your  society  under 
the  notice  of  the  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  outcome  of  the  conference 
held  in  Melbourne  some  months  ago  by  represen- 
tatives of  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and  South 
Australia,  would  be  the  taking  of  steps  by  now  to 
establish  an  inter-State  hatchery,  but  the  tardiness 
displayed  is  only  one  more  instance  of  the  light 
manner  in  which  piscicultural  work  is  regarded  by 
the  Government  of  this  State,  and  for  this  reason 
your  society  has  decided  to  give  its  support  to  the 
project  of  the  Corowa  Anglers'  Club  to  equip  a 
hatchery  and  take  charge  of  the  Murray  Fisheries. 

The  tardiness  mentioned  is  all  the  more  deplored 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  prosecution  of  persons  who 
sold  Murray  cod  in  the  close  season  was  unsuccessful, 
because  it  was  shown  the  fish  were  caught  outside 
Victoria,  and  also  owing  to  the  New  South  Wales 
Fisheries  Board  (a  Government  department)  having 
recently  procured  flounder  ova  from  Tasmania,  and 
hatched  out  nearly  50,000  of  those  fish.  It  is 
regrettable  in  the  extreme  that  this  State  should 
once  more  remain  quiescent,  while  a  sister  State 
shows  itself  ahve  to  the  importance  of  State  matters, 
and  does  not  emulate  the  example.  However,  an 
ardent  pisciculturist,  Mr.  J.  S.  Milford  (a  valuable 
member  of  the  society),  has  just  completed  the  pre- 
paration of  a  memorial  to  the  Federal  Government, 
praying  for  the  appointment  of  a  Fisheries  Com- 
mission, and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  and  firmly  beheved 
that  ere  long  the  matter  will  be  carried  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue.  The  co-operation  of  all  fish  protection 
societies  has  been  invited,  and  will  without  any 
doubt  be  wilhngly  given. 

The  work  of  your  society  is  apparently  closely 
followed  by  those  afar,  judging  by  correspondence 
received,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  Fishing  Gazette 
and  the  Field  (both  London  papers)  gave  extended 
notices  to  the  society's  doings. 

The  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council  continues  to  do 
work  of  inestimable  value  to  fish  protectionists,  and 
at  the  annual  conference  held  last  November,  impor- 
tant business  was  dealt  with,  in  particular  the 
resolve  to  agitate  for  an  acchmatised  trout  Act  and 
the  provision  therein  for  a  small  licence  fee  (trout 
anglers  only)  conditionally  upon  the  revenue  there- 
from being  devoted  to  the  artificial  propagation  and 
the  protection  of  acclimatised  trout. 

Your  committee  marks  with  disfavour  the  fact 
that  the  State  ParUament  has  not  yet  dealt  with 
the  proposed  amended  Fisheriae  Bill. 

The  thanks  of  the  society  are  due  to  the  trustees 
of  the  old  Footscray  Club  for  having  (through 
Member  Mr.  John  Johnston)  lent  to  the  society  a 
large  map  on  glass  of  the  Saltwater  river,  and  to 
Member  Mr.  C.  F.  Johnston  for  having  renovated 
the  map. 

A  very  pleasing  feature  of  the  year  has  been  the 
practical  recognition  by  the  societies  affiliated  with 
the  Victorian  Piscatorial  Council  of  the  valuable 
work  done  for  so  long  by  Mr.  F.  O'Dee,  the  council's 
honorary  secretary,  and  a  handsome  gold  watch  and 
albert  were  presented  to  Mr.  O'Dee  as  a  result. 

The  esteem  in  which  Mr.  J.  W.  Westaway,  your 
society's  honorary  secretary,  is  held  by  his  fellow- 
members  was  demonstrated  last  November  by  them 
personally  presenting  to  him  a  hunting  watch, 
bearing  an  inscription,  and  a  match-box,  and  on 
his  election  last  September  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Victorian  Piscatorial  Council,  Mr.  Westaway  re- 
ceived the  warmest  congratulations  tif  the  members 
of  this  society. 

Your  committee  considers  the  society  is  deserving 
of  congratulations  for  having  procured  and  hberated 
during  the  season  just  closed  1100  acchmatised 
yearling  trout  (this  being,  it  is  beheved,  the  largest 
number  of  yearhngs  hberated  in  Victoria  in  any  year 
by  any  society)  ;  550  brown  and  200  Loch  Leven 
Were  set  free  in  Jackson's  Creek  ;  and  the  remaining 
250  brown  and  100  Loch  Leven  in  the  Deep  Creek. 
This  brings  the  aggregate  number  of  acchmatised 
trout  (yearlings  and  fry)  hberated  by  the  society  up 
to  between  106,000  and  107,000. 

Inter-club  visits  and  inter-club  competitions  have 


been  the  means  of  strengthening  the  good  feeling 
which  exists  between  kindred  societies.  In 
November  last  Mr.  H.  De  Groot,  a  member  of  the 
Kyneton  Club,  donated  £5  5s.  for  a  trophy  for  an 
inter-club  competition  at  Kyneton,  and,  though 
your  society  was  represented  by  members  knowTi  to 
be  expert  trout  anglers,  the  coveted  prize  could  not 
be  wrested  from  the  Kyneton  Club.  The  Prahran 
Club  were  runners-up. 

In  the  metropolis  an  angling  competition  (three 
matches  on  the  Werribee,  Saltwater  river,  and 
Yarra  respectively,  and  one  on  Hobson's  Bay)  was 
held  for  a  club  trophy,  and  resulted  in  a  win  for  the 
Prahran  Club  by  a  few  ounces  in  the  aggregate 
weights.  The  Essendon  Club  were  runners-up. 
Five  evenings  were  devoted  to  euchre  and  five  to 
cribbage  in  a  competition  for  a  club  trophy,  the 
prize  falling  to  this  club  by  the  bare  margin  of  one 
game,  the  Pralu-an  Club  being  runners-up,  and  just 
missing  a  repetition  of  this  club's  performance  last 
year  in  winning  the  double  event.  The  competing 
clubs  in  the  Kyneton  competition  were  Victorian, 
Kyneton,  Lancefield,  Gisborne,  Prahran,  and 
Essendon  Clubs  ;  and  in  the  Metropolitan  angling 
competition  and  card  tournament  respectively, 
the  Victorian,  Abbotsford,  Prahran,  Essendon,  and 
South  Yarra  Clubs. 

Evening  entertainments  were  successfully  carried 
out  by  your  society  during  the  season.  The  Cinderella 
dance  held  in  April  was  splendidly  attended  and 
proved  most  enjoyable,  while  Vice-President  K. 
Ferguson's  lecture  was  a  source  of  educational 
interest  to  the  large  audience,  including  many 
ladies.  Both  functions  were  held  in  the  Manchester 
Unity  Hall. 

Papers  and  lectures  were  given  by  Messrs.  T.  H. 
Shattock  (President  Ballarat  Society),  and  J.  S. 
Milford  and  A.  H.  E.  Mattingley,  your  fellow  mem- 
bers, and  impromptu  smoking  concerts  and  card 
tournaments  were  also  successfully  carried  through. 

Members  Messrs.  A.  H.  Ferguson  and  A.  H.  E. 
Mattingley  offered  a  trophy  for  the  best  essay  or 
paper  on  a  Victorian  indigenous  fish,  and  invitations 
to  compete  were  sent  to  every  member  of  your 
society,  and  to  all  kindred  societies  in  this  State. 

The  privilege  of  angling  in  the  Werribee  passing 
through  Werribee  Park  has  afforded  members 
great  pleasure,  and  your  committee  desires  to  record 
sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  G.  T.  Chirnside  for  his  hospi- 
tality in  the  matter. 

The  prestige  of  the  society  as  "  a  host  "  was  fully 
upheld  in  connection  with  the  last  annual  smoking 
concert,  at  which  members  of  metropolitan  and 
country  societies  were  present,  and  the  society  is 
indebted  to  Messrs.  Parer  Bros.,  of  the  Crystal  Cafe, 
Bourke-street,  for  again  allowing  the  trophies  to  be 
displayed  in  their  windows  for  a  week  prior  to  the 
concert. 

Your  committee  desires  to  thank  the  Victorian 
Railways  Commissioners  for  having  granted  permis- 
sion to  the  railway  station  masters  to  weigh  in  fish 
taken  by  members  in  the  competitions. 

The  Press  has  again  earne  i  the  best  thanks  of  the 
society  for  rendering  invaluable  assistance  in  the 
cause  of  fish  protection  and  for  reporting  the 
society's  work,  and  the  North  Melbourne  Courier 
particularly  fpr  reporting  the  society's  weekly 
meetings. 

Since  the  last  annual  meeting  there  have  been 
forty-five  ordinary  meetings  of  the  society,  the 
executive  officers'  attendances  at  which  were  as 
follows  : — President  (and  trustee),  Mr.  J.  H.  Gar- 
diner, thirty-three  meetings.  Vice-presidents — 
Messrs  H.  H.  Brook,  thirty-nine  ;  F.  K.  Esling, 
forty-three  ;  R.  Ferguson,  eight  ;  and  J.  A.  Shuell, 
forty-three.  Hon.  treasurer,  thirty-six.  Hon.  secre- 
tary, forty-one.  Assistant  hon.  secretary,  forty-two. 
Trustees — Messrs.  A.  H.  Ferguson,  thirty-six  ;  and 
T.  Launder,  fourteen. 

Your  committee  considers  the  best  thanks  are 
due  by  the  society  to  Mr.  J.  Kain,  hon.  treasurer  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Westaway,  delegate  on  Victorian  Pisca- 
torial Council,  Press  correspondent,  and  hon. 
secretary  ;  Mr.  P.  Mallett.  assistant  hon.  secretary  ; 
Vice-President  Mr.  H.  H.  Brook,  delegate  on  the 
Council  ;  and  Messrs.  R.  Bisset  and  W.  J.  Dale, 
hon.  auditors  ;  for  the  volume  and  quality  of  work 
done  by  them. 

It  is  with  regret  your  committee  has  to  report  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Westaway,  your  hon. 
secretary,  owing  to  his  having  accepted  an  engage- 
ment in  Perth,  W.  A.,  and  desires  to  express  its  great 
appreciation  of  his  untiring  zeal  and  energy  in  the 
interests  of  this  society,  and  wish  him  every  success 
in  his  new  position. 


"CONNEMAKA,  AND  THE  NEIGH- 
BOUBING  SPOTS  OF  BEAUTY 
AND  INTEKEST."* 

The  beauty  and  interest  of  Western  Ireland 
suffer  no  injustice  from  the  "  Pen  and  Lens  "  of 
Mr.  Harris  Stone.  He  has  qualified  himself  for 
the  task  in  the  best  way,  by  living  on  the  spot, 
and  coming  into  close  contact  with  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  the  peasants  and  their  surroundings.  The 
country  and  its  people  have  suffered  from  super- 
ficial treatment.  The  Irish  mountains  and  loughs 
have  to  be  studied  under  various  aspects  to  discover 
the  wealth  of  beauty  in  which  they  abound.  The 
Irish,  impulsive  and  frank  though  their  nature  be, 
maintain  a  deep  reserve  towards  the  passing 
tourist.  It  is  only  "  his  honour,"  that  lives  amongst 
them,  and  is  tactful  and  sympathetic,  who  knows 
how  to  hide  the  shock  at  their  poverty,  under- 
standing something  of  the  tragedy  that  hes  behind 
it  all,  that  finds  the  "  Open  Sesame  "  into  a  nature 
rich  in  rare  human  qualities. 

The  traveller  ia  Ireland  will  find  valuable  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  district  of  the  four  counties, 
Clare,  Galway,  Mayo,  and  Sligo,  which  the  book 
covers.  The  photographs  are  excellent,  and  the 
original  maps  will  prove  a  valuable  aid  in  finding 
one's  way  about.  Archaeology,  botany,  and  natural 
history  are  discussed.  The  latter  subject  has  not 
been  treated  with  the  care  that  one  might  expect 
from  the  scholarship  of  Mr.  Stone. 

He  alludes  to  "black  crows  in  flocks, . . .  the  deadly 
enemy  to  all  small  birds,  killing  them,  eating  their 
eggs,  and  even  preying  upon  small  chickens  round 
the  cabins " — a  double  error ;  crows  are  not 
gregarious.  The  author  refers  to  rooks,  which  are 
not  carnivorous,  but  hve  on  insects  and  grain. 
The  common  crow,  Corvus  corone,  which  is  only 
found  singly — or  in  pairs — is  the  transgressor.  It 
is  rough  on  the  rook  to  be  saddled  with  his  crimes. 

Angling  is  only  incidentally  treated,  and  is  con- 
fined almost  wholly  to  the  sport  that  the  sea  yields, 
pollack,  mackerel,  and  other  coarse  fishing  in  the 
Killaries  and  off  Achill  Island  are  dealt  with.  A 
good  book  on  Connemara  fishing  is  overdue.  Mr. 
Stone  is  evidently  not  a  trout  and  salmon  angler, 
or  information  on  that  topic  would  have  bulked 
larger  in  the  volume.  He  expresses  some  views  on 
fishing,  from  which  those  who  know  the  country 
intimately  will  probably  dissent.  For  example, 
that  Ireland  is  practically  a  terra  incognita  from  an 
angling  point  of  view.  We  should  be  glad  to  think 
that  the  best  fishing  ground  had  yet  to  be  discovered. 
There  are  no  doubt  lakes  in  outlying  districts,  con- 
taining brown  trout,  which  are  little  fished,  through 
lack  of  boats,  but  on  these,  the  illegal  otter  and 
cross  lines  are  freely  used  by  the  poachers,  and 
consequently  spoiled  for  the  lovers  of  legitimate 
sport.  Beyond  these  there  is  little  to  discover.  To 
mention  Lough  Talt  as  affording  "  good  trout 
fishing  "  to  visitors  at  Enniscrone  is  a  mistake, 
excusable  only  on  the  ground  of  want  of  knowledge. 
The  quantity  of  fish  in  that  lough  is  numerous,  but 
the  quahty  about  four  to  the  pound  weight,  and 
certainly  not  worth  a  ten  miles'  journey.  The 
Moy  estuary  is  not  mentioned,  which  is  close  by, 
and  affords  good  white  trout  trolling  in  August  and 
September.  Palmerstown  and  Easky  rivers,  both 
of  which  are  not  such  a  long  cry  from  the  charming 
watering  place  referred  to,  yield  salmon  and  white 
trout  during  and  after  a  spate. 

Ballynahinch,  described  as  "  the  centre  for  some 
of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  Ireland,"  is 
a  little  misleading.  It  never  has  been  a  really  good 
salmon  centre,  and  the  white  trout  fishing,  which 
was  available  to  the  pubUc  when  General  Beresford 
was  the  lessee,  offers  much  less  attraction  now. 
Derryclare,  Lough  Inagh,  and  Ballynahinch  river 
are  in  private  hands.  What  remains  is  a  question- 
able entity. 

The  historical  sketch  of  Galway  river  is  most 
interesting,  but  there  is  a  serious  error  in  regard  to 
the  length  of  the  angling  portion  of  the  fishery, 
which  the  author  will  no  doubt  correct  in  another 
issue.  Its  length  is  given  as  "  merely  about  one 
hundred  yards  of  the  River  Corrib."  The  distance 
from  the  weir  to  the  first  bridge  is  200  yards, 
from  the  first  bridge  to  the  Barrack  Pool,  260 
yards,  and  from  that  point  to  Claddagh  Bridge  125 
yards — 585  yards  in  all  ! 

Those  interested  in  Irish  hterature  are  under  a 


*  By  J.  Harris  Stone,  M.A.,  Health  Resort  Pub- 
lishing Co.,  Ltd.,  Wardour-street,  London,  W. 
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debt  of  obligation  to  the  author  for  his  extended 
reference  to  Mary  Letitia  Martin,  "  the  C!onnemara 
Princess  "  ;  there  are  tears  in  that  story,  and  one 
welcomes  the  descriptions  of  the  charming  heroine 
of  Lever's  "  Martins  of  Cro'  Martin "  contained 
in  the  extract  from  Maria  Edgworth's  visit  to  Bally- 
nahinch  Castle. 

From  a  literary  point  of  view,  the  book's  merits 
leave  httle  to  be  desired.  It  will  be  read  with 
deep  interest,  and  if  it  secures  its  deserts,  read 
widely. 


ON  THE  DEVEEON,  HUNTLY. 

In  these  days,  when  anglers  are  increasing  in 
number  and  good  water  is  becoming  more  difficult 
to  find,  some  account  of  the  excellent  water  under 
the  control  of  the  "Huntly  Fishings  Committee" 
may  interest  some  of  your  numerous  readers. 

In  the  Deveron,  they  have  about  three  miles, 
extending  upwards  from  the  turnpike  bridge,  above 
Huntly  Lodge,  and  a  mile  from  the  railway  bridge, 
Rothiemay,  down  to  river's  junction  with  the  Isla; 
in  the  Bogie,  from  Huntly,  upwards,  Ness  Bogie 
and  Kirkney  Bum,  some  six  or  eight  miles,  and  the 
Isla  can  be  fished  its  whole  length,  some  twelve 
miles.  The  fishing  is  excellent  throughout,  and  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Huntly  is  the 
best  angling  centre  for  the  man  with  a  hght  purse 
in  all  Scotland  ;   and  now  that  the  committee's 


me  the  fly  taken  I  found  it  was  the  Dark  Silver 
Horns,  of  which  I  never  possessed  a  single  pattern — 
the  "Saltoun"  is  the  hackle  dressing  of  this  fly. 
Some  nights  Jackson's  Oil  Fly,  Cinnamon  Sedge, 
Alder,  and  White  and  Brown  moths  would  kill, 
but  next  night  the  trout  would  refuse  to  even  look 
at  them.  We  have  seen  and  heard  them  rising  all 
over,  but  with  above  flies  could  not  secure  a  trout 
worth  having,  proving  that  in  that  latitude  of 
twilight  nights,  the  "  flee  on  the  water  "  is  the  only 
one  to  kill,  even  at  1  a.m.  I  am  not  in  my  first 
youth  by  a  good  many  years,  but  at  12  p.m.  I 
have  threaded  a  No.  4  eyed  hook  by  holding  it 
up  between  me  and  the  sky.  For  early  months,  I 
find  nothing  to  beat  the  Yorkshire  hackled  (or 
spider)  patterns  of  Olive  Dun,  March  Brown,  Iron 
Blue  Dun,  and  the  "  Pale  Watery  Dun,"  called  in 
Yorkshire,  "  Water  Hen  Bio  a,  March  Brown,  Iron 
Blue,  and  Snipe  Bloa,"  or  "  Poult  Bloa,"  both 
splendid  killers.  I  never  use  fliss  dressed  locally  ; 
they  do  well  enough  when  the  water  is  high  and 
slightly  coloured,  but  for  low,  clear  water  fly- 
fishing they  cannot  come  near  the  small  Yorkshire 
hackled  flies.  As  I  was  born  up  there,  I  think  I 
cannot  be  accused  of  prejudice  ! 

In  clear,  fine  weather  in  June,  the  worm  fished  up 
stream  is  a  deadly  bait,  and  secures  large  baskets 
in  all  these  streams. 

As  for  accommodation,  the  G.N.  of  S.  Railway 
Co.,  Aberdeen,  pubUsh  a  list  of  places  where  board 
and  lodgings  can  be  had  all   along  their  fine, 


On  the  Devbeon,  neab  Milltown. 


water  is  well  watched,  poaching  is  almost  entirely 
stopped,  so  that  the  trout  are  plentiful,  and  an 
angler  can  be  sure  of  good  baskets,  conditions  being 
favourable.  The  Bogie  is  a  splendid  trout  stream, 
and  sport  can  be  had  there  when,  for  reasons  I  can- 
not explain,  trout  refuse  to  feed  in  either  Deveron 
or  Isla.  I  had  my  own  experience  in  this  respect 
confirmed  by  a  local  expert.  There  are  so  many 
burns  feeding  these  streams,  all  of  which  are  splendid 
breeding  water  for  trout,  that,  with  honest  anghng, 
it  is  impossible  to  deplete  them,  and  I  feel  sure, 
with  the  strict  supervision  of  the  committee  as  at 
present  carried  out,  the  Huntly  waters  will  long 
maintain  their  reputation. 

Fishing  commences  April  1  and  ends  Oct.  14  for 
trout,  and  for  other  fish,  not  later  than  Oct.  31. 
Being  a  trout  fisher  njyself,  I  can  say  little  about 
salmon  and  grilse,  only  that  neither  are  very 
numerous  in  these  lengths.  The  best  months  for 
trout  are,  of  course,  April  and  May  in  spring,  and 
September  and  October  at  the  end  of  the  season,  but 
during  June  good  sport  can  be  got  with  "  up- 
stream "  worm  fishing,  and  the  caddis  flies  in  the 
evening  and  night,  if  night  you  could  call  it,  for 
the  country  is  nearly  as  easy  to  distinguish  about 
the  middle  of  June  at  midnight  as  at  noon.  Night 
fly  fishing,  when  it  is  so  light,  requires  one's  having 
on  one's  cast  the  "  flee  that's  on  the  water,"  for 
any  sort  of  a  fly  will  not  kill.  One  night  last  June, 
four  of  us  were  fishing,  and  only  one  of  us,  a  farmer's 
son,  caught  anything  to  speak  of,  and  on  his  showing 


and  I  may  say  I  have  never  found  a  bad  place 
yet. 

This  June  was  a  poor  month  on  Deveron,  etc., 
there  being  remains  of  snow  drifts  on  the  higher 
hills  right  up  to  June  23,  on  which  date  I  took  my 
last  look  at  them.  The  water  and  air  were  cold 
and  larvae  paralysed.  Fly-fishing  was  consequently 
a  failure,  both  day  and  night. 

The  illustration  shows  the  Deveron  at  the  village 
of  Milltown,  Rothiemay,  looking  up.  Keith. 


SEASONABLE  COAESE  FISHING. 


Sportsmanlike  anglers  for  coarse  fish  are  now 
discarding  all  those  species  not  thoroughly  clean, 
and,  one  may  say,  unpalatable,  and  giving  their  sole 
attention  to  those  fish  which  are  now  in  their 
primest  condition.  Bream,  carp,  tench,  and  barbel 
are  essentially  summer  fish,  for  although  taken  at 
other  times  it  is  seldom  worth  while  trying  for  them, 
and  the  reward  would  not  pay  for  the  trouble  and 
patience  expended.  Even  in  the  depth  of  winter 
barbel  have  been  taken  in  the  weir  pools,  and 
bream,  tench,  and  even  carp,  by  patient  fishing  in 
quiet,  slow-running  waters  in  rivers,  but  very 
rarely  indeed  in  lakes  or  ponds. 

The  writer  has  known  bream,  and  large  ones  up 
to  61b.,  captured  on  the  coldest  of  winter  days  (that 
is,  during  a  snowstorm)  on  the  River  Thames,  while 
odd  tench,  and  even  carp,  have  now  and  again 


fallen  victims  to  an  angler's  lure,  but  always  when 
not  being  really  fished  for,  or  even  expected.  Now 
when  they  bite  freely,  are  at  their  best  and  in  most 
robust  condition,  is  the  time  for  the  angler  to  make 
the  most  of  his  opportunity.  As  a  general  rule, 
ledgering  will  bring  by  far  the  best  results  with 
bream,  carp,  tench,  and  barbol  ;  but  the  hook 
baits  are  very  various,  therefore  it  is  wise  to  bi 
prepared  with  several,  as  sometimes  when  one  does 
not  succeed  another  will  immediately  bring  good 
fortune.  Fish  are  very  fastidious,  and  as  for  chub 
(the  "loggerhead")  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  he  will 
not  take,  from  a  gentle  to  a  small  live-bait.  The 
standard  hook  bait  for  barbel  and  tench  is  the  lob 
or  dew  worm  ;  for  carp,  bread  and  other  mixed 
pastes  ;  while  bream  like  equally  well  the  lob  and 
marsh  worm,  and  in  some  waters  a  bunnh  of  fat 
gentles  will  prove  the  most  attractive  of  all  baits. 

To  make  a  big  catch  of  any  one  of  these  fish, 
even  when  they  are  feeding  well,  a  ground-baited 
"  swim  "  is  absolutely  necessary  ;  and,  again,  the 
ground-baits  used  are  various.  As  a  rule,  the  best 
will  b3  found  to  hi  cut- up  lobs  for  barbal,  tench, 
and  brean,  but  for  carp  the  most  attractive  is 
a  mixture  of  brewers'  grains  and  mashed-up  boiled 
potatoes,  and  if  some  congealed  blood  from  a 
slaughter-house,  very  fresh,  can  be  procured,  add 
it  to  the  mixture.  The  writer  has  found  boiled 
rice  with  the  cut-up  lots  first-rate  ground-bait  for 
tench  fishing,  as  the  rice  undoubtedly  keeps  the  fish 
longer  in  the  "  swim  "  than  any  other  biit  he  has 
ever  tried.  The  reason  for  this  is  simply  that  the 
fish  root  about  on  the  bottom  amongst  the  rice  to 
find  the  pieces  of  broken  lobs. 

When  the  tench  "  swim  "  has  been  thus  baited, 
the  fish  give  themselves  away  to  the  angler,  as 
this  "  rooting "  causes  a  mass  of  very  minute 
bubbles  to  rise  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and  when 
these  bubbles  come  up  and  approach  the  float — 
you  always  float-ledger  in  a  baited  stream,  without 
shot  of  any  kind,  msrely  letting  your  worm  lie 
about  six  inches  on  the  bottom — it  will  very 
quickly  commence  to  bob  or  slant  away,  and  when 
it  sinks  well  out  of  sight,  strike  gently  but  firmly. 

After  netting  your  fish,  put  on  a  fresh  lob,  and 
drop  in  where  other  masses  of  bubbles  may  be 
appearing,  and  if  they  (the  bubbles)  continue, 
your  sport  should  b3  fast  and  furious.  Supposing 
your  "swim"  has  been  ground-baited  foe  three  or 
four  days,  you  commence  fishing  it  for  the  first 
time  on  the  third  or  fourth  day.  The  tench  have 
by  then  found  your  ground-bait,  and  collected  in  the 
spot.  Midday  fishing  for  tench  is  a  waste  of  time. 
Commence  fishing  at  about  five  in  the  eveninf^,  or 
at  dawn  of  day.  If  evening,  fish  till  dusk,  or  so 
long  as  you  can  discern  your  float  ;  if  you  start 
operations  in  the  morning,  fish  till  eight  or  nine 
o'clock,  or  so  long  as  the  fish  are  feeding,  and  the 
aforesaid  minute  clusters  of  bubbles  are  appearing 
on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Be  it  particularly  noted  that  large  single  bubbles 
do  not  denote  the  presence  of  tench,  but  either 
other  fish,  eels,  or  noxious  gases  arising  from  the 
muddy  disturbed  bottom.  Should  you  be  fishing 
for  tench  in  a  pond  where  there  is  a  great  growth 
of  weeds  or  water-lilies,  let  your  "  swim  "  be  selected 
very  adjacent  to  a  thick  bed  of  weeds  or  lily  pads, 
for  beneath  them  the  tench  do  lie. 

So  much  for  tench  fishing.  Now  a  few  words 
about  the  "  wily  "  carp.  The  coarse  fish  angler 
may  well  be  proud  should  he  be  fortunate  enough 
to  capture  even  a  single  big  specimen  of  this  shy, 
cautious,  cunning,  and  decidedly  "  tricky  "  fish. 
As  the  roach  is  dubbed  "  silly,"  and  the  freshwater 
"  sheep,"  so  the  carp  claims,  and  rightly  so,  to  be 
"  wise,"  for  one  of  101b.  to  201b.,  even  when  well 
hooked  on  strong  tackle,  will  give  the  angler  a 
long  and  a  very  anxious  time,  and  until  he  sees  his 
quarry  safe  and  sound  to  grass  he  must  not  count 
his  prize  as  won.  The  carp  is  a  noble  fighter,  and 
worthy  the  "  steel  "  of  any  angler,  even  that  of  the 
keenest  salmon  fisher.  Your  tackle  must  indeed 
be  strong,  but  withal  fine,  relying  upon  quality  of 
material,  and  not  coarseness  of  gut  or  running  line, 
to  pull  you  through.  Indeed,  unless  the  water  be 
well  coloured,  you  might  as  well  try  the  coarse 
tackle  in  the  "  water-butt,"  for  you  would  have  just 
as  much  chance  of  ensnaring  a  big  carp. 

Hook  baits  for  carp  are  numerous,  but  a  bread- 
paste,  with  a  small  admixture  of  boiled  potato 
and  sweetened  with  honey  or  powdered  sugar,  will 
answer  the  purpose.  Let  the  paste  be  very  well 
kneaded,  doing  so  by  working  in  a  clean  piece  of 
linen  or  cotton,  keeping  the  hands  entirely  from  it 
for  carp  have  a  very  keen  scent,  and  experience  tells. 
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us  that  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  rhodium  is  aa  extra 
attraction  if  worked  in  with  the  paste.  The  next 
best  bait  for  a  large  carp  is  a  small  potato,  three- 
parts  boiled.  If  you  cannot  procure  small  potatoes 
about  the  size  of  a  full-grown  Kentish  cob-nut, 
then  cut  from  a  large  one,  trimming  your  baits  with 
a  knife  to  about  that  size  and  shape. 

For  carp  ledgering  with  paste  or  potato,  triangle 
hooks  are  used,  the  potato  being  threaded  through 
the  larger  end  by  means  of  a  baiting-needle,  and 
the  triangle  hook  being  just  embedded  out  of  sight. 

Barbel  ledgering  requires  very  little  description, 
as  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  fish  into  your  "  swim  " 
from  a  moored  punt  or  boat  some  ten  yards  below 
the  same,  using  lob-worm  for  preference,  on  a 
round-bend  hook,  a  bunch  of  gentles  on  a  fine 
single  hook,  or  a  bit  of  tripe  or  sweet  beef  or  mutton 
fat,  cooked — far  in  front  of  foul-smelUng  chandler's 
greaves. 

In  fishing  for  bream  in  daylight  (they  are  cautious 
fish,  and  will  blow  the  bait  from  their  mouths 
instantly  they  feel  the  resistance  of  the  line)  have 
but  three  small  shots  a  couple  of  feet  above  the 
hook,  and  get  your  casting-weight  by  means  of  a 
small  baU  of  well-kneaded  bread  and  bran,  middhngs, 
or  pollard,  squeezed  round  the  shots.  This  will 
soon  break  away  in  the  water,  leaving  the  line 
light.  The  most  successful  style  of  fishing  for 
bream  on  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Broads  is  to 
cast  a  long  line  and  float  from  a  moored  boat, 
where  by  thro-nang  out  large  balls  of  ground-bait 
the  fish  are  congregated.  The  reason  for  fishing 
at  a  distance  on  the  Broads  is  the  shallowness  and 
extreme  clearness  of  the  water.  D.  G.  J. 


OTTER  AND  TEOUT. 

Experience  of  a  Local  Angler  Who  Enjoyed  Good 
Fishing  this  Summer  on  the  Sacramento  River. 

James  Watt,  a  well-known  local  disciple  of 
Walton,  enjoyed  a  splendid  outing  on  the  Sacra- 
mento river  in  J une.  ]\Ir.  Watt  is  a  thorough  master 
of  spoon  casting  from  the  reel,  and  in  a  letter  to  the 
Western  Graphic  he  tells  all  about  trout  fishing  on 
the  Upper  Sacramento  river,  and  how  an  otter 
despoiled  his  sport  by  alarming  all  the  fish  in  his 
favourite  pool.    Now  then  for  the  extract : 

San  Francisco,  July  5,  1906. 
Editor  of  the  "  Western  Graphic." 

Deae  Sm,— On  June  2  I  hailed  with  delight  the 
announcement  that  I  might  leave  the  busy  cares 
of  hospital  work  and  take  a  vacation.  A  vacation 
was  not  anticipated,  but  was  accepted  with  alacrity. 
It  did  not  take  long  to  get  ready.  Anglers  can  get 
a  move  on  very  rapidly  when  the  opportunity  pre- 
sents itself  for  a  fishing  trip.    It  was  thus  with  me. 

On  the  morning  subsequent  to  the  day  of  my 
departure  from  this  city  I  was  at  my  favourite 
fishing  grounds,  Lamoine,  Shasta  Co.,  and  300  miles 
from  home.  Good  fishing  on  the  Sacramento  river 
can  be  had  in  season  at  almost  any  point  from 
Delta  to  Sissons.  Of  course,  I  prefer  Lamoine. 
Sims  is  also  a  favourite  fishing  resort,  and  good 
sport  can  be  had  there  in  June  and  September. 
Messrs.  Havens,  Ransome,  and  Matticivich  made 
some  fine  catches  this  season.  The  scenery  all  along 
the  line  is  lovely,  and  well  worth  a  trip.  The  resorts 
are  all  first-class  in  every  respect. 

After  my  arrival  I  rested  a  day,  and  was  out 
"  bright  and  early "  the  following  morning.  I 
hied  myself  to  my  favourite  pool — the  "  Onion 
Patch  Pool,"  or,  as  W.  H.  Cooper  calls  it,  "Watts' 
Preserve  "—which,  to  my  mind,  is  equal  to  any 
point  on  the  river  for  good  sport,  and  is  only  a 
couple  of  hundred  yards  from  the  hotel.  This 
pool  contains  more  large  fish,  and  is  probably  the 
best  stretch  in  the  Sacramento  river.  At  its  head 
the  waters  come  rushing  down  over  huge  boulders 
and  rocks,  then  a  sweep  of  more  turbulent  water, 
followed  by  a  smooth  stretch  of  swift  fly-fishing 
water,  then  a  slight  bend  in  the  river  is  reached  and 
the  waters  swerve  to  a  point  on  the  opposite  bank 
and  rush  madly  on  for  a  couple  of  hundred  feet, 
ending  with  an  immense  rifile  such  as  is  rarely  seen 
in  our  CaUfomia  waters.  It  is  an  ideal  home  for 
the  large  rainbows,  and  what  astonishes  me  is  that 
so  few  of  our  city  anglers  visit  this  famous  spot. 
I  have  met  several  Eastern  gentlemen  who,  in 
relating  their  experiences,  went  into  ecstasy  over 
the  grand  sport  that  can  be  had  at  Lamoine  and 
vicinity  when  the  river  is  ripe  for  fishing  and  its 
denizens  are  in  a  rising  mood.   For  my  part,  I  met 


with  unprecedented  success  when  spoon  fishing 
was  in  order.  Every  other  cast  was  a  strike,  and 
the  rainbows  came  my  way  for  a  week,  eight  and 
ten  a  day,  and  they  averaged  from  1  lb.  to  41b. 

Spoon  fishing,  of  course,  cannot  be  compared 
with  fly-fishing,  that  is,  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  but  when  the  water  is  in  such  a  condition  that 
fly-fishing  cannot  be  indulged  in,  spooning  is  a 
good  second.  The  art  of  casting  and  working  a 
spoon  has  to  be  acquired  to  meet  with  success,  and 
it  certainly  takes  quite  a  while  to  become  proficient, 
just  as  it  is  in  fly-casting.  When  one  "goes  a- 
fishing  "  any  kind  of  a  lure  is  permissible,  even  to 
the  meek  and  lowly  angle-worm.  Some  anglers  will 
not  use  a  worm,  but  I  find  in  perusing  the  London 
Fishing  Gazette  and  other  European  journals  that 
clear-water  worm  fishing  is  an  art  that  is  not  so 
easily  acquired. 

All  anglers  should  practise  lure- casting  from  the 
reel,  as  they  will  certainly  find  it  useful,  and  espe- 
cially so  when  rivers  are  high.  The  rod  wielder  who 
fishes  the  Sacramento  river  must  be  on  the  alert  at 
all  times,  and  particularly  when  a  fish  is  hooked 
fifty  or  sixty  yards  from  the  reel,  as  it  is  a  gamble 
whether  the  fish  tauts  your  line  or  comes  back  at 
you  with  a  rush,  but  in  either  case  you  will  be  k.ept 
busy  getting  him  under  control,  which  is  no  easy 
task  with  the  tackle  such  as  is  used  nowadays  of 
the  lightest. 

Some  anglers— but  they  are  few  in  this  State- 
favour  the  automatic  reel,  but  to  my  mind  the 


Ia,st  evening  of  his  visit  to  my  favourite  spot  I  saw 
him  drop  over  the  rapids,  land  for  a  few  minutes  on 
the  opposite  bank,  then  disappear  in  the  tunnel 
pool  below. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cooper  did  some  fine  work 
with  the  fly.  The  well-known  fly-fisherman  wil 
have  to  look  to  his  laurels  if  his  charming  wife 
continues  to  improve  in  the  art  of  angUng  as  she 
has  done  this  year.  It  was  a  daily  occurrence  for 
Mrs.  Cooper  to  bring  in  a  mess  of  trout  worthy  an 
older  hand.  This  was  Mr.  Cooper's  eighth  season 
and  my  sixth  on  the  Sacramento.  The  fact  that 
Mr.  Cooper  takes  his  annual  outing  year  after  year 
at  Lamoine  speaks  volumes  for  the  good  fishing  to 
be  had  in  that  vicinity. 

This  season  I  missed  the  smiling  countenance  of 
"  Missouri  Tom,"  a  very  decent  fellow,  who  would- 
sooner  fish  than  eat,  but  instead  of  Tom  I  met  an 
entirely  different  character  in  the  person  of  Jonathan 
Gallwind — a  name,  to  my  way  of  thinking,  that  was 
most  appropriate.  Jonathan  was  a  natural-born 
trouble-maker  and  a  general  disturber  of  anything 
pertaining  to  angling.  He  was  continually  in  hot 
water,  and  especially  was  this  a  fact  when  he 
entered  into  discussions  with  the  lady  guests  of  the 
hotel  concerning  angling.  He  failed,  however,  to 
convince  Mrs.  Cooper  that  he  had  given  to  her 
husband  a  majority  of  the  fish  which  he  (Cooper) 
daily  caught.— San  Francisco  Western  Graphic. 


WHIFFING  FOR  BASS,  &c. 


[From    the    revised    edition    of    "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  the  late  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 


A  "  Piscatorial  "  Beauty. 


pleasures  of  angling  with  a  non-singing  reel  are 
much  lessened  when  by  a  very  slight  pressure  on 
the  reel-plate  the  line  is  picked  up  so  rapidly  that 
the  fish  is  on  a  taut  line  all  the  time,  and  doesn't 
get  a  chance  to  move  naturally.  It  reminds  me  of 
hand-line  fishing. 

The  angler  who  can  cast  a  spoon  from  thirty  to 
forty  yards  across  a  river  like  the  Sacramento,  and 
drop  it  into  a  swift-running  current  and  have  it 
carried  down  to  the  eddies  below,  is  sure  of  a  strike, 
and  a  good  one.  The  trout  taken  on  a  spoon  in  the 
Sacramento  run  large,  and  put  up  a  game  fight. 
Black  bass  fishing  in  a  lake,  or  striped-bass  fishing 
in  our  estuaries  and  bays,  is  tame  sport  compared 
with  trout-fishing  in  our  swift-running  mountain 
streams.  Handling  from  sixty  to  seventy  yards 
of  line  and  hooking  two  and  three-pounders  in 
swift  water  is  sport  worth  having. 

To  my  dismay,  while  fishing  the  big  "  Onion 
Patch  Pool  "  one  day,  I  observed  an  otter  (and  he 
was  a  big  and  ugly-looking  fellow)  sporting  in  the 
pool.  Occasionally  he  came  to  the  surface  and 
surveyed  the  surroundings  with  a  vicious  and  sus- 
picious look,  and  then  disappeared  beneath  the 
rapid  water.  He  made  no  attempt  at  landing  ; 
if  he  had,  I  certainly  would  have  made  tracks,  as 
I  am  told  that  the  Sacramento  river  otters  are 
equally  as  lively  on  land  as  they  are  in  water,  and 
would  make  an  attack  on  man  as  readily  as  they 
would  on  a  salmon. 

The  fishing  in  this  pool  was  practically  out  of 
question  as  long  as  the  otter  was  in  command, 
which  to  my  knowledge  was  for  two  days.  The 


{Continued  from  page  67.) 

Good  sport  may  be  often  obtained  by  sailing 
in  a  tideway  with  a  dead  sand-eel  or  other  small 
fish  bait.  Artificial  baits  are  successfully  used  in 
whifiing  for  bass  when  good  natural  baits  cannot 
easily  be  procured,  but  the  latter  are  unquestionably 
superior.  Use  the  Cornish  whiffing  line  as  for 
pollack.  Bass  caught  in  this  manner  are  frequently 
very  large.  Flies  are  also  often  successful,  but  less 
so  than  when  thrown  with  the  rod. 

A  brisk  breeze  blowing  out  against  the  flood 
current  is  the  most  favourable  time,  and  during 
spring  tides.  A  horn  of  the  sucker  or  octopus 
five  inches  long,  baited  as  the  fresh-water  eel,  will 
also  take  them.  When  pollacking  I  have  some- 
times caught  them  with  the  fresh-water  eel  bait,  in 
common  use  for  this  fishing  in  many  places.  The 
Exmouth  men  are  very  expert  at  this  method  with 
dead  sand-eel  bait,  and  they  use  a  pair  of  12ft. 
poles  to  give  the  lines  greater  spread.  The  hook  is 
brought  out  at  the  tail  of  the  bait  at  Exmouth. 

Angrling-  for  Bass. 

Bottom  angling  for  bass  may  be  practised  with 
success  from  off  a  pier-head,  with  a  strong  rod 
nine  to  ten  feet  in  length,  and  either  a  floated 
or  a  paternoster  line,  as  for  whiting-pollack,  only 
that  your  tackle  should  be  somewhat  stouter, 
and  your  hook  tied  to  triple  gut  or  gimp  ;  the 
hooks  should  be  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  across 
from  the  point  to  the  shank,  and  the  bait  half  a 
soft  crab,  a  piece  of  cuttle-fish,  a  living  sand-eel,  a 
dead  one,  or  a  piece  of  pilchard.  Plumb  the  depth 
with  a  plummet,  and  fish  just  clear  of  the  ground  if 
you  have  a  fioat,  and  if  fishing  off  a  point  or  head  - 
land,  with  a  wash  on  the  shore  caused  by  a  breeze 
from  seaward,  which  is  the  most  favourable  time  to 
try  for  them,  and  when  a  float  is  most  useful. 

Wliilst  fishing  with  the  rod,  you  may  also  throw 
in  a  ground-line  for  bass,  if  a  convenient  place  can 
be  found  to  make  fast  the  line.  At  the  head  of 
many  coves,  amongst  the  rocks,  great  accumulations 
of  seaweed  take  place,  which  in  the  process  of 
decomposition  breed  immense  numbers  of  maggots. 
At  spring  tides,  during  a  fresh  breeze,  this  bank  of 
weed  being  washed  by  the  water,  the  contents  are 
dispersed,  and  the  bass  come  quite  into  the  land- 
wash  to  feed,  and  are  found  in  almost  every  cove 
and  bay  under  these  circumstances  in  the  summer. 

Angling  with  the  Living  Flounder. 

A  living  fiounder,  plaice,  or  dab  three  and  a  half 
to  four  inches  long  has  been  found  to  be  a  very 
good  bait  for  the  pier  angler.  An  acquaintance  of 
the  author  used  no  other  bait  for  angling  for  bass, 
and  was  very  successful.  The  tackle  requisite  is  a 
3ft.  trace  of  gut,  strong  enough  to  hold  a  salmon, 
either  single,  double,  or  treble,  and  a  pike  float,  or  a 
cask,^being  of  equal  buoyancy,  to  carry  a  sinker  o 
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about  an  ounce  weight.  A  folding  plummet  makes 
a  good  sinker  placed  3ft.  or  so  above  the  bait, 
which  should  keep  about  2ft.  from  the  bottom. 
The  hook  may  either  be  a  stout  triangle  or  No.  1 
Kir  by  or  Limerick,  and  the  bait  should  be  hooked 
through  the  shoulder  of  the  flounder  on  the  side 
opposite  the  gill  opening.  These  small  flounders 
or  plaice  are  obtainable  from  fishermen  who  work 
small  seines  for  mixed  fish  in  harbours  or  along 
shore,  and  a  supply  can  be  had  by  finding  out 
when  they  are  about  to  work  their  net,  and 
accompanying  them,  placing  the  flounders  in  a  bait- 
kettle,  which  should  be  kept  hanging  in  the  water 
from  the  pier  or  quay.  The  best  time  to  commence 
fishing  is  at  an  hour's  flood,  and  you  may  fish 
until  one  hour  after  high  water. 

Where  two  piers  exist  at  the  mouth  of  a  river 
harbour,  there  wiU  be  a  much  larger  eddy  on  the 
flood  at  one  pier  than  the  other  ;  choose,  therefore, 
the  largest  eddy  to  fish  in,  and  have  plenty  of 
strong  running  line  on  the  winch,  as  bass  struggle 
violently. 

Small  flounders  for  bait  may  often  be  taken  in 
tidal  harbours  by  using  a  rod  and  line  and  two- 
hooked  paternoster,  the  hook  of  the  size  in  use  for 
roach  or  dace,  bait  rag  or  earth  worm  or  a  bit  of  a 
soft  crab.  They  can  also  be  taken  without  a  rod 
on  a  throw-out  line  with  two  hooks,  one  close  to 
and  a  second  ten  inches  above  the  lead. 

Any  small  fish,  such  as  wrasse  or  rock  fish,  about 
two  to  three  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  blennies, 
shamiies,  or  small  reckling,  can  be  used  for  live-bait. 


The  Steand-Net, 

It  is  not  generally  known,  but  any  small  fresh -water 
fish,  as  dace,  roach,  gudgeon,  etc.,  will  answer  for 
live-bait,  and  I  have  known  small  brook  trout  used 
with  success.  Almost  all  rock  pools  contain  more 
or  less  small  fish  left  by  the  tide,  and  even  large 
stones  should  be  turned  over  in  search  of  rockling, 
etc.  ;  fine  prawns  can  be  taken  for  bait  in  many 
rock  pools. 

The  Dopy  (Zeus  faber). 

The  dory,  or  John  Dory,  is  one  of  the  most 
grotesque  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  very  best 
fish  afforded  by  our  seas.  Head  very  large  and  very 
ugly,  body  deep  and  compressed,  colour  olive-brown 
with  a  golden-yellowish  tinge,  a  deep  notch  in  front 
of  the  eyes,  a  black  spot  behind  each  gill-cover, 
mouth  capable  of  great  protrusion,  and  head  having 
a  very  lantern- j  awed  appearance.  It  is  very  sluggish 
in  its  movements,  floating  or  drifting  along  with  the 
tide,  but  can  exert  itself  when  its  prey  is  in  sight. 
The  dory  is  taken  amongst  other  fish  in  the  trawl, 
seine,  or  trammel-net,  but  is  at  times  caught  with 
hook  and  line.  It  will  swallow  with  avidity  a  small 
live  fish  already  hooked,  and  I  have  now  and  then 
taken  one  when  pout-fishing,  the  dory  having  gorged 
a  hooked  pout.  If  you  perceive  a  dory  hovering 
round  the  boat,  and  throw  out  a  line  baited  with  a 
small  pout,  poUack,  or  bream,  "  all  alive  and 
kicking,"  you  will  often  get  the  dory,  sometimes 
even  without  hooking  it,  for  there  are  two  projecting 
bones  in  the  inside  of  the  jaw  over  which  the  snood 
catches  and  often  enables  you  to  haul  them  to  the 
surface,  when  a  hand-net  or  gaff  or,  in  default  of 
either,  your  fingers  in  the  gills  of  the  fish,  may  be 
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used  to  get  the  dory  on  board.  They  are  not 
unfrequently  caught  when  pollack-fishing  with  the 
living  sand-eel.  The  Plymouth  men  make  fast  a 
small  bream  by  the  tail,  without  a  hook,  as  a  bait, 
and  on  a  dory  gorging  it,  the  dorsal  and  pectoral 
fins  stick  across  the  throat  and  thus  do  the  work  of 
a  hook.  The  dory  frequently  runs  itself  on  shore  ; 
it  grunts  when  taken  out  of  the  water. 

The  Grey  Mullet  (Mvgil  capito). 

This,  although  a  sea-fish,  frequents  brackish  water 
even  more  than  bass,  and  is  perhaps  of  all  sea-fish 
the  most  capricious  in  taking  the  hook  ;  it  lives  by 
routing  up  the  bottom  for  worms,  soft  substances, 
insects,  etc. 

Large  quantities  are  to  be  met  "with  in  the  various 
docks,  and  about  piers  and  harbour  works,  the  gates 
of  tide-mills,  etc.,  and  are  to  be  taken  with  a  rod 
and  a  paternoster  line  of  strong  gut,  fitted  with  four 
or  five  Limerick  hooks  of  the  sizes  Nos.  7  or  8, 
which  are  preferable  to  larger,  as  they  have  but 
small  mouths. 

The  baits  are  the  red  ragworm  found  in  the  mud 
or  sand  of  most  of  our  harbours,  or  part  of  a  raw 
shrimp  taken  out  of  its  shell,  either  of  which  sholud 
be  carefully  put  on  the  hook,  or  they  may  suck  it 
ofE  without  being  perceived.  A  bit  of  pilchard  gut 
is  also  excellent  for  bait. 

They  occasionally  become  perfectly  ravenous,  and 
at  such  times  may  be  taken  as  fast  as  you  can  throw 
in  your  line.  Their  feeding  appears  to  be  more  in 
winter  than  in  summer,  and  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes  they  rarely  take  a  bait  except  from  between 
the  end  of  September  to  the  end  of  March. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  collect  them  together  by 
throwing  into  the  water  any  kind  of  refuse  fish 
pounded  up  soft  with  a  few  mealy  potatoes,  a  part 
of  the  roe  of  a  codfish  mixed  with  water,  a  few 
pounded  green  crabs,  and  a  little  chalk,  as  they  will 
remain  for  hours  together  in  the  corner  of  a  dock 
or  other  spot  in  which  they  find  food.  This  method 
of  baiting  the  water  is  termed  ground- baiting  in 
fresh-water  fishing,  and  is  only  useful  in  still  water, 
as  the  fish  would  immediately  disperse  in  pursuit 
of  it  when  carried  away  by  the  current. 

Although  this  rule  seems  to  apply  at  Plymouth, 
it  is  by  no  means  the  case  at  Littlehampton,  Sussex, 
at  the  Arun  mouth,  where  June  and  July  are  the 
most  prolific  months,  although  there  is  also  good 
grey  mullet  angling  here  also  during  autumn. 

The  grey  mullet  is  of  a  very  lively  and  sportive 
nature,  and  in  fine  weather  delights  in  basking  on 
the  surface  of  the  water  in  large  shoals  ;  it  is  said 
they  may  be  taken  with  a  fly  at  such  times,  but 
although  I  have  frequently  tried  I  have  never  been 
successful,  yet  I  have  seen  them  follow  it  with  great 
eagerness. 

From  some  of  the  large  tidal  rivers  on  various 
parts  of  the  coast  a  considerable  extent  of  land  has 
been  embanked,  leaving  here  and  there  large  ponds 
of  water  communicating  by  drains  with  the  sea  ; 
in  such  places  you  will  always  find  grey  mullet, 
fresh-water  eels,  a  few  bass  and  flounders,  and 
occasionally  trout,   with  immense   quantities  of 


SpiTirNG,  according  to  Pliny,  was  superstitiously 
obsen-ed  in  averting  witchcraft,  and  in  giving  a 
shrewder  blow  to  an  enemy. 

Hence  seems  to  be  derived  the  custom  our 
bruisers  have  of  spitting  on  their  hands  before  they 
begin  their  barbarous  diversion,  unless  it  was 
originally  done  for  lack's  sake.  «■ 

Fishworaen  generally  spit  upon  iheiiv  handsel — 
that  is,  the  first  money  they  take — for  good  luck. 


shrimps  and  green  crabs,  on  which  the  fish  are 
supposed  to  feed  ;  in  these  pools  fish  are  easily 
taken  by  a  casting-net,  and  the  eeb  by  hook  and 
line,  of  which  the  other  fish  seem  very  shy.  Ifc 
would  bo  well  worth  while  to  introduce  perch  as  an 
experiment  into  such  ponds.  When  many  mullet 
are  enclosed  in  a  seine  or  drag-net,  numbers  will 
escape  by  leaping  over  the  cork-line  in  rapid  succes- 
sion, as  sheep  will  follow  each  other  over  a  fence  ;  a 
trammel-net,  however,  is  a  very  effectual  means  of 
capture,  particularly  if  backed  by  a  second  at  a 
distance  of  three  or  four  feet. 

The  Greeks  have  an  ingenious  way  of  preventing 
their  escape  by  extendmg  a  piece  of  net  from  the 
cork-line  on  canes  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 

The  Chervin  or  Shrimp  Ground-Bait. 

The  following  information,  communicated  by  a 
former  resident  in  Jersey,  is  well  worth  notice,  the 
practice  described  being  most  successfully  carried 
out  by  two  or  three  knowdng  old  stagers  in  that 
island  ;  with  a  very  fine  horsehair  net,  they  repair 
to  the  flat  sands  at  low  water  and  catch  a  large 
quantity  of  the  young  shrimps  in  the  small  rills  of 
water, .  salting  them  down  in  a  jar  until  wanted, 
when  they  take  a  pint  or  so  with  them,  and  mixing 
some  water  with  the  shrimps  or  chervin  to  about 
the  consistence  of  gruel,  throw  a  little  into  the 
water  beside  the  line  with  a  spoon  occasionally 
which  collects  and  keeps  the  mullet  about  the 
place,  and  seems  to  whet  their  appetite  for  the 
bait — a  piece  of  a  good-sized  shrimp  minus  the  shell. 
Off-shore  winds  and  smooth  water  are  preferred  for 
this  fishing. 

The  horsehair  net  used  is  of  a  triangular  form  on 
a  frame  each  side  about  thirty  inches,  and  being 
crossed  by  a  pole,  it  is  pushed  along  on  the  sand 
like  an  ordinary  strand  shrimping-net  (see  illustra- 
tion). To  the  bottom  of  the  net  a  pipe  or  hose 
about  eight  inches  long  is  sewed,  made  open  at  the 
bottom,  but  closed  by  a  string  when  in  use,  which 
being  untied  the  contents  are  at  once  emptied 
without  loss.  Before  salting  down,  all  weeds,  etc, 
must  be  picked  out,  or  it  will  become  putrid. 
(To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  {to  enswre  insertion)  must  a/rrvve  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Hig'h  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridee 
given  below 

i30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  „    „   Putney.  AddP^   "    ••  Richmond. 

46  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  •^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „    Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later.' 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BRrooE. 

„  ^    J  ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Aug.  25    5.12    5  34 

Sunday,  „  26    5.56    6  19 

Monday,  „  27    6.45    7 13 

Tuesday,  „  28    7.44    g'17 

Wednesday,  ,,  29    8.54  938 

Thursday,  „  30    10.21    11'  o 

Friday,  „  31    11.41   

ENGLISH 'and  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genkbal  Remaeks.— Sport  on  the 
river  has  not  been  good  as  a  whole,  but  by 
September  there  should  be  an  improvement  if  we 
get  some  rain  to  freshen  the  river.  Here  and  there, 
however,  some  good  takes  have  been  recorded. 
Mr.  T.  Denniford,  who  I  reported  last  week  had 
had  some  barbel  up  to  7^1b.,  has  in  all  had  sixty- 
three  of  these  fish  since  the  season  opened.  Most 
of  the  fish  were  returned  to  the  river.  Messrs. 
Hazael  and  Penfold,  of  the  Silver  Trout  A  S.,  have' 
secured  451b.  of  bream  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river.  At  Penton  Hook  Mr.  Freeman  has  had  201b. 
of  bream,  barbel,  and  roach.  The  tidal  water  is  not 
a  bad  colour,  but  the  fish  taken  as  a  rule  have  been 
?mall.  There  was  an  extremely  high  tide  on  Tuesday. 
Oa  Friday  evening,  Aug.  10,  a  fish  was  seen  by 
Henry  Edwards  close  to  the  shore  at  Greenwich. 
The  tide  was  about  two  hours  ebb,  and  the  water 
just  leaving  the  wharf.  He  jumped  do^vn  to  the 
shore  and  caught  the  fish.  It  was  quite  lively, 
and  he  kept  it  alive  in  a  tub  of  fresh  water  until 
Saturday  morning,  when  he  killed  it  and  hia 
children  ate  it.  Description  :  About  14in.  long 
and  very  deep,  and  weighed  about  l^lb.  Bright 
silvery  scales.    Flesh,  when  cooked,  was  a  light 
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pink  colour.     All  the  men  who  saw  it  said  it 
wa3  a  ealmon.     After  receiving  the  information 
supplied  by  Mr.  Watkins,  a  representative  of  the 
Field  went  to  Greenwich  to  put  some  further  ques- 
tions to  the  captor.    A  few  additional  particulars 
of  some  value  are  the  result.    Mr.  Edwards  stated 
that  when  he  saw  the  fish  in  the  river  it  seemed 
sick,  and  that  otherwise  ho  could  not  have  caught 
it.    The  tub  in  which  it  was  kept  was  under  a 
running  tap,  which  accounts  for  the  fish  (if  it  was  a 
salmonid)  being  lively  the  next  morning.    As  to 
the  colour  of  the  fins,  it  seems  to  have  been  bluish- 
grey,  and  Mr.  Edwards  stated  that  there  was  an 
adipose  fin.    He  had  not  noticed  whether  there 
were  spots  on  the  body,  but  when  it  came  to  the 
test  of  eating,  the  children  had  not  been  troubled 
by  many  small  bones.    This,  the  editor  of  the  Field 
says,  exhausts  the  available  evidence.    It  is,  un- 
fortunately, not  enough  to  prove  more  than  that 
the  fish  may  have  been  a  small  salmon  or  sea-trout. 
The  question  of  restocking  the  Thanaes  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  Thames  angler?,  and  they 
will  read  with  pleasure  in  the  T.  A.PS.  year  book 
that  Mr.  Washington  Dale,  Weybridge,  has  handed 
over  to  the  society,  for  use  as  a  preserve  for  the 
natural  breeding  of  fish,  that  portion  of  the  River 
Bourne  from  the  overflow  at  Dockett's  Point  to 
where  it  joins  the  Thames  below  Shepperton  Weir. 
All  angling  is  therefore  now  prohibited  without  Mr. 
Dale's  written  sanction,  and  the  society  has  erected 
two  notice-boards,  one  at  each  end  of  the  preserve. 
One  would  be  glad  to  know  precisely  what  the 
society  intend  to  do  with  the  stream.    If  it  were 
possible  to  erect  a  small  hatchery  next  spring, 
and  hatch  out  millions  of  ova,  retaining  them 
by  means  of  perforated  zinc  in  the  private  water 
until  they  were  large  enough  to  be  safely  released, 
much  good  might  be  accomplished  for  the  river. 
Mr.  Lowther  Bridger,  of  Old  Manor  House,  Walton, 
writing  in  the  Times,  says  : — "  We  residents  in  the 
Thames  Valley  are  naturally  much  exercised  in 
mind  by  the  various  schemes  propounded  from 
time  to  time  for  making  further  use,  or  abuse,  of 
the  River  Thames  and  its  tributaries  for  the  benefit 
of  the  London  water  supply.    Every  one  knows 
the  cruel  injury  which  has  already  been  caused 
to    the  beauty    and   amenity   of   the  river  by 
the  London  water  companies,  especially  tetwein 
Hampton  and  Sunbury,  by  which  also  the  value 
of  private    riverside    property    has    been  most 
seriously  depreciated ;  and  we  cannot  help  asking 
how  much  further  this  systematic  spoliation  of  what 
is  a  national  heritage  ought  to  be  permitted. 
Indeed,  there  is  a  strong  feeling  among  the  public 
who  frequent  the  river,  as  well  as  the  residents,  that 
the  disfiguration  of  the  immediate  banks  of  the 
Thames  with  reservoirs  and  their  retaining  walls, 
engine  houses,  chimneys,  coal  quays,  and  other 
incongruous  horrors,  should  not  be  allowed  to  come 
any  higher  up  the  river  valley  than  what  is  fortu- 
nately its  present  limit,  namely,  Sunbury  Weir,  and 
that  above  that  point  the  banks  should  be  left  as 
far  as  possible  in  their  existing  natural  condition. 
The  latest  proposal,  however,  is  more  aggressive 
than  ever,  for,  as  put  forward  by  Professor  Robinson 
in  your  columns,  it  is  for  nothing  less  than  annexing 
the  valleys  of  the  Thames  tributaries,  and  construct- 
ing reservoirs  therein  for  impounding  the  flood 
water.    It  is  difficult  to  contemplate  with  patience 
so  cold-blooded  a  proposition  for  interfering  with 
and  spoiling  the  rural  valleys  of  the  Mole,  Wey, 
Loddon,  and  Kennet  (to  speak  of  those  nearest), 
and  that  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  rural  inhabitants, 
but  of  the  distant  dwellers  in  London."  Mr. 
Bridger  concludes  by  pointing  out  that  when  the 
Thames  is  in  flood  in  the  winter  time,  the  water 
runs  to  waste,  as  the  water  companies  do  not  pump 
it  then,  whereas  they  might  do  so  and  store  it  away 
from  the  river  for  cleansing  streets,  sewers,  etc  , 
which  would  save   the  drinking  water  and  not 
deplete  the  river. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — Although  the  river  is  still 
running  very  low  and  clear,  a  few  good  roach 
continue  to  be  caught  during  the  last  hour  of  fishing. 
Gudgeon  still  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  some 
good  perch  have  been  cauaht  while  angling  for 
these  small  fish.  Mr.  R.  Escombe,  fishing  with 
S.  Arlett,  has  taken  some  good  perch  and  barbel  up 
to  7 Jib.  Some  fair-sized  chub  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Reeves,  S.  Wright,  and 
others. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Pishery),  Radcot 
Beidge. — A  few  good  perch  have  been  had  by  Mr. 
Dormer  ;  and  the  barbel  are  coming  well  on  the 
feed.  Mr.  Jones  had  a  trout  of  71b.  in  the  Weir 
pool.  The  water  remains  bright,  and  a  good  rain  is 
wanted  to  colour  and  flush  the  river. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Wraystaury),  — The  river  is  rather 
bright,  but  otherwise  in  fair  condition  with  enough 
stream  for  successful  float  fishing,  and  good  sport 
can  be  had  in  swims  when  the  sun  is  off.  There 
are  many  good  swims  here  that  are  in  the  shade 
from  three  o'clock,  in  which  I  have  had  some  very 


b  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  and  a  few  barbel  up  to 
1  4  Jib.  Good  chub  can  be  got  at  any  time  by  using 
)    fine  tackle  and  careful  fishing,  and  an  occasional 

good  perch  varies  the  bag. — P.  Brown. 
!       Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
I    ending  Aug.  18:— On  Aug.  14,  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one 
I    trout.  41b.  9oz.    On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  C  L.  Hill,  eight, 
;    '21b.  12oz.,   51b.  2oz.,    31b..    31b.  4oz.,    21b.  4oz., 
k    21b.  14oz.,  31b.  4oz  ,  and  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Hoare, 
I    one,  21b.  9oz  ;  Mr  C.  G.Hill,  one,  21b.    On  Aug.  16, 
1    Mr.  C.  L.  Hill,  one,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Hoare,  two, 
21b.  14oz.  and  21b.  14oz.     On  Aug    17,  Mr.  R. 
Bowring,  two,  31b.  4oz.  and  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Carter 
I    Webber,   one,  41b.  4oz.     On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Alec 
1    Neilson,  six,  4lb.  4oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  lOoz.,  2'b.  3oz., 
41b.  4gz  ,  and  41b.;  Mr.  Alex.  Oaklev,  two,  31b. 
:    and  41b.  12oz ;  Mr.  C.  L.  Hill,  two,  31b.  loz.  and 
I  lb.  6oz. — Donald  Carr. 

Bottlsham  Iiooka  (Waterbeaoh). — The  dog 
days  have  not  left  us.  The  whole  Fen  country  is 
now  looking  brilliant  with  its  wild  flowers  and 
butterflies  by  the  riverside.  The  silver  bream  are 
still  at  intervals  of  the  day  giving  excellent  sport 
up  to  2 Jib.  each,  with  161b.  to  a  rod  in  a  few  hours 
down  stream.  Baits  :  worms,  gentles,  and  paste. 
Roach,  some  days  when  not  windy,  have  been  had 
up  to  I  Jlb.  each.  All  other  class  fish  quiet  except 
at  eventide.  Angling  from  the  punt  is  best  now— 
mid-stream,  where  the  big  perch  are.  Water  in 
good  order. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc.). — Since  last  report 
some  heavy  rain  in  the  Sevenoaks  district  has 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  and  sport 
should  be  better  than  of  late.  The  fish  have  been 
feeding  fitfully,  and  rather  earlier  in  the  evening 
than  last  week.  I  had  an  hour  or  two  on  Aug.  18, 
and  got  a  brace  of  smallish  fish  on  the  Coachman. 
A  very  good  trout  took  the  Olive  Quill  but  escaped. 
Several  others  also  came  oS,  so  that  there  was 
plenty  of  sport  and  little  to  show  for  it.  The  trout 
are  still  in  very  good  condition,  only  one  having 
shown  indications  of  the  approach  of  spawning 
time.  Prospects  fair  if  we  get  dull  weather. — 
J.  P.  Taylor. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — Sea-trout 
have  run  much  more  numerously  this  week,  and 
when  the  water  settles  down  there  ought  to  be 
some  good  sport. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Dove  and  Tribataries. — Good  sport  has  been 
the  rule  in  this  vicinity  of  late.  Mr.  Wenner  took 
ten  and  a  half  brace  from  the  Don  below  Rooester 
on  Aug.  16,  mainly  with  small  Olive  Duns.  Other 
anglers  who  have  made  good  bags  are  the  following  : 
Messrs.  Gossard,  Hawkesworth,  Marsden  and 
Foster.  Have  had  some  rain  of  late,  but  more  is 
badly  wanted.  Mr.  Strutt  did  well  with  the  nailer 
among  the  trout  at  Yerbury,  and  Rev.  H.  Bull, 
at  Yieldersley,  together  with  the  writer  on  Monday. 
— Foster  Bros. 

£ze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)t — Some  nice  trout  have 
been  caught  upstream  worming,  minnow  spinning, 
and  dapping  with  natural  baits.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  St.  David's  Station  and  Exwick  some 
nice  roach,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  taken,  but 
the  river  is  exceptionally  low.  In  the  canal  some 
nice  tench  and  carp  have  been  taken.  Sea-fishing 
has  improved.  At  Exmouth  bass  of  good  size 
and  mullet  have  been  caught,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
White,  Duchcherer  (two),  Haynes,  Beck,  Bastin 
(two),  Kelley,  and  many  visitors  having  secured 
some  good  fish,  Mr.  Mostyn  in  addition  catching 
many  eels  of  l^lb.  and  upwards  off  the  pier.  Fine 
mackerel  have  also  been  caught  with  rod  and  line 
and  whiffing  outside  the  bar,  and  also  at  Teign- 
mouth  and  surrounding  coast. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.  — The  Lea,  Beane,  Stort, 
and  other  waters  are  very  low  and  bright,  while  the 
weeds  are  also  greatly  handicapping  spinning  and 
float-fishing  operations.  Nevertheless,  at  times, 
some  nioe  shows  of  roach  have  been  had  at 
Waltham  Abbey,  Ware,  Bye  House,  and  St. 
Margarets.  Two  baskets  of  roach  scaling  151b.  and 
121b.  have  been  secured  by  Mr.  Hammond  and  Mr. 
Armstrong  in  the  Ware  waters.  There  have  also 
been  some  perch  taken,  including  a  good  specimen 
of  21b.  9oz.,  landed  by  Mr.  Rankin,  in  the  Waltham 
Abbey  district,  where  chub  have  further  been 
secured.  Some  decent  roach  have  been  had  in 
the  Stort.  Paste,  wheat,  and  blood-worms  are 
good  Lea  roach  baits  now. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  these 
streams  are  getting  very  low  and  clear,  and  want  a 
good  flush  of  water  to  clear  them  out  and  move 
the  fish.  The  water  is  in  fair  order  for  even- 
ing fishing,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  and  used  fly.  Trout  and  grayling 
are  rising,  and  some  .  fair  -  sized  fish  have 
been  landed,  but  better  baskets  would  be  taken  if 
there  was  a  good  fall  of  rain,  as  it  would  refresh 
the  water  and  move  the  fish.  Rain  threatens,  and 
if  we  get  a  fall  there  will  be  a  better  prospect  for 
sport.    The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear. — CJvvynne. 


Nene  (Peterborongh). — After  the  last  two  or 
three  weeks  of  exceptionally  good  sport,  it  is  rather 
fingular  that  everything  is  dead  off  just  now — even 
the  bream  fishing,  that  was  so  confidently  expected 
this  week,  has  disappeared  for  the  present. — E  A.S. 

Otter  (Bndleigrh  Salterton).— Fly  -fishing  during 
the  past  week  has  been  very  slack.  The  river  is 
almost  deserted  by  anglers,  being  hopelessly  low 
and  slimy.  Trout  will  not  move  to  the  fly 
in  this  sickly  state  of  the  water.  Last 
Saturday  evening,  a  rod  on  the  Roll  water 
took  four  nioe  fish,  which  is  the  best  take 
reported.  A  well-known  Otter  angler  told  me  on 
Aug.  21,  that  he  had  recently  taken  a  basketful  of 
trout  with  clear-water  worm  in  some  private  water 
near  Honiton,  where  there  wa^  no  objection.  On 
all  the  preserved  parts  of  this  river  the  worm  is 
barred.  Mullet  and  bass  are  numerous  at  the 
mouth,  and  the  latter  afford  a  little  sport  to  visitors, 
but  they  do  not  run  large. — Heron. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry).  —  The  river  is  now 
rather  clear  and  we  could  do  with  a  thorough  good 
soaking  rain.  Bream  however  seem  still  to  be  on 
the  feed  early  mornings,  and  just  before  dark.  Mr. 
Cocks  this  morning  took  some  chub  with  the  fly. 
The  sun  has  been  truly  scorching  to-day,  Aug  22, 
and  we  expect  a  nice  take  of  decent  bream  to-night 
when  it  cools  down  a  bit. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  little  better 
condition,  but  a  good  soaking  rain  is  needed  to  give 
the  much  needed  colour.  Mr.  C  A.  Beeston  weighed 
in  three  roach  of  1  lb.  15oz.,  1  lb.  8oz.,  and  1  lb.  2oz., 
and  Mr.  Leicestershire  four  bream  of  31b.  9oz., 
31b.  lljoz.,  41b.  2oz.,  and  41b.  IJoz.  Some  good 
chub  have  also  been  captured.  The  roach  are  just 
coming  on. — Edward  Collinson. 

Plymouth. —  Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  taken  in  the  Dart,  and  some  peal  in  the  Tavy. 
The  latter  river  rose  very  suddenly  on  Aug.  15,  and 
as  soon  dropped  again.  I  was  out  on  some  private 
water  and  sport  was  fair.  Thunder  showers  made 
it  rather  unpleasant,  so  I  did  not  stop  for  the  night 
fishing  for  peal,  but  I  hear  that  none  were  caught, 
so  I  did  not  mias  much.  I  hear  that  there  is  a 
chance  of  the  Burrator  Lake  being  open  to  fisher 
men  at  a  small  charge  per  day.  This  will  be  a  boon, 
and  will  be  likely  to  bring  grist  to  the  mill,  or  at 
least  it  will  pay  for  the  caretaker.  Torquay  makes 
a  nice  thing  out  of  her  reservoir  by  issuing  fishing 
tickets,  residents  in  the  town  being  charged  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  casual  visitors. — W.  He.abder. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
A  few  showers  have  somewhat  coloured  the  water, 
but  rivers  require  a  good  downpour,  as  the  weed?! 
and  d6bris  are  a  nuisance  and  the  water  is  much 
below  normal  height.  Sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  Adur,  Mr.  J.  Streeter  taking  6flb.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  Messrs.  B.  Bowman, 
F.  King,  A.  Snelgrove,  and  F.  Holmes 
secured  some  good  roach  and  dace.  From  the 
Ouse,  at  Barcombe  Mills,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridger  and 
Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick  are  accredited  with  nioe  roach 
and  dace.  A  brace  of  small  trout  were  taken  from 
the  Fletching  reach  of  the  river  by  Mr.  T.  Cheasell. 
The  Cuckraere  has  not  yielded  anything  worth 
notioe.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  trim,  and  some 
specimen  perch  have  been  taken.  Mr.  G.  Pratt,  of 
North  St.,  Havant,  on  Aug.  18,  secured  a  handsome 
perch  of  31b.,  with  lob  worm,  and  a  carp  of  31b.  3oz. 
previously.  Mr.  Holder,  on  Aug.  19,  landed  a  fine 
perch  of  over  31b.  Mr.  G.  Overington  had  a  nice 
take  of  bream — four  fish,  weighing  131b.  9oz. 
Numbers  of  small  bream  have  been  caught,  and 
from  the  lower  reach  roach  up  to  1  lb.  loz. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
getting  very  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
and  rain  has  threatened,  but  keeps  off.  The 
fish  have  been  on  the  feed,  but  a  good  flush 
of  water  is  wanted  to  clear  out  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  which  is  getting  very  dirty.  There 
have  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  of  late,  and  they 
have  tried  July  Gnat,  August  Dun,  Pale  Blue, 
Couchman,  Marlow  Buzz,  Moths,  Red  Tag  and 
Silver  Twist,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  have 
been  landed.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  good 
with  Wasp  Grub.  On  August  17,  in  the  river 
at  Ludford,  some  good  trout  were  taken  with 
wasp  grub,  the  fish  scaling  from  Jib.  and  lib.  each. 
On  August  18  three  brace  of  trout  were  landed  with 
the  fly  and  wasp  grub.  The  Park  water  has  been 
tried,  but  sport  at  this  part  has  not  been  good 
this  season,  tor  what  reason  no  one  can  say.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Ciun  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and 
clear.  Good  fish  have  been  taken  on  them  with 
wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  past  heavy  rains  have  cleansed  our 
rivers,  and  at  present  all  our  waters  are  in  good 
fishing  order.  Some  good  salmon  and  trout  have 
been  killed  on  the  Rede  water.  The  Barrasford 
Hotel  water.  North  Tyne,  is  in  fine  order.  During 
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the  past  week  several  good  fish  have  been  killed, 
one  salmon  scaling  171b.  Other  stretches  have  also 
experienced  a  good  time.  A  fine  creel  of  trout  was 
killed  on  the  Federation  water  at  Ovingham.  The 
Coquet  is  now  running  with  a  nice  fly  water,  and 
sport  is  good  on  the  higher  reaches.  Some  good 
creels  of  trout  are  reported  with  fly  and  worm. 
In  the  lower  reaches  there  arp  plenty  of  salmon  up, 
and  during  the  past  week  Mr.  Spence,  Pegswood, 
killed  two  true  salmon,  251b.  and  141b. ;  Mr.  Renner, 
of  Whitley  Bay,  three.  201b.,  161b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
41b.  A  wel!  known  Newcastle  angler  for  the  week 
had  three  eood  salmon.  Best  flies:  Silver  Grey, 
Wilkinson,  Black  Doctor,  and  Batcher. — Henry  A. 
Mtjeton. 

TJsk  (TTsk). — River  very  low  and  brilliant  weather 
once  more  prevailing :  consequently  salmon  angling 
is  at  a  standstill.  On  Aug.  17  Mr.  R.  Rickards 
killed  a  salmon,  11  Jib.,  in  Parker's  Hole.  To  show 
how  poor  the  season  'has  been,  it  might  be  men- 
tioned that  this  is  the  first  salmon  killed  since  the 
first  week  in  July. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  fHendoul. — Good  'general  bags 
continue  to  be  made,  including  bream  of  over  21b. 
This  water  has  just  changed  hands,  and  the  new 
pronrietors  intend  to  restock  it  as  early  as  feasible. 
— H. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).— The  heavy 
rain  we  had  on  Aug.  16  caused  these  rivers  to  rise 
two  or  three  feet  on  Aug.  17,  and  the  Derwent  was 
very  thick  and  dirty.  But  the  Wye  was  not  affected 
so  much,  and  a  few  nice  fish  were  secured  with 
Apple  Green  and  Ash  Dun  Flies ;  very  few  fish 
were  taken  from  the  Derwent  with  the  fly  until 
Aug.  20,  when  the  water  got  in  grand  order,  and  a 
good  many  anglers  have  been  on^,  and  baskets 
ranging  from  three  to  five  brace  have  been  ob- 
tained. The  lower  portion  of  this  river,  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association  waters,  the 
streams  have  been  too  heavy  for  success  with  the 
fly.  The  prospect  is  good  now  as  the  water  is 
fining  down  after  a  thick  woodland  water.  Useful 
flies  :  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 
Throstle  Wing,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Cinnamon  Fly, 
Golden  Dun,  and  Orange  Dun. — Dotteeel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  fTorks). — Since  last  report  all  our  streams 
have  been  in  fine  trim,  and  sport  has  been  better 
during  the  last  few  days.  The  Yore  in  the  higher 
reaches  has  fished  well  at  Hawes,  Aysgarth,  and 
Askrigg.  Mr.  F.  G.  Pedley  and  others  have  had  good 
a^ort  in  the  latter  water.  His  baskets  have  been 
ranging  from  twelve  to  nineteen  nice  fish,  caught 
with  maggot  and  fly,  the  best  flies  being  Crimson 
Partridge  and  Bradshaw's  Fancy.  On  Aug.  17  I 
caught  a  pannier  full  of  trout  with  the  natural 
minnow,  fished  on  a  wee  Chapman  spinner.  Since 
then  I  find  the  same  bait  killed  well  on  the 
"Ariel"  flight,  also  I  find  the  following  flies  to 
kill:  th«  Black  and  Red  Palmers,  Bracken  Clock, 
Poult  Bloa,  also  Dotterel  and  Yellow ;  and 
now  the  streams  are  clearing  we  shall  find  the  fish 
rise  more  freely  to  the  fly  than  they  have 
done.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  some 
very  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  at  Masham 
and  Tanfield.  In  the  district  of  Ripon  good  baskets 
of  mixed  fish  have  been  got.  principally  with 
maggot.  On  Aug.  18  Mr.  S.  Byrom  had  a  fine 
catch  of  dace,  etc.,  weighing  close  upon  15Ib. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  in  fine  trim,  and  sport  on 
the  whole  has  been  fairly  good  at  Grassington, 
Addingham,  Burnsall,  and  Ukley.  In  the  lower 
reaches  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  at 
Burley  and  Pool.  In  the  lower  districts  at  Tadcaster 
and  Ullerskelf  good  baskets  of  roach  and  daco  have 
been  got,  the  best  baits  being  Wasp  Grub.  Maggot 
and  Creed  Wheat,  the  latler  bait  is  doing  well  at 
Ullerskelf.  The  Reservoirs  at  Fewston  are  fishing 
better  and  sport  has  greatly  improved.  Mr.  J.  H.  R. 
Bazley  had  ten  fine  trou  t  on  Saturday  last.  The  Der- 
went is  fishing  rather  quiet  at  present ;  although  the 
water  is  in  fine  trim,  anglers  find  the  weeds  a  great 
nuisance.  On  August  18.  a  great  many  anglers 
paid  a  visit  to  Bubwith,  but  sport  on  the  whole 
was  slow.  The  Nidd  has  been  in  fair  trim,  but 
sport  on  this  stream  has  only  been  moderate. 
Mr.  W.  Wraith  had  nice  sport  at  Walton  Hall  lake 
on  Saturday  amongst  the  roach  and  perch,  his 
basket  being  close  upon  201b.  Prospects  are  fairly 
good,  and  sport  should  improve ;  in  fact,  the  grayling 
are  rising  well  to  the  fly.— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sutherland!.— On  Aug. 
15,  Mr.  Hall,  on  Cama,  nineteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Major 
Percy  Smith,  on  Urigill.  nineteen,  5Jlb.  On  Aug.  16, 
Mr.  Harry  Parker,  on  Urigill,  twenty-six,  91b. ;  Capt. 
Reid,  on  Cama,  twenty,  81b.  On  Aug.  17,  Rev.  Mr. 
Gillam,  on  Cama,  thirty,  91b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall, 
on  Veyatie,  twenty-two,  7  Jib. ;  Mr.  Harry  Parker, 
on  Veyatie,  thirteen,  7Jlb. ;  Capt.  Reid,  on  Urigill, 
seventeen,  61b.  On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  Parker  and 
Ander«on,  on  Cama,  twenty-two,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Hall,  on  Cama,  twenty-seven,  81b.  —  John 
McDonald. 

Beanly  and  Conon. — The  following  sport  was 
had  on  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week,  that  on 
the  upper  reaches  being  exceptionally  erood,  the 
pools  being  quite  full  of  fish  : — On  the  Home  and 
Falls  Beats  a  grilse  of  6ilb.  was  landed  on  Mr. 
Bradley  Martin's  rod  on  Aug.  13,  and  a  salmon  of 
81b.  by  Mr.  R.  Lucas  Tooth,  Beaufort  Castle,  on 
the  Home  water  on  Aug.  15.    On  Aug.  16  a  nice 
sea-trout  of  31b.  was  creeled  by  Mr.  Bradley  Martin 
on  the  Falls  Beat.    Miss  Paynter,  Balblair  House, 
was  successful  in  landing  two  nice  grilse  of  61b.  and 
51b.  on  the  Falls  Beat  on  Aug.  17,  while  on  Aug.  18 
Mr.  R.  Lucas  Tooth  had  a  salmon  of  81b.  on  the 
Falls  Beat.    On  the  tidal  waters  three  grilse  and 
several  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  had.    On  the 
upper  reaches.  Colonel  S.  K.  Clarke,  at  Fa'naUvle. 
Mr.  Barry  and  party.  Struy  Lodge,  and  Mr.  Hen- 
derson and  party,  at  Braulen  Lodge,  had  each  over 
twenty  salmon  and  grilse  during  the  week.  Mr. 
Barry  and  party  have  now  some  120  salmon  and 
grilse  for  less  than  a  month's  angling,  while  fish 
are  so  plentiful  at  Fasnakyle  that  after  returning 
from  the  moor  on  Aug.  1 3 — where  he  had  36J  brace 
of  grouse  to  his  own  gun — Colonel  Clarke  landed 
five  nice  grilse  in  an  hour's  fishing.     Conon. — 
During  the  past  fortnight  a  splendid  run  of  fish  has 
taken  place  on  the  Conon.  and  as  a  result  Captain 
Combe  and  party  are  having  the  beat  sport  which 
they  have  enjoyed  at  Dalbrech  for  several  years. 
Lady  Seymour  Combe  having  several  heavy  fish  to 
her  own  rod.    At  Scatwell,  Mr.  English  and  party 
had  good  creels,  including  four  on  one  day,  while 
on  Mr.  Stirling's,  of  Fairburn,  and  Colonel  Stuart 
Mackenzie's,  of  Seaforth,  Brahan  Beat  very  good 
sport  was  had.     Lochs  Monar,  Moillie,  and 
AoHANALT. — Lochs  Monar  and  Moillie  continue  to 
fish  well.    A  basket  of  161b.  was  got  on  Monar, 
while  in  a  creel  of  1 1  lb.  had  on  Achanalt  was  a 
beauty  of  51b. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  these  rivers  have 
been  more  or  less  in  flood  during  the  last  ten  days. 
Herling  and  sea-trout  are  taking  well,  more 
especially  in  the  Esk.  In  the  Double  Water,  Mr. 
Elston  creeled  fourteen  herling  and  caught  a  new 
run  salmon  which  scaled  171b.  Colonel  Elliot 
had  six  herling  and  a  sea-trout.  In  a  week's 
fishing,  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  Rowanburn,  had  110 
herling  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  fifty 
herling  and  three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Majoribanka.  eight 
sea-trout  and  twelve  herling ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel  fifty- 
two  herling  and  nine  sea-trout;  Mr.  Adam  Keen, 
108  herling  and  eight  sea-trout  ;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hadden,  two  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr. 
Clarke,  four  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  Foster, 
two  sea-trout,  a  few  herling,  and  some  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  F.  Armstrong,  a  good  basket  of  sea  trout  and 
herling ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  a  dozen  herling  and  two 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  twenty  herling  and  a 
few  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  twenty-five  herling 
and  two  sea- trout ;  Mr.  J.  Clark,  two  dozen  herling 
and  a  few  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  twenty- 
three  herling  and  two  sea-trout  in  the  mid  reaches 
of  Canonbie  water.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  A. 
Thompson  landed  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  Mr.  R.  J. 
Beattie  caught  a  sea- trout  of  21b.;  Mr.  G.  W.  Little, 
two  sea-trout  and  three  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Irving  creeled 
forty  herling  and  three  sea-trout,  Mr.  Tom  Welch 
had  four  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  J.  Ritchie  caught  one 
of  2ilb.,  Mr.  Weatherstone  two  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  below  Skippers  Bridge,  Mr.  C.  Murray  had 
three  sea-trout,  Mr.  Jackson  two  sea-trout,  some 
herling  and  yellow  trout,  Mr.  J.  Gray  two  sea-trout 
and  a  few  herling,  Mr.  R.  Dawson  twenty  herling  in 
the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  Riddle  had  thirty 
herling  in  the  same  water,  Mr.  D.  Little,  three  sea- 
trout,  Mr.  Brockbank  twenty-five  herling.  In  the 
Upper  Liddle  [Messrs.  Scott,  Elliot  and  Beattie 
have  had  fair  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling, 
and  Mr.  Storey  creeled  a  dozen  yellow  trout, 
Mr.  A.  Keen  had  some  sea-trout  in  lower  Liddle 
above  the  Viaduct ;  Mr.  Cowan  had  ten  herling ; 
Mr.  Murray,  two  sea- trout  and  ten  herling;  Mr. 
Tona  Fergusson,  three  sea-trout  and  a  score  of 
herling ;  Mr.  Jardine,  two  sea-trout,  a  few  herling 
and  half-a-dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water; 
Mr.  R.  Mitchison,  two  dozen  herling  and  one  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  W.  Paterson,  Barrascrofts,  two  sea-trout 
and  ten  herling  in  lower  Liddle ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone, 
Newcastleton,  ten  herling  in  upper  Liddle  and  in 
the  same  water  Mr.  J.  Cowan  had  one  sea- trout  and 
six  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Law,  two  sea-trout  and  several 
vfillow  trout  and  herling  ;  Mr.  Walker,  four  herling ; 
Mr.  W.  Elliot,  a  sea-trout  and  three  herling  ;  Mr.  W. 
Stoddart  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Her- 
mitage Water.  Fishing  in  the  Long  Pool  in  the  Esk, 
Mr.  Adam  Keen's  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
scaled  191b. ;  Mr.  Law,  Canonbie.  creeled  101b.  of 
sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the 
Esk ;  Mr.  Burns  had  over  a  dozen  herling  ;  Mr.  D. 
Little  a  small  salmon ;  Mr.  R.  Grieve,  Alberigg, 
four  herling  and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ; 
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and  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  sixteen  herling  and  three  sea- 
trout.  In  Langham  Water,  Sergeant  Bell  had  four 
herling  and  two  yellow  trout  of  about  1  lb.  each  ; 
Mr.  A.  McMillan,  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  J.  Bamfather, 
one  ;  Mr.  S.  Hyslop.  one ;  and  Mr.  J.  Scott,  one, 
and  some  herling.  Fairly  good  sport  with  herling 
has  been  had  in  the  Netherby  and  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch's  reserved  waters. — G. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  month  the  river  has  been  in  slightly 
better  condition,  and  there  has  been  a  fair  run  of 
both  salmon  and  grilse.  Although  little  is  doing  at 
the  rod  fishing,  the  net  fishing  has  greatly  improved. 
A  goodly  number  of  grilse  were  got  by  the  sweep 
nets  on  the  river  both  by  the  day  and  night  shifts. 
There  was  also  a  marked  improvement  in  the  net- 
fishing  along  the  coast,  and  at  all  the  stations  the 
yield  for  the  past  week  was  the  best  that  has  been 
done  for  some  time.  For  the  past  week  about 
half-a-dozen  boxes  of  fish  have  been  consigned  to 
the  markets  daily.  The  salmon  are  of  large  size  and 
of  capital  quality.  Some  of  those  killed  lately 
weighed  as  heavy  as  301b.  up  to  341b.  in  weight, 
and  the  average  would  be  141b.  to  161b.  Grilse  are 
also  of  large  size  and  of  capital  quality,  the 
heaviest  scaling  91b.  The  nets  will  now  soon  be  off 
the  sea  and  river,  and  as  there  is  every  appearance 
of  fish  ascending,  anglers  should  enjoy  better 
sport— H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris),— The  total  catch  at  Rodel  for  the  week 
to  Aug.  17  has  been  two  salmon  weighing  respec- 
tively 61b.  and  41b.  8oz.,  and  seventy-seven  sea- 
trout  weighing  541b.  loz.,  heaviest  31b.'4oz.,  and  at 
Finsbay  from  Aug.  7  to  Aug.  17  the  catch  has 
been  two  hundred  and  sixteen  sea-trout,  weighing 
1231b.  ISoz.,  heaviest  41b.— G.  D.  Stirling. 

Loohinver  (Cnlag'  Hotel). — On  Aug.  13,  Mr. 
Carter,  two  sea-trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Prockter,  six  trout, 
3Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  one  salmon,  71b.,  and  one 
grilse,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Myers,  four  trout,  lllb. ;  Messrs. 
Bidwell.  one  salmon,  6Jlb.,  and  two  grilse,  51b.  and 
4|lb.  On  Aug.  14,  Messrs.  Bidwell,  seventeen  trout, 
5|lb. ;  Mrs.  Marshall,  three  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  On 
Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Cobb,  seven  trout,  2|lb.  ;  Mr. 
Carter,  one  salmon,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Bidwell  (sea), 
good  catch,  various  ;  Dr.  Archdall,  one  salmon,  61b. 
On  Aug.  16,  Messrs.  Cobb,  seventeen  trout,  81b.  ; 
Mr  Carter,  three  sea-trout,  2l\h.  ;  Messrs.  Clees  and 
M'Carthy,  four  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Bidwell, 
two  sea-trout,  2ilb.  On  Aug.  17,  Messrs.  Bidwell, 
nine  trout,  31b. ;  Messrs.  Cobb,  one  sea-trout,  1  lb. ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  one  salmon,  71b. ;  Mr.  Ros?,  one  sea- 
trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Carter,  three  sea-trout, 
21b.  ;  Messrs.  Cobb,  twenty-six  trout.  81b. ;  Messrs. 
Bidwell,  eighteen  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  Warr,  nine  trout, 
3Jlb. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Ziooh  Leven  (Kinross). — It  is  now  many  years 
since  the  loch  has  afforded  anglers  so  good  sport 
with  fly  as  at  present.  On  Aug.  21,  650  trout, 
weighing  4501b.,  were  captured  with  fly.  They  are 
nearly  all  got  in  the  deep  water  between  the  south 
shore  and  Reed  Bower.  The  weather  has  been 
favourable  from  dull  skies,  though  on  Aug  20  it  was 
blowing  half  a  gale,  and  looked  hke  a  day  when  the 
takes  would  have  been  of  the  most  meagre  descrip- 
tion, though  the  reverse  happened,  and  big  catches 
ruled.  All  the  takes  recorded  below  were  with  fly. 
Six  rods  at  the  Glasgow  Western  Club  captured  105 
trout,  which  weighed  73  lb.  4oz.  Prize  winners  : — 
First:  Mr.  Henry  Allan,  twenty-five  trout,  201b.  2oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  W.  Macfarlane,  sen.,  twenty-two  trout, 
141b.  6oz.  These  anglers  fished  from  the  same 
boat,  their  combined  catch  being  forty-seven  trout, 
341b.  8oz.  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club,  with  eleven 
rods,  landed  ninety-one  trout,  71  lb.  5oz.  First: 
Mr.  D.  Kirke,  seventeen  trout,  lllb.  15oz.  ;  second: 
Mr.  W.  Williamson,  eighteen  trout,  lllb.  lloz. 
Nineteen  members  of  the  Dundee  Club  captured 
189  trout,  971b.  13oz.  First :  Dr.  Rogers,  twenty 
trout,  101b.  14oz.  ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Black,  thirteen 
trout,  81b.  9oz.  Other  clubs  had  smaller  catches. 
The  following  were  among  the  private  parties  out 
(a  large  number  of  young  fish  being  returned) : — 
Mr.  Steele  (Comrie),  fifty  trout,  391b. ;  Mr.  Gibb 
(Pattenchar),  fifty-one  trout.  331b.  ;  Mr.  Hutchison 
(Perth),  forty-nine  trout,  321b.  ;  Messrs.  John  and 
Walter  Kennedy  (Edinburgh),  fifty  trout.  331b;  Dr. 
Clark  (Preston)),  thirty  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Coleby  and 
Mr.  Parker  (Darlington),  thirty-six  trout,  25lb. ;  Mr. 

C.  Sutton  (Edinburgh),  thirty  trout,  20lb.  ;  Miss 
Liddall  and  Miss  Gertrude  Liddall,  Findaty,  thirty 
trout.  221b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Muirhead  and'  Mr.  D. 
Murchie,  Glasgow,  thirty-five  trout,  271b. ;  Mr. 
T.  R.  Mackenzie,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Fred. 
Mackenzie,  Perth,  twenty-nine  trout,  24lb. ;  Mr. 

D.  J.  Morrison,  Rangoon,  and  Mr.  K.  ^1.  Morrison, 
Cheltenham,  twenty-six  trout,  231b. ;  Jlr.  Pum- 
phrey  and  Mr.  W.  Doig-Gibb,  Newcistle,  thirty 
trout,  211b.  ;  Mr.  Maclear  and  friends,  Edinb-i-gh, 
forty-eight  trout,  301b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.T.Lawaon  and  son, 
Glasgow,  twenty-five  trout,  191b.  8oz  ;  i\Ir.  Gover, 
Gosford,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  twenty  trout,  141b.  ; 


144 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  25,  1906 


Mr.  O'Hanlon,  Manchester.fourteen  trout,  11  lb  , and 
nineteen  trout,  121b.  ;  Master  Groome,  fifteen  trout, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Norman  Scott. 
Broughty  Ferry,  forty  trout,  171b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  H. 
J.  Hore  and  Mr.  W.  Walker,  Edinburgh,  twenty 
trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Alexander  and  friend,  Edinburgh, 
seventeen  trout,  111b.;  Mr.  Thomson,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  Williamson,  Mfisselburgh,  thirty  trout, 
131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Donald,  Dundee, 
twenty  trout,  181b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Halley,  Cheltenham, 
twenty-foiir  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Flockhart,  Anna- 
croich,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  Linlithgow,  eighteen 
trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Sloan,  Glasgow,  eighteen  trout, 
141b.  ;  Mr.  W.  HamUton,  Welsh  Edinburgh, 
seventeen  trout,  121b.  ;  Dr.  Spencer,  London, 
twenty  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  M.  Inglis,  Canonbie, 
eighteen  trout,  15lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Millar  and  Mr.  Walker, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-four  trout,  161b.  The  following 
were  out  a  few  hours  in  the  evening : — Mr.  Mor- 
rison, Paisley,  sixteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Campbell 
and  Mr.  Dunsmore,  Perth,  twenty  trout,  14lb.  ; 
Mr.  Pumphrey  and  Mr.  Gibb,  Newcastle, 
eighteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  C.  R.  Smith,  Perth,  eight 
trout,  81b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Dobbie,  Kirkcaldy,  twelve 
trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Air,  Dundee,  ten  trout,  81b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Gibson,  Joppa  (two  hours),  eleven  trout,  71b. 
Over  one  thousand  trout  were  captured  in  two 
days. — R.  B.  Lainq. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— On  Aug.  14, 
Mr.  Chas  Ross,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Ness,  one  salmon, 
81b. ;  Messrs.  Kyd  and  Kennedy,  on  Loch  Mhor, 
thirteen  trout,  6|lb.  On  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Chas.  Ross, 
on  Loch  Ness,  one  salmon,  11  lb. ;  Messrs.  Kyd  and 
Kennedy,  eight  trout,  12Ib. ;  Mr.  Fearnley  Smith, 
one  grilse,  41b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  IJlb.  On  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  Kennedy,  on  Loch  Ness,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Mr. 
Kyd,  on  Loch  Bran,  ten  trout,  61b.  On  Aug.  19, 
Messrs.  Kyd  and  Keimedy,  on  Loch  Ness,  two 
trout,  5lb. ;  Mr.  Fearnley  Smith,  one  sea-trout,  21b. 

—  S.  TiLSTON. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  has  been 
in  fine  fettle  during  the  whole  week,  but  local 
thunderstorms  prevented  the  best  being  made  of 
the  otherwise  favourable  conditions.  Some  ten 
salmon  and  grilse  have  been  creeled  by  anglers  in 
the  mid  and  upper  reaches.  Lord  Knollys  is  at 
Craig-Gowan,  Balmoral,  and  enjoying  a  quiet  cast 
along  with  Sir  Dighton  Probyn,  who  is  at  Birkhall 
Castle,  on  the  King's  waters.  Mr.  George  Coats 
has  been  on  the  Glentana,  and  several  "  red"  fish 
have  been  grassed  here  and  on  the  Aboyne  reaches. 
On  the  tidal  waters,  Mr.  Robb,  of  Playfair  and  Co., 
Aberdeen,  had  seventeen  sea-trout  and  finnock, 
whOe  Captain  D.  Mackay  had  fifteen,  and  Mr.  Ogg, 
Gordon's  College,  had  ten  on  Aug.  17.  Fine  baskets 
are  being  made  nightly.  On  the  Cults  and  Hydro- 
pathic waters  one  or  two  grilse  and  sea^trout  have 
been  creeled,  and  the  season  all  over  promises  to 
be  an  exceedingly  good  one.  The  netting  season 
closes  on  Aug.  25.  Don. — On  the  Barkhill  waters, 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Whitten,  London,  had  a  fine 
basket  of  yellow  trout,  while  John  Grant,  keeper, 
Pitraedden,  landed  a  grilse  of  6lb.  on  Aug.  17  in 
addition  to  several  fine  trout.  On  the  Park  water, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  Clark  had  four  trout  of  21b.,  2Jlb., 
2Jlb.,  and  41h.,  in  addition  to  several  others  of  lesser 
weight. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  NB.).— On 
Aug.  14,  Mr.  Clegg,  Liverpool,  on  Upper  Fiag, 
seven  trout,  31b ;  Miss  Alison  Brodie,  Edinburgh, 
on  Lower  Fiag,  twenty-seven,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fell,  London,  on  Top-Shin,  one  dozen,  41b. 
On  Aug.  15  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chrystal.  Edinburgh,  on 
Top  Shin,  seven  trout,  21b.;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Brodie,  on  Loch  Merkland,  twelve,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Clegg,  on  Loch.  Merkland,  seventeen,  61b. ;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell,  on  Loch  Griam,  fourteen,  61b. 
On  Aug.  16  Mr.  Clegg,  four  sea  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
and  Mis  Fell,  on  Fiag,  six  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Smith, 
Riland,  London,  on  L.  Griam,  eight,  41b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Miss  Crystal,  on  L.  Gorm,  fourty-six,  121b.  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Brodie,  on  Fiag,  nine,  51b.  On 
Aug.  17,  Messrs.  and  Miss  Crystal,  on  L.  Griam, 
twenty-three,  8  Jib. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fell,  on  L.  Gorm, 
thirty-eight,  lOJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Brodie, 
twenty  sea- trout,  16Jlbs.  On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clegg,  twenty  sea- trout,  241bs.  ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Brodie,  on  L.  Griam,  sixteen  trout,  7Jlb. ;  and 
Messrs.  and  Miss  Crystal,  twenty-six,  lOJlb. — B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  Aug.  13,  Mr.  Brooks  bank  (Yorks),  on  Loch 
No.  2,  three  sea-trout,  1  Jib ;  Miss  Renwick  (Stirling), 
trout,  7^1b.  ;  Messrs.  Renwick  and  Somerville 
(Stirling),  on  Loch  Clashfearn,  7Jlb ;  Mr.  Little 
(Surrey),  on  Loch  Eileanach,  six,  121b;  and  Mr. 
Fairley  (Glasgow),  on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  ten,  41b. 
On  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Brooksbank  (Yorks),  on  Loch 
Na-Ha,  five  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Fairlie,  on  Loch 
Crocach,  seven,  51b ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch  Mhin- 
nidh,  two,  3ilb ;  Mr.  Renwick  on  Loch  No.  4, 
one  sea-trout,  1  lb ;  Messrs.  Somerville  and 
Renwick,  on  Loch  Gorm,  twenty-one,  61b.  ;  and 
Mr.  Clegg,  Yorks,  on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  six,  21b.  On 


Aug.  17  Mr.  Clegg.  on  Loch  Crocach,  fourteen,  5lb.  ; 
Mr.  Brooksbank,  on  Loch  No.  1,  a  61b.  salmon  and 
two  sea- trout,  1  Jib. ;  Mrs.  Little  and  Miss  Renwick, 
on  Loch  Bad-Darroch,  six  trout;  Miss  Johnson, 
London,  on  Mid  Chain,  two,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Renwick, 
on  Loch  No.  3,  two  sea-trout,  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Somer- 
ville, on  Loch  Lag-Ard,  ten  trout,  4  Jib.  ;  and  Messrs 
Cowan,  on  Loch  Gorm,  eighteen,  61b.  On  Aug.  18  the 
same  anglers  were  out  with  the  addition  of  Dr. 
GoUand,  Altringham.  Baskets  ranged  up  to  two 
dozen,  and  the  average  weight  of  all  the  fish  landed 
was  Iflb.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Brooksbank,  on  Loch 
No.  4,  eight  fea-trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Clegg,  on  Loch 
No.  3,  four  sea-trout,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Little,  on  Loch 
Na-Ha,  five  trout.  "Jib.  ;  Messrs.  Cowan,  on  Mid 
Chain,  seven,  3Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Muret,  Altringham, 
on  Loch  Clashfearn,  twelve,  31b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— The  following  sport 
since  last  reported:  On  Aug.  11  Mr.  Bilbrough 
landed  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough  a 
salmon  weighing  161b.,  besides  a  grilse  of  5lb.  On 
Aug.  13  Bishop  Eden  had  a  61b.  grilse,  and 
Mr.  H.  Bilbrough,  a  salmon,  171b.  On  Aug.  15, 
Bishop  Eden,  one  grilse,  71b.  On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  H. 
Bilbrough,  one  salmon,  9lb.,  and  one  grilse,  41b. 
On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  H.  Bilbrough,  a  salmon,  131b,  and 
a  grilse,  71b. — B. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  heavy  rains  have  con- 
tinued this  week  and  there  have  been  continual 
rises  of  the  rivers  daily.    A  considerable  number  of 
herling  have  been  on  the  run  daily,  but  the  un- 
settled waters  have  kept  them  on  the  move  and 
sport  has  been  disappointing  with  the  fly.  Worm 
fishers  have  been  getting  a  fair  amount  of  sport  in 
the  lower  Annan  occasionally.    The  following  is  a 
note  of  the  sport  since  last  week.    The  Annan. — 
In  the  Brewery  stream,  on    the   17th,  Mr.  R. 
Graham  took  six  herling,  and  on  the  18th  eight. 
Mr.  James  Baxter  caught  on  the  16th  fourteen 
herling  and  trout  with  worm  bait.    Mr.  W.  Wright, 
fishing  the  Everholm  portion,  caught  eight  herling. 
Mr.  Hudson  had  a  sea-trout  and  eight  herling.  On 
the  1 6th  Mr.  James  Dixon  had  a  brace  of  herling. 
On  the  17th  Mr.  James  Dixon  four.    Mr.  Beattie 
landed  a  couple  and  Mr.  Bell  had  a  brace  of  sea- 
trout.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  on  the  17th, 
Mr.   Pasley-Dirom's   keeper    had    two  sea-trout 
and  a  few  herling.    Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie,  W.S., 
fishing  the  Kirth  above  Broats,  caught  fifteen 
yellow  trout  and  one  herling;   and  on  Aug.  20, 
on    another    water,   eleven    yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Robert  Graham  caught  six   herling  on  Aug.  20 
at    the    Brewery  with    the    clear-water    worm ; 
and  on  Aug.  21,  on  the  same  water,  he  landed  five 
herling  with  the  Brandling.     On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  T. 
Shortridge  Tweedie  caught  eight  herling  at  the 
Brewery  stream  with  fly  ;  Mr.  James  Baxter  caught 
four  herling.    On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  George  McLean  took 
two  and  Mr.  Dickson  four  herling.     Mr.  W.  Thom- 
son, fishing  in  the  Fishouse  Flat  water  on  the 
evening  of  Aug.  21,  took  one  sea- trout  and  four 
herling ;  Mr.  Graham  landed  five,  with  brandling 
worm,  on  Aug.  21 ;  and  Mr.  John  Irving  had  two. 
On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  J.  Irving  had  several  herling  with 
brandling  worm.    In  the  Four  Towns  water  Mr.  H. 
Boyd  had  sea- trout  weighing  from  IJIb.  to  2 Jib.  each. 
In  the  higher  Annan  Mr.  Johnstone,  Mr.  Richardson, 
and  other  anglers  have  had  good  creels  of  trout. 
The  Dumfries  Nith.— Sport  has  been  much  better 
of  late  in  this  river,  and  in  the  mid-Nithsdale  Asso- 
ciation waters  the  Thornhill  rods  have  had  good 
baskets  of  trout.    The  GALLOvt^AY  Rivers. — The 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  the  Fleet  of  Gate- 
house, as  also  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  have  been 
greatly  out  of  order  with  the  recent  rains,  and  there 
has   been  little  or  no  sport  with  the  fly.  The 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs  have  been  almost 
continually  in  flood  since  last  week,  and  sport  has 
been  disappointing.    On  the  lochs  the  baskets  have 
been  smaller  than  those  previously  reported,  but 
there  should  be  some  good  creels  of  yellow  trout 
before  the  middle  of  September. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — The  river  for  the  past  week 
has  been  rather  unsettled.  On  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  Mr.  J.  R.  Finlay's  keeper,  on  Aug.  13,  had 
two  grilse  of  5lb,  and  61b. ;  Aug.  17,  two  salmon  of 
71b.  and  16Jlb. ;  Aug.  21,  Sir  Fitzroy  McLean  had 
one  grilse  of  7Jlb.  Fish  are  pretty  numerous  in 
the  river. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  the  condition 
of  this  water  is  still  all  that  an  angler  could  wish, 
the  moor  proves  at  present  the  greater  attraction, 
so  that  little  is  being  done.  From  the  Knockando 
water,  on  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Hankey  had  two  grilse  of 
51b.  each  ;  and  from  the  Laggan  Carron  water  on 
the  same  day  two  of  51b.  and  5Jlb.  were  landed ; 
and  on  Aug.  15  a  salmon  of  191b.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Aug.  16,  two  grilse  of  61b.  and 
6Jlb.  were  killed  ;  and  on  Aug.  20  a  salmon  of  131b. ; 
whUe  on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  Aug.  15,  Mr. 
P.  Gould  had  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Craik,  < 
fisherman,  a  g  ilse  of  61b.  On  Aug.  15,  on  the 
Aikenway  water,  a  salmon  and  a  grilse  were  got.  f 


Tay.— Very  httle  sport  has  been  obtained  during 
the  past  week  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the 
water,  but  it  is  at  present  in  fine  order.  All  the 
pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  now  that 
the  nets  are  off  splendid  sport  is  anticipated 
throughout  the  next  week.  Every  indication  is 
given  of  an  excellent  autumn  season.  The  net 
fishing  season  just  closed  has  been  a  good  average, 
but  grilse  were  somewhat  late  in  coming  forward' 
Fishing  Islamouth  water,  Sir  Henrv  Samuel.'=(>n 
Bart.,  caught  one  grilse,  OJlb.,  on  Aug.  11;  Mr' 
Goodden,  one  fish,  221b.,  and  a  grilse,  gjlb.  ;  and 
Mr.  A.  Goodden,  one  fish,  131b.,  on  Aug.  18.  On 
Benchill  Beat,  Mr.  A.  H.  Wardle  captured  one 
grilse,  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  H.  Wardle,  one,  7Jlb.,  on 
Aug.  18,  and  on  Catholes  stretch.  Mr.A.  H.  Wardle 
had  a  grilse,  81b.,  on  Aug.  20.  Fishing  Upper  and 
Lower  Battleby  water,  Mrs.  Knocker  killed  one 
grilse,  7 Jib.,  on  Aug.  14;  Miss  Grey,  one  grilse, 
81b.,  on  Aug.  16,  one  fish,  18Jlb.,  and  a  grilseT  71b.. 
on  Aug.  17;  while  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Colonel 
Knocker  had  two  grilse,  71b.  and  6ilb.,  on  Aug.  18  ; 
and  Mr.  Guy,  a  grilse,  91b.,  on  Aug.  20.— A.  A. 

Tweed  District.— Rain  has  fallen  almost  every 
day,  and  all  the  rivers  have  been  in  flood.  Bait, 
fishers  have  met  with  marked  success  all  round. 
The  spate  has  brought  up  grilse  and  sea-trout  in 
fair  numbers.    Fisherman  W.  Millar,  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  had   two  salmon  of  7Jlb.  each;  on 
Aug.  U,  a  grilse  of  6 Jib.  was  taken  at  Midpath; 
and  at    Innerleithen  a   sea-trout  of   121b.  was 
captured.    On  the  Birgham  water,  Mr.  Henderson 
had  one,   61b.,   and   Dr.    Henderson  a  salmon, 
91b.    On  Twizell  water,  Mr.  Stoddart  had  ten  nice 
trout  on  Aug.  9  and  six  on  Aug.  10  with  fly.  On 
the  Bowmont  water,  on  Aug.  13,  Mr.  Lee  caught 
eleven    good  trout.     On   Tweedgreen    oast,  on 
Aug.  14,  Mr.  Edmunds  had  ten  trout,  scaling  71b., 
with  minnow ;  Mr.  Ashman,  seven  trout,  weighing 
41b,  with  fly;  and  Mr.  Macpherson,  eight  trout, 
weighing  81b  ,  with  minnow.   At  Melrose,  an  angler 
secured  141b.  of  trout  with  worm,  four  of  which 
weighed  1  lb.  each     On  Aug.  15,  baskets  of  trout, 
weighing  8Jlb.  and  41b.,  were  taken  by  two  anglers  at 
Melrose  and  Thornilee  respectively,  and  on  Aug.  16 
an  angler  had  41b.  of  trout  with  worm.    Gala.— On 
Aug.  14,  an  angler  had9Jlb.  of  trout,  with  worm,  at 
Stow.    On  Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Bryson  and  Gebbie  had 
7Jlb.,  with  minnow.    On  Aug.  16,  Mr.  Gebbie,  51b., 
and  another  angler  had  41b.,  with  minnow.  On 
Aug.  16,  Mr.  Anderson  had  a  basket  of  forty-three 
trout,  weighing  141b.,  and  two  other  rods  shared 
161b.,  with  worm.    On  Aug.  17,  Messrs.  Clapperton 
and  Nixon  had  181b.,  and  on  Aug.  18,  Mr.  G.  Inglis 
101b.,  with  worm  (two  of  Mr.  Inglis'  trout  weighed 
fully    lib.   each).    Another  basket  of    81b.  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Nixon,  and  other  numerous  lighter 
baskets  were  also  taken.    This  is  the  best  fishing 
that  has  been  had  on  the  Gala  for  two  years  or 
more.    Leader. — Trout  have  been  taking  excel- 
lently on  this  water  for  some  weeks  past.  Fishing 
the  open  water  above  Chapel,  on  Aug.  17,  four 
anglers  took  331b.  of  trout,  averaging  four  to  the 
pound  (heaviest,  fib.),  with  worm;  Mr.  Bell  and 
friend,  on  Aug.  18,  had  181b.  of  good  trout  -  and 
on   Aug.  20,  161b.    Caddon.— On  Aug.   16,  two 
anglers  had  nine  trout,  31b.  ;  and  on  Aug.  17,  Mr. 
John  Currie  151b.,  in  the  upper  reaches.  Ettrick, 
Yarrow,  and  St.  Mary's  Loch.— Not  much  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Ettrick,  but  the  Yarrow  his 
been  fishing  splendidly,  and  some  heavy  baskets 
have  been  made.    Neither  trout  nor  perch  have 
been  taking  well  in  the  loch,  but  the  surrounding 
burns  are  fishing  splendidly,  and  good  sport  has 
been  had.    Blackaddeb. — Fishing  on  this  river 
during  the  past  week  has  been  very  good,  the 
water  being  in  splendid  condition,   and  several 
excellent  baskets  have  been  the  result.— Sokley 
Brown. 

Ullapool  (Caledonian  Hotel).— On  Aug.  17, 
Major  Rugby  and  friend,  Kent,  on  Loch  Long,  had 
sixteen  trout,  81b.,  two  weighing  2Jlb.  each.  On 
Aug.  18,  Mr.  Erskin  and  Dr.  Crawford,  Bristol,  on 
Loch  Long,  thirteen,  61b.  Weather  very  wet  and 
cold. — Geo.  Moebison. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District  —  A  very  large  amount  of 
damage  has  been  done  in  the  Antrim  and  Down 
rivers  by  flaxwater  poisoning.    The  rivers  were  all 
low  when  the  rise  of  water  came,  and  it  carried  the 
oisonous  fluid  into  pools  where  the  trout  lay,  with 
isastrous  effects.  The  small  rivers  suffered  heavily. 
Sport  on  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association  shows  a  bit  of  an  improvement 
during  the  evening  rise.    The  Maine  has  a  dose  of 
flaxwater  in  it,  and  its  tributaries  are  in  the  same 
condition. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During 
the  past  week  the  following  salmon  were  captured 
on  the  Erne:  Mr.  S.  B.  Wilkinson  six  salmon 
weighing  from  51b.  to  161b. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Mount  two 
salmon  of  71b.  and  91b. ;  Mrs.  W.  A.  Mount  two 
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salmon  of  19Ib.  and  71b. ;  Mr.  Watts  two  salmon  of 
91b.  and  11  lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  two  of  61b.  and  7lb. ; 
Captain  Auchenleck  one  of  7lb.,  and  Major  Wilkin- 
son landed  three  salmon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Aug.  15  to  Aug.  21 : — Captain  Macgowan,  on 
Aug.  15,  four,  6Jlb.,  8lb.,  Clb.,  e^lb.  ;  on  Aug.  16, 
six,  41b.,  6Jlb.,  7ilb.,  3Jlb.,  51b.,  7Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  17, 
two,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  18,  four,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  5Jlb., 
71b.  ;  on  Aug.  20,  four,  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  5ilb.,  7ilb.  ; 
on  Aug.  21,  four,  2Jlb.,  5lb.,  71b.,  4ilb. ;  total, 
twenty-four,  131  lb.  Mr.  T.  P.  Dobson,  on  Aug.  15, 
three,  7}lb.,  SJib.,  81b.;  on  Aug.  16,  seven,  4i\h., 
e^lb.,  7ilb.,  61b.,  71b.,  51b.,  71b.  :  on  Aug.  17,  one, 
-6lb. ;  on  Aug.  18,  four,  71b.,  81b.,  6ilb.,  5lb. ;  on 
Aug.  20,  three,  5 Jib.,  4ilb.,  7^1b.  ;  on  Aug.  21,  five, 
51b.,  7Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  5Jlb.,  6lb.  ;  total,  twenty-three, 
1521b.  Major  Moir,  on  Aug.  15,  one,  4Jlb.  ;  on 
Aug.  16,  two,  71b.,  lO^lb.  ;  total,  three,  221b.  Mr. 
H.  Malpass,  on  Aug.  15,  two,  5lb.,  41b.  ;  on  Aug.  16, 
three,  9lb.,  411b.,  71b.  ;  on  Aug.  17,  two,  5jlb.,  e^lb.  ; 
total,  seven,  41Jlb.  Mr.  R.  T.  Lattey,  on  Aug.  16, 
four,  81b.,  51b.,  4§lb.,  61b.  ;  on  Aug.  17,  three,  11  lb., 
51b.,  4Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  18,  two,  7ilb.,  41b.  ;  on  Aug  20, 
three,  HJlb.,  61b.,  81b. ;  on  Aug.  21,  four,  51b.,  5]b., 
41b.,  51b.  ;  total,  sixteen,  1051b.  Mr.  Sheriffe,  on 
Aug.  18,  two,  51b.,  51b.  Captain  B.  M.  Read,  on 
Aug.  18,  ODO,  41b.  Dr.  Sullivan,  on  Aug.  20,  one, 
6|lb. ;  on  Aug.  21,  three,  8ilb.,  6Jlb.,  7Jlb. ;  total, 
four,  291b.  Sir  J.  Batty  Tuke,  on  Aug.  20,  two, 
51b.,  5Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  21,  three,  5Ib.,  5ilb.,  51b.  ; 
total,  five,  261b.  Totals:— Aug.  15,  ten;  Aug.  16, 
twenty-two;  Aug.  17,  eight;  Aug.  18,  thirteen; 
Aug.  20,  thirteen  ;  Aug.  21,  nineteen.  Total  for  the 
six  days  : — Eighty-five. — W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Killarney. — Sport  with  salmon  has  not  shown 
expected  results.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  decent 
sport.    Peal  are  still  arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — On  Aug.  13, 
Mr.  Eves  had  twelve  trout,  15Ib. ;  Capt.  Turner 
and  lady,  six,  111b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crampton,  two, 
S^lb.  On  Aug.  14,  Mr.  Eves,  five,  7lb. ;  Capt. 
Turner  and  lady,  six,  II  lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cramp- 
ton,  three,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Eves,  two,  31b. ; 
Capt.  Turner  and  lady,  four,  71b. ;  Col.  H.  Hodg- 
kinson,  three,  61b.,  one  pike,  51b.  On  Aug.  16,  Mr. 
Eves,  seventeen  trout,  I91b. ;  CoL  H.  Hodgkinson, 
two,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Eves,  eight,  91b.; 
Col.  BL.  Hodgkinson,  three  jack  pike,  101b.  On 
Aug.  18,  Mr.  Eves,  six  trout,  9lb. ;  Col.  H.  Hodg- 
kinson, four,  61b. ;  Col.  Doncaster  and  lady,  four, 
6 Jib. — Thos.  Nauqhton. 

Lough  Cnrrano,  eto.  (WaterrlUe,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  amongst  sea-trout  has  improved  on  Lough 
Currane,  the  takes  ranging  from  two  to  ten  daily 
to  each  boat  with  about  from  four  to  eight  brown 
trout  to  each  boat  in  addition.  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona 
had  a  salmon  of  11  lb.  on  Aug.  18,  and  half  a  dozen 
sea- trout.  On  Lough  Cummeravanig  sport  con- 
tinues good  at  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — During 
the  pait  week  there  have  been  some  fair  days 
sport.  After  the  heavy  rain  and  storms  there 
have  been  here  for  weeks  past,  with  a  settled 
autumn,  anglers  may  anticipate  good  times.  The 
best  catches  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are: — 
On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mordecai  Jones,  nine 
trout,  131b.,  largest,  21b.  (all  on  Daddy);  Mr. 
Mullaly,  three  trout,  6ib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Norman,  one 
trout,  1  ib.  lOoz. ';  Mr.  Marsham  Townshend,  one 
pike,  61b.,  one  perch,  1  lb.  On  Aug.  19,  Mr.  Duncan 
and  Mr.  Norman  (same  boat),  eight  trout,  101b., 
best,  1  lb.  13oz.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Jones, 
three  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  M.  Townshend,  four  trout, 
3Jlb.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Norman, 
five  trout,  6flb.,  best,  a  41b.  gDlaroo. — G.  A. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur). — Visitors  staying  at 
Kilbride  Lodge  are  having  fair  sport  with  rod  and 
gun.  Dr.  Ewart,  shooting  on  Aug.  13,  had  three 
and  a  half  brace  of  grouse.  Casting  with  the 
artificial  fly  and  dapping  with  the  Harry-long-legs 
continues  good  on  favourable  days.  Capt.  G.  H. 
Lloyd  and  Dr.  Ewart,  fishing  from  one  boat  on 
Aug.  15,  had  two  trout,  6|lb.,  best  6Jlb.  (on 
artificial  fly) ;  on  Aug.  16,  two,  41b.  ;  on  Aug.  18, 
five,  5|lb.  Mr.  E.  Carter,  on  Aug.  13,  five,  yflb. ; 
on  Aug.  14,  ten,  SJlb. ;  on  Aug.  15,  five,  41b. ;  on 
Aug.  16,  nine,  131b.;  on  Aug.  17,  one,  lib.;  on 
Aug.  18,  four,  7ilb.— P.  S. 

iiongh  Melvin. — The  following  anglers  fishing 
the  Lake,  from  Scott's  Hotel,  at  Garrison, 
enjoyed  good  bport  amongst  the  gillarooes  and 
brown  trout  during  the  past  week ; — Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  Mr.  A.  J.  Troup,  Col. 
Lawrence  and  Son,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  jun.,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Fisher,  Mr.  E.  Colegrave  and  friends,  etc. 
Mr.  W.  Neely  and  Mr.  Stephenson  took  a  number 
of  trout  trolling  on  Aug.  21,  and  amongst  them  a 
fine  trout  8Jlb.  weight.  Captain  and  Lieutenant 
Trousdale,  Mr.  Paterson,  Dr.  Whiteford,  Mr.  Lean 
and  friends,  Mr.  Lister  and  friends,  also  had  fair 
sport,  and  anglers  out  from  Bundoran,Kinlough,etc., 
were  generally  successful. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 
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Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 

The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  fair  order. 
Since  last  notes  the  following  fi  jh  where  killed  : — 
Dr.  James  Moore,  Belfast,  five  salmon  ;  Mr.  Waring 
Manley,  Belfast,  three ;  Captain  Lee,  one ;  Hark- 
ness,  four;  Sweeney,  two;  Captain  Williams,  one. 
At  time  of  writing  rain  appears  imminent.  A  good 
spate  would  wash  out  the  flaxwater. — J.A.B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  poor  owing  to  a  spate  coming  down 
Mr.  Garvey  got  four  fish,  241b.,  and  Mr.  Scroop  got 
three,  211b.  Fishing  down  the  estuary  with  the 
minnow  was  good,  some  nice  baskets  being  taken. 
Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well  for  trout,  some  good 
baskets  being  taken  with  fly. — John  Devhes. 

Moy,  Longha  Co  an  and  Cullen  (SaUina,  oo 
Mayo). — During  the  past  week  the  river  was  in 
flood,  therefore  few  fish  were  taken,  but  now  it  is 
getting  into  good  order,  all  the  pools  are  packed 
with  tish.  Major  Jones,  one  grilse,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Garvey,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  61b. ;  Master  Scroop, 
three  grilse,  61b.,  51b.,  and  9lb. ;  Mr.  Perry 
Knox  Gore,  three  grilse,  51b.,  31b.,  and  61b. ; 
the  Masters  Plowden  had  some  sea  and  brown 
trout,  largest  IJlb. ;  Lieut. -Colonel  Rayner  had 
some  pike,  largest  191b.  Some  very  fine  trout  were 
got  on  the  Loughs.  On  the  Palmerstown  river 
during  the  last  flood  several  grilse  and  fine  sea- 
trout  were  got,  some  sea-trout  up  to  3Jlb.  Lough 
Talt  fished  very  well. — Pat  Heabns. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  oo.  Donegal). — The  Rosses 
waters  are  in  fine  order,  and  the  stock  of  sea-trout 
considerably  increased.  Since  last  notes  the  follow- 
ing baskets  were  made :  Mr.  Davy,  C.B.,  Dungloe  and 
Tully,  three  days,  nineteen  trout  from  2ilb.  down  ; 
Miss  Davy,  fifteen,  from  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Scott,  two 
days,  ten  from  IJlb.  ;  Colonel  Garden,  three  days, 
fifteen,  heaviest  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Gore,  four  days,  twenty- 
eight,  from  21b.  down. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — Sport 
continues  good  on  Loughs  Naiska,  Namona,  and 
Derriana.  The  takes  of  sea-trout  average  about 
ten  fish  to  each  boat  daily,  exclusive  of  brown  trout. 
Waters  in  good  trim,  and  sea-trout  arriving  from 
the  lower  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytauz  (Aug.  20).  —  Since  last  report  the 
weather  has  changed  again,  from  strong  thunderous 
heat  passing  to  heavy  wet,  and  now  into  bright 
days  with  clear  blue  Indian  sky  and  fresh  morn- 
ings, lacking  much  of  the  merciless  sultry  glare  of 
India  however.  I  have  heard  of  but  one  angler 
visiting  with  his  rod  our  favourite  Stockalper  fish- 
ing ground  a  few  days  ago,  when  the  water  was 
found  to  be  abnormally  low  and  clear,  as  I  saw  it 
yesterday  myself  near  Bouveret,  though  the  muddy 
infiux  of  the  Rhone  extended  far  into  Lac  Leman. 
The  trout  were  lively,  and  very  many  good  ones 
rose,  but  only  four  accompanied  him  back,  for  in 
these  conditions  they  seldom  strike  home  in  a 
businesslike  manner,  and  one  has  to  fish  with  a 
long  line  owing  to  the  sloping  banks  so  frequently 
making  concealment  more  than  difficult.  —  Ben- 

WYAN. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  good.  Weather 
now  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Conditions  are  now  favourable, 
and  sport  very  much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Colder  water  has  yielded 
much  better  returns  lately,  the  codlings  having  put 
in  an  appearance  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
other  species  being  at  times  somewhat  freely  in 
evidence.  On  Aug.  18  a  considerable  number  of 
small  codlings  were  caught,  the  largest,  a  fish 
of  just  over  21b.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
J.  R.  Maslen.  Mr.  Waddell  had  six  codling 
on  the  following  morning,  and  Messrs.  Newell, 
Handley,  Glen,  Akehurst,  Casey,  Hobson,  and 
others  had  small  mixed  catches,  including  a 
few  pollack.  On  Aug.  20  the  pier  was  crowded 
with  anglers,  and  Messrs.  Edgar,  Adams,  Morgan. 
Williamson,  Piper,  Handley,  Casey,  and  Shar- 
man,  together  with  many  others,  made  some 
excellent  bags,  Mr.  Sharman  having  a  very 
fine  catcli  of  plaice  and  dabs.  Colonel  Synge  had  a 
nice  little  catch  of  codling  and  dogfish,  his  lieaviest 
fish  scaling  just  under  31b.  A  few  small  pollack 
were  caught  in  the  evening,  and  a  great  number  of 
spur-dogs.  Mr.  Baker's  catch  on  Aug.  21  included  one 
very  large  plaice.  Mr.  Piper  had  a  codling  of  4|lb. 
Mr.  Handley,  Mr.  Hobson,  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan, 
Mr.  Hobson,  Mr.  H.  H.  Sharman,  and  Mr.  Spurgin 
each  made  fair  bags,  Mr.  Hobson  having  a  4lb. 
codling ;  Mr.  Sharman  one  of  31b.,  and  Mr. 
Spurgin  one  scaling  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Barnett  secured 
three  pollack  in  the  evening,  and  lost  several 
others.      Mr.   Adams   hooked    and    landed  a 
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nice  lobster  early  on  Wednesday  morning  and 
Mr.  Elphick  caught  a  very  large  bream,  which  he 
kindly  presented  to  the  Deal  and  Walmer  Angling 
Society.  Mr.  Hobson's  largest  fish  scaled  2ilb.,  and 
Mr.  J.  V.  M.  Bailey  had  one  of  just  over  21b.  Mr. 
Burnett  had  five  pollack  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
but  others  obtained  very  little  sport.  Mr.  Piper 
had  half  a  .score  of  codling  on  the  morning  of 
Aug.  18,  and  Mr.  Waddell  a  dozen  on  the  following 
morning. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pensanod. — Very  strong  S.  W.  winds  all  last  week. 
Foggy  so  far,  but  shows  signs  of  improvement. 
Messrs.  Willis  Brothers  and  Boatman  Barnes,  on 
Aug.  15,  one  dorey  (41b.),  eleven  pollack,  twenty 
chad,  thirteen  pouting,  three  crawfish,  three  scad, 
one  bream  (3Jlb.),  three  spider-crabs,  three  conger, 
one  catfish,  two  cuckocs,  one  gurnard,  one  morgie. 
Mr.  F.  Wills,  B.S.A.S.,  on  Aug.  17,  own  rod,  six 
pollack  (largest,  71b.),  three  rays  (largest,  9lb.), 
twenty  dogfish,  eighteen  gurnard,  four  bream,  one 
mackerel,  one  haddock  ;  on  Aug.  18,  five  pollack, 
three  bream,  sixteen  gurnard.  He  reports  that  the 
very  strong  winds  and  heavy  sea  have  prevented 
ground  fishing  on  the  outer  marks,  but  I  have 
thoroughly  enjoyed  myself  and  have  had  plenty  o 
grand  sailing.  Whiffing  and  drifting  for  pollack, 
moderate  sport.  Rod  fishing  from  piers,  moderate 
sport.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Good  sport  has  been  the  order  of 
the  day  during  the  week.  Plenty  of  pollack  and 
bass.  The  latter  have  been  giving  some  good  sport 
at  the  Rame  Head  from  off  the  rocks.  Mr.  Norton, 
fishing  one  tide,  had  301b.  in  about  two  hours,  all 
fish  taken  with  the  red  spinning  sand-eel.  Mr. 
Seymour  Watts  also  had  a  good  catch  one  after- 
noon, and  had  some  gear  carried  away  in  big  fish. 
This  favourite  spot  can  be  reached  easily  by  taking 
the  ferry  steamer  at  the  Admirals  Hard,  at  Stone- 
house,  to  Cremyll,  where  there  are  conveyances 
that  take  you  to  Cawsand  for  6d.,  and  it  is  about 
twenty  minutes'  walk  to  the  Head  or  Penlee  Point, 
where  you  can  fish  from  the  rocks  to  your  heart's 
content.  Pouting,  conger,  and  whiting  are  to  be 
found  at  the  usual  marks. — W.  Hbabder. 

Valentia. — Though  the  weather  has  been  favour- 
able on  many  days  sport  has  not  been  up  to 
anticipation,  but  is  improving  at  time  of  writing. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (oo.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
principally  with  conger  and  mackerel.  Whiting  are 
now  being  taken. — T.  J.  D. 


I  AM  A  JOLLY  FISHERMAN. 

{Set  to  Music.) 

I  am  a  jolly  fisherman, 

I  catch  what  I  can  get  ; 
Still  going  on  my  better's  plan — 

All's  fish  that  comes  to  net). 
Fish,  just  like  men,  I've  often  caught, 

Crabs  gudgeons,  poor  John,  cod-fish  : 
And  many  a  time  to  market  brought 

A  dev'lish  sight  of  odd  fish. 
Thus,  all  are  fishermen  through  life. 

With  weary  pains  and  labour: 
This  baits  with  gold,  and  that  a  wife. 

And  all  to  catch  his  neighbour. 

Then  praise  the  jolly  fisherman. 
Who  takes  what  he  can  get. 

Still  going  on  his  better's  plan — 
All's  fish  that  comes  to  net. 

The  pike,  to  catch  the  little  fry. 

Extends  his  greedy  jaw  : 
For  all  the  world,  as  you  and  I 

Have  seen  your  men  of  law  : 
He  who  to  laziness  devotes 

His  time,  is  sure  a  numb  fish  ; 
And  members  who  give  silent  votes 

May  fairly  be  call'd  dimab  fish. 
False  friends  to  eels  we  may  compare. 

The  roach  resembling  true  ones. 
Like  goldfish  we  find  old  fish  rare. 

Plenty  as  herrings  new  ones. 

Then  praise,  etc. 

Like  fish,  then,  mortals  are  a  trade, 

And  trapp'd,  and  sold,  and  bought  ; 
The  old  wife  and  the  tender  maid 

Are  both  with  tickling  caught ; 
Indeed,  the  fair  are  caught,  'tis  said. 

If  you  but  throw  the  line  in, 
With'maggots,  flies,  or  something  red 

Or  anythmg  that's  shining  ; 
With  small  fish  you  must  lie  in  wait 

For  those  in  high  condition  ; 
But  'tis  alone  a  golden  bait 

Can  catch  a  leam'd  physician. 

Then  praise,  etc. 

— Charles  Dibdin 
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With  peach  and  apricot  the  garden  wall 
Was  odorous,  and  the  pears  began  to  fall. 
The  sun  went  down,  the  harvest-moon  arose. 
They  saw  the  corn  still  falling  'neath  its  light. 
While  through  the  soft  air  of  the  windless  night 
The  voices  of  the  reapers'  mates  rang  clear, 
In  measured  song,  as  of  the  fruitful  year 
They  told,  and  its  delights. 

— Wm.  Morris. 


DEAi  AND  Waimer  Angling  Association. 
The  hon.  secretary  of  the  above  society  (affiliated 
to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society),  whose  head- 
quarters are  the  Anglers'  Hall,  Market-street,  Deal, 
wishes  to  caU  attention  to  the  ch^^age  of  title.  It 
vvill  in  future  be  known  as  the 

t>BA.Tj  AND  WaLMER 

Angling  Association.  This  alteration  has  been 
found  necessary  to  meet  the  gro-wing  additions  of 
new  members  from  Walmer.  Hon.  Secretary  Adarns 
is  a  splendid  worker,  has  friends  in  many  other 
places  than  Deal  and  Walmer,  and  1  predict  a  large 
influx  of  new  members  to  this  already  flourishing 
society. 


Eels  Stop  Tweed  Mills. 

On  Aug.  10  the  tweed  mills  were  stopped  from 
a  somewhat  imusual  cause.  An  examination  of  the 
turbine,  which  had  suddenly  ceased  working, 
showed  that  several  large  eels  had  got  into  the  con- 
ducting pipe,  and  on  reaching  the  turbine  had  got 
cut  up,  and  so  blocked  the  machinery.  A  remark- 
able circmnstance  was  that  an  eel  measuring  3ft.  4in. 
long  and  8in.  in  circumference  was  also  taken  from 
a  2in.  pipe  branching  from  the  turbine  supply  pipe. 
[I  wonder  how  that  8in.  eel  managed  to  squeeze  into 
a  2in.  pipe  ?] 


"  An  angler  caught  a  catfish  recently  in  a  Penn- 
sylvania stream,  and  was  surprised  to  find  he  could 
not  land  him.  Upon  investigation,"  says  the 
American  Fishing  Gazette,  "  the  fish  was  found 
inside  of  a  keg.  It  had  probably  entered  the  keg 
while  small,  growing  inside  of  it."  That's  nothing  ! 
I  once  "  caught  "  and  landed  a  fresh-water  mussel 
which  had  (when  quite  an  infant,  perhaps)  taken  up 
its  abode  in  a  half-gallon  beer  jar.  There  was  no 
cork  in  the  bottle,  but  by  skilful  casting — the  bottle 
remaining  perfectly  upright  in  tlie  water,  wliere  it 
had  lain  for  many  years — a  lively  gentle  on  a  No.  19 
hook  was  adroitlj'  introduced  to  his  mollusc  -.ship. 
Although  the  gut  cast  was  of  the  very  finest  (double  x 
or  treble  x,  same  as  the  bottle  once  contained),  the 
prisoner  and  the  prison  were  safely  landed.  Needless 
to  say  the  bottle  had  to  be  broken  to  secure  the 
release  of  the  mussel. 


I  GATHER  from  the  Plymouth  Western  Morning  ' 
News  of  Aug.  20  that  the  steam  yacht  Yarta,  belong-  ; 
ing  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Arnold  Morley,  having  on  board  i 
Lord  Tweedmouth,  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  \ 
arrived  at  Plymouth  on  Aug.  16  from  Cowes.  The  ' 
vessel  was  anchored  off  Drake's  Island,  and  both  I 
gentlemen  landed  at  Plymouth.  They  intend  cruising  ! 
on  the  south-west  coast  of  England,  and  at  Messrs. 
Hoarder  and  Sons,  Union-street,  Plymouth,  were 
fitted  out  with  nets  and  fishing  gear. 


Where  Lightning  Strikes. 
It  is  a  popular  idea,  and  a  fallacious  one,  says  a 
writer  in  the  Penny  Magazine,  that  only  very  high 
buildings,  or  structures  standing  on  eminences,  are 
liable  to  be  struck  by  lightning.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  low-lying  buildings  and  low  ones  are  just  as 
likely  to  be  struck,  and,  under  certain  local  con- 
ditions peculiar  to  a  neighbourhood,  even  more  so. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  truth  that  no  building,  however 
low  or  lowly  placed,  is  safe,  and  for  this  reason  every 
dwelling-house  should  be  fitted  with  a  conductor. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Povey,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Lychnobite 
A.S.,  says  that  the  annual  summer  dinner  will  take 
place  at  Leigh-on-Sea  on  Saturday.  Sept.  22. 
Several  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for,  including  three 
for  ladies.  Early  application  for  tickets  should  be 
made  to  the  hon.  sec. 


The  Leyton  Waltonians  have  been  taking  some 
fine  roach  and  grayling.  Fishing  at  Ware  (on  the 
Lea),  Mr.  B.  Armstrong  had  some  nice  roach  up  to 
lib.  5Joz.  One  from  Salisbury  weighed  lib.  lloz. 
The  newly-appointed  secretary  is — W.  Stirling. 


The  crow  is,  and  has  been  ever  since  Adam  and 
Eve  made  that  blimder  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  the 
most  maligned  bird  of  ornithology.    In  my  boyhood 


home  in  Kentucky  (says  the  Sportsmen's  Review) 
the  coloured  man,  to  lighten  his  labours  in  the  corn- 
field, could  be  heard  singing  this  negro  doggerel — 
"  Well,  says  tlie  blackbird  to  the  crow. 
What  makes  white  folks  hate  us  so  ? 
Because  they  say  we've  been  picking  up  corn 
Ever  since  Adam  and  Eve  was  born." 
It  is  a  base  fabrication,  and  it  should  not  go  un- 
challenged, in  the  interest  of  the  corn-growing 
coimties  of  Kansas  and  Missouri.    Tlie  crow  is  a 
carnivorous  bird,  and  is  the  wisest  of  the  feathered 
tribe.    Its  food  consists  of  insects,  cutworms,  and 
mice  in  the  spring  of  tlie  year,  and  as  a  rarebit  will 
rob  birds'  nests  and  eat  the  eggs  and  yovmg  birds, 
if  perchance  they  should  be  in  his  path,  but  that  is 
seldom.    In  June  and  July  this  bird  may  be  seen  in 
the  dead  trees  nearby  watching  for  mice  and  insects, 
and  is  not  in  the  cornfield  foraging  for  corn,  as  is 
claimed  by  the  farmer  who  desires  its  extinction. 

"  BiicHE-DE-MER  "  is  not  wholly  unknown  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  pronounced  "  baish-de-mayer." 
In  Portuguese — hicho-do-mar — a  sea  worm.  It  is 
made  of  the  smoked  and  dried  bodies  of  a  species  of 
sea  snail,  and  for  ages  has  been  a  prized  article  of 
food  in  China  among  the  mandarins,  who  would  pay 
any  price  for  such  a  culinary  delicacy.  Large  quan- 
tities are  exported  from  Fiji  to  China,  where  bcche- 
de-mer  is  almost  as  popular  to-day  as  ginseng. — New 
York  P)-ess. 


The  Fish  Fry. 
You  may  talk  about  the  rivers  that  are  rippled  by 
the  fish. 

But  I  always  like  'em  better  when  they're  served 

up  in  the  dish  ; 
And  sayin'  that  reminds  me  of  a  dinner,  crisp  and 

brown, 

That  day  we  went  a-fishin'  and  brought  the  fish  to 
town. 

The  fish  a  feller's  buyin'  at  the  stores  ain't  half  as 
fine 

As  them  he  fishes  for  himself  and  hauls  up  on  his 
line. 

To  feel  'em  all  a-bitin'— see  the  cork  a-goin'  down  ! 
An'  that's  the  kind  o'  fish  we  had — the  kind  we 

brought  to  town. 
An'  them  fellers  round  the  table  ! — wasn't  any  time 

to  talk — 

No  after-dinner  speeches — but  the  fish,  we  made 
'em  walk  ! 

Each  feller  at  that  dinner  was  promptly  in  his 
place, 

And  the  fish  were  served  amazin',  and  there  wasn't 
any  grace, 

The  major  took  the  trout  in  ;  the  colonel  scooped 
the  perch  ; 

The  parson  said  he'd  never  leave  a  catfish  in  the 
lurch  ! 

And  the  way  we  made  'em  all  fly  made  the  coloured 

waiters  wince, 
And  there's  never  been  a  dinner  like  that  fine  fish 

dinner  since.  — Exchange. 

Sea  Angling  at  Southend. 
"  With  an  entry  of  over  300  the  annual  sea  angling 
festival  held  under  the  auspices  of  ;tho  Borough  of 
Southend  opened  on  Aug.  18.  The  prizes,  including 
a  challenge  shield  worth  £40,  are  valued  at  £100, 
and  anglers  are  competing  from  London,  Hastings, 
and  many  other  parts.  Owing  to  the  clear  state  of  i 
the  sea  sport  was  quiet  on  Saturday,  the  best  boat 
take  weighing  under  41b.  It  was  secured  by  Mr. 
G.  Dawes,  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  A 
number  of  ladies  are  fishing  in  the  competition." 
[This  is  from  Monday's  Tribune,  but  no  official 
account  of  the  festival  has  reached  us  up  to  time  of 
going  to  press.] 


The  Hastings  Fesfival. 
As  will  be  seen  on  p.  vi.  entries  close  on  Sept.  5. 
Applications  are  coming  in  thick  and  fast,  and  no 
time  should  be  lost  by  intending  competitors  to 
obtain  all  particulars  of  this  popular  sea-angling 
festival.  Two  piers  and  as  many  boats  as  may  be 
needed!  Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Bartram,  10,  York- 
buildings,  Hastings,  are  the  secretaries. 

A  VERY  unpleasant  phenomenon  occurred  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  Sandwich.  Something  not 
unlike  a  black  cloud  a  mile  in  width  suddenly  ad- 
vanced from  out  of  the  fog  which  overhung  the 
Chaimel,  and  came  over  the  sea  and  across  the  sand- 
hills. It  proved  to  be  composed  of  millions  of 
winged  insects,  resembling  gnats.  They  stung  people 
right  and  left,  and  soon  lay  over  the  streets  and  the 
River  Stour  in  a  thick,  black  layer.  [Moral  : — When 
you  visit  Sandwich,  "  sandwich  "  in  your  bag,  in 
addition  to  the  flask  and  sandwiches,  a  good  big 
bottle  of  "  Muscatol."  I  do  not  know  how  it  would 
answer  in  a  plague  of  locusts,  but  I  do  know  that 
it  is  splendid  stiiff  to  keep  the  flies  away.  There  is 
something  about  it  on  p.  vii. 


Messrs.  Carter's  Annual  Outinq. 

The  annual  dinner  and  sports  in  connection  with 
the  above  well-known  firm  of  fishing  tackle  manu- 
facturers was  held  on  the  grounds  of  Ye  Oldo  Rye 
House  last  week-end.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Frank  H.  Clay.  The  speeches  were  commendably 
brief,  but  the  response  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Firm" 
(ably  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  Mansell,  vice  chairman) 
by  the  chairman  was  loudly  applauded,  showing 
how  admirably  all  concerned  work  together  in  the 
interests  of  the  establishment. 

»  »  ♦  « 

The  dinner  (to  which  close  on  forty  sat  down)  was 
excellently  served,  and  host  and  stewards  were 
cordially  thanked.  Ladies  honoured  the  proceed- 
ings by  their  presence,  and  amongst  the  visitors 
were  Messrs.  Frank  Thomas"  and  V\  hite  (the  cele- 
brated natator).  The  fishing  match  was  the  first 
item  on  a  lengthy  programme,  all  the  prizes  being 
taken.  Then  followed  walking  and  running  matches, 
which,  under  Mr.  F.  Mansell,  were  most  successfully 
carried  out. 

*  •  •  «  • 

The  cricket  match  between  the  two  houses, 
"  Headquarters  v.  West-end  Branch,"  resulted  in  a 
win  for  "Headquarters."  A  high  tea  followed, 
when  excursions  were  made  by  brakes  to  various 
places  of  interest  in  the  vicinity.  The  G.E.R.  had 
kindly  placed  reserved  carriages  at  the  disposal  of 
the  firm,  and  London  was  reached  at  8.30,  after  a 
most  enjoyable  day.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Messrs. 
Horton,  Goodwin,  Hoyle,  Marsom,  and  others  were 
cordially  thanked  for  the  admirable  arrangements 
made  for  the  comfort  of  all  concerned. 


I  TOOK  part  m  the  fishing  competition  on  the 
Lea  in  comiection  with  "  Carter's  "  annual  sports, 
and,  of  course,  took  a  "  Zerfass  "  bag  with  me,  in 
the  hope  of  needing  it.  The  beauty  of  the  bag 
is  that  you  can  stow  it  away  in  a  very  small  compass, 
and  you  do  not  get  "  chaffed,"  or  asked  what  the 
pillow-case  is  for  ?  But  there  are  times  when  the 
"  Zerfass  "  bag  comes  in  handy.  This  was  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  the  Gresham,  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G.,  when  Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass 
exhibited  some  fine  fish.  There  were  four  chub 
(or  chavender — guess  "  Zerfy  "  was  in  lavender), 
total  weight  221b.  lljoz.,  as  follows: — 71b.  2oz., 
61b.  lOoz.,  41b.  13oz.,  and  41b.  2^02.  Then  he  had 
some  good  roach,  seven  of  which  weighed  121b.  8Joz. 
—21b.  loz.,  21b.,  lib.  15ioz.,  1  lb.  14§oz.,  1  lb.  ll|oz. 
1  lb.  7ioz.,  and  1  lb.  7oz.  Not  bad  biz.  !  It  was 
a  bit  warm  on  Tuesday,  but  "  Zerfy  "  kept  cool. 


I  hear  that  the  "  Ballycotton  Contingent  "  leave 
London  to-day  (Saturday)  for  Ballycotton,  Ireland, 
when  it  is  anticipated  that  last  year's  record  of 
941b.  halibut  and  1961b.  skate  will  be  beaten.  Messrs, 
Carter  and  Co.  and  Bernard  and  Son  have  both  built 
special  split-cane  rods  for  this  trip,  and  no  doubt 
they  will  be  subjected  to  a  severe  test.  It  was  my 
privilege  to  be  present  recently  at  Carter's  new 
West-end  premises  to  view  the  display  of  rods,  reels, 
lines,  and  hooks  which  this  redoubtable  contingent 
have  decided  upon  using.  Mr.  Frank  Clay  (of 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.)  will  watch  the  "trials" 
of  the  rods,  and,  perhaps,  some  of  the  "  bhoys  " 
will  sample  the  resilience  or  otherwise  of  the  pot 
stiU  of  the  district.  Amongst  those  members 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  murder,  slaughter,  sport,  and 
fishing  bent  are  Messrs.  Bullock,  sen.,  Bullock,  jun., 
Hasten,  Baldry,  Boyton,  Clay,  Crisfield,  Emms, 
Garnham,  Holcombe,  Howes,  Hearn,  Mallett, 
Mignot,  Maull,  Nicol,  Sintzenich,  Mr  and  Mrs. 
Wheeler,  and  Young 


A  peabl  fovmd  on  the  Wisconsin  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River  a  few  weeks  ago,  and  sold  by  the 
finder  for  75  cents,  is  now  in  a  John-street  (New 
York)  establishment;  and  is  valued  at  $15,000.  It 
weighs  68  grains.  Tinted  varieties  up  to  100  grains 
have  reached  the  New  York  market.  Indiana  and 
Wisconsin  furnish  the  majority  of  the  fresh-water 
pearls.  Vincennes,  Ind.,  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wis., 
are  the  headquarters  or  the  gerns.  The  high-water 
this  spring  lias  prevented  fishing  on  a  large  scale. 


"  The  Mick  "  was  visiting  some  friends  in 
Tipperary  and  lest  his  watch  (same  thing  happens 
in  London  occasionally).  He  mentioned  his  loss 
to  a  policeman,  who  refused  a  bribe  (?),  and  was  told 
that  "  no  stone  would  be  left  unturned  in  the  search 
for  the  watch."  The  next  day  he  saw  the  streets 
being  ripped  open  (same  thing  happens  in  London 
occasionally).  He  noticed  the  policeman,  who  ap- 
peared to  be  superintending  the  work,  and  said, 
"  Och,  sure,  I  didn't  mane  to  give  ye  such  a  power 
o'  throuble,  tearin'  up  the  place  like  that ;  the  ould 
watch  isn't  worth  it."  Dragnet. 
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For  SDPERIQR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  "MULTIPLE  "  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  ROD, 

With  cork  grip,  2  tops,  double  brazed,  3  joints,  made  from  finest  selected  canes,  bronzed 
ff°"^'',"y''-  .^°"'Pif*5-'  ^        25/-;  10  ft.,  26/- J  11  ft.,  27/-;  12  ft.,  27/6;  13  ft 
3Q/-,  14  It.,  32/-.   These  Eods  are  made  suitable  for  F]y,  Minnow,  or  Wonu. 


OUR  SPECIAL  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  "THE  TYNESIDE,' 

suijenoi  fittings;  2  tops,  9  ft.,  11/6;  10  ft,  12/-;  11  ft.,  12/6;  12  ft.,  13/6. 

are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Rang-e,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
kllleis. 


OUR 
FLIES 


V\/Af^PI9Q  Trousers,  22/6  to  30/- 
*"'**^^'»'^f  pair  Guaranteed. 


Stockingrs,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


RROdJ^j^  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
■^l^WXaWd^l        fortable  Biogue  made,  25/-. 

See  oup  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON 


Northern 

,  Ang:lers'  Resort, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


In  HANDSOME  CLOTH,  Gilt  Top,   Price  3/6  net;  or  in 
LIMP  LEATHER,  Qilt,  5/-  net. 


FISHING     for    PLEASURE  and 

PATCHING  IT,  by  THE  AMATEUR  ANGLER, 
has  been  most  favoupabSy  revieweil  in  the 
following,  being  the  best  and  leading  literary 
and  general  newspapers  in  Great  Britain  and 
America  :— 

THE  T/MES-SPECTA  TOR- A  THENJIEUM~GUA  ROIA  N-PUNCH 
-MORNING  POST -THE  TRIBUNE-PALL  MALL  GAZETTE-THE 
FIELD -WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE- DAILY  NEWS-DAILY  TELE- 
GRAPH-DAILY  MAIL-DAILY  GRAPHIC-TRUTH-THE  WORLD- 


THE  GRAPHIC -LITERARY  WORLD  -  EVENING  STANDARD- 
CHRISTIAN  GLOBE-BAZAAR-ACADEMY-SHEFFIELD  DAILY 
TELEGRAPH-BAPTIST-ILLUSTRA  TED  SPORTING  AND  DRAMA  TIC 
-  BOOKSELLER  PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR  -  EVENING  NEWS  - 
NEWCASTLE  JOURNAL-AMERICAN  ANGLER-DAILY  CHRONICLE 
-MANCHESTER  COURIER-FINANCIAL  NEWS  -  NOTTINGHAM 
DAILY  EXPRESS -FISHING  GAZETTE-SCOTSMAN-MORNING 
LFADER-FOREST  AND  STREAM  (New  York)-OBSERVER-COUNTY 
GENTLEMAN-COUNTR  Y  LIFE-NEWS  A  GENT-CHRIS  TIAN  GLOBE 
-IRISH  TIMES -LEEDS  MERCURY- ABERDEEN  FREE~~PRESS^ 
And  Many  Others. 


LONDON  :  T.  WERNER  LAURIE.  Clifford's  Inn,  E.C. 


Or  to  their 
Retail  Branches 


Orders  may  also  be  sent  to  Messrs.  HARDY  BROTHERS, 
London  and  North  British  Worlcs,  ALNWICK. 


GRAYLING  SEASON,  1906. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

are  known  and  used  everywhere,  and  the  reason  is 
that  no  better  can  be  had. 


MR.  FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  (General  Manager  for 
Walbran  Limited)  has  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  grayling  fisher  and 
has  during  the  past  45  years  fished  almost  every  grayling  stream  of  note  in 
England.  His  personal  attention  is  given  to  every  order,  small  or  large,  and  his 
advice  will  be  freely  given  to  any  customer  requiring  it.  ' 

Special  patterns  faithfully  copied;  Jackson's,  Whitaker's,  Theakstone's 
Pritt's,  Rolfs,  Halford's,  and  all  other  authorities'  flies  sugplied  cither  on  gut' 
hair,  or  eyed  hooks.  ' 


ANGLERS  READ 

"  GRAYLING,  AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM." 

2/6  post  free. 

"THE  BOOK  OF  THE  GRAYLING.' 
de  Luxe,  7/6.    Postage,  M.  extra. 

"  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED."  An  up-to-date  angling  guide  to  both 
salt  and  fresh  water  fishing.  By  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Feancis  M.  Walbean 
Price  4j(i.  post  free. 


By  F.  M.  Walbean.  Price 
By  T.  E.  Peitt.    Price  6/6  ;  Edition 


SEND  TO-DAY  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 

OJff^LT  ADDRESS: 

WALBRAN  LIIMITED. 


Central  City  Office  and  Sbowrooms :  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

(By  the  side  of  the  Wu.3t  Riding  Ilotel.) 
 ^  Telegrams:  "Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK.' 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 

FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

Acme  Works,  UE WARK-OJJ-TREjg^rr. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World. 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check 
alummium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout.  ' 
3  in.  3J  in.  4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufaeturep  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
".gencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  FOST  FREE. 


LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

Corridor  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars.   Quickest  Train  Service,  London. 
Birmmgham,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAL  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,  AUGUST,   and  SEPTEMBER  19()6. 


London  (Euaton)   dep. 

Edinburgh  (Princes-st.)  arr. 

Glasgow  (Cen.)   ,, 

Greenock    ,, 

Gourock   , 

Oban  

Perth    ,, 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

Dundee   , 

Aberdeen   

Ballater    „ 

Inverness  (via  Aberdeen)  ,, 


AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

PM  PM 

PM 

PM 

5.15 

9.55 

10.  010.  5 

11.30 

2.  0  7.45 

S.  0 

8.50 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

i  AM 

AM 

AM 

3.  0 

6.10 

7.55  10.30'  — 

6.40 

5.  0 

sis 

6.15 

7.55|10.20i  — 

4.20 

7.  3 

9.1811.  8  — 

4.34 

7.15 

9.33  11.22  — 

a8.54 
5.30 

so 

o  o  ^ 

8.  0 

4.45;  — 
12.25;a4  40 

8.50 
5.20 

C1155 
8.35 

c5.10  a9.  8 

b7.15 

s«| 

8.45 

1.  5  - 

6.55 

9.  5 

10.20 

3.  51  — 

7.15 

C8.55  — 

9.45 

c7.35  — 

12.  5 

PM  PM 

PM 

9.  011.35 

11.50 

AM  1  AM 

AM 

—  7.35 

6.15  — 

7.50 

d7.59l  — 

9.49 

C8.17I  — 

9.10 

—  C2.22 

—  ids. 50 

—  !  1.50 

—  d9.45 

—  dll25 

—  1  2.  0 

—     6.  0 

A— This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 
B— Saturdays  excepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,  b— Arrives  Dundee  jWest)  6.50  p.m.  Wednesdays  and 
tta^rrn^'STbSn  I'lTsra-T'"'  ^'"^  ^'^'"''"'^  ^'^'^  < 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  aud  N.W.  Railway. 
Au"ust  1906  MILLAR,  General  -Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 
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Pfovifleial  flfigliug  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  2>ost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Association  have  nearly  com- 
pleted their  arrangements  for  their  forthcoming 
annual  contest.  In  a  few  days  the  railway  and  con- 
test tickets  will  be  on  sale.  The  , reports  presented 
by  the  deputation  who  have  visited  Oundle  are  very 
flattering,  and  it  is  fully  expected  that  the  takes  of 
fish  will  beat  all  past  records.  A  large  number  of 
our  members  have  visted  the  Nene,  and  one  and  all 
speak  highly  of  the  sport  that  they  have  had.  The 
river  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  as  it  is  similar 
to  the  Avon  fishing  it  will  be  found  very  much  to 
our  members'  style  of  angling.  Splendid  ifishing 
weather  still  continues,  and  some  splendid  sport  all 
round  has  been  had.  Pool  fishing  has  been  exceed- 
ingly good.  Tench  fishing  is  just  now  worth 
following,  four  gentlemen  last  week  took  over 
501b.  in  one  morning's  fishing,  the  best  fish  being 
over  2Jlb.  Harborne  Reservoir  contains  some  good 
tench,  and  as  the  water  is  open  to  the  public  it  is  just 
now  worth  a  visit.  Some  good  roach,  in  good  quanti- 
ties, have  been  taken  in  Blackroot  Pool,  Sutton  Park. 
Bream  fishing  on  the  Avon  is  now  at  its  best.  They 
are  being  taken  in  large  numbers  and  of  a  good  size  ; 
in  fact,  fish  of  51b.  each  are  common.  At  Welford 
some  grand  fish  have  been  taken  and  they  are  now 
feeding  freely  all  down  the  river.  Roach  fishing  on 
the  same  river  is  good.  This  river  is  receiving 
the  attention  of  the  midland  anglers  in  preference 
to  the  Severn.  Trent  anglers  have  been  doing 
fairly  well,  and  good  all  round  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  majority  of  the  smaller  rivers. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  are  having -fine  times  in  the  Fen  district ; 
almost  from  every  water  the  reports  to  hand  are 
very  gratifying.  Those  who  have  patronised  the 
Welland  in  the  Deeping  district  have  done  remark- 
ably well.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Popple  creeled  24lb.  of 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Watson,  in  three  days,  had 
bags  weighing  respectively  111b.,  81b.,  and  61b.; 
and  another  gentleman  landed  341b.  also  in  three 
days.  Sport  on  the  Witham  and  Glen  has  been 
equally  remunerative ;  some  fine  fish  have  been 
among  the  captures,  notably  a  bream  of  6Jlb.  and 
a  roach  of  1  lb.  4oz.  The  members  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales'  Angling  Society  at  Mosborough  fished  their 
annual  match  on  the  Witham  waters  at  Bardney 
oil  Aug.  18 ;  the  best  individual  weight  was  31b.  6oz. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  distinctly  unfavourable  to 
angling  since  I  wrote  last  from  this  district.  On 
most  days  it  has  been  oppressively  close  and  stuffy, 
and  there  has  generally  been  a  good  lot  of  thunder 
knocking  about.  Again  the  heavy  rains  we  have  had 
of  late  have  kept  the  streams  at  a  big  height, 
and  the  salmon  and  white  trout  have  been  too  busy 
"running"  to  pay  much  attention  to  anything  the 
angler  had  to  bring  under  their  notice.  What  all 
salmon  1:  jence  holders  are  hoping  for  is  some  nice 
settled  weather,  so  that  the  night  fishing  for  sea- 
trout  during  the  present  moon  may  be  good.  As 
things  are  now,  the  Kent — and  the  smaller 
streams  in  proportion  —  is  a  good  foot  too 
high  for  this  style  of  angling,  and  fine  weather 
alone,  which  will  naturally  bring  about  a  fall  in 
the  streams,  will  save  the  situation.  As  it 
is  but  little  has  been  done  of  late.  Mr.  R.  Craig 
killed  a  little  salmon  of  91b.  in  the  Levens  Park  waters 
(Kent)  on  Aug.  17,  and  had  also  a  nice  lot  of  white 
trout  the  same  day.  Earlier  in  the  week  Mr.  R.  Gar- 
nett,  in  the  same  stream,  had  a  grilse  of  41b.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  J.  Dawson  took  ten  white  trout  on 
the  Waste,  while  Mr.  R.  Curwen  had  five. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  Worsley  will  be  the  scene  of  the  open 
match  promoted  by  the  Bridgewater  Angling  Society, 
Pendlebury.  Next  Saturday  the  same  village  will 
be  busy  with  the  big  event  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery,  and  on  Sept.  8  there  is  an  open 
match  at  Leigh.  The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society, 
Clifton,  paid  a  visit  to  Waverton  for  their  annual 
match,  but  had  poor  sport,  and  the  weights  small 
for  such  good  men.  The  Bollin  is  fishing  well. 
Fair  sport  is  reported  from  the  Lune  and  Wyre. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Somewhat  better  weather  favoured  last  week-end, 
and  in  consequence  a  little  more  sport  is  re- 
ported. Mr.  Sonderman  and  two  friends  from 
Ardwick  visited  a  Cheshire  mere  and  did  well 
with  coarse  fish  generally.  The  Convivials  visited 
Christleton  for  their  second  match,  Mr.  T.  Smith 
taking  first  prize.     The  Moss  Side  Socials  will 


conclude  their  Championship  Competition  at  Vale 
Royal.  The  Clowes  Angling  club  fished  their  match 
at  North  wich,  Mr.  G.  Read  heading  the  prize  winners. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  remains  wonderfully  low  and  clear,  so 
clear,  in  fact,  that  few!fishermen  have  any  chance  un- 
less they  employ  the  finest  of  line  and  tackle.  Barbel 
have  been  caught  at  Averham  Weirs,  Colwick, 
Fiskerton,  Wilford,  Clifton,  and  Hazleford. 
Roach  have  again  been  showing  sport  to  creed  wheat 
on  the  Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  section, 
those  excelling  as  votaries  being  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis,  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  E.  Charlton,  W.  Morris,  and 
S.  Ludlow.  Best  takes  were  achieved  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  morning.  Fly-fishers  have  excelled 
with  the  old-fashioned  Coch-y-Bondhu  and  the 
Zulu.  Maggot  votaries  have  done  well  amongst 
dace  and  roach  in  the  deep  swims  below  the  Not- 
tingham Trent  Bridge,  or,  to  be  precise,  off  the 
bank  (in  punts)  of  Sneinton  Meadow. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Teme  has  yielded  fair  sport,  and  some  nice 
grayling  and  dace  have  been  caught.  Very  few 
trout  have  bf  en  taken.  Chub  have  been  taking  the 
fly  freely.  The  Evesham  Juvenile  Angling  Club 
had :  a  contest  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  Aug.  22,  a 
large  number  of  members  competing,  it  was  a 
three-hours'  competition ;  Mr.  W.  Sandles  first 
(lib.  efoz.),  H.  Griffiths  and  J.  Stanley  tied  for 
second  place.  An  angling  competition  between  the 
members  of  the  Conservative  Club  took  place  on 
Aug.  18  in  the  Teme  at  Leigh  Court.  Mr.  H.  Black- 
well  was  first  with  61b.  of  fish  (dace  and  grayling), 
W.  Hentage,  second,  4Jlb.  A  very  pleasant  after- 
noon was  spent. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  and  District  Amalgamation  fished  their 
second  sweepstakes  of  the  season  in  their  waters  at 
Water  Fulford,  near  the  city,  on  Saturday.  Fifteen 
clubs  were  represented  by  thirty-five  competitors. 
The  biggest  catch  was  made  by  J.  Cade,  Bishophill 
Adult  School,  the  fish  weighing  31b  12Joz. ;  A.  Edis, 
Clifton  Angling  Association,  was  second,  31b.  7oz. 
The  total  weight  of  fish  caught  was  over  441b., 
consisting  mostly  of  roach  and  gudgeon.  More 
than  usual  interest  was  taken  in  Saturday's  match 
at  Elvington  of  the  Cocoa  Works  A.S.,  as  it  decided 
the  competition  for  the  challenge  cup  and  the 
championship  of  the  works.  Twenty-eight  mem- 
bers took  part,  the  winner  being  A.  J.  Audair, 
who  on  the  day's  fishing  stood  third  with  1  lb.  3oz., 
F.  Metcalfe,  21b.  12oz.,  being  first,  and  John  Smith, 
lib.  4^oz.,  second.  The  aggregate  winning  weight 
was  61b.  lloz.,  and  the  second  aggregate,  which 
was  made  by  F.  Metcalfe,  runner-up  sUvor  medal, 
was  31b.  V^oz.  The  York  Phoenix  had  a  good  day 
at  Scoreby,  when  71b.  8oz.  of  fish  fell  to  C.  Arm- 
strong; D.  Constable  being  second,  41b.  llfoz. 
In  the  St.  Lawrence  club  competition  at  Kexby, 
J.  Wilcock,  41b.  3oz.,  won  the  special  for  largest 
fish  and  also  secured  the  cup  for  the  second  time ; 
J.  Kendal,  41b.,  had  the  largest  roach.  Amongst 
other  club  matches  held  recently  was  that  of  York 
Guildhall  Ward,  which  came  off  at  Linton-on-Ouse, 
a  splendid  catch  resulting,  W.  Henderson,  who 
headed  the  winners,  had  fish  weighing  altogether 
131b.  9|oz.    Fine  samples  of  roach  were  shown. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  against  angling, 
especially  lake  angling,  and  sport  has  fallen  off  all 
round.  Fair  or  average  sport,  however,  has  often 
been  had  on  the  principal  rivers  at  salmon.  Sea- 
trout  fishing,  which  fell  away  very  much  recently, 
is  once  more  showing  up  a  good  deal,  especially  at 
Waterville  and  Ballinahinoh.  Sea  angling  is  now 
giving  good  sport  with  the  various  fish,  but  no 
whiting  appear  to  have  been  had.  At  the  last 
Cahirciveen  Petty  Sessions,  Eugene  Sullivan  was 
charged  by  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  Waterville 
district,  for  that  the  defendant  not  being  the  owner 
of  a  several  fishery  therein,  did  in  the  inland  or 
fresh-water  portion  of  the  River  Fortha  make  use 
of  a  net  for  the  taking  of  salmon  or  trout  on 
July  14,  1906,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act.  The  defendant  was  fined  £6,  or  in  default 
two  months'  imprisonment. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 

The  much  needed  rain  helped  to  raise  the  rivers 
a  bit,  and  improve  sport  in  those  areas  not  cursed 
by  the  flax  crop.  In  other  less  blessed  quarters  a 
lot  of  damage  has  been  done  by  the  cursed  fluid 
getting  into  the  trout  streams.  To-day  (Saturday) 
the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will  hold  the  revived 
coarse  fishing  competition  on  the  Bann,  near  Lough 
Begg.  A  good  muster  is  anticipated  as  the  reach 
selected  for  the  competition  is  one  of  the  OlOBt 
perch  and  pike  yielding  in  the  lower  Bann,j 


Wolc5  from  t^e  iHorfl^. 


To-day  (Aug.  25)  the  salmon  netting  season  on 
the  bulk  of  the  fishery  districts  north  of  the  Border 
close  down  for  the  annual  period  fixed  by  statute 
in  their  respective  localities.  A  few  districts  are 
some  weeks  later,  such  as  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  in 
Aberdeen,  the  Tweed  in  Berwick,  and  some  Solway 
streams,  while  the  Tay  district  is  a  week  earlier ; 
but  for  all  practical  purposes  the  Scotch  Netting 
Season  is  at  an  end,  and  a  fresh  impetus  comes  with 
it  to  the  autumn  salmon  angler. 

The  almost  sudden  death  of  Sir  Allan  Mackenzie, 
Bart.,  of  Glenmuick,  will  be  received  throughout 
the  social  and  sporting  world  with  the  deepest 
feelings  of  regret,  especially  on  Deeside,  where  he 
was  luiiversally  known  and  respected  as  the  friend 
of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 


He  owned  the  estates  of  Glenmuick,  Aberdeen- 
shire, and  Kintail,  in  Ross,  and  often  entertained 
the  King  and  his  party  to  grouse  shooting  during  the 
Balmoral  season.  He  caught  a  chill  on  the  moors 
on  Monday,  pneumonia  developed  later  on,  and 
proved  fatal  on  Sunday  night,  in  spite  of  every 
attention  on  the  part  of  Lady  Mackenzie  and  the 
highest  sldll  within  reach.  He  was  only  fifty-six 
years  of  age 


The  Prinze  of  Wales  is  grouse  shooting  at  Tulchan 
Lodge,  Speyside,  where  he  is  having  the  best  of 
sport,  both  on  the  Tulchan  and  Castle  Grant  Moors. 
The  Spey  is  in  capital  fettle,  fish  plentiful,  and  the 
Prince  will  have  a  turn  at  the  river  before  leaving. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  reports  from  Dufftown  that 
aa  soon  as  they  get  a  spate  the  Fiddoch  will  be  in 
ply  for  sea-trout,  and  that  meantime  good  baskets 
of  brown  trout  are  being  made  to  the  fly.  With 
Craigellachie  only  four  miles  off  and  Aberlour  only 
some  eight,  Dufftown  should  prove  an  attractive 
spot  to  the  tourist  angler. 

Captain  Donald  Mackay  had  fifteen  finnock  and 
one  sea-trout  for  a  start  last  week  on  the  Poweries 
Dee  tidal,  while  Mr.  Robb,  of  Playfair  and  Co., 
Aberdeen,  had  seventeen  fine  finnock. 


All  autunm  finnock  that  I  have  personally 
examined  have  either  milt  or  roe  in  them.  They 
are  at  the  "  grilse  "  stage  of  the  sea-trout,  and  their 
object  in  seelung  the  fresh  water  is  to  spawn. 

The  best  sea-trout  and  finnock  flies  for  tidal 
waters,  such  as  the  Spey,  Lossie,  Ythan,  or  Dee, 
are  the  Dunkeld,  Cinnamon  and  Silver,  Jungle  Cock, 
Professor  and  Red  and  Teal  on  Nos.  9  and  10 
Limerick  hooks. 


Tlie  sand-eel  is  at  all  times  a  favourite  bait, 
and  when  a  supply  of  the  larger  sizes  can  be  had 
nothing  better  need  be  sought.  Any  of  the  army 
of  spinners  d  la  Archer  does  with  the  sand-eel  tail, 
which  should  be  large  enough  to  be  cut  in  two. 


After  some  excessive  and  drenching  rains,  the 
north  of  Scotland  is  now  being  touched  with  the 
wave  heat,  and  the  change  is  all  the  more  appre- 
ciated after  a  fortnight  of  blustering  cold  weather.  _ 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon, 
along  with  Lady  Helen  Gordon  Lermox,  are  now 
at  Gordon  Castle  after  a  week  with  the  King  of 
Spain  at  Lord  Leith  of  Fyvie's  place. 

Lord  KnoUys  is  at  Craig  Gowan  House,  within 
the  policies  of  Balmoral,  enjoying  a  quiet  cast  on 
the  King's  water,  along  with  other  distinguished 
guests  who  have  foimd  quarters  nearer  Ballater. 
And  they  are  getting  good  sport. 

Sir  Dighton  Probyn  will  this  season  occupy  Birk- 
hall,  and  is  expected  there  in  the  course  of  this 
week,  when  he  will  enjoy  some  three  or  four  weeks' 
salmon  angling  on  the  pools,  which  are  well  stocked 
with  fish.  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

23,456.  Road  vehicles  ;  fish  tanks.  Patentee  : 
G.  Reinhardt,  33,  Circusstrasse,  Dresden,  A., 
Germany.  To  supply  fish  with  the  oxygen  required 
for  breathing  during  transport,  the  vehicle  carries 
an  air-pump,  which  is  actuated  from  the  wheel  axle, 
and  forces  air  into  the  tank  through  a  jMpe,  prefer- 
ably terminating  in  a  distributer.  Tlie  pump  may 
be  driven  by  the  rod  and  toothed  gearing. 
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Jlssocialions,  etc. 

Anglo-French  Piscatoriai.s. 
Some  nice  fish  l^ve  been  taken  in  tidal  water  by 
Messrs  Claverie,  roach,  121b  9oz  ;  Fischer,  bream, 
291b  4oz.  (heaviest  fish,  41b.  9oz. ) ;  C.  Franco, 
roach  and  dace,  211b.  6oz.  Entries  close  on  Septem- 
ber 10  for  the  Twickenham  punt  competition. 
Members  will  dra%v  for  "sides,"  the  losers  to  pay 
for  the  dinner.  A  special  gold  medal .  will  be 
awarded  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish  taken  during 
the  match. — R.  Jacobs,  hon.  sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Arraitage  took  the  chair  on  Aug.  15.  Two 
new  members  were  balloted  for  and  elected  and  the 
usual  routine  business  was  transacted.  Fishing 
results  recently  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Mr. 
Beatley  has  had  barbel  (best  41b.  2oz.)  and  chub 
(best  3lb.) — total  r21b.  3oz. — from  Cookham,  and 
Mir.  Metz  took  121b.  3oz.  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Lea.    Several   members  have  enjoyed  very  fair 
sport  in  the  society's  Harefield  fishery,  chiefly 
amongst  the  roach.    Mr.  Leroux  has  taken  roach 
up  to  lib.  4oz.,  Mr.  Rodbur  dace  up  to  9oz.,  Dr. 
Dalston  roach  (best  lib.  7oz.),  Mr.  Cracknell  has 
had  some  nice  shows  of  roach  (best  1  lb.  5|oz.  and 
1  lb.  7oz. ),  and  Messrs.  Loudonsack,  Wilkins,  and 
Yarham  have  also  taken  fair-sized  dace  and  roach. 
On  Aug.  19  Mr.  Jukes  had  a  dozen  roach  up  to 
1  lb.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  Swain  roach  up  to  1  lb.  3oz. ;  and 
Messrs.  Moffatt  and  Swain  have  also  taken  some 
nice-sized  roach  in  the  Rickmansworth  section. 
Messrs.    K.    Blagrave   and    Cracknell    beat  their 
respective  opponents  in  the  first  round  for  the  club 
cup.    Last  week  Mr.  Blagrave  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Trout   Inn   waters   at   Lechlade-on-Tliames,  but 
found  the  river  extremely  clear  and  practically 
stagnant.       However,  he  managed  to  take  nine 
perch  weighing  9 Jib.  (best  1  lb.  sfoz. )  ;  but  a  great 
deal  of  rain  is  needed  before  there  will  be  any  life 
or   colour  in   the    water.    The   next  committee 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Sept.  6  at  8.30  p.m. — E.  B. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  on  Aug.  21 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  A.  S.  Graham.    The  result 
of  the  roach  and  dace  competition  was  curiously 
disappointing,  as,  although  fish  were  exhibited— 
several  members  having  catches — neither  of  the 
medals  offered  were  taken.    Amongst  fishing  results 
were  the  following  :  Mr.  Isaacs,  a  nice  barbel,  roach 
and  dace  ;   Mr.  H.  G.  Lee,  a  number  of  bream  ; 
Mr  J.  Warne  also  having  a  lot  of  bream  (fifty) — 
scarcely  a  fish  below  21b.,  best  31b.  13oz.,  and  one 
roach  of  1  lb.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  A.  Bearaont,  perch  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Cayless,  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  C.  Beamont,  jun. , 
dace  and  perch.    Mr.  H.  Canton,  at  Scarbro'  had 
been  very  successful  on  two  occasions,  taking  several 
dozen  whiting  and  dabs  and  one  gurnard.  Messrs. 
T.  Gilbert  and  E.  H.  Higgs,  however,  had  but  in- 
different catches  at  Leigh,  taking  less  than  a  dozen 
fish  between  them.    A  very  welcome  present — two 
nice  volumes — was  made  to  the  library  by  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak"),  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  being  awarded  to  the  kindly  donor. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  of  this  society  fishing 
reports  were  received  as  follows  :   Mr.  Gill,  tench, 
bream,  and  three  fine  carp  ;  Mr.  Salmond,  tench  and 
bream  ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  roach.    One  of  the  finest 
shows  of  fish  that  has  ever  graced  the  trays  of  the 
Gresham  was  weighed  in  by  the  captor,  Mr.  A.  P. 
Zerfass.    It    consisted    of    four    chub,  weighing 
respectively  71b.  2oz.,  61b.  lOoz.,  41b.  13oz.,  41b. 
2-Joz. — total  221b.    lljoz.,  and  seven  roach,  the 
respective  weights  of  which  were  21b.  loz.,  21b., 
lib.  15Joz.,  lib.  14oz.,  lib.  llJoz.,llb.  I^oz.,  lib. 
7oz. — total,  121b.  S-^oz.    So  far  as  chub  are  con- 
cerned, the  above  constitutes  a  record  in  the  annals 
of  the  Gresham  A.S.    Needless  to  state,  Mr.  Zerfass 
was  heartily  congratulated  by  all  members  present 
at  the  meeting.    Weed-clearing  and  other  maiters 
tending  to  facilitate  sport  have  recently  been  carried 
out  at  our  Chesham  fishery.  — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  presided  on  Aug.  22.  Fishing 
reports  were  numerous,  but  the  successful  anglers 
were  in  the  minority.  This  was  mainly  attributed 
to  the  low  condition  of  the  rivers  and  the  bright 
weather,  which,  though  pleasant  for  holiday- 
making,  cannot  be  thought  likely  to  improve  the 
fortune  of  the  angling  fraternity.  Mr.  Westrup  has 
taken  roach  up  to  l|lb.,  Mr.  Scholefield  a  number 
of  smaller  fish  of  the  same  species  ;  Mr.  Roberts  and 
Mr.  Rayner  trout  from  the  club  fishery,  but  none  up  to 
club  standard.  Mr.  Roberts  has  also  taken  some 
fine  dace  on  the  fly,  the  largest  taking  the  scale 
down  at  l^oz. — Hon.  Sec. 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  "  Izaak  Walton  " 
Angling  Association. 
This  society  held  their  twenty-seventh  annual 
(pegged  down)  four  hours'  competition  for  coarse  | 


fish  on  the  River  Eden  at  Carlisle,  on  Monday, 
August  20.  The  weather  was  hardly  what  might 
be  termed  favourable  for  fishing,  tlie  water  being 
big,  strong  wind  and  rain  at  intervals.  The  following 
were  the  principal  winners  : — J.  Cos.sar,  Gatoshoad 
(Emmerson  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal,  given  by 
Messrs.  McConachie  and  Bruce),  131b.  OJoz.,  first  ; 
R.  Armstrong,  Gateshead,  6]b.  2Joz.,  second  ;  S. 
Watts,  Gateshead,  51b.,  third.  After  the  competition 
the  anglers  and  friends  sojourned  to  the  Victoria 
Hotel,  Carlisle,  where  an  excellent  dinner  awaited 
them. — W.  Stephenson,  hon.  sec. 


ANSWEBS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  Reliance  "  Check. — In  answer  to  numerous 
inquiries,  we  learn  that  "  Hold-'em  "  has  gone  to 
America. 


ILettets  to  tbe  iBbitox. 

[We  do  not  hold  ottrselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 


THE  THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  18,  about  the 
Thames  Angling  Society,  I  may  say  that  I  know 
this  part  of  the  Thames  very  well,  and  if,  as  a 
resident  here,  I  could  do  anything  to  assist  the 
fishing  interests,  I  should  be  pleased  to  do  it. 
But  I  am  bound  to  say  that  my  personal  opinion 
is  that  the  fishing  has  been  destroyed  by  the  boat 
traffic ;  the  number  of  petrol  launches,  which  are 
particularly  injurious,  is  increasing  by  leaps  and 
bounds  every  year.  The  number  of  punts  has 
greatly  increased  relatively  to  the  number  of  skiffs, 
and  it  is  the  pimts  which  do  far  the  most  mischief. 

Unless  some  unforeseen  results  arise  from  the 
eSorts  of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association  and  their 
present  interesting  experiments  in  this  part  of  the 
river,  I  think  that  Thames  fishing  will  almost  come 
to  an  end.  In  the  summer  there  is  hardly  any 
chance  of  doing  any  good  after  8  a.m.,  though  in 
the  winter  we  can  still  get  a  few  good  jack  and 
chub,  and  if  any  attempt  was  made  to  observe  the 
proper  size  limits  these  fish  might  be  better.  But 
so  long  as  competitions  continue  and  there  are  no 
water  bailiffs  to  exercise  any  control  it  is  useless 
to  expect  that  unsizeable  fish  will  be  returned. — 
Yours  truly,  N.  Chaplin. 

Bourne  End.  i  , 

THE  SLICED  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  where  hooks  can  be  purchased 
having  barbs  midway  up  the  stem,  and  formed  of 
the  metal  of  the  hook,  to  prevent  the  bait  from 
slipping  down  into  the  bend  of  the  hook  ? — Yours 
truly,  , ;    :  W.  A.  S. 

[This  was  a  little  invention  of  mine  many  years 
ago.  I  think  any  tackle-maker  can  get  them  from 
Redditch.— Ed.] 


FISHING  ROUND  LIVERPOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  correspondent  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  give  me  any  information  as  to 
the  coarse  fishing  round  about  Liverpool,  either 
free  or  on  payment  of  a  small  fee  ? — ^ Yours  truly, 
^  H.  C.  Gurney.  _j 


FISHING  IN  THE  NEW  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me  whether  permission  to  fish  in  the  New 
River  can  be  obtained  either  by  payment  or  other- 
wise ? — Yours  truly,  Chas.  Sears. 


A  FINE   THAMES  BREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thought  you  would  like  to  know 
that  a  bream  was  caught  here  on  Aug.  15  by  Mr. 
Amos — a  member  of  the  Wargave  Angling  Society — 
weighing  61b.  2oz.  ;  length,  24Jin.  ;  breadth,  8|in. 

This  is  the  first  bream  known  to  be  taken  in  this 
reach.  The  bait  was  lobworm,  float-ledgering. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  Andrews. 

The  Greyhound  Hotel, 
Wargrave,  Berks. 

[A  Thames  bream  of  over  61b.  is  not  often  caught. 
If  I  could  spare  the  time  I  would  go  over  to  Mercer's 
Hotel,  Kilrea,  on  the  Bainn,  and  make  some  record 
takes  of  great  bream,  and  probably  get  some  salmon 
and  grilse  and  trout  as  well. — Ed.] 

TO   DISTINGUISH   SALMON  FRY  FROM 
TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  "  Lic'tien  Grey's  "  letter  to  you 
of  Aug.  11,  re  distinction  of  salmon  and  trout  fry, 
he  points  out  that  "  in  the  non-migratory  S.  fario 


all  the  lower  fins  are  always  more  or  less  brown." 
Now,  to  my  experience,  "  L.  G."  overlooks  one  item 
that,  to  my  mind,  will  lose  sight  of  all  body  marks  of 
the  above  fry  and  place  before  the  novice  a  simple 
and  effective  sign — that  is,  all  lower  fins  are  brown, 
except  anal  fin,  vthich  terminates  with  blank  spine, 
surrounded  with  a  milky  while  substance.  This  holds 
good  in  fish  from  4  in.  upwards.  I  may  say  that  we 
have  samples  of  salmon  and  trout  fry  preserved  and 
placed  in  our  club-room  (S.  A.  A.)  for  the  benefit 
of  novices  and  others.  I  trust  the  above  will  help 
to  lead  us  to  determine  the  difference  of  this  vexed 
question. 

There  is  also  another  question  that  requires  very 
serious  attention  of  the  anglers  in  this  country  of 
ours — that  is,  taking  of  immature  trout.  Our  rules 
are  8in.,  the  riparian  owners  of  Tees  7in.  Now, 
Sir,  where  the  vexed  question  comes  in  is  that 
Fishery  Boards  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter, 
althougli  they  buy  yearlings,  distribute  them,  and 
there  their  power  ends.  Anybody  can  go  same  day 
and  take  them  out.  I  may  say  that  for  some  time 
past  others  and  the  writer  have  hammered  the 
question,  and  are  told,  "  No  jurisdiction."  Being 
of  an  inquisitive  mind,  I  asked  the  noble  chairman 
(T.  F.  B.),  of  which  I  am  a  member,  who  were  the 
authorities  to  apply  to  ;  reply.  His  Majesty  and  his 
ministers,  and  would  require  a  special  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. This  being  the  case,  I  ask  you  to  place  this 
letter  in  your  valuable  columns  and  get  other 
opinions.  This  matter  reaches  further  than  at  first 
leads  you  to  believe,  as  it  would  protect  immature 
trout  and  all  grades  of  salmon  fry,  seeing  they  rarely 
reach  the  Sin.  limit.  Protect  the  young  fry,  and  we 
shall  enhance  our  glorious  sport. — Yours  truly, 
Salmon  and  Trout  Protector. 


GRILSE  AND  SALMON  ?— TO  SAY  AT  SIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Harvie-Brown  is  always  so  crisp 
and  to  the  point  in  his  remarks  upon  fish — and  other 
things — that  it  behoves  every  leal  fisherman  to  give 
him  support  when  he  seeks  it.  In  the  present  cate, 
however,  the  question  he  asks  is  something  of  a 
poser.  Will  you  allow  me  to  reply  to  it,  in  the 
manner  of  his  countrymen,  by  asking  him  another  ? 

It  is  almost  a  truism  to  remark  that  in  a  flock  of 
sheep  the  ordinary  man  can  detect  no  difference 
between  one  animal  and  another,  yet  the  shepherd 
knows  each  individually,  but  it  would  puzzle  even 
the  shepherd  to  reduce  to  writing  the  points  of  dis- 
tinction. The  man  sufficiently  versed  in  things 
ovine,  to  entitle  him  to  rank  a  step  higher  than  the 
ordinary  person,  though  he  maj.  not  know  the  flock 
individually,  is  able  to  tell  at  a  glance  a  sheep  in 
its  first  year  (a  hog)  or  one  in  its  second  (a  shearling) 
from  those  that  are  older.  I  flatter  myself  that  I 
am  able  to  do  this  with  as  much  accuracy  as  I  can 
tell  a  grilse  from  a  salmon,  when  the  animals  are 
before  me,  from  external  appearance  only,  in  either 
case.  The  shearling  and  the  grilse  are  about 
analogous  ;  each  have  the  immistakable  stamp  of 
youth  in  their  whole  expressions,  their  points  are 
finer,  as  are  their  wool  and  scales,  not  to  mention 
their  tails  and  limbs  ;  but  I  hesitate  to  attempt 
committing  the  distinctions  to  paper.  If  Mr.  Harvie- 
Brown  will  define,  so  as  to  make  it  intelligible  in 
print,  the  points  by  which  we  may  recognise 
adolescence  from  maturity,  perhaps  I  may  try  again 
to  tackle  his  proposition. 

"  Gilse,"  by  the  way,  seems  to  have  been  the 
old  way  of  spelling  the  word.  Can  Mr.  Harvie- 
Brown,  or  any  of  your  other  readers,  tell  us  when 
it  first  came  to  be  written  "  grilse  "  ? — Yours  truly. 

Lichen  Grey. 


GRILSE   OR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  following  note  I  except  the 
so-called  hump-backed  salmon  of  a  tributary 
stream  of  the  Naver — the  Mallert — of  which  I  have 
only  once  seen  a  specimen. 

My  main  point  is  (I  grant  there  may  be  exceptions) 
— 1.  Grilse  :  Head  roimder,  frontal  bones  covered 
with  a  gelatinous  gristle.  Back  from  the  nose  to 
the  root  of  the  tail  describes  almost  a  complete 
curve,  or  part  of  the  circumference  of  a  circle. 
The  medial  line,  along  with  the  line  of  the  back, 
forms  nearly  (?)  an  exact  segment  of  a  circle.  2. 
Salmon  :  Head  straighter,  frontal  bone  denuded 
of  softer  matter.  Back  arched  more  or  less  behind 
the  occiput,  and  the  back  with  the  head  do  not 
together  form  nearly  a  complete  curve,  or  part  of 
the  circumference  of  a  circle.  Tlie  medial  line 
along  with  the  line  of  the  back  and  head  do  not 
together  form  nearly  the  segment  of  a  circle,  because 
of  the  straight  line  of  the  head  interrupting  the 
curve. 

Again.  1.  Grilse:  Tail  more  indented  or  forked, 
even  when  stretched.  2.  Salmon  :  Tail  less  in- 
dented or  forked  even  when  stretched.  And 
1.  Grilse :  Gill-covers  rounded.  2.  Salmon  :  Gill- 
covers  angled. 

Other  means  of  distinguishing  are  to  be  found  in 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  chapming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


UnoiiuaUetl  for  Its  oxgbI- 
lont  Fishing,  both  from 
Shoro  and  Soam 

Abounding'  in  Wliiting,  Maelferel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Partioolars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  0.  3.  RnssBLii, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth ; 
or 

Mr.  A.  BowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 

SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THB 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

OtBcial  Guide,  6d.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DAVID  MACBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  HopeSt., GLASGOW 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS, JJ.B. 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


GOOD . . 
FREE  . . 

Roach,  Bream,  Perch. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holyweli  Ferry,  Hunta. 

FISHING 

CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND. 

FREE  splended  Sea  Trout  fishing,  all  FLY,  in 
over  12  Lochs  and  Voes,  exceptional  easy  access. 
20,000  acres  shooting,  free  ;  Snipe,  Duck,  Wild- 
fowl, &fi.    Good  cuisine.  Moderate. 

.T.  HUNTER,  Proprietor. 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwicli  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 

LOUGH  ARROW. 


Free  Fishing.  Best  month  for 
Artificial  Fly,  September.  Accom- 
modation 100   yards  from  Lake. — 

Apply  ACHESON, 

Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 

MIDLAKD  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND, 


Senil  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 

W.  GUY  QRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


SALMON  &  SEA-TROUT  FISHING 
in  IRELAND. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Saekville  St.,  Dublin, 

Have  Special  Stock  of  Superior  .  . 

GREENHEART  SEA-TROUT  RODS, 

ALSO  ALL  THE 

Special  Salmon  &  Sea-Tfout  Flies 

for  Connemara,  Donegal,  Kerry 
and  Mayo. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURT. 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.    Admission  Is. 
Tlie  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS.- 

Charming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds. 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA, 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK— BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mettrozzi's  Austrian  Band  of  37  Players. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  IN  THE  EMPRESS  HALL. 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court. 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT. 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEL. 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Subterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
1,000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  SchOnbrunn, 
Semmering    Pais    Abazzia,    &c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Caf6  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or   DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALAVAY3 
ATTRACTIVE. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH- 
WEST E  RN_RAj  L  WAY. 

SUMMER  EXCURSIONS 

FROM 

EUSTON, 

KENSINGTON,  BROAD  STREET,  VICTORIA, 
WOOLWICH,  GREENWICH,  AND  OTHER 
LONDON  STATIONS  DURING 

AUGUST  and  SEPTEMBER. 

To  IRELAND,  every  THURSDAY  NIGHT. 

To  SCOTLAND,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT,  and 
on  SATURDAY  iiORNINGS  to  SEPTEM- 
BER 8tb  inclusive. 

To  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES,  CAMBRIAN 
LINE,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT,  BLACK- 
POOL, &c.,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  ISLE  OF  MAN,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT  and 
SATURDAY  MOHNING. 

To  LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT,  every  FRIDAY 
NIGHT. 

To  MANCHESTER  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

To  BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 


Cheap  Trips  to  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY, 
including  Coach  Drive  from  Kenilworth  to  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon ;  or  to  Stratford-on-Avon  by  rail 
direct,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 


FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  OBTAIN  A 
PAMPHLET  at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations 
or  Town  Offices,  oP  write  to  the  Enquiry 
Office  at  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 
London,  1906. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

H)eut8cbe  ♦  . 


Hnglerseltuna 


PUBLISHBD  By 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Bemi-MontlUy.  Foreign  AnmiKl  BubMriptioii,  m.  t. 

Addrkbs—        '  =  

F.  SGHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenbnrger  St. 


RHEUMATISM, 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  &C., 
cured  by  using 


DROITWICH  ( 
BRINE 

4 


Wholesale  only  of 
["ESTON&WESTALLLTD. 

JASTCHEAPLOllDOIjjJ; 

I  Beware  oflfflilahonsiinsisUn  having  \ 
i!!£GeiiuineDroitwich  Brine  CRYMS 


Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply- 


ing  the  Baths  at  Droitwieh. 


Obtainable  at  all  Chfinist.'i,  or  n  SSlb' 
Hag,  delivered  free  to  any  address  in 
London  and  Suburb.^  for  tls,;  Country 
Addres.ses,  for  3s.  3d., 

BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS. 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work   and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HAROr  BROTHERS,  ALNWIOK. 


RHODES' 


MiDGFOIL 


Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 

In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  Ac,  or 
1/3  post  free  from 

158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  QLASQCW. 


IMPROVED  ROACH  PASTE. 

ALSO  FOR 

CARP,  TENCH,  &  BREAM. 

Thit  Improved  Paste  is  always  ready  /or  use, 
will  not  wash  off  the  Book,  and  it  a  very 
attractive  Bait. 

InThree  Colours:  PINK.WHITE.d;  YELLOW. 
3d.  &  6(1.  Tins. 

Obtainable  from  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers, 
Manufacturers:  CLARKE  &  CO., 

SO,  Gallowtree  Gate,  Leicester. 

3  Sample  Tins,  post  free,  Is. 


L.  B.  &  S.  C.  RIy. 


ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHEAP  TRAINS. 


From 


Victoria 
Clapham  Jno. 


Every 
Saturday. 


To 

Pulborough, 
Amberleyaud 
fittlewortli. 


Every  Sunday. 


P.M. 

3  57 


4 

London  B'd^e!  i  0 
PeckhamRye!  2  57 
New  Cross    .  I  3  21 


7  30 
7  18 


To 
Fittl. 
woi-th. 


7  0 
7  8 

6  50 

7  1 
7  6 


To 

Pulborough 
andAmbeney. 


8  20 
8  28 
8  30 
8  13 
8  16 


SUNDAY 

DAT 
TICKETS, 

2/6 


SATURDAY 
to  SUNDAY, 
or  SUNDAY 
to  MONDAY, 

4/- 


SATURDAY 

to 

MONDAY, 

5/- 


For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
^       L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Rly. ,  London  Bridge.  ^ 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  wlU 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
r  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  13  doz.  for  68. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powert 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaeturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Yon  can  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SIWITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  conflnod  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 
£J.OO 

TH«  CASUALTY  INSURANOS  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  In  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  Tliat  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  lollowiug  publioation. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  aU  communications  should  be  made. 

SPEOIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  thalr 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASDALir 
INSORANOB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 
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the  arrangement  of  the  scales  (immature  and 
adult) ;  and  in  the  relative  shapes  of  the  scales, 
on  the  same  positions  in  eaoh  when  compared. 
But  these  are  not  included  in  our  present  purpose, 
and  if  inquiries  regarding  these  more  minute  or 
even  microscopical  differences  be  desired,  let  some 
one  answer  who  has  really  studied  the  subject. 
I  might  answer,  but  I  might  confuse  the  issue  by 
making  some  technical  slip  or  error.  Therefore, 
I  think  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  that 
the  answer  should  come  from  one  who  has  really 
made  special  study  of  this  matter  of  the  scales. 
(See  Field  of  Jtme  30,  1906.) — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Bbown. 


WELL-MENDED  KELTS,  TWEED  GRILSE, 
ETC.— ANSWERS. 

Dear  Sib, — Any  one  of  the  following  definitions 
for  reception  or  rejection . — 

1.  A  "  weel-mendit "  kelt,  to  begin  with,  is  a 
"  silvery  fish  all  over  back  and  sides."  A  kelt, 
whether  "  rank  "  or  well-recovered,  is  dark-gilled, 
ragged-gilled,  and  may  even  be  maggoty-gilled, 
red-vented,  hollow-sided,  herring-gutted,  slime- 
coated,  woolly-fleshed.  A  thoroughly  well-mended 
kelt  is,  as  said,  woolly -fleshed,  and — "  Wheesht, 
wheesht,  Tonald,  ton't  be  telling  to  nobody.  Na,  na, 
she  wadna  bizz  on  the  tengs  !  'Deed,  an'  she  was 
•  just  a  kelt.'  " 

2.  The  man  who  caught  and  killed  it  can  best 
prove  it  himself  by  eating  it,  not  by  sending  it  to 
his  friends — say,  in  the  Midlands.  Then,  after 
discussing  it,  let  him  deny  himself  even  a  "  half- 
mutchkin."  Practise  this  for  a  few  days,  and,  though 
the  "  thirst  for  blood "  and  the  inborn  fever  of 
desire  to  "  go  out  and  kill  something  "  may  not 
be  utterly  dead  and  quenched  within  him,  yet  he 
may  catch  many  and  kill  fewer  ;  and  of  such  as  he 
does  kill,  he  will  eat  no  more  "  whateffer."  As  I  have 
heard  persistent  kelt-killers  say  many  a  time,  "  Oh, 
no,  thanks ;  I  like  killing  them,  but  I  never  eat 
them  "  (unless  they  are  served  ;vith  lobster  sauce 
or  d  la  early  tourist,  with  cranberry  compote  ;  or, 
perhaps,  "  stawed  after  the  manner  of  the  ancients  " 
— "d  la  Peregrine"  Pickle).  The  latter  part,  in 
parentheses,according  to  the  man's  experiences,  may 
be  suppressed  ;  or  it  may  be  blurted  out  in  all  inno- 
cence and  cockney  honesty  and  simplicity  of  heart. 

The  whole  of  these  notes  may  be  read  as  con- 
tinuously descriptive  of  a  kelt ;  or  any  single  one 
may  be  placed  on  its  own  merits — that  is,  in  para- 
graph 1 .  To  them  may  be  added — "  ill-conditioned  "  ; 
and  this  term  may  well  be  applied  also  to  Scottish 
brown  trout  in  most  of  our  northern  rivers,  even  as 
late  as  April  20  or  so.  Yet  we  find,  for  instance,  the 
Deveron  open  to  trout  fishers,  over  all  its  reaches, 
even  as  early  as  March,  and  "  baskets  of  trout  " 
killed,  which,  in  all  cases  of  trout  over,  say,  ^Ib., 
ought  to  have  been  tenderly  returned  to  the  water. 
Many  a  score  of  trout  of  -Jib.  and  over  Jib.  have  I 
caught,  but  did  not  kill ;  and  the  same  day  "  baskets 
of  trout,"  say,  201b.,  301b.,  and  up  to  451b.,  have  been 
caught  and  killed,  and  brought  in — and  praises 
sung !    But  did  the  parties  eat  them  ?    Oh,  dear 

no  !    They  sent  them  mostly  to  their  fr  1  had 

nearly  said  "  friends  !  " — -and  what  were  over  have 
been  seen  to  be  thrown  to  the  pigs  in  pailfuls  ;  and 
the  truth  of  this  can  be  vouched  for,  as  I  think 
Mr.  Editor  knows,  as  from  "  a  tale  that  was  told," 
but  was  not  "  prented,"  as  it  was  considered  slightly 
"  beside  the  question  "  then  at  issue.  To  those  "  in 
the  know,"  it  is  not  difficult  to  gauge  the  value  of 
many  such  "  baskets  "  simply  by  the  date  of  the 
month  they  are  killed  on,  and  the  name  of  the  river 
or  reach  of  river.  Of  course,  before  killing  them 
they  must  fijst  be  caught. 

Talking  of  these  nice  distinctive  terms,  how  would 
it  do  to  say,  "  I  basketed  "  so  many  trout,  etc.  7 
But,  unfortunately,  that  might  not  include  "  pouch- 
ing "  them.  I  have  seen  a  man  on  the  free  Deveron 
"  pouching  par,"  for  instance,  some  of  which  had 
first  been  made  to  perform  an  aerial  journey  into 
the  next  parish  or  even  county,  literally  (the 
Deveron  flows  alternately  for  considerable  portions 
of  its  course  through  the  coimties  of  Banff  and 
Aberdeen,  etc.)  by  the  upward  spring  of  a  powerful 
wooden  rod  of  some  16ft.  in  total  length.  No  ; 
"  basketing  "  will  not  do  !  Something  else  must  be 
suggested.  Here  is  a  grand  opening  for  a  discussion 
on  the  current  nomenclature  of  sporting  terms,  as 
compared,  let  us  say,  with  those  in  use  in  the  days  of 
Isaac,  Hawker,  Daniell  (and  the  prophets,  etc. ).  No  ; 
"  basketing  "  will  not  do,  as  they — the  fish — may 
be  netted,  as  they  were  by  the  Apostles.  They  might 
even  be  dynamited,  etc.  Can  I  hope  that  the  facts 
may  prove  "possibly  instructive"  as  well  as 
"amusing"  ? — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Bbowh. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  ROACH  FEED. 
Deab  Sie, — In  the  River  Avon,  near  Malmesbiiry, 
there  are  hundreds  of  roach  to  be  seen,  many  of 
them  over  21b.,  and  yet  no  one  appears  able  to 
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catch  them,  though  they  have  been  fished  for  with 
every  recognised  bait,  including  worm,  gentles, 
wheat,  paste,  etc. 

The  reason  may  be  the  presence  of  plenty  of 
natural  food,  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  numbered 
amongst  your  many  regular  readers  may  be  some 
experienced  angler  whose  advice  may  enable  us  to 
catch  some  of  these  specimen  fish. 

One  evening  recently  scores  of  them  could  be 
plainly  seen  in  the  gin-clear  water,  sporting  near 
the  surface. 

I  may  say  that  I  believe  a  certain  amount  of 
sewerage  discharges  into  this  water. — Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Candleb. 


fHERLINO  KELTS— SPLIT-CANE  v.  GREEN- 
HEART. 

Deab  Sie, — The  question  raised  by  "  Piltock  " 
in  your  issue  of  Aug.  11  has  been  more  than  once 
discussed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Some  dozen 
years  or  so  ago,  the  Editor  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
and  other  correspondents,  thrashed  the  subject  out 
pretty  thoroughly,  and  I  think  the  result  may  be 
summarised : — 

L  "Whiting,"  "  whitling,"  "herling,"  "fiimock," 
"  sprod,"  etc.,  are  local  names  for  the  young  sea-trout 
on  their  first  migration  from  the  sea  to  the  rivers. 
2.  Although  on  that  journey  all  tlie  fish  are  not 
necessarily  spawning  fish,  some  of  them  certainly 
are,  and  consequently  (3)  some  of  the  fish  caught 
in  the  spring  are  kelts,  and  undoubtedly  "  unclean  " 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  Whether  the 
fish  which  did  not  run  up  to  spawn  but  are  on  their 
way  back  to  the  sea  are  legally  "  unclean,"  is 
still,  so  far  as  I  know,  an  imdecided  question,  and 
the  late  Dr.  Francis  Day,  in  a  correspondence  I  had 
with  him  on  the  subject,  declined  to  express  an 
opinion,  although  he  did  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  he 
did  not  think  any  harm  would  be  done  by  anglers 
killing  such  fish  as  some  specimens  which  I  had 
sent  him. 

Split-Cane  v.  Geeenheabt. 

I  have  no  experience  of  split-cane  rods,  and 
only  make  suggestions.  The  discussion  so  far 
appears  to  be  purely  on  a  question  of  personal  fancy. 
But  a  phrase  in  Mr.  Malloch' s  letter  in  the  same 
issue  appears  to  confirm  a  theory  which  occurred 
to  me  some  time  ago,  and  which  I  have  not  yet  seen 
expressed.  He  says  built- cane  rods  do  not  retain 
their  power  (the  italics  are  mine).  Is  not  the  prin- 
ciple of  construction  of  "  double-built,"  and  espe- 
cially "  double-built  steel  centre."  cane  rods 
entirely  wrong  ?  A  wood  rod  is  one  homogeneous 
mass,  but  the  cane-built  is  made  up  of  three,  or,  if 
steel  centre,  five,  layers  of  material  of  different 
quality  —  that  is,  (1)  steel,  (2)  cement,  (3)  cane 
strips,  (4)  cement,  (5)  cane  strips. 

For  the  purpose  of  my  present  argument,  I  ignore 
the  building  together  of  the  cane  strips.  Apart 
from  the  different  qualities  of  the  material,  it 
is  impossible  to  make  a  mathematically  accurate 
joint  throughout  the  entire  length  of  the  piece, 
the  inequalities  being  supplied  by  the  least  valuable 
of  the  three  materials — ^namely,  the  cement.  Now, 
every  cast  and  every  fish  played  is  continually 
pulling  at  this  amalgamation,  and  weakening  it, 
and  as  the  resistance  and  resilience  of  the  three 
component  parts  are  entirely  different,  the  weakest — 
that  is,  the  cement  between  the  layers — will  give 
way,  and  instead  of  one  homogeneous  piece  acting 
in  unison  tliroughout,  you  have  practically,  in  time, 
three  loose  tubes  of  different  action,  one  inside  the 
other,  and  so  long  as  the  joints  of  the  strips  forming 
the  outer  skin  remain  intact,  the  mischief  which 
may  be  happening  underneath  is  vmdiscovered, 
and  you  have  (in  theory)  a  rod  which  (above  a 
certain  point  of  its  thickness)  does  not  offer  the 
resistance  and  has  not  the  power  of  recovery  which 
it  ought  to  do,  and  have,  and  simply  lies  along  the 
line  as  shown  in  the  Editor's  little  diagram,  which 
raised  all  the  hubbub.  Even  if  the  mischief  in  the 
interior  mechanism  of  the  rod  is  discovered,  how 
could  it  be  repaired  without  pulling  the  joint  to 
pieces  ? 

There  is  another  point :  The  adhesive  properties 
of  (1)  cane,  cement,  and  steel,  and  (2)  cane,  cement, 
and  cane  are  not  identical,  and,  therefore,  it  appears 
to  a  mere  angler  that  the  combination  is  a  bad  one, 
or  certainly  inferior  to  an  article  of  the  same  material 
throughout.  I  make  the?e  suggestions  with  great 
diffidence  and  deference  for  the  consideration  of 
the  experts,  who,  of  course,  may  be  able  to  show 
that  my  arguments  are,  from  lack  of  proper  tech- 
nical knowledge,  entirely  fallacious  and  wortliless. 

All  anglers,  I  think,  will  be  agreed  that  neither 
Malloch  nor  Hardy  would  recommend  or  sell  a  rod 
which  they  knew  to  be  defective  either  in  material, 
work,  or  principle  of  construction. — Yoin-s  truly, 

J.  E.  B. 

GREENHEART  and  SPLIT-CANE. 
Deab  Sie, — As  you  say  the  interesting  question 
you  raised  with  regard  to  greenheart  versui  split- 
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cane  rods  was  a  very  distinct  and  definite  one,  and 
rjjost  of  your  correspondents  have  wandered  very 
far  from  the  point.  As,  however,  the  larger  question 
of  the  reliability  of  greenheart  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  host  split-(;ano  has  betsn  raised,  1  should 
like  to  write  a  few  lines.  I  aro  one  of  those  many 
fly  fishermen  who  cannot  use  greenheart.  I  daresay 
it  is  entirely  my  own  fault.  Having  thrown  a  long 
line  backward  I  recover  very  sharply,  and  I  strike 
very  smartly.  I  never  by  these  tactics  break  my 
casting  lino,  however  fine  ;  but  I  break  every  green- 
heart top  that  can  be  made.  I  have  tried  almost 
every  maker  ;  I  have  paid  high  prices,  all  to  no 
purpose.  I  like  the  feol  of  groonhoart  ;  I  cm 
throw  a  good  line  with  it,  it  is  all  that  is  desirable, 
but,  in  my  hands,  which  are  otherwise  not  inexpert, 
and  certainly  have  been  in  practice  for  over  forty 
years  continually,  it  will  sraiLsh. 

Now,  I  have  met  many  other  fishers  like  myself, 
and  their  experience  has  been  like  mine.  They 
have  bought  split-cane  rods  from  a  first-class 
maker,  and  they  hardly  have  any  accidents  at  all. 
I  have  broken  greenheart  tops  and  joints  innu- 
merable ;  in  Shetland  oneo,  seventeen  in  two 
months  !  Iwhereas,  when  using  Alnwick  split-cano, 
1  have  had  one  accident  in  twenty  years.  I  can 
hear  someone  saying,  "This  is  a  very  clumsy  fellow  ! " 
Very  likely,  but  it  is  something  to  find  out  a  rod 
which  triumphs  over  one's  clumsine.ss.  I  remember, 
sir,  that  some  years  ago  you  recounted  in  an 
interesting  May  Fly  sketch  how,  whilst  waiting 
for  the  rise,  you  indulged  in  some  burg\mdy  (whicn 
certainly  is  agitating  to  the  nerves),  and  imme- 
diately after  having  hooked  your  first  "  whopper," 
you  had  to  depljre  a  smash. 

If  I  might  ventui-e  to  give  advice,  then,  to  men 
with  nerves,  who  are,  after  all,  very  often  the  most 
useful  and  charming  of  men,  I  would  say,  "  Do  not 
drink  burgundy  wlien  you  g->  a-fishing,  and  do  use 
split-cane." — Yours  truly,  A.  K. 

[I  do  not  seem  to  remember  anyt^iing  about 
that  burgundy  !  I  broke  an  old  greenheart  top  at 
the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament ;  it  fell  into  tlie 
lake,  and  poor  Mr.  Savile  Thomas  fished  it  out  next 
day,  ana  said  the  wood  appeared  to  be  quite  perished. 
But  I  never  said  greenheart  was  more  durable  than 
split-cane.    "  A.  K."  must  be  rough  on  rods  ! — -Ed.] 


MR.  C.  B.  SMITH'S  FRIENDLY  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  now  some  two  year^  since  I  sent 
you  a  photo  of  my  tame  rainbow  trout  in  the  act  of 
jumping  from  the  water  to  feed  from  my  wife's 
hand.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  some  of  your 
readers  may  be  interested  to  hear  that  this  fish  is 
still  flourishing,  aad  jumping  as  high  as  ever.  He 
is  in  excellent  condition,  but  grows  nowadays  more 
slowly  than  formerly.  At  present  he  weighs  3nb. — ■ 
this,  of  course,  is  merely  an  estimate,  but  when  (as 
often  happens)  a  finger  goes  at  least  four  inches 
down  his  throat  one  is  disposed  to  believe  he  is  a 
good  size.  All  attempts  to  photo  him  this  year  in 
the  air  have  so  far  been  failures,  as  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  shade  on  the  tank.  I  have,  however,  got 
several  interesting  photos  of  him  swimming  near 
the  surface  of  the  water  with  dorsal  fin  exposed. 

I  notice  that  all  my  fish  like  to  be  at  the  surface 
on  fine  days  in  June  and  September,  probably  the 
reason  being  that  in  these  months  th?  air  is  at  a 
comfortable  temperature.  There  is  a  month  each 
spawning  season  when  the  water  is  stirrod  up  to 
thick  mud  owing  to  spawning  operations.  For  the 
rest  of  the  year  the  water  is  clear,  and  the  move- 
ments of  the  fish  can  be  well  seen.  In  early  summer 
the  e  comes  a  time  when  all  the  fish  get  gorged  with 
water-snails  {Limncea  peregra).  At  this  time  my 
tame  rainbow  will  allow  me  to  pat  him  on  the  back, 
and  even  push  him  over  sideways  in  the  water  until 
his  rainbow  stripe  and  silver  side  can  be  seen.  He 
then  slowly  rights  himself,  and  if  the  proces?  is 
repeated  several  times  he  slowly  swims  away  in 
disgust.  Tlie  number  of  snails  taken  to  produce 
this  result  must  be  enormous.  I  once  caught  a  1  lb. 
bro^vn  trout  on  fly,  and  took  thirty  of  these  snails 
from  him.  I  may  mention  that  as  my  tank  has  no 
proper  spawning  ground,  I  always  commence  to 
starve  my  fish  from  Christmas  onwards.  I  find  this 
ab-olutely  necessarv. 

Although  my  little  tank  only  holds  600  g.^llons  of 
water,  I  think  it  is  more  satisfactory  than  some  far 
more  pretentious  arrangements,  because  the  fish  are 
always  more  or  less  under  observation,  and  their 
natural  movements  can  be  watched  at  leisure.  Of 
course,  as  the  fish  grow  big  I  have  to  keep  rigorously 
thinning  them  out.  At  the  present  time,  in  addition 
to  the  large  tame  rainbow,  the  tank  holds  one  female 
rainbow  (rather  larger),  one  rainbow  (21b.),  one 
brown  trout  ( I  lb.),  two  fontinalis  {lilh.  and  lib.), 
and  one  Loch  Leven  (Jib.).  At  feeding  time  on  a 
fine  summer  morning  the  joint  efforts  of  these  make 
a  considerable  splash. — Yours  faithfully, 

Woodlands,  Retford.  C.  Babnby  Smith. 
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FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  expect  to  be  home  on  leave  next 
year,  and  I  am  thinking  of  fishing  in  the  north-west 
of  Ireh\nd  during  May  and  perhaps  early  June — • 
Bampling  Loughs  Melvin  and  Erne,  Lough  Fern  and 
the  Lennon,  and  the  Newtown  Stewart  waters. 

I  should  be  obliged  if  you  could  let  me  know, 
through  the  Fishing  Oazette,  wliether  I  could 
improve  on  this  plan — for  example,  would  the 
Galway  or  Mayo  loughs  be  likely  to  afford  better 
sport  at  that  time  ?  In  any  case,  would  there  be  a 
chance  of  a  salmon,  sufficient  to  warrant  taking  a 
salmon  rod  ?  If  so,  should  I  rely  on  local  tackleista 
for  flies,  or  take  some  with  me  ?  In  the  latter  case, 
what  patterns  and  sizes,  and  would  there  be  any 
prospect  of  the  May  Fly  coming  on  so  early  ? 

I  should  like  to  catch  a  salmon,  never  having  done 
so  yet ;  but  I  should  prefer  good  trout-fishing  (sea, 
brown,  and  lough)  to  spending  blank  days  in  the 
chase  of  salar.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  R.  B. 

LOSS  OF  COLOUR  IN  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  of  the  best  way 
to  make  trout  retain  their  natural  colour  ?  After 
catching  a  fish  I  generally  find  it  goes  dark  and 
ugly.  Can  this  be  avoided  ?  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,     Chas.  E.  Hudson. 

[Mr.  Hudson  might  try  this  plan :  Wrap  each  fish 
separately  in  a  damp  cloth  and  keep  it  damp,  not 
wet,  until  the  fish  are  turned  out  at  home.  Fish 
preservers  recommend  that  specimen  fish  should 
be  wrapped  in  paper  and  then  packed  in  straw 
and  sent  in  a  box.  Trout  from  some  waters  go 
dark  on  exposure  to  air  much  sooner  than  others. 
Trout  kept  in  a  wicker  creel,  one  on  the  other 
in  a  mass,  soon  lose  their  colour  and  bloom, 
and  get  patches  of  white  where  they  come  into 
contact  with  each  other.    The  North  Country  air- 


from  the  finest  ingredients  by  the  -well-known 
Glasgow  fifm  of  Messrs.  \V.  and  R.  Hatrick  and  Co. 

I  have  lately  received  many  testimonials  from  all 
parts  of  the  coimtry — from  the  south  of  England  to 
the  Island  of  Lewis  (famed  for  the  ferociousness  of 
its  midges)  in  the  north  ;  and  I  shall  be  pleased  if 
you  will  distribute  a  few  of  the  bottles  amongst 
unprejudiced  angling  friends. — Yours  faithfully, 
Henry  James  Rhodes. 

634,  Alexandra  Parade,  Glasgow,  Aug.  9. 

ADDRESS  OF  FLY-DRESSER  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  of  the  present 
address  of  (who  was)  Mi:is  Price,  fly-dresser,  of  4, 
Harrowgate-road,  Chiswick.  She  was  at  this  address 
some  eight  or  nine  years  ago,  and  I  wrote  her  about 
ten  days  ago,  and  my  letter  has  been  returned 
through  the  ''  dead  "  letter  office.  Perhaps  somo  of 
your  readers  may  know  if  she  still  does  fly-dressing, 
and  her  address,  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

G.  B.VRKER. 

Gladstone-street,  Darlington,  Aug.  18. 

THE  SNAPPING  OF  GUT  KNOTS— THE 
BUFFER  KNOT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  pointed  out  as  a  pliysical 
fact  that  it  is  an  error  to  think  that  the  bearing 
point  of  the  strain  is,  and  therefore  that  the  buffer 
should  also  be,  between  A  and  B.  The  real  fact  is 
that  the  pull  of  the  line  L  is  felt  at  the  point  C,  and 
with  ordinary  knots,  when  dra^m  on,  this  pull 
bears  on  a  sharp  bend  direct,  and  it  is  well  Imown 
how  easily  even  a  stout  cord  can  be  snapped  over  a 
sharp  bend. 

The  device  of  whipping  fine  gut  or  silk  round  the 
crossing  A  B  does  act  as  a  brake  on  the  pull,  by 
friction ;  by  making  the  lines  adhere  to  each  other, 
and  is  good  so  far,  but  imperfect  at  best.  The  idea 
of  using  rubber  at  that  point  rests  on  the  notion 
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tion  here  at  the  time  he  states.  All  he  needs  is  a 
good  stout  rod,  reel,  and  sixty  yards  of  good  line, 
several  single  gut  traces  (brass  swivels),  some  No.  3 
Pennell  hooks,  a  release  float,  and  two  or  three 
twisted  gut  paternosters,  with  8oz.  loads.  All  of 
whicli  he  can  purchase  here,  if  he  prefers  to  do  so. 

Live  prawns  or  sand-eols  or  ordinary  lobworms  can 
also  be  obtained  from  tlio  fishermen  on  the  front. 

Regarding  rooms  he  could  not  do  better  than 
w.-ite  to  Mr.  Parsons,  Channel  View,  Shanklin,  who 
is  himself  a  very  keen  fisherman,  and  will  give  him 
all  necessary  advice. — -Yours  truly, 

Shanklin,  I.W.  R.A.GWORM. 

A  TRENT  FISHING  QUERY. 

De.^r  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine  was  recently  fishing 
in  a  navigable  portion  of  the  River  Trent  under  the 
rules  of  the  Trent  Navigation  Company,  one  side 
being  club  water  and  the  other  private.  Having 
found  a  barbel  hole,  he  proceeded  to  moor  his 
boat  in  mid-stream,  about  25ft.  from  nearest  bank, 
when  some  person  connected  with  the  club  came 
up,  made  a  great  deal  of  fuss,  and  attempted  to  have 
him  di->placed,  but,  thinking  himself  in  the  right, 
he  refused.  Was  he  right  or  wrong  ?  Tlie  idea 
prevalent  about  here  is  that  it  is  legal  to  fish  from 
a  boat,  so  long  as  it  is  15ft.  from  bank  to  moorings. 
An  early  reply  from  you  through  your  columns 
would  greatly  oblige. — Yours  truly. 

Black  Gnat. 

[The  fishery  rights  on  the  Trent  above  -the  tide- 
way are  in  the  hands  of  private  owners,  and  are,  I 
believe,  strictly  preserved.  This  question  has  been 
threshed  ont  several  times,  and  anglers  fishing 
without  permission  have  been  successfully  prose- 
cuted. I  believe  that  the  Trent  Navigation  Com- 
pany do  not  claim  any  fishing  rights. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 

DE.i^R  Sir, — In  answer  to  O.  D.  Ansell's  inquiry 
good  coarse  fishing  can  be  had  in  the  River  Axe 
(Great  Western  Station)  ;  Bleadon,  a  short  distance 
from  Weston,  or  in  the  River  Brue  ;  Highbridge, 
nine  miles  from  Weston.  Day  tickets.  Is.,  or  2s.  6d. 
a  week,  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Phipps,  Regent- 
street,  Weston.  Should  advise  orderirg  your  own 
bait  from  Bristol.  Shall  very  likely  be  fishing  there 
myself  early  in  September,  if  he  would  leave  his 
address  at  Mr.  Phipps. — Yours  truly, 

C.  A.  Nicole. 

SEA-FISHING  AT  BOGNOR,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — A  feature  of  this  year's  sea-fishing 
competition  at  Bognor  was  the  success  of  Mrs. 
Kate  Miller,  who,  in  the  competition  open  to  ladies, 
secured  not  only  the  first  prize  for  tlie  heaviest 
fish,  but  also  fh'st  prize  for  the  heaviest  basket. 
If  Mrs.  Miller  could  not  angle  before  she  could 
toddle,  she  could  do  so  very  soon  afterwiirds.  Her 
father,  Mr.  George  Sutton,  was  a  well-known  fisher- 
man, with  a  knowledge  of  the  waterways  of  the 
Fens  which  has  probably  never  been  equalled  by 
any  man  living  or  dead.  Pike  fishing  was  his 
favourite  pastime,  but  in  all  kinds  of  competitions 
he  was  an  annual  prize  -  winner.  Mrs.  Miller 
received  her  first  lessons  from  the  hands  of  her 
father,  and  so  did  her  two  brothers,  both  of  whom 
are  exceptionally  keen  on  the  sport.  One  of  them 
divides  his  angling  time  between  the  sea  at 
Bognor  and  the  rivers  and  canals  of  Sussex,  and 
the  other,  although  he  lives  in  Wales,  is,  like  his 
father,  a  disciple  of  Alfred  Jardine,  and  every 
winter  searches  for  201b.  representatives  of  Esox  in 
the  waters  of  the  Wye,  the  Usk,  or  the  famous  pike 
lake  at  Llangorse,  in  Breconshire.  Mr.  Miller  is  as 
enthusiastic  on  fishing  as  his  wife,  and  one  of  his 
sons,  a  little  chap  named  Frank,  has  a  remarkable 
record  of  catches  from  Bognor  Pier. — Yours  truly, 

G.  H.  S. 

THE  FLY  AND  THE  FLOAT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  happened  in  the  spring 
out  here,  and  may  amuse  your  readers. 

B.,  when  fishing  a  river  from  a  canoe,  saw  an  old 
and  very  keen  worm-fisher  on  the  bank,  and  to  the 
top  of  his  float  was  attached  a  large  Jock  Scott  fly. 

The  puzzle  of  why  it  was  there  caused  liim  to  go 
over,  and,  after  talking,  he  asked  the  old  man  the 
reason.  "  Can't  you  guess  ?  "  he  replied.  "  No." 
"  Well,"  said  the  old  man,  "  you  know  I  am  a  worm- 
fisher —  everyone  knows  that;  but  still,  I  think 
there  is  a  lot  in  your,  what  you  call,  fly-fishing,  and 
the  other  day  a  very  big  fish  rose  at  my  float  and 
nearly  took  it,  so  I  just  put  that  fly  there  in  case 
he  should  come  again." 

I  get  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  from  your  paper, 
and  wish  you  the  best  of  sport  in  the  future. — 
Yours  truly,  Saturna. 

British  Columbia. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


tight  box  creel  keeps  the  fish  in  better  appearance, 
as  they  retain  natural  moisture  much  longer. 
Nothing  will  long  preserve  the  natural  beauty  of 
colouring  and  bloom  of  the  live  trout. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  PANGBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  another  chub  on  Aug.  17  of 
2Jlb.,  but  too  much  wind  lately  for  fiy  fishing  in 
a  boat.  By  the  way,  I  don't  fish  from  a  small  skiff 
but  a  double  rowing  skiff,  and  I  am  much  perse- 
cuted by  the  pleasure  boats,  which  spoil  one's  water 
so  often.  1  wish  I  could  get  to  places  where  they 
do  not  come.  And  the  launches — Oh,  dear  !  I 
had  a  21b.  tench  and  an  eel  this  evening,  but  the 
water  is  so  low  and  clear  that  very  little  is  being 
done.  I  got  the  tench  on  drawn  gut  and  No.  10 
Perfect  Model  hook.  They  can  fight,  these  tench, 
in  their  own  boring  burrowing  fashion. — Yours  truly, 

Aug.  18.  R.  W.  Vernon. 

P.S. — The  last  seven  chub  I  have  had  scaled 
1 8 lib.  My  fly  may  be  taken  for  a  Wasp  or  large 
Sedge. 

"  MIDGFOIL." 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  angler  of  twenty-five  years' 
experience,  and  an  old  reader  of  the  Fishing  Oazette, 
you  may  pardon  me — as  the  anti-midge  fever  is  at 
its  height  just  now — for  sending  to  you  a  few 
bottles  of  my  "  Midgfoil." 

"  Midgfoil "  is  the  outcome  of  many  years  of 
experimenting — for  while  there  are  innumerable 
drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  that  will  keep  midges  at  a 
respectable  distance,  there  are  very  many  difficulties 
in  the  way  in  perfecting  a  preparation  which  is  at 
once  thoroughly  effective  in  its  action,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  safe  to  use  in  every  other  respect. 

It  will  be  found  by  users  of  "  Midgfoil  "  that  it 
possesses  virtues  that  are  not  claimed  for  it  in  the 
advertisements,  for,  being  a  skin  food  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  it  is  a  complete  protection  against 
sunburn,  etc.,  and  is  useful  in  allaying  irritation 
rom  bites  previously  received.    It  is  manufactured 


that  its  elasticity  will  act  as  a  sufficient  spring,  and, 
no  doubt,  if  the  rubber  does  this,  the  strain  or  shock 
at  point  C  will  be  lightened. 

In  the  above  diagram  I  beg  leave  to  show  a 
knot  1  have  managed  for  myself,  and  which  I  have 
found  unbreakable,  as  gut  goes.  An  efficient  brake 
is  put  on  the  pull  of  line  L  by  twisting  part  of  the 
knot.  The  pulling  strain  on  C  is  practically  absorbed 
by  the  twist,  and  does  nowhere  bear  on  a  sharp 
bend.  It  requires  some  patience  to  lay  this  knot 
well.  The  gut  should  be  thoroughly  moist  and 
pliable.  The  twist  should  be  carefully  equal  on 
both  parts,  and  not  too  tight.  It  should  be  main- 
tained parallel  with  the  line  L,  which  is  done  if 
fine  gut  is  used  by  turning  the  end  E  round  both, 
or  with  thick  gut  with  a  few  turns  of  fine  silk  thread 
(dotted  lines)  or  thin  gut. — Yours  truly, 

C.  Havenish-Van  Peet. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  CAMEL 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  and  how 
procurable  in  the  River  Camel  (Cornwall)  ?  It  runs 
into  the  sea  at  Padstow.  I  hope  tD  spend  a  few 
weeks  at  Wadebridge  in  September,  and  oblige  — 
Yours  truly,  Halcombe. 

[The  season  ticket  for  trout  in  the  Camel  is  4s., 
or  Is.  per  day,  2s  6d.  per  fortnight,  or  for  salmon. 
Is.  per  day,  5s.  per  fortnight  ;  or  season,  12s. 
Bodmin  is  the  best  centre  for  getting  at  the  river. 
There  are  a  lot  of  portions  free  on  taking  ticket  and 
some  parts  are  preserved.  There  are  plenty  of 
trout  and  peal.  The  usual  Devon  flies  such  as 
Blue  Upright,  Black  and  Silver,  Blue  and  Red 
Maxwells  Silver  Drake,  Partridge  Hackle,  Blue 
Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  and  Pheasant  Tail. 
Tickets  are  issued  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Tonkin,  Fore- 
street,  Bodmin.] 

FISHING  AT  SHANKLIN,  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Cook,  he  will  find 
pollack,  bass,  conger,  and  whiting  worth  his  atten- 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"  In  early  years  I  saw  some  of  Buckland's  ex- 
periments, and  later  on  was  in  communication  with 
Francis  Francis  and  others,  and  for  the  last  thirty 
years  have  been  in  close  touch  with  acclimatisation 
matters  in  New  Zealand,  and  am  now  one  of  the 
council  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society. 

"  During  the  past  few  years  I  have  paid  a  good  deal 
of  attention  to  bacteriology,  and  it  has  occurred 
to  me  to  apply  bacteriological  principles  to  the 
transmission  of  trout  ova.  Wliy  it  did  not  occur 
to  me  before  I  cannot  say,  and  plead  guilty,  but  I 
have  sinned  in  good  company.  For  although  it  has 
long  been  recognised  that  cleanliness  was  essential, 
yet  as  far  as  I  know  no  thorough  cleanliness,  such 
as  a  bacteriologist  or  an  up-to-date  surgeon 
requires,  has  been  attempted. 

"  We  cannot  sterilise  our  patients,  neither  can 
we  sterilise  ova,  but  we  can  keep  them  clean,  and 
we  can  sterilise  our  instruments,  cotton-wool, 
bandages,  etc.,  and  so  it  occurred  to  me  we  can 
sterilise  the  moss  or  other  vehicle  in  which  ova  are 
packed.  Glass  perforated  trays  might  be  used  and 
sterilised,  and  the  water  also  sterilised  before  being 
converted  into  ice,  etc. 

"  If  this  be  done,  the  mortality  in  shipping  and 
sending  ova  short  or  long  distances  should  be 
reduced  to  a  certainty,  and  be  practically  nil. 

"  And  I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  I 
mean  sterilisation,  and  not  disinfection  with 
chemicals.  Sterilisation  by  steam  in  a  suitable  copper 


of  our  last  shipment  to  you  per  ss.  Athenic,  which 
left  here  last  Thursday,  l'2th  inst.  Mr.  Deans  tells 
me  there  are  eight  trays,  and  that  the  tray  with 
the  sterilised  moss  is  on  the  top,  and  has  an  oval 
ticket  tacked  on  to  it.  The  other  seven  trays  are 
packed  with  sphagnum  moss  well  washed  and 
cleaned,  but  not  .sterilised.  The  butter-cloth  lining 
was  also  sterilised  in  the  top  box. 

'*  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you,  either  personally 
or  through  Mr.  Russell,  our  secretary,  whether  on 
arrival  at  home  you  find  any  difference  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  ova  in  the  various  trays. 

"Attention  must  be  puid,  of  course,  to  tem- 
perature, but  I  would  sum  the  condition  up:  — 
Cold  temperature  plus  dirt  equal  large  mortality; 
cold  temperature  and  absolute  cleanliness  equal  no 
mortality. 

"  Excuse  lengthy  writing,  the  whole  or  portion 
of  which  is  entirely  at  your  service  for  publication. 

"P.S.— The  88.  Athenic  left  Lyttelton,  New 
Zealand,  with  ova  on  board  on  12th  inst.  for  Wel- 
lington, New  Zealand,  and  leaves  Wellington  on 
19th  inst.  for  home.  This  should  reach  you  about 
a  fortnight  before  arrival  of  Athenic." 


George  Borrow  and  Oulton  Broad. 

It  would  have  lent  additional  interest  to  my 
fishing  on  Oulton  Broad  if  I  had  known  ^that 
George  Borrow,  the  celebrated  author,  lived^  and 


Death  of  Mr.  G.  C.  Corbie. 

Mr.  Philip  Geen  looked  in  the  other  morning 
to  ask  me  if  I  had  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  G.  C. 
Corbie,  the  secretary  of  the  Lea  Conservancy.  I 
had  not,  and  was  sorry  to  hear  of  it,  as  he  was 
comparatively  young,  and  always  very  courteous 
and  friendly  to  anglers.  His  death  was  somewhat 
sudden,  as  Mr.  Geen  had  been  expecting  him  to 
join  him  for  some  shooting  next  week. 

Bacteriology  applied  to  Shipments  of  Fish  Eggs- 
Experiment  in  Sterilising  Moss  for  Packing. 

The  following  interesting  letter  from  Dr.  Harry 
A.  de  Lautour  contains,  I  think,  the  first  account 
of  experiments  in  sterilising  the  moss,  etc.,  in 
which  fish  eggs  are  packed  for  transportation. 
Fish  breeders  have  hitherto  attached  great  import- 
ance to  having  live  moss  which  will  live  through 
the  journey— if  it  dies  and  decomposes  it  must  be 
bad  for  the  eggs.  But  the  eggs  do  not  require  any 
live  vegetation,  and  as  long  as  they  have  some- 
thing sweet  and  clean  and  soft  and  springy  to 
rest  on,  it  is  all  they  want,  except  oxygen  and  a 
temperature  near  the  freezing  point  to  retard 
development.  It  will  be  interesting  to  note  how 
the  eggs  do  on  the  sterilised  moss  in  the  shipment 
due  to-day  from  New  Zealand. 

Here  is  Dr.  Lautour's  letter:  — 

"  Bond- street.  Dunedin,  N.Z. 
"July  12,  1906. 
"Dear  Me.  Marston,— I  am  writing  you  re 
the  shipment  of  trout  ova  which  we  are  sending 
this  week  to  you  per  ss.  Athenic.  You  may  pos- 
sibly remember  meeting  me  in  1898  at  your  ofQ^c 
in  Fetter-lane,  when  I  was  on  a  visit  home,  and 
you  kindly  asked  me  to  call.  I  had  previously 
written  an  article  for  Mr.  Senior  in  the  Field  on 
'  Acclimatisation  in  New  Zealand,'  and  was  at  the 
time  interested  in  a  shipment  of  frozen  trout  which 
were  sent  to  me  as  president  of  the  Waitaki  Accli- 
matisation Society,  New  Zealand,  which  were 
exhibited  at  the  Aquarium. 


The  House  in  which  George  Boeeow  died  on  Oulton  Bboad,  Suffolk. 

From  a  hitherto  unpublished  drawing  by  his  stepdaunhter,  Henrietta  Clarke  (Mrs.  McOubrey),  who  dieil 
recently.    The  summer-house  where  "  Lavengro  "  was  written  is  shown  on  the  left. 


steriliser,  easily  enough  obtained  from  any  makers, 
but  it  should  be  made  of  copper  throughout,  and 
not  of  different  metals,  as  is  generally  the  case,  for 
then  galvanic  action  sets  in  and  the  steriliser  leaks. 
This  does  not  occur  when  copper  alone  is  used. 

•'  However,  working  out  my  idea,  I  procured 
some  ordinary  moss,  and  after  slight  washing  in 
clean  water,  took  an  ounce  by  weight  and  gave 
this  a  thorough  washing  in  slightly  warm,  not  hot, 
water,  for  I  did  not  want  to  kill  any  germs.  I 
collected  the  waste  water  and  filtered  it  in  ordinary 
blotting  paper,  and  collected  the  dirty  filtrate, 
which  after  forty-eight  hours  weighed  3^  drachms 
(3|  drachms  out  of  8  drachms  of  moss!).  From 
the  dirty  water  I  took  a  platinum  loopful,  about 
half  a  drop,  and  inoculated  a  bacteriological 
gelatine  tube,  which  in  forty-eight  hours  showed 
an  abundant  growth  of  micro-organisms,  and 
which  rapidly  liquefied  the  gelatine. 

"  This  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  that  ordinary 
moss  or  any  other  vehicle,  unless  thoroughly 
cleaned,  must  contain  germs  which,  under  the 
usual  methods  of  transit,  must  almost  of  necessity 
contaminate  the  ova,  and  kill  it,  or  a  proportion 
of  it. 

"I  am  making  experiments  on  the  moss,  etc., 
used  in  packing  the  ova  from  Blagdon  and  fiom 
Lord  Denbigh,  also  some  sphagnum  moss  obtained 
from  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  known  as  Flagstaff 
Mountain.  In  all  of  these  I  have  obtained  abund- 
ant micro-organisms,  which  I  am  cultivating  and 
examining. 

"As  an  experiment,  I  got  some  sphagnum  moss  and 
sterilised  it  by  steaming  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  on  two  successive  days,  and  gave  this  to  our 
manager,  Mr.  Deans,  to  place  in  one  of  the  trays 


died  on  its  banks.  Mr.  C.  K.  Shorter,  editor  of 
the  Sphere,  has  given  some  account  of  Borrow's 
connection  with  Oulton  in  his  paper,  and  has 
kindly  lent  me  the  accompanying  illustration.  I 
believe  there  has  been  a  considerable  revival  in 
interest  in  Borrow's  works  of  late — copies  of  the 
first  edition  of  his  "■  Bible  in  Spain,  or  the  Journey- 
ings  of  an  Englishman,"  published  in  1843,  fetch 
between  £4  and  £5;  his  "Romany  Rye,"  first 
edition,  1857,  £1  to  £2. 

Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland— A  Scottish 
angler  charged  with  Wholesale  Slaughter. 

Judge  Prowse,  of  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  who 
has  done  so  much  in  inipro\'ing  salmon  fisliing, 
sends  me  the  following  note  :— 

"  Our  salmon  fisliing  this  season  has  been  re- 
markably good,  fish  have  been  very  abundant,  and 
quite  a  stream  of  tourists  and  anglers  have 
been  visiting  the  old  Colony— the  most  distin- 
guished being  Earl  Grey  and  his  family.  His 
lordship,  u-ith  the  Countess  and  his  daughter 
Lady  P^velyn,  came  on  to  St.  John's,  but  the  son, 
Lord  Howlck,  with  Lady  Howick  and  Lady  Sibyl 
Grey,  remained  on  the  West  Coast  fisliing.  No 
attractions  of  the  capital  could  lure  them  from 
their  pleasant  occupation.  They  enjoyed  the  sport 
of  their  fives.  Tneir  big  catch  has  been  duly 
recorded  by  cable,  so  I  need  say  no  more  about  it. 

"Many  good  fish  have  been  taken,  but  whilst 
none  were  much  over  301b.,  both  the  river  wardens 
and  the  anglers  report  seing  many  40-pounders  in 
the  big  pools.  Every  experienced  fisherman  knows 
how  often  they  lie  about,  and  wiU.  look  at  no  fly  or 
alluring  bait  of  any  kind.    Late  in  the  season  this 
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occurs  more  frequently  in  Newfoundland  than 
almost  anywhere  else.  Reports  have  been  received 
at  the  Fishery  Department  of  several  unsports- 
manlike acts  by  visitors— such  as  'jigging'  the  big 
fish  in  the  pools— but  the  very  worst  case  that  has 
come  imder  my  notice  deserves  to  be  recorded  in 
your  journal  for  universal  condemnation.  When 
first  the  story  got  circulated  that  a  Scotch  gentle- 
man, reputed  to  be  a  milhonaire,  had  gone  to  Little 
River,  on  the  south  coast,  some  thirty  miles  east 
of  the  Burges  Islands,  and  had  there  taken  some 
hundreds  of  salmon  and  left  them  to  rot  on  the 
shore,  one  could  hardly  beheve  that  such  an  out- 
rage was  possible  ;  but  I  have  heard  the  official 
account  of  the  transaction  from  Mr.  J.  J.  O'Reilly, 
Inspector  of  Customs,  who  visited  the  spot  and  saw 
the  heaps  of  dead  fish.  It  now  turns  out  that  the 
perpetrator  of  this  outrage  is  one,  Mr.  J.  F.  Muir, 
of  Deanston  House,  Deanston,  Perthsliire.  He 
admitted  to  me  that  he  had  killed  a  great  number 
of  fish,  but  not  500,  as  currently  reported.  One  of 
his  excuses  was  the  run  of  fish  was  small,  not  averag- 
ing over  31b.  The  perpetrator  of  such  an  act 
deserves  to  be  known,  so  I  send  you  the  facts  and 
enclose  his  card." 

Every  angler  will,  I  am  sure,  share  in  the  indig- 
nation expressed  by  Judge  Prowse  at  what  appears 
to  be  a  wanton  destruction  of  salmon,  absolutely 
inexcusable.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  is 
practically  free  to  visitors  to  Newfoundland— 
how  long  vM  it  remain  so  if  visitors  butcher  salmon 
wholesale  and  leave  them  to  rot  on  the  banks  ? 

Presuming,  of  course,  that  the  facts  are  as  stated, 
I  can  only  suggest  to  Mr.  Muir  that  he  ought  to' 
apologise,  and  send  Judge  Prowse  10,000  of  the 
best  British  bro^vn  trout  eggs  he  can  get  for  stocking 
some  suitable  Newfoundland  lake.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Newioundland  Government  will 
adopt  stern  measures  to  put  down  the  "  jigging  " 
of  salmon  which  Judge  Prowse  says  is  resorted 
to  by  some  visitors. 

Messrs.  Ginn  and  Company,  9,  St.  Martin's- 
street,  London,  will  shortly  publish  "Mountain 
Wild  Flowers  of  America,"  a  new  work  by  the 
well-known  Canadian  writer,  Julia  W.  Henshaw, 
dealing  with  the  mountain  wild  flowers  of  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  The  book  will  be  illus- 
trated with  one  hundred  and  one  full-page  illustra- 
tions, done  from  the  original  photographs  taken 
by  the  author  in  the  mountain  regions. 


Making  what  Walton  called  "  A  Business  of  a 
Recreation." 

The  Vice-Provost  of  Eton,  Mr.  F.  Warre  Cornish, 
M.A.,  must  have  had  Izaak  Walton's  warning  to 
anglers  not  to  make  a  business  of  angling  in  mind 
when  he  penned  the  following  remarks  which  I 
take  from  his  pleasant  article,  entitled  "  The  Face 
of  the  Land,"  in  the  September  Cornhill : — 

"  The  days  are  gone  by  -when  a  moderate  artist 
could  hope  to  catch  a  Hampshire  trout.  The 
amateur  is  pushed  aside  ;  fishing  is  for  the  bag. 
To  spend  an  idle  day  by  the  waterside  and  only 
bring  home  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  is  '  spoihng  the 
water,'  and  only  a  less  misdemeanour  than  poaching. 
Anghng  is  no  longer  the  contemplative  man's 
recreation.  Contemplation  is  out  of  place  ;  and 
as  for  recreation,  sports  and  games  are  now  grim 
business  into  which  no  thought  of  amusement  may 
enter.  Who  dares  to  look  at  the  beauties  of  Dirleton 
links  when  he  is  striding  along  with  a  golf  club  ? 
You  may  not  hft  your  eyes  to  the  mountain  out 
shooting  for  fear  of  missing  something,  and  even 
as  you  walk  home  somebody  wants  to  make  a 
record  of  miles  covered.  With  the  bicycle,  and, 
worst  of  all,  the  motor,  it  is  the  same — how  many 
miles,  how  many  minutes — as  if  it  mattered.  So 
if  you  ever  fish  in  a  chalk  stream  at  all  don't  imagine 
you  may  use  it  for  your  pleasure,  as  Charles  Kingsley 
did,  but  remember  your  responsibiUty.  '  No  one 
need  try  to  hke  oysters,'  said  the  philosopher  ; 
'  there  are  never  too  many  for  those  who  do.'  And 
so  with  trout  streams.  Those  fish  which  you  scared 
jtist  now,  and  which  shot  up  stream  (or,  still  worse, 
down  stream,  scudding  to  right  and  left,  and 
ousting  others  from  quiet  corners),  will  sulk  for  an 
hour,  and  your  successor,  more  deserving  than 
yourself,  will  have  no  sport." 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  this.  Many  dry- 
fly  anglers  affect  a  precision  which  is  simply 
damnable. 


The  International  Angling  Competition  at 
Ballancourt. 

M.  Ph.  Linet.  the  editor  and  director  of  the  French 
angling  paper  Le  Pecheur,  writes  to  me  as  follows  :  — 

"  Several  presidents  of  English  anghng  clubs  have 
written  to  me  as  editor  of  Le  Pecheur,  the  organ  of 
the  French  fishing  associations,  asking  for  infor- 
mation about  an  angling  match  which  certain  persons 
intend  to  organise  at  Ballancourt  (Seine-et-Oise) 
in  September,  and  in  which  they  have  asked 
the  participation  of  EngUsh  anglers,  stating, 
erroneously,  that  this  affair  is  organised  in  remem- 
brance of  the  international  competitions  of  Ballan- 
court and  Henley  in  1905." 

The  editor  of  Le  Pecheur  begs  me  to  say  that  he 
has  "  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  this  affair 
announced  for  September,  takes  no  part  in  it,  and 
that  the  correlation  which  its  organise -s  invoke  does 
not  exist  at  all."  He  adds  that  he  advises  all  his 
friends  in  England  to  beware  of  such  enterprises 
organised  by  people  who  have  nothing  to  do  with 
angling. 

In  view  of  the  position  which  M.  Linet  holds,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  the  moving  spirit  of  the  last 
international  affair  at  Ballancourt,  his  statements 
demand  attention.  It  would  be  well  if  those  anglers 
in  this  country  M'ho  think  of  going  to  compete  would 
satisfy  themselves  that  those  who  are  organising 
this  new  affair  have  the  support  of  the  leading 
French  angling  societies.  We  know  something  of 
the  almost  comical  jealousy  which  exists  between 
angling  associations  even  in  this  country,  and  it 
does  not  follow  that  because  M.  Linet  is  not  sup- 
porting this  affair  that  therefore  it  is  not  worthy  of 
notice  by  those  who  care  about  these  "  inter- 
national "  contests.  The  affair  announced  for 
September  has,  at  any  rate,  the  advantage  over  the 
last  held  at  Ballancourt — namely,  that  it  is  not  an 
angling  contest  held  in  the  middle  of  the  fence 
months.  When  I  mentioned  this  unsportsmanlike 
proceeding  to  a  French  angler,  he  said,  "  Mais,  mon 
Z)ieM,  we  have  not  got  any  fence  months  in  France  !  " 
I  said,  "  Then  it  is  time  you  began  to  have  them  !  " 

R.  B.  Makston. 


IN  SEAKCH  OF  EEST  AND  QUIET. 

By  the  "  Amateur  Angler." 

These  two  little  words  represent  exactly  what  I 
had  been  dreaming  of  for  some  weeks.  I  said  I 
will  go  far  away  to  some  cosy  nook,  where  the 
madding  crowds  of  a  great  city  are  for  ever  unheard, 
and  where  motor-cars  have  not  yet  penetrated,  and 
— here  I  am,  in  a  quiet  corner  of  an  old  house  on 
the  side  of  a  hill  surrounded  by  an  almost  perfect 
circle  of  still  higher  hills,  some  of  them  wooded  to 
their  summits  ;  others  cultivated,  showing  every 
variety  of  greens  of  meadows  and  turnips,  the  dark 
foUage  of  trees,  and  the  yellow  fields  of  waving 
corn,  here  and  there  grim  tops  of  bare  mountains  ; 
and  I  said  that  "  if  peace  can  be  found  in  the  world, 
the  heart  that  is  humble  might  look  for  it  here." 
The  semi-circular  view  that  I  get  from  this  window 
extends  probably  twenty  miles,  and  from  the  other 
side  of  the  house  I  get  the  other  half  of  the  circle 
with  eqvially  distant  and  attractive  views.  A  little 
higher  up  the  view  extends  in  some  directions  for 
fifty  miles.  There  are  only  a  few  houses  scattered 
hereabouts  ;  no  traffic,  no  vehicles,  no  noise  of  any 
kind,  except  occasionally  the  barking  of  a  dog,  the 
lowing  of  a  cow,  or  the  distant  snorting  of  a  railway 
engine  as  it  winds  up  the  valley.  Down  yonder,  a 
mile  away,  flows  the  Wye.  a  broad  and  mighty 
river,  hidden  from  my  present  view  by  rows  of 
trees,  by  a  big  and  scattered  village,  by  the  square 
tower  of  the  old  church,  and  by  the  ruins  of  an  old 
castle.  Happily,  motor-cars  laave  not  yet  found 
their  way  up  here,  though  they  do  run  through  the 
valley.  It  was  not  far  from  here  that  one  of  them 
nearly  slew  a  royal  Duke. 

Apropos  of  this  untoward  incident,  I  was  travel- 
ling the  other  day  in  a  crowded  railway  carriage 
down  the  Golden  Valley — my  friend  found  that  his 
shoulder  was  being  made  the  pillow  for  a  jolly  young 
farmer  "  half  seas  over  "  and  a  little  more.  On 
being  roused  up,  he  cried  out,  as  if  continuing  part 
of  his  dream,  "  I  say,  it  was  the  Duke's  fault ;  that's 
my  opinion,  an'  I  dunna  care  who  knows  it.  The 
accident  happened  close  to  my  house.  I  say  the 
motor  was  goin'  forty  miles  an  hour,  an'  I  can 
prove  it  ;  that's  my  opinion.  Perhaps  some  other 
member  of  the  present  company  will  be  good  enough 
to  contradict  me  or  to  favour  us  with  his  opinion  ?  " 


"  How  can  you  prove  it  ?  "  said  one.  "  Provejit !  " 
says  he  ;  "  this  way.  The  Duke  started  'from 
(so-and-so)  at  a  certain  hour,  and  he  was  here  at  a 
certain  hour  (naming  it).  The  distance  is  (so-and-so) ; 
that  means  twenty-five  miles  an  hour  right  on 
without  let  or  hindrance.  In  course  there  must  ha' 
been  many  a  stop  or  slow  up  on  that  up-and-down 
road,  so  I  say  it,  and  stick  to  it,  that  when  he  came 
on  our  level  road  he  must  ha'  made  up  for  it  by 
going  at  least  forty  miles  an  hour  !  Can  any  o'  you 
gents  contradict  that  ?  I  wait  for  a  reply.  No 
answer  ;  well,  then,  I  say  again  it  was  the  Duke's 
own  fault,  an'  if  he'd  bin  a  poor  man  he'd  a'  bin 
fined  ;  that's  my  opinion.  I'm  gettin'  out  at  this 
station,  an'  if  any  or  all  o'  you'll  come  along  down 
to  my  house  my  missis  '11  give  you  as  good  a  cup  o' 
tea  as  ever  you  had  in  your  lives,  and  all  the 
et  ceteras."    And  off  he  went. 

To  come  back  from  this  digression.  "  Now," 
said  I  to  myself,  "  you  have  found  the  rest  and  quiet 
you  were  dreaming  of,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
with  them  ?  " 

I  have  already  discovered  that  the  air  of  this 
place  is  pure  and  bracing.  The  church,  which  is 
still  higher  up,  commands  lovely  views  all  round  it. 
The  churchyard  contains  two  grand  old  yew-trees 
which  might  have  provided  bows  for  Robin  Hood. 
One  of  them  is  just  25ft.  in  circumference  at  a 
height  of  about  5ft.  from  the  ground,  and  the  other 
looks  as  big.  The  churchyard  is  very  large  and 
nearly  devoid  of  inhabitants — a  proof  of  the  health- 
fulness  of  the  parish.  Within  a  compass  of  twelve 
square  yards  I  found  the  names  of  six  old  folks  whose 
united  age  was  503,  being  an  average  of  eighty-four, 
all  of  which  goes  to  prove  that  I  have  hit  upon  a 
spot  where  the  average  of  hfe  is  long,  and  that  life 
is  really  worth  hving. 

Having  thus  fixed  my  headquarters,  I  have  now 
to  settle  how  I  can  best  occupy  my  time.  My  first 
walk  descending  from  this  Arcadia  down  through 
the  old  village  was  I  am  bound  to  confess  a  dis- 
illusionment. In  a  main  thoroughfare  leading  to 
the  station  an  old  beldame  rushed  out  of  a  passage 
after  a  little  girl  of  five,  cursing  her  in  the  most 
unmentionably  disgusting  language  ;  then  another 
pretty  little  toddler  of  about  three  years  old  came 
out  of  another  door,  and  screamed  and  hissed  at 
the  old  woman  like  a  venomous  little  adder,  as  if  no 
particle  of  good  had  ever  entered  her  tiny  head, 
using  such  horribly  filthy  and  abominable  words  as 
I  could  not  have  conceived  it  possible  for  any  human 
being  to  imagine  or  utter  ;  it  really  made  me 
shudder.  Of  course,  she  could  not  have  known 
what  she  was  saying,  the  words  came  so  ghbly 
from  her  little  lips  ;  she  must  have  been  carefully 
and  regularly  taught  them  by  her  disreputable 
,  parents.  Nothing  worse  could  possibly  have  been 
said  or  said  with  moi'e  dramatic  effect  in  any  slum 
of  the  great  cities.  In  two  days  I  have  already 
learnt  that  within  a  mile  of  my  peaceful  Arcadia 
the  devil  has  got  a  sure  grip  ;  the  demon  of  drink 
is  at  the  bottom  of  it  all.  Human  nature  left  to 
itself  is  just  as  rampantly  wicked  in  the  peaceful 
country  as  in  the  slums  of  a  town. 

Last  night  and  this  morning  the  rain  came  down 
in  torrents,  but  this  afternoon  and  evening  the  sun 
shone  brigbtly,  and  the  scene  from  my  alcove  is 
glorious — beyond  my  power  of  description.  My 
first  inquiry  was  about  the  fishing,  for  although  I  am 
now  too  old  to  care  about  undergoing  any  great 
fatigue  or  exertion,  yet  the  old  passion  survives. 
I  met  with  a  jolly  old  gentleman,  who,  although  he 
is  no  fisherman,  yet  he  is  well  known  in  all  the 
country-side  ;  he  most  kindly  volunteered  to  get 
me  permits  all  round  (and  especially  from 
Lady  S. ),  whether  for  salmon  or  tfout;  there 
are  on  this  part  of  the  Wye  some  fine  salmon 
pools,  and  I  could  have  had  my  fling  at  the 
best  of  them,  but  I  am  no  salmon  fisher.  Then 
there  are  within  twenty  miles  of  this  spot  many 
tributaries  of  the  Wye  where  good  trout  fishing  is  to 
be  had,  and  if  my  new  old  friend  is  as  good  as  his 
word,  I  shall  get  all  I  want.  Up  to  now  the  streams 
have  all  been  too  low,  but  if  the  present  unsettled 
weather  continues  for  a  few  days,  this  objection  will 
be  removed,  and  if  anything  comes  of  it,  I  will  tell 
the  story.  Meanwhile,  let  me  add  here  that  my  old 
friend  William  Black,  who  knew  how  to  describe  a 
sunset,  could  hardly  ever  have  beheld  a  more 
glorious  one  than  that  which  faces  me  now,  and  is 
sinking  gradually  over  the  clear-cut  mountain  in 
front  of  me — the  under  rim  of  the  great  globe  resting 
for  a  few  seconds  on  the  ridge  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  upper  rim  supporting  a  great  black  rain-cloud  ; 
between  the  cloud  and  the  earth  is  a  great  fiery 
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furnace ;  and  now,  as  I  look  up,  it  has  vanished, 
leaving  an  afterglow  behind  the  clouds  which  shoots 
up  in  flames  of  gold.  This  has  been  a  singular  day  ; 
if  one  goes  out  with  a  walking-stick  one  is  caught  in 
a  downpour  ;  if  with  an  umbrella,  then  the  sun 
shines  brilHantly.  I  shall  go  a-fishing  to-morrow, 
the  weather  and  "  my  lady  "  permitting. 


by  the  riverside,  himself  a  salmon  fisher  and  sports- 
man in  general,  that  there  was  some  very  good  trout 
fishing  to  be  had  close  at  hand  and  free  ;  as  for 
salmon  fishing  there  was  none  to  be  had  for  love  or 
money.  I  did  not  want  salmon  fishing,  so  that  did 
not  matter.  The  gentleman,  evidently  a  military 
man,  was  good  enough  to  walk  down  and  show  me 
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[Mrs.  Weaver,  Cwmlyddwr. 
The  Fbench  Baen,  before  the  Bays  were  filled  with  Hay. 
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The  French  Barn  on  Fire. 


[Mrs.  Weaver,  Cwmtyddiur. 


I  have  now  been  in  this  "  fit  retreat  of  health  and 
peace  just  a  week.  I  came  in  fine  weather,  but  it 
has  been  growing  worse  and  worse  every  day 
Yesterday  was  the  worst ;  it  rained  without  inter- 
mission most  of  the  day,  brightening  up  a  little 
towards  evenmg.  I  determined  to  explore  the  big 
river  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  Hitherto  I 
had  rather  despised  it  as  a  river  for  fly  fishing  for 
trout,  but  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  whom  I  met 


the  point  where  the  free  fishing  began  and  where  it 
ended— perhaps  a  hundred  yards;  "beyond  that 
point,"  said  he,  "  there  are  lots  of  fish— chub,  trout, 
and  dace— but  you  must  get  permission  from  a 
person  in  the  town,"  whom  he  named.  I  rushed  off 
promptly  to  the  person  in  the  town,  who,  for  a 
trifling  consideration,  told  me  I  was  free  to  fish  in 
this  protected  water,  but  he  did  not  tell  me,  and  it 
never  occurred  to  me  to  ask  him,  how  I  was  to  get  at 


this  water.  It  seemed  so  easy  to  get  from  the  free 
ground  to  the  preserved,  there  being  only  a  little 
brooklet  (which  I  had  not  even  noticed)  which 
separated  them. 

1  started  off  for  my  rod  and  tackle,  an  hour's 
hard  walking,  and  when  I  got  back  to  the  spot  the 
little  brooklet  had  suddenly  grown  up  into  a  rushing 
stream,  quite  impossible  for  me  without  waders  to 
ford — ordinarily  it  can  easily  be  crossed  dryshod. 
I  was  in  a  fix  ;  there  was  absolutely  no  other  access 
to  the  preserved  water  but  over  that  stream  which 
came  from  under  the.  railway  which  ran  alongside, 
but  high  above  the  river,  and  separated  also  from 
it  by  a  tall,  impenetrable  quickset  hedge.  My 
only  chance  seemed  to  be  to  follow  the  railway. 
So  T  chmbed  up  and  on  to  the  railway,  and,  at  the 
risk,  I  suppose,  of  some  penalty  for  trespass,  I 
followed  the  Une  and  the  thick  hedge  for  several 
hundreds  of  yards,  till  I  came  to  a  tall,  white 
gate,  which  had  painted  on  it,  "  Please  shut  this 
gate  "  ;  but  it  was  shut,  and  locked,  too.   I  climbed 
over  it,  and  was  then  in  the  meadow  of  protected 
river. 

I  wended  myjway  to  the  riverside,  which  was, 
nearly  the  whole  length  of  it,  closely  lined  with 
trees,  so  that  nowhere  was  it  possible  to  make  a 
cast,  though  doubtless  it  contained  many  spots 
admirably  suited  for  float  fishing  with  a  worm  or 
maggot ;  but  I  had  none  of  these.  It  is  perhaps 
needless  to  say  that  the  whole  length  of  the  river- 
side was  Uned  with  barbed  wire,  quite  protective 
and  impenetrable.  After  going  up  the  river 
towards  the  free  part,  where  a  couple  of  men  were 
pulling  out  fish  of  some  sort  as  fast  as  they  could 
with  worm  and  float  tackle,  I  at  last  found  a 
break  in  the  wire,  viciously  broken,  no  doubt,  by 
some  exasperated  angler.  I  got  through  this  and 
found  myself  on  the  banks  of  the  Wye. 

It  had  taken  me  quite  two  hours  to  get  there, 
and  during  that  time  the  river  had  swollen 
immensely,  and  was  now  the  colour  of  good  old 
DubUn  stout.  Very  good  for  bottom  fishing,  but 
for  fly  casting  absolutely  useless  to  attempt  it. 
The  two  fishermen  advised  me  to  wait,  as  the  river 
sometimes  goes  down  as  quickly  as  it  rises,  but  for 
one  afternoon  I  had  had  quite  enough  of  it.  I 
was  a  bit  tired,  not  disheartened.  I  think  I  rather 
hked  the  quandary  I  had  got  into,  and  which  I  was> 
not  out  of  yet.  I  had  to  get  back  down  the  meadow 
to  yonder  tall  white  gate ;  when  I  got  over  that  I 
was  still  a  prisoner  on  railway  premises,  and  no 
outlet  into  the  road  but  tramping  back  towards  the 
station,  where  I  ran  the  risk  of  being  locked  up  as 
a  trespasser  !  The  fence  between  the  rail  and  the 
road  was  here  a  very  high  black  boarded  one, 
quite  impossible  to  get  over.  I  followed  this  for 
a  considerable  distance  till  I  came  to  a  place  where 
a  couple  of  boards  had  been  knocked  off.  "  I 
think,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  I  think  I  can  squeeze 
through  that  opening."  I  tried  it,  but  it  was  no 
go.  I  managed  to  get  one  side  through,  but  for 
the  life  of  me  I  couldn't  get  the  other  half  through. 
A  very  pretty  exhibition  I  had  made  of  myself, 
half  through  and  half  not !  I  struggled  back  and 
wandered  on  disconsolately  till  I  came  to  a  timber- 
yard — not  a  soul  to  be  seen  anjnivhere.  I  wandered 
about  that  yard  for  some  time,  till  I  came  to  a  door 
with  a  great  padlock  on  it.  I  thought  it  useless 
to  try  that ;  but  I  did  try  it,  and  to  my  delight  it 
let  me  into  the  turnpike  road.  I  got  home  even- 
tually rather  fatigued.  It  was  the  end  of  my  first 
day's  fishing  !  I  was  not  a  bit  disheartened.  On 
the  contrary,  I  mean  to  have  another  go  at  the  river 
to-morrow. 

To-morrow  has  now  arrived,  and  this  is  what 
happened.  I  was  preparing  for  the  start,  when  a 
lady  rushed  into  my  room,  pale  and  distracted, 
crying  out,  "  A  terrible  thing  has  happened."  Mr. 
G.'s  man  (being  the  new  old  friend  I  mentioned  at 
first)  has  just  come  in  to  say  that  his  country 
residence,  a  couple  of  miles  away,  has  been  burnt 
to  the  ground,  all  his  valuables  destroyed,  and  he 
had  not  paid  his  insurance  !  It  meant  a  loss  of 
thousands  to  him.  This  terrible  affair  upset  my 
fishing  arrangements  for  this  day.  I  determined 
to  walk  over  and  have  a  look  at  the  wreck  of  the 
old  mansion  myself.  I  had  a  pleasant  ramble 
through  the  fields  till  I  came  near  the  spot,  when 
the  smoke  from  the  burning  edifice  coining  full  in 
my  face  had  a  very  pecuhar  smell,  not  at  all  like  what 
one  would  expect  from  the  ancient  timbers  of  an 
old  house,  and  then  I  came  in  sight  of  the  house 
itself,  which  did  not  look  one  bit  like  a  house 
afire.  On  the  contrary,  there  it  was,  placidly  sitting 
in  front  of  its  fine  old  laMTis  and  flower-beds  as  if 
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nothing  was  the  matter.  The  smoke  and  peculiar 
smell,  however,  were  stifling  as  I  walked  on.  At 
length  I  discovered  what  was  burning.  It 
was  a  French  barn  full  of  new  hay,  about  200 
yards  farther  on,  smouldering  and  blazing  away. 
I  at  length  got  round  to  the  Avindward  of  it,  for  a 
keen  westerly  -wind  was  fanning  and  bloAving  against 
it.  It  was  a  really  magnificent  sight.  It  was  a 
very  large  pile  diWded  into  five  separate  sections, 
part  hay,  part  clover,  and  covered  by  the  corrugated 
iron  roof,  which  fortunately  had  fallen  flat  on  the 
burning,  smouldering  mass,  and  to  some  extent 
protected  and  prevented  the  burning  bits  being 
blown  over  on  to  the  adjoining  farm  buildings, 
which  were  in  imminent  danger.  The  scene  was  so 
picturesque  that  I  found  a  lady  photographer  and 
sent  her  to  make  a  photograph  of  it. 

The  whole  of  the  woodwork  being  newly  coal- 
tarred  (as  if  on  purpose),  quickly  disappeared,  and 
what  remained  was  these  five  great,  dense  blocks 
of  hay  two  feet  apart,  out  of  which  jets  of  flame 
were  bursting  in  every  direction,  and  in  the  centre 
of  each  of  these  openings  one  could  see  great  roaring 
oven-like  caverns.  The  whole  heavy  mass  was 
afire,  and  no  engine  could  have  affected  it,  for 
the  fire  was  working  from  the  centre  outwards  ; 
it  wiU  take  days  to  burn  out.  The  barn  is  situated 
on  the  side  of  a  hill  facing  northward,  and  is  at 
any  time  a  conspicuous  object  as  seen  from  the 
.surrounding  hills,  and  to-night  when  the  great 
blaze  comes,  it  vfiW  be  seen  for  many  miles,  as  the 
smoke  is  now.  I  felt  so  interested  in  this  novel 
sight  that  I  walked  over  there  again  this  afternoon. 
I  found  a  very  intelUgent  man  in  charge.  The 
pile  was  still  blazing  in  fiery  spires  and  jets  over  top 
and  sides.  My  photographer  had  been  there  and 
taken  several  views.  My  opinion  is  that  the  cause 
was  spontaneous  combustion,  but  the  attendant, 
the  farmer,  and  all  the  knowing  ones  were  against 
me,  and  -were  decidedly  of  opmion  that  it  was 
caused  by  a  tramp  who  had  »^one  to  sleep  in  one 
of  the  openings.  It  was  first  discovered  by  the 
baiUS's  man  between  three  and  four  o'clock  by 
seeing  a  red  glare  through  his  window  curtains. 
It  was  then  a  grand  blaze,  for  the  woodwork  newly 
tarred  was  in  fine  condition.  He  got  up  imme- 
diately and  sent  off  for  an  engine.  Now  I  cannot 
but  fear  that  if  a  tramp  had  gone  in  there  to  smoke 
and  sleep  he  must  surely  have  been  asleep  before 
the  fire  was  discovered,  and  doubtless  suffocated  ; 
his  charred  remains  will  some  day  be  found  if  he 
ever  did  enter  that  awful  gulf.  When  the  engine 
came  no  water  could  be  found,  so  it  left  at  once  and 
the  fire  went  on.  The  barn  contained  a  hundred 
tons  of  new  hay  and  clover. 

I  enclose  a  photograph  of  the  French  barn  with 
cattle  and  a  shed  in  front  of  it  taken  a  few  weeks 
ago  before  the  bays  were  quite  filled  with  hay. 
If  Mrs.  Weaver  produces  as  good  a  one  of  the  fire 
it  will  be  interesting.  I  hope  to  get  it  in  a  day 
or  two. 

So  ends  my  second  attempt  at  fishing.    I  may 
make  a  third  and  last  attempt  on  Monday. 
{To  be  contdTvued.) 


COST  OF  FISHING  IN  CANADA. 

Although  the  cost  of  leasing  a  salmon  stream  in 
Canada  is,  of  course,  quite  heavy,  there  are  Cana- 
dian waters  where  salmon  and  bass  fishing  may  be 
had  at  comparatively  small  expense,  as  shown  by 
the  following  statement  from  "  New  Yorker,"  in 
reply  to  a  criticism  made  by  a  writer  using  the  pen 
name  of  "  Experience  "  :  — 

Surely  the  Press  correspondent  "  Experience  " 
must  be  mistaken  in  his  account  of  fishing  and  hotel 
experiences  in  the  Rideau  Lake  region  of  Canada. 
The  best  salmon  and  black  bass  fishing  is  between 
Rideau  Ferry  and  Portland,  and  for  the  former 
splendid  game  fish  trolling  in  water  200ft.  to  400ft. 
deep  is  necessary  ;  the  Ucence  to  fish  is  $2  per 
line,  and  the  cost  of  a  guide,  who  will  furnish  the 
total  outfit  of  boat,  bait,  and  tackle,  and  prepare 
meals  if  called  upon,  is  $1.50  to  $2  per  person  per 
day,  and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  guides  at  that ;  four 
salmon  per  line  per  day  is  the  limit  of  catch  allowed 
by  the  Government,  and  the  sport  of  securing  even 
one  of  the  gamy  Rideau  Lake  salmon  is  easily  worth 
the  Government  tax  and  infinitely  cheaper  than  any 
accessible  salmon  stream  in  the  United  States  can 
furnish  equal  sport  for. 

Hotels  are  few  and  far  between  on  the  Rideau 
Lake,  and  their  highest  charge  is  $2  per  day,  and 
weekly  board  under  $9.   The  steamboat  fares  are 


absurdly  low.  I  had  as  guests  a  party  of  eight 
adults  and  three  children — five  of  the  adults  and 
the  children  being  from  New  York  City  and  vicinity 
—on  July  23  for  a  trip  from  Smith's  Falls  to  Portland 
by  boat  (four  hours)  and  return  the  same  day,  with 
dinner  at  the  latter  place  for  the  whole  party.  The 
absolute  total  cost  was  $5  for  steamboat  fares  and 
$i  for  dinners,  and  the  dinner  was  quite  equal  in 
quality  to  the  average  of  New  England  hotels 
outside  of  the  larger  cities.  One  reason  why  the 
Canadian  Rideau  Lake  district  is  so  little  patronised 
by  Americans  is  because  of  its  absuid  cheapness. 
The  people  who  do  go  there  are  accustomed  to 
Canadian  economies,  and  all  tiriffs  are  adjusted 
thereto.  Thera  is  absolutely  no  "  bbeding  "  of 
Americans. — New  Yorker,  in  the  American 
Sportsmen's  Review. 


ANGLING  AT  MALDON,  ESSEX. 

To  quote  E.  A.  Fitch,  F.L.S. :  "  Maldon  stands 
on  a  hill  at  the  head  of  the  tidal  estuary  of  the  River 
Blackwater,  where  two  important  freshwater  rivers, 
the  Chelmer  and  Blackwater,  unite.  These  rivers 
both  rise  within  a  mile  of  each  other  in  the  north- 
west of  Essex,  and  after  flowing  for  upwards  of 
thirty-five  miles  through  the  county,  almost  join 
again  at  Beeleigh,  a  mile  above  their  common 
estuary.  Of  the  first  settlers  we  know  but  little. 
The  stone  implements  of  Palaeolithic  and  Neolithic 
man  have  been  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  have 
specimens  of  both  from  the  river  gravel  at  Maldon, 
and  flint  flakes  and  scrapers  from  Northey." 

The  ordinary  fare  from  Liverpool  -  street  to 
Maldon,  East  Essex,  is  3s.  3|d.  ;  the  same  class 
return  privilege  tickets  to  anglers  is  3s.  4d. 
Change  at  Witham.  Hotels  and  inns,  Blue  Boar, 
King's  Head,  Ship,  and  for  the  go-as-you-please 
rough-and-tumble  night  angler,  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton. Apartments  are  rather  scarce.  The  best 
months  for  canal  fishing  are  September  and  October. 
Fairly  good  sport  may  be  had  with  perch,  eels,  a 
few  tench  after  floods  with  the  worm,  and  with 
pike  at  the  proper  season  with  spoon  and  other 
artificial  baits.  The  angler  should  book  to  Maldon 
East,  the  next  station  being  too  far  away. 

Osea  Island. — This  island  is  situated  about  five 
miles  to  the  east  of  Maldon  up  the  estuary  of  the 
Blackwater  towards  the  sea,  and  may  be  reached 
by  small  screw  river  steamer.  The  return  fare  is 
9d.,  and  light  refreshments  can  be  obtained  on 
board.  Size  of  the  island  about  three  by  two  and  a 
half  miles.  Inhabitants  number  about  twenty 
persons.  No  inns,  one  general  store,  one  farm,  a 
dozen  cottages,  and  a  home  for  incapables.  Bathing 
very  good  from  the  beach  at  any  time  of  the  day. 

The  Canal  or  Cutting. — The  distance  from  Hey- 
bridge  Basin  to  Chelmsford  is  about  sixteen  miles. 
The  basin  is  a  harbour  for  gentlemen's  yachts  and 
a  little  shipping.  The  towpath  side  of  the  canal 
is  free  all  the  way  to  anglers,  and  by  the  presence  of 
circular  patches  of  charcoal  and  dried  weeds  it 
is  quite  clear  that  a  good  deal  of  night-line  fishing 
takes  place  above  Beeleigh.  I  think  this  should  be 
a  good  season  for  perch  in  the  canal,  particularly 
with  miimows,  as  one  cannot  mistake  the  disturb- 
ance made  here  and  there  by  fry  when  being  chased 
by  these  voracious  fish.  The  canal  is  locked  at 
the  basin  by  two  huge  gates,  and  two  more  hard 
by  to  hold  a  barge  and  stay  the  fresh  water.  The 
towpath  changes  from  side  to  side,  the  barge 
horse  passing  over  a  bridge  each  time  for  that 
purpose,  and  the  Une  being  again  attached  to  the 
floating  craft  on  the  other  side.  Fly-fishing  for 
roach  and  dace  seems  general.  I  saw  one  angler 
fishing  from  the  bridge  over  Beeleigh  Falls  cast  just 
below  the  rush  of  water  and  catch  several  dace  on 
very  fine  tackle.  Another  gentleman  secured  a  nice 
bag  with  the  fly  who  was  fishing  from  the  bank  one 
evening  with  a  light  grilse  rod,  the  sun  being  behind 
a  long  line  of  trees  on  the  opposite  side.  The  water 
was  gin-fine,  and  at  the  most  not  more  than  3ft. 
in  depth.  On  other  and  duller  days,  two  men  were 
on  this  water  in  separate  punts  eel  spearing,  but 
it  seemed  to  me  that  they  made  many  drives  before 
they  shook  out  an  eel.  It  is  just  possible  that  they 
were  novices  at  the  game,  and  did  not  know  the 
spots  that  the  eels  frequented.  I  walked  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  above  the  weir,  until  I 
came  to  a  turn  in  the  canal  separated  by  a  swing- 
gate  from  a  long  line  of  stunted  willow  trees,  and 
tried  what  seemed  a  good  spot  for  bream  on  the 
opposite  side.  The  leaves  of  some  overhanging 
branches  kissed  the  surface,  and  sedges  grew  very 
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high  (some  clusters  over  7ft.),  and  a  lovely  breeze 
caused  the  sound  from  the  aquatic  growth  to 
resemble  that  of  rain  ;  the  bank  being  suitable 
for  using  the  net,  I  resolved  to  unpack.  After 
soaking  some  bread  with  bran  and  a  little  barleymeal, 
and  squeezing  out  all  the  water  possible  for  ground- 
bait,  I  carefully  plumbed  the  depth,  used  what  is 
known  as  a  "  Hythe  Canal  bream  hook,"'  baited  with 
a  cockspur  worm,  and  fished  in  7ft.  of  water  with 
the  bait  about  3in.  or  4in.  from  the  bottom.  In 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  there  was  no  mistake 
about  a  bite,  the  float  (a  long  home-made  quill) 
changed  from  being  upright  to  sideways  in  sudden 
and  sundry  jerks,  and  soon  a  perch  weighing  about 
fib.  was  in  the  bag.  Out  of  seven  fisli  I  caught, 
four  of  them  required  the  disgorger.  They  bit  so 
well,  it  was  well-nigh  impossible  to  miss  a  fish  ; 
the  job  was  to  hook  them  in  their  mouths.  One 
morning  I  caught  a  perch  weighing  1  lb.  and  six 
eels  in  3ft.  of  water  under  an  arch.  Tiie  depth  of 
the  water  at  the  lock  gates  is  about  14ft.  I  tried 
bottom  fishing  with  ledger  tackle,  but  con tinu  illy 
got  fast  in  long  strings  of  that  fearful  pest  to  the 
angler,  flannel-weed.  There  is  a  clearing  with  no 
weeds  and  a  gravelly  bottom  for  bathing  near  here, 
which  is  much  used  by  youths  of  all  grades.  The 
spot  is  at  the  junction  of  a  private  backwater, 
and  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  early  in  the 
morning  a  skilful  angler  would  have  good  sport, 
using  proper  bait  and  tackle,  later  in  the  season. 
Many  very  fine  eels  are  taken  on  night  lines  that 
would  escape  on  the  tackle  generally  used ;  but 
on  one  occasion  an  eel  weighing  21b.  was  taken 
on  tench  tackle.  "  The  variety  of  sport  to  be 
derived  from  sea-fishing  is  great,  and  its  votaries  will 
not  need  them  to  be  particularised,  while  amateurs 
can  learn  best  by  following  the  instructions  of  their 
fellow-sportsmen."  A.  H. 


KALAMAZOO  FLY  AND  BAlT 
CASTING  TOUKNAMENT. 

SEVERAL  RECORDS  BROKEN. 

At  the  Kalamazoo  (Mich.)  bait  and  fly-casting 
tournament,  Aug.  3  and  4,  a  large  number  of 
contestants  competed,  and  several  records  were 
broken. 

The  first  event,  accuracy  and  delicacy  fly-casting, 
was  won  by  Fred  N.  Peet,  of  Chicago. 

Dehcacy  and  accuracy  bait-casting  (Joz.  weights) 
won  by  Wm.  Stanley,  of  Chicago. 

Distance  and  accuracy  won  by  Reuben  Leonard. 

Long  distance  fly-casting  won  by  Reuben  Leonard 
first,  and  E.  J.  Mills  second. 

In  salmon  casting  (for  a  record).  Mills  won  with 
139ft.  (with  18ft.  rod)  ;  Leonard,  second,  with 
127ft.  (with  16ft.  rod).  The  wind  was  responsible 
for  record  scoring.  The  American  record  is  I43ft., 
the  English  record  150ft. 

Distance  and  accuracy  bait-casting  (joz. 
weights)  won  by  E.  R.  Owens,  captain  of  the 
Kalamazoo  Club,  with  98.10  per  cent.  ;  Wm. 
Stanley,  second,  with  98.07  per  cent.  ;  0.  J. 
Loomis,  third,  with  98.01  ;  G.  A.  Hinterleitner 
scored  97.14  ;  H.  Wheeler  Perce,  97.13,  and  Fred 
Peet,  97.09. 

The  closing  event  of  the  tourney  was  the  long 
distance  |oz.  bait  cast,  which  was  won  by  Abe 
Rabbers,  of  Chicago,  with  a  record  of  182ft.  lOin. 
R.  C.  Leonard,  of  New  York,  won  second  place  with 
a  cast  of  167ft.  E.  R.  Letterman,  of  Chicago, 
cast  147ft.  and  won  sixth.  O.  J.  Loomis  and  O.  H. 
Becher,  of  Chicago,  both  won  eighth  and  tenth 
places  respectively.  The  committee  in  charge  of 
awards  will,  during  the  next  few  days,  determine 
the  winner  of  the  all-round  championship  in  the 
fly-casting  events.  This  honour  vnll  likely  go  to 
R.  C.  Leonard,  who  won  first  in  the  accuracy  and 
distance  fly  casts. — Forest  and  Stream. 


New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs  in  England. — 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
at  last  succeeded  in  getting  his  interesting  ex- 
periment into  train.  Anglers  will  watch  keenly  to 
see  what  comes  of  the  ova,  and  whether  the 
New  Zealanders  will  bring  their  habit  of  rapid 
growth  with  them.  The  Loch  Leven  ova  appear 
to  have  done  better  than  the  others,  and  they 
began  to  hatch  both  at  Blagdon  and  Holywell  on 
Aug.  21.  By  now  they  must  all  have  hatched  out, 
and  we  hope  that  they  will  go  on  well. — Field. 
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A  CALIFOENIAJBASKING  SHAEK. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  July  30.— A  basking  shark 
of  the  enormous  weight  of  36001b.,  the  largest  ever 
taken  off  the  south-west  coast,  was  captured  by 
fishermen  from  the  little  resort  of  Venice. 

It  is  these  fishermen's  custom  to  use  seines  in  the 
inshore  waters,  where  they  take  many  surf  fish, 
yellowfin,  halibut,  and  other  shallow  water  fish. 
Sharks  have  been  unusually  numerous  this  year,  but 
none  have  been  observed  so  close  in  shore  as  the 
place  where  the  seines  were  drawn,  not  over  300ft. 
from  the  beach.  On  this  occasion,  two  of  the 
fishermen  had  a  small  set  seine,  which  they  had  left 
out  -all  night.  Such  seines  are  supported  by  many 
cork  floats,  strung  on  the  upper  cord  of  the  net. 
Great  was  the  fishermen's  surprise,  therefore,  when, 
on  going  out  to,  their  trap  in  the  morning,  they 
could  fiiid  no  trace  even  of  the  seine  itself,  let 
alone  the  boat-load  of  fish  they  had  expected.  A 
terrific  thrashing  about,  however,  was  plainly  in 
evidence  a  few  hundred  yards  out,  and  there,  as 
they  discovered  on  rowing  out,  was  the  cause  of  ,all 
their  trouble.  A  huge  basker  had  become  entangled 
in  the  net,  and  while  the  strong  cord  had  held  hard 
and  fast,  he  had  pulled  up  the  entire  seine,  containing 
many  pounds  of  fish,  and  moved  out  to  sea  with  it. 

The  shark  could  not  dive,  nor  could  he  swim 
away.  Repeated  blows  with  an  oar  failed  to  kill 
him,  and  the  fishermen  were  compelled  to  return 
to  shore  to  get  a  spear  with  which  to  despatch  the 
monster.    On  their  return,  the  shark  was  nowhere 


Out  in  the  channel  there  are  huge,  uncouth 
"  belaying-pin  "  fish,  which  are  the  finest  fighters 
in  the  world  if  hooked  with  such  tackle  that  he 
cannot  bite  the  leaders  in  twain.  Avalon  also  holds 
the  world's  records  on  these  fish. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  these,  there  has  never  before, 
since  Cahfornia  was  known  and  Avalon  became  the 
paradise  of  anglers,  been  taken  such  a  huge  tiger 
of  the  sea  as  this  off  the  south-west  coast.  Since 
then,  there  have  been  seen  many  huge  sharks  in 
the  channel,  and  there  are  now  several  fishermen  on 
CataHna  waiting  for  a  chance  to  go  after  these 
fellows  with  the  light  tackle  which  they  have  used 
successfully  against  the  yellowtail  and  the  black 
sea  bass.  But  the  bass,  which  is  the  heaviest  of 
coast  game  fish,  weighs  but  a  trifle  over  4001b.  at 
his  best ;  these  giants  of  deeper  waters  almost  all 
will  tip  the  scales  at  more  than  a  ton.  How  the 
adventurous  anglers  will  come  out  is  a  matter  for 
much  speculation  and  of  not  a  little  interest  to  all 
the  fishermen  of  this  region. —Harry  H.  Dunn,  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


MOEE  EEMINISCENCES  OF 
FEANCIS  FEANCIS. 
By  James  Thurlow. 

[The  following  interesting  reminiscences  of  our  old 
friend,  Francis  Francis,  for  so  many  years  angling 
editor  of  the  Field,  were  written  at  my  suggestion 


Basking  Shark  Caught  at  Venice,  Cal.    Weight,  3600lb. 


to  be  seen,  and  a  search  over  many  miles  of  sea 
resulted  before  the  great  fish  was  finally  located. 

By  this  time  he  had  almost  escaped  from  the 
seine  and  was  feebly  struggling  about  in  the  trough 
of  the  sea,  apparently  having  been  engaged  in  a 
fierce  battle  with  the  tangled  cordage  all  night. 
Here  he  was  easily  harpooned  and  then  was  towed 
into  the  little  port,  where  he  was  an  object  of 
curiosity  to  visitors  for  miles  around.  Eventually 
the  dead  fish  was  taken  in  charge  by  the  railroad 
company,  and  removed  to  another  resort,  where  it 
was  a  feature  until  the  odour  from  the  carcase 
became  so  terrific  that  it  was  removed. 

Sharks  frequently  appear  in  the  channel.  Two 
hammerheads,  seen  between  San  Pedro  and  CataUna 
last  summer,  were  estimated  by  old  fishermen  to 
weigh  not  less  than  a  ton  apiece,  while  the  world's 
record  shark,  taken  on  rod  and  line,  is  held  by  a 
one-time  angler  of  Avalon,  whose  famous  catch 
weighed,  I  beUeve,  5341b. 

But  fish  of  this  kind  seldom  come  so  close  inshore 
as  did  this  one,  and  the  only  excuse  so  far  given 
for  the  creature's  strange  action  is  that  it  was 
attracted  from  outside  by  some  unusually  large 
catch  of  edible  fish  in  the  seine. 

Besides  the  hammerheads  and  the  baskers,  there 
are  also  immense  numbers  of  httle  leopard  sharks 
and  the  common  dog  sharks  all  along  the  coast. 


by  Mr.  James  Thurlow,  of  High  Wycombe,  known 
to  so  many  of  our  readers  as  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
and  a  very  successful  one.  It  is  always  a  pleasure  to 
me  to  publish  any  notes  about  Francis.  Of  course, 
long  before  he  died  he  had  taken  up  dry-fly  fishing. 
-R.  B.  M.]  f    y   y  8 

Some  few  weeks  back  there  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  reminiscences  of  Francis 
Francis,  and  as  you  appear  to  think  that  some  addi- 
tional ones  would  be  interesting  to  many  of  your 
readers,  I  have  been  induced  to  supplement  them 
by  a  few  more  of  my  own. 

Mr.  F.  hved  for  some  few  years  in  this  neighbour- 
hood. He  took  a  house  about  three  miles  from 
Wycombe.  This  would,  I  think,  be  about  1851  or 
1852.  I  had  then  a  mill  on  the  Wycombe  stream,  and 
took  a  great  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  fish, 
not  only  in  my  own  water,  but  also  in  other  parts  of 
the  river.  I  also  was  passionately  fond  of  the  rod. 
Naturally,  Mr.  F.  soon  looked  me  up,  and  a  friend- 
ship commenced,  which  lasted  several  years.  I  was 
frequently  at  his  house,  and  he  was  constantly 
coming  down  to  join  me  in  my  fishing.  He  came 
from  the  West  of  England— I  think  from  Cornwall— 
and  had  not  been  accustomed  to  take  such  heavy 
trout  as  we  then  had  at  Wycombe.  I  remember 
soon  after  he  came  I  took  him  up  to  a  bit  of  water, 
where  I  had  obtained  permission  to  fish.    I  per- 


suaded him  to  try  rather  larger  flies,  and  we  each 
got  a  trout  of  31b.  This  very  much  delighted  our  old 
friend.  It  was  his  first  introduction  to  our  Wycombe 
fish.  He  constantly  maintained  they  were  the 
handsomest  breed  in  the  kingdom. 

Soon  after  he  came  to  reside  here,  Mrs.  Francis, 
a  most  charming  lady,  met  with  a  rather  unpleasant 
experience.  She  was  shortly  expecting  her  first  con- 
finement, and  Francis  was  a  little  anxious  about  her. 
A  young  married  lady  in  the  town  had  just  died  in 
child-birth,  and  he  was  most  desirous  that  Mrs.  F. 
should  hear  nothing  of  this,  so  he  determined  to  send 
her  away  to  her  mother's  at  Richmond.  A  con- 
veyance was  sent  to  fetch  her,  and  take  her  over  to 
Maidenhead  Station.  It  seems  the  driver  had 
imbibed  too  freely,  and  the  consequence  was  that 
just  out  of  Wycombe  he  drove  straight  down  a  steep 
bank  into  the  river, which  was  rather  deep  just  there, 
and  they  all  had  a  rare  ducking.  Mrs.  F.'s  maid  who 
got  under  the  waggonette  was  half  drowned,  and, 
of  course,  such  a  fright  was  very  serious  for  Mrs.  F. 
in  her  delicate  condition.  The  accident,  fortunately, 
happened  just  opposite  my  father-in-law's,  Mr. 
Robinson.  He  was  a  very  hospitable  old  gentleman. 
He  had  them  taken  into  his  house,  and  insisted  on 
their  remaining  there  some  days,  during  which  they 
were  well  looked  after  by  my  wife  and  her  sister. 
Of  course,  this  strengthened  the  intimacy  between 
us,  and  we  frequently  used  to  visit  them  and  join 
in  the  deUghtful  Httle  parties  that  Mrs.  Francis 
used  to  give.  "  F.  F."  could  sing  a  good  song,  and 
his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Blatherwick,  who  was  fre- 
quently there,  had  a  very  fine  voice,  so  we  had 
many  very  enjoyable  evenings.  Mr.  F.  was  a  capital 
host,  and  his  good  lady  a  most  charming  hostess. 
About  this  time  our  friend  went  to  the  North  of 
Scotland  to  fish  the  Thurso.  It  was  his  first  entry 
at  salmon  fishing,  and  he  was  very  eager  and  excited 
at  the  prospect.  I  remember  when  at  his  house 
shortly  before  he  started,  he  brought  out  his  new 
salmon  rod  and  line,  and  we  had  a  practice  at 
casting  on  his  lawn.  He  got  some  very  fair  sport  in 
Scotland.  He  wrote  me  two  or  three  letters  from 
Thurso.  I  have  a  letter  somewhere,  but  I  cannot 
put  my  hand  on  it,  in  which  he  gives  me  a  descrip- 
tion of  his  experiences,  and  he  illustrates  it  with 
some  humorous  little  sketches  of  angling  difficulties. 
One  I  remember  was  that  of  a  disconsolate  fisherman 
with  all  his  fine  run  out,  and,  of  course,  broken  by  a 
salmon  while  fishing  from  the  shore  of  Loch  More. 
He  was  very  clever  at  these  little  cartoons. 

Besides  the  local  fishing  we  had  many  anghng 
outings  together.  For  several  years  running  we 
went  over  to  the  Chess  at  Chorleywood,  by  permis- 
sion of  Mr.  Barnes,  a  stockbroker  living  there.  We 
nearly  always  had  a  very  pleasant  day,  and  made 
good  baskets.  On  one  occasion,  just  after  we  reached 
the  river,  we  found  it  coming  down  muddy,  full  of 
floating  weeds,  and  quite  unfishable.  On  inquiry  as 
to  the  reason,  we  found  there  had  been  some  fishing 
dispute  with  one  of  the  owners  above,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  he  always  annoyed  those  below, 
and  when  he  knew  that  any  of  their  friends  were 
fishing,  he  took  care  they  should  have  no  sport. 
However,  we  thought  we  would  see  if  anything 
could  be  done  by  having  an  interview  with  this  irate 
individual,  so  accordingly  Francis  and  myself  walked 
up  in  his  direction.  Some  short  way  above  there  was 
our  friend  hard  at  work  with  a  long  garden  rake 
sending  down  mud  and  weeds  in  fine  style.  We 
approached  him,  and  begged  him  to  leave  off  and 
give  us  a  chance  of  a  little  sport.  At  first  this  was 
all  in  vain.  He  explained  to  us  how  badly  he  had 
been  treated  by  those  below,  and  that  he  was 
determined  to  pay  them  out.  He  seemed  deaf  to  all 
our  entreaties.  However,  principally  through  Jlr. 
F.'s  strong  appeals  that  he  ought  not  to  spoil  a 
brother  fisherman's  sport,  after  his  coming  so  many 
miles,  and  sho'wing  him  that  we  at  least  had  done 
nothing  to  injure  him,  he  relented,  took  his  rake 
out  of  the  water,  which,  of  course,  soon  cleared,  and 
we  had  a  good  day  after  all.  This  was  not  our  happy 
experience  on  another  occasion,  when  we  went  to 
Denham  to  fish  the  Colne  near  Squire  W.'s.  There 
seems  to  have  been  some  slight  misunderstanding 
about  the  permission,  Jlr.  F.  having  the  impression 
that  he  could  have  a  day  there.  He  called  for  me 
as  he  came  through  Wycombe  in  his  pony-trap,  and 
we  drove  some  twelve  miles  to  Denham.  We  put 
up  at  a  Httle  inn  about  a  mile  from  the  Hall,  and  F. 
and  myself  walked  on  to  announce  our  arrival.  We 
found  the  Squire  (who  was  rather  a  rough  kind  of 
gentleman,  and  not  proverbial  for  courtesy)  just 
getting  up  into  his  carriage  on  his  way  to  town. 
To  Mr.  F.'s  surprise  and  consternation  the  Squire 
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told  him  he  had  not  promised  him  a  day  at  all,  and 
flatly  refused  to  allow  him  to  fish.  Mr.  F.  strongly 
appealed  to  him,  pleading  the  distance  he  had  come 
and  the  great  disappointment  that  it  would  be  to  us. 
All  was  of  no  avail  •;  he  again  declared  we  should 
not  fish.  "  But  Mr.  W.— but  Mr.  W.,"  pleaded 
Francis.  He  refused  to  listen  to  any  argument,  and 
with  a  flourish  of  his  whip  the  Squire  drove  off, 
leaving  Francis  and  myself  standing  in  the  road. 
Those  who  knew  him  may  perhaps  imagine  the 
scene.  He  was,  of  course,  awfully  savage,  but  at  the 
same  time  I  fancy  a  bit  crestfallen  at  being  so 
snubbed  and  ignored.  What  was  to  be  done  ?  I, 
fortunately,  knew  a  gentleman  a  little  further  on, 
near  Uxbridge,  who  had  a  Uttle  bit  of  water.  We 
drove  on  there.  He  gave  us  leave  to  try  it,  and  we 
got  some  sport  after  all.  It  was  a  much  better  finish 
to  the  day  than  at  one  time  we  could  have  antici- 
pated. 

We  had  a  deal  of  fishing  together.  Once  I  re- 
member going  with  him  for  a  day  to  Hungerford. 
This  he  said  was  to  be  his  day.  He  insisted  on  paying 
all  expenses.  It  was  a  longish  rail  journey,  involving 
two  or  three  changes,  so  we  did  not  reach  there  till 
late,  and  had  to  leave  pretty  early  to  catch  our  train, 
thus  missing  the  best  part  of  the  day.  It  was  a  frosty 
morning,  followed  by  bright  sunshine,  and  neither 
of  us  could  do  much.  I  think  we  did  not  get  more 
than  three  fish  between  us — very  different  to  the 
good  sport  we  always  got  on  the  Chess. 

I  once  met  him  and  had  a  few  days  with  him  at 
Brecon.  He  was  trying  the  Usk  for  salmon,  but  he 
did  httle  or  nothing,  though  I  beUeve  he  got  some 
fair  trout  fishing  in  the  Honddhu.  About  this  time 
I  think  he  invented  the  fly  that  bears  his  name, 
dressed  with  two  red,  or,  better,  two  honey  dun 
hackles,  tied  together  for  wings.  We  do  not  know 
much  of  this  fly  in  the  South,  but  in  some  parts 
of  the  North  it  is  still  considered  a  killer.  A  gentle- 
man who  fishes  some  of  the  Cumberland  lakes  told 
me  he  always  has  one  on  his  cast.  Francis  almost 
invariably  fished  with  a  double-handed  13ft.  or  14ft. 
rod.  I  generally  could  hold  my  own  with  one  f  uUy 
2ft.  shorter,  but  on  one  occasion,  in  a  wide  mill-head 
at  Sarratt  on  the  Chess,  the  longer  rod  distinctly 
scored.  Some  nice  fish  were  rising  under  the  opposite 
bank,  beyond  the  reach  of  my  1 1ft.  weapon  ;  and  F. 
managed  to  pick  out  two  or  three  nice  ones  very 
prettily,  whilst  I  had  merely  to  look  on.  We  did  not 
hear  much  of  the  dry-fly  in  those  days.  I  do  not 
think  F.  knew  much,  if  anything,  about  it.  *  At  any 
rate,  I  never  knew  him  use  anything  but  a  wet-fly. 

Mr.  F.  soon  after  left  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  went  to  reside  at  The  Firs  at  Twickenham,  and 
about  this  time  he  became  the  angling  editor  of  the 
Field.  I  went  up  to  see  him  there  several  times,  and 
on  one  occasion  took  him  some  ova  from  our 
Wycombe  trout.  He  was  then  greatly  interested  in 
the  efforts  being  made  to  send  trout  eggs  to  the 
Antipodes.  Mr.  Buckland,  Mr.  Francis,  and  Mr. 
Ponder  were  among  the  pioneers  in  this  movement. 
After  great  difficulties  and  many  disappointments, 
some  ova  were  safely  got  through  the  tropics  and  the 
thing  was  accomplished.  Mr.  F.  several  times 
expressed  his  conviction  from  some  marked  charac- 
teristics in  the  splendid  New  Zealand  fish  that  many 
of  them  were  descended  from  the  Wycombe  trout. 
The  last  time  I  met  our  friend  was  in  Scotland  on 
Loch  Lomond.  He  was  staying  near,  at  the  house 
of  Dr.  Blatherwick,  who,  I  think,  held  some  Govern- 
ment appointment.  I  had  told  him  I  should  much 
like  to  get  a  little  sea-trout  fishing  there.  One  day 
I  had  a  wire  from  him  to  say  that  they  were  running 
into  the  loch,  and  urging  me  to  come  at  once. 
My  wife  and  I  accordingly  started  off,  and  went  to 
the  hotel  at  Luss.  We  went  out  the  next  day,  and 
landed  on  one  of  the  little  islands  to  lunch,  and 
there,  after  a  long  interval,  I  again  met  my  old 
friend  and  Mrs.  Francis.  We  had  several  days  on 
the  loch,  and  one  day  I  remember  we  all  went  to 
the  Luss  Highland  gathering.  It  was  a  pouring  wet 
day,  but  this  appeared  to  make  not  the  slightest 
difference  to  the  competitors,  who  carried  out  the 
programme  precisely  as  if  it  was  the  most  favourable 
weather.  We  had  wrestUng,  tossing  the  caber, 
sword  dance,  bagpipe  and  singing  competitions,  etc. 
The  little  hotel  that  day  was  crammed  with  people  ; 
you  could  scarcely  move.  Some  light-fingered 
gentry,  taking  advantage  of  the  confusion,  slipped 
upstairs  and  ransacked  some  of  the  rooms,  taking 


*  Mr.  Francis  describes  dry-fly  fishing  in  his 
capital  work,  "  A  Book  of  Angling,"  and  when  I 
fished  with  him  on  the  Test  he  used  dry-fly  all  the 
time— R.  B.  M. 


several  rings,  etc.  They  would  doubtless  have 
taken  much  more,  but  a  lady,  who  was  not  well  and 
who  was  staying  in  her  room,  fortunately  prevented 
some  of  the  rooms  being  visited,  my  own  being 
one  of  those  that  was  unmolested.  Two  or  three 
of  the  visitors  made  claims  for  their  losses,  and  the 
poor  landlord  had  to  pay  them  a  considerable  sum — 
I  think  upwards  of  £20 — in  compensation,  which  I 
thought  was  rather  hard  lines. 

This  was  our  last  meeting.  I  never  saw  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Francis  again.  They  continued  to  reside  at 
The  Firs  at  Twickenham,  and  there  he  died  after 
a  most  painful  illness.  It  has  afforded  me  much 
pleasure  to  recall  these  recollections  of  the  past. 
They  bring  back  the  memory  of  happy  days  in  the 
long  ago.  It  seems  impossible  to  realise  that  over 
fifty  years  have  glided  by  since  the  scenes  and  cir- 
cumstances I  have  endeavoured  to  describe.  Though 
a  little  bit  hasty  and  irritable,  my  old  friend  was  a 
first-rate  fisherman,  a  jovial  comrade,  and  a  real 
good  fellow.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Twickenham 
Churchyard.  Peace  to  his  memory  ! 


WOEM  FISHING  FOK  BROOK 
TEOUT  IN  AMEKICA. 
By  Louis  Rhead. 

One  out  of  every  twenty  brook  trout  anglers  uses 
the  fly  ;  the  rest  fish  with  worms.  Only  one  of  the 
nineteen  is  an  experienced  worm  fisherman  ;  the 
remaining  ones  are  what  I  shall  term  "  plumpers," 
who  only  make  a  practice  of  fishing  during  a  short 
vacation  in  the  summer.  It  is  to  these  plumpers 
(so  called  because  they  only  know  how  to  plump  a 
worm  into  the  water  and  yank  a  trout  back  again) 
that  I  wish  to  present  a  few  ideas  whereby  they  may 
get  some  real  sport,  instead  of  being  merely  butchers 
intent  only  on  slaughter. 

They  soon  get  to  know  by  experience  that  brook 
trout,  even  when  fully  gorged,  cannot  resist  a  live, 
wriggling  worm.  Therefore,  it  is  only  an  idiot  who 
fails  to  land  them.  There  is  infinitely  more  shame 
than  pride  in  having  a  photograph  taken  by  the  side 
of  a  long  string  of  trout — often  the  greater  part  being 
little  above  the  size  allowed  by  law  to  be  taken. 
I  advocate  giving  the  fish  a  fair  show  and  getting 
some  real  sport  out  of  the  game.  Legitimate  worm 
fishing  is  an  art  easily  learned,  giving  ample  pleasure 
and  playing  to  the  angler. 

In  the  small,  swift-running  brooks  that  tumble 
over  rocks  and  sunken  tree  trunks,  where  the  water 
swirls  in  foamy  circles,  the  tackle  should  be  of  the 
lightest  and  daintiest  description — a  4oz.  8ft.  rod 
that  is  not  too  long  and  getting  everlastingly 
entangled  overhead  ;  that  is  easy  to  guide  through 
brambles  and  laurel  bushes — such  a  rod  is  invaluable. 
Have  the  line  to  match — the  thinnest  and  lightest 
in  weight  ;  also  have  the  reel  very  small,  with  a  stiff 
click  to  retard  any  rushes  under  low  branches  or 
fallen  logs.  Trout  always  dart  off,  if  possible,  to 
hiding-places  where  it  is  difficult  to  dislodge  or  get  at 
them.  The  best  leader  for  this  fishing  should  be 
very  fine  indeed,  and  only  3ft.  long,  as  it  often 
happens  that  the  tip  cannot  be  raised  because  of 
overhanging  branches,  and  a  long  leader  cannot  be 
reeled  in  close  enough  to  get  the  net  under  the  fish. 
A  willow  net,  with  rubber  ring  to  fit  on  the  wrist,  is 
advisable  ;  especially  so  when  the  fish  run  to  a  good 
size,  of  from  lOin.  to  15in.,  for  it  often  happens  that 
when  such  a  fish  is  hooked  there  is  no  place  in  sight 
where  one  can  lead  him  out  of  the  water  on  to  the 
beach. 

The  hooks  cannot  be  too  small,  and  a  liberal 
number  should  be  supplied,  and  tied  to  a  fine  snell 
of  the  same  thickness  as  the  leader.  This  com- 
pletes the  outfit.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  use  split 
shot  to  sink  the  worm.  The  bait  should  at  all  times 
float  on  the  surface  like  a  fly.  Trout  always  rise  to 
a  worm  (and  will  never  follow  it  to  the  bed  of  the 
brook,  even  in  deep  water),  providing  the  angler  is 
out  of  sight. 

In  baiting  the  hook  never 'put  on  a  great  bunch  of 
three  or  four  worms  ;  it  is  not  half  as  effective  as  a 
small  single  live  worm.  With  a  big  bunch  some  time 
must  elapse  before  the  fish  swallows  it,  and  then  if  a 
small  fish  is  landed  he  has  to  be  killed  to  extract  the 
hook.  Large  fish  will  swim  around  a  bunch  of 
worms  as  if  doubtful  about  touching  it,  because  in 
nature  no  such  thing  happens,  whereas  a  single  worm 
only  half  impaled  on  the  hook  with  the  tail  wriggling 
around  arouses  an  instant  desire  to  seize  it  quickly. 
To  properly  hook  a  worm  it  should  be  worked  right 
over  the  hook  until  it  is  entirely  covered.  That  will 


nearly  ensure  the  barb's  piercing  the  lips  instead  of 
the  hook  being  swallowed. 

Rebait  every  time  a  fish  is  caught,  oftener  if 
necessary.  Never  have  ragged  parts  left  on  the 
hook.  All  parts  of  dead  worms  should  bo  removed. 
Have  nothing  on  the  hook  but  the  single  live  worm 
with  one-third  wriggling.  Most  expert  bait  anglers 
scour  their  worms,  always  having  a  large  supply  on 
hand  in  a  good-sized  tin  can,  having  one-fourth  filled 
up  with  a  sandy  soil,  and  on  top  lay  some  damp 
moss,  soaked  well  with  milk,  and  a  few  pieces  of  bread. 
In  a  few  days  the  worms  will  harden  and  become 
lighter  in  colour.  When  ready  to  start  have  the 
bait-box  wrapped  round  the  waist  and  a  part  of  the 
worms  put  in  the  box.  Now  that  all  is  ready,  we 
will  make  our  way  toward  the  stream  or  mountain 
brook  not  more  than  l'2ft.  wide,  nor  more  than  l^ft. 
deep,  except  in  the  pools  made  ^by  logs  and  rocks. 
Step  lightly  into  the  water,  and  from  the  middle  of 
the  brook  cast  the  worm  gently,  without  a  splash, 
to  the  right  bank,  having  the  line  the  same  length  as 
the  rod.  Work  the  bait  in  a  semicircle  to  the  left 
bank.  If  no  fish  take  it,  real  out  another  6ft.  of  line, 
thus  covering  a  further  distance,  and  draw  it  slowly 
across  to  the  other  side.  The  force  of  the  water 
keeps  the  bait  on  the  surface  in  sight  of  the  angler. 
If  a  fish  takes  the  bait  he  will  rush  to  the  bank^as  he 
sees  the  angler  ;  he  will  not  run  up  stream. 

If  the  fish  is  a  lOin.  trout  slightly  check  the  line, 
but  hold  him  from  going  a  distance  ;  then  turn  him 
and  gradually  reel  until  he  is  near  enough  to  place 
the  net  under  him.  Now  rebait  with  a  fresh  worm, 
and  take  a  few  steps  forward  and  repeat  the  same 
movements  as  before,  taking  care,  however,  to  use 
the  utmost  caution  in  moving  down  stream — no 
floundering  about  or  waving  the  rod.  Let  the  water 
carry  the  bait  forward  after  the  side  cast  is  made, 
and  keep  a  steady  eye  on  the  bait.  As  you  move 
along,  on  coming  to  a  tree  trunk  lying  across  the 
brook,  which  forms  a  deep  pool,  lengthen  the  line 
(keeping  some  distance  away)  and  let  it  run  its 
course.  The  eddies  will  carry  it  just  where  the 
trout  lies.  If  he  takes  it  he  will  surely  run  under  the 
log  and  possibly  get  free,  unless  a  sharp  watch  is 
kept  on  his  movements  and  he  is  stopped  by  leading 
him  to  shallow  water — gradually  raising  the  tip 
of  the  rod  as  the  line  is  reeled  in.  At  times  there  are 
places  where  branches  lie  in  the  water.  Such  a 
place  as  this  is  always  a  favourite  trout  lair.  They 
seem  to  know  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  them  or 
get  at  them  there,  or  even  to  float  the  bait  down  to 
the  right  spot.  Such  branches  often  get  in  the  way 
of  those  little  circles  of  foam  underneath  which  a 
trout  is  sure  to  hide.  To  surmount  such  difficulties 
it  is  a  good  plan  to  flirt  the  bait  between  the  branches 
by  holding  the  baited  hook  in  the  left  hand,  and, 
with  the  rod  held  lightly,  making  it  bend  in  a  half 
circle,  then  suddenly  let  go  the  bait,  shooting  as  near 
the  desired  spot  as  possible.  After  a  little  practice, 
this  trick  can  be  played  with  excellent  results.  My 
first  teacher  on  a  trout  stream,  by  long  practice, 
could  place  a  worm  in  any  given  spot  desired  within 
half  an  inch  every  time.  He  would  have  6ft.  of  line 
from  an  8ft.  rod,  stealthily  creep  up,  and  gauge  with 
his  eye  the  exact  distance  he  wanted  to  reach.  I 
have  often  used  this  flicking  method  with  success 
in  fly  fishing,  when  obstacles  were  so  great  that 
casting  was  out  of  the  question.  But  the  motion 
requires  some  little  practice  to  do  it  accurately  and 
avoid  the  branches.  Fish,  trout  especially,  love  to 
lie  in  shady  spots,  beneath  laurel  bushes  and  other 
impediments  that  make  it  difficult  for  the  angler  to 
reach  them  ;  and  they  will  seldom  let  him  get  nearer 
than  12ft.,  but  dart  away  up  stream  if  possible. 

On  coming  to  one  of  those  many  plank  bridges 
which  cross  the  brooks,  it  is  best  to  leave  the  water, 
going  around  below  the  bridge,  and  fish  up  stream, 
under  it,  using  the  flicker  to  avoid  frightening  the 
fish,  which  always  lie  with  head  up  stream.  Under 
these  dark  bridges  there  usually  lie  a  number  of 
trout,  and,  if  not  scared  away,  they  can,  one  by  one, 
be  taken. 

Some  seasons  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of  fishing  the 
upper  Mongaup  in  private  water  for  about  a  mile. 
Only  8ft.  wide  and  2ft.  deep,  the  water  rushed  along 
rapidly  through  a  continuous  line  of  laurel  bushes 
which  made  it  necessary  to  use  bait.  Had  the  fish 
not  been  a  good  size  (nearly  all  14in.)  I  could  have 
filled  my  basket  in  half  an  hour  ;  as  it  was,  every 
fish  I  hooked  darted  off  at  a  lively  gait,  making  it 
necessary  to  give  line,  as  well  as  follow  on  ;  so  that 
the  morning's  catch  of  twelve  fish  averaged  twenty 
minutes'  splendid  play  for  each  fish,  and  I  can 
safely  say  not  one  gorged  the  bait,  all  being  hooked 
on  the  lips. 
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It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  large  trout  in  well-fished 
brooks,  unless  they  lie  in  the  deep  pool  of  a  waterfall 
or  one  made  by  fallen  tree  trunks.  These  old 
fellows  are  wary.  They  always  go  for  the  bait  once, 
get  hooked,  and  get  off  by  some  trick  known  only  to 
themselves,  till  some  day  an  experienced  angler 
comes  along.  Knowing  just  where  they  lie,  he  pre- 
pares accordingly.  I  once  hooked  a  large  rainbow 
trout  six  times  before  landing  him — so  clever  and 
expert  had  he  become.  He  would  make  a  sudden 
dart,  take  the  bait  clean  off  before  I  had  time  to 
respond,  and  never  venture  a  second  time  on  the 
same  day,  and  a'fter  all  I  hooked  him  on  the  fly. 
He  was  beautifully  marked,  measuring  18in.  He 
had  no  doubt  grown  up  in  this  small  pool  not  more 
than  10ft.  square,  but  quite  6ft.  deep. 

All  anglers,  experts  or  duffers,  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  state  authorities  for  stocking  the  waters  so 
plentifully.  Even  if  a  brook  is  not  stocked  they  will 
run  up  from  the  larger  streams  which  are  stocked. 
I  do  not  advocate  fishing  as  soon  as  the  season  opens  ; 
it  is  better  to  wait  a  week  or  two — till  May  1  to 
May  15,  when  the  water  is  perfectly  clear  and  snow 
water  has  run  off.  Snow  flurries  and  ice  remain 
longer  than  in  lower  altitudes — though  it  is  true 
brooks  clear  much  earlier  than  the  larger  rivers. 
In  both  cases  the  cream  of  trout  fishing  is  from  May 
to  June.  Fly  fishing  is  best  during  the  month  of 
June.  The  water  does  not  begin  to  fall  low  until 
June  15  and  early  July.  After  that  date  little  brook 
fishing  can  be  done.  ^  The  large  fish  have  been  taken 
by  a  long  successioii'of  anglers  or  they  have  dropped 
down  to  deeper  pools  in  the  larger  streams  to  feed 
on  flies  or  young  minnows. 

My  plan  of  going  to  the  same  streams  year  after 
year  has  both  good  and  bad  points.  I  know,  like  a 
book,  where  they  lie,  and  where  each  pool  is,  and 
that  each  pool  is  dominated  by  a  fish  till  he  is  cap- 
tured, when  after  a  day  or  so  another  fish  takes  his 
place — to  be,  in  time,  captured  likewise.  We  get 
to  love  certain  pools  as  we  go  down  stream — pools 
where  we  had  luck  preceding  seasons  and  expect  to 
have  it  again  ;  and  we  also  know  well  where  to 
stop  and  the  places  to  skip — which  are  barren. 

Bait  fishing  in  larger  streams  50ft.  or  60ft.  across 
calls  for  entirely  different  work.  One  does  not 
proceed  so  rapidly,  and  is  bothered  more  with  small 
fingerlings,  which  should  be  whipped  off  to  avoid 
gorging  the  hook.  Small  trout  seem  to  be  much 
more  inclined  to  swallow  at  a  gulp  than  large  fish. 
Large  streams,  if  wadable,  should  be  fished  from  the 
middle,  the  bait  cast  to  the  left  bank  and  floated 
around  in  a  semicircle  to  the  right,  the  line  let  out 
according  to  the  distance  to  each  bank.  As  the 
river  is  mostly  open  and  sunhy,  a  gentle  cast  so  that 
the  bait  drops  lightly  right  under  the  bank  is  better. 
More  fish  lie  at  the  sides  than  in  the  middle  of  the 
strearas,  as  they  get  a  larger  supply  of  food  at  the 
sides.  Floating  bugs,  worms,  and  insects  are  caught 
in  the  shore  eddies  and  are  taken  by  the  fish,  who 
lie  in  waiting  and  rise  every  time  anything  appears. 
Always  have  the  worm  drop  into  these  eddies,  and 
allow  it  to  float  some  distance  down — at  least  40ft. 
from  the  tip. 

At  every  few  steps  forward  lead  the  bait  right 
across  from  side  to  side.  In  this  way  the  whole 
water  may  be  covered.  No  parts  should  be  skipped, 
especially  around  large  boulders  and  rocks,  from 
which  the  water  turns  and  makes  runways  and 
rapids.  These  are  sure  to  yield  a  number  of  fish. 
If  not,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  over  the  same  ground 
twice.  If  fish  do  not  respond  to  the  first  cast  they 
are  not  to  be  taken  with  the  second  cast — move 
right  on. 

For  such  fishing  a  longer  rod  than  the  8ft.  brook 
rod  is  necessary  ;  one  9Jft.  is  none  too  long  ;  also 
better  results  may  be  had  if  the  hooks  and  tackle 
are  slightly  larger.  But  keep  the  bait  a  reasonable 
size,  using  as  heretofore  a  single  live  worm.  It  is 
the  greatest  mistake  to  imagine  old  fish  are  much 
more  wary  than  young  fish,  but  they  do  know  that 
bunches  of  three  or  four  worms  are  unnatural,  and 
do  not  float  down  stream  tied  together  in  a  knot. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  mistakes  made  by 
beginners.  Were  they  to  consider  awhile  they 
would  realise  that  the  most  success  'comes  from 
exact  imitation  of  nature. 

When  you  do  get  a  large  fish  on,  stand  firm,  raise 
the  tip  and  have  command  of  the  reel,  ready  at  any 
moment  to  wind  in  at  the  shghtest  sign  of  weakness. 
Reel  slowly  and  give  him  line  if  he  wants  it.  Mean- 
while, have  the  net  ready  for  when  he  is  brought  up. 
If  no  net  is  carried  endeavour  to  lead  the  fish  to  a 
shallow  place  near  the  bank  and  lift  him  along  the 
pebbles  out  of  the  water,  but  not  before  the  line  is 


reeled  in  as  far  as  possible — then  you  have  more 
command  over  the  fish  as  well  as  the  rod. 

Worm  fishing  is  in  many  respects  the  exact  oppo- 
site of  fly  fishing.  The  latter  method  makes  it 
necessary  to  keep  the  nose  of  the  fish  above  water, 
whereas  worm  fishing  requires  it  to  be  kept  under 
water  as  far  as  it  is  possible. 

To  conclude  with  a  few  salient,  important  things 
to  bear  in  mind  at  all  times  :  Have  small  hooks,  and 
have  the  barb  sharp  as  a  needle  ;  fine  tackle  without 
badly-tied  knots  ;  the  worms  carefully  placed  around 
the  hook,  always  alive  and  kicking  ;  and,  most 
important  of  all,  constant  watchfulness  and  alert- 
ness at  the  half-second  a  fish  takes  the  bait,  and 
then  firm,  delicate  handling  to  guide  him  to  the 
net.  Keep  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible  ;  wade 
along  without  splashing  and  floundering  about. 

Worm  fishing  is  the  simplest,  most  i^rimitive 
method  of  trout  fishing  ;  anybody  can  fill  his  creel 
with  nice  fish  if  he  use  a  little  thought  and  care. 
Trout  are  so  timid,  yet  such  bold  biters  and  brave 
fighters,  that  many  fish  are  lost  through  bungling 
methods  and  poor  tackle.  Many  more  fish  are  not 
taken  because  the  angler  shows  too  much  of  his 
manly  form.  In  large  streams,  especially  open  ones 
that  are  free  from  foliage,  it  is  difficult  to  get  at  the 
fish  because  they  see  the  angler  plainly  outlined 
against  the  sky  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  off 
they  go  like  deer.  For  that  reason  the  longer  line  is 
necessary. 

Personally,  in  these  later  years  I  rarely  use  the 
worm,  finding  much  greater  pleasure  in  casting  the 
fly,  and  it  is  certainly  just  as  effective.  But  there 
are  times  when  worms  are  absolutely  necessary  if 
one  wants  to  secure  the  quarry,  and  that  should 
always  be  limited  in  numbers,  that  the  next  who 
comes  along  may  in  his  turn  also  have  a  chance  to 
get  a  fair  share  of  sport  and  pleasure  in  the  game. — 
Outing  Magazine. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Bejjorts  {to  ensure  inseriion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
follo\«ing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

3U  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,    „   Putney.  xmV^   »    >.  Bichmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
,50  „    „   Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddiugton. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
It  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later.' 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 
„  ^    ^        „    ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Sept.  1    0.16    o  45 

Sunday,         „  2   l.n    I'sy 

Monday,        „  3    2.  0    2  20 

Tuesday,        „  4    2.39    2.59 

Wednesday,    „  5    3.17    3  34 

Thursday,       „  6    3  62    4  n 

Friday,  „  7    4.28    4^45 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  low 
and  has  scarcely  any  stream.  On  Monday  there 
were  many  bank  anglers  out  between  Teddington 
and  Kingston,  but  very  few  had  any  fish  to  show. 
Mr.  T.  Denniford  had  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach  at  the 
weir  on  weed,  but  the  barbel  were  not  feeding. 
At  Kingston,  Mr.  A.  Hart  has  had  bream  up  to 
31b.  7|oz.,  and  at  Penton  Hook  Mr.  Freeman  had 
had  three  of  the  same  class  of  fish  weighing 
13ib.  6oz.  in  the  aggregate.  Mr.  Bradsell,  fishing 
the  Willow  Tea  Gardens  swim  at  Kingston,  has  had 
two  bream  weighing  together  7  Jib. ;  and  Messrs. 
Lane  and  Startin  have  done  well  at  Old  Windsor. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Benley).—  The  river  U  still  rimning  in 
a  very  low  and  clear  condition.  Despite  this  some 
good  roach  continue  to  be  caught  dturing  the  la-t 
hour  of  fishing,  Mrs.  Gorell-Barnes  and  her  two 
young  children  taking!  141b.  of  these  fish  while  out 
with  S.  Smith  at  Shiplake.  Some  good  chub  up  to 
41b.  lOoz.  have  been  taken  on  the  fly.  A  trout 
weighing  a  few  ounces  over  11  lb.  has  been  "  done 
in"  ;  that  is,  it  was  taken  on  anight  line. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Staines). — Barbel  and  bream  are  con- 
tinuing to  form  ample  sport  here,  large  take 5  being 
had  duiing  the  last  week.  A  pike  estimated  at 
161b.  to  181b.  broke  tackle,  and  was  lost  on  Aug.  20, 
after  being  cleared  several  times  from  a  pile. 
Roach  and  dace  are  feeding  well. — W.  G.  L. 

Thames  (Teddingrton  Weir). — Water  very  low, 
we  could  do  with  twenty-four  hours'  rain,  but  the 
fish  have  been  feeding  we  1,  especial  y  daco.  Mr.  T. 
Denniford  has  taken  in  three  weeks  at  the  weir 


sixty  barbel,  largest  -Jib.,  7jlb.,  and  many  up  to 
51b.  Mr.  Arthur  Hemingway  has  had  fi-h  of  7^16 
and  Gib.,  also  some  good  roach.  I  liad  throe  days 
with  Mr.  Percy  Curtiss  and  .Mr.  H.  Hewi  son  I 
got  twenty  barbel  up  to  4.h.  in  tjio  early  mornings. 
Mr.  Newman  had  five  barbel.  All  these  fish, 
excepting  tliose  of  7lb.,  wore  ret"rne.-I.  .Mr.  Bert 
Phillips  has  taken  a  jac'c  at  tho  weir  weighing  7Jlb 
aL-o  several  sma  ler  ones.  The  barbel  liave  gf)no  off 
the  last  two  or  three  days,  hut  the  dace  are  wo  1  on, 
gettmg  from  eight  to  ton  dozen  per  duv.— Walter 
McBride. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).  — The  conditions  are 
about  the  same  as  la  t  week,  and  very  fair  i-port  ia 
to  be  had  with  roach,  daco,  and  chub.  Barbel  are 
feeding  well  some  days,  and  a  few  perch  can 
generally  be  got,  but  ca -eful  filling  is  noces.-ary  to 
naake  agood  bag.  I  have  done  very  little  fi-hing 
since  my  la  t  report,  and  had  nothing  special  in  the 
way  of  size,  a.though  very  good  average  sport.— 
P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  take.— Fishing  return  for  the  week 
endmg  Aug.  2.5  :— On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  R.  J.  Box,  two 
trout,  41b.  and  31b.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  C  G  Hill 
one,  21b.  13oz.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one' 
21b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  C  L.  Hill,  two,  41b.  (ioz.  and  41b.  14oz  ; 
Mr.  R.  Bownng,  two,  31b.  P2oz.  and  31b.  4oz.  ;  Master 
A.  J.  Bowrmg,  one,  31b.  P2oz.  On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  H. 
F.  V.  Falknor,  two,  21b.  6oz.  and  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Cant. 
Gates,  two,  31b.  12oz.  and  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  M  B  Castle' 
four,  41b.  lloz.,  31b.  lloz.,  31b.  8oz.,  and  21b.  14oz! 
On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  H.  F.  V.  Falkner,  two,  41b.  and 
41b.  4oz. ;  Capt.  Gates,  one,  21b.  14oz.— Donald 
Care. 

Darenth  (Parningrham,  etc.)— The  ri\er  has 
benefited  much  by  the  heavy  raia=,  though  it  is 
now  running  clear  again  and  beginning  to  fall. 
Contrary  to  usual  custom  the  smaKer  fish  were 
sulky  on  the  evening  I  fi-hed,  and  the  three  rises  I 
had  were  all  from  good-sized  trout.  I  secured  two 
(both  on  the  Quill  Gnat),  weighing  1  lb.  lOoz 
together,  the  best  being  just  on  1  \h7  Having  no 
net  (this  being  difficult  to  car."y  when  cycling),  I 
had  rather  a  trying  tinie  with  this  fi-h  as  he  had 
to  be  comp  ete'y  e.Khaa-ted  befo -e  iS  was  .-a'e  to 
take  him  out  by  hand.  This  method  is  qui'e  ?a''e 
if  the  fish  is  exhausted,  and  if  you  rub  your  hand 

on  the  earth  first.    Prospects  a  e  fair.y  good  

J.  P.  Taylos. 

Dart  (Totnea  »nd  District).— The  water  is 
low,  and  very  little  has  bee  i  done.  Small  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  the  order,  whi.st  a  few  peal  have 
been  creeled. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cooker  (Cumberland).— The  rivers 
are  in  grand  order  for  sea-trout  and  herhng  fishing, 
and  many  of  the  pools  are  still  in  trim  for  salmon. 
Mr.  T.  Sanderson  took  a  fine  fish  of  201b.  with  sea- 
hce  upon  it,  and  Mr.  Cyril  Watson  one,  61b.,  on  the 
Angling  Associa'ion  water.  Messrs.  J.  Dunn  and 
J .  Thompson  have  landed  sahuon  at  Cockermouth. 
Fine  baskets  of  herling  are  being  made  on  the  lower 
reaches. — Black  Tg.m  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  The  close  season  for 
Devonshire  rivers  with  nets  for  salmon  is  as  follows : 
Taw  and  Torridge,  Sept  4  to  April  30  ;  Dart,  Auo- 
27  to  Feb.  28 ;  Teign,  Sept.  1  to  March  2 ;  Exe, 
Sept.  1  to  March  1 ;  and  Axe,  Sept.  20  to  April  30. 
The  Taw  and  Torridge  are  still  fine,  but  good  sport 
was  obtained  the  latter  part  of  last  week.  The 
Exc?t-n-  Isaac  Walton  Angling  Association  had  a 
roving  fish  competition  on  Aug.  25,  and  the  results 
were :  1st,  Mr.  C.  Vickery,  91b.  lOoz.  ;  2nd.  Mr.  Miles 
Thompson,  sen.,  21b.  I  Joz.  On  Aug.  23  a  fine  salmon 
was  landed  on  the  Teign,  but  the  season  has  not 
been  a  good  one  for  the  nets. — Devonian. 

Bak  (Whitby). —  Owing  to  the  low  and  poor 
condition  of  this  water,  angling  is  practically  at  a 
standstill  on  this  river.  A  good  flood  is  much 
needed  to  improve  matters.  Some  fair  sjwrt  is 
being  obtained  by  sea-anglers. — J.  Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Canal  (Exeter)j— Although  the  rivers 
are  very  low  and  clear  some  few  good  canturps  have 
been  made  in  the  evenings  in  tlie  Exe,  Greedy,  and 
Culm  respectively.  The  Exeter  Izaak  Walton  A. A. 
held  a  roving  fish  competition  in  any  water  within  a 
radius  of  twenty  miles  last  Saturday.  Mr.  Vicary 
secured  first  prize  with  91b.  lOoz.  Fishing  at 
Exmouth  and  outside  the  bar  has  much  improved, 
bass,  mullet,  and  pollack  being  secured.  La-st  week 
on  the  pier  Mr.  G.  Wilson  seemed  two  bass  weighing 
81b.,  and  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Beck,  Perry,  and  others 
have  been  successful.  Mullet  are  here  in  large 
numbers  and  of  fine  size,  but  are  most  uncertain 
in  their  feeding.  Pollack  are  in  evidence  at  Star- 
cross  and  off  the  Fair  Buoy.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  Improved  sport  cannot 
be  reported,  and  the  river  continues  very  low  and 
sluggish.  Roach  of  nice  size  have  been- secured  by 
a  few  anglers  in  tlie  upper  waters,  but  the  most 
notable  catch  has  been  a  ^p'endid  dace  of  1  lb.  Ioz. 
landed  in  the  Hertford  di  trict  of  the  Lea  by  Mr. 
Camo,  a  local  angler.  The  river  in  the  Ware 
di  trict  is  to   be  drawn   down  again  to-morrow 
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(Sunday),  Anglers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  G.  Corbie,  clerk  to  the  Lea  Conser- 
vancy Board,  which  took  place  on  Aug.  24,  at 
\Valtham  Abbey. — Izaak  W.^ton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster).  -  Both  streams 
are  now  running  lower  than  they  have  for  some 
months.  They  are  very  clear,  and  angling  has  been 
rather  slow.  The  weather  is  beautiful  and  fine,  but 
the  6.ih.  are  not  inclined  to  move,  the  best  time  for 
sport  ha5  been  in  the  evening  when  trout  and 
grayhng  have  been  more  on  the  move.  A  fair 
number  have  been  out,  but  no  good  baskets  will  be 
taken  until  there  has  been  a  good  flush  of  water  to 
refresh  the  rivers  and  move  the  fish.  The  Pinsley 
is  very  low  and  clear. — Gwi-nne. 

Ouse   (Holywell   Perry)  The  river  is  now 

rather  clear,  but  there  is  a  good  head,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J acobs  are  having  some  very  good  sport  in  the 
deep  water,  taking  a  nice  lot  of  roach,  largest  about 
1  lb.,  and  yesterday  they  got  a  dozen  good  tench, 
largest  2|lb.,  and  a  score  or  so  of  decent  dace; 
tench  also  have  been  their  principal  take  to-day.— 

A.  SCAKD. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton)  —No  improvement 
m  the  state  of  the  river  or  in  the  fishing  since  last 
week's  report— both  are  at  their  lowest  and  worst. 
The  trout  season  for  the  Rolle  Estate  and  other 
carefully  preserved  parts  of  the  Otter  closes  to-day 
(Sept.  1),  but  there  are  many  bits  of  water  at 
Tipton,  Ottery,  and  Sidmouth  Jimction  where 
fishing  goes  on  throughout  September,  and,  granted 
a  full  water,  very  good  sport  may  be  had  during  the 
daytime,  as  well  as  under  the  "Hunter's  Moon." 
The  public  water  is  certainly  not  very  good  at  the 
end  of  the  season,  although  many  a  peal  and  fine 
trout  have  been  taken  from  it  by  vour  reporter  in 
Septembers  past.  The  artificial  ininnow  may  be 
used,  and  it  is  worth  a  trial. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  crying  out  for  water. 
1  was  on  the  Dart  on  Wednesday,  and  there  was 
scarcely  any  water  at  all.  A  good  week's  rain  would 
improve  matters  a  good  deal.  The  salmon  and  peal 
that  are  now  in  the  ri\  ers  are  very  black  and  taste- 
less, especially  in  the  Dart.  Some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  were  taken  on  the  higher  waters  of  the  Taw 
and  Meavy. — William  Hearder. 

Rother  (Sussex)  —The  hot,  dry  weather  has 
been  against  sport  during  the  last  fojtnight.  The 
fish  do  not  seem  inclined  to  rise  so  freely  hn\y  for 
about  an  hour  in  the  early  morning  ;  lots  of  fish  to 
be  seen  about.  In  the  lower  water  rather  too  much 
salt  water  has  been  let  up  to  keep  up  the  water  for 
the  barges  to  the  detrunent  of  the  pike,  several  of 
which,  from  1  lb.  to  41b.,  I  have  fomid  dead.  These 
fi^h  seem  to  object  to  salt  water  coming  up  more 
than  any  others,  but  I  fancy  salt  water  makes  other 
fish  sickly  and  off  the  feed ;  no  doubt  a  good  rain 
would  soon  alter  matters. — Thomas  Daws. 

Snagez  Rivers  and  Chicliester  Canal,— 
The  weather  of  the  week  has  been  favourab'e,  and 
a  few  slight  showers  have  been  most  welcome,  yet 
sport  has  fallen  off  in  most  districts.  From  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Ouse  a  few  good  chub  are 
notified,  the  heaviest  2|lb.,  but  the  sunken 
timber  in  this  district  is  a  drawback.  A  few 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  from  the  lower 
water  and  a  pike  of  4^1b.  with  live  bait.  Mr 
J.  Streeter  and  F.  Holmes  have  had"small  bream  and 
roach  from  the  Cuckmere,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridger 
and  A.  Sne  grove  are  accredited  with  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Adur.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in 
good  order.  A  few  carp  up  to  31b.  have  been  taken 
in  the  Donnington  reach.     Bream  up  to  211b  from 

the  upper  water,  and  several  perch  of  over  1  lb  

George  F.  Salter. 

T»me  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
runnmg  clear  and  very  bright,  and  not  in  good 
order  for  fishing  during  the  daytime.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful  and  fine  with  bright  simshine, 
and  the  fish  have  been  very  quiet,  and  have 
not  been  rising  well  at  all,  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  bsen  out,  but  the  evening  has  bee  a 
best  for  sport.  Trout  and  grayhng  have  been  on  the 
feed  after  seven  o'clock,  and  have  been  rising  at  the 
Silver  Twist,  Moths,  July  Gnat,  Wiskham.  Red  Tag 
Whirlmg  Blue,  Little  Pale  Dun  and  August  Dun 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  wasp  grub  and 
worm  but  sport  is  quiet.  Several  nice  trout  have  been 
landed,  but  no  good  sport  wiU  be  had  until  there 
has  been  a  good  flush  of  water  to  clear  the  bed  of 
the  river,  as  it  is  getting  foul.  Some  ve'-y  good 
grayhng  have  been  landed.  The  Ony,  Corv'e,  C  un 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear  and  rain  is 
wanted. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  fWewark).— So  low  has  the  Trent  run 
down,  and  such  a  g'orious  growth  of  weeds  has  it 
produced,  that  ang  ers  have  a'most  ceased  to  visit 
the  riverside.  Barbel  fishing  near  Newark  is  a 
failure,  but  just  be'.ow,  at  Co-hngham,  Winthorpe 
and  Carlton,  fair  bags  have  been  obtained.  With 
the  fly  some  good  chub  have  been  taken  from 
the  Kelham  water,  but  bottom  fishermen  have 
fared  badly,  though  wasp  grubs  are  plentiful,  and 


should  secure  fish.  There  is  but  poor  results.  Creed 
wheat  has  been  the  best  lure  for  roach  and  dace,  one 
nice  bag,  251b.  in  weight,  being  taken  by  Mr.  Daft, 
of  Nottingham,  from  the  Stoke  water  on  Monday.' 
Matches  are  the  order  of  the  day  just  now,  but  with 
poor  results. — Trentsider. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbonring 
Rivers._ — The  late  floods  have  put  our  northern 
waters  in  good  order.  There  has  been  a  good  run 
of  salmon,  and  fish  are  p'entiful,  some  good 
fish  being  killed  on  the  Rede  water,  al;o 
on  the  .  Be'lingham  water.  North  Tyne. 
Fishing  from  the  Black  Bull,  Bellingliara,  Mr. 
Johnson  killed  a  nice  51b.  grilse  on  trout  rod. 
Colonel  Turnbull,  one  Kilb.  salmon,  and  a  21b 
sea  -  trout.  On  the  Lea  Hall  water.  Colonel 
FifeCookson,  one  salmon  161b.,  T.  Landersal,  one 
sa'raon  12  b.,  eea^trout,  21b,,  Lord  Percy,  five  sea- 
trout.  Some  good  salmon  have  been  killed  with  fly. 
Mr.  Simpson,  Gosforth,  had  a  good  day's  sport  on 
the  Barrasford  Arms  water,  Mr.  Foster  killed  two  fine 
salmon  on  ths  Tyne  at  Corbridge  with  fly.  Sport 
on  the  Coquet  is  very  good,  the  river  being  in  the 
pink  of  condition ;  on  the  hotel  water,  Weldon 
Bridge,  Mr.  Chapman,  Tunbridge  Wells,  kii  ed 
a  fine  basket  of  trout ;  Mr.  Goss,  London, 
several  trout  and  two  sea  trout  of  2{lb.  each! 
Mr.  Pollard  killed  two  baskets  of  trout,  all  fly,  on 
the  Federation  water,  Felton  and  Ack;ina,ton ;  Mr. 
J.  Gibson,  one  .sea-trout  of  4  b.;  Mr.  Hogs,  one, 
(>^lb. .  on  Silver  Doctor ;  Mr.  Spence,  five  salmon  ; 
Mr.  David -on,  three;  Mr.  Movsgham,  one  fine 
sa'mon,  22J  b.,  killed  with  Silver  Grey,  on  a  13ft. 
rod;  Mr.  Taylor,  three  salmon;  Mr.  F.'  G.  Herbe-t, 
13lb.,  181b.,  and  11  ib.,  on  our  Special  Wilkin- 
son.— Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Welsh  Harp  'Elendon). — Good  general  bao;s  are 
being  made,  including  bream  of  21b..  w4iile  larger 
fi  -h  broke  an  angler  several  times  on  Wedne  day. 
Two  prize 5,  of  fifteen  and  five  shillings,  are  offered 
for  competition  to  bank  anglers  on  Sept.  9. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (DerbyshireK  The  Wye  has 
been  disturbed  by  the  c  itting  of  the  weeds  and 
cleaning  some  ponds  in  the  neiihbourhood.  which 
has  been  detrimental  to  fishing  with  the  fly.  I  do  not 
hear  of  many  fish  being  taken,  only  one  or  two  in 
the  e\  ening.  The  Derwent  ha  ;  had  a  nice  woodland 
water,  after  the  heavy  rain  we  had  early  on  the 
morning  of  Aug.  25,  but  the  fish  have  not  risen 
very  well  during  the  hot  weather  we  are  having. 
A  few  fi,h  have  been  caught  bottom-fishing, 
where  this  mode  of  fishing"  is  allowed,  both 
from  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Anijling 
Association's  water,  and  also  at  Whatstandwell 
mi.xed  baskets  have  been  obtained.  The  pros- 
pect is  favourable  with  minnow,  worm,  gentle 
and  wasp  grub.  P'lies,  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  Ginger  Quill, 
Cinnamon  Fly,  Go  den  Dun,  Throstle  Wing,  and 
Orange  Dun. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorks). — All  our  trout  streams  in  Yoredale 
and  SwaVdale  continue  m  capital  trim.  Although 
the  fish  have  risen  ve-y  e  raiicaly  and  uncertain, 
sport  has  been  good    on    the  who  e.     I  have 
had  good  sport  almo  t  daily.     The  grayling  are 
now  rising  well,  and  I  got  several  fish  on  Aug.  27 
up  -.to  I  lb.  each  up  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Yore,   and  I  hear  they  are  rising,  wonderfully 
we  1  lower  down  at  Masham,  Tanfleld  and  Ripoii. 
J.  Blades  te  Is  me  that  sport  in  the  Hawes  Angling 
Association's  water   ha;  been   fairly  good,  and 
that  mixed  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  from 
three  up  to  twelve    brace    have    been  caught. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  ca'ightin  'he  deeps  with 
minnow,  wa.sp  grub  and  maggot.    The  Swa  e  has 
been  in  fine  angling  trim,  and  sport  has  been  good  in 
the  upper  reaches  ;  the  tributary  streams  of  this  river 
have  also  been  fishing  well.    Some  good  sport  has 
been  had  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thirsk,  viz., 
Conbeck,     Wiske,     BiUdale     Beck,  Borrowby 
Beck,    etc.  ;     a    party    of    anglers  from  Leeds 
and   Lincoln   having   caught   no   less    than  375 
trout    during  the    past   fortnight.      The  Leeds 
Amalgaindtion    of     Anglers    fished  their  se\'en- 
teenth  annual  match  at  Kirkstead  on  July  2>\ 
Close  upon  900  competitors  took  part,  the  day 
was  favourable.    Mr  B.  Hanson  Wakefield  took 
the  first  honours,  61b.  lOozs.  ;  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley, 
61b.  2oz.,  second  ;  Mr.  F.  Kelly,  third,  with  51b.  3ozs. 
Wakefield  won  the  Witham  Trophy  with  21b.  9|ozs. 
The  Wharfe  is  also  in  fine  trim  for  angling,  and 
in  the  upper  reaches  sport  has  been  good  at 
Kilnsey,  Gra?sington,  Barnsell,  and  Ilkley  amongst 
the  trout  and  grayling.    Tlie  bottom  fishermen  have 
had  very  nice  sport  in  the  lower  reaches  amongst  the 
roach.     The  Nidd  is  fishing  fairly  well  and  fair 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  upper  wa':ers.  The 
grayling  will  not  look  at  any  of  the  fancy  flies, 
excepting  Bradshaw's  Fancy.    The  best  killing  flies 
at  present  are  Purple  Dun,  Bed  Palmer,  Pault  Blod 
and  Autumn  Dun.     Prospects  for  autumn  fishing 
could  not  be  better. — John  E.  Milleb. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS, 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  (Sntherland).— On  Aug. 

20,  Capt.  Reid,  on  Urigill,  eighteen  trout,  Gilh  ; 
Rev.  Mr,  Gillam,  on  Cama,  twenty,  101b.  On  Aug".  21, 
Mr.  Hall,  on  Cama,  eighteen,  7;;ib.  ;  Mr.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Veyatie,  fourteen,  71b.,  and  one  trout 
of  91b.  taken  with  a  small  Zulu  Fly.  On  Aug.  22, 
Mr.  McLaren,  on  Cama,  sixteen,  (ilb.  ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Gillam,  on  Cama,  twenty-three,  91b.  On  Aug.  25^ 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama.  thirty -six,  12:tlb.  ■ 
Mr.  Hall,  on  "Veyatie,  fourteen,  Clb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Gillam^ 
on  Urigill,  twenty-eight,  91b.  On  Aug.  27,  Mr. 
Johnstone,  on  Cama,  twenty,  7ilb.  ;  Rev.  Mr 
Gillam,  eighteen,  mh.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Ander- 
son, on  Veyatie,  nineteen,  81b.— John  M.  Donald. 

Beaaly. — Fishing  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Beauly 
good  sport  was  had  during  the  week  by  Col.  Clarke, 
Messrs.  Barry,  Henderson,  and  Pulley,  Lord  Fitz- 
hardinge,  and  Miss  Done.  On  the  Falls  Beat,  Sir 
R.  Lucas  Tooth  landed  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug  21, 
and  on  Aug.  22  Miss  Paynter  had  one  of  S^-lb.  On 
Aug  23  Mr.  Brad'ey  Martin  landed  a  sa  mon  of 
11  lb.  and  two  sea-trout  of  21b.  and  Ifyib.  on  the 
Home  and  FaUs  Beat.  On  Aug.  24  "the  Misses 
Paynter  landed  three  grilse  of  5  b.,  Uih.,  and  41b. 
on  the  Falls  Beat.  Lochs  Affaric,  'Monae,  and 
MoiLLiE. — Very  good  catches  of  trout  were  had  on 
the^e  three  lochs,  the  wet  weather  putting  the  fish 
on  the  take.  On  Aflaric  baskets  of  from  101b.  to 
161b.  were  had.  Parties  from  Monar  and  Patt  had 
creels  of  from  91b.  to  141b.  on  Monar  (heaviest  fi^h, 
21b,  6oz.),  whilst  from  Braulen  creels  of  from  5.b. 
to  11  Ib.  were  had  on  Moillie.  Lochs  Rosqde, 
Achanalt,  Luiohart,  and  Garve. — All  the^e  four 
lochs  gave  good  returns  during  the  week.  Rosque 
did  best  with  creels  of  from  9, b.  to  15  b.,  and  be.st 
trout  1  lb.  6oz.  Two  anglers  on  Achanali  had  a 
basket  of  131b.  on  Aug.  23,  in  which  was  a  trout  of 
3  b.  4oz.  Ang  ers  from  Strathpeffer  and  Garve 
Hotel  did  well  on  Luiohart  and  Garve. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Mddle. — Good  sport  continues 
to  be  had  with  he-  'ing  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk.     In  tho  Graham  Arms  water,  Mr.  Sayer  had 
twenty-six  herling ;  Mr.  Tweddle  a  like  number ; 
Mr.  Ca  -.t'e,  190  her'ing,  seven  sea-trout  and  twenty - 
one  brown  trout ;  MrrRo;envinge,  fifty-two  herling, 
four  sea-trout  and  nine  brown  trout ;  Mr.  Thompson, 
two  sea-trout  and  forty-eight  her  ins  ;  Mr.  Leslie 
(in  a  fortnight's  ang  ing)  basketed  100  her  ing.  two 
sea-trout  and  fifteen  ye  low  trout;  Mr.  Robinson 
(a  week's  fishing)  seventy  herling  and  five  sea-trout 
and  fif  ^een  brown  trout.    In  Canonbie  water  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  J.  Brockbank  had  twenty  her, ing  and  five 
sea-trout ;    Mr.  J.  Smith,    fifty  herlingi  Mr.  D. 
Murray,  thirty-five  her.ing  and  a  sea-trout ;  Dr. 
Anderson,  a  score  of  herling  ;  Dr.  Cowan,  a  dozen ; 
Mr.  G.  Dickson,  four  sea-trout  and  ten  herling; 
Mr.  J ohn  Litt  e,  ten  her  ing  and  a  sea-trout ;  and 
Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  ten  herling  and  two  .sea-trout. 
In  the  Double  water  on  the  Entrliih  side  Mr 
McLel  an  had  a  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling  ; 
Mr.  W.  Borthwick,  two  sea-trout  and  some  hej-Iing ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Scott,  twe.ve  yellow  trout  and  a  few 
herhng  in  Glenfirra.     In  lower  Lidd'e,  Mr.  J. 
Laidlaw  creeled  seventy-five  herling  and  four  sea- 
trout ;  Mr,  W.  Little,  in  Kershone  bum,  landed  a 
salmon  221b.    In  lower  Lidd  e  Mr.  Mitchell  had  a 
fine  basket  of  her, ing  and  t-ea-trout ;  and  Mr.  F. 
Armstrong,  six  sea-tiout  and  forty  her. ing  in  the 
middle  reacho  i  of  the  E  ;k  ;  Mr.  Tom  Stee>  had  six 
sea-trout  and  thirty  herling ;  Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  four 
sea-trout  and  thirty  herling.    Fishing  in  Langholm 
water        Hy  lop  had  a  sea-trout  of  2|lb.,  and  Mr. 
T.   Johnstone  two  sea^tront.      On  the  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  D.  Little,  four  sea-tront  and  thirty 
her  ing ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  four  sea-trout  and  thirty- 
four  herling;  Mr.  D.  Cowan,  twenty  herhng;  Mr. 
A.  Keen,  six  sea-trout  and  forty  herling ;  Mr.  Wm. 
Steel,  three  sea-trout  and  fourteen  herling.  In 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Elston  caught 
ten  herling ;  Rev.  F.  W.  Haden,  one  grilse,  a  sea- 
trout,  and  five  herling.    In  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  Laid  aw  caught  a  salmon  of  10. b.  In 
Canonbie  water,  Messrs,  Riddle.  Irving,  Law,  Greeve, 
and  Patterson  have  each  had  good  baskets.    In  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Lidd  e,  Mr.  Story  had  over  a 
dozen  yel  ow  trout ;  Mr.  Elliot,  two  sea- trout  and 
six  her  .ing;  and  Messrs.  Scott,  Cowan,  and  Beatfria 
over  a  dozen  her  ing  each.     In  the  Netherby, 
Buccleuch,  and  Broomholm  re;erved  waters  good 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea- trout  have  been  taken. 
Mr.  Morrison,  a  dozen  her, ing  and  two  sea-trout  in 
Langholm  water;  Mr.  R.  Dawson,  over  a  dozen 
herling  ;  Mr.  Little,  some  sea-trout  and  >  ellow  trout ; 
Mr.  Mitchell,  two  isea-trout  and  a  few  her'ing  at 
Skipper's  Bridge  ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Law:on  had  a  few 
sea-trout  and  a  good  catch  of  her  ing  at  Glenfirra^; 
Mr.  J.  Ritchie,  two  sea-trout ;  and  Mr.  J.  Clark,  ten 
herling  and  one  soa-trout. — G. 

Oeveron  (Banffshire).— The  rain  of  the  past 
week  has  improved  the  river,  and  some  good  sport 
has  been  got.  On  the  Huntly  water,  Mr.  Rough 
had  two  grilse  of  41b  and  51b.  ;  Mr.  Stewart  one  of 
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6lb. ;  on  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Davidson  had  two  of  31b. 
and  4!b.  Now  that  the  nets  are  off  the  river  and 
with  favourable  weather  angle ra  should  enjoy  good 
sport.  Since  the  rise  in  the  water  there  has  been  a 
fair  run  of  gri'se.  The  net  sa!mon  fi^ihing  on  the 
river  and  adjacent  coast,  which  closed  for  thesea?on 
on  Saturday  last,  was  on  the  who'e  better  than  it 
lias  been  for  several  years,  although  the  returns  are 
not  quite  up  to  the  average.  The  fishing  opened 
very  unfavourably  in  February,  and  continued  so 
until  the  end  of  March,  when  a  heavy  storm  was 
experienced  on  the  coast.  A  heavy  sea  shifted  the 
bar,  c'o-iing  up  the  entrance  to  the  river,  and 
another  opening  had  to  be  made  in  the  centre  of 
the  bar  oppo-ite  the  Bridge  of  Banff.  The  new 
entrance  was  more  effective  for  fish  ascending,  and 
for  some  weeks  before  the  close  of  the  season  there 
was  a  good  run  of  fish.  Grilse,  which  did  not 
appear  in  the  river  until  May  22,  were  a  better 
fishing  than  for  the  past  two  seasons.  They  were 
of  large  size,  the  heaviest  scaling  91b.,  and  the 
average  weight  was  close  o  i  6ib.  Sa'mon  through- 
out the  season  were  of  large  size,  and  of  capital 
quality.— H.  W. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  fSontli 
Harris).— Fishing  from  Rodel  August  25,  Mr. 
V  Fleming  Blain  had  one  salmon,  6:b.  4oz.,  and 
Mr.  Walker  one  gril=e,  31b.  8oz.  The  catch  of  sea- 
trout  on  the  Rodel  Lochs  from  August  21  to  25 
lias  been  sixty-nine  fish  weighing  47ib.  lloz. — 
G.  D.  Stirling. 

Iiochinver  (Crlag  Hotel).— On  Aug.  2'),  Mr. 
Fox,  one  salmon,  7Jlb.,  and  one  sea-trout;  Messrs. 
Bidwell,  one  grilse,  5  b.,  and  three  sea-trout,  4ilb.  ; 
Dr.  McArthv  and  Mr.  Gleas,  twenty-four  trout,  Sllh. ; 
Messrs.  Cobb,  seventeen  trout,  G^ih. ;  Messrs.  Winton 
and  Gerrand,  three  sea-trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Swan,  four- 
teen trout,  4|lb.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Bidwell,  four 
brownies,  1  lb.,  and  three  sea-trout,  4 Jib.  ;  Dr. 
McArthy,  ten  trout,  3|^lb.  ;  Mr.  Bethune,  nineteen 
trout,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Winton  and  Gerrand,  seven 
trout,  5Vh.  ;  Mr.  Carter,  seven  trout,  31b.  On 
Aug.  22,  Mr.  Bidwell,  one  salmon,  61b.,  and  one  sea- 
trout,  Jib.;  Dr.  McArthy,  one  salmon,  8Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Swan,  twenty-three  ti-out,  71b.'  On  Aug.  23,  Mr. 
Horiick,  one  salmon,  61b. ;  Dr.  Archdall,  one  salmon, 
81b.  ;  Dr.  McArthy  and  Mr.  Cleas  (sea),  145  fish, 
various,  lG9lb.  ;  Messrs.  Myers,  eight  trout,  3Jlb. 
On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Bidwell,  two  sea^trout,  1  Jib.  ;  Mr. 


Bethune  (sea),  120  fish,  various ;  Mr.  Swan  (sea), 
thirty-six  fish,  various ;  Dr.  McArthy  and  Mr.  Cleas 
(sea),  116  fish,  various;  Mr.  Horiick,  two  sea-trout, 
IJlb.  Heavy  stock  of  sa'mon  forward,  but;  not 
taking  free'y  lately. — -J.  Mackenzie. 

lioch  Iieven  (KinroaB). — The  weather  has  not 
been  so  favourable  during  the  past  week,  and  creels 
were  much  lighter  than  the  previous  week.  The 
following  were  the  catches : — Mr.  Stevenson  and 
Mr.  Shettleton.  Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  14:b.  ;  Mr. 
J.  Mitche'l  and  Mr.  D.  F.  Esplin,  Cupar,  e'even 
trout,  lOlb.  ;  an  Edinburgh  angler,  thirteen 
trout,  101b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  J.  Mollison  Kidd,  Dundee, 
thirty-one  trout,  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  Ross  Stewart,  Dun- 
fermline, nineteen  trout,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Adair,  j  Edin- 
burgh, thirteen  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Robertson,  Dun- 
fermline, sixteen  trout,  6.b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Johnston, 
Burntisland,  twenty-one  trout,  15Ib.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Mackay,  Elgin,  sixteen  trout,  141b.  ;  Master  Roland 
Scott,  St.  Ann's-on-the-Sea,  twenty  trout,  141b. 
Soz.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  Perth,  seventeen  trout,  10, b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Duncan,  Coatbridge,  twenty-three  trout, 
171b. ;  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-one 
trout,  181b. ;  Major  Balmain,  twelve  trout,  6Ib.  ; 
Mr.  Herd,  La  sodie,  and  Mr.  Rutherford,  B'air- 
adam,  twenty-six  treat,  17ib. ;  Master  Groome, 
sixteen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Air,  Dundee,  twenty- 
three  trout,  151b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Harvey  and  Mr.  Win- 
gate,  Alloa,  twenty-two  trout,  14Ib.  The  following 
were  on'y  out  a  few  hours  in  the  evening: — 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk,  Bathgate,  twelve  trout, 
101b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Hunter,  Perth,  two  hours,  ten 
trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Fulton,  Helens- 
burgh, two  hours,  eight  trout,  41b.  Soz.  The 
heaviest  trout  captured  was  got  by  Mr.  T  Watson, 
Dundee,  and  weighed  31b.  The  first  prize  winners  at 
angling  club  competitions  were;.  Mr.  D.  R.  Bell, 
Perth  club,  seven  trout,  41b,  12oz.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Hill,  Clydesdale  club,  six  trout,  61b.  lloz. 
West  of  Scotland  club  (two  competitions'!,  Mr. 
T.  Russell,  three  trout,  1  lb.  15r>z.,  and  Mr.  T. 
Prentice  two  trout,  1  lb.  9oz.  Mr.  C.  Marchant 
Wanderers'  club,  seven  trout,  71b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  Kirk, 
Falkirk  Club,  eight  trout,  61b.  9oz.  ;  and  Mr.  W,  H. 
Gibb,  Waverley  club,  twelve  trout,  lO.b.  9oz.  The 
annual  match  between  the  Perth  and  Perthshire 
clubs,  six  rods  aside,  resulted  : — Perth  club,  thirty- 
seven  trout,  ISlb.  6oz. ;  Perthshire  club,  twenty- 
four  trout,  lOlb.     Four  sweepstake  prizes  for  the 


best  creels  all  went  to  the  competitors  In  the  Perth 
team.  The  top  catch  was  ten  trout,  4lb.  lloz. — 
R.  B.  Laino. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  nets  are  now 
off,  and  a  fresh  impulse  has  been  given  to  angling. 
On  the  Birkhall  and  Balmoral  waters.  Sir  Dighton 
Probyn,  Colonel  Oust,  and  Lord  Knollys  are  enjoy- 
ing fair  sport,  which  a  :  fresh  i  fill  would  vastly 
enhance.  On  the  Glentana  reaches  Mr.  Geo.  Coat^ 
and  party  are  getting  an  occasional  fish,  while  Mr. 
Heaven's  party  on  Forest  of  Birse  waters  and  the 
visitors  at  lAboyne  are  trying  ;an  occasional  cast. 
On  the  Banchory,  Crathes,  and  Park  waters  sport 
will  be  rife  with  the  first  autumn  floods.  Good 
baskets  of  finnock  and  .sea-trout  are  being  made  on 
the  Hydropathic,  Blair,  and  Ardo  beats,  while 
several  fresh-run  salmon  have  also  been  got.  On 
the  Cults  free  water  Mr.  G.  Millar  had  one  of  81b., 
while  Mr.  Robb  had  a  gril.se  of  4i-lb.  On  Powerie.? 
water,  Mr.  Wm.  Laing,  Mr.  A.  Robb,  Captain 
Mackay,  and  others  have  had  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  finnock  and  sea-trout.  Don.  —  Some 
salmon  are  being  seen  on  the  Kintore  beats,  and 
one  or  two  have  been  got.  On  the  Pitmedden 
section,  John  Grant,  keeper,  had  ono  of  olb.  on 
Aug.  24,  and  A.  Clark  a  fine  basket  of  brown  trout 
on  the  Parkhill  water  (heaviest,  31b.).  The  brown 
trout  are  again  rising  to  the  fly.  Ythan. — Tha 
Udny  Arms  Hotel  is  full  up.  Baskets  are  being 
made  of  from  twelve  to  eighteen  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  both  from  bank  and  boat.  The  estuary  was 
seldom  seen  so  full  of  fish.  With  a  fill  the  prospects 
for  the  autumn  fishing  just  opened  were  never 
known  to  be  so  bright. — G.  M. 

Orkney  (Barony  Hotel).— On  Aug.  6,  Mr.  P.  B. 
Simeon,  sixteen  fish  7lb.  ;  Mr.  R.  D.  and  Miss 
Broughton,  fourteen,  8|lb.  ;  M--.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson, 
nine,  51b. ;  Messrs.  F.  H.  andN.  W.  Smith-Carrington, 
two,  2|lb.  On  Aug.  7,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simeon,  twelve, 
7 lb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson,  thirty-five, 
16Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Smith-Carrington, 
seven,  3Jlb.  On  Aug.  8,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simeon,  ten,  51b.  ; 
Col.  Farquhar,  five,  31b.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson' 
two,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Smith-Carring- 
ton, thirteen,  7|-lb.  On  Aug.  9,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simeon, 
eight,  3|!b. ;  Mr.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson,  seventeen,  11  lb. ; 
Mr.  R.  D.  and  Miss  Broughton,  fourteen,  8lb  On 
Aug.  10,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simeon,  eight,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Anderson,  twenty-three,  llflb.  ;  Prof.  G.  Towers, 
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No.  6, 

POST  FREE. 


ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and 

Winch  Fitted  2/5  &  3/6 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and 

TROLLINQ  from  5/- 

TROLLINQ  RODS,  Superior  Finish  „  8/6 
EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS 

5/6  &  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY 

SELECTED  PIKE  ROD  ...  21/- 
BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SE- 
LECTED  QREENHEART  FLY 
ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  Snake  Rings, 
Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft,, 
n  ft.,  or  12  ft  21/- 

SEJL  RODS. 

No.  1. — Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 
Rings,  with  Pulley  End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-. 
fta,,,,,,  No.  2.— Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 
Rings,  Pulley  End  Ring,  Rubber  Button, 
Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6. 
No.  3.— Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint, 
Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and 
Pitted  for  Winch,  Rubber  Button,  Pulley 
End  Ring,  10  ft.,  8/6. 
SUPERIOR  QREENHEART  SEA  ROD 
9  ft.,  8  joints,  Double  Brazed,  21/-.  ' 


FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG 
CASTS,  3  yds.,  6cl.,  8cl.,  lOd.  &  1/- 


1 107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  London,  e.c. 


TREAT 


YOUR 


WITH 


TRADE  MARK. 


Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

Fop  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

Fop  machine  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 


THE  ONL  Y  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  in  the  GERM  A  N  A  RMY. 


GLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-NO  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN   TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 
At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/-  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTON  STREET,   LONDON,  E.C. 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers. 
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fifteen,  8Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Sraith-Car- 
rington,  twelve.  61b.  On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  P.  B.  Simeon, 
e  even,  e^lb.  ;  Prof.  G.  Towers,  fourteen,  Hlh.  ;  Mr. 
R.  D.  and  Mi^s  Broughton,  five,  31b.  ;  Messrs.  F.  H. 
andN.  W.  Smifh-Carrhrjto-i,  nine,  C|'b.  On  Aug.  13, 
Mr.  H.  J.  C.  Anderson,  seven,  3.b.  On  Aug.  14,  Mr. 
P.  B.  Simeon,  te  i,  5.b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson, 
twelve,  bib.  On  Aug.  15,  M-.  H.  J.  C.  Andevso-i, 
lour.  3|'b.  On  Aug.  10,  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W. 
Smith-Carrington,  £e\ea,  4j'.b,,  and  o:i  Ana.  17, 
seven,  3  b.  On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W. 
Smith-Ca'-ring-to  1.  five.  2  b.  ;  Mr.  Ha"ri  o  i.  tvventy- 
o  ie,  111b.;  Mr.  Harri  on,  ten,  4hh.  On  Aug.  20, 
Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Smith-Carrington,  twenty- 
three.  11  lb.  On  Aug.  21,  Messis  F.  H.  and  N.  VV. 
Smith-Carrington,  ten,  5^1b.  ;  Mr.  C  A.  Harrison, 
twelve,  7lb  ;  Messrs  B.  C.  and  J.  Harrison,  nine, 
5Jlb.  On  Aug  22.  Messrs.  B.  C.  and  J.  Harrison, 
one,  Jib.  ;  Mr.  C  A.  Harrison,  three,  2ilb  ;  Messrs. 
F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Smith-Carrington,  eight,  41b.  On 
Aug.  23,  Messrs.  F.  H.  and  N.  W.  Smith-Carrington, 
five,  31b.  On  Aug.  24,  Admiral  Prothero,  fourteen, 
8Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  C.  A.  and  J.  Harrison,  seventeen, 
81b.  ;  Messrs.  J.  Keeton  and  H.  Treelv,  four,  31b. 
On  Aug.  25,  Admiral  Prothero,  nine,  7flb.  ;  Mr.  C. 
A.  Harrison,  eighteen,  12 Jib.  ;  Col.  Farquhar  and 
Prof.  Towers,  twenty-three,  15lb. ;  Messrs.  B.  C.  and 
J.  Harrison,  eighteen,  SJlb.  ;  Lieut.  Fraser,  nineteen, 
91b.  ;  Messrs.  A.  Treely  and  G.  Keoton,  ten,  8lb  i 
— John  Spence. 

Oversoaig  Hctel  Waters  ftairsr,  NB.)-— On 
Aug.  21,  Mr.  C.  Chrystal  and  Miss  C'.irystal,  Edin- 
burgh, landed  nine  sea-trout,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  party,  Edinburgh,  had  sixteen  brown 
trout,  averaging  Jib.  each,  on  Loch  Griam,  also  a 
.'plendid  saimo  ferox,  which  weighed  8pb.  Mr. 
Clegg,  Liverpool,  on  River  Merkla-nd,  caught  thir- 
teen browTi  trout.  51b.  On  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Mitchell 
and  party,  Hawick,  fished  Loch  Griam  and  got  six- 
teen trout,  71b. ;  Messrs  Chrystal  and  Miss  Chrystal, 
Edinburgh,  on  Top-Shin,  had  thirteen  trout,'51b.  ; 
and  Mr.  and  Miss  Brodie,  Edinburgh,  landed  eight 
sea-trout,  71b..  besides  a  grilse  weighing  3.b.  On 
Aug.  24,  Master  Chry  ta  ,  Edinhargh  on  Top-Shin, 
nine  trout  4J]b.  On  Aug.  25  Mr.  and  Miss  drodie, 
on  same  beat  nine  tro  it,  41b.  ;  and  Professor 
Chrysta'  with  Mr.  and  Miss  Chrystal  eighteen  sea- 
trout,  17J  b  The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  samples 
of  the  ba  kets  made  since  )a  t  report.  Weather 
favourab  e  and  good  fport  anticipated. — B. 

Ross-shire  (Gairloch  Hotel).— Messrs.  A.  W. 
Burge  s  and  J.  K.  Ross,  on  Loch  Badachramh.  had 
ani  e  basket  of  twenty-th-ee  tro  it,  wei^iin^  14J  b., 
and  on  the  .^ame  lo  h  Mejsrs.  D.  Ross  and  D"  R. 
Matkensie  liad  thirty-two  tro  it,  wei^hi^g  IGflb.— - 
J.  K.  Ro3S. 

ScoTirie  Hotel  Waters  (via.  TUa-irg,  N  B.),— The 

following  has  been  the  sport  since  la;t  reported:  — 
On  Aug.  21,  Dr.  GoDand  and  Mr.  Muret,  Altringham, 
on  Loch  Gorm  twenty-nine  t'-out,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank,  Yorks.  on  Loch  Baddy,  two,  IJlb.  ;  Mr. 
Cowan,  Edinburgh,  on  Mid-Chain,  seven.  3ilb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Little,  Surrey,  on  Black  Rock,  one  2Jlbr  On 
Aug.  22  Messrs.  Renwickand  Somerville,  Stirling,  on 
LochGorra  ten  trout,  3J  b. ;  Dr.  Golland,  on  Loch  No. 
4,  six  sea-trout,  8.b. ;  Mr.  M  iret,  on  Loch  C  ashfearn, 
twenty-one  trout,  4.b.  ;  Mr.  Brooksbank,  on  Loch 
Fonndail.  two,  2J  b.  ;  Mr.  Renwick,  on  Lo"h  No.  2, 
four  sea-trout,  5|.b. ;  and  Messrs.  Cowan,  Edinburgh, 
on  Lo-h  No.  1,  eight  sea-trout,  71b.  On  Aug. 
23,  Mr.  Renwick,  eight  sea-trout,  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Litt'e,  six  sea-trout,  8ib.  ;  Dr.  Gol  and,  three 
sea-trout,  41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Brooksbank,  two  brown 
trout,  4J  b.  On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Muret,  nineteen 
trout,  6ib. ;  Mr.  Little,  one  sea-trout,  3J  b.  ; 
Mr.  Renwic't  three,  2:b  ;  and  Mr.  Cowan,  sea  angling, 
30  b.  various.  Mr.  Brooksbank  had  two  sea-trout. 
On  Aug.  25  Miss  Johnson,  Loudon,  and  Mr.  Litt'e 
twenty-thre"^  trout,  (lb.  ;  Mr.  Cowan  nine  sea-trout, 
7  b.  ;  Mr.  Cowan  nine  sea-trout,  7|lb. ;  Messrs. 
Renwick,  sea  angling,  nineteen  haddock  ;  and  Mr. 
Muret  eight  trout,  3J  b.  On  Aug.  27  Miss  Jolmson 
two  sea-trout,  2J  b.  ;  Mr.  Litt  e  three,  7ib.;  Mr.  ai)d 
Mrs.  Bidwel,  Liverpool,  two  trout,  3jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Brooksbank  one  trout,  31b.,  and  one  sea-trout  3  b.  ; 
Mr.  Muret  fourteen  trout,  51b. ;  and  Mr.  Cowan 
thirteen,  5.b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)  —During  the  past  week 
the  following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  from 
Suthedand  Atus  Hot3l:— On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Bi^- 
bo  "ough  landed  thr^e  gril.-e  weighing  4lb.,  51b.  and 
<)lb.  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Bilborough,  two  of  71b  and  41b. 
On  Aug.  22,  M".  Bilborough  landed  a  6-pounder. 
Oi  Aug.  24,  Mr.  H.  Bilborough  grassed  a  fine 
salmon  weighing  21  lb.  ;  and  on  Aug.  25,  one  of 
131b.  Exe3llent  weather  now  prevails,  and  river  in 
good  order. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Again  the  weather  has 
been  most  unsettled,  and  another  flood  about  as 
heavy  as  the  pre  vious  week  occurred  on  the  morn- 
ing of  August  25  in  the  Annan,  while  the  Nith  and 
Ga  loway  streams  were  also  in  full  spate.  The 
Annan. — Some  large  ba-ket?of  herling  have  fallen 


to  worm-bait  fishers  on  the  lower  reaches  of  this 
river.  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  caught  four  herling  at 
the  Town  Bridge.  Fishing  below  the  water  mill  at 
Galabank  Mr.  James  Baxter  had  nearly  forty 
herling  and  trout,  Mr.  James  Bonner  landed  twelve 
herling.  and  Master  Bonner  two  ;  Miss  Rae,  one  ; 
and  Mi's  Maye;  one.  Mr.  T.  Shortridge-Twoedie 
had  twenty-one  herling  and  three  sea-trout. 
Mr.  Gilbert  Tweedie  had  eight  herling,  and  Mr.  G^o. 
McLean  eight.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  twenty-five 
herling,  and  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  six,  and  two 
ye' low  t"Out.  Mr.  James  Dixon  a  yellow  trout  of 
about  21b.  and  one  her  ing,  Mr.  D.  Richardson  two 
herling  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  five,  and  Mr.  James 
four.  Mr.  Pete.-,  London,  fishing  in  the  evening, 
landed  twelve  he-, ing,  Capt.  W.  Ewart  landed 
fourteen  herling.  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  (High-street), 
six.  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  (Scott's-street),  ten,  Mr. 
Geo.  Carruthers  eight,  Mr.  Edward  J.  Latimer  six. 
Ml'.  WiUie  Boyd  twelve,  Mr.  John  Haugh  two,  and 
Mr.  W.  Wright  four.  In  the  Northfield  water,  Mr. 
Mason  Scott  had  one  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling ; 
Mr.  Robert  Par  <,  e'even  herling  and  one  sea-trout. 
Capt.  John  McLean  caught  during  the  afternoon 
eighteen  herling  and  one  trout,  and  on  the  previous 
day  Capt.  M:Lean  and  Mr.  Gi  bert  Tweedie  fished 
Jardine  Hall  water.  The  Captain  landed  three 
gray  ing  with  fiy,  and  Mr.  Tweedie  three  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Young  had  five  herling,  and  Mr.  Steel 
four.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Dirom's 
keeper  took  twenty-four  herling  and  three  burn 
trout  Mr.  David  Beattie  fourteen  herling  and  four 
sea-trout,  and  three  yeUow  trout ;  Mr.  Wil  iara  Bell, 
a  brace  of  heiling  and  two  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
William  Marsheill,  eight  herling,  one  sea-trout, 
three  burn  trout ;  Mr.  James  Alexander  nine  her  ing. 
Mr.  E.  Mayes  took  one  sea-trout,  two  herling,  and  a 
coupe  of  ye'low  trout  in  Hoddom  Caste  water. 
Mr.  T.  Shortridge-Tweedie,  with  the  evening  fly 
landed  five  herling,  and  Mr.  Robert  Graham  three. 
Capt.  McLean  had  a  number  of  good  fish  with  fly, 
and  Mr.  G.  Tweedie  two  her  ing  with  fly.  Mr.  Ja?. 
Baxter  caught  nine  her  ing,  eight  of  which  were 
taken  on  brandling  wo^m,  and  one  with  flv.  The 
upper  waters  be  ow  Moffat,  and  down  by  Beat'ock 
and  Wamphray,  have  yie  ded  fair  .=po;t.  The 
Du.MFRiES  NiT-t  has  been  in  high  flood  and  some 
fairly  good  catches  have  been  made  with  worm  bait. 
The  Cluden  and  Cairn  were  in  flood  on  Aug.  25,  and 
bait  fishers  had  a  niunber  of  trout  and  herling. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — The-e  water.-s  have  been 
disturbed  with  the  heavy  rainfall  in  the  Stewartry, 
and  anglers  have  been  obliged  to  use  the  worm  bait 
frequently  of  late.  The  Ayrshire  Revers  and 
Lo-Hs. — The  heavy  rainfall  in  Ayrshire  at  the  end 
of  la  t  week  caused  the  rivers  to  run  full,  but  they  are 
now  getting  into  good  ply  for  fly. — Heathebbell. 

Spev  (Morayshire). — The  water  is  still  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  ang'ing ;  but  sportsmen  are  not 
to  be  enticed  away  from  the  gun,  only  a 
stray  sportsman  here  and  there  found  to  be 
p'ying  the  rod.  On  the  Knockando  water 
on  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Hanthey  killed  two  salmon  of 
51b.  and  CJlb.  ;  and  on  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Pain  had  a 
gril  e  of  6Jlb.  from  the  same  water ;  while  from  , 
the  Laggan  water  (Carron)  there  was  landed  on 
Aug.  22  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.  ;  on  Aug.  23  one  of  5jlb.  ; 
and  on  Aug.  24  two  of  41b.  and  61b.  From  the 
Carron  House  water,  on  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Arch.  Smith 
had  a  gri  se  of  61b. ;  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  on  Aug.  22  two  grilse  of  31b.  and  4Jlb.  ;  while 
from  the  Easter  Elchies  water  Mr.  William  Craik, 
fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  6Jlb. ;  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  one  7ib.  On  the  Arndilly  water  Mr.  Yulo 
had  a  salmon  of  25. b.  and  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  on 
Aug.  22  a  grilse  of  61b.  was  landed  from  the  Aiken- 
way  water.  From  the  Rothes  water  on  Aug.  24 
Mr.  James  Stuart,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  171b., 
and  On  another  day  a  grilse  of  4J  b. — J.  M. 

Stroma  Ferry  Hotel  Waters  (via  Dingwall, 
N.B  )  — Since  the  beginning  of  August  good  sport 
has  been  got  on  Lochan  Skerrach,  Loch-na-Gillean, 
and  other  waters  by  anglers  from  the  Station  Hotel. 
Mr.  R.  A.  C.  Findley,  Mr.  Bailey,  Dr.  Waller, 
London,  Mr.  Keele,  London,  and  others  made 
baskets  ranging  up  to  thirty-two  trout,  and  in 
individual  weight  up  to  2.b.  On  Aug.  20,  which 
was  very  wet,  Capt.  Bagshaw,  Epsom,  landed 
seventeen  trout  which  averaged  exactly  J  b.  each  ; 
while  Dr.  Waller  and  Mr.  Keele  made  a  basket  of 
thirty-two,  several  of  which  ranged  from  1  lb.  to 
lilb.— B. 

Tay. — The  River  Tay  has  been  in  good  order 
throughout  the  past  week,  but  fish  have  not  been 
rising  at  all  freely.  The  average  temperature  for 
the  week  was  57|deg.  For  week  ending  Aug.  27 
the  following  sport  was  obtained  :■ — Meekleoub 
Beat. — Fishing  tliis  water,  on  Aug.  27,  ;Sir  Henry 
Samuelson,  Bart.,  killed  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  another 
of  241b.  pn  Aug.  25,  while  Lady  Samuelson  landed  one 
grilse  of  81b.  on  Aug.  21,  and  Mr.  Goodden  two  grilse 
of  51b.  each.  Islamodth. — Colonel  M.  Campbell, 
fishing  this  stretch  on  Aug.  24,  caught  two  grilse  of 


81b.  and  7Jlb.,  and  another  of  61b.  on  Aug.  27i 
Upper  Stobhall. — Colonel  McBean  had  one  fish  of 
91b.  on  Aug.  22.  Lower  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd. 
Coats  killed  one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Aug.  21,  and  Major 
Chichester  one  fish  of  201b.  on  Aug.  23.  Catholes. 
— Mr.  A.  H.  Wardle  had  one  grilse  of  91b.  on  Aug.  22, 
and  two  of  101b.  and  61b.  on  Aug.  27  Lower 
Cargill.— Sir  Berkeley  SheSeld  got  one  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Aug.  23.  Upper  Stanley. — Mrs.  M.  Trevelyan 
Martin  had  one  fish  of  16 Jib.,  and  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
one  grilse  of  71b.  Lower  St-^^-nley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
had  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  on  Aug.  22,  Miss  Dorothy 
Martin  one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Aug.  22,  and  one  fish  of 
11  Jib.  and  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  on  Aug.  27,  while  Mrs. 
Martin  landed  one  fish  of  16 Jib.  and  a  grilse  of  51b. 
on  Aug.  27,1  and  Mr.  R.  Page  a  grilse  of  111b.  on 
Aug.  22.  Battleby. — Fishing  the  lower  beat  on 
Aug.  21,  Mrs.  Knocker  killed  one  grilse  of  81b. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District. — Since  last  time  of  writing 
fishing  still  continues  to  be  up  to  the  mark.  Minnow 
has  been  yielding  good  results,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  also  been  seaured  by  fly  fishers.  Not- 
withstanding doleful  reports  from  the  netting 
stations,  plenty  of  fish,  consisting  of  sea-trout, 
grilse,  and  small  salmon,  are  running.  At  Birgham, 
on  Aug.  20,  Lord  Dunglass  caught  a  salmon  of 
14JIb.,  and  a  grilse  of  Sib. ;  Fisherman  T.  Scott,  a 
grilse  of  61b.  ;  Dr.  Fordyce,  one  of  5  b.,  and  Mr. 
G.  Henderson,  one  of  6ib.  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Shiel  had 
nine  aad  seventeen  good  trout  at  two  fishings 
(heaviest,  l}lb.).  On  Aug.  23,  an  angler  got  5Jlb. 
of  fair-sized  trout  with  worm,  and  o  i  Aug.  24,  a 
trout,  31b.,  in  splendid  condition,  was  landed  at 
Ga'afoot;  whilst  another,  2  b.,  figured  in  a  basket 
of  51b.  of  trout.  Gala. — Sport  has  scarcely  been 
so  good  on  this  river  during  the  past  week  as  the 
incessant  rains  have  kept  the  water  too  long  big. 
On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  A.  Clapperton  had  12. b.  of  trout 
wish  minnow.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  W.  Gebbie  had 
4  b.  with  worm.  Oa  Aug.  25,  baskets  of  6jlb.  and 
41b.  were  ta'ie.i  with  worm,  and  on  Aug.  27  Dr. 
Doig  had  5  b.  of  trout  with  minnoiv  from  the 
Torwood  ee  strelch.  Two  other  anglers  had  baskets 
of  6ib.  and  8  b.  with  the  same  lure.  The  Lugget,  a 
tributary  of  the  Gala,  has  been  fishing  well,  and 
some  heavy  baskets  have  been  made.  Ettrick  and 
Yarrow. — -Sport  has  been  very  good  on  the-^e 
waters,  the  latter  especially.  Fishing  the  Ettrick, 
on  Aug.  17,  Mr.  A.  L.  Brown  and  Mr.  W.  N.  Brown 
had  good  sport  on  the  He'mburn  stretch  with 
worm.  A  grilse  of  3ib.  was  also  secured  by  an 
angler  with  the  same  lure.  Heavy  baskets  have 
been  made  in  the  Yarrow,  which  has  been  in 
splendid  fishing  order.  Whitaddeb. — Excellent 
reports  come  from  this  water.  Mr.  Ovens  and  two 
sons,  from  Ga'.ashie's,  too'c  baskets  of  good  trout, 
weighing  32. b.  and  20lb.,  at  two  fishings,  and  Mr. 
D.  Ainslie  had  a  trout  which,  though  in  poor  con- 
dition, weighed  3lb.  2oz.  Quite  recently,  at 
Acerknowe  Reservoir,  a  large  trout,  weighing  8Jlb., 
was  secured  by  Major  Armstrong,  of  the  H.L.I., 
when  at  Stobs.  The  trout  measured  29in.  in  length, 
being  the  largest  on  record  in  the  district. 
Leader. — Nothing  of  very  much  importance  has 
been  done  on  the  water  during  the  past  week. 
Prospects  for  fly  fishing  at  night  are  bad,  un'ess  the 
weather  holds  good.— Sobley  Brown. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tribntaries. — During  the  early  days 
of  the  week  the  Maine,  B'ockwater,  Ballinderry, 
Moyola  and  the  other  tributaries  continued  in  high 
freshet,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  flax  poison, 
and  salmon  and  trout  were  sick  and  refused  ail  lures. 
On  Aug.  24  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  occurred  after  which 
these  rivers  came  down  in  bank-full  flood,  and  all  im- 
purities were  cleared  off  their  beds,  but  there  is  a 
proportion  of  the  flax  plant  which  is  only  being 
pulled,  and  should  the  dry  weather  which  is  being 
experienced  continue,  these  will  again  be  pol- 
luted. The  main  stream  has  risen  six  inche?  and 
is  running  in  discoloured  flood,  and  anglers  have 
ceased  visiting  its  banks  in  hop  3  of  obtaining  sport. 
However,  Colonel  Alison,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
succes.sful  anglers  on  the  river  has  caught  nine 
salmon  and  grilse  of  41b.,  61b.,  7xb.,  81b.  lOlb., 
lOJlb.,  121b.,  131b,  and  141b.  on  the  Moonnagher 
reach.  There  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  as  soon  a? 
the  flax  water  is  cleared  oat  which  will  be  about  the 
end  of  the  first  week  of  September,  as  a  run  of  large 
autumn  fish  recently  passed  over  Caronroe  weir. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

BeXtaat  ana  District — The  heavy  rain  fall  of 
last  week  helped  to  flush  out  the  rivers  of  this  dis- 
trict and  c'ear  them  of  the  flaxwater.  At  time  of 
writing  the  Crossgar  and  other  rivers  on  the  County 
Down  side  are  jn  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  as 
the  flax-water  pollution  is  now  practically  over, 
sport  may  be  looked  forward  to. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleeki. — The  Erne 
has  been  in  high  flood  during  the  past  week,  and 
Mr.  Watts  landed  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  4lb.  The 
Rev.  Canon  Verner,  two  of  91b.  and  61b. ;  Mr.  Jack- 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1839.        (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  i«3». 

^  —  /  ///  /  WADING 

TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 
STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( 


of  \ 
Air  Street,  W.  /■ 

Branch :  85,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.),  S.W. 


OGDEN&SGOTFORD'S 

Specialities  for  Summer  Angling. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 

The  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  Fly  Rod, 

LATEST  TESTIMONIAL.  -^-^Z 

"I  have  sent  you  one  of  your  Multum  Trout  Rods  to  varnish.  The  best 
I  have  ever  seen."  j^gy  p  " 

" FEATHERWEIGHT"  Roach  Rod. 

12  to  14  ft.,   very   light,   in  3  or  4  joints,   12/6  each. 
RECENT  TESTIMONIAL  RECEIVED. 

Gt.  George  Street,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 
"  ■^J"®'^^  °f  D^i^s       ]"st  shown  me  one  of  your  Featherweight  Roach  Rods, 
i  am  highly  pleased  with  it,  and  kindly  desire  you  to  forward  me  a  similar  Rod 
soon  as  possible.    I  enclose  12s.  &d.  for  same."  j.  q 

The     TEWKESBURY"  Roach  and 
Bream  Rod. 

10  to  13  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  beautifully  balanced,  *10/6  to  12/6  each. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Leicester,  July  23,  1906. 
The  Roach  Rod  you  made  is  quite  satisfactory.    Balance  and  spring  A 1. 
and  I  _am  obliged  to  you  for  the  painstaking  and  skilful  way  you  followed  my 

Youra  faithfuUy,  W.  H.  W. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2/~  doz. 

All  Angling  Requisites.  Catalogues  Free. 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


HASTINGS  &  ST.  LEONARDS 

FIFTH  ANNUAL 

SEA  ANGLING  FESTIVAL 

(H6ld  unHer  License  of  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers), 

September  8th,  9th,  and  10th,  1906. 

PRIZES^VALUE^  £100. 

Competitions  fronrBOATsTand  HASTINGS  and 

ST.  LEONARDS  PIERS. 


INCLUDING 


THE  SOUTH  OF  ENGLAND  SEA  ANGLING  GHAMPIONSHIP  TROPHY 

Four  Challenge  Cups  and  Gold  Medals,  and  the  Bronze  Medals  of  the  N.C.S.A.  ' 

ALL  PARTICULARS  and  ENTRY  FORMS   can  be  obtained  from  the   Hon.   Sees.,   A.   A.   BARTRAM  and   H.  DOWSETT 

10,  York  Buildmgs,  Hastings. 

ENTRIES  CLOSE  ON   WEDNESDAY,   SEPTEMBER  5th,  190G. 
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son,  one  of  121b. ;  and  anotlior  angler,  one  of  101b.— 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 
Galway  Pishery.— Anglers'  catch   of  salmon 

from  Aug.  22  to  Aug.  28  : — Captain  Macgowan,  on 
Aug.  22,  five,  Cilb.,  8Jlb.,  6ilb.    5ilb.,  5ilb. ;  on 
Aug.  23,  five,  7*lb.,  3ilb.,  41b.,81b.,  61b.  ;  onAug.  2t, 
five,  9^Ib.,  61b.,  8:^lb.r4Alb.,  4|lb. ;  on  Aug.  25,  five, 
71b.,  51b..  5Jlb.,  efb.,  5ilb.  ;  on  Aug.  27,  three,  51b., 
101b.,  91b.  ;  on  Aug.  28,  one,  SJlb. ;  total,  twenty- 
four,  1531b.    Mr.  T.-P.  Dobson.  on  Aug.  22,  five, 
lOilb.,  mh.,  5*lb.,  61b.,  5:Vlb.  ;   on  Aug.  23,  six, 
91b.,    71b.,    4^1b.,  71b.,    21bT,    7*lb.  ;  on  Aug.  24, 
six,  5ilb.,  4ilb.,  5Alb.,  61b.,  eilb.,' 5*lb.  ;  on  Aug.  25, 
five.  5'ilb.,  61b.,  6ilb.,  61b.  41b. ;  on  Aug.  27,  four, 
4^1b.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  61b.  ;  total,  twenty-six,  157ilb. 
Dr.  Sullivan,  on  Aug.  22,  one,  5^1b.    Mr.  W.  Bailey, 
on  Aug.  22,  one,  5*lb.    Mr.  R.  T.  Latey,  on  Aug.  22, 
three.  6J!b.,  61b.,"  6|)b.     Sir  J.  Batty  Tuke,  on 
Aug.  22,  four,  lilh.,  71b.,  61b.,  8lb.  ;  on  Aug.  23, 
six,  5ilb»,  5ilb..  5ilb.,  61b.,  61b.,  7 Jib. ;  on  Aug.  24, 
four,  8Jlb.,  5ilb.,  71b.,  4Wb.  ;  on  Aug.  25,  five,  81b., 
51b.,  5Jlb.,  8Uh.,  4ilh. ;  on  Aug.  27,  one,  12ilb. ; 
on  Aug.  28,  one,  8Hb.  ;  total,  twenty-one,  142|lb. 
Dr.  Harvey,  on  Aug.  24,  three,  51b.,  3'b.,  12pb.  ; 
on  Aug.  25,  one,  5Jb.  ;  total,  four,  23ilb.     Sir  M. 
Fitzmaurice,  on  Aug.  24,  three,  4jlb.,"  7Alb.,  i  51b.  ; 
on  Aug.  25,  one  5|lb.  ;  total,  four,  22ilbT    Mr.  W. 
Hogg,  on  Aug.  24,  two,  5lb.,  6ilb.    Professor  Cun- 
ningham, on  Aug.  25,  three,  IGJlb..  5|lb.,  41b.  ;  on 
Aug.  27,  one,  51b.;  total,  four,  341b.  'Major  Jones, 
on  Aug.  28,  one.  6|lb.    Totals  : — Aug.  22,  nineteen  ; 
Aug.  23,  eighteen  ;  Aug.  24,  twenty-three  ;  Aug.  25. 
twenty;  Aug.  27,  nine;  Aug.  28,  three.    Total  for 
the  six  days  : — Ninety-two. — W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 


Killamey.— Fair  sport  h  being  had  at  salmon 
and  brown  trout.  Weather  favourable,  and  waters 
in  nice  order. — T.  J.  D. 

'-Iiouffh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel).— On  Aug.  20, 
Mr.  Eaves,  five  trout  71b. ;  Mr.  Fisher  anil  sons, 
two  trout,  41b,,  and  five  pike,  201b.  ;  Col.  Hutchison, 
eifzht  fish,  fll  lb. ;  Col.  Doncaster  and  lady,  three, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  one  trout,  411b.,  on  dap.  On 
Aug.  22,  Mr.  Eaves,  four  trout,  5'b.  ;  Mr.  Fisher  and 
sons,  seven,  91b.;  Col.  Hutchison,  three,  41b.  ;  Col. 
Doncaster,  four,  61b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  four,  6j:b.,  and 
four  ducks.  On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  Eaves,  .six  trout  , 
11  lb. ;  Mr.  Fi?her,  three,  3;b. ;  Col.  Hutchison,  two, 
4ilb.  ;  Col.  Donca>ter,  two,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  four, 
4;b.  OnAug.  24,  Mr.  Eaves,  four  trout,  61b.;  Col 
Hutchison,  three.  5!b.  ;  Col  Doncaster,  one  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Wood,  two,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Hammat,  four  trout,  5!b  ' 
and  two  perch,  31b.  On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Eaves  five 
trout,  5Ib.  ;  Col  Hutchison,  two  trout,  4;b,,  and 
two  perch,  3  b.  ;  Col.  Doncaster,  four  trout,  6.h.  ; 
Mr.  Wood,  three,  51b. ;  Mr.  Hammat,  three  trout, 
5ib.,  and  three  pike,  15ib. — Thos.  N.^ughton. 

Lougfh  Corrib  (Geog-hegan's  Hotel).— Major 
Read  and  Captain  Hills  had  some  good  sport,  dap- 
ping, their  best  trout  being  4lb.  and  3|lb.,  and 
several  over  21b.  Mr.  E.  E.  Vawser,  on  Aug  16, 
five  trout,  7ilb.  {beit  fish,  3|lb).,  and  on  Aug.  21, 
six  fish,  101b.  (best,  two,  2^1b.).  Owing  to  the 
unsettled  weather  there  has  been  a  very  poor  ri  e 
to  the  Harry  during  the  week.  September  is  usually 
one  of  the  best  months  fpr  dapping  and  trolling. — 
K.  Geoghegan. 

Lough  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel).— The  weather 
here  for  the  last  week  was  most  favourable  for 


fishing.  Messrs.  H.  S.  Sharpe  and  R.  E.  McCoy,  of 
Livefpool,  had  good  sport  for  the  week,  kilting 
forty-two  trout,  weighing  471b. '  IThe  Messrs.  Har- 
graves  (Blackburn)  killed  in  five  days  thirty-five 
trout,  weighing  301b.,  the  largest  were  41b.  and  31b. 
The  Long  Harry  is  doing  good  work.  particula"ly 
in  the  mo-ninga  and  evenincts.  Colonel  Durant 
(Moffatt,  N.B.)  captured  on  Aug,  27  a  beautiful 
trout  in  splendid  condition,  weighing  7^1b. — T.  Fahy 
Naughton. 

I>on?h  Currane,  etc.  (WaterviUe  o«.  Kerry >  — 

Sport  has  been  very  poor  on  Lou2;h  Currane  with 
sea  and  brown  trout.  No  salmon  or  peal  have 
been  had  during  the  week. — T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  attLHk  and  Corrib  (CXoubar). — There 
IS  not  much  fishing  going  on  upon  these  waters. 
The  baskets  brought  into  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel 
smce  last  report  are :— Aug.  23,  Mr.  Duncan,  five 
trout,  11  lb.  lOoz.,  best,  31b.  5oz-.,  alien  the  Daddy  ; 
Mr.  Justice  Lucir  Smith,  four  trout,  2ilb. 
August  24.— Mr.  Duncan,  one  trout,  21b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  M.  Townshend,  two  trout,  41b.  (ioz.,  be  t, 
31b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Norman,  two  trout,  2  b.  14oz.,  be  t, 
lib.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Justice  Smith,  one  trout,  l^lb.  Aug. 
25.— Mr.  Justice  Smith,  six  trout,  7 fib.,  be^t,  2:b. ; 
Mr.  Marsham  Townshend,  one  pike,  81b.  Aug.  26. — 
Mr.  M,  Townshend,  two  trout,  4Jlb.,  best,  3|lb., 
pike,  3flb.  ;  Mr.  Norman,  tliree  trout,  41b.,  best 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Justice  Smith,  two  trout,  lib.  lloz. 
Aug.  27.— Mr.  Duncan  two  trout,  4|lb.,  best,  3|lb., 
gillaroo. — G.  A. 

laOTigh  MelviUi — Trouting  was  not  so  good  as  in 
the  previous  week,  yet  the  anglers  out  from  Garrison, 
Kinlough,  and  Bundoran,  enjoyed  some  fair  sport 


Open  until  November.      Open  until  November. 


L 


X906. 


SPACE— 1,000,000  sqnare  yards.  300  BUILDINGS.  Nearly  100  SECTIONS 
OFFICIAL  EXHIBITS  OF  30  NATIONS. 

Great  Attractions.  Expositions  of  Fine  and  Decorative 
Arts,  Methods  of  Transit,  Manufactures,  Machinery, 
Weapons,  Fish  and  Pisciculture,  Silks  and  Silk  Culture, 
Food  and  Chemical  Products,  &c. 

TO  I  IP[  should  not  fail  to  visit  this  EXHIBITION; 
I  yj\^  lyi^  I  ^   in  many  respects  UNIQUE. 

SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FLIES, 

Selections  made  for  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

MILLERS  GRAYLING  FLIES, 

2/-  per  dozen,  on  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

GRAYLING    FLY  CASTS, 

Gut  or  Hair,  1/-  each;  Mounted  with  Plies,  1/6  each. 

SALMON    CASTS,    From  2/6  to  10/6  each. 
SEA    TROUT    CASTS.    1/-  and  1/6  each. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 

HOLLAND'S  FLOATING  FLIES 


14,  Castle  Street  Arcade,  Cook  Street,  Liverpool. 
^I-Y      DRSSSINO  SPJSCIAX^IST'S. 

LISTS   ON  APPLICATION. 

LESSONS  GIVEN  IN  SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY  CASTING,  SPINNING,  &C. 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.        Throwing  against  the  Wind,  &c.,  &c. 

CLIENTS  CAN  BE  COACHED  ON  THEIR  OWN  WATER. 

For  Terms,  apply  to  FRED.  G.  SHAW.  11.  Nevlll©  Court.  Abbey  Road,  London.  N.W.i 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stirling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


SPECIAL 

(red  seal) 

SCOTCH  WHISKY 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-RATE  SALMON  FISHING. 

Fishing  on  Eiver  Deveron  for  October, 
and  low  ground  Shooting. 
J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


TO  I^ET 

for  a  month  or  two, 

TEN  ROOMED  FURNISHED  VILLA, 

together  with  over  a  mile  of 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

Koatiiis;  and  Shooting  on  the  Welsli  Deo.  Also 
Caretaker  required.— OWNER,  Denemere  Villa, 
Farndou,  Cheshire. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "Tlie 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
e.xclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays- 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon. 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— mTily  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  flsh. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  pEuticulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  BiOad, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. 


MUDfE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 

TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  2i7.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6(l.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,  SUBURBS,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  MEWOXFORDST.,  LONDON. 

Branch  O^ceJ^*'-  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.C. 


FISHIM  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chiev  OvnoB : 
0.  ST.  BBIDB  STRBBT.  LONDON.  B.C. 
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amongst  the  gillarooes  and  brown  trout,  and  Mr.  C. 
Gallagher  landed  three  trout  of  4|lb.,  31b.  and  2!b., 
trolling  on  Aug.  23. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 
Btonrne  (Xaewtown  Stewart,  oo.  Tyrone). — 

Tlie  much  needed  rise  in  the  Mourne  and  its 
tributaries  last  week  swept  away  the  flax  water 
which  had  been  previously  interfering  with  angling, 
and  since  then  sport  has  very  much  improved.  The 
nets  being  off  in  the  lower  waters,  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  will  be  able  to  run  the  river  at  a  1  times. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longrha  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina.  eo. 
Mayo).— River  in  flood  during  mo=t  part  of  the 
past  week,  and  is  just  now  getting  into  ply  for  the 
fly.  Master  Plowden,  two  grilse,  5Jlb.  and  Olb.  ; 
Mr.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Col.  Brown, 
one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  Carlton,  one  grilse.  oUh.  Some 
nice  sea-trout  were  got  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river. 
Col.  Whitaker  and  others  had  some  nice  trout  on 
the  loughs.  Good  sport  is  expected  at  the  clearing  of 
the  river.  During  a  small  flood  on  the  Palmerston 
some  fine  sea  trout  were  got — largest  31b.  Lough 
Talt  fished  poor. — Pat  Hearns. 

Pontoon  (Angrlers'  Hotel). — Dr.  Williams,  in 
four  days,  killed  thirty-one  trout  (one  H\h.,  two  of 
51b.  each,  four  of  31b.  each,  and  twenty-four  from 
l^lb.,  smallest,  jib.) ;  he  also  killed  eight  jack  about 
7ib.  each.  The  doctor  is  getting:  his  largest  trout 
on  Cullen.  Pike  fishing  will  be  in  full  swing  from 
Sept.  1,  and  it  is  sure  to  be  good  as  the  lakes  are  in 
fine  order  and  the  weather  is  promising. — P.  Healy. 

Bossea  (Dnngrloe.  oo.  Donegal^  The  lakes  of 

the  Rosses  are  in  fine  order,  and  sport  is  much 
improved.  A  fine  spate  swept  the  rivers  of  this 
loca'ity  last  week.  Since  last  notes  the  following 
baskets  of  sea- trout  were  made: — Aug.  20,  Mr. 
Davy,  seventeen  on  TuUy  and  Dungloe,  from  2Jlb. 
down ;  Colonel  Carden,  five  on  TuUy,  heaviest  21b. ; 
Mr.  Scott,  four  on  Tully,  heaviest  lib. ;  Aug.  21, 
Colonel  Alexander,  six  on  Dungloe,  heaviest  21b. ; 
Mr.  Davy,  five  on  Tully,  heavie  t  2.b.  ;  Aug.  22, 
Mr.  Davy,  five  on  Meenlecknalore.  heaviest  21b.  ; 
Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  four  on  Tully;  Mr.  C  eland 
four  on  Dungloe;  Colonel  Carden,  six, 
heaviest,  21b.  ;  Aug.  23,  Dr.  Drennan  and 
Mr.  Galbraith,  seven,  on  Dung'oe,  heaviest  2.b.  ; 
Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Galbraith,  four,  on  Dung'oe  ; 
IMr.  Gore,  six.  ,  On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Davy,  four ;  Dr. 
Kirkpatrick,  six ;  Mr.  Scott,  four.  On  Aug.  25, 
INIr.  Gore,  seven ;  Mr.  Davy,  five ;  Mr.  C. eland,  six, 
from  lib.  down. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
has  been  below  the  usual  standard  both  at  sea  and 
brown  trout  on  the  above  waters.  Matters,  how- 
ever, appear  to  be  improving. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  pollack 
and  gurnard.  On  one  day  Mr.  Leary  caught  a 
dozen  in  about  two  hours  averaging  about  51b. 
Anglers  out  in  the  evenings  had  from  thirty  to 
eighty  fish  each,  principally  gurnard.  Bass  are 
numerous  off  the  mouth  of  the  Reenroe  river,  but 
are  not  taking. — T.  J.  D. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry).— The  takes  of  pollack 
varied  from  six  to  twenty  fish  to  each  rod  or  hand 
line,  and  the  average  weight  of  the  fish  would  be 
about  41b.  Rock  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  along  the 
Reeneraugh  promontory.  Bream  and  scad  are  now 
furnishing  nice  sport  near  Scariff  Island. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  still  holds  fine  and  warm 
with  bright  sunshine,  and  decent  take;  of  fish  are 
being  landed  frjm  different  grounds,  codling,  pout- 
ing, flatfish  principally,  and  an  occasional  sole ;  bait 
used  lugworm. — Edwaed  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S  ). 

Deal  (thf  Pier».  —  The  Pier  has  been  well 
patronised  by  visiting  anglers  throughout  the 
present  week,  and  tackle  of  all  descriptions  has 
been  freely  in  e\adence,  but  general  results  have 
been  anything  but  satisfactory.  Pollack  anglers 
have  done  very  badly,  and  the  fish  taken 
by  them  have  been  exceptionally  small  for  the 
time  of  year.  On  Aug.  24  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar  made 
the  best  catch  of  the  day,  his  heaviest  coding 
scaling  3Jlb.  Good  numbers  were  taken  in  the 
evening,  but  the  general  run  of  them  was  small. 
Though  it  was  blowing  half  a  ga'e  of  wind  on  Aug.  25, 
some  .six  early  morning  fishermen  made  fairly  good 
mixed  bags,  Mr.  Waddell  securing  four  cod.ing  and 
two  congers,  and  Mr.  Barnett  landing  a  decent  lot  of 
po'lack,  though  his  heaviest  fish  only  weighed  a 
pound  and  ha  f.  Messrs.  Glen,  Akehur^t  and  Casey 
experienced  but  Fmall  sport  on  the  following  day, 
but  air.  Akehurst's  catch  included  one  very  fine 
p'aice,  and  Mr.  Glen  had  three  nice  codling. 
A  large  number  of  rods  were  in  position  on 
Monday,  August  27,  but  the  day's  catch  was 
very  indifferent,  and  pollack  fishers  did  no'hing 
whatever.  Mr.  Adams  had  a  good  catch  of 
codings  early  on  Aug.  28,  and  Messrs.  Edgar, 
Richardson,  Band,  Elphick,  Savage,  F.  C.  James, 
Spurgin,   Higgs,    Kerr,   together    with  Mr.  and 
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Miss  Morgein  all  accounted  for  a  few  fish  later  in 
the  day.  Mr.  Richardson  bagged  a  few  cod- 
codling  early  on  August  ^9,  and  several 
other  anglers  had  fair  sport  for  a  few  hours,  white 
Master  Kenneth  Hyde  hooked  and  landed  the 
largest  sea-bream  seen  here  for  many  years.  It 
turned  the  sca.e  at  2|lb.,  and  was  generous. y 
P-Ooented  by  its  captor  to  the  Deal  and  Wa.mer 
Angling  Society  for  preservation  in  their  local 
museum. — J.  RiCHabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Hastings. — Sport  improving  daiiy.  This  week 
some  of  the  boats  have  made  excellent  catches  of 
flat  fish,  numbers  of  dabs  going  14iQ.  A  few  whiting 
showed  up,  and  things  look  very  promising  for  the 
festival  next  week-end.  Mr.  Strange,  bass,  4|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Biddleeombe,  bass,  2jlb.  ;  and  a  number  of 
others  have  iiad  very  fa  r  takes. — H.  D. 

f  ansauuoa. — Fair  weather,  moderate  sport. 
Messrs.  Wi  lis  Bros,  and  Boatman  Barnes,  all-night 
fishing  Oil  Aug.  23,  caughc  two  morgies,  one  ray, 
one  bib,  nineteen  maci^eiel,  three  pouajk,  seven 
pouting,  one  red  piper,  one  rocitiing,  three  conger, 
191  chad.  Mf.  Ashby,  B.ti.A.S.,  six  ponacK,  twenty 
chad,  etc.  Mr.  Hyde,  B.S.A.S.,  had  a  good  run 
with  a  4ft.  blue  shark,  whi^h  toon  away  tnree  tets 
of  gear,  and  whi,,h  ima^hed  the  tac.^ie  a  ong.^ide 
the  boat,  before  it  touid  be  ganed ;  ai&o  caught 
iOiuteen  ma,jiie.'el,  six  ponaok  (4ib.  dotvnj,  fiity-nve 
chad  and  sp.oshers.  Macierei  whiffing,  catjhes 
seventy  dowa  per  boat.  Hand-lining  near  Mou=e- 
ho.e  gives  fair  sport,  catches  ninety  acke.ei  down 
p  r  boat,  fier  tithing  and  whiding,  modera.e  sport. 
—J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

f  lymoncli. — Fisliing  has  been  good  during  the 
last  week.  Plenty  of  pollack,  and  large  ones,  too ; 
several  taken  near  the  Mewstone  by  the  Yea.m 
fishermen,  and  some  fine  ones  at  Penlee  by  the 
Cawsand  fishermen,  and  also  tho-e  that  keep  their 
boats  at  Riclimond  Wa.k.  When  the  tide  and 
wind  suit,  there  are  a  lot  to  be  taiien  just  between 
the  Rame  Head  and  Penlee  Point  by  wnictlng  gently 
a-ong  with  a  light  sinker,  and  either  a  natural  worm 
on  a  hook  wiiJi  a  Baby  spinner  at  the  head  or  an 
india-rubber  sand-eel  with  swivel  and  curved  hook 
so  as  to  make  it  spin.  The  red  ones  taiie  very  wea, 
but  sometimes  the  fish  take  the  b.acK  one  Detter, 
and  when  it  is  gerting  dusk  the  whi^e  one  takes 
best.  The  "  Chal.enger "  bait  has  accounted  for 
some  good  baskets  also  there  and  further  down  the 
coast.  The  bass  on  the  Cornish  coast  seem  to  be 
glutted  with  pi.chards,  of  which  there  are  p.enty 
now  being  caught.  The  small  school  ones  of  about 
1  lb.  or  2-b.  are  very  plentiful  in  the  Hamoaze  and 
by  Saitash  Bridge,  and  a;so  off  the  Gun  Wharf  at 
Bull  Point. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.^ — Sport  is  now  good  with  various  fish> 
principally  pollack.  Rock  fishing  is  improving- 
— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.— The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able lately,  consequently  some  good  catches  have 
been  made.  Bass  and  greymullet  are  still  being  taken 
in  the  baokwatei,  but  it  is  out  by  the  breakwater 
rocks  where  the  largest  fish  are  caught.  Mackerel 
aie  fairly  p.entiful  in  the  Hay,  and  each  day  boats 
are  out  after  the  silvery  fish.  Messrs.  G.  Gardner, 
and  J.  Cox  of  Stourbridge,  with  Mr.  A.  M.  Hutton 
(Secretary  Men's  League  Angling  Ciub,  Har.esden), 
on  iMonday  took  fifty  mackerel  and  one  hundred 
pout  whiting  (best  fish  up  to  |lb.  in  weight). 
On  Aug.  28  the  same  party  took  198  mackerel, 
some  of  them  very  large,  also  two  pollack — boat- 
man, H.  Brown.  Sergt. -Major  Prothero,  R.E..  on 
Aug.  2o  tooK  three  muliet  weighing  oph.,  2|-.b., 
and  21b.  On  Aug.  23  one  bass  8^.b.,  four  mul.et 
of  2ib.  each.  ;  Aug.  29  six  mullet,  largest  S^lb.,  one 
bass  3ib.  A  red  mullet  was  captured  this  morning 
(Aug.  30)  by  a  lad  named  Lakey  fishing  from  the 
backwater  bridge,  about  7  inches  long,  using  rag- 
worm  as  bait.  Weather  prospects  for  week-end 
very  favourable.— -Chas,  J.  Russell  (W.  A.  A.) 


Jlssociaiions,  etc. 

Anglees'  Association. 

The  general  committee  meeting  will  bo  hold  on 
Monday  next,  Sept.  3,  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  at 
8  p.m.,'  instead  of  8.30,  in  consequence  of  the 
inquiries  being  held  re  illegal  fishing  in  the  associa- 
tion's fisheries. — R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

The  Lea  Conservancy  Board  have  given  me 
notice  that  on  Sunday  next.  Sept  2,  the  river 
between  Ware  and  Hardmead  Locks  will  be  again 
drawn  down.  Our  bailiffs  will  be  on  special  duty 
to  protect  the  fish  life  and  prevent  illegal  practices, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  our  members  will  assist  them 
and  not,  as  a  few  did  a  fortnight  ago,  help  to  make 
a  disturbance. — R.  G.  Woodbuff. 

Anglo-Fbench  Piscatobials. 
M.  Acier  occupied  the  chair  'at  the  meeting  on 
Aug.  29.  M.  Franco  read  several  letters  from 
intending  visitors  to  Paris  in  the  forthcoming 
Ballancourt  competition.  Three  new  members  were 
elected  :  Messrs.  T.  W.  Mayer,  Octave  Villecrose, 
and  M-  Edouard.  Some  nice  fish  were  weighed  in, 
as  follows  : — C.  Franco,  101b.  roach  and  dace  from 
Twickenham ;  M.  Acier,  lOJlb.  roach  and  dace 
from  Twickenham  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claverie  (from 
Bures)  close  on  301b.  of  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr. 
Fischer,  12ilb.  bream  ;  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Jacobs,  from 
the  Huntingdon  Ouse,  perch  and  bream. — Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  ordinary  meeting  on  Aug.  22  Mr.  Armitage 
was  in  the  chair,  but  there  was  little  business  to 
transact.  Many  members  are  away  holiday- 
making,  and  the  bright  state  of  the  rivers  generally 
is  not  conducive  to  sport.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  who 
had  attended  the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  dele- 
gates to  the  Anglers'  Association  on  Aug.  20,  gave 
a  report  of  the  proceedings,  and  was  duly  thanked. 
The  last  week-end  several  members  \asited  Hare- 
field,  but  sport  was  slow.  On  Aug.  26  Messrs.  H. 
Adams,  who  had  roach,  and  Yarham,  vvh  >  had 
dace,  beat  their  respective  opponents  in  the  first 
round  for  the  club  cup.  Messrs.  H.  C.  Tuckwell 
and  Worrall  also  had  roach.  On  Aug.  25  Mr.  E. 
Blagrave  had  13)b.  3oz.  of  roach  (best  lib.  3oz.  and 
lib.  2ioz.)  from  a  private  part  of  the  Colne. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatobiax  Society. 
An  interesting  meeting  was  held  at  JIasons'  Hall 
Tavern  on  Aug.  28,  Mr.  F.  E.  Loncon  presiding. 
Fishing  reports — many  of  them  good,  a  few  bad  or 
indifferent — were  numerous,  among  them  Mr.  C. 
Burgess,  fishing  the  Medway,  reported  bream  and 
roach  ;  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  (Great  Ouse),  bream  up 
to  31b.  8oz.  ;  (Nene)  chub  up  to  2-i-lb.,  besides 
good  roach  at  Henley  ;  Messrs.  E.  J.  Orpin  and  F. 
Rankin  (Datehet),  dace,  chub,  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
H.  G.  Lee  (East  Anglia),  bream,  several  of  them  good 
fish  ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin,  at  same  locality,  also  having 
bream,  etc.,  many  other  good  bream  being  taken 
at  other  places  (in  Norfolk)  by  Mr.  Lee,  besides 
roach.  Attention  was  called  to  the  competition  (on 
Sept.  11)  for  all  fish  other  than  pike  and  perch, 
when  a  valuable  prize  is  offered  by  Mr.  Thompson 
for  the  best  tliree  roach,  the  committee,  at  their 
discretion,  offering  prizes  also  on  the  occa»sion. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Much  better  sport  is  reported  by  our  members 
since  our  last  meeting.  Sir.  Wood  has  recorded 
341b.  of  tench,  and  Mr.  Fox  321b.  of  the  same 
species  of  fish.  All  the  fLsh  weighed  ov^er  21b.,  all 
under  that  weight  having  been  returned  to  their 
native  element  by  the  fortunate  captors.  The  best 
fish  scaled  3 Jib.  Mr.  H.  Dimn  and  Mr.  C.  L 
Scholefield  had  another  successful  day  with  the 
fly  on  the  club  trout  water,  each  taking  some  good 
fish  over  1  lb.  The  weeds  ha\dng  been  cut  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner,  the  fishery  should  yield 
some  good  specimens  before  the  season  closes  on 
Sept.  10.  Heats  for  the  championsliip  must  be 
decided  before  Sept.  5,  as  the  draw  for  the  next 
roimd  takes  place  on  that  date.  The  third  club 
outing  of  the  season  takes  place  on  Sept.  9,  the 
venue  being  Culham.  Mr.  C.  E.  Roberts  has  taken 
some  more  good  dace  on  the  fly  up  to  lO^z. — G.  R. 


SALMON  FISHERY  PROSECUTION. 


Robert  Richabdson,  a  fisherman,  was  sum- 
moned at  Whitby  on  Aug.  25  with  having  fixed 
engines  rmlawfully  near  Whitby  Harbour.  It  was 
alleged  that  the  net,  400  yards  long,  was  fixed 
by  having  an  anchor  at  the  seaward  end.  The  head 
water  bailiff'  and  two  sergeants  of  the  Tweed  river 
police  having  gi\en  evidence  as  to  witnessing  the 
netting,  defendant,  who  pleaded  not  guilty,  said 
that  the  weather  being  foggy,  the  watchers  could 
not  possibly  see  what  was  going  on.  Tlie  Bench, 
however,  inflicted  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs.  J. 
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^offings  be  ti)c  ^ag. 


The  apple -branchee  bend  with  ripening  weight, — 

The  apple-branches  rosy  as  with  flowers  ; 
You'd  think  red  giant  fuchsias  blooming  late 

Within  this  sunny  orchard-ground  of  ours. 
Give  us  your  shade,  fair  fountain-trees  of  fruits; 

W e  rest  upon  the  mosses  at  your  roots  : 
Fair  fountain  trees  of  fruits,  drop  windfalls  here  ; 

La,  ripening  store  for  all  the  coming  year. 

— Augusta  Webstek. 


A  Cure  for  Rheumatics. 

"Come  out,  'tis  now  September!"  To-day 
(September  1)  I  am  told  that  partridge  shooting 
commences.  Very  well  ;  a  nice  change  from 
grouse.  When  I  dine  (or  limch)  at  Taylor's  (late 
Craig's),  in  Fleet-street,  1  can  manage  a  "  whole  " 
bird — that  is  to  say,  I  can  eat  it.  Tliis  is  how 
(according  to  Carter  Platts)  an  old  Yorkshire  angler 
treated  a  brace  of  grouse :  "  Although  he  was  over 
three  score  years  and  ten,  his  ej^osight  was  as  keen 
as  a  hawk's,  and  he  could  dress  a  fly — aye,  and  throw 
it,  too — with  anyone  in  the  country  side.  But  the 
poor  old  chap  was  terribly  plagued  with  rheumatics, 
and  one  day  we  heard  with  regret  that  he  was  laid 
up  in  bed.  The  Squire's  lady — good,  kind  soul  ! — 
thinking  that  old  Haekleton  would  appreciate  some 
little  delicacy  that  his  slim  pvu-se  could  not  afford, 
sent  him  a  brace  of  grouse.  Never  was  such  a 
miraculous  cure  for  rheumatics  known,  for  the  day 
but  one  afterwards  the  Squire's  wife  met  Haekleton 
coming  back  from  the  river  with  a  fine  dish  of  trout. 
*  *  *  * 

"'Ah,  Haekleton,  I'm  glad  to  see  you  about 
again,'  she  said,  as  she  shook  his  hand.  '  You 
got  the  grouse,  I  suppose  ?  '  'I  did,  an'  thank  yer 
kindly  for  'em,  mum.  Tliey  did  me  a  power  of 
good—came  in  most  handy.  I  wouldn't  ha'  caught 
these  'ere  fish  without  'eTn,'  he  replied.  '  Tliey  put 
so  much  strength  into  you,  did  they  ?  '  inquired 
the  lady  sympathetically.  '  Well,  not  'zactly, 
mum  ;  but  I  used  the  feathers  for  tying  grouse 
and  orange  wi'.  I've  sold  six  dozen  flees  of  'em  for 
six  bob,  an'  I've  a  lot  left  yet  beside  what  I've  used 
this  morning.'  '  Yes,  yes  ;  but  the  birds  them- 
selves ?  How  did  you  have  them  cooked  ?  ' 
'  Cooked,  mum — cooked  ?  '  he  grunted  loftily.  '  I 
know  a  better  thing  nor  that  !  Think  1  was  going 
to  waste  'em  that  way  ?  I'm  saving  'em  to  breed 
maggots  for  bait.'  " 


Mb.  Oliver  Bubtoist  has  just  returned  from 
fishing  at  Eel's  Foot,  Ormesby  Broad,  and  says 
that  he  will  not  make  it  so  late  again,  as  the  month 
of  July  is  the  best  time  for  bream  fishing.  He  had 
too  much  wind  (so  did  we),  and  his  best  one  day's 
bag  was  381b.,  and  lost  some  good  ones.  Not  so 
bad,  Oliver,  as  they  were  all  good  fish. 


The  "  Trent  Otter  "  (J.  W.  Martin,  of  8,  Seymoirr- 
street,  Euston-square,  N.W.)  has  sent  me 'a  pre- 
liminary notice  of  a  new  book  which  will  be  ready 
shortly.  It  is  entitled,  "  My  Fishing  Days  and 
Fishing  Ways."  There  are  seventeen  chapters, 
and  fourteen  full-page  illustrations.  It  is  a  record 
of  experiences  gathered  during  forty-six  years  of  an 
angler's  life  while  fishing  for  so-called  coarse  fish 
in  the  waters  and  streams  of  sixteen  counties  and 
twenty-five  rivers.  It  will  be  printed  on  stout 
paper  with  clear  type,  and  nm  to  about  two  hundred 
pages. 

*  *  *  * 

Those  who  would  care  for  a  signed  copy  will  h&ve 
one  reserved  on  receipt  of  Is.  lOd.  (postage  4d. 
extra).  The  edition  being  limited,  early  application 
is  necessary.  The  book  is  written  in  his  well-known 
chatty  and  instructive  style,  and  much  of  interest 
will  be  found  of  rivers  and  fishing  stations  far  and 
wide  ;  and  a  faithful  record  of  a  long  career  among 
the  coarse  fish  of  English  waters  with  rod  and  line 
•  *  »  » 

By  the  way,  the  "Trent  Otter"  was  asked  by  a 
friend  to  join  him  for  a  day  among  the  Kennett 
barbel,  but  business  prevented.  The  friend,  who 
admitted  he  was  a  "duffer,"  brought  home  eight 
nice  barbel  up  to  5|ib.,  and  said  if  he  had  been 
accompaaied  by  the  "Otter"  a  waggonette  would 
have  been  necessary  to  convey  the  fish  to  the  station. 


Mb.  Geobge  Hoyle,  the  well-known  fiy-tier 
and  fly-caiter,  is  once  again  riuining  a  small  party 
of  anglers  to  Donegal  for  sixteen  days.  He  expects 
to  start  about  Sept.  1.3.  There  is  room  for  two  or 
three  rods,  and  early  application  for  particulars 
should  be  addressed  to  him  at  31,  Vincent-road, 
West  Green,  N.  This  is  a  good  opportunity  for 
those  wishing  to  improve  their  easting  as  well  as 
catching  fish. 


The  7i.b.  2oz.  Chub. 
Mr.  a.  p.  Zebfass,  whose  four  fine  chub  taken 
from  Hampshire  on  Aug.  20  and  21  were  recorded 
last  week,  gives  the  weights  and  measurements  of  the 
two  best,  as  follows :  Weight,  71b.  2oz.  ;  length, 
from  tip  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  22Mn.  ;  length  from 
fork  to  eye,  20^in.  ;  girth,  16in.  The  01b.  lOoz.  fish 
measured  from  tip  of  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  24in.  ; 
from  fork  of  tail  to  eye,  22in.  ;  girth,  15in.  He 
asks,  "  How  far  is  the  largest  fish  off  record  ?  " 

*  *  *  ♦ 

On  Feb.  18,  1905,  we  gave  an  illustration  of  a 
handsome  chub  (which  Messrs.  Cooper  set  up) 
taken  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  in  the  Hampshire  Avon 
at  Christchurch  with  cheese  paste,  on  Aug.  17, 
1904.  It  weighed  71b.  5oz.,  and  is  believed  to  be 
the  largest  chub  taken  in  fair  angling  on  record. 
Mr.  Walker  also  had  another  fish  of  5lb.  12oz., 
whilst  his  son  captured  one  of  61b.  8oz. 

*  *  *  * 
Another  fine  specimen  chub  was  taken  early  in 

1897  by  that  famous  angler  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis, 
of  Nottingham  (now  a  Justice  of  the  Peace),  from 
the  Trent,  when  using  the  finest  of  roach  tackle. 
These  were  Mr.  Wallis's  particulars  :  "  1  was  roach 
fishing  from  the  bank  in  a  swim  14ft.  deep  with 
brandling  worms  for  roach,  my  tackle  consisting 
of  fine  drawn  gut,  No.  8  Limerick  hook,  and  fine 
twisted  silk  line.  I  hooked  what  turned  out  to  be 
a  ponderous  chub,  and  after  a  bit  of  exciting  sport, 
Mr.  Herbert  Baker  netted  the  fish,  which  weighed 
exactly  71b.  loz.  when  caught,  but  when  weighed 
at  the  club  eight  hours  later  registered  01b.  14oz." 

*  *  *  * 

The  fish  was  exhibited  at  the  Fishing  and  Yachting 
Exhibition  at  the  Imperial  Institute  in  May,  1897. 
As  was  remarked  at  the  time  :  "  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  the  hanging  committee  could  not  have  been 
able  to  find  a  better  position  for  a  fish  alike  remark- 
able in  itself  and  for  the  circumstances  of  its  cap- 
ture." It  was  a  pity,  and  "  Drag,"  who  took  it 
from  St.  Dunstan's  House  safely  in  a  cab,  and 
handejl  it  over  to  the  authorities,  got  part  of  the 
blame  !  Get  one  of  71b.  S^oz.,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  W.,  and 
we  will  do  it  "justice." 

*  *  *  * 
A  7lb.  14oz.  Chub 

was  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  December, 
1904.  It  was  "  caught  "  on  Nov.  28,  1904,  by  an 
otter  from  the  Hampshire  Avon.  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker, 
in  answer  to  inqviiries  for  some  particulars,  said  : 
"  That  chub  was  not  so  much  hurt,  and  Cooper 
said  it  would  set  up  all  right.  It  weighed  on 
Monday  at  10  a.m.  exactly  81b.,  but  at  9  p.m. 
only  71b.  14oz.  ;  in  each  case  it  was  washed  and 
clean.  I  took  a  sketch  of  it  on  a  boart..  Here  are 
the  measurements  : — Length,  from  tip  of  nose  to 
fork  of  tail,  24in.  ;  girth,  17in." 

*  *  *  * 
A  Reported  7lb.  12oz.  Chub. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Coatos,  of  Ambergate,  in  February, 
1904,  sent  us  a  detailed  account  of  a  chub  said 
to  have  weighed  71b.  12oz.,  and  measm-ing  20  inches 
in  length.  It  was  captured  on  the  revolving 
"  leaf -catcher  "  or  grating  at  the  entrance  of  the 
wireworks  turbine-race  when  the  grating  was  lifted 
up  to  be  cleared.  It  was  taken  to  the  works  office 
of  Messrs.  Johnson's  wireworks  and  weighed,  and 
afterwards  divided  amongst  the  men  who  secured 
it. 

*  *  *  * 

So  this  is  how  it  stands  : — 

1.  E.  J.  Walker  (1904)      ..     7Ib.  5oz. 

2.  A.  P.  Zerfass  (1906)       ..    71b.  2oz. 

3.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  (1897)    ..    01b.  14oz. 

(AH  taken  on  rod  and  line.) 
The  71b.  12oz.  chub  was  "killed  on  the  wheel," 
and  the  71b.  14oz.  by  the  "  otter."  With  regard  to 
the  71b.  12oz.  fish,  the  Edit(  r  remarked  at  the  time: 
"  I  was  not  aware  that  there  were  any  chub  in 
the  Derwent.  ...  Is  Mr.  Coates  quite  certain 
that  it  was  a  chub  ?  It  has  happened  that  an 
out-of-condition  bull  trout  or  salmon  has  been 
called  a  chub  before  now,  and  salmon  used  to  run 
up  the  Derwent  as  far,  I  think,  as  Matlock,  so  an 
old  angler,  '  One-armed  Ben,'  with  whom  I  fished 
the  Derwent  at  the  end  of  the  sixties,  told  me." 
*  *  •  » 

So  much  for  the  chub,  which  look  very  nice  in 
a  glass  case,  but  do  not  quite  equal  the  flavour  of 
skate,  cod,  conger,  etc.  The  contingent  of  B.S.A.S. 
anglers  who  left  London  on  Aug  25,.  for  Ballycotton 
have  made  a  good  start  on  something  that  can 
be  eaten.  I  read  a  telegram  at  headquarters  on 
Aug.  29,  as  follows  :  "  All  well,  glorious  weather. 
Mr.  Bullock,  sen.,  one  halibut,  1021b.,  and  one  ling, 
241b.  ;  Mr.  Sintzenich,  one  skate,  1161b.  ;  Mr.  F. 
Clay,  cod,  261b.  ;  Mr.  Boyton,  conger,  341b.  ; 
Mr.  Nicol,  conger,  381b.  ;  Mrs.  Wheeler,  a  skate 
of  1441b.,  and  Mr.  Young  a  skate  of  771b." 


"  An  experiment  of  trying  to  land  a  man  out  of 
the  water  by  means  of  a  rod  and  line  was  tried  at 
Durrus,  Co.  Cork,  recently.  Constable  Kennedy,  a 
champion  swimmer,  elected  to  '  do  the  fish,'  and 
Dr.  Lewis  undertook  to  land  him.  The  doctor 
attached  a  strong  salmon  hook  to  a  be't  fastened 
across  the  constable's  shoulders,  and  the  latter 
dived  and  turned  and  swam  a  number  of  time.s,  but 
was  being  gradually  hauled  in  when  the  lino 
snapped.    The  trial  is  to  be  repeated." 

•  *  •  •  • 

From  the  same  Irish  paper  I  pull  the  following : — 
"More  remarkable  still  was  the  incident  which 
followed.  Dr.  Orr,  of  Huddersfield,  wa?  fly-fishing 
in  the  river  when  the  pony  which  brought  him  from 
Dunbeacon  broke  loose  from  where  it  was  tied  and 
fell  into  deep  water  with  the  trap  attached.  The 
pony  made  frantic  efforts  to  swim  ashore,  but  was 
hampered  bv  the  weight  of  the  trap.  Dr.  Orr  was 
fishing  at  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  and  he 
threw  his  line  towards  the  pony.  By  a  fortunate 
chance  the  fishing-hook  caught  the  pony  in  the  ear 
and  held  fast.  The  angler  pulled  his  line,  and  the 
pony  responded,  with  the  result  that  both  pony  and 
trap  were  safely  '  landed '  on  the  shore."  [I  asked 
our  Editor  what  fly  it  could  have  been  that  Dr.  Orr 
landed  the  pony  and  trap  with — he  said  it  must 
have  been  "  The  Coachman  !  "] 


Messrs.  Akhobst,  Piebson,  and  Thatcher,  of 
the  Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  had  a  good  day  at 
Ramsgate  this  week.  Piloted  by  Steve  Penney, 
they  creeled  over  150  nice  dabs  and  whiting.  Mr. 
Sprules  says  they  were  distributed  amongst  the 
members  at  the  club,  and  made  a  nice  change  for 
breakfast. 


Mb.  G.  a.  Waterston,  writing  from  Mount- 
shannon,  CO.  Ciare,  Ireland,  sends  this  for  the 
benefit  of  tho^e  looking  for  good  pike  fishing  : — 
"  Several  large  pike  were  captured  in  Lough  Derg, 
at  Mountshannon,  during  the  past  week,  averaging 
15Ib.  to  201b.,  and  the  season  promises  to  be  a 
record  one." 


Fish  for  Manure. 

The  foVowing  order  from  the  records  of  the  town 
of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  May  11,  1644.  illustrates,  in  a 
comical  way,  the  custom  of  u&ing  fish  for  maniu-e 
in  those  early  days  : — "  It  is  ordered  that  all  doggs, 
for  the  space  of  three  weeks  after  the  publishing 
hereof,  shall  have  one  iegg  tyed  up,  and  if  such  a 
dogg  shall  break  loose  and  be  found  doing  any 
harm,  the  owner  of  the  dogg  shall  pay  damage. 
If  a  man  refuse  to  tye  up  his  dogg's  leg,  and  hee 
bee  found  sorapeing  up  fi?h  in  a  cornefield,  the 
owner  thereof  shall  pay  twelve  pence  damages 
beside  whatever  damage  the  dogg  doth.  But  if 
any  fish  their  house  lotts  and  receive  damage  by 
doggs,  the  owners  of  those  house  lotts  shall  bear  the 
damage  themselves." 

*  *  Hf  * 

The  abuv  xtract,  dipt  from  Forist  and  Streme, 
shoze  that  ther  waz  akashun  to  take  xcepshun  to  the 
"  power  wel  of  Inglish  undefiled  "  az  set  4th  in  the 
Amurican  langwidj  250  years  ago.  Every  dogg 
as  is  da  ;  katz  onely  av  |  ollidiz.  The  xampel  set  bi 
the  shining  lites  and  benefactrs  of  yuth  will  be  haled 
az  a  thoro  and  simpel  reform  in  orthografi  (wich 
wuz  verry  nesseserri),  and  it  rekwlres  no  manoover- 
ing  of  mine  to  make  the  ruse  felt. 

*  *  *  * 

Wile  on  the  kwestshun  of  fonetick  spelling  I  ma 
sa  that  I  grappeld  with  S.  P.  Ranto  aftre  I  ad  learnt 
that  Rushuns,  Japps,  Chy  Kneea,  and  menny  other 
nashunalitiz  ad  becum  o.  fay  at  it  in  sicks  lessens,. 
"  Wot  iz  Esoirant  O  ?  "  Well,  it'z  a  langwidj  wich 
rezembls  the  arms  of  the  He  uv  Mann — wich  r  orl 
leggs.  [The  Ed  itter  sez  that  suni  of  "  Dragg's  "  iz 
orphan  likit  !j 


Fishing  at  Old  Windsor  last  week,  Messrs.  M. 
and  A.  Lane  and  Startin,  in  two  days,  took  fifty-nine 
barbel — best  fish,  51b.  9oz.  Tliey  hooked — and 
lost — several  others. 


When  you  mark  a  letter  "  Please  burn  this,"  post 
it  in  the  fii'eplace. 


In  the  Gazette  of  Aug.  25  there  appeared  the 
words  of  a  song  (set  to  music),  entitled  "  I  am 
a  Jolly  Fisherman."  The  words  are  by  Charles 
Dibdin,  and  a  correspondent  would  be  glad  to  know 
where  he  could  get  a  copy  of  the  music.  If  any 
reader  can  say  where  such  is  to  be  obtained,  it  will 
oblige,  yours  very  truly,  Dragnet. 
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ForSUPERIOR  SALMON  A  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  SPECIAL  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  ROD. 

VERY  SUPERIOR. 

3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres.  2  tops,  button,  bronzed  fittings,  in  Ijag  complete: 
15  ft.,  35/-;  10  ft.,  40/-;  17  ft.,  45/-;  IS  ft.,  50/-;  19  ft.,  55/-;  20  ft.,  60/-. 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

2  joints,  all  greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings  :  8  ft.,  8+  ft,  9  ft.,  9^  ft,  or  10  ft.,  10/6  ; 
10}  ft.,  11  ft.,  lU  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  12/6. 

TIlis  Rod  will  be  found  everything  that  can  be  desired  both 
in  finisti  and  action. 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
liillers. 


lA/AnPDQ  Trousers,  22/6  to  30/'. 
ww**li^d\Wj  pair  Guaranteed. 


Stockings,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


DD^^I  ice  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
wrSwVJI  fortable  Brogue  made,  25/-. 

See  oup  "Angleps'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON,  Angllrl^R^Tort,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


WYERS  FRERES, 

REGISTERED 

TRADE  MARK. 


ANGLERS 
ANGLERS 

ANGLERS 
ANGLERS 

ANGLERS 


I  I  THE  BEST  TACKLE 
■  ■    is  always  the  cheapest. 

say  THE  MOST  RELIABLE 
TACKLE  IS  THE 

"TRIFISH"  BRAND. 

suppHed  DIRECT  from  the 
MANUFACTORY. 

write  to-day  for  Illustrated 
«  TRIFISH  "  Catalogue,  post 
free. 

can  usually  have  all  goods  by 
return,  no  waiting. 


WYERS  FRERES 

Continental  Works,  REDDITCH. 


Manager:  ALBERT  SMITH. 


Telephone :  23  Redditeh. 


GRAYLING  SEASON,  1906. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

are  known  and  used  everywhere,  and  the  reason  is 
that  no  better  can  be  had. 


«/  .J^"'  'iRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  (General  Manager  for 
Walbran  Limited)  has  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  graj'ling  hsher,  and 
has  during  the  past  45  years  fished  almost  every  grayling  stream  cf  note  in 
England.  His  personal  attention  is  given  to  every  order,  small  or  large,  and  his 
advice  will  be  freely  given  to  any  customer  requiring  it. 

^  Special  patterns  faithfully  copied ;  Jackson's,  Whitaker's,  Theakstone's, 
Pntt's,  Holt's,  Halford's,  and  all  other  authorities'  flies  supplied  either  on  gut 
hair,  or  eyed  hooks.  ' 

ANGLERS  READs- 

"  GRAYLING,  AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM."  By  F.  M.  Walbran.  Price 
2/6  post  free. 

"THE  BOOK  OF  THE  GRAYLING." 

de  Luxe,  7/6.    Postage,  3d.  extra. 

"  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED."  An  up-to-date  anglin?  guide  to  both 
salt  and  fresh  water  fishing.  By  F.  G.  Aflalo  and  Fbancis  M.  Walbran. 
Price  4id.  post  free. 


By  T.  E.  Pritt.    Price  5/6  ;  Edition 


SEND  TO-DAY  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 


OJ^LT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 


Central  City  Office  and  Showrooms :  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

(By  the  side  of  the  West  Riding  Hotel.) 
  Telegrams:  "Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telegrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 

FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

Acme  Works,  JJE WARK-OJJ-TREJJT. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  In  the  World. 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check 
aluminium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout.  ' 
3  in.  3J  in.  4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufaetuper  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 

LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

Coppldop  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars.   Quickest  Train  Service,  London 
Birmingham,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAl  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,  SEPTEMBER,  19(16. 


AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

PM 

A 

PM 

5.15 

9.55 

10.  0 

10.  5 

11.30 

2.  0 

7.45 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

AM 

Edinburgh  (Prlnces-st.)  arr. 

3.  0 

6.10 

7.55 

10.30 

5.  0 

6.15 

7.55 

10.20 

Greenock   , 

4.20 

7.  3 

9.18 

11.  8 

4.34 

7.15 

9.33 

11.22 

a8.54 

4.45 

5.30 

1  to 
0.0 

ll.f 

8.  0 

12.25 

A4  40 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

CS.IO 

a9.  8 

b7.15 

8.45 

1.  5 

9.  5 

10.20 

3.  5 

C8.55 

JnverTie^fiC\ia  A^ierdeen")  .. 

lis 

C7.3H 

PM 
8.  0 
AM 


PM  PM 

8.50  9.  0 
AM  I    AM  I 

6.40  —  I 

—  6.151 

—  id7.59[ 

—  Ic8.17 
cll55|  — 

8.35 


PM  I  PM 
11.35  11. ,50 
AM  AM 


6.35 
7.15 
9.45 
12.  5 


C2.22 
dS.SO 
1.50 
d9.45 
dll25 
2.  0 
6.  O: 


7.50 
9.49 
9.10 


A — This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 
B — Saturdays  excepted. 

a-Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,  b— Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.    Wednesdays  and 
Fridays.  c-Sundays  e.\cepted.  d— On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  8.15  a.  m.,  Perth  8  45  a  m 
Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m.  a.m. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  and  Jf  W  Railway 
„    .     ^  R- MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 
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PFovineial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  viorniny. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT.! 

We  have  had  another  week  of  splendid  angling 
weather,  and  om-  members  have  not  been  slow  to 
avail  themselves  of  getting  out.  On  Aug.  25  and  26 
all  our  railways  were  extensively  patronised,  and  the 
special  trains  were  crowded  to  excess.  We  have  had 
some  few  slight  showers  but  they  have  not  altered  the 
coloui-  of  the  waters  which  are  clear  and  low,  but 
sport  all  round  has  been  good  and  those  who  have 
been  out  early  morning  and  evenings  have  had  the 
best  sport,  rain  is  wanted  to  freshen  up  our  rivers; 
with  this,  sport  would  be  better  still,  but  there  are 
no  complaints  to  be  made  for  tlie  lack  of  sport 
minus  tne  rain.  Good  catches  have  been  made 
from  the  Trent  in  the  Alrewas  district,  and  in  the 
Rugeley  portion  of  the  river  some  good 
roach  have  been  taken.  Bream  are  still  well 
on  the  feed  in  the  Avon,  and  anglers  living 
close  to  the  river  baiting  up  at  night  and 
fishing  the  swims  early  in  the  morning  have  had 
grand  sport,  the  fish  being  of  good  size.  One  of 
the  local  anglers  at  Welford,  above  Bidford, 
caught  six  fish  the  other  morning,  which 
weighed  321b.  ;  fish  of  41b.  are  common. 
Stewed  wheat  is  the  chief  bait  used,  and  the  same 
bait  is  being  used  for  roach  fishing.  A  member  of 
the  St.  Stephen's  Club  caught  o\'er  401b.  of 
roach  last  week  from  the  club  water  at 
Luddington,  below  Stratford,  the  best  fish 
weighed  21  oz.  On  the  Severn  the  wasp  grub 
has  been  the  most  successful  bait,  and  roach, 
perch,  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  it.  A  number 
of  our  members  have  again  visited  the  Nene  at 
Otmdle  and  all  have  had  splendid  results.  They 
appear  to  be  trying  the  river  with  a  view  of  getting 
their  hand  in  for  the  coming  great  association  contest 
which  will  be  held  here  on  Monday,  Sept.  10. 
Those  who  have  visited  the  river  from  Birmingham 
have  had  catches  of  roach  and  bream  from  151b.  to 
201b.  per  bag.  Stewed  wheat  is  the  bait  that  has 
been  successfully  used.  Some  good  roach  have  been 
taken  from  the  Blythe. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  annual  match  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  took  place  on  the  Witham  at 
Kirkscead  on  Aug.  26.  Upwards  of  900  anglers  as 
repre-enting  more  than  100  clubs  took  part,  and  the 
line  of  fishermen  extended  over  four  mile-".  About  150 
prizes  to  the  value  of  £100  were  given.  B.  Hanson,  of 
the  Wakefield  Club,  had  the  heaviest  weight,  namely, 
6 lb.  lOoz.  By  this  success,  Mr.  Hanson  takes  the 
Slater-Foxcroit  cup  andgoldmedalandamarbleclock 
and  side  ornaments.  J.  Buzley,  of  the  Robin  Hood 
Club,  made  the  next  best  capture,  which  weighed 
61b.  2oz.,  and  he  carried  off  a  gold  medal  and  case 
of  cutlery.  Four  members  from  each  of  eighty- 
two  clubs  competed  for  the  Witham  trophy,  and 
this  was  S63ured  by  the  Wakefield  contingent. 
On  most  waters  sport  has  been  at  its  best  this  week, 
and  some  prodigious  baskets  have  been  made.  As 
an  instance  of  this  it  may  be  mentioned  that  three 
Spalding  gentlemen  fishing  in  the  River  Glen  at 
Surfleet  a  few  days  ago  took  901b.  of  fish,  of  which 
841b.  were  bream.  There  were  thirty-eight  fish 
altogether,  and  the  largest  weighed  4^1b.  The  best 
sport  on  the  Witham  has  been  obtained  at  Dog- 
dyke. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal  is  fiu'nishing  good  sport  at  the 
present  time  at  Wansford  and  Brigham,  and  some 
splendid  roach  and  dace  are  being  secured,  both 
with  pearl  barley  and  maggots,  and  at  Frodingham 
Beck-end  some  very  good  perch  are  being  taken, 
and  in  live -bait  fishing  T  hear  of  some  fair- 
sized  pike  up  to  91b.  each  having  been  taken. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  this  season  is 
providing  splendid  sport  for  the  all-round  angler, 
roach,  bream,  and  perch  being  taken  of  good  size,  and 
club  matches  have  been  fished  with  very  fair  results. 
Several  good  takes  of  bream  are  now  being  made  in 
the  Brigg  district  of  the  River  Anchokne,  both 
maggot  and  stewed  wheat  accounting  for  good  fish, 
and  an  occasional  tench  of  about  21b.  has  been 
secured  with  worm.  The  Abercombie  A.  S.  did  fairly 
well  on  Aug.  19  at  Newport  in  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  Mr.  T.  Reeder  securing  101b.  1  loz.  of  mixed 
fish  for  first  prize.  The  George  and  Dragon  A.S. 
have  also  fished  a  match  at  Broomfleet  on  the  Canal, 
Mr  H.  Green  being  first  prize  winner. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Up  to  Wednesday  last  we  passed  through  about 
three  weeks  of  about  the  heaviest  consistent  rain  that 
I  can  recall.  Flood  succeeded  flood  day  by  day — two 


in  a  day  at  odd  times — and  altogether  we  got  far  too 
much  of  a  grood  thing.  With  the  change  of  moon  on 
Monday  brilliant  autumn  weather  struck  in — bright 
sunshine  by  day,  and  quiet  nights,  livened  up  towards 
morning  time  with  a  little  touch  of  frost.  Brown  trout 
fishing  has  not  been  :good  of  late,  and  the  bright 
weather  we  are  now  enjoying  will  not  improve  matters 
for  day  fishing,  and  night  fishing  for  these  fish 
is  about  over  for  this  season.  I  might  say  that  speak- 
ing generally  the  smaLer  streams  in  this  neighbourhood 
are  fishing  the  best.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  welcoming 
the  fine  weather  a=!  affording  them  a  chance  of  some 
night  fishing  during  the  present  moon.  As  things 
are  at  present  the  streams  are  far  too  high  for 
successful  angling  in  that  direction,  owing  to 
the  recent  rains,  but  it  may  be  said  that 
nearly  all  our  rivers  are;  of  the  quick  running 
order,  soon  up  and  soon  ,  down,  and  an  odd 
fine  day  or  so  makes  all  the  difference  between  light 
and  heavy  creels.  A  few  odd  sea-trout  are  being 
killed  just  as  the  day  is  going,  but  nothing  of  any 
moment  is  being  done,  although  there  is  an  excellent 
"  run  "  of  them  in  the  streams  just  now. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  is  in  good  order,  and  fishing  well. 
To-day  Worsley  will  be  crowded  with  anglers 
fishing  for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Shield, 
Championship,  and  £10  in  cash  prizes.  Next 
Saturday  Leigh  will  be  the  centre  of  an  open 
contest  for  £5  in  cash  prizes.  The  holidays  at 
Oldham  have  caused  an  exodus  from  that  town  to 
North  Wales.  Openshaw  clubs  are  full  up  with 
contests.  Two  of  their  members  at  Worsley,  last 
Saturday,  won  the  first  and  eleventh  prizes. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

City  rods  are  very  busy  in  every  branch  of  sport, 
but  contesting  predominates.  Three  have  been  at 
Four  Crosses,  and  report  really  good  sport  there. 
One  had  a  peculiar  experience  whilst  bait  fishing : 
he  put  a  few  in  his  landing-net  to  keep  them  alive, 
a  small  pike,  2ib.,  fancied  them  but  paid  the  usual 
penalty  of  greed  by  getting  his  teeth  fast  in  the  net 
and  getting  landed.  An  important  meeting  of 
anglers  took  place  on  Thursday,  but  too  late  for 
notice  this  week. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  is  bad'y  needed.  The  Trent  continues  to 
run  in  extraordinarily  low  and  c'ear  volume,  and  as 
regards  the  smaller  tributaries  they  hardly  hold  any 
water  at  all.  Barbelling  still  attracts  plenty  of 
votaries,  and  I  hear  that  on  the  Kelham  stretch,  for 
the  season,  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Nottingham,  has  excel  ed 
with  over  sixty  remarkably  fine  fish.  Within  the 
fast  few  days  Mr.  J.  Spray  has  landed  nine  on  the 
same  stretch,  and  higher  up  stream,  or  at  Averham 
weirs,  members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  have 
ki  led  twos,  threes,  and  fours  per  outing — they  were 
chiefly  secured  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm. 
On  Tuesday  a  sub-.tantial  haul  was  made  at  Stoke. 
Members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society  have  tried 
the  barbel  swims  and  holes  at  Shardlow  with  only 
indifferent  results.  They  have  creeled  any  quantity 
of  roach  with  wheat,  and  in  the  "Pulpits"  a  new 
member  (Mr.  King)  has  bagged  a  grand  lot  of  big 
perch  with  worm.  Mr.  Harry  Briggs,  an  expert  in 
paste  fishing,  has  taken,  in  three  outings  clo^e  to 
the  City  Bridge,  over  (iOlb.  of  roach  ;  whilst  Mr.  Geo. 
Shaw  and  Mr.  A.  Wilson  have  accounted  for 
ponderous  bream  and  chub  in  the  Grantham  Canal, 
in  the  Hickling  and  Cotgrave  districts. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Avery,  of  the  Worcester  City  Club,  fishing  the 
Severn  on  Monday  caught  201b.  4oz.  of  ohub.  Mr. 
H.  Taylor  on  Aug.  26,  fishing  the  Teme  caught 
eight  brace  of  grayling  and  two  brace  of  trout. 
The  Arboretum  had  their  third  competition  on 
Aug.  25  in  the  Severn  at  Lenchford,  and  had  very 
fair  sport,  the  first  prize  winner  was  Mr.  W. 
Tellbrook.  The  Worcester  City  Club  had  a  contest 
in  the  Teme  at  Hayley  Dingle,  near  Leigh,  on 
Aug.  23,  the  first  prize  winner  was  Mr.  T.  Prosper. 
Mr.  Sid  Hooper,  Arboretum  Club,  had  several 
good  baskets  of  roach  up  to  121b.  ;  Mr.  L.  Knight, 
sixteen  large  roach  (two  over  1  lb.  each)  in  the  Avon, 
and  in  the  same  river  Mr.  Baylis  a  score  of  fine 


Sale  of  a  Well-known  Argyllshire  Property. 
— The  mansion  hou.se  of  Kyle  Ruadh,  which  has  a 
splendid  situation  on  Loch  Ridden,  near  Colin- 
traive,  has  just  been  sold  through  Messrs.  Walker, 
Fraser  and  Steele,  estate  agents,  Glasgow,  to  Messrs. 
Robb  and  Crosbie,  solicitors,  for  a  client.  The 
mansion  house  commands  fine  views  of  the  Kyles 
of  Bute,  and  's  surrounded  by  extensive  pleasure- 
grounds.  There  is  first-rate  sea-fishing  in  front  of 
tho  house. 


roach  and  two  bream,  4ilb.  and  2 Jib.,  with  wheat. 
Mr.  J .  J  ones  caught  five  brace  of  grayling  and  ten 
dace  in  the  Teme  with  the  maggot.  The  annual  inter- 
club  contest  between  the  thirteen  clubs  affihated 
with  the  Worcester  and  District  A.  A.  have  been  fixed 
for  Sept.  8,  in  the  Severn  between  the  Ketch  and 
Kempsey;  the  prizes  are  numerous,  and  a  large 
number  are  expected  to  compete.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield, 
the  district  secretary,  has  the  arrangements  in  hand. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  York  Branch  of  the  Irish 
National  League  Workmen's  A. A.  held  their  final 
niatch  of  the  feason  at  Newton-on-Ouse.  The 
biggest  catch  amoimted  to  only  14oz.,  and  was 
made  by  W.  Ware— the  river  running  rapidly  and 
very  high.  W.  Harvey  led  the  winners  in  the  match 
of  the  York  Central  Jubilne  A.  A.,  at  Aldwark,  with 
a  fine  catch  of  roach.  The  annual  home  fishing 
match  in  connection  with  the  Tadcaster  association 
came  off  there  on  Aug.  25,  when  8eventy-s'=»ven  rods 
took  part.  The  water  was  rough,  and  small  catches 
resuhed.  Mr.H.Fanon,whosefish;weighed  llb.l5|oz., 
was  the  first  prize  winner.  Having  won  the  home 
and  away  match,  he  becomes  the  owner  of  the 
Bromet  Fishing  Cup  presented  to  the  association  by 
Mrs.  Hy.  Bromet.  ■  The  second  competition  of  the 
York  Affiliated  Working  Men's  Clubs  for  the  Union 
Shield.at  Nun  Monkton,  yielded  enjoyable  sport.  Ist, 
Promenade,101b.l2oz.;  2nd,  St.  Laurence,  81b.l4foz.; 
3rd,  Leeman-road,  71b.  I4|oz.  ;  4th,  Irish  National 
League.  7ib.  9oz. ;  5th,  Phoenix,  71b.  ;  6th,  Burton- 
lane,  61b.  12oz. ;  7th,  South  Bank,  51b.  6oz.  ;  8th, 
Clarence,  41b.  13Joz.  ;  9th,  Haxly-road,  3lb.  4ioz. 
The  aggregate  weight  of  fish  was  621b.  6oz.,  and 
sixty-one  of  the  sixty-three  competitors  caught  fish. 
Mr.  Gowthorpe,  Burton-lane  Club,  made  the  largest 
individual  catch,  one  of  31b.  9ioz.  The  third 
mat?h  of  Terry's  Employes  A.C.  took  place  at 
Beningbrough.  Rough  wind  and  water  notwith- 
standing, successful  fishing  was  experienced,  as 
every  member  made  a  catch,  J.  Todd  having  the 
lead  with  31b.  loz.,  and  the  total  weight  of  fish 
taken  was  261b.  l\oz.  The  Woolpack  anglera 
found  the  Derwent  in  fairly  good  trim  on  the 
occasion  of  their  concluding  match  of  the  season 
at  Stamford  Bridge,  on  Aug.  25.  All  caught  fish, 
the  biggest  catch,  one  of  lib.  4oz.,  falling  to  J. 
Steel.  Fishing  in  Mr.  Coupland's  field  Mr.  Booth, 
of  York,  caught  a  grand  perch.  The  fish,  which 
weighed  lib.  11  oz.,  took  maggot,  and  was  hooked 
on  the  finest  roach  tackle.  It  afforded  excellent  sport. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  up  to  Aug.  27  has  been  generally 
against  angling,  and  sport  has  sufTered  in  conse- 
quence. At  time  of  writing  the  conditions  have 
improved.  Sea  angling  is  now  very  much  in  vogue 
at  many  stations,  and  good  .sport  at  various  fish  haa 
been  hadatBallycotton,  Cork  Harbour,  Crosshaven, 
Castletown  Bere,  Darrynane,  Waterville,  Ballin- 
skelligs,  Valentia,  and  generally  a'ong  the  Connaught 
coast  and  a  few  places  in  Donegal.  The  fish  princi- 
pally had  were  pollack,  gurnard,  bream,  scad,  and 
mackerel.  Some  sport  has  been  had  at  bass  at  a 
few  places. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Reports  generally  from  all  parts  of  the  province 
show  that  the  flaxwater  pollution  has  almost  cleared 
out.  Although  very  much  damage  was  done  by  it 
before  the  spates  of  last  week  swept  the  rivers  it 
would  have  been  much  worse  had  it  not  been  for  the 
rain  coming  in  the  nick  of  time  The  Erne  is 
in  good  form,  and  sport  seems  to  flourish  apace 
on  it.  The  trouting  tributaries  are  givirig  fair 
returns  both  to  bait  and  fly  fishers.  The  floods 
brought  more  fresh  run  fish  up  from  the  sea. 
The  revived  coarse-fishing  competition  of  the  Ulster 
Anglers'  Association,  Belfast,  was  held  on  the  Bann,' 
near  Lough  Begg,  on  August  25,  when  there  was  a 
fair  attendance  of  the  members.  The  competition, 
which  was  a  pegged  down  one,  at  the  ten-yards' 
limit,  began  at  11.0  a.m.  and  closed  at  1.0  p.m. 
The  committee  (Messrs.  S.  G.  Taylor,  hon.  sec, 
J.  A.  Barlow  and  C.  J.  Littlewood,  vice-presidents) 
made  the  following  award : — First  prize,  Mr.  A. 
Cunningham  ;  second  prize,  Mr.  Littlewood; 
third  prize,  Mr.  P.  Brown ;  consolation  prize,  Mr.  A. 
Hamilton. 


The  Midland  Railway  Company  have  issued 
a  new  series  of  picture  postcards  of  the  Peak  of 
Derbyshire,  including  views  of  the  interior  and 
exterior  of  Haddon  Hall  and  Chatsworth  House. 
The  series  illustrates  a  few  of  the  important  places 
of  interest  included  in  the  route  of  the  new  Circular 
Tour  tickets,  which  can  now  be  obtained  at  many  of 
the  principal  Midland  stations.  The  cards  are 
printed  in  delicate  colours,  and  form  an  admirable 
souvenir  of  the  Peak  District. 
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The  following  was  accidentally  omitted  laat 
week  : — 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  occupied  the  chair  on  Wed- 
nesday evening,  August  22. 

Among  members'  reports  several  good  takes 
were  reported.  Mr.  G.  Dawes  had  secured  the  chal- 
lenge shield  at  the  Southend  competition,  and  pro- 
duced it  and  also  five  other  prizes.  A  13|lb.  bass 
had  been  taken  at  Newhaven — a  very  marked 
capture.  A  member,  fishing  at  Southwick,  had 
done  well  with  the  floimders. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  reported  the  result  of 
the  competition  for  the  Sarcelle  cup  for  specimen 
fisli  caught  in  British  waters  : — 

Specimen  Fish  Competition  fob  the  Year 
ENDING  July  31,  1906. 
The  following  silver  medals  have  been  awarded  : — 
Bass       .  E.  Parker        .  101b.  4oz.  Tenby. 
Coalfish  .  Dr.  E.  Gardner   17^1b.    .  Ballycotton. 
Cod       .  J.  T.  Ashbv     .  241b.      .  Penzance. 
Conger  ,  F.  H.  H.  Ward    26|lb.    .  Bognor. 
Dab       .  F.  Waller  .      .  lib.  12oz.  Southend. 
Flounder  H.  Trill     .      .  21b.  6oz.  Southend. 
Gurnard    N.  R.  Stone     .  61b.        .  Penzance. 
Hake      .  H.  Slade    .      .  121b.l0oz.  Penzance. 
Ling       .  S.  W.  Bullock     301b.      .  BaUycotton. 
Pollock  .  H.  H.  Akers     .  141b.  loz.  Deal. 
Pouting  .  C.  R.  Wadman    31b.  .     .  Ballycotton. 
Sea  bream  0.  Wheeler      .  31b.  .     .  Ballycotton. 
Skate     .  J.  N.  Hearn     .  1941b.    .  Ballycotton. 
Whiting    Dr.  H.  Bateman  31b.  2oz.  Lochinver. 
Wrasse  .  Dr.  W.  Cock    .  41b.  7oz.  Salcombe. 

Special  silver  medal  was  awarded  for  notable 
specimen  :  — 

Halibut  .  S.  Bullock       .  951b.      .  Ballycotton. 

Also  for  largest  fish  taken  by  lady  member  of 
B.S.A.S.  :— 

Skate     .  Mrs.  J.  AVheeler  1271b.    .  Ballycotton. 

Sarcelle  Cup. — C.  R.  Wadman. 
This  cup  was  given  to  the  society  by  their  old 
friend  and  vice-president,  Charles  S.  Payton,  Esq., 
H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais.  For  the  year  ending 
July  31,  1907,  eight  cups  will  be  given  by  the 
committee  in  this  competition,  one  each  for  the 
biggest  fish  of  the  following  species — bass,  coalfish, 
cod,  conger,  pollack,  skate,  whiting,  and  plaice ; 
and  ultimately  it  was  hoped  to  give  one  for  each  of 
the  other  fourteen  kinds  specified,  these  cups  to  be 
held  by  the  winners  for  the  year. 

Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  retained  the  chair,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  to  read  his  paper  upon 
"Flat  Fish  :  Tackle  and  Method  of  Anghng." 
■  Mr.  Parker,  though  incluaing  skate  in  the  list, 
left  them  to  the  Ballycotton  members.  They  were 
not,  he  said,  ordinary  fish.  All  they  did  was  to  use 
their  strength  to  keep  hold  of  the  bottom.  As  a 
sportsman  he  thought  that  a  good  large  open  umbrella 
on  the  hook  would  give  as  much  sport.  He  once 
caught  an  umbrella,  so  he  knew.  Soles  and  turbot 
should  have  been  included,  but  as  they  were  night- 
feeders,  and  caught  some  seven  to  ten  miles  off  the 
shore,  he  had  not  followed  them.  In  Holland  and 
Belgium  no  doubt  they  were  caught  more  inshore. 
It  was  no  use  fishing  for  flat  fish  on  rocky  shores. 
They  are  fond  of  certain  spots.  Dabs,  on  sand 
within  a  mile  of  the  shore  ;  flounders,  on  muddy 
bottom  and  in  estuaries  ;  plaice,  on  banks  in  the 
open  sea.  As  a  fact,  wherever  a  flat  shore  is  fotmd 
it  is  perambulated  by  flat  fish.  As  to  the  location 
of  these,  the  Government  enquiries  now  on  foot 
were  doing  much  to  define  them.  But  it  was  very 
heedful  to  take  the  advice  of  the  local  fisherman. 
The  spots  were  of  small  area,  and  he  had  really 
found  that  he  was  catching;  fish  when  men  in  the 
same  boat  were  not.  No  doubt  he  was  over  some 
gully ;  the  other  man  not.  This  he  had  proved 
by  changing  places  in  the  boat. 

Always  use  stout  gut  for  traces.  He  kept  his  in 
flannelette,  well  moistened,  and  the  worms  used  for 
bait  he  always  wrapped  singly  in  newspaper.  They 
kept  well  thus.  He  preferred  a  ledger  with  two  hooks 
md  a  single  trace  above  it  high  enough  up  to  clear. 
One  3ft.  long  was  about  right.  Use  proper-size  hooks, 
iftd  remember  that  though  the  mouth  of  a  flat  fish 
appears  to  be  small,  it  really  is  not.  A  float  is  often 
5f  great  use,  as  they  suck  rapher  than  bite,  and  often 
■oHow  the  bait  to  the  surface.  It  should  be  kept 
noving.  In  shallow  water  it  was  necessary  to  be 
IS  quiet  and  careful  as  though  you  were  angling 
n  fresh-water  manner.  When  the  tide  slackens 
;he  fish  rise  from  the  bottom,  therefore  keep  your 
sait  at  the  level  they  swim  at.  His  rods,  lines, 
)tc.,  were  exhibited  and  descanted  upon.  He  liked 
imall  rings  on  the  rod.  The  large  porcelain  ones 
luited  the  big  fish,  but  not  flat  fish.  The  water 
^elescope  he  had  found  useless.  You  do  not  find 
iat  fish  in  clear  water.  If  a  proper  spot  is  chosen 
t  13  no  use  shifting  ;  the  fish  will  find  the  baits. 
rVait  and  they  will  congregate;  they  keep  very 
Quch  in  shoals. 


The  Chairman  made  some  shrewd  remarks  upon 
Mr.  Parker's  paper,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaohnsdorf,  who  complained  that  Mr.  Parker  had 
not  told  them  that  all  flat  fish  swam  against  the  tide, 
and  that  sucking  the  bait  gave  no  warning  when  the 
lead  was  on  the  ground.  Keeping  the  lead  off  the 
ground  was  his  practice,  then  the  bite  was  readily 
felt.    Keep  the  bait  moving  up  and  down. 

Mr.  Waller  added  his  experience  as  a  flat-fislier. 
He  has  had  a  large  one  ;  and  the  blackboard  came 
into  use,  and  many  sketches  were  made  by  him, 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  Mr.  Parker. 

At  last  there  was  no  more  to  be  said,  so  the  usual 
,  votes  of  thanks  closed  tho  proceedings. 

One  of  the  old-fashioned  ordinary  meetings  of 
members  was  reverted  to  on  Wednesday  (Aug.  29), 
no  special  subject  for  discussion  being  provided, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  the  society's  hon.  librarian, 
occupied  the  chair  until  obliged  to  leave,  Mr. 
W.  K.  Summers  taking  his  place. 

The  Secretary  read  a  large  number  of  reports 
from  stations. 

Under  head  of  "  members'  reports "  Mr.  Lewis 
reported  having  fished  at  Weymouth — bass  up  to 
S^lh.,  mullet  to  l^lb.  Two  days  during  the  Wey- 
mouth local  competition  the  fishing  waj  spoilt  by 
tlie  firing  of  heavy  guns.  He  had  secured  the  two 
foreshore  prizes.  Dr.  Forbes  Winslow  had  been 
fisliing  on  the  Norwegian  Coast  for  flat  fish  almost 
entirely. 

Mr.  Colley,  at  Bognor,  had  fair  success  night 
fishing,  conger,  pout,  and  wrasse,  and  good  bass 
were  being  taken 

Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  worked  hard  at  Portland 
for  bass,  but  with  only  moderate  success  ;  nothing 
over  61b.  But  had  good  sport  with  the  grey  mullet 
He  supplied  great  detail  of  his  tackle  methods  and 
bait,  and  declared  himself  a  convert  to  this  difficult 
form  of  sport,  requiring,  as  it  does,  the  very  highest 
form  of  skill. 

Mr.  Pickup  read  a  communication  from  a  member 
fishing  off  County  Down  ;  Mr.  Bates,  at  Penzance, 
bay  full  of  pilchard.  Fish  gorged  with  food  ;  poor 
sport  in  consequence. 

A  telegram  from  Mr.  Mallett  reported  very  good 
results  of  the  Ballycotton  contingent  of  members 
now  on  the  spot. 

Mr  Bullock,  halibut,  1021b :  and  a  ling  of  241b. 
Mr.  Sintzenick,  skate,  1161b.  ;  Clay,  cod,  201b.  ; 
Boyton,  conger,  341b.  ;  Nicol,  conger,  381b. ;  Young, 
skate,  771b.  ;  Mr.  Wheelers,  skate,  1441b. 

Next  Wednesday  a  paper  will  be  read  by  Mr. 
F.  W.  Norman,  on  "  Gurnard,  Cottus,  etc.,  a 
Nature  Study."  H.  P. 


WEYMOUTH  AND  DORSET  SEA 
ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 


The  useful  and  successful  series  of  competitions 
which  took  place  in  Weymouth  Bay  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  Aug.  22,  23,  and  24,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Federated  Societies  of  Sea  Anglers, 
foimd  their  consummation  in  the  presentation  of  the 
prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  at  the  Marine 
Hotel  on  Friday  night  by  the  Mayor  of  Weymouth. 
His  Worship  was  received  with  a  round  of  ap- 
plause. The  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  S.  H. 
Wallis)  carried  off,  with  a  number  of  other  prizes, 
the  leading  prize,  the  gold  medal  value  £3  38.,  pre- 
sented by  the  Mayor  for  the  heaviest  aggregate 
catch  of  fish  in  the  whole  competition,  and  the  Town 
Clerk's  prize  and  the  bronze  medal  for  tho  heaviest 
round  fish.  Mr.  J.  Christopher  took  the  bronze 
medal  of  the  association  for  the  heaviest  fiatfish. 
The  Mayor  remarked  that  he  was  not  a  very  great 
fisherman,  but  he  had  engaged  in  the  sport  in  years 
past.  He  thought  the  association  had  had  a  very 
good  catch,  but  as  he  had  only  just  returned  from 
town  he  had  not  very  much  to  tell  them  as  to 
what  they  had  done  in  connection  with  the  competi- 
tion, but  would  ask  their  president  to  tell  the 
company  of  the  success  the  competitions  had  had. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  said  they  were  very  imfortimate 
the  first  day,  and  their  catch  was  small.  But  there 
were  several  things  against  them.  One  was  that  some 
very  heavy  firing  was  going  on  from  the  ships  in  the 
harbour.  The  next  morning  the  wind  had  changed 
to  the  west.  After  consulting  the  boatmen,  they  went 
out  where  they  had  previously  caught  nothing  at 
all  and  tried  their  luck,  and  were  successful.  The 
highest  catch  by  one  of  their  sea-anglers  was  over 
301b.  of  sizeable  fish.  They  caught  a  great  number 
of  fish  that  were  undersized,  and  had  to  throw  them 
overboard — fish  that  they  would  have  been  very 
proud  to  take  home  for  breakfast,  but,  of  course, 
they  had  to  abide  by  the  rules. 

The  Mayor  expressed  the  hope  that  the  Sea 
Angling  Society  and  those  gentlemen  who  had  come 
from  other  parts  of  the  country  had  had  a  good  time. 
He  thought  the  festival  had  been  carried  out  in  a 
manner  that  was  satisfactory  to  all,  and  should  there 


be  any  little  slip,  or  anything  they  did  not  quite 
agree  with,  he  hoped  as  that  was  a  young  society 
and  only  just  federated  with  the  National  Council  of 
Sea  Anghng  Societies,  it  would  be  overlooked,  and 
another  year  they  would  endeavour  to  do  better. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  winners:— 
Cfess  I.,  for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  during  the 
festival.— 1,  J.  Ctu-istopher ;  2,  S.  H.  Wallis;  3,  F.  C. 
Fortt  (Bath). 

Class  II.,  for  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 
pouting. — 1,  Percy  Graham;  2,  J.  H.  Rogers; 
3,  Mr.  May. 

Class  III.,  for  the  heaviest  round  fish. — 1,  S.  H. 
Wallis  ;  2,  F.  C.  Fortt ;  3,  W.  Butler.  Ditto  for  flat- 
fish.— 1,  J.  Christopher  ;  2,  J.  Chr.stophe.^ ;  3,  Mr. 
Ferres. 

Class  IV.,  for  the  greateit  number  of  sizeable  fish 
any  one  day's  catch. — 1,  A.  G.  Rowell ;  2,  Percy 
Graham  ;  3,  S.  H.  Wallis. 

Class  v.,  for  the  heaviest  catch  in  all  the  fore-shore 
competitions. — 1,  T.  Lewis  (London);  2,  S.  H. 
Wallis;  3,  W.  R.  Robinson  (London). 

Class  VI.,  for  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable  fi.sh 
taken  each  day  in  foreshore  competition. — 1,  A.  G 
Rowell  ;  2,  W.  R.  Robinson. 

Class  VII.,  for  the  two  heaviest  fish  taken  in  the 
foreshore  competition. — 1,  T.  Lewis  (London);  2, 
H.  Bowles. 

Class  VIII.,  special  prize  presented  by  the  Mayor 
of  Weymouth,  silver  salt  cellars  and  gold  medal  for 
aggregate  catch  of  fish  in  the  wliole  of  the  competi- 
tions, value  £3  3s.— S.  H.  Wallis. 

Class  IX.,  special  prize  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Cox, 
Radipole  Manor,  for  the  second  aggregate  catch, 
silver  cruet — J.  Christopher. 

Class  X.,  prizes  for  boatmen  who  attended  the 
prize  winners  for  the  heaviest  catch  of  fish. — 1,  J. 
Carter  ;  2.  F.  Carter  ;  3,  J.  Bennett. 

Mr.  J.  Howard  Bowen,  in  a  genial  speech,  pro- 
posed a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  for  distributing 
the  prizes.  He  was  sure  they  could  all  congratulate 
themselves  upon  such  a  successful  result,  especially 
as  that  was  the  first  year  that  that  association  had 
gone  in  for  rod  and  line  fishing,  to  which  they  were 
not  accustomed.  It  was  a  great  pleasure  to  find 
that  their  worthy  president  had  succeeded  in  taking 
a  catch  of  over  301b.  In  conclusion,  he  expressed 
his  pleasure  that  a  gentleman  from  Bath  and  another 
from  London  had  won  prizes,  and  hoped  that  many 
more  would  come  in  future  competitions. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Milledge  said  they  were  all  interested  in 
the  Sea  Angling  Association,  and  he  was  glad  to 
know  that  they  were  in  such  a  flourishing  condition. 
They  had  a  most  energetic  set  of  officers  and 
committee,  and  it  would  be  hard  indeed,  in  such 
circumstances,  if  the  association  did  not  go  ahead 
and  prosper.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor. 

The  Mayor,  in  reply,  regarded  it  as  an  easy  and 
very  pleasant  duty.  It  gave  him  great  pleasure  to 
do  anything  for  the  benefit  of  the  town,  and 
especially  to  welcome  gentlemen  from  Bath,  London, 
and  other  places,  and  he  thanked  Mr.  Wallis  and 
the  committee  for  asking  him  to  be  pre  sent. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  t6 
Count  Motaxa  and  all  the  committee,  who  had 
served  them  so  well,  especially  mentioning  the 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Rowell. 

Count  Metaxa,  in  acknowledging,  said  he  had 
only  just  joined  the  society  and  had  done  his  best 
in  every  way.  He  hoped  when  they  held  an 
association  festival  their  friends  would  come  down 
again,  and  that  many  more  would  come  with  them. 

Mr.  Rowell,  in  reply,  said  it  had  been  a  very  hard 
time  for  him  during  the  last  two  months.  He  had 
worked  day  and  night  to  bring  the  festival  to  a 
successful  issue,  and  he  thought  he  had  done  so, 
and  that  without  assistance  except  in  the  weighing- 
in  room. 

The  Mayor  having  to  leave,  the  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  J.  H.  Bowen,  and  songs  were  rendered 
by  Messrs.  Robinson,  P.  Graham.  Stedman,  Rowell, 
and  Fortt.    Mr.  Freedman  presided  at  the  piano. 

During  the  harmony  the  chairman  proposed  the 
health  of  Mr.  Jackson,  editor  of  the  Anglers'  News, 
the  toast  being  enthusiastically  honoured. 

Mr.  Jackson,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  congratu- 
lated the  association  upon  having  gone  in  for  rod 
and  line  fishing.  He  hoped  that  they  would  not 
revert  to  the  hand  lino,  and  assured  them  that  they 
could  get  more  amusement  and  pleasure  and  better 
results  with  the  rod  and  line,  and  such  fishing  was 
altogether  more  soortsmanlike. 

A  very  enjoj'able  evening  was  spent,  the  president 
occupying  the  chair  after  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Bowen. —  Weymouth  and  Portland  Stan,dard. 


In  consequence  of  the  continued  illness  of  Mr. 
J.  J.  Justice,  the  committee  of  the  Avon  and 
Tributaries  A.S.  have  elected  Mr.  T.  Thorloy,  of 
22a,  Somerset-street,  Kingsdown,  Bristol,  as  hon. 
see,  who  will  in  future  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the 
association. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


WEYMOUTH. 

The  ehapming:  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unequalled  fop  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wliitingr,  Maekepel, 
Congep,  Bass,  and  all  Rock  Fish. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr,  A.  RowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND, 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

ARE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  6^/.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VIDMACBRA  YHE,  Ltd.,  179,  Hope  St.,  GLASGOW 


GOOD . . 


FREE 


FISHING 


Roach,  Bream,  Porch. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommoclatioii. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c. ,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunta. 


SALMON  &  SEA-TROUT  FISHING 
in  IRELAND. 


MARTIN  KELLY  &  SON, 

56,  Lower  Saekville  St.,  Dublin, 

Have  Special  Stock  of  Superior  .  . 

GREENHEART  SEA-TROUT  RODS, 

ALSO  ALL  THE 

Special  Salmon  &  Sea-Trout  Flies 

for  Connemara,  Donegal,  Kerry 
and  Mayo. 

WRITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


CLOUSTA  HOTEL, 

BIXTER,  SHETLAND, 

FREE  spleDcIecl  Sea  Trout  fishing,  all  FLY,  in 
over  12  Lonhs  and  Voes,  e.xeeptional  easy  access 
20.000  acres  shooting,  free  ;  Snipe,  Duck,  Wild- 
fowl, &c.    Good  cuisine.  Moderate. 

.T.  HUNTER,  Proprietor 
Gentlemen  can  leave  Lerwick  Saturday  night, 
arrive  London  first  train  Monday. 


LOUGH  MASK. 

BEST  FREE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 


August  and  September — Best  Months  for  Baskets 
of  Large  Trout. 

Visitors  can  be  accommodated  at 

SPRINGVALE  HOUSE, 

beautifully  situated  near  the  Lake  ;  newly 
furnished.    Bracing  air;  grand  scenery. 
Sanitary  certificate.  Terms  veryrtjoderate. 
^  — For  particulars  apply  to— 

CHAS.  E.  MAYNE, 
Springvale  House,  Ballinrobe,  Co.  Mayo. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL  ' 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBV8HIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  .J.  Elliott 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides 
&c. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION 

CARL'S  COURT. 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11. .^U  p.m.     Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Charining  Pictures.  E.vquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  N'ieiiuese  Guilds 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  15R()XZES,  CHINA 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK-BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mestrozzi's  Amtrian  Band  of  37  Players. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  m  the  EMPRESS  HALL 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEl! 
An  e.\traordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Faniou.> 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  tlie  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Sul)terrauean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Ottos  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
1,000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  SchSnbrunn, 
Seramering    Pass     Abazzia,    *c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Ca.fi  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or    DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAYS 
  ATTRACTIVE. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH- 
WESTERN RAILWAY. 

SUMMER  EXCURSIONS 

FKOJt 

EUSTONT, 

KENSINGTCJN,  BROAD  STREET,  VICTORIA, 
WOOLWICH,  GREENWICH,  AND  OTHER 
LONDON  STATIONS  DURING 

AUGUST  and  SEPTEMBER. 

To  IRELAND,  every  THURSDAY  NIGHT. 

To  SCOTLAND,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT,  and 
on  SATURDAY  MORNINGS  to  SEPTEM- 
BER 8th  inclusive. 

To  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES,  CAMBRIAN 
LINE,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT,  BLACK- 
POOL. &c.,  every  FRIDAY"  NIGHT. 

To  ISLE  OF  MAN,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT  and 
SAJ'URDAY  MORNING. 

To^LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT,  every  FRIDAY 

To  MANCHESTER  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY'. 

To  BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 


Cheap  Trips  to  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY, 
including  Coach  Drive  from  Kenilworth  to  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon ;  or  to  Stratford-on-Avon  by  rail 
direct,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 


FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  OBTAIN  A 
PAMPHLET  at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations 
or  Town  Offices,  op  Write  to  the  Enouipy 
Office  at  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager 
London,  1906. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

2)eut6cbe  .  . 


Hngletsdtuna 


Published  bt 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Konthly.  Foreign  Annnal  Snbsoription,  m.  8. 

Address —     ~  — 

SCHIRMER,  Berlin  W.  Neuenburger  St.  14a. 


September  1,  1906 


RHEUMATISM, 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  &c. 
cured  by  using 

^^t>^ — r  7^ 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 

A 


I       Wholesale  only  of 
I  WESTON &WESTALLLTD. 

..JASTCHEAFLONDtltlK:  I 

'  ^«*JreoflIni^ahl)nsiinsist(ln  havinA 
f  i^jGeinimeDroil-wich  Brine  CRYjfflljX 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply' 
ing  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 

Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 

or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS  for  2/3, 

BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


RHODES' 

"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midg'es, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 

In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  cfcc,  or 
1/3  post  free  from 

158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  OLASQOW. 


The  Owner  of  a  well-known 

TROUT  BREEDING 
ESTABLISHMENT 

is  desirous  of  formiug  same  into  a  com- 
pany, with  a  view  to  further  development 
and  the  acquirement  of  Fishing  Waters 
near  London.  Will  any  gentleman 
desirous  of  joining  communicate  with 
Sportsman,"  8,  Hillcrest  Road,  Upper 
Sydenham  ? 


L.  B.  &  S.  C.  RIy.  I 


ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHEAF»  TRAINS. 


Saturday.  1^''*"^  Sunday. 

To        j  „     I  "„ 
Pulliorough,  I   To  To 
Airilierley  andlFittle-l  Pulljorough 
f  ittlewortll.  (Woitli.  andAmberley. 


■Victoria  .  , 
Clapham  Jnc, 
London  B'dge 
Peokham  Rye 
New  Cross  . 


4  4 
4  0 

2  57 

3  21 


p.  M. 

7  22 
7  30 
7  18 

6  22 


7  0 
7  8 

6  60 

7  1 
7  6 


A.M. 

8  20 
8  28 
8  30 
8  13 
8  16 


SUNDAY 

l^AY 
TICKETS, 

2/6 

SATURDAY 

to  SUNDAY, 
or  SUNDAY 
to  MONDAY, 

4/- 

SATURDAY 

to 

MONDAY, 

5/- 

For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
^       L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Rly. ,  London  Bridge.  j 

Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free 
I  doz.  ol  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  is.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnittcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Taeklo  Manufacturers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

jF^OT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

ATo  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  HOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insurahob  Company,  Ltd 
Will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle 
licensed  for  passenger  service.  In  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-payina 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
IS,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

HE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  HOTIGE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Sl.x  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualtt 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


THJ5 

Indian  Sporrtng  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Clrculatbs  throuohodt  Indja,  Ceylon 
BURMAH,  AND  Assam.  ' 
The  Only  lUustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
talus  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
PORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  6d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Whltefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  B.C. 


I 
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ilofcs  from  it)c  "gIodr> 

The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  and  family  are 
at  Abergeldie.  The  young  Princes  are  enjoying 
some  burn  and  loch  angling,  and  the  streams  just 
now  are  in  first-rate  order.  The  Gimock  runs  past 
the  foot  of  Abergeldie  Castle — in  fact,  it  is  wdthin 
sightof  the  Kennels,  and  is  an  excellent  brown  trout 
stream. 


The  weather  is  delightfully  wet,  and  as  the  nets 
are  off,  autumn  sport  will  now  be  a  dead  certainty 
for  the  next  two  months. 


The  Sheriff  Court  at  Stonehaven  was  occupied 
two  days  last  week  in  hearing  a  breach  of  the 
weekly  close  time  against  the  Messrs.  Poweries, 
lessees  of  the  salmon  fishings  at  Cove  and  Findon, 
on  the  coast  south  of  Aberdeen. 


Thirty-one  witnesses  were  examined,  chiefly  as 
to  the  state  of  the  weather  at  the  time,  ana  the 
particular  spots  where  the  breach  took  place,  and 
the  Sheriff  took  time  to  consider  his  judgment. 

Three  heavy  salmon  of  401b.,  41  lb.,  and  441b. 
were  on  the  Aberdeen  market  slabs  on  Aug.  24. 
The  top  fish  of  the  season  was  that  got  some  weeks 
ago  by  Mr.  Hector  of  561b.,  but  the  record  of  last 
year  remains  unbroken  in  the  fine  Don  cock  of 
61  lb.  then  caught. 


There  w£is  a  fine  spate  on  the  Don  lately,  and 
several  salmon  and  grilse  got  into  the  midcUe  and 
upper  waters. 


The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  dropped 
£1500  on  the  average  returns  of  the  past  ten  years, 
and  they  would  have  dropped  double  that  sum 
had  it  not  been  for  the  fine  hauls  of  sea-trout  which 
they  made  at  their  river  fishings. 

Tlie  Spey  is  in  very  good  fettle,  and  has  had  more 
than  the  average  share  of  the  rains  that  have  lately 
fallen  among  the  Grampians 


Mr.  Peto,  on  the  Rothes  Spey  water,  has  had  a 
very  successful  season.  On  Saturday  last  he  had 
a  salmon  and  a  grilse. 


The  fly  is  the  best  lure  for  fresh-run  fish  in  the 
autumn.  They  are  the  same  as  the  spring  lures, 
only  smaller  hooks,  and,  if  anything,  more  of  the 
fancy  order,  the  Jock  Scott,  Gordon,  and  Silver 
Doctor  being  good  samples  to  go  by. 

Special  Scotch. 


,THE  KODAK  "VELVET"  SERIES  OF 
PAPERS. 


A  NEW  series  of  printing  papers  has  been  placed 
upon  the  market  by  Kodak,  Ltd.,  under  the  above 
description,  and,  judging  by  the  specimen  prints 
and  samples  submitted  to  us,  the  new  papers  should 
be  sure  of  a  good  reception,  not  only  amongst 
amateurs,  but  amongst  professionals,  who  will 
certainly  adopt  a  paper  so  likely  to  please  the 
general  public.  The  new  series  includes  a  Velvet 
Solio,  a  Velvet  Bromide,  and  a  Velvet  Dekko,  so 
that  the  particular  semi-matte  surface  which  distin- 
guishes these  papers  may  be  obtained  in  a  printing- 
out  paper,  a  dark  room  development  paper,  and  the 
popular  "  gaslight  "  paper.  The  surface  of  the  new 
papers  is  a  compromise  between  the  well-known 
matte  and  glossy,  giving  all  the  detail  generally 
associated  with  glossy  papers  with  the  artistic  ren- 
dering of  the  matte  varieties.  There  has  long  been 
a  call  for  a  paper  with  a  surface  which,  while  par- 
taking of  the  nature  of  the  glossy  and  matte  papers, 
shall  be  different  from  either,  and  the  new  papers 
provide  just  what  is  required.  The  slight  sheen 
of  the  semi-matte  surface  of  the  Velvet  papers  gives 
more  of  that  desirable  life  and  transparency  in  the 
shadows  than  is  usually  afforded  by  matte  papers, 
but  in  no  sense  does  it  duplicate  or  approach  the 
effect  of  a  glossy  paper,  being  a  paper  standing  quite 
by  itself. 

The  Velvet  papers  are  of  medium  weight,  and  lend 
themselves  well  to  a  wide  variety  of  negatives,  from 
those  of  very  soft  to  those  of  quite  strong  contrasts. 
Velvet  prints  have  somewhat  the  appearance  and 
texture  of  a  Collodion  or  Carbon  print,  and  render 
the  detail  in  the  high  lights,  half  tones  and  deepest 
shadows  without  loss.  Their  manipulation  is  simple, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  their  characteristic 
surface  will  attract  all  who  are  anxious  to  impart 
novelty  and  artistic  appearance  to  their  pictures. 
It  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  new  papers  are  sup- 
plied at  the  tame  prices  as  the  ordinary  makes  of 
their  kind,  and,  of  course,  in  all  sizes.  I 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  H.  MiLEHAM  (Old  Windsor). — Received  too 
late  for  insertion.  Must  arrive  not  later  than  first 
post  Thursday  mornings. 

J.  Henty,  and  Others. — Your  letters  arrived  as 
we  were  going  to  press.  They  will  be  inserted  as 
early  as  possible. 


Xettevs  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART  RODS, 
ETC. 

De.\k  Sir, — I  have  read  a  good  deal  about  the 
merits  of  greenheartand  split -cane  rods  in  j'oiir  paper, 
ana  certainly  think  some  of  your  correspondents 
have  mistaken  what  you  originally  wrote,  which,  if  I 
remember  correctly,  was  your  intention  simply 
to  show  that  you  thought  when  playing  a  fish  in 
rapid  water  an  angler  had  more  control  over  the 
fish  with  the  greenheart,  owing  to  its  not  bending 
so  much  as  the  split-cane. 

As  T  think  a  really  stiff  rod  possesses  the  ad- 
vantages below  mentioned,  I  write  to  point  out 
that  a  split-cane  rod  can  be  much  stiffened  by 
steel  ribbing,  and  then  will  not  only  possess  the 
stiffness  (and  even  more  so)  attributed  to  green- 
heart,  but  retain  its  own  many  other  advantages, 
particularly  in  weight. 

Some  salmon  anglers  seem  to  think  a  stiff  rod  is 
not  necesswy,  and  that  it  does  not  matter  whether 
one  angler  can  throw  a  few  yards  further  than 
another  by  using  one,  and  that  a  long  line  is  not 
necessary,  as  it  gets  beyond  control.  Apart  from 
the  fact  that  a  long  line  will  cover  more  water  than 
a  short  one,  thero  is  also  this  advantage  :  In  spring 
and  autumn  it  is  often  advisable  to  well  sink  the 
fliea  in  the  water,  and  unless  one  has  a  stiff  rod  and 
can  throw  a  fairly  long,  heavy  line,  I  fail  to  see  how 
this  can  be  done  (by  the  majority  of  salmon  anglers) 
in  a  strong  current,  as  the  thin  tapered  part  of  the 
line  only  gets  in  the  water,  and  it  is  necessary 
that  some  consiaerable  portion  of  the  heavj'  part 
of  the  line  should  be  in  the  water  to  cause  the  flies 
to  sink  sufficiently  in  a  rough  or  heavy  current. 
Of  course,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  line,  the  flies 
can,  if  desired,  be  kept  near  the  top  of  the  water 
b}'  raising  the  rod-point. 

Then,  again,  one  often  comes  across  a  broad 
pool  with  a  rapid  current  in  the  middle,  and  at  the 
top  a  somewhat  narrow  neck.  Many  anglers 
would  fish  the  neck,  then  gradually  walk  down  the 
side  of  the  pool,  a  yard  or  two  at  a  time,  casting 
to  the  far  side  over  the  current  at  about  an  angle 
of  45  degrees  (the  salmon  as  often  as  not  would  be 
lying  at  the  far  side  beyond  the  current,  possibly 
under  the  shade  of  trees  or  difis),  and  would  find 
the  line  "  belly"  and  the  cast  quickly  carried  away 
by  the, current,  the  fish  never  getting  a  chance  to 
seize  the  flies.  With  a  strong,  stiff  rod  and  a  heavy 
line,  an  angler  could  stand  at  the  neck  of  the  pool, 
cast  at  a  much  less  angle  than  45  degrees  (hDlding 
the  rod-point  well  up  at  first  to  keep  the  line  out 
of  the  current),  and  fish  the  far  side  of  the  stream, 
gradually  lengthening  the  casts,  and  so  not  only 
fishing  the  far  water  with  a  comparatively  straight 
line,  but  also  sinking  the  fly  well,  owing  to  length 
and  weight  of  the  line. 

Then,  again,  unless  the  rod  is  stiff  (and  stiffness 
means  strength),  you  cannot  work  the  flies  properly, 
as  the  rod  bends  too  much  in  rapid  water,  and  with 
a  long  line  hardly,  if  at  all,  moves  the  fly.  Therefore, 
my  advice  is  get  your  split-cane  rods  stiffened  by 
steel  ribbing,  and  you  will  have  the  advantage  of  the 
greenheart  coupled  with  that  of  the  split-cane,  ' 
and  thus  attain  lightness,  stiffness,  and  strength 
combined. — Yours  truly. 

An  Allboottd  Angler. 
P.S. — -Last  autimin  I  had  what  was  to  me  an 
imusual  experience  :  I  landed  a  12Jlb.  female  sahnon, 
and  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  it  had  swallowed 
the  fly  (a  double-hooked  mediimi-sized  one),  which 
could  only  be  extracted  by  cutting  the  gill  and 
taking  it  out  that  way.  Two  old  experienced  salmon 
anglers  with  me  said  they  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  a  like  occurrence. 


SPLIT-CANE  F.  GREENHEART. 

Deab  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  holiday 
and  find  the  usual  accumulation  of  letters,  etc.,  so 
that  I  cannot  find  time  to  reply  to  j'our  various 
correspondents  as  fully  as  I  could  wish. 

My  reply  to  Mr.  Malloch's  letter  in  your  issue  of 
Aug.  11  is  an  absolute  negation  on  almost  every 
point,  but  I  can  add  little  to  the  letter  of  "  M.  D." 
in  your  issue  of  Aug.  18,  who  quite  touches  tho  spot 
when  he  says,  "  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  seems  to  have 
given  to  greenheart  all  the  good  points  of  split-cane. 


and  to  split-cane  all  the  drawbacks  of  greenheart  "  ; 
further  on  he  says,  "  A.s  for  a  split-cane  being  more 
liable  to  break,  I  defy  anyone  to  smash  a  really  good 
one  by  fair  fishing.  I  have  had  three  split-canes 
in  the  last  twenty  years,  and  u^ed  thorn  all  hard, 
and  never  had  a  f-mash  or  any  trouble  whatever 
with  them.  My  brother  bought  a  'Perfection' 
eighteen  yeara  a,7,o,  and  has  stuck  to  it  ever  since. 
It  has  done  a  tremendous  amount  of  work,  and, 
beyond  occasional  varni-ihing,  has  never  cost  a 
penny  in  repairs.  Though  it  hag  only  one  top  it  is 
a-i  straight  and  good  now  as  when  it  first  loft 
Alnwick." 

He  goes  on  further,  and  very  properly  makes  fun 
of  Mr.  Malloch's  angler  "  running  up  and  down  the 
side  of  a  river  like  a  lamplighter." 

This  letter  I  consider  is  a  complete  answer  to  all 
the  points  raised  by  Mr.  Malloch,  and  will  .satisfy 
any  but  the  xao-t  prejudiced  person.  Mr.  .Malloch, 
no  doubt,  is  wedded  to  his  greenheart  rods  as  his 
only  love.  I  see  and  handle  at  lea^t  ten  times  en 
many  greenhearts  in  progre-s  and  fini-ihed  as  he  does, 
and  in  cane-built  rods  I  need  hardly  s-av  that  my 
firm  manufacture  (under  my  supervision)  at  least 
three  times  as  many  as  any  other  house  in  Europe. 
I  have  fished  with  both  all  my  life,  but  long  ago 
gave  up  greenheart,  and  now  will  not  use  it  for 
many  reasons.  All  my  friends  who  have  come  from 
greenheart  to  cane-built  wonder  how  ever  they  con- 
tinued so  long  with  the  older  thing,  as  their  pleasure 
in  fishing  since  using  cane-built  rods  has  been  so 
greatly  increased. 

Mr.  Malloch  says  "  a  cane-built  rod  will  not  hook 
a  fish."  Great  Scott !  "  You  can't  hold  him.  You 
have  to  run  at  break-neck  pace  down  the  riverside 
after  him."  Ye  gnds  !  And  winds  up  by  saying, 
after  much  more  of  this  sort  of  argument,  that  he 
has  said  enough  to  prove  "  that  greenheart  rods  are 
superior  to  cane-built." 

In  paragraph  5  of  his  reasons,  he  says  :  "  No  two 
split-cane  rods  can  be  made  exactly  alike."  We 
make  hundreds  alike  in  a  single  season.  Then, 
again,  he  says :  "  There  is  as  much  difference 
between  a  split-cane  rod  and  a  greenheart  eis  there 
isjbetween  a  cheap  Birmingham  gun  and  a  •  Purdy.'  " 
Curiously  enough,  this  is  an  expression  1  used  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  years  ago,  but  in  the  reverse 
sense.  Again,  he  says :  "  If  I  want  to  build  a  rod 
of  the  same  action  as  cane,  all  that  I  have  to  do  is 
to  make  it  of  lancewood."  This  is  splendid — such 
knowledge  of  material,  but  of  course  we  must  re- 
member that  Mr.  Malloch  does  not  make  cane- 
built  rods. 

Mr.  Malloch  says  "he  is  quite  confident  that 
during  the  la^t  twenty  years  very  little  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  rods.  Tlie  makers  of  wood 
rods  then  knew  better  how  to  balance  a  rod  than 
thej'  do  now.  Tliis  is  not  my  opinion  only,  but  the 
opinion  of  scores  of  the  best  anglers  and  tackle 
manufacturers."  Personally,  I  am  sorry  that  he 
should  express  such  an  opinion  to  which  I  certainly 
do  not  subscribe,  nor  will  other  makers  whom  he 
says  agree  with  him. 

I  have  a  letter  from  our  old  friend  Mr.  George 
Kelson  on  this  correspondence,  and  although  he  does 
not  desire  to  take  any  part  in  it,  he  asks  me  to  quote 
from  his  letter.  "  Dear  Mr.  Hardy, — Any  man  free 
from  prejudice,  and  really  qualified  to  express  an 
opinion,  will  tell  you  (1)  that  he  can  make  a  1  the 
casts  used  in  salmon  fishing  with  ea:e.  provided  his 
rod  is  made  with  either  split-cane  or  g'eenheart 
properly  ba'anced ;  (2)  that  were  he  asked  for  the 
Joan  of  one  of  tw'O  such  rods,  he  would  lend  the  cane, 
a>  there  is  far  less  chance  of  its  breaking.  I  have 
never  actually  broken  a  cane  rod.  You  will 
remember  that  the  one  which  j'ou  repaired  for  me 
some  ten  years  ago,  was  injured  by  a  wi  d  fish  run- 
ning through  my  legs  at  Carlogie,  in  such  rapid  water 
that  I  had  to  stand  still  or  get  a  ducking.  The  sanae 
rod  weighs  less  than  my  greenheart  of  similar  length. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  man  who  could  doub'e  up  my 
old  cane  -  bui.t  '  Kelson.'  and  yet  I  hear  corre- 
spondents talk  of  such  things  as  that  constantly 
occurring  to  cane." 

Mr.  Enright,  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  11,  finds  fault 
with  me  over  two  yards  m  his  length  of  cast  at  the 
Crystal  Palace.  I  may  have  written  47,  or  it  may 
be  the  printer's  devil  who  did  it  (I  think  he  cast 
47,  48,  49  as  his  three  best).  Anyway,  we  won't 
fall  out  about  a  j'ard  or  two.  It  was  a  poor  per- 
formance, which  I  should  have  beaten  easily  had  I 
not  lost  my  temper.  He  is  quite  correct  in  saying 
that  he  made  the  longest  indi\idual  cast  with  a 
single-handed  rod,  but  the  rule  is  the  aggregate  of 
the  three  best  casts,  and  I  beat  him. 

At  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  in  1896  Mr. 
Enright  had  really  no  one  to  oppose  him,  and  the 
whole  thing  was  a  walk-over,  as  1  was  not  there, 
and  there  seems  really  to  have  been  only  the  two  of 
us  in  the  field  of  recent  years.  But  at  the  tourna- 
ment in  question,  did  not  Mr.  Shrubsole  make  the 
longest  single-handed  cast  ?  I  may  be  in  error,  as  I 
have  not  time  to  refer.    As  to  my  beating  him  at 
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Scarborough  with  the  18ft.  rod,  he  cast  exactly 
under  the  same  conditions  which  I  did,  and  might 
accept  hi 5  defeat  with  more  grace. 

The  letter  of  "J.  E.  B."  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  25 
IS  of  more  than  passing  interest.  He  has  evidently 
carefully  studied  all  the  points  he  mentions,  but 
has  overlooked  one,  and  that  the  most  important. 
He  is  in  error  in  saying  that  "  greenheart  is  homo- 
geneous." and  I  would  like  him  to  remember  that 
the  comparison  is  between  greenheart  and  built- 
cane,  and  that  while  he  points  out  a  great  deal 
which  mayor  may  not  happen  in  built  cane,  he  does 
not  appear  to  have  considered  greenheart  in  relation 
to  its  structure,  or  the  adhesion  of  its  particles.  As 
I  have  stated,  he  assumes  that  greenheart  is  homo- 
geneous, but  this  is  the  error,  as  witness  the  letter 
of  "  A.K."  in  yours  of  last  week,  wherein  he  says  : 
"I  break  every  greenheart  top  that  can  be  made," 
ajid  further  on :  "I  ha\'e  met  many  other  fishers 
like  myself,  and  their  experience  has  "been  like  mine 
—they  have  bought  split-cane  rods  from  a  first-class 
maker  and  they  hardly  have  any  accidents  at  all. 
I  have  broken  greenheart  tops  and  joints  innumer- 
able. In  Shetland  once,  seventeen  in  two  months  ! 
Whereas,  when  using  '  Alnwick  '  split- cane,  I  have 
had  one  accident  in  twenty  years." 

I  would  point  out  to  "  j.  E.  B."  that  as  a  matter 
of  fact  cane  built,  with  or  without  steel  centre,  in 
strips  where  the  layers  of  fibre  run  continuously  in 
line  with  the  axis  of  the  rod,  is  infinitely  stronger 
than  greenheart  or  any  other  wood  in  which  the 
layers  of  fibre  run  obliquely  across  the  axis,  and  this 
is  the  cause  of  the  frequent  breakages. 

As  to  the  line  of  cement,  that  is  very  hard  and 
tough,  and  I  can't  remember  having  seen  an  accident 
from  this. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  properly  made  cane-bui'.t 
rod,  whether  steel  centre  or  no,  used  with  reasonable 
care  will  last  a  lifetime.  When  I  write  of  cane-buiit 
rods,  however,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  I  refer  to  those  manufactured  by  my  firm  only. 
During  the  course  of  a  season  we  have  some  hundreds 
of  other  make-'s'  cane-built  rods  through  our  hands 
for  repairs,  and  a  great  many  of  these  are  so  badly 
constructed  that  they  invite  failure. 

I  will  ask  "J.  E.  B."  to  accept  my  impartial 
assurance  that  for  rod  making  built- cane,  either 
with  or  without  steel  centre,  is  immeasurably 
superior  to  greenheart  or  any  other  wood.  I  speak 
not  only  from  a  long  experience  of  the  manufacture 
of  both,  but  from  a  longer  experience  in  practical 
fishing  with  the  two  classes  of  rods. — Yours  faith- 
fully, John  James  Hardy. 

Alnwick,  Aug.  28. 

P.S. — I  am  pleased  to  see  your  footnote  to 
"M.  D.  's  "  letter,  in  which  you  say  :  "  It  was  only 
suggesting  that  in  this  exceptional  instance  green- 
heart might  beat  split-cane.  "    The  italics  are  yours. 


FASHIONS  IN  FLIES. 

Sib, — Referring  to  my  article  in  last  week's 
Gazette  touching  on  the  question  of  "  Fashions  in 
FUes,"  I  have  received  the  following  rather  d  propos 
letter : — 

"  Having  read  with  much  interest  your  book 
'  Trout  Fishing,'  and  being  greatly  impressed  with 
your  theory  re  Standard  Flies,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
submitting  three  which  I  have  had  made,  and 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  would  kindly  say 
if  they  are  the  colours  which  you  recommend.  1 
must  apologise  for  troubling  you  in  the  matter, 
but  feel  you  will  not  mind  helping  me  out  of  a 
difficulty  when  I  explain  that  I  have  had  flies,  pur- 
porting to  be  your  standara,  from  four  makers,  but 
each  one  has  supplied  a  different  shade  of  colour  ! 
The  enclosed,  though  hot  in  my  opinion  agreeing 
strictly  with  your  formula,  are  the  nearest  which 
I  have  yet  obtained. 

"  I  can  quite  understand  that  it  is  not  to  the 
interest  of  tackle-makers  to  encourage  the  use  of 
your  flies,  and  this  may  account  for  the  diversity 
of  colour  I  have  met  with.  ...  I  may  mention 
that  I  have  fished  with  your  flies  for  the  past  three 
years,  and  taking  into  accoimt  their  imperfectness 
the  results  have  been  such  as  to  convince  me  that, 
in  addition  to  their  convenience,  they  are,  to  say 
the  least,  equal  to  the  best.  Though  I  am  by  no 
means  a  good  fisher — lack  of  the  necessary  practice 
prevents  me  from  shining  in  that  respect — my 
catches  have  compared  very  favourably  with  those 
of  the  best  local  men." 
In  reply  I  wrote  : — 

"  1  have  read  with  interest  your  letter  of  the 
20th  inst.  about  my  standard  flies.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  fashion  in  flies  with  fish,  and 
although  my  own  dressing  of  the  three  typical  flies 
which  you  send,  produced  excellent  results,  at  the 
time,  the  taste  of  the  trout  seems,  so  far  as  my 
own  experience  goes,  to  have  changed,  and  in  one 
or  other  of  my  recent  books  on  fishing,  I  have 
advocated  several  other  flies  instead  of  the  original 
three  '  typical  flies  '  you  mention.? 

"  Another  difficulty  with  the  original  flies  is  that 


mentioned  in  your  letter,  namely,  that  one  can't 
depend  upon  the  tackle-makers  dressing  them, 
according  to  instructions. 

"  I  think  the  book  of  mine  you  refer  to  must  have 
been  published  some  twenty  or  thirty  (forty  ?)  years 

In  one  of  the  Editions  of  the  Badminton  Library, 
volume  1,  "Fishing  for  Salmon  and  Trout,"  1 
wrote  of  the  tackle-makers'  reproductions  of 
my  origin  il  three  typical  trout  flies  as  the 
"  monstrosities  "—I  can  call  them  by  no  other  name 
— constantly  met  with  in  the  shops,  or  shewn  to 
me  by  fly  fishers  as  "  my  fiios."  .  .  .  Briefly, 
my  collection  of  these  forms  a  sort  of  Chamber 
of  Horrors,— to  which,  by  the  way,  might  very  well 
be  added  also  the  illustrative  diagram  of  one  of  the 
flies  described  in  my  recent  article  in  the  Gazette  ! 
— Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

FILM  FOR  WINGS  OF  FLIES. 
Dear  Sm, — I  have  an  old  tobacco-pouch  made  by 
some  old  tar  out  of  the  skin  ^of  the  foot  of  j  an 
albatross,  rough  cured  rather  than  properl  y  tanned. 
Some  very  thin  parts  of  the  outer  surface  of  this  are 
exfoliating  :  in  colour  they  are  tawny,  are  trans- 
lucent, and  show  markings  corresponding  with  the 
scales  on  the  foot,  much  resembling  the  veins  in  a 
fly's  wing.  I  mention  this  because  it  may  be  pos- 
sible to  so  tan  or  treat  this  substance  as  to  render  it 
sufficiently  tough  to  use  for  tying  the  wings  of  flies — 
flat-winged,  or  upright  like  Drakes.  The  parts 
which  scale  off  my  old  sample  are  hardly  sufiiv,iently 
strong  to  last  long,  except  for  very  small  flies. 
Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  similar  flexible 
veined  tissue  for  making  the  wings  of  artificial 
flies,  the  substance  mentioned  may  be  worth  further ; 
consideration. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

[The  material  makes  a  good  wing  to  look  at,  but 
it  is  too  brittle  to  wear,  and  would  be  too  difficult 
to  obtain,  even  if  good,  I  fear.  Has  "Benwyan" 
seen  the  wonderful  natural  fly  wings  which  Mr.  J. 
Richardson  uses  for  his  natural  artificials  ?— Ed.] 


eggs  are  laid  in  other  insects  and  caterpillars.  I  do 
not  think  it  stings,  but,  Hke  Mr.  Williamson,  I  have 
found  the  few  I  have  caught  very  tenacious  of  life, 
and  acting  as  if  it  was  trying  to  "sting  with  its  long 
brown  horny  body  squirming  about  like  a  wasp's.  I 
do  not  know  much  about  them,  but  this  one  always 
strikes  me  as  one  of  the  aristocrats  of  the  insect 
world — high  up  in  the  scale. 


ribble  patterns. 

to  thank  you  for  the  kind 


hoddeb  and 

Dear  Sir,— I  wish 
notice  which  you  gave  of  my  flies  in  your  Fishing 
Gazette  of  August  18.  I  thought  I  would  tell  yoii 
that  a  gentleman  fishing  on  the  Hodder  last  Monday 
had  a  catch  of  fifteen  sea-trout,  three  of  which 
were  over  21b.  weight.  They  were  all  taken  with 
one  of  my  flies. — Yours  truly,  M.  Read. 

Aug.  23. 


FISHING  AT  RINGWOOD. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  some  of  your  readers  could  give  me  some  infor- 
mation about  the  fishing  at  Ringwood  in  the  New 
Forest.  I  believe  there  is  very  good  pike  fishing, 
but  I  get  no  further  particulars  as  to  where  it  is 
or  where  to  stay. — Yours  truly,  S.  W.  P. 

[Ringwood  is  in  Hants.  From  Waterloo,  103J- 
miles.  Address :  Proprietor,  the  "  Original  " 
White  Hart  Hotel,  Ringwood,  who  will  send  you 
every  particular.] 

FISHING  AT  BRIDPORT,  DORSET. 
Deab  Sib,— Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  sea-fishing  at  or 
near  Bridport,  Dorset  ?  Is  it  good  there,  and 
what  is  the  best  season  ?  Is  there  also  any  chance  of 
decent  coarse  fishing  being  obtained  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood ?  Trusting  someone  can  give  me  all 
necessary  information. — Yours  truly, 

West  Riding. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Deab  Sib, — Referring  to  "  A.  R.  B.'s  "  letter  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  25,  the  best  salmon 
fishing  in  Ireland  is  on  the  Bann,  at  Kilrea,  from 
middle  of  May  to  end  of  July,  and  also  in  September. 

Excellent  brown  trout  fishing  is  also  to  be  had 
at  same  time  and  place.  Total  cost,  about  £1  per 
day.  Lough  Melvin  is  good  for  salmon  and  trout 
from  March  to  May,  and  so  is  the  Erne,  where  salmon 
fishing  opens  about  May  19.  For  sea-trout  fishing 
I  recommend  the  river  and  lakes  of  the  Zetland 
Arms  Hotel,  Cashel,  Connemara,  co.  Galway.  The 
lakes  are  full  of  brown  trout,  and  there  is  grouse 
and  winter  shooting. — Yours  truly.  Angler. 


DOES  IT  STING? 

Deab  Sib, — Would  you  kindly  tell  me  the  real 
name  of  the  enclosed  fly  ?  It  does  not  appear  to 
have  a  sting,  and  yet  a  friend  maintains  that  he 
was  badly  stung  by  such  a  one.  It  seems  to  be  of 
night  haunting  habits,  and  of  strong  vitality.  Much 
pressure  is  necessary  to  persuade  it  to  depart  this 
life. — Yours  truly,  J.  Pym  Williamson. 

[It  is  the  Ichneximon  Fly  {Ophion  purgatia).  Its 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
answer  the  following  ? 

1.  Is  there  any  fishing  to  be  obtained  near  Ross- 
trevor  on  Carlingford  Lough,  near  Dundalk,  in 
Ireland  ? 

2.  In  the  cases  of  lakes  and  ponds  where  trout  are 
shy  and  water  very  clear,  is  it  ever  any  use  to  fish 
with  a  dry-fly  ?  If  so,  what  are  the  best  ones  for 
Ireland  ?  Is  there  any  book  dealing  with  dry-fly 
fishing  on  lakes  ? — Yours  truly,  Catthobpe. 


BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND 

IN  SEPTEMBER  AND  OCTOBER. 
Dear  Sir,^ — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will 
let  me  know,  in  your  "  Answers  to  Correspondents," 
whether  the  sea  and  brown  trout  fishing  in  Loughs 
Mask  and  Corrib  continues  good  in  September  and 
October.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  A.  R.  Wood. 

[The  fishinj:  in  both  Mask  and  Corrib  is  sometimes 
very  good  in  September,  especially  in  Corrib.  The 
trolling  is  also  good  as  a  rule,  but  sea-trout  are 
scarce,  except  at  southern  end  of  Corrib.  There 
are  not  any  sea  trout  in  Mask. — Ed-] 

LAKE  DISTRICT  SEPTEMBER  FISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — "  Spinning  Minnow  "  will,  I  think, 
find  Wastwater  worth  a  visit  in  September,  and  for 
particulars  look  back  April  15  and  29  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  list  year.- Yours  truly, 

Oliveb  Pboctee. 

FISHING  ROUND  LIVERPOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  H.  C.  Gurney,"  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  re 
coarse  fishing  near  Liverpool,  I  would  like  to  say 
that  there  is  not  much  free  fishing  to  be  got  except 
in  the  canal,  but  there  are  innumerable  clubs  in 
Liverpool  whose  prices  range  from  5s.  6d.  per  year, 
and  who  have  some  splendid  pits  round  abyut 
Of  course,  there  are  the  three  parks  which  he  can 
fish  for  5s.  per  year,  otherwise,  outside  of  the  clubs, 
there  is  no  fishing  worth  going  in  for.  The  names 
of  the  clubs  can  be  had  in  the  "Angling  Notes  "in 
the  Echo  and  Express  on  Saturdays. — Yours  truly, 

Sam  Nelson. 

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  GULA,  NORWAY. 

Deab  Sib, — I  am  fishing  here  on  the  Gula,  and 
have  caught  several  fish  of  4Jlb.  and  41b.,  wliich, 
judging  by  the  tail,  are  salmon  (some  of  them  are 
quite  red  now),  but,  I  suppose,  owing  to  the  small 
weight,  must  be  grilse  really.  Will  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  be  so  kind  as  to  enlighten  me  as  to 
whether  they  can  be  salmon  at  4|^lb.?  I  would  also 
very  much  like  to  know  the  proper  way  of  dis- 
tinguishing salmon  from  grilse.  The  usual  way, 
I  believe,  is  to  look  at  the  tail  to  see  whether  forked 
or  not.  Perhaps  you  know  of  a  more  infallible 
method  ? 

Needless  to  say,  the  season  here  is  very  bad 
indeed,  and  fish  very  small.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

DUBHAM  RaNGEB. 

P.S. — Do  grilse  turn  red  ? 

[I  doubt  if  there  is  any  infallible  method  of 
telling  the  difference  between  grilse  and  salmon, 
seeing  there  is  often  only  a  few  months  difference 
in  age,  but  as  a  rule  the  grilse  can  at  once  he  dis- 
tinguished from  the  salmon  by  all  who  have  ex- 
perience of  the  appearance  of  both.  The  grilse 
has  a  rounder  and  delicate  and  less  matured  ap- 
pearance, the  tail  is  usually  rather  more  forked,  and 
is  not  so  large  in  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the  fish 
as  in  the  salmon ;  the  scales  are  more  delicate  and 
easily  detached.  Grilse  get  quite  red  from  being 
long  in  fresh  water,  also  if  long  in  salt  or  brackish 
water  when  near  their  spawning  time.  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  the  fish  are  grilse,  as  I  never 
heard  of  a  run  of  salmon  between  41b.  and  51b.,  thougli 
true  salmon  of  even  half  that  weight  have  been 
recorded.  I  hope  some  day  Mr.  Malloch  will  be 
able  to  find  some  peculiarity  in  the  scales  which 
will  absolutely  distinguish  grilse  from  salmon.  In 
fact,  I  think  it  is  quite  possible  that  if  "  Durham 
Ranger  "  will  send  some  of  the  scales  of  the  fish 
he  is  doubtful  about  to  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  26,  Scott- 
strebt,  Perth,  he  may  be  able  to  tell  him  now. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Alleged  Wholesale  Slaughter  of  Salmon  in 
Newfoundland — Satisfactory  Explanation. 

I  AM  very  glad  indeed  to  give  prominence  to  the 
following  letter  from  Sir  A.  K.  Muir,  Bart.,  and  the 
explanation  from  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  F.  Muir,  with 
reference  to  the  charge  against  the  latter  of  having 
killed  a  great  lot  of  salmon  in  Newfoundland  and 
left  them  to  rot  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  explanation  is  quite  satisfactory.  The 
fish  were  killed  under  the  impression  that  they 
could  be  salted  for  future  use  as  food.  As  the 
supply  of  salt  expected  did  not  arrive,  of  course  it 
was  impossible  to  preserve  the  fish.  The  late  Sir 
Rose  Price,  Bart.,  told  mo  that  it  was  necessary  to 
salt  down  your  salmon  and  keep  a  supply  for 
feeding  your  camp  when  fresh  fish  were  unobtain- 
able. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  Sir  A.  K.  Muir's  letter : — 

"  The  Editor,  "  Sept.  5,  1906. 

"  Fishing  Gazette, 

"St.  Dunstan's  House, 

"Fetter  Lane,  London. 

"Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  an 
article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  1  under  the 
heading  '  Salmon  Fishing  in  Newfoundland — a 
Scottish  angler  charged  with  Wholesale  Slaughter,' 
in  which  my  brother,  Mr.  J.  F.  Muir,  is  referred 
to.  As  a  somewhat  similar  report  appeared  in 
some  of  the  Newfoundland  papers,  my  brother  has 
written  me  on  the  subject,  and  explained  what 
actually  occurred.  I  enclose  an  extract  from  my 
brother's  letter,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you 
can  have  it  inserted  in  your  next  issue,  or  give  a 
summary  of  it  so  as  to  correct  the  somewhat  mis- 
leading impression  conveyed  by  the  report  from 
Newfoundland  given  in  your  issue  of  1st  inst. 

"  I  also  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  St.  John's 
Evening  Herald  of  9th  ult. — I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours 
faithfully,  "(Signed)     "A.  K.  Mum." 

Here  are  copies  of  the  enclosures  referred  to  by 
Sir  A.  K.  M.    I  may  say  that  when  I  first  heard 


from  Judge  Prowso  I  at  onco  wrote  to  Mr.  Muir  to 
Deanston  House,  and  marked  the  letter  to  be 
opened  if  absent,  and  I  wish  that  it  had  been 
possible  to  send  a  reply  sooner. 

Satisfactory  Explanation  of  tue  Alleged 
Wholesale  Slaughter  op  Salmon  in 
Newfoundland. 

Extract  referred  to  from  Mr.  J.  F.  Muir's  letter 
of  August  9,  1906: — "You  know  that  I  chartered 
the  schooner  Shamrock  for  a  fishing  tour  round 
the  coast,  and  I  may  say  that  before  I  started  I 
ascertained  that  there  was  plenty  of  salt  on  board 
for  curing  purposes,  and  arranged  that  the 
captain  of  the  schooner  and  my  guide  should  have 
the  fish  I  caught.  So  far  as  I  am  aware, 
every  fish,  apart  from  those  eaten  fresh  and 
those  left  at  Little  river,  is  now  on  the  schooner. 
When  I  had  been  camped  a  short  time  on  Little 
river  I  sent  the  schooner  round  to  St.  Jacques  to 
get  supplies  and  mail,  and  she  was  expected  to  be 
away  three  or  four  days.  I  told  my  guide  to  get 
some  salt  before  she  started,  and  the  captain  was 
to  come  up  immediately  on  his  return  for  the  fish. 
Those  caught  in  the  meantime  were  carried  to  the 
camp,  split  and  slightly  salted,  and,  as  I  found  my 
guide  had  not  brought  a  great  deal  of  salt,  for  two 
days  I  only  fished  for  a  short  time  to  get  a  fresh 
grilse  for  camp  use.  When  I  considered  the 
schooner  must  be  back  in  the  bay,  even  allowing 
for  delays,  I  kept  some  fresh  grilse  to  send  down  to 
her  with  the  salted  ones  to  be  cured.  When  she 
had  been  away  for  eight  days,  however,  a  longer 
time  than  I  had  intended  to  stay,  we  had  to  come 
away,  as  there  was  nothing  left  to  eat.  I  was,  of 
course,  anxious  to  take  the  fish  with  us,  but  our 
boat  was  fully  loaded  with  camp  outfit,  and  I  was 
reluctantly  compelled  to  leave  them  behind.  When 
we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  river  we  found  that 
the  schooner  had  not  yet  arrived,  but  she  came  in 
about  7  p.m.  that  evening.  We  found  the  delay  in 
returning  was  due  to  a  dense  fog  which  lasted  for 
about  ten  days,  although,  being  inland,  we  had 
known  nothing  about  it  and  had  had  fine  weather. 
There  did  not  appear  to  be  any  object  then 
in  spending  two  days  going  back  for  the  un- 
cured  fish,  and  the  people  in  a  village  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bay  were  told  about  the 
salted  ones,  so  that  they  could  get  them.  I  may 
say  that  as  soon  as  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
newspaper  article  I  called  on  Mr.  Dawe,  the 
Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  as  it  was  implied 
that  the  information  had  been  supplied  by  Mr. 
O'Reilly,  a  Government  servant,  and  the  foregoing 
is  precisely  what  I  told  him  and  is  taken  from  my 
diary." 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  cutting  from  the  St.  John's 
Evening  Herald  of  Aug.  9,  1906:  — 

That  Salmon  Case. 
Mr.  A.  Muir,  the  Scotch  angler  who  was  salmon 
fishing  on  the  south  coast,  and  respecting  whom 
the  charge  of  leaving  some  200  to  300  salmon  to 
rot  on  the  bank  of  Bay  d'Espoir  river  was  made, 
is  now  in  town,  with  his  guides,  Arthur  English 
and  Charles  Blanchard,  of  the  west  coast. 
They  explain  that  the  cause  of  the  salmon, 
about  sixty  in  all,  being  left  there  was  that 
the  gasolene  schooner  which  he  had  hired 
from  Penneys,  of  Ramea,  was  sent  there  for 
provisions,  but  was  delayed  by  fog  and,  being 
short  of  food,  Mr.  Muir  and  they  had  to  break 
camp  and  come  out  to  the  coast,  and  their  canoe 
would  not  carry  the  fish,  as  well  as  their  outfit,  so 
the  salmon  had  perforce  to  be  left  behind. 


Arrival  of  more  New  Zealand  Trout  Eggs  by 
the  R.M.S.  "Athenic." 

It  was  very  unfortunate  that  the  lot  of  trout  eggs 
which  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society  so  kindly 
sent  by  the  Athenic  arrived  in  London  during  the 
hottest  week  we  have  experienced  for  years. 

I  was  sorry  to  get  a  letter  on  Aug.  31  from  Captain 
C.  H.  Kempson,  of  the  Athenic,  as  follows  :  — 

"  R.M.S.  Athenic,  Plymouth, 

"  Aug.  30,  1906. 

"  The  Editor  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  Dear  Sir, — As  you  are  doubtless  aware,  there 
are  some  trout  ova  on  board  this  ship  consigned 
to  you.  I  expect  to  reach  the  Royal  Albert 
Docks,  London,  to-morrow  night.  I  regret  to 
say  that  some  of  the  ova  have  hatched  out,  but 
a  considerable  number  remain  in  good  condition. — 
Yours  faithfully,  "  C.  H.  Kempson, 

,  "  Master  s.s.  Athenic.'" 


Mr.  J.  B.  Fcilding.  F./.S.,  Director *of  tho'Earl 
of  Denbigh's  Fish  Hatcheries,  h.id  kindly  under- 
taken personally  to  receive  th<»  (iggs  at  tho.  ship, 
and  do  all  that  could  bo  done  for  th<!m.  I  tele- 
graphed th(5  tinu!  of  their  arrival,  and  I  cannot  do 
bettor  than  print  a  letter  hv,  sent  me  on  S(!pt.  2 
describing  the  condition  of  the  sliipmont,  et(\  As 
soon  as  I  licard  from  Cai)tain  Kempson  that  the 
eggs  were  hatching  I  felt  there  was  not  much 
chance  of  saving  any  in  view  of  lh(i  great  heat. 
The  Shaw  Savill  &  Albion  Co.,  who  again  carried 
the  eggs  freight  free,  were  again  most  obliging  in 
helping  us  to  get  the  eggs  tlu'ough  the  docks.  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  if  the  eggs  had  been  kept 
at  36°  or  37°,  instead  of  at  40°,  there  would  have 
been  far  less  loss.  I  gather  from  Mr.  Feilding's 
letter  that  he  may  save  some  1000  alovins,  and  he 
has  kindly  promised,  if  successful  in  getting  them 
to  fry  stage,  to  lot  Mr.  Alexander  have  some  for 
Blagdon  Lake,  and  Mr.  A.  Severn  some  for  his 
fishery  at  Bibury.    Here  is  Mr.  Feilding's  letter  :  — 

"  River  Bank,  Holywell,  N.  Wales, 

"  Sept.  2,  1906. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Through  the  kindness 
of  Messrs.  H.  L.  Stevens,  of  176,  Pentonville-road, 
E.C.,  the  motor-car  hirers  who  ran  me  down  on  one 
of  their  fast  Panhard  cars  in  cliarge  of  Mr.  Cave, 
I  took  delivery  of  the  ova  from  New  Zealand  on 
Friday  morning.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  car  I 
do  not  know  how  I  could  have  done  the  trip  from 
the  Albert  Docks  to  Euston  so  quickly  and  with 
so  little  loss,  as  you  may  remember  the  temperature 
was  91°  Fahr.  in  the  shade. 

"  Now,  as  to  the  eggs.  I  was  informed  that  half 
had  hatched,  and  I  conclude  had  be^^n  put  over- 
board, for  I  only  took  delivery  of  about  1800  in  a 
hatching  condition.  The  temperature  at  wlucli  the 
eggs  had  been  travelled  was  40°  Fahr.,  and  the 
package  when  I  took  it  over  was  55°  Fahr.  At 
Euston,  where  the  L.  &  N.W.  Ry.  Co.  gave  us  every 
assistance,  I  looked  over  the  eggs  more  carefully 
and  picked  out  some  105  dead  ova  and  alevins. 
I  '  re-iced  '  the  package,  and  being  too  far  advanced 
in  hatching,  I  thought  it  unsafe  to  handle  any 
alevins  or  eggs  for  despatch  to  Blagdon  and  Bibury. 
I  shall  be  glad,  however,  to  send  some  of  the  fry  to 
the  owners  of  those  waters  later  on,  accoixiing  to 
your  instructions.  I  sent  what  was  left  of  the 
ova  to  Lord  Denbigh's  Ysceifiog  Fishery,  where  they 
arrived  at  10.30  p.m.  on  Friday  night.  The  next 
morning  the  foreman  in  charge  of  that  fishery 
picked  out  255  more  dead  ova  and  alevins,  and 
from  what  he  sees  to-day  he  expects  the  possibility 
of  losing  another  200  to  300. 

"  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
ova  ease  was  built  for  four  more  trays  than  I  took 
delivery  of.  The  moss  and  muslin  smelt  of  decom- 
position on  unpacking,  and  generally  I  should  say 
the  package  had  not  been  sterilised  as  the  ova 
packages  always  are  when  sent  from  here.  It  onl}' 
shows  that  with  every  care  one  sometimes  must 
expect  failures  in  long-distance  shipments  of  ova. 

"  Regarding  the  first  consignment  of  ova,  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  S.  fnrio  are  all  hatched,  and 
look  excellent  fi.sh,  but  the  S.  fario  levenensis  are 
not  doing  nearly  so  well,  and  I  fear  wo  shall  have 
loss  in  them  later.  They  (the  latter)  lare  ova 
obviously  from  domesticated  fish  tliat  have  been 
fed  up  to  time  of  spawning,  or  nearly  so,  a  system 
we  in  this  country  do  not  care  for. 

"  However,  we  are  extremely  grateful  for  the 
few  very  fine  S.  fario  ova,  from  which  we  hope  to 
raise  a  few  fine  stock  fish  in  five  or  six  years'  time. 

"  I  will  write  you  fully  later  as  these  alevins  get 
on.  We  are  hatching  them  in  water  of  5-1°  Fahr. 
— Yours  sincerely,  "J.  B.  Feildinc." 

It  may  possibly  be  better  on  some  future  occasion 
to  have  consignments  of  eggs  met  at  Plymouth  ; 
it  would  save  some  time  and  handling  in  docks, 
especially  in  the  case  of  eggs  intended  for  a  place 
like  Blagdon^or  Fairford,  or  even  N.  Wales.  How- 
ever, thanks  to  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society, 
we  have  now  in  England  three  or  four  times  as  many 
eggs  as  were  originally  sent  from  England  about 
forty  years  ago  by  Frank  Buckland  and  Francis 
Francis  which  stocked  the  N.Z.  rivers. 

The  Report  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners. 

The  autumn  net  fishing  of  1905  was  about  an 
average;  the  rod  fishing  very  poor.  "This  year's 
spring  angling  must  be  regarded  as  very  good." 
The  first  Tweed  grilse  was  caught  on  April  19. 
Over  one  thousand  one  hundred  salmon  and 
grilse  were  killed  by  salmon  disease,  juid  taken  out 
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of  the  river  and  buried.  Over  one  hundred 
thousand  diseased  salmon  and  grilse  have  been 
taken  out  of  the  Tweed  since  the  disease  first 
appeared  in  1879  and  buried.  If  they  have  been 
buried  where  any  flood  water  of  the  river  can 
reach  them,  probably  they  might  as  well  have  been 
left  to  go  down  to  the  sea.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
Mr.  Hume  Patterson,  who  discovered  the  bacillus 
of  the  salmon  disease,  has  been  investigating  on 
the  Tweed  to  see  if  the  bacillus  was  always  to  be 
found  in  the  river,  and  if  so  where  it  was  most 
abundant.  Jlr.  Patterson  discovered  it  was  most 
abundant  in  the  Gala,  at  and  below  Galashiels, 
where  that  once  lovely  river  is  now  a  public  sewer. 
I  see  there  is  to  be  a  report  on  the  pollution  of  the 
Tweed  by  Air.  W.  S.  Curphey  and  Dr.  Wheaton, 
and  the  Tweed  Commissioners  hope  some  measure 
of  purification  of  the  river  may  result.  The 
salmon  hatchery  has  taken  so  many  hundred 
thousand  eggs  from  captured  fish,  and  spent  £100 
and  much  time  and  trouble  in  doing  it,  and  it  is 
perfectly  certain  if  the  money  had  been  spent  on 
killing  seals  and  smolt-destroying  birds,  and  the 
salmon  allowed  to  spawn  naturally,  the  result 
would  have  been  of  far  more  benefit  to  the  salmon 
fishery.  It  seems  quite  impossible  to  find  any 
proof  in  any  part  of  the  world  where  artificial 
salmon  hatching  has  been  carried  on — in  some 
countries  now  for  over  fifty  years— I  say  it  seems 
impossible  to  find  any  proof  that  it  is  not  all  a 
huge  blunder.  Theee  salmon  hatcheries  have 
often  to  be  supplied  with  eggs  taken  from  fish 
which  are  kept  in  captivity  till  the  eggs  are  ripe. 
Why^the  committee  should  thiiak  it  a  "remarkable 
fact  "  that  eggs  taken  from  these  imprisoned  fish 
gave  poorer  results  than  those  taken  from  "  ripe 
fish  on  the  redds "  it  is  not  easy  to  see.  The 
wonder  is  that  the  eggs  from  salmon  kept  in  tanks 
till  they  get  ripe  have  ^vitality  enough  to  hatch  at 
all— it  must  be  a  fearful  handicapping  of  the  fry. 
How  much  money  has  been  spent  on  the  Tweed 
Salmon  Hatchery  since  it  was  started  ?  If  it  had 
been  spent  in  watching  those  redds  when  the  ripe 
salmon  are  on  them  spawning  the  result  would 
have  been  far  better  for  the  river. 


Fishing  in  Sweden,  and  Other  Matters. 

Admiral  Sir  W.  R.  Kennedy  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing note  from  Sweden: — 

"Landverk,  Ann,  Sweden,  Aug.  13. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Mabston,— I  notice  in  your  delight- 
ful little  paper  articles  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
except  Sweden,  so  perhaps  you  may  like  to  hear 
how  we  are  getting  on  in  these  parts.  We  arrived 
here  the  end  of  June,  and  on  June  29  we  had  a 
violent  gale  and  heavy  snowstorm,  and  the  next 
morning  the  mountains  were  white  from  base  to 
summit.  The  warm  sun,  however,  soon  cleared 
them,  except  the  patches  which  remain  all  through 
the  summer.  Our  lake  is  some  1800ft.  above  the 
sea,  and  being  situated  in  Lat.  63°  N.,  we  enjoy 
every  variety  of  temperature,  from  tropical  heat  to 
almost  Arctic  cold.  Our  sport  also  has  been 
varied,  but  on  the  whole  fairly  good,  especially 
•with  char,  and  the  bag  to  date  with  a  couple  of 
rods,  assisted  by  the  ladies,  is  as  follows— Trout, 
286  ;  char,  58—344  fish,  weighing  4631b.,  a  good 
average. 

"  The  best  day  with  the  char  was  twenty  fish, 
•weighing  Sljlb.,  all  caught  in  the  morning  with 
very  fine  tackle  and  tiny  flies,  the  Indal  Moth  for 
choice.  These  char  rise  only  in  a  flat,  oily  calm, 
with  bright  sun  ;  directly  the  breeze  comes  they 
shut  up,  exactly  the  reverse  to  ordinary  fishing. 
Our  lake  and  river  have  been  generally  too  high, 
but  we  get  most  of  the  trout  at  the  deep  pools 
below  and  above  the  rapids,  using  small  flies  and 
light  tackle  in  the  day,  and  big  flies  and  strong 
gear  at  night,  when  the  big  fish  mostly  feed.  We 
have  not  been  among  the  real  big  ones  so  far,  but 
three  5^pounders  and  many  of  21b.  and  31b.  have 
been  creeled.  The  half-pounders  are  returned  to 
the  water.  The  big  trout  begin  to  ascend  the 
river  and  lake  from  the  lower  water  in  August, 
preparatory  to  spawning  in  the  numerous  streams 
discharging  into  the  lake.  We  generally  get  them 
trolling ;  as,  being  cannibals,  they  do  not  rise  to  fly, 
except  in  the  river,  where  they  have  been  taken 
up  to  9^1b.  As  the  river  is  very  rapid  they  afford 
grand  sport,  and  salmon  tackle  is  required. 

"  At  the  present  moment  our  walls  are  adorned 
with  pictures  of  over  fifty  trout  over  5lb.,  end 
char  up  to  A^Vo.,  the  result  of  several  seasons' 
sport  in  this  sporting  paradise.    I  have  tried 


several  experiments  in  the  way  of  introducing  new 
blood,  but  without  success,  so  far ;  several  hundred 
rainbow  fry  were  put  into  the  lake  and  river,  but 
not  one  seen  since.  I  also  turned  a  lot  of 
salmon  fry  into  a  small  tarn  by  the  lake,  but  they 
were  doubtless  speedily  devoured. 

"Many  loons  (the  Arctic  diver)  make  their 
home  hero  and  breed,  they  are  comparatively 
tame,  as  I  never  molest  them.  They  take  toil 
of  the  fish,  of  course,  but  there  are  plenty  for 
all,  and  they  were  here  before  me,  so  have  a  prior 
claim.  Ospreys  also  breed  here,  and  it  is  a  pretty 
sight  to  see  them  sailing  overhead,  occasionally 
swooping  down  on  some  unlucky  fish.  I  object 
strongly  to  the  cruel  and  useless  system  of  killing 
down  every  bird  and  beast  that  enjoys  life,  and 
shares  in  the  sport,  and  I  like  to  see  the  loons 
going  home  in  the  evening  with  a  trout  wriggling 
in  their  beaks. 

"  Otters  do  not  seem  to  exist  here,  probably  the 
climate  is  too  severe  for  them  in  the  winter,  when 
the  lake  is  frozen,  but  if  they  did  I  would  not  molest 
them.  Some  fifty  years  ago  beavers  inhabited  one 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  lake,  but  they  were  all 
wiped  out  by  the  ignorant  natives. 

"  Only  a  few  days  ago  whilst  fishing,  a  fine  old 
bull  elk  swam  across  the  river  and  landed  on  our 
side,  where  he  is  safe  from  some  poaching  farmers 
in  the  neighbourhood,  who,  regardless  of  season, 
spare  neither  age  nor  sex." 

"  Grilse  or  Salmon." 

Mr.  Harvie-Brown's  Eules 
To  Differentiate  between  Grilse  and  Salmon 
Put  into  Ehyme  by 
E.  M.  Tod. 

I  hope  that  anglers  who  want  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  grilse  and  salmon  will  stick  the 
following  pome  into  their  fly-book,  and  read  it  aloud 
when  they  catch  a  doubtful  fish — or  one  they  are 
doubtful  about ;  if  it  does  not  teach  them  to  ken 
a  grilse  frae  a  saumon  nothing  will : — 

In  grilse,  let's  take  point  first — the  head  ; 
And,  this  is  smaller  and  much  rounder, 
The  salmon'' s  head's  too  straight  for  grace, 
(A  blemish  in  your  twenty-pounder). 
The  frontal  bone  of  grilse,  lies  hid 
Beneath  a  layer  of  softened  gristle  ; 
Whereas  tough  Salar's  covering 
Is  hard  and  dry  as  any  whistle. 

From  nose  to  root  of  tail — the  back 

Of  every  grilse  completes  a  curve  ;  ; 

The  salmon's  straight  head  "  mars  the  hne," 

And  Nature  is  compelled  to  swerve. 

In  grilse,  again,  the  medial  hne 

(With  the  curved  outline  of  the  back) 

The  segment  of  a  circle  seems. 

Giving  a  grace  which  salmon  lack,  j 

Indented  is  the  grilse's  tail. 

Like  a  child's  mimic  parasol, 

Which  to  the  sun  she  would  unfurl. 

But — childlike — doth  but  half  unroll  ; 

Yet,  even  when  stretched,  how  forked  it  is  ! 

The  strong  tail  of  an  old  "  Tide-waiter" 

Is  less  indented,  and  much  straighter. 

The  cover  of  a  grilse's  gill 

Is  rounded,  by  creative  skill : 

The  Adult's  mark  :  "  Gill-covers  angled," 

Must  awkward  prove — in  nets  entangled. 

Good  Harvie-BrowTi  left  off  at  tails. 

Leaving  us  all  to  "  read  up  "  scales  ; 

But,  there  is  one  thing  sure — his  letter. 

Leaves  each  who  reads,  his  grateful  debtor. 

"  British  Rainfall,  1905."  * 

"  British  Want  of  Rainfall  "  would  be  a  better 
title  so  far  as  a  great  many  of  our  angling  districts 
are  concerned — but  that  is  not  the  fault  of  Dr. 
Hugh  Robt.  Mill,  editor  of  "British  Rainfall  in 
1905."  This  is  the  forty-fifth  annual  volume  on 
the  Distribution  of  Rain  in  space  and  time  over  the 
British  Isles,  and  in  respect  of  numbers  of  observers 
it  reaches  highest  water-mark  known  in  its  long 
and  useful  career — 4000  volunteer  observers 
scattered  over  the  British  Isles  sent  reports  of  their 
observations,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  only  instance  of 
so  large  a  voluntary  system  of  scientific  observations 
absolutely  unaided  by  the  funds  of  a  Government 
or  any  learned  society.  I  regret  to  see  from  the 
report  that  subscriptions  and  sales  have  for  the  last 
two  years  been  swamped  by  the  expenses,  leaving 

*  London :  Edward  Stamford,  Long  Acre. 


the  editor  high  and  dry,  with  nothing  for  his  re- 
muneration but  anxiety  as  to  the  future.  There 
can  bo  no  question  as  to  the  national  value  of  this 
work.  Similar  work  is  done  at  the  cost  of  the 
State  in  other  countries,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
something  may  be  done  at  any  rate  to  assist  it  in 
this  way  in  this  country.  The  work  is  well  arranged, 
well  illustrated,  and  well  produced.  My  first  intro- 
duction to  what  was  then  Mr.  Symon's  system  of 
registering  rainfall  was  by  Mi-.  R.  D.  Blackmore, 
author  of  "  Lorna  Doone";  he  had  a  gauge  in  his 
garden  at  Teddington,  and  often  showed  me  his 
records. 

Rain  Badly  Wanted  in  England. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  we  had  such  a  long  spell 
of  dry  weather,  with  such  a  blazing  sun  and  cloud- 
less sky — at  any  rate,  in  the  south  of  England. 
It  really  seem?  to  be  months  since  we  had  a  nice 
steady  rain,  yet  a  friend  who  has  been  in  Arran 
says  they  had  rain  nearly  every  day.  Another 
friend  who  has  been  in  Sutherlandshire  says  the 
weather  has  been  "bitterly  cold,  dull  and  wet." 
On  Sept.  2  Loch  Awe  reflected  a  burning  sun  in  a 
cloudless  sky. 

"Do  Adders  Swallow  their  Young?" 

The  "Amateur  Angler"  ■writes: — 

"  Do  adders  swallow  their  young  ?  This  is  a 
question  often  disputed  and  never  settled.  I 
have  lately  had  what  seemed  to  me  very  con- 
vincing proof  that  adders  do  on  certain  occasions 
swallow  their  young.  A  week  or  two  ago  my 
nephew  was  walking  over  his  farm  when  a  farm 
lad  came  up  to  him  and  said:  '  Please,  sir,  I've 
just  killed  an  adder.  Her  was  curled  up  in  the 
sun  with  half  a  dozen  young  'uns  round  her.  As 
soon  as  her  see'd  me,  her  opened  her  mouth  and 
the  young  'uns  jumpt  in  as  quick  as  lightnin',  one 
after  the  other — and  then  her  was  off  like  a  shot, 
but  I  switched  her  across  the  back  and  soon  killed 
her.'  Now  I  consider  that  to  be  very  reliable 
testimony  because  of  its  unsophisticated  simplicity. 
I  suppose  it  never  occurred  to  the  boy  to  pursue 
the  question  further  by  cutting  the  mother  open. 
Had  he  done  so,  and  the  young  ones  had  jumped 
out,  his  story  would  have  been  doubly  confirmed. 
I  think  our  dear  old  friend  Tegetmeyer  used  to 
assert  that  the  mother  adder  concealed  her  young 
under  her  body,  but  so  rapidly  as  to  convey  the 
idea  that  she  swallowed  them;  but  as  the  boy 
killed  this  mother  the  theory  of  concealment  won't 
apply." 

Sea  Angling  at  Southwold— A  141b.  Turbot. 

Mr.  L.  B.  Wrightson,  writing  to  me  on  Sept.  4, 
says : — 

"  Fishing  has  commenced  here,  though  o-wing  to 
hot  weather  and  clear  water  very  little  has  been 
done  on  pier  until  to-day.  Dabs  and  flounders 
are,  and  have  been,  fairly  numerous,  and  your 
correspondent  has  taken  a  goodly  number  during 
the  last  ten  days,  and,  what  is  more,  soles  have 
unexpectedly  put  in  an  appearance.  One  such 
yesterday,  weighing  Jib.,  fell  to  the  rod  of  a  visitor 
(Mr.  House,  of  Luton).  The  writer  had  the  good 
fortune  a  day  or  so  ago  to  get  a  decent  pair, 
scaling  lib.  2oz.,  in  one  morning.  But  i.'ie  event 
of  the  week  or  day  has  been  the  capture  by  me  of 
a  splendid  turbot  on  rod  and  line,  on  Southwold 
Pier  this  day  (Tuesday),  the  same  scaling 
14lb.  5oz.,  which  for  pier  fishing  in  respect  of  this 
comparatively  scarce  fish  is  believed  to  be  a 
record.  No  such  fish,  and  certainly  of  such 
weight,  has  bsen  known  to  have  been  caught  on 
rod  and  line  from  any  pier  or  boat  on  the  east 
coast.  It  was  on  view  to-day  at  Osborne's, 
Southwold,  and  attracted  much  attention  from 
visitors  and  local  fishermen.  The  measurements 
are  as  follows:  28in.  long,  20in.  wide;  weight, 
141b.  5oz  ;  bait,  peeled  shrimp. 

"  Whiting  are  expected  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
and  every  convenience  is  being  made  for  the 
comfort  of  intending  sea  anglers  by  the  Coast 
Development  Corporation.  Conger  and  cod  follow 
in  the  usual  course  of  events." 


The  Potted  Eel  and  the  Greedy  Gudgeon,  and 
How  to  Cook  Flatfish. 

Mr.  David  Pine  informs  me  that  his  brother 
has  caught  the  anghng  disease  rather  badly.  I 
should  think  he  had,  judging  from  his  fish  stories  1 
Mr.  Pine  writes  :  — 

"  Dear  Marston,— My  brother  has  been  a-way 
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fishing  at  HqlyTvell  Ferry,  St.  Ives.  On  his 
return  he  petrified  my  feeble  intellect  by  teUing 
me  these  two  incidents,  both  of  which  he  saw  him- 
self, and  so  he  is  able  to  vouch  for  their  truth.  A 
man  fishing  next  to  his  pitch  hooked  a  small  eel. 
The  little  '  wriggler,'  in  its  fright,  '  wriggled  '  into 
an  empty  ginger- beer  bottle  which  had  been  thrown 
into  the  river,  and  the  wily  angler  landed  both  eel 
and  bottle.  This  is  a  fact,  but  whether  your  readers 
will  swallow  it,  is  another  matter. 

"  The  other  incident  is  even  more  weird.  My 
brother  was  hve-baiting  for  perch  with  a  small 
gudgeon  hooked  through  the  lip.  A  friend  was 
fishing  the  same  hole  for  perch  with  a  small  red 
worm.  All  at  once  the  friend  exclaimed,  '  I  have 
a  bite  !  '  Ite  struck,  and  landed  the  gudgeon  my 
brother  was  fishing  with.  The  gudgeon  had  positively 
taken  the  worm  while  the  live-bait  hook  was  in 
its  upper  lip. 

"  I  have  heard  many  piscatorial  '  yarns,'  but  for 
two  true  stories,  I  think  these  take  the  bun. 

"  There  has  been  some  grand  sport  with  the 
flatfish  at  Ramsgate.  I  have  never  taken  such 
fine  dabs,  also  a  few  good  flounders  and  plaice. 
(  "  There  is  a  royal  way  of  cooking  these  flatfish, 
and  done  in  this  way,  they  form  a  dish  for  the 
'  gods. ' 

"  Put  some  water  in  a  shallow  pan,  and  bring  it 
to  a  simmer,  not  a  boil.  Then  shred  some  carrots, 
turnips,  potatoes,  and  a  very  little  onion.  Put  these 
in  the  pan  with  a  small  lump  of  butter,  and  salt 
and  pepper  to  taste.  Simmer  the  vegetables  until 
tender  ;  then  put  the  flatfish  in  with  the  liquor  just 
covering  them.  Simmer  all  together  until  the  fish 
are  tender.  Serve  in  a  deep  dish  with  the  liquor 
and  vegetables. 

"  When  I  get  a  cool  day,  I  will  send  you  some 
flat  'uns,  and  you  try  this  dish  ;  you  will  bless  me 
for  ever.  Some  people  like  a  tablespoonfui  of 
sherry  in  the  liquor,  no  doubt  it  is  an  improvement. 

"  Awfully  hot,  and  no  rain  here  for  a  month. 
What  a  thirst  I  have  developed. — Tight  lines. — 
Yours  truly,  "David  W.  Pine." 


How  to  tell  Them. 

If,  on  a  summer  afternoon, 

You  try  to  get  a  doze. 
And  something  rambles  round  your  face. 

And  strolls  along  your  nose. 
No  carping  critic  can  deny 
That  you  have  found  the  Common  Fly. 

If  in  New  Jersey  you  should  meet 
Some  creatures  mild  and  bland 

Who  gaily  round  your  ankles  romp 
And  eat  out  of  your  hand. 

Then  seek  no  farther,  for  you've  found 

Mosquitoes  on  their  native  ground. 

When,  in  the  autunm,  you  get  out 

Last  winter's  costly  suit. 
And  on  its  buttons  find  enthroned 

A  hairy  little  brute. 
If  he  has  eaten  all  the  cloth, 
You  may  be  sure  he  is  a  Moth. 

When  buzzing  sounds  float  round  your  ear 

And  brush  across  your  face  ; 
When  myriad  specks  before  your  eyes 

Go  dancing  off  in  space  ; 
If  you  indulge  in  frantic  spats, 
You're  hkely  to  catch  several  Gnats. 

If  at  a  picnic  in  the  woods 

You  hear  a  lady  scream 
A  terrified,  blood-curdling  yell 

That's  like  a  fearful  dream. 
Be  certain  when  you  hear  this  sound, 
A  Spider  must  be  somewhere  round. 

— Carolyn  Wells,  in  the  Century  Magazine. 


Wasp  Grub  as  Bait. 

Next  to  bread-paste,  one  of  the  pleasantest  and 
most  attractive  baits  for  fish  is  wasp  grub.  Wasps 
have  not  been  very  plentiful  this  year,  I  beUeve,  but 
usually  about  this  time  and  a  little  earlier  advertise- 
ments of  wasp  comb  for  sale  appear  in  our  columns. 
As  a  youngster  I  used  to  think  taking  a  wasp's  nest 
with  a  squib  of  damp  rock  powder  was  the  most 
exciting  part  of  a  fishing  hoUday — especially  when 
you  put  the  squib  in  the  wrong  hole  and  the  wasps 
came  out  to  see  what  was  up  ! 

R.  B.  Mabston. 


DIVAGATIONS. 

Absence  from  London  on  vacation  gives  me  a 
miscellaneous  budget  of  matters  to  deal  with  on 
my  return. 

I  notice  that  "  M.  D.,"  in  a  letter  with  which 
I  otherwise  agree,  indulges  in  a  sneer  at  the  recent 
craze  for  light  rods.  It  might  interest  him  to  know 
that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  which 
discussed  Mr.  Poole's  paper  on  light  rods  there 
were  only  three  speakers  out  of  upwards  of  a  dozen 
who  attempted  to  maintain  the  superiority  of  the 
heavier  weapon,  and  they  all  confessed  they  had 
never  handled  a  light  rod.  A  few  days  after  that 
meeting  I  met  four  anglers  on  one  pool  of  a  trouty 
stream  in  the  Black  Forest.  There  was  one  native 
American,  one  German- American,  one  German, 
and  one  Enghshman  besides  myself.  The  American 
had  a  "  Leonard  "  of  9ft.  and  5oz.  So  had  I.  The 
German-American  had  a  10ft.  "  Leonard "  of 
5foz.  The  German  had  a  5Joz.  "  Hardy  "  of  the 
newest  type,  and  the  Englishman  (one  of  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  who  had  despised  the 
fight  rod)  was  rhapsodical  over  the  6Joz.  10ft. 
"  Leonard,"  which  gave  him  what  he  called  "  the 
poetry  of  motion."  I  venture  to  submit  to  "  M.  D." 
that  that  company  on  that  poolside  was  ahead  of 
most  similar  gatherings  in  the  Old  Country  in  its 
equipment.  Had  I  been  a  few  days  earlier  1  should 
have  met  another  American  with  a  2ioz.  stick,  on 
which  he  was  killing  big  baskets  of  trout  up  to  21b., 
'  and  another  German  with  a  "  Leonard."  The  fish 
of  this  stream  are  the  most  dogged  fighters  for  their 
inches  that  I  have  ever  encountered  out  of  certain 
rough  Norwegian  rivers,  yet  the  light  rods  were 
entirely  adequate. 

I  see  I  am  charged  by  Mr.  Shaw  in  a  very  charac- 
teristic letter  with  having  misunderstood  him.  I 
have  read  his  description  of  his  wind-cast  again, 
and  if  there  is  anything  unusual  in  it  beyond  the 
twist  of  the  wrist,  I  am  with  you  in  faihng  to  under- 
stand his  description.  Ha  says,  however,  that  it  is 
the  twist  (describing  it  as  somewhat  similar  to  the 
screw  used  by  a  right-hand  bowler  when  breaking 
a  ball  from  the  off)  which  forces  the  fly  against  the 
wind,  and  in  this  we  are  agreed.  The  tmst  has  the 
effect  of  straightening  out  the  gut  into  the  wind 
when  the  force  of  the  forward  drive  seems  otherwise 
exhausted.  No  doubt  the  second  edition  will 
appear  in  due  course  and  make  clear  that  which  is 
now  dark. 

The  Brown  Gauze  Wing  is  a  fly  which  I  have  seen 
for  several  seasons  contemporaneously  with  the 
May  Fly  in  Southern  Germany,  but  never  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  justify  me  in  putting  it  into  compe- 
tition vfith.  the  numerous  Duns  and  Sedges  which 
were  so  much  more  profitable  to  diess.  I  was  not 
previously  aware  that  itwas  common  in  this  country, 
though  I  heard  of  its  being  found,  I  think,  in 
Devonshire. 

The  Blue-winged  Ohve  has  been  strong  on  several 
waters  which  I  have  fished  this  year  in  England, 
Germany,  and  Normandy.  At  the  time  that  it  is 
due  I  always  suspect  its  presence  if,  late  in  the 
afternoon,  I  find  the  trout  making  a  very  slow, 
porpoise-hke  rise,  showing  in  succession  back-fin 
and  tail.  The  winged  fly  seems  seldom  to  be  taken, 
and  the  trout  feed  upon  it  in  the  nymph  or  spinner 
stages  almost  exclusively.  It  is  in  the  latter  stage 
that  the  rise  becomes  maddest.  Up  to  a  recent  date 
I  always  on  these  occasions  mount  (if  I  have  it)  a 
large  bright  Orange  Quill  on  a  No.  2,  or  even  No.  3, 
hook.  This  pattern  brought  me  six  brace  (and 
numerous  others,  sizeable  and  unsizeable,  returned) 
one  day  at  the  end  of  July  on  the  Itchen.  But  one 
evening,  in  Normandy,  a  French  friend,  whose  hospi- 
tality I  was  enjoying,  brought  me  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  of  a  trout  he  had  killed,  and  asked  me  to 
imitate  the  spinner  of  the  Blue-mnged  Olive  from 
among  them.  I  spent  an  hour  next  morning  on  the 
task,  and  was  pleased  to  find  on  the  following 
evening  that  the  Norman  trout  took  the  imitations 
quite  freely  during  the  brief  evening  rise  before  the 
inexorable  French  law  closured  further  fishing  for  the 
day  and  the  visit.  This  was  the  more  gratifying  as 
I  have  heard  good  fly-dressers  declare  that  it  is 
impossible  to  make  a  really  successful  imitation 
of  the  Blue-winged  Ohve  in  any  stage.  The  body 
was  of  seal's-fur  of  a  sort  of  amber-oHve,  with  a 
slight  admixture  of  bluish  hare's-ear  and  hare's- 
poll,  hackled  with  a  bright  blue  cock's  hackle  for 
legs  and  wings,  and  with  a  whisk  of  similar  hackle. 

In  Normandy  Tup's  Indispensable  and  Green- 
well's  Glory  covered  themselves  with  honour,  both 
in  stream  fishing  and  in  lake  fishing.  It  was  ex- 
tremely pretty  to  cast  to  bankers  cruising  along 


the  edge  of  a  lake  a  fly  as  small  as  you  could  use  for 
stream  fishing,  and  to  get  the  fi.sh  again  and  again, 
in  bright  sunshine  with  the  clearest  water. 
■  From  dry-fly  streams  in  Normandy,  closely 
resembling  our  Hampshire  rivers,  to  Dartmoor  is 
a  difficult  change  to  negotiate  comfortably.  The 
quick  dash  of  the  moorland  troutlots.  seldom  bigger 
than  a  sardine,  makes  them  very  difficult  to  hook 
by  one  who  has  been  accustomed  to  time  the  strike 
to  the  larger  fish  of  the  Hampshire  rivers.  I  own 
to  thirty-seven  misses  before  T  hooked  mv  first 
Dartmoor  trout.  A  native  laid  it  down  that  they 
will  rise  to  any  fly  in  reason,  but  they  only  lay  hold 
of  what  they  want.  In  a  week  I  dressed  innumer- 
able patterns— Infallible,  Orange  Partridge,  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Red  Tag,  Blue  and 
Silver,  Hare's  Ear,  Cahfornia,  Brown  Palmer,  etc., 
and  tried  most  of  them,  but  never  got  on  to 
the  fly  they  would  lay  hold  of  and  take  so  that  one 
could  hook  more  than  one  rise  in  ten. 

After  this,  self-respect  required  to  be  restored  by 
a  return  to  the  easier  trout  of  the  Itchen,  and  a 
brace  cf  two-pounders  proved  a  fitting  wind-up  to 
a  somewhat  miscellaneous  holiday. 

As  my  French  friend  had  been  protesting  against 
the  use  of  Greenwell's  Glory,  as  being  a  fancy  fly 
and  no  imitation  of  any  insect  in  nature,  it  wa>  a 
great  pleasure  to  squeeze  up  into  the  gorge  of  two- 
pounder  No.  1  and  bring  to  light  on  a  button-hook 
several  greenish  Duns,  Avhich,  in  colour  of  body, 
legs,  and  wings,  were  exactly  imitated  by  the  pale 
starhng-winged,  honey-dun-hackled  variant  of 
Greenwell's  Glory  with  which  I  took  him.  It  was 
one  of  those  days  when  the  trout  would  not  have 
the  dry-fly  on  any  terms,  but  with  a  wet-fly  (the 
G.  G.  in  question)  I  hooked  four  good  fish  in  about 
twenty  minutes.  The  grass  moth  wa;  thick  on 
the  banks,  and  the  pale  floating  ^Marcli  Brown 
provided  quite  a  passable  imitation,  but  none  of  the 
fish  lying  under  the  banks  which  came  to  it  were 
sizeable.  It  was  noticed  by  the  keeper  that  for 
some  time  the  big  fish  in  this  water  had  taken  to 
midstream  and  to  cruising.  Val  Con.sox. 


TEAWLING  IN  PEGAVELL  BAY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Kent  and  Essex  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee,  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall 
on  Monday  last,  the  important  subject  of  the 
prohibition  of  trawling  ia  the  Pegwell  Bay  fish 
nursery  came  up  for  discussion. 

At  the  previous  meeting  Mr.  Charles  Hussey 
(Deal)  brought  forward  a  motion  to  add  to  the 
committee's  regulations  a  bye-law  forbidding  the 
use  of  the  trawl  or  stow-boat  net  on  the  shore  side 
of  a  line  drawn  from  Ramsgate  Pier  Head  to  the 
Deal  Bank  Buoy. 

Having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  matter, 
an  amendment  was  moved,  and  after  some  dis- 
cussion carried,  to  the  effect  that  a  sub-committee 
be  appointed  to  meet  at  Ramsgate  and  investigate 
the  matter  on  the  spot.  This  sub-committee  met 
on  June  28,  and  nem.  con.  approved  Mr.  Hussey's 
proposal,  and  reported  accordingly.  On  Monday 
the  proposal  to  adopt  this  report  met  with  un- 
expected opposition,  and  the  question  was  warmly 
debated,  but  the  motion  was  eventually  carried, 
and  the  proposed  new  bye-law  has  been  accordingly 
forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
fisheries  for  approval.  If  the  Department 
approve,  it  will  be  referred  back  to  the  Kent  and 
Essex  Board  for  confirmation. 

The  matter  is  thus  carried  very  much  further 
than  it  has  gone  before,  and  Mr.  Hussey  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  his  success  up  to  this  point,  and 
the  thanks  of  all  sea  anglers  are  certainly  due  to 
him  for  his  energetic  and  protracted  efforts  to 
prevent;  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents  in  this 
important  fish  nursery  with  its  inevitably  damag- 
ing effects  on  the  business  and  sport  of  sea  fishing. 


"  The  Call  of  the  Sea.'" — Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who 
has  only  recently  returned  from  a  sporting  hohday 
in  the  vdlds  of  Florida,  is  now  engaged  upon  two 
new  books — one  deahng  with  his  trip  and  the  other 
mth  many  aspects  of  the  sea.  The  former  will 
probably  be  called  "  Ten  Thousand  Miles  for  a 
Tarpon,  and  Experiences  by  the  Way,"  and  ^vill 
include  matter  relating  to  New  York  and  Washing- 
ton, an  interview  ^\-ith  the  President,  tarpon  fishing 
in  Florida,  journeys  in  North  Carolina,  Cuba,  and 
Jamaica,  and  an  accoimt  of  a  visit  to  the  Panama 
Canal  works.  His  second  book  wiU  bear  the 
attractive  title  of  "  The  Call  of  the  Sea." — Daily 
Mail. 
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IN  SEAECH  OF  EE  ST  AND  QUIET. 

By  the  "Amateur  Angler." 


(Continued  from  page  156.) 
Monday,  August  20. — Angling,  no  doubt,  is  a 
very  pleasant  occupation — in  anticipation  and  in  the 
exercise  of  a  vivid  imagination  it  is  delightful ;  but 
angling  is  not  the  only  thing  that  contributes  to  one's 
peace  and  rest.  The  other  day  I  had  a  house — or,  as 
it  turned  out,  a  barn— afire  to  relieve  the  monotony. 

Over  the  Black  Mountains. 
On  Monday  last  we  made  up  a  pleasant  party,  and 
we  took  a  drive  over  the  Black  Mountains,  about 
fourteen  miles,  which  brought  us  to  the  well-known 
and  ofttimes  described  rums  of  Llanthony  Abbey, 
in  the  lovely  and  romantic  Vale  of  Ewyas,  Mon- 
mouthshire. That  was  a  ride — when  you  come  to 
realise  it  ;  a  large  brake,  half-a-dozen  people,  drawn 
by  a  strong  pair  of  horses  up  steep  hill-sides  in 
deeply-rutted  tracks,  jogging  over  stones,  rattling 
our  bones,  sometimes  being  ordered  to  get  do-mi 
and  walk  up  steep  banks  for  a  mile  at  a  time.  And 
then  when  we  got  on  what  we  expected  to  find  a 
level  path — level  it  was  in  a  general  sense,  but  when 
one  descends  to  particulars  there  was  nothing  level 
about  it — the  track  was  deeply  rutted,  full  of  all 
sorts  of  gullies  and  stones,  over  which  the  hoi-ses 
dashed  along  to  make  up  for  time  lost  in  cUmbing. 
So  we  got  along  the  upper  passes ;  then  we  came 
to  the  descent,  not  unlike  the  ascent,  only  the  road 
was  narrower — just  room  for  one  vehicle  between  the 
tall  banks  and  hedges  ;  half-way  down  we  met  a 
waggonette  and  one  horse — and  there  we  were.  The 
one-horse  man  would  not  go  back,  and  we  could  not. 
Not  likely  that  a  two-horse  chaise  should  give  way 
to  a  one-horse  chaise  !  The  end  of  it  was  that  the 
one-horse  man  had  to  take  his  horse  out  of  the 
shafts,  push  back  his  trap  downhill  for  two  or  three 
hundred  yards  till  he  came  to  an  open  space  ;  then 
he  took  his  horse  back,  and  we  passed  each  other  in 
a  friendly  way.  We  then  came  upon  a  waggon-load 
of  fern.  Wo  overcame  that  and  all  other  diffi- 
culties, and  at  last  we  reached  Llanthony  Abbey. 
I  am  not  going  to  describe  it. 

Llanthony  Abbey. 

The  abbey  dates  from  the  days  of  William  Rufus. 
The  ruiiLS  are  moat  picturesque,  and  shut  in  from 
the  outside  world  by  a  circle  of  mountains,  ap- 
proached by  such  a  route  as  that  which  I  have 
slightly  described.  There  is  a  sort  of  farmhouse 
restaurant  built  into  the  old  ruins,  and  that  was 
the  portion  of  the  abbey  which  first  attracted  our 
attention.  Tea  and  bread-and-butter  ;  you  know, 
we  were  rather  hungry  after  our  long  drive  through 
the  finest  and  purest  mountain  air  in  the  world, 
and  we  were  quite  ready  for  a  modest  repast.  The 
bread  was  home-made,  just,  I  am  sure,  the  same  as 
was  baked  by  the  monks  of  old  in  the  capacious 
ovens  of  the  old  abbey  ;  and  the  butter  and  milk 
and  cream  from  cows  descended  from  the  cows 
with  crumjjled  horns  in  the  olden  time.  Such  loaves, 
half  a  yard  in  circumference — and  such  butter  ! 
The  tea  was  modern  and  commonplace.  Talk  of 
peace  and  quiet — here  we  have  it  !  It  seems  to  be 
the  very  spot  for  those  who  prefer  a  monastic  life : 
"  I  envy  them,  those  monks  of  old, 
,  Their  books  they  read,  and  their  beads  they  told  ; 
J  To  human  softness  dead  and  cold. 
And  all  life's  vanity." 

It  is  surrounded  by  streams  said  to  abound  in 
fish,  as  is  the  case  with  all  old  abbeys  and 
monasteries.  But  there  is  no  peace  for  some 
people,  so  we  mounted  our  waggonette  and  away  ! 
The  usual  and  shortest  way  to  and  from  the  abbey 
is  from  Abergavenny,  but  we  came  there  from 
over  the  hills  and  far  away  in  the  north. 

The  New  Monastery  and  Father  Ignatius. 
On  our  return  it  was  not  likely  that,  at  about 
four  miles  away,  we  should  pass  by  the  Modern 
Monastery,  founded  only  thirty-six  years  ago  by 
Father  Ignatius.  The  situation  is  as  pleasant  as  that 
of  the  old  abbey  ;  it  was  growing  late  when  we  found 
our  way  there,  and  the  dim  shades  of  evening 
seemed  in  full  harmony  with  the  new  monastic  pile. 
The  road  is  a  simple  lane,  and  in  wending  round 
towards  the  monastery  we  came  upon  the  very 
beautiful  marble  monument  of  the  Virgin,  recently 
erected  just  on  the  spot  where  she  is  said  to  have 
appeared  some  years  ago  to  Father  Ignatius  himself. 
It  is  enclosed  in  iron  railings,  and  with  a  vestal  lamp 
perpetually  burning  in  front  of  it.  The  monastery 
itself  is  plain  enough  in  its  outward  appearance,  so 
far  as  we  could  see,  but  the  interior,  to  which  we 


were  very  politely  conducted  by  a  middle-aged  lady, 
in  the  garb  of  a  nun,  is  very  gorgeous.  We  wore  only 
admitted  into  a  first  enclosure,  most  elaborately 
decorated,  and  in  which  is  a  very  finely- modelled 
life-size  figure  of  the  Saviour  on  the  Cross.  Wo  could 
only  peep  through  a  sort  of  lattice-work  into  the  dim 
interior,  where  the  modem  monks  imitate  those  of 
old  in  chanting  the  ancient  service.  "  There  are 
never  many  monks  there,"  says  Father  Ignatius ; 
"under  the  strict  rule,  men  come  and  learn  to  love  and 
pray,  and  then  they  go  to  other  places  and  to  other 
lands  to  carry  the  spirit  of  Llanthony  far  and  wide." 

The  remarkable  establishment  is  not  Roman 
Catholic,  a^  is  usually  supposed,  but  strictly 
monastic.  It  is  called,  "  The  cradle  of  the  widely- 
spread  monastic  revival  all  over  the  land,  and 
noted  all  over  the  world."  "  The  two  pojiular 
days  for  visiting  the  monastery  are  Ascension  Day 
and  the  anniversary  of  the  apparition  of  our  '  Lady 
of  Llanthony  '  (August  30),  when  there  are  con- 
tinuous public  services  in  the  monastery  church. 
The  visitors  are  of  all  denominations,  from  Roman 
Catholics  to  Salvationists,  from  noble3  to  plough- 
boys." 

We  were  glad  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
paying  this  hurried  visit  to  a  place  so  renowned. 
Our  homeward  path  was  more  interesting  than  the 
outward,  because  the  mist,  which  had  for  the  most 
part  hidden  the  hill-crests  and  the  distant  views, 
had  now  cleared  away,  and  we  found  that  in  the 
morning  we  had  passed  without  seeing  them  some 
superb  views,  embracing  many  counties,  and  also  that 
our  path  had  led  us  in  many  places  along  the  very 
verge  of  deep  precipices,  down  which,  but  for  the 
care  of  our  driver,  we  might  at  any  moment  have 
been  dashed.  As  the  shades  of  evening  clo5ed  o'er 
us,  and  the  stars  came  out,  the  scene  around  us  of 
clear-cut  mountain  ridges,  of  peeps  now  and  then 
into  far-off  counties  beyond,  the  mountain  sheep 
bleating  now  and  then,  occasional  neighing  of  forest 
ponies,  all  made  for  peace  and  quiet,  only  disturbed 
by  the  rough  jolting  of  our  two-horse  chaise. 

Fishing  88deg.  in  the  Shade — What  Then  in 
the  Sun  ? 

Tuesday,  August  21. — I  took  my  departure  from 
this  land  of  "  rest  and  quiet,"  and  in  due  course 
found  myself  happily  welcomed  in  the  old  town  of 
Ludlow.  My  experience  quite  justifies  the  assertion 
that  August  is  the  worst  month  for  trout-fishing, 
and  that  bright  sunshine,  low  water,  and  lazy 
grayling,  sleeping  on  the  bottom  of  the  stream,  do 
not  contribute  to  basket-filling. 

The  next  morning  we  went  to  the  Lugg,  five  of  us, 
in  a  waggonette,  fourteen  miles  away,  and  up  among 
the  hills  where  I  had  been  a  year  ago.  There  were 
only  two  rods  among  us,  the  rest  were  girls  ;  they 
are  christened  "  Madcap  Margerie,"  "  Merrie  Mirrie;" 
and  "Molly  the  Artist"  (that  same  pretty  hazel- 
eyed  little  Mary  who,  years  and  years  ago,  held  a 
big  dish  at  the  door,  with  solemn  face  and  laughing 
eyes,  to  receive  the  contents  of  my  empty  basket. 
It  was  good  to  have  them  with  us,  because  they 
kept  us  alive,  boiled  our  kettle,  made  our  tea  in  a 
charming  little  wooded  enclosure  by  the  river,  and 
generally  speaking  made  themselves  useful.  It 
was  a  hot  day — one  of  those  88dog.  in  the  shade 
days  recorded  in  the  London  newspapers.  To 
fish  in  the"  open  stream  in  such  a  state  of  things 
was  hopeless.  I  sought  a  sjiot  in  some  way  shaded 
by  rocks  or  trees,  where  the  water  did  not  reflect 
the  bright  sun — such  spots  were  few  and  far  between. 
After  tea  I  had  strolled  up  to  one  of  these  shady 
nooks,  and  in  getting  down  to  the  water  over  the 
slippery  shale  I  fell  down  backwards,  and  in  doing 
so  smashed  the  rim  of  my  net  in  two.  I  had  no 
sooner  done  this  than  I  heard  a  shouting  and 
screaming,  and  looking  up,  yonder  was  pretty 
Molly  rushing  towards  me  as  fast  as  she  could 
run,  in  breathless  excitement,  and  crying,  "  Uncle  ! 
Uncle!  I  want  your  net.  We've  got  a  trout 
that  length  (spreading  abroad  her  two  hands  to 
the  extent  of  about  a  yard).  He  is  in  a  pool, 
and  we  have  blocked  up  the  two  ends  so  that  he 
cannot  get  out,  and  now  I  want  your  net  to  catch 
him  !  "  She  seized  my  net,  broken  as  it  was,  and 
off  she  dashed  like  a  young  gazelle.  I  walked 
slowly  down  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  When  I 
arrived  on  the  scene — a  pretty  scene  it  was  !  I 
only  wish  I  could  have  snapshotted  them  :  Mad- 
cap Margie  and  Merrie  Mirrie,  shoes  and  stockings 
off,  up  to  their  knees  in  the  pool,  chasing  the  poor 
trout  round  and  round,  and  Molly  lying  at  full 
length  on  the  bank  above,  leaning  over  the  side, 
net  in  hand,  and  making  a  dip  now  and  then  as 
Master  Trout  came  in  sight.    The  net  had  been 


deftly  repaired  by  the  help  of  two  pocket- 
handkerchiefs.  At  last  she  made  a  succe-ssful 
dip  and  landed  the  monster  on  the  green  grass  ! 
Hurrah  !  Wasn't  there  a  jubilation  !  Now  thoy 
had  got  their  fish  in  the  net,  they  didn't  know 
what  on  earth  they  should  do  with  it.  Tluy 
woie  afraid  it  would  bite  if  they  touched  it,  and  I 
arrived  just  in  time  to  assist  in  ending  its  torments. 
It  measui'ed  just  8in..  and  weighed  probably  4oz. 
They  cooked  it  themselves  next  morning,  and  ate  it 
all  themselves — the  little  cormorants  !  Never  did 
trout  taste  like  tliat  trout,  and  now  they  are  crazy 
to  go  a-fishing  again. 

As  to  the  two  rods,  they  got  only  one  sjnall  trout  be- 
tweetithem  !  How  could  tish  be  expected  to  be  caught 
in  such  weather  ?  The  sun's  "  perpendicular  rays  " 
penetrated  the  very  depths  of  the  water,  and  no 
doubt  caused  the  girls'  little  trout  to  seek  a  cooler 
element  in  that  shaded  but  fatal  pool.  I  can  only 
say  the  two  rods  did  all  that  could  be  done  under  the 
circumstances,  and  they  consoled  themselves  with 
the  reflection  that  they  are  not  the  only  experts 
who  have  failed  ;  but  no  mercy  was  shown  them 
on  the  long  drive  home.  Those  girls  triumphed  ever 
them ;  they  crowed  over  them  ;  they  jeered  at  them ; 
they  boasted  of  their  own  superior  skill  ;  and  the 
two  rods  were  crestfallen  indeed  !  On  our  M  ay 
home  through  old  familiar  scene>,  I  pointed  out  to 
the  girls  a  small  clump  of  trees,  on  the  top  of  one  of 
which  I  had,  seventy  years  ago,  built  myself  a  little 
hut,  where  I  learnt  my  school  lessons,  swaying  in 
the  wind.  Thus  ended  another  of  my  fishing  days. 
Lord  Roberts. 

Thursday  was  not  a  fishing  day,  and  Friday, 
Aug.  24,  was  a  day  to  be  remembei'ed  in  the  annals 
of  our  beautiful  little  town,  for  it  was  honoured  by 
the  quite  unexpected  visit  of  Lord  and  Lady 
Roberts.  They  appear  to  be  touring  privately 
through  the  country  on  a  motor-car.  They  arrived 
at  the  Feathers  Hotel  (that  fine  old  example  of 
black  and  white)  on  Thursday  night.  Their 
privacy  was  soon  betrayed.  His  lordship  was 
recognised,  and  the  next  morning  the  streets  were 
filled  with  spectators  anxious  to  get  a  peep  at  him. 
He  strolled  round  the  castle,  where  he  met  two 
young  ladies,  to  whom  he  expressed  his  delight  at 
the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  He  was  met  by  one  or 
two  old  soldiers,  whom  he  cordially  recognised, 
and  when  one  of  them  told  him  that  he  had  marched 
with  him  to  Candahar  he  almost  embraced  him. 
"Then  I  saw  you  there,"  said  the  Earl.  "Yes,  my 
lord."  "  Then  you  have  got  your  medal  ?  " 
"  Yes."  "  You  ought  to  wear  it."  The  veteran 
explained  that  he  was  only  in  his  working  clothes, 
and  that  he  wore  his  medal  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days. His  lordship  repeatedly  said  that  he  had  never 
been  in  Shropshire,  or  in  Ludlow,  before  ;  he  was 
surprised  and  delighted  at  all  he  had  seen,  and  he 
hoped  at  no  very  distant  date  to  return  and  view  at 
more  leisure  the  very  charming  district.  I  am  glad 
to  give  this  brief  testimony  to  the  charms  of  the 
old  town. 

Fishing  in  the  Teme. 

I  find  that  my  fishing  excursions  only  serve  as 
pegs  on  which  to  hang  all  sorts  of  irrelevant  ma- 
terial. I  have  been  unlucky  in  choosing  the  month 
of  August  for  a  holiday,  for,  of  course,  I  know  by 
old  experience  that  for  fishing  it  is  the  worst  month 
in  the  year.  During  my  fortnight  I  have  devoted 
three  separate  days  to  fishing  in  three  separate 
streams— the  Wye,  the  Lugg,  and  the  Teme.  I 
have  told  the  story  of  the  two  first,  and  now  I  come 
to  the  Teme. 

It  was  on  Friday  last,  Aug.  24,  the  memorable 
day  of  the  visit  of  Lord  Roberts  to  our  ancient 
borough,  that  in  the  afternoon  we  started  by  train  ; 
by  we,  I  mean  the  two  rods  and  the  bevy  of  three 
enthusiasts,  whose  names  I  have  already  indicated  ; 
our  destination  being  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
and  enchanting  bits  of  fishing  on  the  Teme.  I 
need  not  further  particularise  than  to  say  that  it 
was  not  many  miles  away  from  Little  Hereford- 
preserved  water,  of  course,  and  so  attractive- 
looking  that  it  was  impossible  to  conceive  how  any- 
one could  fish  in  such  water  and  not  catch  fish  ! 
And  yet  we  did  it !  and  yet  again  I  may  say  we  had 
a  most  delightful  time  in  those  green  meadows,  by 
those  still  waters  open  and  free  on  our  side,  over- 
shadowed by  high  rocks  and  trees  on  the  opposite 
side.  The  girls  were  buoyant  and  merry,  rushing 
about  from  point  to  point  seeking  for  side-holes 
where  solitary  monster  trout  may  haply  be  found, 
and  finding  none,  whilst  the  two  rods  swept  the 
stream  from  end  to  end,  with  the  only  result  of  a 
braco  of  chub  and  a  brace  of  grayling. 
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DEAL  AND  WALMER  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  G.  D.  W.  Adams,  the 
hon.  sec.  of  the  .ibove  society,  we  are  able  to  give 
an  illustration  of  the  valuable  cup  presented  to  the 
association  by  the  Corporation  of  Deal.  The  cup 
will  be  competed  for  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
association. 

Without  a  doubt  the  towns  of  Deal  and  Walmer 
are  making  great  strides  in  their  efforts  to  main- 
tain their  pre-eminence  as  sea  angling  resorts.  To 
quote  from  the  Deal  Mercury  : — "A  year  of  useful 
work  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  Association.  .  .  . 
The  advantages  of  Deal  as  an  angling  centre  have 
been  known  to  individual  followers  of  Izaak  Walton 
for  many  years,  but  till  1905  no  concerted  efforts 
were  maide  locally  to  induce  anglers  to  visit  Deal  and 
Walmer,  nor  to  provide  a  bond  of  fellowship  when 
they  came,  with  their  brethren  of  the  gentle  craft 
here,such  as  might  help  to  attach  them  to  the  locality 
and  its  residents.  With  the  formation  of  the  Associa- 
tion this  was  changed,  and  in  a  few  months  so 
evidently  has  the  Association  been  appreciated 
that  its  membership  has  risen  rapidly  to  the 
very  satisfactory  figure  of  225.  Many,  linked 
by  their  membership  to  Deal  and  Walmer,  are 


CHIEF  ANGLING  EVENTS,  1906. 

October  7. 
Kent  Cup  Competition. 
First  contest  hold  in  boats  at  Ramsgato. 

October  15. 
Entente  Cordiale. 
Society  de  Pccheurs  de  Calaises'  visit  to  Deal  and 
compete  with  local  anglers  (pier  and  boats),  followed 
by  dinner  officially  attended. 

October  20  and  21. 
Local  Pier  Competitions. 

October  28. 
Kent  Cup  Competition. 
Second  contest  in  boats  at  Folkestone. 

October  29. 
Entente  Cordiale. 
Local  society  return  visit  to  Calais  and  compete 
witli  Society  de  Pccheurs  de  Calaises,  followed  by 
official  dinner. 

November  3  and  4. 
Festival  Open  to  All  Societies,  rROM  Pier. 


Plwto  by]  [Chas.  Hussey,  Deal 

The  Boeocgh  of  Deal  Cup. 


residents  in  London  and  in  various  parts  of  the 
provinces,  which  affords  strong  testimony  to 
the  real  value  of  the  Association  to  the  locality 
as  a  means  of  bringing  additional  visitors. 
During  its  first  season,  the  institution — which 
has  the  influential  support  of  Lord  George 
Hamilton,  Mr.  A.  Akers-Douglas,  M.P.,  the 
Recorder  and  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  the  Chairman 
of  the  Walmer  District  Council,  Col.  Roche, 
D.S.O.,  the  Consuls  at  Calais  and  Dover,  and 
other  gentlemen — has  held  five  angling  competi- 
tions (including  the  public  festival),  all  of  which 
were  successful  and  well  attended.  To  provide  the 
Association  with  a  permanent  home,  premises  in 
Market-street  were  secured  and  converted  into  an 
Anglers'  Hall,  well  equipped,  and  fitted  with  every 
convenience  for  devotees  of  rod  and  line,  and  this 
has  been  much  appreciated,  and  his  proved  most 
useful.  Preferential  terms  have  been  arranged  for 
the  hire  of  boats  by  members,  and  affiliation  with 
the  B.S.A.S.  has  ensured  participation  in  the  im- 
portant privileges  enjoyed  by  that  Society  through- 
out the  kingdom." 

A  glance  at  the  following  long  list  of  fixtures  to 
the  end  of  the  year  will  show  the  interest  which 
is  being  taken  in  the  society  by  its  honorary 
secretary  and  other  ofiBcers. 


^  November  10,  11,  and  12. 

Festival  Open  to  All  Societies,  feom  Boats. 

November  10. 
Motor  Boat  Competition. 
November  II. 
Kent  Cup  Competition. 
Third  contest  in  boats. 

November  2-1. 
Conversazione  and  Smoker. 
(Invitation  to  B.S.A.S.) 

December  8  and  9.  • 
Local  Boat  Competitions, 
at  which  valuable  silver,  challenge,  and  other  cups 
will  be  given,  besides  numerous  prizes. 
Other  minor  events  will  be  held. 

Another  great  feature  of  the  Association  is 
the  annual  concert,  the  second  of  which 
will  take  place  on  Thursday,  September  13,  at 
the  Theatre  Royal  and  Concert  Hall,  King  Street, 
Deal.  A  splendid  programme  has  been  arranged, 
which  includes  some  of  the  best  known  artists. 
The  string  band  of  the  Royal  Marines  will  discourse 
sweet  music.  We  wish  the  Deal  and  Walmer 
Angling  Association  all  the  success  it  deserves. 


LOUGH  BELTRA. 

Lough  Eeltka,  situated  on  the  cast  side  of 
Mount  Ncpliin,  is  a  short  car  drive  from  Ncwi)ort. 
It  is  fed  by  .streams  from  the  mountain,  Rcdoak  river 
forming  the  chief.  Newport  river  is  the  principal  out- 
let; by  means  of  this  viaduct,  salmon  and  white  trout 
find  their  way  to  the  lough.  From  my  experience, 
I  should  not  judge  it  worth  the  trouble  and  cxpenso 
of  a  visit  for  the  salmon  it  yields.  It  ranks,  however, 
as  a  white  trout  and  salmon  lough.  To  save  disap- 
pointment, therefore,  it  is  advisable  to  ascertain  at 
Newport  the  conditions  of  the  river.  If  it  has  been 
in  spate,  salmon  and  white  trout  have  no  doubt 
found  their  way  to  Beltra.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  season  has  been  a  dry  one,  the  angler  will  be 
well  advised  to  give  it  the  go  by.  It  is  a  fine 
expanse  of  water,  extending  for  a  distance  of  over 
three  miles.  August  is  the  best  month,  the  run  of 
grilse  and  sea-trout  taking  place  in  July.  The 
antecedent  conditions  being  favourable,  I  hired  a 
car,  and  drove  to  the  lough.  I  fished  Redoak  river, 
filling  in  the  time  during  which  a  boat  had  to  be 
procured  from  the  lower  end  of  the  lake.  This 
water  holds  an  abundance  of  brownies,  and  in  the 
autumn  it  affords  very  good  angling.  Tiiere  are 
always  a  few  white  trout  hanging  about  its  mouth, 
and  one  made  a  dash  in  the  neighbourhood  of  my 
fly.  He  rose  in  a  pool,  overhung  by  a  steep  bank, 
and  as  I  was  rather  conspicuous,  and  the  river 
clear,  he  retreated,  making  a  big  break  in  the 
water,  and  although  I  gave  him  several  oppor- 
tunities, he  would  not  come  again.  There  is  a 
nice  strip  of  water  between  Redoak  Bridge  and 
the  lough,  a  salmon  is  frequently  encountered  there 
in  the  spring  when  the  pools  are  deep.  The  river, 
as  a  rule,  is  too  light  to  hold  them  during  the 
summer.  While  waiting  for  the  boat,  there  was  a 
forceful  example  of  the  squally  nature  of  this 
mountain  lough.  On  my  arrival  an  hour  before, 
it  presented  a  blue  aspect,  animated  with  light 
rippling  waves.  Suddenly  the  wind  rose,  and, 
sweeping  down  the  mountain  side,  caught  the  water 
and  lashed  it  into  angry  waves.  These  squalls  con- 
tinued off  and  on  during  the  whole  morning,  and 
not  until  after  luncheon  dared  M'e  venture  to  launch 
the  boat.  Then  we  pushed  off  from  the  Glenhept 
side  and  rowed  towards  the  opposite  bank.  Thera 
are  well-kno\Mi  beats  on  the  lough,  and  a  boatman 
who  understands  them  will  make  a  considerable 
difference  in  the  weight  of  the  basket.  One  of  the 
best  is  at  the  top  end,  just  outside  the  point  where 
the  Redoak  river  debouches  into  the  lake,  and 
about  midway  between  Glenhest  and  Beltra  town- 
lands.  It  is  advisable  to  keep  the  boat  well  out' 
to  sea,  in  order  to  reach  the  angling  water,  as  a 
shallow  runs  for  some  distance  towards  the  river. 
Two  houses  on  the  Beltra  side  a  few  hundred  yards 
apart  are  conspicuous  objects.  These  form  land- 
marks ;  by  steering  the  boat  about  midway  between 
them,  the  best  of  the  ground  will  be  covered.  With 
a  strong  wind  and  big  waves,  we  found  it  no  easy 
matter  to  fish.  The  flies  trailed  over  great  rolling 
swells  which  swept  towards  the  shore.  The  break 
of  a  fish  is  so  characteristic  that  it  is  impossible 
to  mistake  it.  The  first  that  came  was  a  short 
riser,  and  contented  himself  with  a  shnrp  nip. 
Before  the  fly  could  be  returned,  the  boat  gave  a 
lurch,  and  he  was  beyond  our  reach.  Soon  after- 
wards a  less  fortunate  fly-taster  was  ploughing  in 
the  furrows  between  two  big  waves,  but  before  he 
could  be  got  under  proper  control,  he  broke  away. 
Our  experience  so  far  had  not  b?en  very  happy. 
Great  waves  were  breaking  against  the  boVs  of  the 
boat,  with  a  resonance  that  was  almost  unnerving. 
Water  was  also  being  shipped  too  freely  to  be  com- 
fortable. The  wind  was  blowing  from  the  south- 
west, and  Beltra  mountain  gave  shelter  on  the 
opposite  side.  We  decided  to  try  our  luck  in 
smoother  water,  and  the  boatmen  made  for  it  forth- 
with. We  rowed  a  good  distance  do^vn,  and  then 
had  to  drift  back ;  the  luck  turned,  and  I  got  hold 
of  a  fish.  When  he  was  ready  for  netting,  suddenly 
the  weight  seemed  to  increase,  and  a  fresh  com- 
motion agitated  the  rod.  It  was  difficult  to  account 
for  this  new  spurt  on  the  part  of  a  played-out  fish, 
but  the  reason  soon  became  apparent.  The  tail 
fly  had  been  appropriated,  the  first  comer  being  on 
the  dropper.  The  latter  floundered  about,  and  at 
intervals  was  dragged  imderneath  by  the  strength 
of  the  new  captive,  which  was  burrowing  deeply, 
and  showed  no  disposition  for  some  minutes  to 
capitulate.  At  length  he  gave  in,  and  proved  to  be 
a  perch,  over  1  lb.  weight,  which  had  taken  a  fancy 
to  a  small  Silver  Doctor,  intended  for  some  mis- 
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guided  gi-ilse.    In  expectation  of  the  latter's  advent, 
I.  had  taken  a  salmon  landing-net,  and  with  a  quick 
movement  both  were  safely  deposited  ^vithin  its 
meshes.    The  trout  was  only  a  ^-pounder.  Lower 
down  the  drift,  another  brown  trout,  a  pounder 
this  time,  was  added  to  the  basket.    Taking  a 
longer  stretch  of  water,  and  further  out  from  the 
shore,  we  got  among  the  white  trout.    The  reel 
groM-led.  and  a  general  commotion  followed.  Stroke, 
who  had  been  busy  baihng,  expressed  the  Opinion 
that  he  was  a  "  boghaleen."    If  this  might  be 
.  interpreted  as  meaning  cutting  through  high  waves, 
resting  in  deep  furrows,  having  a  turn  round 
generally,  and  doing  his  best  to  get  underneath  the 
boat,  he  certainly  was— the  net  result  being  that  he 
soon  tired  himself  out,  and  hastened  his  transference 
to  a  higher,  but  l3ss  congenial,  region.    He  scaled 
l|lb.,  and  was  in  good  condition,  although  his 
bright  coat  had  lost  much  of  its  silvery  trappings. 
Another  of  the  same  family  shared  his  destiny, 
much  brighter  in  colour,  but  not  a  fresh-run  fish. 
A  good  brown  trout  soon  followed  him  into  the 
bag,  and  had  the  elements  permitted  there  was 
every  prospect  of  an  excellent  basket.    But  the 
elements,  alas  !  showed  no  such  kindly  disposition. 
Behind  Beltra  mountain  nothing  but  a  black  mass 
wfts  visible,  moving  rapidly  before  the  wind,  and 
enveloping  everything  in  the  onrush.    The  impend- 
ing storm  enfolded  the  hillsides,  rendering  them 
dim  spectacles  at  first,  and  finally  wiping  them  out 
of  view.    We  quailed  before  the  hurricane,  and 
fled.    The  oarsmen  bent  their  backs,  and  pulled 
their  fastest.    A  mile  behind  us  I  could  see  the 
rain  strike  the  lake,  churning  it  into  a  seething 
mass,  and  then  sweep  towards  us.    We  had  not 
reached  the  shore,  before  we  were  overtaken,  the 
drops  ratthng  off  my  macintosh  like  hail,  and 
leaving  the  unprotected  boatman  wet  to  the  skm. 
On  it  passed,  through  Bolly-gloss,  making  the 
"  Green  Dairy,"  as  the  word  implies,  all  the  greener 
for  the  new  baptism. 

Then  the  sunlight  burst  forth  behind  its  track, 
leaving  a  bow  in  the  sky,  so  vivid,  that  its  prismatic 
colours  seemed  to  puls3  with  life  against  the  moun- 
tain side.  OwNWEE. 


FLIES  AND  riSHEEMAN. 

"  I  HAVE  gradually  come  to  the  conclusion,"  said 
the  philosophical  angler,  as  he  tilted  his  chair  com- 
fortably back  against  the  clapboards  of  the  old 
piazza,  "  that  much  of  the  charm  of  fly-fishing  lies 
in  the  infinite  variety  and  individuality  that  enter 
into  the  making  of  that  great  composite,  the  fly- 
fisherman.  As  each  man  has  his  own  way  of 
playing  golf,  driving  a  horse,  of  courting  a  wife, 
so  to  a  much  greater  extent  does  the  fly-fisherman 
stamp  the  impress  of  his  personality  on  his  methods 
and  habits. 

"  In  a  general  way  his  methods  and  implements 
are  similar  to  those  of  others  of  the  craft  ;  but  a 
very  slight  analysis  will  show  how  much  each  in- 
dividual differentiates  from  his  fellows.  Take  the 
simple  matter  of  rods.  Everyone  knows  how 
useless  it  is  to  try  to  fit  yourself  to  an  unsuitable 
rod.  It  is  like  trying  to  wear  a  badly-fitting  coat. 
It  does  not  fit,  and  that  is  all  there  is  to  it.  Yet 
that  same  rod  may  have  just  that  little  kick  in  the 
butt  or  the  trifle  of  stiffness  in  the  middle  joint 
or  the  loose  withy  spring  that  will  endear  it  to 
the  heart  of  the  angler's  brother,  a  twin  brother 
at  that. 

"  Then  when  a  rod  is  found  and  the  angler  has 
fitted  himself  to  it,  just  as  a  fellow  fits  himself 
to  his  coat,  and  he  has  learned  to  a  sense  of  instinct 
every  bsnd,  spring,  and  quiver  of  it,  when  it  has 
become  as  a  part  of  his  being,  and  as  thoroughly 
under  the  control  of  the  unconscious  brain  action 
as  any  other  limb  of  his  body,  then  it  is  no  wonder 
that  it  becomes  the  treasure  of  his  heart,  and  its 
loss  is  as  the  loss  of  a  child. 

"  Now,  the  rod  largely  determines  the  choice  of  a 
line  and  leader,  and  the  reel  is  limited  by  the  pat- 
terns of  the  manufacturers  ;  but  in  flies  we  find 
again  a  display  of  wonderful  sympathy  and  per- 
sonality. I  say  personality,  because  no  two  anglers 
can  use  the  same  flies  with  the  same  success,  and 
you  will  find  that  every  experienced  angler  has 
his  favourites  and  aversions  fastened  in  his  nature 
by  seasons  of  trials  and  experience. 

"  There  is  a  correlation  between  certain  flies  and 
certain  anglers  which  is  unexplainable.  Books 
tell  us  that  the  choice  of  the  fly  depends  on  the 
season  of  the  year,  the  state  of  the  water,  on  how  ' 


the  fish  are  feeding,  and  more  of  the  same  sort, 
putting  the  choice  on  the  fish's  fancy,  which  does 
not  exist  in  my  judgment— only  appetite.  No 
writer  that  I  know  of  has  grasped  the  idea  that 
the  flies  to  use  are  the  ones  with  which  the  in- 
dividual man  can  catch  fish  ;  and  that,  because 
certain  flies  do  well  for  him,  is  no  reason  that 
another  angler  can  equal  his  catch  with  the  same 
flies.  What  an  angler  wants  to  learn  first  on  a 
new  water  is  what  flies  suit  him  best  and  then 
stick  to  them. 

"  Now.  take  these  Brodhead  waters  and  the 
hundreds  of  little  creeks  running  into  the  Delaware. 
I  suppose  they  have  been  fly-fished  for  a  hundred 
years  or  more  ;  yet  at  the  end  of  all  that  time  we 
are  as  undecided  as  ever  as  to  what  is  the  ne  plus 
ultra  fly  for  these  waters.  Ask  six  different  anglers, 
not  novices,  but  good,  experienced,  educated 
fishermen,  and  you  will  get  six  different  answers  ; 
or  if  any  two  give  the  same  name,  examine  their 
flies,  and  you  will  find  a  decided  difference'  in 
patterns.  Yet  these  men  all  get  good  baskets  at 
the  same  times  and  in  the  same  waters. 

"  Take  old  Stoneman,  for  instance  ;  everybody 
knows  that  Stoneman  has  been  one  of  the  best 
men  on  these  waters  for  years.  Stoneman  swears 
by  a  Professor  and  a  Red  Hackle,  not  a  worm, 
but  a  real  scarlet  hackle  ;  and,  what  is  more, 
he  uses  those  two  bright  and  gaudy  flies  tied 
on  hooks  big  enough  for  small  bass.  They  catch 
fish  for  him,  and  the  man  who  brings  in  a  heavier 
basket  than  old  Stoneman  is  fishing  well.  Look 
at  Stoneman's  fly-book,  and  you  will  find  hardly  a 
fly  beside  those  two  patterns,  and  hardly  a  hook 
smaller  than  No.  8.  Now  I  am  partial  to  a 
Professor  myself,  but  on  nothing  larger  than  a 
twelve  ;  and  ten  is  the  largest  I  want  any  fly  on 
these  waters.  There  is  not  another  angler  here  that 
can  use  Stoneman's  flies  and  get  a  fair  mess  ;  yet 
the  old  man  catches  as  many  as  anyone.  Why  ? 
I  do  not  know.  Neither  do  I  know  why  I  think 
of  a  man  just  before  I  turn  the  corner  and  run  into 
him  ;  or  why  when  Joe  said  last  evening,  '  I  wonder 
what  luck  Ben  is  having  in  Newfoundland,'  I  said, 
'  Why  I  was  just  thinking  of  Ben  ' — and  I  was,  too. 
You  may  call  it  mental  telepathy  or  any  old  thing, 
but  you  cannot  explain  it.  So  is  this  curious  sym- 
pathy between  certain  men  and  certain  flies  one 
of  those  delightful  little  mysteries  which  add  to  the 
charm  and  fascination  of  fly-fishing. 

"  Take  Jolin  Anderson  :  John  catches  as  many 
fish  as  any  of  us,  and  on  the  same  days,  too.  John 
cannot  be  persuaded  to  use  a  really  bright  fly. 
The  old  Brown  Hackle  is  John's  great  standby, 
and  you  will  generally  find  a  Black  Gnat  or  a  Dark 
Coachman  also  on  his  cast.  The  Cowdung  and 
Hare's  Ear  are  also  favourites  of  John's.  Fish  with 
John  on  a  dark  day  and  say  :  '  John,  for  heaven's 
sake,  brighten  up  your  cast  a  little  ;  try  a  Red  Ibis 
or  a  Light  Montreal. '  J ohn  will  chew  his  pipe  down 
to  the  corner  of  his  mouth  and  drawl :  '  W-e-11, 
let's  see  what  these  fat,  juicy-looking.  Dusky  Bugs 
will  do  first.'  And  they  do  well  all  right  for  John. 
But  if  you  tried  your  luck  with  such  a  cast,  you 
would  have  a  mighty  light  basket.  Now,  my 
favourites  are  the  Quaker,  Grizzly  King,  Yellow 
Sally,  Small  Professor,  and  Coachman.  I  do  not 
confine  myself  to  that  list  entirely,  but  those  are 
my  sheet  anchors. 

"  Of  course,  there  is  some  choice  to  be  left  to 
the  fish,  and  some  flies  seem  to  be '  better  than 
others  in  certain  waters  ;  yet  some  men  seem  to 
catch  fish  anywhere  with  the  same  old  favourites. 
So  when  you  go  to  a  new  water,  it  is  a  good  idea 
to  give  your  particular  fancies  a  trial,  even  if 
against  all  expert  opinion  ;  only  do  not  be  bull- 
headed  about  it.  The  flies  that  others  condemn 
may  have  just  that  sympathetic  correlation  to  your 
personality  which  will  make  them  killers  for  you. 
.Again,  they  may  not.    Such  is  fly-fishing. 

"  When  I  took  my  trip  to  the  Aroostook  region 
two  years  ago,  an  experienced  friend  I  consulted 
advised  plenty  of  red  flies.  Light  and  Dark  Montreal, 
Red  Ibis,  Fire  Fly,  Red  Hackle,  King  of  the  Waters, 
Grizzly  King  with  Ibis  tail  and  shoulders,  and  the 
like.  I  was  solemnly  warned  against  yellow  as  a 
failure,  and  advised  to  leave  all  my  Professors, 
Yellow  Sallies,  and  dull-coloured  flies  at  home, 
which  I  did  not  do.  Well,  the  third  night  out  we 
camped  on  a  portage  beside  a  real  old  Pocono  trout 
brook — clear,  swift  water,  broken  rocks,  and  little 
cascades,  and  all  the  rest  of  it  ;  and  the  guide 
suggested  that  we  catch  a  few  small  ones  for  supper. 
So  I  rigged  out  a  favourite  old  Brodhead  cast, 
Quaker  on  the  stretcher.  Professor  as  first  dropper. 


and  Yellow  Sally  above.  The  guide  looked  at  it 
pretty  hard,  but  said  nothing,  and  the  other  fellow 
asked  me  if  I  thought  Maine  trout  were  as  crazy 
for  the  Yellows  as  New  York  suckers.  His  cast 
was  an  Ibis,  a  dark  Montreal,  and  a  King  of  the 
Waters.  I  told  him  that  I  was  fishing  for  trout, 
not  bullfrogs.  I  dropped  my  leader  just  on  the 
edge  of  the  roil  where  a  httle  cascade  fell  into  a  big 
pool,  and  on  the  second  cast  a  gamy  ^-pounder  took 
the  Professor  Hke  a  bulldog. 

"  We  fished  about  twenty  minutes,  and  I  took 
seven  nice  fish  to  the  other  man's  three— four  on 
the  Professor,  two  on  the  Quaker,  and  one  on  the 
Yellow  Sally.  The  guide  said  that  they  took  the 
Professor  on  account  of  his  red  tail,  but  could 
not  explain  why  they  did  not  fairly  swarm  for  the 
array  of  red  on  the  other  man's  cast. 

"  I  experimented  a  good  deal  during  that  three 
weeks'  trip,  and  developed  quite  a  fancy  for  the 
Dark  Montreal  with  a  ruffed  grouse  wing  ;  but  I 
could  not  see  but  that  my  yellow  and  dull-coloured 
flies,  such  as  we  use  here,  could  not  get  as  many  fish 
as  the  lobster- back  varieties.  They  did  for  me 
at  any  rate  ;  and  yet  the  other  man  had  his  best 
luck  with  the  bass-tied  Grizzly  King  and  the  Light 
Montreal.  The  guide  said  that  the  fish  were  on 
the  feed,  and  would  take  anything  from  a  Turkey 
Buzzard  to  a  Tumble  Bug  ;  but  nevertheless  my 
flies  were  killers  for  me. 

"  I  notice  that  as  a  fisherman  gets  older  he  con- 
tracts his  Hst  of  flies,  just  as  he  contracts  his  enter- 
prises and  pursuits.  He  tends  to  cast  aside  the 
less  fancied  patterns  and  sticks  more  closely  to  his 
favourites.  He  has  learned  the  fallacy  of  changing 
his  cast  for  every  trick  and  change  of  the  weather  ; 
but  he  has  also  learned  what  patterns  suit  his  per- 
sonality best,  and  knows  that  he  can  do  better  with 
them  than  with  any  others,  however  good  others 
ma,y  be  for  other  men.  It  is  the  novice  who  lugs 
around  the  thousand  and  one  flies,  and  changes 
casts  every  ten  minutes.  And  yet  there  is  little 
else  for  him  to  do.  He  must  find  his  bearings  by 
experience  and  hard  labour,  as  the  rest  of  us  have. 
Yet  the  sooner  he  does  find  what  seem  to  be  his 
own  natural  patterns,  the  sooner  he  will  find  his 
true  pleasure  in  fly-fishing,  and  bscome  content  with 
the  sport  which  falls  to  his  share.  I  never  interfere 
when  I  see  the  boy  with  the  new  rod  and  the  big 
fly-book  start  on  his  tribulations.  I  have  been 
there.  Godspeed  the  young  fisherman.  They 
have  a  life  before  them  worth  living,  and  an  old- 
timer  like  me  can  do  no  better  than  wish  them  as 
much  pleasure  as  I  have  had  and  hope  to  have 
before  I  go  to  join  old  father  Izaak." — C.  H.  C, 
in  New  York  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


DOCTOKS  AND  BEVEEAGES. 

When  doctors  differ  patients  please  themselves. 
Sir  Victor  Horsley  has  been  indicting  alcohol,  but 
he  is  in  a  decided  minority  of  the  medical  profession. 
The  general  practitioner  everywhere,  and  many  an 
eminent  siJecialist,  are  constantly  recommending 
the  moderate  use  of  good  clarets  and  well-matured 
whiskies,  specially  when  the  bihous  oiliness  of  malt 
spirits  is  rendered  more  wholesome  by  blending  with 
old  grain  whisky.  It  was  not  long  ago  that  the 
Lancet  had  six  or  eight  sohd  pages  in  praise  of  the 
wines  of  Bordeaux.— London  Opinion. 


THE  SMELT,  SAND-SMELT, 
AND  COD. 

(Osmerus  eperlanus.)    (Atherina  presiyter.) 

[Fbom    the    ebvised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
flshbbman,"  by  the  late  j.  c.  wilcoces.] 

{Continued  from  page  141.) 

The  smelt,  so  called  from  the  odour  which  it  gives 
out  when  fresh  caught,  is  a  silvery  transparent  little 
fish  from  six  to  nine  inches  in  length,  and  of  a  very 
delicate  flavour,  abounding  in  many  of  the  harbours 
on  the  eastern  and  western  coasts,  but  rarely  seen 
on  the  southern,  where  its  place  is  supplied  by  the 
atherine  or  sand-smelt,  known  under  the  name  of 
the  rosselet  in  the  Channel  Islands,  which,  although 
a  sweet-eating  little  fish,  is  not  equal  to  the  real 
smelt  in  quality.  Some  anglers  use  a  floated  line, 
but  the  paternoster  is  the  most  killing,  both  for 
this  and  mullet  fishing,  the  hooks  a  size  smaller, 
say,  No.  9  or  10,  Limerick  make,  and  the  bait 


September  8,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


179 


a  piece  of  ragworm  half  an  inch  in  length,  or 
n  piece  of  shrimp  the  size  of  a  pea,  or  a  small 
piece  of  fresh  mussel ;  the  hook  need  only  be 
stuck  through  the  bait  with  the  point  showing, 
which  does  not  prevent  these  fish  biting.  Both 
smelt  and  atherine  will  take  a  bait  cut  from  their 
own  brethren  or  any  small  bit  of  brightly  shining 
fish  ;  but  no  bait  is  more  killing  than  a  bit  of  rag- 
worm,  and  your  hooks  become  unbaited  when  using 
it  less  than  with  any  other,  a  matter  of  no  small 
moment  in  fast  fishing.  The  gut-line  should  be  not 
less  than  six  feet  in  length,  and  of  stout  salmon  or 
ordinary  double  gut,  with  five  or  six  hooks  on  it. 
and  a  small  dip-lead  at  the  bottom  about  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce  in  weight,  or  heavier  if  there  be  any 
current  to  require  it  ;  the 
rod  light,  stiff,  and  about 
fourteen  feet  in  length  ;  the 
line  the  same  length  as  the 
rod.  Smelts  are  to  be 
sought  for  where  any 
drain,  sewer,  or  stream  of 
fresh  water  enters  a  har- 
bour, at  the  gates  of  a  tide- 
mill,  or  in  rocky  coves 
within  any  sheltered  bay 
on  the  coast  they  frequent. 
Both  smelts  and  atherine 
bite  so  gently  that  fre- 
quently you  can  scarcely 
perceive  it,  therefore  you 
must  not  wait  until  you 
feel  a  bite,  but  every  four 
or  five  seconds  strike 
smartly  but  gently,  and 
raise  your  rod,  for  by  acting 
iir  this  manner  you  will 
catch  two  to  one  to  those 
who  wait  to  feel  the  fish 
before  they  strike. 

Be  very  particular  that 
your  hooks  are  sharp,  or 
you  will  lose  as  many  as 
you  catch,  and  in  fitting 
out  your  line  take  care 
that  the  gut  to  which  your 
hooks  are  tied  be  not  long 
enough  to  reach  each  other, 
or  they  will  frequently 
foul ;  these  pieces  of  gut 
should  not  be  more  than 
five  inches  in  length  each, 
and  if  you  place  them  a 
little  more  than  ten  inches 
apart  they  will  then  keep 
clear. 

In  the  illustration  of  the 
paternoster  (Fig.  1)  the 
loops  of  the  hook-links  are 
shown  untightened,  that 
the  method  of  attaching 
them  may  be  more  evident. 
The  knots  made  in  joining 
the  gut  will,  if  it  be  short, 
be  found  at  convenient 
distances  for  looping  on  the  hooks,  but  if  long,  extta 
knots  must  be  made,  or  split  shot  placed  on  the  line  at 
necessary  intervals.  Both  smelts  and  sand-smelts 
may  be  taken  from  a  boat  if  there  is  no  convenient 
place  to  fish  from  shore,  either  with  the  rod  or  with 
lines  fitted  out  after  the  same  form  as  whiting  line, 
the  leads  from  two  to  four  ounces  in  weight,  accord- 
ing to  the  strength  of  tide.  Although  so  small, 
they  aliord  good  sport,  as  they  take  a  bait  very 
fast,  and  it  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  basket 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  dozen  under  favourable 
circumstances.  The  real  smelt  are  said  to  thrive 
in  fresh  water  as  well,  and  in  the  harbours  of  South 
America — namely,  at  Buenos  Ayres,  the  Strait  of 
Magellan,  etc. — are  taken  as  much  as  twenty  inches 
in  length.  I  am  here  to  be  understood  as  speaking 
of  the  real  smelt,  which  on  those  coasts  weighs 
sometimes  nearly  31b.,  and  not  of  the  atherine  or 
sand-smelt.  The  principal  difEerence  between  the 
smelt  proper  and  the  sand-smelt  is  that  the  former 
has  the  second  dorsal  fin  rayless  and  fleshy,  in  this 
respect  similar  to  that  of  the  salmon,  whilst  the 
sand-smelt  has  several  rays  in  that  fin,  and  the  eye 
is  smaller  and  the  mouth  opens  more  vertically 
than  that  of  the  real  smelt ;  in  addition  to  this,  the 
back  is  much  more  straight.  Large  numbers  of 
both  kinds  are  taken  by  seine  or  draught  nets,  and 
alsojby  dip-nets  laced  on  iron  hoops,  from  four  to 
twelve  feet  in  diameter,  which  are  lowered  from 
quays  or  wharves  by  a  crane  or  derrick,  which  is 


Fig.  1.  Patbbnoster. 


sometimes  rigged  out  from  a  boat  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Pieces  of  fish  may  be  fastened  in  the  net  as  bait, 
or  green  crabs  and  chalk  or  oyster-shells  may  be 
pounded  up  and  mixed  together,  and  then  thrown 
in  over  the  net  to  attract  the  fi.sh.  Other  fish  may 
be  occasionally  taken  by  this  method,  such  as 
mullet,  eels,  or  flounders,  and  particularly  with 
pilchard  offal,  of  which  all  sea  and  estuary  fish  appear 
remarkably  fond  In  addition  to  seine  or  dip-nets, 
atherine  or  sand-smelts  are  caught  in  large  numbers 
by  meshing-nets  forty  to  fifty  fathoms  long,  eight 
feet  deep,  and  one-inch  mesh,  corked  on  the  head 
and  leaded  on  the  foot  ;  these  nets  are  shot  across 
the  entrance  of  small  coves  ;  a  portion  of  a  harbour, 
or  a  semicircular  space  may  be  enclosed  where  any 
small  stream  of  water  falls  into  the  sea.  The  net  is 
not  to  be  hauled  as  a  seine,  but  the  boat  being  pulled 
to  and  fro  within  the  enclosure  twice  or  tlirice,  a 
second  man  at  the  stern  splashes  with  another  oar, 
and  thus  causes  the  frightened  fish  to  mesh  them- 
selves. The  net  should  be  made  of  fine  thread — ■ 
No.  25  Shrewsbury  is  the  favourite  with  the  fisher- 
men in  Guernsey.  So  fine  is  the  thread,  that  a  bag 
three  feet  long  and  fourteen  inches  diameter  will 
contain  the  net.  Thousands  of  sardine-sized  pil- 
chards are  also  taken  with  it.  It  is  a  pity  this 
method  of  fishing  is  not  known  and  practised  on 
the  Devon  and  Cornish  or  other  coasts,  as  much 
money  might  be  earned  by  it  by  taking  sand-smelts 
for  sale.  They  are  good  baits  for  trots  or  long  lines, 
for  turbot,  rays,  or  conger.  Whilst  smelt  fishing  I 
have  sometimes  taken  a  herring  or  two  with  rod 
and  line.  The  real  smelt  is  now  chiefly  supplied 
from  Holland. 

The  atherine  or  sand-smelt  feeds  well  after  sunset, 
and  may  in  most  harbours  of  the  English  Channel 
be  taken  from  piers  and  quays  or  landing-steps 
under  a  lamp,  wnich  it  is  believed  attracts  tliem  to 
the  spot,  particularly  on  the  flowing  tide.  At  the 
mouth  of  a  drain  or  stream  which  is  below  the  level 
of  the  high  water  I  have  been  most  successful  when 
the  current  has  commenced  to  show  itself  after  the 
tide  has  ebbed  a  little  and  at  sj)ring  tides  ;  but 
where  a  perceptible  in-pouring  of  water  exists  from 
a  higher  level,  you  may  take  them  well  at  neap- 
tides  in  any  depth  above  three  feet.  My  best 
fishing  has  been  from  October  to  the  end  of  March. 
In  the  Scilly  Isles  the  sand-smelt  often  exceeds 
eight  inches  in  length. 

The  Cod  {Slorrlma  vulgaris). 

The  codfish  is  so  well  known  as  hardly  to  need 
description,  and  although  it  does  not  come  within 
the  reach  of  amateur  hshermen  as  often  as  other 
kinds,  yet  from  its  importance  in  a  national  point 
of  view,  and  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in 
vessels  and  gear  employed  in  its  cajjture,  it  must 
not  be  passed  over  unnoticed.  Cod  are  caught  in 
the  seas  all  round  Great  Britain,  but  more  par- 
ticularly in  the  North  Sea,  where  very  large  boats 
and  decked  vessels  are  employed,  as  this  fishery  is 
frequently  followed  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
land.  Numbers  of  the  North  Sea  smacks  are  fitted 
with  wells,  by  aid  of  which  the  cod  are  brought  into 
port  alive.  Grimsby  is  now  the  chief  station.  The 
same  kind  of  tackle  as  that  used  for  silver  whiting 
is  adapted  for  this  fishing,  but  the  hooks  and  snoods 
are  much  larger  and  stronger,  and  only  two  on  each 
line,  the  hooks  not  less  than  an  inch  and  three- 
quarters  to  two  inches  from  point  to  shank,  and 
the  snood  strong  fishing  line  served  round  with  wire 
as  for  bass,  or  green  hemp  as  for  conger,  or  else 
extra  stout.  Size  of  line,  ISio.  2. 

They  are  termed  codling  or  Tom  Cod  when  under 
41b.  Cod  of  all  sizes  are  more  numerous  in  the 
English  Channel  eastward  than  westward  of  Port- 
land, and  continue  to  increase  in  quantity  as  the 
North  Sea  is  approached.  They  are  taken  on 
ground  hand-lines  generally  baited  with  lugs,  some- 
times with  mussels,  and  more  rarely  ^vith  the  soft 
harbour  crab.  The  smaller  fish  enter  all  the 
harbours  alongshore  in  varying  quantity,  and  can 
be  taken  from  shore  without  a  boat  by  angling  with 
rod  and  line. 

The  best  baits  are  soft  crab,  mussel,  fresh  squid  or 
cuttle-fish,  fresh  mackerel,  or  herrings,  or  pilchard, 
and  in  fact  when  the  fish  are  plentiful  any  kind  of 
fresh  fish  ;  the  method  of  fishing  as  for  sUver 
whiting  at  anchor. 

The  sand-eel  or  launce  is  also  an  excellent  bait, 
and  much  used  in  the  Newfoundland  Fishery. 
Whelks  are  also  employed,  and  form  the 
chief  bait  of  the  cod  smacks.  lu, 

The  North  Sea  smacks  catch  a  great  quantity 


of  fish  drifting,  laid  to.  Tlie  vessels  belonging  to 
the  North  Sea  Fishing  Station  of  Lerwick,  in 
Shetland,  when  they  leave  for  the  fishing  grounds  in 
April,  are  each  provided  with  a  square  sail  con- 
taining about  one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of 
canvas,  which  when  fishing  is  attached  to  warps 
and  put  overboard  to  act  as  a  drag  and  check 
driftage. 

This,  of  course,  it  does  not  entirely  effect,  but 
neverthelci^s  checks  the  drift  of  the  ves.sel  very 
considerably,  so  that  she  does  not  travel  over  the 
ground  nearly  as  fast  as  would  otherwise  be  thi> 
case  by  the  action  of  the  wind  or  tide  on  her  hull 
and  rigging.  The  fishing  vessels  return  towards  tho 
end  of  August 

(To  he  continued.) 


VOICE'S  PATENT  GAFF  HOOK 
FOE  LANDING  FISH. 


Mr.  N.  Voice,  of  19,  North-street,  Hor.sham, 
Sussex,  writes  to  me  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  heard  my  late  father, 
Mr.  N.  Voice,  of  Horley  and  Crawley,  speak  of  you 
as  an  angler  :  I  have  no  doubt  you  remember  him. 

"  I  have  recently  patented  a  new  gaff  hook, 
which  I  am  pleased  to  say  is  taking  well  and 
appreciated  by  all  who  have  had  the  occasion  to 
use  it. 

"  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  one 
for  your  inspection  and  trial,  which  I  trust  you 
will  accept.  They  are  made  in  all  sizes,  as  you 
will  see  by  enclosed  circular,  and  also  in  Kendal 
shape  and  straight  turn.  The  one  enclosed  is  a 
No.  3  Kendal,  plated." 

The  illustrations  explain  Mr.  Voice's  patent  gaff 
so  clearly  that  all  I  need  do  is  to  refer  readers  to 
them,  and  to  the  directions.  I  should  think  that 
it  would  often  prove  very  useful  in  sea-fishing 
from  piers  and  rocks.  R.  B.  M. 


Directioks  for  Use. 

"  Place  the  plug  of  hook  loosely 
in  either  of  the  ferrules  of  a  fishing 
rod  (according  to  length  required), 
and  carry  cord  to  bottom  of  same, 
twist  once  around  first  finger  of 
right  hand,  grasping  the  rod  with 
the  same  hand,  place  hook  under 
fish,  and  with  a  sharp  pull  (keeping  cord  tight)  gaff 
your  fish,  cast  rod  aside,  and  haul  in  by  the  cord  ; 
by  this  means  a  fish  can  bo  gaffed  at  a  distance 
from  three  to  twenty  feet." 


180 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


September  8,  1906 


KEFOKM  CALLED  FOE  IN 
TEEATMENT  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA 
EIVEES. 

The  folloM-ing  copj'  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in 
the  Halifax  (Nova  Scotia)  Herald  of  August  9 
should  be  read  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  It  is  very  short-sighted 
policy  on  the  part  of  those  in  power  to  permit  the 
inland  fisheries  to  be  damaged  and  destroyed, 
for  to  possess  good  salmon  rivers  is  one  of  the 
greatest  attractions  any  country  can  have. 

The  rivers  of  Nova  Scotia,  under  better  conditions, 
would  abound  in  salmon  and  trout,  and  would 
attract  anglers  from  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 

I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  statements  made  by 
"  Disgusted "  are  quite  within  the  mark.  He 
says  :—  R.  B.  M. 

"To  the  Editor  of  the  Herald. 
"  Sir, — In  spite  of  tons  of  slabs,  sawdust  and 
shavings  persistently  dumped  into  the  river  at  and 
above  jNIilton  Bridge,  both  salmon  and  grilse  still 
return  in  yearly  diminishing  numbers.  Since  the 
repairs  to  the  lower  dam  effected  last  summer, 
perhaps  two  dozen  fish  have  succeeded  in  passing 
this,  the  first  of  the  three  barriers  to  the  distant 
lakes,  but  so  far  only  one  has  been  caught  above 
the  second  dam. 

"  On  the  advent  of  the  now  scarce  gaspereaux, 
the  annual  dipping  almost  under  the  dam,  as  here 
permitted,  commenced,  ^\^th  the  result  that  many 
salmon  and  grilse  were  daily  taken  by  a  howling 
mob  of  whites  and  Indians.  The  former,  dis- 
satisfied with  the  return,  almost  immediately 
began  night  dipping  in.  earnest.  Recently  some 
miscreants  amused  themselves  more  openly  by 
'  snatching  '  or  jigging  the  inert  fish  lying  in 
shallow  clear  water,  with  the  result  that  two  out  of 
every  three  get  away  lacerated,  to  be  finished  by 
eels,  from  which  there  is  no  escape.  The  fish 
cannot  look  to  any  society  to  secure  them  just  the 
ghost  of  a  chance. 

"  Early  in  the  season  the  attention  of  the  local 
warden  was  repeatedly  verbally  called  to  the 
destruction  that  was  going  on,  and  not  satisfied 
\vii\\  his  excuses  for  allowing  matters  to  slide,  a 
\mtten  complaint  to  the  Liverpool  guardian  was 
made. 

"  This  official  later  appeared  on  the  bridge 
carrying  a  dip  net,  which  he  had  discovered  on 
private  property  only  two  days  after  the  perfectly 
legal  gaspereaux  season  was  over.  With  this 
questionably  legal  exhibition  of  authority,  and 
superintending  the  temporary  clearing  of  a  couple 
of  dams,  he  has  been  content,  since  no  further 
action  has  followed. 

"  Realising  some  of  the  obstacles  the  officials 
might  meet  in  suppressing  this  small  but  bold 
poaching  gang,  countenanced  as  they  are  by  the 
mill-o-wners,  themselves  at  fault  for  practically 
blocking  the  fishways,  as  well  as  with  rubbish 
defiling  the  stream,  it  appeared  possible  to  influence 
these  latter  to  protect  their  premises  and  the  river 
by  prohibiting  by  notice  any  loiterers  on  the  bridge 
and  adjacent  niillsheds.  Unhapjiily,  neither  the 
mill-owners  nor  the  magistrate  would  see  it  in  this 
light.  Had  this  action  been  taken  it  would  have 
been  a  death-blow  to  the  '  industry,'  for  without 
watchers  to  signal  by  sign  the  approach  of  danger, 
poaching  could  be  neither  so  profitable  nor  enjoy- 
able, as  it  must  be,  judging  from  the  persistence  of 
its  votaries.  ' 

"  The  wheels  witliin  wheels  of  Nova  Scotia  village 
life  prevented  this  suggestion  being  followed,  and 
the  rascals  enjoy  quite  uninterrupted  hcense.  In 
such  communities,  with  nearly  everyone  related  to 
his  neighbour,  the  finding  impartial  guardians  must 
be  a  troublesome  question.  Somehow  almost  in- 
variably the  least  promising  candidates  are  selected. 
Fish  wardens  are  chosen  ,with  any  quahfications 
but  those  hkely  to  command  respect  for  their  office 
What  measure  of  protection  can  fish  or  pubhc 
expect  from  the  appointment  of  watchmakers,  con- 
fectioners, or  mechanics  to  this  office  ?  Such  must 
almost  of  necessity  mean  a  criminal  waste  of  pubhc 
funds. 

"  The  hotel  here,  which  used  to  be  well  filled,  is 
now  empty  for  weeks  at  a  time,  for  fishermen  vdW 
not  come  where  they  find  it  well-nigh  impossible  to 
get  a  bag  of  trout,  let  alone  salmon  or  grilse  ;  this, 
too,  where  the  very  commonest  exercise  of  authority 
would  ensure  at  least  a  modicum  of  fair  fishing. 


"  Two  independent  families  desired  to  come  out. 
possibly  to  settle.  Milton  in  some  respects  would 
liave  admirably  suited  them,  but  so  soon  as  they 
heard  how  things  wore  worked  they  cried  off  and 
have  gone  elsewliere. 

Obviously,  under  such  hopsless  conditions, 
it  is  abnird  to  stay  looking  for  sport,  and  my  only 
object  in  now  penning  these  lines  is  to  show  things 
as  they  are,  and  as  any  honest  man  here  will  admit 
tliey  are.  "  Disgusted. 

"  Milton,  Aug.  7." 


A  BIG  EEL/ 

On  one  of  my  visits  to  relatives  at  Exmouth, 
Devon,  fishing  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  shore 
between  Exmouth  and  Budleigh  Salterton,  baiting 
with  mussels,  we  did  not  have  much  sport.  The 
first  fish  was  what  the  fisherman  called  a  "  wrasse," 
a  handsome  fish  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 
The  next  was  a  "  squid,"  a  curious  animal  with  a 
lot  of  long  sprawling  legs  clinging  to  one's  hands  by 
sucksrs,  a  beak  like  a  parrot,  and  only  one  bone, 
which  was  like  an  Indian's  canoe — thin,  and  as  clear 
as  glass.    As  soon  as  this  animal  was  gaffed  into  the 
boat,  the  fisherman  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  what  a  fine 
bait  for  a  conger  !   I  -wisli  you  would  go  out  on  the 
rocks  whore  my  crab-pots  are ;  I  have  missed 
two  of  them,  and  think  the  steamers  must  have 
picked  them  up  and  carried  them  away.    Will  you 
go  ?  "    "  Well,"  I  said,  "  I  have  no  overcoat  in  case 
of  rain."    He  looked  up  and  around  at  the  sky, 
then  said :   "  I  will  promise  you  that  it  will  not 
rain."    "  All  right,  then,  go  ahead  !  "    The  sail  was 
up  in  a  twink,  and  away  we  skimmed  about  fourteen 
miles  out,  over  the  beautifully  clear  greeny-blue  sea. 
(I  love  the  Devonshire  coast.)  He  sailed  straight  to 
one  of  his  crab-pots.    "  How  on  earth  do  you  know 
how  to  find  these  pots  at  such  a  distance  from  the 
shore  ?  "  I  asked.    He  then  pointed  out  some  land- 
marks, which  he  brought  to  a  triangle  ;   then  I 
could  see  it  was  easy  enough.    He  found  all  his 
crab-pots,  some  with  large  crabs  in  them,  bigger 
than  the  opening  left  in  the  pot  for  them  to  enter  ; 
but  they  managed  to  squeeze  in  somehow.  One 
pot  contained  two  lobsters,  one  alive  and  the 
other  half  eaten   by  the  live  one.     Then  he 
threw  overboard   his  large   chalk-stone   for  an 
anchor.    I  said,  "  Why  don't  you  have  a  proper 
anchor  ?  "    "  Oh,"  he  said  "  that  would  not  do  ; 
they  would  get  caught  on  the  rocks,  and  we  should 
not  get  them  again." 

I  then  saw  the  sense  of  the  chalk-stone  anchor. 
For  the  first  few  hours  we  baited  with  mussels, 
and  as  I  threw  my  line  over  the  boat's  side,  he  said  : 
"  Don't  pull  up  for  one."  We  were  using  two 
hooks  on  our  lines,  one  a  foot  or  two  above  the  other, 
and  fishing  about  ■10ft.  or  50ft.  deep.  I  had  scarcely 
felt  my  lead  touch  the  bottom  before  I  felt  a  tug 
at  the  bait,  a  little  jerk  up  to  hook  liim,  then  directly 
after  another  tug,  then  up  came  my  line  with  a  fish 
on  each  hook.  "  Halloa  !  "  says  I,  "  what  fish  do 
you  call  these  ?  "  "  Oh,  they  are  blinn."  "  Blinn, 
ha  !  I  never  saw  one  before.  Are  they  good 
eating  ?  "  "  Yes,"  says  he,  "  they  are  considered 
excellent  eating.  We  sometimes  make  4d.  each  of 
them."  They  are  not  unlike  a  fresh-water  perch 
without  the  spines. 

Well,  he  on  his  side  and  I  on  mine,  we  we'-e  kept 
well  at  work  pulling  in  these  bhnn  two  at  a  time, 
till  we  had  got  quite  enough  to  fill  a  bushel  basket. 

They  suddenly  chscontinued  biting.  "  Pull  up 
your  line  and  take  this,"  said  my  companion, 
handing  me  an  immense  hook  and  line  baited  with 
a  part  of  my  above-named  squid.  "  The  congers 
are  out  and  have  driven  all  the  blinn  away,"  says 
he.  He  was  right,  for  I  soon  had  a  conger  3ft.  to  4ft. 
long,  and  as  thick  as  an  ordinary  man's  arm.  It 
was  just  beginning  to  get  dusk,  and  the  congers  bit 
hke  mad.  We  soon  exhausted  all  our  squid  as  bait, 
and  had  to  cut  up  our  blinn.  We  must  have  caught 
quite  a  score,  not  varying  much  in  size  till  the  last 
one. 

He  had  begun  winding  up  his  line,  preparing  to 
return,  as  it  was  getting  rather  late.  Just  then  I 
felt  an  unusual  tug,  so  I  said,  "  There's  something 
heavy  on  here  ;  you  had  better  taks  the  line." 
He  had  no  sooner  touched  the  line  before  he  turned 
to  me  with  a  sharp  look,  and  said,  "  Put  your  feet 
over  the  sides  of  the  boat."  I  then  sat  on  the  ex- 
treme stern  with  my  legs  outside.  He,  after 
pulhng  up  a  yard  or  two,  had  to  hold  the  fine  on 
the  edge  of  the  boat  or  gunwale,  and  I  peeping  over 
the  side  to  see  what  was  coming  up.    When  he  had 


got  it  within  a  yard  or  two  of  the  boat  I  could  see 
that  it  was  a  tremendous  conger — the  biggest  eel 
I  ovrt-  saw.  This  fish  was  not  landed  in  a  minute, 
practical  hand  as  ho  was.  After  another  rest  on 
the  edge  of  the  boat  and  another  look  round  to  see 
if  mv  legs  were  outside,  ho  lifted  the  monster  into 
the  boat.  The  next  instant  it  was  up  at  my  face 
with  its  great  mouth  open  making  a  horrid  noise 
with  its  throat,  then  back  to  the  other  end  of  the 
boat  like  a  flash  ;  backwards  and  forwards  he  wont 
with  my  companion  after  him,  springing  from  scat 
to  seat,  and  striking  at  him  with  the  handle  of  his 
gaff-hook,  which  seemed  to  have  but  little  effect 
till  he  struck  it  a  foot  or  so  from  the  end  of  its  tail. 
This  had  the  instantaneous  effect  of  making  him 
turn  on  his  back,  and  gave  a  chance  to  hit  him  on 
the  head.  There  he  lay  as  if  neariy  dead,  which 
gave  us  time  to  breathe.  I  then  ventured  to  put 
my  legs  inside  the  boat  to  closely  examine  him. 

He  was  still  making  that  horrid  gurgling  noise, 
and  as  he  lay  stretched  straight  out  I  could  see 
that  he  was  considerably  longer  than  either  of  us 
were  tall,  and  we  are  no  midgets.  The  girth  of  hira 
was  bigger  than  an  ordinary  man's  thigh.  It  can 
wdl  be  imagined  that  this  took  up  a  lot  of  our 
time.  We  had  to  pull  back,  the  wind  had  died 
away,  so  that  the  sail  was  of  no  use.  We  could  see 
the  gas  lamps  which  had  to  be  our  guide  glittering 
in  the  distance.  I  took  one  oar  and  he  the  other. 
The  tide  was  against  us,  but  we  pulled  like  Britons. 
Being  Saturday  night,  he  wanted  to  get  the  fish  to 
the  market.    This  had  the  effect  of  spurring  us  on. 

We  got  on  a  sandbank,  which  made  him  say 
naughty  words  not  found  in  any  English  dictionary 
that  I  have  ever  seen.  Then  w«  had  miles  to  pull 
back  to  get  round  this  sandbank.  The  darkness 
had  no  doubt  deceived  him  as  to  locality.  It  was 
now  getting  very  late,  and  to  pull  up  that  Ex- 
mouth river  when  the  tide  is  rushing  out  is  no 
child's  play.  We  did  not,  arrive  at  the*  landing- 
place  till  midnight.  The  market  was,  of  course, 
over,  and  most  of  the  people  in  bed.  He  said,  "  You 
are  going  to  London  to-morrow ;  you  had  better  take 
some  of  these  fish.  They  will  be  of  fittle  or  no  use 
to  me  now."  "  No,  thanks,"  I  said.  "  I  would 
rather  not  take  any."  We  shook  hands  and  said 
good-bye,  and  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  the 
poor  but  good-natured  man  since. 

R.  M.  PRESLAND. 


CHINA'S  EMPRESS  AS  A  BIRD 
CHARMER. 

In  her  book,  "With  the  Empress  Dowager," 
Miss  Katherine  Carl  gives  this  pretty  picture  of 
the  strange  power  over  birds  exercised  by  the 
Empress  : 

"  On  one  of  our  promenades  in  the  park  I  saw 
a  curious  instance  of  her  wonderful  personal 
magnetism  and  her  power  over  animals.  A  bird 
liad  escaped  from  its  cage,  and  some  eunuchs  were 
making  efforts  to  catch  it.  wlien  her  Majesty  and 
suite  came  into  that  part  of  the  grounds.  Tlio 
eunuchs  had  found  it  impossible  to  entice  the  bird 
back  into  its  cage  ;  nor  would  it  come  upon  a 
long  stick,  with  a  perch  attached,  whicli  they  held 
up  near  the  tree  where  it  rested.  The  eunuchs 
scattered  at  the  approach  of  her  Majesty,  and  slio 
inquired  why  they  were  there.  The  chief  eimuch 
explained  what  they  were  doing,  and  the  Empress 
Dowager  said,  'I  will  call  it  down.'  I  llioni^ht 
this  was  a  vain  boast,  and  in  my  heart  I  j)itied  lier. 
She  was  so  accustomed  to  liave  tlie  wliole  world 
bow  to  her  that  she  fancied  even  a  bird  in  the 
groimds  would  obey  her  mandate,  and  I  watched 
to  see  how  she  woiild  take  her  defeat.  She  had  a 
long,  wand-like  stick,  whieli  had  been  cut  from  a 
sapling  and  freshly  stripped  of  its  bark.  She  loved 
the  faint  forest  odour  of  those  freshly-cut  sticks, 
and  in  the  spring  often  carried  one  when  she  went 
out.  They  were  long  and  slender,  with  a  crook  at 
the  top.  I  used  to  think  she  looked  like  the 
pictures  of  fairies  when  she  walked  with  these  long 
white  wands.  She  would  use  them  for  pointing 
out  a  flower  she  wished  the  eunuchs  to  gather,  or 
for  tracing  designs  on  the  gravel  when  she  sat 
down.  To-day  she  held  the  wand  she  carried  aloft 
and  made  a  low,  bird-like  sound  with  her  lips, 
never  taking  her  eyes  off  the  bird.  She  liad  tlie 
most  musical  of  voices,  and  its  flute-like  sound 
seemed  like  a  magnet  to  the  bird.  It  fluttered  and 
began  to  descend  from  bough  to  bough  until  it 
lighted  upon  the  crook  of  her  wand,  when  she 
gently  moved  her  other  hand  up  nearer  and  nearer 
until  it  finally  rested  on  her  finger.  I  had  been 
watching  with  breatldess  attention,  and  so  tense 
and  absorbed  had  I  become  that  the  sudden  cessa- 
tion when  the  bird  finally  came  upon  her  finger 
caused  me  a  throb  of  pain. — Forest  and  Stream. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Eejjorfs  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,    ,,   Pntney.  AH^j'^   >>  Richmond. 

45  „  ,,  Hammersmith.  -^""iSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minntes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  tlie  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    Sept.   8    5.  0    5.16 

Sunday,  ,,      0    5.32    5.51 

Monday,        ,,     10    6.11    6.31 

Tuesday,        „     11    6.52    7.17 

Wednesday,   ,,     12    7.47    8.20 

Thursday,       „     13    9.  0      9.44 

Friday,  „     14   10.26    11.  4 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  • — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  exceedingly  low  and  very  little  stream  has 
been  running.  Sport  has  consequently  been  very 
slack.  Nevertheless  there  have  been  exceptions  to 
the  rule,  for  bream  have  been  feeding  well  at 
Shepperton,  and  perch  and  chub  have  been 
caught  at  Mario  w.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  three-day  barbel  competition  did  not  yield 
much  and  anglers  found  the  heat  very  great.  A  few 
barbel  have  been  had  at  Datchet,  but  roach  fishing 
has  not  yielded  much  sport.  The  splash  of  rain  on 
Wednesday  should  lower  the  temperature  of  the 
water  and  do  good,  but  the  stream  has  not  been 
much  affected.  In  many  parts  the  river  .seems  as 
slack  as  a  pond. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).-  The  river  is  still  running  in 
the  same  low  and  stale  condition  as  it  was  a  week 
ago.  Some  good  roach  continue  to  be  catight  during 
the  last  hour  of  fishing,  and  chub  up  to  nearly  41b. 
have  been  taken  on  the  fly.  Mr.  C.  J.  Barnett, 
recently  fishing  on  the  Kenneth,  took  1071b.  of 
chub  and  barbel ;  the  best  chub  was  nearly  4Ib.  ; 
the  best  barbel,  just  on  51b.  The  take,  which  is 
nearly  a  record,  (unattended)  including  a  roach, 
21b.  loz. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).  —  The  river  has  been 
freshened  by  a  heavy  rain,  and  sport  should  im- 
prove. Fish  have  been  feeding  well  some  days,  but 
the  rough  wind  at  times  has  made  fishing  difficult. 
I  had  a  nice  mixed  bag  yesterday  and  to-day  of 
roach  and  dace,  some  good  chub  up  to  21b.  13oz., 
and  barbel  up  to  41b.  7oz.- — P.  Beown. 

Blagdon  Lake.— Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  1 :— On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  H.  F.  V.  Falkner, 
one  trout,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  31b.  2oz.  On 
Aug.  28,  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  31b.  3oz.  On  Aug.  29, 
Captain  Coope  Oates,  one,  21b.  loz.  ;  Mr.  Hughes, 
one,  31b.  14oz.  On  Aug.  31,  Mr.  H.  F.  V.  Falkner, 
two,  31b.  14oz.  and  31b.  12oz.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  H. 
F.  V.  Falkner,  one,  31b.  5oz.  We  have  had  the  worst 
week  of  the  season.  The  heat  has  been  terrible, 
and  the  lake  dead  calm  almost  the  whole  time. — 
Donald  Caer.  ' 

BottishaSQ  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Since  my  last 
report  a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out.  0  wing  to 
the  absence  of  rain,  and  the  low,  clear  condition  of 
the  Cam  consequently,  good  catches  have  been  very 
rare.  In  the  deep  holes  a  few  nice  silver  bream 
have  been  dropped  upon  up  to  21b.  each.  Very  few 
good  roach  at  present ;  the  river  gives  a  good  show  of 
them.  The  autumn  weed-cutting  for  four  miles 
from  the  locks  is  completed  down  stream.  By  this 
week-end  the  numerous  swims,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
wiU  be  in  good  order.  Principal  baits  used,  white 
wheat  and  the  brandling  worm.  Punt  on  the  spot. 
Free  water.  There  is  now  a  good  chance  at  the 
pike. — John  0.  George,  Beeche  Road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  etc. ). — Fishing  this 
river  has  been  depressing  work  lately.  The  sim 
seemed  to  get  hotter  and  the  streams  lower  day  by 
day.  A  few  rises  could  be  seen  occasionally,  as  fish 
must  feed  sometimes,  whatever  the  weather ;  but 
the  only  time  that  success  could  be  had  was  the  few 
minutes  just  before  dark.  Then  the  Coachman  had 
a  chance.  Now  that  some  heavy  rain  has  fallen 
some  improvement  is  certain ;  and  if  it  continues 
we  may  look  for  fair  sport  once  more.  Quill  Gnat 
is  the  fiy  for  daytime. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  weather  has 
been  extremely  hot  this  week,  and  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  rain  threatened  on  Tuesday  evening 
not  sufficient  fell  to  be  of  any  use.  Anglers  have 
been  hoping  in  vain  for  some  time,  and  sport  is  not 
expected  to  improve  until  there  is  a  good  spate. 
Catches  this  week  have  again  been  very  small,  only 
a  few  peal  being  taken. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Taw  and  Torridge 
have  further  decreased  in  volume.     The  weather 
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has  been  much  too  hot  for  rods,  who  have  been  few 
in  the  daytime.  Fair  creels  have  been  had  in  the 
pools  in  the  evenings,  the  trout  being  in  good 
condition.  Some  nice  peal  and  bass  have 
been  had  from  the  large  Lyn  weir.  The  Oke- 
ment  and  Lew  are  low,  and  little  has  been 
done.  Recently  the  Taw  and  Torridge  conser- 
vators refused  the  application  made  by  fishermen 
to  use  a  3-in.  mesh  instead  of  4-in.  when  fishing  for 
coarse  fLsh,  it  being  then  thought  that  it  would  be 
the  means  of  prejudice  towards  salmon  and  peal 
fishing.  However,  in  order  to  test  the  matter  the 
conservators  appointed  a  committee  to  try  a  three 
inch  mesh,  and  their  haul  comprised  between  401b. 
and  501b.  of  bass  and  mullet,  51b.  of  soles  and  over 
51b.  of  coarse  fish.  Not  a  single  salmon  or  peal 
was  netted,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  fishermen's 
application  will  be  reconsidered. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (ISxeter)-. — The  excessive  heat 
has  put  a  stop  to  fishing  generally,  although  some 
eels,  roach,  and  perch  have  been  caught  in  both 
river  and  canal,  while  in  the  latter  some  fine  tench 
have  been  had.  Only  a  few  trout,  but  of  good  size, 
have  been  had  in  the  deep  pools  with  minnow  and 
worm.  Some  excellent  bass  and  mullet  catches  have 
been  made  off  Exmouth  Pier  and  in  boats  off  the 
Warren.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Innes  caught  several  fine 
bass  with  sand-eels,  the  best  fish  going  over  81b., 
while  early  morning,  oft  the  pier,  mullet  have 
been  caught.  Some  fish,  I  regret  to  say,  are  being 
harpooned  at  night  under  the  pier — this,  of  course, 
greatly  spoils  the  legitimate  methods.  Flatfish  are 
being  taken  by  the  numerous  visitors.  At  Kings- 
bridge  Petty  Sessions,  on  Monday,  Samuel  Johnson, 
jun.,  was  fined  £5,  including  costs,  for  trawling  in 
Start  Bay. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  — As  may  be  expected, 
few  anglers  have  been  out  lately,  and  there  is  no 
good  sport  reported  either  from  the  lower  or  upper 
waters.  Wednesday's  rain-has  refreshed  the  river, 
but  it  is  still  very  low  and  clear.  The  bailiffs 
effectively  protected  the  fish  in  the  shallow  water 
when  the  Lea  was  drawn  down  on  Sept.  2  between 
Ware  and  Hardmead  Locks,  but  owing  to  the 
hot  weather  there  was  nearly  a  calamity. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lagg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  -  The  water 
in  this  district  is  very  low  indeed,  and  the  very 
hot  weather  has  been  much  against  angling,  it 
being  uncomfortable  for  anglers  to  be  out,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  the  fish  scarcely  move 
during  the  daytime,  and  sport  has  been  slow.  A 
few  rods  have  been  out,  but  the  fish  taken  have 
been  few,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  freshen  the 
water  up  and  clear  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  is 
getting  foul  from  the  scarcity  of  water.  The  best  time 
for  sport  has  been  in  the  evening,  when  some  fair 
sized  trout  and  greyling  have  been  caught  with  fly. 
With  a  good  flush  of  water  there  would  be  .a,  prospect 
of  sport  being  had.    The  Yewsley  is  IgW. — Gwynne. 

Plsrmcnth. — The  rivers  are  still  very  low,  and 
very  little  has  been  done.  A  marked  fish  from  the 
Duke  of  Bedford's  water  has  been  taken  in  the 
Conservators'  water  of  the  River  Tavy,  and  was 
sent  to  the  office  for  identification.  This  fish  has 
tome  from  the  Tamar.  There  are  some  big  fiish  in 
the  pool  just  below  the  Cottage  at  Virtuous  Lady 
Mine,  but  they  can  only  be  taken  after  dark. 
Fishing  has  to  be  stopped  at  ten  o'clock  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  association. — William  Heabder. 

Bother  (Sussex). — The  big  fish  seem  lying  low 
during  the  hot,  dry  weather,  but  we  generally  con- 
sider September  the  best  fishing  month  in  the  year 
on  the  Rother.  The  small  fry  do  not  seem  to  have 
lost  their  appetites — -in  fact,  at  times  it  is  quite  a 


business  to  throw  them  back  into  the  water.    It  is 
rather  extraordinary  to  find  how  laige  a  bait  they 
can  take. — Tho.vias  Daw.s. 
Sussex    Rivers    and    Chichester    Canal. — 

In  this  district  sport  ha<i  fallen  off  considcratjly. 
Tho  rivers  have  been  low  and  stale,  and  the  mercury 
up  to  90deg.  in  the  shade,  early  morning  and  late 
evening  fishing  alone  being  remunerative.  On 
Tuesday  evening  came  the  welcome  rain,  lasting 
until  the  morning  and  ending  in  a  heavy 
downpour,  which  will  in  some  measure  benefit 
the  rivers  and  agriculturists.  A  few  chub  are 
notified  from  the  upper  water  of  tho  Ouse, 
one  fish  of  31b.  loz,,  roach  up  to  l}lb.,  some 
good  dace  and  a  pike  of  61b.  Roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken  from  the  Cuckmore,  also  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Adur.  From  Chichester  Canal  heapsj  of 
small  fry  have  been  taken — bream  up  to  31b.  .5oz., 
perch  of  over  21b.,  and  some  small  pike. — G.  F. 
Salteb. 

Tema  (Ludlow).  — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  very 
low  indeed  and  is  getting  full  of  weeds.  Tho 
weather  has  been  so  hot  that  angling  in  the  daytime 
has  been  quite  useless,  the  fish  not  moving  at  all. 
The  best  time  for  fishing  has  been  in  tho  evening, 
and  then  sport  has  been  very  quiet.  A  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  Silver  Twist, 
Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  August  Dun,  moths. 
White-winged  Coachman  and  Wicl<ham.  Bottom 
fishers  have  used  worm  and  wasp  grub,  but  sport  is 
slow.  Miimow  fishing  ha  i  accounted  for  a  few  fish, and 
a  pike,  41b.  to  51b.  weight,  was  landed  last  week. 
During  the  evenings  of  this  week  some  good  trout 
from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb.  have  been  landed  with  wasp  grub, 
but  the  fish  are  showing  signs  of  the  want  of  a  flush 
of  water,  they  being  dark  coloured  and  not  in  the 
best  of  condition.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  and  angling  generally 
is  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — All  our  north-country  waters  are  down 
to  fine,  consequently  little  doing.  Commander 
Allgood  killed  four  salmon  in  the  North  Tyne, 
one  scaling  171b.  On  the  higher  reaches  there 
is  little  to  record.  Several  creels  of  trout  have 
been  killed  with  drop  minnow,  in  pools,  and  fly 
has  also  accounted  for  some  good  fish.  ]\Ir.  Foster 
killed  a  nice  salmon  on  the  Ovingham  water  (Tj.ne). 
The  Wansbeok  is  low  and  clear,  some  nice  creels  of 
trout  have  been  ■  killed  with  fly  and  upstream 
worm.  The  Coquet  is  very  fine  again  :  several 
salmon  have  been  grassed  on  the  Acklington 
water.  Mr.  Heppell  killed  two  fine  fish  on  fly; 
a  few  trout  were  also  killed  with  fly  and  drop 
minnow.  Sport  ,on  the  Graham  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Longtown,  has  been  good.  At  present  the  river 
has  run  down,  and  catches  not  so  good.  I  here 
give  you  three  good  herling  flies :  Teal  and  Silver, 
Teal  and  Red,  Blea  Wing,  with  a  touch  of  Jungle 
Cock  on  each  side,  bodies  silver,  legs  furnace  red. — • 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Welsh  Harp  iBendon). — Amongst  general  takes 
120  sizeable  fish  have  fallen  to  tliree  rods,  while 
three  bream,  totalling  7-2-lb.,  have  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Mickleburge.  The  water  promises  well  for  the 
competition  on  the  9th  inst.,  when  two  prizes  of 
fifteen  and  five  shillings  are  offered.  Weigh  in  at 
7  p.m.— H. 

Wye  and  Derweut  (Derbyshire).-  These  rivers 
are  low  and  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  but  the 
excessive  hot  weather  we  have  had  for  the  last  ten 
days  has  prevented  anglers  from  turning  out  until 
evening,  and  then  it  has  been  very  close  and  sultry, 
and  these  have  been  season  ticket  holders,  as  no  one 
would  take  a  ticket  out  for  the  day,  as  it  has  not 
been  fit  to  be  out  in  the  daytime.  Those  gentle- 
men who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  only  taken  a 
brace  or  two,  and  those  have  mostly  been  caught  in 
the  evening.  Similar  reports  are  to  hand  from  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent  (Hithersage  and 
Chatsworth  Fisheries);  also  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  jielding  a  brace  or  two  in  the  evening,  and 
those  who  have  fished  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water  have  succeeded  in 
landing  a  few  nice  fish,  also  at  Whatstandwell  a  few 
fish  have  been  obtained.  The  prospect  is  much 
better,  as  grayling  are  beginning  to  move  and  the 
weather  is  much  cooler.  Useful  flies  are  Ash  Dun, 
Ginger  Quill,  Red  and  Grey  Quills.  Partridge 
Hackle,  Red  Ant,  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorks). — I  was  all  through  the  upper  reaches 
of  Yoredale  di-trict  on  Sunday,  and  saw  that  there 
was  very  litt  e  water  in  the  Yore  between  Aysgarth 
and  Hawes.  \Mth  the  tropical  weather  tliat  lias 
prevailed  up  to  Wednesday  last  has  almost  put  a 
completestop  to  trout  andgraylingfishing.andexcept 
a  little  upstream  worming  next  to  nothing  has 
been  attempted,  either  in  the  higher  reaches  of  this 
river  or  the  Swale.  The  coolest  place  I  have 
found  during  the  heat  wave,  or  ,whate\  er  they  may 
like  to  call  it,  has  been  under  a  large^  sycamore 
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tree  on  the  south  side  of  Middleham  Bridge, 
where  I  have  had  fine  sport  daily  with  the 
dace  and  rudd  ;  the  first  named  fish  are  in  fplendid 
condition  and  show  excellent  sport.  Eels  have 
been  much  in  ex  idente  during  the  last  week.  On 
Sept.  1  J.  Powlett,  of  Norby,  caught  one  at 
Carlton  Minsott  mea;iu-ing  39|in.,  weighing  31b. 
14oz.,  and  girth  7iin.,  a  very  fine  specimen 
imdeed.  Lower  down  I  hear  the  wssp  grub  has 
been  fished  with  success  ;  at  present  there  is  a 
plague  of  wasps,  and  anglers  will  confer  a  boon 
on  fruit  growers,  etc.,  by  taking  as  many  of  their 
nests  as  they  possibly  can.  The  Wharfe  has  run  down 
and  is  very  low  and  clear ;  very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  owing  to  the  excessi\-e  heat  which  has 
prevailed  throughout  the  valley  of  this  river.  Those 
that  have  ventured  out  have  been  mostly  in  the 
evening,  just  at  dusk.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe,  baskets  of  three  to  four  brace  of 
trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly,  best  pat- 
terns being  tha  Brown  Owl  and  Poult  Bloa 
and  August  Dun.  In  the  district  of  Addingham 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  got  with  swimming 
the  wasp  grub.  The  bottom  fishermen  have  done 
fairly  well  in  the  lower  districts  at  Boston  Spa, 
Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf ;  at  the  two  latter  places 
baskets  of  71b.  to  91b.  of  roach  and  dace  being 
got  daily.  Messrs.  T.  Gunnie,  H.  J.  Thomas,  W.  Crab- 
tree,  and  C.  Snowden  have  been  the  most  successful. 
The  Nidd  has  been  low  and  clear  during  the  last 
few  days.  In  the  higher  reaches  the  Nidderdale 
Angling  Club  have  had  their  annual  match.  About 
fifty  members  competed.  Sport  was  fair  amongst 
the  trout.  Mr.  J.  Bentley  proved  the  winner  with 
21b.  lljoz.  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Powell,  21b.  8|oz.  ;  thiid, 
Mr.  E.  Scutchard,  21b.  loz.  The  North  Tavern 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,held  their  annual  outing  atWor- 
mald  Green  on  the  Yore,  Sept.  2.  The  catches  were 
good,  considering  the  tropical  weather;  first  honours 
fell  to  Mr.  J. Gardiner, 41b. 7 Joz.;  second,  Mr  C.  Farrar, 
21b.  8oz.  ;  third,  Mr.  T.,E.  Firth,  1  lb.  15|oz.  Fine 
weather  continues,  and  rain  is  wanted  badly  to 
improve  trout  and  grayling  fishing.  Best  flies  are 
Brown  Owl,  Poult  Bloa,  Cinnamon  and  Willow  Fly, 
Red  Spinner  and  Little  Margaret. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg-ach  Hotel  (Sutherland  . — On  Aug. 

28,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama,  fourteen  trout, 
5Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Reid,  on  Urigill,  twenty-six,  7ilb.  On 
Aug.  29,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  "twenty- 
four,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Carrington,  on  Urigill,  nineteen,  61b.  ; 
Messrs.  Ramsay  and  Schuler,  on  Cama,  seven,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama,  twenty,  81b.  ;  Rev. 
Mr.  Gillam,  on  Urigill,  twenty-five,  91b.  On  Sept.  1, 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama,  five,  4)b.  ;  Capt. 
Reid,  on  Cama,  three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Johnstone,  on 
Urigill,  eighteen,  4Jlb.  On  Sept.  3,  Mr.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Cama,  sixteen,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Holland, 
on  Urigill,  forty-five,  14^1b. ;  Mr.  Scoury,  on  Urigill, 
seventeen,  51b. — John  McDonald. 

Beauly,  Conon,  etc. — The  very  dry  weather  pre- 
vailing greatly  interfered  with  angling  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  upper  reaches,  the  Earl  of 
Portsmouth,  at  Guirachan,  Colonel  Clarke,  at 
Fasnakyle,  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  at  Struy,  Mr. 
Henderson,  at  Braulen,  Mr.  Pulley,  at  Erchless, 
Lord  Fitzhardinge,  at  Eskadale,  and  Miss  Dove  and 
party,  at  Eilean  Aigas,  were  all  successful.  Fishing 
the  Home  Beat  of  the  Castle  waters,  on  Aug.  29, 
Mr.  Van  Haupton,  Beaufort  Castle,  landed  two  nice 
sea-trout  of  31b.  and  2 Jib.,  and  on  the  same  date 
Miss  Paynter,  Balblair  House,  creeled  two  nice 
grilse  of  Clb.  and  51b.  on  the  Falls  Beat.  Several 
creels  of  sea-trout  (heaviest,  101b.,  and  best  trout, 
2Jlb.)  were  had  in  the  tidal  waters.  Conon. — 
Captain  Combe,  Lady  Seymour  Combe,  and  party. 
Strath  Conon,  continue  to  have  fair  sport  on  the 
Lodge  water,  landing  several  salmon  and  grilse 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  Mr.  English  and 
party,  Scatwell,  and  Mr.  John  Stirling  and  party, 
Fairburn,  were  also  successful.  After  Aug.  29  the 
water  was  much  too  low  for  successful  angling. 
Lochs  Rosqtje,  Achanalt,  Lxjichaet,  and  Gaeve. 
—On  Aug.  27  and  28  fair  sport  was  had  on  these 
four  Ross-shire  lochs,  but  owing  to  calm,  hot 
weather  the  results  for  the  rest  ot  the  week  were 
practically  nil.  The  best  basket  on  Rosque  was 
11  lb.,  and  heaviest  fish  1  lb.  On  Achanalt  a  basket 
of  91b.,  with  a  trout  of  31b.,  was  had  on  Aug.  28. 
Anglers  from  Strathpeffer  and  Garve  Hotel  report 
baskets  of  91b.,  91b.,  and  101b.  on  Luichart,  and 
from  61b.  to  91b.  on  Garve.  Monab  and  Moillje. 
— A  basket  of  twenty-three  trout,  scaling  101b.,  was 
had  on  Loch  Monar  on  Aug.  29  (heaviest  trout, 
1  lb.  2oz. ),  while  parties  from  Braulen  Lodge  had 
very  fair  sport  on  Loch  Moillie. — A.  R. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — The  total  catch  on  the  Rodel  Lochs  for 
the  week  ended  Sept.  1  has  been  one  grilse  weighing 
31b.  8oz.,  and  ninety-five  sea-trout  weighing  691b., 
heaviest  51b,   12oz.    At  Finsbay,  the  total  catch 


from  Aug.  20  to  31  was  324  sea-trout,  weighing 
1571b.  12oz.,  heaviest  lib.  12oz.— G.  D.  SiraLiNG. 

t.cchinver  (Cvlag  Hotel). — On  Aug.  27,  Mr. 
Chadwitk.  eleven  trout,  3Jlb.,  one  sea-trout,  lib.  ; 
Mr.  Mercer,  thirteen  trout'  4!b.  ;  Justice  Madden, 
sixteen  trout,  4ilb.  ;  Messrs.  Ellis  and  Brown,  six 
trout,  2*lb.  ;  Mr.  Clease  and  Dr.  McArthy,  sixteen 
trout,  (lib.;  Mr.  McDougall,  one  sea-trout.  L^lb. 
On  July  28,  Dr.  McArthy  and  Mr.  Cleaso,  twenty- 
three  trout.  81b.  ;  Mr.  Bethune,  eight  trout,  24'lb.  ; 
Messrs.  Ellis  and  Brown,  eight  trout,  3|lb.  ;  Mr. 
Chadwick,  one  sea-trout,  jlb.  On  Aug.  29,  Dr. 
Archdall,  one  sahnon,  7|lb.  ;  jMessrs.  Fordham  and 
Mercer  (sea),  seventy  fish  of  sorts;  Mr.  Johnston, 
eleven  trout,  3hlh.  ;  Mr.  Swan,  seven  trout,  3;}lb.  ; 
Mr.  Bethime,  nine  trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  30,  "Mac- 
nab,"  one  grilse,  .'")|lb.  On  Aug.  31,  Messrs.  Brown 
and  Ellis,  twenty-two  trout,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Bethune  (sea), 
fifty-four  fish  of  sorts  ;  Mes-rs.  Johnston  and  Chad- 
wick (sea),  forty-five  fish,  various;  Mr.  Dickinson 
(sea),  eighty  fish,  various;  Mr.  Swan  (sea),  163  fish, 
various  ;  Capt,  Dickin,  Dr.  McArthy,  and  Mr.  Clease, 
thirteen  trout,  (lb.  On  Sept.  1,  Messis.  Johnston 
and  Chadwick  (sea),  110  fish,  various;  Dr.  McArthy 
and  Mr.  Clease  (sea),  120  fish,  various ;  Mr.  Dickin- 
son (sea),  eightj'-four  fish,  various. — .1.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinrosp).— The  following  were  the 
catches  made  on  the  Friday  of  last  week,  which  was 
the  last  day  the  loch  was  open  to  the  public  for  the 
season.  The  Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  competed,  when 
twelve  members  captured  one  himdred  and  one  trout 
(761b.  ISoz.).  The  first  prize  was  gained  by  Mr.  J. 
Bulloch  with  seventeen  trout,  which  weighed  121b. ; 
second,  Mr.  Matthew,  ten  trout,  91b.  12oz.  ;  third,  Mr. 
J .  Deans,  ten  trout,  91b.  8oz.  Private  parties  :  Mr. 
Miller  and  friends,  Edinburgh,  thirty-three  trout, 
211b.;  Mr.  T.  Lawson  and  son,  Glasgow,  twenty 
trout,  121b.  ;  Revs.  Father  Shaw  and  McCabe,  Glas- 
gow, twenty-five  trout,  151b.;  Major  Balmain, 
fifteen  trout,  9lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carsewell,  Glasgow, 
twelve  trout,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Rutherford,  Blaira.dam, 
eighteen  trout,  151b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Glasgow,  twenty-four  trout,  201b.  ;  Mr. 
T.  W.  Scott,  Dundee,  twenty  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Cleg- 
horn  and  Mr.  Black,  Dundee,  forty-six  trout,  26lb.  ; 
Master  Groome,  sixteen  trout,  1 1  lb.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  D. 
Mclntyre,  jun.,  fourteen  trout,  lUb.  ;  BIr.  Rorgh, 
Broxburn,  and  Mr.  Tillie  Heriot,  ten  trout,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Ward,  nine  trout,  41b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Hunter,  Perth, 
in  the  evening,  six  trout,  51b. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland.  —  Dee.  —  The  rivers  all 
round  are  too  small  and  clear  for  good  sport.  On 
the  Mar  Lodge  water,  H.R.H.  the  Princess  Royal  is 
getting  two  and  three  fish  daily,  mostly  to  the  fly. 
On  the  Invereauld  (private)  waters,  Capt.  Beitty's 
party  are  pulling  out  an  occasional  fish,  while  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  Sir  Dighton  Probyn,  Colonel  Cust, 
and  others  of  the  King's  party  are  doing  the  same 
on  the  Balmoral  waters.  On  the  Ab05me,  Kin- 
cardine, and  Banchory  reaches  an  occasional  red 
fish  is  being  got  to  the  prawn,  but  on  the  reaches 
nearer  the  sea  a  good  few  fresh  fish  have  run  up. 
On  the  Park  water,  on  Aug.  30,  M.  Riviere  creeled 
a  beauty  of  191b.  fresh  from  the  sea.  On  the  King- 
caussie  water,  as  also  on  the  Blairs,  good  finnock 
fishing  is  being  had.  Professor  Cash  and  Mr. 
Fortoscue  are  again  to  divide  this  water  for  the 
autumn,  which  has  yielded  them  100  fish  for  the 
season  up  to  date.  On  the  Hydro  Dr.  Stewart's 
guests  are  beginning  to  feel  the  autumnal  finnock 
run,  and  fair  baskets  are  being  made.  Don. — The 
nets  being  off,  the  fish  would  run  were  there  water 
sufficient  to  let  them  up,  but  till  then  the  autumn 
angling  will  be  in  abeyance  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned.  The  Messrs.  Pirie  are  laying  down  an 
electric  installation  so  as  to  save  the  water  for  the 
river  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  House 
of  Lords.  Some  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are 
being  made  on  the  Pitmedden,  Parkhill,  and  Grand- 
holm  reaches,  and  one  salmon  has  been  killed  by  a 
local  angler  on  the  Kintore  water.  Ythan. — The 
estuary  is  doing  exceedingly  well,  the  sand-eel  being 
the  chief  lure  at  present.  The  Udny  Arms  is,  as 
usual,  full,  and  intending  anglers  should  wire  Mr. 
Ritchie  before  coming  north.  On  the  Ellon  Castle 
waters,  as  well  as  on  the  Turner  Hall  and  upper 
reaches,  sport  is  faii-ly  rife  to  the  fly,  and  would  be 
better  with  a  fresh  fill.  The  netting  season  on  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie  closes  to-day  (Saturday). — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Iiairg,  JI.B.y.— The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  baskets  recently  made  by 
anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — On  Aug  28, 
Messrs.  Pardom  and  Laing,  Hawick,  on  Loch  Merk- 
land,  fifteen  trout,  51b.  ;  Professor  Chrystal.  with 
Mr.  and  Miss  Chrjstal,  Edinburgh,  on  Loch  Griam, 
seven  trout,  2|4b. ;  Mr.  Smith  Ryland  and  Mr. 
Walrond,  London,  on  Loch  Gorm,  thirty-four  trout, 
12pb  ;  Mr.  and  Miss  Brodie,  Edinburgh,  ten  sea-trout, 
81b.  (heaviest  31b.).  On  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Blyth  and  party 
had  three  sea-trout,  2ilb.,  Professor  Chrystal  and 
party,  on  Top-Shin,  eleven  brown  trout,  61b.  ;  IMajor 
Benson,  London,  on  Loch  Merkland,  four,  41b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Pardom  and  Laing,  on  Loch  Gorm,  four  and 


a  half  dozen,  lG\h.  On  August  31  Professor  Chrystal 
and  party  made  an  excellent  basket  on  Loch  Gorm. 
On  Sept.  1  Messrs.  Pardom  and  Laing,  on  Hill  Loch, 
sixty-one  trout,  221b.  ;  and  Professor  Chrystal  and 
party,  two  sea-trout,  51b. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.J3.).— On  Aug.  27  Mr.  Bil- 
borough  landed  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Bil- 
borough  a  6-pounder.  On  Aug.  28  Mr.  H.  Bilborough 
had  51b.  grilse,  and  on  Aug.  30  a  sahnon  of  171b.— 
B. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  The  Annan. —In  the 
Fishouse  water  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  caught  seven 
herhng  with  the  night  fly,  and  Mr.  John  Irving  three. 
Mr.  Graham  took  a  brace  with  worm  ba  .  Captain 
McLean  fishing  in  the  Ivirtle  along  with  Mr.  Gilbert 
Tweedie,  W.S.,  caught  a  nice  lot  of  heiling  and 
yellow  trout.  On  the  night  of  Sept.  1  Captain  W. 
Ewart  caught  three  herling  with  fly  below  Violet 
Bank  Stream,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  nine.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Tweedie  had  three  or  four  on  Sept.  3,  and  on  Sept.  4 
two  sea  tiout  and  a  couple  of  herling.  Captain 
Ewart  had  a  yellow  trout  of  21b.  with  fly  on 
Sept.  3,  and  in  the  evening  landed  four  herling 
with  night  fly.  Mr.  Walter  M.  GalHchan  has 
had  a  few  herling  with  fly.  Mr.  W.  John- 
stone took  three,  and  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  a  few. 
Mr.  W.  Thomson  caught  four,  and  Mr.  James 
Baxter  three.  On  Sept.  4  Mr.  W.  Scott  caught 
eleven,  and  on  Sept.  3  seven.  Mr.  Baxter  took 
SIX,  Mr.  J.  London  one,  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton 
three,  Mr.  Johnston  five,  and  Mr.  James  Dixon 
sixteen  herling  at  two  fishings  on  Sept.  4. 
Mr  Jas.  Bonner  four  on  the  evening  of  the  4th, 
and  three  on  the  previous  night.  Mr.  Maxwell, 
fishing  the  middle  reaches  last  week-end,  took  four 
herling  and  four  trout  with  night  fly ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
SIX  yellow  trout  and  a  brace  of  heriing ;  Mr  Richard- 
son, five  herling  and  three  trout ;  Mr.  Carlyie,  two  sea 
trout  and  two  herling ;  Mr.  Elliot,  three  herling  and 
two  yellow  trout.  The  Dumfries  Nith.— A  fair 
amount  of  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  middle 
stretches  of  this  river  with  night  fly,  but  herling 
have  been  rising  very  indifferently  during  the  day, 
Mr.  W.  Urquhart  had  a  nice  bag  of  trout  in  the 
ThornhiU  portion  last  week.  The  Sanquhar  portion 
IS  not  doing  at  all  well  at  present.  The  tributaries  are 
again  running  low  and  clear.  The  Galloway 
Rivers.— These  waters  are  in  pretty  fair- condition 
for  trout.  Fishing  on  the  Dee  has  been  fairly  good 
of  late,  and  local  anglers  have  had  a  few  herling  on  the 
Gatehouse  Fleet,  chiefly  with  fly  after  dark.  The  Urr 
of  Dalbeattie  is  rather  low  again  though  the  deeper 
pools  yield  moderate  baskets  of  trout  with  night  fly 
The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs.— Some  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Girvan  with  evening 
fly.  On  the  private  reaches  of  the  Stincher,  sahnon 
are  showing  m  the  pools,  and  one  or  two  have  fallen 
to  the  rods,  while  moderate  baskets  of  trout  have 
also  been  taken.  On  Loch  Doon,  Messrs.  McNair 
and  Goodwm  landed  fifty-eiglit  yellow  trout.  Loch 
Doon  affords  fau'  sport  during  the  present  month. 
Little  IS  doing  at  present  on  the  waters  near  to 
Kilbirnie  and  Irvine. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Ataerlour; — During  the  past  week  the 
weather  in  this  district  has  been  exceedingly  hot,  and, 
in  consequence,  the  river  has  fallen  to  a  very  low 
level,  and  is  in  poor  trim  for  fishing.  A  good  many 
hsh  are  seen  rising,  but  they  are  very  stiff  to  take 
On  the  Craigellachie  water  one  sahnon  of  17Alb  was 
killed  on  Sept.  1  by  John  McKenzie,  fisherman, 
fishing  for  the  proprietor. 

Spey  (Moraysmre) — Owing  to  the  excessive 
heat,  the  water  is  again  running  low,  and  with  the 
strong  sunshine  good  sport  was  out  of  the  question, 
l^rom  the  Carron  House  water,  on  Sept.  3,  Mr. 
Grant,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of  51b.  ;  and  'frorri 
the  Wester  Elchies  water  on  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Harding 
had  a  fi^sh  of  81bs.  On  the  Ballindalloch  water 
last  week  two  nice  fish  were  killed;  and  on  the 
Delfur  water,  on  Sep.  3,  one.  From  the  Arudillv 
water  last  week  Mr.  Yule  had  a  splendid 
salmon  of  251b.  weight,  and  on  Sept  3 
another  two  of  191b.  and  81b.  The  net  fishing, 
which  has  just  closed,  has,  on  the  coast  at  least, 
proved  most  unremunerative ;  the  destruction  at 
the  outset  to  material  being  heavy  with  the  stormy 
weather.  Nothing,  however,  can  be  said  ag.iiust 
the  sport  obtained  on  the  Tulchan  reaches,  where 
onn  MacCorquod<ile  and  his  friends  grassed  over 
300  fish.  It  IS  said.  Better  sport  on  the  middle 
reaches  is  now  expected  with  the  removal  of  the, 
nets. — J.  M. 

Tay.— Owing  to  the  brilliant  sunsliine  and  ex- 
cessive heat  during  the  past  week  sport  has  been 
very  poor.  Tliere  are  a  good  number  of  fish  show- 
ing, but  they  appear  to  be  still  on  the  move  The 
river  is  at  present  about  summer  level  For  week 
ending  Sept.  3,  Sir  Henry  B.  Samuelson,  Bart., 
killed  one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Aug.  28,  and  Colonel 
Goodden  one  sahnon  of  201b.  on  Sept.  4  on 
Meikleour ;  while  on  Upper  Stobhall  Major  Chichester 
caught  one  fish  of  37ilb.  on  Aug.  29,  and  Mr.  Archd- 
Coats  one  grilse  of  ^Ih.  on  Aug.  28  on  Lower 
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BURBERRY- PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  jor 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  Uinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  ^dry  as  a 
lone.^" — J.  W.,  Southsea. 


INVALUABLE   TO  THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLENTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


ilfo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  LIP-ON. 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


D.  MALLOC 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 


Hannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Taolde  snltatile  for  ali  parts  of  the  f  orld. 

TBN  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MJEDALS  AWABDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  kud  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  saperloii  to  Split  Oiiaii. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  osa.  to  13  osb,  ;  veiy  f  owertal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Oana. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Troat. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  astd  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abiotaA 

Rods  and  Lines  to  snit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  moat  of  the  best  Looha  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle, 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

la  yards  Donbla  Tapered  Salmon.  i 
100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Taparad  Salmon. 
30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

f  hese  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whioh  does  not  oome  o3.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Ita  casting  properties  are  simply  marTelloai.   I  have  no  beiltatlon  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  Is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  oast*  beautifully.  Xbe  line  seenu  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  I  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Una  and  I  ntret 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE,  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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Stobhall.  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield  landed  on  Aug.  29 
one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Burnraouth,  and  another  of 
611b.  on  Willies  Stone.  Fishing  the  Lower  Stanley 
water,  IMr.  M.  Trevelyan  Martin  got  one  grilse  of 
71b.  on  Aug.  29,  another  of  81b.  on  Aug.  31,  and  a 
salmon  of  lllb.  on  Sept.  3,  while  Mr.  R.  Page  got 
one  grilse  of  51b.  on  Sept.  3.  Mr.  H.  Wardle  caught 
one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Aug.  28  on  BenchiU  water. 
Fishing  the  upper  and  lower  Battleby  beats.  Major 
Rose  took  one  fish  of  161b.  and  two  grilse,  81b.  and 
71b.,  on  Aug.  25;  Mr.  Guy  one  grilse  of  81b.  on 
Aug.  26,  a  fish  of  171b.  on  Aug.  27,  one  grilse  of  71b. 
on  Aug.  29,  and  another  of  81b.  on  Aug.  30 ;  while 
Miss  Agate  landed  a  grilse  of  741b. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District.— The  waters  have  fallen  in  a 
good  deal,  and  good  weather  has  prevailed  lately. 
Fishing  has  been  fairly  good.    At    Birgham,  on 
August  21,  Lord  Dunglass  caught  a  grilse.  61b.  ;  Mr. 
John  Henderson,  a  salmon,  101b  ;  Mr.  F.  Hender- 
son, a  salmon,  91b.,  on  a  trouting  rod;  and  Mr.  G. 
Henderson,  a  sea-trout,  41b.    On  Aug.  24,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hoare,  Woolwich,  had  a  grilse,  41b.    On  Twizel 
water,  on  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Stoddart  caught  thirteen 
fine  trout  with  fly.    On  Aug.  23,  Mr.  R.  Swan, 
Kelso,  seven,  with  the  same  lure  ;  and  on  Aug.  24, 
Mr.  T.  Swan,  Twizel  Boathouse,  got  six  splendid 
trout;   and  Mr.  Punton,  Newcastle,  three  trout. 
On  the  Cornhill  water,  Mr.  James  Blaine  caught 
eight  trout  in  the  evening  with  flv.    At  Thornilee, 
on  Aug.  28,  Mr.  A.  Mercer  caught  a  dozen  trout 
(heaviest,  Ipb.)  with  minnow,  and  another  angler 
had  41b.  with  worm.    On  Aug.  29,  an  angler,  fishing 
at  Melrose,  caught  71b.  of  good  trout  with  worm 
(two  of  which  weighed  2ilb.  and  l|lb.).    With  fly, 
in  the  e\  ening,  Mr.  John  Turner  caught  a  splendid 
trout  scaling  41b.,  and  a  grilse,  51b.    Another  angler 
had  nine  trout  with  the  same  lure.  On  Aug.  3 1 ,  a  local 
angler  caught  five  trout  with  worm  at  Melrose  ;  two 
of  the  five  trout  weighed  21b.  and  Ulb.  respectively. 
A  number  of  grayling  have  been  taken  by  anglers  fish- 
mg  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Aikman  securing  one  of  over 
1  lb.  at  Peebles  with  fly.   Gala. — Nothing  of  much 
importance  has  been  done  on  this  water  during  the 
past  week.    Dr.  Doig  took  a  brace,  weighing  ^Ib. 
each,  with  minnow,  and  another  angler  caught 
fourteen  small  trout  with  fly.    Leader. — This  water 
has  been  yielding  fair  sport.    An  angler,  on  Aug.  29 
and  31,  had  baskets  of  good  trout"  weighing  4:Vlb. 
and     41b.     respectively,     chiefly    with  minnow! 
Ettriok. — Water  low  again,    risking  in  the  early 
morning,  seven  miles  above  Selkirk  with  minnow, 
I  took  fifteen  trout,  three  of  which  weighed  21b. 
(heaviest,  lib.).    A  number  of  salmon  are  in  the 
water,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  any  being  taken  legally. 
Blackadder. — This  water  is  still  fishing  well,  and 
good  baskets  are  still  being  got.    Minnow  is  very 
deadly. — Sorley  Bbown. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  and  Tribntaries — Intense  heat  and 
cloudless  sunshine  prevailed  during  the  week,  and 
this  river  shrunk  six  inches,  and  the  sections  are  in 
angling  order ;  however,  the  flax  poison  is  running 
but  not  in  quantity  to  prevent  fish  coming  to  the 
fly.  Brown  trout  ascended  to  the  shallows  above 
the  eel  weirs  in  the  recent  floods,  and  catches  of 
these  are  being  obtained.  Autumn  salmon  as  well 
as  those  of  the  previous  runs  are  more  plentiful 
on  the  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  sections  than  for  many 
past  years,  and  sport  is  expected  from  now  till  the. 
season  closes  on  Sept.  30.  There  were  few  anglers 
on  the  river,  the  majority  not  having  yet  returned 
from  the  grouse  moors,  and  there  is  a  smaU  record, 
,  only  two  fish  of  71b.  and  101b.  having  been  caught 
by  Mr.  F.  Wilson  at  Kikea.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Banu  (Kilrea).— Mr.  J.  Harper  Scaife  and  Dr. 
Cecil  Scaife  (R.A.M.C),  during  three  weeks'  fishing, 
sixty-two  trout,  from  Jib.  to  2Jlb.,  total  weight, 
571b.  Dr.  Scaife,  a  grilse  of  41b.  The  river  was 
affected  by  flax  water  during  the  last  week  or  ten 
days  of  August,  and  only  two  salmon  were  taken 
during  that  time  on  the  Kilrea  section. — John 
Dory. 

Belfast  and  District. — Some  flaxwater  is  yet  in 
the  rivers  of  this  locality,  and  as  they  are  low  poor 
sport  rules.  The  destruction  of  trout  by  this  pollu- 
tion has  been  large  this  season.  Fishing  at  Wood- 
burn  shows  Uttle  improvement,  and  the  same 
applies  to  Stoneyford  and  the  Antrim  Road  basin. 
The  best  catch  made  on  the  latter  water  recently 
was  four  Loch  Levens  averaging  1  lb.  each. — J.A.B. 

Bme  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleeki.— The  river 
has  again  become  very  low,  owing  to  the  recent  hot 
weather.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  C.  Johnston 
landed  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Fergus 
Smith  landed  two  salmon  of  61b.  and  71b.,  and  two 
trout  on  the  salmon  fly  of  Iflb.  and  1  lb.  on  Sept.  3, 
and  another  angler  landed  a  salmon  121b.  on 
Sept.  4. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Iieenane  (co.  Galway). — The  fishing  on  Delphi 
has  been  good  for  past  three  weeks,  one  rod  getting 
150  sea-trout  in  fourteen  fishing  days.  The  angling 
around  the  Killariea  is  much  improved  siace^the 


Marquis  of  Sligo  took  off  the  nets  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Erriff  and  Delphi  ri\  ers.— R.  H.  Mclv 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel).— On  Aug.  27, 
Mr.  Eves,  six  trout,  61b.,  tliree  pike,  121b.  ;  Mr 
Wood,  four  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Hammett,  five  trout, 
71b.,  two  pike,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  seven  trout,  151b 
On  Aug.  28,  Mr.  Eves,  four  trout,  51b.,  four  pike 
161b. ;  Mr.  Wood,  thi-ee  trout,  5ilb.,  two  perch,  41b. '; 
Mr.  Hammett,  three  trout.  Sib.,""  two  pike,  91b.  ;  Mr.' 
Mossop,  eight  trout,  161b.,  one  trout  of  51b  ,' two 
pike,  71b.  fn  Aug.  29,  Mr.  Eves,  four  trout,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Wood,  three  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Hammett,  four 
trout,  41b.;  Mr.  Mossop,  eight  trout,  lllb,  one 
perch,  21b.  On  Aug.  30,  Mr.  Eves,  five  trout,  61b., 
three  perch,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  two  trout,  31b.,  two 
perch,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Hammett,  four  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr. 
Mossop,  twelve  trout,  141b.,  three  perch,  41b.  On 
Aug.  31,  Mr.  Eves,  six  trout,  7Jlb.,  four  perch,  5|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Wood,  four  trout,  61b..  one  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr. 
Hammett,  six  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  seven  trout, 
121b.  On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  Eves,  five  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Wood,  one  trout,  4ilb.,  one  perch,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Ham- 
mett, four  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  eight  trout, 
lllb.,  two  perch,  41b.,  one  pike,  41b.  A  large  run 
of  trout  killing  at  present  and  rising  freely  at  the 
Daddy  Long-legs  and  the  artificial  fly.—Tnos. 
Naughton. 

Lough  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel) —Tlie  weather 
for  the  last  week  was  rather  bright  and  hot,  but 
there  were  good  takes  of  trout  on  the  troll  in  deep 
water,  also  some  good  catches  on  the  Daddy-long- 
legs in  the  early  mornings  and  evenings.  Judge 
Archer  Martin  and  Mrs.  Martin.  Victoria,  B.C., 
Canada,  Sir  Wm.  Hoper  and  Prof.  Somerville,  Mr' 
Seymour,  R.N.C.,  Greenwich,  had  good  sport, 
making  very  good  bags  of  trout  every  day,  which 
would  occupy  too  much  of  your  space.  Tlie  weather 
at  present  is  very  nice,  with  a  light  breeze,  which  is 
good  for  fishing.  The  temperature  at  present  is 
sixty-five  in  the  shade. — T.  F.iHY  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc  (WaterriUe.  co.  Kerry)  — 
The  weather  continues  very  sultry,  calm,  and  bright, 
and  sport  has  been  poor  in  consequence.  In  the 
late  evenings  fair  sport  was  had  with  sea-trout 
occasionally. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  on  Sept.  4,  Messrs. 
Duncan  and  Townshend  had  eleven  trout,  17|lb., 
all  dapping ;  on  Sept.  5,  two  pike,  271b.  and  201b  ' 
and  four  trout,  6|lb.— G.  A. 

Lough  Blelvi&i — Trouting  was  not  good  during 
the  past  week,  owing  to  \ery  bright  weather 
and  no  wind.  Mr.  W.  Graham  took  a  brown 
trout  trolling,  41b.,  on  August  31,  and  several 
smaller  ones,  and  the  anglers  out  from  Scott's 
Hotel,  Garrison,  and  from  Kinlough,  and 
Bundoran,  whenever  a  breeze  sprang  up,  took  nice 
catches  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout.  '  The  weather 
is  darker  at  time  of  writing,  and  some  rain  is  falling. 
Sport  amongst  the  trout  this  week  is  much  better. 
-M.  RoGAN  and  Sons. 

Uoume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  were  in  fair  order 
this  week,  and  as  the  flaxwater  is  now  well  away, 
there  is  every  prospect  of  sport  till  the  end  of  the 
season,  the  nets  aiso  being  off  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Fishing  for  the  past 
few  days  was  bad  ;  owing  to  bright  sunshine  very 
few  fish  rising  to  the  fly  on  the  river,  but  there 
was  some  trout  got  down  the  estuary  spinning. 
Lough  Conn  and  Talt  fished  fairly  well,  some  nice 
baskets  being  taken  on  the  minnow. — John  Devers 
Moy,  Lougba  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Maro). — For  the  past  week  the  weather  was  against 
angUng  owing  to  the  bright  sunshine.  Mr.  Scroop, 
two  grilse,  51b.  and  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Doran,  one  grilse, 
61b.,  and  seven  sea-trout,  largest  l^^lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Shaw 
had  eighteen  sea-trout,  largest  21b.  ;  Mr.  Henry 
O'Hagan,  two  grilse,  51b.  and  91b.  ;  Major-General 
Plowden  had  some  trout  spinning  in  the  estuary. 
On  the  Palmerstown,  Mr.  Stewart  and  friend  had 
four  grilse,  31b.,  51b.,  61b.,  71b,,  also  sixteen  sea- 
trout  (largest,  31b.).  The  trout  fishing  is  just 
beginning  on  the  loughs,  and  some  very  good  fish 
were  got. — Pat  Heabns. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal)  The  waters 

of  the  Rosses  are  in  good  form,  but  the  bright  and 
scorching  weather  of  the  past  week  was  dead  against 
record  sport.  Sea-trout  were  never  more  plentiful 
than  this  season.  Amongst  other  takes,  Mr.  Hill 
killed  six  sea-trout,  8Ib.,  on  Meenlecknalore ;  Mr. 
Gore  creeled  five  on  Dungloe  ;  Mr.  Davy,  C.B.,  six 
on  TuUy  ;  and  Mr.  CoUinson  got  a  nice  fish  of  2|lb. 
on  Loughanure. — J.  A.  B. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Vejrfcaux  (Aug.  31). — At  present  we  are  having  a 
run  of  dry,  bright  weather,  threatening  a  water 
famine  if  rain  does  not  fall  in  three  or  four  days  ; 
hence  the  stream  fishing  within  reach  has  become 
automatically  suspended,  nor  is  there  much  to 
anticipate  from  cloudless  skies  of  most  pernicious 


blue,  yet  hope  eternal  rises,  angler  fashion,  that 
September,  the  last  month  of  our  season,  may  bring 
a  welcorne  change,  enabling  escape  now  and  then 
from  social  crowds  and  mephitic  motor  plagues  of 
Montreux.  News  has  reached  me  that  one  of  our 
local  anglers  lately  made  a  trip  from  the  Rhono 
Valley  to  a  high-lying  moimtain  lake  among  the 
Alps  at  the  western  end  of  the  Bernese  Oberland, 
reputed  to  contain  some  trout  and  a  quantity  of 
coarse  fish.  He  put  up  at  a  small  neighbouring  inn, 
the  proprietor  of  which  claims  the  fishing  rights, 
and  he  was  so  successful  as  to  catch  a  brace  of 
trout,  one  of  61b.  and  the  other  of  lib.,  for  which 
he  was  charged  by  the  innkeeper  at  the  market  rate 
of  2fr.  50c.  the  pound !  This  is  not  always  the 
Swiss  custom  however,  for  1  have  heard  of  a  fishing 
visitor  to  the  Piora  Lake,  above  and  beyond  the 
St.  Gothard  route,  not  far  from  the  Italian  frontier, 
and  another  to  a  stream  in  the  Jura  range,  where 
hotel  keepers  in  each  case  traded  the  angler's  fish 
caught  at  local  values,  deducting  the  amount  from 
their  hotel  bills.  I  am  hoping  for  further  details  of 
the  outing  to  that  Oberland  lake  above  Chesiere, 
and  of  such  sport  as  may  be  had  there  if  one  has 
taken  the  considerable  trouble  to  visit  the  place, 
— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  being  hot  and 
bright  angling  has  been  out  of  the  question  imtil 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  PierK — Though  daily  patronised  by 
large  numbers  of  visiting  anglers,  the  yield  from  the 
pier  has  not  been  great  during  the  present  week, 
and  pollack  are  still  unusually  scarce.  On  Sept.  1 
Messrs.  Elphick,  Richardson,  Martin,  and  J.  Handley 
secured  a  few  nice  codling  early  in  the  morning, 
and  Mr.  Millar  and  Mr.  Adams  did  well  in  :the 
evening,  as  did  also  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  P.  0.  Edgar.  Mr.  Lock's  catch  included 
a  fair-sized  bass,  and  Mr.  T.  Sexton  took  five  good 
pollack  on  parchment  bait  in  the  evening.  Mr. 
Glen  and  Mr.  Waddell  each  secured  a  fair  bag  on 
the  following  day ;  but  a  few  visitors  did  nothing 
whatever.  Mr.  Newell  met  with  fair  success  among 
the  pollack  in  the  evening,  and  several  other  anglers 
were  equally  fortunate.  Mr.  Holdsworth's  best  fish 
on  Sept.  3  scaled  3|lb.,  and  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan,  Mr. 
Savage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mr.  Manico,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stainton  all  experienced  fair  sport,  the  last- 
named  lady  landing  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day — a 
conger  of  4|lb.  The  fishing  on  Sept.  4  was  very  poor, 
and  several  who  fished  all  day  left  the  pier  with 
very  lig^it  bags.  Pollack  anglers  also  met  with  scant 
success,  though  baits  of  all  kinds,  both  natural  and 
artificial,  were  [spun  for  hours  on  both  sides.  Eight 
early-morning  fishers  on  Sept.  5  did  not  account  for 
a  dozen  fish,  probably  on  account  of  the  high  tem- 
perature of  the  water,  which  registered  65'2  at 
10  a.m. — J.  Richardson. 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. — Visitors  to  Douglas  and 
elsewhere  round  the  Isle  of  Man  are  having  excellent 
sport  with  mackerel,  the  excursion  yachts  returning 
after  short  trips  with  between  200  and  300  fish. — 
W.  E.  E. 

Penaanoe. — Fine  weather,  boats  out  every  day, 
sport  moderate  generally  but  boats  coming  in 
to-day  report  better  sport.  C.  Barnes,  Messrs. 
Slade  and  Debenham,  B.S.A.S.  boatman,  Sept.  5, 
two  conger,  two  pollack,  one  crawfish,  one  dory, 
one  crab  and  a  mixed  lot  of  fish,  in  all  fourteen 
varieties,  a  good  basketful.  Mr.  Ashby,  B.S.A.S., 
Sept.  5,  twenty-two  pollack  and  a  lot  of  various 
small  fish.  Mr.  Eade  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steibe,  with 
boatman  Blewett,  Sept.  4,  sixty-one  bream,  twelve 
mackerel,  seven  pollaak,  one  conger ;  Mr.  Parker, 
B.S.A.S.,  with  boatman,  G.  Barnes,  twenty  mackerel, 
five  pollock,  twenty  chad.  Whiffing  for  mackerel, 
1 30  down.  Hand-lining  off  Newlyn  Harbour  gave 
good  sport  last  week,  catches  140  down  per  boat. 
Pollack  whiffing  and  rod  fishing  from  piers,  moderate 
sport.  Messrs.  Neville  Bros.,  of  London,  four  even- 
ings' fishing,  184  fish  (conger,  bream,  chad  and 
pollack).— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Those  who  have  been  able  to  be  on 
the  water  during  this  week  have  had  the  best  of  it. 
The  cool  breeze  has  been  more  acceptable  than  the 
shore  dry  air.  Pollack  have  been  very  plentiful  in 
the  Yealm,  and  the  fish  have  been  rurming  larger 
this  week.  Outside  ithe  bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Yealm,  and  just  a  little  to  the  eastward,  sport  has 
been  good,  especially  with  the  bass,  which  have 
been  running  up  to  81b.  or  91b.,  and  several  fisher- 
men have  been  running  out  by  the  train  to  Steer 
Point  and  getting  a  boatman  to  meet  them  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Kitley  Belle  at  Newton  Ferrers.  Some 
mackerel  have  been  taken  at  the  Ground  in  Jenny- 
cliffe  Bay,  and  some  fifty  or  sixty  boats  were  at  the 
job  one  day  during  the  week.  A  gentleman  and  his 
wife  here  from  Brighton  for  the  mullet  fishing  have 
been  doing  well,  taking  fish  up  to  41b.  weight  a,^ 
the  breakwater.-^Wii^LiAM  Hearpeb  (B.S.A.S.), 
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Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and 
around  this  station  at  pollack,  bream,  gurnard, 
whiting,  scad,  bass,  haddock,  and  mackerel. 
Anglers  in  search  of  really  good  sea  fishing  would 
do  well  to  pay  this  place  a  visit. — T.  J.  D. 

Water ville  (CO.  Kerry). — Fine  sport  is  now  being 
had  here  at  whiting,  bream,  gurnard,  scad,  had- 
dock, pollack,  and  mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  still  continues  fine, 
and  some  excellent  spori  is  being  obtained  both 
from  boat  and  shore.  Mackerel  are  very  plentiful 
in  the  Bay,  the  average  catch  per  boat  being  ten  to 
twelve  dozen.  On  Sept.  4,  E  Haggett  came  in  with 
over  twenty  dozen.  A  large  nurober  of  boats  are 
out  every  day,  and  the  fish  rtm  verj'  fine  indeed. 
Messrs.  Cox  and  Gardner  (Stourbridge)  had 
good  sport  last  week-end.  Besides  a  large  catch 
of  mackerel,  they  had  pollack,  pouting,  sea- 
bream,  and  conger.  Sergt.  -  Major  Protheroe, 
R.E..  fishing  from  the  breakwater,  has  taken 
a  lot  of  very  fine  ba;s,  largest  41b.,  also  some 
grey  mullet,  largest  3Jlb.  Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Hoddes- 
den,  Herts,  fishing  from  the  beach  and  casting  his 
line  over  the  breakers,  took  three  bass,  of  81b.,  51b., 
and  31b.,  using  squid  for  bait. — Chas.  J.  Rdssell. 


AnGLO-FbENCH  PiSCATOBIAig. 

M.  Acier  occupied  the  chair  on  Sept  5.  Amongst 
the  most  successful  anglers  during  the  week  were 
Mr.  C.  Franco,  161b.  roach  and  dace  and  two  very 
large  gudgeon ;  M.  Claverie,  roach  and  dace ; 
M.  Acier,  roach  and  dace,  and  M.  Edouard,  roach 
and  bream.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams  are  having 
fair  sport  at  Newhaven,  and  Mr.  Horace  Abrahams, 
at  Dovercourt,  skilfully  landed  a  skate  of  161b.  on 
very  fine  tackle.  Letters  were  read  from  numerous 
societies  respecting  the  Ballancourt  competition  on 
Sept.  23.  Information  to  hand  will  be  forwarded 
on  application  to  the  Hon.  Sec.  at  the  Cercle 
Fran§ais,  5,  Lisle-street,  W.C.  The  prizes  offered 
for  competition  are  very  numerous,  the  first  con- 
sisting of  a  beautif ulS^  Sevi'es  vase  offered  by  the 
Government  of  the  French^Republic,  (2)  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  (3)  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  (4)  the  Municipality  of  Paris,  (5)  the  Prefet 
of  Police,  (6)  the  Prefet  of  the  Seine,  (7)  a  cup  value 
five  guineas  (Anglo-French  Piscatorials  of  London), 
(8),  La  Society  Carpe  d'Or  Franco  -  Beige,  and 
nearly  forty  others.  Also  cash  prizes  to  the 
value  of  3000  francs  are  guaranteed.  M.  P.  de 
Dekin,  of  Brussels,  has  offered  a  Canne  a  Peche, 
valued  at  500  francs.  M.  La  Sonde,  the  editor  of 
Les  Sports,  20,  Rue  St.  Marc,  Paris,  will  be  happy 
to  answer  any  communications  and  receive  entries. 
— Reuben  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  Aug.  29  Mr.  Armitage  was  in  the  chair. 
Our  secretary,  Mr.  Barnes,  was  back  again  and 
stated  that  he  had  spent  a  very  pleasant  holiday 
in  Wales  and  Cornwall.  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  brought 
up  roach,  dace,  and  barbel  from  Taplow  (best 
dace  8|oz.).  Other  fishing  results  show  that  on 
Aug.  26  Messrs.  J.  Wilkinson  and  Wilkins  had  fair 
shows  of  roach  from  Denham  Strait.  Mr.  H.  T. 
Tuckwell  beat  his  opponent  in  the  first  round  for 
the  club  cup.  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leroux  have  just  returned  from  a  holiday  near 
Dieppe,  where  they  report  having  had  a  most 
enjoyable  time,  and  that  they  look  many  trout 
between  Jib.  and  1  lb.,  besides  sea  trout  up  to  3|lb.  ; 
in  fact,  they  had  better  sport  than  they  anticipated. 
On  account  of  the  prevailing  heat  scarcely  half  a 
dozen  members  visited  Harefield  this  last  week  end 
and  very  few  fish  were  taken.  All  ties  in  the  first 
roimd  for  the  club  cup  must  be  fished  off  and  the 
results  reach  the  secretary  by  Sept.  12,  when  the 
draw  for  the  second  round  will  take  place. — E.B. 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  occupied  the  business 
chair  on  Sept.  5.  Reports  from  stations  were  very 
numerous — too  numerous  to  report.  Fishing  active 
all  round  the  coast,  Penzance  exceptional — so  much 
food  about  that  the  sea  anglers'  baits  are  not 
appreciated  as  they .  should  be.  Letters  from 
members  chronicled  a  remarkable  catch  from  the 
pier  at  Southwold  by  Mr.  Wrightson  on  shrimp 
bait,  a  fine  turbot  of  141b.  5oz.,  and  turbot  are 
scarce  at  Southwold.  Dr.  Bateman,  at  Lochinvar, 
three  rods,  in  sixteen  days  took  1788  fish,  all  good 
class,  though  no  monsters.  Telegram  from  Bally- 
cotton  notified  as  taken  by  Mr.  Bullock,  sen.,  skate, 
1681b.  and  1541b.  ;  cod,  221b.  ;  ling,  25lb.  ;  Hearn, 
cod,  301b.  ;  Mallet,  cod,  29lb.  ;  Emms,  ling,  301b.  ; 
Crisfield,  ling,  201b.  Very  good  sport  in  addition. 
Mr.  Pickup  had  been  to  Filey  and  supplied  good 
information  as  to  the  fishing  off  the  Brig  and  on  the 
grounds  to  the  northward.  Business  concluded, 
Mr.  A.  Newton  assumed  the  social  chair,  announcing 
with  regret  that  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  the  hon, 
librarian  of  the  society,  was  unable  to  be  present 


but  had 'kindly  sent  up  his  paper,  a  short  sketch 
of  the  British  species  of  the  cottus  and  the  gurnard 
(Trigla),  but  that  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  had  kindly 
consented  to  read  it.  This  Mr.  Minchin  did 
adding  viva  voce  much  useful  information.  All  the 
"  Cottus  "  were  rightly  described  as  "  bullhead"  ; 
they  had  all  big  heads.  Their  ova  was  always 
deposited  on  rocks  and  weeds  at  the  bottom  of  tlie 
sea.  Members  of  other  families  did  this,  but  with 
the  cottus  it  was  imiversal.  They  were  all  bad 
swimmers  and  liked  shallow  water.  The  four  British 
specimens  were  C.  quadricornus.  Tliis  was  illus- 
trated, as  were  the  others,  by  a  specimen  drawn 
from  the  society's  museum,  which  was  handed 
rouiid  and  as  "  things  seen  are  better  than  things 
heard,"  matters  were  quicldy  understood,  and  the 
speaker  was  able  to  point  out  detail.  This  speci- 
men was  taken  at  Deal.  The  "  pogge "  was 
named  and  described  and  shown,  but  it  was  pointed 
out  that  now  this  fish  figures  imder  the  Dactylop- 
teridoe,  Agonus  cataphractii  being  his  new  name. 
C.  gobro,  the  miller's  thumb,  though  a  freshwater 
fish,  was  alluded  to  as  being  eaten  in  Italy  and 
used  as  a  charm  against  fever  in  Russia.  C. 
scorpius,  the  father  lasher,  having  twenty  spines 
over  its  gill  cases,  is  common  on  our  east  coasts. 
C.  bubalis,  the  long-spined  cottus,  frequents  deeper 
waters,  and  has  a  very  fierce  appearance.  A  large 
cottus  frequents  the  Greenland  waters  and  is 
greedily  eaten  by  the  natives  in  soup.  They  are 
chunsy,  lumbering  things,  and,  as  a  rule,  feed  only 
at  the  dead  low  water,  when  everything  else  has 
left  off  biting.  Of  the  gurnards  (Trigla),-  six  species 
were  found'  in  our  seas.  All  had  the  head  encased 
in  thick  bone,  so  hard  on  top  that  a  knife  will  not 
enter.  The  three  lower  rays  of  the  pectoral  fin  are 
separate  and,  being  bottom  feeders,  they  really 
crawl  with  them.  Their  food  is  mainly  crustacean, 
with  tiie  addition  of  a  few  small  fish.  As  an 
angler's  fish  the  gurnard  have  a  poor  repvitation  ; 
like  most  deep-water  fish  they  can  live  for  some 
time  out  of  water.  They  are  a  pelagic  fish,  spawning 
and  hatching  on  the  surface ;  their  eggs  float. 
Trigla  lineata  is  the  streaked  gurnard  ;  when  young 
the  fins  are  so  abnormally  large  the  young  thing 
wraps  itself  in  them  as  in  a  cloak.  When  captured 
it  erects  its  dorsal  fin  and  grunts.  It  has  an 
arrangement  in  its  air  bladder  to  enable  it  to  do 
so.  T.  cuculus,  the  red  gurnard,  is  a  great  article 
of  food  and  very  plentiful  on  some  of  our  coasts. 
T.  hirundo,  the  sapphirine  gurnard,  is  the  largest, 
of  the  kind,  red,  with  a  lovely  sky-blue  inside 
the  fins.  It  also  grunts,  and  is  called  the  tub  gurnard 
on  our  south  coasts,  and  the  latchet  or  ratchet  in 
the  North  Sea.  T.  gurnardiis,  the  grey  gurnard, 
is  called  the  crooner — it  croons,  does  not  grvmt,  it 
groans,  likes  a  sandy  bottom,  is  very  plentiful  on  the 
Irish  coast.  T.  lyra,  the  piper,  has  a  snout,  by 
which  it  is  distinguished.  It  neither  grimts  nor 
croons,  but  whistles.  T.  obscura,  the  lanthorn 
gurnard,  is  the  rarest  of  them  all.  The  subject  was 
afterwards  well  discussed.  Cordial  votes  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Norman  for  the  paper,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin 
for  reading  it,  and  to  the  chairmen  closed  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  it  was  announced  that  next  Wednes- 
day, Sept  12,  Mr.  Kemp  would  read  a  paper  on 
"  Nest-building  Fishes." — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  a  capital  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Sept.  4,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark  presiding. 
Fishing  reports  were  numerous,  but  catches  more 
or  less  small,  as,  although  an  immense  number  of 
bream,  roach,  perch,  eels,  etc.,  had  been  taken  by 
Messrs.  Gilbert  and  E.  P.  and  E.  C.  Beamont,  there 
was  scarcely  a  really  large  fish  among  them  ;  this 
remark  applies  also  to  the  catches  of  Messrs.  Davison, 
Merritt,  Salisbury,  and  Clark  ;  Mr.  Isaacs  did  some- 
what better,  taking  roach  of  1  Jib.  and  bream  of 
2|lb.;  Mr.  J.  Warne  had  two  barbel  from  the 
Thames,  whilst  in  Kent  Mr.  Hurren  had  taken  good 
perch  and  roach  and  many  eels.  Mr.  Canton,  at 
Scarborough,  has  been  having  decent  catches — 
several  dozen  whiting,  a  dozen  fiat  fish,  seven 
gurnard,  and  a  haddock,  being  the  result  of  the 
last  few  days'  fishing  ;  Mr.  Isaacs,  elsewhere,  also 
having  flounders  and  dabs.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  trea- 
surer of  Challenge  Cup  Fund,  report,ed  a  very 
satisfactory  result,  and  a  meeting  to  arrange  con- 
ditions of  competition,  etc.,  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
next,  Sept.  11;  a  "General  Competition"  for  all 
fish,  other  than  pike  or  perch,  is  also  fixed  to  take 
place  pame  day.  Prospectuses  were  to  hand  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Martin's  ("Trent  Otter")  new  book  on 
fishing,  to  be  published  in  a  week  or  two,  and 
many  members  subscribed  for  numbered  and  signed 
copies.  Attention  was  called  to  the  lantern  enter- 
tainment to  be  given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  on  Sept.  18, 
when  ladies  are  specially  invited,  and  to  the  smoking 
concert  on  Tuesday,  Sept  25. — Hon.  Sec. 
.  »  Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

r'Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting  on  Sept.  4.  Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  reported 
that  the  work  ordered  to  be  carried  out  at  Chesham 


had  been  done,  and,  given  raoro  favourable  weather, 
there  is  every  reason  to  think  Jthat  sport  will 
improve,  though  tliiis  fishery  has  already  yielded 
some  capital  sport.  At  the  ordinary  meeting  fol- 
lowing Mr.  P.  W.  TSalmond  occupied  tho  chair, 
there  being  a  good  attendance  of  members  present. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  offered  the  society  a  quantity 
of  roach  and  rudd  for  the  Kelvedon  Water,  and 
this  offer  was  received  witli  thanks.  Dr.  Spencer 
has  again  made  some  heavy  bags  of  roacli,  taking 
fish  up  to  nearly  21b.  and  a  trout  of  41b.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  has  had  trout,  chub,  and  perch  from 
private  water,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  a  quantity  of 
tish  of  various  kinds  from  tho  Thames.  Mr.  Eldred 
had  some  very  nice  porch  and  chub  from  Oxford. 
Mr.  Dick  had  a  quantity  of  flatfish  from  Southend. 
Mr.  Gill  took  trout  fiom  private  water  up  to  IJflb., 
and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  a  number  of  bream.  Mr. 
Buckingham  took  a  quantity  of  chub,  dace,  and 
barbel  in  the  Thames,  but  nearly  all  wore  retiu-nod. 
Mr.  Cheeld  has  been  the  fortunate  captor  of  a  trout 
at  Chesham  weighing  21b.  7oz. — Hon.  Sec. 

HioHBtTBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Sept.  5,  when  a 
good  deal  of  important  business  was  transacted, 
including  the  draw  for  tho  third  round  of  the 
championship.  The  members  who  have  had  the 
energy  to  fish  during  the  recent  tropical  heat,  have 
been  moderately  rewarded  with  decent  takes  of 
simimer  fish.  Two  large  takes  of  tench  and  rudd 
by  Messrs.  Wood  and  Fox  did  not  include  any 
exceptional  specimen,  so  the  wliole  lot  were  returned 
to  the  water.  Mr.  Wood  also  had  a  pike  of  6ilb. 
taken  on  the  ^-oach  pole.  Mr.  G.  Westrup  has  had 
several  nice  chub,  the  two  largest  weighing  7-|lb.,  and 
a  number  of  roach  up  to  IJ^lb.,  also  an  eel  of  21b., 
whicli  fell  a  victim  to  a  summer  diet  of  cheese 
paste.  Nr.  H.  Dunn  has  taken  a  number  of  roach 
and  perch  up  to  l;Jlb.,  but  nothing  worth  retaining. 
Mr.  J.  Potter  has  taken  roach  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels 
some  nice  trout.  The  club  outing  to  Culham  takes 
place  on  Sept.  9th. — Hon.  Sec. 

Marlborough  and  Disteict  Angling  ' 
Association. 
The  cup  competition  of  the  above  association 
took  place  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  29.  There  were 
twenty-one  competitors.  Fishing  commenced 
shortly  after  noon,  and  when  the  whistle  blew  at 
5.55  p.m.  to  warn  the  competitors  it  was  five 
minutes  to  the  allotted  time,  a  goodly  show  of  fish 
might  have  been  seen.  The  total  amount  of  fish 
weighed  in  was  65 Jib.,  being  the  catch  of  nine 
anglers.  Many  others  did  not  weigh  in  for  com- 
petition, but  the  aggregate  weight  caught  during 
the  day  was  in  excess  of  a  hundred  pounds.  The 
first  prize  (that  of  the  cup  and  a  sxun  of  £2  2s.) 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  E.  Barnard  for  a  catch  of 
101b.  lOoz.  ;  the  second  (£1)  going  to  Mr.  L.  M. 
Crow  with  81b.  12oz.,  and  the  third  to  the  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  W.  J.  Hiscox)  mth  71b.  loz.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Phillips  was  entitled  to  the  second  prize 
with  a  weight  of  81b.  14oz.,  but  was  disqualified 
and  his  name  struck  off  the  list  by  the  mnpire  as 
he  failed  to  be  present  and  answer  to  his  name 
when  called.  The  dinner  is  to  be  held  on  Sept.  8, 
when  the  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place. — 
G.  E.  A. 


CAPTURE  OF  POACHERS  IN  THE  EDEN, 

At  the  Town  Hall,  Thomas  Dawson,  David 
McCormick,  and  James  Peascod  were  charged  with 
fishing  for  salmon  with  an  illegal  net  in  the  Eden  on 
Sept.  2,  during  the  close  time,  and  McCormick  was 
charged  with  assaulting  Pohce-constables  Meuzies 
and  Lynn. 

Acting-sergeant  Baker  deposed  that  about  1 1  p.m. 
on  Sept.  2  he  heard  about  defendants  netting  in  the 
Eden.  He  procured  the  assistance  of  several  police 
officers,  they  surrounded  th«  prisoners,  who  were 
netting  in  the  Eden  a  little  above  Eden  Bridge,  and 
caught  prisoners  in  the  act  of  pulling  a  shackle  net 
out  of  the  water.  They  had  fifteen  whiting  and 
trout  in  the  net.  After  being  arrested  McCormick 
became  very  violent. 

Pohce-constable  Menzies  stated  that  he  helped  to 
arrest  the  prisoners  on  the  Greeny  Bank.  McCormick 
started  kicking  and  biting,  and  was  violent  all  the 
way  to  the  police-station. 

Police-constable  Lynn  stated  that  McCormick 
behaved  like  a  madman,  shouting  that  it  would 
take  ten  men  to  lock  him  up.  Dawson  was  keeping 
a  look  out. 

About  twenty  convictions  having  been  put  in 
against  McCormick  and  Peascod,  who  pleaded 
guilty,  the  Bench  fined  them  each  £5  and  costs, 
with  the  option  of  two  months'  hard  labour,  for  the 
fishing  offence,  and  sent  McCormick  to  gaol  for  one 
month  without  any  option  for  the  assault  on  the 
police.  Dawson  was  fined  4()s.  and  costs,  with  the 
option  of  one  month's  liard  labour.  —  Carlisle 
Journal. 
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^offings  be  U)c  i^ag. 


Oh  !  pleasant,  pleasant  were  the  days 
The  time  when,  in  our  childish  plays. 
My  sister  Emmeline  and  I 
Together  chased  the  butterfly  ! 
A  very  hunter  I  did  rush 
Upon  the  prey  ; — with  leaps  and  springs 
I  jolloiv'd  on  from  brake  to  bush  ; 
But  she,  God  love  her  !  fear'd  to  brush 
The  dust  from  off  its  wings. 

 WOBDS  WORTH. 


Writing  from  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  Mr. 
Griffiths  says  that  the  welcome  rain  has  been 
app:-eeia.ted,  for  during  the  extreme  heat  tench 
were  on  the  top  of  the  water  in  large  numbers. 
The  season,  which  has  been  a  successful  one,  closed 
for  trout  on  Aug.  31.  Several  fish  up  to  21b., 
largest  41b.  9oz.,  taken  by  Lieut.  Wood,  Royal 
Welsh  Fusiliers. 


I  AM  indebted  to  Mr.  Thos.  Daws,  the  secretary 
to  the  Rother  Fishery  Association,  for  a  peep  at  an 
old  book,  published  over  one  himdred  years  ago, 
intituled  "  The  Angler's  Pocket  Book."  From  it 
I  quote 

The  Anglers'  Commandments. 

First.  Thou  shalt  not  fish  when  the  wind  is  cold, 
nor  shalt  thou  fish  within  the  length  of  thy  rod  and 
line  of  thy  brother  Angler.  ■ 

Second.  Thou  shalt  not  shew  thyself  to  the  fish, 
nor  let  thy  shadow  be  seen  on  the  water. 

Third.  Thou  shalt  not  Float-Fish  without 
plumbing  the  depth. 

Fourth.  Thou  shalt  not  Fly-Fish,  with  the  wind 
in  thy  face ;  nor  shalt  thou  let  thy  line  or  any  part 
thereof,  fall  on  the  water ;  but  the  fly  only,  if 
possible. 

i^Fifth.    Thou  shalt  not  fish  in  troubled  water. 
i^Sixth.    Thou  shalt  not  take  small  fish  with  large 
hooks. 

Seventh.  Thou  shalt  not  have  good  sport,  unless 
thou  strikest  the  moment  the  fish  bites,  nor  shalt 
thou  strike  too  hard. 

Eighth.  Tlaou  shalt  not  land  a  large  fish  without 
a  landing-net,  or  landing-hook  ;  nor  shalt  thou  be 
in  too  great  a  hurry  in  so  doing. 

Ninth.  Thou  shalt  not  make  paste  with  dirty 
hands. 

Tenth.  Thou  shalt  not  have  good  sport,  without 
good  baits,  rods,  lines  and  hooks. 


"  Very  Like  a  Whai,e  !  " 
"  On  the  afternoon  of  Aug.  30  three  young  men  of 
well-known  piety  and  veracity  left  the  Holyhead 
mail  jetty  in  a  sailing  boat  on  a  fishing  expedition. 
Having  arrived  at  a  suitable  spot  outside  the  harbour, 
the  boat  was  anchored.  Amongst  the  lines  utilised 
was  a  strong  conger-eel  line  baited  with  a  full-sized 
herring.  After  a  short  interval  a  prodigious  tug  was 
felt  on  this  line,  and  the  imited  strength  of  the  three 
men  proved  inadequate  to  regulate  the  movements 
of  the  creature  attached  to  the  hook.  The  fish 
impetuously  rushed  out  to  sea,  dragging  the  boat, 
anchor  and  all,  in  its  wake. 

*  *  *  * 

"  The  cause  of  the  commotion  at  last  appeared  on 
the  surface,  when  it  was  found  to  be  a  creature 
formed  on  the  lines  of  the  fabled  sea-serpent.  The 
men  alleged  that  it  had  a  monstrous  head  and  an 
enormous  mouth,  which  emitted  noises  reminiscent 
of  the  grunt  of  a  pig.  Along  the  whole  of  its  back 
were  large  fins,  and  its  colour  was  of  a  dull  grey. 
The  men  (pious  men)  further  allege  that  the  crea- 
ture's length  was  at  least  25ft.  When  it  appeared 
to  threaten  an  attack  on  the  boat  and  its  occupants, 
one  of  the  latter,  with  commendable  presence  of 
mind,  cut  the  line,  when  the  creature  immediately 
sank  into  the  depths  with  a  last  contemptuous 
flourish  of  its  tail."  [No  necessity  for  any  further 
flourish  to  this  "  pious  "  tale.] 


The  Blunt  Fish  Hook. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  related  my  experiences  whilst 
partaking  of  some  stewed  eels  at  a  city  restaurant. 
A  hook  which  had  not  been  neglected  by  the 
numerous  "  hands  "  through  which  it  passed — and 
on  to  my  plate — was  exceedingly  sharp  pointed. 
Fortunately  it  was  discovered  before  being  "  tasted." 
Perhaps  that  is  why  "  Dragnet  "  has  received  the 
following  from  Messrs.  A.  F.  Meisselbach  Bros.,  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  U.S.A. — 

"  In  looking  over  a  package  of  a  dozen  fishhooks, 
Wrapped  upon  four  ply  twisted  silkworm  gut  and 
sold  by  a  firm  having  a  reputation  for  careful 
inspection  and  excellent  work,  an  angler  discovered 
that  one  of  the  hooks  had  not  been  pointed,  It 
was  a  hook  of  good  size  ;  a  Kirby  Limerick  made  of 
eighteen  gauge  wire  and  japanned,  and  was  of  the 


best  quality  coming  in  that  form.  The  question 
in  his  mind  was  whether  all  the  workmen  who 
handled  that  hook  since  the  barb  was  cut  upon 
the  soft  wire  with  a  knife  were  blind,  or  absorbed 
with  thought.  To  understand  the  matter  it  is 
necessary  to  show  the  number  of  hands  the  hook 
must  ha\'e  passed  through  after  having  been  barbed 
on  the  straight  wire.  It  passed  from  the  '  barber  ' 
to  the  pointer,  or  the  person  whose  duty  it  is  to 
file  up  the  point.  He  passed  it  on  to  the  bender 
without  touching  it  with  a  file,  and  the  boy,  or 
girl,  who  gave  it  its  form  with  the  '  jig  '  did  not 
notice  that  it  was  pointless. 

*  *  *  * 

"  The  hook  with  its  mates  went  into  the  hardenifig 
basket  and  came  out  as  brittle  as  glass  and  another 
man  reduced  it  to  the  proper  temper.  Tlien  it  was 
pickled  to  remove  the  fire  scale  and  passed  on  to 
the  neutralising  bath  of  potash  lye  and  thence  to 
clean  hot  water  to  remove  the  lye.  The  hook  was 
then  dried  and  went  to  the  j  apanner.  From  the  dip 
in  black  \-arnish  it  went  with  its  fellows  into  the 
baking  oven  and  came  out  as  blunt  as  it  went  in. 
Now  came  the  coimting  and  packing.  The  girl 
who  handled  this  particular  hook  failed  to  see  that 
it  was  pointless.  She  counted  it  with  143  others, 
wrapped  a  band  of  yellow  paper  around  the  bunch, 
and  slid  them  all  into  a  white  drawer  box,  properly 
labelled  as  far  as  shape  was  concerned,  but  lacking 
the  designating  number.  This  was  supplied  by 
another  girl  with  pen  and  iiak  and  the  gross  of  hooks 
went  into  a  larger  carton  with  143  similar  packages, 
making  a  great  gross  in  all. 

*  *  *  * 

"  Next  it  appeared  in  the  custom  house  and  the 
importer  passed  it  along  to  the  jobber,  who  in  tm-n 
sold  it  to  a  man  who  employed  girls  to  tie  hooks 
upon  the  gut  snells.  The  particular  girl  who  sewed 
this  particular  hook  upon  the  four  strands  of  the 
early  product  of  the  silkworm  evidently  failed  to 
notice  that  it  was  pointless.  She  made  a  good  job 
of  the  wrapping  with  waxed  linen  thread  and 
touched  it  up  with  shellac.  Then  another  bright 
girl  deftly  tied  the  loop  after  the  gut  had  been 
soaked  to  softness  in  tepid  water.  Next  this  and 
eleven  or  five  other  hooks  of  the  same  size  were 
inclosed  in  special  wrapper  with  a  label  attached  to 
it. 

*  >»  «  >i< 

"  The  question  is,  How  did  that  hook  pass 
through  the  hands  of  more  than  a  score  of  operatives 
and  get  into  the  finished  condition  without  any  of 
them  noticing  that  it  was  without  the  necessary 
entering  point  ?  It  is  up  to  William  J;.  Waltzinger 
to  explain  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  th  writer  is  in 
a  measure  culpable.  Waltzinger  gave  up  selling 
tackle  over  a  year  ago  to  go  into  the  manufacture 
of  reels  and  novelties  with  Meisselbach  Brothers. 
The  defective  hook  has  been  in  a  tackle  book  for 
eighteen  months  and  the  lack  of  point  was  not 
noticed  until  the  discovery  was  made  by  a  physician 
when  he  went  into  the  outfit  of  a  companion  to 
borrow  a  porgy  hook.  Hence  this  screed  about  a 
little  thing  which  left  a  modest  shop  in  England 
half  a  dozen  years  ago,  and  its  manifest  unfitness 
for  duty  passed  under  perhaps  hundreds  of  vigilant 
eyes  and  was  not  discovered  until  it  met  a  clam." 


Thus  saith  a  master  of  the  gentle  art : — 

If  you  would  fill  your  creel 

With  char  or  lively  eel, 
Fish  when  a  storm  is  drawing  near  your  part ; 

But  start  to  fish  for  trout 

Twelve  hours  or  thereabout 
After  the  centre  of  the  storm  has  passed. 

Under  a  rising  glass 

Trout  quickest  come  to  grass  : 
A  falling  glass  to  bottom  drives  them  fast. 

— Dun  Midge,  Paraphrast. 


A  Good  Hook. 
Fishing  some  private  water  recently,  Mr.  R.  W. 
Fisher,  secretary  of  the  Redditch  Angling  Club, 
landed  some  good  bream  and  roach  (total  weight, 
37|lb.)  in  less  than  six  hours'  fishing.  He  was 
using  one  of  Wyers  Freres'  No.  11  Crystal  hooks 
on  fine  drawn  gut.  [Without  a  doubt,  these 
"  Crystals  "  are  very  "  killing."] 


"  Wax,ton  mentions  that  so  many  smelts  came 
up  the  river  in  his  time  that  not  fewer  than  two 
thousand  persons  became  anglers  in  one  day,  between 
London  Bridge  and  Greenwich."  [Some  anglers 
may  be  aware  that  it  is  a  long  time  ago  since 
Walton  "  mentioned  "  it.  The  L.C.C.  have,  during 
the  warm  weather,  been  running  a  fleet  of  steam- 
boats from  London  Bridge  to  Greenwich,  and 
as  a  passenger  on  one  particularly  fine  and  warm 
evening  I  could  not  espy  a  solitary  angler  out 
after  smelts.  There  were,  however,  a  few  smells. 
O  tempora  I  0  mores  I] 


My  friend  "  Tom  "  writes  :  "  To  show  how  little 
we  know  of  the  fish  of  the  Amazon,  Rio  Negro, 
etc.,  Mr.  Alfred  Russel  Wallace  says  in  his  most 
interesting  book,  '  My  Life  Record  of  Events  and 
Opinions  '  :  '  I  give  here  a  few  copies  of  the  drawings 
I  iirade  of  about  200  species  of  Rio  Negro  fishes, 
which  I  had  hoped  to  increase  to  double  that 
number,  had  I  remained  in  the  comitry.  Many  of 
the  species  are  very  like  some  of  our  commonest 
river  fish — such  as  gudgeon,  dace,  roach,  tench, 
and  bream,  and  I  have  drawings  of  no  less  than 
sixty-five  species.'  "  He  gives  six  figures  of  some 
of  these  extraordinary  fish,  and  says  : — 

*  *  *  * 

"'The  remaining  two  figures  6  and  6  serve  to 
illustrate  the  family  Cichlidm,  one  of  the  most 
abimdant  and  characteristic  groups  of  South 
American  fishes.  All  are  of  moderate  size,  and 
feed  partially  or  entirely  on  vegetable  substances, 
especially  fruits  which  grow  on  the  river  banks, 
and  when  ripe  fall  into  the  water.  They  are  caught 
with  fruits  as  a  bait,  and  the  fisherman  gently 
lashes  the  water  with  his  rod  so  as  to  imitate  the 
sound  of  falling  fruit,  thus  attracting  the  fish. 
Some  of  these  are  the  most  delicious  fish  in  the 
world,  both  delicate  and  fat  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  water  in  which  they  are  boiled  is  always  served 
at  table  in  basins,  and  is  very  delicious  broth — 
quite  different  to  any  meat  broth  and  equal  to  the 
best.  It  is  more  like  a  very  rich  chicken  broth 
than  anything  else.  I  obtained  twenty-two  species 
of  this  family  of  fishes,  the  little  Pterophyllum 
scalaris,  called  the  butterfly  fish,  being  one  of  the 
most  fantastic  of  fresh-water  fishes.  The  other, 
Cichlosoma  severum,  is  one  of  the  best  for  the  table.' 

*  *  ♦  * 
Really,  Tom,  these  Amazon  fish  are  amazin'. 

I  must  ask  my  cook  not  to  bother  about  any  more 
chicken  broth,  but  just  to  get  me  a  few  Cichlidos 
{not  fair  lydy),  Pterophyllum  scalaris,  Cichlosoma 
severum,  etc.,  and  let  me  have  a  large  basinful  of 
it — hot,  delicate,  fat,  and  well  done. 


When  the  Fish  Bite  Free. 
De  folks  in  dis  ol'  country 

Is  happy  es  kin  be 
When  de  shade  is  on  do  river 

En  de  fish  bite  free. 
No  politics  can  move  me— 

Kase  all  I  want's  a  tree 
On  de  green  side  er  a  river 

War  de  fish  bite  free. 

En  bless  de  Lawd  dat  fishin' 

In  all  de  Ian'  is  free, 
En  you  gits  de  good  you  wishin' 

W'en  de  fish  bite  free. 

— Atlanta  Constitution. 


A  CERTAIN  town  cormcil,  after  a  protracted  sitting, 
was  desirous  of  adjourning  for  luncheon.  The 
proposition  was  opposed  by  the  mayor,  who  thought 
that  if  his  fellow  councillors  felt  the  stimulus  of 
hunger  the  despatch  of  business  would  be  much 
facilitated.  At  last  an  illiterate  member  got  up  and 
exclaimed:  "I  ham  astonished,  I  ham  sm-prised, 
I  ham  amazed,  Mr.  Mayor,  that  you  will  not  let  us 
go  to  lunch  !  "  "  I'm  surprised,"  exclaimed  one  of 
his  colleagues,  "  that  a  gentleman  who  has  got  so 
much  ham  in  his  mouth  wants  any  lunch  at  all  !  " 


A  New  Bait  for  Perch. 
Messrs.  Booth  and  Giles,  in  a  day's  fishing  at 
Oulton  Broad,  captured  one  himdred  perch,  best 
fish,  1  lb.  14oz.  ;  best  fifty-five,  381b.    They  were 
all  caught  on  live  shrimps. 


To-day  (Saturday)  the  three-day  Sea  Festival 
commences  at  Hastings.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the 
entries  are  very  satisfactory,  and  a  little  bird 
^whispers  to  me  that  if  I  will  only  come  down  the 
weather  will  be  right  and  fish  plentiful.  Nous 
verrons. 

»  *  •  »  » 

By  the  way,  an  outing  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  22,  by  the  Lychnobite  Anglers.  The  venue 
is  Leigh-on-Sea,  and  although  they  may  not  capture 
many  giant  skate,  they  will  be  certain  to  enjoy 
thernselves.  Several  lady  members  (for  whom 
special  prizes  have  been  awarded)  will  accompany 
the  happy  "Lychnos." 

*  *  •  * 

Three  members  of  the  above  society  (Messrs. 
G.  T.  Wilkes,  A.  Brand,  and  C.  Good)  had  a  day  on 
the  Bedford  Ouse  among  the  bream  and  roach- 
some  of  the  bream  nearly  51b.  each.  Their  average 
takes  were  231b.  4oz.    [A  Good  Brand,  Mr.  Wilkes  !] 

Dkaqnbt. 
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For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TRODT  TACKLE 

OUR  SPECIAL  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  ROD. 

ITERY  SUPERIOR. 

3  joints,  hickory  Imtt,  greenheart  centres,  2  tops,  liutton,  Inonzeil  fittings,  in  bag  complete : 
15  ft.,  35/-;  16  ft.,  10/-;  17  ft.,  45/-;  IS  ft.,  50/-;  19  ft.,  55/-;  20  ft.,  60/-. 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

2  joints,  all  greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings  :  8  ft.  Si  ft.,  9  ft.,  9i  ft.,  or  10  ft.,  10/6  ; 
lOi  ft.,  11  ft.,  lli  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  12/6. 

This  Mod  will  be  found  everything  that  can  he  desired  both 
in  finish,  and  action. 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Rang-e,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


Stockingrs,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


WADERS, 

DD^^I  I  ETC  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
OrWyVaWCOj        fortaWe  Brogue  made,  25/-. 


Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-. 

pair  Guaranteed. 


See  oup  "Anglers*  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,  An^n^R^^rort,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Actua.!    Size— Best  Sn^lisln  lVi:a.ke. 

_  -P'NCERS 

__SHPJ.CUTTER 
SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 

LARGE  WIRE  CUTJER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


GRAYLING  SEASON,  1906, 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

are  known  and  used  everywhere,  and  the  reason  is 
that  no  better  can  be  had. 


MR.  FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  (General  Manager  for 
Walbran  Limited)  has  a  world-wide  reputation  aa  a  grayling  fisher  and 
has  during  the  past  45  years  fished  almost  every  grayling  stream  of  note  in 
England.  His  personal  attention  is  given  to  every  order,  small  or  large,  and  his 
advice  will  be  freely  given  to  any  customer  requiring  it.  ' 

Special  patterns  faithfully  copied;  Jackson's,  Whitakcr's,  Theakstono's 
Pritt's,  flolt's,  Halford's,  and  all  other  authorities'  flies  supplied  either  on  gut' 
hair,  or  eyed  hooks.  ' 

ANGLERS  READ:- 

"  GRAYLING,  AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM."   By  F.  M.  Walbhan 
2/6  post  free. 

"THE  BOOK  OF  THE  GRAYLING."  By  T.  E.  Pritt.  Price  5/6-  Edition 
de  Luxe,  7/6.    Postage,  3d.  extra.  ^  ' 

"  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED."  An  up-to-date  anglincr  guide  to  both 
salt  and  fresh  water  fishing.  By  P.  G.  Aflalo  and  Fbancis  M  Walbean 
Price  4Jd.  post  free. 


Price 


SEND  TO-DAY  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 


OKLT  ADDRESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED, 


Central  City  Office  and  Showrooms :  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

(By  the  side  of  the  West  Riding  Hotel.) 

Telegrams:  "Halcyon.  Leeds.' 


Telejrrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 

His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KIHG  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  JJE WARK-OJJ-treut. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Taokle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World, 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 


Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check 
aluminium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout.  ' 
3  in.  3J  in.  4  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/- 


H  in. 
13/- 


5  in. 

14/-  each. 


The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES^OST  FREE. 


LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

CoppldoF  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea.  and  Dining  Cars.  Quickest  Train  Service.  London 
Birmingham,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAL  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,   SEPTEMBER,  1906. 


AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

London  (Euston)   dep. 

6.15 

9.55 

10.  0 

10.  5 

11.30 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

Edinburgh  (Princea-st.)  arr. 

3.  0 

6.10 

7.55 

5.  0 

6.15 

7.55 

4.20 

g^.a 

7.  5 

9.18 

4.34 

■g,g  - 

7.15 

9.33 

a8.54 
5.30 

Perth    ,, 

.20  to 
.  10.0 
l)gh.6 

8.  0 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

b7.15 

8.45 

9.  5 

10.20 

Inverness  (via  Aberdeen)  ,, 

PM 

2.  0 

10.30 
10.20 
11.  8 
11.22 

4.45 
12.25 
C5.10 

1.  6 

3.  5 
08.55 
c7.35l 


PM 

7.45 
AM 


A4.40 
a9.  8 


PM 

8.  0 
AM 


8.50 
5.20 

6.35 
7.15 
9.45 
12.  5 


PM 

8.50 
AM 
6.40 


C1155 
8.35 


6.15 

d7..')9 
c8.17| 


PM  \ 
9.  0 
AM  j 


PM  I  PM 
11.35  11.. ^0 
AM  I  AM 


—     7.35  — 


C2.22 

IdS.Soj 
1.50 
!d9.45 
|dn25l 
I  2.  0| 
'  6.  0 


7.. 50 
9.49 
9.10 


A— This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 
B— Saturdays  e.vcepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,    b— Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.   Wednesdays  and 
Fndays.  c— hundays  e.xcepted.  d— On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenoclc  8.16a.m.,  Perth  8  45  a  m 
Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m.  o.™  o.iu. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  and  N  W  Railway 
,„„„  •  ilH-LAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 

September,  1906.  ' 
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Pfovineial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mormng. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Monday  next  will  under  any  circumstances  be 
another  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the 
Birmingham  Association.  The  annual  contest 
takes  place  on  this  day  in  the  River  Nene  at 
Oundle,  and  hundreds  of  our  members  are 
looking  forward  to  the  outing  and  contest. 
Fine  weather  will  make  the  affair  an  enjoyable  one, 
but  if  it  is  wet  it  will  not  deter  a  great  number 
from  participating  in  the  great  annual  angling 
carnival.  Hundreds  will  visit  the  place  who  ha\-e 
never  been  before,  and  it  will  be  the  means  of 
opening  up  a  new  fishing  ground.  The  large  silver 
challenge  cup,  valued  at  ov^r  £50,  together 
with  £100  in  money  prizes,  will  be  contested 
for.  All  our  rivers  are  low  and  badly  in  want 
of  rain,  but  still  sport  all  round  has  been  good. 
Roach  have  been  taken  with  the  jnaggot  and  wasp 
grub  between  Bewdley  and  Bridgnorth  ;  sport  with 
these  fish  has  been  up  to  the  average,  and  they 
have  been  of  a  good  size ;  several  contests 
were  fished  in  this  portion  of  the  river  on 
Sept.  2,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  contestants  suc- 
ceeded in  weighing  in  fish.  A  number  of  our 
clubs  were  down  the  river  in  the  Worcester  neigh- 
bourhood, and  successfully  brought  off  their 
contests.  Eefford  and  Pershore  were  visited 
on  Sunday  last  by  several  clubs,  contest  fishine. 
The  Trent  is  low.  but  the  takes  of  fish  h<ive  been 
good.  The  White  Swan  water  at  Yoxall  has 
provided  some  good  roach  fishing;  one  of  the  mem- 
hers  caught  thirteen  fish  which  weighed  over  1 1  lb. 
The  fish  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat  and  gentles. 
Pool-fishing  in  the  park  at  Sutton  is  good,  also 
roach  are  taking  the  stewed  wheat.  A  fine  fish  has 
just  bepn  caught  from  Blackroot  pool  which  weighed 
lib.  12oz.  The  waters  at  Gravelly  Hill,  together 
with  Plants  brook,  have  provided  some  good  catches  ; 
canal  fishing  also  remains  good  all  roimd.  The  heat 
wave  has  passed  over  us,  and  we  are  now  having 
cooler  weather,  with  nice  light  breezes. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Southrey  lengths  of  the  Witham  have 
afforded  some  good  sport  with  roach,  many  of  the 
fish  weighing  l^lb.  each,  and  individual  bags  have 
gone  up  to  lijlb.  The  members  of  the  Sportsmen's 
Inn,  Cambridge-street,  Sheffield,  fished  their  annual 
match  in  the  Southrey  waters,  and  the  first  prize- 
winner (Mr.  Bowler)  secured  Clb.  15|oz.  Forty-two 
anglers  subsequently  took  part  in  a  sweepstake,  and 
the  winner  was  Mr.  Maddison,  of  Lincoln,  who 
creeled  61b.  13|oz.  The  total  weight  landed  was 
between  nine  stone  and  ten  stone.  In  the  Kirkstead 
district,  just  now,  tench  are  forming  a  leading  item, 
and  many  good  fish  have  been  killed  up  to  3  Jlb. 
The  Cowbridge  and  Hobhole  drains  are  meeting 
with  a  lot  of  support  from  those  who  make  Boston 
their  headquarters,  and  some  enormous  quantities 
of  roach,  perch,  and  bream  are  being  taken  every 
day.  The  best  bream  fishing,  however,  is  still  being 
obtained  on  the  Glen  at  Surfleet. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  Ancholme  is  now  at  its  best,  and  in 
most  of  the  favourite  resorts  anglers  are  having  very 
good  results,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  are  being  taken, 
and  roach  up  to  l^lb.  each,  both  creed  wheat  and 
maggots  accounting  for  good  catches  of  fish.  The 
West  Hull  A.  A  held  a  pegged  down  match 
at  Saxby  on  Sept.  3,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  Tom 
Carber  taking  first  prize  with  71b.  3oz.  of  nice 
bream  and  roach,  Mr.  Will  Crossland  coming  in 
second  with  51b.  14Joz.,  and  Mr.  Frank  Carle  third 
with  51b.  14oz.,  the  other  competitors  having  very 
fair  catches,  although  the  weather  was  intensely 
hot  at  the  time.  Some  very  nice  catches  of 
roach  are  now  being  made  with  paste 
in  the  lower  portions  of  the  River  Hull  at 
Wawne,  Cicey  and  Dimswell,  the  tides  this  week 
being  very  favourable,  and  will  be  up  to  the  middle 
of  next  week,  when  anglers  then  should  make  for 
the  upper  portion  of  the  river,  but  should  we  have 
a  slight  rainfall  and  westerly  wind  then  the  lower 
portion  will  be  best  especially  with  paste  used  well 
on  the  bottom.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now 
fishing  remarkably  well,  and  catches  of  from  81b.  to 
101b.  of  fish  at  a  sitting.  The  Ludd  in  Lincolnshire 
is  also  providing  very  good  sport,  and  the  roach  are 
of  very  fair  size. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Worsley,  as  anticipated,  was  on  Sept.  1  all  alive 
with  anglers,  and  despite  the  tropical  weather  sport 
was  above  the  average.  The  silver  challenge  shield 
was  won  by  the  Wheatsheaf  A.  S.,  Bolton,  their 


success  was  richly  merited.  The  championship 
was  secured  by  J.  E.  Parker,  Clifton,  and  the  silver 
m'i'dal  by  H.  Shuttleworth,  Bolton.  To-daj.  the 
Stockport  Federation  are  competing  for  thsir  hand- 
some challenge  shield,  and  there  is  an  open  match 
at  Leigh  promoted  by  the  Standard  Mower  A.S. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  Saturday  (Sept.  1)  our  clubs  were  very 
ciuiet  in  club  contests,  owing  to  the  big  match  at 
Worsley  ia  which  so  many  were  entered.  After  the 
contest  many  visited  the  dahlia  show  in  this  village, 
three  Ardwick  rods  got  so  interested  that  they 
missed  the  last  train,  but  got  safely  home  at  noon 
on  Sept.  2.  Important  contests  were  fished  by  the 
Lamb  Angling  Society  (S.  Smith  taking  the  first), 
and  the  Welcomb  .Angling  Society  (J.  Newton  taking 
the  first).  The  Moss  Side  Socials  conclude  their 
championship  competition  this  week  end. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Needless  to  say  the  "heat  wave"  has  affected 
angling  pursuits  on  the  Trent,  which,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  was  running  at  a  lower  level  than 
ever  I  can  remember.  Jlaiiy  parts  of  the  river  were 
actually  fordable  in  one's  slices  and  soclis.  Barbel 
have  taken  possession  of  deeper  waters,  channels  so 
to  speak,  and  fairly  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on 
the  Colwick  and  Holme  Pierrepont  stretches  below 
Nottingham  ;  the  fish  were  tempted  with  the  worm 
in  the  early  morning,  and  again  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  "Lobs  '  are  at  a  premium,  and  no  wonder, 
considering  the  long  absence  of  rain.  Plenty  of 
roach  have  been  bagged  with  stewed  wheat,  gentles, 
and  bread  paste ;  whilst  some  big  chub  have  been 
creeled  at  Clifton  and  Burton  Joyce  with  wasp  grub, 
fished  in  the  streams  on  extremely,  light  tackle. 
Capital  takes  with  the  same  kind  of  lure  have  been 
effected  on  the  Holme  Pierrepont  lengths  by  Mr.  H. 
E.  Birks  and  Mr.  W.  Page.  At  Shardlow.  Mr.  F.  W. 
K.  Wallis,  Mr.  E.  Charlton,  and  other  member's  of 
the  City  Wellington  Society  have  occasionally 
excelled  amongst  barbel.  The  river,  however,  is 
.very  dirty  as  regards  bottom  weed,  and  the  favourite 
barbel  swims  will  have  to  be  raked  before  much 
further  success  is  met  with. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  the  thermometer  at  ninety-six  in  the  shade, 
very  few  sought  the  banks  of  the  river ;  but  in  the 
early  mornings  and  evenings  good  sport  was  had  in 
places.  Some  excellent  baskets  of  grayling  and 
dace  were  caught  in  the  Teme  with  both  maggot 
and  fly.  Mr.  Gus  Proberts  cauQ;ht  a  splendid  perch, 
21b.  7oz.,  on  the  club  water  at  Leigh,  and  it  is  being  set 
up  by  Cooper  to  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Fountain  Club. 
Mr.  H.  Blackwell,  fishing  the  Worcester  City  Club 
water.  Lower  Teme,  caught  a  mixed  basket  of  chub, 
trout,  and  grayling  on  Sept.  3,  151b.  ;  Sept.  4  11  lb.; 
the  maggot  the  bait.  Messrs.  E.  Hill,  R.  Thomp- 
son, and  four  others  of  the  Working  Men's  Club, 
caught  in  the  Severn  near  Severn  Stoke,  on 
Sept.  2,  about  1  cwt.  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace 
between  them  on  Sept.  2.  Wheat  the  bait  used. 
Mr.  Bowen,  Secretary  Fountain  Club,  a  fine  basket 
of  roach.  Mr.  E.  D.  Davies  and  a  friend  a  large 
creelful  of  fish  each  at  Upton  on  Severn,  fishing 
from  a  boat,  and  Messrs.  Mapp  and  others  had  large 
baskets  of  roach  from  the  river  at  Severn  Stoke. 
The  big  contest  between  the  thirteen  clubs  of  the 
city  which  takes  place  on  Saturday  afternoon 
promises  to  be  the  largest  in  numbers  and  prizes  that 
the  Association  has  held,  as  it  is  being  looked  forward 
to  with  more  than  ordinary  interest ;  the  arrange- 
ments are  well  in  hand.  The  rivers  are  all  very  low 
and  fine,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  the  rivers  low  and  clear  and  out  of  condition 
generally,  and  tropical  weather  prevailing,  little 
wonder  that  angling  has  with  many  been  neither 
profitable  nor  enjoyable  sport.  Fly  fishors  have 
done  best  in  the  early  morning  and  the  late  evening. 
The  season's  coarse  fishing  matches  by  members  of 
local  angling  clubs  are  drawing  to  a  close.  Last 
Saturday  witnessed  the  last  of  several  of  the  summer 
competitions.  Among  these  was  that  of  the  Leeman- 
road  Club,  who  visited  Scoreby,  D.  Wrigglesworth 
made  a  large  catch  of  61b.  7|oz.,  and  had  the 
biggest  roach ;  H.  Blackford  came  next  with 
21b.  15oz.,  and  J.  H.  Smith  third,  21b.  3-(oz. 
T.  Webster  had  a  fine  dace  and  G.  Parkinson 
hooked  the  largest  perch,  whilst  honour  for  the 
largest  fish  belonged  to  H.  Blackford.  York  Cattle 
Market  A.  A.  closed  their  matches  at  Low  Catton, 
when  A.  Harrison  made  the  heaviest  catch, 
21b.  Ifoz.  The  aggregate  prize,  cup  and  medal, 
fell  to  him,  he  having  in  the  first  match 
caught  41b.  8|oz.  St.  Olaves  Angling  Club  fished 
their  second  match  at  Linton-on-Ouse,  A.  Sherwood 
having  the  heaviest  weight  at  the  scales,  21b.  Soz. 


Tho  City  Arm?  Angling  Association  closed  the 
season  at  Scoreby;  and  E.  Kendal  headed  the 
winners.  The  York  and  District  Adult  Schools 
had  their  annual  match  on  Sept.  1  at  Beningbrough, 
over  100  anglers  assembling  from  the  thirteen  schools. 
A  broiling  sun  and  a  wretched  state  of  the  water 
were  the  conditions,  but  there  were  good  results ; 
Layerthorpe  having  91b.  5ioz.  ;  Central,  71b.  3oz.  ; 
Laurence-street,  41b.  14|oz.;  and  Bishophill,  4Ib.l4oz. 
Mr.  Holmes,  of  the  Central,  won  the  special  medal 
for  the  best  individual  catch  of  31b.  lOoz.,  whilst 
Mr,  Benson,  South  Bank,  took  the  special  for 
the  largest  fish.  It  is  worth  recording  that 
the  first  three  schools  occupied  the  same 
position  on  two  previous  occasions ;  se\  ei  al  York 
anglers  did  well  at  the  Black  Ox  Annual  Competition. 
Harry  Houseman  won  the  ten-guinea  challenge 
cup  and  gold  medal,  he  having  weighed  in  21b.  15oz., 
the  catch  consisting  mostly  of  dace,  grayling  and 
roach.  No.  2  winner  was  Jas.  NichoLon,  Leeming 
Bar;  P,  W.  S.  Bygate,  York,  was  third  winner, 
J.  Mennell,  York,  fourth,  and  other  York  winners 
were  G.  A.  White,  T.  D.  Scott,  G.  Woolford,  and 
A.  E.  Newey. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  hot  and  bright,  spDrt, 
therefore,  has  been  much  retarded  in  all  depart- 
ments. Sea  angling  has  furnished  fine  sport  generally 
along  the  southern  and  western  coasts — a  big 
variety  of  fish  being  hid  at  the  principal  fishing 
stations.  At  the  last  Cahirciveen  Petty  Sessions  a 
memorial  was  transmitted  by  his  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  which  was  received  by  him  from 
Eugene  Sulliv.in,  of  Garrydine,  praying  for  a 
reduction  of  the  fine  (£5)  which  was  inflicted  on 
him  at  the  previous  Petty  Sessions  for  salmon 
poaching.  The  magistrates  declined  to  recommend 
a  reduction  of  the  fine. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  flaxwater  pollution  is  slowly  passing  away. 
Unfortunately,  it  will  do  more  harm  before  it  finally 
disappears  for  the  season.  Netting  ceased  legally 
at  the  mouths  of  the  Foyle,  Roe,  Bann,  Erne, 
Bunduff,  Owentocker,  Glenties,  Clyde,  Dee,  and 
Boyne.  This  will  give  salmon  and  sea-trout  a 
chance  of  getting  to  the  inland  waters.  Flaxwater 
played  havoc  in  the  six-mile  water  recently, 
scores  of  trout  up  to  21b.  and  31b.  having  been 
killed  by  this  infernal  stuff.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  of  the  delincjuents  will  be  made  amenable. 
The  R.I.C.  (Belfast)  A.  C.  had  a  day  at  Moira  on 
Aug.  28.  The  Lagan  was  out  of  order  for  trout 
fishing,  and  the  members  devoted  their  energies  to 
bream  fishing,  the  canal  being  a  very  good  place  for 
that  species  of  game.  Among  the  catches  made 
were  the  following  : — Constable  Graham,  eighteen  ; 
Constable  M'Garry,  twelve ;  Constable  Sullivan, 
four  ;  and  Sergeant  Hughes,  two  bream.  Tho  club 
will  have  a  trout  fishing  competition  on  Sept.  25. 
The  venue  has  not  yet  been  laid. 


ilofcs  from  t^)c  ^ovtf). 


The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  and  the  yoimg 
Princes  are  enjoying  some  loch  fishing  on  Loch 
Muick  and  others  in  the  vicinity. 


Captain  Beatty  has  taken  Invercauld  House 
forest  and  fishings.  There  are  five  or  six  miles  of 
it,  and  although  the  waters  are  excessively  low, 
yet  his  guests  are  getting  some  good  sport. 


In  spite  of  the  small  waters  some  very  fine 
fish  are  being  killed  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Deo.  M.  Riviere,  who  rents  the  Park  Dee  water, 
had  a  fresh-run  beauty  of  191b.  on  'Aug.  31,  and 
others  up  and  down  have  also  had  one  or  two  of 
lighter  weights. 


Dr.  Stewart's  guests  on  the  Hydro  Water  and 
Mr.  Freeman  on  the  Murtle  section  are  getting  a 
good  few  sea-trout  and  finnock. 


The  Countess  of  Suffolk  has  the  Grandholm 
Don  Water,  but  does  not  fish  it  till  October,  when 
the  thick  of  the  autumn  fish  are  about. 


H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  having  a  splendi<l 
time  of  it  on  her  waters  on  the  Upper  l5ee,  and  has 
already  rim  up  a  big  score  for  the  short  time  she  has 
been  on  Deeside. 


There  is  still  some  hope  of  a  good  autumn  yet. 
and  as  I  write  the  weather  has  broken  considerably, 
and,  with  it,  indications  of  rain. 

Speciai  Scotch. 


September  8,  1906 


THE  PAST  SEASON  ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 

The  Loch  Leven  angling  season  just  closed  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  the  yield  to  the  rod  being 
the  largest  for  five  years  and  more  than  double 
the  previous  season,  and  is  a  good  average  one. 
This  result  is  all  the  more  gratifying  when  it  is 
considered  that  six  years  ago  the  returns  showed 
a  capture  of  23,811  trout,  the  highest  on  record, 
^hree  years  afterwards  it  had  simk  to  the  lowest, 
namely,  2002,  while  it  now  shows,  tliree  years 
later,  a  complete  recovery,  the  catch  for  the  past 
season  being  16,895  trout,  14,3811b.  12oz.  With 
the  loch  now  freer  froiiji  pike  than  it  ever  was 
before,  these  fish  being  almost  exterminated,  its 
future  pfospects  were  never  so  bright.  The  first 
half  of  the  season  was  very  cold,  and  there  were 
only  two  or  three  days  when  fly  fishing  was  prose- 
cuted with  success.  From  the  middle  of  June  to 
the  close  of  the  season  fish  rose  well  to  the  fly, 
and  excellent  sport  was  got.  July  was  very  pro- 
d>ictive,  and  seldom  were  so  many  anglers  out,  all  the 
boats  being  engaged.  The  catch  in  August  has 
only  once  been  exceeded,  and  the  season  has  closed 
with  a  heavy  stock  of  fish  left.  Evening  fishing 
was  the  most  successful  for  many  years. 

The  total  number  of  trout  killed  with  the  rod 
in  each  of  the  five  fishing  months  which  constitute 
the  season,  with  their  aggregate  weights,  are  given 

the  following  table  contrasted  with  the  corre- 
sponding months  of  the  two  previous  years  : — ■ 


lfl04  Trout  n>.  oz. 

April    188    273  8 

IVIay    945    lOfil  8 

June    625    679  4 

July   327    352  0 

August    3065    2326  . 12 


5150    4693  0 

1905  Trout  lb.  oz. 

April    376    372  8 

May    1034    868  4 

June    331    383  4 

July   1382    1407  4 

August    4953    4184  12 


8076    7216  0 

1906  Trout  II).  oz. 

AprU    601    567  4 

May   1613    1.552  12 

June    4418    4141  8 

July   3011    2906  8 

August    7252    5213  12 


16,895    14,381  12 

The  average  weight  per  trout  was  fully  15oz. 
up  to  the  end  of  August,  but  was  brought  down 
to  13|^oz.  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  fish  taken 
in  August,  and  is  the  lowest  for  five  years,  though 
it  is  an  average  for  the  loch.  The  heaviest  trout 
captured  weighed  31b.  lOoz.  Thirteen  trout  from 
3lb.  to  3Ib.  lOoz.  were  caught. 

Fifty-one  baskets  containing  201b.  of  trout  and 
upwards  were  brought  in.  The  best  catch  was 
"made  with  fly  on  June  28  by  Mr.  Pumphrey, 
Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Ashby,  Redhill,  who  had  at  a 
day's  fishing  forty-four  trout,  461b.  8oz.  The 
second  best  catch  was  made  by  Mr.  Steill,  Comrie, 
who  had  fifty,  391b. 

Thirty-eight  angling  clubs  competed,  and  there 
were  held  102  competitions  and  three  club  matches. 
The  number,  of  competitors  who  took  part  at  the 
club  competitions  was  1257,  an  increase  of  207. 
Their  average  catch  per  rod  was  31b.  IJoz.,  or 
1  lb.  4Joz.  more  than  the  vmfavourable  season  of 
last  year.  The  most  successful  club  holding  two 
competitions  and  upwards  was  Glasgow  Western, 
which  held  two,  at  which  twelve  members  took 
part,  and  had  an  average  weight  per  rod  of  71b.  4oz. 
This  club  had  the  "  record  "  club  catch  at  a  single 
competition  with  almost  12ilb.  per  rod.  Fishing 
at  the  August  competition  of  this  club,  Mr.  Henry 
Allan  had  the  top  prize  basket  of  the  season  with 
one  containing  twenty-five  (201b.  2oz.).  It  is  the 
heaviest  since  1897.  The  largest  number  of  trout 
captured  at  a  competition  was  by  the  Dundee  Club 
in  August,  when  nineteen  members  captured  with 
fly  189. 

Perch  fishing  was  almost  a  failure,  these  fish 
having  become  rather  scarce. 

Not  more  than  half  a  dozen  very  small  pike 
were  captured  with  the  rod  throughout  the  season, 
and  few  were  netted.  This  is  in  very  striking 
contrast  with  the  catches  of  three  years  ago,  when 
3726  pike,  weighing  14,0761b.,  were  taken. 

R.  B.  Laing. 

[The  report  of  the  Loch  Leven  Championship 
competition  will  appear  next  week.] 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


WHAT  IS  "ANGLING"? 


Mb.  Thomas  Lewis  presided  at  Bangor  Polico- 
court  recently,  when  Mr.  Runisoy  Williams  ap- 
peared on  behalf  of  W.  H.  liarnard,  ono  of  Lord 
Penrhyn's  keepers,  and  charged  Wm.  Roberts  and 
Caradoc  Williams  with  illegal  fishing.  Mr.  Thornton 
Jones  defended  Wm.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  David  Owen 
appeared  for  Caradoc  Williams.  After  the  case 
had  proceeded  for  some  time,  his  Honour  Judge 
Bryn  Roberts,  who  is  a  justice  of  tlio  peace  for 
Carnarvonshire,  took  his  seat  on  the  Bench,  being 
on  holiday. 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  maintained  that  both  actions 
must  fail,  because  the  section  imder  which  the 
actions  were  based  stated  that  if  the  implements 
with  which  the  alleged  offence  had  been  committed 
were  seized  there  could  be  no  proceedings. 

Mr.  Rumsey  Williams  said  his  friend  had  not  read 
the  whole  section,  the  point  of  which  laj-  in  the  word 
"  angler." 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  maintained  that  this  was  a 
case  of  angling.  There  was  a  rod — of  somewhat 
prehistoric  form,  it  is  true,  but  still  a  rod — (laughter) 
— and  a  line  and  hooks.  Dr.  Johnson  seemed  to  be 
the  only  man  who  had  ever  tried  to  define  what  an 
angler  was.  As  for  himself,  he  maintained  that 
what  his  client  had  done  was  "  angling." 

A  Magistrate  :  It  is  not  angling. 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  :  I  hold  it  is  angling  ;  you 
could  not  have  an  angle  without  a  rod  and  line. 

Capt.  Stewart :  You  mentioned  Dr.  Johnson  just 
now  ;  what  is  his  definition  of  an  "  angler  "  ? 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  :  He  said,  "  Angling  is  a  rod 
with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other." 
(Loud  laughter.)  But  I  don't  think  it  helps  us  in 
a  com-t  of  law. 

Capt.  Stewart :  But  you  can't  call  that  a  rod  ; 
it's  a  stick. 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  :  Well,  a  rod  is  a  stick. 

Capt.  Stewart :  I  say  a  rod  is  not  a  stick. 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  :  Well,  I  join  issue  with  you 
there,  sir. 

From  this  point  the  coiu-t  became  involved  in 
an  intricate  argument,  in  which  Mr.  Thornton 
Jones  differed  from  the  ( lerk  and  Mr.  Bryn  Roberts 
and  others  on  the  Bench,  and  finally  the  Bench 
and  the  clerk  (Mr.  Lloyd  Carter)  retired  to  discuss 
the  matter.  After  fifteen  minutes'  absence  the 
Bench  returned  to  the  court,  and  the  chairman 
announced  that  after  considering  the  case  in  all  its 
aspects,  the  Bench  felt  they  must  uphold  the 
objection  and  dismiss  the  case. 

Mr.  Rumsey  Williams :  Well,  I  am  very  sorry, 
sir.    It  makes  it  very  awkward. 

Mr.  Thornton  Jones  :  Well,  really  !  The  whtle 
thing  is  finished  with  ! 

Mr.  Rumsey  Williams :  Very  well,  then,  sir,  I 
apply  for  a  case. 

The  Bench  granted  the  application. — Liverpool 
Courier. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  C.  CoCKBUBN'  — ^Horsehair  requires  no  process 
to  make  it  ready  for  fishing.    Your  rod,  if  "  badly 
bent,"  should  be  sent  to  any  tackle*  dealer  near 
you  for  repairs. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  hy  our  Corresp07idents.] 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Deab  Sm, — A  very  candid  friend  who  has  had  a 
good  deal  of  experience  with  various  kinds  of  rods 
writes  to  me  his  opinion  on  their  comparative 
merits  as  follows  :  — 

"  To  go  back  to  Mr.  Marston's  first  statement 
about  the  relative  bends  of  split-cane  and  green- 
heart,  no  decent  cane-built  rod  would  give  such  a 
bend  as  illustrated.  I  have  a  '  Houghton  '  rod 
by  Hardy,  and  after  reading  what  Mr.  Marston  said 
1  tested  the  bending  propensity  very  carefully  first 
with  my  '  Houghton '  and  then  with  one  of 
Malloeh's  very  best  greenheart  rods.  The  curve 
given  by  the  'Houghton'  was  perfect  in  con- 
tinuity from  the  hand  to  the  very  tip,  every  inch 
doing  its  work,  thereby  setting  aside  Mr.  Marston's 
illustrated  statement." 

Let  me  here  interject  that  ray  correspondent 
does  not  seem  to  remember  that  you,  sir,  were 
writing  about  salmon  and  not  trout  fislyng,  whilst 
he  writes  of  a  trout  and  not  a  salmon  rod.  A 
material  that  is  good  for  trout  fishing  is  not  neces- 
sarily good  for  the  heavier  fish. 

Even  as  regards  trout-fishing,  however,  my 
piscatorial  friend  is  no  thick-and-thin  admirer  of 
split-cane,  for  he  goes  on  :  "  You  cannot  get  the 
same  power  out  of  split-cane,  diameter  for  dia- 
meter, as  you  can  out  of  greenlieart.    There  is  also 
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a  beautiful  steely  fii)ring  and  a  far  sweeter  air- 
cleavage  in  greenheart,  and  there  is  nono  of  that 
swoppy  feel  that  there  is  in  split-cane.  ...  I  think 
it  is  tho  multitudinous  bindings  or  wrappings  thiit 
ca\ise  this  deliiiioucy." 

I  do  not  in  the  least  agoo  with  some  of  those 
statements,  but  it  is  interesting  to  hoar  what  ex- 
perienced fisliermon  hav(>  to  say. 

My  correspondent  goes  on  to  discuss  the  action 
of  rods  by  Forrest,  Enright,  and  Farlow,  and  closes 
with  tho  remark,  "  I  am  in  agreement  with  Mr. 
Malloch  when  he  says  that  the  rod-makers  of 
twenty  years  ago  know  far  bettor  how  to  balan(;e  a 
rod  than  those  of  to-day.  A  perf(^(;t  rod  should 
have  an  equal  distribution  of  power  from  tip  to  butt, 
but  now,  unless  you  have  a  rod  made  to  order, 
they  turn  them  all  out  after  the  Castlo  Connoll 
type." 

For  my  part,  1  am  like  Don  Giovarmi,  a  universal 
lover.  To  handle  any  rod  is  an  intense  delight. 
But  wherever  I  go  in  England,  Scotland,  Ircsland, 
Wales,  the  Contiiient,  I  find  that  over  and  over 
again  the  greenheart  and  hickory  and  blue  mahoo 
men  have  accidents,  aiid  the  men  with  first-class 
split-cane  rods  do  not,  and  so  I  pin  my  faith  to  tho 
latter  ;  and  in  one  thing  I  do  not  in  the  least  under- 
stand my  correspondent's  taste — he  likes  tho  old 
rods.  I  think  that,  compared  with  the  charming 
forms  of  to-day,  they  are  utterly  milovablo,  or  if 
I  love  them  I  love  them  on  King.sley's  principle  of 
"for  old  sake's  sake."  On  scientific  and  aesthetic 
grounds  I  think  my  friend's  taste  truly  deplorable. 
But,  after  all,  his  predilection  for  the  ancient  doos 
not  affect  his  practice,  he  still  goes  on  adding  to 
his  collection  of  rods  just  as  we  most  of  us  do. 

I  hope  to  smash  any  number  of  tops  in  various 
kinds  of  wood  yet.  I  know  I  shall  succumb  to  the 
allurements  of  the  very  next  angling  catalogue 
that  comes  filong  (that  is  why  I  do  not  gi\'e  my 
name  and  address).  No  rod-niaker  need  be  afraitl 
or  wax  wrath.  Wo  shall  all  go  on  buying  every 
conceivable  kind  of  rod  from  loz.  upwards  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter. — Yours  truly,  A.  K. 

[I  almost  give  up  in  despair  the  attempt  to  show 
that  I  said  the  little  rough  sketches  I  originally 
put  in  were  made  by  the  printer  with  a  bit  of  brass 
rule,  merely  to  show,  not  the  ordinary  bend  of  a 
split-cane,  but  to  illustrate  in  an  exaggerated  way 
the  idea  I  wanted  to  suggest,  or  the  suggestion  I 
wanted  to  make — ^namely,  that  if  you  liad  two 
rods  as  near  alike  in  size  and  length  as  possiblp, 
the  greenheart  would  not  bend  so  much  as  the  split- 
cane  in  a  severe  tussle  with  a  fish  ;  in  fact,  that  the 
greenheart  would  have  to  break  before  it  would 
give  so  much  as  the  split-cane.  I  was  referring 
only  to  the  exceptional  strain  that  a  rod  gets  occa- 
sionally. I  often  wonder  split-cane  tops  are  not 
more  used  with  greenheart  lower  joints. — Ed.] 


WOOD,   OR  CANE,   OR  BOTH. 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  controversy  on  wood  or  cane 
rods — as  in  all  debates — the  extreme  participants 
are  getting  wider  apart,  and  the  moment  seems 
opportune  for  suggesting  the  appropriate  ending 
for  all  differences — "  compromise." 

Wood  is  splendid,  split-cane  likewise ;  each  in 
its  own  way,  which  is  not  the  way  of  the  other. 

Personally,  I  have  a  great  preference  for  a  wooden 
rod,  but  imfortunately  it  is  not  "  fool-proof,"  and 
for  myself,  "  A.  K.,"  and  many  others  (if  they  would 
only  frankly  "  own  \ip  "),  a  cane  rod  is.  in  this  im 
portant  respect,  more  in  our  way.  I  have  one  of 
Hardy's  9ft.  6in.  "  Perfection  "  rods,  whic^h  is  very 
nearly  up  to  its  name.  For  wel-Hy  fishing,  and 
the  finer  tackle  I  usually  employ  in  such  work,  it  is, 
however,  hardly  "  kind  "  enough  to  my  thinking. 
Some  time  ago,  as  the  result  of  a  con\'ei'satioi\  «  ith 
Mr.  Chambers,  the  tackle-maker,  of  iManeliPSter, 
I  got  from  him  a  9ft.  6in.  rod  built  up  of  alternating 
sections  of  washaba  and  split-cano,  and  in  this  rod 
I  believe  I  have  "  got  there,"  and  that  for  myself 
at  any  rate  I  have  tho  combined  advantages  of 
both  materials. 

One  of  my  candid  friends,  an  old  angler,  assures 
me,  however,  that  I  have  only  succeeded  in  uniting 
the  worst  features  of  both  materials.  Tot  homines, 
etc.  Nevertheless,  I  say,  if  your  rod  is  not  quite 
what  j'ou  want  (and  whose  rod  ever  is  ?),  try  my 
tip,  and  "  split  the  difference." — Yours  truly, 

E.  T.  Whitelow. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Deab  Sib, — Mr.  Hardy's  letter  is  really  rather 
amusing.  Why  "  M.  D.'s  "  letter  should  satisfy 
any  but  the  most  prejudiced  person  I  fail  to  see.  any 
more  than  why  Mv.  jNIalloch's  letter  should  not  do 
the  same  ;  and  I  should  fancy,  if  the  truth  were 
known,  INlr.  Malloch  has  killed  a  great  many  more 
salmon  than  Mr.  Hardy,  whatever  tho  difference 
may  be  in  the  number  of  greenheart  rods  tlicy  have 
each  made,  which  Mr.  H.  is  so'  confitlont  about. 
Then  Jlr.  Hardy  says  that  Mr.  Enriglit's  Ciist  at  the 
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WEYMOUTH 

The  ehapming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Unetiualleii  foi*  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  from 
Shore  and  Seam 

Abounding  in  Whiting,  Maekerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  all  Roek  Fish 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  C.  J.  Russell, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth 
or 

Mr.  A.  RowELL, 

Westham,  Weymouth. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  charmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 


SUMMER  TOURS  IN 
SCOTLAND, 

THE  GRANDEST  SEA-TRIPS  IN  BRITAIN 

AKE  THROUGH  THE 
SCOTTISH  WESTERN  ISLES. 

Official  Guide,  6<i.  Tourist  Programme  post  free  from 
DA  VID  MA  CBRA  YNE,  Ltd.,  119,  Hope  St.,  GLA  SGO  W 


GOOD . . 

Roach,  Bream,  Perch. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Bails,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Keasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 

FREE  . . 

FISHING 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-RATE   SALMON  FISHING. 

Fishing  on  River  Deveron  for  October, 
and  low  ground  Siiooting. 
J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


TO  ANGLING  ASSOCIATIONS 

OP  Private  Persons. 

FOR  SALE, 

as  the  owner  is  obliged  to  break  up  his  home, 

5  Specimens  ot  Mounted  I'ish,  by  Gowland, 
including  what  is  said  by  many  to  be  the 
handsomest  20-Ib.  Pike  in  the  country,  as  it  is 
only  3  feet  long  exactly,  and  thick  as  a  salmon. 
Apply,  Ijy  letter  or  iu  person  —  Rev.  J.  C. 
Parson,  Forest  Side,  Emsworth.  Station, 
Rowland's  Castle. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBVSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 

GRAND  LOT  OF  WASP  CAKE 

FOR  FISHING. 

Large  package,  1/-  ;  double  quantity,  2/-  ;  post 

free  from — 
ENOCH  JAMS,  Church  Street,  Lonjfton,  Staffs. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND 
CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Visitors  to   DEAL,  RAMSQATE, 

and  MARGATE  are  reminded  of  tlie 

EXCELLENT  FISHING 
OBTAINABLE  IN  THE  STOUR 

Cheap  Day  Tickets  from  local  Stations 
to  Grove  Perry  and  Slurry  Stations  on 
the  River. 

For  Full  particulars  of  Cheap  Tickets 
and  Fast  Trains  from  London,  write 
VINCENT  W.  HILL, 

General  Manager, 
London  Bridge  Station,  S.E 


LONDON  AND  NORTH 
WESTERN  RAILWAY. 


SUMMER  EXCURSIONS 

FROM 

EUSTON, 

KENSINGTON,  BROAD  STREET,  VICTORIA, 
WOOLWICH,  GREENWICH,  AND  OTHER 
LONDON  STATIONS  DURING 

SEPTEMBER. 

To  IRELAND,  every  THURSDAY  NIGHT. 
To  SCOTLAND,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT.' 
To  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES,  CAMBRIAN 
LINE,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT,  BLACK- 
POOL, &c.,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  ISLE  OF  IVIAN,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT  and 
SATURDAY  MORNING. 

To  LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT,  every  FRIDAY 
NIGHT. 

To  MANCHESTER  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

To  BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

Cheap  Trips  to  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY, 
inclnding  Coach  Drive  from  Kenilworth  to  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon ;  or  to  Stratford-on-Avon  by  rail 
direct,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday, 


FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  OBTAIN  A 
PAMPHLET  at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations 
or  Town  Offices,  or  write  to  the  Enquiry 
Office  at  Euston  Station.  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 
London,  1!)0C. 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURT. 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.     Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Charming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi- 
crafts of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds. 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA, 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK— BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mestrozzi's  Austrian  Band  of  37  Players. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  IN  the  EMPRESS  HALL. 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy,    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court. 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEL. 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Suljterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
1,000  Eyes.  Cavern  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  Sch5nbrunn, 
Semmering    Pass     Abazzia,    &c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Ca.fi  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or   DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAYS 
ATTRACTIVE. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

©eutecbe  ♦  . 


HngletseitunG, 


Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLING  PAPEF?  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Monthly.  Foreign  Annual  Subtoriptian,  m,  8. 

F.  ScimMER,  Berlin  W.  NeuenburgerSt.  14a. 


RHEUMATISM, 

SGIATIGA,  LUMBAGO,  &C., 
cured  by  using 


7f 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


I  w  Wholesale  only  of  ^ 
™ON&WESTAalTD 
/  ..JASTCHEAPLONDOM: 

I  Beware  of  Imifahons&insiston  having  \ 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply' 
ing  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 
Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS  for  2/3, 

BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS. 


REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   ■work    and   regular ,  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply,  ' 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


RHODES' 


7J 


"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos.  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 

In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &c.,  or 
1/3  post  free  from 

158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  QLASQOW. 


PLEASE  NOTE  CHANCE  OF  ADDRESS. 


Miss  EVELYN  J,  PAYNTER, 

Artificial  Fly  Dresser. 

November  to  June. 

Darling-hurst,  Thurlow  Rd., 
Torquay,  Devon. 

June  to  November. 

Freelands,  Alnwick, 

Northumberland. 

Price  Lists  and  Spedinen  Flies  on  application. 


L.  B.  &  S.  C.  RIy. 


ANGLING 

IN  THE 

ARUN. 

CHEAF*  ^DRAINS. 


From 

Every 
Saturday. 

Every  Sunday. 

To 

Pulborough, 
Ambeiiey  and 
Fittleworth. 

To 

Pittlp- 
worth. 

To 

Pulliorou.ch 
anilAmberley. 

P.M. 

P.M. 

A.M. 

A.M. 

Victoria   .  . 

3  57 

7  22 

7  0 

,  8  20 

Clapbam  Jno, 

i  i 

7  30 

7  8 

8  28  , 

London  B'dge 

i  0 

7  18 

6  50 

,      8  30 

Peokham  Rye 

2  67 

7  1 

8  13 

New  Cross  . 

3  21 

6  22 

7  6 

8.16 

SUNDAY 

UAY 
TICKETS, 

2/6 


SATURDAY 
to  SUNDAY, 
or  SUNDAY 
to  MONDAY, 


4/.  5/ 


SATURDAY 

to 

MONDAY, 


For  Full  Particulars  apply  Supt.  of  Line, 
^^I^^^^C^ly^^oudo^ndge^^ 


Cast  your  Eye  on  thisl 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  wiU 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIBS 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli* 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee.  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


This   Insurance   Is   not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  agalns 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  CASUALTY  INSURAHOB  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in.  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

:.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hU  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

Ziiniited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANOE  Company,  Ltd.,  7, 'Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.'VT.,  for  the  purpose  of  Kegistration. 


THE 

Indtdti  Sportlna  times* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClKOULAIKS  THROUGHOUT  IHDIA,  CKYLOH,  - 
BUKMAH,  AND  ASSAK. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Za(t 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FOEMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVEKTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16«.  pet 

annum.    Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  TiMBS  ov  India  Preu, 
Bombay. 

London  Offlcf :  11,  Whitefriarc  St.,  Fleet  St.,  £.0. 
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(  Crystal  Palace  was  a  poor  performance.  Anyway, 
■  he  beat  Mr.  Hardy  hollow,  and  as  a  fishing  cast 
Mr.  Hardy's  cast  with  a  split-cane  of  44-  yards  was 
also  not  a  patch  on  Mr.  Muir's  cast  of  41  yards 
with  a  greenheart,  and  I  personally,  from  what  I 
saw,  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Mr.  Enright 
would  win  again  as  easily  as  before,  and  I  think 
that  it  is  Mr.  Hardy,  and  not  Mr.  Enriglit,  who 
might  accept  his  defeat  with  a  better  grace,  instead 
of  talking  about  poor  performances  which  he  could 
beat  easily !  The  conclusion  I  have  arrived  at 
from  the  tovirnament  and  the  correspondence  is 
that  greenheart  is  immeasurably  cheaper  than 
split-cane,  and  that  it  will  cast  further  and  better, 
but  that  for  strength,  as  far  as  breaking  is  concerned, 
split-cane  has  the  advantage.  This  conclusion 
1  arrive  at  not  from  Mr.  Hardy's  impartial  assurance 
but  from  a  general  study  of  the  letters  on  the 
subject. — Yours  truly,  Gkeenheaet. 

P.S. — After  all,  it  does  not  matter  twopence 
whether  Mr.  Enright  beat  Mr.  Hardy  or  the  reverse. 
The  only  question  is,  what  wood  the  rod  was  made 
of  that  made  the  best  casts. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Deab  Sir, — I  prefer  greenheart  to  split -cane 
chiefly  for  the  reason  that  you  mentioned  in  the 
opening  of  this  correspondence — namely,  the  top 
joint  bending  too  much. 

Twenty-five  years  ago  I  heard  split-cane  rods 
condemned  for  the  same  reason,  and  the  objectors 
in  this  case  over<;ame  the  difficulty  by  using  a 
greenheart  top  to  a  split-cane  middle  and  butt. 
One  word  in  conclusion  :  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  know  that  a  person  is  not  necessarily  correct 
because  they  happen  to  agree  with  me. — Yours 
truly,  Henry  Tisley. 

[I  did  not  refer  so  much  to  the  top-joint  as  to  the 
whole  rod.  I  think  a  split-cane  top-joint  is  stronger 
far  than  greenheart — but  not  stiff er.  All  I  suggested 
was  that  of  two  rods,  one  of  split-cane  and  the 
other  of  greenheart  made  as  exactly  alike  as  possible 
in  length  and  diameter  of  joints,  the  greenheart 
would  be  the  stiffer  of  the  two.  However,  I  am 
glad  my  remark  has  proved  that  greenheart  is  a 
favourite  with  so  many  anglers,  in  spite  of  the 
seductions  of  the  split-cane,  and  they  are  manifold 
1  admit. — Ed.] 


IS  THE  UMPIRE'S  DECISION  FINAL  ? 

Dear  Sm, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
enlighten  me  on  the  following  point  ? 

"  X  "  enters  in  a  pegged-down  angling  compietition 
in  which  a  rule  states  that — - 

"At  6.55  a  whistle  will  be  blown,  and  if  a 

member  is  not  at  the  weighing-in  place  at  six 

o'clock  he  shall  be  disqualified." 

"X"  hears  the  whistle,  stops  fishing,  and  proceeds 
to  pack  up  his  tackle.  When  he  arrives  at  the 
appointed  place,  he  finds  that  his  name  has  been 
called,  and  has  been  struck  off  the  list.  The  rule 
does  not  state  how  the  names  are  to  be  called — 
alphabetically  or  otherwise.  Has  "X"  any  grounds 
for  appealing  against  the  umpire's  decision,  which, 
a  rule  states,  is  final  ? — -Yours  truly, 

Allentsqmus. 

["If  a  member  is  not  at  the  weighing-in  place 
at  six  o'clock  he  shall  be  disqualified."  So  runs 
the  bond ;  and  "  X  "  is  disqualified  for  not  being 
present  at  the  six  o'clock  roll-call.  But  why  was  a 
whistle  blown  at  five  minutes  to  six  ?  Was  it  a 
warning  to  cease  fishing  ?  If  so,  and  "  X  "  ceased 
fishing,  packed  up  with  all  haste,  walked,  ran  or 
motored  to  the  "  place  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act,"  and  only  five  minutes  was  allowed  when  it 
should  have  been  (say)  twenty  minutes,  then  "  X  " 
could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  have  been  present 
at  six,  but  as  soon  after  as  possible.  If  there  were 
six  or  seven  himdred  competitors  pegged  down  for 
a  mile  or  so,  at  some  distance  away,  "  X  "  would 
have  been  called  nearly  last,  if  called  alphabeti- 
cally.] 


"A  'FISHY'  RUMOUR. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Henley  Chronicle. 
"  Sir, — Your  '  Angling  Notes  '  last  week  con- 
tained the  rumour  that  an  111b.  trout  had  been 
recently  caught  near  Henley  on  a  night  line.  The 
Henley  Fisheries  Preservation  Association  will 
gladly  pay  a  reward  of  £5  for  such  information, 
properly  lodged,  as  will  lead  to  the  conviction  of  the 
poacher.  In  the  event  of  an  unsuccessful  prose- 
cution a  reward  of  £2  will  be  paid.  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favom-  if  you  will  kindly  give  this  letter  equal 
publicity  to  the  rumour  to  which  it  refers. 

"  A.  Edward  Hobbs, 

"  Hon.  Sec.  H.F.P.A. 
"  28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames, 

"Aug.  28,  1906." 
The    above    letter    appeared    in   the  Henley 
Chronicle  of  Aug.  31,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 


that  the  miscreant  will  be  "  discovered,"  and 
receive  his  reward.  The  angling  community  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  H.F.P.A.,  and  particularly 
to  its  indefatigable  hon.  sec. 


THE  SNAPPING  OF  GUT-KNOTS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  studying  the  letter  and 
knot-diagram  of  Mr.  Havenish-Van  Peet  in  your 
issue  of  Aug.  25,  and  have  reproduced  the  latter  in 
gut,  which,  when  drawn  close,  appaars  to  make  a 
good  sort  of  largish  knot,  except  that  the  line  L' 
slipped  imder  strong  tension  for  want  of  some 
hitch  or  opposition  at  the  place  where  L  crosses  L' 
in  the  diagram  mider  A. 

As  claimed,  the  gut  would  probably  not  snap  so 
long  as  slippage  of  L'  could  take  place  between 
B  and  C  ;  but  if  this  ended  in  a  solution  of  con- 
tinviity  the  result  would  be  equally  disastrous. 

A  turn  of  L'  romid  L  at  A  passing  between  the 
two  strands  seems  to  be  needed,  and  I  should 
certainly  favour  the  idea  of  lapping  both  strands 
together  between  A  and  B  in  order  to  gain  increased 
elasticity. — Yours    truly,  Benwyan. 


SNAPPING  CASTING  LINES. 

Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  the  letters  which  have 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  upon  the  above 
subject,  I  am  forwarding  you  a  specimen  of  the  knot 
which  I  have  used  for  some  years  for  attaching 
droppers  to  the  casting  line. 

The  method  is,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  original. 


,  I  may  add  that  I  have  never  had  a  ca^t  break  at 
this  loiot,  nor  has  the  dropper  over  b;-okon  at  the 
loop.  I  have  tried  using  elastic  between  the  reel- 
line  and  the  cast,  but  did  not  find  it  satisfactory. 

Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  that  with  a  Hardy's 
"  Perfect  Reel,"  regulated  to  run  at  a  very  light 
pull,  and  with  droppers  attached  in  the  way  I  have 
mentioned,  snapping  is  reduced  to  a  minimum. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  B.  Babtley  (Lt.-Col.). 

Dovercourt,  Essex. 

P-S. — The  completed  Imot  shown  in  No.  3  w*is 
cut  from  an  old  cast  which  had  been  in  constant 
use  this  season.    It  shows  little  or  no  sign  of  wear, 

[I  think  many  anglers  will,  like  myself,  feel 
indebted  to  Colonel  E.  B.  Bartley  for  this  capital 
attachment,  wliich  has  all  the  advantages  he  claims 
for  it — especially  strength ;  I  shoula  say  it  is 
stronger:  even  than  having  a  loop  in  the  gut  collar 
and  another  in  the  gut  of  the  dropper,  because  of  the 
knot  in  the  casting  line  where  the  loop  is  made  — 
Ed.] 


SNAPPING  CASTING  LINES. 
Dear  Sib,— As  this  occurrence  so  often  happens 
in  connection  with  the  fastenings  of  dropper  links, 
allow  me  to  suggest  one  method  of  making  the 
junction  which,  saving  that  knots  of  some  kind  have 
to  be  employed,  I  think  possesses  a  good  deal  to 
recommend  it,  particularly  as  it  has  the  advantage 
of  strength  obtained  by  using  the  gut  of  the  casting 


DROPrEB  Attachment. 


although  it  embodies  some  well-known  knots. 
No.  1  shows  an  old  method  of  making  a  loop — 
namely,  by  forming  an  ordinary  knot,  passing  the 
end  back  through  the  loop  so  made,  knotting  it 
round  the  "standing  part,"  and  drawing  tight. 

No.  2  shows  an  ordinary  double  fisherman's 
knot  with  dropper  in  position  before  the  knots  are 
drawn  tight.  The  loop  of  the  dropper  is  placed  on 
one  side  of  the  cast  and  the  end  passed  over  the 
doubled  gut  and  through  the  loop,  the  loop  being 
between  the  two  fisherman's  knots. 

No.  3  shows  the  knot  completed  and  drawn 
tight.  The  point  of  the  attachment  is,  the  loop 
is  between  the  knots,  which  gives  the  following 
advantages  : — 

1.  The  doubled  gut  of  the  loop,  being  between  the 
knots,  acts  as  a  buffer  ;  2,  the  knot  cannot  slip  ; 
3,  the  strands  of  the  loop  being  drawn  together, 
there  is  no  bubble  of  air  between  them ;  4,  the  fly 
stands  out  well  from  the  cast ;  5,  the  cast  is  not 
injured  or  weakened,  but  rather  strengthened  at  a 
weak  point. 

The  attachment  is  meant  more  particularly  for 
eyed-flies,  where,  when  a  change  is  required,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  change  the  fly  and  not  the  gut. 
If  flies  on  gut  are  used,  the  loop  can  be  undone  with 
a  pin — a  bit  of  a  job  this — or  the  cast  can  be  cut 
on  the  fisherman's  knot,  the  loop  straightened  out, 
and  the  cast  made  up  as  before,  with  another 
dropper  substituted — a  matter  of  a  minute  or  two 
at  the  outside. 


line  doubled  at  that  spot,  combined  with  a  certain 
amount  of  neatness  as  well  as  facility  in  the  way 
of  changing  flies. 

[     The  method  also  aids  in  the  extraction  of  these 

I  from  the  bimches,  pickets  or  boxes  in  wliich  they 
are  carried,  rather  than  in  books  in  order  to  preserve 

j  their  shapes  from  distortion  by  pi'ossure. 

!  The  method  of  attaching  dropper  links  is  almost 
identical  with  that  used  for  tail  flies,  or  for  joining 
the  gut  cast  to  the  running  line.  It  is  thus  :  A 
single  small  knot  is  made  on  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  drop  link,  which  is  passed  through  a  loop 
formed  by  doubling  the  cast  between  two  ordinary 

J curi':  knot  cp^ny 


casting  line  knots,  about  Jin.  or  Jin.  apart,  where 
the  dropper  is  to  hang.  'The  loop  lies  thus,  of 
course,  in  line  with,  not  at  riglit  angles  to,  the  cast. 
The  small  knot  having  passed  thi-ough  this  loop, 
one  turn  is  taken  round  outside  both  sides  of 
the  loop,  leaving  a  slack  arch  at  a,  through 
■which  the  terminal  knot  is  passed,  and  all  drawn 
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tight  80  as  to  jam  against  the  knot  b  of  the  loop 
fuxtlier  away  from  tlie  nimving  lino.  Tliis  jam 
knot  is  easily  opened  with  one's  nails  wlien  it  is 
necessary  to  change  the  Hy.  The  doable  gut  renders 
the  j  miction  part  tlie  strongest  portion  of  the  cast, 
wliilo  being  neat  and  compact,  and  the  absence  of 
loops  on  the  drop-links  enables  theni  to  be  drawn 
easily  from  the  packets  in  one's  fly-box,  wliere  they 
are  kept  without  being  crushed  and  distorted  by 
pressure  as  in  a  book.  Even  witiiout  the  snaall 
single  knot  at  end  of  the  fly-Hnk  tlie  attacliment 
■would  often  be  a  strong  one,  but  this  renders  slipping 
impossible.  The  same  knot  is  equally  applicable 
for  the  attachment  of  the  tail-fly  or  the  cast  to  the 
running  line,  by  means  of  the  usual  loops  at  the 
ends  of  ordinary  casts. 

While  gut  casts  are  made  with  knots  and  theit 
accompanying  risks,  this  seems  to  be  as  facile  and 
strong  an  attacliment  for  flies  as  any  that  I  know  of, 
besides  being  so  simple  that  it  may  have  been 
adopted  already  by  others  as  well  as — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

P.S. — I  enclose  some  diagrammatic  patterns 
cparsely  made  to  explain  the  fixture. 

THE  SNAPPING  OF  GUT  KNOTS  AND 
THE   BUFFER  KNOT. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  mueli  interested  in  the  above 
subject,  I  have  been  practising  tlie  knot  kindly 
shown  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Peet  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Aug.  "25.  When  the  end  E  is  turned  in  as  in  the 
figure  given,  I  find  the  portion  of  tlie  knot  B  C  on 
is  crushed  towiirds  C  when  the  corresponding  tie 
on  L'  is  pulled  into  it  to  complete  tlie  knot,  the 
like  portion  on  L'  suffering  in  tlie  same  way,  and  a 
perfect  jumble  ensues.  Perhaps  Mr.  Peet,  with 
your  kind  permission,  would  obhgingly  inform  us 
how  he  prevents  this  occurring.  His  knot,  I 
imagine,  wouki  be  all  right  if  the  two  B  C  portions 
were  securely  whipjjed  some  little  distance  apart 
from  each  other,  but  in  salmon  gut  would  not  the 
very  big  knot  ensuing  be  ratlier  too  evident  to  the 
fish  ? — Yours  truly,  W.  A. 


LAKE  DISTRICT— SEPTEMBER 
'  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  correspondent  "  Oliver 
Procter,"  in  advising  "  Spinning  Minnow  "  to  visit 
Wastwater    overlooks    the   important   fact  that 


with  Ibis  tail.  I  also  get  the  Haokles  varied  in 
colour — browns,  purples,  clarets  and  reds— and  I 
think  a  light  claret  witli  embossed  gold  body  and 
Indian  Crow  tip  is  possibly  the  best.  I  kill  more 
with  that,  because  I  suppose  I  use  it  more.  The 
•'No.  3  Dragon"  the  late  Mr.  Jame4  Ogden,  of 
Cheltenham,  made  for  my  fatlier  sixty  year.s  ago, 
and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  he  called  it  the  •'  SiK  ei- 
John."  Anywav.  it  was  largelv  used  as  a  grayling 
fly,  with  and  without  the  red  tip,  on  Yorkshire 
stream?  wlien  I  was  a  boy,  and  early  next  year  I 
shall  be  as  near  eighty  as  i-eventv. 

I  get  my  flies  tied  by  J.  H.  Willey,  fly-tier.  Church- 
street,  Keswick,  whosp  work  is  excellent  and  prices 
very  moderate- -is.  per  dozen  for  sea-trout  flies  ud  to 
No.  5.  and  for  the  ordinary  north  countrv  spide'-s, 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen.  Meantime,  believe  me.  vours 
faithfully.  Seventy. 

[The  flies  my  correspondent  sendi  are  very  good 
indeed.  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  did  not  say 
there  was  anything  new  under  the  sun,  and  ho  did 
not  claim  that  his  Dragon  Fly  series  are  new 
patterns  entirely.  He  described  what  he  has 
personally  found  most  useful  in  sea-trout  fishing, 
and  I  am  sure  his  exnerience  will  be  very  useful 
to  hundreds  of  anglers.  So,  doubtless,  will 
"Seventy's"  letter,  for  I  am  sure  no  sea-trout 
angler  will  regret  getting  some  of  Mr.  Wille,y's 
capital  sea-trout  flies  at  23.  a  dozen,  dressed  on 
hooks  of  an  inch  in  length.  I  ghould  say  that  his 
blue  hackle,  silver  body,  and  Indian  Crow  tip  would 
kill  on  Blagdon  Lake. — Ed. J 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — .\s  a  regular  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  might  I  ask  j^ou  or  any  of  your  readers 
to  Ivindly  inform  me  wliere  good  pike  fisliing  could 
be  obtained  in  Scotland  in  the  month  of  October  ? 
— and  oblige  yours  truly,  Esox  Lucius. 

TO  TIE  THE   "BERESFORD  BUFFER." 

Dear  Sir, — Make  first  half  hitch  with  6o<7i  strands 
of  gut ;  lap  closely  with  from  four  to  six  laps,  end  with 
a  single  hitch  before  passing  end  through  B.  Draw 
close,  and,  if  you  like,  make  a  half-hitch  backwards 
with  the  ends  of  the  whipping  gut ;  if  well  soaked 
it  will  not  come  undone.  This  is  result  of  im- 
proving Traherne's  buffer. 

The  fine  trout  gut  is  tied  in  with  salmon  gut  at 


gentlemen  who,  having  enjoyed  their  sport  on 
Lough  Corrib,  have  run  away  without  paying  for  it. 
They  need  to  bo  reminded  that  if  it  were  not  for 
the  efforts  of  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association  tlio 
fishing  in  the  lough  would  be  reduced  to  a  very  low 
level,  and  their  chance  of  spending  a  fortnight's 
holiday  in  catching  some  of  the  gamest  and  best- 
eating  trout  in  the  kingdom  would  be  poor  indecid. 
Mr.  Doig,  as  is  well  known,  has  done  an  imiuenso 
amount  of  woi'k  gratuitously  in  getting  fair  play  for 
Lough  Corrib,  and  if  those  who  come  to  Ougli- 
terard  do  not  back  up  his  efforts  by  subscribing 
liberally  to  the  fimds  of  the  association,  there  can 
be  but  one  end  to  the  excellent  work  which  he  has 
done  for  the  good  of  anglers  who  are  accustomed 
to  go  to  those  waters. 

May  I  suggest  that  the  hotel  keepers  in  Ough- 
terard  and  the  surrounding  neighbourhood,  who  reap 
such  a  harvest  from  the  fishing  fraternity  that 
supports  them,  might  be  a  little  more  energetic 
in  pleading  for  donations.  The  fishing  in  Lough 
Corrib  is  practically  their  existence,  and  it  is  greatly 
to  their  interest  to  see  that  the  association  is  well 
backed  up  by  those  who  benefit  by  its  work. — Yours 
truly,  W.  A.  W. 

LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — After  reading  your  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  25,  I  was 
struck  with  Mr.  Doig's  suggested  remedy,  for  an 
Act  of  Parliament  applicable  only  to  Loughs 
Corrib  and  Mask.  Now,  as  hon.  sec.  to  the  Boyle 
Fish  Preservation  Society,  I  regret  such  a  charge 
to  be  made  against  English  gentlemen,  or  that  Jlr. 
Doig  would  e\'en  suggest  such  compulsory  means,  as 
after  over  twenty  years'  experience  of  English  anglers 
I  am  sure  not  one  dozen  has  refused  to  pay.  Wiiether 
they  get  better  sport  at  Boyle  or  not,  I  cannot  say, 
but  one  fact  I  am  aware  of  is  tliat  for  spring  fishing 
in  March  and  April,  May  Fly  fishing  from  middle  of 
May  to  middle  of  June,  and  autumn  fishing  in 
September,  there  is  no  place  in  Ireland  to  compare 
with  Bo'yle  as  a  centre.  I  know  one  English  gentle- 
man who  gives  £10  per  annum  towards  one  of  our 
local  F.P.  Societies,  and  I  know  of  same  gentleman 
killing  inside  of  two  hours  on  Lough  Arrow  last 
June  four  trout  weighing  191b.  They  were  killed 
on  June  13  with  artificial  fly.  Largest  fish  killed 
by  same  gentleman  dm'ing  May  Fly  season  was  7|lb. 
Somo    other  authenticated  catches  during  May 


A — Single  fisherman's  half-hitch  can  be  a  itonlile  if  wished 


in  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  district  trovit 
fishing  ends  at  or  about  the  first  of  September. 
Last  autumn  I  went  to  Drigg  and  personally  made 
this  unpleasant  discovery.  Why  trout  fishing 
should  be  prohibited  in  what  after  May  is  the  best 
fly  month  of  the  year  I  cannot  at  all  understand. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  T.  W. 


LARGE  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir. — I  am  writing  re  "  Dragnet's  "  notes 
in  your  issue  of  Sept.  1,  and  the  chub  caught  at 
the  wire  mill  dam  at  Ambergate  in  the  Derwent. 
This  water  is  now  rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  Society,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  have 
caught  several,  bvit  not  so  heavy.  I  am  nearly 
positive  there  are  no  salmon  in  the  Derwent,  only 
trout  and  grayling  and  coarse  fish. — Yours  tridy, 

E.  Singleton. 


MR.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL' S 
"DRAGON  FLY  SERIES." 

Dear  Sir, — "There  is  nothing  new  under  the 
sun,"  and  I  may  say  all  the  patterns  in  the  "  Dragon 
Fly  Series  "  are  "  as  old  as  the  hilh,"  and  several 
very  old  anglers  and  myself  have  been  u=ing  them 
for  the  last  fifty  years.  The  e  flies  were  "house- 
hold words  "  on  Loch  Doon  when  old  Robin  Gemmel, 
the  famous  boatman  and  angler,  was  in  his  prime 
and  glory,  and  the  same  flies  were  sometimes  adorned 
with  jungle  tips  for  wings,  and  the  dressings  varied 
with  embos  ed  i-ilver  and  gold  bodies.  I  usually 
have  mine  tied  on  Mr.  S.  H.  Hall's  up-eyed  hooks, 
with  long  shanks,  and  if  I  want  them  extra 
long  I  get  them  tied  on  Long  May  hooks,  and 
I  find  them,  often,  very  deadly  for  sea- trout. 
I  enclose  you  one  or  two  samples.  I  find  also  that 
an  Indian  Crow  substituted  for  the  Ibis  tail  feather 
often  does  the  trick,  in  fact,  last  season  I  killed 
eleven  sea-trout  on  the  Indian  Crow  tipped  fly  as  a 
dropper,  and  never  touched  one  on  [the  j  oint  fly 


knot  A,  and  is  passed  through  B  before  tightening 
up.  (A  rough  string  specimen  herewith.)  The 
knot  is  very  neat  in  water  when  done  with  the 
proper  materials. — ^ Yours  truly. 

The  Beresford  Buffer. 

THE  SLICED  HOOK. 
Dear  Sir, — There  have  been  several  methods 
mentioned  in  your  paper  for  keeping  the  worms 
from  slipping  down  on  the  bend.  I  remember 
writing  about  this  some  time  ago,  and  saying  that 
we  very  often  splice  in  a  pin  with  the  snooding  with 
the  sharp  end  towards  the  gut,  and  this  small  point 
we  tvirn  off  at  about  30  degrees.  This  makes  a  capital 
plan  for  hitching  the  head  of  the  worm  on,  and  does 


li 


not  weaken  the  hook  by  cutting  an  extra  barb,  so 
to  speak.  The  head  of  the  pin  is,  of  course,  cut  off, 
so  that  there  is  no  obstruction  for  the  worm  as  it 
is  threaded  on  the  hook,  and  it  covers  snooding  and 
all.  The  rough  sketch  I  enclose  describes  what  I 
mean.. — Yours  truly,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 


LOUGH  CORRIB, 

Dear  Sir,— It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Doig's 
letter  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  25  will 
bear  some  fruit  in  bringing  to  repentance  those 


fishing  here  were  two  boats  from  Mr.  Garndnier's 
109  trout.  3001b.,  largest  Vjlb.  Mr.  Elliott,  134  fish, 
IGGJlb.  ;  Dr.  Lumsden,  forty-nine  trout,  1481b.,  four 
over  61b.  each,  and  two  over  51b. 

Now  I  know  Boyle  as  a  fishing  resort  never  was 
properly  brought  before  the  public,  but  I  hope  in 
the  near  future  to  give,  through  the  medium  of 
your  advertising  columns,  full  particulars  of  new 
arrangements  which  will  be  in  force  here  from 
Feb.  1  next,  and  which  I  know  will  be  a  boon 
to  English  anglers  in  particular;  prospects  for 
September  were  never  better,  as  there  is  plenty  of 
water  everywhere. — Yoiu-s  truly, 

Boyle.  Geo.  Taylor. 

THE    THAMES    ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY— THE  SLICED  HOOK. 

Dear'  Sir,— I  should  like  to  endorse  what  Mr. 
N.  Chaplin  says  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  2.') 
about  the  futility  of  angling  in  the  lower  Thames. 
It  has  long  been  my  own  opinion,  but  the  fact 
seemed  too  obvious  to  need  pointing  out.  We  hear 
of  tons  of  good  fish  being  put  into  the  river,  but 
not  a  tithe  of  the  quantity  ever  seems  to  be  taken 
out.  The  T.A.P.S.  has  fought  nobly  for  a  most 
forlorn  hope. 

"  W.  A.  S.  "  can  get  sliced  hooks,  very  well 
made  and  on  good  gut,  from  Hardy  Bros.  I 
cannot  understand  why  they  are  not  more  generally 
obtainable ;  several  tackle  dealers  I  have  tried 
have  never  heard  of  them,  though  their  superiority 
over  any  other  pattern,  for  a  worm,  is  sm'ely  un 
questionable  ? 

You  were  good  enough  to  notice  my  "  Facile " 
casting  reel  some  months  ago  ;  this  will  be  repre- 
sented at  the  casting  competition  in  Paris  in  Sep- 
tember, as  Mr.  Newhara,  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  hus| 
promised  to  "  perform  "  with  it.^ — Yours  truly, 

J.  Clement  Washburn. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  and  the  Inter- 
national Angling  Competition  at  Ballancourt. 

The  committee  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials 
have,  I  understand,  made  every  inquiry  into  the 
matter  of  the  arrangements  for  the  International 
Fishing  Match  at  Ballancourt  on  Sept.  23,  and  are 
quite  satisfied  as  to  the  bona  ^  fides  of  the  whole 
thing.  As  they  know  much  more  about  it  than  I 
do,  I  need  only  add  that  from  information  sent  to 
me  by  the  Editor  of  Les  Sports,  it  will  be  in- 
fluentially  supported  in  France.  The  list  of  prizes 
includes  several  from  ministers  of  the  French 
Republic  and  one  from  the  Government.  In  all, 
the  prizes  offered  are  said  to  amount  to  3000 
francs  in  value. 


Cambridge  v.  Harvard. 

It  is  not  often  that  so  much  uncertainty  as  to 
.the  result  is  felt  as  was  the  case  with  the  boat  race 
last  Saturday.  From  near  the  BuU's  Head,  on  the 
Surrey  side,  one  gets  about  the  best  view  of  the  race, 
and  when  the  boats  come  into  view  over  a  mile 
away  it  is  not  easy  to  tell  which  is  leading,  or  by 
how  much.  I  have  been  present  at  a  good  many 
boat  races  since  the  sixties,  and  I  do  not  remember 
any  when  one  felt  such  keen,  almost  painful, 
interest  in  the  result.  The  New  Zealanders  had 
beaten  us  hoUow  at  football,  the  Belgians  had  rowed 
down  our  best  crews  at  Henley— would  Cambridge 
keep  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  rowing  world  ? — the 
supreme,  untainted,  Olympian  honoiu".  The  in- 
tense suspense  was  turned  into  delightful  excitement 
when  we  saw  the  light  blue  blades  flash  and  dip — 
flash  and  dip — ahead  !  how  much  we  coiild  not  see 
for  some  time.  If  there  is  much  daylight  between 
the  boats  when  near  Barnes  Bridge  the  spirit  for 
the  spurt  which  wiU  reverse  positions  is  willing 
but  the  flesh  is  nearly  always  too  weak.  I  judged 
that  Cambridge  led  by  over  two  lengths  as  they 
passed  us  just  above  the  Bull — and  how  John  Bull 
roared  !— then  the  gallant  Americans  called  on 
themselves  and  on  the  spirits  of  their  ancestoro 


for  that  spurt  which, if  successful,  would  have  made 
seventy  million  American  hearts  beat  faster, 
but — our  boys  won.  It  is  curious  that  such  an 
inconsistent  feeling  is  possible,  hut  so  popular  were 
our  American  vi.sitors  that,  glad{asj,we  were  tat 
Cambridge's  victory,  we  felt  sad  at?Harvard's 
defeat — not  so  sad  as  glad  quite,  but  if  Harvard 
could  have  won  without  defeating  Cambridge — the 
feeling  was  as  inconsistent  as  that !  There  were 
many  thousands  of  x\merican  spectators,  and  it  was 
pleasant  to  see  the  hearty  reception  they  got  after 
the  race  whenever  a  steamer  or  coach  or  carriage 
passed  with  Harvard  colours  flying.  We  love  the 
.spirit  which  brought  them  so  many  thousand  miles 
just  to  beat  us  if  they  could.  I  had  wired  to 
my  wife  to  bring  all  to  see  the  race,  and  when  I  met 
all  who  could  come  at  Waterloo,  I  found  the  en- 
thusiastic "  Amateur  Angler  "  had  beaten  me,  for 
he  had  gone  and  fetched  them.  Curiously  enough, 
the  only  other  University  boat  race  he  had  seen 
was  that  when  Oxford  beat  Harvard  in  1869. 


A  Fish  Story  from  the  Great  Republic. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall,  who,  I  am  glad  to  see,  has 
been  having  good  sport  at  Wildbad,  writes  :  — 

"  My  dear  Maeston, — Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a 
letter  just  to  hand  from  an  American  friend.  The 
story  is  so  well  told  that  I  cannot  resist  the  tempta- 
tion to  send  it  on  to  you  for  the  amusement  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  am  back 
from  Wildbad,  where  I  had  twenty-two  days' 
fishing,  about  four  and  a  half  hours  each  day.  The 
river  was  unusually  high,  but  I  managed  to  land 
431  fish,  172  of  which  were  keepable,  being  the 
limit  for  length  and  over  ;  259  had  to  be  returned 
to  the  river  on  account  of  being  undersized.  I  hope 
you  are  having  a  tight  Une  somewhere,  and  enjoying 
yourself  otherwise  as  well." 

Here  is  the  veracious  account  referred  to : — 
"  Camp  Good  Enough, 

"  Brandreth  Lake,  N.Y., 

"  July  26,  1906. 

"  Dear  C, — There  was  one  who  '  said  in  his  haste 
all  men  are  bars.'  I  do  not  wish  you  to  resemble 
that  one  in  any  essential  particular.  Therefore, 
hear  me  out  ere  you  slaughter  ;  remember  he  laughs 
best  who  laughs  at  the  last — and  your  fellow- 
Britishers  always  laugh  long  after  everybody  else. 

"  Time,  yesterday  ;  scene,  Brandreth  Lake  ; 
dramatis  personce.  Colonel  B.,  the  guide  Wallace, 
and  the  Navy  man,  his  first  time  afloat  since  he 
got  his  captain's  commission.  I  had  been  informing 
Colonel  B.  for  the  'stenth  time  that  he  knew 
nothing  about  fishing,  and  he  had  been  saying 
nothing,  but  his  catch  was  .to  mine  as  is  this 


to  this  one 


We  were 


moored  at  a  buoy  fishing  for  lake  trout.  Finally, 
as  he  hauled  up  a  fish  (which  he  hooked  foul,  by 
the  way,  but  he  gets  them  amj  old  way)  he  shouted : 
'  Wallace,  scap  the  big  one  that  is  following  up  !  ' 
but  Wallace  didn't  see  the  monster  till  too  late. 

"  After  an  interval,  during  which  I  had  hooked 
and  landed  a  fish  academically  just  to  show  the 
Colonel  how,  he  got  another  bite.  This  time  the' 
old  boy  played  his  fish  quite  a  whUe,  and  cautioned 
Wallace  to  be  ready  if  the  big  fellow  followed  on 
again.  And  follow  on  he  did  !  At  the  psychological 
instant  Wallace  dipped  his  landing-net,  and  with  a 
mighty  heave,  in  came  his  majesty.  Then  there 
were  wild  doings  in  that  canoe,  the  guide  clinging 
to  his  prey  for  dear  Hfe,  scales,  bait  pail,  paddles, 
landing-net  forming  an  aureole  over  the  heads  of 
the  contestants,  and  the  Navy  man  howling  sage 
ad-vice  to  all  hands.  Finally,  the  Colonel  got  a 
strangle  hold  on  the  captive,  gills-and-tail-lock,  and 
ordered  Wallace  to  reach  for  the  club.  But  Wallace 
gasped  out  from  his  half-nelson  attitude  on  the 
fish :  '  No,  siree  !  I  lost  one  big  fish  in  this  lake, 
and  d — d  if  I'll  lose  another,'  and  the  rough  and 
tumble  went  on,  until  a  prehensile  boot  pulled  the 
club  into  a  position  whence  it  could  be  reached  and 
handled  with  effect. 

"  When  the  smoke  of  battle  cleared  away,  we 
hauled  in  what  was  left  of  the  Colonel's  rod  and 
line,  and  there  hung  the  original  Delilah  fish  that 
had  lured  the  Samson  of  his  tribe  out  of  his  depth 
and  on  to  the  scales,  where  he  scaled  141b.  9oz  ! 


or,  as  you  say  in  your  back-number  English  jargon* 
*  one  stone  and  a  bittee  ! ' 

"  Now  what  the  deuce  is  the  use  of  my  going  up 
against  a  man  who  has  such  luck  as  that '! 

"  You  are  permitted  at  this  stage  to  draw  breath, 
and  tell  me  if  you  ever  heard  the  like  of  that  yam. 
It  differs  from  most  fish  stories  in  being  the  very 
gospel  truth,  but  I  can  see  how  it  will  be  received 
abroad,  when  the  other  guides  in  this  very  camp 
will  hardly  believe  it,  with  the  evidence  right  under 
their  noses.  I  would  have  given  fifty  dollars  to 
have  handled  that  landing-net,  but  then  nobody 
would  have  believed  it — and  I  might  have  missed 
the  fish  ! 

"  I  am  as  well  as  can  be  expected  and  go  home 
next  week,  chastened  but  not  absolutely  subdued. 
—Yours  truly.  "  W." 

I  think  the  original  of  this  story  was  one  I  told 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  only  not  half  so  well,  about 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  friend  gaffing  a  salmon  which 
he  thought  Mr.  M.  was  playing,  when  it  proved  to 
be  a  big  fish  following  the  hooked  fish,  which  was 
also  gaffed. 


"Do  Adders  Swallow  their  Young?" 

Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell  writes  :  — 

"  A  propos  of  the  letter  which  you  quote  under 
the  above  heading  from  the  '  Amateur  Angler ' ; 
I  can  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  adders  do, 
under  certain  circumstances,  swallow  their  young, 
as  I  myself,  perfectly  plainly,  once  witnessed  the 
occurrence  when  walking  in  St.  George's  Hills, 
Wey bridge,  vrith  the  late  Charles  Buxton,  M.P., 
who  also  saw  it  as  plainly  as  I  did.  A  female  adder, 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  Uttle  ones,  was  basking, 
and,  on  hearing  our  approach,  she  opened  her 
mouth,  and  we  quite  unmistakably  saw  the  Uttle 
adders  rim  into  it." 


The  Coquet  at  Felton. 

The  new  proprietor  of  the  Stag's  Head  Hotel  at 
Felton,  Northiunberland — an  hotel  well  known  to 
Coquet  anglers — is  Mr.  J.  W^ardle,  who  previously 
Was  at  the  Old  Trafford  Hotel,  Manchester.  A 
friend  who  has  been  there  recently  tells  me  that 
there  has  been  a  grand  run  of  salmon,  buU-trout, 
and  sea-trout  lately,  and  that  with  suitable  weather 
sport  should  be  good.  He  speaks  very  highly  of 
the  arrangements  at  the  Stag's  Head  Hotel.  Mr. 
Wardle  is  much  interested  in  angUng. 


The  Dry-Fly  in  the  Fifties. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Bolding,  one  of  the  original  members 
of  the'Fly  Fishers'  Club,  kindly  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing note  about 

The'Late  Mb.  Francis  Fbaijcis  and  the  Dby-Fly. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  was  very  pleased  to  read  Mr. 
Thurlow's  recollections  of  Sir.  Francis.  Since 
seeing  Mr.  Thurlow  last  July  in  High  Wycombe, 
I  have  bought  some  old  boimd  volumes  of  the 
Field  newspaper,  and  in  Vol.  X.,  page  407,  dated 
Dec.  12,  1857,  there  is  No.  3  article,  '  Gossip 
about  the  Hampshire  Streams,'  by  Mr.  Francis 
Francis,  wherein  he  vsrites  about  the  River  Itchen 
as  below.    I  am  not  copying  the  entire  text : — 

" '  Accordingly  I  recommend  the  angler  fre- 
quently to  try  a  dry-fly — e.g.,  suppose  the  angler 
sees  a  rising  fish,  let  him  allow  his  casting  line 
and  fly  to  dry  for  a  minute  previous  to  makmg  i  ia 
cast ;  .  .  .  throw  carefully  and  hghtly,  letting  fly 
alight  a  sufficient  distance  above  the  fish,  not  to 
disturb  or  alarm  it,  and  .  .  .  float  it  down  over  the 
very  head  of  the  fish  without  the  slightest  motion 
whatever  ;  and,  if  it  be  a  feeding  fish,  and  the  fly 
be  hke,  a  very  quiet  suck  and  a  small  dimple  in  the 
water  will  be  his  reward.  There  is  no  way  so  killing 
or  that  at  all  comes  iip  to  this  when  fishing  with 
the  tribe  of  duns,  since  it  is  nature  itself.' 

"  F.  F.  goes  on  to  describe  how  the  dim  floats  or 
sails  down  the  water,  and  that  '  if  fly's  body,  legs, 
and  whisks  be  of  the  same  colour  as  that  of  the 
natural  fly  on  the  water,  and  the  wings  are  not  too 
heavij  or  violently  unnatural,  the  hook  wLU  when 
thus  quiescent  bring  the  fly  into  its  natural  position, 
and  be  almost  hidden  in  the  body,  and  scarcely  a 
rising  fish  will  refuse  it — if  the  angler  can  keep  out 
of  sight,  and  put  the  fly  properly  to  the  fish  ;  but  La 
these  two  provisoes  lies  the  chief  art  of  fly-fishing, 
and  the  one  part  to  be  studied.' 

"  F.  F.  adds  that  an  angler  cannot  naturally 
imitate  the  Uve  fly's  motions,  but  the  dry  and  floating 
fly  does  more  the  dims  on  the  river's  current. 
"  F.  F.  concludes  about  the  dry-fly :   '  I  have 
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long  had  the  above  thoughts  in  my  mind,  but  never 
yet  written  them  ;  though  I  have  had  abundant 
opportunities  of  proving  the  advantages  of  the 
diy-fly.  Learn  to  throw  your  fly  like  thistle- 
down on  the  water,  and  do  not  lett^it  dwell  on  the 
water  too  long,  for  many  a  fish  will  take  it  the  second 
time  immediately  it  settles  on  the  water, 'if  you 
don't  give  him  too  long  to  look  at  it  the  fust  time.' 

"  I  beheve  Mr.  H.  R.  Francis  also  refers  in  a  paper 
on  anghng  about  the  dry-fly  being  mentioned  in 
an  early  number  of  the  Field  by  a  writer  signing 
himself  'A  Hampshire  Fly  Fisher.'  I  think  he 
adds  the  real  name  was  Sewell." 

Mr.  James  Ogden's  Dby-Ply  Advertise- 
ment NEARLY  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

"  In  May,  1858,  amongst  the  advertisements 
there  is  a  long  one—'  Floating  May  Fly. — James 
Ogden  begs  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
anglers  to  his  this  year's  improvement  in  his  Floating 
Green  and  Grey  Drake  (his  sole  invention),  etc., 
etc.  Also  his  small  Floating  Trout  and  Grayling 
Fhes,  dressed  upon  the  finest  gut,  securing  first-rate 
sport  in  clear  streams  among  shy  fish  when  they 
will  not  look  at  a  sunk  fly,'  etc.,  etc. 

"  There  is  also  in  1857  or  8  an  answer  in  the 
Field  signed  '  Dry-Fly.'  " 

"A  Gamey  Trout! " 

In  her  very  interesting  magazine,  entitled 
Profitable  Advertising,  which  an  angling  friend 
sends  to  me  now  and  then.  Miss  Kate  L.  Griswold, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  has  the  picture  I  reproduce  here 
of  Raymond  D.  Carver,  with  this  note: — 

"  Raymond  D.  Carver,  head  of  the  sales  depart- 
ment of  the  Cramer-Krasselt  Company,  Milwavikee, 
is  an  enthusiastic  and  successful  angler.  Profitable 


An  old  Note  about  the  Huchen  (?) 

"A  very  large  river  fish,  called  hawsons  or 
husones,  is  found  in  the  Danube,  up  to  twenty  feet 
long!  It  is  caught  in  Schut  Island,  between 
Presburg  and  Komara.  Some  think  it  the  same 
fish  which  CElian  names  antacetus.  It  exceeds  all 
others  in  largeness." — Johnstonius. 

Found  'em  Again. 

"  The  latest  account  from  Loch  Awe  is  of  a 
Professor  of  Edinburgh  University,  who  dropped 
his  spectacles  into  the  lake  when  fishing  last  season. 
Wlien  landing  a  trout  last  week  he  was  startled 
by  an  enormous  pike  jumping  into  the  boat  after 
the  trout.  It  seems  he  had  got  tlie  Professor's 
long-distance  glasses  on,  and  miscalculated  the 
jump.    The  loch  was  very  full  at  the  time." 

Is  there  a  Distinct  Fish  called  "Graining"? 

In  his  "  Fly  -  Fisher's  Guide,"  Bainbridge, 
probably  copying  some  earlier  writer,  says:  — 

"The  graining  is  more  slender  than  the  dace; 
the  body  almost  straight ;  the  colour  of  the  scales 
is  silvery,  with  a  bluish  cast ;  the  eyes  are  ventral, 
and  the  anal  fins  are  of  a  pale  colour.  This  fish  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Mersey,  below  Warrington.  It 
is  fished  for  with  artificial  flies,  like  the  dace  ;  it 
rises  freely,  gives  good  sport  to  the  angler;  and  when 
in  the  humour,  it  is  not  difiicult  to  fill  a  pannier 
with  these  fishes.  They  seldom  exceed  half  a  pound 
in  weight,  and  are  much  better  eating  than  the 
dace  ;  their  length  is  about  nine  inches." 

A  very  particular  account  of  this  fish  is  also 
given  by  Mr.  Yarrel  in  the  "  Linnean  Trans- 
actions," Vol.  xvii.,  pt.  1.  But  I  do  not  believe 
that  there  is  any  separate  species  of  the  kind.  It 


"  A  Gamey  Teout." 


Advertising  presents  herewith  a  realistic  portrayal 
of  Mr.  Carver  just  after  he  had  won  out  in  a  royal 
battle  with  a  gamey  trout.  Special  attention  is 
directed  to  the  smile  which  illuminates  Mr. 
Carver's  countenance." 

Great  snakes !  If  Mr.  Carver  told  Miss  Griswold 
that  old  pickerel  was  a  "gamey  trout"  no  wonder 
he  had  that  smile  on  him.  He  looks  a  "good 
sort,"  and  quite  equal  to  a  little  fish  story. 

A  Split-Cane  and  Greenheart  Combination  Rod. 

More  than  twenty  years  ago  I  remember  seeing 
rods  brought  out  by  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.  in 
which  the  joints  were  made  of  three  strands  of 
greenheart  alternating  with  three  strands  of  split- 
cane.  Mr.  Alfred  Williams,  one  of  the  directors 
of  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.,  informs  me  that:  — 

"This,  to  my  mind,  was  the  best  rod  ever  pro- 
duced, as  it  embodied  all  the  advantages  of  both 
materials  plus  the  steel  centre.  I  have  used  a 
10ft.  6in.  rod  made  after  this  fashion,  and  have 
killed  thousands  of  fish  with  it,  from  brown  trout 
to  salmon,  and  to-day  it  is  as  good  as  the  first  day 
I  had  it.  I  think  you  have  seen  the  rod;  it  is 
coloured  green.'-' 

I  remember  liking  the  feel  of  these  combination 
rods  very  much  indeed. 


is  our  old  friend  the  dace— at  least,  for  twenty-five 
years  I  have  been  trying  to  get  a  graining  which 
was  not  a  dace  and  failed.        R.  B.  Maeston. 


AN  ACTUAL  FACT. 


I  CUT  the  following  from  that  capital  sporting 
paper  the  American  Field,  so  it  must  be  true.— 
R.  B.  M. 

"  The  latest  fish  story  comes  from  Port  Norfolk, 
Va.  It  is  said  that  P.  L.  Richardson  and  S.  B. 
Johnson,  of  Port  Norfolk,  decided  to  celebrate  the 
glorious  Fourth  among  the  sun-kissed  swells  off 
Port  Norfolk,  where  the  fish  have  been  biting 
fiercely.  Twelve  handsome  trout  Mr.  Richardson 
pulled  over  the  side  of  the  boat  and  another  dozen 
came  up  fighting  mad  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
line.  They  were  not  out  to  do  the  hog  act,  so 
they  pulled  ashore,  satisfied  with  two  dozen  repre- 
sentatives of  the  finny  tribe.  And  Mr.  Richardson 
IS  wearing  a  small  gold  ring,  set  with  an  opal, 
valued  at  about  fifteen  dollars.  '  It  sounds  like  a 
fish  story,'  he  said,  '  but  it  isn't.  I  found  that 
ring  in  one  of  the  trout.    That  is  an  actual  fact.'  " 

Of  course,  that  ring  must  have  been  dropped  by 
one  of  those  "  sun-kissed  swells  "1    I  was  amused 


to  find  on  the  same  page  of  the  American  Field  an 
account  of  tlie  itinerary  for  the  annual  outing  of 
"  The  Piscatorial  Doubters'  Club  "—good  name 
that !    Here  it  is  : —  R.  B.  M. 

"  Itinerary  for  the  Annual  Outinq  of  the 
Piscatorial  Doubters'  Club. 

"  The  members  of  this  club,  all  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
started  for  their  annual  outing  on  July  5.  They 
left  Detroit  at  2.45  p.m.,  arriving  at  Toronto  at 
10  p.m.,  thence  at  11  p.m.  by  Pullman  sleeper  to 
North  Bay,  Ont.,  then  by  rail  to  Temagami  Station, 
then  by  boat  to  Temagami  Inn,  then  by  boat  to 
Hotel  Lake  Lady  Evelyn,  where  several  days  were 
enjoyed,  and  then,  leaving  the  ladies  here,  the  others 
portaged  to  an  inland  point  and  went  into  a  camp, 
christened  '  Castle  Garden,'  for  a  two* weeks'  stay. 
The  club  rules  governing  the  members  during  their 
outing  follow : 

"  The  officers  of  the  club  shall  consist  of  captain, 
doctor,  hornsman,  official  photographer  and  bag- 
gage-man. 

"  The  Duties  of  the  Captain  :  He  shall  be  elected 
every  evening  by  the  members  for  the  following 
day.  He  shall  not  serve  more  than  three  days 
during  the  trip.  Each  member  of  the  party  is 
expected  to  act  as  captain  for  at  least  one  day. 
The  secretary  and  doctor  are  exempt.  The  captain 
shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  fines.  These  are 
to  be  reported  to  the  secretary  and  charged  up  to 
the  party  when  final  bill  of  trip  is  rendered.  At 
sunrise  the  captain  will  order  the  hornsman  to  give 
the  reveille.  He  shall  order  the  breakfast,  dinner, 
and  supper  for  that  day.  He  shall  direct  all  boats 
their  route,  and  what  boat  and  guide  each  man 
shall  have  for  that  day.  He  shall  lay  out  the  course 
and  care  for  that  evening.  He  shall  see  to  boughs, 
wood,  camp,  and  all  necessaries  for  the  comfort  of 
the  party  for  that  day.  He  shall  have  power  to 
assess  all  fines  for  misbehaviour  or  misconduct, 
fines  to  be  one  dollar  for  each  offence.  His  decision 
is  final.  Any  member  wishing  to  make  a  request 
shall  report  to  the  captain.  He  shall  make  all 
requests  for  payment  of  expenses  to  the  secretary. 
He  shall  give  orders  to  the  hornsman  for  breakfast, 
dinner  and  supper  calls  a  half  hour  before  meals, 
the  second  and  last  call  to  be  five  minutes  before 
meals.  Any  member  not  at  meals  on  time  will  be 
fined  unless  he  is  lost  or  necessarily  delayed  by 
accident,  which  he  must  explain  to  the  captain. 
Any  orders  given  by  the  captain  to  the  parties,  such 
as  getting  water,  cutting  wood,  making  beds,  putting 
up  tent,  carrying  baggage,  during  portages,  assisting 
any  of  the  guides,  etc.,  shall  be  final.  No  party 
can  go  anywhere  without  reporting  to  the  captain, 
and  he  must  have  the  captain's  consent. 

"  The  Duties  of  the  Secretary  :  He  shall  make  a 
first  assessment  on  the  starting  day  and  such  other 
assessments  as  he  may  see  fit  during  the  trip,  and 
a  final  assessment  on  home  trip.  After  that  he 
shall  render  each  member  a  final  statement  of  all 
expenditures  for  the  entire  trip.  He  shall  pay  all 
bills  and  make  all  contracts  with  guides,  hotels, 
railroads,  pay  fares,  sleepers,  dining-cars,  and  for 
all  supplies.  He  is  the  only  one  allowed  to  do 
tipping. 

"  The  Doctor :  He  shall  carry  the  medicine  chest, 
look  after  all  the  ailments  of  the  party,  keep  a 
full  supply  of  plasters  and  bandages,  such  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  trip.  He  shall  also  look 
after  the  liquors,  cigars,  and  tobacco.  He  shall 
see  that  the  party  are  supplied  with  '  salapathica  ' 
and  other  things  that  he  thinks  necessary  before 
breakfast,  look  after  the  making  of  cocktails, 
drinks,  etc. 

"  Each  member  is  supposed  to  look  after  his  own 
fishing  tackle. 

"  Soon  after  the  Piscatorial  Doubters'  Club 
returns  from  this  outing  in  the  Temagami  District 
of  Ontario,  the  readers  of  the  American  Field  will 
have  the  pleasure  of  perusing  an  illustrated  and 
interesting  narrative  of  the  events  of  the  trip." 


A  Good  Catch  on  Fine  Tackle. — Mr.  J.  B. 
Escolme,  of  Wroxham,  was  roach  fishing  with 
wheat  in  Horstead  Pool  with  one  of  the  smallest 
hooks  made,  on  drawn  gut,  when  a  41b.  5oz.  pike 
took  hold,  probably  when  a  small  roach  was  just 
taking  the  bait,  and  was  landed.  Mr.  Escolme 
was  using  a  hght  fly-rod,  and  his  capture  speaks 
well  for  his  skill  and  the  excellent  quality  of  the 
hook  and  gut,  wliich  came  from  the  wholesale 
manufactory  of  Messrs.  Hemming  and  Son,  Ltd  , 
Windsor  Mills,  Redditch. 
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ASSOCIATION  OF  FLY-CASTING 
CLUBS. 


During  the  International  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament  held  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  on  Aug.  3 
and  4,  1906,  a  National  Association  of  Scientific 
Anghng  Clubs  was  formed,  the  objects  of  which  are, 
primarily,  to  perfect  universal  rules  under  which 
to  conduct  national  or  international  tournaments, 
to  promote  interest  in  scientific  anghng  through 
tournament  or  contest  casting,  to  guard  against  any 
evils  of  professionalism  that  may  possibly  arise,  to 
assist  in  the  propagation  and  protection  of  game 
fish  and  influence  ^legislation  toward  this  end,  to 
promote  the  appreciation  of  true  amateur  sports- 
manship among  anglers  and  lend  normal  support  to 
aU  moves  towards  true  sportsmanship  in  all  sports, 
and  to  promote  such  social  conditions  as  are  incident 
to  the  sport  of  anghng. 


impetus  and  its  benefits  be  more  thoroughly  ap- 
preciated by  angling  sportsmen  throughout  the 
country  than  ever  before. 

H.  Wheeler  Perce,  President, 
990,  Old  Colony  Bldg.,  Chicago,  III. 
H.  E.  Rice,  Secretary, 
225,  South  Peoria-street,  Chicago,  111. 

— Forest  and  Stream. 


FOKTY  TEOUT  WEIGHING  51  lb. 

What  a  splendid  take  of  trout  to  be  sure  !  Forty 
trout  weighing  51  lb.  points  to  quantity  as  well  as 
quahty  in  no  small  degree.  Such  was  the  case 
when  Mr.  John  Blair,  a  native  of  Biggar,  now 
residing  at  Dannavirke,  Hawke's  Bay,  New  Zealand, 
caught  the  above  trout  in  the  River  Mangatera. 
They  were  all  caught  with  fly  in  a  little  over  three 
hours  by  the  gentleman  on  the  right  of  the  photo. 


Photo  by] 


A  FrNE  Take  of  New  Zealand  Trout. 


[Henderson,  Dannavirke. 


The  prevailing  sentiment  looks  toward  the 
maintenance  of  the  absolute  individuality  of  each 
club  in  its  own  affairs,  contests,  etc.,  but  the  general 
good  of  aU  in  matters  of  interest  to  all. 

The  management  of  the  association  is  vested  in 
an  executive  committee  raade  up  of  the  national 
ofiicers  elected  and  one  representative  from  each 
club  which  already  has  or  may  hereafter  affiliate. 

Eight  clubs  are  already  affiliated — namely :  The 
Chicago  Fly- Casting  Club,  the  Fox  River  Valley 
Bait-Casting  Club,  the  Grand  Rapids  Fly-Casting 
Club,  the  Illinois  Bait- Casting  Club,  the  Kalamazoo 
Bait  and  Fly-Casting  Qub,  the  Kansas  Qty  Bait 
and  Fly-Casting  Club,  the  Racine  Fly-Casting  Club, 
the  San  Francisco  Fly-Casting  Club. 

A  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  angling 
clubs  and  anglers  to  correspond  with  the  president 
or  secretary  relative  to  their  joining  the  association 
as  a  club,  or  forming  clubs  eUgible  to  membership. 

Provision  will  also  be  made  for  individual  mem- 
bership where  the  formation  of  a  club  is  not  feasible. 
The  officers  elected  for  the  current  year  are : 
President,  H.  Wheeler  Perce,  Chicago  F.  G. 
C.  ;  First  Vice-President,  B.  L.  Shutts,  Kalamazoo 
B.  and  F.  C.  C.  ;  Second  Vice-President,  J.  W. 
Bramhall,  Kansas  City  B.  and  F.  C.  C.  ;  Third 
Vice-President,  Fred.  J.  Wells,  Fox  River  Valley 
B.  C.  C.  ;  Fourth  Vice-President,  W  Jter  B.  Mans- 
field, San  Francisco  F.  C.  C.  ;  Secretary,  H.  E.  Rice, 
Illinois  B.  C.  C.  ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  F.  Browne, 
Racine  F.  C.  C. 

The  enthusiasm  over  the  new  organisation  is 
very  great,  and  it  is  generally  beheved  its  influence 
will  be  far-reaching,  and  that  the  beautiful  sport 
of  tournament  or  contest-casting  will  receive  an 


Many  catches  similar  to  this  have  been  taken  by 
the  same  angler. 

One  is  obhged  to  pay  a  licence  of  £1  in  order  to 
fish  m  New  Zealand,  but  who  would  grudge  that 
small  payment  when  a  catch  Uke  the  above  shows 
what  glorious  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  there  ? 

Sorley  Brown. 


PELICAN   BAY,    ON  KLAMATH 
LAKE,  SOUTHEKN  OKEGON. 

Db.  C.  E.  Reed,  of  San  Francisco,  sends  me 
some  particulars  respecting  the  fishing  and  other 
sport  to  be  had  by  visitors  to  Pelican  Bay  Lodge, 
on  Klamath  Lake,  S.  Oregon.  With  these  parti- 
culars, the  doctor  sends  this  note: — 

«'  This  is  O.K. ;  lots  of  big  rainbows.  Mrs.  Reed 
caught  one  of  11  lb.,  29in.  in  length,  on  a  5oz.  rod, 
after  a  forty-five  minutes'  fight." 

Here  are  the  particulars,  and  I  give  them  not 
only  for  the  benefit  of  those  British  anglers  who 
wander  about  the  world  after  sport,  but  also  for 
our  readers  generally  who  like  to  read  of  such 
attractive  places  By  the  way,  what  a  curious 
thing  it  is  that  nearly  all  Americans  disfigure  the 
fish  they  catch  by  breaking  the  head  back,  showmg 
gaping  mouth  and  gills,  caused  by  the  way  they 
carry  them.  Even  their  artists  seem  to  think  it  is 
artistic  to  depict  salmon  and  trout  with  dislocated 
heads. 

"  Pelican  Bay  lies  at  the  northern  end  of  upper 
Klamath  Lake,  east  of  the  Cascade  Mountains  in 
Southern  Oregon,  at  an  elevation  of  4450ft.  above 
the  sea.    Fed  by  springs  of  icy  purity,  surrounded 


by  pine-covered  hills  and  mountains,  bordered  by 
waving  sword-grass  and  the  graceful  willow,  no 
more  beautiful  sheet  of  water  exists  to-day. 

"Across  the  bay  and  lake  lies  Medoe  Point,  the 
ancient  home  of  that  fiery  tribe  whose  subjugation 
cost  the  Government  so  much  in  lives  and  money, 
on  its  north  shore  Mount  Pelican  slopes  to  the 
water's  edge,  while  twelve  miles  away  the  snow- 
covered  crest  of  Mount  Pit  marks  the  path  of  the 
descending  sun. 

"To  the  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  nature  this 
spot  presents  unsurpassed  attractions,  while  to  the 
sportsman  and  angler  it  is  a  paradise — nowhere 
in  the  United  States  can  trout  of  the  like  size  be 
taken  so  easily  with  the  fly.  The  sparkling  waters 
of  the  bay  and  its  tributary  creeks  abound  with 
that  king  of  game  fish — the  leaping  rainbow 
trout — which  here  attains  enormous  size,  fish  of 
101b.  and  over  being  taken  every  season,  while  the 
record  stands  at  22^1b. 

"Jack  snipe  abound  in  the  marsh  meadows, 
geese  and  native  pheasants  in  the  woods,  and 
excellent  duck  shooting  is  had  from  neighbouring 
marshes,  which  are  the  breeding  places  of  the 
mallard.  Last,  but  by  no  means  the  least,  the 
wooded  hills  are  the  home  of  deer,  nor  are  bear 
wanting  to  reward  the  efforts  of  the  hunter. 

"  The  Lodge,  which  is  opened  this  year  under 
new  and  competent  management,  is  a  commodious 
log  house,  surrounded  by  a  number  of  picturesque 
log  cabins  and  located  a  short  distance  from  the 
bay  at  the  head  of  a  beautiful  creek,  whose  boiling 
springs  furnish  an  unlimited  supply  of  the  purest 
and  coldest  water,  which  is  piped  to  every  cabin. 

"No  attempt  is  made  to  provide  an  elaborate 
cuisine,  but  those  who  can  content  themselves  with 
the  best  the  market  affords  in  the  way  of  good  food 
well  cooked  and  served  with  plenty  of  fresh  milk, 
cream,  eggs,  and  butter  will  be  entirely  satisfied, 
special  attention  is  given  to  the  cooking  of  game 
and  fish. 

"  A  full  supply  of  fishing  and  ducking  boats  is  at 
hand,  together  with  good  saddle,  driving,  and  pack 
horses,  for  pleasure  jaunt  or  hunting  trips,  all  of 
which  can  be  rented  at  reasonable  rates.  Camping 
outfits  are  provided,  and  competent  boatmen  and 
guides  are  in  attendance. 

"  To  accommodate  the  many  persons  who  desire 
to  visit  the  famous  Crater  Lake,  a  specialty  of  the 
present  season  will  be  frequent  trips  to  this  wonder- 
ful phenomenon,  which  can  be  reached  more  easily 
and  quickly  from  the  Lodge  than  any  other  point. 

"  Pelican  Bay  can  be  reached  from  the  Shasta 
route  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad.  From 
Thrall  by  branch  railroad  to  Pokegema,  thence  by 
stage  to  Klamath  Falls,  and  by  steamer  up  the 
lake  to  the  Lodge  (a  most  delightful  trip),  or  from 
Ashland  by  mail  stage  over  the  famous  Dead  Indian 
Road  direct  to  the  Lodge.  Steamer  and  stage  both 
make  two  trips  weekly,  on  Monday  and  Thursday 
returning  the  following  day. 

"  Open  Seasons. 
"Trout— April  to  Oct.  31. 
"Deer,  bucks— Aug.  15  to  Oct.  31. 
"  Does— Sept.  1  to  Oct.  31. 
"  Geese  and  pheasants — Aug.  15  to  Nov.  31. 
"  Snipe  not  protected. 
"  Ducks— Sept.  1  to  Jan.  31. 

"OuB  Sportsman's  Cebed. 
"  Obey  the  Game  Laws  ;  return  to  the  water  all 
fish  that  cannot  be  used. 

"The  Lodge  is  a  post  office  and  telephone  station. 
"For  all  information,  address  John  H.  Rice, 
Manager,  Pelican,  Oregon." 


Golden  Fish- Hooks.— E.  J.  Smith,  of  Tuscon. 
Ariz.,  has  four  gold  fish-hooks  that  he  unearthed  in 
the  South  American  places.  He  was  mining  in  a 
river  bed  near  the  city  of  Cali,in  the  State  of  Cauca. 
United  States  of  Colombia,  in  1866,  when  he  pulled 
up  a  small  tree  by  the  roots,  and  there  in  the  sand 
lay  an  even  baker's  dozen  of  regularly-shaped  gold 
fish-hooks  of  the  ordinary  size.  They  are  not  hent 
in  the  Limerick  fashion.  Without  doubt  they  are 
the  work  of  prehistoric  Indians  governed  by  the 
Incas.  \Mien  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  San  Francisco 
he  gave  some  away,  lost  others,  and  now  has  only 
four  left.  He  has  been  repeatedly  asked  to  put  his 
price  on  these,  but  refuses  to  do  so.  The  other  day 
he  refused  an  offer  of  S20  for  one.  It  was  such 
trifles  as  these  that  excited  the  avarice  of  Pizarro 
and  other  vandals  who  tore  down  better  govern- 
ments than  have  ever  occupied  the  same  territory 
since. — Forest  and  Stream. 
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MtrcH  literature,  ephemeral  and  otherwise,  has 
ranged  about  the  angling  to  be  obtained  in  Wales, 
nevertheless  the  sweetest  corner  of  the  Principality 
remains,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  as  yet  undescribed. 
The  author  of  "  Fishing  in  Wales '"'  has  discoursed 
■with  commendable  particularity  upon  the  chances 
of  sport  to  be  obtained  in  all  the  counties  of  Wales 
save  one  ;  but  that  county — Pembrokeshire — 
contains  two  excellent  trout  streams,  worthy  almost 
to  be  dignified  by  the  title  of  river  (if  the  fact  that 
salmon  are  to  be  taken  therein  may  be  regarded  as 
constituting  a  claim  to  the  more  honourable  appel- 
lation), and  a  number  of  brooks,  not  one  of  which  is 
hkely  to  disappoint  the  careful  fisherman. 

It  is  not,  however,  of  the  fresh-water  fishing  that 
I  would  speak  in  this  article.  The  sea-coast  is  even 
more  neglected  than  the  rivers.  Yet  here,  I  believe, 
the  fishing  to  be  as  good  as  can  be  obtained  at  any 
spot  within  an  equal  distance  from  London.  I  have 
found  references  in  angling  literature  to  the  sport 
to  be  obtained  in  Mlford  Haven  :  the  sportive  bass 
of  the  Barmouth  estuary  are  not  unchronicled  ; 
the  scenery  of  Cardigan  Bay  has  received  its  meed  of 
praise  ;  but  nowhere  have  I  found  a  single  reference 
to  the  magnificent  piece  of  coast  that  lies  between 
St.  David's  Head  to  the  north  and  St.  Ann's  Head 
to  the  south.  As  for  the  scenery,  a  few  words  will 
sufiice.  The  writer  is  not  an  artist,  however  much 
he  may  be  in  love  with  Nature's  handiwork.  For 
the  purpose  of  this  article  he  is  a  sea-angler.  Yet 
so  beautiful  is  the  coast,  with  its  steep  clifs,  now 
bare  and  forbidding,  now  fringed  down  to  the  water's 
edge  with  heather  and  brambles,  bracken  and  gorse ; 
with  its  pleasant  havens,  where  the  bathers  safely 
disport  themselves  on  the  firm  yellow  sand  ;  with  its 
picturesque  "  stacks,"  round  which  wheel  multitudes 
of  screaming  birds,  and  where  you  may  any  day 
approach  within  a  hundred  yards  of  a  seal  or  two  ; 
with  its  clear  and  brilliant  waters,  unmatched  for 
intensity  of  colour  along  the  British  coast — bo 
entrancing  is  it  all  that  for  a  pure  feast  of  beauty 
one  would  gladly  spend  a  long  holiday  in  its  vicinity, 
even  were  there  no  added  attraction  in  the  form 
cf  anghng. 

That,  however,  is  very  far  from  being  the  case, 
and  the  angler  who  relies  upon  Admiralty  charts 
and  the  fruits  of  his  experience  in  other  waters  is 
not  likely  to  fail  here.  But  let  him  not  pin  his  faith 
upon  the  local  fishermen.  Charming  men  they  may 
be,  willing  and  unsparing  of  labour,  thorough 
sportsmen,  but  of  anghng  their  knowledge  is  nil. 
Their  one  idea,  apart  from  trawling,  is  to  trail  for 
mackerel,  or  if  the  mackerel  are  not  yet  in,  for 
pollack.  One  of  them  admitted  to  me  the  other 
day  that  he  had  never  before  seen  plaice  taken  by  a 
hook.  Another,  in  reply  to  a  request  for  worms, 
spent  half  a  day  in  gathering  a  few  score  lobs ! — 
though  he  might  have  half-filled  a  bucket  with  lugs 
in  a  quarter  of  the  time.  No,  if  you  go  to  St. 
Bride's  Bay  to  angle,  do  it  on  your  own,  except  so 
far  as  the  manipulation  of  the  boat  is  concerned. 

But  enough  of  generalities.  The  fish  most 
courted  is,  perhaps,  the  mackerel,  which  usually 
arrive  about  the  middle  of  August,  and  are  then 
taken  in  vast  quantities  until  they  again  disappear. 
The  best  bait  here,  as  in  most  places,  is  the  "last" 
from  the  tail  of  the  first  fish  taken  Pollack  may  be 
obtained  when  there  is  not  too  much  ground-swell, 
by  rowing  or  sailing  slowly  near  the  coast,  or,  better 
still,  round  the  "stacks."  These  "stacks"  are 
masses  of  rock  which  rise  somewhat  less  than  a  mile 
out  at  sea  opposite  St  Bride's  and  Solvarespectively ; 
and  perhaps  the  Solva  stacks  are  the  more  productive 
of  pollack,  especially  in  point  of  size.  The  india- 
rubber  worm  or  sand-eel  may  be  relied  on.  I  was 
never  able  to  get  any  live  sand-eels. 

Frequently  when  pollack  fishing  a  gurnard  takes 
the  bait ;  indeed,  this  fish  is  most  plentiful  in  the 
bay,  and  as  ravenous  as  he  is  plentiful.  As  one  of 
the  boatmen  remarked  to  me :  "  Mr.  Pollack,  sir, 
he  wiU  have  his  own  bait — a  bit  of  babies'  bottle 
tubing  on  a  mackerel  hook  ;  but  Mr.  Gurnard,  you 
can't  misfeed  him."  I  have  taken  an  odd  one  or 
two  by  spinning  deep  with  a  brass  fly-spoon. 

Bass  are  numerous  and  large.  One  of  141b.  was 
taken  the  other  day  in  a  seine,  but  smaller  ones  may 
be  caught  from  the  Sofa  Rock  at  Broad  Haven,  or 
from  the  point  at  Little  Haven  ;  or,  indeed,  from 
almost  any  point  where  standing  room  can  be  ob- 
tained from  half-tide  to  high-water.  A  common 
spoon  has  been  known  to  be  effective,  but  the 
ordinary  baits  are  probably  better.  The  writer, 
however,  wishes  to  disclaim  any  success  in  this 


department.  He  only  tried  once  and  found  that 
trying  to^cast  a  light  bait  with  a  sea~-rod  and  heavy 
line  was  more  arduous  than  remunerative. 

Flatfish  of  all  sorts  come  in  *rom  the  trawlers  in 
the  bay,  and  a  good  pailful  of  worms  will  almost 
certainly  result  in  a  heavy  take  of  plaice  at  any  rate. 
Soles  are  there — excellent  soles — but  I  fancy  they 
seldom  come  to  the  hook.  There  is  excellent 
conger  fishing  in  Goldtrop  Bay,  by  the  lifeboat  house 
under  Talbenny  Church,  and  doubtless  also  in  other 
rocky  places  as  yet  unexplored  by  the  writer. 
The  herring-nets  are  busy  also  in  their  season  off 
Goldtrop.  Of  other  fish  which  I  saw  taken  in  the 
bay,  though  not  on  rod  and  line,  I  may  mention 
a  few  mullet,  a  quantity  of  toothsome  sevtin,  one 
of  which,  weighing  4Jlb.,  was  taken  by  a  visitor  in  a 
seine  net,  and  plenty  of  crabs  and  lobsters.  Indeed, 
the  crab  and  lobster  trade  is  rather  dangerous  to 
the  angler's  equipment:  the  shore  from  Goldtrop 
round  to  St.  Ann's,  and  the  vicinity  of  St.  Bride's 
Stack  being  liberally  fringed  with  the  buoys  which 
proclaim  the  presence  of  the  pots.  The  wi'iter 
himself  caught  no  whiting,  hwt  is  credibly  informed 
that  they  may  be  taken,  and  have  been  taken  in 
quantities  between  the  Howney  Stone  and  St. 
Bride's  Stack. 

Now  as  to  accommodation,  boats,  etc.,  I  would 
recommend  either  Solva  or  Broad  Haven,  or 
Little  Haven,  as  headquarters.  The  former  place 
is  about  twelve  miles  from  Haverfordwest ;  the 
two  latter  between  six  and  seven.  There  are 
hotels  at  each  place,  but  the  most  satisfactory  plan 
is,  perhaps,  to  take  a  cottage.  If,  however,  the 
visitor  prefers,  rooms  can  be  booked  early  in  the 
season  at  fairly  moderate  prices.  Billy  Jenkins, 
of  Broad  Haven,  will  meet  trains,  and  as  he  is  one 
of  a  clan  which  owns  boats  and  knows  a  good  deal 
about  the  locality,  he  is  a  man  to  be  cultivated. 
A  sailing-boat  and  man  can  be  hired  for  the  low 
sum  of  six  shillings  a  day,  and  the  boatmen  cannot 
be  too  highly  praised  for  their  willingness  to  please, 
and  for  their  contempt  of  muscular  exertion. 
If  the  wind  fails,  they  will  cheerfully  row  the  whole 
day  long. 

With  any  wind  but  the  west  the  bay  is  quiet  and 
absolutely  safe.  The  west  wind,  however,  brings  in 
the  Atlantic  swell,  and  a  great  sea  comes  roaring  in, 
to  break  upon  the  jagged  rocks  that  fringe  the  coast. 
In  such  a  case  it  will  be  difficult  to  put  off  from  the 
havens,  but  a  walk  of  a  mile  will  take  one  to  the 
Goldtrop  anchorage,  which  is  always  available 
when  the  havens  are  not.  Solva  possesses  a  winding 
estuary,  but  landing  depends  on  the  state  of  the 
tide.  The  floor  of  the  bay  is  mostly  sand,  but  in 
some  places  there  is  mud,  in  others  the  bottom  is 
broken  ;  the  depth  varies  from  about  four  to  fifteen 
fathoms.  Accordingly  the  angler  may  confidently 
look  for  a  great  variety  in  his  basket  at  the  end  of  the 
day.  Finally,  let  me  once  more  advise  the  intend- 
ing visitor  to  take  his  own  tackle  (for  I  believe  he 
can  get  none  nearer  than  Tenby),  and  an  Admiralty 
chart,  and  let  him  beware  of  trusting  overmuch 
to  local  methods,  which  are  either  monotonous  or 
unremunerative.  Midlandek. 


POND  CULTUKE. 


In  these  days,  when  the  artificial  cultivation  of 
fish  is  so  well  understood  by  the  few,  one  is  often 
tempted  to  wonder  why  there  should  still  be  so 
many  pieces  of  water  Ijdng  practically  waste  in  our 
midst.  Every  pond  of  fairly  pure  water — to  say 
nothing  of  many  whose  claims  in  that  respect  may 
be,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  doubtful — has  a  monetary 
value,  from  a  fish-producing  point  of  view  ;  yet  in 
how  few  cases  do  we  find  it  turned  to  account ! 
The  demand  for  fish  as  food  was  probably  never 
greater  than  at  the  present  day,  and  for  fishing,  as 
sport,  it  has  certainly  never  been  anything  Uke  so 
keen  ;  yet  how  slow  the  owners  of  what  might  be 
profitable  water,  but  which  has  long  been  allowed 
to  lie  idle,  are  to  take  advantage  of  their  good 
fortune  ;  and  when  will  this  neglect — this  apathy — 
have  an  end  ? 

A  mill-dam,  or  pond  of  some  sort,  of  greater  or 
less  dimensions,  is  a  pretty  frequent  adjunct  to  a 
farm,  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  with  the 
replacing  of  water-power  by  steam  or  other  modern 
inventions,  the  primary  object  of  its  existence  may 
have  passed  away  ;  but  it  seems  never  to  occur  to 
the  occupant  of  the  premises  that  the  pond  might 
be  turned  to  profitable  use  in  another  direction. 
Too  often,  where  the  dam  has  been  artificially 
constructed  (frequently  at  very  considerable  cost  to 
the  then  owner),  the  retaining  bank  has  been  suffered 


to  fall  into  disrepair,  or  the  water  may  even  have 
been  dr.-iined  away  as  being  useless  (again  at  con- 
siderable expense)  in  order  that  the  land  which  it 
occupied  might  be  converted  into  gardens — pro- 
bably never  to  be  properly  tilled  or  cared  for  !— 
but  it  never  seems  to  have  entered  into  the  reckoning 
that  the  said  pond,  as  such,  might  be  made  to  yield 
more  rent  than  any  other  portion  of  the  holding, 
of  similar  extent ;  and  that,  too,  with  far  and  away 
less  risk  of  loss  or  outlay  of  capital  upon  it.  Nor 
ought  we,  perhaps,  in  fairness,  to  blame  the  farmer 
too  much  that  this  is  so.  He  is  but  the  tenant  of 
the  place,  and  when  he  sees  the  larger  pieces  of  water, 
in  the  pleasure-grounds  or  woodlands,  of  his  squire 
made  no  use  of,  from  a  fish,  or  revenue-producing 
point  of  view,  it  is  not  altogether  unnatural  that 
he  should  have  overlooked  the  point. 

Where  there  hapijens  to  be  a  sufficient  overflow 
from  an  existing  pond,  trout  or  other  fish  may, 
perhaps,  find  their  way  into  it  unassisted  ;  but  on 
the  principle  that  "  what  costs  nothing  is  worth 
nothing,"  they  seldom  receive  any  attention,  even 
if  they  do  so.  Some  of  the  cottagers  may  perhaps 
set  an  occasional  night-Une  and  catch  one  or  two 
fish  for  home  consumption,  but  if  they  do  it  is 
probably  more  or  less  surreptitiously,  and  they 
don't  make  any  fuss  about  it.  The  blacksmith  or 
the  mole-catcher,  or  some  other  member  of  the 
less  migratory  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  homestead, 
may  even  be  in  possession  of  considerable  infor- 
mation regarding  the  fish-producing  capabihties  of 
the  pond  (to  which  his  breakfast  or  supper- table 
could  no  doubt  often  bear  testimony),  but  he,  too, 
douce  man,  %visely  keeps  his  knowledge  to  himself, 
and  does  not  obtrude  it,  unasked,  upon  anybody. 
Yet  how  easily  all  this  might  be  changed,  and  the 
neglected  pond  turned  into  a  paying  investment ! 

The  farmer  is  being  constantly  urged  by  his 
friends  (chiefly,  perhaps,  by  those  who  have  some 
pohtical  axe  of  their  own  to  grind)  to  devote  more 
attention  to  the  by-products  of  agriculture — fruit, 
honey,  poultry  and  the  rest — but  fish,  somehow, 
are  almost  invariably  overlooked.    It  may  be,  in 
some  cases,  because  they  are  reserved,  with  the 
sporting  rights,  to  the  landlord.  In  that  event,  the 
responsibihty  for  neglect  is  only  shifted  to  other 
shoulders,  for  it  is  beyond  question  that  water  can, 
in  most  cases,  be  made  to  produce  more,  from  a 
purely  commercial  point  of  view,  than  land,  with  a 
hke  amount  of  care  and  attention  bestowed  upon 
it ;  while  if  its  sporting  value  be  taken  into  account, 
its  yield  can  be  very  materially  increased.  Every 
practical  farmer  is  aware  of  the  outlay,  in  labour 
and  otherwise,  that  it  is  necessary  to  make  in  order 
that  there  may  be  a  fair  prospect  of  reaping  a  return 
of,  say,  20s.  from  an  acre  of  land.    Then  let  us  see 
how  the  case  stands  with  regard  to  water.  Many 
ponds  crop  up  before  the  mind's  eye,  as  we  write, 
which  would  require  Uttle  or  no  expenditure  before 
fish  were  turned  into  them  ;  their  banks  are  already 
more  or  less  surrounded  with  bushes  or  trees,  and 
their  margins,  and  under-surf  ace,  clothed  with  aquatic 
vegetation.    They  have  lain  fallow  for  years,  and 
are  teeming  with  natural  food  for  fish,  and,  for  the 
present,  would  require;nothing  except  the  initial  cost 
of  stocking.   To  take  one  such  pond,  which  covers, 
with  the  bushes  around  it,  less  than  half  an  acre, 
at  a  low  estimate,  it  would  easily  feed  400  trout. 
These,  as  yearhngs  of  5in.  or  6in.  in  length,  should 
not  cost  more  than  £5,  delivered  free  at  the  pond, 
and  the  year  after  being  turned  in  many  of  them 
ought  to  have  grown  to  close  upon  1  lb.  apiece. 
Suppose,  however,  that  half  of  them  were  taken  at 
that  weight,  and  at  Is.  a  pound,  we  have  the  original 
outlay  returned  twice  over.    Surely  a  fair  invest- 
ment !    If  the  pond  were  convenient  to  a  railway 
station,  and  near  some  populous  centre,  how  many 
anglers  would  be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  fishing 
it,  and  how  much  per  day  they  would  be  willing  to 
pay  for  the  privilege,  even  though  they  were  not 
allowed  to  retain  the  fish  they  caught,  are  questions 
which  we  leave  readers  to  answer  for  themselves, 
according  to  locaUty  and  other  circumstances. 

What  apphes  to  the  farmer's  modest  pond  is,  of 
course,  applicable,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  to  many  a 
more  pretentious  piece  of  water.  While  on  most 
estates  there  are  many  loW:lying  bits  of  ground, 
naturally  wet,  and  practically  worthless  from  an 
agricultural  point  of  view,  which  might,  with  very 
little  trouble  or  expense,  be  converted  uito  first-ra  te 
fish-ponds.  Old  quarries,  disused  clay- pits,  and  the 
hke,  are  often  admirably  adapted  in  this  respect ; 
but  what  need  to  pursue  the  argument  further  ? 
Let  anyone,  who  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  such  a 
place,  make  the  experiment  for  himself— if  he  has 
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not  sufficient  confidenco  in  his  own  knowledge  of 
such  matters,  calling  in  an  expert  to  aid  him  in  the 
first  instance — and  the  result  may  surprise  him. 
He  may  some  day  wako  up  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
had  for  years,  at  his  own  door,  the  means  of  supply- 
ing himself  with  fish,  for  which  he  has  all  the  while 
been  accustomed  to  send  to  market ;  and  not  only 
so,  but  he  may  have  them  for  less  than  nothing,  if  he 
cares  to  run  the  pond  on  commercial  hues.  He 
may  even  make  a  profit,  and  that  a  considerable  one, 
out  of  it  by  netting  alone,  if  he  feels  disposed  to, 
and  still,  if  he  be  an  angler,  have  plenty  of  sport  for 
nothing.  If  he  be  not  of  the  brotherhood — -well, 
he  has  our  sympathy — but  no  doubt  in  that  case 
he  still  has  plenty  of  friends  who  are  fishermen. 
If  the  answer  be  stiU  in  the  negative — well — again 
he  can  console  himself  with  the  assurance  that  the 
man  with  good  fishing  at  his  gate  seldom  lacks 
friends  long,  and  their  name  is  legion  who  would 
willingly  supply  the  deficiency  ! 

,1  "  Lichen  Grey. 


ME.  LEONAED  WEIGHTSON'S 
FINE  TUEBOT. 


Last  week  we  gave  an  account  of  Mr.  L.  B. 
Wrightson's  capture  of  a  fine  141b.  5oz.  turbot 
taken  from  the  pier  at  Southwold  on  Sept.  4. 

Mr.  Wrightson  has  always  taken,  and  still  takes. 


very  great  interest  in  everything  that  appertains 
to  sea  angling,  as  the  following  will  show  : 

As  a  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
he  was  silver  medalUst  for  1900,  1904,  and  1905. 
As  a  member  of  the  Gresham  Anglers  he  took  the 
"  Ladell "  challenge  shield  and  silver  medal  in  1898, 
and  silver  medal  (perch)  1899.  He  is  hon.  agent 
and  correspondent  of  the  Marine  Biological  Associa- 
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tion,  a  vice-president  of  the  Southwold  Sea  Angling 
Society,  and  an  officer  of  the  Suffolk  and  Essex 
Fishery  District  (Sea  Fisheries  Regulation  Acts, 
1888  to  1894). 

We  have  a  photograph  of  Mr.  W.  standing  on 
the  pier  with  a  gull  feeding  from  his  hand.  The 
gull  is  named  "  Tommy,"  and  is  well  known  in  the 
winter  to  the  Jiabituea  of  the  pier.  "Tommy" 
will  also  take  "tit- bits"  from  off  Mr.  Wrightson's 
cap.   


BEEAM  FISHING  IN  NEW 
SOUTH  WALES. 

The  difference  between  the  salt-water  river  and 
estuary  fishing  in  this  portion  of  the  world  and 
your  own  river,  lake,  or  pond  fishing  is  some- 
thing over  which  I  have  spent  many  a  pleasant 
hour,  in  discussion  and  sohloquy.  Times  and  oft 
have  my  thoughts  wandered  back  (nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago)  to  my  schoolboy  days,  when 
residing  at  Stratford.  I  tried  With  a  "  three-jointed 
willow "  the  backwaters  of  the  Lea  at  Temple 
Mills  or  Beresford's  Waters,  further  on,  along  the 
Lea  proper,  from  Lea  Bridge  to  Tottenham  Lock, 
and  more  or  less  the  whole  of  the  river  past  Ware, 
and  thought  what  rolHcking  long  days  they  used  to 
be.  Again  I  go  back  to  the  old  times,  when  we 
used  to  go  by  the  old  horse  tram  as  far  as  the 


Green  Maa  at  Leytonstone,  tramp  across  the  flats 
to  the  Eagle  Pond  at  Snaresbrook — with  its  pretty 
Infant  Orphan  Asylum  in  the  backgrotind— and  try 
for  the  wily  roach  and  bream,  getting  back  to  the 
Green  Man  Pond  by  evening  and  endeavouring  to 
hook  a  few  carp  for  the  aquarium,  various  trips  to 
the  ponds  at  Woodford,  not  forgetting  that  good 
gudgeon  and  perch  stream,  the  Roding,  which,  by 
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the  way,  in  those  days  used  to  give  us  some  very 
good  sport  among  those  fish,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
nice  jack  thrown  in.  Vivid  recollections  also  flash 
across  my  memory  of  sport  among  the  bream  at 
the  Welsh  Harp,  or  at  Dagenham,  but  here  I  must 
stop — enough  of  retrospect — the  magic  word 
"  bream  "  causes  it.  If  you  want  to  set  pulses 
tinghng  or  the  heart  of  a  New  South  Wales  fisher- 
man thumping  mention  "  bream." 

I  am  speaking  now  of  what  is  termed  out  here 
tho  "  black  bream,"  not  because  he  is  black,  for 
the  fish  is  not  really  so  ;  speaking  properly,  h  -  is 
"  silvery,"  and  is,  perhaps,  nearly  a  counterpart 
of  his  Enghsh  cousin.  The  reason  wo  always  say 
"  black  "  bream  is  to  distinguish  it  from  the  red 
bream  (the  young  of  the  famous  schnapper). 
The  black  bream  is  the  best,  gamest,  and  hand- 
somest fish  for  sport  in  these  waters,  the  best 
eating,  and  hardest  fish  to  catch,  owing  to  his 
subtle  methods  of  biting.  It  is  only  during  the 
past  six  or  eight  years  that  rod  fishing  for  bream 
has  taken  any  great  hold  on  the  anglers  in  and 
around  Sydney. 

I  well  remember  some  fifteen  years  ago  causing 
a  mild  sensation  on  Botany  Pier  by  using  a  rod. 
Everybody  gathered  round  to  have  a  look,  and 
having  satisfied  their  curiosity  sent  along  some- 
body else  to  have  a  look  "  at  der  bloke  fishing 
with  a  clothes-prop";  the  chaffing  I  got  caused  nie 
to  turn  it  up  for  some  time.  Rod  fishing  for  bream 
out  here  is  an  art  in  itself,  and  the  fishermen  (both 
rod  and  hand-line)  are  among  the  best  experts,  if 
not  absolutely  the  cleverest,  with  their  light  tackle 
in  anj-  part  of  the  world.  The  gear  of  the  black 
bream  fisherman  will  consist  of  a  good  20ft.  rod, 
landing-net  with  handle  about  6ft.  to  8ft.  long, 
small  apron,  containing  two  pockets,  one  for 
"  berley  "  (ground-bait)  and  the  other  for  bait,  and 
his  tackle  will  be  of  the  very  finest  and  hghtest 
that  can  be  got ;  on  his  reel  he  will  have  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  of  fairly  heavy  line  (No.  16  tM'ist), 
but  the  casting  part  wiU  be  about  18ft..  and  consist 
of  14ft.  of  No.  30  silk  twist,  and  the  remaining 
4ft.  of  a  single  fine  gut,  a  No.  2  or  No.  3  hook, 
and  a  pellet  of  swan  shot. 

No  float  is  required  on  account  of  the  uneven- 
ness  of  the  bottom.  The  fine  is  cast  up  against 
the  tide  and  allowed  to  woik  dovm  with  it,  the 
rod  being  raised  or  lowered  as  the  roughness  of  the 
bottom  demands  ;  the  bait  must  be  kept  just  clear 
of  the  bottom.  The  reason  hght  tackle  and  gut  are 
used  is  that  the  "  darkies  "  wiU  not  have  anything 
to  do  with  heavy  gear.  Their  cunning  is  remark- 
able, and  they  have  to  be  fooled  into  beUeving  that 
the  prawn  is  wandering  down  alone  with  the  tide. 
When  hooked  they  usually  make  straight  for  the 
nearest  rock,  and  that  is  where  the  skill  of  the 
angler  is  taxed  to  its  utmost.  If  he  puts  too  much 
strain  on  the  flimsy  line  it  will  part,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  fish  is  not  checked,  he  will  cut 
the  fine  on  the  oyster-covered  rocks. 

Some  fish  will  not  be  denied,  no  matter  the  skiU 
of  the  angler,  for  it  is  an  absolute  impossibihty  to 
stop  a  "  darkie  "  of  31b.  with  a  fighting  weight  of 
201b.  on  a  Une  with  a  breaking  strain  of  41b.  when 
he  knows  that  safety  Ues  in  the  rocks  if  he  can  only 
^et  there.  The  best  anglers  have  tried  to  over- 
come this  difficulty,  but  so  far  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful, the  fish  may  be  taking  the  bait  every  cast, 
and  beating  the  angler  three  times  out  of  four. 
When  at  last  in  desperation  the  sportsman  tries 
heavier  tackle,  their  interest  in  him  ceases  imme- 
diately, and  so  far  as  he  is  concerned  there  is  nut  a 
fish  left  in  the  river. 

When  the  fish  is  beaten  he  must  be  carefully 
handled  until  netted  with  the  8ft.  landing-net — 
that  is  done  by  keeping  his  nose  out  of  the  water 
and  gradually  working  him  in  with  the  right  hand, 
with  the  butt  of  the  rod  resting  on  the  rocks. 
Many  a  fish  has  been  lost  at  the  last  moment  by 
being  allowed  to  get  his  head  and  find  the  rocks. 
A  fish  wiU  be  coming  in  apparently  beaten,  M-hen  the 
touch  of  the  net  will  galvanise  him  into  making  a 
desperate  effort,  and,  if  the  angler  is  not  ready, 
very  often  a  successful  dash  for  freedom.  Fishing 
for  the  black  bream  with  the  long  rods  must  be 
from  the  shore.  Boats  are  out  of  the  question  on 
account  of  the  strong  tides. 

The  sport  is  fascinating  in  the  extreme,  and  men 
who  have  tried  both  consider  it  equal  if  not  superior 
to  trout  fishing.  They  will  go  long  journeys  and 
will  put  up  with  any  inconvenience  to  get  their 
sport.  A  successful  "  black  breamer  "  must  have 
an  enormous  stock  of  patience.  He  may  get  the 
fish  on  the  young  flood,  or  he  may  not  get  them 
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until  the  fxiW  tide,  and  very  often  they  do  not  come 
in  at  all.  To  do  black  bream  justice  for  their 
gameness  and  their  cunning  is  an  impossibihty.  If 
the  angler  has  learned  a  thousand  tricks  of  theirs, 
they  always  seem  to  find  a  new  one  for  him. 

Hand-Lineks. 

So  much  for  the  rod  fisherman,  but  I  think  that 
the  hand-line  man  in  skill  is  more  than  his  equal  in 
some  things,  as  he  has  more  difficulties  to  contend 
with  in  the  shape  of  his  fish  getting  foul  of  the 
"  kellick  rope."  Unless  he  lays  Ms  line  nice  and 
clear  in  the  boat,  the  fish  during  one  of  his  runs 
will  foul  it,  and  a  delightful  entanglement  it  gets 
into,  to  say  nothing  of  the  trouble  in  keeping  the 
light  Une  in  a  boat  if  there  is  any  wind  blowdng. 
The  hand-liner  \^ill  have  plenty  of  mooring  rope  up 
to  100  yards,  equally  divided  and  coiled  up  both 
fore  and  aft.  Say  "two  are  in  the  boat,  the  one 
with  the  oars  backs  into  the  shore,  the  other  makes 
the  stern  end  of  the  rope  fast  ashore.  The  oarsman 
quickly  pulls  out  into  the  stream  -for  about  sixty 
yards,  and  then  drops  over  the  anchor,  whilst  his 
mate  hauls  in  the  stern  rope  until  they  are  within, 
say,  30ft.  of  the  shore,  when  the  rope  is  tightened 
both  fore  and  aft.    Then  the  fishing  is  commenced. 

The  hand-liner's  gear  consists  of  about  60  to  100 
yards  No.  30  twist  in  a  ball,  a  yard  of  fine  gut. 
No.  2  or  No.  3  hook,  and  sufficient  shot  to  reach 
bottom.  If  the  tide  allows  it  they  will  "  berley." 
If  the  fish  are  quiet  they  try,  perjiaps,  further  out, 
and  then  closer  into  the  rocks  just  off  the  weeds. 
If  the  fish  do  not  come  along,  the  "  green  hands  " 
generally  want  to  try  somewhere  else,  but  the 
"  veterans  "  will  not  shift,  because  they  know  that  if 
it  be  flood  tide  the  odds  are  they  will  have  a  bit  of 
sport  with  the  Jewfish  at  high  water.  Splendid 
sport  follows  the  hooking  of  a  Jewfish  weighing 
from,  say,  61b.  to  201b.,  on  tliis  hght  tackle.  Fancy 
the  excitement  of  hooking  a  121b.  Jewfish!  He's 
off  !  the  fine  burns  your  fingers  and  cuts  them, 
you  want  to  stop  him,  the  breaking  strain  of  your 
line  is  about  41b.  ;  the  way  the  fish  is  travelling  it 
would  take  a  line  of  a  breaking  strain  of  301b.  to 
stop  him.  You  must  keep  a  very  nice  strain  on 
your  line  to  stop  that  fish  and  turn  him,  but  you 
do  it  after  he  has  had  a  run  of  perhaps  60  yards  ; 
then  you  have  to  lead  him  gently.  You  get  half 
your  line  back  again  into  the  boat  when  off  he 
dashes  again,  and  so  it  continues,  and  if  you  land 
that  fi  sh  inside  half  an  hour  you  are  lucky. 

The  Jewfish  is,  perhaps,  aptly  described  as  being 
in  shape  and  thickness  Uke  an  English  salmon. 
He  is  a  game  fighter  on  light  tackle,  and  I  have 
seen  strong  men,  after  a  tussle  extending  over  forty 
minutes,  thoroughly  prostrated  from  the  tense 
excitement  they  had  experienced.  I  say  again  that 
the  '  '  bream  "  fishermen  of  New  South  Wales  are 
among  the  cleverest  in  the  world,  and  emphatic.  Uy 
declare  this  kind  of  fishing  to  equal  anything  that 
could  be  had — tuna  fishing  at  Santa  Catalina  or 
tarpon  fishing  in  Florida  thro\^Ti  in.  A  magnificent 
bit  of  fishing  took  place  a  few  weeks  ago  and  was 
performed  by  a  fellow  club  member  whilst  "  bream- 
ing." The  following  is  an  account  of  it  clipped 
from  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of  May  22 
last : — 

"  Great  Hand-line  Fishing  Feat. — Wliile  fishing 
with  Messrs.  G.  Masson  and  J.  Danehy  at  Flint  and 
Steel  Point,  Broken  Bay,  last  week-end,  Mr.  George 
Hollingdale  caught  on  a  No.  30  varnished  silk-twisb 
line  a  201b.  Jewfish,  after  seventy  minutes'  play. 
Mr.  Hollingdale  was  hand-line  fishing  for  black 
bream,  and  had  three  lengths  of  the  line  joined, 
making  in  all  90  yards  of  line.  The  Jewfish  took 
out  all  the  line  three  or  four  times,  but  was  turned 
by  the  sportsman  and  fought  by  him  to  a  standstill. 
Thrice  the  lino  had  to  be  passed  under  the  mooring 
rope  as  the  fish  sheered  from  one  side  of  the  boat 
to  the  other.  The  fish  exhibited  great  gameness, 
and  did  not  give  any  signs  of  quitting  the  combat 
imtil  about  fifty-five  minutes  had  elapsed.  Then  it 
soimded  in  about  six  fathoms  of  water  directly 
\inder  the  boat,  and  had  to  be  induced  to  move 
head  upwards.  At  the  end  of  the  fight  the  fish 
lay  alongside  drowned  and  almost  loglike.  It  was 
gaffed,  and  lifted  into  the  boat,  and  ultimately 
weighed  on  the  station  scales  at  the  Hawkesbury 
in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  sportsmen. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the  Amateur  Fisher- 
men's Association  competitions  Mr.  Hollingdale  is 
often  handicapped  at  100  per  cent,  behind  scratch 
men,  and  that  others  have  100  per  cent,  of  the 
average  catch  added  to  their  scores." 

Feed.  A.  Millott, 
Joint  Hon.  Sec.  New  South  Wales  Amateur 
Fishermen's  Association,  Sydney. 
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"The  Great  Bank  of  Newfoundland  is  an  extensive 
shoal  lying  to  the  south-east  of  the  island,  measuring 
upwards  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  length, 
and  about  seventy-five  in  width,  the  water  varying 
in  depth  from  sixteen  to  sixty  fathoms. 

"  Cod  formerly  here  abounded  in  such  countless 
numbers  that  it  seemed  impossible  any  diminution 
in  the  supply  should  ever  arise  ;  frequent  complaints 
have,  however,  of  late  years  been  heard  of  the 
deterioration  of  this  important  fishery. 

"  The  season  for  the  fishery  commences  about 
May,  and  continues  tiU  August  for  exportation,  but 
by  the  inhabitant  is  continued  into  September. 
Each  vessel,  as  she  arrives  at  the  island,  takes  her 
station  opposite  any  unoccupied  part  of  the  beach 
which  may  afford  a  convenient  situation"  for  the 
curing  of  the  fish.  The  first  proceeding  is  to  unrig 
and  take  down  the  upper  masts,  etc.,  of  the  vessel, 
and  to  erect  or  prepare  the  stage  on  shore.  This  is 
a  covered  platform  projecting  over  the  water, 
strongly  built,  and  guarded  with  piles  to  prevent 
injury  from  the  boats.  On  the  stage  is  a  large 
firm  table,  on  which  aU  the  processes  to  be  hereafter 
described  are  performed. 

"  Near  the  shore  the  fishing  is  carried  on  in  boats 
about  eighteen  feet  keel,  in  the  offing  by  large 
boats,  and  on  the  Great  Bank  itself  in  schooners, 
with  a  crew  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  craft. 

"  Each  person  manages  two  lines,  and  each  line 
carries  two  hooks  ;  so  that  if  there  are  four  men  in 
the  boat,  which  is  usually  the  case,  there  are  sixteen 
baits  out.  The  bait  consists  of  herrings,  capelin, 
squid,  mackerel,  or  laimce.  Good  hands  will  take 
from  three  to  four  hundred  fish  in  a  day  ;  but  it  is 
severe  labour,  from  the  weight  of  the  fish  and  the 
extreme  cold  felt  in  such  an  exposed  situation  during 
easterly  winds  ;  in  fine  weather,  with  the  wind 
between  S.  and  W.,  the  temperature  is  agreeable. 
Two  men  have  sometimes  caught  above  two  thou- 
sand in  a  day. 

"  The  boats  take  their  station  on  the  edge  of  the 
shoal,  and  the  lines  being  baited  are  thrown  out. 
When  a  sufficient  load  has  been  taken,  it  is  carried 
to  the  stage  ;  for  if  the  fish  were  kept  too  long 
unopened  they  would  be  materially  injured. 

"  Each  fish  is  taken  by  a  man  standing  on  one 
side  of  the  table,  who  cuts  its  throat  with  a  knife. 
He  then  pushes  it  to  a  second  on  his  right  hand 
called  the  header  ;  this  person,  taking  the  fish  in 
his  left  hand,  draws  the  liver  out,  which  he  throws 
through  one  hole  into  a  cask  under  the  table,  and 
the  intestines  through  another  which  is  over  the 
sea,  into  which  they  drop.  He  next  separates  the 
head,  by  placing  the  fish  against  the  edge  of  the 
table,  ^  which  is  constructed  curved  and  sharp  at 
this  part  for  the  purpose  ;  and  pressing  on  the  head 
with  the  left  hand,  he,  with  a  violent  and  sudden 
wrench,  detaches  the  body,  which  by  the  action  is 
pushed  to  a  third  man  opposite  to  him,  the  head 
falling  through  an  opening  in  the  stage  into  the 
water.  The  man  who  performs  this  feat  sits  in  a 
chair  with  a  stout  back  to  enable  him  to  use  the 
necessary  force,  and  his  left  hand  is  guarded  with  a 
strong  leathern  glove  to  give  him  a  better  hold. 

"  The  splitter  cuts  the  body  open  from  the  neck 
downwards  with  rapidity,  but  with  a  skill  acquired 
by  long  practice  ;  the  value  of  the  body  depending 
on  its  being  done  in  a  particular  way.  The  sound- 
bone  is  detached  by  the  process,  and  is  suffered  to 
fall  also  into  the  sea,  unless  the  sounds  and  tongues 
are  intended  to  be  saved  for  use,  in  which  case  the 
requisite  number  of  them  and  of  the  heads  are 
thrown  aside,  and  removed,  so  as  to  offer  no  inter- 
ruption to  the  main  business. 

"  When  the  barrow  into  which  the  split  bodies  are 
thrown  is  full,  it  is  removed  to  the  salter  at  the 
further  end  of  the  stage,  who  piles  the  fish  in  layers, 
spreading  on  each  as  he  takes  it  out  a  proper 
quantity  of  salt,  which  must  be  apportioned  with 
accuracy  and  judgment,  a  deficiency  or  excess  of  it 
at  this  part  of  the  process  being  detrimental  to  the 
proper  curing. 

"  It  is  the  custom  in  some  places,  or  by  some 
fishermen,  to  place  the  split  fish  in  vats  or  oblong 
square  troughs,  instead  of  in  open  piles. 

"  After  remaining  from  four  to  six  days  in  salt, 
the  fish  are  washed  in  sea-water,  in  large  wooden 


troughs,  seven  or  eight  feet  wide  and  three  or  four 
deep,  a  quantity  of  the  bodies  being  put  in  at  a 
time  ;  each  is  taken  up  singly  and  carefully  cleaned 
with  a  woollen  cloth,  and  then  laid  in  long  rows  on 
the  stage  to  drain  for  a  day  or  two.  When  a 
sufficient  quantity  is  thus  preparetl,  it  is  spread  to 
dry  on  stages,  made  either  of  wattles  supported  on 
poles  or  else  of  more  substantial  timber,  the  object 
being  that  the  cod  should  be  thoroughly  and  equally 
exposed  to  a  free  circulation  of  air.  Every  evening 
the  fish  are  gathered  into  heaps  of  three  or  more, 
placed  one  on  top  of  the  other,  the  backs  being 
uppermost  to  guard  against  rain  or  damp  during  the 
night.  These  piles  are  increased  as  the  fish  become 
more  dry  ;  but  during  the  daytime  they  are  spread 
out  on  the  flakes  or  stages  separately.  On  the  fifth 
evening  the  night  piles  consist  of  from  forty  to  fifty 
fish  each,  laid  regularly,  with  a  few  at  top,  disposed 
like  thatch  to  throw  off  the  rain  ;  and  when  finally 
made  up  into  stacks  ready  for  shipment,  tarpaulins 
and  rind  of  trees  kept  down  by  stones  are  used  for 
the  same  purpose.  It  is  left  in  these  stacks  for  a 
considerable!  time,  being  occasionally  spread  out 
again  during  fine  weather  ;  and  as  damp  getting 
into  the  fish  will  spoil,  not  only  the  one  so  wetted, 
but  often  the  whole  pile,  great  attention  is  paid  to 
the  weather  while  the  fish  are  spread  on  the  flakes  ; 
at  the  slightest  signs  of  the  approach  of  wet  they 
are  all  turned  back  uppermost,  and,  as  sudden 
showers  are  frequent  during  the  summer  season,  the 
hurry  and  confusion  of  the  time  the  fish  is  drying 
is  indescribable.  Even  the  Sabbath,  durmg  divine 
service,  affords  no  respite  if  this  source  of  danger  is 
apprehended,  for  the  whole  fruits  of  a  voyage  may 
depend  on  the  exertions  of  a  few  minutes :  the 
flakes  are  on  such  occasions  surrounded  with  men, 
women,  and  children,  turnmg  the  fish  or  piling 
them  up,  to  shelter  them  from  the  coming  rain. 

"  The  whole  coasts  of  Labrador  and  Nova  Scotia, 
as  well  as  Newfoundland,  are  the  scene  of  these 
fisheries.  Twenty  thousand  British  subjects  are 
annually  employed,  with  from  two  to  three  hundred 
schooners,  on  the  Labrador  stations.  About  four- 
fifths  of  what  we  prepare  is  afterwards  exported  to 
the  Catholic  countries  of  Europe.  A  great  quantity 
of  cod  is  imported  green,  that  is.  it  is  split  and 
salted,  but  has  not  been  dried  at  the  stations. 

"  Cod  are  also  taken  with  large  nets,  called  Cod- 
seines,  from  80ft.  to  100ft.  deep. 

"  When  the  fishing-stations  are  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  shore,  so  that  too  long  a  period 
would  elapse  before  the  cargo  could  be  salted  in 
the  regular  manner,  it  is  usual  to  perform  this 
process  on  board,  and  boats  laden  with  the  fish 
thus  partly  prepared  are  continually  being 
despatched  to  the  mainland,  for  them  to  undergo 
the  subsequent  processes  of  drying.  These  boats, 
as  they  arrive,  are  moored  to  an  oblong  square 
vessel  made  of  planks,  put  loosely  together,  so  that 
a  current  of  sea-water  is  always  flowing  through 
them.  This  vessel,  called  a  '  Ram's  Horn  '  (sup- 
posed to  be  a  corruption  of  the  French  term  rincer 
or  rinqoir),  is  fixed  at  the  head  of  the  stage.  Three 
or  four  men  stand  in  it  to  wash  and  scour  the  fish 
with  mops  as  they  are  thrown  singly  out  of  the 
boat  into  the  vessel  ;  as  fast  as  they  are  cleaned 
one  of  the  men  throws  the  fish  up  on  a  scaffold 
half  the  height  of  the  stage,  and  from  thence  others 
throw  them  on  the  stage  itself,  where  they  are 
received  into  barrows,  and  removed  to  the  flakes 
to  dry. 

"  The  livers  of  the  fish,  it  has  been  mentioned, 
are  collected  in  casks,  placed  for  the  purpose  under 
tlte  table  ;  these  tubs  are  emptied  as  fast  as  they 
are  filled  into  larger  pimcheons,  which  receive  the 
full  action  of  the  sun's  rays  ;  in  about  a  week  the 
livers  resolve  into  oil,  which  is  drawn  off  by  a  tap 
at  about  half-way  between  the  top  and  bottom  of 
the  puncheon,  so  as  to  leave  all  the  solid  and  dirty 
parts  behind  ;  the  oil  thus  separated  is  again  further 
purified  by  a  similar  process,  and  being  put  into 
clean  hogsheads,  is  exported  as  train-oil,  a  name 
given  to  it  on  the  spot  to  distinguish  it  from  whale 
or  seal  oil,  which  is  called  fat-oil.  The  refuse  in  the 
fiirst  puncheon,  consisting  of  blood  and  dirt,  is  let 
out,  and  boiled  in  copper  cauldrons,  by  which  a 
further  portion  of  inferior  oil  is  obtained.  The 
cod-oil  is  employed  m  dressing  leather,  and  the 
better  quahty  as  a  medicine. 

"  Besides  cod,  Newfoundland  and  the  adjacent 
coasts  and  rivers  furnish  salmon,  herrings,  capelins, 
plaice,  soles,  haddock,  mackerel,  hahbut,  etc.  The 
capelin  is  a  small  species  of  the  salmon  genus,  and 
is  an  excellent  fish  ;  it  resorts  to  i-abrador  and 
Newfoimdland  in  shoals  rivalling  in  magnitude  those 
of  the  herring ;  these  generally  arrive  about  the 
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middle  of  June,  and  the  fishery  is  carried  on  by- 
two  persons  in  each  boat,  which  they  easily  fill  in 
a  couple  of  hours.  They  employ  a  cylindrical  net, 
open  at  both  ends,  one  of  which  is  loaded  with 
lead  to  sLak  it,  and  the  other  is  gathered  in  by  a 
running  rope.  The  fisherman  holds  the  rope  in  one 
hand  and  the  top  of  the  net  in  his  teeth,  and  spread- 
ing out  the  lower  end  with  both  hands,  he  drops  it 
over  a  shoal  of  the  fish ;  the  net  is  then  quickly 
pulled  in  by  both  men,  and  being  emptied  of  its 
contents,  it  is  again  cast :  a  load  is  thus  frequently 
obtained  without  the  necessity  of  moving  from  the 
spot. 

"  As  the  capelin,  independent  of  its  being  an 
excellent  article  of  food,  is  extensively  used  as  a 
bait  in  the  more  important  cod-fishery,  immense 
numbers  are  annually  taken." 

Dried  capelin  are  imported  to  some  amount,  and 
may  be  procured  of  fishmongers  and  grocers.  They 
are  commonly  eaten  as  a  tea  or  breakfast  fish.  The 
capelin  is  a  variety  of  the  real  smelt,  and  belongs 
to  the  salmon  family. 

This  notice  of  the  Newfoundland  fishery  was 
extracted  from  the  Saturday  Magazine,  and  has  been 
revised  with  the  assistance  of  Newfoundland  fisher- 
men residing  in  Guernsey  and  Teignmouth.  A  good 
cod  is  thick  down  to  the  tail,  has  its  sides  ribbed, 
and  a  deep  sulcus  or  furrow  in  the  nape  of  the 
neck.  Channel  cod-fish  are  often  indifferent  in 
quality. 

(To  he  continued. ) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(SO  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 


dd< 
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Putney.  ArlrtJ^^  >>    "  Richmond. 

]45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  ■*""j80  „  „  Twickenham. 
150   ,,    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    ,,  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  BRrooE. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Saturday,    Sept.  15    11.39 

Sunday,  ,,  16    0.10 

Monday,  „  17    0.56 

Tuesday,  „  18    1.37 

Wednesday,   „  19    2.16 

Thursday,  „  2»'    2.52 

Friday,  „  21   :  3.30 


0.35 
1.16 
1.57 
2.34 
3.10 
3.50 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Gesteral  Remarks.  —  Very  little 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  Thames  during  the  week. 
Barbel  have  been  quite  oft  the  feed  as  a  rule,  though 
at  Old  Windsor  several  fish  up  to  4|lb.  and  chub 
up  to  2|lb.  have  been  caught.  A  pike  of  7Ib.  has 
been  landed  at  Staines,  and  some  small  roach  have 
been  caught  at  several  stations.  Bream  up  to  21b. 
have  also  been  caught  at  Shepperton  and 
Kingston.  The  river  remains  slack,  and  it  is 
almost  essential  to  use  a  punt  and  fish  in  mid- 
stream. The  autumn  is  now  setting  in,  and 
those  who  favour  the  Thames  will  soon  begin 
operations.  The  leaves  will  be  the  first  trouble  and 
they  are  falling  fast.  Motor  larmches  will  now  get 
fewer  in  number  on  the  river,  and  the  large  excursion 
steamers  will  finish  running  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  It  has  been  a  glorious  summer  season  for 
river-folk,  and  now  the  turn  of  the  angler  is  coming. 
There  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  the  river,  and  it 
only  requires  a  heavy  push  of  water  to  enable 
anglers  to  get  plenty  of  sport> — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  stiU  running 
very  low  and  clear.  Still  some  good  roach  continue 
to  be  caught  during  the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing. 
Master  and  Miss  Gorell  Barnes  taking  just  over 
201b.  of  these  fish  while  out  with  S.  Smith  at  Ship 
lake.  Gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  a 
large  number  of  these  little  fish  have  been  caught. 
Some  barbel  up  to  51b.  have  been  caught  near 
Shiplake,  also  a  da«e  weighing  12oz.  Chub  up  to 
31b.  have  been  taken  on  the  fly,  and  a  trout  of  about 
41b. ,  which  was  the  best  fish  of  the  season,  by  an 
angler  from  Marsh  Weir.  A  good  rain  is  still  badly 
needed. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Fishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — The  river  remains  very  clear  and  bright, 
and  a  good  rain  is  wanted  badly  before  the  fish  will 
move.  Mr.  Cockell  had  a  perch  of  21b.  on  Sept.  8, 
and  Mr.  Yammer  had  several  good  fish,  largest  l^lb. 
(perch),  and  one  or  two  good  chub  have  been  taken 
in  the  early  morning  with  a  fly. — A.  Stracey. 

Thames  (Teddingiion  Weir). — Water  low  and 
bright.   Barbel  have  been  off ;  dace  are  feeding  well. 
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getting  from  eight  to  teffi  dozen  per  day.  Could  do 
with  some  rain.  Fishing  with  Mr.  George  Chapman, 
of  the  Devonshire  Arms,  Piccadilly,  yesterday,  I  got 
sixteen  dozen  dace.  H.  Bishop,  in  my  punts,  has 
been  doing  well  with  the  dace. — Walter  McBride. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  is  in  fair 
condition  at  time  of  writing,  but  the  dead  leaves 
and  weeds  are  rather  troublesome  at  times.  Fish 
have  been  feeding  fairly  well  some  days,  and  perch 
have  provided  the  best  sport,  getting  some  up  to 
1  lb.  5oz.  Some  nice  roach  and  dace,  and  a  few 
chub,  but  nothing  special  in  the  way  of  size.  A  few 
sharp  frosts,  followed  by  a  good  rain,  would  much 
improve  the  fisliing. — P.  Browk. 

Blagdou  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  8  : — On  Sept.  4,  Mr.  A.  Pittman,  one 
trout,  21b.  8oz. ;  Captain  C.  C.  Mumby,  two,  21b.  Soz. 
and  2Ib.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Allen,  one,  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr. 
L.  A.  Huth,  one.  31b.  lOoz.  On  Sept.  5,  Mr.  A. 
Pittman,  one,  41b.  6oz.  Captain  C.  C.  Mumby, 
two,  41b.  6oz.  and  31b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  L.  A.  Huth,  one, 
31b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  P.  B.  Witts,  one,  31b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Allen, 
one,  21b.  Soz.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr.  C.  Allen,  three, 
31b.  13oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  and  31b. ;  Mr.  Douglas  Allen, 
three,  31b.  12oz.,  31b.,  and  1  lb.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  W. 
Langley,  one,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Keogh,  two, 
41b.  12oz.  and  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Wilhamson,  two, 
21b.  3oz.  and  21b.  4oz.  ;  Captain  Speer,  one,  21b.  Soz. 
— Donald  Carr. 

Bottisham  Iioeki  (Waterbaaoh>. — Daytime  fine 
summer-like  weather  continued.  No  rain.  Fogs  in 
the  morning  and  evening,  with  a  tinge  of  frost. 
The  river  after  the  recent  cut  weeds  is  in  fairly  good 
condition,  and  is  improving  every  day.  The  cooler 
nights  have  improved  the  roach  angling,  mid- 
day they  are  rather  shy.  Some  few  decent  takes 
have  been  had  lower  down  stream  up  to  101b. 
Midstream  (in  the  deeper  part)  fisliing  from  the  punt, 
accounts  for  best  takes  of  perch ;  some  days  a  few 
caught  up  to  fib.  each.  Nothing  great  is  expected 
until  we  get  a  good  downpour.  Pike,  morning  and 
evening,  are  moving  freely.  Free  water. — John  O. 
George,  Beche  Road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Faruiug^ham,  etc.). — The  condition  of 
the  water  is  much  improved,  and  very  fair  sport 
has  been  had  on  those  portions  of  the  river  which 
have  not  yet  been  closed  for  the  season.  Very  little 
sign  of  the  approach  of  spawning  has  been  visible 
at  present.  The  Red  QuiU  Gnat  has  been  greatly 
preferred  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  my  old 
favourite  the  Coachman  has  done  little,  even  in  the 
late  evening.  The  river  is  falling,  and  sport  will 
tend  to  deteriorate  unless  we  have  some  more  heavy 
rain. — J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  season  is  now 
rapidly  drawing  to  a  close,  and  the  past  few  weeks 
has  been  so  very  poor  that  already  anglers  are  begin- 
ning to  pack  their  tackle.  The  season  has,  of  course, 
been  exceptionally  dry,  and  this  has  undoubtedly 
had  a  very  adverse  effect  on  fishing.  Several  old  rods 
inform  me  that  they  have  never  known  such  a  bad 
time.  The  water  now  is  so  very  low  that  Totnes 
weir  is  absolutely  dry  ;  in  fact,  little  or  no  water  is 
going  over  the  salmon  pass,  and  the  river  in  a  great 
many  places  is  a  mere  procession  of  pools.  There 
is  still  a  great  absence  of  peal,  which,  too,  can  only 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  that  there  has 
been  no  spate.  At  the  moment  of  writing  rain 
threatens,  but  even  if  it  falls  in  anything  like  a 
quantity  it  is  doubtful  if  this  wiU  not  be  too  late. 
However,  the  season  for  peal  has  Jbeen  very  poor. 
The  Conservators  have  not  yet  discussed  the  report 
on  the  proposed  fish  hatchery,  but  it  has  been 
printed  and  sent  to  the  members  for  perusal, 
so  that  when  the  report  is  presented  an  in- 
teresting discussion  should  be  the  result,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  something  will  be  done  to  improve 


the  river.  Regarding  the  suggestion  of  the  Con- 
servators that  herons  should  be  kept  down,  Mr. 
Oxley  Parker,  of  Sharpham,  stated  that  the  heronry 
on  the  estate  was  very  much  reduced  from  what  it 
was,  and  that  was  confirmed  by  those  on  the  spot. 
Mr.  Barrington  vtrote  that  there  was  no  heronry  at 
Prince  Hall,  as  had  been  stated. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  rivers 
are  now  very  low,  and  sport  is  almost  at  a  stand- 
still. Now  and  again  fair  catches  of  sea-trout 
are  made  early  in  the  mornings,  but  evening 
fishing  is  very  unproductive.  The  experts 
among  white  trout  fishermen  continue  to  do  well  at 
Workington,  running  worm  being  a  deadly  bait.  A 
nice  grilse  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Collins  at  'V^'orking- 
ton.  Salmon  are  showing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river. — Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams. — September  is  generally 
recognised  to  be  a  good  time  for  fly  fishing  in  the 
Covey,  where  fish  generally  "  take "  as  well  as  in 
March  or  April,  but  owing  to  the  lowne?s  of  the 
water  little  has  been  accomplished  so  far.  Some 
small  baskets  have  been  had  on  Blagdon  Lake. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  rain  in  Devon  last 
week,  which  had  a  good  effect  on  the  Taw  and 
Torridge,  where  very  good  baskets  have  been 
obtained  in  the  evenings.  Salmon  and  peal,  how- 
ever, have  been  very  scarce.  At  Barnstaple  County 
Police  Court  John  Light,  Thos.  Barrow,  and 
Alfred  Nott,  fishermen,  were  summoned  for 
attempting  to  take  fish  otherwise  than  by  analing 
in  the  private  waters  of  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey,  Bart., 
at  Tawstock,  on  May  9.  The  defendants  were  fined 
5s.  each  and  costs. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). —  Salmon  anglers  are  anxiously 
waiting  for  a  good  spate.  There  are  a  good  many 
fish  in  the  Solway,  but.  as  the  r'ver  is  very  low, 
they  cannot  get  up  far.  However,all  nets  are  now  laid 
by,  and  we  will  get  the  fish  up  sooner  or  later,and  a 
good  run  ia  anticipated,  as  this  year  up  to  the  pre-ent 
time  has  been  a  barren  one.  A  few  anglers  are  daily 
trying  for  herling  in  the  Cargo  water,  and  on  Tues- 
day Mr.  Logan  killed  a  nice  salmon  of  81b.  on  a 
trout  fly  while  fishing  for  these  game  little  fish. 
They  are  not  nearly  so  numerous  as  last  year,  and 
it  is  getting  late  for  a  good  run.  They  may 
come  j'et,  as  sea  trout  were  nearly  two  months  later 
than  usual  this  year.  Mr.  M.  H.  Humble  had  a  nice 
basket  of  trout  in  the  Cargo  water  with  clear  water 
worm.  It  seems  a  pity  to  take  them  now  that  they 
are  getting  gravid,  ready  for  spawning. — Silver 
Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — Rain  is  badly  wanted 
before  good  sport  is  obtained.  Some  eels,  perch, 
and  roach  have  been  caught,  however,  both  in  the 
rivers  and  canal.  The  City  Council  has  passed  a 
resolution  to  purchase  a  machine  for  the  purpose  of 
effectually  clearing  the  weeds  from  the  waterway, 
and  this  action  is  universally  hailed  with  satisfac- 
tion. Mackerel  has  been  caught  in  large  numbers 
outside  Exmouth  bar,  while  at  the  pier  at  night 
some  fine  bass  have  been  cauglit  also  on  the 
Warren  Ridges. — -Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Running  very  clear,  the 
Lea  has  yielded  few  good  baskets  at  Ware, 
Waltham,  Cheshunt,  and  Hertford.  Mr.  Turner, 
out  at  Broxbourne,  has  been  treated  to  better 
results,  however,  getting  over  401b.  of  nice  roach  in 
the  course  of  three  outings.  Roach,  pike  (one  SJlb.), 
and  tench  have  been  taken  between  Waltham  and 
Cheshunt.  Heavy  rains  are  badlj'  needed. — Izaak 
Walton. 

IiUg'g'  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  These  streams 
are  now  running  lower  than  ever,  and  the  river  is 
getting  covered  with  weeds  in  places,  and  the  absence 
of  rain  is  becoming  serious,  not  only  to  anglers  but  to 
the  farmers,  as  the  grass  is  all  dried  up,  and  a  good 
fall  of  forty-eight  hours  would  do  wonders.  Angling 
has  been  very  quiet — as  an  old  angler  said  the  other 
day,  "  It  is  no  tise  going,  there  is  no  water,  and  the 
fish  can  see  you,  the  water  being  so  clear."  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  in  the  evening,  but  sport  has  been 
quiet,  only  a  few  grayling  and  an  occasional  trout 
being  lanided  ;  and  nothing  will  be  done  imtil  there 
has  been  rain,  and  by  that  time  trout  will  be  out  of 
season.  The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear ;  no  fishing  in 
it.— B. 

Otter  (Bi>dleijrh  Salterton). —To-day,  Sept. 
12,  we  have  had  the  first  shower  of  rain  which  has 
fallen  for  about  two  months,  and  there  are  indica- 
tions of  a  change  to  wet.  If  a  good  freshet  comes 
there  will  probably  be  some  good  fishing  before 
the  month  is  out  in  such  parts  of  the  river 
as  were  not  closed  on  Aug.  31.  Trout  keep  in 
good  condition  imtil  the  end  of  September.  The 
flies  of  spring  are  always  good  for  this  month,  and 
the  Red  Ant  has  proved  lulling.  It  is  a  pity  that  in 
the  RoUe  water  the  artificial  minnow  is  not  allowed 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  By  its  means  -ome  of  the 
old  cannibal  trout  might  be  taken  out,  to  the  great 
improvement  of  the  stream,  for  these  fish  never  rise 
to  the  fly,  and  so  are  useless  to  the  fly- fisher.— 
Heron. 
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Ouse  (HTmting-don).  —  We  have  been  entirely 
without  rain  in  this  district  for  several  weeks,  con- 
sequently the  water  is  bright  and  stagnant.  With 
the  exception  of  C.  A.  Bryant,  jun.,  who  has  been 
fortunate  enough  to  land  some  good  rudd  and  a 
few  fair-sized  chub,  anglers  hn-ve  met  with  poor 
sport  in  the  daytime.  In  the  Newtown  Meadows, 
however,  bream  are  feeding  somewhat  freely  directly 
it  becomes  dark.  Twenty-four  hours'  rain  would 
much  improve  matters. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymor  th. — The  rivers  are  sadly  in  want  of  water. 
The  otter  hoimds  met  at  Dartmeet  on  Sept.  11,  and 
I  expect  had  a  good  day,  for  there  was  verv  little 
water  to  impede  the  "  field."  This  dry  weather 
allows  the  poacher  to  get  about  as  the  fish  are  in 
the  pools  and  cannot  shift.  The  salmon  and  peal 
are  getting  in  very  poor  condition— very  black  and 
stringy.  The  night  fishermen  on  the  Tavy  have 
been  having  fair  sport,  if  sport  it  can  be  called — to 
mark  '.your  fish  by  daylight,  and  then  wait  until 
dark  to  throw  the  minnow  over  them.  Small 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  moors  and 
higher  portions  of  the  rivers. — William  Heabder. 

SnsF-ax  Rivers  and  0^ioh«at«ir  Oana>.— 
There  is  a  marked  change  in  the  weather  since  last 
week,  the  oppressive  heat  has  given  place  to  a  cool 
atmosphere,  and  in  the  early  morning  frost  has  been 
visible.  Rivers  are  not  in  grand  order,  falling  leaves 
and  general  d('bris  require  a  heavy  downpour  to  clear 
and  freshen  the  low  state  of  the  water.  A  few  good 
roach  and  chub  have  been  taken  from  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Ouse,  a  brace  of  small  pike  4|lb. 
and  3|lb.  and  a  malformed  trout,  which  was 
put  back.  From  the  Barcombe  district  and 
Cuekmere  reports  have  not  reached  me.  The 
canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good  order.  Bream 
up  to  3Jlb.,  roach  of  14oz.,  and  perch  of  l:|lb. 
Perch  are  numerous  this  season,  and  between  locks 
many  of  from  31b.  to  41b.  have  been  located.— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow)  —The  Teme  in  tliis  part  is  now 
running  lower  than  it  has  been  for  years,  and  is  very 
bright.  The  bed  of  the  river  is  petting  overgrown 
with  weeds,  and  is  getting  very  foul,  and  angling 
close  to  Ludlow  haa  been  very  slow  indeed. 
There  has  been  a  good  few  rods  out,  but 
thev  all  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  water,  and 
little  sport  will  be  had  imtil  there  is  a  good  fall 
of  rain  and  a  flush  of  water  to  clear  the  river  out. 
Trout  have  been  very  quiet  indeed,  the  cold  nights 
with  fine  days  have  brought  grayling  more  on  the 
move.  Roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  feeding 
at  wasp  grub.  At  the  end  of  last  week  two 
anglers  in  the  Downton  Castle  Water  landed 
twenty-five  gravling  and  four  trout  with  fly. 
Fishiag  with  wasp  grub  on  Satxu-day,  some 
fair  trout  were  landed  above  Ludlow.  On 
Monday  11  lb.  of  fi.sh  were  taken  with  wasp  grub. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  slow  this  week.  The  flies  to 
use  are  Red  Tag,  Silver  Twist,  September  Dun, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Willow.  The  Ony,  Corve.  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  and  fishing 
quiet  on  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tjrne,  North  and  South.  n.nd  Neigrhbonrinsr 
Rivers. — At  the  time  of  writing  our  rivers  are 
below  summer  level,  trout  and  coarse  fishing  very 
slow.  The  best  report  is  from  the  Coquet.  Though 
so  low  and  fine,  sixteen  salmon  were  killed  during 
the  past  week  on  the  Federation  water  at  Acklington. 
Mr.  Young,  one,  81b. ;  Mr.  Grey,  Morpeth,  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Macintosh,  two';  Mr.  Ashton.  Morpeth,  three ; 
Mr.  Heppel,  Acklington,  two;  Mr.  Scott,  Felton, 
two.  On  the  hotel  water,  Weldon  Bridge,  Capt. 
Oakes  killed  a  fine  yellow  trout  scaling  21b.  lljoz. — 
Henry  A.  Morton. 

TJsk  (TTs)r>.— The  river  is  still  dead  low,  and  no 
salmon  angling  is  being  done.  Rain  fell  on  Wednes- 
day, but  it  will  not  affect  the  river.  The  trout 
season  on  this  river,  which  terminated  on  Sept.  1, 
has  been  on  the  whole  most  satisfactory.  During 
the  early  part  of  the  Jseason  th«  fishing  was  rather 
above  the  average,  Sf^me  excellent  baskets  being 
taken.  Very  noticeable  was  the  large  number  of 
young  trout  which  rose  at  the  fly.  This  is  encour- 
aging, and  no  doubt  the  quantity  of  trout  in  the 
river  has  increased.  The  evening  fishing,  which 
commenced  in  May,  was  also  exceptionally  good, 
the  number  and  size  of  the  "spotted  ones"  far 
exceeding  the  results  of  previous  years,  and  the 
sport  continued  good  until  within  about  six  weeks 
of  the  close,  when,  through  the  drought,  the 
river  became  so  low  and  full  of  weeds  that 
angling  became  practically  an  impossibility.  Quite 
worthy  of  note  were  the  specimens  killed  by  Dr. 
Hackett  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Powell,  weighing  S^lb.  and 
31b.  loz.  respectively.  The  latter  has  had  his 
stuffed,  and  it  makes  a  nice  picture.  Ground-bait 
anglers  have  been  very  disappointed,  the  few  slight 
freshes  not  being  sufficient  to  yield  any  sport,  and 
very  little  upstream  worm-fishing  has  been  indulged 
in.— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  'Heudon). — Bream  of  21b.  have 
been  taken,  and  Messrs.  Lawson  and  Smith  have 


had  121b.  of  tliese  fish.  Two  prizes  of  10s.  each  are 
to  be  awarded  on  the  16th  inst.  for  the  best  speci- 
men bream  and  roach. — H. 

Wye  and  D(«rwent  f  ^Perbvfihjre).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and  a 
few  nice  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
fish  have  risen  better  during  the  past  week, 
and  baskets  ranging  from  two  brace  to  five 
brace  have  been  obtained  from  the  Wye, 
early  and  late  being  the  best  times  to  fish.  The 
Derwent  has  had  a  nice  woodland  water  Feveral 
days  this  we'^k,  which  all  anglers  in  this  district 
welcome,  and  is  generally  the  forerunner  of  a 
good  catch.  The  higher  portions  of  this  river 
have  afforded  fairly  good  sport,  creels  of  from  two 
to  five  and  six  brace  have  been  caught.  Also  the 
Darleydale  Club's  water  afforded  better  srort. 
Several  nice  baskets  have  been  obtained,  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  yielding 
a  few  nice  fish,  several  of  its  members  securing  two 
and  four  brace  each.  Also  at  Whatstandwell 
several  mixed  baskets  of  fish  have  been  secured. 
The  prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is 
favourable,  as  the  weather  threatens  for  rain ; 
a  good  downnour  would  improve  angling  all 
roimd.  Useful  flies.  Ash  Dun.  Apple  Green,  Throstle 
Wing,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Whirling  Blue  Dun.  Red  and 
Grey  Quill.  Ginger  Quill,  Partridge  Hackle,  and 
Claret  I?umble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd.  Derwent,  Onse 
*>tc.  (TorksV — All  our  York-hire  streams  have  run 
down  very  low ;  in  fa^t,  down  to  summer  le\  el ; 
consequently,  angling  in  the  Yore  has  been  some- 
what quiet  in  the  higher  reaches.  Certainly  there 
are  a  few  anglers  out,  but  it  takes  one's  time  to  catch 
a  few  brace  of  t'-out  and  grayling.  The  best  time  is 
in  the  evening,  just  at  dusk,  between  six  and  seven, 
when  the  grayling  and  trout  are  rising  more  freely 
than  thev  are  most  of  the  day.  The  bottom  fisher- 
men in  both  the  Swale  and  Yore  have  done  fairly 
well  in  the  deeps  amongst  the  roach  and  dace, 
principally  with  wasp  grub  and  maggot.  On 
Sept.  8  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  had  a  nice 
mixed  basket  containing  trout,  chub,  dace,  roach 
and  perch  from  the  district  of  Brafferton.  A  few 
small  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  above  rivers, 
but  have  vm  somewhat  small  up  to  the  present. 
The  river  Wharfe  has  run  down  very  low,  and 
angling  has  been  quiet  on  this  river,  especially 
in  the  higher  reaches.  The  bottom  fishermen  have 
fared  fairly  well  in  the  district  of  Pool,  Woodhall, 
Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulleskelf.  During  the 
last  few  days  some  nice  shows  of  dace  and  roach 
have  been  caught  in  the  district  of  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf.  Grayling  have  risen  fairly  well  on  this 
river,  and  the  following  flies  have  been  formd  to 
kill — Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Cinnamon  and  Tattle  Marryat. 
A  sweep-take  in  connection  with  the  Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  was  he'd  at  Kirl<stead.  Sixty 
competitors  competed.  The  first  prize  and  sih  er 
cup  given  by  Mr.  S.  Byrom,  vice-president  of  the 
club,  was  won^by  Mr.  D.  EUis  with  41b.  lyoz.; 
second  prize,  Mr.  F.  Thornton,  31b.  6^oz  ;  and  third, 
W.  H.  Swain,  31b.  5\oz.  Rain  threatens,  but  does 
not  really  come  down  yet,  and  until  we  have  a  good 
rousing  fresh  angling  for  both  trout  and  grayling 
will  meet  with  poor  success. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  'Sutherland  —On  Sept.  4, 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Veyatie,  eight  trout,  51b.  • 
Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  on  Urigill,  thirteen,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr! 
Holland,  on  Cama,  sixteen,  7Jlb.  On  Sept.  5,  Mr.' 
Carington,  on  Urigill,  fifteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  Holland,  oii 
Veyatie,  one,  101b.,  taken  on  a  small  Claret  and 
Mallard  Fly,  with  a  9ft.  6in.  rod.  On  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
Anderson,  on  Cama,  ten,  6-|-lb. ;  Captain  Reid,  on 
Cama,  ten,  51b. ;  Mr.  Holland,  on  Veyatie,  five,'41b. 
— John  McDonald. 

Beanly,  Con  on,  etc. — Fair  sport  was  had  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Beauly  for  the  past  few  days, 
the  rainy  weather  having  put  the  river  into  good 
angling  condition.  Fishing  the  Dowiaie  Beat,  on 
Sept.  6,  Mr.  A.  W.  Merry  landed  a  nice  grilse  of  71b., 
as  well  as  six  sea-trout  scaling  91b.  On  the  same 
date  the  Earl  of  Craven,  Balmacaan,  had  a  sea-trout 
scaling  3Jlb.  on  the  Falls  Beat.  On  Sept.  8,  on  the 
DownieBeat  (Mr.  A.  W.  Merry's  rod),  a  salmon  of 
301b.,  being  the  heaviest  fish  had  on  the  Beauly  for 
several  years,  was  grassed,  as  well  as  a  grilse  of  41b. 
On  the  Home  Beat,  on  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Warrand, 
Phoineas  House,  fishing  the  Home  Beat,  landed  a 
grilse  of  5§lb.,  as  well  as  a  sea-trout  scaling  2 Jib. 
There  was  an  improvement  in  the  angling  on 
the  upper  reaches.  The  Earl  of  Portsmouth,  at 
Guisachan,  Colonel  Clarke,  at  Fasnakyle,  Mr.  Barry, 
at  Struy,  Mr.  Henderson  and  party,  at  Braulen.  Mr' 
Pulley,  at  Erchless,  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  at  Eskadale,' 
and  Miss  Dove,  at  Eilean  Aigas,  being  all  successful! 
In  the  tidal  waters  several  baskets  of  sea-trout,  up 
to  101b.,  were  had,  as  well  as  a  grilse  of  51b.  Conon. 
— All  the  beats  of  the  Conon  were  productive  during 


the  week.  The  Brahan  Castle  waters  yielded  five 
grilse,  averaging  61b.  Mr.  Stirling's  rpd  had  three, 
and  Scatwell  also  did  well.  Several  heavy  fish  were 
had  on  Strath  Conon,  where  Lady  Seymour  Combe 
was  again  successful.  Loohs  Affario,  Monar, 
and  Moilue.  —  These  three  Strathglass  lochs 
fished  very  well  during  the  week,  baskets  of  nice 
trout  up  to  131b.  being  had  on  both  the  former,  and 
up  to  !ilb.  on  Moillie.  Several  of  the  Monar  trout 
scaled  1  lb.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt,  Ldichart, 
AND  Garve. — Improved  fishing  was  had  on  these 
Ros.s-shire  lochs.  Rosque  yielded  some  of  the  best 
baskets  of  the  season,  rmming  up  to  161b.  Two 
anglers  on  Achanalt  had  a  creel  of  141b.,  in  which 
was  a  symmetrical  beauty  of  51b.  Luichart  and 
Garve  both  yielded  good  sport  to  anglers  from 
Strathpeffer  and  Garve  Hotel.  The  best  baskets 
reported  weighed  81b.,  8Uh.,  and  101b.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and   Ir'lddle.— Good    baskets  of 
herling  continue  to  be  had  in  the  Netherby  water. 
Mr.  Makant  has  had  over  thirty  per  night  in  Clog 
Pool  and  Willow  Pool,  and  an  occasional  sea-trout 
each  evening,  and  also  landed  a  salmon  of  181b. ; 
Mr.  Bagshaw  caught  a  salmon  of   121b.  in  the 
Willow  Pool  water ;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  two  sea-trout  and 
twelve  herling  in  Longtown   water;  Mr.  Angus 
Makant,  a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in 
the  Netherby  water ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  forty  herling  and 
two  sea-trout;  Mr.  R.  Robinson,  a  dozen  herling 
and  three  sea-trout,  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water; 
Mr.  Reid,  ten  herling  and  three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J. 
Mitchell,  twenty  herling  and  four  sea-trout ;  and 
Mr.  Johnstone  and  others  have  had  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  and  herling  in  the  louver  reaches.  In 
Canonbie  water  Mr.  Tom  Steel  had  forty  herling 
and  three  sea-trout ;  Rev.  F.  W.  Haden,  two  sea- 
trout  and  five  herling ;  Mr.  D.  Little,  three  sea-trout 
and  twenty  herling  ;  Rev.  R.  W.  Kerr  had  a  dozen 
hei  hng  and  one  sea-trout,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  foiu- 
sea-trout  and  thirty  herling;    and    at  another 
fishing     four     dozen     herling     and     two  sea- 
trout.     Mr.    D.    Cowan    caught    one  sea-trout 
and  thirteen  herling ;  Mr.  D.  Murray  twenty  herling, 
and  at  another  fishing  Mr.  '  Murray  creeled  forty 
herling  and  three  sea-trout.    Mr.  A.  Keen,  Rowan- 
barn,  caught  a  grilse  of  51b.  and  twenty  herling,  and 
at  a  subsequent  fishing  he  basketed  fifteen  herling 
and  three  sea- trout.    Dr.  Blayney  had  over  a  dozen 
herling ;  Dr.  Anderson  had  sixteen  herling ;  Mr.  W. 
Armstrong,  one  sea- trout  and  fifteen  herling  ;  Mr. 
W.  Steel,  twenty  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  twenty- 
six  herling;  Mr.  J.  Beattie,  twenty  herling;  Mr. 
J.  Johnstone,  three  sea- trout  and   over  a  dozen 
herling.    In  the   Double  water,  Mr.    J.  Jackson 
had   tvronty-five  herling.      Mr.   J.    Mitchell  has 
had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  the 
same  water.    Mr.  Law  Canonbie,  a  basket  of  81b. 
herling  and  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  Gruor,  six  herling  and 
a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Paterson,  four  sea-trout  and 
nme  herUng.     Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  two  sea-trout; 
Mr.  J.  J.  Corrie,  a  few  herling  and  two  tea-trout ; 
Mr.  J .  Bell,  a  few  herling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A. 
Thompson,  three  sea-trout  and  some  herhng ;  Mr! 
G.  M.   Little,  two  sea-trout  and  seven  herling; 
Mr.   R.  J.  Beattie,  a  nice  sea-trout  and  some 
herlmg  ;    Mr.    C.  Murray,   three  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
W.    Irving,   four    sea-trout   and  a  few  herling. 
Fishmg  in  Liddle  upper  waters,  Mr.  A.  Scott  had 
a  good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling;  Mr.  J. 
Walker,  a  dozen  herling  and  three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A. 
Robson,  ten  herhng  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  John- 
stone had  ten  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Cowan,  four  herling 
and  two  sea- trout;  Mr.W.  Stodart  had  a  like  number; 
Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  fifteen  herling  and  two  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Elliot,  twelve  herling  and  one  sea-trout:  Mr. 
J.  Scott,  fifteen  herling  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  a! 
Keen,  two  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling  in  the  lower 
reaahes  of  the  Liddle ;  while  in  the  same  water  Mr. 
J.  Graha,m  had  ten  herling  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Wm.  Elliot,  a  .-esi- trout  and  nine  herhng ;  Mr.  T.  Law', 
two  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling.     Fishinc  in 
Langholm  Water,  Mr.  J.  Barnfather  had  a  sea- trout 
l|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Ritchie,  one,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  T.  Welch  had 
two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Elton  one  sea-trout  and  fourteen 
herlmg.     Mr.  T.  A.  Conchie  and  another  ceeled 
between  them  three  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras. 
— G. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— Although  the  nets  have 
been  removed  from  the  river  and  the  coast  stations, 
and  the  water  is  in  fair  condition  with  the  recent 
rains  anglers  are  enjoying  only  moderate  sport.  On 
the  Dunengas  section,  on  Sept.  3,  Miss  Gladys 
Henderson  had  a  nice  salmon  of  close  on  101b.,  and 
on  Sept.  10  the  keeper  had  a  beauty  of  181b  On 
Sept.  10  Mr.  T.  A.  Evans  had  a  fish  of  O+lb 
On  Sept.  12  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  and  the  river, 
which  IS  on  the  rise,  will  soon  be  in  fine  condition 
fish  ascending  to  the  upper  sections. — H.  W.  ' 

Hebridean  Sporting  i^ssociation  (Sonth 
Harris).— Fishing  from  Rodel  on  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
Hughes  had  one  salmon  weighing  61b.,  and  Colonel 
Dicken  had  one  salmon  weighing  51b.  On  Sept.  8, 
Mr.  Bionie  had  two  salmon  weighing  81b.  2oz.  and 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


"  The  coat  you  made  Jar 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  '■dry  as  a 
lone.'" — J.  W.,  Southsea. 

BURBERRY  WADING  SUP-ON. 

BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


INVALUABLE  TO  THE  ANGLER, 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


ilfo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  ISLABELLEO  'BURBERRYS.' 


HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 

RAIN  REPELLENTS, 

Because  RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 


Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off' 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliiiig  Tackle  snitaMe  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

'  TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHJEB  MEDALS  AWABDBD, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  Btiong,  and  pleasknt  to  flab  with ;  sapailoi  to  B|IIt  Oum. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oi8.  to  19  ois, ;  Ten  yoweital, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  maoh  bettcz  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Troeti 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

Xhla  Beel  la  oatd  by  almoat  avery  anglei,  both  at  horns  and  abfloai. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  KIngrflsher  Line. 

la  yarda  Donbls  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  190  yarda  Single  and  Doabla  Tapaiad  Salmoni 

80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengtha  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

Iheae  new  Llnea  are  fas  superior  to  any  other  Unas  that  have  avei  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  ooma  ofl.  The  longer  these  Llnaa  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testlmoalals. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  propartles  are  simply  marreUoas.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  oast."  , 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  KlngflBher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
K.  S.,  Kew  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  si  last.  The  one  1  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  Is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  (ar  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  latted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  3.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  tine  casts  beautltally.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  liue  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

H.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  1  was  using  your  Kingflsher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 
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51b  2oz  respectively.  The  total  catch  of  sea-trout 
on  the  Rodel  Lochs  from  Sept.  3  to  8  amounted 
oo.u^'^o  *^"ii<ired  and  twenty-nine  fish,  weighing 
Sdlb.  3oz.  In  addition,  Mr.  Butler  had  on  Loch 
Vallarip  on  Sept.  3  five  brown  trout,  weighing 
51b.  12oz  heaviest  lib.  6oz.  The  total  catch  on 
Finsbay  Lochs,  from  Sept.  1  to  Sept.  6,  has  been 
one  hundred  and  ten  sea-trout,  weighing  571b  loz  — 
G.  D.  Stirling. 

I.oohin»er  (Celagr  Hotel).— On  Sept.  3,  Messrs. 
BTOvm  and  Elhs,  seventeen  trout,  61b.  ;  Dr  Archdall 
one  grilse,  5ilh.  ;  Mr.  Bethune,  twelve  trout,  41b  ■ 
Y'\^^^^^^^^y  Mr.  Clease,  twenty-one  trout, 

O^lb. ;  Mr.  HiUs,  three  sea-trout,  2|lb.  On  Sept.  4, 
Dr.  McCarthy,  three  brown  trout,  lilb.,  four  sea- 
trout,  3^1b.  ;  Mr.  Mercer,  nineteen  trout,  6ilb  •  Air 
Hills,  sixteen  trout,  o.b. ;  Prof.  Burkitt,  twelve  trout, 
4ilb. ;  Messrs.  Brown  and  EUis,  nine  trout,  SUh. 
On  Sept.  5,  Dr.  McCarthy,  one  grilse,  Sflb.  ■  Prof 
Burkitt,  tliree  trout,  1  lb.  On  Sept.  6,  Prof.  Burkitt 
one  sabnon,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Justice  Madden,  ten  sea-trout, 
*  J  T^n-  '        sea-trout,  1  lb. ;  Messrs.  Brown 

and  Ellis,  twenty-two  trout,  Oilb.  On  Sept  7  Dr 
McCarthy,  nineteen  trout,  liih. ;  Mr.  HiUs,  seven 
=  ^'*P*-  P^ille.y,  R.K,  three  sea-trout, 
1  lb  ;  Messrs.  Elhs  and  Brown,  eighteen  trout,  6ilb  ; 
Prof.  Burkitt,  nine  trout,  4ilb. ;  Air.  Anderson  "five 
trout,  Iflb.  On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  HiUs.  eleven  trout. 
t,v  '  Dr  McCarthy,  seven  trout,  2|lb.  ;  iMessrs. 
Ellis  and  Brown,  eleven  trout,  4jlb. ;  Prof  Burkitt 
fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  Air.  Anderson,  four  trout  2Alb' 
Bad  fishing  weather.— J.  AIackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— On  the  Balmoral 
reaches,  the  Prince  of  Wales,   Colonel  Oust,  Sir 
Dighton  Probjn,  and  others  are  getting  an  occasional 
fash,  while  Captam  Beatty  and  his  party  on  the 
Invercauld  waters  are  also  doing  well  considering 
the  absence  of  spates  and  the  too  low,  clear  waters 
which  prevaU.  On  the  Glentana,  Mr.  George  Coats,  on 
Birse  Lodge  water.  Air.  Heaven,  and  on  liincardine, 
^    j.-i'f'^S'^  P*'"*^         getting  an  occasional 
red    fish,  but  till  the  river  rises  a  foot  at  least  little 
or  nothmg  will  be  done.    On  the  lower  reaches,  at 
Park  AL  Riviere  and  party,  at  Durris  Mr.  Baird  and 
party,  and  on  the  Hydro  water  Dr.  Stewart's  guests 
are  getting  one  or  two  fresh-up  salmon.    On  the 
inchgarth  waters  morning  anglers  are  getting  some 
8ea,-trout,  and  on  the  Gathdee  section  Air.  Hunter 
and  his  brother  had  twelve  on  Saturday  last,  which 
is  the  best  basket  as  yet  on  these  parts  for  the 
season.    On  the  tidal  waters  angling  is  practically 
at  a  standstill,  few  rods  being  out  except  very 
early  m  the  morning  or  again  very  late  at  night. 
Don. — On  the  Kintore  waters  on  Alonday,  the 
Aberdeen  annual  holiday,  Alessrs.  Robb  and  Millar 
creeled  a  good  basket  of  brown  trout,  three  of  them 
oyer  1  lb.    Other  anglers  had  similar  luck,  and  as  a 
stiff  breeze  was  blowing  the  fish  rose  readily  to  the 
fly  for  the  first  time  for  months.    On  the  Pitmedden 
Fintry,  and  Parlthill  sections  some  fair  sport  is 
being  got,  chiefly  by  evening  anglers.    Ythan — 
The  nets  came  oft  on  Saturday  last,  and  ended  one 
of  the  poorest  netting  seasons  experienced  during 
the  past  ten  years.    Anglers  are  now  getting  better 
sport  both  on  the  estuary  and  tidal  waters  up  to 
Ellon.     The  Ugie  also   closed  down  its  netting 
stations  on  Saturday,  and  better  sport  is  being 
had  there  also.    With  a  spate  the  season  will  be 
redeemed  from  what  would  otherwise  prove  a 
failure  without  it. — G.  M. 

Sontli  of  Scotland.— Herling  are  not  affording 
^"u^  ^P°"^*  ^^^^  though  one  or  two  fairly 

good  bags  have  been  taken  on  some  of  the  rivers 
The  Annan.— The  best  basket  of  the  week  was 
taken  by  a  visitor.  Mr.  Walter  M.  Gallachan, 
lishmg  the  private  water  of  Mount  Annan 
landed  a  dozen  herling  and  trout  in  two 
hours  with  small  fly  and  tingle-handed  rod.  On 
the  same  water  last  week-end,  Mr.  Jas.  Alexander 
had  twelve  herling  with  night-fly,  and  eight  herlin<' 
and  two  sea-trout  at  another  fishing.  The  keeper" 
Andrew  Bell,  had  five  herling  and  two  sea-trouc  at 
a  night's  fishing,  and  Mr.  David  Beattie  landed  five 
herlmg.  Another  rod  had  a  good  basket  of  herlin<j 
on  Saturday  night  above  Brydekirk  Bridge.  Mr. 
Gallachan,  fishing  the  tidal  waters  on  Sept.  11,  had 
several  nice  herling  with  small  trout-fly  auring  the 
daytime,  and  he  had  several  with  night-fly,  brown 
turkey  and  cream  top  dressed,  by  J.  Jackson, 
Dumfries,  have  been  th.^  best  night  fly.  Mr.  James 
Loudon  had  twelve  herling  in  the  Fish  House  flat 
water  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  7,  and  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  took  nine  in  the  same  pool  on  the 
evenmg  of  Sept.  6.  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  had 
a  brace  of  good  herling  on  the  night  of  Sept.  7, 
Mr.  J ames  Bonner,  one  or  two.  Mr.  Jamss  Dixon 
took  three  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  7  in  the  Spittal 
Pool,  and  a  brace  on  Sept.  8  in  the  Brewery  Pool 
Mr.  James  Baxter  had  tnrea  on  the  evening  of  Sept 
10  in  the  Brewery  stream ;  Captain  Ewart  two 
in  the  Howes  pool;  Mr.  vV^m.  Johnstone 
one  or  two;  Mr.  R.  Graham  three,  with 
brandlmg    worm;    Air.    W.    Wright    two,  with 
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fly;  Air.  T.  Shortridge  Tweedie,  one  or  two;  Mr. 
John  Irving  caught  four  in  the  Brewery  stream  on 
the  evenmg  of  the  10th,  and  two  on  the  night 
of  the  11th.  Various  other  anglers  on  the  lower 
stretches  have  had  from  one  to  six  herling.chiefly  with 
the  night  fly.  An  odd  salmon  or  two  have  been 
seen  rising  in  the  lower  pools,  but  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  river  no  one  has  tried  for  a  salmon  yet. 
In  the  middle  and  higher  reachei  a  few  herling  and 
sea-trout  have  been  caught  with  night  fly.  The 
herling  are  not  rising  after  8  p.m.  The  Dumfries 
-NiTH.— Little  IS  doing  on  this  river  at  present. 
I  he  streams  are  running  low,  in  the  upper 
stretches  especially,  and  sport  i^  confined  exclusively 
to  evening  fishing.  In  the  Alid-Nithsdale  Association 
waters  a  few  herling  are  being  caught  with  night 
fly,  but  I  do  not  hear  of  anything  over  four  herhng 
per  night.  In  the  Auldgirth  section  a  local  rod 
had  five  herlmg,  and  one  trout  on  the  night 
of  Sept  8.  Near  Dumfries  little  is  being 
done,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  improvement 
imtil  after  another  flood.  The  Cluden  and  Cairn 
are  far  too  low  and  clear  at  present.  The 
G.'V.LLOWAY  Rivers.  —  Sport  is  disappointing 
this  week  on  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  as  also  on  the 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeat- 
tie. Trout  fishing  on  the  locks  is  now  about  over, 
though  the  trout  have  been  rising  fairly  well  during 
the  past  ten  days  or  so.  The  Ayrshcre  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — The  cliief  rivers  of  this  district  stand  in  need 
of  another  flood,  as  the  streams  are  too  low  again.  A 
fair  amount  of  sport  was  had  on  the  Garnock  the 
other  evening.  Yellow  trout  angling  is  nearing 
a  close  in  this  district.  Loch  Doon  has  yielded 
better  sport  to  the  rods  this  season.  A  largo  number 
of  anglers  were  out  from  Mr.  Alacdonald's  Hotel, 
Dalmellington,  and  had  good  sport.  On  Sept.  6 
four  rods  from  Girvan,  out  from  this  hotel,  caught 
108  good  trout,  all  with  fly.  A  miner  was  convicted 
and  fined  last  week  in  the  Ayr  Sheriff  Court  for 
having  in  his  possession  night-lines  and  hooks.  He 
was  caught  coming  from  Loch  Doon.  The  fine  was 
ten  shillings,  and  ten  shillings  of  expenses  in  the 

case.  HE.A.THERBELL. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  pools  appear  to  be 
fairly  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  sport  is  everything 
but  good.  Four  grilse  were  taken  from  the  Dulnani 
last  week  above  the  Carrbridge  shooting  lodge.  On 
the  Wester  Elcliies  water  of  the  Spey,  on  this  day 
week,  a  grilse  of  6lb.  was  killed,  and  on  Sept.  1 1  one 
of  41b.,  and  on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  this 
day  week,  Mr.  P.  Gold  had  a  salmon  of  101b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — The  River  Tay  throughout  the  past  week 
was  in  fair  fishing  order,  but  very  poor  sport  was 
obtained.  For  week  ending  Sept.  10,  Colonel  Good- 
win killed  one  fish,  20ib.,  on  Sept.  4;  Sir  Henry 
Samuelson,  Bart.,  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  Sept.  8;  and 
Lord  Blythswood,  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Sept.  10,  on 
Islamouth  beat.  Major  Chichester  caught  one 
grilse,  91b.,  on  Sept.  5,  one  of  61b.  on  Sept.  10,  and 
iVlr.  W.  M.  Coats  a  fish  of  131b.  on  Sept.  7  on  Upper 
Stobhall  water,  while  Mr.  D.  Coats  had  one  grilse, 
71b.,  on  Sept.  4,  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Major 
Chichester,  one  fish,  lalb.,  and  two  grilse,  81b.  and 
71b.,  on  Lower  Stobhall.  Air.  Arthur  Moon  landed 
one  fish,  121b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Cherry  a  grilse,  71b.,  on 
Sept.  5,  and  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield,  Bart.,  two  fish, 
181b.  and  151b.,  on  Sept.  10,  on  Upper  Cargill  stretch, 
while  on  Lower  Cargill  water  Sir  B.  Sheifield 
captured  one  grilse,  51b.,  on  Sept.  6,  and  Baroness 
DeTuyll,  one  grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  8,  on  Lower 
Cargill.  Aliss  O.  De  Tuyll  captured  one  grilse, 
8^lh.,  on  Sept.  7,  and  a  fish  of  20lb.,  on  Sept.  10,  on 
Willies  Stone.  Sir  B.  Sheffield  landed  one  grilse, 
51b.,  on  Sept.  5,  and  Sir  Basil  Montgomerie  one 
grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  10,  on  Burnmouth,  while  Mr. 
Crocker  captured  one  grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  4,  on 
Burnmouth  Stobhall.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin 
took  one  grilse,  51b.,  on  Sept.  4,  two  grilse,  71b.  and 
81b.,  on  Sept.  7,  two  grilse,  11  lb.  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  8, 
and  two  giilse,  Dlb.  and  6lb.,  on  Sept.  10,  on  Upper 
and  Lower  Stanley  beats,  while  Air.  P.  D.  Malloch 
had  one  grilse,  9lb.,  on  Sept.  4,  on  Benchill.  Fishing 
Upper  and  Lower  Battleby  water,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats 
landed  three  grilse,  91b.,  6ib.,  and  61b.  ;  Miss  Agate, 
two  grilse,  61b.  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  8  ;  and  Air.  Guy, 
two  grilse,  71b.  and  61b.,  on  Sept.  10. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District.- The  rivers  are  full  and  in  good 
order,  but  the  hot  weather  has  been  against  the 
angler.  At  Bole.ide,  Fisherman  Millar  caught  a 
salmon  of  l^^lb.  on  Sept.  27,  and  one  of  61b.  on 
Sept.  28.  Last  week  Mr.  Hugh  Roberts  had  a 
splendid  lot  of  trout  from  the  Tweed,  near  Kelso, 
with  worm,  and  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  4,  Mr. 
Howden  had  a  good  basket  with  fly  at  Thornilee. 
On  the  evening  of  Sept.  5,  an  angler  secured  61b.  of 
good  trout  with  fly,  and  the  day  following,  Mr. 
Shortread  had  four  trout,  one  of  which  weighed 
nearly  21b.,  and  was  in  splendid  condition.  Two 
competitions  in  connection  with  the  Gala  Angling 
Association  and  the  Gala  Working  Men's  Associa- 
tion were  held  on  Sept.  7.  The  weather  was  not 
at  all  favourable  for  night  fishing,  and  poor  baskets 
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were  the  result.  The  former's  competition  was  from 
9  p.m.  till  2  a.m.,  and  though  there  were  twenty- 
nine  entries,  only  eight  baskets  were  presented  for 
weighing,  and  the  total  catch  weighed  221b.  lOJoz. 
The  following  are  the  prize-winners:  —  George 
Dobson  (1  lb.  behind  scratch),  31b.  9oz. ;  W.  Howden 
(scratch),  31b.  7oz.  ;  W.  Mitchell  (scratch),  31b.  7oz. 
Charles  Alas  ie  (scratch),  31b.  4^oz.  ;  John  McLaren 
(allowed  8oz.),  31b.  2oz. ;  W.  Waddell  (allowed  6oz.), 
21b.  lloz.  ;  George  Symington  (allowed  7oz.),  lib 
13oz.  ;  W.  Sorley  Brown  (scratch),  lib.  2oz.  The 
prize  for  the  heaviest  trout  was  won  by  W. 
Alitchell  with  lib.  loz.,  and  the  prize  for  the 
heaviest  half-dozen  by  John  McLaren  with  21b.  2ioz. 
The  latter's  competition  commenced  at  8  p.m.  and 
finished  at  2  a.m.  There  were  nineteen  competitors, 
but  only  five  presented  their  baskets  for  weighing. 
The  total  catch  only  weighed  151b.  Uoz.,  but  it 
included  a  grand  trout  of  31b.  loz.,  caught  near 
Thornilee  by  W.  Tait.  The  following  are  the  prize- 
winners: W.  Kemp  (allowed  1  lb.  9oz.),  61b.  13oz. ; 
W.  Tait  (allowed  lib.  8oz.),  41b.  9oz.  ;  A.  Bruce 
(scratch),  3Ib.  6oz.  ;  J.  Currie  (allowed  6oz.), 
21b.  12oz. ;  J.  Black  (allowed  4oz.),  lib.  14oz.  The 
prize  for  the  heaviest  trout  was  won  by  W.  Tait 
with  31b.  loz.  ;  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  three 
trout  by  W.  Kemp  with  31b.  6oz.  ;  and  the  prize  for 
the  heaviest  half-dozen  by  A.  Bruce  with  21b.  |oz. 
N.B. — Neither  first  nor  second  prize-winner  in  the 
former's  competition  was  allowed  to  compete  for  the 
heaviest  half-dozen.  Nothing  worth  recording  haa 
been  done  on  any  of  the  surrounding  streams, 
except  at  Aloffat,  where  a  clergyman,  fishing  two 
burns,  caught  104  trout,  all  of  fairly  good  size. — 
Sorley  Brown. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  and  Tribntaries. — The  intense  heat 
and  bright  sunshine  recently  experienced  have 
given  place  to  mild  spring-like  weather  and  lower 
temperature,  and  catches  of  brown-trout  are  being 
had  on  the  Maine,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  Moyola, 
and  other  tributaries.  These  rivers  are  free  of 
pollution  for  the  season,  but  they  are  all  closed  to  the 
angler  on  Sept.  30,  save  the  Maine  and  Blackwater, 
which  remain  open  till  Oct.  31.  The  main  stream  con- 
tinues shrinking,  and  all  the  sections  are  in  order,  and 
salmon  have  recovered  from  the  flaxwater  sickness 
and  are  again  able  to  feed ;  but  why  should  this  asser- 
tion be  made  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  scientists  that  they  are  incapable  of  doing 
so  while  in  fresh  water.  However,  they  refused  ail 
lures  for  a  time,  and  are  now  taking  the  fly, 
worm  and  shrimp  freely.  Mr.  J.  R.  T. 
Mulholland  has  caught  thirteen  salmon  and  grilse, 
ranging  from  61b.  to  201b.,  and  two  sea-trout  of 
l^lb.  and  2^lh.  ;  Colonel  Macneose,  six,  ranging  from 
41b,  to  151b.,  at  Caronroe  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  three 
grilse  of  51b.,  51b.,  and  71b.;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright,  four,  of 
41b.,  41b.,  6^1b.  and  7lb.,  and  ninety  pike ;  Mr.  J. 
McCorry,  two  of  5Jlb.  and  71b.,  and  three  salmon  of 
81b.,  91b.  and  151b.,  at  Kilrea.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Olstrici. — A  little  rain  fell  on  the 
night  of  Sept.  11,  but  not  enough  to  relieve  the 
low  state  of  the  local  rivers.  Since  last  notes  trout 
fishing  on  them  has  been  of  the  poorest  description, 
the  various  reservoirs  being  the  only  sport  yielding 
waters.  An  angler  at  Woodburn  creeled  fourteen 
trout  up  to  1  lb.  on  the  minnow  one  rough  day  last 
week,  and  on  Trooper's  Lane  and  the  North  Dam 
some  catches'  were  made  on  the  fly.  The  Antrim 
Basin  is  fishing  something  better,  the  best  catch  of 
the  week  being  Air.  A.  J.  Collin's  five  trout,  scaling 
close  on  51b. — J.  A.  B. 

Galway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Aug.  29  to  Sept.  4: — Major  Jones,  on  Aug.  29, 
one,  51b.  ;  on  Aug.  31,  two,  31b.,  4|lb.  ;  on  Sept.  1, 
two,  41b.,  4ilh.  ;  on  Sept.  3,  two,  4i\h.,  ejib.  ;  on 
Sept.  4,  one,  51b. ;  total,  eight,  371b.  Sir  J.  B. 
Tuke,  M.P.,  on  Aug.  29,  one,  91b.  ;  on  Aug.  30,  two, 
61b.,  61b.  ;  total,  three,  211b.  Captain  Alacgowan, 
on  Aug.  30,  two,  41b.,  31b.  ;  on  Aug.  31,  two,  81b., 
l^lh.  ;  on  Sept.  1,  one,  6|lb.  ;  on  Sept.  3,  three, 
61b.,  6ilb.,  7Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  4,  two,  5|lb.,  4ilb. ;  total, 
ten,  591b.  Professor  Cunningham,  on  Aug.  30,  one, 
51b.  Major  Cannon,  on  Sept.  3,  one,  61b.  ;  on  Sept.  4, 
two,  61b.,  71b;  total,  three,  181b.  Mr.  T.  P.  Dobson, 
on  Sept  3,  one,  2ilb.  Canon  Fish,  on  Sept.  3,  one, 
61b.  Totals :— Aug.  29,  two  ;  Aug.  30,  five  ;  Aug.  31, 
four  ;  Sept.  1,  three ;  Sept.  3,  eight ;  Sept.  4,  five. 
Total  for  the  six  days,  twenty -seven. — W.  N.  Milne 
(Supt.).  [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.]  Anglers' 
catch  of  salmon  from  Sept.  5  to  Sept.  11 : — Captain 
Alacgowan,  on  Sept.  5,  three,  91b,,  61b.,  6^1b.  ;  on 
Sept.  6,  three,  51b.,  S^lb.,  4:^\h.  ;  on  Sept.  7,  three, 
41b.,  5ilh.,  4ilb.  ;  on  Sept.  8,  five,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.,t5ilb., 
5^1b.,  61b.  ;  on  Sept.  10,  two,  4ilb.,  51b.  ;  total, 
sixteen,  901b.  Mr.  Dobson,  on  Sept.  5,  four,  7Jlb., 
51b.,  61b.,  51b.  ;  on  Sept.  6,  four,  61b.,  6^1b.,  olb., 
51b. ;  on  Sept.  7,  five,  7|lb.,  91b.,  4^1b.,  S^lb.,  51b. ; 
on  Sept.  8,  four,  41b.,  7ilb.,  41b.,  71b.  ;  on  Sept.  10, 
two,  101b.,  4Jlb. ;  total,  eighteen,  117^1b.  Major 
Jones,   on  Sept.  5,   three,    101b.,    51b.,  3jlb. ;  oo 
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Half  the  pleasure  and  success  of  sea  fishing  depends  on 
using  the  right  tackle.  If  the  tackle  is  not  well  made, 
the  rods  and  lines  strong,  the  hooks  well  tempered,' 
accidents  occur  that  may  mean  more  than  the  loss 
of  a  fish. 

The  strongest  fishing  tackle  is  made  at  Milward's  Mills,  at  Redditch  Only 
picked  material  is  used,  and  every  finished  article  is  carefully  examined,  not  one 
being  allowed  to  leave  the  factory  in  which  there  is  a  discovered  flaw.  The  hooks 
are  well  tempered  and  sharp,  being  made  with  the  same  thoroughness  as  has 
distinguished  the  manufacture  of  Milward's  well-known  needles  for  more 
than  1 50  years. 

See  the  name  Milward  or  the  Iron  Arm  trade-mark  is  attached  to  ev^rv 
piece  of  tackle  you  buy— rods,  lines,  hooks,  paternosters,  &c.,  &c. 

THE  "DEAL"  SEA  Rod. 


PACKED  S  FT 


This  IS  one  of  Milward's  Special  Sea  Rods.      Two  feet  handle  and 
hve  teet  top,  making  a  seven  feet  rod.  Cork  handle,  lock  joint  p'orce 
lam  centre  rings.    In  either  split  cane  (double  built)  or  green'heart 
Milward's  Tackle  can  be  obtained  of  all  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers    A+hi  4- 
Outfitters,  and  Stores.    Should  any  trouble  be  experienced  r 
them,  please  write  H.  Mi.ward  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  ^.sHVor7^mUs,\tT^-Z"^ 

London  Office:   121  &  122,    WOOD  STREET,  E.C. 
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Sept.  6,  two,  5ilb.,  61b.  ;  on  Sept.  7,  three,  OJlb., 
51b.,  51b.;  on  Sept.  8,  three,  5ilb.,  S^lb.,  51b.;  on 
Sept.  10,  one,  841b.  ;  total,  twelve,  691b.  Major 
Canning,  on  Sept.  5,  two,  tllb  ,  i)ilb. ;  on  Sept.  6, 
one,  61b.  ;  total,  three.  24ilb.  Rev."T.  Smith  Pearce, 
on  Sept.  6,  one,  V^lb.  Mr.  F.  M.  TowTisend,  on 
Sept.  11,  one,  14^1b.  Captain  Tetley,  on  Sept.  11, 
one,  71b.  Totals: — Sept.  5,  twelve  ;  Sept.  6,  eleven; 
Sept.  7,  eleven ;  Sept.  8,  twelve ;  Sept.  10,  four ; 
Sept.  ]  1,  four.  Total  for  the  six  days,  fifty-four. 
— W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Killarney  — Owing  to  abnormally  hot  weather 
and  a  dazzling  glare  on  the  waters  sport  has  been 
poor  at  salmon,  but  brown  trout  generally  furnished 
nice  sport  in  the  evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle) — Sport  during  the  past 
ten  days  was  very  good,  the  few  boats  out  on  suit- 
able days  getting  from  three  to  five  fish  ea;h,  the 
largest  caught  was  3|lb.  Mr.  Morton  and  Mr. 
Radcliffe  had  three  beauties  on  Sept.  7  ;  Mr.  Wilson 
and  friend  had  sixteen  pike  one  day  and  nine  the 
next ;  Mr.  Henderson  two  trout  on  the  8th  ;  Mr.  H. 
Acbeson  three  ;  Mr.  Gumming  lost  eight  on  Monday 
evening,  the  fish  all  coming  short.  Mr.  Morton  and 
Mr.  Radcliffe  had  five  splendid  trout  on  Sept.  11, 
and  lost  two  others  which  took  away  their  flies. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  excellent. — 
G.  A. 

IiOTigh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel)  — On  Sept.  3, 
Mr.  Eves,  six  trout,  111b.,  two  perch,  31b.;  Mr. 
Wood,  four  trout,  51b.  On  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Hammett, 
three  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  six  trout,  71b.,  two 
pike,  81b. ;  Mr.  Eves,  eleven  trout,  91b.,  one  pike, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Wood,  two  trout,  SJlb.  On  Sept.  5,  Mr. 
Mossop,  seven  trout,  81b.,  four  pike,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Eves, 
one  trout.  51b.,  killed  on  artificial  fly;  Mr.  Wood, 
one  trout,  3ilb.,  killed  on  artificial  fly;  Mr. 
Hammett,  one  trout,  21b.  (this  day  was  stormy). 
On  Sept.  6  Mr.  Mossop,  six  trout,  7^1b.  ;  Mr.  Eves, 
five  trout,  6lb.,  four  perch,  51b.  On  Sept.  7,  Mr. 
Wood,  four  trout,  blb^ ;  Mr.  Hammett,  five  trout, 
7^1b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  two  trout,  21b.,  two  perch,  31b.  ; 
]VIr.  Hammett,  two  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  two 
trout,  3^1b.,  one  pike,  4Jlb.,  three  perch,  5|lb.  On 
Sept.  8,  Mr.  Wood,  four  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Hammett, 
five  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Mossop,  three  trout,  5^\h.  ; 
Capt.  Hume  Kelly,  one  trout,  Hlb.,  one  pike,  4^1b. 
— Thos.  Natjghton. 

Iiough  Currane,  ttc.  (Wat«rville,  co  Kerry): — 
Owing  to  very  hot  and  bright  weather  sport  has 
been  poor  at  sea  and  brown  trout  on  Lough  Currane, 
and  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been  had.  On  the 
mountain  lakes  (hat  hold  brown  trout  only  sport 
has  been  fair. — T.  J.  D. 

Longhs  mask  and  Corrib  (Clorbnr)  — Since 
last  report  anglers  staying  at  the  Mount  Gable 
Hotel  have  had  the  following  catches  :  Sept.  1,  Dr. 
Hallowes,  one  trout  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Duncai,  one 
trout,  lib.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  Marsham  Townshend  one 
trout,  lib.  5oz.  ;  Sept.  3,  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Town- 
i-hend,  two  trout  21b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Floris,  three  trout, 
4Jlb. ;  Sept.  4,  Messrs.  Duncan  and  Townshend,  eleven 
trout,  17ilb.,  two  best  21b.  5oz.  and  21b,  4oz.,  all  on 
the  "daddy  ";  two  pike,  271b.  and  201b.;  also 
played  and  lost  two  enormous  pike,  Mr.  Duncan 
Baying  his  "was  the  biggest  fish  he  ever  had 
on,"  and  he's  caught  his  5-ilb.  salmon.  Sept. 
6,  Dr.  Hallowe">,  one  trout,  l^\h.  ;  Messrs. 
Duncan  and  Townshend,  two  trout,  3^1b.,  best 
1  lb.  13oz  and  four  em^ll  pike  up  to  Clb. ; 
Messrs.  Chittenden,  three  trout,  51b.  6oz.,  best 
21b.  9oz.  Sept.  7,  Dr.  Hallowes  two  trout,  71b., 
be  ;t  a  Gib.  gillaroo,  and  lost  another  grand  trout, 
all  on  the  "daddy  dap";  two  pike,  ll;Jlb.,  best 
6|lb.  Mes.Ti.  Connell  and  Wuns'on,  three  trout, 
21b. ;  Mr.  Chittenden  one  trout,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Floris 
three  trout,  6|lb.,  be;t  3:ilb.,  on  artificial  fly. 
On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Duncan,  three  trout,  5|lb.,  best 
21b.  6oz. ;  Dr.  Hallowes  and  Mr.  Wuniton,  two 
tront,  21b.  3  oz.  ;  Messrs.  Chittenden,  three  trout, 
4|lb.,  be,t  21b.;  Mr.  Floris,  three  trout,  51b.  loz  , 
be;t  21b.  5oz.,  all  artificial  fly;  Mr.  Connell,  two 
trout,  21b.  9oz.,  one  pike,  5|lb.  On  Sept.  9  Dr, 
Hallowes  and  Mr.  Wunston,  four  trout,  41b,  5oz.,  best 
1  lb.  6oz. ;  Messr:.  Chittenden,  three  trout,  41b.  6oz., 
best  1  lb.  13oz  ;  Mr.  Connell,  four  trout.  6|lb.,  best 
lib.  8oz.  On  Sept.  10,  Dr.  Hallowes  and  Mr.  Wunston, 
five  trout,  61b.  lOoz  ,  best  2Jlb.  ;  Mess-s.  Chittenden, 
three  trout.  3|lb.,  best,  lib.  9oz.  The  above  trout 
are  nearly  all  taken  on  the  "daddy  dap,"  or  arti- 
ficial fly,  either  oE  which  should  be  good  to  the  end 
of  the  season,  Oct.  15.  There  is  no  close  time  for 
pike  in  these  waters. — G.  A. 

tttovrne  (ITe'wtown  {Stewart,  co.  Tyront*).' — 
The  flaxwater  has  gone  from  the  Mourne  and  its 
tributaries,  but  all  are  rather  low  for  sport.  The 
prospects  of  sport  are  good  if  rain  comes  at  once,  as 
the  ri^  er  holds  f.  very  good  stock  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  in  the  lowe  ■  pools,  and  [  these  are  awaiting  the 
spate  to  carry  them  up  to  the  higher  reaches. — 

J.  A.  B.4BLOWE. 

Moy,  IfOngha  Conn  and  Cnllen  <BaUlna.  eo. 
Mayo). — Weather  here  very  xmsettled,  which  inter- 


fered greatly  with  fish  taking  the  fly. '  Mr.  Henry 
O'Hagan,  three  grilse,  51b.,  41b.,  421b.  ;  one  salmon, 
K^lb. ;  Mr.  John  Garvey.  two  grilse,  4ilb.  61b.  ;  M  ■. 
Perrv  Knox-Gore,  two  grilse,  51b.  (ilb.  Mr.  Timlin, 
Mr.  McHale,  Mr.  Graham,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  had 
some  very  good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  best  bag  for 
one  day  seventeen,  largest  31b.  Some  nice  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  loughs,  all  of  a  good  size.  On  the 
Palmerston  river  Mr.  MacPher.^on  and  Mr.  Simson 
had  four  gril-e,  261b.,  nineteen  sea-trout,  largest 
41b.  Angling  for  salmon  and.  sea- trout  clones  here 
on  the  Moy  on  Sept.  16,  after  atfordin  a  very  nice 
year's  sport  with  gril-e  and  sea-trout,  both  for  nets 
and  rod.  Wishing  all  the  fish  a  safe  journey  to  the 
spawning  beds,  as  there  are  a  tremendous  lot  of 
spawning  fish  in  the  river. — Pat  Hearns. 

Upper  I>akes  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry).- — Fair 
sport  has  been  had  at  sea  and  brown  trout  on  the 
above  waters.  On  Lough  Namona  a  take  of  a  dozen 
sea-trout  was  had,  and  on  the  other  waters  the  takes 
of  sea-trout  ran  from  three  to  nine  fish.  On  Lough 
Cloonaghlin  Mr.  Perrott  and  friend  caught  in  one 
day  nine  sea-trout  and  seventeen  brown  trout,  two 
of  the  latter  fish  weighing  respectively  41b.  and  3|lb. 
--T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (Sept.  9) — Notwithstanding  the  heat, 
the  Colonel — inured  to  Indian  days — mounting  liis 
"  bike  "  on  two  days  lately  inspected  the  Stockalper 
and  Vaudois  waters,  which  were  found  clear  or  just 
tinged  greenish-grey,  but  with  no  amount  of  trout 
moving,  and  those  that  were  chiefly  attending  to 
grasshoppers ;  wherefore,  mounting  a  large  green 
one  and  letting  it  float  down  in  the  Chessil  reach,  a 
couple  of  nice  gamey  fish  were  secured,  one  of 
13Jin.,  loz.  under  a  pound,  and  another  of  8in. 
Some  fish  liave  also  been  taken  and  seen  in  the 
Vaudois  near  the  golf  links,  but  not  many  are 
likely  to  be  caught  in  8U"h  hot,  bright  weather  as 
we  have  had  lately.  While  I  write  there  has  come 
— the  first  for  many  days — a  calm,  fairly  heavy 
showerf  or  fifteen  minutes  from  a  sky  unusually  fle  ;ked 
with  whitish  clouds,  but  more  moisture  is  badly 
wanted.  I  have  seen  photos  of  the  two  trout  lately 
captured  in  the  Oberland  Lake  Chavoime.  One 
was  a  fino  big  fish,  said  to  have  weighed  5Jlb.,  but 
much  of  its  length  absorbed  in  head.  Tlie  other  of 
1  lb.  was  a  lanky  specimen,  both  looking  in  very 
underfed  condition.  The  large  one  was  said  to 
have  played  heavily,  sulking  and  boring,  and  to 
have  given  trouble  to  get  into  a  rather  rough  sort 
of  boat,  the  angler  being  alone.  No  other  trout 
ro.'e,  and  the  successful  fly  was  an  Orange  Grouse, 
lake  size. — Benvvyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballins'belligs. — Sport  at  bottom  fishing  has 
been  good  at  bream,  scad,  whiting,  gurnard,  and 
haddock.  In  the  evenings  pollack  furnished  decent 
sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sport  continues  good  at  various 
fish,  the  best  sport  being  had  in  the  evenings. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  takes  of  fish  by  Vjoat  anglers  have 
been  good  for  so  early  in  the  season  from  the  mud 
banks  and  other  parts  of  the  Downs.  Mr.  Crabb 
and  nephew  one  score  whiting,  four  codling,  one 
over  41b.  ;  Mr.  Nurm,  fishing  two  hours,  one  and  a 
half  score  good  plaice ;  Messrs.  Parker  and  Norris, 
raoonli,crht  fi-hing,  four  good  soles  and  eight  plaice  ; 
Mr.  Balls  seventy  plaice,  one  small  sole,  and  cod 
61b;  Mr.  J.  Locks,  forty-three  codling,  one  of  61b. 
and  .several  over  41b,,  twenty-on«  good  pouting, 
and  three  eels;  Mr.  Williams,  fishing  three  hours, 
two  score  whitin"?,  fifteen  flat  fish,  several  dogfish, 
and  two  mackerel ;  Messrs.  A.  C.  Butler  and  J.  R. 
Jacobs,  of  Reading,  fishing  off  Sandown  Castle,  on 
Sept.  12,  took  fourteen -good  codling,  two  51b.  each, 
three  good  whiting,  one  small  conger,  and  a  few 
dabs  and  place.  The  water  a  t  present  is  rather  clear, 
the  first  breeze  to  colour  the  water  a  little  in  all 
probability  we  should  see  very  decent  sport. — 
Edwd.  Hanger. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — On  the  whole  pier  fishing  dur- 
ing the  week  has  been  good,  but  somewhat  irregular, 
the  feature  of  the  sport  having  been  the  number 
of  nice  codlings  taken.  The  strong  northerly 
breeze  on  Sept.  10  interfered  for  a  while  with 
sport,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  weather  has  been 
all  that  could  be  desired.  Many  of  the  pier  habitues 
are  now  getting  to  work,  and  a  strong  contingent 
of  visitors  can  be  seen  every  day  busy  with 
rod  and  line.  The  most  successful  anglers  have 
been-  Mr.  Nickels  (a  fine  scad),  Master  Pendawes, 
Messrs.  Hodges,  J.  Handley,  Glen,  Fenn,  Manico, 
Webber,  Tittmuss,  Fawcett,  Band,  Burslem  (a  cod- 
ling of  4pb.),  Grant,  Mr.  and  Miss  Morgan,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster.  One  notable  capture  was  that 
of  a  Sole  of  l^lb.  taken  })y  a  visitor,  name  unknown, 
on  Tuesday  evening. — Charle.?  Hussey,  B.S.A.S. 

jPeuxanue. — >Spoi't  continues  moderate  generally, 


although  Messrs.  Eade,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steib,  and 
Messrs.  Neville  Bros,  report  having  a  good  time. 
Mr.  Eade  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steib,  one  catch,  one 
dorey(71b.),  twenty-two  bream  (largest,  31b.  8oz, ), 
six  pouting,  thirteen  catfisli,  eight  dogfish,  two 
pollack,  two  gurnard  one  tub,  one  mackerel.  Dr. 
Schad,  on  Sept,  10,  six  pollack,  two  pouting,  five 
chad,  four  rough  dogfish,  one  spurdog  (4ft,  long). 
Messrs.  Slade  and  Debenham,  B.S.A.S.,  moderate 
catches,  including  a  fine  specimen  pouting.  Messrs. 
Neville  Bros  ,  London,  on  Sept.  5,  seven  conger 
(31b.,  41b.,  51b,,  61b.,  71b„  81b.,  and  12Jlb.)  ;  on 
Sept.  6,  poor  day,  ten  fish,  chiefly  conger  ;  on  Sept.  8, 
fifty-three  fish,  conger,  pollack,  bream,  and  a  mixed 
lot,  including  a  gerrick ;  on  Sept.  10,  eighty-eight 
fish  in  two  outings,  bream,  conger,  mackerel,  pollack 
(best  fish,  81b.),  the  total  weight  of  catches  being 
1001b.  Pier  fishing  and  whiffing:  Moderate  snort. 
Lord  St.  Levan  and  party,  on  Monday  at  MuUion, 
caught  100  pollack  (81b.  down). — -J.  H.  Rowe. 

Flymonth. — -The  weather  is  still  holding  fine  and 
a  nice  sailing  breeze  for  the  mackerel.  There  are 
plenty  in  the  offing,  and  several  boats  can  be  seen 
out  every  day  with  their  bobbing-poles  out  and  their 
half  a  dozen  lines  towing  astern.  Sport  is  fast  and 
furious  at  times,  and  the  fish  are  running  large. 
There  are  still  good  reports  of  the  pollack,  the  East 
Winter  Buoy  being  the  favourite  place.  Some 
very  large  ones  are  to  be  found  there  as  several  lota 
of  gear  have  been  carried  away,  although  it  has  been 
fitted  with  double  and  treble  gut.  Some  very  fine 
fish  were  taken  in  Firestone  Bay  during  the  week 
at  anchor  with  drift  lines.  The  bass  have  not  been 
so  plentiful  this  week  as  last ;  they  have  gone  out 
after  the  pilchards  I  expect. — William  Heabdeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Sontbwold. — Several  viators  and  residents  have 
started  fishing  on  the  pier  here,  but  little  sport  has 
rewarded  their  pe-siitency  durin'5;  the  last  week, 
and  with  the  exception  of  some  decent-sized  dabs 
and  flounders  there  is  little  to  record.  Mr.  G.Spry  and 
Mr.Claye  members  of  the  B.S.A.S., fished  the  harbour 
yeste.'day,  and  were  rewarded  wi^h  some  eels  and 
the  fir.st  codling  of  the  season,  be  ides  getting  some 
of  the  afore-mentioned  fish.  Confers  have  been 
in  evidence,  several  having  been  taken  by  beach 
boatmen  in  their  trawl-nets,  with  he-e  and  there  a 
whiting.  The  latter  usually  arriv  e  with  the  herring 
at  the  end  of  the  present  month,  or  early  part  of 
October.  A  good  fishing  season  is  probable,  and 
the  Coast  Development  Corporation  are  making 
suitable  arrangements  to  meet  the  conveniences  of 
habitues  of  the  pier  and  the  usual  visitors  who 
frecuent  Southwold  for  autumnal  aid  winter 
fishing. — Leonard  B.  WaiGHTiON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia — Sport  continues  good  with  whiting, 
bream,  gurnard,  s-ad,  and  haddoc'-:.  PoUa-k  and 
ma:kerel  also  gave  good  sport  occas'o  lally. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Though  the  weather 
has  been  very  sultry  and  bright,  sport  has  been  gener- 
ally good,  especially  at  bottom  fishi  ig — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  still  continues  beauti- 
fully fine,  and  anglers  are  having  splendid  all-round 
sport.  Some  exceptionally  large  catches  of  mackerel 
have  be^n  made,  the  be  t  being  E.  Haggett,  30  dozen 
and  22J  dozen,  in  two  days  fishing  by  himself. 
Mr.  J.  Matthews  (W.A.A.)  twenty  and  a-half  dozen, 
all  on  hook  and  line.  Mr.  Bartleet  (W.A.A.)  has 
taken  two  fine  ba  s,  we  ghing  71b.  and  31b.  re- 
spectively. Mr.  H.  J.  Ru  sell  'W.A.A.)  two  bass, 
41b,  9oz.  and  21b.  9oz. ;  and  myself  two  bass,  3|lb.  and 
2^1b.  Mr.  Moggeridge  (W.A.A.)  has  had  good  luck 
with  the  congers,  one  evening  taking  eight  fine  fish, 
heaviest,  81b.  14oz. ;  Sergeant-Ma j or  Protheroe, 
R.E.,  took  three  bass,  31b.,  2Jlb.,  and  2|lb. ;  Messrs. 
A.  and  E.  Godding,  of  Marlborough,  fishing  at 
Ferry  Bridge,  have  had  large  catches  of  bass, 
mullet,  pollack,  and  skate;  while  W.  Mog- 
geridge  has  had  a  very  large  spur  dog,  which 
on  being  cut  open  had  seven  young  ones  inside. 
Mr.  F.  Ferris  has  had  some  good  pollack  in  the  har- 
bour in  the  evening.  Prospects  are  still  good,  and 
anglers  may  look  forward  to  good  baskets  for  some 
time  yet. — -Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


^^^ociations,  etc. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 
M.  Edouard  presided  on  Sept.  12  over  a  well- 
attended  meeting.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams  and 
Mrs.  Mayer  have  had  good  sport  at  Newhaven. 
On  Sept  11  they  captured  over  1  cwt.  of  whiting 
and  dabs,  and  one  conger  and  one  codling  of  3Jlb. 
On  Sept.  12,  the  weather  was  rough,  but  they 
returned  with  another  fine  take  of  fish.  Mr.  C. 
Franco,  from  tidal  water,  took  45|^lb.  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  six  dozen  roach 
and  dace  ;  ]\Irs.  Jacobs  and  Miss  Maud  Abrahams 
had  over  1.51b.  of  roach  and  dace  from  Teddington, 
some  of  the  dace  being  very  fine.  The  forthcoming 
competition  at  Ballancourt  was  fully  discussed.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  editor  of  Les  Sports,  in 
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THE  ORIGINAL 

CORDING'S 

Esta.  1839.        (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)  i«3». 

/^^W  TROUSERS, 
lir^^^  BROGUES, 

^^^^■^  STOCKINGS 

WATERPROOF 

^^^^^^^  SPECIALITIES 

Z^^^__^^^^^^_^^^^.  For  Sporting  and 

— — ^^^^^^j^^^^^^     trenerai  use, 

19,  PICCADILLY 

Branch  '  S5.  ST.  JAMBS'  STRKRT  'Copner  of  Jo*nivn  St.*.  5?.W. 

TREAT  /"^^fr^  \  YOUR 

BOOTS^^^   7  .WITH 

TRADE  MARK. 

Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

For  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

For  MACHINE  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 

THE  ONL  Y  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  in  the  GERM  A  M  ARMY. 

GLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-NO  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN   TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 
At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/-  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTON  STREET,   LONDON,  E.C. 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers. 

OGDEN&SCOTFORD'S 

Specialities  for  Summer  Angling. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 

1  lie     lU  u  1j  1  u  111  -  iiN  -  rKjx  Y  U     r  IV  nOu, 

LATEST  TESTIMONIAL.  ' 

"  I  have  sent  you  one  of  your  Multum  Trout  Rods  to  varnish.    The  best 
I  have  ever  seen."                                                 rev.  P.  s. 

f^rVl   >^ SEA  TAGKLE. 

TACKLE. 

B.S.A.  EXHIBITION, 

"FEATHERWEIGHT"  Roach  Rod. 

12  to  14  ft.,   very    light,   ia  3  or  4  joints,   12/6  each.. 
RECENT   TESTIMONIAL  RECEIVED. 

Gt.  George  Street,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 
"A  friend  of  mine  has  just  shown  me  one  of  your  Featherweight  Roaoh  Rods 
I  am  highly  pleased  with  it,  and  kindly  desire  you  to  forward  me  a  similar  Rod 
soon  as  possible.    I  enclose  12s.  Qd.  for  same."                                        j.  o. 

The  ''TEWKESBURY"  Roach  and 
Bream  Rod. 

10  to  1.3  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  beautifully  balanced, '  XO/6  to  X2/G  each. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Leicester,  July  23,  1906. 
'*  The  Roach  Rod  you  made  is  quite  satisfactory.    Balance  and  spring  A  1 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  painstaking  and  skilful  way  you  followed  my 
oi^der."                                                           Yours  faithfuUy,  W.  H.  W. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES.  Z/~  daw 

All  Angeling  Requisites.            Catalogues  Free. 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet  Street,  London,  B.C., 

SEPTEMBER  21st  to  OCTOBER  3rd  inclusive. 
Every  Angler  should  call  and  see 

Wyers  Pre  res 

FINE  SELECTION. 

SPECIAL  TACKLE  made  to  order  promptly. 

MANUFACT.«Y:-yyYERS  FRERES, 

Continental  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 

TICKETS  of  Admission  Post  Free  from  the 
Manufactory,  or  may  be  had  at  the  Hall. 
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wliich  he  expressed  surprise  at  the  article  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  l,in  which 
anglers  were  asked  to  "  beware  of  such  enterprises 
organised  by  people  who  have  nothing  to  do  ■«dth 
angling."  Tlie  meeting  was  unanimous  in  recom- 
mending anglers  to  \-isit  Paris  and  share  the  hospi- 
tality offered  by  their  French  confreres.  A  list  of 
prizes  was  read  showing  that  the  "  Concoxirs  Inter- 
national "  is  being  conducted  under  the  patronage 
of  the  best  sportsmen  in  France,  and  althovigh  the 
club  did  not  press  visitors  to  compete,  yet  they  had 
arranged  for  a  large  contingent  to  leave  London  on 
Sept  22,  and  pledged  themselves  to  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  make  the  competition  a  success, 
numerically  and  financially.  All  entries  through 
the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  will  close  on  Thurs- 
day, Sept.  20.  M.  La  Sonde,  Journal  Les  Sports, 
20,  Rue  St.  Marc,  Paris,  will  be  happy  to  give  any 
further  information  necessary.  J  "  Vive  V entente 
cordiale." — Retjben  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Anglers'  Association. 
Tlie  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  ai 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  on 
Monday  next,  Sept.  17,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodrotf. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  Adams  presided  at  a  committee  meeting 
on  Sept.  6,  and  Mr.  Armitage  at  an  ordinary  meeting 
on  Sept.  5.  Several  members,  notwithstanding 
the  recent  hot  weather  and  absence  of  rain,  have 
met  with  fair  sport.  Mr.  Braddick  states  that  he 
took  about  i?lb.  of  roach  at  Springwell,  in  the 
Harefield  section  of  the  society's  fishery,  whilst 
at  Harefield  Mr.  ,  Cracknell  has  also  had  roach. 
Mr.  Lucas  reported  that  he  and  a  friend  had  just 
returned  from  Looe,  where  they  had  taken  many 
pollack  (largest  about  91b.),  besides  a  quantity  of 
other  fish,  and  he  also  creeled  many  small  brook  trout. 
Mr.  Metz  has  brought  up  bream  from  Simbury 
(best  31b.  5|oz.),  and  Mr.  Goble  perch.  Mr.  W. 
Wilkinson  has  sent  up  a  nice  perch  of  21b.  5Joz. 
This  last  week-end  at  Harefield  Mr.  Eaton  had  over 
a  dozen  good-sized  roach,  Mr.  Yarham  dace,  and 
Mr.  Wood-Barrett  roach.  On  Sept.  8  Mr.  Bainton 
had  91b.  5oz.  of  roach  (best  lib.  5|oz.)  and  three 
perch  (2^1b.)  from  the  Colne,  and  Mr.  Moffatt 
reports  having  taken  roach  up  to  Hb.  9oz.  at 
Amberley.  The  results  of  outstanding  ties  in  the 
first  round  for  the  club  cup  are  not  to  hand — E.  B. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Masons' 
Hall  Tavern  on  Aug.  11,  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson 
presiding,  when  there  was  a  fine  display  of  fish, 
Mr.  A  G.  Merritt  having  a  splendid  tray  of  bream, 
best  fish  scaling  over  41b.  ;  Mr.  Loneon  also  having 
very  good  fish,  including  chub  of  41b.,  roach  of 
lib.  12oz.,  and  perch  of  21b.,  besides  dace  and  jack. 
Mr.  W.  Gilbert  had  good  tench  up  to  21b.  13oz.  ;  Mr. 
R.  Harris  also  had  many  nice  tench  up  to  nearly 
21b.  ;  Messrs.  Bearaont  and  T.  Gilbert,  many  dace 
and  roach.  As  regards  sea-fishing,  Mr.  Tyerman 
had  taken  several  dozen  mackerel,  being  broken 
up,  however,  by  large  bass  ;  Mr.  Canton  had  again 
been  successful  at  Scarborough,  taking  several  score 
of  very  fine  jvhiting  and  three  gurnard.  The  principal 
item  of  the  evening  was  an  interesting  aiscussion 
of  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  award  of 
the  new  challenge  cup  should  be  made,  the  cup  itself, 
a  noble  specimen  of  the  silversmith's  art,  being  on 
view.  In  the  end  several  points  regarding  pro- 
posed regulations  were  approved,  and  doubtless 
the  committee  will  shortly  be  able  to  announce  a 
complete    code    of    regulations.    Attention  was 


Open  until  November,      Open  until  Novemberm 


X906. 


SPACE— 1,000,000  sqnare  yards.  300  BUILDINGS.  Nearly  100  SECTIONS. 
OFFICIAL  EXHIBITS  OF  30  NATIONS, 

Great  Attractions.  Expositions  of  Fine  and  Decorative 
Arts,  Methods  of  Transit,  Manufactures,  Machinery, 
Weapons,  Fish  and  Pisciculture,  Silks  and  Silk  Culture, 
Food  and  Chemical  Products,  &c. 


TOl  IDT  ^TT  ^  should  not  fail  to  visit  this  EXHIBITION; 
*  IVl*-'  1  in  many  respects  UNIQUE. 

MALCOM  &  CO. 


NO  MORE  HEAVY  WADERS. 


"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  42/- 

K.  B.  MARSTON,  Esq.,  Bays  :  "  These  new  waders  are  a  s?reat  comfort." 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
Of  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Meld,  June  30,  1900. 


 3.  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SdUABE. 

SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FLIES, 

Selections  made  for  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

iVIILLERS  GRAYLING  FLIES, 

2/-  per  dozen,  on  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

GRAYLING    FLY  CASTS, 

Gut  or  Hair,  1/-  each;  Mounted  with  Flies,  1/6  each. 

SALMON    CASTS  J     From  2/6  to  10/6  each. 
SEA    TROUT    CASTS,    1/-  and  1/6  each. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

Northern  Anglers' Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


PREVENTS 
the  Bites  of 

MOSQUITOES, 
GNATS,  MIDGES 

and  other  RIVERSIDE  PESTS. 

For  years  "  Muscatol "  has  been  con- 
sidered invaluable  by  Anglers  in  all  parts 

of  the  World. 
(See  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  June  30th,  p.  461  also 
August  4th,  p.  81). 

Send  post  card  for  particulars,  or  1  /2  for 
SAniPI,E   POCKET  BOTTLE, 
Larger  bottles  at  1/9,  3/-,  5/-,  10/6  and  21/-, 

PEEPAKED  BY 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS, 

Chemist, 
327,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W 

Can  be  obtained  of 
A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  LTQ., 
Ti,  South  Molton  Street,  W. 

AND  BRANCHES. 


Box  asnt  Post  Tree  for  Btl. 


FREWIN'S 

S  SPECIAL  NAILS  i 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


^l  For  Fishing  and  ^ 
^  Shooting^  Brogues  ^ 
§^        and  Boots.  q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
LONDON,  S.E. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglors. 


"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST  SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY. 

"CAROLINA  RICE" 

LARGEST  NATURAL  GRAIN. 

"PREPARED  BARLEY" 

SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


We  guarantee  the  above  as  being  of  the  verj' 
best  quality  procurable. 

Price  //-  por  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


Sample  Bags  of  Kioe  and  Barley,  6d.  each,  if 
ordered  with  Wheat. 


Address  :—1^a,n&eQr,  ALBION  GRANARIES. 
Holland  St.,  Blackfriars,  London,  S.E. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 

4,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  ST.,  LONDON. 

AUTUMN  EXHIBITION 

Sea  Fisbiiig  Taekle 

WILL  BE  HELD  IN 

Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet  Street,  London, 

From  Friday,  21st  Sept,,  1906,  to 

Wednesday,  3rd  Oct.,  1906,  inclusive. 

Doors  open  on  the  First  Day  from  2  p.m.,  on 
other  days  from  noon  to  9  p.m. 

Admission  by  Ticket,  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  principal  members  of  the  Tackle  Trade, 
or  from  the  Secretary  at  the  Headquarters. 


RICHARD  WHEATLEY&  SON, 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Makers, 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


You  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Food  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  EconomicaL 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

8H0DLD  ADVERTISB  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Chargea  very  moderate. 
Addre**:  Klnz  Street,  Alfreton. 
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called  to  the  smoking  concert  to  take  place  on 
Sept.  25,  also  to  the  lantern  entertainment  to  be 
given  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  on  Sept.  18,  when,  as 
many  ladies  and  friends  of  members  are  invited, 
there  is  likely  co  be  a  large  attendance.  Visitors 
are  kindly  requested  to  be  in  their  seats  by  eight 
o'clock  at  least,  the  meeting  commencing  at  7.30 
p.m.  as  usual. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Ajstgldstg  Society. 
A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  on  Sept  11 
imder  Mr.  Bowman's  presidency.  Among  the 
correspondence  was  a  letter  from  Kelvedon,  intima- 
ting that  tlie  weeds  would  be  cut  on  the  upper 
water  this  week.  The  water  is,  however,  very  low 
and  bright,  and  good  sport  among  the  roach  can 
hardly  be  expected  till  the  river  has  had  a  flushing. 
Among  the  members  present  on  Sept  11  was  Mr. 
Mark  Davies,  who  has  been  absent  for  some  con- 
siderable time.  Needless  to  say,  he  was  heartily 
welcomed  to  his  accustomed  seat.  Fishing  reports 
were  somewhat  scanty,  though  several  members  have 
been  out.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders,  fishing  with  a  friend, 
took  a  large  niunber  of  bream  and  tench,  and  Mr. 
Riches,  whom  we  were  glad  to  see  again,  a  quantity 
of  tench  up  to  2:^lb.,  together  with  rudd  and  roach. 
Mr.  Turner  had  some  nice  chub  on  the  fly,  and  Mr. 
P.  W.  Salmond  three  brace  of  trout  from  private 
water.  Mr.  Bowman  has  had  some  nice  bass  from 
the  south  coast,  and  also  perch  up  to  21b.  from 
private  water.  The  closing  dinner  will  take  place 
at  the  Black  Horse  on  Saturday,  Sept.  29,  at  7  p.m. 
— Hon.  Sec.  ^ 

HiGHBUBT  Angling  Society. 
Members  are  returning  from  their  summer  holidays 
•  and  turning  up  in  force  at  our  Wednesday  meetings. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Sept.  12,  when  fishing 
experiences  were  numerous,  but  mostly  of  an  un- 
succeisful  nature  from  a  specimen  hunter's  point  of 
view.  The  hah  season  ends  on  Sept.  15,  and  the 
nmnber  of  specimens  recorded  is  well  above  the 
average,  notwithstanding  the  dry  season.  Mr.  Potter 
has  taken  some  nice  roach,  the  largest  weighing 
1  lb.  9oz.  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding's  pike,  weighing  231b  , 
prejerved  by  Cooper  and  Sons,  has  come  to  hand, 
and  looks  its  weight,  and  is  much  admired  by 
members  and  visitors. — Hon.  Se.;. 

Watfoed  Piscatoes. 
Amongst  other  fish  weighed  in  by  the  members 
this  week  were — trout  21b.  4oz.,  lib.  lOoz  ;  perch 
lb.  lloz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  and  lib.  7oz.,  and  a  chub  of 
21b.  loz. — A.  Massee. 


THE  HASTINGS  FESTIVAL. 


The  annual  festival  of  the  Hastings  Angling 
Association  ii  now  a  thing  of  the  past  so  far  as  this 
year  is  concerned,  but  on  all  hands  it  is  agreed  that 
the  fifth  festival  has  been  by  far  the  most  enjoyable 
yet  held.  If  there  have  not  been  exceptional 
bags  the  sport  has  been  keen,  and  when  the  spots 
were  found,  then  some  exciting  times  were  enjoyed. 
The  Deep  Lake  Hook's  Ledge  and  Lee  Ness  have 
never  been  so  thoroughly  explored  as  during  the  last 
few  days,  but  it  may  be  takea  for  granted  that  in 
the  future  the  congers  that  undoubtedly  lie  there 
will  have  some  tempting  morsels  prepared  for 
them.  Three  codling  and  scores  of  silver  whiting 
were  landed  on  Sunday.  One  competitor  on  Satur- 
day landed  a  lobster  2|lb.,  and  on  Simday  a  large 
crab  was  found  in  the  basket.  The  Piers  have 
proved  disappointing,  but  the  takes,  in  spite 
of  this,  are  better  than  those  of  previous  years, 
and  as  the  water  has  been  excellent  and  the 
weather  delightful,  the  outing,  apart  from  the 
sport,  has  no  doubt  been  very  beneficial  to  all. 
The  total  entry  was  703— a  re3ord  for  England — • 
and  the  weight  of  fish  landed  over  16cwt. — all  size- 
able. At  a  rough  guess  some  6cwt.  failed  the 
measurement  test,  but  none  were  wasted,  many  a 
poor  home  being  supplied.  The  following  is  the 
official  hsc  of  all  the  winners  : — 

Boats. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  taken 
during  the  festival.  First  prize,  South  of  England 
sea  angling  championship  trophy  and  gold  medal  : 
Mr.  Baunton  (Southend),  24rlb.  14oz.  — Heaviest 
catch  in  this  class  on  Saturday :  W.  H.  Begbie 
(Hastings),  211b.  5  oz.  ;  Svmday :  Mr.  Bantin 
(Southend),  241b.  lloz.  ;  Monday  :  G.  M.  Elliott 
(B.S.A.S.),  231b.  lloz. 

Class  II.— Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting, 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  number. — First  prize, 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  challenge  cup  and 
medal :  Mr.  A.  R.  Dale,  31b  lloz.  —  Heaviest  catch 
in  this  class  on  Saturday:  Mr.  Ferguson,  21b. 
7Joz. ;  Sunday :  Mr.  Cooper,  21b.  15oz.  ;  Monday, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Dale,  31b.  lloz. 

.  Class  III.  —  Heaviest  catch  of  cod  taken  on 
Saturday:  Mr.  H.  Stockley  (Leyton),  21b.  8^oz. ; 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


Sunday:  Mrs.  H.  Corfe  (B.S.A.S.),  31b.  Gioz.  ; 
Monday:  Mr.  F.  L.  Rooke  (B.S.A.S.),  91b.  9oz. 

Class  IV. — Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat  fish, 
not  exceeding  twelve  in  numlDer. — First  prize,  the 
'•  Lewis  Abbott  "  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal ; 
Mr.  A.  J.  Walker  (Southend),  51b.  ,5oz.— For  the 
heaviest  catch  in  this  class  on  Saturday :  Mr.  F.  J. 
Mann  (Hastings),  51b;  loz.;  Sunday:  Mr.  A.  J. 
Walaer,  51b.  5oz.  ;  Monday  :  Mr.  Salter,  41b.  9oz. 

Class  V. — -For  the  heaviest  round  and  flatfish 
taken  on  each  day. — Round  fish:  Saturday,  G. 
Adams  (Deal  and  Wahner),  131b.  G^oz. ;  Sunday,  G. 
Hannan  (Deal  and  Wahner),  41b.  lloz. ;  Monday, 
L.  A.  Tyer  (unattached),  141b.  4oz.— Flatfish : 
Saturday,  A.  H.  Hawkes  (Southend  A. A.),  13oz. ; 
Sunday,  J.  Birch  (Hastings  Assn.),  I5ioz. :  Monday, 

H.  Trill  (B.S.A.S.),  41b.  Hoz. 

Class  VI. — For  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable 
fish  taken  on  Saturday :  H.  J.  Brodie,  forty-five  ; 
Sunday,  H.  Hicks,  Croydon,  twenty-three  ;  Monday, 
G.  Pollard,  fifty. 

National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers'  medal. — Dr. 
Este  (Hastings),  131b.  2oz. 

Mr.  Griffiths'  special  prize. — Svmday,  Mr.  Hatton, 
41b.  5^oz. ;  Monday,  Dr.  Este,  131b.  2oz. 

Southend  gold  medal. — Dr.  Este  (Hastings). 
Hastings  Piee. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish  : }  First 
prize,  Silver  Challenge  Cup  presented  by  the  Hast- 
ings Pier  Company  and  gold  medal,  Mrs.  ^Dupre 
(Southend),  21b.  Sjoz.  ;  2,  Mr.  Novis  (Hastings) ;  3, 
Mr.  W.  Watson  (Southend) ;  4,  Mr.  A.  Hawkes 
(Southend). 

Class  II. — Heaviest  round  fish :  Saturday,  J. 
White  (Hastings) ;  Sunday,  Mrs.  Dupre ;  Monday, 
Mrs.  Stephenson  (St.  Leonards). 

Heaviest  flat  fish. — Saturday,  Mr.  W.  Watson  ; 
Sunday,  Mrs.  Stephenson  ;  Monday,  Mr.  W.  Hewett. 

Class  I V". — Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flatfish  not 
exceeding  six  :  1,  Mr.  Lee  (Southend) ;  2,  Mr.  Car- 
penter (Hastings)  ;  3,  Mr.  A.  Reed  (unattached). 

Ladies'  Special  Prize. — For  heaviest  catch  of 
sizeable  fish  :  Mrs.  Dupre. 

Bronze  Medai,  National  Sea  Anglers'  Council : 
Mrs.  Dupre. 

St.  Leonards  Pieb. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  fish :  First 
prize.  Silver  Challenge  Cup  presentea  by  the  St. 
Leonards  Pier  Company,  and  gold  medal,  Mrs. 
Dupre  2Jib. ;  2,  Mas.er  Dupr6 ;  3,  Mr.  C.  B.  H. 
Grant ;  4,  Mr.  Titjen  (St.  Leonards). 

Class  11. — For  the  heaviest  round  fish :  Saturday, 
Mrs.  Dupr6 ;  Sunday,  T.  Day  (Hastings) ;  Monday, 
W.  Watson  (Southend). — For  the  heaviest  flat  fish  : 
Saturday,  Mr.  Gosterveen  (Hastings) ;  Sunday,  C. 
Rofe  (fcit.  Leonards)  ;  Monday,  Mrs.  Sard  (St. 
Leonards). 

Class  IV. — ^Heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  flat  fish  : 

I,  Mr.  G.  Heweot ;  2,  Mr.  B.  Watkinson :  3,  Mr.  E. 
Hall. 

Special  Ladies'  Prize. — ^For  heaviest  weight  of 
sizeable  fish  :  Mrs.  Dupre. 

Bronze  medal  of  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers' 
for  heaviest  fish. — Mrs.  Dupr6. 

The  prize  distribution  took  place  at  headquarters, 
the  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  when  Dr.  Otho  R. 
Travers,  the  iTejident,  proved  an  ideal  Chairman. 
At  the  top  table  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  Harvey 
Du  Cros,  M.P.,  the  stewards,  and  Messrs.  A.  A. 
Bartram  and  W.  H.  Dowsett ;  the  joint  Hon.  Secre- 
taries, Mr.  H.  Corfe,  Mr.  Aflalo,  Dr.  Ticehurst,  and 
Mr.  N.  Ticehurst.  Mr.  F.  Foster  was  in  the  vice- 
chair,  and  the  large  assembly  rooms  were  crowded 
to  their  utmost  capacity,  many  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain seats.  The  largest  contingent  of  visitors  came 
from  Southend.  Tney  have  been  among  the  most 
consistent  competitors,  and  t.ieir  reward  was  the 
championship — At  the  openmg  the  President  gave 
a  cordial  welcome  to  all  \  isitors,  and  commiserated 
with  the  competitors  at  the  Piers  lor  the  poor  sport 
experienced,  excepting  one  lady  (laughter). — xvir. 
Aticklo  proposed  the  toast  of  "The  Hastmgs  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Festival,"  and  coupled  with  the 
sentiment  the  names  of  the  President,  the  Hon. 
Secretaries  and  the  Executive.  Hastings  had  been 
blessed  with  tliree  fine  days,  he  said,  and  the 
Festival  had  consequently  done  a  lot  of  good  to  the 
town  and.to  the  competitors.  It  made  a  lot  of  good 
fellowship,  and  the  advent  of  the  ladies  added  that 
elegance  to  the  festival  that  it  lacked  in  years  gone 
by.  He  was  very  pleased  to  be  with  them,  and 
wished  the  Societ /  every  success  in  the  future. 

The  Value  of  Advertisement. 
Dr.  Travers,  responding,  said  that  this  year  there 
were^one  or  two  matters  they  could  congratulate 
themselves  upon.  One  was  the  weather,  and 
another  was  tnat  the  Shield,  the  championship,  was 
to  have  a  resting-place  away.  The  more  lo  tra- 
velled the  more  it  would  advertise  the  borough. 
He  hoped  .  that  as  the  Club  had  started  festivals 
60  it  would  go  on  and  prosper.  It  was  interesting 
to  know  that  the  federation  also  was  initiated  in 
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Hastings  two  years  ago  (hear,  hear),  and  now  that 
the  B.S.A.S.  had  come  into  lino,  there  was  a  great 
future  in  store  for  the  Federation.  They  hoped, 
for  one  thing,  to  stop  a  lot  of  the  illegal  inshore 
trawling,  for  that  was  a  matter  which  would  have 
to  be  looked  into  (hear,  hear). — Mr.  A.  A.  Bartram 
said  he  was.proud  to  see  so  many  brother  and  sister 
anglers  present,  and  he  was  also  pleased  to  find 
that  the  number  of  visitors  increased  as  'each  Fes- 
tival arrived. — Mr.  Dowsett  hoped  all  where  satis- 
fied. His  experience  was  that  the  langler  was  a 
jolly  "good  fellow,  and  if  the  boat^  had  .done  fairly 
they  could  show  even  better  sport  in  Hastings.  By 
having  the  Festival  earlier  it  no  doubt  benefited 
the  town,  but  anglers  came  for  sport,  and  a  month 
later  he  was  sure  they  would,  have  better"  sport. 
The  work  had  been  hard,  yet  it  was  a  pleasure  ;  and 
as  the  Society  had  had  a  fine  body  of  stewards,  the 
work  had  been  accomplished,  he  hoped,  to  tho 
satisfaction  of  all. 

Mr.  Harvey  Du  Cros,  M.P.,  who  distributed  the 
prizes,  proposed  the  toast  of  the  visiting  anglers. 
Last  year,  he  told  them,  he  was  on  a  fishing  excur- 
sion, and  now  he  was  happy  to  add  that  he  had 
won  the  championship  of  the  South  Coast  (laughter 
and  applause).  The  weather  in  Hastings  might  be 
very  varied ;  the  sport  might  be  the  same  ;  but  the 
welcome  of  the  "  Saints  "  and  Hastings  would  never 
vary  (hear,  hear). — Mr.  Howard,  of  Southend,  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Deal  and  Walmer,  and  Mr.  NichoUs,  of 
the  B.S.A.S.,  each  responded  to  the  toast. — Mr. 
Aflaflo  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman,  and  Mr.  Harvey  Du  Cros,  and  it 
was  heartily  accorded.  During  the  evening  a 
capital  musical  programme  was  carried  out. 

Congers  taken ,  during  the  Festival  weighed 
141b.  4oz.,  131b.  G^oz.,  131b.  2oz.,  101b.  lOJoz. 
91b.  13oz.,  81b.  9oz.,  etc.  Plaice  taken  on  Monday 
weighed  respectively  41b.  IJoz.,  31b.  14oz.,  21b.  14oz. 
and  21b.  5oz.  Sizeable  species  taken  from  boats — 
bass,  gurnard,  plaice,  whiting,  pouting,  dab,  skate, 
mackerel,  weever,  conger,  silver- eel,  cod,  rigs. — 
Hastings  Argus. 


FISH  AND  WATER  NEARLY  THE 
SAME  SPECIFIC  GRAVITY. 


The  body  of  a  fish  is  nearly  of  the  same  specific 
gravity  as  the  water  it  inhabits.  The  effect  of 
gravity  is  therefore  almost  wholly  counterbalanced 
by  the  buoyant  force  of  that  fluid  ;  for  the  weight  of 
a  mass  of  water,  equal  in  bulk  to  the  body  itself, 
is  the  exact  measiu-e  of  tlxis  buoyant  force.  If  tliis 
weight  were  precisely  the  same  as  that  of  the  fish, 
the  animal  would  be  able  to  remain  suspended  in 
any  part  of  the  fluid  without  the  necessity  of  em- 
ploying any  voluntary  motion  or  exertion  for  that 
purpose  ;  but  as  the  body  of  a  fish  is  generally  a 
little  heavier  than  the  fluid  medimn,  especially  if 
it  be  fresh  water,  it  is  necessary  for  the  animal  to 
give  its  body  some  degree  of  motion,  in  order  to 
prevent  its  sinking. — Dr.  Roget. 

FoEM  OF  Fish. 
We  cannot  fail  to  perceive,  on  the  most  cursory 
glance,  the  beautiful  adaptation  of  the  form  and 
structure  of  all  these  animals  to  the  properties  of 
the  element  in  which  they  are  destined  to  reside. 
In  order  that  the  fish  might  glide  through  the 
fluid  without  the  least  resistance,  all  its  vital  organs 
have  been  coUeoted  into  a  small  compass,  and  the 
body  has  been  reduced  into  a  compact  oval,  com- 
pressed laterally,  and  tapering  to  a  thin  edge  both 
before  and  beliind,  for  the  purpose  of  readily 
clearing  the  water  as  the  fish  darts  forward,  and  also 
obviating  the  retardation  that  might  arise  from  the 
reflux  of  the  water  collected  behind. — Dr.  Roget. 

The  entire  structMe  of  fish  is  evidently  adapted 
to  swimming,  as  that  of  birds  to  flight ;  suspended 
in  a  fluid  nearly  as  heavy  as  themselves,  the  former 
have  no  need  of  wings  to  sustain  them  m  it.  A 
great  number  of  species  have  (immediately  imder 
the  spine)  an  air-vessel,  wliich,  by  compression  or 
dilatation,  changes  tlie  specific  gravity  of  the  fish, 
and  assists  it  in  arising  or  descending  in  the  water. 
Progression  is  executed  by  the  motion  of  the  tail, 
right  and  left. — Cuvier. 

Progressive  motion  of  fish  is  effected  by  the 
simplest  means  ;  the  principal  instrument  employed 
for  this  purpose  is  the  tail  ;  for  the  fins  are  merely 
auxiliary  organs,  serving  cluefly  to  balance  the 
body,  whilst  it  receives  its  propulsion  from  the 
tail.  A  fish  moves  in  the  water  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  a  boat  is  impeOed  by  sculling. — Dr.  R)get. 
Fine  Sense  of  Smell  in  Fish. 

M.  La  Cepede  observes  that  their  smell  is  the 
most  exquisite.  The  distance  which  a  fish  will 
traverse  m  pursuit  of  prey,  attracted  by  odorous 
emanations,  ia,immense.  The  seat  of  smell  is  the 
true  eye  of  fish,  wliich  directs  them  in  tliickesb 
darkness,  in  the  most  troubled  and  agitated  waters 
~Ouvier. 
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As  will  be.  seen  from  the  Editor's  note  and  from 
the  secretary's  report  of  the  Anglo-French  Pisca- 
torials,  the  International  Tournament  at  Ballan- 
com-t  on  Sept.  23  bids  fair  to  be  a  great  success. 
M.  La  Sonde,  the  Editor  of  Les  Sports,  has  kindly 
sent  the  official  programme,  from  which  I  quote 
the  following : — 

*  *  *  * 
LA  PfiCHE  A  LA  LIGNE. 

Dimanche  23  septembre.  Grand  Concours  Inter- 
national de  Peche  a  la  Ligne,  organist  a  Ballancourt 
par  le  journal  Zes  5'ports,«sous  les  auspices  de  "  La 
Famille  des  Cj-prins,"  avec  le  pr6cieux  concoui-s 
des  Soci6tes  de  Peche  Frangaises  et  Etrangeres. — 
2000  fr.  de  prix. 

*  *  *  * 
Peincipaux  Peix. 

Prix  du  Gouvernement  de  la  R^publique :  vm 
vase  de  Sevres  ;  prix  du  ministre  de  agriculture,  prix 
du  ministre  des  travaux  publics,  prix  du  Conseil 
municipal  de  Paris,  prix  du  prefet  de  police,  prix 
du  prefet  de  la  Seine,  prix  du  club  Anglo-French 
Piscatorial  de  Londres.  Prix  en  especes  :  100,  75, 
50,  30,  20,  15.  10  et  5  francs,  un  groupe  pecheur 
signe,  valuer  150  francs,  olTert  par  Les  Sports  ;  un 
pecheur  sign6,  valeur  50  francs,  offert  par  Les 
Sports;  im  sujet  Amour,  galvano  sur  socle  marbre 
valeur  50  francs,  offert  par  Les  Sports  ;  une  canne 
a  peche  valeur  50  francs  offerte  par  la  maison 
Fiant  de  Paris ;  une  canne  a  mouche  valeur 
50  francs,  offerte  par  la  maison  Fiant  de  Paris  ; 
2  Equipements  complet  offerte  par  la  maison  De 
Deken  de  Paris,  valeur  lOt)  francs  chdque  ;  Plus  de 
100  prix  tous  sportifs  et  ayant  une  r6elle  valeur. 

*  *  *  * 
Pkix  Special. 

Prix  reserve  aux  Presidents,  Secretaires,  Membres 
du  Jury. — 1  Canne  a  peche  valeur  500  francs  offerte 
par  la  Maison  De  Deken  de  Bruxelles. 

*  «  «  « 

Peogramme  du  Concours. 

8  h.  30. — Depart  de  Paris  (gare  de  Lyon).  Train 
Bp^cial. 

10  heures. — Arrivte  a  Ballancourt.  Defile  obliga- 
toire. 

De  10  heures  all  heues. — Distribution  des  cartes 
avec  numeros  de  tirage  au  sort. 

D©  11  heures  ii'  midi  30. — Dejeuner.  (Nos 
concurrents  trouveront  sur  le  lieu  du  concours  des 
cantines  et  restaurants  a  des  prix  moder6s). 

De  1  heure  a  4  heures. — Concours. 

De  4  heures  a  5  heures. — Pesage  des  prises  et 
op6rations  du  jury. 

6  heure?.  —  Distribution  des  recompenses  a 
proximite  du  Concours,  sous  la  pr6sidence  d'un 
membre  du  Gouvernement. 

Le  soir. — Fete  champetre. 

•  »  •  *  * 

Entries  close'  on  the  20th,  and  may  be  sent  to 
M.  La  Sonde,  editor  of  Les  Sports,  20,  Rue  St.  Marc, 
Paris  ;  or  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs,  hen.  sec.  Anglo- 
French  Piscatorials,  at  the  Cercle  Frangaise,  5,  Lisle- 
street,  Leicester-square,  or  79,  Hinton  road,  Heme 
HiU. 


As  will  be  seen  from  an  advertisement  on 
p.  206,  the  annual  Exhibition  of  Sea-Fishing  Tackle 
will  be  held  at  Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet-street,  from 
Friday,  Sept.  21,  to  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  inclusive. 
Tickets  of  admission  may  be  obtained  from  the 
principal  members  of  the  tackle  trade,  or  from  the 
secretary,  at  4,  Fetter-lane.  In  former  years  the 
Exhibition  was  held  at  headquarters,  but  the  in- 
creased and  increasing  interest  taken  in  all  that 
appertains  to  the  sport  of  sea  angling  has  necessi- 
tated the  hiring  of  a  larger  hall,  so  that  the  tackle 
manufacturers  who  make  a  specialty  of  sea-fishing 
appliances  will  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying 
to  the  best  advantage. 

•  *  »  » 

On  the  opening  day,  admission  will  be  from  2  till 
9 ;  other  days,  12  till  9.  This  autumn  reunion  is 
looked  forward  to  by  many  himdreds  of  sea-anglers. 
The  Fetter-lane  headquarters  are  within  one 
minute's  walk— and  the  place  to  meet  and  eat  is 
within  another  minute's  walk.  So  that  if  you  want 
to  fortify  yourself  with  a  chop  or  a  ten-course 
dinner  ;  or  if  you  want  a  place  to  meet  or  a  plaice 
to  eat ;  or  to  see  some  of  the  men  who  go  down 
(and  up)  to  the  sea  in  ships,  you  must  wend  your 
■way  to  Taylor's  Restaurant  (late  Craig's),  Fleet- 
street,  three  doors  from  Fetter-lane.  This  is  not  an 
advertisement,  but  a  "bit"  of  information  which 
will  be  useful,  for  there  are  occasions  when,  over  the 
•walnuts  and  the  wine,  many  friendships  are 
cemented. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  will,  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  Sept.  18,  at  their  headquarters, 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's-avenue,  Coleman- 
street,  have  one  of  their  popular  lantern  enter- 
tainments. AVhen  I  say  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb  is  to 
be  the  "  entertainer,"  it  means  that  all  members  and 
their  friends  (including  ladies)  must  come  before  the 
board  "  House  Full  "  is  exhibited. 

*  *  *  » 

On  the  following  Tuesday  (Sept.  25)  a  smoking 
concert  will  be  given,  when  the  talent  will  probably 
excel  any  previous  efforts  in  the  annals  of  the  City 
of  London  Piscatorials. 


I  HAD  been  reading  the  "Amateur  Angler's" 
article,  "In  Search  of  Rest  and  Quiet."  and  a 
feeling  "stole  o'er  me"  that  a  little  of  each  or  both 
would  not  do  me  very  much  harm,  and  then,  from 
memory,  I  wrote  the  following  : 

"  0  for  a  booke  and  a  shadye  nook. 
Whether  in-a-doore  or  cute. 
With  the  greene  leaves  rustlynge  overhesd. 

Or  the  streete-cryes  all  about — 
Where  I  may  reade,  all  at  mine  ease, 

Both  of  the  newe  and  olde. 
For  a  jollye  goode  booke  whereon  to  looke 
Is  better  to  me  than  golde." 

Of  course.  I  did  not  "  compose "  these  restful 
lines,  and  I  cannot  remember  who  did,  but  all  the 
same,  "  them's  my  sentiments." 


A  Psalm  of  Angling. 

Tell  me  not  in  mournful  accents 

Angling  is  an  empty  dream  ; 
That  your  creel  is  always  empty, 

And  trout  are  not  what  they  seem. 

Trout  are  real  though  they're  fickle. 

Trout  are  difficult  to  hook. 
Though  all  flies  you  ever  heard  of 

Pill  the  "  pages  "  of  your  "  book." 

Skies  are  grey,  and  time  is  fleeting. 

Soon  dull  winter  will  be  here  ; 
Strive  to  make  the  best  of  avitumn, 

When  the  leaves  are  red  and  sere. 
In  the  month  of  chill  October, 

When  the  fields  are  bare  of  grain. 
Take  your  rod  and  go  a-flshing. 

Heeding  not  the  sleet  and  rain. 

Set  your  rod  and  don  your  waders, 

Wade  into  the  amber  stream  ; 
There's  a  rise — a  good-sized  salmon — 

See  his  sides  like  bright  steel  gleam  ! 

Hardened  anglers  all  remind  us 

That  such  moments  are  sublime — - 

If  we  lose  him  we  may  catch  him — 
At  some  more  propitious  time  ! 

But  on  that  glad  day  another, 

Fishing  o'er  the  autumn  flood. 
Some  morose  and  rival  angler, 

Sees  a  sight  which  stirs  his  blood. 
Sees  our  salmon  leaping  boldly 

Where  the  dancing  waters  laugh  ; 
Throws  his  fly,  and  hooks  him  firmly — 

Soon  doth  come  the  fatal  gaff 

Let  us  then  be  up  and  fishing 

O'er  the  pools  of  Royal  Dee, 
And  have  creels  both  full  and  heavy 

Ere  the  salmon  seek  the  sea  ! 

— Gildabt  J.  Walkeb,  in  Liverpool  Echo. 


J uST  as  we  are  going  to  press,  Mr.  A.  Newham,  of 
Lake  Cottage,  Wimbledon  Park,  writes  :  "  I  intend 
to  go  over  to  Ballancourt  on  Sept.  22,  not  to 
compete  for  the  numerous  valuable  prizes,  but  to 
give  an  exhibition  of  casting,  which  will  include  the 
Spey  cast,  and  casting  from  the  reel,  etc."  As  is 
well  known,  Mr.  Newham  and  his  daughter  are 
admirable  exponents  of  the  art  of  fly  and  bait 
casting.j 


Mr.  Henry  B.  Stott,  of  St.  Albans,  writing  from 
Weymouth,  says  : — ■"  Some  of  your  readers  who  are 
fond  of  mackerel  trailing  may  be  interested  to  hear 
of  the  following  good  catch.  Mr.  Ashby,  of  Trow- 
bridge, and  myself,  with  boatman  Bob  Cook,  took 
eighty-four  dozen  in  about  six  hours'  fishing  with 
four  lines,  between  Weymouth  Breakwater  end 
Osmington,  during  yesterday  (Wednesday).  The 
size  of  the  catch  is  greatly  due  to  Bob  Cook's  alert- 
ness." 


A  FINE  catch  of  fish  was  made  by  Mr.  Jack 
Harrison,  of  the  None  Angling  Club,  whilst  fishing 
in  the  Guinea  waters  of  the  club  in  the  short  time 
of  four  hours.  One  of  the  fish  (a  roach)  weighed 
21b.  l^oz.  ;  length,  IGJin.  ;  girth,  llin.  Amongst 


the  catch  were  three  perch  weighing  IJlb.,  a  roach 
of  nearly  IJlb.,  and  a  perch  of  21b.  The  whole 
catch  of  fourteen  fish  weighed  about  151b. 


Many  readers  will  remember  the  contributions 
which  "FeHx  Penne"(Mr.  J.  F.  Bm'sill)  occasion- 
ally wrote  for  tho  Fishing  Gazette.  They  will  bo 
plea-ed  to  hear  that  he  has  prepared  a  series  of 
lectures  dealing  principally  with  South  London — 
such  as,  for  instance,  "Chronicles  of  Camberwell, 
Past  and  Present,"  "  Bygone  Battersea,"  "  Saunter- 
ings  in  Southwark,"  etc.  These  lectures  are 
eminently  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  clubs,  for  they 
are  non-politica),  and  are  calculated  to  fo  ter  local 
patriotism.  Each  lecture  is  illustrated  by  some 
sixty  beautiful  dissolving  views,  which,  I  under- 
stand, have  been  [specially  prepared  for  the  lecturer. 
*  •  »  * 

Secretaries  of  clubs,  literary  societies,  and  all 
concerned  in  winter  entertainments  would  do  well 
to  write  for  full  particulars.  Angling  societies  in 
and  arovind  London  would,  I  am  sure,  find  much 
pleasure  and  profit  in  listening  to  my  friend,  "Felix 
Penne."  An  important  point,  too.  is  that  the  fees 
for  these  lectures  are  very  moderate.  Letters  should 
be  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  Francis  Bursill,  F.R.Hist.S., 
Ye  Cave,  Eennerley-road,  Wandsworth-common. 


Mr.  Percy  Franks,  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
Thorney  Weir  Fishery,  also  a  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  called  on  me  on  his  return  from  Water- 
ville.  Ireland,  where  he  has  been  enjoying  some 
excellent  fishing.  He  told  me  that  he  "  hooked  and 
played  a  conger-eel  of  about  201b.,  and  brought  it" 
to  the  top  of  the  water,  but  when  the  boatman 
tried  to  gaff  it,  it  broke  away  with  the  hook  and 
part  of  the  line.  The  next  day,  fishing  the  same 
place  for  conger,  the  same  fish  was  landed  with  the 
hook  and  line  in  its  mouth."  Mr.  Franks  also 
cavight  an  81b.  shark.  He  says  the  sea-fishing  wag 
excellent. 


B£;che-de-Mer. 

Mb.  Heabder,  of  Plymotith,  writes  :  "  There  is 
an  old  adage  that  you  are  never  too  old  to  learn, 
and  this  has  been  illustrated  to  me  most  forcibly 
during  the  last  six  months.  I  was  asked  by  a 
a  fishing  syndicate  to  make  a  tow  net  to  catch 
these  bcche-de-mer,  and  as  I  had  not  the  pleasure 
of  their  company,  or  knowledge,  I  had  to  hunt  up 
books,  etc.  The  end  was  I  had  to  make  half-a- 
dozen  trawls  in  different  sizes  from  15ft.  spread,  to 
be  worked  by  small  launches,  to  40ft.  spread,  to  be 
worked  by  large  craft.  Tliese  nets  had  to  be  fur- 
nished with  special  cod-ends,  made  of  very  soft 
and  large  cotton  twine,  so  that  the  fish  should  not 
be  cut  or  bruised  when  caught.  The  trial  was  so 
successful  that  I  have  sent  out  six  more  trawls  to 
the  same  company  ;  and  as  these  trawls  run  into 
money,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a  good  market 
for  these  bcche-de-mer.  India  was  the  district  I 
allude  to.  I  do  not  know  if  the  fish  preserved  is 
to  be  obtained  in  England.  I  have  never  tasted  it, 
but  should  not  mind  if  it  is  to  be  got.  Do  you 
know  of  any  drawings  of  these  fish  ?  I  think  I 
have  tasted  pretty  nearly  all  the  fish  that  swim  ; 
but  bSche-de-mer  does  not  swim,  I  behove." 

*  *  *  « 

As  stated  on  Aug.  25,  bSche-de-mer  (Portuguese, 
hicho-do-mar)  is  a  sea-worm.  Worms  can  swim. 
Have  you  not  heard  of  swimming  the  worm  ? 
But  it  was  also  stated  that  it  was  "  made  of  the 
smoked  and  dried  bodies  of  a  species  of  sea-snail." 
Now  a  snail  is  a  bit  of  a  crawler,  and  you  can  gener- 
ally find  out  where  he  lives  if  you  want  him.  No  ; 
Mr.  W.  H.,  when  you  have  tasted  it  tell  me  how 
you  like  it,  but  I  don't  hanker  after  it.  The  only 
"  drawings  "  I  know  of  are  what  may  be  seen  when 
he  is  out  for  a  crawl. 


In  answer  to  "Annoyed"  I  can  only  say  that 
before  you  proceed  to  fish  in  a  gentleman's  private 
lake  and  in  sight  of  his  house  while  the  family  are 
in  re  Jdence,  you  should  have  asked  permission.  It 
may  or  may  not  have  been  granted — I  should  say 
not.  Many  "public  "  waters  are  "  private  "  in  some 
parts — and  any  amount  of  money  will  not  always 
guarantee  your  being  allowed  to  fish. 

*  *  •  1L     ■  0 

You  say  you  wrote  to  the  authority  given  in  our 
paper,  and  the  man  had  been  dead  five  years. 
Very  well;  the  hotel  exists,  and  the  river  is  still 
"running"  (a  bit  dry,  perhaps),  and  you  must 
write  again  to  "Proprietor."  Of  cour.-e  you  have 
heard  of  "Walton's  Lea"  and  "Shakespeare's 
Avon."  If  you  write  for  permission  to  fish  either 
of  these  rivers  and  get  no  answer,  let  me  Icnow  and 
I  will  communicate  at  once  with  them,  and  sign 
myself  "  Annoyed  "  instead  of  Dragnet. 


I 
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For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  SPECIAL  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  ROD. 

VERY  SUPERIOR. 

3  joints,  hickory  hutt,  greenheart  centres.  2  tops,  button,  bronzed  fittings,  in  bag  complete: 
15ft.,  3S/-;  16  ft,  40/-J  17  ft.,  45/-;  18  ft.,  SO/-;  19ft.,  55/-;  20ft.,  60/-. 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

2  joints,  all  greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings  :  8  ft..  Si  ft.,  9  ft.,  9i  ft.,  or  10  ft.,  10/6 
lOi  ft.,  11  ft.,  m  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  12/6. 

TJlis  Mod  will,  be  found  everything  that  can  he  desired  both 
in  finish  and  action. 


OUR 
FLIES 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Rangre,  Loch,  Sea  Trout. 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 

IVADERQ     Trousers,  22/6  to  30/-.     Stockingrs,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 
pair  Guaranteed. 

RROr^UPQ  Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com 
■-'■kV^VaWI^Oj        fortable  Brogue  made,  25/-. 

See  oup  "Anglers*  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 

HENRY  A.  MURTON,  .n.lM^*;."...,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


r. 


BENETFINK  &  Co., 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 


TROUT  &  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  ggf. 
BOTTOM  AND  SPINNING  RODS. 

ASH  BOTTOM  RODS,  Ringed  and 

Winch  Fitted  2/5  &  3/6 

HICKORY  GENERAL  BOTTOM  and' 


TROLLING 


from 


21/. 


»,j     HUiJJ.  5/- 

TROLLING  RODS,  Superior  Finish  „  8/6 
EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  RODS 

5/6  &  9/6 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY 
SELECTED   PIKE  ROD 

BENETFINK'S  SPECIALLY  SE= 
LECTED  GREENHEART  FLY 
ROD,  2  tops,  top  case,  Snake  Rings, 
Universal  Winch  Fittings,  10  ft., 
11  ft.,  or  12  ft  21/- 

SSiL  ROI3S. 

No.  1. — Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 

Rings,  with  Pulley  End  Ring,  8  ft.,  4/-. 
No.  2. — Ash,  2  Joints,  Lancewood  Top,  Upright 

Rings,  Pulley  End  Ring,  Rubber  Button, 

Superior  Finish,  8  ft.,  7/6. 
No.  3.— Ash,  3  Joints,  Stained  Butt  and  Joint, 

Lancewood  Top,  Upright  Rings,  Brazed  and 

Pitted  for  Winch.  Rubber  Button,  Pulley 

End  Ring,  10  ft.,  8/6. 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SEA  ROD, 

9  ft.,  3  joints,  Double  Brazed,  21/-. 

FINE,  NATURAL,  MEDIUM,  &  STRONG 
CASTS,  3  yds.,  6cl.,  8d.,  lOd.  &  1/- 


{  107  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  umm.  E.t. 


GRAYLING  SEASON,  1906. 


GRAYLING  FLIES 

are  known  and  used  everywhere,  and  the  reason  is 
that  no  better  can  be  had. 


w  .J^""  .'^'''ANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  (General  Manager  for 
Walbran  Limited)  has  a  world-wido  reputation  as  a  grayling  fisher,  and 
has  during  the  past  45  years  fished  almost  every  grayling  stream  of  note  in 
England.  His  personal  attention  is  given  to  every  order,  small  or  large,  and  his 
advice  will  be  freely  given  to  any  customer  requiring  it.  °  ' 

^  Special  patterns  faithfully  copied;  Jackson's,  Whitaker's,  Theakstone's 
Pritt  s,  Rolfs,  Halford's,  and  all  other  authorities'  flies  supplied  either  on  eut' 
hair,  or  eyed  hooks.  ' 

ANGLERS  READs- 

"  GRAYLING,  AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM."   By  P.  M.  Walbran.  Price 
2/6  post  free. 

"THE  BOOK  OF  THE  GRAYLING."  By  T.  E.  Pbxtt.  Price  5/6;  Edition 
de  Luxe,  7/6.    Postage,  .3d.  extra. 

"  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED."  An  up-to-date  anglin?  guide  to  both 
salt  and  fresh  water  fishing.  By  P.  G.  Aplalo  and  Peancis  M.  Walbras 
Price  4jd.  post  free. 


SEND  TO-DAY  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 

ONLT  ADDBESS: 

WALBRAN  LIRfllTED. 


Central  City  Office  and  Showrooms :  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

(By  the  side  of  the  West  Riding  Hotel.) 
  Telegrams :  "Halcyon,  Leeds." 


TeleRrams:  "REELS,  NEWARK. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  IME WARK-Qisr-TREJJT'. 

The  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World, 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E  I 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21  /-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check 
alummmm  fiange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout.  ' 
3  in.           ^  in.           4  in.  4J  in.  5  in. 

"•O/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  BOST  FREE. 


LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

Coppidop  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars.   Quickest  Train  Service,  London 
Birmmgham,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAL  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,   SEPTEMBER,  WIJ6. 


London  (Euston)   dep. 

Edinburgh  (Princes-st.)  arr. 

Glasgow  (Can.)  , 

Greenock    ,, 

Gourock   ,, 

Oban   „ 

Perth    „ 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

Dundee    ,, 

Aberdeen   , 

Ballater    „ 

nverii  ess  (via  Aberdeen)  ,, 


1 

B 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM  1    PM  PM 

PM 

PM 

PM  PM 

5.15 

9.55 

10.  010.  5 

11.30,  2.  0  7.45 

S.  O 

8.50!  9.  0  11.35 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

m  '  AM 

AM 

AM 

AM  i  AM 

3.  0 

6.10 

7.55  10.301  — 

6.40   —  1  7.55 

5.  0 

6.15 

7.55  10.20'  — 

6.15!  —  1 

4.20 

7.  5 

9.18,11.  8'  — 

d7..'i9|  — 

4.34 

7.15 

9.3511.22  — 

C8.17I  —  1 
—  C2.22 

c  o  '-^ 

—  i  4.45  — 

8.50 

cll.55 

5.30 

8.  0 

—  !12.25a4.40 

5.20 

8.35 

—  Ids.  50 

_ 

—    cS.lO  a9.  S 

—  !  1.50 

1)7.15 

8.45 

—  1  1.  5j  — 

6.55 

—  d9.45 

—  dll2D 

9.  5 

10.20 

-  1  3.  5  - 

7.15 

—    C8.55'  — 

9.45 

-  1  2.  0, 

—  'c7.36  — 

12.  5 

—     6.  0 

AM 

7.50 
9.49 
9.10 


A — This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 
B— Satirrdays  excepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,    b— Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.    Wednesdays  and 
Fiidays.  c— Sundays  excepted,  d— On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  S.lSa.m.,  Perth  8.45  a  m 
Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m.  «  a.ui. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  and  N  W  KailwaT 
„    ,  „„„  R-  MILLAR,  Generid  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 
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iTofcs  from  ti)e  ^oxi^. 

The  Abergeldie  folks  are  getting  some  fish,  and 
the  Prince  of  Wales  had  the  good  luck  to  land  two 
at  the  Fir  Pot  on  Sept.  6.  They  were  fine  fish  of 
81b.  apiece.  The  pools  are  teeming  with  fish,  but 
the  river  is  very  low. 


Captain  Beatty's  party  on  the  Invercauld  private 
water  have  also  been  doing  well,  and  never  a  day 
passes  without  a  fish  or  two  being  creeled  there. 


The  rivers  and  streams  flowing  into  the  North 
Sea  are,  as  a  rule,  very  low  ;  all  except  the  Tay  and 
Spey,  which  are  in  fair  volvime,  and  yielding  some 
sport.  A  good  spate  is  necessary  to  ensure  a  good 
back-end  season. 


Anglers  were  out  in  strong  force  on  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  every  river  within  reach  of  the  Aberdonian 
on  Monday  —  the  annual  autumn  holiday  —  and 
although  the  efforts  were  not  amply  rewarded,  yet 
fairly  good  creels  were  made. 


Loch  Leven  Championship. 
Thirty-two  club  champions  engaged  at  this  com- 
petition on  Monday,  Sept.  3,  and  twenty-six 
captured  a  total  of  eighty-seven  trout,  511b.  3oz. 
Tlie  championship  (four  guineas)  was  won  with 
the  small  catch  of  six  trout,  51b.  loz.,  by  Mr.  R. 
Turnbull,  of  the  Edinburgh  Walton  Club.  Sweep- 


Last  week  an  Aberdeen  trawler  landed  a  seal 
which  was  taken  in  the  net  some  forty-five  miles 
off  the  port. 


The  yoimg  gamekeeper  who  was  accidentally 
shot  in  the  head  a  fewweeks  ago  died  on  Sept.  5,  after 
lingering  in  great  pain  for  a  fortnight.  He  was 
the  only  son  of  the  head-keeper,  and  a  great  favourite 
with  all  about  Beauly  Castle. 


Mr.  Neumann  and  party  arrived  last  week  at 
Glenmuick,  Captain  Beatty  is  at  Invercauld,  and 
both  were  presented  to  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  at  the  Braemar  Games  on  Sept.  6. 

Special  Scotch. 


LOCH  LEVEN  SPECLiL  COMPETITIONS. 


The  following  special  competitions  were  held  as 
usual  after  the  close  of  the  loch  to  the  public.  The 
weather  at  aU  the  competitions  was  of  the  most 
imfavourable  description,  and  the  few  fish  that 
were  rising  were  coming  very  short,  and  creels  were 
light. 

Patron's  Prize. 
Tliis  competition  was  confined  to  members  of  the 
Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club  who  had  gained  a  prize 


Mr.  R.  Turnbull. 
Wiuuer  of  the  Loch  Leven  Championship,  1906. 

stake  prizes  were  awarded : — First,  Mr.  J.  Mac- 
donald,  Clackmannan  Club,  seven  trout,  41b.  lloz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  P.  T.  Moodie,  Alloa  Club,  eight  trout. 
41b.  lOoz.  ;  third.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  National  Club, 
four  trout,  41b.  3oz. 

Boatmen's  Competition. 

The  Loch  Leven  boatmen  have  had  invariably 
poor  sport  at  their  competitions.  The  competition 
on  Tuesday,  Sept.  4,  was  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
Forty-two  boatmen  engaged  and  only  thirteen  had 
fish.  Tlieir  catch  was  twenty-four  trout,  91b.  9oz 
Eight  prizes  were  awarded.    The  first  four  wer 


YEAR. 

Capture. 

Average 
Weight. 

Heaviest  Catch. 

Heaviest  Prize  Basket. 

Heaviest 
Trodt. 

Trout. 

lb. 

Trout. 

lb. 

Trout. 

lb. 

lb.  oz. 

1872  . . 

17,231 

58 

39 

30 

22| 

7  4 

1873  .. 

13,394 

46 

14 

21i 

5  2 

1874  . . 

6352 

37 

35i 

14 

15 

6  12 

1875  . . 

5003 

1113 

41 

33 

13 

13 

4  12 

1876  . . 

3086 

1-059 

17 

21 

8 

12 

4  4 

1877  .. 

6092 

•873 

35 

26i. 

8 

16 

4  10 

1878  .. 

13,319 

■669 

50 

34 

12 

4  8 

1879  .. 

21,045 

•770 

70 

48 

20 

m 

6  4 

1880  . . 

19,405 

•956 

63 

22 

21 

4  0 

1881  .. 

16,491 

1046 

45 

47 

19 

m 

4  5 

1882  . . 

9082 

•992 

35 

30J- 

19 

20  • 

3  14 

1883  . . 

14,062 

•906 

60 

62' 

26 

16f 

4  12 

1884  .. 

15,634 

•865 

60 

42 

21 

17 

4  13i 

1885  . . 

16,550 

•871 

49 

53 

21 

19| 

3  14 

1886  .  . 

11,938 

•946 

52 

44 

17 

3  8 

1887  .  . 

17,902 

•975 

59 

58 

4  0 

1888  . . 

23,516 

■896 

66 

57 

62 

40J 

4  4 

1889  .. 

15,485 

•828 

45 

38i 

18 

18 

3  8 

1890  . . 

16,058 

■841 

63 

47i 

20 

l&h 

4  0 

1891  .. 

16,058 

•798 

55 

44 

20 

19 

2  12^ 

1892  . . 

12,735 

•992 

62 

52 

20 

20 

5  0 

1893  . . 

22,825 

•839 

28 

22J 

3  13 

1894  . . 

18,512 

•772 

65 

39 

18 

3  14 

1895  .. 

16,481 

•855 

26 

36 

21 

14-1 

2  14 

1896  . . 

13,408 

•922 

29 

31 

16 

5  0 

1897  .. 

11,728 

•831 

28 

39^ 

41 

26i 

4  0 

1898  .. 

20,210 

•757 

91 

55| 

20 

16i 

5  8 

1899  .. 

20,822 

•687 

69 

39^ 

28 

18 

3  9 

1900  .  . 

23,811 

•654 

46 

37 

26 

16-1 

3  11 

1901  .  . 

18.165 

•744 

60 

36 

19 

in 

3  6 

1902  .  . 

7869 

1054 

22 

24 

15 

15i 

3  12 

1903  . . 

2002 

1-371 

16 

20 

12 

14 

4  li 

1904  .  . 

5444 

•901 

21 

26i 
5^ 

16 

18| 

4  2 

1905  .. 

8331 

•893 

52 

17 

18i 

4  2 

1906  . . 

16,895 

■851 

44 

46 

25 

20 

3  10 

at  any  of  the  four  competitions  held  on  the  loch 
during  the  season.  Of  eleven  members  who  qualified 
seven  took  part,  and  captured  with  fly  twenty-three 
trout,  101b.  lloz.  The  prize  of  two  guineas  was 
won  by  Mr.  J.  Howe  with  six  trout,  21b.  8oz. 


gained  by : — George  More,  four  trout,  21b.  loz. 
second,  Robert  Maclaggan,  three  trout,  1  lb.  ISJoz.  ; 
third  and  fourth,  a  tie  between  John  Meldrum  and 
John  Beveridge,  with  1  lb.  4-^oz.    The  eighth  prize 
was  won  with  a  fish  of  4oz. 


The  table  shows  the  number  of  trout  captured 
with  the  rod,  and  average  weight,  also  heaviest 
catch,  heaviest  prize  basket,  and  heaviest  trout 
since  1872.  R.  B.  Lainq. 

Kinross. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  executive  council  was  held  at 
Oldham  on  Sept.  8,  Mr.  J.  G.  Newton,  president,  in 
the  chair.  There  was  an  important  agenda  and  a 
long  meeting.  Tlie  difficulty  of  convincing  anglers 
that  the  N.A.A.  has  rented  the  fishing  rights  on  the 
Trent  and  Mersey  Canal  between  Broken  Cross  and 
Hassall  Green  came  under  consideration,  and  it  was 
hoped  that  the  notices  which  have  been  posted  will 
obviate  the  need  of  a  prosecution.  The  question  of 
fishing  for  coarse  fish  without  taking  a  trout  licence 
was  brought  up  by  the  Crewe  centre,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  defend  members  bond  fide  fishing  for  coarse 
fish  from  the  defence  fund  of  the  association,  the 
centre  being  requested  to  pass  certain  resolutions  to 
strengthen  their  case. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  get  out  forms  for 
a  petition  against  the  proposed  netting  of  the  River 
Severn.  The  Lancaster  Canal  engineer  wrote  stating 
that  he  had  authorised  his  bankmen  to  demand  a 
fee  of  threepence  from  all  anglers  unable  to  produce 
their  membership  tickets  ;  but  it  appears  that  these 
men  are  asking  for  the  amount  in  the  case  of  fishing 
matches,  where  the  fees  have  already  been  paid  in 
bulk  :  the  secretary  to  draw  the  engineer's  attention 
thereto.  Ten  shillings  reward  was  ordered  to  be 
paid  to  the  bankman  who  gave  information  in  the 
recent  fish-spearing  case,  and  a  similar  amount  to 
each  of  the  two  witnesses. 

It  was  announced  that  the  clerk  to  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board  had  abandoned  his  appeal  against 
the  decision  of  the  Skipton  magistrates,  who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  dismissed  the  charges  against 
certain  Bolton  and  Blackburn  anglers  who  were 
fishing  for  trout  without  licences  in  the  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal  at  Easter,  on  the  ground  that  as 
the  canal  was  not  a  tributary  of  the  River  Aire 
the  fishery  board  had  not  authority  to  enforce 
licences.  The  council  decided  to  pay  the  solicitor's 
costs,  so  far  as  applies  to  the  appeal,  out  of  the 
defence  fimd  of  the  association. 

The  proposed  match  for  the  English  championship 
to  be  held  on  the  Thames  in  October  was  discussed, 
but  the  council  could  not  see  their  way  to  send  a 
team,  though  they  had  no  objection  to  one  being 
got  together  at  private  expense. 

A  considerable  amount  of  routine  business  was 
gone  through,  and  an  emergency  committee  was 
appointed  to  deal  with  urgent  business  between  the 
council  meetings.  The  council  afterwards  partook 
of  an  excellent  tea  on  the  invitation  of  the  Oldham 
centre,  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  being  accorded  to 
them  for  their  kind  hospitality. 

Thos.  W.  Redford,  Hon.  Sec. 


CLOSE  OF  SALMON  FISHING  IN 
THE  SOLWAY. 


The  season  for  the  netting  of  salmon  and  fish 
of  the  salmon  kind  closed  on  Sept.  8,  and  proved  to 
be  much  below  the  average  of  that  of  recent  years. 
The  netting  opened  on  Feb.  26,  and  a  marked 
scarcity  of  "  ben  fish "  prevailed  all  through  the 
spring  months.  The  best  hauls  of  spring  salmon 
were  taken  about  the  middle  of  April,  when  the  run 
lasted  about  a  week  or  so. 

At  the  openmg,  salmon  averaged  about  101b. 
each,  though  several  larger  specimens  of  grey  salmon 
were  captured  by  the  different  modes  of  fishing. 
These  fish  ran  about  20Ib.  each. 

Sea-trout  were  unusually  late  in  migrating  this 
year.  As  a  rule,  the  trout  in  this  firth  begin  to 
show  very  well  in  April,  but  it  was  well  into  the 
month  of  June  before  sea-trout  were  showing  in 
the  nets  in  anything  like  fair  numbers.  The  haaf-net 
fishermen,  who  depend  principally  upon  the  good 
trout  year,  experienced  a  very  poor  one  indeed. 

Following  the  season  for  sea-trout  came  the 
summer  salmon,  but  there  was  not  a  single  large 
run  of  these  fish  in  their  season. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  grilse  made  a 
miserable  display  in  the  firth  nets,  and  very  few 
were  caught  until  the  latter  end  Of  Jime  and  the 
early  part  of  July.  In  the  Solway  grilse  generally 
show  best  in  July,  but  the  month  passed  without 
their  migrating  in  any  numbers.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  small  runs  during  Sept.  5  and  7  autumn 
salmon  have  not  made  a  good  appearance  in  the 
firth.  It  is  probable  that  the  heavy  bulk  of  the 
back-end  salmon  will  not  run  until  October.  Lately 
salmon  have  been  running  on  the  average  from  181b. 
to  201b.  each.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  taken 
in  the  Solway  weighed  up  to  40^1b. 

The  only  redeeming  feature  of  the  past  salmon 
season  was  the  good  prices  obtained  for  red  fish. 

W.  Wright. 
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only  very  small,  and  only  taken  by  expert  anglers 
fishing  fliie  and  far  off  to  take  anything  like  a  catch. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  past  week  has  been  but  a  slow  one  amongst 
both  white  and  brown  trovit.  Some  very  good 
baskets  of  the  former  were  made  at  the  early 
part  of  last  week  at  night,  but  towards  the  middle  of 
it  the  nights  were  heavy  with  a  tendency  to  rain 
and  the  fish  fell  off.  With  the  moon  rising 
late  as  it  does,  and  practically  being  done, 
sea-trout  fishing  is  now  re?tricted  to  about  an 
hour's  angling  at  dusking.  On  the  Kent,  Mr. 
Giftord  Bland  had  a  nice  fish  of  2^1b.,  and 
a  few  smaller  ones  on  Sept.  0,  and  from 
the  same  stream,  in  the  Levens  Park  waters, 
Commander  Brand  killed  eight  good  ones  on  Sept.  8, 
the  Hon.  Royer  Brand  five,  and  Major  Egerton  three. 
On  the  same  water  on  Sept.  II,  Dr.  Leeming creeled 
a  good  thick  fish  of  2ilb,  and  another  of  1  lb.  Brown 
trout  fishing  is  very  poor,  but  it  may  be  said  that 
all  our  streams  are  very  low  just  now,  and  day  fishing 
can  hardly  be  followed.  A  good  bank-high  flood 
would  be  of  great  help  at  the  present  moment,  in 
80  much  that  it  would  bring  any  fishing,  both  for 
white  and  brown  trout,  well  to  the  front  again. 
Pike  and  perch  are  still  feeding  fairly  freely  on 
Windermere,  and  a  trout  may  be  seen  moving  here 
and  there,  but  the  latter  fish  are  not  moving  suffi- 
ciently to  hold  out  any  hopes  of  successful  angling. 
The  char  are  very  quiet. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Ribble,  Lune,  Wyre,  and  Bollin  are  all  in 
need  of  heavy  waters.  Two  important  contests 
were  held  on  Sept.  8 — an  open  one  at  Leigh,  which 
secured  a  moderate  entry,  but  sport  was  good, 
1  lb.  6oz.  taking  first  prize.  At  Disley  the  Stock- 
port Federation  had  a  most  enjoyable  and  successful 
shield  competition.  To-day,  Irlam  will  be  a  busy 
place  with  the  annual  match  of  the  CP. A. A.  The 
IJolton  Association  challenge  cup  haa  at  last  been 
located  for  the  next  year.  After  a  tie  in  the 
first  match  there  was  a  fish  off,  one  rod  got  one 
roach  ^oz.,  and  won  the  cup  probably  worth  £30. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  now  completed  their 
championship  contest,  Mr.  Taylor  securing  the 
honour  and  gold  medal  with  over  41b.  Other 
clubs  who  have  been  contesting  are  the  Clarence, 
Royals,  Windsor,  and  Hulme  Crown,  all  of 
which  were  successful.  The  new  board  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  are  throwing  themselves 
into  their  work  with  enthusiasm.  Canal  fishing  is 
gaining  in  popularity  with  our  city  rods,  and  it  is 
certainly  aflording  sport  above  the  average. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  name  of  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  J.P.,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  in  this  city,  is  really  a 
household  word  amongst  anglers  worthy  of  being 
called  anglers.  His  liberality  is  proverbial.  I  hear 
that  the  other  day  he  gave,  in  addition  to  a  twelve 
guinea  challenge  cup,  gold  medals  to  be  competed 
for  by  his  near  neighbours,  the  Long  Eaton  Victoria 
Society.  Mr.  Wallis  resides  at  Long  Eaton,  and 
I  am  informed  that  nearly  every  competitor  was 
"  rigged  out "  by  up-to-date  rods  and  reels  (supplied 
by  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  Newark),  the  gift  of  the 
popular  J.  P.  The  competitors  munbered,  all  told, 
fifty,  and  at  the  interval  (three^and  a  half  hours 
were  allowed)  refreshments  on  a  most  liberal 
scale  were  provided.  I  dare  not  say  what  amoimt 
of  beverage  was  consumed  from  Hostess  Bates, 
of  the  Crown  Inn,  Cavendish  Bridge.  Roach 
and  other  fish  amounting  to  66-pb.  were  bagged, 
and  the  holder  of  the  cup  for  the  year  is  Mr. 
W.  Bell,  who  caught  41b.  44oz.  He  also  won  the 
principal  gold  medal.  The  runner  up,  Mr.  W. 
Matthews  (31b.  12Joz.),  secured  the  cup  la^t  summer. 
On  Sept.  5  Mr.  Wallis  took  50lb.  of  roach  with 
wheat,  and  later  in  the  day  landed,  on  dace  tackle 
with  No.  8  hook,  eleven  barbel,  heaviest  over  61b. 
Barbel  have  again  been  killed  at  Averham,  Colwick, 
Holme  Pierrepont,  and  Clifton.  Mr.  A.  Higginson 
has  done  well  with  the  fly,  and  some  big  chub  have 
been  got  in  the  streams  with  the  wasp  grub.  The 
river  remains  remarkably  low,  and  rain  would  do  a 
power  of  good.  ' 


C.  W.  Avery  being  fir.st,  and  again  winning  the 
fifteen-guinea  challenge  cup.  The  other  winners 
were,  2nd,  Mr.  F.  T.  Price;  3rd,  H.  Blackwell;  4th, 
Mr.  Sid.  Knight ;  5th,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  ;  6th,  Mr.  A. 
Leach;  7th,  Mr.  W.  Bridges.  The  event  of  the 
season — the  contest  between  the  thirteen  clubs  of 
the  city — took  place  in  the  Severn,  the  numerous 
contestants  being  pegged  out  from  the  "Ketch  "  to 
Kempsey.  Nearly  forty  weighed  in,  and  the 
winners  as  follows: — Champion  prize  and  medal, 
H.  Knight ;  2nd,  H.  Sleath  ;  3rd,  E.  Hill.  The 
Fountain  Club  had  their  third  contest  in  the 
Avon  at  Defford.  There  was  a  large  gathering. 
Sport  was  very  quiet,  only  two  out  of  the  twelve 
prizes  were  taken — A.  Cotton  being  first,  and  J. 
Buist  second.  The  .Jubilee  Fishing  Club  (Evesham) 
had  a  content  on  their  Association  water  close  to  the 
town.  It  was  a  three  hours'  competition,  and  nearly 
all  caught  fish:  Mr.  W.  Roberts  fir-^t,  P.  Rock 
second,  J.  Hampton  third.  Several  large  competi- 
tions take  place  this  week. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  competition  arranged  by  the  York  and 
District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  for  the  Faber 
challenge  cup  attracted  a  large  company  of  rod- 
men  to  their  waters  on  Sept.  8,  exceptional 
interest  being  taken  in  the  event.  On  the  whole 
the  weather  was  favourable,  but  the  strong  breeze 
retarded  many  of  the  anglers,  whilst  the  Ouse  water 
was  discoloured.  The  sportsmen  numbered  147, 
comprised  in  21  team^.  The  George  IV.  A.A.,  the 
holders  of  the  trophy  tor  three  years  out  of  four,  had 
at  last  to  give  way  to  the  Clifton  As  50ciation,  whose 
fish  tiuTied  the  scales  at  91b.  13ioz.,  A.  Edis,  of 
the  latter,  taking  the  gold  medal 'lor  the  greatest 
individual  weight  of  fish,  namely,  2Ib.  12oz.  The 
George  IV.  Association  catches  totalled  81b.  14|oz. ; 
St.  Lawrence  Friendly  was  third,  71b.  7Joz. ;  St. 
Lawrence  Working  Men's  Club  was  fourth,  71b.  loz. ; 
Promenade  Working  Men's  Club,  61b.  13Joz. ;  Layer- 
thorpe  Adult  School,  61b.  9^oz.  ;  Yorkshire  Herald 
A.C.,  51b.  lOJoz. ;  Torry's  Works  A.A.,  51b.  2|oz. 
In  their  last  match  of  the  season,  at  Linton-on-Ouse, 
the  George  IV.  Association  did  not  experience 
favourable  weather,  as  a  gale  was  blowing,  and 
sport  was  slow.  E.  Watson  made  the  biggest  catch, 
oneof  21b.6oz.  The Wheatsheaf  (Hungate^York) A  A. 
closed  the  season  on  the  Derwent  at  Stamford  Bridge. 
Small  catches  resulted,  the  largest  falling  to  J. 
Conway,  who  also  won  a  special.  Clarence  W.  M. 
Angling  Club  had  an  enjoyable  outing  to  Newton- 
on-Ouse.  Fifteen  members  caught  fish,  a  good 
catch  of  21b.  GJoz.  being  taken  by  W.  Ward, 
and  D.  Wilson  made  one  of  21b.  2oz.  The 
first  named  also  won  a  special  prize  for 
the  largest  number  of  fish.  C.  W.  Linfoot  had  the 
biggest  of  the  moderate  catches  made  at  Wheldrake 
by  the  Bleasdale  Club  in  their  second  match.  Mr. 
Geo.  Ward,  a  well-known  local  angler,  recently 
caught  at  Brafferton,  with  live  bait,  thirty-seven 
pike,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  6^1b.,  also  eleven 
chub,  the  heaviest  weighing  2^1b. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  sultry,  and  sport  has 
been  poor.  All  the  rivers  are  running  low,  though 
many  of  the  larger  ones  still  retain  sufficient  water 
to  give  chances  of  sport  if  the  weather  was  more 
favourable.  Sea-angling  is  now  in  full  swing  at  all 
the  principal  stations,  good  sport  being  obtained, 
especially  on  the  southern  and  western  coasts. 
North  of  Ireland. 

The  trouble  just  now  in  the  north  is  the  want  of 
water,  the  little  that  fell  tliis  week  being  insufficient 
to  raise  the  rivers  appreciably.  TheR.I.C.  (Belfast) 
Angling  Club  will  have  a  trout  fishing  competition 
on  the  Dervock  on  Sept.  25,  permission  having  been 
granted  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  SirF.  E.  Macnagh tent  Bart. 
The  numerous  prizes  for  the  competition  are  on  view 
in  the  windows. of  Messrs.  Hunter  and  Sons,  Royal 
Avenue,  Belfast.  At  Toome  Petty  Sessions  (co.  An- 
trim), Sept.  10,  Mr.  A.  King,  Inspector  of  Fisheries, 
prosecuted  John  DevUn,  senior,  Sessisagh,  co.  Tyrone, 
for  having  two  unclean  salmon  in  his  possession  on 
March  31  last.  The  same  complainant  prosecuted 
Francis  Gamble,  Annaghmore,  for  having  ten 
unclean  salmon  in  his  possession  on  April  2  and  4 
last.  The  defendants,  who  pleaded  guilty,  were 
fined  10s.  and  costs  and  10s.  and  £2  5s.  costs 
respectively. 


Pfovioeial  flngling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  ;post  on  Tliwrsday  n^ormng. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  twentieth  annual  contest  promoted  by  the 
Birmingham  and  District  United  Angling  Associa- 
tion was  brought  to  a  very  successful  issue  on 
Monday  last  on  the  river  Nene  at  Oundle,  in  North- 
amptonshire.   It  took  three  special  trains  to  convey 
the  contestants  and  their  friends  to  thescene  of  action. 
The  first  train  left  Birmingham  before  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,   the  other  trains  following  at 
short   intervals,   all  arriving  before  8.30.  The 
swims,     numbering     from     1     to     1050,  were 
pegged  out  on  the  two  previous  days  by  the 
referees,  Messrs.  Coles,   Kingham,   Coleman,  and 
Egerton.   The  pegs  were  ten  yards  apart.  The  draw 
for  places  took  place  on  the  arrival  of  the  trains, 
and  being  ready,  a  commencement  to  fish  was 
made  at  eleven  o'clock  prompt.     One  thousand 
five  himdred  and  sixty-two  members  competed 
for   the    challenge    cup    and    £100    in  money 
prizes.    The  river  in  some  places  was  to  a  certain 
extent  free  from  weeds,  but,  taken  on  the  whole, 
it  was  very  weedy  and    almost  unfishable  in 
many  places,  and  those  who  carried  oS  the  chief 
honomrs  were  those  who  were  fortimate  in  drawing  the 
numbers  where  the  clear  places  were.    The  river  was 
low  and  as  clear  as  crystal,  but  still  some  good  fish  were 
landed  and  hooked  and  lost.   At  2  o'clock  the  con- 
test, terminated,  and  the  thirty  umpires  collected  the 
bags  and  brought  them  to  the  weighing-in  tent.  Over 
a  third  of  the  contestants  sent  fish  to  be  weighed,  the 
result  being  as  follows  : — First.  W.  Stevens  (Garrison 
Club),  with  three  bream  weighing  101b.  SJoz.,  the 
largest  being  4lb.  6JfOz  ;  T.  Parker,  second  (St.  Paul's 
Club),  4Ib.  15ioz. ;  H.  Mathews,  third  (Dog  and 
Partridge    Club),    41b.    lloz.  ;     C.  Wainwright, 
fourth  (St.  George's),  31b.  12oz:  A.  Gilbert,  fifth 
(Cathorpe  Club),  31b.  ll^oz. ;  Mr.  Stevens,  sixth 
iSt.   Stephen's   Club),    21b.    12oz. ;    Mr.  Gilbert, 
seventh    (City    Piscatorials),    21b.     lOoz.  ;  Mr. 
Haddon,  eighth    (City  Stores  Club),   21b.  8ioz.  ; 
Mr.    Blakemore,    ninth    (Burlington    Club),  21b. 
6Joz. ;  Mr.  Stokes,  tenth  (Convivial  Club),  21b.  5|oz. 
The  records  of  all  previous  contests  were  broken  as 
regards  number  of  excursionists,  contestants,  and 
weights  of  fish.    The  committee,  after  their  labours 
were  over,  sat  down  to  dinner  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
and  had  for  their  guests  several  of   the  local 
gentlemen  who  had  interested  themselves  in  ob- 
taining the  necessary  permission  to  fish  the  contest. 
Everything  passed  off  in  a  satisfactory  manner  and 
the  large  crowd  of  anglers  was  beyond  reproach. 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  distribution  of  prizes. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

We  are  still  without  rain,  and  the  waters  are 
rtmning  low  to  a  degree,  and  very  transparent.  It 
is  astonishing,  under  the  circumstances,  what  a 
capital  run  of  sport  roach  are  giving.  Of  course, 
they  are  not  nearly  so  active  as  they  were  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  ago.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
encouraging  to  be  able  to  creel  as  much  as  121b.  and 
IClb.  at  a  sitting  under  the  adverse  condition  of  the 
waters.  While  the  drought  lasts  the  With  am  will 
be  foimd  to  be  by  far  the  best  stream  for  operations 
amongst  the  red  fins.  The  reaches  at  Southrey, 
although  they  have  been  very  largely  visited,  have 
yielded  some  excellent  sport,  as  have  also  the  lengths 
at  Tattershall,  Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke.  Bream 
have  gone  off  the  feed,  and  sport  in  this  branch  has 
lately  been  rather  tame.  Of  the  Boston  streams 
fair  returns  are  to  hand  from  the  Mount  Pleasant 
and  Hobhole  Drains,  but  very  little  is  doing  on  the 
Forty-foot.  Until  some  rain  comes,  and  that  in 
good  volume,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  to  submit 
to  quieter  and  less  exciting  times. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  tributaries  are  all  now  in  first- 
class  condition,  and  fish  are  plentiful  in  most 
quarters.  The  lower  portion  in  particular  is  good, 
especially  for  anglers  who  use  paste  as  bait,  and  by 
fishing  in  the  deep  waters  at  Figham,  Wawne, 
Cicely,  and  Dunswell  at  the  present  time  they 
will  be  almost  sure  of  good  results.  The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  also  in  first-class  condi- 
tion, and  bream  and  roach  of  very  good 
size  taken  daily  between  Newport  and  Broom- 
fleet,  and  worm  fishers  will  find  good  sport 
amongst  perch  and  other  fish  in  the  upper  districts 
at  Sodhouse  Lock  and  Land  o'  Nod,  the  top  ponds, 
as  they  call  them,  being  in  very  good  condition. 
Yet,  taking  fishing  throughout  this  district,  rain  is 
much  needed  to  freshen  matters  up,  and  this  cer- 
tainly applies  to  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  the  Ludd  and 
Ancholme,  both  rivers  being  at  the  present  time 
very  clear,  consequently  what  fish  are  taken  are  I 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  axe  all  so  low  that  anglers  have  not 
cared  to  fish  them,  but  to-day  (Sept.  12)  we  are 
having  rain.  A  great  many  rods  have  been  out, 
and  sport  better  than  could  have  been  expected. 
Several  good  baskets  of  grayling  and  dace  have 
been  caught  in  the  Teme  from ,  Mart  ley  upwards, 
and  a  few  brace  of  trout.  The  Worcester  City 
Club  had  their  annual  outing  and  fishing 
contest  in  the  Teme   at,  Stanford  Bridge,  Mr. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

24,502.  Fishing.  Patentees :  M.  F.  Blake  and 
F.  0.  Brown,  both  of  Rates  Office,  Guildliall, 
London,  E.G.  Sinkers.  The  disc  is  fitted  with  conical 
studs  on  each  side,  which  embed  in  the  bottom  to 
prevent  drifting,  and  with  a  central  aperture  to 
prevent  spinning  when  being  raised  or  lowered. 
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WEYMOUTH, 

The  charming  Dorsetshire 
Seaside  Resort. 


Uneifualloit  for  its  excel' 
lent  Fishing,  both  front 
Shore  anil  Seam 

Abounding  in  Wliiting,  Mackerel, 
Conger,  Bass,  and  ail  Roek  Fisti. 


Particulars  may  be  obtained  of 
Mr.  0.  J.  EussELL, 

99,  St.  Mary  Street,  Weymouth ; 
or 

Mr.  A.  EowELE, 

Westham,  Weymoutb. 


GOLF  LINKS  (18  holes),  eharmingly  situ- 
ated, and  within  few  minutes  of  the  town. 

THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&o.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  PEEE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigr,  Anglesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  Inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Xy-Croes,  L.N.W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTmBLL. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FEEE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
Eiver  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Bmite — Eail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  will  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.        W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLA  NDSHIRE, 

CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
FEEE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Eoute:  Eail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &o.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires:  "Gulag,  Lochinver."  


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINCWOOD, 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Pkoprietok. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing-  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Under  New  MANAaEMENT. 

In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Sean,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Diouard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  Caf6.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


FISHING.  GOLF. 

UDNY  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire. 

Vtttlei'    J}istinf/uished  l*ntt'otinrfe. 

Tliisnuich-freciuented  and  comfortably -furnished 
Hotel  is  near  the  estuary  of  the  Ythan,  so  much 
famed  as  a  Sea  Ti  ont  River,  and  one  of  the  best 
Golf  Courses  in  the  country.  Air  pure  and 
bracing.  Sanitation  perfect.  Tariff  moderate. 
Accommodation  limited.  Early  application  for 
Rooms  essential.  Further  particulars  from 
Proprietor.  Telegi'ams  :  "Ritchie,  Newburgh, 
Aberdeen." 

Extract  from  Visitors'  Book. 
The  Sea  Trout  Fishing  here  from  the  bank  is 
as  good  as  any  I  have  ever  met  with  in  Norway, 
Ireland,  or  elsewhere." 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B, 


Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


MERGER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  Co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  New  Billiard  Room,  Boats,  Vehicles, 
&c.    New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10.s.  per 
week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily, 
5s.  Boat  and  Man,  6s.  per  day.  Cheaper 
Angling  terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address, 
Manageress. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-known  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

TAYNUILT,  ARGYLESHIRE. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  foot  of  Ben 
Cruaehan,  twelve  miles  from  Oban,  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Amid  the  grandest  scenery  in 
Scotland,  including  the  famous  Passes  of  Brander. 
Glenetive,  Glencoe,  Glenuant,  &c.  Splendid 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
River  Awe.  Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Locli 
Etive,  and  Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant.  For  tlie 
benefit  of  the  fishing  on  the  River  Awe  the  nets 
are  now  off  the  tidal  waters  entirely  from  10  p.m. 
till  10  a.m.  every  night.  A  flrst-class  New  Golf 
Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel,  with 
a  professional  in  charge,  laid  out  by  Mr.  Fernie, 
of  Troon.  Posting. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHiNQ. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Pish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


GOOD , , 
FREE  , , 
FISHINC 


Roa.ch,  Bream,  Perch. 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts, 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF. 

FIRST-RATE   SALMON  FISHING. 

Fishing  on  River  Deveron  for  October, 
and  low  ground  Shooting. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


FLY  DRESSING. 


A  Lady,  wishing  to  take  lessons  in  Fly 
Dressing  in  Loudon  for  one  or  two  hours 
a  week,  will  be  much  obliged  for  any 
formation  as  to  where  she  could  obtain 
such  lessons.  —  Reply,  N.  M.  C,  c/o 
Abbott,  Eastcheap,  E.G. 


FOR  SALE. 

OLD-ESTABLISHED 

FISHING  TACKLE  &  GUN  BUSINESS 

In  a  Ooimty  Town,  with  good  trade  and  hi»h- 
class  connection,  on  very  reasonable  terms. 
Will  bear  investigation ;  satisfactory  reason 
fur  disposal.— Particulars  of  Mr.  A.  Meyer, 
122,  Wood  Street,  London. 


GREAT 


YARMOUTH 


The  Autumn  Resort 
of  England. 


One  of  the  most  Important  of 

Sea  Mm  Festivals 

will  be  held  at  tliis  Popular  Resort  on 

SEPTEMBER  26, 27, 28, 29  &  30, 
AND  OCTOBER  1,1906. 

President— TB-E  MAYOR  (C.  N.  Bro-wn,  Esq.) 

Prizes  Value  £65. 

EVENTS  1 

1.  — WEDNESDAY,  Sept.  26.-MATCH  be- 

tween GREAT  YARMOUTH  &  LOWES- 
TOFT, from  the  Britannia  Pier.  Teams 
of  Twenty.  "  Aldred  "  CHAlJiENGB  Cup 
and  Prizes  vahie  £5.  Entrance  Fee  2/6 
each  Competitor. 

2.  — THURSDAY,Sept.27.— CLUBMATCH 

of  the  GKEAT  YARMOUTH  &  60R- 
LESTON  SEA  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
from  the  Britannia  Pierand  in  the  Roads. 
Prizes  value  £5.    Entrance  Fee  1/-. 

3.  — FRIDAY,   Sept.  28. —  BRITANNIA 

PIER  CHALLENGE  CUP  COMPETI- 
TION FOR  SEA  ANGLING  CLUBS, 
from  the  Pier.  Teams  of  four.  CHAL- 
LENGE COP  AND  GOLD  Medals.  Entrance 
Fee  2/6  each  Competitor. 

4.  — SATURDAY,  Sept.  29.— MATCH  FOR 

LADIES  ONLY,  from  the  Britannia  Pier. 
Prizes  value  £3.    Entrance  Fee,  1/-. 

5.  -SATURDAY.  Sept.  29.-MATCn  FOR 

VISITORS  ONLY,  from  the  Britannia 
Pier  and  in  the  Roads.  Prizes  value  £o. 
Entrance  Fee  1/-. 

6.  -SUNDAY,  Sept.  30.— MATCH  FOR 

VISI'lORS  ONLY,  from  the  Britannia 
Pier.  Prizes  value  £5.  Entrance  Fee  1/-. 

7.  -M0NDAY,  Oct.  1. -MATCH  FOR  ALL 

COMERS,  from  the  Britannia  Pier  and 
in  the  Roads.  Prizes  value  £7.  Entrance 
Fee  1/-. 

ENTRY  FORMS  AND  CONDITIONS 
may  be  obtained  of  Capt.  8.  GRAYSTONE, 
38,  Crown  Road,  Great  Yarmouth. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  Ms! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz.  for  68. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  liilling  powers 

— having  no  ecjual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  I'ly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufactupers. 
OMAGH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

V.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Aeeldents  only,  but  agalns 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Aeeldents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  IJnited  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  fiom 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  lollowiog  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO., 

l^imited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Keceipt  to  the  CasdalTT 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work    and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


TRY   WASP  GRUBS 

FOR  ALL  KINDS  OF  FISHING. 

500,  9d.  ;  1,000,  1/3  ;  2,000,  2/2.   Post  Free. 
DAVID  MACKWELL,  Hairdresser,  Bradford 
Road,  Keighley, 
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The  chair  on  Sept.  12 1  was  occupied  by  Mr. 
Wallace  i  C.  Nickels.  Station  reports  again  were 
too  numerous  to  be  fchronicled,  but  at  Leigh  on 
Sept.  9  three  rods  caught  1801b.  of  plaice,  shad, 
flounders  and  soles  on  boiled  shrimp  bait.  Park- 
stone  (Bournemouth)— bass  up  to  12Jlb.,  conger 
same  [weight ;  plenty  of  plaice  and  some  grey  and 
red  ;mullet.  West  Bay  (Bridport)— ground  fish  in 
plenty  and  mackerel  (whiffing).  Salcombe— pollack, 
one  of  1016.  and  one  11  lb.  Aberystwith— the  bay 
teems  with  mackerel,  and  catches  up  to  fifty-two 
dozen  have  been  secured. 

J  Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  handed  round  a  Dhoto- 
graph  of  the  141b.  5oz.  turbot  caught  by  Mr  Wright- 
son  from  Southwold  Pier— and  a  fine  fish  it  was. 

A  member  fishing  at  Penzance,  where,  it  will  be 
remembered,  there  is  too  much  food  for  the  fish, 
complamed  of  the  presence  of  whales— one  of  thirty 
feet  and  three  other  smaller  ones  came  too  near  his 
boat  to  be  pleasant— even  whales  love  their  food. 
At  Loch  Ailoch  a  member  had  had  splendid  sport 
with  salmon  and  grilse. 

At  Looe  a  member  writes  that  on  Saturday  he 
took  pollack,  13Jlb.,  121b.,  and  101b.,  thirty  sea- 
breami,  and  hooked  a  blue  shark  five  feet  long  and 
lost  him,  good  sea-bream,  conger,  and  a  remarkable 
crayfish. 

At  Ballycotton  the  slaughter  of  the  skate  still 
proceeded.  Mr.  Garnham  secured  one  of  1261b  • 
Mr.  Basten,  861b.  and  1121b. ;  and  Mr.  Holcombe 
the  big  one,  1831b.— on  rod  and  line,  mind;  Mr. 
Bullock  had  a  conger^of  281b.  The  members  received 
with  much  satisfaction  the  report  of  Mr.  Hussey's 
success  in  getting  passed  the  resolution  of  the 
Kent  and  Essex  Fishery  Committee  against  trawling 
m  Pegwell  Bay.  The  bye-law  to  carry  it  into  effect 
has  gone  on  to  the  Fishery  Board,  and  it  is  expected 
will  be  given  effect  to.  On  Sept.  21  the  annual 
exhibition  of  sea-fishing  tackle  will  commence  at 
Clifford  s  Inn  Hall,  for  the  rooms  of  the  society  are 
now  unequal  to  the  demand  for  room.  It  will  be 
the  biggest  thing  of  the  sort  yet  seen,  and  be  open 
to  the  public.  Tickets  to  be  obtained  at  4, 
Fetter-lane,  E.G.,  till  Oct.  3.  The  tackle 
trade  h  taking  some  trouble  over  it.  Mr 
Waller  had  71b.  of  dabs  and  191b.  of  conger  at 
Hastings.  Another  member  had  seventeen  codling 
at  Deal  and  two  whiting,  and  spoke  of  the  fishing 
there  as  distinctly  coming  on.  Another  member 
had  good  sport  with  codling,  flatfish,  sea  bream, 
conger  and  pout  off  Littlehampton,  and  caught  a 
yeUow  wrasse.  Several  members  who  had  been  to 
the  Hastings  festival  related  "experiences."  Mr. 
Foulger  at  Looe  had  been  taking  501b.  to  601b.  of 
fish  a  day,  bass  up  to  81b.,  poUack  101b.,  mackerel 
21b.,  and  found  pilchard  the  only  true  bait.  Mr 
Harold  Trill  caught  at  Hastings  a  plaice  of  41b.  lioz  ', 
.  the  best  fish  caught  at  the  Festival,  and  he  produced 
it  "  formalined." 

Mr.  Frank  Falkner  gave  a  most  excellent  report  of 
his  fishing  off  the  Copeland  Isles,  off  Bangor  and 
Donaghadee,  N.E.  coast  of  Ireland.  Indeed  in 
every  respect  this  fishing-ground  had  been  to  him 
more  than  a  happy  hunting-ground.  With  his 
boatman,  Thomas  Morrison,  he  had  been  taking 
oil®'  ^mil  ^"""^^  *         mainly  pollack,  up  to 

Sib.  The  ten  score  took  him  seven  hours  to  secure 
Bait,  the  white  ragworm,  6in.  to  Sin.  long,  are  easily 
secured ;  the  boatmen  turn  over  a  big  rock,  pick 
them  out,  and  then— in  Ireland,  mind— put  the  rock 
back  for  next  time.  The  common  ragworm  is 
plentiful  also,  and  twice  the  size  we  are  used 
to  m_  this  country.  A  feather  from  under  the 
gooses  wing  is  also  used  for  surface  fishing,  and 
they  use  rods— ten  of  them  at  a  time— the  butts 
secured  m  a  truss  of  straw,  and  one  man  tends 
the  lot ;  the  fish  is  unhooked  like  lightning,  and 
the  next  rod  flown  to.  This,  of  course, 
they  do  for  a  livmg,  and  a  more  temperate,  hard- 
workmg  and  civil  lot  of  men  Mr.  Falkner  had  never 
met  with,  and  the  reports  came  so  thick  and  fast 
that  Mr  D.  J.  S.  M.  Colquhoun  Kemp  who  had 
promised  to  read  a  paper  got  leave  to  defer  it.  A 
most  hearty  and  sportful  meeting  it  was,  for  the  sea 
angling  season  is  in  full  swing.  The  chairman  an- 
nounced that  next  Wednesday  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin 
woiJd  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Cod  Family :  a  Nature 
fetudy,  and  with  customary  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man the  meeting  closed.  jj  p. 


The  River  Danube  has  a  great  plenty  of  fish,  and 
one  sort  uncommon  called  the  Hdlsow,  a  very  large 
fish,  some  of  them  20ft.  long,  which  are  supposed 
to  come  out  of  the  Euxine  Sea. 

They  taste  like  a  sturgeon,  and  have  a  hoUow 
nervous  cord  down  the  back,  which  when  dried 
they  use  instead  of  a  whip 

When  they  fish  for  them  they  blow  a  horn  or  a 
trumpet,  the  noise  of  which  brings  great  shoals 
about  their  boat8.-^«  the  Year  Bound,  ISSO. 


Xetters  to  the  l6bitoi\ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

HELP  WANTED  FOR  THE  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fishing  in  tlie  Dumfriesshire  Esk 
and  Liddle  has  been  growing  steadily  worse  year  by 
year,  and  it  is  a  question  if  it  is  worth  the  while  of 
anyone  from  a  distance  to  come  for  the  sea-trout, 
herling,  and  salmon  fishing.  Former  visitors  return 
no  more,  and  perhaps  tfie  hotels  are  justified  in 
their  complaints  regarding  the  scarcity  of  "  gentle- 
men anglers." 

Several  anglers  have  witnessed  the  netting  of 
pools  in  the  Liddle  near  Penton  House.  That 
well-known  bait-cast,  "The  Loup,"  has  been 
swept  several  times.  As  the  fish  congregate 
together  in  this  pool  below  a  waterfall,  a  small  net 
makes  a  clean  sweep  in  a  few  seconds.  The  opera- 
tion has  been  repeated  in  other  pools  on  the  same 
property.  It  is  not  suggested  the  netting  takes 
place  with  the  proprietor  s  knowledge,  and  it  is  done 
in  the  dark,  late  at  night. 

Whether  for  financial  reasons  or  otherwise,  the 
rivers  are  not  watched  as  they  should  be.  About 
once  a  week  a  local  "  Robert "  lights  his  pipe  and 
strolls  down  the  banks  of  the  Esk,  So  far  as  anglers 
can  make  out,  no  supervision  is  exercised  after 
dark  by  those  who  are  supposed  to  prevent  illegal 
practices.  Local  gossip  says  this  is  due  to  the  fact 
of  the  unpopularity  of  one  of  the  members  of  the 
force,  who  has  been  threatened  with  compulsory 
hydropathic  treatment.  If  a  bath  presents  the 
terror  of  the  unkown,  it  might  be  possible  to  arrange 
for  two  policemen  to  give  an  occasional  patrol. 

A  slackness  seems  to  be  observable  in  regard  to 
the  management  of  the  association,  so  far  as  regards 
the  prevention  of  poaching  is  concerned,  and  it 
seems  a  pity  the  secretary  of  the  association  should 
not  endeavour  to  stir  up  "  Robert  "  and  his  gallant 
coadjutors.  It  also  seems  a  pity  that  an  endeavour 
should  not  be  made  to  secure  both  sides  of  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  pools.  The  association  water 
in  the  Cauldron  pool  is  practically  unfishable  by 
strangers  and  visitors  owing  to  boulders.  Local 
experts  identify  these  by  the  touch  on  the  toes,  but 
wading  is  risky  for  those  who  are  not  quite  familiar 
with  the  pool. 

The  natives  have  in  angling  an  outlet  for  their 
sporting  ta?te3,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  present 
stretch  of  water  will  not  be  reduced  in  extent  by 
any  of  the  proprietors  belonging  to  the  association, 
otherwise  visitors  who  still  continue  to  visit  the 
rivers  will  go  elsewhere. — Your  obedient  servant, 
Canonbie.  "A.  Rowan-Bubn." 


GRILSE  AND  SALMON— LAMBS  AND 
SHEEP. 

Dear  Sm,— In  reply  to  "  Lichen  Grev,"  taking 
up  his  final  paragraph,  so :  Consult  'Jameson's 
'Dictionary,"  Vol.  ii.,  p.  453;  Johnstone's 
Dictionary,  imder  "Salmon,"  Vol.  ii.,  p.  614- 
and  Scrope's  "Days  and  Nights  of  Salmon 
Fishing,"  from  which  latter  I  quote  from  memorj.  : 
^  Hoots,^  man,  ca'  that  a  fishie,  hits  just  a  wee  bit 
gilse.'  "  As  early  as  the  reign  of  King  Robert 
the  name  "grilse"  was  used,  and  "  grilsis "  as 
plural  {ut  sup. ). 

"  Gilse  "  is  a  common  word  on  Tweed  and  else- 
where in  Scotland— not  necessarily  an  old  word 
I  hear  it  used  A.D.  1906. 

As  regards  sheep  and  lambs,  hogs  and  shearlings, 
etc.,  not  being  a  shepherd,  nor  a  sheep-farmer,  and 
the  subject  being  germane  to  the  original  queries 
about  grilse  and  salmon— 1  canna  jeest  'x'acly  say 
nor  tak'  it  upon  masel'  to  decide,  but  I  may  be 
alloo'ed  to  galoose  that  possibly  sic  deefejences 
div  exist ;  but  possibly  they  may  not ;  and,  there- 
fore, under  sic  extraordinary  circumstances,  it 
might  be  advisable  if  "Lichen  Grey"  would  pit 
doon  on  paper  the  whole  length  and  breadth  o'  the 
matter,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  complete 
article  mteUigible  to  sic  o'  yer  readers  as  dinna  ken 
the  differences  atween  "  they  kin'  o'  beese."  But 
I  hesitate,  too,  to  committing  my  opeenions  about 
sic  hke  to  paper.  I  ken  fine  there's  a  michty 
differ  atween  a  saimion  an'  a  sheep  !  But  I'm 
aye  gled  to  hear  o'  a'  sorts  o'  deeficulties  being 
cleared  up. — Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Harvie-Bbown. 

WHEN  TO  USE  1  CERTAIN  FLIES. 
Dear  Sib, — I  understand  the  following  fiies  can 
be  used  throughout  the  trout  season,  but  I  should 
feel  obliged  if  you  or  any  experienced  angler  would 
tell  me,  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  on  what  kind 
of  days — cold,  warm,  calm,  etc.,  morning  or  evening 
—each  13  most  suitable :  1,  Yellow  Dun  ;  2,  Hare 
Lug  ;  3,  Sand  Fly ;  4,  Olive  Dun  ;  5,  Dark  Coach- 
man ;  6,  Alder;  7,  Partridge  Hackle.— Yours 
_  E.  Devebeux._^ 


A  CURIOUS  INCIDENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  the  other  day  in  the  Driffield 
stream,  I  had  an  experience  of  a  kind  which  I 
thought  you  might  consider  so  unusual  as  to  be 
worth  mentioning.  Casting  over  a  rising  trout  I 
rose  it,  became  attached,  played  it,  and  my  friond 
Mr.  C.  Rishworth,  of  Horsforth,  was  just  on  the 
point  of  netting  it  for  me  when  the  fly  came  away. 
Imagine  our  surprise  on  finding  another  fly  loosely 
hung  by  ita  hook  on  my  fly  hook.  This  had  evi- 
dently been  in  the  fish's  lip,  and  I  had  hooked  it— 
not  the  fish— and  had  drawn  the  eye  of  the  hook 
through  the  lip,  as  tho  wings  wore  pulled  straight 
back  over  the  eye  of  the  hook. — Yours  truly, 

Selby.  R.  W.  ScARTH. 

[I  think  this  will  want  some  boating.  What  a 
lucky  trout  I — Ed.] 


FLY-FISHING  CLUB  NEAR  BRIDGNORTH. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
mform  me  if  there  is  any  fly-fishing  club  which  has 
water  within  easy  reach  of  Bridgnorth  (Salop), 
with  a  subscription  of  not  more  than  £10  or  £12,  and 
which  has  vacancies  for  1907  ?— Yours  truly, 
Labuk  River,  British  North  Borneo.       P.  C.  B. 


MESSRS.  S.  SMITH  AND  SON'S  "PERFECT 
SPEEDOMETER." 

Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
which  we  have  just  received  from  the  .solicitor^  of 
one  of  our  customers.  You  will  see  that  the  case 
was  entirely  fought  out  on  the  evidence  of  our 
"Perfect  Speedometer"  fitted  with  a  maximum 
speed  hand,  the  police  being  satisfied  that  the 
instrument  was  accurate,  and  the  magistrate  dis- 
missed the  case.  This  estabUshes  a  most  important 
precedent,  and  proves  the  absolute  necessity  of  car 
owners  possessing  a  reliable  speedometer  fitted  with 
a  maximum  speed  hand. 

We  feel  sure  that  you  can  benefit  motor-car 
owners  by  giving  this  matter  publicity  in  vour 
valuable  paper. — We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

9,  Strand,  London.      S.  Smith  and  Son,  Ltd. 

[Here  is  the  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  bv 
Messrs.  Smith. — Ed.] 

"  Brown's  Chambers, 
"27a,  Commercial-street,  Leeds. 
"Aug.  1. 

"Dear  Sirs, — We  have  to  report  that  we  acted 
for  the  chauffeur  of  Mr.  Joseph  Nicholson,  of 
Wheatfield,  Headingley,  Leeds,  who  was  charged 
with  exceeding  the  speed  limit  on  Mr.  Nicholson's 
60  H.P.  'Napier,'  the  allegation  being  that  he 
covered  the  distance  of  220  yards  at  the  rate  of 
28  miles  an  hoar.  The  car  is  provided  with  two  of 
your  speedometers,  one  of  which  has  a  tell-tale 
hand  thereon,  and  this  indicated  the  speed  of 
19  miles  an  hour.  Upon  this  evidence  being  given, 
the  stipendiary  magistrate  suggested  a  test  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  speedometers,  which  was  duly 
carried  out,  and  on  their  being  found  accurate  he 
dismissed  the  summons,  stating  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, a  mechanical  instrument  of  this  kind  was 
more  reliable  than  the  observation  of  police  officers, 
as,  without  casting  any  imputation  as  to  their 
veracity,  the  human  element  thereby  introduced 
was  more  capable  of  error  than  a  reliable  instru- 
ment.— Yours  truly, 

"  Simpson-,  Thomas  and  Co." 

FISHING  NEAR  BRYNAMMAN. 
Dear  Sir,— As  I  am  making  the  small  town  of 
Brynamman,  in  Glamorganshire,  South  Wales,  the 
centre  of  my  holidays  in  September,  I  shall  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  you  can  give  me  any  information 
as  to  the  rivers  or  lakes  open  for  fishing  in  this 
district,  also  kind  of  fish.  I  am  also  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  rule  in  Wales  is  to  obtain  a  2s.  6d 
fishing  licence  from  any  post  office,  and  should  like 
to  know  if  same  is  true. — Yours  truly, 

W.  S.  Abbeyfteld. 

SOME  GRAND  SCOTTISH  LAKE  TROUT 
ON  FLY. 

Dear  Sir,— As  an  old  subscriber  and  regular 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  thought  the  account 
of  some  fine  trout  caught  by  my  friend,  Mr  J  P 
Mitchell,  and  myself  recently  in  Sutherlandshire 
might  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

We  were  fishing  several  lochs  in  the  district  of 
Durness  from  the  hotel  there  the  early  part  of  last 
month,  and  among  others  caught  four  pure  browii 
trout- said  to  be  Loch  Levens— weighing  respec- 
tively 12^lb.,  8ilb.,  6ilb.,  and  51b.  I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  catch  the  two  larger  ones,  both  of  which 
gave  magnificent  sport.  The  dimensions  of  the 
larger  fish  were  as  follows  :  Length,  29iia.  ■  girth 
18fin.  ;  width  of  tail,  8in.  i     >  e,  > 

It  will  doubtless  be  of  particular  interest  to  your 
readers  to  know  that  these  fish  were  caught  with  tho 
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fly";  'in  fact,  there  is  nothing  but  fly-fishing  in  tlie 
district.  The  12 Jib.  fish  took  a  medium-size  March 
Brown,  on  fine  cast,  and  gave  one  hour's  magnificent 
play.  Tlie  S^lb.  took  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes 
before  it  fell  into  the  net. 

)  Our  gillie  was  David  McKenzie,  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  ^district,  being  over  seventy  years  of  age. 
Boththe  and  the  other  gillies  in  the  neighbourhood 
saw  t  he  fish,  as  well  as  many  other  interested  people. 
It  is^said  to  be  the  largest  ever  seen  there. 
I  It  ,will  doubtless  be  of  further  interest,  particularly 
to  you,  to  know  that  the  8|lb.  fish,  which  was 
caught  in  Loch  Caelladail,  could  not  have  been  more 
than  five  years  old,  as  I  was  informed  that  the  loch 
was  only  stocked  with  fry  after  being  completed 
as  a  waterworks  reservoir  four  years  ago  last  spring. 
This  appears  to  me  to  establish  somewhat  of  a  record 
for  the  growth  of  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Birmmgham.  J.  W.  Flobance. 

[1  tliink  Mr.  Florance's  12|lb.  trout  must  be  about 
the  record  for  a  trout  caught  with  artificial  fly  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  congratulate  him.  It  is 
wonderful  how  well  trout  thrive  in  some  of  these 
new  reservoirs — at  least,  for  a  time,  and  until  they 
have  overtaken  the  natural  food  supply — that  is, 
eaten  it  faster  than  it  is  produced. — Ed.] 


OVER-RUlsnsriNG    OF  REELS. 

Deab  Sm, — I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  the 
numerous  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  been 
troubled  or  have  been  at  times  dissatisfied  with 
their  fishing  reels.  I  have  been  a  fisherman  for 
about  forty  years,  and,  though  I  have  tried  most 
of  the  well-known  makes  of  reeh,  I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  as  yet  found  a  perfect,  or  even  a  satisfactory, 
cheek  in  one  of  them. 

The  great  difficulty,  I  think,  which  has  yet  to  be 
overcome,  is  the  prevention  of  their  tendency  to 
overrun,  and  that  especially  when  striking  a  fish 
from  the  reel.  A  friend  of  mine  presented  one  this 
year,  with  a  most  beautifully-made  reel  by  one  of 
the  best  makers  (whose  name  I  will  not  mention, 
because  I  think  it  would  be  unfair  to  do  so),  and 
who  claimed  for  it  that  which  I  have  been  so 
long  seeking  to  find,  namely,  a  reel  which  will  not 
overrim  when  a  fish  of  any  size  is  struck. 

I  have  given  it  a  fair  trial  this  season,  and  have 
caught  altogether  about  four  hundred  trout  on  this 
reel  alone,  but  I  do  not  find  that  it  possesses  any 
great  superiority  over  any  of  the  other  makes  of 
reels  in  this  respect.  I  may  say  that  it  has  a  screw 
for  tightening  the  tension  of  the  spring,  but  even 
when  screwed  up  to  its  utmost  limit  the  same  fault 
is  still  apparent. 

Now,  Sir,  I  believe  that  the  defect  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  little  click  which  works  on  the  cog- 
wheel is  apt  to  jump,  as  it  were,  over  two  or  three 
of  the  cogs  at  once,  when  a  heavy  fish  is  struck, 
and  the  line  pays  out  more  quickly  than  the  barrel 
revolves.  But  whether  that  may  be  so  or  not,  I 
have  been  landed  in  many  diificulties  this  year 
simply  from  the  line  becoming  entangled  after 
striking  a  fish  from  the  reel. 

May  1  suggest  that  instead  of  the  ordinary 
method  of  checldng  the  reel,  another  cogwheel 
should  be  used  to  work  on  the  one  which  is  usually 
fitted  to  the  barrel.  This  would  cause  less  wear 
and  tear,  and  would  be  quite  as  efficient. 

In  the  case  of  the  Nottingham  reel  the  additional 
cogwheel  might  be  thrown  out  of  gear  in  much 
the  same  way  as  the  feed  of  a  sewing-machine, 
whilst  the  spiral  spring  which  is  used  in  the  latter 
would  add  to  the  resistance  of  the  check. 

I  only  throw  this  out  as  a  suggestion,  but  1  am 
quite  sure  that  if  any  of  the  many  makers  of  reels 
can  improve  upon  the  present  system  and  supply 
us  fly-fishermen  with  a  reel  which  really  and  truly 
will  not  overrun,  we  shall  regard  him  as  a  benefactor. 
— Yours  truly,  Devon  Fishebman. 

[The  great  difficulty  is  that,  unless  very  strong 
tackle  is  used — and  that  is  generally  out  of  the 
question  in  fly-fishing — -the  tension  on  the  reel 
must  be  regulated  so  that  it  will  not  smash  the 
gut  in  striking  from  the  reel  ;  if  made  so  stiff  as 
never  to  overrun,  however  hard  and  sudden  the 
pull,  it  will  certainly  cause  breakages.  In  trout 
fishing  I  have  long  used  a  reel  with  a  silent  check, 
and  I  do  not  remember  losing  a  trout  from  over- 
running of  the  reel. — Ed.] 


BE  FISHING  GAZETTE  ANGLERS'  PLIERS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  the  advertisement  describing  the 
above  a  list  is  given  describing  various  useful 
purposes  for  which  this  tool  may  be  used.  Surely 
one  must  have  been  omitted  from  the  list,  for  1 
found  out  recently  that  the  tool  forms  an  ex- 
cellent pair  of  nut-crackers. — Yours  truly, 

H.  G.  D. 

A  BLIND  PRAWN. 

Deab  Sir,— Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  E. 
Yonge,  of  Brixton,  he  sent  me  a  prawn  that  had 


no  eyes,  and  the  place  where  the  eyes  should  have 
been  was  grown  over.  The  fish  was  certainly  blind, 
and  it  is  curious  to  loiow  liow  it  lived  or  caught  its 
food.  It  was  in  very  good  condition,  although 
rather  smaller  than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
I  showed  it  to  Dr.  Allan,  of  the  Laboratory  on  the 
Hoe,  and  he  was  of  the  same  opinion  that  some 
crab  or  other  creature  had  bitten  the  eyes  out. 
However,  it  did  not  seem  to  interfere  with  the 
feeding  propensities. — Yours  truly, 

William  Heardeb. 


"DO    ADDERS  SWALLOW  THEIR 
YOUNG  ? " 

D  EAB  Sir, — No ;  all  threshed  out  long  ago 
anatomically.  Scores  of  similar  instances  such  as 
given  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  8,  p.  174,  have 
been  related.  Not  one  case  known,  where  dissection 
followed,  in  which  the  young  were  found  "  in  the 
stomach."  Consult  Boulenger  and  authorities. — 
Yoiu^s  truly,  j.  A.  H.-B. 


FLY  ATTACHMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Colonel  Bartley's  casting-line  fly 
attachments  figured  at  p.  191  of  Fishing'  Gazette, 
Sept.  8,  1906,  are  most  practical  and  useful,  and 
have,  so  far  as  Figs.  2  and  3,  been  employed  by 
me  for  years.  Failing  proper  trial  of  the  loop  {Fig.  1), 
I  am  less  taken  with  it ;  but  most  of  my  casting 
lines  are  furnished  with  the  attachment  Figs.  2  and  3, 
or  else  that  given  in  my  letter  on  the  same  page. 

I  generally  find  gut-casts  snap  at  knots  on  single 
parts  of  the  gut,  and  likely  to  be  the  weakest 
portions  of  the  cast. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


GOOD  FISHING  AND  CHEAP  LIVING 
WANTED. 

De.ar  Sir, — A  professional  man  of  very  limited 
means,  whose  health  has  broken  down,  wishes  to 
find  a  healthy  country  place  where  living  is  cheap 
and  where  good  fishing  can  be  had,  and  would  be 
greatly  obliged  to  brother  anglers  for  suggestions. 
From  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  from  time  to  time,  the  writer  is  inclined 
to  think  that  some  quiet  little  place  on  the  Continent 
would  perhaps  be  best. — Yours  truly. 

Angler. 


FISHING  IN  BRITTANY  OR  NORMANDY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  where  I  could 
get  good  pike  or  trout  fishing  in  Brittany  or  Nor- 
mandy in  the  month  of  October.  Also  what  would 
bo  a  good  place  in  Brittany  for  sea-fishing.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  trulyi 

Rhodel  Tamu. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  throw 
any  further  light  upon  this  much  discussed  qiiestion, 
but  in  my  humble  opinion  the  statement  made  by 
you  as  to  the  bending  of  the  two  classes  of  rods  is 
borne  out  not  only  by  the  experience  of  myself,  but 
also  by  that  of  the  majority  of  your  correspondents. 
But  a  point  not  noticed  by  many  is  the  relative 
resilience  of  the  two  kinds.  Here  I  am  certain  a 
good  split-cane  easily  comes  first. 

I  began  fishing  some  thirty-five  years  ago  with  a 
four-piece  rod  made  by  my  grandfather — an 
amateur — and  a  sweet  rod  it  wag.  My  father  used 
it  before  it  came  to  me.  I  fancy  it  was  hickory, 
but  unfortunately  I  lost  it  during  my  travels.  So 
much  for  the  life  of  a  wood  rod — some  eighty  years, 
if  not  more,  and  as  sound  as  a  bell.  From  this 
rod  I  passed  to  greenheart,  and  then  to  my  first 
split -cane  —  a  10ft.  "Houghton,"  which  I  have 
had  some  ten  years,  and  which  I  would  not  part 
with  for  worlds.  I  have  used  this  rod  for  dry-fly 
on  the  Itchen  and  elsewhere,  for  loch  fishing  in 
Scotland  from  a  boat,  for  minnow,  and  for  salmon 
when  I  have  chanced  on  a  rising  fish  whilst  trouting, 
and — severest  test  of  all — for  night-fishing  for 
salmon  peal,  when  the  best  man  (which  I  don't 
pretend  to  be)  will  at  times  hit  something  hard 
when  casting.  And  yet  this  rod  has  never  been  in 
the  maker's  hands  since  I  bought  it,  except  once  for 
a  damaged  ferrule.  The  professional  fisherman  here 
will  not  look  at  a  split-cane,  and  swears  by  green- 
heart,  but  during  the  last  two  years  I  know  that 
he  has  broken  his  rod  twice  whilst  casting  at  night ; 
but  he  owns  that  he  has  never  tried  split-cane. 

I  have  killed  nearly  200  trout  this  year  with  this 
little  rod,  and  by  its  aid  have  tailed  and  landed 
two  salmon  —  one  121b.  and  the  other  161b.,  the 
latter  a  very  wild  fish,  though  a  kelt,  and  giving  me 
a  very  hard  forty  minutes'  work.  I  kept  this  fish 
in  a  reach  of  water  about  thirty  yards  long,  though 
he  made  several  wicked  attempts  to  rrui  down  the 
rapids  at  the  lower  end.  He  also  jumped  two  or 
three  times  out  of  the  water,  and  altogether  did  not 
behave  as  a  kelt.  The  top  twenty  yards  of  this 
reach  was  fringed  with  budhes,  6ft.  high,  over  which 


1  had  to  hand  my  rod,  and  yet  it  Ja  undamaged, 
and  straight  as  a  line.  Last  year  with  the  same  rod 
I  killed  a  clean  fish  of  111b.  in  thirteen  minutes, 
but  I  had  to  go  in  the  water  to  do  it,  and  also  had 
to  tail  him ;  and  1  am  certain  a  greenheart  of  same 
size  would  never  have  stood  the  strain. — Yours 
truly,  S.  E.  DonOLAS. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  last  sentence 
of  your  Editorial  note  to  "A.  K.'s"  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  8 — namely,  "1  often  wonder 
split-cane  tops  are  not  more  vised  with  greenheart 
lower  joints  " — a  similar  idea  has  frequently  occurred 
to  me.  and  I  think  «it  might  be  useful  to  many  if 
those  with  exparience  would  give  their  views  upon 
the  combination  of  split-cane  tops  and  lower  joints 
of  greenheart  or  other  woods,  indicating  particu- 
larly the  wood  considered  most  suitable. 

My  rods  are  nearly  all  split-cane  (which  liave 
always  given  me  satisfaction),  and  I  now  propose 
to  add  one  for  "  dapping."  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  should  be  about  18ft.  in  length,  and,  portability 
being  a  consideration,  of  four  joints  or  pieces. 
For  lightness,  bamboo  would  seem  most  suitable 
for  the  two  lowest  pieces,  and  I  am  disposed  to 
favour  a  split-cane  top  ;  but  I  am  rather  puzzled  as 
to  what  the  remaining  piece  should  consist  of, 
having  regard  to  the  balance  and  "  bend "  of 
the  rod. 

I  should  be  grateful  if  you  and  some  of  your 
correspondents  would  kindly  communicate  the 
opinions  held  not  only  upon  the  general  question 
of  the  combination  of  split-cane  tops  and  lower 
joints  of  wood,  but  upon  the  particular  one  of  the 
composition  of  a  "dapping"  rod  of  four  pieces. — 
Yom-s  truly,  Melvtn. 


SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 

Deab  Sir, — As  a  keen  and  perhaps  I  may  say 
fairly  successful  angler,  I  wish  to  protest  most 
emphatically  against  Mr.  Malloch's  sweeping  con- 
demnation of  split-cane  rods  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  II 
last.  Really,  after  reading  the  article  in  question, 
one  is  almost  led  to  believe  that  a  split-cane  rod  is 
incapable  of  either  hooking  or — in  the  event  of  that 
most  necessary  contingency  occurring — of  killing 
fish  afterwards  !    Could  anything  be  more  absurd  7 

As  several  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have 
given  their  experience  of  both  split-cane  and  green- 
heart, perhaps.  Sir,  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  mine. 

"  Personally,  I  started  angling  some  years  ago  with 
greenheart  rods,  and  very  little  satisfaction  they 
gave  me.  Many  and  many  are  the  breakages  I  can 
recall,  chiefly  caused  through  getting  "  hung  up  " 
behind  whilst  fishing  wooded  streams  in  the  North 
of  England.  My  greenheart  tops,  too,  had  an 
exasperating  habit  of  snapping  suddenly  when 
recovering  a  heavy  tapered  line  that  had  been 
allowed  (somewhat  carelessly,  perhaps)  to  become 
partly  "  drowned."  It  was  mishaps  and  accidents 
such  as  these  which  finally  decided  me  to  go  in  for 
a  first-class  rod  of  split-cane,  and,  in  due  course, 
I  became  the  possessor  of  an  lift.  Gin.  split-cane, 
specially  built  to  my  order  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros., 
of  Alnwick.  With  this  weapon  I  have  for  the 
last  four  years  fished  incessantly,  often  six  days  a 
week  during  the  trouting  season,  and  have  killed  some 
himdreds  of  brown  trout  up  to  2^1b.  and  sea-trout 
up  to  101b.  ■with  it.  During  this  period  /  have  never 
had  a  breakage,  either  through  getting  "  hiuig  up  " 
behind  or  with  a  "  drowned  "  line ;  neither  do  I 
fear  one,  for  no  matter  how  hard  the  forward  cast 
happens  to  be  given  at  the  tirne  of  the  fly  hanging 
up,  the  only  thing  that  smashes  is  the  gut  cast — 
whilst  the  power  of  the  top  in  recovering  drowned 
line  from  the  water  is  a  revelation.  It  can  stand 
sudden  shocks  and  wrenches  which  I  found  from 
experience  snapped  greenheart  tops  like  carrots, 
whilst  the  rod's  quick-striking  action,  casting 
power,  and  steely  resilience  when  playing  heavy 
sea-trout  are  everything  that  could  be  desired.  The 
rod  is  to-day  as  straight  and  perfect  as  when  it 
left  Messrs.  Hardy's  works  at  Alnwick,  and  my  only 
regret  now  is  that  I  did  not  make  the  purchase 
years  before. 

To  my  mind,  the  secret  of  the  whole  matter  lies 
in  the  fact  that  it  is  a  first-class  split-cane  rod  built 
by  a.  first-class  mak.ev.  Had  I  purchased  a  "  shoddy  " 
American,  such  as  I  see  in  some  ironmongers'  shops, 
I  can  well  believe  my  experience  would  have  been 
vastly  different,  and  instead  of  bringing  heavy  fish 
with  power  and  mastery  to  the  net,  I  might  have 
experienced  the  joys  of  "  running  up  and  down,  the 
side  of  the  river  like  a  lamplighter  "  after  them  ! 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  I  am  not  an  emphyi 
of  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  nor  am  I  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  them,  and  therefore  have  no  "  axe  to 
grind."  Apologising  for  encroaching  to  such  an 
extent  on  your  valuable  space. — Yours  faithfully, 

M.  F.  W. 

[Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Some  Salmon  Problems. 

Some  interesting  suggestions  in  connection  with 
the  habits  of  salmon  were  made  by  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy  in  the  Fishinrj  Gazette  of  July  21.  Dr. 
Karl  Heintz  writes  : —  ' 

"  Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — Since  my  return  from 
Norway,  where,  thanks  to  your  kind  introductions, 
I  had  some  very  interesting  fishing  experiences, 
I  have  taken  an  increased  interest  in  all  that 
appears  in  your  esteemed  paper  relative  to  fishing 
in  the  North.  I  am  specially  interested  in  the 
'  Salmon  Problems '  mentioned  by  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy  in  your  paper,  problems  which  he  also  spoke 
to  me  about  when  I  saw  him,  but  unfortunately 
my  English  was  not  strong  enough  to  enable  mo 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  him  as  I  should  like  to 
have  done,  especially  as  I  cannot  quite  agree  with 
some  of  his  sugge.itions,  including  his  views  of  the 
functions  of  the  fins. 

"  It  is  a  physiological  fact  that  the  tail  in  fish 
take?  the  place  of  the  screw  in  a  steamer,  and  only 
serves  to  force  the  fish  forward  in  a  straight  line.* 
The  back  and  ventral  fins  act  as  does  the  rudder 
of  the  ship,  and  enable  the  fish  to  swim  steadily 
and  evenly  in  the  desired  direction  ;  whereas  the 
double  breast  and  belly  fins  keep  the  fish  properly 
balanced,  and  enable  it  to  turn  to  left  or  right. 
These  fins  also  enable  the  fish  to  stop — to  put  the 
brake  on,  as  it  were,  if  the  fish  wishes  to  pull  up 
quickly,  t  The  general  shape  of  all  salmonidoe 
is  much  the  same,  but  in  the  salmon  a  most  striking 
feature  is  its  powerful  tail  with  its  strong  muscles. 
This  accounts  for  its  extraordinary  power  and 
swiftness  of  movement  ahead  (nach  vorn).  The 

*  I  doubt  this,  as  fish  which  are  swimming  slowly 
often  seem  to  turn  by  giving  a  strong  side  move- 
ment with  the  tail. — R.  B.  M. 

t  Everyone  must  have  noticed  how  quickly  a  fish, 
after  darting  up  a  narrow  bit  of  water,  such  as  a 
ditch,  will  stop  and  turn  and  rush  back.  I  believe 
the  turn  is  mainly  done  by  side  pressure  on  the 
water  with  the  tail. — R.  B.  M. 


suggestion  of  Mr.  Sturdy  that  the  comparatively 
small  back-fin  of  the  salmon  shows  that  it  is  a 
surface  fish  is,  I  think,  not  correct,  as  it  is  the  air- 
bladder  and  not  the  fins  which  regulate  the  position 
of  the  fish  as  regards  depth  of  water.  Ground 
fish,  such  as  the  bullhead  {Cottus  gohio),  have  no 
air-bladder,  and,  like  the  sharks,  can  only  keep 
near  the  surface  by  muscular  work.  The  back  fin 
of  the  charrs  and  corregones  is  also  small  ;  both 
belong  to  the  salmon  family,  and  inhabit  the 
deepest  water  of  lakes,  hundreds  of  feet  deep  ; 
whereas  the  grayling,  with  its  enormous  back  fin, 
is  certainly  more  of  a  surface  fish  than  the  salmon. 
In  the  grayling  this  exceptionally  large  back  fin  un- 
doubtedly serves  to  enable  it  to  make  its  lightning- 
hke  perpendicular  upward  movement  from  the 
bottom  to  the  surface.  No  fish  rises  so  perpen- 
dicularly to  the  fly  as  the  grayling  does.* 

"Then  theotherfins  havenot  been  made  bynature 
on  too  small  a  scale  for  the  salmon  in  order  fully  to 
effect  their  object  in  acting  as  rudder  and  in  causing 
the  fish  to  move  to  right  or  left.  The  utmost  one 
can  say  is  that  if  the  pair  fins  (pectoral  and  ventral) 
were  longer  they  would  give  the  fish  more  power 
in  backing  away  from  a  pull  at  the  head.  But 
when  does  a  sahnon  ever  have  to  make  use  of  such 
action  ? — except  when  at  the  end  of  the  angler's 
line. 

"  When  a  fish  wishes  to  sink  into  deep  water  he 
probably  compresses  the  anterior  half  of  the  air- 
bladder,  thus  becoming  specifically  heavier  for- 
wards, as  at  the  same  time  the  posterior  half  of  the 
bladder  is  blown  out  ;  the  tail  affords  the  driving 
power,  the  smaller  fins  having  only  to  do  the  smaller 
service  of  keeping  the  direction  and  balance  right. 
For  this  reason  I  do  not  think  that  there  can  be  any 
question  of  the  smaller  fins  becoming  exhausted 
sooner  than  the  tail,  all  suffer  alike  ;  indeed,  if 
anything,  the  tail  would  tire  first  by  reason  of  the 
greater  exertion  it  is  called  upon  to  make. 

"  Mr.  Sturdy  observes  that  when  playing  a  fish 
on  a  wide  shallow  (when  it  must  not  be  brought  to 
the  surface,  as  its  splashing  and  plunging  would 
endanger  the  hold  and  tackle)  the  fish  is  able  to 
keep  on  an  even  keel,  and  can  run  out  again  and 
again.  This  shows  merely  that  if  a  fish  does  not 
have  to  fight  so  strongly  against  the  heavy,  tiring 
upward  pull,  it  can  use  more  power — in  fact,  its 
whole  power  in  moving  in  a  horizontal  direction. 
If  in  moderately  deep  water  it  is  pulled  hard  towards 
the  surface,  he  then  loses  a  great  deal  of  power, 
because  he  must  then  with  all  his  power  compress 
the  front  half  of  the  bladder,  an  exertion  of  strength 
which  must  be  much  more  exhausting  (seeing  that 
in  freedom  he  never  has  to  take  up  this  uncomfort- 
able position)  than  making  use  of  his  fins.  He  is 
thus  unable  to  direct  his  movements  and  manoeuvre 
so  delicately,  and  after  a  long  run  would  run  against 
the  bottom.  In  deep  water,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
has  not  to  fear  grounding  in  that  way,  and  can, 
therefore,  make  longer  rims  ;  but  never  so  long 
and  so  often  as  in  a  horizontal  direction,  as  the 
double  exertion — namely,  of  compressing  the 
air-bladder  and  using  the  fins  simultaneously— is 
more  exhausting  than  merely  swimming  horizontally. 
In  order  to  increase  its  .specific  gravity  a  salmon  can 
expel  air  from  its  swimming  bladder,  and  also 
cpmpress  the  same.  But  it  cannot  replace  the  air 
with  water,  nor  would  there  be  any  object  in  doing 
so.  as  the  water  so  taken  in  would  not  affect  the 
weight  of  the  fish  swimming  in  the  same  medium. 
It  might  well  happen  that  by  accident  a  fish  in  its 
struggles  swallowed  some  water,  but  for  the  same 
reason  that  would  be  no  help  to  him  in  increasing 
his  weight.  On  the  other  hand,  such  water  in  a 
fish's  stomach  would  add  something  to  its  weight 
out  of  the  water  and  when  weighed  in  the  air. 

"  The  suggestion  that  salmon,  after  getting 
over  a  rapid  by  jumps,  get  rid  of  water  they  have 
swallowed  and  can  replace  it  with  air  is  not  tenable 
from  a  physiological  standpoint.  The  air  or  swim- 
ming bladder  has  no  direct  connection  with  the  ex- 
terior of  the  fish,  and  it  can  only  take  air  into  the 
bladder  from  the  air  in  the  water  through  the  gills 
under  water,  and  then  only  into  the  blood,  and 
only  from  the  blood  into  the  air-bladder." 

I  believe  that  Dr.  Heintz  is  quite  right  in  saying 
that  a  fish  which  has  an  air-bladder  can  only  replace 
air  in  the  way  he  describes,  through  the  blood. 
It  is  evident  the  process  of  re-filhng  caimot  be  an 


*  Char  inhabit  deep  lakes,  but  thej''  may  be  seen 
swimming  clo  e  to  the  surface  and  rising  all  over 
lake-i  like  Windermere,  and  are  often  netted  near 
the  surface  in  nets  which  are  floated  there. — R.  B.  M. 


instantaneous  one,  but  I  should  point  out  that 
Mr.  Sturdy  spoke  only  of  water  finding  its  way 
into  the  fish's  interiors.  Air  would  be  equally 
well  replaced  by  water  which  remained  outside  the 
bladder.  To  disprove  Mr.  Sturdy 's  theory  re  the 
weakness  of  the  dorsal  fin  in  salmon,  it  would  seem 
necessary  to  account  in  some  other  way  for  a  big 
fish  being  able  to  hold  out  for  an  indefinite  time 
against  a  horizontal  pull  from  a  long  line,  while 
succumbing  in  a  tenth  of  the  time  to  a  vertical 
pull,  when  he  is  under  the  point  of  the  rod.  If  in 
translating  the  doctor's  notes  I  have  misrendored 
his  meaning,  I  hoj^e  ho  will  correct  mo. 


Buffer  Knots. 

In  view  of  the  recent  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of  Buffer  knots,  I  think  it  is  only  fair  to 
mention  that  the  original  inventor  of  the  Buffer Tinot 
was  Mr.  H.  Cholmondelcy-Pennell,  over  forty  years 
ago.  I  must  confess  I  have  never  been  quite 
convinced  that  the  putting  a  buffer  of  gut  or  silk 
between  the  two  single  knots  of  the  fisherman's 
knot  added  to  its  strength,  as  the  strain  is  still 
all  on  one  straid — the  buffer  cannot  save  any 
strain — it  might  save  some  effect  of  a  sudden  jerk. 

The  B.S.A.S.  Sea- Fishing  Tackle  Exhibits. 

So  popular  have  their  exhibitions  of  sea-fishing 
tackle  become  that  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
have  had  to  look  out  for  a  larger  space  in  which 
to  show  them.  Fortunately,  they  have  been  able 
to  secure  the  use  of  Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  within  a 
Nottingham  cast  of  their  headquarters  in  Fetter- 
lane.  In  addition  to  the  society's  own  exhibit, 
there  are  exhibits  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores, 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson,  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.,  Messrs.  Gamage  and  Co.,  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.,  Messrs.  Hoi  brow  and  Co.,  and 
Messrs.  Wyers  Freres.  Admission  is  by  ticket 
only,  but  they  can  be  had  free  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  B.S.A.S.,  4,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  and 
of  the  exhibitors.  I  hope  to  notice  some  of  the 
"  novelties  "  next  week. 


Sport  at  Blagdon. 

Very  wisely,  I  think,  it  has  beon  decided  to 
extend  the  fishing  season  at  Blagdon  to  the  end  of 
September.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  report,  sport 
has  improved  lately,  several  fish  over  41b.  have  been 
taken.  Among  the  successful  anglers  I  am  glad  to 
see  the  names  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  and  his  son.  Both 
brown  trout  and  rainbows  are  in  splendid  condition 
— far  better  than  at  the  opening  of  the  season. 

Fishery  Exhibition  in  Hobart,  Tasmania. 

The  following  correspondence  will  explain  itself. 
I  hope  the  exhibition  will  prove  a  great  success  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Herewith   please  find  copy  of 
circular  my  association  is  forwarding  to  manufac 
turers  of  fishing  tackle,  etc.,  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

"  No  doubt  you  are  aware  that  Tasmania  enjoys 
an  excellent  reputation  as  regards  angling  and 
fishing.  Thousands  of  visitors  come  specially  for 
the  fishing  season. 

"  I  trust  you  will  find  room  in  your  valuable 
columns  to  make  reference  to  the  intended  exhibi- 
tion. The  Agent-General  of  Tasmania  may  be 
regarded  as  the  London  representative  of  this 
movement,  as  far  as  giving  information  about 
Tasmania  is  concerned. 

"  I  might  mention  that  if  you  could  find  room  in 
your  paper  for  an  article  about  our  fishing,  it  will 
afford  me  pleasure  to  send  you  some  blocks  and  an 
article  upon  this  subject.  Under  separate  cover,  I 
beg  to  send  you  one  of  our  fishing  guides.  My 
association  subscribes  to  your  paper,  as  well  as  a 
large  number  of  the  members  individually. — Yours 
faithfully,  "A.  Wertheimer,  Secretary." 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  circular 
referred  to  by  ]\Ir.  Wertheimer  :  — 

"  SOUTHERX  TaSMANIAN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

{Patron:   Hs  Honour  Sir  John  Stokell  Dodds, 
K.C.M.G.,  Chief  Justice  of  Tasmania. 
President :   Dr.  G.  H.  Gibson.) 
"  Doubtless  you  are  aware  that  the  island  of 
Tasmania  is  looked  upon  as  the  health  and  tou  ist 
resort  of  the  great  continent  of  Australia.  Being 
within  easy  reach,  and  jiossessed  of  a  climate  hardly 
to  be  excelled  in  any  part  of  the  globe,  Tasmania 
is  yearly  coming   into   more  jjrominence   as  a 
sanatorium. 

"  The  beautiful  River  Derwent,  on  the  banks  of 
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which  is  situate  the  capital,  Hobart,  provides 
immense  variety  of  fishing,  whilst  the  Fisheries 
Commissioners  of  Tasmania  have  hberated  through- 
out the^island  thousands  of  fry  of  many  varieties 
of  salmonidce  and  other  fish. 

ii" ,"  The  Southern  Tasmanian  Anglers'  Association 
has  decided  to  hold,  in  January  next,  an  exhibition 
in  Hobart,  to  be  devoted  entirely  to  fishing  interests. 
During  the  season  of  four  months,  at  least  20.000 
visitors  come  to  Tasmania,  and  in  addition  to  these 
a  further  18,000  pass  through  Hobart  in  transit  en 
route,  for  New  Zealand  and  the  Old  Coimtry. 

"  The  association  has  secured  the  use  of  a  hall 
specially  adapted  for  the  proposed  exhibition,  and 
a  very  small  entrance  fee  will  be  charged.  In  the 
evening  an  orchestra  will  perform,  and  pop  ilar 
lectures,  referring  to  fly-fishing,  casting,  baits,  etc., 
will  be  given." 

Full  particulars  of  the  regulations,  etc.,  can  be 
had  of  the  Agent-General  of  Tasmania. 


Sixty  Million  Buffalo  reduced  to  Two  Thousand, 

Ernest  Thompson  Seton,  in  his  article  on  "  The 
American  Bison  or  Buffalo,"  in  the  October 
Scribner.  estimates  that  there  were  once  sixty 
million  buffalo  in  N.  America.  All  that  remains 
are  a  small  herd  of  wild  buffalo  in  Canada  and  a 
few  scattered  protected  herds  in  the  United  States, 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  in  all. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


EOACH  AND  EOACH  FISHING. 

[The  following  notes  on  Roach  and  Roach 
Fishing  are  from  the  late  George 
Bagnell's  "Piscatorial  R.\mbles."] 

The  roach  is  finely  shaped,  and  the  silvery 
scales,  affording  a  pleasing  contrast  to  his  ruby 
fins,  endow  him  with  personal  attractions  which 
very  many  of  his  brethren  of  the  flood  cannot 
boast  of ;  in  fact,  amongst  chub,  bream,  and  other 
dusky  and  sombre-coloured  fish,  he  is  quite  an 
Adonis.  Neither  is  he  quite  deficient  in  courage, 
and  although  denominated  by  the  great  authority, 
Walton,  as  the  "fresh- water  sheep,"  yet  in  some 
months  of  the  year  he  will  rise  boldly  to  the  fly, 
whilst  his  cunning,  under  almost  every  circum- 
stn,nce,  renders  him  in  my  opinion  quite  undeserv- 
ing of  the  imputation  cast  upon  his  character. 

The  fecundity  of  the  female  is  peifectly  sur- 
prising, and,  of  course,  accounts  for  the  immense 
quantities  found  in  all  the  lakes,  rivers,  and  waters 
of  Europe ;  and  it  is  notorious  that  in  some 
localities  the  inhabitants,  disdaining  them  as  food, 
use  them  to  increase  the  fertility  of  the  land,  and 
they  form,  I  believe,  an  efiBcacious  manure  for  that 
purpose. 

Of  all  who  pursue  piscatorial  crusades  against 
the  roach,  London  fishermen  are,  I  believe,  the 
most  dexterous,  as  they  usually  use  the  single  hair, 
and  with  this  kill  large  quantities.  Even  the  very 
young  aspirants  to  the  art  shine  in  this  particular 
fishing;  and  it  will  often  create  surprise  and  elicit 
admiration  to  view  the  ragged  urchin  whipping 
them  out  one  after  the  other  with  his  home-made 
rod  and  tackle,  using  nothing  for  bait  but  a  portion 
of  the  rude  crust  which  perhaps  constitutes  his 
own  and  only  humble  repast. 

As  before  observed,  he  is  a  handsome  fish,  being 
deep,  rather  thin,  and  curving  in  towards  the 
abdomen,  with  arched  back  and  scales  of  silvery 
tint,  inclining  to  yellow,  but  of  a  darker  hue 
towards  the  upper  part.  His  tail  is  somewhat 
forked,  and  his  fins  red,  from  which  circumstance 
I  believe  he  takes  his  name — a  corruption  of  the 
word  rouge.  He  is  gregarious  in  his  habits,  swim- 
ming in  large  shoals,  and  feeding  upon  worms, 
grubs,  herbs,  and  many  kinds  of  water  plants. 
His  flesh  is  very  white  and  firm,  and  although  not 
highly  esteemed  in  England,  is  in  great  request  in 
many  parts  of  Europe. 

Roach  spawn  about  the  middle  of  May,  and  are 
immensely  fruitful ;  when  engaged  in  this  natural 
avocation,  they  seek  the  narrow  and  shallow  parts, 
where  weeds,  grass,  and  aqueous  plants  are  to  be 
met  with,  and  in  such  places  dispose  of  their 
burden,  and  after  an  interval  of  three  or  four  weeks 
they  are  considered  fair  game  for  the  sportsman. 
About  the  months  of  August  and  September,  how- 
ever, he  affords  capital  sport;  being  strong  and  in 
good  condition,  he  will  then  puzzle  the  angler,  as 
he  tackle  is  of  such  slender  description  that 


nicety  and  care  are  requisite  in  landing  him  when 
hooked,  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  out 
of  sight,  and  throw  your  line  noiselessly,  as  his 
timidity  is  so  great  that  although  well  on  feed  he 
shrinks  from  the  threatened  danger,  with  almost 
certain  prescience  of  the  latent  deception.  Has 
the  reader  ever  observed  a  shoal  of  them  in  a 
bright,  clear  stream  ?  If  at  that  time  he  chews  a 
portion  of  bread  and  throws  it  in,  he  will  perceive 
them  greedily  devouring  it,  and  contesting  together 
for  every  morsel ;  their  shining  bodies  and  red  fins, 
glancing  in  various  evolutions,  affording  a  very 
pleasing  picture.  Let  him  bait  a  hook  with  a 
bit  of  paste  and  drop  it  amongst  them,  and  he  will 
discover  that  they  will  closely  inspect  and  sail 
around  it,  allowing  it  to  touch  the  nose,  yet  never 
attempting  to  take  it,  until  one  perchance  more 
daring  and  hungry  than  his  fellows,  in  sheer 
desperation  snatches  at  the  treacherous  snare,  and 
so  meets  his  doom. 

During  the  hot  months  they  are  to  be  found  in 
the  shallows  and  on  gravelly  bottoms  ;  but  as  the 
days  become  colder  they  seek  the  deep,  heavy 
waters,  and  this  is  the  best  time  for  taking  them; 
and  to  effect  the  desired  object  the  following  baits 
will,  I  believe,  be  found  the  most  useful:— For  still 
waters,  when  the  weather  is  hot,  paste,  tinted 
according  to  some  tastes  red ;  but  I  prefer  using 
saffron  until  it  assumes  a  primrose  hue,  and  they 
will  frequently  take  this  when  the  common  bread 
paste  is  refused.  It  is  necessary  in  the  preparation 
to  observe  cleanliness,  as  fish  invariably  object  to 
baits  of  a  dirty  description.    Worms  are  also  in 


that  will  carry  shot  sufficient  to  keep  your  bait 
upon  the  bottom. 

In  pond  fishing,  I  would  ever  advise  the  angler 
to  retain  the  porcupine  quill,  and  bo  sparing  of  his 
shot,  as  the  more  undisturbed  the  water  is  the 
greater  his  chance  of  success. 

The  eye  must  be  keen  and  observant  in  watching 
the  float,  and  the  hand  ever  ready  to  strike  the 
instant  he  bites,  and  with  the  elbow  pressed  closely 
against  the  ribs  or  side,  a  turn  of  the  wrist  will 
secure  him.  In  still  waters  a  tight  line  may  be 
used  with  effect ;  a  cross-stick  is  also  efficacious — 
that  is,  a  piece  of  wood  about  the  size  of  half  a 
lucifer,  fixed  to  your  line  about  eighteen  inches 
from  your  float ;  then  wind  the  line  taut  upon  the 
winch,  so  that  the  crosspiece  comes  up  to  the  top 
ring  of  the  rod,  and  enables  you  to  strike  the  fish 
without  the  risk  of  losing  him  by  having  a 
quantity  of  slack  line. 


MR.  W.  OLDHAM  CHAMBERS. 


In  1875  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fish  Acchraatisa- 
tion  Society  was  formed  with  an  influential  county 
committee,  with  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  (now 
H.M.  the  King)  as  president,  and  Sir  Ed.  Birkbeck, 
chairman.  Mr.  Oldham  Chambers,  who  was 
appointed  hon.  sec,  fitted  up  a  hatching  establish- 
ment at  Lowestoft  and  laid  out  some  nursery  ponds 
in  Norfolk  for  various  breeds  of  indigenous  trout, 
and  many  thousands  were  turned  down  in  the 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk  rivers  with  excellent  results. 


Caudal 
fin 


Pectoral  fin 


Roach  (Lemiscm  rutilus). 
(Showing  the  position  of  tlie  dorsal  fin  directly  over  the  ventral  fln,  and  at  the  same  .listance  from  the  eye.) 


request,  but  I  dislike  them  unless  there  is  a  heavy 
rush  of  water  after  flood-time;  but  gentles  I  think 
the  best  throughout  the  season  for  river  and  pond 
fishing,  for  independently  of  being  tempting  to 
the  prey,  they  retain  hold  of  the  hook  longer  than 
any  other.  When  you  see  them  lurking  amongst 
the  weeds  in  sultry  weather,  a  common  housefly 
submerged  about  an  inch  may  cause  him  to  bite. 

The  great  desideratum  in  roach  float  fishing  is  to 
plumb  the  depth  properly,  as  you  must  let  your 
bait  just  clear  the  bottom ;  but  in  ledger  fishing, 
which  is  a  very  killing  way  in  the  first  part  of  the 
season^  treat  him  similarly  to  barbel,  with  the 
exception  that  your  line  must  be  very  fine  gut  with 
hair  hook,  leaded  in  proportion. 

For  ground- bait  use  bread  and  bran  kneaded 
together  to  the  consistency  of  paste,  and  if  the 
water  is  rapid,  make  them  into  balls,  placing  a 
stone  inside  to  sink  them.  Carrion  gentles  are, 
however,  the  best  at  all  seasons,  mixed  with  clay 
and  bran. 

There  are  two  ways  of  trying  for  roach  ;  if  from 
a  punt,  use  a  short  rod,  either  cane  or  hickory,  gut 
line,  cork  float,  and  hair  hook.  I  always  prefer 
running  tackle  in  punt  fishing,  as  you  may  fall 
across  a  barbel  or  other  denizen  of  the  waters, 
when  it  will  be  found  useful.  Most  Thames  fisher- 
men use  gut  hooks,  but  I  believe  they  would  take 
more  fish  with  hair,  and  have  occasion  to  display 
their  skill  in  a  greater  degree.  For  bank  fishing, 
procure  a  rod  about  twepty-one  feet  long,  a  white 
cane  is  preferable,  a  hair  line  and  hook,  with  a 
patent  quill  or  porcupine  float,  according  to  the 
water.  I  invariably  use  a  quill  from  the  "  fretful 
porcupine,"  but  if  the  water  is  heavy  take  a  float 


Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  conceived  the  idea  of  a 
Fishery  Exhibition  in  connection  with  and  for  the 
benefit  of  this  society,  which  developed  into  the 
National  Fishery  Exhibition,  1881,  formed  unde 
the  co-operation  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of 
Fishmongers,  and  with  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  as 
chairman.  It  was  generally  admitted  that  the 
success  of  this  popular  exhibition  was  in  great 
measure  attributable  to  the  energies  of  the  hon. 
sec.  Shortly  after  the  closing  of  this  exhibition, 
he  was  the  first  to  bring  before  the  notice  of  the 
Court  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  the  advisa- 
bility of  holding  another  upon  a  more  extended 
basis  and  upon  international  lines.  The  result  is 
now  a  matter  of  history. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany, a  large  and  influential  meeting  was  held, 
when  the  National  Fish  Culture  Association  was 
formed,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Marquis  of 
Exeter,  with  Sir  Jas.  Gibson  Maitland,  chairman, 
and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  Oldham  Chambers, 
who  initiated  the  movement,  as  hon.  sees.     ^  , 

During  the  series  of  exhibitions  at  South  Ken- 
sington the  aquasium  was  placed  under  the  charge 
of  this  association,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  was  catered  for  will  long  be  remembered, 
both  as  regards  the  marine  as  well  as  the  fresh- 
water tanks,  in  displaying  five  specimens  of  our 
food-producing  fish. 

Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  took  over  the  supervision 
of  the  fish-culture  establishment  at  Delaford  Park, 
Iver,  Bucks,  the  seat  'of  the  operations  of  the  asso- 
ciation, where  he  hatched  off  several  million  eggs 
of  various  species  of  fish  consigned  from  foreign 
Governments.    These  fish  he  reported  upon  in  due 
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course,  as  to  the  advisability  of  introducing  them 
into  British  waters.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce 
into  this  country  from  America  the  Salmo  irideus, 
or  rainbow  trout,  and,  from  exporimonts  he  con- 
ducted with  this  lovely  fish,  he  saw  from  the  first 
that  it  was  bound  to  occupy  a  leading  position  as 
a  favourite  with  sportsmen  in  this  country,  which 
ojjinion  has  since  been  fully  endorsed  by  others. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  in  supplying  him  daily  with  tuhi 
of  sea-water,  he  was  enabled  to  make  some  valuable 
and  successful  experiments  in  the  artificial  im- 
pregnation and  hatching  of  the  ova  of  sea-fish — • 
notably  those  of  the  cod — with  a  view  of  rejiopu- 
lating  some  of  our  depleted  fishing  grounds  in  the 
North  Sea. 

Before  Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  left  South  Ken- 
sington he  was  resjjonsible  for  some  very  valuable 
experiments  concerning  the  temperature  of  the 
ocean  in  the  vicinity  of  the  spawning  beds,  in  order 
to  see  what  influences  they  have  on  our  food-pro 
ducing  fish  during  the  period   of  reproduction 
The  results  of  these  investigations  were  all  tabu 
lated  and  a  chart  prepared,  but  from  want  of  funds 
they  were  not  jiublished. 

With  the  closing  of  the  South  Kensington  Ex- 
hibitions terminated  the  worlc  of  the  association, 
as  it  was  impossible  to  continue  the  labours  for 
which  it  was  foimded  without  adequate  funds. 

Mr.  Chambers  has  been  a  strong  advocate  for 
the  waste  lands  partially  covered  with  water  (of 
which  there  are  many  thousands  of  acres  in  this 
country)  being  utilised  for  the  growth  of  fish,  thus 
forming  a  valuable  food  adjunct,  as  well  as  affording 
s  lort  to  thousands  of  working-men  anglers. 

When  the  association  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Oldham 
Chambers  resumed  his  profession  as  an  architect, 
and  continued  in  practice  up  till  last  summer,  when 
he  was  attacked  with  Bright's  disease,  and  has  been 
upon  his  back  in  bed  ever  since,  with  the  exception 
of  two  months  in  a  London  hospital  under  an 
eminent  specialist.  He  has  had  to  give  u])  his 
Craven-street  office,  as  there  is  little  or  no  chance 
of  recovery.  His  practice  has  entirely  gone,  and, 
but  for  very  limited  assistance  from  a  son,  it  is 
terrible  to  think  what  the  result  would  bo  in  his 
declining  days. 

If  anyone  who  knows  Mr.  Chambers  and  his 
work  would  care  to  join  in  a  little  fund  for  him 
which  I  am  trying  to  get  up,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  them. — R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing 
Gazelle,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Lon- 
don, E.C. 


BEITISH  COLUMBIA  AS  A  SUMMER 
AND  AUTUMN  EESOET  FOR 
AMERICAN  SPORTSMEN. 


On  Great  Northern  Train  in  Montana,  July 
12. — Editor  Forest  and  Stream. — From  the  summer 
of  1901  until  that  of  1904  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
be  retained  on  some  important  professional  work 
by  the  Government  of  British  Columbia.  This 
engagement  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  take  four 
summer  outings  in  that  country,  and  you  may  be 
sure  that  I  availed  myself  of  it.  This  summer  I 
received  a  call  from  the  City  of  Vancouver  on  some 
similar  work,  and  after  my  iDreliminary  report  was 
finished  and  presented,  I  went  for  ten  or  twelve  days 
to  a  section  of  the  country  new  to  me  to  try  some 
famous  trout  fishing. 

Previously  I  had  fished  the  waters  of  Lac  La 
Hache  and  of  the  stream  discharging  it,  both  above 
and  below  Williams  Lake,  the  Horsefly  river,  Horse- 
fly Creek,  Horsefly  Lake  and  the  unnamed  little 
lake  just  below  it,  Quesnel  Lake,  Quesnel  river, 
Buonaparte  river  and  Lake  Hihiume.  I  visited 
Lac  La  Hache  at  a  bad  time  for  fishing — namely, 
during  the  month  of  July,  consequently  was  not 
successful  there  ;  but  in  the  stream  below  I  found 
plenty  of  small  trout  and  about  as  many  chub. 
The  latter  strike  like  the  trout,  but  have  no  fight- 
ing qualities. 

In  the  stream  below  Williams  Lake  the  fislung 
was  better,  the  trout  being  larger  with  fewer  chub  ; 
but  the  sport  there  was  merely  ordinary. 

The  first  year  I  tried  the  Horsefly  river  I  had 
wonderful  luck,  my  companion  and  I  on  the  first 
day  catcliing  eighty-four  rainbow  trout,  weighing 
fully  601b.,  the  largest  tipping  the  scale  at  3flb. 
On  the  two  following  days  we  fished  both  above 
and  below  Harper's  Camp,  filling  our  baskets. 
Then  we  drove  over  to  Horsefly  Lake,  where  we 
took  most  of  our  fish  by  trolling,  consequently  the 


sport  was  not  as  good  as  that  in  the  river.  In  Horse- 
fly Creek,  which  discharges  Horsefly  Lake  through 
a  small  lake  into  Horsefly  river,  we  found  fair 
fly-fishing,  but  did  not  go  far  below  the  little  lake, 
hence  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  sport  there  ;  but  the 
trolling  in  the  little  lake  was  very  good. 

One  morning  while  I  was  fishing  there  my  com- 
panion left  me  and  returned  to  the  big  lake,  cotning 
back  in  about  iin  hour  and  a  half  with  two  lake  trout 
M'eighing  respectively  Clb.  and  71b.,  which  he  had 
taken  with  a  large  sjioon  trolled  slowly  at  a  depth 
of  100ft.  I  went  back  with  him  and  tried  for  more, 
but  we  got  none.  The  next  year,  however,  I  took 
one  there,  weighing  81b.,  with  a  wire  line  in  200ft. 
of  water.  Such  fishing,  though,  is  rather  tame 
sport.  It  is  said  that  about  the  end  of  Sejitember 
and  beginning  of  October,  when  the  water  gets  cold, 
these  lake  trout  come  to  the  surface  and  afford 
excellent  sport  by  trolling  or  spoon  casting.  It  is 
possible  that  they  will  then  take  the  fly  also  ;  but 
I  never  heard  that  anyone  has  thus  tried  them. 
They  run  large,  some  of  them  exceeding  201b.  in 
weight. 

My  companion  had  to  leave  mo  to  attend  to 
some  work,  agreeing  to  meet  me  on  a  certain  date 
at  the  150-.Mile  House  of  the  Caribou  Road.  Mean- 
while, with  an  oarsman  as  companion,  I  took  a 
waggon  to  Patineaude's  Ranch,  some  ten  or  twelve 
miles  up  the  Horsefly  river  from  Harper's  Camp, 
and  launched  our  canvas  boat  just  above  the  big 
log- jam  at  his  place,  rowing  upstream  until  the 
water  became  too  s-wdft,  then  poling.  'Wc  must 
have  travelled  thus  fully  twenty  miles  up  to  the 
mouth  of  Black  Creek,  which  was  practically  the 
head  of  navigation  for  our  boat,  for  some  two 
miles  further  up  were  the  falls,  with  a  continuation 
of  bad  rajiids  between.  During  the  three  or  four 
days  that  this  journey  occupied  I  had  excellent 
sport,  one  day  catching  fifty  trout  that  weighed  an 
even  501b..  the  largest  reaching  a  few  ounces  over 
31b.,  but  I  hung  and  failed  to  land  two  or  three 
that  certainly  exceeded  41b.  in  weight.  This  was 
mainly  because  I  used  three  flies  to  the  cast,  for 
soon  after  hooking  a  big  one,  other  trout  would 
take  the  remaining  flies.  Sometimes  I  would  land 
all  three,  but  generally  one  or  two  got  away,  and 
several  times  I  lost  the  whole  cast. 

I  well  remember  one  occasion  of  this  kind.  It  was 
when  we  reached  the  mouth  of  Black  Creek  and  just 
before  we  started  on  the  return  trip.  A  very  large 
trout  jumped  2ft.  or  3ft.  above  the  water  in  the 
swift  current  alongside  of  the  still  water  of  Black 
Cieek.  I  immediately  began  to  cast  across  the 
swift  water  as  the  boatman  moved  the  boat  slowly 
in  the  still  water  towards  the  place  where  the  fish 
had  leaped.  As  soon  as  my  flies  reached  the  spot 
the  big  fellow  took  the  tail  one,  and  gave  me  an 
exciting  experience  for  about  a  minute  by  jumj)ing 
several  times  clear  of  the  water  ;  then  a  little  fish 
took  one  of  the  other  flies.  I  held  the  pair  in  the 
swift  water  for  possibly  another  minute,  when  the 
big  one  broke  away,  much  to  my  disgust.  How- 
ever, I  succeeded  in  landing  the  Uttle  one,  which 
weighed  2^1b. 

The  most  successful  fly  for  this  river  I  found  to  be 
the  Zulu,  a  black  hackle  with  a  red  tail  ;  but  in 
truth  the  trout  there  were  so  unsophisticated  as  to 
take  readily  almost  any  fly. 

The  next  year  (1903),  accomi^anied  by  my  son 
Leonard,  I  went  to  Harper's  Camj)  and  fished  there 
for  two  days,  going  upstream  some  six  or  seven 
miles.  We  had  fair  sport  the  first  day,  but  poor  the 
second,  showing  that  we  had  fished  out  the  pools. 
Then  we  tried  Horsefly  Lake  and  the  httle  lake 
below,  but  the  fislung  was  rather  unsatisfactory, 
consequently,  after  two  or  three  days,  we  returned 
to  Harper's,  and  from  there  took  waggon  to  Pati- 
neaude's, and  went  upstream  to  the  mouth  of 
Black  Creek.  We  caught  on  this  trip  bai'ely  enough 
trout  for  the  frying-pan. 

On  our  way  cIo-hti  the  Caiibou  river  we  stoj^ped 
at  the  19-Mile  House,  and  met  an  Indian  -wdtli  six 
horses,  whom  we  had  engaged  by  wire  to  take  us 
up  the  mountains  to  Lake  Hiliiume.  The  ride 
involved"  a  distance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles, 
and  a  chmb  of  fully  3500ft.,  for  we  reached  an 
elevation  of  over  5000ft.,  that  of  the  lake  being 
4500ft.  Here  we  got  all  the  fishing  anyone  could 
desire,  taking  from  601b.  to  801b.  per  day  on  one 
rod,  one  of  us  fisliing  and  the  other  handUng  the 
boat.  We  stayed  at  the  lake  only  a  few  days,  as  the 
time  limit  set  for  our  outing  had  about  expired. 

The  next  year  (1904),  after  attending  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Eraser  River  Bridge  at  New  West- 
minster, my  brother-in-law,  his  \vife  and  I,  accom- 


panied pai  t  way  by  a  friend,  set  out  for  Harper's 
Camp,  from  which  place  in  response  to  a  telegram 
I  had  received  word  that  the  "  water  was  low,  the 
weather  lovely,  and  the  fishing  fine."  We  found 
the  conditions  d(!cid(!diy  otherwise,  for  the  water 
was  at  m<!dium  stage,  the  weather  cold  and  rainy, 
and  the  fishing  practically  nil.  Moreover,  the 
entire  place  was  just  beginning  to  recover  from  the 
effects  of  a  prolonged  jamboree.  It  seems  that 
some  of  the  miners  had  "  struck  it  rich,"  and  had 
been  setting  up  for  tlie  crowd.  One  day's  stay, 
consequently,  sufficed  us  ;  then  we  started  down 
the  river  for  Quesnel  Lake,  my  brother-in-law  and 
his  wife  by  trail,  and  the  boatman  and  I  in  our  two 
little  canvas  boats  with  most  of  the  luggage.  This 
part  of  the  tiip  gave  mc  the  experience  of  my  life, 
as  the  river  for  many  miles  was  a  continuous  suc- 
cession of  rapids.  It  had  been  run  by  boat  only 
two  or  three  times  before,  hence  the  information 
obtainable  about  the  rajiids  was  decidedly  meagre. 
In  two  places  wo  got  out  and  let  the  boats  down 
by  ropes  ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  we  could  safely 
have  shot  every  rajiid. 

We  reached  Quesnel  Lake  before  dark,  wet 
through,  tired  and  hungry,  for  it  had  rained  off 
and  on  all  day.  We  camped  in  a  deserted  Chinese 
hut,  which  we  cleaned  out  and  built  a  fii-e  in,  so 
as  to  have  at  least  a  small  amount  of  comfort  for 
our  friends  upon  their  arrival,  which  took  place 
a  little  after  .dark.  When  my  sister  -  in  -  law 
reached  camp,  she  stated  that  she  had  never 
before  really  aiij)reciated  what  true  comfort  was  ; 
and  the  jorum  of  hot  whisky  punch  which  I  served 
upon  their  arrival  put  new  heart  into  us  all. 

We  remained  there  throe  or  four  days,  although 
the  fishing  was  poor,  enjoying  the  fine  weather, 
which  set  in  next  day,  and  the  )nagnificcnt  scenery. 
My  sister-in-law,  who  has  travelled  through  Switzer- 
land, stated  that  .she  has  seen  nothing  there  to  equal 
it.  SurrouncUng  the  lake,  which  is  beautifully 
clear  and  blue,  are  high,  steej)  hills,  and  bey(md  these 
are  the  snow-covered  mountains.  The  lake  is  larg(5, 
and  at  times  it  is  stormy,  but  we,  fortunately,  e.:- 
perienced  no  foul  weather  there. 

Starting  early  one  morning  we  rowed  to  the  foot 
of  the  lake,  arriving  there  before  nightfall.  There 
we  remained  several  days,  catching  but  few  fish, 
as  we  were  two  weeks  too  early  for  the  run  in  the 
river.  However,  we  got  some  fine  one.s,  one  rain- 
bow trout  weighing  5Jlb.,  a  Dolly  Varden  4|lb.,  and 
several  lake  trout  over  51b.  I  neglected  to  say  that 
we  caught  a  number  of  lake  trout  in  Quesnel  Lake 
by  trolling  not  far  below  the  surface,  one  of  them 
weighing  111b.  and  another  91b. 

On  our  way  south  wo  apent  a  day  at  Bullion,  the 
noted  placer  mining  camp,  and  %\  ere  most  hospitably 
entertained  there  by  Mr.  Hobson,  the  manager  of 
the  mine,  and  his  wife.  At  their  residence  we  found 
all  the  comforts  of  civilisation,  including  hot  and 
cold  water  baths,  electric  hghts,  spring  Iamb,  and 
fresh  vegetables  and  fruits  groM-n  in  their  own 
garden — all  these  in  the  wilderness  but  little  south 
of  53  degrees  parallel  of  latitude.  The  mining 
oj)erations,  which  are  on  a  gigantic  scal(%  are  a  sight 
well  worth  seeing — and  we  saw  everything  there  was. 

On  our  way  back  to  the  150-Mile  House,  wc 
stojjped  at  a  large  lake  that  is  noted  for  its  fisliing 
at  certain  times  of  the  year  ;  but  the  ^v•ate^  was 
warm,  and  not  a  fish  would  strike,  although  I  tried 
them  in  every  way  I  could  think  of. 

From  the  150-Mile  House  I  telegraphed  for  Indians 
with  their  horses  to  meet  us  at  the  lO-lMile  House, 
but  on  arriving  there  failed  to  find  them  ;  conse- 
quently, leaving  my  relations  at  the  21-.Mile  House, 
I  j)ushed  on  to  Ashcroft,  where  I  found  that  my 
instructions  had  not  been  complied  with.  I  im- 
mediately ^nred  back  to  t^hnton  and  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  well-known  guide,  Mr.  Peai'son,  to 
meet  us  at  the  19-Mile  House,  some  two  days  later. 
Returning,  I  spent  the  niglit  at  the  19-Mile  House, 
and  for  two  days  fished  the  Buonaparte  ri\  er  for 
small  trout  that  averaged  about  four  to  the  pound. 
There  was  no  trouble  in  getting  sixty  fish  per  rod 
per  day,  but  the  s2)ort  was  rather  tame. 

Mr.  Pearson,  with  his  assistant  and  ten  lioi-se,-', 
arrived  about  noon,  and  we  soon  made  a  start  for 
Loon  Lake,  across  a  moiuitain  range,  arri\  iiig  there 
before  dark,  and  camping  in  the  open.  The  scenery 
along  this  route  is  extremely  fine,  the  forest  being 
so  open  that  one  could  easily  see  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
through  it,  imderbrush  being  conspicuous  by  its 
absence. 

At  Loon  Lake  we  found  the  moimtainside  across 
the  water  ablaze  ;  and  it  made  a  magnificent  sight 
after  nightfall.    Unfortunately,  the  fire  lay  cUrectly 
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in  our  path,  but  next  day  we  were  able  to  work 
around  it,  although  many  fallen  trees  along  the  trail 
M'cre  still  burning. 

A  few  miles'  journey  took  us  beyond  the  fire 
region,  and  early  in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at 
Lake  Hihiume,  where  we  soon  put  together  one  of 
the  two  canvas  boats,  so  as  to  secure  a  mess  of  fish 
for  dinner.  I  rowed,  and  Mrs.  E.  trolled  two  flies, 
catching  seventeen  beauties  in  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  They  averaged  in  weight  IHb.,  none  being 
much  hea\'ier  than  21b.  The  largest  fish  that  I  have 
taken  in  that  lake  weighed  only  2ilb.,  and  the  daily 
average  ran  from  1  lb.  2oz.  to  lib.  8oz.,  the  finer 
the  weather  the  lower  being  the  average. 

At  tills  lake  wo  spent  three  or  four  days  very 
pleasantly,  then  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  went  to  the  21-Mile 
House,  leaving  me  to  take  two  days'  sport  alone, 
\\-hich  I  certainly  did,  for  one  morning  in  four  hours 
I  caught  by  casting  forty  rainbow  trout  that 
weighed  601b.  This  round  trip  from  New  West- 
minster occupied  just  thirty-one  days,  and  aU  of 
us  enjoyed  it  thoioughly,  not\nthstanding  the  fact 
that  the  fishing  a  good  part  of  the  time  was  dis- 
appomting. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  urged  the  Premier, 
the  Chief  Commissioner  of  Lands  and  Works,  the 
Fish  Commissioner  and  other  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  stock  ■nith  trout  all  lakes  in  the  Province 
that  do  not  already  contain  them,  especially  those 
along  the  Caribou  Road  ;  but  as  yet  nothiiig  has 
been  done  in  this  line.  The  result  would  be  that  in 
a  few  years  there  ■nould  be  hxmdreds  of  small  lakes 
filled  -nith  gamy  trout,  and  the  Province  in  summer 
would  be  overrun  Mith  American  fishermen,  whose 
expenditures  of  cash  there  would  add  greatly  to  the 
income  of  the  inhabitants.  As  it  is,  there  are  a 
great  many  good  fisliing  lakes,  but  they  are  scattered 
and  often  rather  remote  from  the  routes  of  travel. 
1*^  This  year,  having  no  time  to  spare,  1  had  a  friend 
making  inquiries  by  -udre  concerning  the  fishing  at 
half  a  dozen  resorts,  and  chose  from  the  resulting 
rephes  Fish  Lake,  wliich  lies  about  twenty-three 
miles  south  of  Kamloops.  The  choice  proved  to 
be  a  most  fortimate  one,  as  the  subsequent  notes 
taked  from  my  diary  v.ill  prove.  TTnfortunately, 
I  was  overpersuaded  by  some  friends  to  try  first  the 
fishing  in  the  Thompson  river  at  Savonas,  and  lost 
a  whole  day  in  consequence,  catching  only  one  httle 
trout.  To  console  me  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
told  me  of  an  immense  catch  of  fourteen  made  in 
one  day  two  weeks  previously  by  a  gentleman  from 
Vancouver.  This  tale  decided  me  to  take  the  first 
train  for  Fish  Lake,  where  I  had  been  assured  that 
I  would  find  good  sport. 

Before  lea\ing  Vancouver,  I  was  so  fortunate  as 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  an  eldei'ly  gentleman, 
Mr.  A.,  who  desired  a  fishing  companion  for  a  few 
days.  I  found  that  m  spite  of  his  seventy-seven 
years  he  was  a  "  dead-game  sport,"  for  he  fished 
faithfully  at  Savonas,  where  the  conditions  were 
strenuous  for  even  a  young  man. 

On  the  evening  of  June  24,  we  arrived  at  Kam- 
looi^s,  and  at  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  started 
by  waggon  for  Fish  Lake,  and  made  the  twenty- 
three  miles  in  four  hours  and  fifteen  minutes.  The 
road  was  good,  but  involved  a  climb  of  some  3000ft., 
the  elevation  of  Fish  Lake  being  4100ft.  above 
sea  level. 

On  the  way,  Mr.  A.  pointed  out  to  me  a  pair  of 
extremely  rare  birds,  named  "  Clark's  crow."  One 
of  them  flew  across  the  road  just  ahead  9i  the 
waggon,  hence  I  got  a  good  view  of  it.  It  appeared 
to  be  about  half  the  size  of  the  ordinary  crow,  or 
about  as  big  as  the  "  crow  blackbird  "  (and  its 
breast  was  of  a  dull  red  colour,  which  extended  well 
back  beneath  toward  the  tail).  Probably  the  one 
I  saw  so  plainly  was  the  male  IMrd.  The  other  was 
some  forty  yards  away,  and  in  consequence  I  could 
not  see  it  chstinctly.  We  found  Fish  Lake  to  be 
an  ideal  spot,  and  the  conditions  for  an  outing  there 
simply  perfect. — J.  A.  L.  Waddell,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Fishing  with  Explosives. 
At  Tamworth,  James  Allsopp,  John  Davis  (the 
younger),  and  Alfred  McDermott,  miners,  were  fined 
£1  each,  inclusive,  for  having  on  Sept.  1  used  an 
explosive  called  bellite  to  destroy  fish  in  the  River 
Anker  at  Alvecote.  The  prosecution  was  brought 
by  the  Birmingham  Heath  Fishing  Club,  who  rent 
the  water.  From  the  evidence  it  transpired  that  the 
shot  was  fired  in  the  early  morning  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fish  destroyed. 


THE   LING,   HAKE,  &c. 
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(Continued  from  page  199.) 

The  hng,  as  its  name  implies,  has  a  long  form  of 
body,  and  is  a  very  voracious  fish.  As  an  instance 
of  its  voracity,  I  may  mention  I  knew  of  one  being 
taken  through  swallowing  a  fine  red  mullet  and  a 
portion  of  the  trammel-net  in  which  it  had  become 
entangled,  as  the  net  became  hooked  over  the  large 
teeth  of  the  ling,  which  was  consequently  unable  to 
free  itself.  They  are  chiefly  caught  amongst  the 
cod,  as  they  will  take  the  same  baits,  and  are  found 
on  the  same  fishing-grounds  in  the  North  Sea,  off 
the  Irish  coasts,  etc.  Numbers  are  also  taken  on 
certain  groimds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Scilly  Isles, 
and  are  split,  salted,  and  dried  for  winter  consump- 
tion, for  which  they  are  well  calculated,  being  fine 
thick  fish  and  taking  salt  well.  They  are  sometimes 
caught  on  a  whiting-Une,  attain  nearly  5ft.  in  length, 
and  in  common  with  cod  are  often  found  in  a  puff- 
blown  or  distended  state,  floating,  either  dead  or 
dying.  The  liver  of  a  good  ling  is  large  and  white, 
and  much  oil  may  be  melted  out  of  it  over  a  slow 


The  Hake. 

{Merlucius  vulgaris.) 

The  hake  is  a  fish  which  of  late  years  has  risen 
into  repute,  and  large  quantities  are  sent  by  railway 
from  Plymouth  and  Brixham  to  the  London,  Bath, 
Bristol,  and  other  markets  ;  it  is  taken  both  by  the 
trawl-net  and  by  hook  and  line. 

The  drift-fishing  for  pilchards  and  hooking  for 
hake  usually  proceed  at  the  same  time,  and  are 
managed  in  the  following  manner :  the  ))ilchard 
nets  having  been  shot  out  in  a  straight  hno,  the 
boat  is  made  fast  to  the  last  net  and  drifts  along 
with  the  tide  ;  the  lines,  four  or  five  in  number,  are 
then  put  out  baited  with  fresh  pilchards.  Hake 
vary  in  size  from  51b.  or  6lb.  to  121b.  in  weight, 
and  large  hooks  and  strong  tackle  are  therefore 
necessary  ;  the  hooks  are  not  less  than  2in.  from 
point  to  shank,  with  Sin.  shanks,  having  an  eye  at 
the  top.  Their  sharp  and  huge  teeth  would  soon 
cut  through  the  snood  of  a  short-shanked  hook. 
Pilchard  is  considered  the  best  bait,  but  they  will 
also  take  a  piece  of  whiting,  mackerel,  or  other 
fresh  fish.  Before  the  pilchard  season  commences 
it  is  the  custom  to  fish  for  them  at  anchor,  but  the 
success  is  not  usually  so  great  as  when  di-ifting 
with  the  pilchard  nets. 

Haking,  as  it  is  called,  is  always  practised  at 


Pilchard  bait  fob  Hake,  Cod,  oh  Congeb. 


fire  ;  when  in  poor  condition  the  liver  is  red  and 
afl'ords  no  oil.  The  fish  should  carry  its  thickness 
well  down  to  the  tail. 

The  Sea-Loach  or  Rock- Ling- 

(Mustela  vulgaris) 
is  a  small  fish  from  6in.  to  ISin.  long,  mottled  Over 
with  spots.  There  are  three  kinds,  grey,  red,  and 
black.  The  smaller  frequent  rock- pools,  and  may 
be  taken  with  rod,  lino,  and  a  small  hook  baited 
with  the  soft  part  of  a  limpet ;  the  larger  are  some- 
times caught  when  ground-fishing.  They  are  best 
fried.  This  fish  is  useful  as  a  living  bait  for  bass 
with  the  angling  rod. 

The  Haddock. 

{Morrhua  wgle/inus.) 
The  average  size  of  the  haddock  is  not  more 
than  21b.  or  31b.,  although  they  occasionally  reach 
81b.  or  101b.  They  are  very  numerous  along  the 
eastern  coast  of  Great  Britain,  but  some  are  found 
in  all  the  British  waters.  Scarborough,  with  other 
fishing  towns  on  the  east  coast,  sends  numbers  to 
the  London  market,  and  the  coast  of  Scotland  is 
even  more  prohfic  of  this  fish,  where  they  are  salted 
and  smoked  for  exportation,  and  have  of  late  years 
obtained  a  high  repute,  a  "  Finnan  haddie  "  (so 
called  from  a  village  of  that  name)  being  considered 
quite  a  delicacy.  Use  the  same  tackle  and  baits  as 
for  silver-whiting,  such  as  mussels,  lugs,  mackerel, 
fresh  herring,  or  pilchard  :  in  the  West  of  England, 
off  Plymouth,  etc.,  a  piece  of  squid  or  cuttle-fish, 
with  a  large  mussel  on  the  point  of  the  hook,  is 
considered  the  best  bait  for  haddock.  Many  are 
caught  amongst  other  fish  in  the  trawl,  and  also 
with  spillers  or  long  lines.  Size  of  hooks  Nos.  8  and  9. 


night,  for  they  do  not  feed  well  dm'ing  the  day.  I 
have  known  as  many  as  fifty  dozen  hake  and  5000 
pilchards  taken  in  one  night  by  one  boat,  with  a 
crew  of  three  or  four  men  and  a  boy. 

To  bait  with  a  pilchard,  enter  the  hook  plose  to 
the  tail  and  bring  it  out  the  other  side,  then  pass 
the  hook  through  the  second  time,  as  shown  in  the 
illustration.  Half  a  small  mackerel  or  whiting  is 
also  often  used.  For  hake  or  conger  fishing  a  stout 
trurfcheon,  like  a  pohceman's  staff,  should  be  pro- 
vided, made  out  of  a  piece  of  heavy  wood,  to  stun 
the  fish  with  a  smart  blow  or  two  behind  the  head, 
without  which  it  is  difficult  to  hold  them.  This 
will  also  serve  as  a  disgorger. 

Use  the  boat-shaped  sinkers  as  for  whiting,  |lb. 
leads  aft,  IJlb.  amidships,  and  31b.  forward  if  you 
use  six  lines,  but  four  are  mostly  sufficient  when 
drifting.  If  at  anchor,  heavier  leads  may  be 
required. 

You  try  first  at  the  bottom,  then  a  few  fathoms 
higher,  then  shallower  still,  until  you  meet  with- 
the  fish,  as  they  are  not  always  at  the  bottom,  but 
swim  at  various  depths,  following  the  shoals  of 
pilchards,  sjirats,  etc.,  on  which  they  feed. 

The  length  of  line  from  the  load  to  the  hook  is 
usually  three  fathoms,  and  the  hake  will  sometimes 
come  so  near  to  the  surface  of  the  water  that  they 
are  taken  whilst  holding  the  lead  in  the  hand. 
The  hake  is  said  to  abound  on  the  coast  of  Ireland, 
particularly  off  Waterford  and  Galway.  This  is  so 
good  a  fish  that  it  is  scarce  possible  to  cook  it  amiss  : 
it  is  excellent  in  steaks  or  baked  upon  potatoes  ; 
the  backbone  having  been  removed,  and  the  fish 
larded  with  strips  of  fat  bacon,  with  plain  salt  and 
pepper  seasoning. 

The  ham  and  bacon  factors  of  Plymouth  smoke 
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a  great  many  hake,  and  although  not  equal  to 
palmon  thus  prepared,  they  are  a  very  palatable 
breakfast  fish. 

Very  largo  pollack  are  caught  whilst  baking. 

Hake-fishing  has  very  much  deteriorated  on  the 
S.W.  coast  of  England  during  the  last  twenty  years. 

The  Sole. 

{Solea  vulgaris.) 

This  excellent  fish  is  generally  taken  with  the 
trawl  net,  but  is  sometimes  caught  with  the  hook. 
A  trot  or  spiller,  as  recommended  for  dabs,  is 
suitable  for  this  work,  and  the  baits  lug  or  rag- 
worms  ;  they  feed  best  in  the  night. 

Soles  are  also  often  taken  in  a  trammel  net. 

The  sole,  in  common  with  other  flatfish,  frequents 
the  sandy  and  oozy  bottoms  of  our  coasts,  and  is 
taken  also  in  the  various  tidal  rivers  whilst  of  a 
very  small  size,  especially  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
River  Exe,  by  seine-nets.  I  have  seen  soles  thus 
caught  not  more  than  6in.  in  length,  which  from 
their  small  size  are  locally  called  tongues,  and  are 
sold  in  quantities  at  times  by  the  fish-hawkers. 
At  night  in  the  open  sea  the  fish  frequent  the 
shore,  and,  when  the  wind  is  strong  enough  off  the 
land  for  their  purpose,  trawling  vessels  scrape  the 
coast  line  to  the  prejudice  of  the  fishery  in  general. 
It  has  always  been  considered  that  the  bays  and 
shores  are  the  nurseries  of  the  smaller  fish,  which 
therefore  should  remain  undisturbed  by  trawl  nets, 
whose  proper  sphere  of  operations  is  the  offing,  but 
who  worked  the  shores  whenever  favoiu-able  cir- 
cumstances rendered  it  worth  their  while  so  to  do. 
The  greater  part  of  the  fish  supply  of  Plymouth 
having  been  caught  in  sight  of  my  residence  on  the 
confines  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  I  have  had  con- 
stant opportunities  of  seeing,  from  the  cliffs  as  well 
as  from  the  sea,  these  operations  in  progress  amongst 
the  passing  vessels.  That  the  shallows  of  the  shore 
are  the  nurseries  of  the  small  fish  is  constantly 
proved  by  the  quantity  of  small  plaice,  soles, 
turbot,  etc.,  caught  when  shrimping  in  the  sand- 
jjools  on  every  strand.  I  have  taken  numbers 
myself  in  these  situations,  allowing  them  to  escape 
by  inverting  the  net.  In  a  trawl  this  is  impossible, 
as  it  is  dragged  long  distances,  and  the  fish  are  killed, 
the  whole  mass  not  unfrequently  being  churned  up, 
so  to  speak,  into  a  kind  of  paste.  The  destructidn 
formerly  permitted  in  this  way  was  something 
frightful  to  contemplate,  and  much  was  caught  and 
sold  as  manure  which,  if  allowed  to  live  and  grow, 
would  tend  to  make  up  for  the  destruction  of  fish- 
life  always  in  progress. 

The  destruction  in  river-seining  has  also  been 
great,  as  it  is  the  habit  to  capsize  the  bunt  of  the 
net,  and  leave  quantities  of  young  fish  to  die  in  the 
sun.  Restrictions  as  to  inshore  trawling  have  been 
made  on  many  parts  of  the  coast,  and  as  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  coast  of  England  has  been  com- 
prehended in  fishery  districts,  much  benefit  to  the 
fisheries  may  be  expected,  particularly  in  connection 
with  the  diSerent  kinds  of  flatfish,  which  are  very 
important  as  a  supply  of  fish  food. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  SEASON  IN  THE  NOKTH. 


tidals  for  the  sweet  waters  above,  and  all  day 
Saturday  they  continued  to  run,  forming  a  fine 
spectacle  as  they  splashed  and  tumbled  in  crossing 
over  the  garths  and  negotiating  the .  shallows. 
Several  fine  salmon  have  been  got  on  the  Park 
water  by  M.  Riviere,  and  on  the  Gulter  by  Sir  John 
Ketchwick  and  others.  Every  tide  now  will  add  to 
the  number  running  their  pools,  and  so  far  as  the 
Dee  is  concerned,  the  back-end  season  is  now  well 
assured. 

The  Spey  has  been  better  favoured  with  waters 
than  most  other  rivers  in  the  North,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence, good  sport  is  now  the  order  of  the  day 
as  far  up  as  Craigellachie,  while  the  Duko  of  Rich- 
mond's party  will  now  fish  right  on  to  the  end, 
and  be  certain  of  a  good  time  of  it.  His  Majesty 
the  King  is  to  be  the  guest  of  Mrs.  Sassoon,  at 
Tulchan  Lodge,  this  week,  on  his  way  North  to 
Balmoral,  and  will  shoot  the  moors  there  and  at 
Castle  Grant.  G.  M. 


With  the  approach  of  the  autumn  floods,  the 
prospects  of  the  back-end  season  in  the  North  have 
been  greatly  enhanced,  and  from  now  on  to  the 
close  of  the  season  sport  should  be  fairly  rife.  The 
Tay,  the  Dee,  and  the  Spey  have  all  been  increasing 
in  volume  during  the  past  week,  and  especially 
during  the  latter  half  of  it,  while  the  Deveron, 
Don,  and  kindred  streams,  which  have  shorter 
courses  and  flow  through  flatter  groimds,  will  have 
their  turn  next.  The  ground  has  been  thoroughly 
saturated  all  along  the  various  watercourses,  and 
every  shower  now  tells  which  falls  among  the  hills. 

Besides  the  influx  of  fresh-run  fish  to  the  middle 
and  lower  pools,  the  movement  of  the  waters  gives  a 
fresh  stimiilus  to  the  fish  already  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  the  rise  of  even  a  couple  of  inches  or 
so  sends  the  fish  farther  and  farther  onward  in  their 
inland  jouvney. 

The  Invercauld  party  with  Captain  Beatty  are 
getting  good  sport,  while  the  reaches  at  Balmoral 
are  also  yielding  several  fish  daily  to  the  various 
rods  which  are  now  in  the  vicinity  of  the  King's 
Highland  home,  including  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Sir 
Dighton  Probyn,  Lord  KnoUys,  Colonel  Cust,  and 
others. 

With  the  rise  of  half  a  foot  on  the  Dee  on  Fiiday 
night  (Sept.  14),  a  heavy  head  of  salmon  left  the 


HIS  MAJESTY  AS  AN  ANGLEE. 


WILL  WILLIAM  BE  PRESIDENT? 


King  Edwabd  asks  Me.  Beyan  a  Straight  One. 

— New  York  Press. 


LOUGH  COEEIB. 

PIKE  NETTING  OPERATIONS  IN  1906. 

Permissiok  having  been  obtained  as  iLsual  from 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  (Fisheries  Branch) 
and  the  Board  of  Conservators  Galway  District  to 
net  pike  during  the  spa-wning  season  of  1906, 
operations  were  begun  at  the  end  of  February,  and 
continued  up  to  end  of  April. 

The  work  was  carried  out  by  two  inspectors 
belonging  to  the  Corrib  Fisheries  Association,  and 
by  a  third  inspector  employed  jointly  by  the  Board 
of  Conservators  and  the  association,  aU  three 
inspectors  working  under  the  general  supervision  of 
the  hon.  secretary  C.F.A. 

One  inspector,  assisted  by  a  bailiff  employed  by 
private  agency,  worked  along  the  south  and  west 
shores  of  the  lake  as  far  as  Maam,  and  from 
Feb.  26  to  May  1  netted  239  pike,  weighing  23951b 
at  a  cost  of  £1  15s.  9d. 

The  second  inspector  worked  along  the  east 
shore  and  part  of  the  nortli  shore  as  far  as  Cong, 
and  from  Feb.  28  to  March  31  netted  eighty  pike, 
weighing  6451b.,  at  a  cost  of  £1  8s. 

The  tliird  inspector,  assisted  by  his  son,  a  water- 
baihff,  from  March  31  to  April  26,  worked  along  the 
north  shore  of  the  lake  from  Cong  to  Doou,  and 
netted  sixty-eight  pike,  weighing  6441b.,  no  extra 
cost  being  incurred. 

The  total  result  of  the  operations  for  the  year 
has  been  387  pike,  weighing  36851b.,  at  a  total  cost 
of  £4  lis.  5d.,  which  includes  £1  7s.  6d.  cost  of 
repairs  to  nets,  etc. — the  average  cost  per  pound 
of  pike  killed  being  a  little  over  one  farthing. 

The  above  is  a  considerable  improvement  on 
the  operations  carried  out  last  year  under  the 
inspectors,  when  only  120  pike,  weighing  1156ib., 
were  killed  at  an  average  cost  per  poimd  of  about 
one  penny 


It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  owing  to  want  of  funds, 
the  association  was  unablo  this  year  to  offer  a 
reward  for  the  destruction  of  pike  by  fishermen  and 
people  residing  along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  the 
offer  of  which  last  year  resulted  in  adding  to  the 
bag  936  pike,  weighing  73521b.,  at  a  cost  of 
£25  7s.  lOd.  ScROPK  B.  Doig, 

Hon.  Sec.  Corrib  Fisheries  Association. 
Oughterard. 


WHEEE  THE  HUMBEE*  FLOWS. 

'Tis  where  the   Marble  Mountain  in  majestic 
grandeur  reigns, 
With  his  shimmermg  crown  of  sunlit  vernal 
snows. 

Where  the  bosky  woodland  verdure  carpets  all 
the  sylvan  plains, 
'Tis  there  serene  the  lordly  Humber  flows. 

'Tis  there  the  kingly  salmon  through  the  drowsy 
summer  day 
Disport  in  glee  amid  the  steadies  deep. 
In  the  limpid,  living  waters,  how  they  breach 
and  leap  and  play. 
While  the  eddies  onward,  seaward,  grandly 
sweep. 

There  the  angler  realises  the  serenest  earthly  joy. 

As  from  the  reel  his  line  swift  singing  goes. 
Like  gleams  of  glinting  silver,  crazy  fish  flash 
round  his  fly. 
While  all  serene  the  lordly  Humber  flows. 

And  the  Ouananiche  and  sea-trout,  and  the  brook 
trout  gambol  there. 
And  song  birds  fill  with  melody  the  glades ; 
And  dark  dells  aglow  with  fragrant  bloom,  per- 
fume the  vibrant  air, 
While  the  westering  sun  limns  in  the  light  and 
shades. 

There    the    snow-crown    on   the    mountain  all 
asparkle  in  the  light. 
And  the  woods  their  gorgeous  vesture  there 
disclose. 

With  their  green  and  golden  bannerets  they  make 
a  brilliant  sight. 
While  all  serene  the  lordly  Humber  flows. 

Were  it  given  me  my  fate  to  shape  ere  nearing 
life's  release. 
On    thy  pleasant   slopes,    fair  Humber,  my 
abiding  place  I'd  set. 
And  in  nature's  sweet  communion  I  would  seek 
content  and  peace. 
By  all  the  world  forgotten  I  would  all  the  world 
forget. 

That  my  life  would  glide  as  calmly  as  thy  placid 
waters  flow. 

My  prayer  would  rise  from  dawn  till  evening's 

close. 

Till  'twould  mingle  with  the  Ocean,  in  the  sunset's 
afterglow. 

As  serenely  as  the  lordly  Humber  flows. 

—  W.  J.  Carboll. 


SAVED  BY  A  FISH. 


The  following  is  from  the  Times  of  April  20, 
1871  :— 

"  Tliat  the  ocean  abounds  with  wonders  is  daily 
being  exemplified,  and  seldom  more  forcil)ly  so  tlian 
in  the  experience  of  Captain  Ward,  of  the  bark 
Providence,  of  Hartlepool,  who  had  just  returned 
from  Dantzic,  at  wfiich  port  he  was  frozen  up 
during  the  severe  winter.  He  states  tliat  during  his 
outward  voyage  to  that  port  in  N'oveml-)er,  the  sliij) 
sprang  a  severe  leak  duruig  a  gale  in  the  Baltics  and 
his  crew  were  all  but  exhausted  in  tlieir  efforts  at  the 
pumps  to  reduce  it.  One  day  she  suddenly  stopped 
malving  more  water,  and  eventually  the  \essol 
reached  Dantzic  safely. 

"  -After  the  discharge  of  the  cargo  a  search  was 
made  for  tlie  leak,  resulting  m  the  discovery  of  a 
hole  in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  after  planks,  from 
the  yielding  of  a  knot  in  the  wood,  and  in  this 
a]jerture  was  wedged  a  deatl  fish,  whose  colhsion 
with  the  \ossol  wlion  alive  had  been  tlie  exiilent 
cause  of  the  stoppage  of  the  leak,  and  consequent 
salvation  of  the  shi[i  and  crew." 

The  name  of  the  ship  is  not  a  little  remarkable — 
the  Providence. 

*  A  celebrated  salmon  stream  in  Newloundlai-d. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thtirsday  viorning. 

Time  of  Higrh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f 55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    „   Putney.  Add]^^  •>    «  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     .     Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

_  liXAMPLK.— If  It  IS  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
It  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  Strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  ^    .  „    ^  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  22    4 10    4  31 

Sunday,  „  23    4.51    511 

Monday,  „  24    5.33    5,5S 

Tuesday,  „  25    6.24    6.53 

Wednesday,   „  20    7.24  8  0 

Thursday,  „  27    8.41  g;2S 

Friday,  „  28    10.14   10.56 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General    Remarks.  —  The  river 
fetill    remains    clear    and    sluggish    despite  the 
rain,    and   anglers    are    having   great  difficulty 
to  catch  fish.     Worms,  gentles,  paste  and  bread- 
crust  have  all  been   tried  without  success,  and 
it  has    only  been    on  rare  occanon?  that  good 
fortime  has  attended  the  best  of  efforts.     Mr.  E.  G. 
Wingrove,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  on 
Monday,  at  Hampton  Court,  had  a  few  good  roach, 
largest  lib.    Dace  have  been  feeding  freely  in  the 
tidal  water.    Cluib,  ba-bel  and  roach  have  been  had 
atWraysbury,  but  nothing larg?.  Gudgeon  have  been 
caught  in  most  sections  of  th3  river  in  quantities  of 
two  dozen  to  eight  dozen  per  day.    Mr.  McL.  Colhns, 
of  the  K.P.S.  has  had  six  barbel  at  MoIes?iy.  the 
best  fish  going  (Ub.  2oz.    Bream  up  to  31b.  6oz'  have 
been  taken  at  Sunbury,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has 
not  been  good.    Mr.  Harfield  at  Reading  has  secured 
a  fine  roach  of  21b.  loz.    Mr.  Moore  has  captured 
from  a  punt,  at  Staines,  twenty-one  barbel,  and 
other  punt  anglers  in  this  district   have  secured 
some  good  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  at  times.  Of 
the  chub  captured,  one  of  41b.  Coz.,  taken  by  a 
flv-fisherman  in  the  0.xford  district,  heads  the  li  t. 
The  tide  for  the  coming  week  at  Teddington  will  be 
good,  and  anglers  will  be  able  to  put  in  a  long  day. 
Writing  to  the  Daily  News  an  appeal  for  the  public 
control  of  the  Tliames,  Mr.  W.  G.  Stoneham  says: — 
"  For  the    administration    of    the    river  above 
Teddington  a  new  Conservancy  is  to  be  formed,  to 
exercise  the  powers  now  possessed  by  the  Con- 
servators, with  additional  financial  powers.  There 
is  nothing  said  about  how  the  new  upper  Con- 
servancy is  to  be  constituted.    This  is  a  matter 
of  vital  importance!    Is  the  new  Board  to  be 
nominated    by    local  authorities  as    at  present, 
which  means  that  gentlemen  are  appointed  as 
Conservators  without  any  special  knowledge  of 
the  river,  but  generally  because  they  are  the  favourite 
of  the  dominating  clique  of  the  Council  ?    Or  are  we 
to  have  a  really  modern,  directly-elected,  repre- 
sentative body,  whom  the  electors  can  watch  and 
refuse  to  re-elect  if  their  conduct  does  not  meet  with 
approval  ?    Until  w©  get  such  a  directly  elected 
body,  the  Thames  will  never  have  a  fair  opportunity 
of  being  properly  managed." — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rain  has  impro  ■  ed 
the  condition  of  the  river,  there  being  a  better 
stream  running.  The  water,  however,  is  still  very 
much  on  the  bright  side,  and  more  rain  would 
improve  matters  all  roimd.  Several  perch  up  to  1  lb. 
have  been  caught,  and  a  few  small  cliub  and  jack. 
Several  nice  lots  of  roach  continue  to  be  taken 
during  the  last  hour  or  so  of  fishing,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
G.  Machin  and  another  angler  having  a  nice  bag  on 
Sept.  19  at  Shiplake;  Mr.  R.  Owen  and  several 
members  of  the  H.W.M.F.C.  also  having  nice  lots. 
Mr.  C.  Burkhard  has  taken  several  roach  over  16oz., 
some  perch,  and  four  good  eels,  one  of  the  latter 
scaling  nearly  31b.  The  trout  of  about  41b.  mentioned 
in  my  notes  last  week,  caught  by  an  angler  fishing 
from  Marsh  Weir,  should  have  read  the  "last "  fish 
of  the  S^eason  taken  here,  not  the  "  best  "  fish  of  the 
season.  Of  course,  the  largest  trout  of  the  season  was 
taken  quite  another  way. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Staines). — There  has  been  a  great 
improvement  in  the  river  since  the  rain.  Several 
large  takes  have  been  the  result.  Mr.  E.  Pearce,  of 
the  Staines  and  Egham  P.S.,  fishing  just  below 
Staines  Bridge,  caught  in  three  hours  tliirteen  good 
roach,  weighing  81b.  r2oz.  A  barbel  weighing  over 
Gib.  was  taken  from  Penton  Hook. — W.  G.  Langdon. 

Thames  (Swan  Hotel  Tishery),  Radcot 
Bridge. — Sport  still  remains  quiet.  Although  the 
rain  at  the  latter  end  of  last  ^^ek  was  very  welcome, 
it  was  quite  insufficient  to  colour  the  water.  Mr. 
Bolton  had  a  few  small  roach  on  Sept.  19,  but 
nothing  special  as  regards  size. — A.  Stkacey. 
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Thames  (Wraysbury).— The  unsettled  weather 
of  the  past  week  has  not  been  favourable  for  roach 
fishing,  but  jack  and  perch  have  been  feeding  well 
at  times,  and  I  have  had  a  few  of  each  of  fair  size, 
also  some  good  dace  and  chub. — P.  Brown. 

Avon  (Ringwood).— This  river  is  still  very  low 
and  clear,  ram  being  needed  very  much  to  freshen 
It  up ;  but  in  spite  of  the  clearness  a  few  good  roach 
and  perch  have  be.^n  taken,  but  in  no  great 
quantities.  M.  Loucon  has  had  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace  ;  Mr.  Marten  has  also  had  some  sport  with  the 
greyling,  taking  them  up  to  2}lb. ;  the  sanie  gentle- 
man also  got  a  very  nice  roach  of  21b.  loz.  Mr.  P.  H. 
Garcia  has  also  taken  roach  up  to  21b.  To-day 
(Wednesday),  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Hopkins  fishing  the 
Biste-ne  water  had  the  heavi3st  take  of  fish  I  hive 
hea'-d  of  in  our  waters  this  season,  taking  501b. 
weight— the  largest  IJlb.    Several  other  gentlemen 

have  been  out  and  taken  roach,  perch  and  pike.  

M.  W.  Hayter.  ^  ^ 

Blagdon  Iiake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  15:— On  Sept.  10,  Rev.  A.  C.  Harman 
one  trout,  51b.  2oz. ;  Col.  Challoner,  one,  31b.  l2oz.  • 
Mr.  F.  M.  Hargreaves,  one,  41b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Glanville' 
one,  21b.  4oz.  On  Sept.  11,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  two' 
31b.  2oz.  and  31b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  jun..  one' 
41b.  15oz.  ;  Dr.  Tivy,  one,  21b.  3oz.  On'  Sept.  12^ 
Mr.  V.  S.  Lovell,  six,  41b.  5oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  311)  fioz  ' 
21b.  lOoz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and  31b. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  jun  " 
o.ie,  21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  five,  31b.  9oz.', 
31b.  8oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  3'b.  4oz.,  and  21b.  Qoz.  ;  CoL' 
Challoner,  three,  4Ib.  2oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  and  21b.  Soz.  ; 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Hill,  one,  41b.  lOoz.  On  Sept.  13^ 
Col.  Challoner,  one,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  E.  Vauser,' 
two,  4Ib.  6oz.  and  21b.  1 3oz.  ;  Mr.  John  Warned 
three,  41b.,  31b.  lOoz.,  and  21b.  Goz.  ;  Mr.  H.  J. 
Wavne,  two,  31b.  8oz.  and  41b.  Soz.  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Lovell 
three,  41b.,  31b.,  and  31b.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  John 
Warne,  one,  21b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  one, 
31b.  8oz.  On  Sept.  15,  Mr.  John  Warne,  two 
31b.  14oz.  and  31b.  4()z.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  two,' 
31b.  l3oz.  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Brookes,  one,  41b  ; 
Mr.  C.  Gathorne  Hill,  one.  31b.  10  )z.  It  has  been 
decided  to  extend  the  fisliing  season  on  the  lake  to 
the  end  of  September,  and  some  tickets  are  still 
available  for  fishing  from  the  ba  ik. — Don.\ld  Carr. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeaoh)  Since  my  last 

7'eport,  with  the  continued  quiet  rains,  angleis  have 
been  very  happy  amongst  the  roach,  forty  to  eighty 
fish  to  a  rod,  up  to  1  lb.  each.  With  the  river  now 
clear,  and  cooler  weather,  pike  are  now  giving  good 
sport.  Bream  this  week  slow  sport. — John  O. 
George,  Beeche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  etc.). — The  water  was 
in  half-Hood  the  other  evening,  and  no  fish  were 
rising  at  first.  M'hen  it  began  to  clear  I  got  two 
small  trout  on  the  Rod  Quill,  but  the  larger  fish 
were  sulky,  probably  glutted  with  worms.  The 
water  will  be  quite  cleared  and  perhaps  low  again 
by  Saturday  (to-day)  if  wo  have  no  more  heavy  rain, 
and  sport  may  be  good  in  those  parts  of  the  river 
still  open.  Fish  which  show  any  signs  of  the  approach 
of  the  spawning  season  should  be  carefully  returned. 
I  have  only  mot  with  one  so  far.  I  tried  the  Coach- 
man and  the  Olive,  but  had  no  rise  at  either  

J.  P.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — A  few  rods  have 
been  on  the  river  in  anticipation  of  better  sport 
since  the  rain  that  recently  fell,  but  they  have  been 
disappointed.  There  was  not  nearly  enough  rain  to 
increase  the  volume  very  much,  and,  consequently, 
the  river  is  still  low  and  very  fine.  Fishing  in 
the  day  time  is  almost  useless,  and  in  the 
evenings.  Mr.  E.  Distin  landed  a  nice  peal  at 
the  weir,  whilst  a  mullet  was  caught  by  Mr. 
Townsend,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  hooked  a  flat  fish 
with  a  fly.  which  is  rather  an  exceptional  occur- 
rence. Fishing  for  this  season — although  there  is 
still  a  fortnight  to  run — has  practically  come  to  an 
end.  Even  if  rain  fell  now  its  effect  would  be  too 
late  to  be  of  any  use  to  anglers. — Devonian. 

Derweut  and  Cocker  (Cumberland). — The  rivers 
rose  a  few  inches  at  the  week  end,  and  there  was  a 
small  run  of  salmon,  some  of  them  big  fish,  but 
we  shall  require  a  larger  volume  of  water  before 
we  can  expert  the  main  body  of  the  fish  to 
ascend.  The  glass  is  high  and  the  wind  in  the 
east,  and  at  present  there  is  little  indication  of 
a  break  in  the  weather.  Prospects,  therefore, 
cannot  be  described  as  bright.  As  for  white  trout 
and  sea-trout  none  but  the  most  persevering  anglers 
have  secured  much  success,  sport  indeed  being 
practically  at  a  standstill.  Some  sensation  has 
been  caused  in  angling  circles  in  the  Lake  District 
by  an  advertisement  in  a  local  paper  forbidding 
plumb  line  fishing  in  Crmnmock  Lake  There  have 
bean  hints  that  the  owner  of  the  lake  has  had  infor- 
mation that  the  good  baskets  of  char  which  were 
taken  in  August  were  not  obtained  by  the  most 
sportsmanlike  of  methods.  The  netting  season  at 
Salmon  Hall,  which  closed  on  Sept.  14,  has  been 
one  of  the  worst  experienced  sincd  the  Fishery 


Board_  took  the  fishery  over  for  the  benefit  of  fisher- 
men.— Black  Tom  o'  the  North. 

Devonshire  Streams.-Rain  has  had  a  bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  Taw,  Torridge  and  Lvn  and 
trout  fishmg  should  be  better  to  the  end  of  the 
season.  There  are  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the 
streams,  salmon,  peal,  mullet  and  bass  being  plenti- 
ful. Although  the  price  of  fish  is  very  satisfactory, 
the  net  fishermen  have  had  a  season  below  the 
average,  and  a  good  haul  now  would  be  appreciated 
by  the  men.  The  Carey  has  produced  better  sport 
smce  the  ram,  and  one  rod  had  a  basket  of  nearly 
two  dozen  the  Dark  Red  Palmer  and  the  Badger 
being  the  best  flies.  Most  of  the  streams  need  more 
ram,  which  is  badly  wanted. — Devonian. 
T  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 

lengths).— The  recent  rains  have  much  improved 
the  fishmg,  several  anglers  having  had  very  good 
sport  during  this  week.  The  grayling  should  now 
be  at  their  best,  and  will  no  doubt  be  livelier  and 
give  anglers  good  sport.— Wm.  Evans. 

Bsk  (WHitby) — This  river  continues  unaltered, 
the  water  being  low  and  in  poor  condition.  Several 
anglers  have  had  fair  sport  in  Jellison's  Pool  Dr 
Biss  grassing  five  salmon  of  12^1b.,  4|lb.,  6^1b  7  Jib  ' 
and  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Hawkes  one  of  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Linton 
one  of  61b.  Rain  is  much  needed  to  improve 
matters. — J.Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Bxeter)i— A  few  trout  have 
been  caught  in  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries,  and 
grayling  are  also  in  evidence.  Some  perch,  roach, 
eels,  and  a  few  fine  tench  have  been  caught  in  the 
canal,  the  weeds  having  been  much  reduced  by  the 
town  council's  men.  A  few  bass  are  being  caught 
in  the  boats  at  Exmouth,  and  flatfish  in  the  Biglit 
Mullet  have  also  come  ou  the  fe^d  both  at  tlie  pier 
and  m  the  dock.  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  G.  Wilson, 
a,nd  Francis  have  been  catching  some  fine  eels  off 
the  pier. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  river  has  been 
refreshed  by  the  rains,  but  it  is  still  very  bright 
and  sluggish,  and  no  good  baskets  of  fish  are 
reported.  Another  serious  loss  of  fish  life  ha^  been 
experienced  in  the  upper  waters,  in  the  Hardmead 
Pound  towards  Ware,  where  larg.j  numbers  of  de  id 
and  dying  roach  and  other  fi  h  have  been  met  with. 
Tile  water-i  ailiffs  have  rescue  1  a  lot  of  fish,  but  the 
destruction  has  been  considerable.  It  is  said  that 
the  Amwell  Magna's  fishery  has  also  again  severely 
suffered.  Pollution  is  believed  to  have  caused  the 
mischief.  The  river  has  been  looking  a  dark  brown 
colour  where  the  fish  have  turned  up.  Dead  roach 
have  also  been  found  at  Rye  House.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Lagg  and  Arrow  (I«)ominster).— Both  streams 
continue  to  run  low  and  clear,  and  not  in  the  best 
of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  changed, 
and  some  heavy  falls  of  rain  have  been  had, 
but  not  enough  to  improve  the  state  of  the 
water,  and  until  there  is  more  water  in  the  river 
fishing  will  be  very  slow.  The  nights  have  been  cold, 
and  some  frost  has  been  had.  It  has  made  gray- 
ling more  on  the  move,  but  anglers  cannot  get  near 
the  liver,  the  water  being  so  clear  the  fish  see  them 
and  disappear.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  been  quiet.  Trout  are  going  out  of 
s3ason,  and  can  be  said  to  be  over  for  this  season. 
The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear,  and  no  fishing  done  on 
it. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Bndleigrh  Salterton). — Since  last  report 
we  have  had  some  heavy  rainstorms,  which 
have  put  some  water  in  the  river,  but  have 
hardly  been  sufficient  to  effect  much  good  from 
an  anglmgjpoint  of  view.  The  cold  north  wind 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  past  week  has  been 
all  against  the  chances  of  sport,  and  nothing 
of  any  importance  has  been  done.  Thsre  are 
still  ten  days  of  fishing  left  before  the  season 
closes,  and  there  may  be  a  good  day  or  two  in  store 
for  us. — Heron. 

Onse  (Huntingdon)  We  have  had  several 

showers  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  week,  but 
they  have  not  been  of  sufficient  duration  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  water.  Bream  are  still  feeding 
fairly  well  at  night,  but  angling  of  all  kinds  appears 
to  be  "dead  off  "  in  the  daytime,  and  I  do  not 
anticipate  any  impr>)vement  until  we  have  had 
several  hours'  continuous  rain. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Plymonth, — The  few  showers  that  we  have  had 
have  made  the  fishermen  full  of  hopes,  and  we  have 
had  several  to  embrace  the  opportimity,  but  more 
rain  is  wanted.  The  Tavy  is  coming  down  coloured, 
but  the  fi.sh  seem  to  sport  nevertheless.  The  pools 
near  Double  waters  contain  a  lot  of  fish,  and  from 
the  junction  of  the  Tavy  with  the  Walkham  down 
to  the  Lady  Bertha  pools  good  sport  can  be  had, 
the  best  at  dusk  or  after.  Fishing  can  bo  carried 
on  till  ten  o'clock,  so  there  is  a  chance  yet  to  beat 
Mr.  Hartley's  record  salmon. — William  Hearder. 

Kother  (Sussex). — I  have  had  a  good  tour  of 
inspection  of  the  Rother  dm-ing  the  past  week,  and 
find  some  good  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have 
been  made.    The  chub  seem  to  be  a  bit  gone  off 
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feed,  but  we  have  had  some  nice  showeri?,  wliich 
will  no  doubt  alter  matters,  but  thera  has  not  been 
enough  rain  to  thicken  the  wator.  It  is  a  pity  so 
many  pike  have  been  killed  by  the  salt  water  in  the 
lower  water,  no  doubt  caused  by  the  intake  at  the 
sluice  near  Rye  to  make  a  scuir  of  the  harbour 
There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  river.  I  never  knew 
the  eels  keep  so  quiet. — Thomas  Daws,  Secretary, 
Roth^r  Fishery  AssociT.tion. 

Sussex  It,.iv«rs  and  GMcbestar  ranal. — 
Reports  from  all  parts  of  Sussex  speak  of  the  rivers 
being  very  low  and  bright.  Sufficient  rain  has  not 
fallen  to  be  beneficial  in  colouring  or  adding 
volume  to  the  water.  Sport  has  been  poor.  At 
Lewes,  the  Silver  Trouts'  London  Society  hold  a 
match  on  Simday,  Sept.  16  when  not  a  fish  was  taken 
Several  anglers  tried  Berwick,  and  a  few  visited 
Barcombe  Mills,  but  results  seem  the  same  in  all 
districts.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  e^;cel'ent 
order.  A  few  bream  up  to  31b.,  perch  of  1  lb.  6oz 
and  plenty  of  small  fry  have  given  sport. 
Mr.  Berry,  of  London,  recently  captured 
nice  eel  of  about  21b.,  and  Mr.  Ansell  has 
had  some  nice  fish.  Caicheater  Harbour  is  full  of 
bass  and  mullet.  Codlings  are  in,  also  pollack.  A 
salmon  has  been  taken  by  the  netsmen  of  over 
101b.,  and  a  heavy  fish  was  seen  on  Sept.  18.  Sea 
fi3herm3n  should  give  the  harbour  a  trial  when  they 
would  find  remunerative  sport. — Geob^je  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (W.  Devon). — The  fishiag  this  season  hai 
not  been  a  record;  the  channels  through  which 
water  should  have  flowed  have  been  empty,  and 
none  but  expert  fishermen  have  exerted  themselves 
It  is  only  in  the  Moor  water  t  that  sport  can  be 
expected,  where  in  the  many  deep  holes  trout  can 
safely  hide.  The  draining  of  the  land  has  not  for 
the  last  ten  years  proved  a  success.  The  net  salmon 
fishermen  have  had  a  disastrous  season.  Only  when 
kelts  were  to  be  caught  was  the  fisherman  about ; 
and  no  autumn  sport  will  be  had  vmless  we  have 
abundance  of  rain.  Devon  fishing  may  be  pro- 
nounced a  failure  this  season. — -RusiY  Gamk. 

Teme  (Lndlow) — The  Teme  in  this  di  trict  is 
still  running  very  low  and  clear  and  not  in  pood 
order  for  fishiag.  T'le  wea^hei-  hxs  changed  from 
very  hot  to  stormy  days  and  cold  nights.  Heavy 
raia  has  be?nhad,  but  not  enough  to  auest  the  river 
as  yet,  and  a  good  fall  of  twenty-four  hours  would  do 
good.  The  cald  nighis  have  brought  graylirg  more 
on  the  move,  but  trout  do  not  move  well  at  all, 
and  they  are  showing  signs  of  the  stagnant  water 
which  had  got  very  foul,  and  they  ace  a  marked 
dark  colour ;  and  it  is  not  expected  that 
many  more  will  be  taken  before  tho  end  of 
the  present  season  on  Oct.  1,  and  anglers  will 
have  to  think  about  grayling  now,  and  dace, 
roach,  chub,  perch,  and  pike.  The  flies  to  use  for 
grayling  are  Red  Tag,  Gold  Tipped  Blue,  Wickham, 
Silver  Twist,  Whirling  Blue  and  Green  Insect.  For 
bottom  fishing  maggot  and  worm  will  be  best  baits. 
A  few  fish  landed  this  week,  although  there  have 
been  a  good  few  rods  out,  the  best  being  Mr. 
Hancock's  thirteen  grayling  and  twelve  dace  with 
maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  low,  and  fishing  quiet  in  thsm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Trent  iTHewavk). — A  welcome  change  in  the 
temperature  has  not  brought  about  much  im- 
provement in  angling.  Ths  Trent  still  remains 
fine,  though  a  few  inches  rise  has  been  noticed. 
From  below  Newark,  at  Cromwell  Bank,  a 
few  good  barbel  up  to  61b.  have  been  taken  with 
greaves,  and  from  the  Maskham  water  Mr.  H.  Corner 
bagged  fifteen  on  Tuesday  af tern  oon.  Near  the  bridge 
of  the  latter  place  some  good  chub  have  been  secured 
with  wasp  grubs ;  higher  up  others  have  been  taken. 
Bream  are  dead  off,  and  not  many  roach  are  to  be 
caught,  though  on  Sept.  17  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  weighed 
one  1  lb.  lO^oz.  A  few  pike  have  been  gaffed,  the 
old-fashioned  spoon  being  most  euccessful,  but  the 
weeds  prevent  spinning  being  a  pleasure. — TiiENr- 

SIDEB. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neifhbonrlnf 
Aivers. — There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  Tyne. 
Last  Saturday  th3re  was  a  rise  of  about  12  inches, 
which  put  the  salmon  on  the  move,  but  strange 
to  say,  they  do  not  ris3  well  at  all.  I  have  just  heard 
of  a  good  fish  of  19  lb.  being  killed  in  the  North 
Tyne  on  one  of  our  Special  Wilkinsons  ;  Mr.  Foreman 
killed  a  nice  creel  of  seventy-five  roach  and  dace 
on  the  Tyne  Corbridge  water,  some  of  them  scaling 
l^lb. ;  maggot  was  the  lure.  Coarse  fishing  here  is 
very  little  practised,  and  the  few  that  do  almost, 
every  turn  out,  results  with  heavy  creels.  The  Coquet 
still  remains  very  low  and  clear.  Last  Saturday, 
Sept.  15,  four  salmon  were  killed.  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
on  Sept.  17,  killed  three  good  fish,  and,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  whilst  playing  a  gamester,  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  lose  his  footing,  which  caused  a 
very  nasty  ankle  wound,  which,  I  trust,  will 
soon  be  well.  Trout  fishing  appears  slow,  and 
little  doing.  Capt.  Oakes,  fishing  on  Anglers'  Hotel 
water,  Weldon  Bridge,  has  secured  another  big  brown 
trout,  scaling  31b.    Anglers  who  intend  fishing  this 
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fine  stretch  (about  four  miles)  in  October,  would  do 
well  to  book  rooms  without  delay,  and  avoid  dis- 
appointment.— Henky  a.  Murton. 

»7b1c  (U«k>.— The  river  rose  a  few  inches  after 
the  recant  rain,  but  not  sufficient  for  the  salmon 
angler,  and  no  angling  has  been  done.  There  were 
a  number  of  dace  anglers  on  the  river  on  Sept.  15. 
— T.  R. 

Wel;«h  Ho'T*  'TTendon). — Decent  general  bags 
are  being  mad3,  although  the  high  wind^  hive  been 
troublpsome.  In  last  Sunday's  competition  the 
prize  for  the  be  t  bream  was  taken  by  J.  Weeks 
with  a  fish  of  21b.  2oz.— H. 

Wye  and  Oerwent  (DerbyahireV — The^e 
rivers  still  continue  to  be  low  and  in  order  for  fly  fish- 
ing. -  The  few  showers  of  rain  we  have  had  have  only 
raised  these  waters  a  few  inches,  not  sufficient  to 
bring  a  good  colour  down.  A  nice  tinge  of  brown 
has  been  in  the  Derwent  on  some  days,  which 
has  improved  fly  fishing  on  this  river  and 
also  those  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye  have 
had  better  sport.  Both  trout  and  grayling  have  risen 
better  since  the  hot  weather  left  us  and  some  fairly 
good  baskets  have  been  obtained,  the  higher  portions 
of  the  Derweit  yielding  baskets  of  four  and  six 
brace  par  rod,  also  about  Rowsley  a  few  good  fish 
have  b^en  caught.  The  Darleydale  Club's  water 
afforded  its  me-nbers  fairly  go  )d  sport,  creels  of  three 
to  five  brace  have  been  taken.  Also  the  Matlock 
and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  yielding 
baskets  ranging  f ro  n  two  to  sis  brace.  The  trout 
season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close.  Last  day  Oct.  1. 
The  p-ospect  for  th>  next  few  days  is  good.  The 
best  flie;  are:  Ash  Dim,  Apple  Green,  Throstle 
Wing,  Coopers  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Hare's 
Ear,  i^rimrose  Dun,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent,  O^se 
etc.  ''Torks). — All  our  Yorkshire  streams  are  still 
running  low,  and  with  recent  showers  they  have  made 
very  little  difference  in  their  height,  and  until  there  is 
a  good  rousing  fresh  angling  will  not  improve.  In  the 
higher  reaches  of    the  Yore  and  Swale  a  few 
anglers  have    bean    out,   but    sport    has  been 
somewhat  quiet.     In  the  lower  districts  of  the 
the  Yore,    the    bottom    fishermen    have  fared 
the  best  amongst    the    roach,   chub  and  dace. 
A  few  pike  have  been  caught,  but  have  run  small. 
Very  few  anglers  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Swale,  tho?e  that  have    been    out    have  found 
sport  rather  slow  in  the  lower  districts  at  Ainderley, 
Brofferton,  and  Myton,  a  few  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  caught  with  tho  maggot.    The  Nidd 
is  still  low.    Sport  in  the  upper  reaches  has  been 
quiet.     The  same  remark  applies  to  the  lower 
reaches.     The  Wharf e  has   not   been  freshened 
with  the  showers,  which  have  only  been  sHght. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  upper  reaches, 
but  no    heavy  baskets    are    reported.     In  the 
lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishermen  have  fared 
the  best  at  Boston  Spa,  Talcaster  and  Ulleskelf. 
Messrs.  Rippin,  Gunner  and  Byron  have  had  fair 
port  amongst  the  roach  and  dace.    On  Sept.  16  the 
'VVest  Leeds  A.C.  held  their  annual  at  East  Cotting- 
with  on  the  West  Derwent.  Wind  was  high,  and  water 
very  clear ;  consequently,  sport  was  not  at  all  good. 
About  thirty  members  competed;  Isfc  honours  feli 
to  J.  H.  R.  Bazley ;  2nd,  J.  Wright ;  3rd  E.  Downes ; 
4th,  S.  Bowers.    Tha  Derwent  is  low  and  clear  in 
the  uppsr  reaches.    Sport  has  bean   met  with 
roach,  d  ice,  and  grayling  at  Yiddingham,  School- 
house  Hill,  and  Malton.    Messrs.   Pattinson  and 
Davies     had    nice     sport    last    week  -  end  at 
Yiddingham,  Mr.    Pattison  securing  a  fine  brace 
of  grayling,  weighing   lib.  14oz.    and   lib.  7oz. 
At    Tadcaster,     Messrs.     Pickersgill,  Thornton, 
Coley,  Burns,  Byrom,  Gunnell,  and  Bazley,  have 
met  with   good  sport,    baskets    of    mixed  fish 
ranging  from  61b.  to  181b.  have  been  got  with  the 
maggot.  Grayling  are  rising  fairly  well  to  fly.  Best 
flies  are  Cinnamon,  Miller's  Dark  Needle',  Snipe 


Bloa  and  Watorhen  Bio  i.  R  lin  tlireatoii  i  at  time 
of  writing. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly,  Conon,  etc. — Poor  sport  was  obtained 
on  the  lowar  reac'ie;  of  the  Boauly  during  t'l"  week. 
On  Sept.  II,  fishing  the  Home  Boat,  Mr.  Wornder 
had  a  grilse  of  5|lb.    On  Sept.  13,  Mr.  Ronald  had 
a  salmon  of  71b.    On  Sept.  14,  on  the  Downio  Be  it, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Merry  had  one  salmon  of  101b.  and  thre ) 
soa-trout.    In  the  tid  il  water  several  nice  baskets 
of  sea-fout  wero  landed,  the  best  being  one  of  91b. 
and  best  t"out  21b.  4oz.    The  upper  reaches  showed 
much  improvement  on  the  nroviou?  weak.  Mr. 
Barrv  and  party,  Struy,  had  pii|ht  salmon,  whilo 
the  Earl  of  Portisraiuth,  at  Guisachan,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Henderson  and  party,  at  Braulen,  Mr.  Pulley  and 
party,  at  Erchless,  Lord  Fitzhardinge  and  party,  at 
Eskadale,  and  Mi  is  Dove  and  party,  at  Eil'-an  ."^igas, 
all  did  woll.    Conon  — All  the  beats  of  the  Conon 
we^e  productive  during  the  week.    The  lessees  of  the 
Brahan  Castle  waters,  whose  headquarters  are  in  the 
Conon  Bridge  Hotel,  Mr.  Stirling,  at  Fairburn,  Mr. 
English  and  party,  at  Scatwell,  and  Captain  Combe 
and  party,  at  Strath  Conon,  all  having  fair  sporty 
Lochs  Coinao,  Loca-A-CHARN,  and  Badaveach* 
— Parties  from  Gildermorie,  Teaninich,  and  Ardr^'s 
Castle  were  out  on  these  lochs  during  the  week,  and. 
had  very  good  baskets.    The  best  basket  on  Luo.» 
Coinag  was  161b.,  and  heaviest  trout  12oz.  On 
Badaveach  a  creel  of  141b.,  with  best  fish  of  lib., 
was  had.    Loch-a-Charn  trout  are  small,  and  the 
heaviest  basket  was  81b.  Lo';hs  RoS'.^ue,  Aohanalt, 
LuiCHART,  AND  Garve. — -Theso  four  Ross-shire  lochs 
all  yielded  heavier  baskets  than  on  the  previous 
week,  the  combined  catches  weighing  over  2cwt. 
The  best  creel  off  Rosque  weighed  141b.,  and  the 
heaviest  trout  21b.    A  basket  of  141b.  was  had  off 
Achanalt,  and  best  trout  3lb.  6oz.    Luichart  and 
Garve  were  fished  by  anglers  from  Garve  Hotel  and 
Strathpeffer,  and  yielded  catches  of  from  41b.  up  to 
121b.    Lochs  Monar,  Moillie,  and  ArtARic. — 
Capital  angling  continues  to  be  had  on  these  three 
lochs.     Creels  from  lOlb.  to  141b.  were  had  on 
Monar,  and  best  trout  1  lb.  4oz.    On  Moillie  baskets 
of  from  61b.  to  91b.  were  got,  and  Affaric  yielded  very 
heavy  baskets  to  the  Earl  of  Durham  and  party,  at 
Afiaric  Lodge.    The  best  basket  was  one  of  161b., 
in  which  were  several  half-pounders. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Ijiddxa.  —The  run  of  sea-trout 
and  herling  continues  to  be  fairly  good.  Bait  fishing 
closed  on  Saturday,  Sept.    15,  e.xcepting  in  the 
Willow  and  Cauldron  Pools,   at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Double  water,  which  closes  on  Oct.  1.. 
In    the    mid  reaches    of    the    Esk,    the  Rev. 
R.   H.   Kerr  creeled  a  score  of  herling,  Mr.  D. 
Murray  thirty  herling  and  four  sea-trout,  M-.  J. 
Grieve  ten  herling  and  three  sea-trout,  Mr.  Pater- 
son  a  score  of  herling  and  one  sea-trout,  Mr.  J. 
Jackson    two    sea-trout    and    a    dozen  herling. 
Messrs.    J.  Law  and  J.  Armstrong,  had  each  a. 
couple   of  sea-trout  and  over  a   dozen  herling. 
Dr.   Dickson  over  a  dozen  herlins,    Mr.  Joseph 
a  dozen  herling  and  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Mitchell, 
thirty  herling  ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  three  sea-trout  and 
twenty  herling ;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong  thres  sea-trout 
and  twenty-five  herling ;   Dr.  Anderson,  twenty- 
three  herling  ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel,  thirty  herling  and  one 
sea-trout;  Mr.   A.   Keen,  thirty-five  herling  and 
two    sea- trout ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  ten  herling  and 
one    sea -trout;     Messrs.    R.    Steal     and  D. 
Cowan,    a  dozen  herling  each ;    Mr.  D.  Little, 
Over  two    dozen    herling    and  one    sex -trout; 
M".  J-  Beattie,  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea- trout ; 
Dr.  Blayney,  over  a  dozen  he"hng  and  two  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  one  dozen  and  a  half  of 
horling,  and  Mr.  Tom  j3ell,  two  dozen.    In  the 
Netherby    reserve    water,    an   angler   caught  a 
nice    salmon    with    prawn ;    Mr.    M  ikant  has 
had    good    sport    with   herling    and    ssa-trout ; 
Mr.  Reid  a  few  herling  and  one  sea-trout  ;  Mr. 
Johnstone  a  dozen  herling;  Mr.  W.  Amos  sixteen 
herling  and  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  Robinson  a  asa- 
trout  and  sime  herling;  Mr.  J.  Bowley  one  sea- 
trout,  10  herling,  and  four  yallow  trout ;  Mr.  Angus 
Makant  had  a  nice  basket  of  sea-trout  and  horling 
in  the  Willow  Pool;  Messrs.  Smith  and  Mitchell 
herling  and  sea-trout.    In  Lmgholm  water,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Little  had  two  s^a-trout  and  th'ee  herling; 
M--.  D.  Jeffrey  one  sea-trjut;  Mr.  J.  Bell  one,  and 
a  few  herling;  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie  a  basket  of  harling; 
M".  J.  Ritchie  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  C.  M  irray  two; 
Mr.  J.  Barnfathar  one  and  some  herling,  and  Mr.  F. 
Welch  two  saa-trout  and  a  few  herling.    An  angler 
creeled  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras.    In  the 
upper  rea^he ;  of  the  Liddle  Messrs.  W.  Armstrong. 
W.  Stoddart,  and  J.  Elliot  have  had  fairlv  good 
baskets  of  herling.    In  tho  lower  reaches  Mr.  J. 
Grieve,  Albierigg,  creeled  eight  herling  and  one  soa 
trout ;  Mr.  W.  Paterson,  six  herling  and  thrae  barn 
trout. — G. 

Hebridean  Sporting  AaRodation  CSonth 
Harris).— Fisliing  from  Rodel  on  Sept.  10,  Mr. 
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Greenhill  had  one  salmon  61b.  and  on  Sept.  14  Mr. 
Bond  had  one  salmon  61b.  12oz.  The  total  catch  of 
sea-trout  at  Rodel  from  Sept.  10  to  Sept.  14  was 
138  fish  weighing  91  lb.  lloz.  Fishing  fromFinsbay 
on  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Dowding  had  one  salmon  71b.  The 
total  catch  of  sea-trout  from  Sept.  8  to  Sept.  13  was 
91  fish  weighing  451b.  5oz.— G.  D.  Stirling. 

l-oohinvex  iCulag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  10,  Mr. 
Hills,  three  sea-trout,  4|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Anderson, 
six  trout,  3ilb. ;  Dr.  McCarthy,  five  trout,  2|lb.  On 
Sept.  11,  Mr.  Anderson,  two  sea-trout,  l|lb.  On 
Sept.  12,  Mr.  Perkins,  nineteen  trout,  6|lb. ;  Mr. 
Goodall,  seventeen  trout,  61b. ;  Capt.  PuTly,  R.N., 
one  grilse,  5|lb.  On  Sept.  13,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Anderson, 
one  salmon,  7lb.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  J.  A.  Anderson, 
one  grilse,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Goodall,  thirteen  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Kennard,  four  sea-trout.  31b.  On  Sept.  15,  Mr. 
Goodall,  three  sea-trout,  4 Jib.,  and  three  brownies, 
IJlb.  A  good  number  of  trout  are  caught  on  our 
waters  by  people  living  in  the  villas,  but  not  reported. 
— J.  Maciveh/;xe. 

Sonch  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  very  low  and 
autumn  salmon  will  not  get  a  beginninj;  until  a  flood 
takes  place.  The  Annan. — Fishing  in  the  tidal  water 
is  not  good  amon^  herUng.  There  was  a  fresh  run 
of  these  trout  on  Sept.  17,  and  one  or  two  fair  creels 
have  been  obtained  with  smaO  fly  during  daytim'e. 
Mr.  Walter  M.  GalHchan  had  a  fine  basket  of 
herling  on  the  18th.  Mr.  Galhchan  caught  the 
most  of  his  trout  with  a  silver  body  fly,  and  Gre3n- 
well's  Glory  did  very  well.  A  number  of  Mr.  Galli- 
chan's  herling  weighed  |lb.  eaeh  and  were  fresh  run 
from  th9  Solway.  Mr.  James  Dixon,  on  Sept.  15, 
landed  thirteen  herling  in  the  flat  water  below 
Galabank,  and  on  the  1 7th,  in  the  Brewery  stream, 
a  brace  of  herling.  Mr.  Dixon  had  a  brace  with  fly 
on  Sept.  18.  Mr.  Robert  Graham,  at  the  Brewery 
stream  on  Sept.  17,  caught  two  herling.  Mr.  Geo. 
Wright  had  three  herling  in  Northfield  water  on 
Sept.  18.  The  t)umfrie  8  Nith  was  higher  on  Sept.  15 
with  the  rainfall  and  somewhat  discoloured.  Angling, 
however,  has  been  extremely  quiet  since  last  week's 
notes.  Odd  herling  are  being  taken  in  the  middle 
reaches,  but  anything  over  three  herling  at  night  is 
an  exception.  The  Mid  Nithsdale  Association 
waters  are  very  low  notwithstanding  the  rain  of 
last  week  end.  The  Galloway  Rivers  are  affording 
no  sport  at  present,  The  Dee  and  Fleet  are  too  low 
for  the  salmon  fly.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. —  Sport  iS  very  quiet  on  the  rivers  of  this 
district  and  yellow  trout  fishing  will  close  on  the 
chief  lochs  at  the  end  of  the  present  month. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Moraysliire). — The  river  is  in  fine  con- 
dition, but  fish  are  shy,  with  the  result  that  local 
sport  continues  bad.  From  the  upper  rea?hes  and 
Castle  Grant,  Grantown,  waters,  a  few  fish  were 
landed  last  week;  and  from  the  Pitcroy  water  a 
grilse  of  5Jlb.,  while  on  the  Knockando  water  (Mr. 
Hankey's),  on  Sept.  12,  Mr.  John  Shands,  gama- 
keeper,  had  a  grilSe  of  5^1b.  On  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Sept.  17,  a  grilse  of  5|lb.  was 
killed;  and  on  Sept.  12,  on  the  Easter  Elchies 
water,  Mr.  P.  Gold  had  a  grilse  of  6Jlb. ;  and  from 
the  Arndilly  water.  Mr.  Gru-nble  had  a  salmon  of 
81b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  and  on  Sept.  12  a  salmon 
of  221b.  On  Sept.  18,  from  the  Rothes  water  (Mr. 
Pete's),  Mr.  J.  Stuart,  fisherman,  had  a  grilse  of 
61b.— J.  M, 

Tay. — Slightly  better  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  Tay  diiring  the  past  week,  but  it  still  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  During  the  last  day  or  two 
the  weather  has  been  slightly  colder.  This  will  help 
to  make  the  fish  settle,  as  up  to  now  they  appear  to 
have  been  steadily  on  the  move.  The  water  con- 
tinues in  good  order.  For  week  ending  Sept.  17  the 
sport  was  as  follows  : — Mubthly  Water. — Mr.  A. 
O.  Miles,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  91b.  Islamouth. — 
Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  14,  SirH.  Praed  caught 
one  fish,  16lb.  Upper  Cargill. — Mr.  Basil  Moon, 
one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Sept.  14.  Lower  Cargill. — Sir 
Berkeley  Sheffield,  one  salmon,  171b.,  on  Sept.  13, 
and  Sir  Basil  Montgomery,  one  fish,  16lb.,  on 
Sept.  15.  Willies  Stone. — Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield's 
boatmen,  one  fish,  16lb.,  on  Sept.  17.  Upper 
Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats,  one  grilse,  81b.,  on 
Sept.  14;  Mr.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch.  two 
salmon,  201b.  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse,  lilh.  and 
61b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  one  fish,  171b.^  and  a 
grilse,  ll^lb.,  on  Sept.  17.  Lower  Stobhall. — Mr. 
Archd.  Coats  landed  one  fish,  21pb.,  and  a  gril  e, 
81b.,  on  Sept.  11,  and  another  grilse,  5Jlb,,  on 
Sept.  15,  while  Lord  Cairns  caught  one  fish,  141b  , 
and  a  grilse,  81b.,  on  Sept.  11.  Burnmouth  Stob- 
hall.— Thg  Baroness  De  Tuyll  landed  one  grilse, 
lolb.,  on  Sept.  14.  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. 
— Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  caught  one  grilse,  81b.,  on 
Sept.  13,  and  another,  91b.,  on  Sept.  14,  while  Mrs. 
Martin  took  a  fLsh,  lejlb,,  on  Sept.  14,  and  Mr.  F. 
La  Tour  Mason,  one  grilse,  81b.  Benchill  — The 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Francis  L.  Bertie,  one  grilse,  I21b.,  on 
Sept.  11.  Catholes. — Mr.  Neil  McNeill,  one  salmon, 
I71b.,  on  Sept.  14,  and  Mr.  Henry  Peters,  a  grilse. 


5J]b.,  on  Sept.  17.  Upper  and  Lower  Battleby. 
—Mr.  Guy,  one  grilse,'  I2|lb.,  on  Sept.  11;  Mr. 
Bullock,  one  grilse,  6Jlb.,  on  Sept.  12;  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Coats  and  Miss  Knocker,  one  salmon,  38ilb.,  and  a 
grilse,  71b.,  on  Sept,  14;  and  Master  Eric  Coats,  one 
grilse,  8Jlb.,  on  Sept.  15. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District. — Net  fishing  for  salmon  ter- 
minated on  Friday,  and  autumn  angling  now 
commences.  The  weather  has  been  much  too  fine 
for  sport.  On  Sept.  2.  at  Dryburgh,  Fisherman  T. 
Allen  had  a  salmon  of  151b.,  and  at  Birgham  Dr. 
Fordyce  caught  a  grilse  of  7Uh.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr. 
Sellar  caught  a  salmon  of  lOlbr  and  a  grilse  of  51b., 
and  on  Sept.  7  he  had  a  grilse  of  tilb.  Captain 
Douglas  caught  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  201b.  on 
Sept.  7  and  8  respectively.  The  net  fishing  has  not 
been  up  to  the  mark.  The  heaviest  salmon  of  the 
season  was  caught  on  one  of  the  sea  coast  stations 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  Sept.  12.  It  weighed 
4Ulb.,  and  measured  48in.  in  length  and  2oin.  in 
girth.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  trout  fishing  line. 
One  day  last  week  Mr.  Hugh  Weir  caught  51b.  of 
trout  with  minnow  at  Thornilee,  and  on  Sept.  17 
Mr.  Guthrie  had  4^1b.  with  worm  in  the  evening. 
Another  angler  secured  a  trout  of  1  lb.  with  worm 
at  Melrose.  If  the  weather  keeps  fine,  fly-fishing 
during  the  night  ought  to  be  some  good  this  week 
as  the  moon  will  be  up.  Mr.  A.  Walker,  from 
Aberdour,  whilst  fishing  the  Rule  water  at  Fod- 
derlie,  caught  a  well-conditioned  trout  weighing 
3Jlb.  The  trout  showed  splendid  fight  for  twenty 
minutes,  and  wa<!  caught  with  a  drake  wing  fly  with 
a  yellow  body. — Sobley  Brown. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of 
rain  fell  during  the  early  week,  aid  fresh  water 
came  dowii  the  Maine,  Blackwatar,  Ballinderry,  and 
Moyola,  but  salmon,  the  greater  part  of  which  are 
red,  refused  all  lures,  but  brown  trout  took 
the  Blue  Dun  and  Sooty  Olive  freely,  and 
baskets  were  made,  but  a  proportion  of  these 
were  almost  ready  to  go  on  the  spawning 
beds.  The  main  river  continues  without  change, 
all  its  stretches  being  in  oider,  and  capital  sport  is 
being  obtained,  salmon  taking  all  lures  more  freely 
than  at  any  period  during  the  season,  and  should  the 
mild  weather  which  is  being  experienced  continue, 
there  will  likely  be  a  good  catch  for  the  remiining 
days  of  September.  Cql.  Alison  has  caught  eleven 
salmon  and  grilse,  of  41b.,  51b.,  51b.,  6lb.,  bjlb.,  71b., 
81b.,  81b.,  131b.,  171b.,  and  191b.,  Col.  Chichester,  nine, 
of  41b.,  51b.,  6lb.,  6lb.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  11  lb.,  and  121b., 
at  Caronroe.  Mr.  F.  Wilson  four,  of  71b.,  71b.,  91b., 
and  151b.  Mr.  Wright  fish,  of  4lb.,  41b.,  51b.,  6lb., 
101b.,  151b.,  17Pb.,  and  twenty-eight  pike.  Mr.  Fisher 
seven,  of  51b.,  51b.,  Oilb.,  71b.,  81b.,  8lb.,  and  14Jlb. 
Mr.  J.  McCorry  had  three  grilse,  of  '71b.,  71b.,  and  81b. 
at  Kihea.  Col.  Macneese  four,  of  61b.,  6lb.,  6lb.,  and 
91b.,  and  Mr.  Anderson  two,  of  4Jlb.  and  61b.  on  the 
Pontglenone  stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

ttoxiSMii  aua  i>i«>trio(i.  —The  rivers  have  gone  out 
of  form  again,  with  the  exception  of  the  larger  ones, 
such  as  the  Maine,  and  trout  fishing  all  the  week 
was  of  the  dullest  description.  The  flax-water  has 
disappeared  almost,  though  [there  may  be  a  slight 
recurrence  with  the  advent  of  the  next  spate. — 
J.  A  .B. 

Erne  (Bally shannon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
has  been  in  an  unsettled  condition,  owing  to  rising 
and  falling  water  for  the  past  ten  days.  During  the 
past  week  Mr.  R.  H.  Laird  landed  one  salmon  of 
81b.,  Mr.  Maifett  one  of  121b.,  Mr.  C.  Harmsworth 
one  of  141b.,  Mr.  Jackson  three  of  161b.,  81b.,  and 
71b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Carson  and  Mr.  Fergus  Smith  also 
had  some  sport. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  rishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Sept.  12  to  Sept.  18: — Captain  Macgowan,  on 
Sept.  12,  two,  3Jlb.,  6^1b. ;  on  Sept.  13,  two,  51b., 
3Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  14,  three,  61b.,  71b.,  lO^lb. ;  on 
Sept.  15,  four,  5Jlb.,  7lb.,  41b.,  51b.  ;  on  Sept.  17, 
seven,  7lb.,  5^\h.,  61b.,  31b.,  41b.,  44lb.,  51b.  ;  on 
Sept.  18,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  total,  nineteen,  1051b.  Mr. 
Dobson,  on  Sept.  12,  two,  31b.,  81b.  ;  on  Sept.  13, 
four,  5ilb.,  4Jlb.,  5.Jlb.,  Hlh.  ;  on  Sept.  14,  three, 
81b.,  41b.,  e.Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  15,  three,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  61b. ; 
on  Sept.  17,  six,  61b.,  7^1b.,  G^lh.,  51b.,  4ilb.,  51b.  ; 
on  Sept.  18,  one,  6^1b.  ;  total,  nineteen,  109^1b. 
Major  Jones,  on  Sept.  12  one,  41b.,  on  Sept  13, 
two,  71b.,  111b.;  on  Sept.  14,  four,  3Jlb.,  8-Jlb., 
91b.,  51b.;  on  Sept.  15,  one,  4Jlb. ;  on  Sept.  17, 
three,  6ilb.,  51b.,  lO^lb.  ;  on  Sept.  18,  one,  61b.  ; 
total,  twelve,  80Jlb.  Cuptain  Steward,  on  Sept.  12, 
one,  9ilb. ;  on  Sept.  15,  one,  8Jlb. ;  total,  two,  181b. 
Captain  Tetley,  on  Sept.  12,  three,  61b.,  61b.,  8|Ib.  ; 
on  Sept.  13,  two,  91b.,  6 Jib.  ;  on  Sept.  14,  two, 
51b.,  61b. ;  on  Sept.  15,  three,  4Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  5Jlb.  ;  on 
Sept.  18,  four,  6Jlb.,  81b.,  4Jlb.,  Olb.  ;  total,  fourteen, 
Siiilb.  Mr.  W.  Biird,  on  Sept.  13,  one,  61b.  ;  on 
Sept.  14,  three,  7ilb.,  4Jlb.,  51b.  ;  on  Sept.  15,  three, 
51b.,  81b.,  51b.;  on  Sjpt.  17,  five,  51b.,  6lb.,  61b., 
5Jlb.  ,  4Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  18,  two,  71b.,  6Jlb. ;  total, 
fourteen,  81Jlb.    Colonel  Dodd,  on  Sept.  15,  one. 


6Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  17,  two,  61b.,  6Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  18, 
one,  9Jlb. ;  total,  four,  28Jlb.  Mr.  Edginton,  on 
Sept.  17,  three,  6Jlb  ,  61b.,  61b.  ;  total,  three,  18Jlb. 
Totals  :— Sept.  12,  nine;  Sept.  13,  eleven;  Sept.  14, 
fifteen;  Sept.  15,  sixteen;  Sept.  17,  twenty-six; 
Sept.  18,  ten.  Total  for  the  six  days: — Eighty- 
seven.— W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Iiough  Cucraae,  etc.  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Owing  to  the  rough  weather  little  fishing  has  been 
done.  No  salmon  or  peal  were  had.  On  the  small 
mountain  lakes  brown  trout  fishing  afforded  fair 
sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Xiongrlia  Ma^k  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).— These 
waters  are  fishing  well  both  to  the  wet-fly  and 
"daddy  dap,"  given  the  right  wjather  conditions. 
It  has  been  generally  too  calm  since  last  report  to 
expect  heavy  bags,  the  best  of  the  week  brought 
into  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  are: — Sept.  12. — Dr. 
Hallowes  and  Mr.  Urmston.  nine  trout,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Duncan,  one  trout,  4ilb.  ;  Mr.  Chittenden, 
two  trout,  2ilb.  Sept.  13th. — Mr.  Duncan,  six 
trout,  181b  lOoz.,  best  51b.  lOoz.  and  3 Jib.,  worst 
lilb.  ;  this  is  the  best  of  the  season  with  the  rod 
from  here.  Sept.  15. — Mr.  Connell,  two  trout.  51b. 
(best  41b.)  ;  pike,  151b.  ;  perch,  IJlb.  ;  Dr.  Hallowes 
and  Mr.  Urmston,  three  trout,  5Jlb.  (best  2Jlb.); 
Mr.  Duncan,  one  trout,  21b.  Sept.  17. — Mr.  Connell, 
six  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Duncan,  two  trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Dr. 
Hallowes  and  Mr.  Urmston,  two  fish,  7lb.  6oz. — 
G.  A.  ' 

Lontrli  SXelTint—  Trouting  was  indifierent  during 
the  past  week,  but  the  anglers  who  stuck  to  the 
fishing  of  the  deep  drifts,  and  used  good  sized  flies, 
were  rewarded  with  decent  catches  of  brown  trout, 
and  Sonaghan  trout.  When  spinning  with  natural 
bait,  Mr.  C.  Melley  landed  a  fine  gillarooe  trout  of 
2|lb.,  and  a  brown  trout  of  5lb.  on  Sept.  14. — M. 
RooAN  &  Sons. 

Uoy,  Xiongus  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Balllna,  oo. 
Uayo). — The  weather  here  for  the  past  week  haa 
been  very  unsettled.  Mr.  O'Hagan,  one  grilse,  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Scroope,  one  grilse,  4 Jib.  ;  Mr.  Doran,  two  grilse, 
6  Jib.,  5lb.  Some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got 
in  the  estuary.  On  the  loughs  some  nice  trout  were 
got — largest  81b.  Some  good  baskets  of  sea-trout 
and  a  few  grilse  were  got  in  the  Palmer's  Town 
river.  Wild  fowling  in  the  estuary  good. — Pat 
Hearns. 

Biosses  (Dun{floe,  co.  Donei^al). — The  lakes  of 
the  Rosses  are  in  fine  order,  and  a  very  large  head 
of  sea-trout  is  apparent  all  over  these  waters. — • 
J.  A.  B. 

Upper   Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — On 

favourable  days  some  sport  was  had  at  sea  and 
brown  trout,  b  it  the  takes  weie  much  below  the 
average.  Prospects,  how  ever,  have  improved.  The 
season  closes  on  Oct.  15,  audit  is  expected  that  good 
sport  will  be  had  towards  the  back-end. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Balllnskelligs.— Sea  fishing  was  at  a  standstill  ^ 
for  three  days  owing  to  harsh  westerly  winds,  but 
was  resumed  on  Monday,   when   good  takes  of 
whiting,  bream,  gurnards,  etc.,  were  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
very  favourable  and  sport  good  at  various  fish.  On 
three  days  last  week  no  angling  could  be  done 
owing  to  harsh  winds  and  a  rough  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

ii«><*l. — The  end  of  last  week  brought  down  quite 
a  contingent  of  boat  anglers,  and  some  decent  takes 
of  fish  were  landed.  Monday  and  Tuesday. — A 
northerly  gale  with  heavy  sea,  which  made  the  water 
thick.  Wednesday. — Weather  fine,  and  several 
boats  put  out  to  the  fishing  grounds,  and  the 
generality  of  them  returned  with  good  takes  of  very 
fine  codling,  a  few  good  whiting,  and  several  uss 
dogs.  Should  the  weather  now  keep  moderate  for 
a  few  days  in  all  probability  we  shall  see  good 
sport. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (tao  i?ier>. — Local  fishing  has  not  yet 
reached  a  very  high  standard,  yet  the  sudden  influx 
of  codlings  in  considerable  numbers  has  greatly 
increased  sport,  and  dogfish  have  also  recently  taken 
the  baits  freely,  while  an  occasional  conger  or  sole  has 
afforded  welcome  variety,  but  whiting  liave  scarcely 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  pollack  are  quite  conspicu- 
ous by  their  absence.  The  recent  gales  have  rendered 
the  water  very  thick  and  weed-strewn,  but  improved 
conditions  should  bring  about  material  improvement 
in  sport  of  all  kinds.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  C. 
Edgar,  Mrs.  Hyde,  Mr.  C.  Temple,  Mr.  Fenn,  Mr.  Band, 
Master  Kenneth  Hyde,  and  others  fished  the  greater 
part  of  the  day  with  partial  success.  Mr.  Edgar  had 
a  nice  bag  of  codlings  early  on  Sept.  15.  Mr.  C.  D. 
Hughes'  catch  included  a  plaice  of  2jlb.,  and  Messrs. 
Titmus,  Pierpoint,  Handley  and  Foster  each  made  a 
fair  return,  including  three  codlings  of  3Jlb.  each. 
Mr.  J.  Handley  bagged  six  codlings  early  on  Sept.  16, 
but  several  French  visitors,  and  also  a  number  of 
London  anglers  only  down  for  the  day,  met  with  • 
little  success  during  their  short  stay.  Mr.  Wolff, 
however,  had  eight  codlings,  Mr.  Igglesden,  three, 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


INVALUABLE   TO  THE  ANGLER, 


"  The  coat  you  made  Jar 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  ths  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  '■dry  as  a 
bone:"— J.  W.,  Southsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SUP-ON, 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  Ught,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 
Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 
Extra  durability  in  wear. 

Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 
An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 
Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 
Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


iirore.-EVERy  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  UBELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLENTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 
AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  ofiF 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfuUy  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  SLIP-ON.: 


BURBERRYS 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  eyery  description  of  Fisliing  TacMe  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TMy  GOLD  ANJD  OTHEB  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  uid  pleastnt  to  fish  with ;  Baperloi  to  Bfllt  Oanii 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ois.  to  U  ois. ;  tbit  fowarfnl. 
ught,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  maoh  better  than  SpUt  Cant. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match,      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tronti 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

Ihls  Beel  Is  aaad  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  homa  and  abioaa, 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personaUy  fished  most  of  the  best  Loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle.  | 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

i%  yards  Doable  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Doable  Tap eitd  Balmoni 

80  and  40  yards  Doable  Tapered  Troat, 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Troat  Leveli 

These  new  Lines  are  far  saperlor  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  pat  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  lilnaa  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get, 

The  following  art  a  tew  uasoHclted  Testimonials, 

Colonel  G.  wrltei:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvelloas.   I  have  do  heiltatloa  In 

laying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  oast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
K.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  Is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  bandied.    It  la 
perfect.    Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.   When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casta  beaatUolly.   The  line  seems 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  iL,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  uuderstaal  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes :  "  I  have  tiled  the  new  Une  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 
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and  Mr.  Akehurst,  three  up  to  4 Jib.,  and  Mrs.  "Waller 
made  a  small  bag,  her  largest  fish  scaling  3ilb. 
Additional  anglers  on  Sept.  17  were  Messrs.  Hall, 
A.  Turner,  Poeklington.  H.  Hoare,  C.  Hoare,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pnekridge,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Senior,  and 
Ml-,  and  Mrs.  Fawssi^t.  Mr.  Senior's  catch  included 
two  51b.  codlings,  Mr.  Baldwin's  one  of  41b..  and 
many  small  ones,  as  well  as  a  considerable  number  of 
nurssdogs  were  caught  in  the  course  of  the  dav.  The 
evening  yielded  but  little,  probably  on  account  of 
the  extremely  dirty  state  of  the  water.  The  wind 
blew  witli  strong  force  from  the  nortli-east  on  Sept.  18, 
and  on  accoimt  of  the  high  tide  which  partially  sub- 
merged the  lower  stage  fishing  from  the  upper  deck 
was  allowed  for  the  first  time,  and  soon  one  side  of 
the  pier  was  bristling  with  rods  from  end  to  end.  The 
day's  sport  was  not  exceptional,  but  general  results 
were  satisfactory.  Mr.  Titmus  took  premier  honours 
before  the  breakfast  hour.  Mr.  Ashton  had  a  nice 
bag  of  codling.  Mr.  Morgan's  mixed  catch  incladed 
a  sole  of  lib.,  Mr.  Edgar  made  a  heavy  bag,  Colonel 
Synge  was  equally  fortunate.  Mr.  Penney  took  the 
largest  conger  of  the  day,  and  Mr.  Gus  Elen  per- 
formed a  feat  probably  never  before  accomplished 
by  landing  two  splendid  soles  at  once.  Mrs.  Allison 
Wolff  and  Miss  Vivienne  Wolff,  who  were  fresh 
upon  the  scene,  each  met  with  some  success.  Mrs. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Fenn,  and  Mr.  Frank  Rea  were  the 
most  successful  pier  angler-  on  Wednesday  morning, 
the  last-named  gentleman's  ca'ch  including  one 
plump  codling  of  5|lb.  Later  in  the  dav,  Mr  E. 
Thompson,  Miss  Vivienne  Wolff,  M'-s.  Hicks,  and 
Mr.  Ayling  came  well  to  the  fore  with  codling,  their 
heaviest  fish  weighing  4Jlh.,  3Ub..  31b.,  and  211b., 
and  just  a^  evening  fell  Mr.  H.  Poeklington,  Mrs. 
Allison  Wolff,  Mr.  J.  J.  Hmre,  Mr.  B.  Langford, 
and  Mr.  Parker  each  secured  some  good  codling  up 
to  4Jlb.  in  we  sht.  The  wate-  is  at  present  in  tho 
pink  of  condition,  and  fishing  prospects  could 
scarcely  be  brighter — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Pensaiioe. — Sport  moderate  generally,  although 
Captain  Becker]eg  and  Captain  divers'  catch  on 
Sept.  14  wa?  a  good  one — one  lOIb.  pollack,  one 
51b.  pollack,  one  111b.  conger,  one  201b.  ling,  forty 
large  bream,  twelve  pouting,  two  haddock  (one  very 
large),  and  a  lot  of  dogfish.  Mr.  Parke  (B.S.A.S.) 
and  Mr.  Berry,  on  Sep"-..  14,  twenty  mackerel, 
twelve  p  jllack,  twenty  chad.  Messrs.  Neville  Bros., 
fishing  two  evenings,  fifty-eight  fish,  chiefly  pollack, 
mackerel,  and  conger,  also  chad  and  scad  (best  fish, 
61b.  onlv) ;  another  catch — 108  fish  :  pollack,  bream, 
chad,  mickerel,  scad.  Mr.  Cairns-Roberts,  Cam 
Tor,  W  iudKor,  fishing  on  the  beach  on  Monday,  had 
fifteen  minutes'  good  sport  with  a  fine  bass;  he 
was  fishing  with  single  gut  tackle,  and  had  se\-eral 
fine  rans  before  beaching  his  fish  (weight,  10|lb.). 
He  also  caught  another  bass  weighing  31b.  Mr. 
Fennor,  Windsor,  caught  a  bass  weighing  4 Jib. 
Hand-lining  for  mackerel :  Catches  fifty  down  par 
boat.  Rod  fishing  from  piers:  Moderate  sport. 
—J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

FlTmoTith. — Sport  has  been  very  good  during  the 
last  week,  and  fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  plentiful. 
A  gentleman  from  London,  staying  with  a  re  ident 
at  Torpoint,  has  caught,  during  last  week,  sixteen 
and  a  half  dozen  of  fish,  and  this  without  going  out- 
side the  Hamoaze.  He  fished  from  the  entranae  to 
the  St.  Ge'man's  river,  just  below  Saltash,  to  North 
Corner.  His  catch  consisted  of  about  nine  dozen 
mackerel  and  seven  dozen  bass,  the  former  ran  from 
i\h.  to  2Jlb.  weight,  and  t^  e  latter  from  1  lb.  to  5yb. 
each;  he  caught  several  garfish,  commonly  called 
Jong-nose,  but  these  he  didnot  count,  although  they 
gave  him  some  good  sport  on  the  rod.  He  was  using 
the  spinner,  ."^and  eel,  and  pilchard  bait.  He  found 
that  he  had  the  best  takes  at  low  water.  He  tells 
me  he  tried  hard  on  Saturday  to  complete  the  twenty 
dozen,  b  it  he  only  had  a  solitary  two  fish,  although 
he  fished  the  besb  part  of  the  tide.  I  saw  some 
fishermen  at  Penlee  this  afternoon  (Tue  day),  they 
were  busy  casting  from  the  rocks  at  the  point,  I  did 
not  stay  long  enough  to  see  what  they  did.  The 
harbour  is  swarming  with  brit,  and  several  of  these 
toothsome  morsels  can  be  c.iught  with  an  ordinary 
shrimp  net ;  a  friend  had  two  gallons  one  day. — 
William  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Since  Monday  last  sport 
has  been  good  with  pollack,  whiting,  s?ad,  bream, 
and  haddo3k,  but  no  bass  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Fishing  hai  not  been  quite  so  good 
the  last  week,  owing  to  rather  strong  winds,  but  a  few 
good  baskets  have  been  recorded.  The  best  of  these 
stands  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  H.  Wellraan,  W.A.A., 
who  has  captured  nine  bass  of  the  total  weight 
of  381b.  13oz.  The  fish  weighed  as  follows:—- 
71b.  8oz.,  61b.  4oz.,  51b.  8oz.,  51b.,  41b.  2oz., 
31b.  8oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  2lb.  3oz.,  1  lb.  8oz.,  .n.ltogether 
a  splendid  catch.  Mr.  H.  Russell,  W.  A.  A., 
four  basi,  Olb.  44oz.,  41b.  SJoz.,  3;;lb.,  lib. 
12oz.  Some  good  bass  have  also  beeu  taken  by 
Mr.  S.  WaDis  from  the  pier,  a'so  a  plaice  of  IJlb. 
A  large  conaer  was  captured  on  Sept.  17  by  a 
visit  )r,  wnich  turned  the  s^ale  at  151b.,  and  the 


following  evening  he  took  another  which  was  just 
loz.  short  of  141b.,  both  tixken  in  the  backwater, 
using  mackerel  as  bait.  Bass  fishing  is  still  good  at 
Ferry  Bridge,  while  the  codling  are  now  coming  in, 
and  some  heav^y  baskets  have  been  made. — Chas. 
J.  Russell,  W.A.A. 


Jlssociaftons,  dc. 


Anglers'  Associ.4.TroN. 
Tlie  monthly  delegate  meeting,  at  which  fifty 
societies  were  represented,  was  held  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  on  Monday  last  (Sept.  17),  presided  over 
by  the  \-ice- president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  Three 
new  societies — Brixton,  Ladbroko,  and  Rainbow 
Trouts — were  enrolled.  Cheques  for  bailii?s'  salaries 
and  rents  of  fislieries,  amounting  to  £55,  were 
ordered  to  be  drawn.  The  shield  competition 
resulted  in  the  Brompton,  North-East  Brothers, 
Oglander,  and  Sundial  entering  in  the  semi-final 
roui\d.  The  annual  wholesale  poisoning  of  fish  life 
took  place  in  the  River  Lee  at  Ware  dm'ing  the 
past  week,  some  thousands  of  splendid  fish  having 
been  destroyed  in  the  river  down  to  as  far  as 
St.  Margaret's  and  in  the  Amwell  stream  ;  this  was, 
no  doubt,  caused  by  the  polluting  of  water  at  Ware 
after  the  clearing  out  of  the  Manifold  Ditch,  the 
effluent  duct  of  the  Hertford  Sewage  Works.  It 
would  be  as  well  for  those  persons  who  are  interested 
in  the  water  supply  of  London  to  remember  that 
the  polluted  water  was  immediately  above  the  site 
selected  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  for  the 
construction  of  their  new  intake.  Mr.  Frank  Gray 
has  made  all  the  preliminaries  in  connection  with 
the  English  Angling  Championship,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers.  The 
association  have  now  to  manage  the  competition 
which  is  to  be  held  at  Pangbourne  on  Monday, 
Oct.  15.  A  special  committee^  consisting  of  six 
members — Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray,  G.  Hunt,  J.  W. 
Harris,  C.  MacLachlan,  C.  Ashmore,  and  B. 
Abrahams — were  elected  to  select  the  team  to 
represent  the  association  and  to  manage  the  com- 
petition. All  the  association  societies  are  to  be 
circularised,  asking  their  secretaries  to  notify  the 
general  secretary  of  their  best  anglers  who  would 
be  willing  to  take  part  in  the  match,  if  selected. 
The  team  and  stewards  are  to  be  paid  their  railway 
fares. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 
Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  pre  ided  over  a  full 
meeting  of  committee  and  members  on  Wednesday 
evenin'j.  Mens.  A.  Armandias  was  elected  a 
membe".  During  the  week  Mr.  Franco  weighed-in 
lOJlb.  and  8^1b.  of  dace.  On  Tue  day  in  a  punt 
match  on  the  Thame <  Messrs.  Franco  and  Jacobs 
fished  Me?srs.  Math  and  Vergeta  for  a  supper. 
The  former  weighed  in  121b.  Ooz.  of  fish  aeainst 
the  latter's  81b.  lloz.  Mons.  C.  Fr.anco  read  the 
correspondence  re  the  International  Fishing  Match 
at  Ballancourt,  and  it  was  arranged  that  the  club 
contingent  should  meet  at  Charing  Cross  station  at 
2.20  P.M.  for  Paris  It  is  hoped  that  as  many 
members  as  possible  will  make  it  convenient  to 
travel  by  that  train. — ^R.  Ja(  obs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Sept.  12,  Mr.  Armitage  was  in 
the  chair.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
membership.  The  results  of  the  ties  in  the  first 
round  for  the  club  cup  were  annoimced  to  the 
meeting,  and  the  draw  for  the  second  round  took 
place.  All  ties  to  be  fished  by  Oct.  27.  The 
outstanding  ties  resulted  in  Messrs.  Dalmer,  Lucas, 
Norman,  and  Willdns  beating  their  respective 
opponents.  A  committee  meeting  was  held  on 
Sept.  12,  Mr.  H.  Adams  presiding,  when  accounts 
and  other  matters  were  discussed.  Mr.  Metz 
reports  having  taken  161b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
from  the  New  River  on  Sept.  10,  and  281b.  on  Sept. 
11.  This  last  week-end,  although  the  weather  was 
stormy,  was  productive  of  some  fair-sized  fish. 
Mr.  Sainton  took  two  chub  (best  31b.)  and  some 
nice  roach  (best  1  lb.  3|oz. )  from  the-  Colne,  where 
also  Mr.  Barnes  had  a  few  good  samples  of  roach. 
From  the  Harefield  section  of  the  society's  water 
Mr.  Wilkins  creeled  some  good  roach  (best  I  lb.  2|oz.), 
Messrs.  Jukes,  Chandler,  and  Blagrave  roach,  and 
Mr.  Lucas  perch.  From  the  Uxbridge  section 
Mr.  Yarham  had  perch  (best  1  lb.  I  J-oz.).  We  have 
just  recently  been  enabled  to  secure  and  put  into 
the  Harefield  section  over  three  dozen  good-sized 
dace,  some  of  which  were  lOoz.  up  to  ll-\oz.  ;  also 
about  two  dozen  jack,  wliich  were  turned  into  the 
section  below  Harefield. — E.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Lantern  Entertainment. 
Thera  -wis  a  large  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern 
on  Tuesday  last,  many  ladies  being  present,  and 
Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  taking  the  chair.    Some  cipifcal  fish 
were  exhibited,  including  a  nice  tray  of  fine  trout. 


running  up  to  4 Jib. — part  of  a  good  catch  of  fifteen 
taken  by  Messrs.  John  and  H.  J.  Warne  ;  Messrs.  D. 
Isaacs  and  A.  G.  Merritt  had  taken  good  bream, 
best  up  to  41b.  ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin,  carp  and  barbel  up 
to  4f  lb. ;  Mr.  AV.  Gilbert,  jack,  perch,  roach,  and 
dice;  Messrs.  Canton  and  Green,  perch;  and  Mr. 
Parker,  dace,  etc.  The  gi'eat  ite  m  of  the  evening 
was  a  delightful  lantern  enter'  ainment  given  by  Mr. 
J.  W.  Grubb,  the  beautiful  sUdes  beino:  almost  all 
original,  from  charming  photographs  taken  bv  the 
lecturer  and  Mr.  Orpin.  The  lovelv  scenery  of  the 
Devonshire  coast  was  conspicuously  illustrated  in 
the  first  part,  whilst  in  the  second  portion  of  the 
entertainment,  views,  angling  incidents,  etc.,  at 
Elstree,  Denham,  and  on  the  rivers  Arun,  Thames, 
and  Colne — many  at  th-j  society's  fishery  at  Wraye- 
bury — made  a  delightful  variety,  numerous  pictures 
being  of  special  interest,  as  introducing  well-known 
members  of  the  society.  It  is  almost  needless  to 
state  that  a  most  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  Grubb — not  forgetting  Mr.  Orpin 
— for  the  very  successful  entertainment  he 
had  given.  Attention  having  been  called  to  the 
smoking  concert  taking  place  on  Sept.  25.  to  the 
punt  comp3tition  in  October,  and  other  fixtures, 
the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  was  duly  honoured,  and  a 
specially  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  David  Isaacs, 
who  had  presided  during  the  entertainment,  closed 
the  proceedings  of  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  H.  M.  Birch  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last  (Sept.  18).  Several 
members  had  visited  the  Thames  during  the  week, 
but  the  holiday  traffic,  though  abating,  is  still 
p.uificiently  en  evidence  to  render  sport  very  unsatis- 
factory. Motor-boats  are  the  worst  offenders,  and 
make  more  commotion  than  any  other  form  of 
craft.  A  few  good  fishing  results  were  given  in 
during  the  evening,  the  principal  being  those  of 
Mr.  Zerfass,  who  had  a  good  mixed  bag  of  grayling 
up  to  2Jlb.,  jack  of  71b.,  and  perch  of  l-|Ib.  ;  of  Mr. 
Emery,  who  took  several  good  trout,  his  largest 
being  41b.  ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Buckingham,  who  took 
trout  up  to  21b.,  together  with  some  nice  dace  and 
chub.  The  annual  appeal  for  the  A.B.S.  has  this 
year  resulted  in  a  collection  of  nearly  £7,  six  hfe 
members  being  added  to  the  list.  The  usual  dinner 
to  mark  the  closing  of  the  trout  season  will  be  held 
at  the  Black  Horse,  Chesham,  on  Saturday,  Sept.  29, 
at  7  p.m.  Those  who  propose  being  present  should 
communicate  with  the  hon.  secretary  before 
Sept.  26.— Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Sept.  19,  when  five 
additional  cases  of  specimen  fish,  captured  by 
members  of  the  r-ociety,  ware  hung  in  the  club- 
room.  The  Highbury  collection,  which  is  con- 
sidered by  many  to  be  the  finest  and  most  complete 
exhibition  of  modern  piscatorial  taxidermy  in 
London,  is  at  all  times  on  view  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  the  society's  headquarters.  A  con- 
sider ible  amount  of  important  business  was  trans- 
acted with  regard  to  the  society's  fisheries.  A 
number  of  members  are  shortly  taking  a  liolidav  on 
the  Barford  water,  when  good  reports  should  be 
forthcoming. — Hon.  Sec. 


pFovineial  Angling  ]4otes 

must  arrive  by  first  jpost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  few  of  our  members  who  took  part  in  the 
great  contest  at  Oundle  remained  behind  after  the 
contest  for  a  few  days'  fishing,  and  were  re- 
warded by  having  some  very  good  sport  with  the 
bream,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  all  had  some  good 
bags  to  return  home  with.  The  local  anglers  say 
that  the  month  of  October  is  the  best  month 
of  the  year  for  large  catches,  and  those  who  have 
taken. a  liking  to  this  river  should  bear  this  in  mind. 
There  are  plenty  of  good  pike  in  the  river, 
and  now  that  the  heat  wave  has  disappeared 
these  fish  will  be  on  the  move.  The  sum  of 
near  upon  £400  has  been  paid  to  the  London 
and  North- Western  Railway  Company  for  railway 
tickets  sold  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  contest. 
The  long  wi.shed  for  rain  has  come  at  last,  and  we 
have  had  one  or  two  heavy  downlalls  which  have 
done  much  to  improve  the  state  of  all  our  rivers  and 
pools,  but  we  can  still  do  with  more  of  it  as 
a  good  flush  is  required  to  remove  thcs  weeds 
that  have  accumulated.  Sport  has  improved 
since  the  welcome  change  has  taken  place.  Roach 
fishing  on  the  Severn  has  been  good,  and  the  fish 
have  been  of  a  larger  size  ;  the  best  fish  have  been 
taken  with  stewed  wheat.  Some  good  catches  of 
dace  have  been  taken  above  Arley  with  the  gentle. 
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SEA  TACKLE. 
SEA  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

EXHIBITION, 


Clifford's  Inn  Half,  Ffeet  Street,  London,  E.C., 

SEPTEMBER  21st  to  OCTOBER  3pd  inclusive. 


Every  Angrier  should  call  and  see 


Wyers  Freres 

FINE  SELECTION. 


SPECIAL  TACKLE  made  to  order  promptly. 

MANUFACT0Rr:-1 


WYERS  FRERES, 


Continental  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 

TICKETS  of  Ajamission  Post  Free  from  the 
Manufactory,  or  may  be  had  at  the  Hall. 


Open  until  November,      Open  until  November. 


X906. 


SPACE— 1,000,000  square  yards.  300  BUILDINGS.  Nearly  100  SECTIONS. 
OFFICIAL  EXHIBITS  OF  30  NATIONS. 

Great  Attractions.  Expositions  of  Fine  and  Decorative 
Arts,  Methods  of  Transit,  Manufactures,  Machinery, 
Weapons,  Fish  and  Pisciculture,  Silks  and  Silk  Culture, 
Food  and  Chemical  Products,  &c. 

To  I  Il?f  should  not  fail  to  visit  this  EXHIBITION; 

I  W\l4^  I  »J  in  many  respects  UNIQUE. 

SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FLIES, 

Selections  made  for  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

MILLER'S  GRAYLING  FLIES, 

2/-  per  dozen,  on  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

GRAYLING    FLY  CASTS, 

Gut  or  Hair,  1/-  each;  Mounted  with  Flies,  1/6  each. 

SALMON  CASTS,  jr»,n  2/6 ,0/6 
SEA  TROUT  CASTS,   ,/- »d vs 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

Northern  Anglers' Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


TREAT 


BOOTS 


YOUR 


WITH 


TRADE  MARK. 


Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

Fop  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

For  MACHINE  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 


THE  ONLY  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  i„  tho  GERMAN  ARMY. 


CLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-HQ  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN   TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 

At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/-  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTON  STREET,   LONDON,  E.G. 

To  be  bad  of  all  Dealers. 


MALGOM  &  CO. 


NO  MORE  HEAVY  WADERS. 


"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADINC  STOCKINGS,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  42/- 

E.  B.  MARSTON,  Esq.,  says  :  "  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

—Fuhiiig  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lifhtnesB 
of  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself."  ' 

—Field,  June  30, 1900. 


3,  CREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 


NOVEMBER  3rd,  4th,  ana  Sth. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.      FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS. 

Pbize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numerous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing  Tackle. 

For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Geippeb,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  Bay, 


km 


LA  PtOHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month. 

AnnufU  Subscription,  4s. 
All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directois— Wters  Fkeres,'  30,  Quai  de  Louvre.Paris. 
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The  fishing  on  the  Trent  hag  improved.  The 
roach  are  just  now  biting  freely  at  the  stewed 
malt.  Bream  and  roach  have  afforded  good  sport 
on  the  A^•on.  Anglers  have  been  busy  at  Stratford 
and  at  Evesham.  Binton.  Bidford,  and  Salford 
Priors,  right  down  the  river  to  Pershore,  good 
catches  have  been  the  rule.  The  Hearts  of 
Oak  portion  of  the  River  Penk  at  Acton 
has  again  been  sucessfully  fished  by  the  members. 
Pool  fisher  nen  have  done  well  ;  tha  tench  in  the 
Sutton  Park  pools  have  been  feeding,  and  good 
catches  of  these  fish  have  been  made  together  with 
good  bags  of  roach  and  perch.  Canal  fishing  close 
to  the  city  ha=!  been  above  the  ave  age. 
It  is  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  for  a  club  to  try  and  outbid  another 
club  in  the  renting  of  water.  Many  of  our  clubs  in 
the  city  rent  water  for  their  members,  and  I  now 
hear  that  a  club  wishes  to  ta'ie  the  water  from 
another  club  by  offering  a  higher  rental  as  an 
inducement  to  the  owner  of  the  water  to  let  them 
have  it.  If  this  can  be  proved,  the  club  offering  to 
take  the  water  as  stated  wiU  be  brought  to  book  by 
the  association. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  principal  event  this  week  has  been  the  great 
match  at  Kirkstead  on  Monday,  pronaoted  by  the 
Sheffield  Anglers'  Association,  and  the  prize  money 
altogether  amounted  to  about  £150.  The  compati- 
tion  took  place  in  the  Witham,  and  there  was  an 
entry  of  1112.  Fishing  commenced  at  12. 30  p.m. 
and  lasted  three  hours.  The  fish  were  in  a  feeding 
humour  and  some  splendid  catches  were  recorded. 
The  first  prize-winner  was  W.  Patchett,  of  Lincoln, 
who  won  £10,  with  a  catch  of  lOlb.  12^^oz.  Others 
in  the  leading  van  were  C.  Robertshaw,  Whitwell, 
£6,  91b.  2oz. ;  F.  King,  Dukinfield,  £6  10s.,9Ib.ioz  ; 
W.  Grav,  Boston,  £5,  81b.  5oz. ;  C.  Harrington.  Shef- 
field, £4,  81b.  2Joz.  ;  R.  Halam,  Lincoln,  £3  10s., 
81b.  IJoz.  There  were  eighty-fi\  e  other  prize-takers 
whose  winnings  ranged  from  £3  down  to  8s.  9d.  The 
arranpe'Tients  were  satisfactorily  carried  out  by  Mr. 
J.  R.  Walker  (secretary  to  the  association),  and  Mr. 
J.  Gorrill  (president),  assisted  by  several  members  of 
the  committee. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Driffield  Canal,  owing  to  recent  rains,  is  in 
grand  condition  for  all-round  angling,  and  the 
famous  streams  are  now  in  grand  trim.  The  River 
Hull  from  Hempholme  down  to  Wilfholme,  Arra  n, 
and  Hull  Bridge  is  in  the  best  of  trim,  either  for 
paste  or  maggot  fishing,  and  during  the  week 
one  of  our  Hull  anglers  had  a  very  good  catch 
of  roach  at  Aike  Beck-end  with  pearl  barley, 
his  best  fish  going  1  lb.  2oz.  Some  good  p;rch 
have  als"*  been  taken  at  Leven  Lock  and  Arram 
Beck-end  with  red  worms ;  but  for  roach  fishing 
the  lower  portion  of  the  river  hai  proved  by  far 
the  best  for  paste  fishermen,  at  Dunswell  and 
Gibraltar,  and  even  so  low  down  as  Burton  Hall, 
and  roach  up  to  1  lb.  7|oz.,  1  lb.  5|oz.,  1  lb.  2|oz.  have 
been  taken  by  me  nb^rs  of  the  Stoneferry  Angling 
Society,  and  Mr.  Fred  Downs,  of  the  Star  Club  of 
Stoneferry,  had  rJcently  six  roach  that  scaled 
about  as  many  pounds,  and  on  Saturday  last 
(Sept.  15)  Mr.  Geo.  Cheeseman  and  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman 
took  several  good  roach  with  paste  at  Dunswell. 
The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now  in  very  nice 
condition,  Messrs.  Johnson,  Newton,  Robinson  and 
Jackson  getting  some  fair  catches  at  Land  o'  Nod, 
Foulness  Entrance,  and  Newport,  maggots  being  the 
best  bait  used  during  the  week.  Odd  pike  of  good 
size  have  also  been  taken  with  live  bait  fishing. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  is  still  very  quiet  in  the  district,  whilst 
trout  fishing  is  restricted  to  about  an  hour's  fly 
fishing  at  dusking,  and  anyone  who  creels  half  a 
dozen  may  be  said  to  do  well.  If  no  more  rain 
should  come,  the  moon  will  be  available  for  these 
fish  for  night  fishing  next  week,  and  should  the 
weather  continue  mild  good  baskets  will  again 
be  taken.  On  Sept.  15  brown  trout  fishing  closed 
on  the  Bela  and  its  tributaries.  The  salmon  nets 
were  also  withdrawn,  and  as  the  streams  were  in 
flood  on  that  day,  there  should  now  be  a  fair 
number  of  fresh  run  fish  in  them.  Nothing  of 
any  moment  was  done  during  this  flood,  but 
it  was  at  its  best  height  very  early  in  the 
morning.  In  the  Levens  Park  waters  on  the  Kent 
the  Hon.  Miss  Brand  killed  a  good  browm  trout  of 
IJlb.  and  a  nice  little  sea-trout  of  1  lb.,  with 
minnow,  and  was  very  unlucky  with  several 
more.  A  few  odd  sea  fish  were  also  taken 
in  the  Waste  on  the  same  stream,  but  altogether 
the  fishing  was  very  disappointing.  Brown  trout 
are  rising  well  on  the  streams  during  the  day,  but 
they  are  taking  something  very  small — too  small 
to  see,  let  alone  imitate.  Nothing  of  any 
moment  is  being  done  on  Windermere.j 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  has  had  a  welcome  refresher,  and 
is  now  fishing  satisfactorily.  The  sport  in  the 
Lune  is  of  an  average  kind.'  The  Ribble  is  hardly 
yielding  the  sport  naturally  expected  in  the  month 
of  September.  A  few  decent  catches  of  migratory 
trout  are  reported  from  the  Wyre,  but  even  its 
tributaries  are  vmcertain.  Contests  are  arranged  for 
the  week-end  as  follows  :  Dove  Angling  Society  at 
Astley;  Hulton  Angling  Society  and  Shamrock 
A.S.  at  Worsley,  and  West  Gorton  at  Broken  Cross. 
Manchester  and  Warrington  rods  in  the  Llanymy- 
nech  district  are  reported  as  having  met  with 
satisfactory  sport,  especially  at  Four  Crosses.  At 
Warrington  and  Liverpool  the  number  of  contests 
has  been  legion,  and  beyond  the  limits  of  the  space 
allotted  for  these  notes. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  was  a  great  pity  that  two  important  meetings 
in  this  city  should  clash  on  Sept.  13.  The 
date  was  that  of  the  regular  bi-monthly  C.P.A.A. 
delegate  meeting,  but  was  inadvertently  over- 
looked by  those  who  arranged  the  other  meeting. 
Amongst  the  clubs  who  have  recently  held  success- 
ful and  enjoyable  contests  ari  the  Ellesmere, 
Royal  Walton,  and  Clowes'  Angling  Societies,  and 
in  addition  the  inter-chib  fixture  of  the  Welcomb 
and  George  Angling  Societies,  when  victory  rested 
with  the  former  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession. 
The  weights  are — Welcomb,  31b.  Ooz.  4|dr. ;  George, 
21b.  4oz.  7dr.  The  "30"  Club  are  fishing  their 
annual  match  to-morrow.  Rumour  is  busy  with  a 
new  club  in  this  city.  Every  member  to  pay  (id. 
weekly  and  fish  only  one  match  yearly,  the  entire 
income  to  be  fished  for  in  cash  prizes. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  risen  nearly  a  foot,  though  there 
has  been  a  comparative  absence  of  colour.  On  the 
Holme  Pierrepont  section,  on  Sept.  15,  Mr.  H.  E. 
Birks  and  Mr.  W.  Page  took,  on  worm,  twenty- 
seven  splendid  barbel,  the  heaviest  weighing  (j^lb. 
At  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  killed  fifteen 
with  the  same  kind  of  bait.  Remarkable  to  relate, 
the  first  six  caught  weighed  as  follows  : — 71b.  7oz., 
61b.  14oz.,  51b.  12Joz.,  61b.  lOoz.,  and  51b.  8|oz.  I 
very  much  question  whether,  as  regards  successive 
fish,  the  feat  has  ever  been  equalled  on  our  river. 
Mr.  H.  Green  has  been  successful  amongst  barbel 
at  Colwick  Weir  Head,  and  good  sport  appears  to 
have  been  enjoved  at  East  Stoke,  Averham,  and 
Kelham.  On  Sept.  15  a  notable  competition  was 
held  on  the  tributary  Soar,  in  the  Kegvvorth 
district.  It  was  promoted  (an  annual  affair)  by 
Host  W.  P.  WooUey  (Wellington  Society),  of  the 
Cap  and  Stocking  (funny  name,  certainly),  who  had 
the  "  backing "  of  Mr.  Wallis,  who  gave  no  end  of 
prizes  to  be  competed  for.  He  also  acted  as  judge, 
and  needless  to  say  that,  under  his  practical  ins- 
and-out-of  all-round  angling,  everything  passed  off 
without  a  hitch.  Two  hundred  and  seventy  anxious 
and  enthusiastic  votaries  took  part,  and  the  leading 
prizes  were  won  by  Mr.  Jas.  Knight,  of  the  Green 
Man  Hotel,  Loughborough  ;  Mr.  Hunt,  Derby ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Moore,  Kegworth.  Mr.  Knight,  in  addition, 
holds  the  challenge  cup.  One  hundred  and  fifty  fish 
were  creeled,  and  the  aggregate  catches  totalled 
601b. — not  a  bad  performance  considering  adverse 
(rain)  conditions.  Your  correspondent  has  been 
amongst  tremendously  big  barbel  in  the  Averham 
district. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  have  been  so  low  and  foul  and  the 
water  so  fine  that  it  seemed  useless  to  fish,  and  sport 
has  been  exceedingly  slow.  We  have  had  some 
good  showers  of  rain  during  ths  week,  but  it 
has  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  the  rivers. 
Some  of  our  anglers  have  fished  the  Teme 
and  had  fair  catches  of  grayling  and  dace  and 
a  brace  or  two  of  trout.  The  grayling  came  very 
short.  Many  more  were  lost  than  were  creeled. 
The  Severn  and  Avon  have  fished  very  badly ; 
in  parts  where  sport  has  been  so  good,  scarce 
a  fish  could  be  got,  and  the  experts  have  angled  in 
vain.  As  an  exception,  Mr.  E.  D.  Davies,  fishing  at 
Upton-on-Severn  from  a  boat,  caught  five  dozen 
beautiful  dace  with  the  maggot,  and  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs 
and  his  brother  had  good  creels  of  fish.  A  brake 
load  of  anglers  from  Mount  Pleasant  Inn  went  to 
Severn  Stoke  on  Thursday  (Sept.  13),  and  with  the 
exception  of  Mr.  G.  Mapp,  they  returned  home 
nearly  fishless.  The  St.  John's  Amateur  Anglers 
had  their  annual  competition  at  Stanford  Bridge  on 
Sept.  13.  The  water  in  the  Teme  was  very  low  and 
clear.  Takes  were  not  heavy,  b  t  some  very  good  fish 
were  caught,  Messrs.  James  and  Mansfield  grassing 
some  very  fine  trout.  The  principal  results  were  as 
follows: — 1st,  C.  Denley,  2nd,  C.  James,  3rd,  A. 
Roberts,  4th,  H.  Mansfield,  5th,  W.  Bullock,  6th, 


J.  Badger.  After  the  contest  (the  pleasure  of  which 
was  somewhat  spoilt  by  pouring  rain  in  the 
afternoon)  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  at 
the  Stanford  Bridge  Hotel,  to  which  the  excellent 
catering  of  Host  and  Hostess  Perry  greatly  con- 
tributed. The  secretary,  Mr.  C.  Denley,  had  arranged 
matters  admirably,  and  it  was  a  most  successful 
outing.  The  Fountain  Club  had  their  third  outing 
at  Defford  on  Sept.  9.  The  Avon  was  like  a  pool 
and  the  fish  quite  off  the  feed.  Only  two  out  of 
the  twelve  prizes  were  taken,  the  winners  being 
A.  Cotton  and  J.  Priest. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  very  pleasant  afternoon  was  spent  by  members 
of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  A.  A.  on  Sept.  15,  when  the 
last  match  of  the  season  was  held  in  the  River 
Wharfe,  permission  being  granted  by  Sir  Angus 
Holden,  Bart.,  to  use  the  portion  of  the  stream 
which  passes  through  Nun  Appleton  Park. 
Grand  weather  prevailed,  and  the  water  was 
good  in  colour,  though  rather  low.  J.  Armitage 
was  first  with  21b.  13oz.  of  fish;  E.  Simpson, 
second,  21b.  12  {oz.;  J.  Robson  third,  21b.  2Joz.  ; 
and  E.  Foote,  lib.  lOoz.,  fourth.  A  copper  kettle 
was  the  first  prize  for  the  best  aggregate  in 
the  four  matches  of  the  season.  C.  Wardle, 
winner  of  the  silver  cup  in  the  August  compe- 
tition, had  a  slight  lead  of  E.  Simpson,  last 
year's  cup  winner,  whilst  Foote  was  a  good  third, 
but  in  the  draw  for  places  he  was  unfortimate,  and 
in  the  result  only  12foz.  of  fish  were  yielded  by  his 
creel.  Simpson's  winning  fish  weighed  21b.  12ioz.. 
which  included  barbel,  dace  and  roach.  The  total 
weight  of  fish  caught  by  the  sixteen  competing 
anglevs  was  201b.  13|oz.  In  the  second  match  of 
the  King  William  IV.  Linton-on-Ouse  the 
biggest  catch,  31b.  6|-oz.,  fell  to  T.  Herwell, 
who  also  took  Mr.  English's  special  for  the 
largest  fish,  and  Mr.  Sharp's  medal  for  the  greatest 
variety.  The  water  was  very  low  and  clear  at 
Wheldrake,  and  small  catches  were  the  rule,  J. 
Corney  doing  well  to  get  31b.  7^oz.  of  fish,  and  J.  E. 
Thompson  21b.  8-Joz.  The  heaviest  fish  was 
caught  by  J.  Storey.  The  King  WiUiam  Wednes- 
day had  a  similar  experience,  when  the  best 
catch  was  secured  by  G.  Corner.  South  Bank 
Working  Men's  A.C.  fished  their  last  match  at 
Thicket  Priory,  C.  W.  Greaves  leading  the 
winners,  who  numbered  twenty.  The  largest  fish 
was  caught  by  J.  W.  Baldwin,  and  the  greatest 
variety  was  shown  by  W.  D.  Hodgson.  Fine 
wea,ther  favoured  the  Leeman  Hotel  A.C.  on 
the  occasion  of  the  second  match  at  Elving- 
ton,  but  sport  was  slow,  the  water  being 
too  clear,  and  ths  weigh-in  was  the  lightest  which 
the  club  had  experienced,  the  first  catch,  made  by 
J.  Wrigglesworth,  yielding  only  8|oz.  T.  Peckett, 
sen.,  was  awarded  specials  for  the  largest  fish,  dace 
and  roach.  Mr.  Johnstone  had  the  largest  perch, 
and  Mr.  Buckley  won  Mr.  Myton's  special. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Rain  has  fallen,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
materially  affect  the  rivers,  which  are  still  too  low. 
There  are  hopes  of  an  all-round  improvement  this 
week  in  consequence  of  better  angling  weather  having 
set  in.  Se=i-angling  is  again  affording  good  sport  at 
various  fish  at  all  the  principal  stations.  Mr.  James 
Byrne,  inspector  of  fisheries,  Bandon,  has  been 
appointed  secretary  to  the  Bandon  Boa"d  of  Con- 
servators in  succession  to  Mr.  Welply,  who  resigned. 
The  appointment  has  given  great  satisfaction  in  the 
district.  Cases  of  poaching  continue  to  crop  up  in 
Kerry,  the  poachers  being  caught  at  their  work  in 
all,  or  nearly  all,  cases  by  the  constabulary. 

NoKTH  oy  Ireland. 
Both  the  weather  conditions  and  the  state  of  the 
rivers  were  against  good  fishing  this  week,  and  the 
anticipated  improvement  in  sport  did  not  come  off. 
More  r^in  is  rsquisite.  The  Lough  Neagh  fisheries 
are  falling  off  a  bit.  Nearly  all  the  pollen 
taken  are  going  to  the  cross-Channel  markets. 
Salmon  and  trout  netting  is  supposed  to  have  closed 
since  August  19.  Amongst  the  northern  rivers 
which  close  on  the  last  day  of  this  month  are  the 
Bush,  the  Bann,  and  its  tributaries,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Maine,  and  Blackwater,  Erne,  Bunduff 
and  Bundrowes  At  Omagh  (co.  Tyrone)  Petty  S=s- 
f  ionslast  week,  J.  Miillin  was  prosecuted  for  attempt- 
ing to  catch  fish  in  the  Strule  with  a  gaff  on  a  recent 
date.  McCauslaad  proved  to  seeing  the  defendant 
striking  with  a  gaff  at  a  fish  near  the  Carry.  MuUin 
was  fined  £4  and  costs,  or  in  default  two  months'  hard 
labour.  A  number  of  the  south  of  Ireland  rivers  close 
on  Sept.  30.  These  include  the  Barrow,  Nore,  Black- 
water,  Fnnshion,  Graidue,  etc.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Cork  Anglei-s'  Association  last  week,  Mr.  T.  Ireton 
presiding,  it  was  arranged  to  hold  a  trout  fishing 
competition  on  the  Bandon  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
October,  and  prizes  were  also  arranged  fat".  This 
is  a  new  departure. 
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RHEUMATISM, 

SGIATIGA,  LUMBAGO,  &c. 
cured  by  using 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


Wholesale  only  of 

/  ..JAgTCHEAP.LONDOM 

I  Beware  of IniifaHons&lnsisfon  having  \ 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply' 
ing  the  Baths  at  Droltwlch. 
Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS  for  2/3, 
BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS 


AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION, 

EARL'S  COURT. 

Patron— H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES. 
Open  11  a.m.  to  11.30  p.m.    Admission  Is. 
The  MASTERPIECES  of  LEADING  AUSTRIAN 
ARTISTS. 

Charming  Pictures.  Exquisite  Statuary.  Handi 
crafts  of  the  Time-honoured  Viennese  Guilds. 
FASHIONS,  FURNITURE,  BRONZES,  CHINA 

GLASS,  ART  PRINTING. 
VIENNA  AT  WORK— BAKERY,  SAUSAGE 
FACTORY. 
A  TRIP  THROUGH  LOVELY  AUSTRIA. 
Grand  Military  and  Promenade  Concerts. 
Mestrozzi's  Auntrian  Band  of  37  Players. 

TYROL  VILLAGE  in  the  EMPRESS  HALL 

Life  in  the  Mountains.    Real  Waterfall.  Ice 
Grotto.    Dairy.    Typical  Peasant  Life. 
Tyroler  Songs  and  Dances. 
Great  Romantic  Reproduction. 

AUSTRIAN  EXHIBITION,  Earl's  Court 

OPERETTA  THEATRE.  VIENNA  by  NIGHT 
GREAT  PANORAMA  of  the  BATTLE  of  ISEL. 
An  extraordinary  Reproduction  of  a  Famous 
Austrian  Mine.  Ferry  the  Brine  Lake  and  Visit 
the  Subterranean  Workings.  THE  VIENNA 
PRATER.  Otto's  Wonder  Cats.  Temple  of 
1,000  Eyes.  Caveru  of  the  Sirens.  Sir  Hiram 
Maxim's  Flying  Machine.  Views  of  Schanbrunn, 
Semmering    Pass    Abazzia,    &c.  Austrian 

Restaurant.  Caf6  and  Lager  Beer  Hall. 
WET  or   DRY,    HOT    or  COLD,  ALWAYS 
ATTRACTIVE. 


RHODES' 

"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &c.,  or 
1/3  post  free  from 

158,  RENFIELD  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


ears 
Soap 


Specially  Recoimended  to 
ANGLERS 


BT  THB 
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British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 

4,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  ST.,  LONDON. 

AUTUMN  EXHIBITION 

OF 

Sea  Fishing  Taekl 

WILL  BE  HELD  IN 

Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet  Street,  London, 

From  Friday,  21st  Sept.,  1906,  to 

Wednesday,  3rd  Oct.,  1906,  inclusive 

Doors  open  on  the  First  Day  from  2  p.m.,  on 
other  days  from  noon  to  9  p.m. 

Admission  by  Ticket,  which  can  he  obtained 
from  the  principal  member.sot  the  Tackle  Tradi 
jr  from  the  Secretary  at  the  Headcjuarters. 


RICBARDWHEATLEY&SON 

Fly  Book  and  Box  Makers, 
BTRlVIIlSrGHAlVI. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


Tou  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  EconomicaL 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will    WATERPROOF,    SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE    WALKING,  PISHING 
SHOOTING,   ami   GOLFING  BOOTS, 
reudering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded.  Fisheries' 
ExMbition,  1883. 
Gold  Medal  Awards— 
SamplL-  ],er   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
post  2  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition.  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &C.,  3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  per  boi, 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

viL  rtiicn  Aniericaii  augicio  oy  aavcrus,,.g  . 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
ind  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are:  Shootmg,  Natural  History- 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEBKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
PORBION  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  SS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &.  CO., 
Z3,  Finch   Lane  f^ornhili  l.O(«do« 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


PREVENTS 
the  Bites  of 

MOSQUITOES, 
GNATS,  MIDGES 

and  other  RIVERSIDE  PESTS 

For  years  "  Muscatel "  has  been  con- 
sidered invaluable  by  Anglers  in  all  parts 

of  the  World. 
(See  "  Fishing  Gazette,"  .June  30th,  p.  461,  also 
August  4th,  p.  81). 

Send  post  card  for  particulars,  or  1  /2  for 
SAMPLE   POCKET  BOTTLE. 
Larger  bottles  at  1/9,  3/-,  5/-,  10/6  and  21/-. 

PKEPAKED  BY 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS, 

Chemist, 
327,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 

Can  be  obtained  of 
A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  LTD., 

II,  South  Molton  Street,  W. 

AND  BRANCHES. 


Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

y  SPECIAL  NAILS 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


■J 

(0 

k  I 

^    For  Fishing  and 
Uj  Shootings  Brog^ues  ^ 
^        and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
LONDON,  S.E. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 


"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST  SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY. 

"CAROLINA  RICE" 

LARGEST   NATURAL  GRAIN. 

"PREPARED  BARLEY" 

SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


WE5TLET 
RICHflRb5 


AND  CO.  Ltd. 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HLS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Westley  Richards 


CATALOGUE 


OF 


HIGH-CLASS 


ANGLING 


SPECIALITIES. 


The  demand  for  this  Catalogue  has 
been  so  great  that  we  have  already 
been  obHged  to  reprint  it. 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette: — 


"  A  most  attractive  illustrated  Cata- 
logue. The  best  photographs  of  rods 
I  have  ever  seen.  The  most  interesting 
part  of  the  Catalogue  to  me  is  that 
entitled  'Notes  on  Gut.'  Mr.  Haines 
gives  the  results  of  many  experiments. 
The  requirements  of  the  sea-angler  are 
well  looked  after  by  the  Westley 
Richards  Co.,  and  they  add  to  their 
Catalogue  a  list  of  fishing  places  and 
fish  to  be  caught." 

Darwen  and  County  Gazette: — • 


We  guarantee  the  above  as  being  of  the  very 
best  quality  procurable. 

Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


Sample  Bags  of  Kice  and  Barley,  6cf.  each,  if 
ordered  with  Wheat. 


>1</d/-ess.— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blaekfrlars,  London,  S.E. 


Fishing  Tackle  Maker  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach     ...      Is.  6d.  )      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2s.  Od.  I  Wliite  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  6d.  i  Green 
Salmon   ...      is.  6d.  J        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  Flax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
Castle  "  Lines.   Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  &c.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  M.  per  dozen. 
Gold  Medals:  ParU  and  Lincoln.  Wholesale, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


Angrlera  wlolilii?  to  obt&ln 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMOOATION 

for  nihing  the  Sova  and  Iia&k  WaltoB  Ooutii 

SHOULD  ASYKTISB  ID 

je  Ashbonrne  News  &  Do?e  Valley  Record. 

Wanted"  advtt.,  18  tcordt,  id. ;  H  uxmU,  !».,  frrtimH 

Addresi :  Naws  Offlte.  AthboariM. 


"The  new  Catalogue  is  a  work  of  art, 
and  a  credit  both  to  compiler  and 
printer.  There  is  evidence  that  brains 
have  been  used,  and  I  congratulate 
Mr.  Douglas  Haines  on  its  production. 
The  Catalogue  is  printed  on  art  paper, 
fully  illustrated  with  process  blocks, 
and  gives  the  price  of  everything.  In 
addition  to  this,  Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell's 
Curve  System  of  Rod  Building  is  fully 
explained  and  illustrated.  There  is 
also  an  illustrated  article  by  Mr.  Haines 
on  gut.  This  should  be  in  the  hands 
of  all  anglers.  Send  to  Westley 
Richards  for  a  catalogue  and  you  will 
be  interested." 

American  Sporting  Goods  Dealer  : — 


"An  interesting  feature  of  the  list  is 
an  essay  on  gut  illustrated  with  micro- 
photographs." 

Sporting  Goods  Review  : — 


"  An  interesting  and  well  compiled 
Catalogue." 

"  A  very  excellent  production." 

MAKERS  OF  THE  HIGHEST 
CLASS  GOODS  ONLY. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams :— "  Deele.y." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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^offings       ti)c  ^ag. 


The  old  men  sat  and  heard  the  swineherd's  horn 
Far  off  across  the  stubble,  when  the  day 
At  end  of  harvest-tida  was  sad  and  grey  ;  , 
And  rain  was  in  the  wind's  voice  as  it  swept 
Along  the  hedgis  ivhere  the  lone,  quail  crept  : 
Beneath  the  chattering  of  the  restless  pie. 
The  fruit-hung  branches  moved,  and  suddenly 
The  trembling  apples  smote  the  dewy  grass. 
And  all  the  year  to  Autumn-tide  did  puss. 

— War.  MoEBis. 


The  Hastings  Sea  Angling  Festival  has  come  and 
gone.  It  was  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of 
"Festivals,"  as  it  deserved  to  be.  I  only  regret 
that  I  was  unable  to  be  present.  The  next  on  the 
tapis,  I  mean  on  the  North  Sea,  is  the 

Geeat  Yabmouth  Festival.  ■, 

When  I  say  "Great  "  I  hope  it  will  be  a  "  Greit ' 
festival,  and  a  greit  success.  But  the  word 
"Great"  is  put  in  front  of  this  parti'^ular  "Yar- 
mouth "  to  distinguish  it  from  the  little  Yarmouth 
somewhere  else. 

*  *  •  • 

The  dates  and  particulars  have  appeared  in  our 
advertisement  colimons  for  some  weeks,  so  that  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  remind  intending  competitors 
to  notice  the  dates  : — Wednesday  next,  Sept.  2  J,  and 
following  five  days,  Sept.  27.  28",  29,  30,  and  Oct.  1. 
The  mayor  (C.  N.  Brown,  Es  j.)  is  the  president  of 
this  festival,  and  any  further  information  necessary 
will  be  gladly  supplied  by  Captain  S.  Graystone, 
38,  Crown-road,  Great  Yarmouth. 


The  autumn  exhibition  of  sea-fishing  tackle,  imder 
the  auspices  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society, 
opened  yesterday,  Sept.  21.  Tlie  Hall  of  Clifford's 
Inn  has  been  splendidly  arranged,  and  stalls  fitted 
by  the  well-known  firm  of  Rendel.  The  centre 
space  is  occupied  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  while 
the  stalls  from  right  to  left  are  occupied  by< Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Anderson,  Hardy  Brothers,  Holbrow 
and  Co.,  Aimy  and  Navy  Stores,  Wyers  Freres, 
Messrs.  Gamage  &  Co.,  and  the  B.S.A.S.  exhibit. 
Vorily  it  is  a  brave  show,  of  which  more  anon.  To 
the  uninitiated  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  there 
are  two  entrances  to  Clifford's  Inn — one  from  Fleet- 
street,  knowai  as  Clifford's  Inn  Passage,  almost 
next  door  to  St.  Dimstan's  church,  outside  which 
is  displayed  the  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Izaak 
Walton — and  the  other  from  Fetter-lane,  next  door 
but  one  to  St.  Dunstan's  House,  where  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  published. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials'  "  L"d'es'  Night" 
on  Tuesday  evening  last  was  a  decided  success,  the 
yjiVce  de  n'sistance  being  the  really  excsllent  lantern 
show  of  beautiful  views  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Grubb 
(the  lecturer)  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin.  Next  Tuesday 
evening,  Sept.  25,  there  will  be  a  "  Smoking  Con- 
eert,"  when  members  and  their  friends  will  have 
another  sample  of  the  C.L.P.S.  "  Pleasant  Evenings." 


The  Lychnobites'  outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea  takes 
place  to-day  (Saturday).  Two  yachts  leave  Sid 
Cldld's  Yard  at  twelve  o'clock.  Dinner  at  the 
Sliip,  6.30  p.m.  Three  prizes  for  members,  one  for 
visitors,  and  three  for  ladies.  All  to  meet  at  Pier 
Gates,  Southend,  at  eleven  o'clock. 


The  question  of  giving  London  a  cheaper  fish 
supply  came  under  the  consideration  of  the  National 
Sea  Fisheries  conference  at  Hull  on  Wednesday. 
The  railway  rates  on  fish  are  high,  and 
Mr.  Pibell,  of  London,  who  moved  a  resolu- 
tion appealing  to  the  railway  companies  to 
moderate  their  charges,  showed  that  ihe  freight 
was  much  higher  on  fish  than  on  foreign  meat.  Mr. 
Alf.  Spring,  of  Hull,  contended  that  by  increasing 
the  fish  supply,  which  often  meant  reduced  prices, 
they  were  entitled  to  have  this  recognised  by  the 
railway  companies  ia  their  rates.  Another  resolution 
had  relation  to  increasing  the  fish  supply, the  Govern- 
ment being  requested  to  survey  the  waters  between 
Great  Britain  and  Faroe  and  Iceland,  with  a  view 
to  the  discovery  of  new  fishing  grounds.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  Government  should  grant 
i40Q0  or  £5000  for  the  purpose  of  exploration. 


FiSHiKa  the  Thames  at  Quarry  Wood  on  Wed- 
nesday a  Hampshire  doctor  captured  .  sixty-two 
barbel  up  to  6|lb.,  in  addition  to  six  nice  chub.  As 
Houo  would  say  ;  "  Tlie  barbel  is  hon." 


Beche  de  Mee. 
On  Aug.  25  I  quoted  an  extract  on  the  above 
subject  from  the  New  York  Press.  On  Sept.  15 
Mr.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  said  he  had  received 
orders  to  make  some  nets  for  the  capture  of  this 
succulent  dainty.  Now  1  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  one,  J.  Jorrett,  explaining  that  "  it  is  a  sea 
slug.  Tiie  fish  is  also  known  as  sea-cucumber. 
The  star-fish  and  sea  urcliin  are  allies  of  the  same 
species.  They  aboimd  tlu-oughout  the  Australian 
littoral  and  the  Hawaiian  or  Sandwich  Islands, 
where  they  are  taken  with  the  aid  of  a  dredge,  or 
collected  by  wading  off  the  reefs  at  low  spring  tides. 
Immediately  after  their  captm-e  they  are  placed  in 
iron  cauldrons,  boiled  for  twenty  minutes,  split  up 
longitudinally  with  a  sharp  knife,  and  tlien  exposed 
on  the  ground  in  the  sun  until  the  greater  pai-t  of 
the  moisture  is  evaporated." 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Jerrett  also  sends  a  rough  sketch  (which  I 
am  vmable  to  reproduce),  which  gives  some  idea 
of  wliat  the  creature  is  like.  He  contiuuos :  — 
"  At  Queensland  the  becho-de-mer  trade,  according 
to  Mr.  VV^  Saville-Kent's  excellent  work,  is  extensive, 
the  total  aimvial  export  amounting  to  as  much  as 
£30,000,  a  great  number  of  craft  being  engaged  in 
the  fishery.  The  greater  mmiber  of  tiie  beciie-de- 
mer  are  picked  off  the  reefs  when  the  water  recedes, 
but  the  best  fisli  are  obtained  by  diving. 

*  *  *  * 

"  It  is  a  strange  fact  that  all  European  species 
are  useless  for  the  markec,  as  the  textui-e  of  their 
flesh  is  soft  and  very  t|aickly  decomposes  after 
their  removal  from  the  water.  The  Cliinese  are, 
it  appears,  the  principal  consumers  of  the  beche- 
de-mer.  iVIr.  Hoarder  s  statement  with  reference 
to  the  trawls  is — "  well,  I  shall  not  tell  you  what 
Mr.  Jerrett  says,  beyond  the  fact  that  he  thinks  it 
strange  for  beche-de-mer  to  be  taken  in  trawl  nets. 
I  shall  await  Mr.  Hoarder's  results  of  the  nets  he 
has  manufactured  for  .this  industry. 


Geeat  Minds  Assimilate  ! 
Last  week  I  quoted  some  verses  entitled  "  A 
Psalm  of  Angling,' '  by  G.  J .  Walker,  in  the  Liverpool 
Echo.  I  fancied  at  tne  time  I  had  read  some  similar 
verses  by  one  Longfello%v,  and  the  first  and  last 
verses  to  his 

Psalm  of  Life 

ran  as  follows  : 

Tell  me  not  in  mournful  numbers 

Life  is  but  an  empty  dream, 
For  the  soul  is  deaa  tiiat  slumbers, 

Ajid  things  are  not  what  they  seem. 
Let  us,  then,  be  up  and  doing, 

With  a  heart  for  any  fate — 
Still  achieving,  still  i)ursuing. 

Learn  to  labour  and  to  wait. 

*  *  *  * 

Now  I  hoar  from  "  Trentsider,"  of  Newark,  that 
many  years  ago  there  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  verses  written  by  "  Streams  of  the 
North,"  imder  the  heading  of 

An  Angling  Seemon, 
by  the  Rev.  March  Brown,  and  was  "  What  tho 
heart  of  the  angler  said  to  Rod  Fellow.'^    Here  are 
the  first  and  last  verses  : 

Tell  me  not  in  mournful  measures 

'■  Fishing's  naught  but  empty  droams  !  " 

And  that  tho'  ye  boast  of  pleasures 
Fishing  is  not  all  it  seems. 

Let  us,  then,  be  up  and  doing, 

With  a  heart  for  any  fate  ; 
Still  achieving,  still  pursuing, 

Leai;n  to  smoke,  and  drinjc,  and  wait  ! 
«  «  *  * 

These  are  the  first  and  last  of  the  nine  vorsos  which 
appeared  on  Sept.  15,  1906,  entitled  : 

A  Psalm  of  Angling. 
Tell  me  not  in  mournful  accents 

Angling  is  an  empty  dream  ! 
That  your  creel  is  always  empty, 

And  trout  are  not  wliat  they  seem. 

Let  us,  then,  be  up  and  fishing 

O'er  the  pools  of  Koyal  Dee, 
And  have  creels  both  full  and  heavy 

Ere  the  salmon  seek  the  sea  ! 

*  *  *  * 
Another  line— 

"  Tweedledum  and  Tweedle  Dee." 


On  Sept.  17,  at  Abingdon,  Berks,  before  the 
County  Bench,  Leonard  Burrell,  29,  Walton-street, 
Oxford,  was  fined  Is.  and  7s.  costs  for  taking  under- 
sized roach  from  the  Thames  at  Wytham,  and  was 
also  fined  Is.  and  8s.  costs  for  fishing  in  water  at 
that  place  where  the  Oxford  Angling  and  Preser- 
vation Society  rents  the  fishing  from  Lord  Abingdon. 


Me.  Thomas  Daws,  ^  hon.  sec.  to  tho  Rother 
Fishery,  writes  on  Sept. 'l  7  : — 

Otter  Hunt  on  tHe  Rothek,  Susse.x. 
"  On  Wednesday  last,  the  Crowhurst  Otter  Hounds 
met  at  Robertsbridge.  After  trying  the  lower  M-at^ors, 
which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  proved  a  blank,  they 
moved  upivards,  and  foimd  an  otter  above  Etching- 
ham,  which  was  killed  after  a  good  hunt.  We  have 
very  few  otters  in  the  Rother,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  Crowhurst  Otter  Hounds  kennelled 
near  will  keep  them  within  bounds  ;  still,  we  have 
occasional  otters  in  the  upper  waters  of  tho  Rother, 
which  no  doubt  come  overland  from  our  adjacent 
rivers  also,  and  on  the  Brede  river,  part  of  our 
association  waters.  The  otters  and  the  kingfishers 
seem  to  keep  to  the  shallower  waters,  and  take  heavy 
toll  of  the  trout  where  they  are  most  abundant. 
It  is  quite  an  exception  for  one  to  be  found  lower 
down,  but  there  has  been  an  occasional  one  about." 


Teied  to  Pass  Tin  Coin. 
I  HEAED  it  by  Professor  Brewer,  of  Yale  College, 
in  one  of  his  scientific  lectures,  upon,  I  think,  the 
development  of  reasoning  and  mental  powers  in 
animals.  A  friend  of  his  living  in  Bridgeport  had 
a  fine  dog,  who  had  been  taught  to  take  a  nickel  in 
his  mouth  each  morning,  go  down  to  a  butcher's 
shop  and  buy  his  breakfast.  He  was  well  known 
at  the  shop,  and  always  promptly  served  to  a  fine 
bone.  One  morning  while  wandering  around,  tho 
dog  found  a  heap  of  the  small  round  pieces  of  tin 
which  are  punctured  from  tin  cans  used  in  preserving 
meats,  vegetables,  etc.  They  were  bright  and  new, 
the  size  of  a  five-cent  piece,  and  the  dog  evidently 
considered  it  a  find.  Taking  one  in  his  mouth, 
away  he  went  to  the  butcher's  shop  and  demanded  a 
joint.  Tickled  by  the  joke,  the  butcher  gave  him 
one.  The  dog  evidently  thought  he  had  struck  a 
big  bonanza,  and  departed  in  great  delight.  In  a 
short  time  he  reappeared  with  a  mouthful  of  tin  and 
several  other  dogs.  But  the  butcher  now  thought 
the  joke  had  gone  far  enough,  and  refused.  The 
dog  tried  for  a  long  time  to  pass  his  tin,  and  was  much 
puzzled,  barking  his  disapprobation.  When  finally 
convinced  it  was  of  no  use,  he  departed  in  great 
wrath,  shame  and  confusion,  and  evidently  thinking 
his  credit  gone,  refused  henceforth  ever  to  go  near 
the  shop  or  take  any  money  to  buy  his 'meals  with, 
preferring  to  take  what  he  could  get  at  home. — 
Forest  and  Stream. 


Feiend  "  Tom  "  says  that  the  pike  and  eels  in  a 
big  expanse  of  water  in  Suffolk  have  died  in  large 
numbers.  Quite  recently  dozens  of  dead  eels  wore 
floating  on  the  water,  whilst  last  year  many  bushels 
of  eels,  apparently  blind,  were  picked  out  of  tho 
water.  It  is  a  large  sheet  of  water,  as  large  or  larger 
than  the  King's  Fleet  near  Felixstowe,  as  far  away 
from  any  factories,  etc.  ;  in  fact,  quite  in  a  wild, 
open  country,  and,  mark !  with  a  little  stream 
rmming  in  at  the  top  end  ;  also  note  that  most  of 
the  pike  died  last  year,  and  I  did  not  see  one  this 
year,  although  it  was  alive  with  rudd  and  roach. 
He  asks  me  if  I  can  give  any  explanation  of  this 
extraordinary  circumstance — why  pike  and  eels 
should  succumb  in  this  wa.y,  and  rudd  and  roach 
survive.    [No,  Tom  ;  I  cannot.] 


Some  good  roach  are  being  got  on  the  Waveney. 
W.  Harmer,  Northgate-street,  Beccles,  piloted 
Messrs.  Hiller  and  Brooks  last  week,  when  they 
captured  five  roach  weighing  respectively  21b.  loz., 
1  lb.  12oz.,  1  lb.  8oz.,  1  lb.  6oz.,  and  1  lb.,  which  are 
being  set  up  by  Messrs.  Cooper.  All  imder  1  lb. 
were  returned.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Hubert 
Freeman  caught  a  roach  of  21b.  4oz.  Mr.  Harmer 
was  again  the  "pilot."  The  roach  should  be  now 
in  good  condition,  and  sport  on  the  Waveney  brisk. 


"  The  largest  salmon  of  the  season  has  boen 
caught  at  Tweedside,  its  weight  being  reported  as 
41ilb.,  a.id  its  meamred  le.igth  as  4ft.  I  am 
certainly  not  meai  enough  to  contradict  the  story 
merely  because  the  angler  concerned  has  not  sent 
me  a  slice  out  of  the  middle  in  corroboration." 
Thus  the  "  Man  in  the  Street." 

»  *  *  Hi 

"  Talking  of  salmon,  an  angling  friend  once  told 
me  a  curious  8;ory  of  a  very  mean  man.  My  friend 
was  an  invited  guest  in  the  house  of  a  local  magnate 
who  prided  himself  on  his  tremendous  cucumbers. 
In  due  course  he  was  shown  round  the  garden, 
where  the  owner  from  time  to  time  stroked  and 
patted  his  cucumbers  as  if  they  wore  a  prize  breed 
of  show  cat.  '  Yes,'  he  said,  as  he  benD  down  to 
cut  one,  but  stroked  it  instead  ;  '  yes,  it  is  beautiful, 
isn't  it,  and  next  time  you  come,  if  you  will  bring  a 
salmon  with  you,  we  will  have  one  of  these  cut  up 
with  it.'  "    Ajid  the  vinegar  shall  be  supplied  by 

Dbaqnet.  ^' 
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ilofcs  from  tf)e  ^ort^. 


H.R.H.  THE  Princess  Royal  is  keeping  better, 
but  will  not  be  out  of  doors  for  weeks  yet.  Her 
angling  season  has  been  a  short  one,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  a  warmer  clime  will  be  ordered  than 
Braemar  in  the  late  autumn. 

The  Bahnoral  season  will  be  in  full  swing  next 
week,  as  the  King  comes  from  Tulchan  Lodge,  and 
the  Queen  from  Denmark,  vid  London,  on  Sunday 
niglit  (Sept.  23).  Both  visit  Aberdeen  in  state  on 
Sept.  27,  when  the  "  Granite  City  "  will  be  en  fete 
to  greet  them.  Meantime,  the  Prince,  his  sons,  and 
chief  officers  of  the  Com-t  are  covering  the  Balmoral 
pools. 


A  serious  ease  of  poisoning  fish  by  pollution  from 
the  Culter  paper  mills  has  just  occiu-ied  on  the 
Dee.  Last  week  six  fish  were  picked  out  of  the  river 
dead  on  the  Culter  water,  and  two  on  the  King- 
causie  section,  both  beneath  where  the  Culter  burn 
debouches  into  the  main  stream. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  dead  fish  have  been 
picked  up  from  the  same  cause,  but  hitherto  they 
have  been  mainly  kelts  in  the  .sprir.gtime,  although 
two  clean  fresh-run  fish  were  got  last  spring,  both 
lying  not  far  from  the  source  of  the  pollution. 

A  marked  sea-trout  was  got  on  the  Dee  on 
July  2.3,  labelled  "  W  "  and  a  number.  Its  history 
has  just  been  completed  through  the  medium  of 
these  notes,  and  is  as  follows  : — It  was  caught  on 
the  Coquet  on  March  3,  when  a  kelt  of  about  1  lb., 
was  marked  and  returned,  and  was  got  in  the 
drag-net  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  as  already  stated, 
on  July  23,  when  it  weighed  1  Jib. 

Captain  Beatty  and  party  are  getting  good  sport 
on  the  Invercauld  waters  on  the  Upper  Dee. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  to  create  a  technical 
college  for  the  north-east  of  Scotland  at  Aberdeen, 
and  on  Sept.  15  a  deputation  of  those  interested 
in  the  fishing  industry  waited  on  the  Lord  Provost 
and  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  as  representing  the 
Governors  of  Gordon's  College,  to  urge  on  them 
to  include  in  their  recommendations  a  "  scheme 
for  a  fishery  institute,  and  school  of  navigation  " 
as  part  of  the  technical  college. 

When  backed  up  by  such  men  as  ex-Lord  Provost 
Mearns,  a  member  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board, 
Lord  Provost  Lyon,  Aberdeen,  and  the  trawler 
and  fishery  kings  of  the  north-oast  of  Scotland, 
and  a  grant  of  £50,000  from  the  Government  to 
foimd  tlie  technical  college  on,  there  is  every  chance 
of  the  dream  becoming  a  reality  sooner  than  was 
expected. 


The  upper  reaches  of  the  Spey  are  yielding  well 
both  of  sea-trout  and  salmon,  and  at  Dufftown 
and  Craigellachie  splendid  sport  with  sea-trout  up 
to  21b.  is  the  order  of  the  day.    Special  Scotch. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


THE  CHIRK  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


Season  1906-7. 
The  fishery  is  situated  on  the  River  Ceiriog  in 
the  Glyn  Valley  (one  of  the  many  beautiful  spots 
in  the  watershed  of  the  Welsh  Dee),  and  the  site  is 
all  that  can  be  desired  for  the  purpo.ses  of  a  fish 
farm.  It  enjoys  exceptional  advantages  in  having 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  direct  from  the 
river  for  tlie  pools,  and  an  entirely  independent 
supply  (of  an  even  and  regular  temperature)  from 
a  powerful  spring  on  the  adjacent  hill  side,  for 
hatching  pui  poses.  This  latter  supply  is  conveyed 
direct  to  the  hatchery  by  means  of  glazed  earthen- 
ware pipes,  and  is  safeguarded  against  pollution. 
The  pools  are  laid  out  so  that  each  of  them  is  pro- 
vided with  a  separate  supply  of  water  continuously 
nmning  through  it,  and  they  are  well  stocked  with 
aquatic  plants  and  natural  food  suitable  for  fish  life. 
The  fish  are  tlius  reared  under  natural  conditions. 
Mollusca  and  crustaceans,  also  specially  prepared 
fish  meal  for  artificial  feeding,  can  be  suppUed  at 
moderate  prices.  The  hatchery  has  been  con- 
structed and  fitted  up  upon  the  most  modern  pdn- 
ciples,  and  has  been  largely  added  to  during  the 
last  season.  The  company  has  now  over  fifty  ponds 
well  stocked  with  Loch  Leven,  brown,  and  rainbow 
trout  of  all  ages.  The  last  year's  hatching  was 
extremely  good,  an  exceedingly  small  percentage  of 
the  ova  laid  down  having  been  unproductive.  The 
yearling  trout  are  very  healthy  and  above  the 
average  size. 


ILettere  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


GREENHEART  AKD  SPLIT  BAMBOO. 
Dear  Sir, — As  it  may  help  to  illustrate  some  of 
the  argmnents  which  have  been  used  in  this  con- 
troversy if  I  give  a  rough  description  and  com- 
parison of  the  two  materials  in  question,  I  hope 
you  will  find  room  for  the  following  notes. 

'Bamboo  is  composed  of  a  series  of  hard  fibres  in 
circles,  which  run  parallel  to  each  other  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  culm.  These  fibres  have  a 
small  sap  duct  at  one  end,  the  intermediate  space 
being  filled  with  a  natural  cement  which  binds  them 
together.  At  the  outer  edge  these  hard  fibres  are 
packed  close  to  each  other,  and  have  only  a  thin 
wall  between  them.  As  they  near  the  centre,  the 
formation  is  more  open  and  largely  composed  of 
pith  with  larger  ducts,  tlu-ough  which  the  sap  flows 
more  freely.  The  whole  is  surrounded  by  an  outer 
covering  of  very  hard  enamel-like  skin,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  illustration. 


Greenheart  is  also  composed  of  a  series  of  circles 
of  hard  fibre  running  parallel  to  each  other  and 
having  laminations.  Between  the  fibres  are  the 
sap  ducts,  small  in  the  centre  and  larger  towards 
the  outer  skin,  which  carry  the  greater  part  of 
the  sap.  These  fibres  are  closer  toward  the  centre  of 
the  tree,  and  more  open  as  they  approach  the  outer 
edge  until  the  sap  wood  is  reached.  The  whole  is 
surrounded  by  the  usual  bark. 

From  tfiis  description  it  will  be  seen  that,  while 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  layers  of  fibres  and  sap 
ducts     greenheart    and    bamboo    are  somewhat 


Longitudinal  Sestion  of  Grebnhhabt. 

similar,  they  differ  in  this  respect — that  while 
bamboo  is  harder  at  its  outer  skin  and  softer  in  the 
centre,  greenheart  is  quite  the  reverse,  being  softer 
at  its  outer  edge  and  harder  in  the  centre  or  heart. 

The  first  move  in  the  destruction  of  this  excellent 
material  (greenheart)  for  rod  making  lies  in  the 
fact  that  the  trees  grow  large  and,  therefore,  have 
to  be  cut  in  square  logs.  These  logs  are  then  sawn 
into  planks,  which  are  again  sawn  into  squares. 
They  are  then  tapered  and  roimded  as  the  rods  are 
being  made,  and  thus  the  fibres  are  cut  across  in 
various  directions,  imtil  when  the  rod  is  completed 
the  layers  of  fibre  lie  at  an  oblique  angle  with  the 
axis  of  the  rod,  as  may  be  seen  in  sketch.    If  the 


L0NGITUD:pJAL  SECTION  OP  SPLIT  BaMBOO. 

outer  fines  1  and  2  be  taken  as  the  butt  of  a  rod, 
lines  1  and  3  may  i-epresent  the  top,  and  it  will 
be  seen  how  the  obtuse  angle  of  the  layers  is 
decreased  in  proportion  to  the  diameter  in  the 
smaller  pieces,  aU  that  binds  them  together  being 
the  natural  cement.  On  any  sudden  jerk  o^ 
pressme  greater  than  the  holding  power  of  thio 


cement  being  applied,  the  fibres  part  company,  and 
this  is  why  greenheart  tops  are  always  so  liable  to 
break. 

In  split  bamboo  work  the  culms  are  split  up  and 
cemented  together  again,  in  order  to  get  the  proj>er 
taper,  the  skin  being  left  intact.  All  parts  which 
require  to  be  planed  away  are  taken  frf)m  the  inside. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that  tho  fibres  throughout  the 
whole  rod  run  parallel  to  each  other.  Now,  if 
instead  of  splitting  up  a  bamboo  tho  walls  were 
large  enough  to  be  sawn  into  planks  and  then 
tapered  you  would  get  the  same  result  as  in  green- 
heart— a  soft  and  a  hard  side — tho  layers  of  fibre 
out  across  and  an  almost  perfect  natural  formation 
spoiled  ;  and  this  is  what  takes  place  with  green- 
heart or  any  other  wood  when  made  into  fishing 
rods. 

Of  course,  making  a  high-cla«s  split  bamboo  rod, 
as  you  know,  requires  a  vast  amount  of  experience 
and  skill,  backed  up  by  a  number  of  e.xpert  workmen, 
each  doing  only  his  own  part. 

The  malsing  of  greenheart  rods  is  a  comparatively 
simple  thing,  and  when  a  man  has  thoroughly 
mastered  this  he  may  then  be  allowed  to  commence 
on  the  simplest  process  connected  with  split  bamboo 
work. 

One  word  in  reply  to  "  Greenhoart."  May  I 
remind  him  that  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament 
Mr.  Enright  won  the  18ft.  competition  only,  while 
I  won  the  lift,  fly-casting  competition  and  also 
the  Oft.  6in.  fly-casting  competition.  In  the  bait- 
casting  from  the  reel,  I  won  both  the  heavy  bait 
and  light  bait  events,  and  that  I  was  second  in  two 
other  events.  No  other  man  in  the  professional 
class  at  this  meeting  took  more  than  one  first,  while 
I  had  no  less  than  four  One  man  can  hardly  bo 
expected  to  win  everything  in  an  event  open  to  all 
the  world,  but  I  appear  to  have  come  perilously 
near  it,  and  that,  too,  with  steel-centred  rods  and 
"  Silex "  reels.  Possibly  I  do  not  advertise  this 
fact  sufficiently,  and  I  am  glad  he  gives  me  the 
opportunity  to  remind  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  it. 

I  only  hope  that  your  readers  are  not  getting 
very  tired  of  aU  this  Greenheart  v.  Split-cane. — ■ 
Yours  truly,  John  James  Hardy. 

P.S. — -I  send  you  a  few  bits  of  waste  greenheart 
picked  ofi  the  saw  bench  which  fairly  illustrate 
what  I  have  said.  You  will  notice  where  I  pencil- 
mark  tho  grain  that  on  two  faces  of  the  square  it 
is  not  alwavs  the  same,  changing  in  passing  through 
the  pieces  from  i^ne  side  to  the  other.  No  green- 
heart rod  can  ever  be  relied  on,  or,  for  the  nratter 
of  that,  no  other  land  of  rod,  and  I  should  be  very 
sorry  indeed  to  see  the  day  when  we  have  reached 
finality,  and  a  rod  will  wear  for  all  time.  Here 
\ve  always  try  to  make  everything  aswollaswe  can, 
but  they  are  only  nsrfect  so  far  as  human  ingenuity 
and  skill  can  make  them.  In  your  footnote  to 
Mr.  Tisley's  letter  you  say,  "  A  split-cane  top  joint 
is  stronger  far  than  greenheart,  but  not  stiffer." 
In  the  latter  part  you  are  wrong — split-cane  is 
infinitely  stifter. 


THE  GRAIN  OF  GREENHEART,  GOOD 
AND  BAD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  Sept.  14,  I  am 
sending  you  two  pieces  of  greenlieart.  No.  1  shows 
a  piece  of  perfectly  straight-grained,  and  No.  2 
cross-grained.  In  making  a  greenheart  rod  we  only 
use  the  straight  grain,  the  cross  grain  being  in- 
variably thrown  out  for  firewood. 

In  buying  large  quantities  of  greenheart  we 
sometimes  get  a  log  that  is  cross-grained,  and  this 
is  a  dead  loss.  The  selection  and  drying  of  wood  is 
the  important  factor  of  raaldng  a  good  rod.  No 
doubt  much  of  the  complaint  about  greenheart 
rods  is  due  to  the  fact  that  people  will  not  pay  a  fair 


No.  1. — Good  Greenheart. 
(From  sample  stiit  by  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.) 


No.  2. — Bad  Greenheart. 
(From  sample  sent  hy  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.) 


price  for  an  article,  and  therefore  small  makers 
have  to  use  inferior  wood — that  is,  cross-grained. 
You  had  better  keep  the  pieces  as  specimens  of 
what  wood  should  and  should  not  be.  If  I  can  give 
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THE 

ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&o.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Taokle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTOM  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
Tackle  and  Waders. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneig:r,  Angflesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing  ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  .T.  rOTTRKLT,. 

LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — Rail  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  vnll  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  vrith, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLA  NDSHIRE, 

CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
FREE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &o.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires  :  "  Culag.  Lochinver."  

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Proprietor. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  Co.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  New  ISilliard  Room,  Boats,  Vehicles, 
&c.    New  Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10.?.  per 
week.  Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily, 
5s.  Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper 
Angling  terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address, 
Manageress. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

TAYMUILT,  ARGYLESHIRE. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  foot  of  Ben 
Cruachan,  twelve  miles  from  Oban,  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Amid  the  grandest  scenery  in 
Scotland,  including  the  famous  Passes  of  Brander, 
Glenetive,  Glencoe,  Glennant,  &e.  Splendid 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
River  Awe.  Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch 
Etive,  and  Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant.  For  the 
benetit  of  the  fishing  on  the  River  Awe  the  nets 
are  now  off  the  tidal  waters  entirely  from  10  p.m. 
till  10  a.m.  every  night.  A  first-class  New  Golf 
Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel,  with 
a  iirofessional  in  charge,  laid  out  by  Mr.  Fernie, 
of  Troon.  Posting. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B, 

Excellent  SALMON,  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING. 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 


Border  Esk  and  Liddle 

Central 
Fishing"  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor      -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Under  New  Management. 

In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  G&ii.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS, 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  tlie  well-knowu  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodatioa. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager.  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best  work  and  regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 

HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


WANTED, 

Good,  strictly  preserved 

COARSE  FISHING 

near  London.    Five  or  six  rods.    G.  E. 
Rly.  preferred. — G.  A.,  12,  Monument 
,  Street,  City. 


SEA  FISHING. 


HWHFIELD  BOARDING 
HOUSE, 
Gorleston  -  on-Sea 


Special  terms  for  Anglers  during  October 
and  November. 

Peopeieteess. 


FISH'CULTURIST, 

WAN  TED, 

A  MAN  capable  of  conducting  corres- 
pondence and  the  general  work  of  an 
old-established  Trout  Farm.  —  Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired, to  J.  D.  E.,  22,  Vmejard  Hill, 
Wimbledon. 


LESSONS 

IN 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY 
DRESSING 

AND 

FLY  FISHING 

By  Professional  Fisherman. 

Terms,  &c.,  "  G.,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent 
Road,  West  Green,  Tottenham. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH- 
V/ESTERN  RAILWAY. 


SUMMER  EXCURSIONS 

FROM 

EUSTON, 

KENSINGTON,  BRdAD  STREET,  VICTORIA, 
WOOLWICH,  GREENWICH,  AND  OTHER 
LONDON  STATIONS  DURING 

SEPTEMBER. 

To  IRELAND,  every  THURSDAY  NIGHT. 

To  SCOTLAND,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT.' 

To  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES,  CAMBRIAN 
LINE,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT,  BLACK- 
POOL. &C.,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT. 

To  ISLE  OF  MAN,  every  FRIDAY  NIGHT  and 
SATURDAY  MORNING. 

To  LIVERPOOL  DISTRICT,  every  FRIDAY 
NIGUT. 

To  MANCHESTER  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

To  BIRMINGHAM  DISTRICT,  every  SATUR- 
DAY. 

Cheap  Trips  to  SHAKESPEARE'S  COUNTRY, 
ncluding  Coach  Drive  from  Kenilworth  to  Strat- 
ford-on-Avon ;  or  to  Stratford-on-Avon  by  rail 
direct,  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday. 


FOR  FULL  PARTICULARS  OBTAIN  A 
PAMPHLET  at  any  of  the  Company's  Stations 
Town  Oftices,  OP  Write  to  the  Enquiry 
Offlce  at  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager. 
Lontlon,  1906. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
•     AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  Of  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
•  District  SuperinteudL-nt,  or  to  .J.  Elliott, 
Snperinteudent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  fur  Clieap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Tinife-tables,  Guides, 
ifec. 

W.  GUV  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  aenergl  Manager. 


THE 

Indian  Sportina  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughout  India,  Ceylon, 
Burmah,  and  Assam. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 
Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &o. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  \&n.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  6d. ;  p* jst  free.  Id. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whitefriars  Sti,  Fleet  St.,  B.C. 


Cast  yonrEyeon  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIBS 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz,  for  6g. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnitlcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
aud  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 
oation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &.  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination,  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place.  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  agalns 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  casualty  Insurance  Company,  Ltd. 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  tlie  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  Tliis  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  mouth  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address.  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Zfitnited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Kegistration. 


FREE  FISHING  ON 
THREE  LOUGHS. 

House  within  30  yards  of  best  fl.shing  on  Mask. 
5  minutes'  diivw  to  Currib.  40  minutes  to 
Nafooney.  Boats  <md  men  always  in  readiness, 
ilso  3  niik's  of  HiviT  Fishing  oonvenicTit  to 
Lodge,  and  siinoniideil  l)y  1,000  acres  of  Mixed 
Shouting,  consisting  of  Grouse,  Partridge,  Cock, 
Hare  and  Snipe.  Loughs  and  rivers  strictly 
preserved  by  Mask  ami  Cara  Fisliery  Asso- 
ciation. Ballinrobe,  nearest  station,  M.G.W.R. 
Terms  moderate. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to — 
P.  Summerviile,  Kilbride  Lodge,  co.Gaiway 
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you  any  other  information,  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
do  so. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Williams. 

Redditeh. 

[lOiowing  that  Messrs.  S.  Allcoek  &  Co.  make 
himdreds  of  thousands  of  greenheart  rods,  I  asked 
Mr.  Williams  whether  they  used  the  cross-grained 
wood.  From  his  letter,  and  from  tlie  samples  he 
sends  me,  it  seems  quite  certain  that  much  the 
larger  number  of  greenheart  rods  made  are  made 
from  wood  like  No.  1  diagram,  with  quite  straight 
gi'ain.  Of  course,  a  rod  made  of  cross-grained 
greenheart,  like  No.  2,  would  be  far  more  Uable  to 
break  than  the  clean  straight-grained  No.  1. — Ed.] 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 
De.\r  Sm, — Pray  do  not  despair.  If  the  contro- 
versy has  gone  right  off  the  poiiit— that  is  only  the 
way  of  newspaper  controversy — it  has  nevertheless 
produced  some  interesting  correspondence,  and  you 
have  no  cause  to  regret  it.  I  thmk,  however,  that 
your  readers  having  heard  the  views  of  the  manu- 
facturers 'pro  and  con  would  prefer  the  testimony 
of  the  consumer  as  being  less  liable  to  bias.  //  it 
be  true  that  greenheart  is  diameter  for  diameter 
stiffer  than  split-cane  (and  I  am  not  prepared  to 
accept  that  as  a  proposition),  it  only  means  that 
greenheart  reaches  the  point  of  breaking  strain 
sooner  tlian  split-cane.  *  It  is  the  marvellous  virtue 
of  s-plit-cane  that,  however  stiff,  there  s^eems  always 
a  bit  more  give  in  it  to  save  a  break.  A  split-cane 
may  break  with  a  jar,  but  I  never  knew  one  break 
as  the  result  of  a  fishing  strain. 

I  am  not,  however,  prepared  to  admit  that  it  is 
true  that  greenheart  is  stiffer,  diameter  for  diameter, 
than  split-cane.  I  do  not  know  if  you,  Sir,  handled 
the  split-cane  18ft.  salmon  rod,  weighing  32oz. 
(not  52oz.),  with  which  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  competed 
at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  of  1904.  It  struck 
me  (I  am  not  a  salmon  fisher)  as  the  most  amazing 
piece  of  concentrated  power  I  ever  handled,  and  if 
there  was  a  stiffer  greenheart  at  the  Tournament,  I 
should  like  to  have  seen  it.  "  Glanrhos  "  handled 
the  rod,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  he  would  give  his 
testimony.  Mr.  E.  J.  Mills  had,  I  believe,  only 
practised  with  it  once  and  had  never  used  a  salmon 
rod  before,  yet  he  cast  38J^  yards  with  it,  and  had 
done  much  better  during  his  practice.  If  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  had  handled  it,  instead  of  handicapping 
himself  with  the  .52oz.  weaver's  beam  which  he 
used,  I  venture  to  tliink  Mr.  Enright  would  not  have 
come  in  first,  and  if  Mr.  Enright  had  used  it 
Mr.  Hardy  would  have  been  still  more  like  the  cow's 
tail.  I  do  not  know  if  the  rod  in  question  is  to  be 
traced  and  produced,  but,  if  not.  the  matter  can  bo 
brought  to  a  sporting  test  ii-  another  way.  If  Mr. 
Malloch  will  produce  a  three-piece  ferru'led  green- 
heart fly  rod  of  the  same  diameter  and  other  dimen- 
sions as  Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall's  9ft.  5oz.  split-cane  fly 
rod,  that  is  a  fairly  well-balanced  fishing  rod,  and  is 
as  stiff  a«  or  stiffer  than  Mr.  Coggeshall's  rod,  I  will 
pay  him  any  price  he  likes  to  name  for  it  up  to  £3  3s., 
and  you  shall  be  the  judge  whether  it  fulfils  the 
conditions.  Mr.  Coggeshall's  rod  carries  with  ease 
a  heavy  Halford  line.  This  should  do  the  same. 
My  observation  of  greenheart  trout  rods,  however, 
is  that  a  heavy  line  breaks  their  hearts  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  tluit  after  a  season  or  two  of  dry-fly 
easting  one  wants  another.  I  do  not  find  that  one 
can  cast  cleaner  into  the  wind  %vith  them  than  with 
spht-eane,  or  kill  a  fish  quicker,  but  I  do  agree 
With  Mr.  Malloch  that  many  split-cane  rods  are 
defective  hookers  and  defective  holders  of  hooked 
fish,  and  that  these  defects  are  less  common  in 
greenheart  rods.— Yours  truly,       Vai  Consoit. 

[Yes,  I  handled  that  32oz.  18ft.  Leonard  salmon 
rod  (though  not  with  a  line  on  it),  and  I  told  Mr 
Mills  I  would  like  to  buy  it,  but  he  did  not  want  to 
part  with  It.  It  was  a  very  light,  stiff  rod,  bvit,  as  I 
said  origmally,  you  may  have  a  split-cane  rod 
wluch  IS  up  to  a  certain  point  as  stiff  as  a  greenheart, 
beyond  that  point  the  split-cane  bends  more,  and  so 
gives  less  control  over  a  fish.  I  confess,  as  I  have 
before  said,  I  never  made  the  experiment,  and  I 
never  had  a  greenheart  and  a  split-cane  made  as 
nearly  alike  in  diameter  and  length  of  joint  as 
possible.— Ed.] 


RODS. 

T  P^'^.^i^'— Opinions  differ.  For  forty  years 
1  have  foimd  an  ordinary  two-spliced  greenheart 
quite  good  enough  for  me.  I  handled  a  six-guinea 
roclthe  other  day,  and  as  regards  balance  I  preferred 
Kune,  worth  about  fourteen  sliillings.  If  a  man  has 
the  money,  let  him  buy  the  costliest  rods  on  the 
market  (it  is  good  for  trade). 

^jVsj^ards    M.  F.  W.'s  "  account  of  his  greenheart 

*  I  said  so,  but  I  also  pointed  out  that  a  good 
greenheart  never  comes  to  that  breaking  strain 
in  playmg  a  fish,  and  that,  being  stiffer,  it  gives  you 
more  power  over  a  fish  than  would  a  split-cane  of 
mrm  size. — Ed. 


snapping  over  and  over  again,  I  should  advise  him 
to^fish  with^hair  casts  ;  this  would  soon  teach  him 
to  be  more  careful.  I  never  had  suchan  oxporionce, 
and  whenever  I  have  had  a  break  it  has  been 
caused  by  my  stepping  on  my  rod.  If  you  want 
the  necessary  spring  to  deliver  the  line  the  whole 
length  of  the  rod,  an  ordinary  spliced  Yorkshire 
rod  cannot  be  beaten. — Yours  truly. 

North  Country. 


SPLIT-GANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  "Melvin  "  take  the  trouble  to 
read  back — July  14 — and  also  a  previous  note  by 
me  ?  I  think  Melvin "  will  find  part  of  his 
repeated  questions  already  answered — at  least,  so 
far  as  my  experiences  go  ol  a  12ft.  trout  rod,  green- 
heart butt  and  rest  split-cano  ;  a  14ft.  all  cane  ;  and 
a  gresnheart  butt  and  centre  by  Anderson,  with  a 
split-cane  top  by  Hardy. — Yours  tiuly, 

J.  A.  Habvie-Beown. 


RE  KNOTS  FOR  DROP  FLIES— THE  "  LINK  " 
KNOT. 

Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  casting  line  with  the  dropper 
attached  in  a  manner  which  has,  I  rather  thmk, 
never  been  published  in  any  book  on  Angling,  o  r 
otherwise. 

The  method  of  tying  is  to  cut  the  casting  line  at 
the  place  (knot)  where  it  is  wished  to  have  the 
dropper,  and  then  re-knot  at  this  point,  leaving  a 
length  of  two  or  three  inches  (according  to  taste) 
of  the  lower  strand  'iproj acting  above,  the  upper  knot. 
To  this  "  loose  end  "  the  dropper  is  attached. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  drawback  whatever  to 
this  knot,  which  I  use  for  all  kinds  of  trout  fishing. 
It  is  also  the  neatest  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 
I  generally  knot  the  line  at  the  point  of  junction 
with  a  double  fishermen's  knot  below,  and  a  single 
fishermen's  Imot  above,  as  in  the  case  of  the  upper 
knot  there  is  practically  no  possibility  of  its  slipping 
with  an  end  of  two  or  three  inches  over. 

The  "  Link  Knot "  is,  of  course,  only  suitable 
for  flies  on  eyed  hooks. — I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 
H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

P.S. — Since  this  was  written  I  understand  that 
you  yourself  described  the  "  Link  Knot  "  some  years 
ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  being  an  idea  of  your 
own,  and  your  prior  invention  relieves  me,  of 
course,  of  the  responsibility  of  sponsorship  ;  but, 
any  way,  the  fly-fishing  public  will  doubtless  be 
glad  to  be  reminded  of  the  knot,  which  appears  to 
have  escaped  mention  amongst  the  various  dropper 
fastenings  lately  described  in  the  Gazette. 

[I  think  that  I  illustrated  as  well  as  described  this 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  soine  years  ago,  but  in  practice 
1  found  it  did  not  answer  so  well  as  I  expected,  as, 
on  striking,  the  gut  broke  at  the  knot. — Ed.] 


THE   "FRANCO-AMERICAN  KNOT." 

Deae  Mr.  Marston, — There  are,  no  doubt,  some 
very  good  points  in  the  various  knots  recently 
described  in  the  correspondence  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  but,  with  your  kind  perrnission,  I  should 
like  to  submit  to  the  criticism  of  your  readers  a 


Diagram  2  shows  the  knot  up  to  this  stage. 
All  there  now  remains  to  do  is  to  draw  tight  bv 
slowly  and  simultaneously  pulling  tho  froo  ends 
D  and  E,  and,  finally,  to  cut  off  ends  A  and  li  as 
close  as  tho  finest  scissors  will  allow. 

Diagram  2  shows  knot  completed  before  tighten- 
ing. At  this  stage  tho  ends  A  and  D  may  be  drawn 
back  by  slightly  pulling  the  loops  at  F  and  G,  so  that 
the  ends  A  and  B  will  emerge  by  only  about  \'m. 
from  the  middle  of  tho  knot,  in  order  to  avoid 
wasting  any  appreciable  length  of  tho  strands  ;  thi.i 
should  be  done  without  otherwise  touching  the 
coils  or  the  loose  ends. 

For  several  seasons  I  havo  exclusively  and  with 
entire  satisfaction  used  tho  above  knot  for  making 
"P  my  gut  casts,  and  I  have  also  found  it  very 
useful  for  tying  together  lengths  of  tho  thin  un- 
dressed silk  linos  which  I  use  for  lure-casting  from 
the  multiplying  reel.  Tho  knot  being  so  small  and 
egg-shaped  is  not  at  all  felt  through  the  large  agate 
guides  of  my  lure-casting  rods,  and  it  saves  the 
trouble  of  making  an  orthodox  splice. 

As  with  every  other  knot,  tho  gut  should,  of 
course,  be  previously  well  soaked.  Here  I  should 
warn  those  who  might  care  to  practise  tliis  knot' 
with  bits  of  rough  string  that  they  will  find  it  nearly 
impossible  to  draw  it  tight  by  pulling  the  ends  as 
above  explained ;  this  fact  is  rather  a  proof  of 
the  strength  or  non-slipping  quality  of  tho  knot, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  when  thoroughly  soaked 
gilt  or  thin  undressed  silk  line  is  used,  tho  knot 
will  be  mo.st  ea.?ily  tightened  in  the  manner  described. 

To  sum  up,  this  knot  seems  to  embody  all  the 
following  advantages  : — 

(a)  It  never  slips,  and  is  altogether  very  strong  ; 
{h)  It    really   is    a    buffer    knot  automatically 

formed  without  any  adjunction  of  gut,  silk, 

or  rubber  ; 

(c)  It  is  very  small  and  of  a  very  good  shape- 

that  is,  slightly  egg  or  olive  shaped ; 

(d)  The  ends  may  be  cut  absolutely  close  ; 

(e)  It  does  not  waste  any  appreciable  length  of 

the  strands  ; 

(/)  It  is  ju.st  as  easily  and'  quickly  tied  as  tho 
"  fisherman's  ku' t." 

This  knot  is  barely  a  modification  of  an  American 
knot  which  was  shown  me  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison, 
of  Brooklyn,  whose  interesting  letters  have  from 
time  to  time  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
therefore  propose  to  have  it  christened  the  "  Franco- 
American  "  knot. — Believe  me,  dear  Mr.  Marston, 
yours  very  sincerely,  L.  Bouglk. 

[The  knot  M.  Bougie  describes  is  a  very  good  one. 
I  seem  to  remember  it,  or  one  very  similar  to  it, 
being  illustrate  J  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  a  knot 
used  in  making  up  salmon  easts  where  you  want  to 
avoid  the  sthf  ends  sticking  out,  but  I  may  be 
mistaken — we  have  illustrated  so  many  ! — Ed.] 


THE  TWISTED  BUFFER  KNOT. 
Dear  Sir, — -I  have  endeavoured  to  show  how  I 
lay  my  buffer  knot.    I  confess  that  I  bind  it  with 


B 


D/a<qra,m  2. 


knot  which,  to  my  mind,  embodies  every  one  of 
these  good  pomts,  and  possibly  a  few  others. 

The  knot  in  question  is  formed  as  follows  : — Lay 
ends  A  and  B  of  the  gut  strands  alongside  (diagram 
1) ;  take  end  A  and  make  two  or  more  turns  aroimd 
the  other  strand  ;  bring  end  A  back  and  insert  it 
between  the  two  strands  at  right  angle  with  them 
at  C  (diagram  2)  ;  do  the  same  with  end  B,  taking 
care  that  ends  A  and  B  are  inserted  in  opposite 
directions. 


silk  instead  of  using  the  more  artistic  way  of  end 
E.  The  dotted  lines  delimit  the  twisted  part  of 
the  knot,  which  should  be  whipped  to  the  lino. 
This  is  all  important.  Unless  the  twist  be  securely 
fixed  to  the  line  the  knots  will  bulge  and  tangle. 
Besides,  the  line  will  then  soon  bear  on  a  sharp 
bend  again.  A  few  turns  of  very  fine  white  siIk, 
slightly  waxed,  will  be  quite  enough.  Of  course, 
before  tying  them,  the  knot  should  be  closely  drawn 
together.    The  job  can  be  done  neater  than  it 
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appears  here.  A  couple  of  twists  instead  of  three 
will  do,  and  although  this  knot  is  far  from  simple, 
or  from  being  invisible,  it  does  not  look  so  very 


clumsy  when  well  trimmed,  and  it  will  do  fully 
knot's  first  duty — it  will  hold  and  not  break.- 
Yours  truly,  C.  Havenith. 


ATTACHING  DROPPER  TO  CAST. 
Dear  Sir, — -The  following  method  of  attaching  a 
dropper  to  a  cast,  if  not  original,  is  both  simple 
and  neat.  Bend  end  of  dropper  as  at  L,  and  pass 
it  between  the  opened  strands  of  the  casting  line 
A  and  B.  Pass  D  through  the  loop  L,  also  pass 
C  through  h  in  the  opposite  direction  to  that  in 


alivo.  He  told  mo  that  on  one  occasion  ho  saw 
the  whole  lot  of  youfig  ones  go  down  the  old  one's 
throat,  wliich  he  then  killed,  and  the  yoimg  one.s 
came  forth  as  lively  as  they  were  when  they  went 
to  their  retreat.  This  man  used  to  extract  adders' 
teeth  by  exciting  them  to  bite  at  a  silk  handker- 
chief, which  he  quickly  withdrew  when  the  adder 
bit  at  it.  On  one  occasion,  after  serving  one  in 
tliis  way,  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  quietly 
turned  it  down  in  the  belfry  of  our  parish  church, 
which  soon  cleared  everybody  out.  Tliis  man  was 
also  a  clever  gardener,  and  to  him  I  am  indebted 
for  many  most  viseful  hints  in  raising  plants  and 
their  cultivation. — Yours  truly, 

Ewhurst.  Thomas  Daws. 

MARLBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

DE.A.B  Sir, — I  have  just  had  my  attention  called 
to  a  letter  published  in  yom-  valuable  paper  on 
September  8  re  "  Is  Umpire's  Decision  Final  ?  " 
and  on  reading  your  answer  should  like  to  correct 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  an  error. 

The  rules  were  as  follows  :  "  Competitors  must 
be  at  the  scales  at  6  p.m.  sharp,  or  be  disqualified, 
and  that  a  signal  will  be  given  at  5.55." 

The  five  minutes  was,  in  my  opinion,  quite  long 
enough,  considering  the  total  distance  from  the 
weighing-in  place  to  the  extreme  peg  was  200  yards. 
I  myself  was  at  No.  1  peg,  and  I  was  at  tho  scale^ 


which  D  was  passed.  Tighten  the  dropper,  and 
close  the  line  slip-knots.  The  dropper  will  then 
stand  square  to  the  casting  line,  and  any  strain 
applied  to  the  dropper  will  be  distributed  between 
the  two  strands  of  the  cast. — Yours  truly, 

Q.  E.  D. 

[This  seems  to  be  a  simple  and  strong  method. 
—Ed.] 

ADDERS  AND  EEL-POUTS. 

Dear  Sir. — Respecting  "  Amateur  Angler's  "  note 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept  8,  "Do  Adders 
Swallow  their  Young  ?  "  the  following  perhaps  may 
have  some  bearing  on  the  subject. 

While  fishing  with  some  friends  in  the  Blackwater 
river,  Maldon,  we  caught  what  is  known  among  the 
fishermen  there  as  the  "  pout-eel."  The  first  we 
caught  was  about  Sin.  or  9in.  long,  and  apparently 
full  of  spawn.  The  practical  fisherman  that  was 
with  us  said,  "  If  you  cut  open  that  fish  you  will- 
find  a  lot  of  little  live  ones  inside."  I  said,  "  No  ; 
spawn  most  likely."  "No,"  said  he,  "live  fish. 
Cut  it  opsn,  and  see  for  yourself."  After  killing 
the  fish  1  cut  it  open,  and  out  popped  eight  or  ten 
little  lively  pout-eels,  bright,  toad-eyed  little  things 
about  2in.  long.  The  next  evening  we  caught 
another  a  little  larger.  I  also  opened  her,  and 
found  ten  or  twelve  little  ones,  a  little  smaller  than 
those  from  the  first  fish.  I  put  two  or  three  into 
a  glass  of  salt  water.  During  the  night  the  water 
had  frozen  over,  and  the  fish  were  dead.  We  con- 
cluded these  last  were  a  little  younger  than  the 
first,  but  that  both  lots  had  been  in  and  out  of 
their  mother  fish's  mouth  probably  a  dozen  or  more 
times,  probably  for  safety  or  a  night's  rest.  The 
questions  then  arose  in  our  minds :  "  Do  pout-eels 
swallow  their  young  ?  Do  they  spawn,  or  do  they 
bring  forth  their  young  alive  ?  " 

By  the  way,  I  have  never  seen  pout-eels  from  sea 
water  so  large  as  those  from  fresh  water.  Herons 
do  not  seem  to  eat  these  fish,  although  they  catch 
and  kill  them.  Quite  lately  I  disturbed  a  heron 
that  had  caught  and  killed  a  fresh-water  pout-eel, 
about  12in.  or  13in.  long,  which  it  had  left,  and  a 
little  farther  on  another  dead  one  about  the  same 
size,  both  of  which  I  had  reasons  to  conclude  were 
killed  and  left  uneaten  by  herons. — Yours  truly, 

R.  M.  P. 

[The  pout-eel  or  eel-pout  is  viviparous — that  is, 
produces  its  young  alive  ;  but  if  the  mother  swallowed 
any  there  would  be  no  return  ticket ! — Ed.] 

DO  ADDERS  SWALLOW  THEIR  YOUNG? 
Dear  Sir, — I  firmly  believe  they  do,  although 
I  have  never  seen  it  happen,  but  in  my  boy  days 
the  man  who  taught  me  to  shoot  and  fish,  and,  in  fact, 
anything  else,  was  an  adept  at  catching  adders 


some  two  minutes  before  six  o'clock.  The  member 
who  was  disqualified  was  only  sixty  yards  from 
the  scale,  and,  what  is  more  to  the  point,  was 
cautioned  by  a  member  coming  in  from  No.  19  peg 
that  he  would  be  late.  So  that  a^  far  as  I  can 
judge  it  is  the  competitor's  own  fault,  and  tho  last 
rule  states  that  "  the  umpire's  decision  shall  be 
final." 

I  ought  to  state  that  the  rules  were  read  out  to 
the  competitors  before  the  competition  started, 
and  they  all  agreed  that  they  were  fair. 

By  correcting  or  explaining  my  versi<m  of  the 
competition  I  should  feel  obliged. — Yours  truly, 
W.  J.  Hiscox,  Hon.  Sec. 

[If,  as  you  say,  every  competitor  agreed  to  the 
rule  that  "  if  a  member  is  not  at  the  weighing-in  place 
at  six  o'clock  he  shall  be  disqualified,"  then,  as  we 
stated,  "  X  "  was  disqualified.  You  have  put  a 
different  construction  on  it  when  you  say  that  "  X  " 
was  only  sixty  yards  from  the  scales.  But  that 
blowing  a  whistle  five  minutes  to  six  seems  to  us 
to  have  been  quite  unnecessary,  tmless  it  was  in- 
tended to  mean  "  Cease  Fishing."  A  rule  is  a  rule, 
and  should  be  obeyed,  but  Shylock's  demand  for  a 
poimd  of  flesh  landed  him  in  disaster.] 


A  TROUT'S  SUBSTANTIAL  MEAL. 

Dear  Sir, — -Whilst  fishing  the  Useway — a  burn 
in  the  Cheviot  Hills — Mr.  P.  Carruthers,  of  Galashiels, 
had  the  somewhat  remarkable  experience  of  catching 
a  trout  of  about  6oz.  with  a  mouse  in  its  throat. 
Mr.  Carruthers  was  using  worm  at  the  time,  and 
after  landing  the  trout  in  question,  saw  something 
resembling  a  black  thread  protruding  from  its 
mouth.  He  pulled  at  the  thread  (which  in  reality 
was  the  tail  of  the  mouse),  and  brought  the  body 
of  a  field-mouse  to  view.  Has  a  similar  experience 
ever  befallen  any  other  angler  ? 

I  have  heard  of  snails  and  small  frogs  being 
taken  by  trout,  but  never  a  mouse.  Wliat  a 
htmgry  trout  ! — Yours  truly,      Sorley  Brown. 


FISHING  AT  BRYNAMMAN. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  W.  S.  A."  as  to 
fishing  at  Brynamman,  I  believe  there  is  still  a  fairly 
decent  number  of  trout  in  the  river  there,  and  also 
at  Llangattock,  Llandilo,  Llandovery,  which  is 
within  easy  reach  of  Brynamman.  Licences  are  about 
2s.  6d.,  and  I  think  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
coarse  fisHng  in  the  Llandilo  districts. — -Yours  truly, 

A.  Cowley. 


FISHING  NEAR  BRYNAMMAN. 
Dear  Sir, — -There  are  very  few  trout  in  the 
small  stream  which  runs  through  Brynamman. 
If  "  W.  S.  A."  will  go  over  the  Black  Mountain, 
about  six  miles,  to  Gwynfe,  he  will  no  doubt  get 


some  good  trout  fishing  ;  or,  if  he  likes  to^go  to 
Lake  Llynyfan,  he  will  also  find  good  trout  fishing. 
With  regard  to  licencie,  he  can  get  one  from  Mr. 
D.  R.  Jones,  Crown  Inn,  Brynamman. — Yours 
truly,  J.  PooK. 

  J 

COUNTRY  QUARTERS  WAOTED.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  greatly  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  give  me  an  address  of  a  country 
inn  within  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  London  on 
L.  and  S.W.  Ry.  or  G.W.  Ry.,  where  they  can 
accommodate  four  young  fellows  reasonably.  Any 
distance  from  station  would  do.  Fishing,  of  course, 
would  be  a  necessity.  Trusting  someone  can  give 
me  this  information. — Yours  truly, 

C.  J.  Dicketts. 

SPLIT-CANE  ROD  BUILDING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  know  whether  the  following 
idea  is  a  novelty  or  whether  it  has  been  tried  and 
abandoned  as  impracticable.  Let  hexagonal  split- 
canes  be  built  with  the 
whole  of  the  hard  surface 
radiating  from  the  centre,  the 
corresponding  side  of  each 
section  being  hollowed  to 
receive  the  curve  of  the  next 
section.  The  enclosed  rough 
illustration  indicates  wliat  I 
mean,  the  dark  radiating 
curved  linos  indicating  the 
surface  of  the"'cane  as  a  convex  and  the  bacik  or 
softer  part  being  concave.  Then  every  bend  of  the 
rod  would  be  across  the  whole  diameter  in  hard 
surface  cane.  It  would  seem  that  great  strength, 
combined  with  great  lightness,  might  thus  be 
attained. — Yours  truly,  Stroke. 


ROACH  AS  PIKE  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  inform  me  why  it  is  that  roach 
are  not  more  generally  used  for  live-baiting  for 
pike.  Personally,  I  have  made  a  practice  of  using 
these  in  place  of  dace  for  some  time  past,  and  with 
success  ;  though  I  am  bound  to  admit  that  roach 
are  far  more  difficult  to  procure,  as  most  dealers 
seem  to  prefer  to  stock  dace  only,  but  for  what 
reason  I  cannot  imagine.  Can  any  of  your  readers 
enlighten  mo  on  this  point,  and  also  inform  me 
where  I  can  get  a  regular  supply  of  roach  in  London  ? 
— Yourii  truly,  A.  T.  Martin. 

[They  aro  not  kept,  as  they  are  not  asked  for,  and 
would  not  keep  woll  if  they  were  stocked.  Also  1 
should  regret  to  see  the  taking  of  small  roa(!h  for 
bait  encouraged,  as  it  would  often  be  made  an  excuse 
for  poaching  them. — Ed.] 


ROACH  AND  PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE 
HAMPSHIRE  AVON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  information  regarding 
pike  and  roach  fishing  in  the  Hampshire  Avon, 
Dorsetshire  Stour,  or  any  other  water  in  the  locality. 
Also,  1  want  accommodation  early  next  month  at  a 
farmhouse  or  mill  where  the  water  is  accessible. 
— Yours  truly,  M.  W. 


GRILSE  AND  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  Mr.  Harvio-Brown's 
amusing  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  15, 
but  the  canny  Scot  rather  evades  the  main  question 
and  seeks  to  cover  his  retreat  by  a  dissertation 
upon  sheep  and  lambs.  I  merely  alluded  to  the 
likeness  between  these  to  point  a  moral,  but  it  was 
not  upon  that  head  that  information  was  sought  of 
your  distinguished  correspondent.  What  I  did  ask 
was  if  he  would  define  upon  paper  the  difference 
between  adolescence  and  maturity  so  as  to  make  it 
easily  intelligible,  and  if  that  were  done  I  fancy  it 
would  just  about  dispose  of  the  question  of  the 
distinction  between  grilse  and  salmon.  After 
Mr.  Tod's  capital  rendering  of  the  points  into  verse, 
however,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  8,  perhaps 
there  is  little  more  required.  Things  in  rhyme  are 
so  easily  impressed  upon  the  mind,  but  anent  the 
"  softened  gristle,"  I  fancy  that  in  salmon,  as  in 
other  animals,  the  exact  period  when  it  becomes 
"  as  hard  and  dry  as  any  whistle  "  is  liable  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  variation  in  the  individual, 
apart  from  the  mere  question  of  age.  The  "  gristle  " 
in  the  noses  of  some  "  fish  "  seems  to  become  (juite 
hard  at  a  very  early  stage  of  development  ! 

As  to  the  spelling  of  the  word,  I  find  "  gilse " 
and  "  gilses  "  was  the  common,  if  not  the  exclusive, 
form  of  the  word,  on  Tweedside,  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  it  is  interesting  to  know  from  Mr 
Har\'ie-Brown  that  it  still  so  exists.  I  regret  I  have 
not  Jamieson's  Dictionary  at  hand,  at  the 
moment,  to  refer  to.  What  does  he  say  on  the 
matter  ? — Yours  truly.  Lichen  Grey. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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what,  in  my  opinion,  might  be  a  .splendid  fishing 
district  should  not  be  better  looked  after.  There 
are  ten  lakes  and  two  nice  streams  within  easy 
reach  of  the  village.  I  think  also  if  people  who 
buy  trout  were  more  careful  where  they  buy  from 
it  might  be  a  good  thing.  I  have  written  this 
letter  thinking  perhaps  you  might  be  able  to  do 
something  in  the  matter." 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  so  many  of  the  lovely 
Welsh  streams  and  lakes  are  no  longer  worth 
fishing  in  consequence  of  the  ruthless  poaching 
which  goes  on.  Only  the  other  day  Mr.  Choi-' 
mondeley-Pennell  informed  me  that  the  trout  fishing 
in  a  once  famous  Welsh  lake  was  now  worthless, 
causing  waste  of  money  and  temper  to  anglers 
visiting  it.  As  I  have  often  said,  it  is  a  pity,  as 
Wales  would  benefit  enormously  if  her  streams  and 
lakes  were  well  treated. 

Buffer  Knot  with  Rubber  Buffer. 

Mr.  W.  Baden  Powell,  K.C.,  sends  me  the  follow- 
ing note  of  his  very  ingenious  method  of  making  a 
buffer  knot.  I  see  he  uses  dark-red  rubber.  I 
presume  light-coloured  rubber  would  do  as  well, 
and  be  less  conspicuous. 

"  Dear  Marston, — In  relation  to  the  question 
of  knotting  gut  Unes,  I  enclose  a  bit  of  old  salmon 
gut  tied  as  I  generally  make  the  knots  on  my  casts. 
I  put  a  small  shp  of  rubber  cut  from  a  tobacco 
pouch  in  between  the  two  double-turn  knots, 
draw  tight,  and  cut  all  the  superfluous  rubber  off. 
It  may  be  as  '  old  as  the  hills  '  ;  anyway,  I  have 
used  it  for  years,  and  never  kno^vn  a  break  at  the 
knot.  The  sample  sent  shows  :  1,  the  ordinary 
shop-knot  ;  2,  the  rubber-in-knot  finished  ;  3,  the 
rubber-in-knot  loose  before  pulhng  together.  With 
salmon  the  size  of  knots  mattfers  little,  the  fish  is 
always  downstream  of  the  hne.  A  similar  piece 
of  rubber  between  the  gut  and  the  metal  eye  of  the 
fly  is  also  my  fancy.  It  may  be  a  fallacy,  but  it 
thus  far  has  paid  well.  Rubber  also  in  running- 
line  knot  to  cast  is  good — ends  cut  off,  of  course. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Sport  on  the  Tweed. 

With  a  very  pretty  "  fish  "  I  got  a  letter  from 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  in  which  he  mentions  some  nice 
sport  on  the  Tweed:— 

"  I  wired  you  I  had  sent  a  fish  this  morning.  I 
killed  him  yesterday,  and  I  hope  it  will  reach  you 
in  good  order.  I  went  to  Tweed  on  Monday 
(Sept.  24)  for  the  first  time  this  autumn,  and  fished 
in  the  afternoon  ;  got  three  small  ones— 7|lb.,  81b., 
and  9|lb.  I  stayed  yesterday  (Sept.  25)  and  got 
two— 101b.  and  20Jlb.  The  larger  fish  put  up  a 
splendid  fight,  but  they  all  do  at  this  time,  and 
most  have  sea-Hce  on  them.  We  have  plenty  of 
fish,  and  will  have  so  long  as  she  remains  fine,  but  a 
flood,  which  would  benefit  the  higher  reaches,  might 
leave  us  bare.  During  the  last  eight  days  we  have 
killed  eighteen  good  fish— almost  all  cocks.  This 
has  been  one  of  the  poorest  net  seasons  on  record, 
but  may  mean  that  the  fish  are  to  come,  and,  as 
they  are  reported  plentiful  in  the  lower  reaches  and 
the  bay,  we  hope  for  a  good  back-end." 

Poaching  in  Wales. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Hill  writes:  — 

"I  have  just  returned  from  a  fisliing  hoUday  in 
North  Wales.  For  the  past  three  years  I  have 
made  my  headquarters  at  Capel  Curig,  and  each 
year  I  have  had  less  sport  than  the  year  before. 
On  making  inquiries  this  year  I  was  told  on  all 
sides  that  the  whole  district  is  practically  poached 
to  death.  About  six  weeks  ago  the  Llugwy  was 
netted  one  night,  and  the  gang  was  not  caught.  An 
old  inhabitant  told  me  that  gangs  of  men  go  about 
and  net  some  part  practically  every  week.  On 
Sept.  8  I  fished  Llyn-y-foel  with  a  friend,  but  we 
did  not  get  a  fish.  About  1.30  p.m.  a  miner  turned 
up  and  took  in  his  night  fines.  I  am  glad  to  say 
he  drew  blank.  Then,  about  4  p.m.,  a  man  and  a 
small  boy  ,  came  and  started  with  an  otter-board. 
I  cannot  say  what  sport  they  had,  as  we  left  dis- 
gusted after  their  first  sail.    It  seems  a  pity  that 


in  his  stew  can  bid  his  best  friend  welcome.  If  I 
had  a  worst  enemy  I  should  have  thought  bream 
was  too  bad  to  offer  him,  but  Mr.  Webster  speaks 
from  experience.  It  would  certainly  add  to  the 
interest  of  my  bream  fishing  if  I  thought  somebody 
could  eat  them,  and  want  more.  Tench  and  perch 
are  all  i-ight. 

Mr.  John  Enright  and  the  New  York  Casting 
Tournament. 

I  understand  that  Mr.  John  Enright,  of  (Jastle 
Connell,  is  in  New  York  and  will  compete  imthc 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting  Competitions 
against  the  famous  American  Fly  Casters,  Mr. 
Walter  D.  Mansfield,  Mr.  Reuben  Leonard, 
Mr.  E.  J.  Mills,  etc.  The  tournament  will  be  in  the 
open  air  at  Harlem  Mere  on  Oct.  12  and  13  next. 
If  the  best  wishes  for  his  success  will  help,  Mr. 
Enright  will  have  plenty  of  them.  It  will  be  a 
case  of  Greenheart  against  Split-Cane,  and  I  hope 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  may  find  time  to  go  and  compete. 

Casts  of  Fish  at  the  B.S.A.S.  Exhibition. 

Visitors  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's 
excellent  exhibition  of  sea-tackle  should  not  miss 
the  very  clever  moulds  and  casts  of  fish  made  by 
Mr.  H.  A.  Gear,  especially  the  plaster  cast  of  an 
81b.  grilse.  Mr.  Gear  colours  as  well  as  makes  his 
casts.  I  have  noticed  the  exhibition  generally  on 
another  page.   R.  B.  Mabston. 

ON  "OUE"  CANAL. 


But  my  usual  knot  between  line  and  cast  is— fo 
salmon — 


and  the  strip  of  rubber  passed  through  at 
X,  andicut  close  when  the  knot  is  hauled  close  in. 
Same  knot  on  the  fly-eye,  first  tightening  the  end, 
then  hauling  through  on  the  main.  Sometimes 
I  tuck  the  end  thi-ough  the  loop  .  .  .  ,  but  the  8 
has  always  held  well." 

Good  Sport  on  Barton  Broad,  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Webster,  who  gave  us  a  note  of 
some  good  sport  he  had  in  July,  writes  to  me  : 
"  You  may  like  to  note  that  on  the  23rd,  fishing  on 
Barton  Broad,  I  took  1021b.  15oz.  of  fish,  including 
a  tench  of  21b.  12oz.,  with  many  bream  over  21b.  ; 
also  some  decent  rudd  and  other  fish.  One  rod 
and  line  only  was  used.  I  have  only  taken  to 
anghng  for  two  or  three  seasons,  and  this  is  my 
best  take  for  one  day.  I  had  91  lb.  one  day  last 
season,  but  that  was  in  July.  This  take  of  over 
1001b.  is  remarkable  because  of  the  lateness  of  the 
season.  I  may  mention  that  most  of  the  fish  were 
put  back."  Since  receiving  this,  I  have  had  a  chat 
with  Mr.  W^ebster,  and  I  find  that  he  is  a  pupil  of 
Mr.  Alma  Nichols,  of  Walton  House,  Stalham, 
which  accounts  for  his  having  so  quickly  acquired 
the  secret  of  getting  good  sport  on  the  very  clear 
water  of  Barton  Broad.  I  have  sent  a  good  many 
anglers  to  Mr.  Nichols  in  past  years,  and  those  are 
fortunate  who  are  able  to  get  a  lesson  or  two  from 
hun.  I  happened  to  say  to  Jlr.  Webster  that  I 
wished  bream  were  as  good  eating  as  tench,  when 
he  astonished  me  by  saying  that  they  were  ex- 
cellent—if you  know  how  to  cook  them.  I  admitted 
that  I  did  not  think  any  cooking  would  help,  but 
he  assures  me  that  if  you  fillet  the  fish  the  night 
before  you  eat  it,  and  let  the  pieces  stand  all  night 
m  salt  water,  the  bream  comes  up  to  the  reputation 
he  has  in  Frtince,  where  they  have  a  proverb,  as 
Walton  tells  us,  to  the  effect  that  he  who  has  bream 


We  hardly  expected  a  good  time  ;  the  sun  was 
blazing  as  it  had  been  for  the  better  part  of  a  week, 
yet  we  journeyed  for  the  week-end  (also  end  of  the 
month)  to  what  we  called  "  our  "  canal,  our  only 
certain  draw  for  coarse  fish.  We  had  to  walk  five 
miles  from  the  railway  station  to  our  favourite 
lock,  so  I  determined  to  "  spin  "  down,  while  my 
brother— a  hoary  veteran  of  nineteen— hurried  on 
to  his  swim. 

In  my  third  or  fourth  cast  I  hit  a  small  jack.  He 
jumped  a  couple  of  feet  out  of  the  water,  once  in 
the  middle  of  the  canal  when  I  first  hooked  him, 
and  then  again  close  in,  when  he  espied  me.  I 
returned  him  as  he  was  only  a  2-pounder,  and 
struggled  on  in  the  sweltering  heat.  I  fancy  my 
casting  wrist  was  a  bit  sprained  owng  to  tiding 
leg-breaks  for  our  cricket  club  ;  at  least,  I  got  no 
more,  not  even  a  perch.  The  "  prickly-backs  " 
often  come  at  a  medium  jack  spoon  ;  I  had  a 
beauty  of  21b.  on  my  last  visit.  At  last  I  reach 
the  lock,  and  in  the  evening  light  I  see  my  brother 
peering  at  liis  httle  roach  float  as  it  slowly  circles 
round  a  small  eddy. 

He  had  a  half-dozen  roach  up  to  ^^Ib.  to  show  me, 
and  then  actually  had  the  impudence  to  offer  me 
his  s\nm.  But  no,  I  was  tired,  and  the  eddy  Mas 
too  small  for  both  of  us  to  fish  comfortably,  so  I 
was  content  to  sit  and  watch,  and  do  a  httle  netting 
if  necessary.  The  lock-keeper  was  running  water, 
and  it  was  coming  rather  too  heavily  to  please  me, 
so  I  had  grave  doubts  for  the  morning.  Before  we 
went  into  the  lock-keeper's  house  for  the  night  that 
eddy  received  about  half  a  bucketful  of  bran  and 
barley  meal.  We  went  to  bed,  determined  to  be 
"  at  'em  "  by  daybreak.  But  it  was  five  o'clock 
before  we  started  next  morning,  and  we  proceeded 
almost  on  tip-toe  to  that  eddy.  My  first  swim 
rewarded  me  with  a  "down-sink,"  and  I  struck 
home. 

Didn't  he  fight,  low  too,  out  into  the  rushing 
water,  and  then  up  into  the  lock  !  "  Don't  be  too 
hard  on  him,  kid  !  "  shouts  my  paid  as  he  reaches 
for  the  net,  and  sprawls  on  the  ground,  so  that  the 
shoal  should  not  take  fright.  That  one  was  a 
pounder.    Then  I  had  the  pleasure  of  netting  one 

for  R  -,  but  for  some  unaccountable  reason  the 

red-fins  went  off  when  the  score  was  six.  I  think 
one  of  us  must  have  shovra  up  and  "put  'cm 
down,"  as  the  veteran  said.  So  I  tried  a  minnow 
in  the  fast  water  for  perch,  and  then  spun  down  a 
stretch  for  jack,  but  without  result,  and  when  we 
went  into  breakfast  we  had  no  inkUng  of  what  was 
in  store.  I  at  least  voiced  my  doubts  :  "  I  would 
read  a  magazine  and  use  the  liet.  while  he  fished." 
It  was  a  blazer  and  no  mistake,  just  the  day  wh^n 
one  should  not  catch  any  sort  of  fish. 

So  we  sat  side  by  side  on  the  seat  formed  by  a 
pile  of  old  railway  sleepers,  and  sheltered  v  a 
lovely  beech.  The  enthusiast  just  "  'ticed  "  them 
wth  a  handful  or  two  of  ground-bait— so  much 
less  for  the  lock-keeper's  pigs— and  then  the  fun 
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commenced.^  The~roach'"must  liave'  been^over^tliat 
bait  in  legions,  i  Beautiful  bites,  too,' although  now 
and^then  the  float  would  be  sucked  Tout  into  t  he 
fast  water,  and  a  strike  mean  nothing  more  than 
re  baiting.  The  striking  i  and  ^  play  were  worth 
Watching  ;  indeed,  I  was  ashamed  to  start,  fearing 
disparaging  remarks  from  the  lock-keeper,  who  had 
come  out  to  watch.  He  can  never  understand  that 
comparisons  are  odious.  The  capacious  seat- 
basket  was  half  full  in  about  an  hour,  and  not  one 
was  so  small  as  |lb.,  also  none  over  a  pound  ; 
in  fact,  we  had  never  taken  a  roach  of  over  1  lb. 
from  that  water. 

Then  the  water  was  stopped,  and  we  did  no  more 
tiU  after  dinner,  when,  fishing  right  uj)  under  the 
lock-gates  in  perfectly  still  water,  the  greybeard 
had  two  minutes'  play  out  of  a  l|-pounder.  He  was 
a  bit  anxious  to  get  him  into  the  net,  and  I  had  to 
take  that  useful  article  out  of  the  water,  where  I 
had  dipped  it  in  readiness,  in  order  to  teach  him  a 
lesson.  He  would  not  kill  his  fish.  A  peculiar  thing 
about  this  canal  is  that  the  natives  rarely  get  the 
big  roach,  only  the  "  scripers."  They  do  not  know 
where  the  fish  lie,  and  stick  to  the  plain  water,  while 
We  hover  round  the  sluices.    Verb.  sap. 

In  the  evening  I  suddenly  bethought  me  that 
our  boys  and  girls  were  very  fond  of  a  nicely- 
stuffed  jack  (of  course,  I  knew  it  was  rather  eai'ly 
for  jack),  and  also  that  we  had  never  left  the  water 
without  one  of  those  tyrants.  Down  I  went  with 
the  spoon,  and  thoroughly  searched  our  favourite 
stretch.  When  I  reached  the  lock  again.  I  had  not 
so  much  as  a  "  suspicion  "  to  record.  The  demon 
roacher,  however,  had  played  and  netted  another 
of  his  favourites,  about  l^lb.,  also  one  just  under 
the  pound.  Somehow  he  had  humoured  ("  mesme- 
rised "  I  said)  the  lock-keeper  to  put  on  just  one  or 
two  inches  of  water,  contrary  to  orders  from  head- 
quarters, I  know.  He  took  at  least  ten  minutes 
to  tell  me  of  his  fight  -nith  the  last  one  of  the  day. 
All  the  fish  were  taken  on  the  finest  of  tackle  with 
bread  paste,  on  a  No.  12  hook. 

Though  we  explained — -somewhat  unsuccessfully, 
I  am  afraid — to  the  lock-keeper's  wife  that  carrying 
2olb.  of  roach  five  miles  to  the  railway  station  was 
a  "  labour  of  love,"  yet  I  at  least  was  not  sorry  when 
I  stretched  my  weary  form  on  my  own  little  cot, 
and  after  about  five  minutes'  mental  struggle  with 
a  phantom  roach  float,  -with  bites  every  second, 
sank  into  obUvion  dreamless.  Rutilus. 


A  NIGHT  AT  A  HIGHLAND  LOCH. 

It  had  been  hot  and  sultry  for  several  days — 
capital  weather  for  the  farmers  getting  on  with  their 
upland  hay,  but  making  day  fishing  almost  useless — 
quite  so  as  far  as  artificial  fly  was  concerned — so  we 
determined  to  make  a  night  attack  upon  the  big 
fishes,  which  the  lake,  far  up  amongst  the  mountains, 
might  reasonably  be  supposed  to  contain,  but  which 
had  hitherto  been  utterly  imrepresented  at  our 
hotel.  It  was  a  Avalk  of  some  four  or  five  miles  to 
the  water,  so  we  had  an  early  afternoon  meal,  and 
packing  enough  of  the  necessities  of  life  into  our 
creels  to  last  for  twelve  hours  or  so,  set  out  upon 
our  tramp — I  ought  to  say  climb — about  four 
o'clock.  The  sun  was  bright,  and  the  heat  consider- 
able, but  we  managed  to  survive  it,  and  taking 
things  pretty  easily,  reached  the  water  some  two 
hours  later,  having,  as  Jones  declared,  done  at  least 
eight  miles.  And  probably  his  calculation  was  not 
far  out,  as  an  ordnance  map  gives  a  very  inadequate 
idea  of  distance  when  it  comes  to  walking  uphill 
and  downdale. 

Modern  philanthropists  are  never  done  telling  us 
that  both  alcohol  and  tobacco  are  bad,  nor  in 
especially  condemning  the  use  of  either  when  moun- 
taineering. In  theory,  perhaps,  they  may  be  right, 
but  how  waefuUy  your  doctor  often  fails  to  practise 
what  he  preaches,  when  you  happen  on  him  in 
hoUday  mood  !  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Jones  is  a 
full-blown  M.D.  of  the  University  of  "  Modern 
Athens,"  and  a  pillar  o'  the  kirk  forby,  yet  all 
such  kindly  advice  was  entirely  thrown  away  upon 
the  two  devoted  anglers,  who,  weary  and  atliirst, 
at  the  close  of  that  afternoon,  found  mossy  seats 
amongst  the  rocks  which  strew  the  base  of  the  cliff 
that  shuts  in  the  lake  upon  its  northern  side.  Near 
by  the  cool  waters  of  a  refreshing  spring  issued 
from  amongst  the  stones,  while  tall  ferns  waved 
overhead,  and  afforded  a  welcome  shelter  from  the 
sun's  rays.  Who  will  blame  the  aforesaid  anglers 
because,  forsooth,  they  lay  back  upon  their  rocky 


couch~andfproceeded'^to~enjoy  themselvesTin  an 
'umble  spirit  ?  No  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  hope,  nor  any  brother  of  the  angle.  But  to  our 
narrative. 

The  evening  was  a  delightful  one.  The  loch  lay 
like  a  sheet  of  glass  at  our  feet,  with  scarce  a  wrinkle 
on  its  fair  face,  save  where,  here  and  there,  a  sma' 
trootlet  splashed  at  a  passing  fly,  near  its  margin  ; 
but  there  were  few  flies  as  yet  upon  the  water,  and 
those  dimples  were  few  and  far  between,  and  all 
made  by  fish  unworthy  of  our  steel.  Being  very 
much  out  of  the  way,  the  loch  is  not  much  fished, 
and  most  of  its  trout,  who  survive  to  reach  respect- 
able dimensions,  must,  therefore,  we  conclude, 
"  die  of  old  age."  "  We  have  thus  a  much  better 
chance  than  ordinare  o'  gettin'  a  rise  out  of  the 
old  'un  to-night,"  opined  Jones,  as  he  puft'ed  the 
smoke  thoughtfully  from  his  lips.  The  only  un- 
settled question  was  as  to  the  size  to  which  old 
trout  should  attain  in  such  a  place,  and  we  both 
fervently  hoped  that  they  might  wax  heavy  as  they 
grew  full  of  years. 

Two  sides  of  the  loch  are  bounded  by  rocks  and 
heather,  with  a  good  deal  of  fern  growing  down  to 
the  edge  of  more  or  less  deepish  water.  The 
remaining  shores  slope  out  to  gravelly  and  muddy, 
or  mossy,  beaches,  the  latter  thickly  overgrOwn 
with  rushes  and  other  weeds,  and  affording  plenty 
of  hiding  and  breeding  places  for  all  sorts  of  sedges, 
and  other  flies.  These  we  had  previously  observed 
in  abundance,  about  the  grass,  and  amongst  the 
gravel  any  quantity  of  caddis  cases  and  other 
larvae  could  be  found.  It  was  upon  the  hope  of 
large  fish  coming  out  to  feed  upon  the  sedges,  et 
hoc  genus  omne,  which  take  their  flight  abroad  in  the 
gloaming,  that  the  expectation  of  sport  had  been 
builded,  which  had  tempted  us  to  spend  the  night 
by  the  side  of  the  loch,  and  we  were  now  impatiently 
awaiting  the  appearance  of  these  night-fliers.  The 
sun  had  already  disappeared  behind  the  neighbour- 
ing peaks,  and  the  lake  lay  plunged  in  shadow,  but 
as  yet  only  a  few  of  the  small  and  early  moths  had 
begun  to  flit  about  amongst  the  rocks,  or  to  take 
short  flights  from  one  patch  of  ferns  to  another. 
Then  the  midges — whole  hosts  of  them — began  to 
creep  out  from  everywhere,  literally  in  legions. 
Now,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  lately  had 
a  good  deal  to  say  upon  the  merits  of  different  kinds 
of  lotions  for  the  suppression  of  these  pests,  and 
letters  both  pro  and  con  some  of  them  have  appeared 
in  print  ;  but,  for  myself,  I  discovered  "  the  real 
Mackay,"  some  years  ago,  in  the  Anti-Midge 
prepared  by  Mr.  Mackay,  of  Aberdeen,  and  would 
not  now,  upon  any  account,  be  without  it.  The 
doctor's  language  was  becoming  scarcely  fitted  for 
even  modern  Parliaments,  before  I  passed  him  the 
bottle,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  but  for  "  Mackay  " 
our  position  would  have  been  untenable  ;  but  a 
free  application  of  the  lotion  saved  the  situation, 
and  utterly  routed  the  little  bloodthirsty  savages. 

But  hist  to  that  splash  over  yonder  !  While 
the  midges  have  been  occupying  our  attention  the 
light  has  thickened,  and  the  pioneers  of  the  army  of 
the  sedges  are  now  leaving  their  entrenchments  in 
the  grass,  and  extending  in  skirmishing  order  across 
the  water.  There  is  another  splash,  and  another, 
telling  that  the  rise  has  begun  in  earnest,  as  we 
jump  to  our  feet,  and  make  tracks  for  the  weedy 
side  of  the  loch  ;  for  it  is  there  that  the  sedges,  and 
the  rises,  are  most  in  evidence.  Rods  and  lines 
had  already  been  put  together,  and  a  well-oiled  fly 
or  two  adorned  our  hats.  A  rather  heavily-dressed 
darkish  brown  fly,  of  nearly  ordinary  lake  size,  was 
what  I  had  put  up,  and  it  satisfied  all  expectations. 
No  doubt,  however,  any  good-sized  fly  would  have 
done  as  well,  so  that  further  description  of  the 
dressing  is  scarcely  necessary.  Jones  had  elected 
to  begin  with  a  slightly  smaller  pattern,  with  a  light 
blae  wing,  and,  as  events  showed,  it  proved  almost 
equally  taking.  Leaving  him  to  begin  off  the  first 
weedy  bay,  I  went  a  little  further  on,  and  before  I 
had  gone  very  far  I  saw  he  was  fast  in  a  good  fish, 
which  was  duly  brought  to  net.  But  there  is  no 
time  to  inquire  as  to  results  now.  The  rise  has 
begun  with  absolute  suddenness,  and  will  probably 
go  off  again  almost  as  suddenly,  and  the  best  use 
must  be  made  of  our  time  while  it  lasts. 

With  a  "  plop  "  a  great  head  rises  in  front  of  me. 


How  TO  TIE  Trout  and  Gbatlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  , 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  n.  G.  McClelland.    Fully  Illustrated.    "  The  beat  book  ever  ; 
written  on  the  subject."— Fis/iuig  Oazette.  i 


not  twenty  yards  from  the  bank,  so  I  get  down«|to 
him  at  once.  At  the  second  cast  he  has  it,  and  a 
ripple  from  the  reel,  in  answer  to  the  strike,  tells 
that  he  is  a  good  one.  He  turns  out  to  bo  the  exact 
length  of  the  bottom  of  my  basket,  after  I  have 
succeeded  in  persuading  him  to  enter  it,  and  a 
beautiful  fish,  with  deep  golden  sides  and  finely 
spotted  with  black  and  red  in  almost  equal  pro- 
portion. Splash  !  Plop  !  There  are  good  fish 
rising  now  all  over  the  place,  and  though  a  good 
many  of  them  are  out  of  reach  of  the  shore,  several 
of  them  are  induced  to  follow  their  leader  into  the 
creel.  I  then  move  further  along  the  bank  a  bit, 
and  pick  up  one  or  two  more,  mostly  fish  of  about 
^Ib.  apiece  ;  but  there  are  many  very  much  larger 
ones  on  the  move,  and  one  is  kept  at  a  high  tension 
of  pleasurable  expectation.  At  any  moment  the 
old  'un,  of  which  Jones  yarned,  may  be  struck,  and, 
judging  from  the  rises  which  one  sees  and  hears, 
he,  or  she,  must  be  at  least  several  pounds  in  weight. 
As  it  grows  darker  the  fly  can  only  be  seen,  and 
that  dimly,  by  keeping  it  between  the  fisherman 
and  what  still  remains  of  daylight  in  the  northern 
sky  ;  but  the  excitement  is  still  maintained.  There 
is  a  rise  to  your  left  there  ;  you  cover  it,  and  your 
fly  is  seized  instantly.  Strike  !  Plunge  !  and  round 
goes  the  reel  !  Is  it  the  father  of  fishes  ?  No,  only 
one  of  about  a  foot  long,  and  the  "  old  'un  "  is  still 
at  large — imless,  of  course,  Jones  has  already 
caught  him.  How  selfishly  you  hope,  for  the 
moment,  that  he  may  have  had  no  such  luck  ! 

By-and-by,  however,  the  sedges,  which  have  been 
skimming  over  the  water  in  all  directions  for  the 
last  half -hour,  almost  entirely  disappear.  Whether 
they  have  gone  to  bed,  or  betaken  themselves  else- 
where, is  immaterial  so  far  as  the  angler  is  con- 
cerned, the  essential  point  being  that  the  rise  of 
trout  has  practically  come  to  an  end  also.  Only 
an  occasional  plop  now  breaks  the  silence,  and  these 
are  mostly  far  out  into  the  lake,  whither,  perhaps, 
a  disabled  sedge  or  two  may  have  drifted,  unnoticed, 
earlier  in  the  evening,  and  been  unable  to  leave  the 
water.  A  few  large  moths  are  still  skirting  the 
beds  of  rushes,  but  though  they  fly  occasionally 
close  to  its  surface,  they  seldom  fall  into  the  water, 
and  80  offer  comparatively  little  attraction  to  the 
trout.  "  How  would  it  be  to  catch  a  few  of  them, 
however,  and  throw  them  on  to  the  water  ?  Might 
induce  a  few  late  stayers  to  resume  the  feast !  "  So, 
getting  rid  of  my  rod  and  creel,  I  proceed  to  try  the 
experiment.  Plenty  of  the  moths,  chiefly  of  the 
"  'Wainscot "  order — the  leucanidce  of  lepidop- 
terists — are  sitting  about  the  heads  of  the  rushes, 
and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  catching  a  dozen  or  two 
of  them.  These,  partially  disabled,  are  cast  upon 
the  water,  and  left  to  drift  out  from  the  shore,  while 
I  go  in  quest  of  more.  While  1  am  thus  engaged, 
Jones  comes  up,  and  the  situation  is  explained  to 
him,  and  while  we  are  talking  there  is  a  loud  splash 
somewhere  close  inshore,  though  it  is  too  dark  to 
locate  it  exactly  from  where  we  are  standing.  My 
rod  is  quickly  recovered,  and  we  both  go  in  quest  of 
the  tell-tale  rings.  Presently  another  moth  is 
taken  right  in  front  of  me,  and  having  already 
affixed  a  moth  to  my  hook,  I  drop  it  over  a  fish, 
and  have  him  instantly.  And,  by  Jove  !  I  do 
beUeve  it  is  one  of  the  veritable  "  old  'uns  "  at  last  ! 
He  takes  out  line  fast,  and  makes  a  stiff  fight  of  it 
for  several  minutes,  but  Jones  comes  up  and  nets 
him  for  me  at  length.  A  fine  fish  of  over  a  couple 
of  pounds,  certainly,  though  there  is  no  scale  at 
hand  upon  which  to  weigh  him,  and  the  largest  X 
have  caught  to-night. 

Of  course,  more  moths  are  tried  after  this,  but  in 
spite  of  all  we  can  do,  no  more  rises  are  forthcoming  ; 
so  very  well  satisfied  with  our  sport,  we  make  our 
way  back  to  our  seats  amongst  the  rocks.  In- 
differently bad  walking  it  is,  too,  amongst  these 
loose  fragments  of  cliff  in  the  dark  ;  but  eventually 
our  goal  is  reached.  Notes  are  compared,  and  our 
battles  fought  over  again,  Jones'  creel  being  found 
to  contain  eleven  fish,  while  mine  produces  five 
more  ;  and,  as  luck  will  have  it,  amongst  the  latter 
are  the  two  largest  trout.  These,  curiously  enough, 
are,  I  beUeve,  the  first  and  the  last  I  killed.  About 
the  last  there  is,  of  course,  no  doubt,  but  the  most 
curious  thing  about  him  is  that  he  is  quite  of  a 
different  type  to  all  our  other  fish — much  less 
yellow  in  colour,  and  with  no  red  spots  upon  him-- 
a  more  typical  lake  trout  than  any  of  his  fellows  in 
misfortune.  He  measures  just  over  18in.,  and 
scaled  next  morning,  when  we  got  back  to  the  hotel, 
rather  over  2^1b. ,  and  he  cut  quite  as  red  as  a  salmon, 
very  much  redder  than  any  of  the  others. 

Lichen  Grby. 
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PAEIS  INTEENATIONAL 
COMPETITION,  1906. 

I  ARRIVED  in  Paris"at^six  o'clock  a.m.  on 
Sept.  23,  and  little  time  was  wasted  before 
we  departed  for  the  rendezvous — the  Gare 
de  Lyon — for  departure  by  special  train  to 
Malesherbes,  fifty-five  miles  out  from  Paris. 
The  "  meet  "  at  the  station  set  one  wonder- 
ing whether  it  was  a  gala  procession  or  an 
angling  competition,  but  the  tremendous 
array  of  fishing-rods  and  huge  landing-nets 
dispelled  all  doubts.  It  did  one's  heart 
good  to  see  the  latter.  The  Parisians  were 
evidently  after  the  "  big  'uns,"  and  I  had 
come  away  without  my  own  landing-net. 
The  tedious  journey  to  Malesherbes  was 
reheved  by  various  fishing  stories  and 
reminiscences  of  Henley,  1905. 

We  had  scarcely  arrived  at  the  station 
when  the  village  band  struck  up  that  in- 
spiriting air,  "  The  Marseillaise."  Very  little 
time  was  wasted  ;  when  the  band  heading 
the  procession  of  500  anglers  struck  up  the 
"  Village  March  "—I  know  it  was  that 
because  we  had  the  same  tune  until  we  were 
met  by  the  Mayor,  who  was  waiting  to 
receive  us  in  the  market  square.  The  usual 
formalities  for  the  draws  having  been  gone 
through,  all  was  in  readiness  for  the  event, 
for  which  many  had  come  long  distances  to 
compete.  There  was  yet  thirty  minutes  to 
spare,  so  justice  was  done  to  a  good  repast, 
lines  formed  up,  and  that  dear  old  village 
band,  with  that  same  dear  old  tune  we  were 
getting  quite  used  to.  A  ten  minutes' 
march  brought  us  to  the  river ;  the  bridge 
was  safely  negotiated,  and  then  to  the 
swims.  I  had  not  far  to  go,  for  No.  387 
stood  staring  at  me.  After  two  minutes 
I  collected  my  scattered  thoughts,  and 
gazed  into  the  9in.  (depth)  of  water  in  front 
of  me,  which  was  as  clear  as  crystal,  and 
mechanically  put  my  21 -footer  together. 
Having  attached  my  smallest  quill  and  a 
Wyers  Freres'  No.  13  roach  hook,  I  stood 
waiting  for  the  fray.  Suddenly  my  next 
neighbour  exclaimed  in  French,  "  There 
they  are  !  "  and  pointing  to  the  9in.  "of 
water  in  front  of  me  I  could  just  discern 
about  a  dozen  fry  that  would  have  shamed 
Harry  Tate's  "  big  'un."  Suddenly  a  report 
of  firearms  was  heard.  Was  someone  shoot- 
ing sparrows  ?  No  ;  the  exponents  of  the 
gentle  art  were  all  ready  to  business.  One, 
two,  three  minutes  had  passed,  when  sud- 
denly a  voice  rang  out  the  fateful  sound, 
'  Commissaire  !  "  I  wondered  what  it  was 
all  about,  but  No.  382  had  scored  !  A 
beautiful  fish,  no  larger  than  the  hook  I  was 
gomg  to  fish  with— no  wonder,  as  the  float 
consisted  of  a  match  and  the  smallest  hook 
I  had  ever  seen.  I  hastily  packed, up,  but 
that  fateful  sound  ,  "  Commissaire'!  "  still 
rang  out  all  around  me.  The  slaughter  had 
commenced  !  With  a  "  good-bye  "  to^one 
or  two  friends,  I  began  my  march  to  the 
station.  What  would  I  not  have  given  for 
the  dear  old  band  to  have  escorted  my 
friend  and  I!  My  troubles  now  began.  That  ' 
dear  old  British  sovereign  was  valued  at 
ten  francs  by  the  kind  lady  in  the  booking- 
office  in  exchange  for  a  railway  ticket  back 
to  Paris,  which  bargain,  however,  was  not 
negotiated.  Arrived  at  Paris,  we  came  to 
fair  terms  at  usual  rates  of  coinage.  My 
main  object  had  been  accomphshed.  The 
competition  came  to  an  end,  and  the  prizes 
were  there  in  all  their  glory  for  those  who 
were  table  to  win  them.  My  duties  were 
tulfiled— I  had  seen  the  "International 
Angling  Tournament  "  for  myself.  I  hope 
some  day  to  visit  France  again,  when,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  they  will  have  adopted  a 
standard  of  sizeable  fish. 

One  Who  was  There. 


Copyright  photo  hy]  [Balf-Tones, 
Intebnational  Angling  Competition  at  Maleshebbes,  near  Paris,  Sept.  23,  1906. 
(The  photograph  shows  one  of  the  prettiest  parts  of  the  river.) 


Ltd. 


Copyriyht  photo  by]  [Half-T.nes, 

The  Anqlo-Frknch  Piscatorial  Cup  being  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  bv 
Miss  Maud  Abrahams  (a  lady  member). 
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THE   BRITISH   SEA  ANGLEES' 
SOCIETY'S  EXHIBIT  OF  SEA 
RODS,  TACKLE,  ETC. 


The  exhibit  of  sea  rods  and  tackle  at  Clifford's 
Inn  Hall,  between  Chancery-lane  and  Fetter-lane, 
is  certainly  the  best  of  the  series  organised  by  the 
B.S.A.S.,  and.  in  the  words  of  the  committee, 
"  among  the  exhibits  will  be  found  every  requisite 
for  the  modern  sea  angler  ;  it  is  hoped  that  many 
will  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus  pre- 
sented of  seeing  what  is  considered  to  be  the  best 
and  most  up-to  date  tackle  now  on  sale  by  the 
Trade."  I  confess  that  I  do  not  quite  see  what  the 
sea-trout  has  to  do  in  this  sea-fishing  galley,  though 
it  is  true  it  is  caught  in  estuaries  and  tidal  waters. 
Still,  the  name  seems  to  be  the  excuse.  The  exhi- 
bition will  remain  open  until  Wednesday  next, 
Oct.  3,  from  12  noon  to  9  p.m.  Tickets  of 
admission  may  be  obtained  from  most  of  the 
fishing  tackle  makers,  or  at  the  society's  rooms, 
4^  Fetter-lane. 

Messes.  Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Anderson,  Ltd., 

37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G.,  and  58-9,  Charing 
Cross,  S.W.,  are  showing  an  excellent  selection  of 
waterproofs,  oilskins,  boots,  etc.  The  "  Gordon 
Bennett "  Waterproof,  fitted  with  patent  india- 
rubber  cuffs  and  collar,  is  an  ideal  "storm  coat." 
The  "  Osborne "  Oilskin  is  second  to  none  for  ; 
lightness  and  finish,  and  the  "Roughsea"  and  | 
"  Cruiser  "  Oilies  are  models  of  cheapness.  The 
show  of  boots  include  the  "Quarterdeck"  and 
"  Nonslipping  Pike,"  the  former  combining  the 
ease  of  leather  and  the  proofness  of  a  rubber  boot. 
Their  bags  and  seats  deserve  attention.  This  firm 
has  branches  also  at  Gardiii  and  Swansea. 

A  difficulty  which  anglers  who  wade  much  some- 
times experience  is  that  the  big  nails  in  the  soles 
of  brogues  get  pushed  into  the  soddened  leather,  and 
so  cause  bumps  on  the  inside  which  soon  cause 
pain.  Messrs.  Anderson  have  a  new  method  by 
which  after  the  nails  are  clenched  in  the  sole  an 
inner  sole  is  added  and  cemented  down — of  course, 
allowance  is  made  for  this  or  the  brogue  would  not 
fit;  this  inner  sole  is  sufficiently  thick,  they  say,  to 
prevent  the  inconvenience  I  have  referred  to.  I  | 
think  anglers  who  fish  for  sea  fish  in  the  winter  | 
ought  to  get  all  the  protection  they  can  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  Messrs.  Anderson  have  made  a  study 
of  garments  for  winter  fishing. 


sary  but  harmful  —  the  gut  is  bleached  and 
polished  till  a  bundle  of  it  looks  like  a 
beautifully-white  stick  of  celery,  instead  of  being 
as  transparent  as  glass.  The  "A.  &  N.'!  is,  of 
course,  to  the  fore  with  a  fine  array  of  sea-trout 


The  "Premier"  Pocket  Line  Greaser. 
(Registered  No.  484,513.) 


rods,  if  they  are  to  be  in  demand  by  sea  anglers, 
and  they  have  a  new  dressed  reel  line  for  fly  fishing, 
which  is  very  pliant  and  does  not  stick,  an^l  yet 
they  guarantee  that  it  is  a  dressing  that  will  wear 
well.  Unless  I  am  mistaken,  the  "A.  &  N." 
Fishing  Department  originated  the  wholesome  idea 
of  giving  the  weight  of  each  line  with  it,  so  that  if 
you  get  to  like  a  line  and  find  it  suits  your  rod  you 
can  get  another  of  exactly  the  same  weight.  Their 
leather  grip  spongio-lined  greaser  for  lines  is  a  good 


The  "Premier"  Inuia  Rubber  Fishing  Rod 
Grip  Protector. 

(Registered  No.  479,688.) 


The  Abmy  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  very  fine 
"A.  &  N."  exhibit  of  sea  rods  and  sea  tackle  is  a 
case  jwith  the  life-history  of  the  silkworm  from  the 


novelty,  though  I  must  confess  that  I  find  a  bit 
of  wash-leather  kept  in  my  tin  of  deer's  fat  or 
"  Gishurstine  "  is  all  I  require.  They  have  brought 
out  an  india-rubber  acorn-shaped  protector  to  slide 


3s.  6d.  to  £4  4s.  A  very  capital  cheap  i-od  is  their 
half-guinea  "I'Deal,"  and  deservedly  popular. 
Their  "  Walmer  "  sea-fishing  tackle  box,  at  2()s.,  is 
the  best  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  seen — it  can,  of 
course,  be  fitted  to  suit  the  ideas  and  pocket  of  the 
purchaser.  It  will  carry  a  short  sea  rod  in  three 
joints  and  everything  else  you  require.  I  think 
something  of  the  kind  would  be  useful  to  the 
salmon  and  pike  angler.  The  box  is  not  heavy- 
most  tackle  boxes  arc  too  heavy.  Every  season  the 
"  A.  &  N."  Society  adds  to  its  list  of  first-class  sea 
rods,  reels,  lines  and  all  the  other  requirements 
of  the  sea  angler,  and  their  capital  little  fishing  tackle 
catalogue  is  fully  illustrated,  and  gives  also  some 
useful  hints  for  sea  anglers  as  to  where  to  go  for 
sport.  I  understand  that  when  Mr.  Aflalo  gives  his 
promised  lecture  on  "  The  Tarpon  and  Tarpon  Fish- 
ing," in  November,  thaC  the  '•  A.  &  N."  and  other 
firms  will  make  a  special  exhibit  of  tarpon  rods, 
tackle,  etc.  Mr.  Aflalo's  experiences  will  be  doubly 
interesting  as  he  can  give  us  comparisons  between 
the  different  styles  of  sea  fishing,  and  tell  us  about 
personal  sport  with  tarpon  and  other  great  fish  of 
the  Florida  coast. 

Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
have  a  very  fine  show  of  their  novelties  for  1906-7 
in  the  centre  of  the  hall. 

The  "  Minchin  "  Sea  Rod— suggested  by  Mr. 
CO.  Minchin  (B.S.A.S.) — is  an  entirely  new  type, 
built  to  combine  spinning  or  whiffing  with  general 
bottom  fishing.  It  is  made  in  two  styles — Calcutta 
cane  butt  and  joints  with  greenheart  tops,  or  split- 
cane  throughout.  It  is  lift,  long  for  whiffing,  -and 
8ft.  long  for  bottom  fishing. 

The  "Mallett  Ballycotton"  Rod.— This,  which  is 
probably  the  strongest  sea  rod  ever  produced, 
length  and  weight  considered,  is  double  cane  built 
with  steel  centre  and  7Jft.  long ;  it  has  a  swing 
pulley  and  a  new  style  of  winch  fitting  which 
effectually  prevents  the  reel  sliding  when  once 
fixed. 

This  type  of  rod  has  landed  most  of  the  heavy 
fish  at  Ballycotton  during  August — skate  up  to 
1831b.,  halibut,  1021b.,  conger,  40lb.,  cod,  30lb., 
etc.,  having  been  landed  by  its  users.  The  price, 
353.,  is  very  moderate  indeed. 

The  "Patterson"  Sea  Rod. — This  rod  is  light 
and  durable,  and  would  be  a  very  useful  rod  for  a 
lady.  It  is  built  of  lancowood  in  two  joints,  6ft. 
6in.  long,  with  roller  rings  instead  of  the  old  typo 
of  ring,  and  a  porcelain  top  loop. 

The  "Howlett'-'  Bass  Rod,  suggested  by  Mr.  W. 
Howlctt,  is  especially  adapted  for  bass  fishing  from 
boat,  rocks,  or  breakwater,  is  11 J  ft.  long,  and  hght 
and  durable. 

The  "  Nichols '!  Pollack  Rod  is  light,  steely,  and 
strong. 

Tlic  "Minchin"  Sea  Reel  is  fitted  with  a  drop 
catch  spring,  for  convenience  in  taking  apart,  an 
adjustable  check,  and  a  spring  lever  drag ;  it  is  a 
very  durable  and  strong  reel,  and  will  be  found  of 
great  value  at  home  and  abroad,  being  so  con- 
structed that  it  is  said  to  be  proof  against  climatic 
changes. 

The  "Goodwin"  Reel. — A  skeleton  frame  with 
a  metal  bar  barrel  and  spring  fixing.  This  reel 
allows  of  front  portion  being  detached  and  placed 
in  fresh  water  to  dissolve  salt  on  line. 

The  "Watts"  Conger  Trace  and  Hook  claim  to 
be  proof  against  the  largest  conger's  teeth. 

The  "  Hastings "  Sea  Tackle. — A  new  and 
ingenious  device  for  paternostering  and  ledgering, 
a  combination  whicli  is  in  this  case  obtained  by 
a  simple  and  effective  wire  connection,  giving  a 
■sliding  action  to  the  lead  and  allowing  a  straight 
pull  when  playing  a  fish. 

The  "  B.S  A.S."  Sea  Fisher's  Outfit.— This  is  a 
aew  departure.  It  is  the  supply  of  complete 
outfits  for  any  part  of  the  coast.  The  No.  1 
outfit  includes  everything  requisite  for  the  sea 
angler  for  ordinary  sea  fishing.  The  "Mallett" 
outfit  at  £3  is  for  the  heavier  fish  caught  in  the 
more  distant  parts  of  the  coast.  The  "Minchin" 
outfit  at  £5  is  for  the  highest  class  outfit,  and  with 
such  an  equipment  the  angler  is  armed  for  almost 
any  sea  fishing  at  home  or  abroad. 

The  "  Ballycotton  "  Trace  Leads  and  Hooks. — 
These  are  the  special  articles  which  are  used  in  this 
now  favourite  fishing  station.  The  lead  has  been 
used  by  the  native  fishermen  for  centuries,  and  is 
one  of  the  first  conceptions  of  the  straight  pull. 
Its  peculiar  shape  gives  an  absolute  straight  pull 
on  the  fish,  and  it  is  the  best  type  of  lead  to 
counteract  the  action  of  the  tide  and  for  non- 
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egg  right  up  to  the  most  expensive  salmon  gut —  down  the  butt  and  then  throw  the  rain  off,  as  the 

the  whole  process  of  growth  and  manufacture  is  old- rubber  ring  does  more  or  less  effectually — i1 

shown  better  than  I  ever  saw  it  before.    I  was  will  be  useful  for  holding  one's  salmon  or  other  t\y 

glad  to  see  a  bundle  of  gut  with  the  golden»yellow  when  walking  to  or  from  one's  fishing, 

skin  still  on  it.    I  have  never  been  convinced  yet  For  many  years  now  the  "A.  &  N."  has  given 

that  everything  done  to  the  gut,  except  the  careful  special  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  sea  angler, 

removal  of  that  brittle  skin,  is  not  only  unneces-  and  they  have  a  great  variety  ranging  in  price  from 
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fouling  of  hooks  and  steering  clear  of  rock 
traps. 

The  "  H.R.H."  Reel,  for  fresh  or  salt  water 
angling,  is  a  new  idea  in  some  respects,  and, 
although  rather  expensive,  appears  to  be  very 
simple  and  strong,  and  is  the  best  reel  for  drying  a 
line  that  I  have  seen,  as  the  centre  is  quite  open 
and  exposed  to  the  air.  Visitors  should  not  miss 
the  "  Ballycotton '2  corner  of  Messrs.  Carter's 
show,  as  here  they  will  see  the  actual  rods  and 
tackle  on  which  Mr.  Howse,  Mr.  F.  Clay,  of 
Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  and  other  anglers  have 
taken  the  great  skates,  halibuts,  and  congers 
which  we  have  all  heard  about. 

Messes.  Gamage's  Exhibit 
includes  many  very  attractive  things  for  the  sea 
angler.  For  the  Herculean  skates  of  Ballycotton 
they  have  the  "  Ballycotton  Herculean  "  rod,  built 
to  stand  the  really  enormous  strain  which  the 
angler  has  to  exert  for  hours  at  a  time  in  pulling  in 
these  monsters ;  this  rod  costs  only  27s.  6d.,  and  a 
lighter  edition  of  it  is  just  the  thing  for  pier  fish- 
ing where  medium  weights  have  to  be  used  ;  the 
butt  is  of  Tonquin  cane  ;  there  are  two  greenheart 
tops,  and  all  the  very  latest  fittings.  It  speaks 
well  for  greenheart  that  it  should  kill  such  huge 
fish  without  turning  a  hair. 

The  Gamage  "Serviceable"  sea  rod  is  made 
with  East  India  cane  butt  and  two  greenheart 
tops,  one  fitted  with  pulley  wheel.  This  wonder- 
fully cheap  rod  (it  is  only  12s.  6d.)  last  season 
killed  the  951b.  halibut  at  Ballycotton.  Some  of 
their  special  pattern  sea  rods  are  fitted  with  the 
new  adamant  bridge  rings,  a  new  departure  in  the 
manufacture  of  rod  rings,  the  inventors  claiming 
that  it  is  far  superior  to  agate  or  porcelain. 

The  Gamage  "  Challenge "  sea-trout  rod,  best 
English  split-cane  built,  three  joints,  two  tops, 
hollow  landing-net  handle,  lock-fast  joints,  cork 
grip;  any  length  from  9ft.  to  12ft.,  32s.  6d. 
Single-handed  split-cane,  two  tops,  63s.,  ladies' 
sea  rod. 

The  Gamage  "  Alpha "  cable-laid  sea  line  is 
one  of  the  finest  sea  lines  yet  produced,  and  was 
very  successful  last  season  in  landing  the  record 
skate  at  Ballycotton  caught  by  Mr.  Hearn.  It 
is  made  in  three  sizes,  from  2s.  9d.  to  3s.  6d. 
per  100  yards. 

The  Gamage  "  Feather  Touch  paternoster, 
three  booms. — This  is  the  invention  of  a  well- 
known  and  practised  sea  angler,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  effective  and  sensitive  paternosters  yet 
produced. 

Messrs  Gamage  show  also  a  new  patent  reel 
made  by  Mr.  Heaton,  of  Birmingham,  the  check 
acting  on  the  rim  of  the  reel.  They  have  a  6ft.  to 
7ft.  spHt-cane  American  style  casting  rod  of 
English  make,  also  the  "  Sleek  "  mackerel  and  bait- 
casting  rod.  Their  "  Brighton  "•  sea  rod,  in  split- 
cane,  with  two  tops,  etc.,  is  a  very  handsome  rod 
at  57s.  6d. 

The  Gamage  Creel  Pad,  at  Is.  6d.  and  2s.,  is  a 
capital  idea.  It  is  a  stiff,  flat  pad  to  fix  in  the 
back  of  one's  creel  to  carry  scissors,  disgorgers, 
floats,  pliers,  etc.  An  interesting  feature  in  their 
show  is  a  tarpon  of  over  6ft.  in  length  and  a  rather 
smaller  one,  taken  by  one  of  their  customers, 
Mr.  David  E.  Lowiy,  of  Belfast,  at  Tampico  (Gulf 
of  Mexico). 

Messrs.  Haedy  Beothees. 

The  exhibit  of  sea  rods  embraces  the  "  Coquet," 
the  "  Eddystone,"  and  the  "Beresford,"  which  are 
all  cane  built  and  fitted  with  agate  revolving  rings 
or  agate  pulley,  cork  covered  handles,  and  generally 
of  high-class  workmanship.  They  range  in  price 
from  the  "  Beresford,"  which  is  in  one  piece,  at 
£2  5s.  to  the  "  Eddystone "  at  £3  3s.  The 
"  Fame  "  is  a  very  perfectly  fitted  greenheart  rod 
in  three  joints,  with  oscillating  pulleys,  cork  covered 
handle.  It  is  an  excellent  and  favourite  rod  at  30s. 
Mr.  Aflalo  speaks  very  highly  of  it,  and  so  does 
"John  Bickerdyke."  Other  rods,  such  as  the  "  St. 
Leonard  "  at  15s.  and  the  "  Whitby  "  at  7s.  6d.  (a 
remarkably  cheap  and  most  serviceable  rod),  are  all 
well  worth  inspection. 

The  reels  suitable  for  these  rods  are  the  well- 
known  patterns  of  Messrs.  Hardy,  and  largely 
composed  of  "Ebona"  metal.  A  very  pleasant 
feature  in  this  "Ebona"  is  that  salt  water  has 
absolutely  no  efiect  upon  it.  It  may  be  immersed 
in  salt  water,  and  when  again  required  will  be  per- 
fectly fit  for  use.  The  "Fame"  reel,  5^in.,  at 
£2  lOs.,  is,  like  most  of  the  others,  fitted  with 
Messrs.  Hardy's  patent  "Silex  "  action,  which,  on 


pressing  a  lever,  releases  the  spool  and  permits  the 
lead  to  descend  to  the  bottom.  The  instant  the 
finger  is  taken  off  the  lever,  the  reel  resumes  con- 
trol. Another  notable  but  a  plainer  variety  of  this 
reel  is  the  "  Longstone." 

Lines  are  shown  suitable  for  these  reels,  such  as 
the  "  Oceana,"  etc.,  and  booms  and  tackles  to 
complete  the  outfit. 

Hardy's  "Sensitive"  boom  has  been  on  the 
market  for  a  great  many  years,  and  has  an 
arrangement  designed  to  show  tlie  baits.  The 
boom  resting  on  the  bottom,  buoyed  up  with  a 
cork  at  the  top,  lifts  the  baits  clear  of  the  weeds 
or  sand,  and  streaming  out  in  the  tide  shows  them 
perfectly. 

A  very  good  tackle  is  the  "St.  Leonards," 
which  is  fitted  with  a  special  anchor  lead  for 
throwing  out  from  the  beach  or  pier.  It  carries 
two  hooks  bstween  the  lead  and  the  rod's  point 
and  two  hooks  on  the  other  side,  the  lead  being 
formed  with  a  cross  head  which  prevents  it  travel- 
ling on  the  bottom. 

Another  boom  lately  patented  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
is  composed  of  a  line  made  of  "Punjab"  twisted 
wii'e,  and  on  the  line  are  two  swivels.  Placed 
between  these  swivels  is  a  boom  which  forms  a 
lever,  as  already  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
It  is  balanced  at  a  shorter  arm  with  a  lead  weight, 
while  its  longer  arm  carries  the  tackle. 

These  tackles  have  been  extensively  used  this 
season,  and  have  proved  to  be  exceedingly 
smart  in  the  capture  of  fish. 

Another  very  clever  invention  is  Hardy's  patent 
"  Sensitive  Spreader. ' '  This  resembles  the  old  form 
much  used  by  hand-liners,  and  is  intended  to  be 
used  either  on  hand-lines  or  on  rods,  but  the  beauty 
of  the  arrangement  is  that  while  it  is  very  sensitive 
it  can  be  almost  instantly  folded  up  into  a  very 
compact  space  indeed. 

Other  things,  such  as  revolvmg  booms,  etc.,  are 
shown.  In  connection  with  these  we  have  also  a 
series  of  leads,  such  as  the  "  Conical,"  the  "  Aflalo," 
the  "Handy-clip,"  and  the  "St.  Leonard,"  all 
specialities  of  Messrs.  Hardy's. 

A  very  capital  thing  here  shown  is  the  boat 
angler's  box.  It  is  splendidly  made,  well  arranged 
and  strong.  This  box  contains  all  the  sea  tackle  a 
man  may  require,  and  as  it  is  provided  with  a  lock 
and  key  it  is  a  very  necessary  article.  Another 
capital  thing  is  an  india-rubber  boat  seat  of  tubes, 
which  will  be  appreciated  by  many  anglers  as 
forming  a  light,  durable,  and  dry  seat. 

In  sea-trout  rods  and  tackle  (which  are  for  the 
first  time  included  in  this  exhibition)  we  have  a 
great  many  examples  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  cane-built 
and  cane-built  steel  centre  and  greenheart  rods  in 
all  lengths,  from  15ft.  down  to  8ft. ;  but  I  do  not 
see  how  salmon  and  trout  rods  generally  are  to  be 
excluded  if  sea-trout  rods  and  tackle  are  to  be  a 
feature  of  these  exhibitions,  and,  personally,  I 
think  it  would  be  a  pity  to  make  them  general 
affairs. 

In  reels  for  fly  fishing  we  have  the  deservedly 
popular  "Perfect,"  with  its  regulating  tension  and 
ball-bearings.  There  are  also  many  variations  of 
it,  such  as  the  "Bougie"  reel  and  the  "Special 
Perfect."  A  large  range  of  castings  of  different 
sorts  are  shown  with  reels  in  different  stages  of 
manufacture,  so  that  those  who  wish  to  under- 
stand how  a  reel  is  built  are  enabled  to  do  so  with 
the  assistance  of  the  manufacturer,  who  will  be 
glad  to  give  them  the  information. 

The  actual  rod  with  which  Mr.  Scott  won  the 
casting  competition  is  shown ;  also  the  rod  and 
"Silex"  reel  with  which  Mr.  Emery  made  his 
great  cast  of  87yds.  2ft.— the  record  distance  in 
casting  from  the  reel.  The  large  illustrated  cata- 
logue of  the  firm,  which  contains  five  coloured 
plates  of  files,  with  hundreds  of  other  illustrations 
of  tackle,  may  be  obtained  gratis  by  visitors. 

Messes.  Holbeow  and  Co., 
40,  Duke-street,  St.  James's,  have  a  very  com- 
plete exhibit,  one  of  its  features  being  the  actual 
lancewood  rod  of  their  make  on  which  an 
Australian  jewfish,  weighing  4801b.,  was  captured — 
I  believe  by  a  lady.  Another  enormous  fish,  a 
rock  cod  of  325lb.,  was  taken  oi  one  of  their 
excellent  half-guinea  "  Deal  "  rods,  by  a  customer 
fishing  in  Delagoa  Bay.  Messrs.  Holbrow  and  Co. 
claim  that  their  "  B.S.A."  sea  rods  are  made  of  the 
finest  greenheart  and  lancewood  procurable,  and 
have  all  the  latest  improvements.  Their  tarpon 
and  tuna  rods  are  made  in  one,  two,  or  i  three 
pieces  of  split-cane  (with  or  without  steel  centre). 


greenheart  and  lancewood,  and  are  fitted  with 
agate  butt  and  end  rings,  with  cork,  cane,  and 
twine-covered  handles,  and  improved  windi  fittings. 
A  special  feature  of  tarpon  or  tuna  gear  is  their 
new  free-handle  reel  giving  a  stationary  handle 
when  fish  is  racing,  and  thus  saving  many  hard 
knocks  on  the  hand  and  knuckles  ;  it  also  enables 
one  to  give  all  attention  to  brake  and  fish,  instead 
of  as  at  present  dividing  attention  between  fish 
and  the  revolving  handle.  Mr.  Holbrow  informed 
me  that  when  a  slight  improvement  has  been  made 
he  believes  the  reel  will  answer  admirably — it  is 
certainly  a  bold  thing  to  attempt  to  make  a 
tarpon  reel  on  these  lines.  Their  sea  lines  are 
made  of  the  finest  flax,  and  being  cable  laid  can 
be  recommended  to  those  who  want  great  strength. 
The  Holbrow  new  "B.S.A."  sea  reel,  with  large 
drum  and  handle,  line  guard  and  latest  reel  washers 
and  thumbscrew,  makes  an  excellent  reel  for  sea 
fishing.  They  have  given  a  great  amount  of  time 
and  experience  in  building  a  suitable  combination 
rod  for  bass,  pollack,  and  light  bottom  fishing,  and 
are  now  showing  a  rod  called  the  "  Seaf ord  Com- 
bination Rod  "  which  they  claim  is  really  perfect, 
and  is  now  being  used  by  many  noted  south  coast 
fishermen.  Their  sea-trout  rods,  made  in  split- 
cane,  greenheart,  and  whole  cane,  are  perfect  rods 
for  balance  and  power,  and  being  actual  manufac- 
turers they  are  able  to  build  rods  exactly  to  pat- 
tern required ;  any  rod  being  made  can  be  tried 
in  the  rough  before  being  fijiished,  if  required. 
They  show  a  great  variety  of  sea-trout  reels,  made 
with  adjustable  checks  and  repeating  rollers,  so 
that  the  line  can  be  got  in  quickly  Also  a  large 
stock  of  lines,  sea-trout  flies,  casts,  spinners,  etc., 
and  many  novelties. 

Messes.  Wyees  Freees,  Continental  Works, 
Redditch. 

Messrs.  Wyers  have  a  very  good  and  varied 
show.  I  like  the  look  and  feel  of  their  black 
bamboo  light  sea  rods,  running  from  7s.  6d. 
upwards,  and  ranging  from  13ft.  to  20ft.  They 
are  much  used  by  French  sea  anglers,  who  fish 
from  rocks  and  in  harbours,  where  a  long,  strong, 
hght  rod  is  wanted.  Their  "Marvel"  greenheart 
sea  rod,  fitted  with  all  the  latest  improvements, 
including  agate  rings,  is  good  value  at  .50s.  They 
have  also  short  boat  rods,  telescopic  rods,  one- 
piece  tarpon  and  cod  rods,  and  sea-trout  rods  in 
greenheart  and  split-cane  in  great  variety. 
They  continue  to  have  a  good  demand  for 
their  useful  little  reel  of  waxed  silk  for  repairs. 
In  sea  lines  their  "Namsen"  waterproof  silk  is 
hard  to  beat,  as  is  also  their  silk  "  Chavagnac  " 
silk  line.  They  claim  this  is  of  immense  strength 
— in  fact,  I  am  afraid  to  repeat  the  story  Mr.  Smith 
told  me  of  what  an  angler  had  to  do  -nho  got  hung 
up  on  a  rock  with  one  of  these  lines.  I  must  say 
I  like  a  plaited  silk  line  for  any  kind  of  fishing. 
One  of  the  cheapest  lines  I  ever  saw  is  their 
100  yards  of  twisted  flax,  from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  6d., 
and  their  Russian  flax  plaited  and  oiled  line  is  also 
excellent,  100  yards  from  3s.  6d.  fine  to  9s.  6d.  the 
biggest  conger  size.  Flies  for  sea-fish  and  sea- 
trout,  baits  of  all  kinds,  and  conger  hooks  with  from 
two  to  four  swivels  on  chains. 

A  neat  little  cord  or  chain  sea-fish  carrier  struck 
me  as  being  a  good  idea,  and  apparently  French. 
They  have  reels  of  all  kinds  from  a  few  shillings 
up  to  £5,  for  their  English-made  "Tarpon  "'  reel— 
a  metal  multiplier  with  the  ugly  crank  handle, 
which  was  first  called  the  "  Kentucky "  reel  in 
America,  I  believe.  Our  anglers  laugh  at  them, 
but  I  believe  they  generally  have  to  use  them  when 
they  are  tarpon  fishing  and  not  tarpon  talking. 


When  I  was  on  the  pier  at  Deal  recently  I  was 
amused  at  hearing  a  fair  angler  give  a  gentleman 
friend  very  precise  instructions  as  to  obtaining 
from  Mr.  Frost  some  sea  tackle  and  a  "  Clement's 
Boom"— it  must  be  a  "Clement."  Then  soon  after 
I  found  an  angler  who  had  taken  one  or  two  nice 
codling  was  using  this  boom.  Its  advantage  is 
that  bites  on  the  line  below  the  lead  can  be  felt 
through  it,  as  in  the  old  Thames  barbel  ledger. 
There  are  also  booms  above  the  lead  for  whiting. 
By  the  way,  where  are  the  Deal  whiting  ?  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf  had  some  one  day  boat  fishing,  also 
some  good  codling  and  cod  and  a  conger,  but  I 
could  hear  of  very  few  whiting  being  taken.  Cod- 
ling are  coming  in  extra  early,  and  some  good  soles 
and  plaice  have  been  taken.  Improved  methods 
have  made  Deal  fishing  much  more  interesting 
than  it  used  to  be.  {  R.  B.  Marston, 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  AS  A  SUMMER 
AND  AUTUMN  RESORT  FOR 
AMERICAN  SPORTSMEN. 


(Continued  from  page  218.) 

The  accompanying  map  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
Kamloops  District  shows  the  location  of  Fish  Lake 
and  several  neighbouring  lakes.  The  map  is  far  from 
correct,  for  the  country  has  never  been  thoroughly 
surveyed,  hence  the  size  and  locations  of  the  lakes 
are  merely  approximate.  Within  reach  of  Lusk 
and  Cowan's  resort  are  the  following  lakes  that 
contain  trout :  Walloper  (two  miles  distant),  three 
unnamed  lakes  connected  to  this,  Ridge  Lake 
(three  miles  distant),  with  a  similar  lake  close  to  it. 
Big  Fish  Lake  (some  sixteen  miles  away).  Face  Lake 
adjoining  the  latter,  and  two  small  lakes  near  by. 

Fisli  (or  Trout)  Lake  and  Walloper  Lake  are  the 
only  ones  that  have  ever  been  fished  to  any  extent, 
and,  in  fact,  some  of  those  mentioned  (including 
Big  Fish  and  Face  Lakes)  have  never  had  a  boat 
upon  them. 

The  surrounding  country  is  wild  to  the  extreme, 
and  one  may  journey  for  many  miles  without  seeing 
a  sign  of  a  habitation.  The  elevation  of  some  of  the 
lakes  are  as  follows  :  Fish  (or  Trout)  Lake,  4100ft. 
above  sea  level  ;  Ridge  Lake,  4630ft.  above  sea 


white  men  have  ever  been  to  any  of  these  waters, 
except  Fish  and  Walloper  lakes. 

The  fishing  at  the  Lusk  and  Cowan  resort  begins 
about  the  middle  of  May  and  ends  in  October. 
Just  as  soon  as  the  ice  breaks  up,  the  trout  will 
rise  eagerly  to  the  fly  ;  and  there  is  excellent  fly- 
fishing sometimes  to  be  had,  even  during  snow- 
storms just  before  the  water  freezes. 

July  is  generally  the  poorest  of  all  months  for 
fishing,  except,  of  course,  the  winter  months,  for 
the  fish  cannot  be  taken  through  the  ice  as  they  can 
in  some  lakes.  June  and  August  are  the  two  best 
months  for  fishing,  but  September  is  also  good,  and 
is  probably  the  best  month  for  all-round  sportsmen, 
as  the  shooting  season  opens  on  the  first  day  of  that 
month.  The  weather  in  May  is  cold  and  rainy. 
In  June  it  is  uncertain,  but  mostly  fair — cool  and 
liable  to  be  showery,  but.  sometimes  quite  dry.  July 
is  very  likely  to  be  hot  and  too  calm  for  good  sport. 
August  is  nearly  always  fine,  and  the  fishing  during 
it  is  great.  September  is  more  or  less  showery  and 
cool.  The  fishing  in  October  is  likely  to  be  very 
good,  but  the  weather  is  uncomfortable,  especially 
just  before  the  lakes  freeze  over. 

The  preceding  information,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, is  mostly  second-hand  ;  but  I  believe  it  is 
entirely  reliable.  The  following,  however,  is  abso- 
lutely correct. 

Mr.  A.  and  I  arrived  at  the  resort  about  noon 
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level  ;  Big  Fish  Lake,  4820ft.  above  sea  level ;  Face 
Lake,  4840ft.  above  sea  level.  The  elevation  of 
Walloper  Lake  I  would  estimate  to  be  some  200ft. 
higher  than  that  of  Fish  Lake,  or  4300ft. 

Ridge  Lake  and  the  adjoining  Uttle  lake  have 
never  been  fished  except  by  Indians,  who  generally 
take  their  fish  by  damming  the  streams  tempo- 
rarily during  the  spring  run  and  scooping  them  out 
of  the  pools.  It  is  said  that  the  trout  of  Ridge 
Lake  reach  S^lb.,  and  specimens  have  been  taken 
from  Walloper  Lake  nearly  half  a  pound  heavier. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowan  are  the  only  ones  that  I 
know  of,  except  Indians,  who  have  wetted  a  line  in 
Big  Fish  Lake.  They  tried  it  once  by  casting  flies 
from  the  shore  among  the  rushes.  In  two  hours 
they  took  in  over  fifty  trout,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  they  spent  a  good  part  of  the  time  in 
chmbing  trees  to  disengage  their  hooks  from  the 
branches.  The  largest  fish  they  caught  did  not 
exceed  l^lb.  in  weight ;  but  it  is  well  kno-WTi  that 
the  big  trout  lie  on  the  edge  of  the  deep  water  and 
the  Uttle  ones  closer  to  the  shore  ;  hence  it  i" 
almost  certain  that  Big  Fish  Lake  is  properly 
named,  and  that  its  adjective  applies  to  the  first 
and  not  to  the  second  substantive. 

How  near  Face  Lake  is  to  Big  Fish  Lake  I  could 
not  ascertain,  but  I  think  the  distance  between 
them  is  short,  and  the  variation  in  their  elevations 
only  20ft.    It  must  be  remembered  that  very  few 


of  June  25  and  fished  from  2.30  till  6,  and  from 
7.15  till  8.45,  each  of  us  catching  twenty,  the  biggest 
weighing  a  trifle  over  21b.,  and  the  average  weight 
being  ijlb. 

June  26. — It  began  to  rain  just  as  we  stepped 
into  the  boats  about  8.30  a.m.  Mr.  A.  caught 
twenty-five  and  I  twenty-two  in  the  forenoon.  In 
the  afternoon  we  took  twenty-one  each,  and  as 
drinks  for  the  crowd  were  bet  upon  the  afternoon's 
catch,  Mr.  A.  and  I  had  to  match  dollars,  I  winning. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.,  of  Hong-Kong,  arrived  during  the 
day. 

June  27. — Rained  hard  all  the  morning,  hence  none 
of  us  went  on  the  lake.  Mr.  A.  left  for  Kamloops 
at  1.30,  taking  with  him  two  boxes  of  fish  on  ice 
for  our  friends  in  Vancouver.  Dave  sent  three  boxes 
of  them  for  sale  in  Kamloops,  all  having  been  caught 
by  Mr.  A.  and  myself.  In  the  afternoon  Dave  took 
me  out,  and  Bob  (Mr.  Cowan)  rowed  Mr.  T.  In  order 
to  add  a  little  excitement  to  the  sport,  Mr.  T.  and 
I  fished  to  see  who  would  have  to  "  set  them  up 
for  the  crowd,"  but  I  gave  him  a  handicap  of  three 
to  two  on  account  of  my  being  the  more  experienced 
trout  fisherman. 

(Your  readers  must  not  think  from  these  state- 
ments about  drinks  that  either  the  writer  or  his 
friends  were  of  the  "  tough  "  order,  because 
most  of  the  drinks  that  Dave  carried  in  stock 
were  of  the  "  soft "  type,  although  there  were 


several  bottles  of  the  ardent  for  those  who  might 
prefer  it.) 

The  result  of  the  catch  was  seventeen  for  Mr.  T. 
and  thirty-seven  for  myself,  showing  that  the  handi- 
cap was  insufficient.  The  fish  averaged  between 
l^\h.  and  l^lb.  in  weight.  It  rained  off  and  on  all 
the  afternoon,  and  the  weather  was  cold  ;  but  the 
conditions  were  all  right  for  fishing. 

June  28. — Cloudy  and  cold  with  occasional  sun- 
shine. Walked  over  to  Walloper  Lake  with  Bob, 
leaving  at  nine  o'clock,  and  making  the  two  miles 
in  forty-two  minutes.  The  trail  was  excellent. 
Fished  from  ten  till  six,  and  caught  104  trout, 
returning  thirty-seven  to  the  water,  as  they  were 
out  of  condition,  and  their  having  spawned  quite 
recently. 

There  is  something  odd  about  the  spawning  time 
of  trout  ;  for  in  adjoining  waters  the  seasons  are 
often  quite  different,  and  even  in  the  same  lake 
some  trout  spawn  early  and  others  late  in  the  season. 

The  sixty-seven  fish  that  we  saved  were  packed 
over  the  trail  by  Bob  in  a  gunny  sack  They 
weighed  fully  90ib.,  and  were  sold  at  Kamloops 
next  day  for  the  benefit  of  the  resort  at  75  cents, 
per  dozen. 

Walloper  Lake  is  about  a  mile  long  and  hardly 
half  a  mile  wide,  and  its  water  is  quite  dark.  In 
consequence  the  fish  are  much  darker  than  those  of 
Fish  Lake,  and  it  is  said  that  their  flavour  is  not 
quite  so  good  as  that  of  fish  inhabiting  clearer 
waters.  On  this  account  at  the  resort  they  serve 
only  the  fish  taken  in  Fish  Lake,  and  sell  those 
caught  in  Lake  Walloper.  The  largest  fish  of  the 
catch  weighed  only  21b.  2oz.,  but  we  returned  to  the 
water  many  weighing  from  l^lb.  to  21b.,  which 
under  favourable  conditions  would  probably  have 
been  30  per  cent,  or  more  heavier.  The  fish  did  not 
strike  as  hard  as  did  those  of  the  larger  lake.  Oc- 
casionally I  would  get  as  many  as  three  distinct 
strikes  on  one  cast,  and  often  without  hooking  a 
fish  ;  and  my  percentage  of  loss  ran  unusually 
high.  I  landed  four  doubles  (for  I  fished  with  two 
flies),  and  had  on  as  many  more  that  I  failed  to  land. 
There  is  only  one  boat  on  the  lake,  but  that  is 
enough,  for  more  would  soon  fish  the  place  out. 
The  fishing  there  in  August  and  September  is  said 
to  be  exceedingly  fine,  although  this  catch  of  mine 
was  a  record-breaker  for  the  lake.  I  must  have 
lost  or  used  up  in  this  one  day  twelve  or  fifteen  flies. 

June  29. — Cold  and  windy,  but  no  rain  ;  caught 
nineteen  in  forenoon.  In  the  afternoon  I  gave  Mr. 
T.  a  handicap  of  two  to  one.  He  landed  nine  and 
I  twenty- two.  I  trolled  my  flies  with  split  shot 
sinkers  attached  to  the  middle  loop,  for  it  was  too 
rough  for  casting,  and  the  trout  lay  deep.  Average 
weight  of  catch  was  1  lb.  4oz. 

June  30. — Fished  in  both  forenoon  and  afternoon, 
catching  thirty-five,  mostly  large  ones,  the  heaviest 
weighing  21b.  In  the  forenoon  I  gave  Mr.  T.  a 
two-to-one  handicap,  but  he  took  the  conceit  out 
of  me  by  beating  me  on  an  even  basis.  He  went 
to  the  upper  end  of  the  lake,  while  I  did  most  of  my 
fishing  nearer  to  the  resort. 

July  1. — This  being  Sunday  there  was  quite  a 
crowd  from  Kamloops.  They  fished  in  Fish  Lake, 
while  I  went  to  Walloper  Lake.  I  caught  sixty- 
nine,  putting  back  twenty-four,  while  the  entire 
crowd  on  the  other  lake  caught  less  than  two  dozen. 
There  was  too  Uttle  breeze  and  the  sun  shone 
brightly.    One  fish  weighed  almost  2^\h. 

July  2.— Caught  thirty-five,  some  by  casting, 
but  mostly  by  trolling  sunk  flies. 

July  3. — Very  calm  and  hot.  Went  to  Walloper 
Lake  and  fished  five  hours,  taking  only  twenty-four. 
In  the  evening  I  rowed  for  another  sportsman  on 
Fish  Lake,  who  caught  three  by  trolUng  and  failed 
to  land  several  more  that  he  hooked.  The  others 
this  day  caught  practically  none. 

July  4. — Very  calm  and  hot.  Two  boats  with 
five  fishermen  were  out  all  forenoon,  catching 
three  fish  between  them.  Dave  and  I  started  about 
eleven  o'clock  and  quit  fishing  at  4.30,  bringing  in 
thirty-five  fine  trout,  most  of  them  being  caught 
on  a  very  small  spoon  above  a  red  hackle.  Fished 
from  7  p.m.,  catching  nine  more,  making  the  total 
for  the  day  forty-four,  the  average  weight  being 
between  IJlb.  and  l^lb.        _  ] 

July  5.— Started  at  8.35  and  quit  at  11.30, 
bringing  in  sixteen.  In  the  afternoon  went  out  for 
an  hour  and  a  half  and  caught  but  two  ;  then 
returned  to  the  house  and  packed  my  baggage, 
so'as  to  start  for  Kamloops  at  six  o'clock,  in  order 
to  take  the  midnight  train  for  Vancouve*. 

My  total  catch  amounted  to  468  trout,  and  I 
fished  about  nine  days  out  of  ten  that  I  spent  at  the 
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lake.  I  never  saw  more  gamy  trout  anywhere. 
They  usually  jumped  clear  of  the  water  eight  to  ten 
times,  and  once  I  counted  thirteen  jumps  by  one 
fish— an  unlucky  number,  as  far  as  the  trout  was 
concerned,  for  I  landed  it. 

The  best  flies  I  found  to  be  the  Montreal,  March 
Brown,  and  Cow-dung,  with  the  Parmachenee  Belle 
for  dark  days  and  evenings.  The  trout  seemed  to 
prefer  dark  flies,  and  I  had  no  luck  with  the  fancy 
ones,  such  as  Silver  Doctor,  Butcher,  and  Jock 
'  Scott.  It  is  best  for  sportsmen  to  purchase  their 
flies  at  Vancouver,  as  those  sold  at  Kamloops  are 
mounted  on  inferior  hooks.  I  lost  many  fine  fish 
by  the  breaking  off  of  the  barbs.  • 

There  are  grouse  of  several  varieties  in  good 
numbers  at  Fish  Lake  and  vicinity,  and  one  occa- 
sionally sees  deer  and  bear.  I  saw  three  deer 
feeding  along  the  shore  of  the  lake  one  afternoon. 

I  have  made  this  paper  quite  lengthy  and  detailed 
for  the  purpose  of  convincing  American  sportsmen 
that  British  Columbia  is  an  ideal  country  for  their 
outings  in  the  summer  and  early  autumn.  It 
affords  also  good  shooting  on  big  game,  but  I  have 
said  nothing  about  this  kind  of  sport  there,  as  I 
have  not  yet  found  an  opportunity  to  try  it. 

No  doubt  some  of  your  readers  after  perusing 
this  paper  will  want  to  designate  me  a  "  fish  hog," 
but  I  would  ask  such  persons  to  bear  in  mind  the 
facts  that  none  of  the  fish  were  wasted,  and  that  I 
had  no  trout  fishing  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Lusk  says  he  has  no  fear  that  his  lake  will 
become  fished  out,  but  I  don't  agree  with  him,  unless 
a  limit  be  placed  on  the  number  of  fish  caught  per 
day  or  the  sale  of  them  be  stopped.  He  says  that 
the  trout  in  Fish  Lake  never  prey  upon  each  other 
or  eat  spawn,  as  he  has  proved  by  opening  them 
often,  the  reason  being  that  the  water  abounds  with 
small  white  shrimp. 

If  the  fishing  in  his  lake  begins  to  fail,  he  can  send 
some  of  his  guests  to  adjoining  lakes,  for  it  is  his 
intention  to  place  boats  on  some  of  them  in  the  near 
future. 

The  next  time  I  go  to  British  Columbia  I  shall 
take  with  me  my  canvas  folding  boat  that  I  have 
owned  for  more  than  a  year,  but  have  not  yet  put 
in  the  water. — J.  A.  L.  Waddell,  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


ON  A  MOOELAND  TEOUT  STKEAM. 

Theee  is  nothing  so  delightful  as  a  day  spent  on 
a  rocky  moorland  stream.  It  is  June — glorious 
June.  The  beauty  of  blossoms  still  lingers,  and  the 
bright  green  of  the  pastures  and  the  young  life  of  the 
fohage  seem  to  absolutely  revel  in  the  warmth  of 
the  genial  sunshine. 

The  dry-fly  purist,  kneeling  to  the  gods  of  his  art 
on  a  placid  stream  such  as  the  Itchen,  would  perhaps 
scorn  to  tramp  the  rugged  hills  in  pursuit  of  6oz. 
or  8oz.  fish.  But  to  the  wet-fly  angler,  who  is  con- 
tent to  test  the  spirit  and  gameness  of  these  moun- 
tain trout,  to  wade  the  rocky  current,  and  to  inhale 
the  bracing  air,  it  is  a  perfect  Arcadia. 

Up,  up  the  narrow  moorland  path  you  climb,  up 
between  the  lichen-covered  boulders,  among  which 
the  pretty  ferns  are  vmcrumpling  their  fresh  young 
fronds.  The  beeches  and  sycamores  are  displaying 
their  new  leaves,  and  the,  rising  sun  flashes  on  the 
tender  foliage  of  the  mountain  ash.  Far  below, 
you  can  trace  the  stream  winding  its  way  through 
the  deep,  rich  meadows.  A  thin  white  mist  clings 
lightly  to  those  low-lying  meadows  and  rolls  in 
filmy  waves  over  the  river's  course,  but  in  an 
hour's  time,  when  the  sun  is  well  up  over  the  reed- 
tops,  it  will  have  completely  vanished,  and  given 
place  to  shimmering  heat.  Up  and  still  up  you  go, 
until  at  last  the  stream  that  flows  so  gentle  and 
placid  in  its  lower  reaches  is  to  be  seen  sparkling 
on  its  moorland  course  in  a  succession  of  little 
cascades  and  rippling  pools. 

Although  the  day  is  little  advanced,  the  sun 
glitters  on  its  ever-narrowing  white  streak  as  it 
winds  away  up  among  the  yellow  patches  of 
flowering  gorse  and  purple  heather.  The  stream 
is  fed  by  many  little  rills  of  beautifully  clear  water 
that  trickle  through  the  heathery  moor,  and  you 
stop  to  fill  your  flask  at  one  of  thes6,  for  the  water 
is  as  pure  as  if  it  had  been  through  the  best  of 
filters. 

You  fix  up  your  favourite  9ft.  greenheart,  and 
to  the  end  of  your  gossamer  line  you  attach  a 
Greenwell's  Glory  and  a  Red  Spinner.  And  now 
to  work.  The  cast  gUnts  in  the  sunlight,  the  flies 
fall  like  thistledown  just  where  the  current  swirls 
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towards  the  bank,  forming  an  eddy  of  spinning 
foam. 

Immediately  there  is  a  pluck,  a  glimpse  of  a  pink 
and  yellow  belly,  and  after  a  brave  fight  a  pretty 
little  trout  is  lying  at  the  angler's  feet.  You  do 
not  stay  at  this  pool,  but  move  on  to  the  next, 
and  in  the  broken  water  at  the  edge  of  the  rocks  is 
a  gleam  of  golden  sides  for  a  moment  in  the  sunlight. 
Once  again  you  try,  and  again  the  trout  rises,  being 
duly  creeled  this  time. 

Here  is  a  fine  stretch  of  rapid  water,  where  the 
stream  gurgles  and  eddies  among  mossy  boulders. 
Stooping  well  between  the  rocks  that  are  heaped  in 
a  confused  mass  on  both  banks,  you  cast  your  fly 
where  the  water  creams  away  in  a  string  of  hurrying 
bubbles.  It  is  sucked  under  the  instant  it  alights 
on  the  foaming  waters,  and  your  trout  is  securely 
hooked.  Here  and  there  it  dashes,  now  in  the 
shallows  at  the  tail  of  the  pool,  and  then  it  splashes 
among  the  stones  at  the  very  water's  edge.  Your 
fish  dives  under  the  shelving  rocks  and  darts  out 
again  into  the  galloping  current,  and  is  now  tugging 
in  the  broken  water  in  midstream. 

In  fitful  flashes  its  silvery  sides  gleam,  as  it  turns 
in  the  water,  finally  making  a  rush  for  the  deeps. 
In  your  excitement  you  step  on  an  unseen  boulder 
and  come  a  cropper.  Your  line  falls  slack,  and 
you  fear  you  have  lost  your  fish.  But  no  !  there 
it  is,  a  splash  and  gleam  of  golden  flanks  and  the 
fight  is  resumed.  But  its  rushes  become  shorter, 
and  a  slowly  clicking  reel  tells  of  a  strength  that  is 
getting  rapidly  played  out.  Your  fish  drifts  towards 
you,  and  lies  in  the  shallows,  gasping  and  limp, 
until  you  place  your  fingers  under  its  pulsating 
gills,  and  toss  him  high  on  the  dry  rocks.  He  does 
not  exceed  lOoz.    But  how  he  fought ! 

And  so  the  glorious  morning  passes.  It  is  hot- 
very  hot.  As  the  day  advances  you  rest  under  the 
cool  shade  of  the  beech  trees,  your  fishing  rod 
neglected  and  creel  thrown  down.  With  the  noon 
has  come  the  midday  sloth.  Even  our  little  friend 
the  sedge-warbler  is  silent  as  he  swings  to  and  fro 
on  the  green  stems  of  the  rushes. 

Swish,  swish  ! — a  great  bird  passes  overhead, 
dazzling  white  against  the  blue  sky,  and  you  awake 
to  the  fact  that  you  have  been  dreaming  away 
the  glorious  day,  and  the  summer  afternoon  has  all 
but  gone.  Here  is  a  splendid  pool  beneath  the 
rocks,  overgrown  with  laurel  and  elder  bushes. 
There  is  a  cloud  of  little  Sedge  Fhes,  fluttering 
amongst  the  lichened  boulders,  and  as  they  dance 
they  fall,  and  are  eagerly  sucked  in  by  the  hungry 
trout.  In  this  pool  you  hook  a  trout,  a  veritable 
monster  for  the  size  of  the  stream.  It  is  a  heavy 
fish,  and  cunning.  You  have  to  watch  that  bunch 
of  weeds,  and  that  tangle  of  snags  and  driftage.  It 
iflops  about  the  surface,  and  dives  into  the  depths, 
and  wriggles  into  the  shallows,  or  makes  a  straight, 
headlong  rush  up  the  pool.  Every  device  it  tries 
to  shake  off  the  something  that  holds  so  relent- 
lessly, but  refuses  to  be  shaken  away. 

At  last  the  click  of  the  reel  tells  of  victory.  But 
now  happens  one  of  the  glorious  uncertainties  of 
angling.  In  a  forgotten  moment,  the  line  catches 
in  one  of  the  elder  bushes,  and  in  some  imaccount- 
able  manner  is  quickly  entangled  in  a  dozen 
branches.  There  is  your  trout,  lying  played  out 
on  a  patch  of  weeds — a  most  desirable  pounder. 
But  how  to  land  him  ? 

Luckily,  help  is  at  hand.  A  footstep  on  the 
rocky  groimd  and  you  espy  a  stalwart  keeper,  in 
rough  shooting  clothes,  his  bronze  cheeks  betokening 
the  embodiment  of  health  and  substantial  living. 
You  hail  him :  "  Just  come  and  land  this  trout 
for  me."  "  Right,  sir,"  he  answers. 
.    He  gets  into  the  water,  for  this  sturdy  keeper  is 


not  afraid  to  wet  his  feet.  Cautiously  lie  approaches 
the  fish,  which  suddenly  realises  that  its  life  is  in 
danger  and  wriggles  off  the  weeds.  But  too  late  ; 
the  keeper  slips  his  hands  under  its  belly.  "  Got 
him  !  "  he  cries  in  tones  of  triumph,  as  he  lifts  the 
wriggling,  shining  captive  out  of  the  water  and 
places  it  on  the  rocks,  shimmering  in  the  sunUght. 
"  Thanks,  very  much  indeed,"  and  you  breathe 
freely  again.  "  By  George !  he's  a  beauty," 
remarks  the  keeper,  and  you  silently  agree.  You 
arrive  at  one  of  the  many  plank  bridges  that  span 
the  stream.  Under  those  bridges  there  usually  lie 
a  number  of  trout,  and,  if  not  scared  away,  they 
can  easily  be  taken.  You  creep  up  stealthily,  and 
gauge  the  distance  with  your  eye,  to  where  the 
water  swirls  by  the  sunken  timber-baulk,  quietly 
flicking  your  fly  under  the  bridge.  In  loss  than 
two  minutes  you  grass  a  brace  of  pretty  trout.  The 
brace  does  not  exceed  7oz.,  but  how  they  fought  !  J 
And  so  the  sport  goes  on.  While  the  dry-fly  man, 
on  his  placid  water,  must  be  content  witli  but  few 
fish,  though  of  good  size,  the  wet-fly  man,  who 
fishes  the  small,  swiftly-running  brooks  that  tumble 
over  rocks  and  simken  tree  trunks,  counts  out 
probably  ten  brace  of  hard-fighting  little  follows, 
and  tramps  home  in  high  spirits  as  the  blue  night 
wins  its  way  from  star  to  star,  and  the  moon  adds 
yellow  tints  to  the  topmost  branches  of  the  beech 
trees.  A.  C.  Shaepe. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  TMirsday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,    „   Putney.  i/i,i)75   ,,    ,,  Kichmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith,  ■^"''jso  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    ,,  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridqe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Sept.  29   «...   11.35    — 

Sunday,  „     30   0.  8    0.35 

Monday,       Oct.    1    0.59    1.22 

Tuesday,        „      2    1.41    2.  0 

Wednesday,   ,,      3    2.18    2.35 

Thursday,      „      i    2.51    3.  7 

Friday,  „       5    3.24    3.41 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
improved  a  little,  though  there  is  not  much  stream. 
The  traffic  has  fallen  off  very  much  and  the  boating 
season  is  practically  at  an  end,  and  anglers  will  have 
a  chance  of  fishing.  The  north-easterly  winds  which 
•have  prevailed  nearly  the  whole  of  the  week  has 
kept  the  fish  from  feeding  well,  but  a  fine  specimen 
bream  has  been  caught  at  Hampton,  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  waterworks  wall.  I  do  not  know  the 
name  of  the  captor,  but  he  is  said  to  be  a  cousin  of 
a  Mr.  Swaby,  of  Hampton.  The  bream  scaled  61b. 
8oz.  This  is  the  finest  bream  caught  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Thames  for  some  years.  Some  little 
time  ago  a  similar  fish  of  61b.  2oz.  was  caught  %vhen 
float  ledgering  with  worm  bait  at  Wargrave.  Brea  n 
have  also  fed  well  in  the  Ivingston  reach,  Mr.  Wing- 
field  getting  seven  fish  between  2Jlb.  and  3JIb.  each 
— all  good  fish.  They  were  caught  on  ledger  tackle. 
"  Dragnet "  last  week  mentioned  the  good  take  of 
barbel  at  Marlow.  Mr.  Macintosh  cauglit  sixty 
barbel  on  the  Wednesday,  and  Mr.  Coachman  had 
sixty-five  on  the  following  day.  The  fish  averaged 
about  31b.  each.  Some  good  roach  fishing  has  also 
been  had  in  the  Marlow  water.  A  competition 
between  two  selected  teams  (twelve  anglers  each), 
representing  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  and 
the  Provincial  Angling  Association  of  Birmingham, 
is  to  take  place  on  the  Thames  at  Pangbourne  early 
in  October.  Lord  Desborough,  the  chairman  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  recently  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  Corporation  of  London  suggesting  that  that  body 
should  devote  a  portion  of  its  income  to  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Tliames,  the  Con- 
servators being  badly  in  need  of  adequate  funds  for 
the  up-keep  of  tlie  locks  and  weirs,  and  the  general 
maintenance  of  that  portion  of  the  river.  The 
Bridge  House  Estates  Committee,  to  whom  the 
letter  was  referred  for  consideration,  has  reported 
in  favour  of  the  adoption  of  the  general  principle  of 
a  grant  of  money  being  made  to  the  authority 
having  the  care  of  and  control  of  the  upper  river. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — With  the  water  as  clear  aa 
gin  and  very  little  stream,  little  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  sport.    Several  srqall  ohub  have  been 
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taken  by  casting  with  a  dead  frog,  also  a  few  good 
perch.  Gudgeon  still  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and 
several  nice  lots  of  roach  are  being  caught,  during 
the  last  hour  Mrs.  Goddard  taking  fifty-seven  good- 
sized  fish  while  out  with  G.  Smith  at  Shiplake 
Here,  too,  Mr.  T.  Batt  has  taken  some  percjEi  A 
good  ram  is  now  ery  badly  needed  to  put  the  river 
into  good  trim.  Until  tliis  happens  there  is  little 
prospect  of  an  all-round  improvement.— Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Staines).— Nothing  of  note  has  been 
caught  this  week.  The  river  is  still  very  bright,  and 
ram  is  much  needed.  The  Staines  and  Egham  A  S. 
heldapegged  down  competition'on  Sept.  23  Prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Biddle,  Ellis,  Harris,  Butter- 
field,  sen.,  and  Cureton.  The  takes  were  very  poor, 
and  it  is  strange  better  swims  were  not  pegged  out 
for  the  local  members.  Members  of  the  above  club 
and  Chertsey  meet  in  friendly  rivalry  on  Sept  30  at 
Chertsey.— W.  G.  Lanqdon. 

Thajnea  (Wraysbnry).— Sport  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  variable,  but  on  Sept.  25  and 
26  the  roach  were  feeding  much  better,  and  now 
that  tlie  boating  traffic  is  over  some  good  fish  should 
be  got  if  the  weather  keeps  settled.  Have  liad  very 
good  bags  some  days,  but  nothing  unusual  in  the 
way  of  size.  Water  is  in  good  condition,  but  rather 
bright. — P.  Brown. 

Blagdon  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  22 :— On  Sept.  17,  Mr.  E.  Martin,  two 
trout.  31b.  4oz.  and  21b.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  John  Warne, 
two,  21b.  4oz.  and  31b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Warne,  two, 
21b.  8oz.  and  31b.  8oz.  On  Sept.  18,  Mr.  H.  Scholey, 
two,  31b.  13oz.  and  21b.  12oz.  On  Sept.  19,  Mr 
Tucker,  two,  41b.  12oz.  and  31b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Levy 
Langfield,  two,  41b.  and  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr  C  G  Hill 
one,  31b.  202.  On  Sept.  20.  Dr.  Crowe,  five, 
41b.  lloz.,  lib.  lOoz.,  31b.  3oz.,  31b.  2oz.,  and  31b  ; 
Mr.  H.  R.  Price,  one,  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill, 
two,  41b.  12oz.  and  31b.  8oz.  :  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  two' 
41b.  4oz.  and  31b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Carter  Webber,  one 
31b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Dix,  two,  3lb.  13oz.  and 
2lb.  8oz.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  three, 
31b.  14oz.,  31b.  loz.,  and  21b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  R 
Price,  two,  41b.  and  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  B.  Dix,  two 
41b.  l2oz.  and  31b.  12oz.  ;  Captain  Crabbe,'  five' 
21b.  lloz.,  2!b.  14oz.,  41b.,  41b.  lOoz.,  and  31b.  2oz.  ; 
Dr.  Crowe,  six,  21b.  12oz.,  21b.  7oz.,  41b  3oz 
21b.  12oz.,  21b.  13oz.,  and  21b.  On  Sept.  22,  Mr  h' 
B.  Dix,  three,  41b.  lOoz.,  31b.  13oz.,  and  31b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Studwell,  one,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  d' 
Alexander,  one,  31b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  three, 
41b.  4oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  and  lib.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Carter 
Webber,  two,  1  lb.  5oz.  and  41b.— Donald  Carb. 

BottiBham  Looks  (Watorbeaoh).— During  the 
week,  with  east  wind  and  bright  sunny  days,  angling 
was  still  very  quiet,  the  rods  returning  with  the 
smallest  weight  of  fish  for  many  weeks  past.  The 
water  and  state  of  the  river  is  now  in  good  autimin 
condition.  Many  pikeists  are  now  anxious  to  get  to 
work,  the  sooner  the  better,  for  we  have  too  many  of 
them  taking  the  roach.— John  O.  George,  Beche- 
road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  fishing  season 
closes  this  week,  and  few  anglers  will,  perhaps,  regret 
it  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  that  exist.  There 
is  still  an  entire  absence  of  rain,  and  the  result  is 
that  the  river  is  exceptionally  low  and  the  water 
fine.  A  few  peal  have  been  taken  at  Buckfastleigh, 
and  Mr.  J.  Edmvmds  has  had  a  couple  of  brace 
on  the  Moor,  whilst  I  hear  that  Mr.  W.  M. 
Tollit  —  a  veteran  angler  —  has  been  down  to 
Slapton  Ley  where  he  has  had  a  successful  time 
with  pike,  one  of  the  fish  weighing  2031b.  An 
important  prosecution  was  instituted  by  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators  at  Torquay  this  week  when 
J.  H.  Corber,  farmer,  of  Ilsham,  was  summoned  for 
using  a  fixed  net  for  catching  salmon  inTorbay,  which 
is  controlled  by  the  Board.  Water  Bailiff  Weaver 
pointed  out  that  on  two  occasions  he  examined 
the  net  and  found  peal.  The  defence  stated  that  it 
was  ridiculous  to  say  that  the  net  was  placed  to 
catch  peal ;  and  the  bench,  by  a  majority,  decided 
to  dismiss  the  case.  The  decision  of  the  .justices  has 
a  very  important  bearing  on  this  question,  as  the 
summons  was  instituted  by  the  Board  as  a  test  case. 
Whether  or  not  this  sort  of  thing  has  any  effect  on 
the  rivers,  is  a  point  yet  to  be  decided,  but  it  is  a 
strange  coincidence  that  there  has  been  great 
scarcity  of  peal  in  the  Dart  this  season,  and  this  has 
been  echoed  more  than  once  in  this  column.  It 
would  not  be  at  all  surprising  if  the  conservators 
appealed  against  the  decision. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— A  good  many  rods  have 
been  out  on  the  Taw,  Torridge,  and  Lyn,  but  the 
rivers  have  been  somewhat  low,  and  the  sudden 
coldness  of  the  weather  has  been  rather  against 
sport.  There  is  a  growing  feeling  that  the  streams 
need  restocking  if  the  rivers  are  to  keep  their  place 
among  the  rivers  of  the  county,  but  no  doubt  the 
conservators  will  tackle  this  matter  ere  another 
season.  Recently  the  council  offered  sixpence  per 
head  for  pike  caught  in  the  Exeter  canal.    Mr.  A. 


Clark  has  been  the  first  to  put  in  a  claim  and  it  is 
hoped  that  niany  others  will  follow  suit.— Devonian. 

Ssk  (Whitby). — Angling  conditions  in  this  dis- 
trict continue  the  adverse  to  favourable,  and 
though  several  anglers  have  plied  the  rod  during 
the  week,  sport  has  been  unobtainable  on  certain 
portions  of  the  river,  owing  to  its  low  and  clear 
condition.  In  the  tideway,  however,  a  few  fairly 
good  fish  have  been  grassed  during  the  past  few 
days.  Heavy  floods  are  much  needed  to  improve 
the  prospects.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
catches  to  hand:— Mr.  J.  OfTord,  two  salmon, 
.51b.  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Booth,  two,  71b.  and  4ilb, ; 
Mr.  T.  Lady,  two.  5lb.  and  rAb. .  Mr.  H.  Marsay 
two,  41b.  and  3|lb. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Graham,  one,  81b! 
Sea  angling  continues  to  provide  fair  sport  from 
the  quays  and  piers,  where  nice  baskets  of  mixed 
fish  are  taken.     Sport  in   the  offing  has  been 

retarded  in  consequence  of  somewhat  heavy  seas.  

J.  Jackson. 

Eze  ana  Canal  (Exeter)i— The  river  is  still 
low,  but  if  a  good  rainfall  comes  there  should  be 
some  good  salmon  fishing  yet.  The  trout  fishing  is 
now  over,  and  has  not  been  a  good  season.  Rodmen 
still  find  it  difficult  to  fish  the  canal ;  there  are  very 
few  spots  where  they  can  throw  out  their  lines  at 
all,  and  were  it  not  for  the  frequent  passing  of 
vessels  the  water  would  not  have  been  cleared  at 
all.  Some  good  fishing  has  been  had  at  Exmouth 
Pier,  and  about  5cwt.  of  bass  was  taken  with  rag- 
worms  and  sand-eels ;  one  bass  of  U^lb.  was  caught 
by  fisherman  George  Holman,and  another  of  IQilb. 
by  Ned  Hanson.  The  other  fish  averaged  from  1  Jib. 
to  61b.  each.  Mullet  ha\-e  also  been  caught  off  "the 
pier,  and  one  angler  had  ten  in  an  hour,  weighing 
11  Jib.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Dart  Board  of  Con- 
servators on  Sept.  24,  the  Hon.  Richard  Dawson 
presiding,  the  establishment  of  fish  hatcheries  was 
discussed,  and  the  pollution  of  the  river  by  the  mine 
owners  was  mentioned,  and  some  water  from  various 
places  is  to  be  analysed  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 
pollution  exists,  and  upon  the  result  of  the  examina- 
tions much  interest  is  manifested.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  river  is  still  out  of 
condition  and  is  likely  to  continue  so  until  it  is 
flushed  by  land  water.  A  good  many  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  the  roach  have  taken  the  bait  very 
shyly.  The  best  roach  have  been  landed  at  Hertford. 
Some  pike  have  been  secured,  one  angler — Mr. 
Green— making  a  201b.  basket  on  Saturday  in  the 
Che.sluint  district.  The  loss  of  fish-life  from  the 
recent  pollution  has  been  enormous.  I  hear  that  a-i 
many  as  5000  dead  fish  were  collected  from  the 
river  by  a  conservancy  steam  launch  on  one  occa- 
sion.—Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (leomiuster).  Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  still  running  very  low 
and  clear,  and  are  getting  run  over  with  weeds  in 
places.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine, 
with  cold  nightj  and  simshiny  days.  The  grayling 
have  begun  to  rise  better  at  the  fly.  Angling  on 
the  whole  has  been  quiet;  a  few  rods  have  been 
out,  but  the  water  is  so  low  that  sport  has  been 
limited,  and  a  good  flush  of  water  would  greatly 
improve  the  coming  grayling  season.  The  trout  are 
not  moving,  and  the  end  of  this  month  will  see  the 
end  of  the  season,  which  has  been  a  very  dry  sea- 
son and  bad  for  angling  generally.  The  flies  to  use 
are  the  Willow  Green  Insect,  Red  Tag,  Silver 
Twisted  Blue,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Gold  Tipped  Blue. 
The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  so 
low  and  weedy  that  fly  fishing  is  practically  impos- 
sible. The  rain  which  was  expected  in  the  last  fort- 
night of  this  month  has  not  come,  and  trouting  may 
now  be  said  to  be  all  over  for  this  year.  Upon  the 
whole  it  was  a  good  season  up  to  Midsummer,  but 
since  then  it  has  been  very  poor  owing  to  the  pro- 
tracted drought. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — A  few  peal  have  been  caught  on  the 
Tavy ;  Mr.  Hartly  had  a  nice  one,  and  some  smaller 
ones  were  taken  by  residents.  The  season  is  getting 
well  over,  and  the  fish  are  getting  out  of  condition. 
Some  small  baskets  of  trout  from  the  Dart  have 
been  reported  to  me. — William  Heabdeb. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — 
Angling  seems  at  a  standstill  in  this  district,  and 
for  some  days  rain  has  threatened.  As  I  write  on 
the  evening  of  Sept.  26,  there  is  every  indication  of 
a  storm.  There  is  nothing  worth  recording  from  Chi- 
chester Canal,  excepting  any  number  of  smallfry.  The 
lower  lock  gate  is  under  repair,  but  the  water  will  not 
suffer,  nets  having  been  placed  to  keep  the  fish  back. 
From  the  Ouse,  Adur,  or  Cuckmerel  have  no  notes, 
so  infer  that  sport  has  not  improved  during  the 
week.  The  harbour  fish  seem  apathetic,  and 
scarcely  anything  has  been  taken  either  by  anglers 
or  netsmen. — G.  F.  Salteb. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  very  low  and  clear,  and  is  getting  overgrown 
with  weeds  in  places,  and  the  bed  of  th^  river  is  very 
foul,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  clear  it  out. 
Trout  ;fi8hing  is  at  an  end,  and  the  fish  have 


been  quiet  this  season  in  the  parts  where  it 
was  thought  good  sport  would  be  had.  This  week 
on  the  water  over  Ludford  Bridge  an  angler  with 
preserved  wasp  grub  has  landed  some  very  fine  trout, 
averaging  from  Jib.  to  1  Jib  each.  The  cold  nights  and 
foggy  mornings  have  been  good  for  grayling  fishing, 
and  the  grayling  have  been  more  inclined  to  move, 
and  have  been  rising  tetter.  A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Silver 
Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect.  Gold-Tipped  Blue, 
and  Whirling  Blue,  Grasshopper  fishing  has  been 
successful.  One  angler  on  Sept.  23,  in  the  upper 
waters,  landed  twenty-eight  nice  grayling  with  it. 
Prospects  for  sport  are  not  rosy,  and  will  be  slow 
until  tSiere  is  a  flush  of  water.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  "  Angling 
on  them  is  very  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — TheTynes  are  very  low  and  clear.  Mr. 
Hoi  mes  and  friend  fishing  some  private  water,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bellingham,  killed  eighteen 
trout  with  fly,  from  6  o'clock  to  8,  evening. 
Two  days'  good  sport  has  been  experienced  by  a 
gentleman  on  some  preserved  water  of  the  Tyne 
at  Stocksfield,  killing  eleven  salmon.  Mr.  Poster 
on  the  Federation  water  killed  a  nice  131b. 
salmon,  and  another  angler  one  of  191b.  The 
Coquet  is  very  low,  and  the  pools  are  full  of 
true  salmon.  'Sport  is  experienced  by  some  old 
anglers.  Mr.  Stephenson  killed  two  with  shrimp. 
Mr.  Allison,  who  has  been  staying  at  Felton  for  a 
week,  killed  ten  salmon  and  one  bull  trout.  Mr.  Mills 
fishing  up  stream  worm,  hooked  a  fine  7jlb.  salmon, 
and  after  a  good  fight  landed  it  on  3x  gut; 
several  other  anglers  had  similar  sport.  Some  good 
sport  is  going  on  the  coast.  Several  big  catcher  of 
mackerel  are  reported,  one  boat  having  seventy- 
eight.  Some  good  creels  of  whiting  and  nine  cod- 
ling ha\  e  been  taken  drifting. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  are  getting  lower  and  lower  every  day,  and 
also  are  very  clear.  Fish  are  rising  well  from 
10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  and  take  a  sunken  fly 
better  early  in  the  morning  than  afternoon. 
The  Wye,  which  is  well  stocked  with  grayling, 
has  afforded  those  gentlemen  who  have  fished 
it  fairly  good  sport,  as  baskets  ranging  from 
two  to  seven  brace  per  rod  have  been  obtained. 
The  Derwent,  Chatsworth  and  Hathersage 
fisheries  yielded  similar  creels,  and  in  one  case  I 
hear  fourteen  brace  from  the  former  portion  of  this 
river  was  secured.  The  Darleydale  Club's  water, 
from  Rowslej  downwards,  has  given  better  results, 
three  to  six  brace  being  common,  Mr.  Dawson 
obtaining  eight  brace  and  several  small  ones 
returned ;  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water  yielded  better  sport,  as  this  por- 
tion of  the  Derwent  gives  better  results  when  the 
water  is  low,  especially  the  Birch  wood  stream,  which 
holds  a  lot  of  grayling,  and  baskets  of  three  to  five 
and  six  brace  have  been  taken.  The  prospect  is 
good,  as  the  weather  appears  to  be  settled — cold 
nights  with  sunny  days.  A  good  downpour  of 
rain  would  do  good.  Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun,  Apple 
Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Throstle  Wing,  Black  Gnat, 
Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Needle  Fly,  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Torks). — I  have  never  known  these  rivers 
lower  in  September  or  sport  worse.  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  doing,  or  where  the  water  ought  to  be,  for 
some  of  the  Becks  are  all  but  dried  up,  and  as  there 
are  very  few  anglers  about  sport  has  been  very 
slow  with  them.  A  few  grayling  have  been  caught 
with  the  dry  fly,  the  best  patterns  being  pale 
Autumn  Dim  and  Little  Marryatt.  In  the  deeper 
water  in  the  district  of  Middleham  the  bottom 
fishermen  have  not  done  any  better  at  all.  as  the 
roach,  dace,  etc.,  are  feeding  very  slowly,  and  are 
bad  to  catch.  Sport  has  been  somewhat  quiet 
in  the  grayling  waters  at  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  in  these  districts, 
but  sport  has  not  been  at  the  best,  and  the  few 
grayling  that  have  been  caught  have  taken  the  dry  fly. 
The  Swale  in  the  lower  reaches  is  fishing  rather 
quiet  and  very  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  Nidd 
has  been  low  and  clear  in  the  upper  reaches.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  somewhat 
quiet;  the  same  remark  may  apply  to  the  lower 
reaches  of  this  river.  The  Wharfe  has  been  verj' 
low  and  clear;  in  fact,  it  has  not  been  so  low 
in  September.  In  the  upper  reaches  very  few  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  those  that  have  been  out  have 
found  sport  not  good.  In  the  district  of  Grassington, 
Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  the  few  grayling  that  have  been  caught  have 
taken  catching,  as  they  are  rising  very  erratic  and 
take  the  fly  very  gingerly.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  this 
river  a  few  grayling  fishermen  have  been  out  in  the 
district  of  Harewood,  Woodhall,  Collingham  Bridge 
and  Boston  Spa  and  have  found  sport  quiet ;  the 
best  basket  of  grayling  coming  under  my  notice  was 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


INVALUABLE 


"  Ths  coat  you  made  jor 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  blinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  ^dry  as  a 
lone:"— J.  W.,  Southsea. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis'  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 


BURBERRY  SUIT. 


Wo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY  | 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.' 


THE  ANGLER, 

HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLENTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING — 

AIRY-LIGHT— SELF-VENTILATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  oS 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Eacing 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRYS 


BURBERRY  SLIP-OM.' 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactorer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  TacMe  snitalile  for  aJl  parts  of  tlie  world. 

T^JV  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  snpeEloi  to  Bfllt  Cant. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ois.  to  13  ois. ;  veiy  ■  owezlnl. 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Oani. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Tront. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  oaid  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  homa  and  abioia. 

Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

SfJ'l^vf^'''"''^^,?^®'^.?'?^*  °^  ^'"'^^     Scotland,  anglers  may 

rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle.  B  «  a  may 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

yards  Doabla  Tapered  Salmon. 
100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapeitd  Salmon. 
80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

Ihese  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  aver  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  off.  The  longer  these  Llnss  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsoHcited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellons.    I  have  qo  hesitation  Id 
saying  that  It  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Klngftaher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  Lines  sure  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  Is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.    It  Is 
perfect.   Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.   When  fatted  and  robbed  down  a  bit 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beaatlfolly.  The  line  seems  / 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  ased 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H         one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES 


FREE  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 
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One  of  a  dozen  nice  fish,  all  caught  with  the  Little 
jNIarryatt.  In  the  lower  district,  at  Tadeaster  and 
TJllerskelf,  the  bottom  fishermen  found  sport 
fairly  good  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub  last 
week-end,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Pickersgill,  Thomas,  Roth- 
well  met  with  the  best  results.  The  Derwent  is 
running  very  much  lower  than  it  has  been  known 
to  be  at  tliis  time  of  year.  In  the  higher  reaches 
anglers  have  met  with  very  little  sport,  and  in 
the  district  of  Yeddingham  they  have  found 
plenty  of  weed  to  contend  with.  Rain  is 
badly  wanted  to  improve  grayling  fishing,  as  all 
our  Yorkshire  rivers  want  thoroughly  cleansing  out, 
and  sport  will  be  slow  until  there  is  a  good  fall  of 
rain.  Trout  fishing  finishes  on  Monday  next.  Rain 
threatens  at  the  time  of  sending  this  report.  Best 
flie?  for  the  present  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe 
Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Tinselled  Partridge. — 

J OHN  E.  MiLLEB. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beanly,  Conon,  etc. — Anglers  on  the  Beauly  did 
not  fish  much  during  the  week  owing  to  shooting 
and  attending  the  Northern  meetings  at  Inverness. 
On  the  Home  waters  on  Sept.  22,  Miss  Paynter, 
Balblair  House,  landed  a  salmon  of  71b.  On  Sept.  19, 
the  Moniack  Castle  party  landed  five  sea-trout, 
scaling  71b.,  on  the  tidal  waters.  During  the  week 
the  Earl  of  Portsmouth  and  party,  at  Guisachan, 
Lieut. -Col.  Clarke  and  party,  Fasnakyle,  the  Earl  of 
Durham,  Affaric  Lodge,  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  at 
Struy,  Mr.  Henderson  and  party,  at  Braulen,  Mr. 
Purley,  at  Erchless,  Lord  Fitzhardinge,  Eskadale, 
Miss  Dove  and  party,  Eilean  Aigas,  and  Mr.  Merry, 
at  Downie,  were  all  successful.  Conon. — Anglers 
on  the  Brahan  Castle,  Fairburn,  Scatwell,  and 
Strath  Conon  waters,  particularly  the  latter,  were 
all  successful,  a  salmon  of  121b.  being  among  the 
takes.  Lochs  Affaeic  and  Monak. — The  Earl  of 
Durham,  who  is  entertaining  a  large  party  at 
ASaric  Lodge,  is  having  rare  angKng  on  Loch 
Aliario,  grand  baskets  of  from  121b.  to  201b.  being 
obtained  daily.  The  trout  are  beautifully  shaped, 
in  rare  condition,  and  running  from  4oz.  to  20oz. 
Major  Stirling's  party;  at  Monar  Lodge,  are  having 
good  angling  on  Loch  Monar,  the  baskets  running 
from  91b.  to  I61b.,  the  heaviest  trout  for  the  week 
scaling  lib.  4oz.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt, 
Gabve,  and  Luichabt.  —  These  four  lochs 
again  fished  very  well.  Parties  from  Lochrosque 
House  and  Ledgowan  were  out  daily,  bringing  in 
baskets  ranging  from  11  lb.  to  151b.,  in  which  were 
several  fine  trout  scaling  over  1  lb.  On  Achanalt 
only  one  good  basket  was  reported,  namely,  on 
Sept.  19,  when  an  angler  had  four  trout  scaling 
111b.,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  31b.  6oz.  Anglers 
from  Strathpeffer  and  Garve  Hotel  did  well  on 
Luichart  and  Garve,  bringing  in  creels  of  Gib.  to 
121b.,  but  complain  of  being  much  hampered  by 
pike  on  Luichart.  Three  large  pike  of  71b.,  71b., 
and  81b.  were  landed. — A.  R. 

Border  Hak  and  Liddle. —  Over  twenty  salmon 
have  been  seen  below  Longtown  Bridge.  Further 
up  the  Double  water  Mr.  IVIcLelan  had  one  in  the 
WUlow  Pool,  14Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Makant  creeled  twenty- 
three  herling  and  two  sea-trout  in  the  Netherby 
water,  above  the  Cauldron  Pool ;  while  a  gentleman 
staying  at  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel  had  a  couple  of 
smaU  salmon  below  Lyne  Foot.  Mr.  Reid,  in  the 
lower  reaches,  and  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Johnstone 
have  fared  well  between  Longtown  and  Metal 
Bridge,  especially  in  sea-trout,  herling,  and  burn 
trout.  The  nets  being  out  in  the  estuary,  salmon 
are  running  to  the  rivers,  yet  few  have  gone  beyond 
the  raid-reaches  of  the  Esk.  In  the  Canonbie 
water,  Dr.  Arthwaite  landed  a  sahnon  in  the  Willow 
Pool  which  scaled  17-|lb.  ;  Dr.  Anderson  had 
twelve  herling  and  a  sea-trout,  2|^lb.,  besides  other 
fish ;  Mr.  W.  Murray  a  creelful  of  herling  and  sea- 
trout.  Liddle  water  comes  out  better  this  week. 
In  the  upper  reaches,  Mr.  J.  EUiot,  twelve  herling 
and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Foster,  over  a  dozen,  and  a 
sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  W.  Armstrong,  J.  Walker, 
and  J.  Beattie  have  had  good  creels  of  sea-trout 
and  herling,  while  Mr.  J.  Scott  basketed,  at  one 
fishing,  two  dozen  yeUow  trout  in  the  Hermitage 
water.  In  the  Langholm  water.  Sergeant  Bell  had 
three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  A.  Thompson  had  two  sea- 
trout  and  some  herling  ;  Mr.  W.  Ross,  one  sea-trout 
and  some  herling ;  Mr.  G.  M.  Little,  a  good  basket 
of  sea-trout  and  herling ;  Mr.  Barnfather,  two  sea- 
trout  and  over  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  Tudhope,  two 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Beattie,  a  fine  basket  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Law,  two  sea-trout  and  a 
few  herling;  Mr.  Cowan,  Newcastle,  two  sea-trout 
and  some  herling.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  A.  Keen, 
a  creelful  of  herling  and  sea-trout.  A  small  salmon 
was  caught  in  Burnfoot  water,  aljove  Langholm,  by 
an  angler  from  Mr.  Douglas's  Eskdale  Temperance 
Hotel,  Langholm.  In  tlie  middle  reaches,  Mr.  J. 
Armstrong  had  four  sea-trout  and  si,x  herling  above 
Canonbie  Bridge  ;  Mr.  Tom  Steel  creeled  two  dozen 
herling,  a  couple  of  sea-trout,  and  a  dozen  burn 


trout,  at  one  fishing.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  has  had 
good  sport  all  the  week,  while  various  Canonbie 
anglers  have  secured  good  creels. — G. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Since  the  nets  were 
removed  from  the  River  Deveron  the  water 
has  been  running  exceedingly  low  and  clear, 
and  although  there  is  a  fair  appearance  of 
fish,  anglers  are  having  only  indifferent  sport. 
They  would  welcome  a  good  spate.  Despite 
unfavourable  conditions,  however,  Mr.  Rawlence 
had  on  Sept.  24,  on  the  Duff  House  section,  four 
fine  fi5h  of  231b.,  II  lb.,  101b.,  and  71b.  The  weather 
meantime  is  bright  and  pleasant  during  the  day, 
but  keen  frost  tliroughout  the  night  and  early 
morning. — H.  W. 

Heliridean  Sporting  Association  (South 
Harris). — Fishing  from  Rodel  on  Sept.  17,  the 
Hon.  C.  Walsh  had  one  salmon,  (ilb.  8oz.,  and 
Colonel  Dicken  had  one  salmon  61b.  4oz.,  and  on 
Sept.  18  Mr.  Fergusson  had  one  salmon,  71b.  4oz. 
The  total  catch  of  sea-trout  at  Rodel  from  Sept.  15 
to  Sept.  21  was  108  fish,  weighing  711b.  ISoz.— 
G.  D.  Stirling. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  Ahg.  3, 
Mr.  Ivory,  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grUse,  61b.,  and  one 
salmon,  81b.  On  Aug.  4,  Messrs.  Beattie  and  Millar, 
on  Mid  Assvnt,  twelve  trout,  5ilb.  On  Aug.  6,  Mr. 
Ivory,  on  Upper  In ver,  twelve  trout,  51b,,  one  grilse, 
6Wb.,  and  one  salmon,  71b.  On  Aug.  10,  Messrs. 
Garrett  and  Nuttal,  on  Mid  Assynt,  eight  trout, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Beattie,  on  River  Loanan,  ten  trout,  61b. 
On  Aug.  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  on  Skaig,  nine 
trout,  5lb. ;  Mrs.  Campbell,  on  Mid  Assynt,  ten 
trout,  4^1b. ;  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Loch  Awe, 
Fix  trovit,  3)b.  On  Aug.  14,  Mr.  Ivory,  on  Castle 
Bay,  one  grilse,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  six  trout,  3jlb. ;  Col.  Fortescue  and  Capt. 
Clarke,  on  Loch  Awe.  twenty  trout,  81b.  On  Aug.  16, 
Prof,  and  Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Loch  A-We,  ten  trout,  41b. 
On  Aug.  18,  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Burkitt,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
twenty-four  trout,  91b.  On  Aug.  20,  Col.  Fortescue 
and  Capt.  Clarke,  on  Mid  Assynt,  tliirteen  trout,  61b. 
On  Aug.  21,  Dr.  Baigent,  on  Castle  Bay,  two  grilse, 
51b.  and  61b.  ;  Col.  Fortescue  and  Capt.  Clarke,  on 
Loch  Awe,  nine  trout,  41b.  On  Aug.  22,  Messrs. 
Borthwick  and  Wallace,  on  River  Loanon,  ten  trout, 
7|Ib.  (heaviest,  3ilb.).  On  Aug.  23,  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Burkitt,  on  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  24, 
Dr.  Baigent,  on  Head  Assvnt,  two  ferox,  41b.  and 
31b.  On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  W."  Welch,  on  Mid  Assynt, 
seventeen  trout,  101b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  3 Jib.  On 
Aug.  27,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Baigent,  on  River  Loanan, 
two  trout,  2|lb.,  and  one  grilse,  5 Jib.  ;  Prof.  Burkitt, 
on  Castle  Bay,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  Mr.  W.  Welch, 
on  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout,  41b.  ;  Miss  Barclay,  on 
Head  Assynt,  two  trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  28,  Miss 
CurriO;  on  Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  6Jlb.  ;  Miss  Barclay, 
on  Castle  Bay,  two  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young, 
on  Loch  Awe,  eight  trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  29,  Prof. 
Burkitt,  on  W.  Assynt,  ten  trout,  61b.  On  Aug.  31, 
Mr.  Duke,  on  Mid  Assynt,  ten  trout,  51b.  On 
Sept.  3,  Mr.  Welch,  on  Loch  Awe,  five  trout,  71b. 
(heaviest,  4Jlb.).  On  Sept.  5,  Capt.  Cameron,  on 
Traligil,  one  trout,  21b.  On  Sept.  6,  Mr.  W.  Wal- 
lace, on  Loch  Awe,  four  trout,  21b.,  and  one  grilse, 
41b.  On  Sept.  7,  Mr.  Welch,  on  Castle  Bay,  one 
trout,  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  Chadwick,  on  Head  Assynt,  seven 
trout,  31b.  On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Chadwick,  on  River 
Loanan,  nine  trout,  71b.  On  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Greville, 
on  Mid  Assynt,  five  trout,  31b.  On  Sept.  12,  Mr. 
W.  Wallace,  on  Gillaroo,  three  trout,  21b.  On 
Sept.  15,  Prof.  Purdie,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty  trout, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  Chadwick,  on  Head  Assynt,  six  trout,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Welch,  on  Mid  Assynt,  seventeen  trout, 
71b.  On  Sept.  1 7,  Prof,  and  Mrs.  Purdie,  on  Locli 
Awe,  sixteen  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Chadwick,  on  Gil- 
laroo, one  trout,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Bankert,  on  Skaig, 
seven  trout,  31b.  On  Sept.  18,  Prof.  Purdie,  on 
Castle  Bay,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Bankert,  on  Mid 
Assynt,  seven  trout,  31b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  5\\h. ; 
Mr.  Chadwick,  on  Skaig,  four  trout,  41b.,  and  one 
sea-trout,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greville,  on  Loch 
Awe,  twelve  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Sept.  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Welch,  on  Mid  Assynt,  two  trout,  I  fib.,  and  one 
ferox,  4Jlb. — W.  Wallace. 

Lochiuver  (Cnlag  Hotel). — On  Sept.  17,  Mr. 
Anderson,  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ;  Messrs.  Fox  and 
Plumtre,  three  trout,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  five  trout, 
3|lb.  On  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Goodall,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
Dr.  Archdall,  one  grilse,  61b.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  Fox 
(sea),  several  fish,  various.  Weather  calm  and  clear, 
putting  fishing  practically  out  of  the  question. — 
J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  is  still 
too  small  for  anything  like  sport.  Only  in  the 
deeper  pools  of  the  upper  waters  and  again  on  the 
lowest  reaches  is  anything  at  all  being  done.  On 
the  Invercauld  private  water,  Capt.  Beatty  and 
party,  on  the  Balmoral  waters  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  his  suite,  and  on  the  Ballater  reaches  a  good 
few  fish  have  been  got  since  the  sliglit  rise  in  the 
river  of  a  week  ago.  The  Murtle,  Blairs,  and 
Gathdee  waters  are  yieldiag  splendid  baskets  of 


finnock  with  an  occasional  fresh-run  salmon  to 
Mr.  Riviere  on  the  Park  water  and  Mr.  Baird  on 
the  Durris.  On  the  Gathdee  section  on  Thursday 
morning,  Sept.  20,  Mr.  J.  M.  Robb  had  a  salmon 
of  61b.  and  three  finnock ;  he  had  also  a  basket 
of  twelve  finnock  on  Tuesday.  Several  dead 
salmon  and  sea-trout  have  been  found  on  tlie 
Culter  water ;  Inspector  Duncan  has  secured  one 
salmon  for  analysis  and  investigation  as  to  the 
cause,  while  Professor  Cash,  who  rents  the  King- 
causie  water  along  with  Mr.  Fortescue's  party,  has 
found  other  two  dead  fish,  and  retained  them  for 
investigation.  It  is  evident  that  they  have  been 
poisoned  by  the  effluent  from  the  Culter  Paper  Mills, 
as  was  the  case  this  spring,  and  has  been  the  case  on 
several  former  occasions.  Drastic  measures  will 
now  be  taken  to  stop  such  accidents  in  the  future. 
Don. — The  river  is  remarkably  low,  and  no  salmon 
can  get  over  the  Pirie's  dykes.  On  the  Kin- 
tore,  Keithhall,  and  Pitmedden  waters  very  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being  got.  Mr.  Anderson 
had  a  basket  of  twelve  on  Sept  22,  weighing  as 
many  pounds.  Ythan. — There  is  a  good  head  of 
finnock  and  sea-trout  in  the  estuary,  but  otherwise 
the  river  is  down  to  dead  summer  level.  Till  a 
spate  comes,  there  will  be  little  or  no  revival  of 
angling. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — Unusually  fine  weather  for 
this  period  of  the  year  has  prevailed  during  the  past 
week,  and  with  the  low  and  clear  state  of  the  rivers 
angling  has  been  of  little  accoimt  during  the  day- 
time. Good  baskets  of  herling  are  being  taken  this 
week  with  night  fly.  There  are  very  few  salmon 
ascending  any  of  the  rivers  at  present. — The 
Annan. — This  river  is  quite  as  low  as  it  was 
at  midsummer,  and  little  is  being  done  with  the 
day  fly.  Mr.  Robert  Graham  caught  three  herling 
with  night  fly  in  the  Brewery  pool  on  the  night  of 
September  21,  Captain  Ewart  fishing  below  the 
Violet  bank  stretch  caught  three  with  Brown 
Turkey  fly.  On  the  same  night  Mr.  J ames  Baxter 
had  one  sea-trout  of  IJlb.,  and  a  brace  of  herling 
in  the  Brewery  stream  and  Spittal  pool.  On 
the  night  of  Sept.  21  Mr.  James  Loudon  caught 
three  lierling,  and  Mr.  Hogan  a  couple  with  day  fly. 
A  small  Silver  Fly  and  Light  Wing  has  been  the  most 
killing  for  herling  during  the  sunshine  in  the  streams, 
and  the  Brown  Turkey  (Jackson's),  with  white  top 
and  lemon  and  brown  body,  have  been  the  best 
taking  fly  after  dark.  The  herling  are  exceed- 
ingly plentiful  in  the  Lower  Annan,  though 
they  have  fallen  off  somewhat  in  condition  during 
the  past  month.  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  landed  four 
hejling  in  the  flat  water  below  Violet  bank  on  the 
night  of  Sept.  22.  They  were  taken  with  Turkey 
fly.  Woodcock  and  Corncrake.  On  Sept.  24  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  landed  nine  herling  in  Fish  House  water 
with  night  fly,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  had  five 
herling  and  a  trout  in  the  same  water.  On  Saturday 
evening,  Sept.  22,  Mr.  Thomson  landed  four  extra 
fine  herling  with  fly  in  the  Fish  House  water,  and  on 
the  night  of  Sept.  25,  in  the  stretch  below  Galebank, 
he  had  eight  or  nine  large  herling  and  one  trout.  Mr. 
James  Bonner  caught  a  couple  in  the  same  water, 
with  Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  Wm.  Johnstone  landed  five 
herling  on  the  night  of  Sept.  25  in  the  flat  water  at 
the  head  of  the  Everholm.  Mr.  James  Loudon, 
fishing  the  Howes  pool  and  Spittal  above  Annan 
bridge,  on  Sept.  25,  caught  six  herling.  Mr.  Baxter 
landed  two  in  the  liigher  end  of  the  Battery  Pool  on 
the  night  of  Sept.  25th.  Captain  Ewart  on  the  same 
date  had  two  herling  in  Violetbank  stream  with  Tur- 
key fly  ;  Mr.  Anderson  had  three  or  four.  Mr.  Robert 
Graham,  fishing  in  Cauld  stream  below  town  bridge 
had  nine  herling  and  a  sea-trout,  The5ewere  taken 
with  brandling  worm  and  fly.  The  sea-trout  was 
fresh  run  and  weighed  l{lb.  Several  other  anglers 
have  had  fair  sport  after  dark  with  fly  in 
the  tidal  waters.  Miss  Rae  took  one  herling 
in  Violet  bank  with  day  fly  on  Tuesday 
and  one  on  Monday  afternoon.  In  the  higher 
waters,  Mr.  Maxwell  caught  three  herling  on 
Sept.  24 ;  Mr.  Johnston  two  and  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Richardson  four  herling  and  six  burn  trout ;  Mr. 
Carlyle  landed  fine  herling  with  worm  on  Stewart 
tackle,  and  he  had  a  nice  creel  of  yellow  trout 
besides,  Mr.  White  two  herling  and  four  trout. 
Very  few  anglers  have  been  fishing  the  Mount 
Annan  and  Hoddem  Castle  waters  this  week.  On 
Sept.  20  a  visitor  angling  for  pike  in  the 
Castle  Loch,  at  Loch  Maben,  was  fortunate  in 
capturing  one  weighing  391b.  It  measured 
four  feet  long  and  nearly  two  feet  in  girth.  It 
was  despatched  to  Bolton,  in  Lancasliire,  by 
the  angler.  There  are  some  fine  pike  in  Lochmaben 
lochs,  but  they  are  rarely  fislied  for  by  local 
anglers.  The  above  pike  is  the  largest  taken 
in  the  Castle  Loch  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — A  good  number  of  herling 
have  been  seen  rising  in  the  lower  portions  of  this 
river  in  the  evenings,  but  they  have  not  been 
taking  the  fly  well.  Local  rods  have  had  two 
or  three  per  night  with  fly.    Nothing  is  doing  at 
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Milward's 
New  Rods. 


You  can  always  tell  a  Mil  ward  Rod  by  the  Iron 
Arm Trade-mark.  It  is  a  safeguard  to  you,  a 
guarantee  that  Rod  and  Tackle  are  well  made,  and 
strong  enough  to  hold  the  gamest  fish. 

Milward's  Rods  and  Tackle  are  made  at  their  Redditch  factory,  where  they  have 
made  the  world's  best  needles  for  more  than  150  years.  Only  the  best  material 
is  used,  the  best  workmen,  the  best  methods :  every  finished  article  being  carefully 
examined  before  being  sold.     Ask  your  dealer  to  show  you  these  new  rods. 


M2S00.  The  Va?;. 


2600.  The  "Van"  2-Joint  Split  Cane  Bait  Casting  Rod. 

Highest  quality,  short  grip,  agate  centre  bridge  rings,  and 
agate  end  ring,  closely  whipped,  suction  joints.    5^  ft. 


...J-Ll: —  

V 

 . —  — 

M2525.  THE  "Glide'.' 

2525.  The  "Glide"  3-Joint  Greenheapt  Bait  Casting-  Rod, 

with  porcelain  centre  bridge  rings,  highest  quality  finish, 
selected  timber,  suction  joints.    8  ft. 


MI443.  The  Apex 


1443.  The  "Apex"  2-Joint  Split  Cane  Sea  Rod.  Highest 

possible  finish,  agate  centre  bridge  rings,  improved  lock 
joints,  closely  whipped,  and  made  from  selected  stiffest 
canes  procurable.    6^  ft. 


M  2602.  The  Slick. 

2602.  The  "Slick"  3-Joint  Split  Cane  Bait  Casting  Rod. 

Highest  quality,  short  grip,  agate  centre  bridge  rings,  agate 
end  ring,  closely  whipped,  suction  joints.    6  ft. 


Milward's  Fishing:  Tackle  can  be  obtained  of  all  Fishing:  Tackle  Dealers,  Athletic 
Outfitters,  and  Stores.  Should  any  trouble  be  experienced  in  obtaining 
them,  please  write  H.  Milward  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Washford  Mills,  Redditch. 

London  Office:   121  &  1^,  WOOD  STREET,  E.C. 

ALL   "IRON    ARM"  AND    MILWARD'S    RODS  ON  VIEW  AT  B.S.A.S.    EXHIBITION.      OPEN    DAILY  TILL 
OCTOBER  3rd.      CLIFFORD'S  INN  HALL,  FLEET  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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present  with  the  dry  fly  in  tlie  immediate  lower 
waters.  In  the  middle  section  a  few  herling  are 
being  taken  after  dark  with  night  fly.  Mr.  Jackson 
had  a  few  in  the  middle  waters.  In  the  Auldgirth  por- 
tion anglers  are  getting  from  one  to  four  herling  per 
night.  The  Sanquhar  section  is  too  low-lower,  indeed, 
than  dui-in  summer,  and  there  is  little  or  no  sport 
to  be  had  in  that  part  of  the  Nith  at  present.  A 
few  local  rods  fishing  the  Mid  Nithsdale  portion 
below  Thornhill  had  odd  lierhng  in  the  evenings, 
but  angUng  is  at  a  standstill  during  the  da j.  time 
The  Cluden  and  Cairn  are  far  too  low  for  angling, 
and  there  cannot  be  any  improvement  imtil  after  "a 
flood.  A  few  salmon  are  in  the  lower  tidal  waters, 
but  they  are  not  ascending  beyond  the  tidal  reaches. 
The  Galloway  Rivers.— Angling  is  at  a  low  ebb 
in  the  Stewartrj'  rivers  this  week.  All  the'rivers  are 
extraordinarily  low  for  this  period  of  the  season,  and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  a  change  in  the 
fine  weather  prevailing  for  the  past  three  weeks.  The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  is  much  below  summer 
level,  and  there  is  no  sport  to  be  had  at  present. 
A  few  salmon  are  in  the  tidal  pools,  but  they 
seem  to  go  back  and  forward  with  the  tides. 
They  are  not  likely  to  ascend  until  after  a 
flood.  Tlie  Gatehouse  Fleet  and  the  Urr  of  Dal- 
beattie are  also  low  and  clear,  and  there  is  no  sport 
to  report  this  week  from  either  rivers.  The 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Sport  is  verv  quiet 
on  all  the  rivers  of  this  district.  The  angling  for 
yellow  trout  closes  on  the  locks  on  Sept.  29. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire) — As  the  season  nears  a 
close  sport  is  falling  off.  For  the  past  month 
it  has  been  poor,  and  now  with  frost  at  night, 
bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  and  a  low  water, 
it  is  everything  but  encouraging.  From  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Avon  last  week  three  salmon  were 
landed ;  from  the  Ballindalloch  water  of  the  Spey, 
six  fish ;  and  from  the  Pitcroy  water  two.  On  the 
Carrdu  House  water  on  Sept.  20,  Mr.  Grant,  fisher- 
man, had  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  on  this  day  week 
another  of  51b. ;  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies 
water,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Harding 
had  a  salmon  of  111b.;  on  the  21st  another ;  and 
on  the  24th  a  grilse  of  6Jlb.  From  the  Easter 
Elchies  water  on  Sept.  19,  Mr.  W.  Craith,  fisherman, 
had  a  salmon  of  201b.  ;  and  from  the  Aikemray 
water,  on  the  same  day,  two  salmon  of  191b.  each, 
and  agrilse  of  61b. ;  and  again  on  Sept.  20  a  salmon  of 
81b.  was  landed.  On  the  Gordon  Castle  reaches,  the 
heaviest  salmon  killed  this  season  to  date  was  one 
of  301b.  by  Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  Home,  and  one 
weighing  291b.  was  killed  by  Mr.  Arthur  Corenthy. 
— J.  M. 

Tay. — Owing  to  the  calm,  mild  weather  and  low 
state  of  the  river,  poor  sport  has  been  obtained. 
Numbers  of  fish  are  showing,  but  they  are  very  shy. 
For  the  week  ending  Sept.  24  the  following  sport 
was  obtained :  Lord  Blyths wood  killed  one  fish  271b. , 
and  Colonel  Duthie  one  of  231b.  on  Sept.  24,  on  Isla- 
mouth  beat,  while  Mr.  Arthur  Moon  landed  a  salmon 
of  411b.,  being  the  heaviest  fish  caught  by  rod  on 
the  Tay  this  season.  Sir  Mitchell  Thomson  captured 
one  fish  of  181b.  on  Kercock  water  on  Sept.  18. 
The  Baron  H.  de  Tuyll  took  one  fish  231b.  on 
Sept.  18,  and  Capt.  Hon.  G.  Portman  one  fish  141b. 
on  Sept.  22  on  Lower  Cargill.  Mr.  Archibald  Coats 
captured  one  fi^h,  171b.,  on  Sept.  19,  one  of  181b. 
and  agrilse,  ejlb.,  on  Sept.  21,  and  the  Bishop  of 
London  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  Sept.  19  on  Upper 
Stobhall,  while  Lord  Blythswood  killed  one  fish, 
1.51b.,  on  Sept.  18;  one  grilse,  6|-lb.,  on  Sept.  20. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  one  fish,  251b.,  and  two  grilse,  91b. 
and  81b. ;  and  the  Bishop  of  London,  one  grilse, 
71b.,  on  Sept.  20,  on  Lower  Stobhah.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Wolff,  M.P.,  landed  one  grilse,  7Jlb.,  on  Sept.  18, 
and  a  fish,  191b.,  on  Sept.  20,  from  Burnmouth 
StobhaU  beat ;  while  on  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley, 
Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  one  grilse,  9Ib.,  on  Sept.  19, 
and  another  of  61b.  on  Sept.  20;  Mrs.  Martin,  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  51b.,  on  Sept.  19.,  and  one  grilse,!  1  lb., 
on  Sept.  24.  Mr.  La  Tour  Mason,  one  grilse,  11|  lb., 
on  Sept.  19,  and  Miss  Mas  well  Lyte,  one  grilse,  71b  , 
on  Sept.  20.  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield,  Bart.,  caught 
one  fish,  15Ib.,  on  Sept.  24.  The  Baron  H.  de 
Tuyll,  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Sept.  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Portman,  one  grilse,  Ulb.,  on  Sept.  21,  on 
Burnmouth  water,  while  Capt.  Hon.  G.  Portman 
had  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  WiUies  Stone  on  Sept.  19. 
Mr.  Neil  McNeil  killed  one  grilse,  61b.,  on  Sept.  19,  on 
Catholes  beat,  while  Sir  Basil  Graham-Montgomery 
had  one  grilse  of  71b.  on  Sept.  18,  and  Lord  Cecil 
Manners  one  of  91b.  on  Sept.  22,  on  Benchill ;  Major 
Rose  captured  one  grilse  of  81b.  on  Sept.  18,  Mr. 
Kerr  one  of  61b  on  the  19th,  and  Mr.  Coats'  boat- 
man one  of  e^lb.  on  the  21st,  on  Battleby  water. 
Several  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  free  water 
below  Perth. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District.— The  weather  continues  fine. 
A  spate  would  improve  matters  considerably.  The 
few  salmon  that  are  left  in  the  upper  reaches  are 
old  and  dun.  and  a  fresh  run  of  fish  would  be  highly 


welcomed.  A  few  of  these  old  fish  have  been  taken 
in  the  upper  districts,  the  heaviest  being  131b.  At 
Bolside,  Fisherman  W.  Millar  caught  a  salmon  of 
51b.  on  Sept.  6,  one  of  71b.  on  Sept.  10,  and  two  of 
4|lb.  and  71b.  on  Sept.  12.  At  Rutherford  Lodge, 
last  week,  Mr.  P.  Lucas  had  a  salmon  of  181b.,  and 
the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  one  of  201b.  on  the  Ednam 
House  water.  On  Sept.  15  Mr.  Pringle  caught  a 
salmon  at  Henderside,  and  at  Carham  Mr.  F.  W. 
Robson  had  three  grilse  on  Sept.  5  and  6  of  41b., 
5 Alb.,  and  71b.  Trout  have  been  taking  better 
during  the  day,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been 
made,  chiefly  with  minnow.  Frost  has  prevented 
trout  from  taking  well  at  night.  On  Sept.  19  Mr. 
Guthrie,  from  Glasgow,  had  a  good  take  of  trout, 
and  on  Sept.  21  another  angler  caught  5^1b.  of  trout 
with  worm,  whilst  two  trout,  weighing  almost  1  lb. 
each,  were  taken  on  Sept.  22  with  minnow.  At 
Bolside,  on  Sept.  22,  Mr.  Mercer  had  the  fortune  to 
capture  a  trout  of  the  unusual  weight  of  4|lb. 
Angling  is  practically  at  an  end  on  the  Gala,  Leader, 
Blackadder,  and  Whitadder  unless  a  spate  comes 
to  improve  matters.  I  should  like  readers  to  note 
that  the  salmon  of  41Jlb.  weight  which  I  gave  out 
as  having  been  caught  at  one  of  the  netting  stations 
was  caught  in  one  of  the  nets,  and  not  with  rod  and 
line  as  might  have  been  supposed. — Sorley  Brown. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  net  fishing  on  the  Tweed  terminated  last  week, 
but  as  yet  there  is  no  appearance  of  an  early  autumn 
angling  season.  The  rivers  are  too  small  and  fine, 
so  the  hopes  of  the  waiting  angler  are  not  of  the 
rnost  encouraging  nature.  Should  the  weather  con- 
ditions, however,  prove  anything  likj  favourable 
later  on  a  fau-ly  good  season  may  be  expected.  On 
the  closing  day  of  the  netting  season  there  was  a 
heavy  stock  of  fish  at  the  river  mouth  and  also  in 
the  bay.  A  slight  rise  in  the  rivers  would  give  the 
necessary  start  to  a  fair  angling  season.  The  few 
fish  that  are  in  the  rivers  just  now  are  old  and 
dun  in  colour.  The  takes  recently  were  fairly  good 
as  the  season  goes.  On  the  Bolside  water  (Melrose), 
Mr.  Miller,  fisherman,  had  one  of  71b.,  one  of  101b., 
and  two  of  71b.  and  4Jlb.  On  the  Rutherford 
water,  Mr.  N.  P.  Lucas  had  one  salmon  of  about 
101b.  A  salmon  of  201b.  was  killed  by  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe  on  the  Hempsford 
stream  of  tlie  Ednam  House  water,  and  on  the 
Hendersyde  water  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  had  also  one 
fish.  On  the  Earl  of  Home's  water,  Mr. 
Robson,  fisherman,  had  two  grilse  of  5|lb.  and  41b. 
weight,  and  he  also  had  one  of  71b.  and  one  of  61b. 
on  the  Carham  water.  A  very  great  number  of 
sea-trout  and  whitling  have  also  been  got  lately  on 
the  Till  by  Capt.  Fletcher  and  others.  It  is  re- 
marked that  not  since  the  year  1893  have  salmon 
and  grilse  been  so  scarce  on  the  Berwick  netting 
stations  as  they  have  been  during  the  past  season. 
All  along  the  east  coast  this  season  fishing  for 
salmon  has  been  very  poor,  and  it  is  said  that  this 
has  been  occasioned  by  the  long-continued  westerly 
winds  and  the  prevalence  of  calm  seas.  Sept.  21, 
the  last  day  of  the  season,  was  by  far  the  best  of 
the  year,  and  by  far  the  best  day  for  several  years. 
This  sudden  and  remarkable  improvement,  although 
late,  was  almost  entirely  due  to  stiff  southerly 
winds,  and  was  chiefiy  confined  to  the  coast  stations 
and  those  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  all  of  which 
are  good  spots  for  salmon  and  grilse. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — No  rain  has  fallen 
over  north-east  Ulster  since  the  beginning  of  the 
wee  ,  bright  sunshine  and  frost  at  night  prevailing, 
and  in  consequence  tho  Maine,  Blackwater,  Ballen- 
derry,  and  Moyola,  which  were  too  low  and  clear  at 
the  end  of  the  preceding  week  for  the  fly  to  be  used, 
are  further  reduced.  The  main  river  continues 
shrinking  and  is  running  at  summer  level,  and 
is  so  clear  that  salmon  can  be  seen  resting 
on  the  beds  of  the  pool.  However,  sport  con- 
tinues, but  no  lure  is  accepted  save  the  shrimp, 
which  has  accounted  for  all  the  fish  caught.  Mr.  S. 
Frazer  landed  three  salmon,  of  81b.,  101b.,  and  3oib.; 
Mr.  B.  Meenan,  three  grilse,  of  51b.,  5Jlb.,  and  71b.  ; 
Mr.  C.  Henderson,  two,  of  81b.,  and  111b.,  at 
Caroroe ;  Mr.  H.  J.  Wright,  ten  sahnon  and  grilse, 
of  51b.,  51b.,  61b.,  71b.,  91b.,  11  lb.,  121b.,  13ib.,  13«b., 
and  161b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  five,  of  6!b.,  71b.,  91b  , 
111b.,  and  121b.;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  four 
grilse,  of  41b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  7-Jlb. ;  Mr.  I.  McCorry, 
two,  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  Rev.  Woodward,  three,  of 
51b.,  61b.,  and  61b. ;  Dr.  Clements,  one  of  31b. ;  and 
Captain  Jervis,  one,  of  71b.,  at  Kilrea. — Daniel 
O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District  — Since  last  notes  the 
situation  has  not  been  relieved  by  a  single  shower 
of  rain.  In  the  north  the  only  fishable  river  just  now 
is  the  Bann.  The  reservoirs  are  doing  a  little  better. 
At  Woodburn,  Marshallstown,  Stoneyford,  and 
North  Woodburn  some  catches  were  effected  in  the 
past  week,  and  on  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  sport  re- 


ceived a  little  fillip  with  the  passing  away  of  the 
bright  weather  Quite  a  number  of  the  rivers  of 
this  district  close  on  Sept.  30,  including  all  the 
waters  entering  Lough  Neagh  on  its  eastern  shores, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Maine  and  its  tributaries 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  Bush  closes 
on  Sept.  30.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  very 
low  and  clear,  and  fishing  itnpracticable. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
is  low  again  at  time  of  writing.  Mr.  H.  Laird,  Mr. 
Jenkins,  and  other  anglers  landed  several  salmon 
amongst  them  during  the  past  week  ranging  in 
weight  from  81b.  to  191b.  The  angling  season  closes 
on  Sept.  30.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Oalway  Fishery. — Anglers'  catch  of  salmon 
from  Sept.  19  to  Sept.  25: — Captain  MacGowan,  on 
Sept.  19,  three,  61b.,  6ilb.,  71b. ;  on  Sept.  20,  eight, 
7ilb.,  5ilb.,  5Uh.,  51b..  51b.,  8«b.,  61b.,  31b. ;  on 
Sept.  21,  two,  101b.,  4^1b. ;  on  Sept.  22,  six,  5^1b., 
5Jlb.,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  3ilb.,  61b.;  on  Sept.  24.  four, 
4ilb..  41b.,  61b.,  71b. ;  total,  twenty-three,  136 Jib. 
Mr.  Dobson,  on  Sept.  19,  four,  61b.,  81b.,  7Jlb., 
5Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  20,  four,  SJlb.,  5«b.,  61b.,  4Jlb. ; 
on  Sept.  21,  five,  61b.,  7Jlb.,  61b.,"  51b.,  81b. ;  on 
Sept.  22,  four,  4 Jib.,  4 Jib.,  41b.,  81b. ;  on  Sept.  24, 
four,  71b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  5J)b. ;  on  Sept.  25,  four,  51b., 
51b.,  61b.,  41b. ;  total,  twenty-five,  1431b.  Major 
Jones,  on  Sept.  19,  three,  61b.,  51b.,  41b.;  on 
Sept.  20,  four,  61b.,  61b.,  9Jlb.,  41b, ;  on  Sept.  21, 
four,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  61b.  ;  on  Sept.  22,  four,  4|lb., 
4jlb.,  41b.,  81b.  ;  on  Sept.  24,  three.  61b.,  71b.,  4Jlb. ; 
on  Sept.  25,  four,  71b.,  9ilb.,  51b..  91b.  ;  total, 
twenty-four,  132Jlb.  Mr.  W.  Baird,  on  Sept.  19, 
three,  7Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.  Colonel  Dodd,  on  Sept.  19, 
four,  111b.,  81b.,  51b.,  51b.;  on  Sept.  20,  three,' 
161b.,  91b.,  41b.;  total,  seven,  681b.  Mr.  Dodd,  on 
Sept.  20,  two,  6 Jib.,  4 Jib.  Captain  Steward,  on 
Sept.  21,  one,  6 Jib.  Mr.  G.  S.  Kenyon,  on  Sept.  25, 
three,  101b.,  61b.,  4 Jib,  Mr.  Jervis  Smith,  on 
Sept.  25,  one,  8Jlb.  Totals  :— Sept.  19,  seventeen ; 
Sept.  20,  twenty-one;  Sept.  21,  twelve;  Sept.  22, 
fifteen  ;  Sept.  24,  eleven  ;  Sept.  25,  twelve.  Total  for 
the  six  days :— Eighty-eight.— W.  N.  Milne  (Supt.). 

Eillarney. — Owing  to  very  hot  weather,  clear 
waters  and  little  or  no  wind,  sport  has  been  very 
poor  here  as  regards  salmon,  but  brown  trout 
;Wcasi_onally  afforded  fair  sport  in  the  evenings. — 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

The  weather  has  been  very  sultry  and  bright,  and 
sport  has  been  generally  very  backward  in  conse- 
quence. In  the  late  evenings,  however,  some  decent 
baskets  of  sea- trout  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Lonirlis  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Being 
little  or  no  wind  since  last  report,  there  is  not 
much  to  be  said  regarding  the  anghng,  unless  it 
is  that  pike  seem  fairly  on  the  feed,  as  several 
large  fish  have  been  lost.  The  catches  of  the  week, 
so  far  as  Mount  Gable  Hotel  is  concerned,  are:— 
Sept.  22,  Mr.  Duncan,  two  pike,  26jlb.  and  lOilb. ; 
Sept.  24,  Dr.  Hallowes  and  Mr.  Urmston,  five  trout, 
101b.,  best  2pb.,  all  to  tho  fly;  Mr.  Duncan,  one 
pike,  21  lb.,  two  trout,  2|lb. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  two  trout, 
1  lb.  14oz.,  one  pike,  81b.  There  was  anice  breeze  this 
day.  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Duncan,  one  pike  81b.;  Mr.Urmston, 
one  pike,  6Jlb.  Sept.  26:— Mr.  Duncan,  trout  101b., 
pike  141b.  I  note  several  papers  report  Mr. 
Duncan's  271b.  pike  and  Mr.  Marsham-Townshend's 
20-pounder  of  Sept.  5,  as  caught  on  Lough  Corrib, 
also  Mr.  Duncan's  six  trout  weighing  181b.  lOoz.  of 
Sept.  12,  whereas  they  were  all  taken  on  Lough 
Mask.  I  trust  they  will  make  the  correction  as  a 
matter  of  much  interest  to  fishermen  in  general. — 
G.  A. 

LoufiTh  Melvin*— Owing  to  the  bright,  still 
weather  during  the  past  week  not  much  fly-fishing 
was  done,  Mr.  P.  Curran  landed  a  brown  trout, 
5Jlb.,  on  Sept.  22,  trolHng,  and  Mr.  W.  Kemp 
landed  three  trout  {aalmo  ferox),  2Jlb.,  31b.,  and 
4|lb.,  trolling  on  Sept.  25.  Some  nice  gillaroo 
trout  were  taken  on  the  fly  from  time  to  time. 
Angling  closes  on  the  lake  on  Sept.  30— M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Though  the  weather  has  been  abnormally  hot  and 
very  bright  sport  has  been  good  on  the  above 
waters,  which  are  all  practically  overhung  by  high 
mountains.  The  best  sport  was  had  in  the  late 
evenmgs. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  lou^li.  Conn  and  Cullen  fBalllna,  oo. 
Mayo  (.--Weather  here  mild  during  che  past  week. 
Oaptam  Ramwell  had  a  magnificent  pike  of  271b 
and  Mr.  McKean  two  pike,  121b.,  131b  ;  Mr  H 
Green  also  had  a  nice  pike  of  251b.;  Captaiii 
Tetley  had  several  smaller  jack,  also  some  good 
trout.  Mr.  Addison  and  friend  are  having  some 
grand  sport  with  the  trout.  The  Palmerstown  river 
fished  poor  owmg  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 
Some  very  good  rough  shooting  was  got  in  the 
estuary  during  the  past  week.— Pat  He\rns 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1839.         (J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         ^»td.  isso. 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOGKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 

19,  PICCADILLY  {.SV"Z.r^.). 

Branch  s  85,  ST.  JAHBS*  STREKT  rCopner  of  Jermyn  St.».  S.W. 


SEA  TACKLE. 
SEA  TROUT 
TACKLE. 

EXHIBITION, 


Ciifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet  Street,  London,  EX., 

SEPTEMBER  21st  to  OCTOBER  3rd  inclusive. 


Every  Angler  should  call  and  see 

Wyers  Pre  res 

FINE  SELECTION. 

SPECIAL  TACKLE  made  to  order  promptly, 

'^"^^  WYERS  FRERES, 

Continental  Works,  REDDITCH. 

Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 

TICKETS  of  Admission  Post  Free  from  tite 
Manufactory,  or  may  be  Itad  at  the  Hall. 


Oh 


TREAT 


BOOTS 


YOUR 


WITH 


TRADE  MARK. 


Mars  Oil 

An  Antiseptic  Preservative  for  Leather. 

Fop  all  kinds  of  BOOTS,  HARNESS,  SADDLERY,  BAGS 
and  PORTMANTEAUX,  FISHING  LINES,  &c. 

Fop  MACHINE  BELTING,  MOTOR  CLUTCHES,  LEATHER 
CLOTHING  and  APRONS. 


THE  ONLY  LEA  THER  OIL  USED  in  the  GERMAN  ARMY. 


GLEAN  AND  EFFECTIVE-NO  RUBBING  IN  REQUIRED. 

IN  TINS,   WITH   BRUSH  COMPLETE, 
At  1/-,  2/-,  and  4/-  each,  or  1/3,  2/4,  and  4/6,  post  free. 

The  Mars  Oil  Co., 

10  &  12,  MILTON  STREET,   LONDON,  E.G. 

To  be  bad  of  all  Dealers. 


MALCOM  &  GO. 


NO  MORE  HEAVY  WADERS. 


"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  42/- 

R.  B.  MARSTON,  Ksq.,  says  :  "  These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort." 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
of  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 


NOVEMBER  3rtf,  4th,  and  Sth. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.      FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS. 

Prize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,   VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numepous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing  Taelcle.  ' 

For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Geippee,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  Bay. 

HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

1906.7  Price  List  of  Trout,  Water  Plants,  Fisli  Food,  &c. 

Apply  MANAGER,  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 
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SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (Sept.  22). — With  the  return  of  cooler 
■weather  and  that  of  some  of  our  sportsmen,  there 
have  been  more  efforts  in  the  fishing  direction 
lately,  but  the  ordinary  trouting  waters  of  the 
Valley  are  still  clear  and  bright,  though  in  some 
spots  deep.  For  considerable  distances  weeds  are 
so  prevalent  that  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  land  a 
hooked  fish,  and  in  the  Vaudois  water  even  at  this 
late  date  the  floating  grass  nuisance  has  been 
prevalent.  The  Colonel  sampled  the  whole  place 
more  than  once  lately  without  much  satisfaction, 
rising  a  few  fish  and  losing  the  best  of  them  in 
weedy  places.  The  Doctor  was  out  yesterday  for  a 
spell,  and  got  seven  trout,  but  lost  four.  It  was  a 
regular  dry-fly  day,  cool  enough,  and  many  small 
fish  were  rising  in  the  bright  water  of  the  lower 
reaches.  Grasshoppers  are  still  a  favoured  bait, 
particularly  with  the  native  angler  wielding  his  long 
bamboo  rod. — BENWYAJsr. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BallinskelliirB.  —  Sport  continues  good  at 
pollack,  whiting,  bream,  haddocks,  gurnard,  and 
mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycottou. — Sport  has  been  good  in  several 
departments,  the  best  takes  being  had  in  the  late 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  N.E.  winds  and  sea 
lately,  nothing  of  importance  in  the  way  of  boat- 
fishing  has  been  done.  To-day  (Sept.  26,  fine,  and 
water  smooth)  several  boats  put  out,  amongst  them 
being  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathews, 
and  lady  and  gentlemen  friends,  who  secured 
decent  takes  of  fish,  namely,  good  codling  and 
other  fish.  This  evening  a  party  with  a  draw  net, 
close  to  my  house,  secured  an  extraordinary  take  of 
very  fine  soles  and  large  plaice.  Should  the  weather 
keep  moderate,  in  all  possibility  there  will  be  good 
takes  of  fish  this  week  end  and  part  of  next,  as  tides 
suit  well. — Edwakd  Hangeb. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  wind  has  blown  with 
varied  strength  from  east  and  north-east  for  the 
last  week,  and  this  fact,  coupled  with  the  extreme 
thickness  of  the  water  upon  the  ebb  tides, 
has  not  proved  conducive  to  good  local  sport, 
yet  some  fair  rsturns  have  been  made  by  pier  anglers 
lately,  and  the  size  of  the  fish  taken  has  given 
general  satisfaction.  The  great  feature  of  the 
present  week  has  been  the  number  of  large  soles 
caught,  a  mmaber  without  precedent  in  recent 
vears.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  Mr.  Gus 
Elen,  Mr.  G.  Cook,  Mr.  E.  Smith,  and  Mr.  A.  K. 
Adames  experienced  very  fair  sport  with  codling 
during  early  morning  hours,  and  the  last-named 
gentleman  also  secured  a  veryfine  sole.  Mr.  A.  West's 
catch  included  a  31b.  silver  eel.  Miss  Hooper  hooked 
and  landed  a  shad,  Mr.  Wolii  had  seven  codling  and 
a  nursedog ;  Mr.  Fenn  seven  codling  ;  Master  Cottrell 
a  large  plaice  ;  and  Mr.  Waddell  a  heavy  mixed  bag. 
More  than  eighty  rods  and  lines  were  in  evidence 
upon  the  pier  on  this  day.  The  most  successful 
among  a  host  of  pier  anglers  on  Saturday,  Sept.  22, 
were  Messrs.  Baker,  Band,  Wood,  Titmus,  Fenn, 
R.  Richardson,  McCann,  Penney,  J.  Handley, 
Waddell,  and  Pocklington.  Mr.  Penney's  bag 
included  one  large  conger,  and  Miss  Wolff  met  with 
great  success,  her  heaviest  codling  scaling  4Jlb. 
The  best  catches  on  Sept.  23  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Handley, 
who  had  a  nice  bag  of  codlings  early,  Mr.  Carley, 
who  secured  several  large  codling,  Mr.  Francis,  whose 
mixed  bag  included  a  handsome  plaice  of  3|lb.  Mr. 
W.  Salt,  who  had  a  pound  sole  and  other  fish,  Mr. 
Akehurst,  whose  best  codUng  weighed  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  G. 
Geddes,  who  took  six  codling  and  a  conger,  Mr. 
Wilson,  whose  mixed  catch  comprised  several  nice 
plaice,  Mr.  Aitchison,  who  scored  with  codling,  and 
Miss  Wolff,  who  was  the  most  successful  of  all  the 
lady  anglers  present.  A  very  strong  north-east  wind 
prevailed  throughout  the  day  on  Sept.  24,  and  the 
water  was  unusually  dirty  and  weed-strewn,  the 
day's  fishing  in  consequence  being  generally  unpro- 
ductive, yet  several  individual  catches  were  worthy 
of  note.  Mr.  Wolff  took  premier  honours  with 
twelve  codling,  one  dogfish,  and  one  whiting.  Mr. 
R.  Richardson  had  a  fair  bag,  which  included  the 
best  codling  of  the  day.  Mr.  Morgan  made 
a  nice  early  morning  catch,  Mr.  Titmus  had 
codling  up  to  31b.  Mr.  A.  Young  had  a  sole 
of  lilb.  ;  Miss  Gladys  Curtiss  took  a  sole  and  a 
whiting  ;  Mr.  Gus  Elen  made  a  nice  bag  of  codlings, 
and  Mr.  J.  Handley  captured  a  decent  lot  of  cod- 
lings and  two  congers.  The  weather  and  water  were 
all  that  could  be  desired  on  the  morning  of 
Sept.  25,  yet  the  fishing  proved  exceptionally  poor, 
Mr.  Penney  and  Mr.  A.  Turner  being  the  only  two 
anglers  who  made  a  satisfactory  return  until  Mr. 
Gus  Elen  landed  a  3^1b.  codling  soon  after  noon. 
Mrs.  Hicks  took  a  sole  and  two  dabs,  and  Mrs. 
Allison  Wolff  landed  some  nursedogs,  and  a  plump 
codling  of  over  41b.  Mr.  Aitchison's  afternoon  bag 
embraced  codling,  whiting,  pouting,  conger^  and 


dabs,  lus  best  codling  weighing  6Jlb.  Mr  Pliilp's 
catch  comprised  two  soles,  two  dabs,  a  plaice,  and  a 
pouting.  Mr.  Baldwin  made  a  good  mixed  catch 
early  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  during  the  fore- 
noon Mr.  Titmus,  Mr.  Philp  and  Mr.  Aitchison 
were  very  successful.  Mr.  Tebbutt,  somewhat  late 
upon  the  scene,  made  a  nice  catch  of  codling  and 
whiting,  taking  his  fish  in  very  quick  time.  Mr.  J. 
Handley  also  made  a  good  numerical  catch  of  cod- 
ling, and  Mr.  Pankhuret  met  with  a  measure  of 
success,  as  did  also  Mr.  Micklewright,  who  was  more 
than  satisfied  with  his  catch  of  four  codlings  and  a 
sole. — J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Fensance. — Fine  weather,  ground  fishing  giving 
poor  sport,  owing  to  the  great  quantity  of  bait 
about.  As  an  instance  of  tMs,  last  week  at  Mouse- 
hole,  and  along  the  shore  to  the  westward,  the 
pilchards  were  that  thick  that  fishermen  shot  in  the 
daytime  at  "  colour,"  and  one  man  in  a  punt, 
single-handed,  caught  in  two  nets  14,000  in  a  week. 
He  states  that  in  one  cave  there  has  been  enough 
pilchards  during  the  last  three  weeks  to  supply 
Italy.  Whiffing  for  mackerel  and  pollack  has  given 
fair  sport.  Captain  Becherleg,  one  catch,  sixty  nice 
mackerel;  Boatman  Taylor,  on  Sept.  25,  whiffing 
undersail  near  Mount-a-Mopus  Buoy,  caught  sixty 
pollack  and  twenty  mackerel.  Pier  Fishing. — Fair 
sport  with  pollack  and  chad ;  some  fine  bass  also 
have  been  landed.  The  remarks  on  ground  fishing 
apply  to  day  fishing.  The  fish  at  night  feed  better, 
and  men  fishing  from  the  pilchard  boats,  wliile 
drifting  at  the  nets,  often  get  a  good  many  pollack ; 
also  boatmen,  all-night  fishing,  sometimes  do  well. 
On  Sept.  25,  Boatmen  Craft  and  Barnes  caught  ten 
large  pollack  and  fifteen  large  conger,  weight  of 
conger  2cwt.,  and  lost  three  very  large  "conger 
tlirough  the  fish  biting  off  tlie  snoods. — J.  H. 
Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Flymonth. — Fine  weather  and  a  gentle  breeze 
has  been  the  order  of  the  day  during  the  week,  and 
fishermen  of  all  sorts  and  sizes  have  been  able  to 
pursue  their  sport  in  comfort.  I  have  several  re- 
ports of  dogfish  and  sharks  in  the  offing  and  also 
along  the  coast.  A  gentleman  fishing  at  Paignton 
for  mackerel  had  some  of  these  monsters  round  the 
boat,  and  the  water  was  so  clear  that  he  could 
plainly  see  the  n  going  down  as  the  boat  passed — 
one  he  calculated  about  12ft.  long.  He  hooked  some 
smaller  ones  on  his  whiffing  line,  they  having  taken 
his  mackerel  that  was  hooked  ;  it  is  needless  to  say 
he  did  not  land  them,  although  I  have  reports  of 
one  being  actually  played  and  landed  on  a  whiffing 
line,  one  measuring  lift.  Several  bass  have  been 
taken  at  the  Promenade  Pier.  Mr.  Palfryman  lost  a 
nice  one  that  was  hooked  on  a  small  mullet  hook ; 
he  was  fishing  for  mullet  with  a  fine  collar  and  small 
hooks.  Mackerel  seem  plentiful;  a  friend  took 
thirty-nine  in  fifty  minutes,  aU  good  fish. — -William 
Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — The  season  was  opened  on  Sept.  22, 
when  our  pet  sea-gull  "  Tommy,"  whose  advent  from 
year  to  year  is  always  looked  for,  paid  his  annual 
visit  and  gave  us  fishermen  his  aerial  benediction, 
for  which  he  was  formally  rewarded  by  some  dainty 
morsels  by  several  present.  The  week's  sport  has 
been,  on  the  whole,  very  fair,  .several  score  of 
whiting  resulting,  though  at  present,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  the  fish  are  not  large.  A  large 
sole  was  taken  by  a  visitor,  and  one  of  larger 
size  taken  next  day  also  by  a  stranger.  A  very 
fine  conger  of  161b  was  taken  by  Mr.  Aldred  on 
Sept.  23,  which  was  landed  with  some  material 
difficulty,  as  may  be  supposed.  Codling  have 
given  evidence  of  the  good  sport  to  come,  Mr. 
Wrightson  taking  two  on  Sept.  24  of  81b.  loz.  and 
41b.,  and  two  on  Sept.  25  of  3^lb.  and  41b. 
Others  of  similar  weight  or  thereabouts  were  also 
taken  by  Messrs.  Moore,  Mailett,  and  Plowman. 
Mr.  Cavora  (the  Secy.),  the  Committee  of  the 
Southwold  Sea  Angling  Society  have  now  published 
their  programme  for  the  season,  and  must  take 
credit  for  a  capital  list  of  competitions,  which  extend 
over  several  months.  Valuable  prizes  are  offered. 
Water  to-day  too  clear  for  good  sport. — L.  B. 
Wbightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valeutia.  —  Sport  has  been  good  at  whiting, 
pollack,  bream,  scad,  and  mackerel. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  a  big  variety  of  fish,  including  congers,  mackerel, 
scad,  haddocks,  bream,  gurnard,  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 


"  In  Jime,  1822,  a  girl,  fourteen  years  of  age,  went 
to  a  pool  of  water  belonging  to  F.  P.  Wolfestan, 
Esq.,  at  Stratford,  in  Staffordshire,  to  wash  herself  ; 
whilst  so  doing  a  large  pike  seized  one  of  her  hands, 
by  wliich  it  was  instantaneously  hauled  ashore, 
and  secured  with  difficulty  ;  the  hand  was  much 
lacerated.  The  fish  was  2fC.  lOin.  long.  On 
emptying  a  pool  which  had  not  been  fished  for 
ages  at  Lillishall  Lime  Works,  near  Newport,  an 
enormous  pike  was  found,  weighing  upwards  of 
1701b." — Dodsley's  Register,  1765. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Sept.  19,  the  members  heard 
with  regret  the  secretary's  unwelcome  announce- 
ment of  Mr.  C.  O.  MincWn's  indisposition.  He  had 
purposed  reading  a  paper — "  The  Cod  Family : 
a  Nature  Study " — and  from  long  experience  of 
Mr.  Minchin's  work  in  tliese  studies  a  treat  was 
anticipated,  and  a  goodly  attendance  of  members 
proved  it.  The  pleasure  was  only  deferred  till 
next  month,  when  an  evening  will  be  devoted  to  its 
consideration. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Jack  Ray. 

The  coarse  weather  experienced  last  week  ma- 
terially reduced  the  record  from  the  society's 
stations,  but  there  had  been  sport  at  Parkstone. 
Conger  had  been  taken  up  to  201b.,  bass  up  to  12 Jib., 
and  some  good  pollack.  East  Looe :  pollack  up  to 
16|lb.  ;  very  good  catches  of  mackerel  at  St. 
Ann's,  Alderney,  Swansea ;  good  catches  of 
mullet  at  the  Mumbles.  Langholm,  Border  Esk 
and  Liddle  (fly  only) :  four  sea-trout,  tliirty  herling, 
and  four  and  nineteen  another  rod.  Ullapool 
(Ross) :  good  haddock,  coal-fish,  lythe,  cod  and 
ling,  and  some  flounders.  Lochmady  (Hebrides)  : 
lythe  up  to  101b.  with  spinners,  31b.  with  ordinary 
white  fly.  Sea-trout  fishing  good,  and  plenty  of 
saithe  and  codling. 

A  member  fishing  at  Gairlook  (Ross)  had  been 
taking  conger  and  bream  lythe  up  to  20Jlb.  and 
cod  221b.  The  fishing  on  West  Coast  Scotland 
showed  great  improvement  this  year.  At  Bognor 
another  member  had  red  mullet  from .  the  pier 
while  fishing  for  bass  ;  another  found  Dovei'  harbour 
a  happy  himting  groimd,  taking  a  heavy  weight  of 
fish,  and  good  ones  among  them.  At  Deal,  thus 
early,  two  61b.  codling. 

The  secretary  reminded  the  members  that  the 
exliibition  of  sea-fishing  tackle  opened  at  Clifford's 
Inn  Hall  on  Sept.  21. 

Mr.  Wheeler  had  fished  for  six  weeks  at  Penzance, 
taking  a  great  variety — no  less  than  twenty- two 
different  kinds.  Mr.  Waller  and  wife,  at  Deal, 
had  found  a  scarcity  of  bait,  but  in  the  evening  had 
half -hour's  fishing  from  the  pier.  Mr.  Waller 
secured  three  codling  in  that  time,  IJlb.,  2Jlb.,  and 
BJlb. — a  very  good  performance  thus  early  in  the 
season  in  the  limited  time. 

Mr.  Mailett  reported  for  the  Ballycotton  con- 
tingent, who  had  returned,  a  large  party  of  sixteen, 
but  all  details  are  to  be  embodied  in  a  paper  he 
will  read  to  the  members  next  month.  The  number 
of  fish  taken  has  not  equalled  the  catch  of  previous 
years,  but  the  specimen  fish  had  been  larger. 
Mr.  Clay  called  the  porbeagle  (shark)  a  "horrible 
thing."  They  broke  up  all  the  tackle,  and  he 
regretted  that,  and  jumped  in  the  air  like  mad  things. 
The  giant  skate  was  also  a  "  horrible  thing." 
Catching  him  meant  wait  an  hour,  "  pull  devil, 
pull  baker,"  but  it  was  a  fine  place  to  lose  tackle  in. 

Mr.  Bullock,  sen.,  said  his  big  halibut  fought 
like  a  wild  boar,  and  gave  him  good  sport.  It  was 
in  fine  condition.  This  year  the  ling  had  been 
excellent,  and  haddock  had  been  taken  —  a  new 
experience  ;  pollack  strangely  absent.  Mr.  Howes, 
Mr.  Boydell,  and  Mr.  Basten  added  information, 
and  Mr.  Mailett  said  tlie  best  thing  to  do  with  a 
porbeagle,  when  you  hooked  him,  was  to  cut  and 
save  the  line,  for  the  brutes  ran  8ft.  to  9ft.  long, 
weighing  5cwt.  or  6cwt. 

Keen  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  new 
Mailett  rod  (steel  centre  and  split-cane)  ensued,  and 
the  opinions  expressed  were  very  diverse,  but  it  was 
well  spoken  of.  Mr.  Holmes  said  he  played  two 
skate  of  1201b.  each  at  one  time  on  the  split-cane 
rod  without  steel  centre,  and  it  was  good  enough. 
He  did  not  want  a  steel  centre.  Mr.  Boyton  used 
his  old  pike  rod  cut  down,  and  it  did  well  enough. 
Another  member  said  the  old  greenheart  Mailett 
rod  did  everything  he  wanted;  but  the  general 
opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the  steel  centre  was 
useful. 

On  October  10  a  musical  night  will  be  held,  and 
the  Sarcelle  cup  and  medals  for  the  specimen  fish 
competition  will  be  presented. — H  .P.  [This  report 
was  accidentally  omitted  last  week.] 

Last  Wednesday  (Sept.  26)  the  society's  (Trade) 
tackle  show  at  Clifford's  Inn  "  filled  the  bill," 
and  it  was  only  late  in  the  evening  that  the  members 
foimd  their  way  round  to  the  society  rooms  in 
Fetter-lane.  No  formal  meeting  was,  consequently, 
held,  but  the  station  reports  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ere  the  rooms  closed  there  was  a  big  muster, 
and  much  sea-angling  had  been  talked.  The  weather 
had.  as  usual  at  this  period  of  the  season,  inter- 
fered with  the  fishing.  On  the  North-East  Coast 
the  season  is  yet  too  early.  At  Deal,  however,  the 
codling  had  made  their  appearance,  and  some  good 
work  had  been  done  from  the  pier.  Boat  fishing 
was  much  impeded  by  weather.  On  the  South  Coast 
weather  not  much  better,  but  at  Seaford,  at  intervals 
some  takes  of  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs  had  been 
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NAVY"  MIXTURE 

A  TRULY  DELIGHTFUL  TOBACCO. 


JOHN   F^I^AYER   <&  SON, 

NOTTINGHAM, 

will  forward  Testing  Sample,  post  free,  to  Applicants 
mentioning  this  Paper. 


1/8  per  A-lb.  5d.  per  oz. 
1/6  per  ^i-lb.      4^d.  per  oz. 


"An  invaluable  work  for  the  practical  flsh  breeder,  and  all  who  keep  trout  In  ponds  or 
streams.  "—Fis/ii»<j  Gazette. 

NOW  READY 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow 
Them. 


SIXTH  EDITION 

TROUT 


By  LIVINGSTON  STONE, 

United  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 
16mo.    Illustrated.    Tinted  Paper,  Bevelled  Boards.    12/6  net,  post  free. 
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SEA  TROUT  &  SALMON  FLIES, 

Selections  made  for  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

MILLER'S  GRAYLING  FLIES, 

2/-  per  dozen,  on  Gut,  Hair,  or  Eyed  Hooks. 

GRAYLING   FLY  OASTS, 

Gut  or  Hair,  1/-  eacii ;  Mounted  with  Plies,  1/6  each. 

SALMON    CASTS.    From  2/6  to  10/6  each. 
SEA    TROUT    OASTS,    1/-  and  1/6  each. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

Northern  Anglers' Depot:  19,  NEW  STATION  ST.,  LEEDS. 


secured.  Bognor :  Plaice,  pollack,  and  whiting, 
and  conger  up  to  291b.  In  Wales,  Tenby  reported 
sport  greatly  improved.  Mackerel  in  plenty,  and 
good  takes  of  bass.  Barmouth:  Mackerel  fisliing 
is  at  its  height ;  bass  and  pollack  in  plenty. 

The  fifth  annual  Sea  Tackle  Show,  opened  on 
Friday  (Sept.  21),  has  proved  an  imquestionable 
success.  It  is  open  until  Oct.  3,  from  12  to  9  p.m. 
Owing  to  the  notice  taken  of  it  by  the  Press,  the 
attendance  both  ;of  members  and  of  the  general 
pubUc  has  been  very  large.  The  hall  of  Clifford's 
Inn  lends  itself  well  to  the  purpose,  and  the  leading 
tackle-makers  have  very  generously  and  so  per- 
fectly filled  up  their  stalls  that  there  is  really  nothing 
missing.  Of  novelties  there  are  not  many,  but  the 
steady  improvement  in  both  design  and  manu- 
factm-e  is  most  marked.  And  the  specialisation 
of  the  sport  necessitates  this.  Ajiglers  are  no 
conger  satisfied  mth  rods,  tackle  and  bait  that  will 
catch  anything.  One  man  devotes  himself  to  the 
pollack,  another  to  flatfish,  a  tliird  is  not  satisfied 
unless  he  captures  monsters— gigantic  skate,  the 
huge  tarpon,  and  wicked  conger.  The  cimning 
grey  mullet  taxes  both  man  and  gear,  and  the 
bass  forms  a  cult  apart. 

But  an  exhibition  must  be  visited,  not  read  about ; 
and  so  it  appears  people  are  thinking,  for  the  attend- 
ance mcreases  daily,  and  many  ladies  take  a  lively  j 
interest  in  tackle  they  are  daily  learning  to  handle.  | 
Nothing  seems  to  daunt  them— even  the  monster 
skate  off  the  western  coast  of  Ireland.     Has  not 
Mrs.  I.  M.  Wheeler  taken  a  skate  at  Ballycotton 
weighmg  1441b.  ;   Mrs.  J.  Turner-Tiu-ner  a  tarpon  i 
ot  loOlb.  in  the  Gulf  of  Florida  ;    and  many  of  the 
society's     medals   have   fallen   into   fair  hands 
Mss  Allison  Wolff,  Mrs.  W.  K.  Summers,  Mrs  i 
Hervey-MacLeay,  Mrs.  Hardy  Corfe,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
King,  Mrs.  Aimee  Hussey,  and  names  of  others  are 
inscribed  upon  the  society's  rolls  as  successful 
competitors  for  these  rewards.  i 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  the  Society's  rooms 
at  4,  Fetter-lane.  '  i 

The  exliibits  are  noticed  elsewhere,  but  when 
Hardys,  Carter.  Gamage  (Holborn),  Wyers  Freres 
the  Army  and  Navy  Stores,  Andersons,'  and  others 
have  put  their  best  productions  forward,  the  last 
up-to-date  word  has  been  spoken. 


The  prograimne  for  the  winter  season  and  for  the 
Deal  competition  will  soon  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
members.  H.  P. 


FISH  IN  THE  SEA  OF  GALILEE. 

Sm  Thomas  Brain,  Kt.,  M.D.,  1684,  wrote  "A 
Discourse  on  the  Fishes  Eaten  by  Our  Saviour  with 
his  Disciples  after  his  Resurrection  from  the  Dead  "  ; 
the  following  is  a  short  extract  : — 

"  The  Books  of  Scripture  are  often  silent,  or  very 
sparing,  in  the  particular  names  of  fishes.  For 
when  it  is  declared  what  fishes  were  allowed  the 
Israelites  for  their  food,  they  are  only  set  down 
in  general  which  have  fins  and  scales. 

"  In  the  Book  of  Tobit,  that  fish  which  he  took 
out  of  the  river  is  only  named  a  great  fish,  and 
so  there  remains  much  uncertainty  to  determine 
the  species  thereof.  And  even  the  fish  which 
swallowed  Jonah,  and  is  called  a  great  fish,  and 
commonly  thought  to  be  a  great  whale,  is  not 
received  without  all  doubt  :  while  some  learned 
men  conceive  it  to  have  been  none  of  our  whales, 
but  a  large  kind  of  Lamia.  And  in  the  narration 
of  St.  John,  ch.  xxi.,  v.  9,  10,  11,  13,  the  fishes 
are  only  expressed  by  their  bigness  and  number, 
not  their  names,  and  therefore  it  may  seem  undeter- 
minable wliat  they  were. 

"  Bellonius,  that  diligent  and  learned  traveller, 
informeth  us,  that  the  fishes  of  tliis  Lake  were 
trouts,  pikes,  cheoms,  and  tenches  ;  and  these  kinds 
of  fishes  become  large  and  of  great  growth. 

"  The  River  Jordan  running  tlirough  this  Lake, 
falls  into  the  Lake  of  Asphaltus,  and  hath  no 
mouth  into  the  sea,  which  might  admit  of  great 
fishes,  or  greater  variety  to  come  up  into  it. 

"  And  out  of  the  mouth  of  these  forementioned 
fishes,  might  tlie  Tribute  money  be  taken,  when 
Our  Saviour  at  Capernaum,  seated  upon  the  same 
Lake,  said  to  Peter,  '  Go  thou  to  tlie  Sea,  and  cast 
an  hook,  and  take  up  the  fish  that  firet  cometh  ; 
and  when  thou  hast  opened  his  mouth,  thou  shalt 
find  a  piece  of  money,  that  take  and  give  them  for 
thee  and  me.' 

"  And  this  makes  void  that  common  conceit 
and  tradition  of  the  fish  called  Faber  marinus,  by 


some  a  Peter,  or  Penny  Fish  :  which  having  two 
remarkable  roimd  spots  upon  either  side,  these  are 
conceived  to  be  the  marks  of  St.  Peter's  fingers,  or 
signatures  of  the  money,  for  thougli  it  had  these 
marks,  yet  there  is  no  probability  that  such  kind 
of  fish  were  to  be  found  in  the  Lake  of  Tiberias, 
Geneserah,  or  Galilee,  wliich  is  but  sixteen  miles 
long,  and  six  broad,  and  hath  no  communication 
with  the  sea  ;  for  this  is  a  mere  fish  of  the  sea  and 
salt  water,  and  (though  we  meet  with  some  thereof 
on  our  own  coast)  is  not  to  be  foimd  in  manj'  seas." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — ■ 

3631.  Fisliing.  Patentee:  A.  G.  Bessemer, 
"  Loreto,"  Cottenham  Park-road.  Wimbledon, 
Surrey,  and  T.  Petersen,  Hamilton  House,  Victoria 
Embankment,  London.  Artificial  bait,  fish-hooks, 
ledger  tackle.  Tliis  invention  consists  in  artificial 
bait,  to  -nhich,  by  jerking  the  fisliing  line,  lifelike 
motion  can  be  imparted  resembhng  the  natural 
movements  of  sand-eels,  worms,  fish  and  the  like. 
The  bait  comprises  a  comparatively  heavy  portion 
pro\-ided  with  a  hole  and  elastic  extension  or  body 
and  a  flexible  connection  passing  through  the  liole 
and  attached  to  the  end  of  the  springy  hody.  The 
bait  may  be  made  to  resemble  any  kind  of  fish,  and 
may  be  adapted  as  a  spinning  bait  by  providing 
the  head  with  propeller  blades.  To  prevent  the 
hooks  from  catching  in  the  coils  of  the  body  they 
may  be  provided  with  guards  of  wire  or  bristle. 

Mr.  J.  Hull,  of  59,  Rutland-street,  and  'Sir.  J.  H. 
Gibson,  of  346,  Victoria-street,  botli  of  Grimsby, 
Lincolnshire,  have  invented  new  and  useful  im- 
provements in  fishing.  In  order  to  protect  the 
lower  end  of  trawl  nets  from  breakage  due  to  contact 
with  the  sea  bottom,  a  roller  bearing-surface, 
consisting  of  a  number  of  rollers  mountetl  upon  a 
wire  network,  is  attached  to  the  lower  side  of  the 
net.  The  roUer  device  is,  preferably,  arranged  in 
a  nmuber  of  separate  sections  Aovnx  the  net.  The 
device  also  serves  to  protect  the  fish  from  damage 
by  \aolent 'contact  with  the  sea  bottom. 


StqMn\9f^  »mt,i         Mellozv  fruitfulness. 
Close  hoso7n\inend.  of  the  maturing  sun  ■ 
Cons-ptnvg  with  him  how  to  load  and  bless 
With  fruit  the  vines  that  round  the  thatch-eaves  run 
aJ'T,?          "PP^^^        moss'd  cottage-trees. 
And  fill  all  frutt  tvith  ripeness  to  the  core  ■ 
To  swell  the  gourd  and  plump  the  hazel-shells 
mth  a  sweet  kernel.   Ke-vts 


The  first  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Deal  and 
Walmer  Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  Guild- 
ha  l.  Deal  on  Friday.  28th  inst.  The  president 
(Alderman  F.  H.  J.  Hayward)  occupied  the  chair. 

"  Veeitas."  of  the  AmweU  Magna  Fishery,  sends 
us  a  snapshot  of  a  heap  of  fish,  being  one  portion 
I  slaughtered  through  tlie  pollution 

of  the  River  Lea.  The  lot  contains  310  fish— roach 
perch  jack,  trout,  and  eels.  About  8000  fish  were 
collected  and  buried,  amongst  them  being  a  fine  lot 
ot  roach  weighing  upwards  of  2^1b.  each 


Mb.  Arthur  Newham,  of  Wimbledon  Lake 
travelled  to  Pans  on  Sept.  22  in  order  to  display 
his  prowess  in  the  art  of  fly  and  bait  casting.  He 
used  an  18-ft.  and  14-ft.  Castleconnell  rod  bv  Mr 
John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell.  Needless  to  sav' 
the  Parisians  were  delighted,  and  lie  received  quite 
an  ovation.  ^ 


x^inlfi^fr^v^  Angling  Association 

will  hold  theu-  First  Aniiual  Sea  Angling  Festival  on 

ft^  Z     ^'       ^  ^''"^^^^  ^'id  regulations 

of  the  National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers)  Prize  list 
£70.  Entries  close  noon,  October  1,  at  headquarters' 
Royal  Hotel,  Ramsgate.  All  communications  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  British  Sea  Anglers  Society's  autumn  exhi- 
bition of  sea  fishing  tackle  at  the  Chfford's  Inn  Hall 
has  been  well  patronised  this  week.  As  an  account 
2l  ®  novelties  and  exhibits  appears  elsewhere 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  me  to  "  dwell  "  further 
on  the  subject.  All  I  need  say  is  that  up  to  Wednes- 
day evening  next,  Oct.  3,  there  will  be  an  oppor- 
tumty  for  all  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  the  most 
compact  and  artistic  display  of  all  that  appertains 
to  the  art  of  sea  anghng.  Open  from  12  noon  till 
9  p.m. 

Me.  A.  Waddington  writes:— "The  following 
take  of  sizeable  perch  in  the  Lea  on  this  and  the 
neighbourmg  farm,  between  Hertford  and  Hatfield 
may  be  of  mterest.  Within  the  last  two  months 
I  have  caught  on  rod  and  Une  (bait,  minnows 
gudgeon,  and  lobworms)  eight  perch.  The  peculiar 
feature  of  the  take  is  that  none  of  the  fish  are 
smaU  ones,  the  least  being  lib.  7oz.,  and  the  largest 
21b.  9oz  with  an  average  of  21b.  each.  These 
beautiful  fish  give  capital  sport.  Strange  to  say 
there  seems  to  be  no  small  perch  here,  or,  at  least' 
I  have  taken  none.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  presence  of  some  large  pike.  In  one  week  just 
lately  I  took  one  of  101b.,  and  another  38in  in 
length,  which,  being  somewhat  out  of  condition 
and  deficient  in  depth,  only  scaled  161b.  The  same 
remark  apphes  to  roach  here;  one  rarely  sees  a 
small  one,  although  there  are  plenty  of  small  dace 
Some  time  ago  I  caught  five  roach  in  half-an-hour 
in  one  of  the  holes  here,  the  smallest  1  lb.,  the  largest 
1  lb.  loOz.  If  any  of  your  readers  are  passing  this 
way  I  shaU  be  happy  to  show  specimens  of  these 
roach  and  perch  set  up.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  such  a  consistent  take  of  large  perch  does 
not  create  something  like  a  record  in  small-river 
fishmg." 


Mb  William  Heabder,  of  Plymouth,  writes  — 
Mr.  Henry  Clark,  who  is  fishing  at  Bantham,  has 
sent  me  a  small  turbot  which  measured  about  Sin 
long.  He  says  it  was  caught  by  a  lad  called  Broad 
with  hook  and  line  in  the  tidal  part  of  the  River 
Avon,  at  Bantham.  The  horny  part  underneath 
the  jaw  was  white,  but  all  the  belly  and  back  were 
the  same  dark  colour  peculiar  to  the  turbot  I 
have^often  had  plaice  and  other  flatfish  coloured 
hke  this  but  I  do  not  think  I  have  seen  a  turbot 
so  marked.  I  thought  it  should  be  recorded  for 
luture  reference. 


winter  time  I  does  a  bit  of  pocket-picking  '  "  The 
nussioner  furrowed  his  brow  in  amazement,  asking 
finally,  And  what  happens  then  ?  "  The  convict 
answered  lacomcally,  "  Why,  here  I  am  doin'  a  bit 
of  oakum-picking !  " 


The  Model  Anglers  of  Canterbury  held  their 
fmnual  open  competition  at  Gr^ve  Ferry  on  Simday 
(Sept.  23),  and  proved  a  great  success— quite  an 
array  of  competitors  from  Canterbury,  Heme  Bay 
Addiscombe,  and  London.  Capital  prize  list  con- 
tributed by  their  president,  Mr.  T.  W  Gomm 
(Margate),  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  Mr.  Watson,  etc., 
ilie  leading  prize-winners  were  Mr.  Rawson  (Canter- 
bury, Mr.  A.  Brett  (Canterbury),  Mr.  T  Bligh 
(Canterbury),  Mr.  Osment  (Good  Intent),  etc. 
Mr.  Turmaine  (hon.  sec.)  and  Mr.  J.  Kirby  (keeper) 
olhciated.  Half-season  tickets  will  shortly  be 
particulars,  apply  to  the  headquarters. 
Model  Tavern,  Canterbury. 


Autumn  Golfing. 
Week-end  golfers  are  offered  special  facilities 
by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  for  visiting,  during 
the  autumn  months,  the  fine  and  exhilarating  links 
which  follow  the  line  of  the  Essex,  Suffolk,  and 
Norfolk  coasts.    Diu-ing  October  first  and  third- 
class  restaurant  car  accommodation  will  be  pro- 
vided  on   the   train  leaving   Liverpool-street  at 
1.30  p.m.  for  Felixstowe,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth 
Mimdesley,  Sheringham,  and  Cromer.    For  those 
who  are  desirous  of  returning  on  Sunday  evening 
table  d'hote  dinner  will  be  served  on  the  train  leaving 
Cromer   at   5.45  p.m.  with  which  trains  leaving 
Yarmouth  at  5  p.m.  and  Lowestoft  at  5.8  p.m 
will  connect  at  Ipswich,  and  trains  from  Clacton 
and  Frinton  at  7.16  p.m.  will  connect  at  Colchester 
Express  dinmg  car  trains  will  also  leave  Liverpool- 
street   daily  for   Cromer,    Yarmouth,  Lowestoft 
Felixstowe,  Hunstanton  (and  on  Fridays  to  Shering- 
ham), breakfast  cars  being  run  on  the  morning 
expresses  to  London  from  the  same  resorts. 


The  Tbue  Test  of  Oysters. 
"  The  best  oyster  experts  that  I  know  of,"  said 
the  captain  of  an  oyster  boat,  "  judge  an  oyster  by 
the  smell  instead  of  by  the  taste.    There  is  some- 
thing  about  the  smell  of  any  oyster  that  indicates 
Its  condition  to  me  much  plainer  than  does  the  taste. 
l-eopJe  buy  them  and  eat  them  probably  on  account 
of  their  taste.    So  also  do  they  buy  tea,  coffee,  and 
the  various  grades  of  whisky  and  brandy  for  their 
taste,  but  all  experts  on  those  things  pass  upon 
them  entirely  by  their  smell.    The  professional  tea 
taster  or  whisky  taster,  so  called,  never  tastes  them, 
but  simply  arrives  at  their  taste  by  their  peculiarities 
of  flavour,  or,  to  speak  plainly,  smell.  I  can  tell  what 
price  a  load  of  oysters  -will  be  rated  at  when  they 
arrive  at  the  wharf  here  by  opening  up  the  hold  of 
the  boat  and  smelling.    In  eight  cases  out  of  ten  I 
am  right.    It  strikes  oystermen  as  strange  when 
they  see  persons  going  about  from  boat  to  boat,  as 
they  he  at  the  wharf,  tasting  oysters  before  they 
conclude  to  buy.    Taste  is  all  right,  but  if  they  don'  t 
smell  right  they  will  never  taste  right."— Washina- 
ton  Star.  " 


Old  Ocean's  gray  and  melancholy  waste,— 
Are  but  the  solemn  decorations  all 
Of  the  great  tomb  of  man.    .    .  , 

All  that  tread 
The  globe  are  but  a  handful  to  the  tribes 
That  slumber  in  its  bosom. 


Messrs.  Wyers  Freees  write :  "At  a  recent 
contest  in  the  Sheffield  district  the  first  and  second 
prizes  were  taken  with  our  6x   drawn   gut  and 
Crystal  hooks.    A  Lincoln  angler  last  week,  using 
one  gut  bottom  only,  secured  661b.  of  roach  etc 
in  one  day,  and  the  bottom  was  then  in  good  con- 
dition."   Mr.  E.  Blagrave,  of  the  Blenheim  A  S 
fishmg  in  the  Cohie,  near  Uxbridge,  on  Sept  23 
took  over  151b.  of  roach  (best  lib.  lloz.  and  lib' 
5^02..),  and  a  dace  7ioz.     All  the  fish  were  taken 
on  hair  lines  and  hooks  to  hair  supplied  by  Messrs 
Wyers  Freres,  of  Redditch. 


A  TWENTY-POUND  pike,  measuring  43in.  in 
length,  was  taken  in  Sutton  Park,  Sandy,  Beds  on 
Sept.  17,  by  Mr.  F.  Muirhead. 


Me.  G.  H.  Carpenter  writes  :— "  Last  week 
fishmg  on  Benson  Weir,  I  had  eleven  barbel' 
weighing  411b.,  largest  fish,  61b.,  smallest,  2Uh 
My  swim  was  baited  by  Fred  Havell." 


Friend     Tom  "  writes  :— "  Deae  Drag,— I  was 
fashing  in  a  tidal  river  on  Saturday  last,  and  for 
about  an  hour  of  the  flow  up  both  small  and  large 
fish  were  rising,  scutling,  plunging,  and  splashing 
about,  similarly  to  some  fish  when  spawning  and 
then  ceased.    This  is  the  only  tidal  river  where  I 
have  seen  this  occur  regularly.    Nothing  of  this 
goes  on  on  the  ebb  tide  ;  then  all  is  as  still  as  death 
Tins  game  commences  about  five  miles  from  the  sea 
and  I  believe  it  is  such  fish  as  roach,  bream,  bleak' 
dace  (and  probably  carp  and  perch)  going  upstream 
to  avoid  the  salt  water,  and  not  fish  from  the  sea 
mark  you.    The  question  is,  are  they  or  are  they 
not  feeding  on  something  ;   and,  if  they  are,  have 
you  any  idea  what  it  is  ?    The  water  was  too  thick 
to  see  anything  distinctly.    I 'may  mention  that 
at  this  point  (a  deepish  hole)  I  caught  eight  eels, 
and  not  a  single  crab,  but  about  a  mile  down  stream,' 
m  a  deeper  and  larger  eddy,  every  time  I  cast  in 
they  took  off  every  bit  of  worm  in  a  very  short  time 
and  it  was  a  farce  attempting  to  fish.    It  is  quite 
possible  that  these  small  and  voracious  crabs  did 
not  go  higher  up  the  river  than  this,  and  I  daresay 
that  we  could  not  have  fished  between  this  eddy 
and  the  sea  without  being  pestered  with  them ; 
and  the  higher  the  tide  the  more  they  annoy  one  • 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  if  1  had  not  moved  from  the 
swim  upstream,  I  should  have  fared  much  better." 

Picked  Paes. 
Captain  Spencee,  senior  prison  missioner  of  the 
Church  Army,  tells  a  story  of  a  certain  convict's 
philosophic  view  of  his  existence.  "  Well,  my 
man,"  asked  Captain  Spencer,  "  what  do  you  do 
when  you  are  out  of  prison  ?  "  "  Well,"  said  the 
convict,  "  in  spring  I  does  a  bit  of  pea-picking,  and 
in  the  summer  time  I  does  a  bit  of  fruit-picking, 
and  in  the  autumn  I  does  a  bit  of  hop-picking.'' 
"Oh!"  said  the  captain,  "what  happens  after 
that  ?  "  "  Well,  now,  mister,  "  replied  the  convict, 
I  may  as  well  be  honest,  and  tell  you  that  in  the 


THE  'VARSITY  BOAT  RACE   OF  1839. 
Won  by  a  Quarter  op  a  Mile. 

One  of  the  most  memorable  events  of  the  past 
month,  says  the  Sporting  Review  of  May,  1839  was 
the  Great  Eight-oared  Match  between  the  Uni- 
versities of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  which  came  off 
on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  ultimo  ;  the  course  being 
from  Westminster  Bridge  to  Putney  ;  the  articles 
including  this  important,  and,  as  we  hold  it,  gentle- 
manly one,  "  no  fouling."  Of  course  the  cutters, 
and  all  the  ct  ceteras,  were  as  perfect  as  money 
experience,  and  care  could  make  them.  The  crews 
consisted  of 

Oxford. 

1.  Lee,  Queen's  College. 

2.  Corapton,  Merton  College. 

3.  Maberley,  Christ  Church  College. 

4.  Garnett,  Christ  Church  College. 

5.  Walls,  Brazenose  College. 

6.  Hobhouso,  Balliol  College. 

7.  Poyies,  Balliol  College. 

8.  Bewick  (stroke).  University  College. 
Foulkes  (steerer),  Exeter  College. 

Cambridge- 

1.  Shadwell,  St.  John's  College. 

2.  Smyth,  Trinity  College. 

3.  Abercrombie,  Caius  College. 

4.  Paris,  Corpus  College. 

5.  Penrose,  Trinity  College. 

6.  Yatman,  Caiua  College. 

7.  Brett,  Caius  College. 

8.  Stanley  (stroke),  Jesus  College. 
Egan  (steerer),  Caius  College. 

The  contest  was  a  very  gallant  one,  but  its  result 
far  more  "  hollow  "  than  had  been  calculated  on  ; 
the  Cambridge  men  winning  by  at  least  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  Of  course,  many  reasons  were  urged  by 
the  partisans  of  Isis  for  the  defect  of  her  sons  ;  but 
the  truth  is,  the  Cantabs  were  the  more  accomplished 
oarsmen — the  force  and  quickness  of  stroke  which 
distinguished  their  style  being  the  theme  of  universal 
eulogy.  The  whole  line  of  river  was  as  crowded  as 
a  fair. 


"  A  lar.ge  pike  was  caught  in  the  River  Ouse 
which  weighed  281b.,  and  was  sold  to  a  gentleman 
of  Littlepoint  for  one  guinea.  The  cook  found  in 
the  fish  a  watch,  with  a  black  riband  and  keys, 
maker's  name,  Cranfield  Burnham.  Upon  inquiry, 
the  watch  had  been  sold  to  a  gentleman's  servant,' 
who  was,  imfortunately,  drowned." 


'  I  GOT  as  far  as  Charing  Cross  Station  on  Saturday 
last  to  see  the  members  of  the  Anglo-Frenoh 
Piscatorial  Society  off  to  Paris.  I  am  sorry  I 
was  unable  to  accompany  them.  The  weather 
was  delightful,  but,  owing  to  the  low  and  clear 
water,  the  "  takes "  of  fish  were  so  small 
(as  also  the  fish)  that  the  committee  in  their  wisdom 
decided  to  ballot  for  the  prizes,  which  were  very 
numerous  and  valuable.  The  cup  sent  by  the 
society  was  taken  by  a  French  angler,  and  elsewhere 
is  given  a  snapshot  of  Miss  Maud  Abrahams  present- 
ing it  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture.  It  is  hoped  next 
year  to  fish  .mother  match  in  France,  and  also  to 
try  and  raise  the  standard  of  sizeable  fish  to  be 
taken.  Fish  or  no  fish,  prizes  or  nu  prizes,  the 
"outing"  was  a  most  enjoyable  one. 

Dragnet. 
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For  SUPERIOR  SALMON  &  TROUT  TACKLE 

OUR  SPECIAL  NORTHUMBRIAN  SALMON  ROD. 

VERY  SUPERIOR. 

3  joints,  hickory  butt,  greenheart  centres,  2  tops,  button,  bronzed  fittings,  in  bag  complete : 
15  ft,  35/-;  16  ft.,  40/-;  17  ft.,  4S/-;  IS  ft.,  50/-;  19  ft..  55/-;  20  ft.,  60/-. 

THE  WANSBEGK  TROUTING  ROD. 

2  joints,  all  greenheart,  balanced  handle,  bronzed  fittings  :  8  ft.,  Si  ft.,  9  ft.,  9i  ft., or  10  ft.,  10/6 ; 
lOi  ft.,  11  ft.,  Ui  ft.,  or  12  ft.,  12/6. 

This  Rod  tvill  be  found  everything  that  can  he  desired  both 
in  finish  and  action. 


OUR 
FLIES 


WADERS, 
BROGUES, 


are  tied  on  the  premises  by  a  reliable  and 
expert  Staff. 

Special   Range,  Loch,  Sea  Trout, 
Grilse,  Salmon,  perfectly  tied,  and  grand 
killers. 


StockingTB,  13/6  to  19/6.  Each 


Trousers,  22/6  to  30/- 

pair  Guaranteed. 

Special  Bark,  tanned,  russet  hide,  copper  washered  nails,  most  com- 
fortable Brogue  made,  25/-. 


See  oup  "Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Country,"  Illustrated,  post  free,  3  stamps. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON 


Northern 

J  Anglers'  Resort, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


OGDEN&SGOTFORD'S 

Specialities  for  Summer  Angling. 

9  GOLD  MEDALS,  &c.,  AWARDED. 

The  "MULTUM-IN-PARVO"  Fly  Rod, 
./-       .  „   21/- 


LATEST  TESTIMONIAL. 

"  I  have  sent  you  one  of  your  Multum  Trout  Rods  to  varnish.  The  best 
I  have  ever  seen."  Rkv.  p.  s, 

"  FEATHERWEIGHT  "  Roach  Rod. 

12  to  14  ft.,   very   ligrht,   in  3  or  4  joints,   12/6  each. 
RECENT  TESTIMONIAL  RECEIVED. 

Gt.  George  Street,  Miles  Platting,  Manchester. 
"  A  friend  of  mine  has  just  shown  me  one  of  your  Featherweight  Roach  Rods. 
I  am  highly  pleased  with  it,  and  kindly  desire  you  to  forward  me  a  similar  Rod 
soon  as  possible.    I  enclose  12s.  &d.  for  same."  j.  c. 

The  "TEWKESBURY"  Roach  and 
Bream  Rod. 

10  to  13  ft.,  in  3  pieces,  beautifully  balanced,  10/6  to  12/©  each. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Leicester,  July  23,  1906. 
"The  Roach  Rod  you  made  is  quite  satisfactory.    Balance  and  spring  A  1, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  painstaking  and  skilful  way  you  followed  my 
order."  Yours  faithfully,  W.  H.  W. 

FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES,  2/^  doz. 

All  Angling:  Requisites.  Catalogrueg  Free. 

PITTVILLE  CATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


GRAYLING  SEASON,  1906. 


GR  A  YIuING  FLIES 

are  known  and  used  everywhere,  and  the  reason  is 
that  no  better  can  be  had. 


MR.  FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  (General   Manager  fbr 

Waibran  Limited)  has  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a  grayling  fisher,  and 
has  during  the  past  45  years  fished  almost  every  grayling  stream  of  note  in 
England.  His  personal  attention  is  given  to  every  order,  small  or  large,  and  his 
advice  will  be  freely  given  to  any  customer  requiring  it. 

Special  patterns  faithfully  copied ;  Jackson's,  Whitaker's,  Theakstone's, 
Pritt's,  Rolt's,  Halford's,  and  all  other  authorities'  flies  supplied  either  on  gut, 
hair,  or  eyed  hooks.  


ANGLERS  READ: 

"  GRAYLING,  AND  HOW  TO  CATCH  THEM." 

2/6  post  free. 

"THE  BOOK  OF  THE  GRAYLING."   By  T.  E.  Pritt. 
de  Luxe,  7/6.    Postage,  3d.  extra. 

"  'TWIXT  HUMBER  AND  TWEED."  An  up-to-date  angling  guide  to  both 
salt  and  fresh  water  fishing.  By  P.  G.  Aflalo  and  Francis  M.  Walbran. 
Price  4Jd.  post  free. 


By  F.  M.  Walbran.  Price 
Price  5/6  ;  Edition 


SEND  TO-DAY  FOR  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 


ONLI  ADDKESS: 


WALBRAN  LIMITED 


Central  City  Office  and  Showrooms :  38a,  WELLINGTON  ST.,  LEEDS. 

(By  the  side  of  the  West  Riding  Hotel.) 
  Telegrams:  "Halcyon,  Leeds." 


Telejframs:  "REELS,  NEWARK." 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export 
FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
Acme  Works,  JJE WARK-QI^J-TREISTT. 

The  Largest  Manufacture  f  of  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
for  Bottom  Fishing  in  the  World, 

Slater's  "  PERFECTION  "  for  all-round  bottom  fishing,  made  of  selected  E.I. 
cane  and  greenheart,  fitted  with  2  tops,  best  universal  winch  fittings,  and  splendidly 
finished.    Price,  10,  11,  or  12  ft.  long,  21/-. 

Very  best  quality  WOOD  CENTRE  REELS,  fitted  with  optional  check, 
altuninium  flange,  and  best  quality  and  finish  throughout. 
3  in.  3J  in.  4  in.  in.  5  in. 

10/-  11/-  12/-  13/-  14/-  each. 

The  Leading  and  Largest  Manufacturer  of  Reels  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUES  POST  FREE. 


LONDON  &  NORTH-WESTERN  &  CALEDONIAN  RAILWAYS 

ROYAL  MAIL   WEST  COAST  ROUTE. 

Corridor  Trains,  Luncheon,  Tea,  and  Dining  Cars.   Quickest  Train  Service,  London, 
Birmingham,  Bristol.  Liverpool,  and  Manchester  to  Glasgow  (Central). 

ADDITIONAX  and  ACCELERATED  TRAINS,   SEPTEMBER,  1906. 


London  (Euston)   dep. 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

PM 

A 

PM 

B 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

PM 

5.15 

9.55 

10.  0 

10.  5 

11.30 

2.0 

7.45 

S.  0 

8.50 

9.  0 

11.35 

11.50 

Edinburgh  (Prlnce3-st.)  arr. 

PM 

PM 

FM 

FM 

FM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

AM 

3.  0 

6.10 

7.55,10.30 

0.40 

7.35 

3.  0 

6.15 

7.55  10.20 

8.15 

7.50 

4.20 

N   .  C 

7.  3 

9.1811.  8 

d7.59 

9.49 

4.34 

7.15 

9.33  11.22 

C8.17 

9.10 

a8.54 

= 

4.45 

8.50 

C1155 

c2.22 

5.30 

8.  0 

12.25  a4  40 

6.20 

8.35 

dS.SO 

Inverness  (via  Dunkeld)  ,, 

?M 

c5.10!a9.  8 

1.50 

b7.15 

til 

8.45 

1.  6 

6.35 

d9.45 

9.  5 

a 

10.20 

3.  5 

7.15 

dll25 

Ballater  , 

C8.55 

9.45 

2.  0 

Inverness  (via  Aberdeen)  ,, 

C7.35 

12.  5 

6.  0 

A— This  train  does  not  run  on  Saturday  nights. 
B— Saturdays  e.xcepted. 

a— Arrives  Oban  7.30  p.m.  on  Fridays,  b— Arrives  Dundee  (West)  6.50  p.m.  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays,  c— Sundays  e.xcepted.  d— On  Sunday  morning  arrive  Greenock  8.16  a.m.,  Perth  8.46  a.m.  . 
Dundee  9.15  a.m.,  and  Aberdeen  11.30  a.m. 

For  further  particulars  see  the  Companies'  Time  Tables,  Guides,  and  Notices. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON.  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway, 
„    .     .  R-  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 
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must  anrSo^  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  liad  another  spell  of  dry  weather,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  all  our  rivers  are  low  and 
fine,  and  it  will  take  a  lot  of  rain  to  bring  them  into 
condition  again,  as  all  our  waters,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  of  our  large  pools,  are  in  a  very 
stale  condition.  But  with  all  this  sport  all  round 
has  been  good  on  the  whole,  and  good  catches  have 
been  made  from  rivers,  pools,  and  canals.  The 
members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  have 
done  well  on  the  River  Penk  again,  and  good 
bags  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  chub  have 
been  taken,  some  of  the  fish  being  up  to  the  specimen 
standard.  Matters  have  been  quiet  on  the  Trent ; 
the  gentle  has  been  the  means  of  taking  a  few  roach. 
Bream  and  roach  are  still  affording  good  sport  on 
the  Avon.  Very  little  has  been  done  at  some  of  the 
public  resorts,  but  the  members  of  the  clubs  who 
rent  private  stretches  of  the  river  have,  in  many 
instances,  done  well  with  the  bream  and  the  roach 
at  Binton  and  Bidford.  Good  sport  has  been 
had  with  the  latter  fish,  bags  of  81b.  have  been 
common.  Two  members  of  the  Aston  Britannia, 
fishing  their  club  water  at  Harvington,  caught 
941b.  of  bream  in  two  days.  Pike  are  just  now 
beginning  to  move,  and  several  nice  fish  have 
already  been  taken.  Good  reports  of  all  kinds  of 
fish  being  taken  at  Evesham,  but  matters  are 
quiet  in  the  Pershore  and  Defford  portion  of  the 
river.  Some  few  decent  catches  have  been  had 
from  the  Highley  and  Hampton  Lode  portions  of 
the  Severn,  but  heavy  rains  are  requiredto  clear  away 
the  weeds  that  have  accumulated  during  the  late  dry 
season.  Some  of  our  small  streams  near  to  our  city 
have  been  successfully  fished.  Eels,  bream  and  roach 
have  been  taken  of  a  good  size  from  our  canals 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  city.  Fair  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  Tamworth  district. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  fishing  continue?  to  be  well  sustained  on 
the  Witham.  and  recent  captures  have  frequently 
gone  up  to  IGlb.  and  181b.  Some  fine  individual 
fish,  too,  have  been  caught,  quite  a  number  going 
up  to  Ijlb.  apiece.  The  splendid  stretch  of  the 
Witham  between  Langriek  and  Anton  Gowts  Lock 
is  at  present  furnishing  splendid  roach  fishing.  Of 
the  minor  drains  in  the  Boston  district,  the  Cow- 
bridge  continues  to  yield  the  best  sport.  The 
members  of  the  Sleaford  Anglers'  Association  had 
their  first  match  of  the  season  on  Sept.  20.  They 
journeyed  by  train  to  Boston,  and  then  drove  to 
the  Cowdyke  Drain.  The  match  continued  for 
three  hours,  and  very  small  catches  were  made. 
First,  Mr.  Tom  Burton  ;  second,  Mr.  W.  C.  Key ; 
third,  Mr.  R.  Bonner,  jun.  ;  fourth,  Mr.  W.  Coleby  ; 
fifth,  Mr.  W.  Walsh,  \\va.  During  the  week  the 
Glen  at  Surfleet  has  shown  a  great  improvement, 
and  the  weeds  having  been  out  there  is  every  indica- 
tion that  those  patronising  its  banks  will  be  amply 
repaid  with  good  sport. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  River  Hull  is  now  in  very  fair  condi- 
tion in  the  top  stretches,  roach  and  dace  in  fair 
quantities  being  taken  at  Wliinhill  Lock,  Wansford, 
and  Brigham.  I  also  hear  of  a  good  trout  of  21b. 
12oz.  being  taken  at  Frodingham  Beck-end,  by 
worm  fishing,  but  the  season  closes  on  Oct.  1,  and 
so  far  as  the  trout  season  is  concerned  on  our  local 
river  —  the  Hull — it  has  been  very  poor  indeed. 
Yet  up  to  the  present  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  river  the  coarse  fish  season  has  been  good, 
especially  for  large  roach,  several  good  catches 
being  made  at  Beverley  Beck  and  Wawne,  the 
fish  going  from  1  lb.  to  l^lb.  each,  chiefly  with 
paste,  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  from  Cicey 
down  to  Burton  Hall  providing  the  biggest  fish. 
The  River  Ludd  in  Lincolnshire  has  also  the  present 
season  provided  match  fishermen  by  far  the  best 
sport  all  round,  good  catches  being  made  in  almost 
every  match,  and  up  to  201b.  12oz.  being  taken  in 
an  individual  catch,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Broad- 
with,  of  the  New  Town  Angling  Association.  The 
West  Hull  Angling  Association  also  fished  at  Austin 
Fen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  taking  first  prize  with  11  lb. 
odd,  Mr.  Geo.  Cheeseman  being  second  with  81b. 
9ioz. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

All  manner  and  kinds  of  angling  are  very  slack 
up  here,  if  exception  be  made  to  the  evening  and 
night  fishing  for  sea-trout.  With  the  long  spell  of  dry 
weather  we  have  had,  and  are  having,  the  streams 
have  dwindled  down  to  Bummer  level,  and  are 
running  gin  clear.    Day  fishing  for  brown  trout, 
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usually  very  good  in  this  the  last  month,  has, 
through  the  above  circumstances,  been  very  poor, 
or,  to  put  it  more  correctly,  not  worth  following. 
The  Kent  now  holds  a  really  grand  lot  of  heavy 
fish,  and,  with  a  bit  of  luck,  during  the  coming 
spawning  time,  things  have  a  bright  outlook  for  the 
future.  This  applies  also  to  the  Bela.  where  the 
head  of  fish  is  a  big  one.  The  present  low  state  of 
the  streams  is  preventing  much  chance  of  anyone 
taking  a  salmon,  as  it  also  is  preventing  the  run  of  the 
backend  fish — usually  big  ones— from  the  estuaries. 
The  fine  weather  and  low  waters  are,  however, 
fa^•ourable  for  the  night  fishing  for  the  present 
moon  for  sea-trout,  and  some  little  lots  are  being 
taken.  A  good  one  of  4pb.  was  killed  on  the'.Waste 
(Kent)  on  the  evening  of  Sept.  20  by  Mr.  H.  Hayes, 
and  other  lots  up  to  eight  or  nine  fish  per  rod  per 
night  are  fairly  numerous.  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman 
killed  a  fine  brown  trout  of  20oz.  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Kent  on  Tuesday. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  (Saturday)  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
will  be  lined  with  match  fishers,  from  Worsley  to 
Astley  specially.  Amongst  other  clubs  are  the  Di.xon 
Green,  Albion,  Bird-in-Hand,  Worsley  Pride,  and 
others.  The  annual  of  the  Stockport  County  Anglers 
was  decided  at  Bangor  on  Dee  last  Monday.  The 
river  was  low  and  clear,  and  in  consequence  sport 
was  not  of  the  best.  Mr.  T.  Swarbrick  headed  the 
list  and  also  won  a  special.  Gorton  clubs  are  all 
alive  with  contests,  etc.  The  Queen's  Angling 
Society,  Patricroft,'had  a  poor  time  of  it  at  Irlam  on 
the  23rd.  Tliere  are  plenty  of  fish  there,  but  they 
were  not  on  the  feed. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  is  about  the  busiest  autumn  we  have  had  for 
several  years  past,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  fine 
weather  and  the  excellence  of  sport  with  coarse  fish. 
The  win  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Teale  last  Sunday  in  the 
"  30  "  Club's  match  was  a  popular  one.  Mr.  F.  Garner 
last  Sunday  fished  in  two  matches  and  won  two 
seconds,  one  at  Poynton,  the  other  at  Prestwich. 
Great  preparations  are  in  hand  for  the  big  stocking 
match  on  Oct.  ^6.  Mr.  Lawley  and  his  committee 
are  working  hard  for  the  success  of  this  event. 
Mr.  H.  Berry,  of  this  city,  reports  good  sport  from 
Nottingham,  where  he  is  staying  for  the  present. 
Capt.  Rammell,  a  Manchester  rod,  has  had  a  fine  pike 
from  Lough  Conn.  Last  year,  from  the  same  water, 
he  had  tliree,  21  lb.,  291b.,  and  32|lb.,  all  taken  with 
Hardy  Bros,  spoons. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  niornings  begin  to  grow  colder,  and  with 
night  frosts  intervening,  there  will  be  an  end  to  the 
barbelling  season.  Of  late  some  very  good  fish  have 
been  caught  and  they  will  continue  to  feed  so  long 
as  the  nights  are  not  too  severe.  On  the  Shardlow 
waters,  on  Sept.  22,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  was  again  to 
the  fore,  taking  ten  handsome  fish  with  the  worm, 
and  several  have  been  killed  in  the  Fiskerton  and 
Stoke  districts  by  Mr.  J.  Bailey,  Mr.  J.  Stanley  and 
Mr.  W.  Rayson,  the  last-named  scoring  with  one  or 
two  gentles  impaled  on  a  No.  12  hook.  He  was 
actually  engaged  in  swimming  for  dace.-  Mr.  H.  E. 
Birks  had  eight  big  chub  to  greaves  on  the  Shard- 
low  stretch  on  Sept.  22,  and  this  class  of  bait  has 
accounted  for  barbel  on  the  Averham  weirs  and 
Holme  Pierrepont  lengths.  Good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  amongst  roach  at  Cavendish  Bridge  by  Mr. 
H.  Harriman,  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  Mr.  Hughes  and  other 
members  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  and  I  hear 
that  Mr.  Houghton  has  secured  three  very  choice 
pike  to  the  spinner.  The  weeds  are  now  beginning 
to  disappear,  and  the  disappearance  will  give  the 
wielders  of  the  spinning  rod  a  much  better  chance. 
Some  bream  (twelve)  caught  in  Hickling  basin 
on  the  Grantham  Canal  by  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  of  our 
city,  weighed  over  401b. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  grand  for  angling  this  week, 
sunny  days  and  cold  nights,  with  fog — ideal  gray- 
ling weather — but  not  many  rods  have  been  out. 
The  rivers  are  so  low  and  stale  that  good  sport 
could  not  be  expected,  still  several  have  had  capital 
creels  of  fish,  but  some  had  to  go  far  afield  for 
their  sport.  Dr.  Crow  had  fine  sport  among  the 
rainbows  at  Blagdon  Lake.  He  caught  eleven  fish 
weighing  32Jlb.  Mr.  Martin  Jones,  in  the  Teme, 
near  Ludlow,  had  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  and 
five  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling,  two  IJlb.  each. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Avery,  of  the  Bull's  Head  Club,  fishing 
the  Severn  at  Holt  in  a  few  hours  on  Friday 
last  (Sept.  21)  caught  (iOlb.  of  fine  chub  weighing 
up  to  3Jlb.  each,  and  also  a  beautiful  trout, 
and  Mr.  R.  H.  Truman  among  his  catch  a  grand 
chub  weighing  41b.  lO^oz,  this  in  the  Teme  at  Leigh, 
and  Mr.  Lewis  had  twenty-two  extra  fine  dace  in 


September  29,  1906 


tho  Teme  above  Martley.  There  have  been  several 
club  contests  in  the  Avon,  which  were  successful. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  Club  had  their  fourth  competi- 
tion at  Defford,  Mr.  Willis,  Railway  Inn,  providing 
the  water ;  1st  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Hyett ; 
2ad,  L.  Knigh  ;  3rd,  G.  Bradley;  4th,  W.  Pulling; 
Mr.  R.  Griffiths,,  though  not  in  the  first  four,  win- 
ning the  CUD  for  the  greatest  aggregate  weight  of 
fish  taken  during  the  season.  The  Fountain  Club 
had  a  bye  contest,  and  there  were  twelve  good 
prizes  to  compete  for,  and  they  were  all  won,  Mr. 
R.  Brown  being  1st,  T.  Sutton  2nd,  W.  Bateraan 
3rd,  S.  Osborne  4th,  F.  Briggs  5th,  J.  Priest  6th, 
T.  Jones  7th,  C.  Preece  8th,  H.  Hodges  9th,  C. 
Robinson  10th,  A.  Cotton  11th,  C.  Ricketts  12th. 
The  Working  Men's  Club  had  their  third  contest  at 
Defford,  the  water  being  very  rough,  and  only  part 
of  the  prizes  were  won. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  last-of-the-season  matches  in  connection 
with  local  angling  clubs  took  place  on  Sept.  22, 
when  prizes  were  awarded.  Forty-one  rodmen  took 
part  in  the  York  Cocoa  Works'  competition,  in  the 
Ouse,  at  Wheldrake.  A.  Sherwood  headed  the 
winners  with  2!b.  8|oz. ;  S.  Smith,  lib.  15Joz.,  was 
second  ;  F.  Henderson's  catch  of  1  lb.  9|oz.  included 
the  largest  fish  other  than  roach,  and  J.  T.  Ridsdel 
had  the  biggest  roach,  whilst  G.  W.  Ridsdel  took 
the  prize  for  the  best  catch  for  first  year  members. 
A  moderate  catch  was  made  by  members  of  the  George 
Inn  A.  A.  at  Elvington,  the  water  being  very  low. 
Arthur  Rudd  did  best ;  D.  Precious  was  second,  and 
W.  A.  Plows  third.  The  latter  won  the  special  for 
the  best  fish  caught.  Slow  sport  was  experienced 
at  the  Central  and  St.  James's-street  Adult  Schools 
second  match  at  Svitton-on-Derwent,  the  water 
being  low  and  clear.  C.  MacDonald  caught  the 
most  fish,  which  weighed  1  lb.  OJoz.  A  large 
variety  of  fish  comprised  E.  Ridsdel's  creel, 
and  he  took  the  special.  The  visitors'  prize  was 
won  by  H.  Willis.  T.  Spence  did  the  best  for  the 
Clarence  Working  Men's  A.  C.  at  Elvington,  with 
1  lb.  5oz.  Splendid  weather  favoured  the  Leeman- 
road  and  Phoenix  W.M.C.'s  at  a  sweepstakes  at 
Newton  -  on  -  Ouse  ;  but  the  catch  proved  dis- 
appointing, for  out  of  thirty-four  anglers  only 
a  score  or  so  had  anything  to  weigh.  J.  Wilson, 
lib.  9|oz.,  was  first.  Guildhall  Ward  (York) 
A. A.  closed  the  season  at  Linton-on-Ouse,  and  at  a 
recent  "  smoker,"  held  at  headquarters,  honours 
were  distributed  to  W.  Henderson,  61b.  Ifoz.,  first ; 
W.  Hudson,  31b.  12|oz.,  second;  W.  Plows,  lib. 
\5\o7..,  third,  and  others,  there  being  nineteen  prize- 
winners. W.  Henderson  won  Mrs.  Woollen's  special 
and  the  prize  for  the  aggregate  for  the  season's 
three  matches  with  the  splendid  total  of  23lb.  ISfoz. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  continues  very  sultry  and  bright, 
and  sport  has  been  generally  backward  in  conse- 
quence, and  in  some  parts  little  or  nothing  has 
been  done.  Rain  is  required  before  any  decent 
sport  can  be  expected  on  any  of  the  rivers.  Sea 
angling  is  in  full  swing  and  good  sport  has  been  the 
rule  generally  along  the  coasts,  especially  on  the 
western  coast.  The  fish  principally  had  consisted 
of  pollack,  whiting,  gurnard,  scad,  bream,  congers, 
and  haddocks.  At  the  last  Kenmare  (co.  Kerry) 
Petty  Sessions  Mr.  R.  J.  Sandles,  clerk  to  the  local 
Board  of  Conservators,  prosecuted  two  men,  named 
Timothy  Flynn  and  William  Gill,  for  having  in 
their  possession  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Slaheny 
deleterious  matter  for  the  destruction  of  fish  on  the 
morning  of  August  8  last.  Sergeant  Flaherty  and 
Constable  Gilhooly  having  proved  the  cases,  each  of 
the  defendants  was  fined  £6,  and  Flynn,  who  was 
also  charged  with  using  a  gaff,  was  fined  10s.  for 
doing  so. 

NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 

The  situation  in  the  North  is  very  bad  just  now, 
the  great  majority  of  the  rivers  being  lower  than 
they  have  been  for  a  very  long  period.  Unless  a 
change  comes  in  a  very  short  period  sport  will  end 
up  wretchedly  on  the  rivers  which  close  on  Sept.  30. 
By  the  permission  of  Sir  F.  E.  W.  Macnaghten, 
Bart.,  H.M.L.,  the  members  of  the  R.l.C.  (Belfast) 
Angling  Club  held  a  trout-fishing  competition  on 
the  Bush  at  Dervock  on  Sept.  25.  The  river  was  low, 
and  sport  all  round  was  poor.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  competition, which  lasted  from  11  o'clock  a.m.  till 
3-45  p.m.,  the  following  award  was  made  by  the 
Competition  Committee:  1st  prize,  Constable  P. 
McGreal,  eleven  trout  ;  2nd,  Sergeant  Henry 
Broderick,  five  ;  3rd,  Constable  P.  O'Sullivan,  four ; 
4th,  Head-Constable  A.  Fogarty,  three ;  5th,  Con- 
stable J.  Curran,  three;  6th,  Constable  Thomas 
Coffee,  three ;  7th,  Constable  James  McGowan, 
three ;  8th,  Constable  Harrison,  two ;  consolation 
prize  for  heaviest  trout  caught.  Constable  W. 
Price. 
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iloRE  perfot't  weather  for  the  liarvest  could  not 
be  desired — more  trying  to  the  angler  could  not  bo 
devised.  A  tliunder  shower  or  two  would  do  the 
stocks  no  harm  and  the  streams  a  lot  of  good. 


The  only  sport  agoing  in  the  North  is  in  the 
reaches  of  the  Spey  abont  Rothos  and  Craigollachie, 
although  the  estuaries  and  inland  waters  are  all 
right. 

The  estuaries  being  tidal  there  is  a  chance  twice 
every  twenty-four  liours  of  either  a  finnook  or 
sea-trout,  and  good  baskets  are  being  made  by 
those  turning  out  in  the  mornings. 


The  Cinnamon  and  Silver  is  the  most  popular 
fly  with  finnock  all  over  the  North.  Its  half-brother, 
Dr.  Fowler,  has  a  red  wool  body  instead  of  the 
silver.  And  with  either  tlie  one  or  the  other  Mr. 
A.  M.  Robb,  Aberdeen,  had  a  salmon  of  61b.  and 
three  finnock  on  one  occasion,  and  twelve  fine 
finnock  on  another. 


The  King  and  Queen  are  both  to  be  in  Aberdeen 
this  week,  and  everybody  that  is  anybody  is  there 
to  assist  in  the  Quator  Centenary  .celebrations  of 
the  ancient  imiversity  and  the  opening  of  the 
reconstructed  college  in  the  city — -the  finest  granite 
building  in  the  world. 

Overnight  frosts  are  tending  to  keep  the  rivers 
small  and  clear,  and  at  the  very  lowest  ebb.  Only 
in  a  breeze  is  it  possible  to  get  a  rise,  and  yet  one 
can  see  the  fish  moving  away  into  the  deeper  parts 
of  the  pool  at  one's  approach. 


The  King  left  Tulchan  Lodge,  Speyside,  on 
Jlonday  morning  (Sept.  24),  and  motored  via 
Dufftown  and  Huntly  to  Balmoral,  which  was 
reached  at  4  p.m. 

There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good*season  on  the 
Deveron.  The  month  of  October  is  always  the 
best  month  for  the  big  fish.  All  that  is  needed 
is  a  good  spate.  ' 


The  i^ublic  incjuiry  into  the  shooting  of  a  gillie 
on  the  moors  took  place  before  the  Sheriff  and  a 
jury  last  week,  when  both  Mr.  Masson  and  his  son 
who  fired  the  fatal  shot  were  examined.  They 
expressed  their  deep  regret  at  the  sad  accident, 
and  said  that  every  reparation  would  be  made  to 
the  parents.  It  was  piu'ely  accidental,  and  a 
verdict  was  entered  accordingly. 

Special  Scotch. 


ENGLISH  ANGLING  CHAMPIONSHIP. 


1.  The  angling  competitions  in  connection  with 
the  silver  cup  and  gold  and  silver  medals  given  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Mirror  shall  be  called 
"  Tlie  English  Championship  Competition" 

2.  The  competition  to  be  strictly  confined  to  the 
variovis  associations  which  may  from  time  to  time 
be  affiliated  to  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers 
(hon.  secretary,  Thos.  W.  Bedford,  57,  Dorset-street, 
Bolton),  and  that  body  shall  transact  all  business 
in  connection  with  all  future  competitions 

3.  Every  association  sliall  be  entitled  to  enter  a 
team  of  twelve  competitors.  The  names  of  members 
composing  the  team  shall  be  forwarded  to  tlie 
competition  secretary  at  least  seven  days  previous 
to  the  day  fixed  for  the  competition. 

4.  The  details  of  all  future  competitioAs  shall  be 
decided  at  the  meetings  of  the  annual  conference  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Anglers,  or  their 
nominees,  at  times  and  places  as  may  be  necessary. 
The  decisions  at  the  annual  conferences  shal  be 
final. 

5.  The  fu'st  competition  shall  be  held  in  the  River 
Thames  at  Pangbourne  on  Monday,  Oct.  15,  1906, 
and  future  ones  at  different  angling  centres,  the 
venue  to  be  selected  by  the  representatives  at  the 
annual  conference.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Federation  to  give  every  affiliated  association  the 
opportunity  of  having  a  match  in  its  district  until  a 
full  cycle  has  been  run.  After  this  tlie  procedure 
will  bo  continued.  The  association  selected  shall 
undertake  to  provide  the  most  suitable  water  for 
so  important  an  event,  to  make  all  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  contest,  and  to  manage  the  match  for 
that  year. 

6.  The  competition  shall  be  a  "  peg  down  "  one. 
Pegs  to  be  at  least  30ft.  apart,  where  practicable. 
The  draw  for  positions  shall  be  so  that  there  is  a 
member  of  every  team  in  the  fii'st  set  of  swims 
(according  to  the  number  of  entries),  and  the  same 
order  of  procedure  shall  be  observed  until  the  whole 
of  the  competitors  have  been  drawn.    The  draw 


shall  take  place  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two 
members  of  each  team.  Competitors  on  being  drawn 
may  proceed  to  their  pegs,  but  must  not  on  any 
accoimt  ground  bait  the  swim,  wet  a  line,  plumb  tho 
depth,  or  disturb  the  water  previous  to  the  signal 
being  given  to  start. 

7.  Competitors  to  have  in  use  only  one  rod,  one 
line  and  one  hook  at  one  and  the  same  time.  No 
competitor  will  be  allowed  to  have  a  second  rod  put 
together.  Any  bait  may  be  used,  except  live  or 
dead  fish. 

^  8.  Competitors  must  play  and  land  their  own  fish 
and  must  signal  to  the  steward  upon  landing  a 
sizeable  fish  by  calling  out  "  Fish."  The  sizes  of 
takeable  fish  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  Thames 
standard,  as  follows  : — Pike,  18in.  ;  perch.  Sin.  ; 
chub,  lOin.  ;  roach,  7in.  ;  dace,  6in.  ;  barbel,  16in.  ; 
grayling,  12in.  ;  bream,  lOin.  ;  carp,  lOin.  ;  tencli. 
Sin.  ;  rudd,  6in.  ;  gudgeon,  4ui.  Trout,  eels,  bleak, 
pope,  minnows,  and  other  fish  not  mentioned  in  the 
the  foregoing  standard  will  not  bo  eligible  for 
weighing  in. 

9.  A  steward  shaU  be  stationed  to  watch  and 
answer  the  calls  of  every  six  competitors,  and  keep 
a  record  of  the  fish  caught  by  same. 

10.  The  individual  catch  when  brought  to  the 
weighing-in  room  shall  be  compared  with  the 
steward's  record,  and,  if  correct,  shall  be  added  to 
the  bag  of  the  association  he  represents.  The  team 
having  the  heaviest  bag  shall  be  declared  winners  of 
the  championship.  The  association  shall  be  pre- 
sented with  the  cup  and  the  title  of  English  Angling 
Champions,  and  each  member  of  the  team  with  a 
suitably  engraved  gold  medal  recording  the  same. 
Ths  members  of  the  team  having  the  second 
heaviest  bag  shall  be  presented  with  suitably 
engraved  silver  medals.  The  prize  distribution 
shall  be  held  at  a  time  and  place  as  may  be  hereafter 
decided  by  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers. 

11.  The  signals  to  commence  and  cease  fishing  will 
be  given  by  an  official  of  the  Federation.  The 
duration  of  the  match  shall  be  six  hours,  or  as  near 
that  time  as  may  be  convenient.  Any  alteration 
of  the  time  will  be  notified  to  all  competitors  before 
the  commencement  of  the  competition. 

12.  All  protests  must  be  made  in  writing,  and 
lodged  with  the  competition  secretary  or  official 
starter  wthin  one  hour  after  the  close  of  the 
weighing-in. 

13.  The  holders  of  the  cup  shall,  upon  presen- 
tation, give  a  guarantee  for  its  safety,  and  shall 
deliver  up  same  to  the  National  Federation  of 
Anglers  at  least  fourteen  days  previous  to  tlie  date 
of  the  presentation  to  the  winners  of  each  current 
year's  championship,  to  enable  necessary  engraving 
to  be  done. 

In  accordance  with  Rule  5,  the  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, London,  are  managing  the  competition  for 
the  year  1906.  Entry-forms  and  all  business  in 
connection  with  the  competition  must  be  addressed 
to  R.  G.  Woodruff,  38,  Frisby-road,  Stamford  Hill, 
London,  N. 


|ls50Cttttion;5,  efc. 

AiTGLEBS'  Association. 
The  general  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  I,  at  8.30  p.m.  In  consequeace 
of  the  National  Angling  Championship  being  held 
at  Pangbourne  on  Monday,  Oct.  15,  tlie  delegate 
meeting  will  be  postponed  until  Oct.  22. — R.  G. 
WooDBurF. 

Anglo-Fbench  Piscatobials. 
President  Sheldon  occupied  the  chair  at  Wednes- 
day's meeting,  Mr.  Fischer  in  the  vice-chair.  Anew 
member  was  elected,  and  the  reports  of  members 
showed'that  good  sport  had  been  had  during  the 
week.  A  large  contingent  visited  Paris  on  Sept.  23 
to  fish  in  the  International  Tournament,  amongst 
whom  were  President  Sheldon,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobs, 
Mr.  and  Mr.3.  Franco,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claverie,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Petis,  Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  and  Miss  Maud 
Abraham?,  Mr.  A.  Newham,  Mr.  Simmons,  and  others. 
The  chief  topic  of  conversation  was  the  result  of 
the  match.  Owing  to  the  extremely  low  and  bright 
condition  of  the  water  the  fish  taken  were  so  small 
and  30  few  that  the  committee  decided  to  abandon 
the  conte3t,  and  as  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
same  competitors  to  fish  another  day  the  prizes 
were  balloted  for.  ■  There  were  eight  prizes  awarded 
to  our  club,  but  as  we  went  to  Paris  to  fish  we  have 
arranged  for  the  said  prizes  to  be  fished  for  in  the 
Thames  amongst  the  members  of  our  own  society. 
Date  later. — R.  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  Sept.  19.  Two 
new  members  were  elected,  and  applications  for 
particulars  with  a  view  to  membersliip  were 
received.  It  was  annomiced  that  Messrs.  C.  J. 
Tuckwell  and  W.  Wilkinson  had  beaten  their 
respective  opponents  in  the  first  round  for  tho 


club  cup,  and  that  Mr,  fiftgo  had  takon  few  nice 
samples  of  roach,  Mr.  LoiiSonsikiJh/dftCD  and  roach 
at  Harefield,  and  Mr.  J.  ,  WilkinS(/n/>-9ijil!h  from 
Denham  Strait  on  Sept.  IH.  ^l/t.j  E,  BlaKrwvo, 
who  had  attended  tlio  usual  monthly  meeting  of 
delegates  to  the  Anglors'  Association  on  Sept.  17, 
gave  a  report  of  what  took  place  at  that  meeting, 
and  was  suitably  thanked.  Mr.  Broarton  placed 
on  the  trays,  in  the  course  of  tho  evening,  a  bag 
of  nice  perch  (total  71b.  13oz. )  from  a  private  lake, 
also  rudd  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson  six  good-sized 
dace  from  the  Society's  Harefield  fishery.  The 
usual  monthly  meeting  of  tho  committee  will  bo 
held  on  Oct.  4,  at  S.30  p.m.  This  last  wook-end, 
from  Harefield,  Messrs.  Wilkins  and  Wood-Barrett 
had  roach,  Mr.  Yarham  dace,  and  Messrs.  Moffatt 
and  Swain  about  three  dozen  roach  from  Denham 
Strait,  all  well  over  the  society's  standard. 
From  the  Colne  Mr.  Dalmer  took  four  nice 
perch,  Mr.  Bainton  some  first-class  roach,  dace, 
and  a  chub  21b.,  and  Mr.  Blagravo  over  15lb. 
of  roach  (best  lib.  lloz.  and  lib.  51oz.),  besides 
jack,  dace,  and  perch  ;  a  decent  show  of  fish,  con- 
sidering there  was  a  stiffish  north  wind  blowing 
downstream. — B.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Masons'  Hall 
Tavern  on  Sept.  25  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  very  efficiently 
presiding.  Among  the  fishing  reports  to  hand  were 
those  of  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh,  some  thirty  dace  and 
roach  ;  Mr.  F.  Ranken,  tench  and  jack  ;  whilst 
in  various  localities  Messrs.  Beaumont,  Higgs, 
Hurren,  and  T.  Gilbert,  had  had  more  or  less  sport 
with  perch,  roach,  etc.  Sea-fishing  off  Leigh, 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Worsley  had  had  a  good  imited 
catch  of  four  score  flat-fish.  A  gentleman  was 
nominated  for  membership ;  ballot  Oct.  9.  Tho 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  a  very 
pleasant  smelting  concert.  A  capital  programme 
of  songs  and  recitations  by  the  following  rriembers 
and  friends :  Messrs.  Cox,  Norman,  Frost,  White, 
Price,  Wheeler,  Fountain,  Green  and  Stapleton — • 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  being  musical  director — was  very 
successfully  accomphslied,  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett  being 
all  that  could  be  wished  at  the  piano.  At  the  close 
hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  all  who  had  contributed, 
to  Mr.  Cox,  and  to  the  chairman — the  two  latter 
with  musical  honours  —  were  awarded,  the 
National  Anthem  concluding  a  very  enjoyable 
evening.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that  on 
Oct.  2  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  will  read  a  paper  on  "  The 
Balance  of  Rods."  Also,  that  on  Oct.  6,  7,  8,  and  9, 
there  wiU  be  a  week-end  competition  for  chub. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

The  annual  summer  dinner  was  held  at  the 
Ship,  Leigh  -  on  -  Sea,  on  Sept.  22.  A  com- 
petition preceded  at  Southend,  and  piloted  by 
S.  Childs  in  the  Britannia  the  members  and 
visitors  had  an  enjoyable  afternoon's  outing.  Fish 
were  by  no  means  plentiful,  yet  the  tliree  members' 
and  visitors'  prizes  were  taken.  On  the  pier  the 
ladies  were  not  so  successful,  but  they  are  by  no 
means  discouraged  or  downhearted,  and  will  tempt 
fortune  again — this  time  in  fresh  water  at  the 
Rye  House,  on  October  20.  Mr.  A.  C.  Cannell 
(the  president)  occupied  the  chair  at  the  dinner, 
and  at  the  concert  which  followed  was  supported 
by  Messrs.  Wilkes,  Brand,  C.  Carter,  ilathor, 
L.  a.  Swalthy,  etc.  ;  and  the  thanks  of  the  members 
are  due  to  Mmes.  Mather,  Carter,  Povey,  Jliss 
Ethel  Carter,  and  Messrs.  C.  Carter,  A.  C.  Cannell, 
and  S.  Love  for  contributions  to  a  capital  musical 
programme.  During  the  course  of  the  evening  the 
prizes  were  presented  as  follows:  first  (Mr. Howard's), 
Mr.  W.  Starling  ;  second  (Mr.  Caimell's),  Mr.  G. 
H.  Skinner ;  third  (Mr.  J.  Zaehnsdorf's),  Mr.  J. 
Patou  ;  the  visitors'  prize  (presented  by  Messrs. 
Griffiths)  being  taken  by  Master  Walter  Cannell. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  followed  by 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  woimd  up  a  very  pleasant  day 
for  the  "  Lychnos  "  and  their  friends. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ramsoate  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation. 

Every  prospect  of  successful  festival.  Plenty 
of  cod  about  of  a  very  good  size.  Twenty-two 
taken  by  one  angler,  in  a  little  over  an  hour,  weighed 
^cwt.  (largest  over  51b.).  Water  is  getting  into 
good  condition  after  the  late  stir-up. — -Hon.  Sec. 


"  The  largest  pike  e\er  known  to  be  caught  by 
trolling  was  by  Colonel  Thornton,  in  Loch  Pentu- 
liche  ;  it  weighed  witliin  2oz.  of  50lb.  A  fine  engrav- 
ing of  tliis  fish  is  to  be  seen  in  '  Daniel's  Rural 
Sports.'  It  took  the  Colonel  an  hoiu-  and  a  quarter 
to  kill  liim  ;  and  had  not  he  been  in  a  boat,  and  by 
that  means  humom-ed  the  fish,  it  is  very  probable 
it  would  have  been  lost."  Somebody  wanted  to 
know  where  to  try  for  big  pike  in  Scotland.  They 
should  make  a  note  of  Loch  Pentuliche. 
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ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Fcxford,  Co.  Mayo. 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Eough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FEES  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies 
TacMe  and  Waders. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

Rhosneigrr,  Ang^lesey, 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coarse 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.W.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 
  Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRBLL 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL. 

EXCELLENT  PEEE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
Eiver  Inver,  for  June  and  July,  at  10s. 
per  rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced 
Gillies.  Fishing  Tackle.  Posting. 
Route — EaU  to  Invershin,  where  motor 
or  carriage  vnll  be  in  waiting  if  Pro- 
prietor be  previously  communicated  with, 
or  Mail  Coach  from  Lairg  to  Inchna- 
damph.         W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

GULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER. 

Splendid  Trouting  in  numerous  Lochs 
PEEE.  Ferox,  Salmon,  Sea  Trout.  Sea 
Fishing  good.  Eoute:  Eail  to  Lairg, 
thence  Motor  Mail  Car,  or  hire.  Also 
MacBrayne's  Steamers  from  Glasgow, 
Oban,  &o.,  to  Hotel  door.  The  Hotel 
Motor  can  meet  parties  at  Invershin 
Station  on  due  notice  being  given. 

J.  MACKENZIE. 
Wires:  "Gulag,  Lochinver."  


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards 
Posting;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarter 
of  C.T.C.,  &c. — Address  Pkoprietor. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

TAYNUILT,  ARGYLESHIRE. 

This  Hotel  is  situated  near  the  foot  of  Ben 
Cruachan,  twelve  miles  from  Oban,  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Amid  the  grandest  scenery  in 
Scotland,  including  the  famous  Passes  of  Braader. 
Gleuetive,  Glencoe,  Glenuant,  &c.  Splendid 
Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  the 
Kiver  Awe.  Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Locli 
Etive,  and  Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant.  For  the 
benefit  of  the  fishing  on  the  River  Awe  the  nets 
are  now  off  the  tidal  waters  entirely  from  10  p.m. 
till  10  a.m.  every  night.  A  first-class  New  Golf 
Course  has  been  opened  near  the  Hotel,  with 
a  professional  in  charge,  laid  out  by  Mr.  Fernie, 
of  Troon.  Posting. 

 D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 

DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHPRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Under  New  Management. 
In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  Kiver  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Giilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  Caf6.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MOBKISON,  Lessee. 


NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  Unique  Summer  and  Winter  Resort. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  Carlingford 

Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way) . 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  Tennis 
and  Croquet  Lawns,  &c.,  FEEE  to 
visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING, 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Electric  Light. 

For  particulars,  apply  to  Managebess, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  A.  F. 
Waters,  Hotel  Superintendent,  Euston 
Station,  N.W. 


MUDIE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 

TOWN  SUBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  IDs. 6d.  YEARLY. 

|tERM5  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,     SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 


FOYERS  HOTEL, 

LOCH  NESS,  N.B. 

Excellent  SALMON.  Grilse,  Sea 
Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  FISHING, 

Moderate  Tariff. 

S.  TiLSTON,  Proprietor. 

RODEL  AND  FINSBAY, 

SOUTH  HARRIS. 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING, 

including  the  well-knovm  Obbe  Lochs. 
Excellent  Hotel  accommodation. — Apply 
Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.A.,  154,  St.  Vincent 
Street,  Glasgow. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &c.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

\B,anch  Offices\'^^^>  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 

|SEA  RISKING. 

HIGHFIELD  BOARDING 
HOUSE, 
Grorleston  -  on-Sea 

Special  terms  for  Anglers  during  October 
and  November. 

Propeietbess. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY, 

THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 

TO  AND  PROM  THE 

HoUaay  Resorts 


September  29,  1906 

[Cast  yoDTEyejin  this! 

I  On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
I  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
I  or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

K1?J!S^  '"'-'^S  "AVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magniflcence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 
I/-.      ,  i    ...     —having  no  equal. 
lOomp  ete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 
I  cation. 

|jOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 

\Are  You  Insured 
[Against  All  Casualties  ? 

iFJM^OT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

'  AND 

I  ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

Ifo  Medical  Examination  required. 
I  Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

1 7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 

This   Insurance   Is   not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  agalns 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 

Ifree  insurance. 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


DERBYSHIRE, 
THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 
IVORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


-OF- 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND 


GOOD 


PIKE,  ROACH,   PERCH,  &c 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE, 

Every  accommodation. 
Puiits,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  K  e  a  s  o  n  a  b  1  e 
charges.  Home  Comforts, 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


FREE 


FISHING 


.  Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 

\lONDON  &  NORTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 


Thb  CASUAXTY  Insdrancb  Company,  Ltd 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
I  on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger m  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 

I  this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
lis,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

J  3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
I  Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
I  seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
J  from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
16  a.  m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

\Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 


TOURS  IN  IRELAND  ™' ™- 


TO  LET. 
COUNTRY  HOUSE, 

COOKHAM. 

Low  Rent  for  Winter.  Pishing,  Shoot- 
ing; Five  Bedrooms;  Water  and  Gas 
laid  on. 


R-,  7,  INGLIS  ROAD,  EALING,  W. 


WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    work    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


BEST  ROUTES  BY 

iLOHDON&NORTflWESTERN  RAILWAY 

I  To  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Expiess  .Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Coiiiiemiira,  Galway,  Slifjo, 
Kiver  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

To  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  AVarreii- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagli,  Portnish,  Giant's  Causeway. 

\To  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  l)y  Kast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

I  To  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer  direct 
to  LONDONDERRY. 

\To   CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  Ijy  Short  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE  for 
Belfast. 

See  Programmes  of  Tourist  Tickets  issued  at 
|L.  (fc  N.  W.  Stations. 

,  „  FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

I ^^^ton  Station.  General  Manager. 


Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 

\rREE  FISHING  ON 
THREE  LOUGHS, 

House  within  30  yards  of  best  fishing  on  Mask. 

)  minutes'  drive  to  Corrib.  40  minutes  to 
Nafooney.  Boats  and  men  always  in  readiness, 
also  3  miles  of  River  Fishing  oonvenient  to 
Lodge,  and  surrounded  by  1,600  acres  of  Mixed 
Shooting,  consisting  of  Grouse,  Partridge,  Cock, 
Hare  and  Snipe.  Loughs  and  rivers  strictly 
preserved  by  Mask  and  Cara  Fishery  Asso- 
ciation. Ballinrobe,  nearest  station,  M.G.W.R. 
Terms  moderate. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to— 
P.  Summerville,  Kilbride  Lodge,  co.Salwajr 


September  29,  1906 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitov. 

[We  Ao  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

THE   ''LINK  KNOT"   FOR  DROP  FLIES. 

Sir, — In  yoiir  editorial  note  to  niy  letter  on 
this  subject  you  say  that  "  in  practice  you  found 
it  (the  knot)  did  not  answer  so  well  as  you  expected, 
as,  on  strilung,  the  gut  broke  at  the  knot."  This 
is  so  entirely  contrary  to  my  experience,  that  I 
cannot  but  tliink  the  manner  in  which  you  tied 
your  knot  must,  in  some  respect  or  other,  have 
differed  from  mine,  as  I  have  killed  some  hundred- 
weight of  trout  on  the  knot  I  described  without 
finding  any  fault  with  it  of  any  description — either 
in  the  matter  of  breakages  or  otherwise.  Of  course, 
the  gut,  at  the  point  of  knotting,  will  wear  out  in 
process  of  time, — when  the  line  should  be  again  cut 
and  re-knotted  as  before,  and  the  fly  re-attached. 

This  "  link "  knot,  as  pointed  out  in  my  first 
letter,  is  only  suitable  for  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  Tlie 
nearest  approach  to  it  as  an  attachment  for  flies 
tied  on  gut  is  probably  tliat  made  by  laying 
the  fly  and  gut  on  the  cast,  fly  upwards,  and  tying 
a  half  double  fisherman's  knot  with  the  gut-length  of 
the  fly  roimd  the  main  cast;  then  slip  this  knot 
down  to  the  next  knot  on  the  cast,  and  cut  off  the 
end — -but  not  too  close.  This  knot  is  illustrated  in 
the  "  Badminton  Library "  (Vol.  Salmon  and 
Trout  Fishing). — -Yours  obediently, 
L_J  ri  „•<  •  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 

.  .   » 

"W.   G.'s"   DROPPER  ATTACHMENT. 

Deah  Sib, — Diu-ing  the  seventeen  years  I  have 
read  your  paper  you  have  illustrated  many  knots 
useful  to  the  fisherman.     "  Q.  E.  D's "  dropper 


"  W.  G.'s  "  Dboppeh  Attachment. 


attachment,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  22, 
is  excellent.  May  I  submit  another  ?  The  illus- 
tration explains  itself. — -Yours  truly,  W.  G. 

THE  BUFFER  KNOT. 

Dear  Sir, — Is  a  buffer  knot  really  of  any  ad- 
vantage ?  I  think  not ;  inasmuch  as  the  elasticity 
of  the  rod  furnishes  a  complete  guarantee  against 
any  powerful  jerk  whatever. 

Among  yachtsmen  the  reef-knot  holds  the  field. 
Once  pulled  tight,  it  will  break  rather  than  slip, 
and  the  angles  on  which  the  strain  comes  are  so 
oblique  tliat  the  inequality  of  stress  and  con- 
sequent liability  to  fracture  are  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum. Gut  is  a  more  slippery  material  than  the 
yachtsman's  cordage,  and  cannot  be  held  against 
steady  pressure  without  a  sharper  tm'n  than  a 
reef-knot  gives,  but  a  jam-knot  at  each  end  of  the 
reefer  settles  this  difficulty  without  interfering 
with  the  obliquity  of  the  primary  strain.  I  think 
this  the  most  effective  combination  possible.  Will 
some  of  your  readers  kindly  put  it  to  the  test  ? — ■ 
Yours  truly,  J.  A.  T. 

WHITE  TROUT  FISHING  AT  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — -This  time  last  year  the  columns  of 
,  the  Fishing  Gazette  were  largely  filled  by  letters  from 
indignant  fishermen  on  the  subject  of  white  trout 
fishing  in  Donegal.  Having  spent  a  fortnight  at 
Dungloe  in  August,  1905,  I  coiild  not  help  sympa- 
thising to  a  certain  extent  with  the  writers,  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  fishing  then  was  as 
bad  as  it  could  well  be.  However,  I  do  not  think 
that  Donegal  was  unique  in  this  particular  last  year, 
and  I  saw  enough  of  the  fishing  at  Dungloe  to  satisfy 
me  that  the  chief  fault  lay  in  the  dry  season,  and 
that  in  a  wet  year  the  fishing  would  proljably  be 
quite  worth  trying  again. 

Accordingly,  I  .=5pent  a  week  fishing  at  Dimgloe 
n  the  middle  of  last  month. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


I  may  say  that  of  the  six  days'  fishing  I  had 
while  there,  there  was  not  a  single  one  on  whicli 
the  weather  was  even  decent,  h-om  an  angler's 
point  of  view.  I  had  two  blank  days — blank,  that 
is  to  say,  so  far  as  sea-trout  are  concerned,  for 
brown  trout  do  not  coimt  at  Dimgloe.  On  one  of 
these  days  there  was  a  flat  calm,  combined  with 
drizzling  rain,  and  on  the  other  there  was  su(;h  a 
gale  blowing  that  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  keep 
ths  flies  on  the  water.  I  had  good  sport  on  the  other 
days,  in  spite  of  the  weather,  my  best  being  six  sea- 
trout.  If  there  had  l)een  anything  like  good  fishing 
weather  there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  get- 
ting from  ten  to  twenty  sea-trout  a  day,  for  the 
lakes  were  full  of  them,  and  on  a  calm  day  they 
could  be  seen  rising  in  every  direction. 

The  conclusion  1  finally  arrived  at  is  that  Dungloo 
is  well  worth  visiting,  but  that,  before  starting,  it 
is  well  to  find  out  if  there  has  been  plenty  of  rain 
tliere  in  July.  In  a  dry  season  like  last  year  it 
is  quite  impossible  for  the  fisli  to  get  up  the  streams, 
but  given  plenty  of  water,  and  good  fishing  weather, 
the  angler  must  be  indeed  hard  to  please  who  is 
not  satisfied  with  his  experiences  in  what  one  of 
your  last  year's  correspondents  called  "  Disen- 
chanting Donegal." — Yom's  truly, 

W.  KiRKPATBICK,  M.D. 


VARIATION  IN  THE  TIDES. 

Dear  Sm, — -Will  someone  kindly  explain  exactly 
how  it  is  that  there  is  so  much  variation  in  tides 
in,  for  example,  Brighton  and  Ilfracombe.  A 
spring  tide  at  Brigliton  has  its  high  water  about 
midday,  whereas  at  Ilfracombe  (and  I  suppose  all 
western  seaports)  the  high  water  is  six  hours  earlier 
and  later.  So  that,  per  contra,  a  neap  tide  has  its 
high  water  at  midday  at  Ilfracombe,  while  here  in 
Brighton  it  is  morning  and  evening. 

When  I  fii-st  came  here  I  supposed,  by  the  fact 
of  the  low  water  being  at  midday,  tliat  it  was  a 
spring  tide,  but  I  was  told  it  was  a  neap  tide. 
Take  Sept.  4  :  At  Ilfracombe  it  was  a  22ft.  Gin.  tide 
and  it  was  high  water  at  G.32  a.m,  while  at 
Brighton  on  the  same  day  it  was  high  water  at 
12.17  midday.  Is  it  entirely  to  do  with  the  moon, 
or  have  channels,  currents,  etc.,  anythitig  to  do 
with  the  great  variation  ? 

Some  fish  are  being  taken  here  off  the  pier,  bass, 
mullet,  flatfish,  and  weevers,  and  mackerel  came 
in  close,  and  one  angler  had  a  dozen  spuming  from 
the  pier.  Next  day,  however,  an  enormous  school 
of  huge  porpoises  ti'ooped  past  the  pier-head,  arid 
the  mackerel  have  now  vanished.  I  felt  lucky  in 
getting  a  |lb.  red  mullet  two  days  ago. — -Yours 
faithfully,  R.  Warren  Vernon. 

[The  position  of  the  moon  is  the  chief  factor  in 
influencing  tides,  but  special  local  configurations  of 
land  causing  currents  also  affect  them,  as  well  as 
strong,  steady  winds,  which  accelerate  or  retard 
them.  The  movements  of  the  moon  are  very 
puzzling,  and  it  is  curious  that  she  always  shows 
the  same  face  to  us  earth  mortals — perhaps  she  is 
double-faced,  and  pulls  the  tides  accordingly,  just  to 
worry  sea  anglers. — Ed.] 

ROTHER  FISHERY  ASSOCIATION. 

The  following  letter  by  "  At  the  End  of  the  Rod  " 
appeared  in  the  Hastings  Argus  and  Sussex  Daily 
on  Sept.  22,  1906  :  — 

"  Frederick  Gregory,  12,  Chapel  Park-road,  St. 
Leonards,  and  Philip  Jackson,  of  Northiam,  were 
summoned  on  Wednesday  at  Rye  for  imlawfully 
fishing  with  -a  rod  and  line  in  the  River  Rother 
without  a  proper  licence.  The  cases  were  dismissed, 
and  the  Bench  would  be  happy  to  give  every 
facility  if  the  case  was  taken  to  a  higher  Court. 
I  had  intended  writing  on  this  subject  at  length, 
but  an  authority  on  angling  matters  has  forwarded 
a  letter,  and  what  he  says  I  cordially  endorse.  The 
letter  is  as  follows  : — 

"  '  The  result  of  the  recent  Rother  Conservancy 
prosecution  at  Rye  has  been  received  with  con- 
siderable regret  by  all  anglers  who  wish  to  see  the 
good  old  Rother  return  to  its  former  glories,  from 
an  angling  point  of  view.  The  hostility  shown  to 
the  trout  licences  by  a  few  people,  otherwise  good 
sportsmen,  is  difficult  to  exjilain,  and  possibly  arises 
from  a  complete  misimderstanding  of  the  case, 
surely  not  because  the  sum  of  one  shilling  per  annum 
is  required.  The  Conservancy  Boards  were  formed 
in  the  angler's  niterest,  for  the  better  protection  and 
supervision  of  the  various  waters.  The  Act  pro- 
vides no  income,  for  the  efficient  working  of  these 
bodies,  but  gives  the  power  to  grant  licences,  which 
is  their  only  definite  source  of  revenue.  Without  an 
income  of  some  sort  tliey  must  necessarily  be 
inactive,  and  of  extremely  limited  power  in  their 
district.  The  Rother  Conservators  recently  ob- 
tained from  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  after  a  full 
public  enquiry,  new  bye-laws,  bringing  their  ad- 
ministration up  to  date,  and  giving  them  the  power 
to  issue  licences  for  rod  and  line  fishing  and  also 
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for'netting.  A  largo  nimibor  of  the  former  have 
been  taken  u{>,  and  tlio  consequent  result  has  boon 
that  the  Rother  has  been  better  supoi-vised,  and 
very  few  have  wet  a  lino  witliout  being  asked  to 
produce  thoir  authority.  This  sm-oly  is  an  immonso 
advance  upon  the  state  of  things  which  had  existed 
for  some  time  y)rior  to  the  present  soa.son,  when  a 
baiUff  was  practically  an  unknown  quantity,  and  one 
would  as  soon  be  expected  to  produce  thoir  birth 
certificate  as  to  be  asked  for  thoir  fisliing  ticket.  The 
now  state  of  affairs,  bringing  witli  it  as  it  did  tbo 
rescinding  of  the  old  restriction  against  Sunday 
fishing,  was  more  than  the  most  optimistic  anghn' 
liad  hoped  could  have  been  possible  of  achiovonient 
witliin  tlie  next  decade.  Yet  so  mucli  in  earnest 
wore  the  powers  that  be  in  the  matter,  tliat  what  at 
one  time  seemed  impossible  botiamo  a  reality  Vithin 
the  .space  of  a  few  months.  The  Conservators 
naturally  expected  that  the  angler  sportsmen  would 
not  mind  paying  the  small  sum  of  one  shilling  per 
year  for  this  improved  and  improving  state  of 
affairs,  they  have  also  been  most  lenient  and 
patient  with  those  who  infringed  the  new  byo-laws, 
and  did  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  a  prosecution. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  angling  fraternity  has 
in  its  midst  some  who  evidently  are  not  sportsmen 
enough  to  contribute  their  small  mite  towards  so 
admirable  a  work.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  result  of  the  appeal  if  the  Conservators  take  it 
so  far  ;  but  to  a  body  so  handicapped  financially 
as  is  the  Board  at  present,  it  cannot  bo  wondered  at 
if  they  leave  the  "worthy"  anglers  to  themselves 
and  revert  to  their  old  and  inactive  ways.  What 
will  be  the  result  of  the  reverse  to  the  Conservators 
one  cannot  as  yet  say,  but  the  good  wishes  of  every 
sportsman  worthy  of  the  name  will  go  with  the 
Conservators,  and  in  oppof  ition  to  those  who  object 
to  pay  'One  Shilling  a  Ye.ui.' " 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservancy  of 
the  River  Rother,  held  at  Rye,  on  Sept.  25,  190G, 
it  was  "resolved  that  application  be  made  to  the 
justices  at  Rye  to  state  a  case  for  on  the  cases  heard 
on  Wednesday  last  (Sept.  19)  at  the  Petty  Sessions 
against  Frederick  Gregory  and  Philip  Jackson  for 
fishing  without  licences." — Yours  truly, 
Thomas  Daws, 
Secretary  Rotlier  Fishery  Association. 

A  SPORTING  AND  TOURING  GUIDE  TO 
COUNTIES  GALWAY  AND  MAYO. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  notice  that  in  your  review  of  Mr. 
Stone's  excellent  little  work  on  Connemara  you  say, 
"  A  good  book  on  Connemara  fishing  is  overdue." 

I  am  just  now  engaged  on  a  sporting  and  touring 
guide  to  counties  Galway  and  Mayo,  which  I  hope 
to  have  ready  for  next  season's  fishing,  etc.  It  will 
be  a  similar  work  to  my  sporting  and  touring  guide 
to  CO.  Donegal,  "  The  Land  of  Lakes,"  which  you 
were  kind  enough  to  review  in  your  columns  a 
few  weeks  ago. 

I  trust  the  Galway  and  Mayo  guide  will  merit 
the  term,  "  A  good  book  on  Connemara  fishing," 
in  your  estimation  and  in  that  of  others.  In  it 
I  shall  draw  attention  to  several  little-frequented 
angling  resorts  in  the  districts  covered,  and  in 
this  connection  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone 
interested  in  the  district,  so  as  to  make  the  informa- 
tion conveyed  as  complete  as  possible.  As  my 
wanderings  will  necessarily  be  erratic,  letters  should 
be  addressed,  care  of  my  publishers,  Messrs.  Wm. 
Gate,  Ltd. ,  Hogarth  House,  Bouverie-street,  London, 
E.G. — -Yours  truly,  Edgar  S.  Shbubsole. 

HOW  TO  PRESERVE  BAITS. 

Deab  Sir,— I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  I'eaders  would  inform  me  how  to  preserve 
gudgeon,  dace,  etc.,  for  bait  for  pike-fishing. — • 
Yours  truly,  H.  Hurst. 

[Forniahn  is  the  best  preservative,  and  may  be 
obtained  of  the  Formalin  Company,  St.  ]Mary-at- 
•Hill,  London,  E.C.  One  tablespoonful  to  a  pint 
of  water.] 

A  GOOD  TROUT  ON  3x;  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  valuable  paper, 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  on  Sept.  15,  that  a  pike  of 
41b.  5oz.  was  caught  by  Jlr.  J.  B.  Escolme  on  a  very 
small  roac-h  hook  and  drawn  gut.  Well,  I  caught  a 
trout  of  3lb.  lOoz.  with  a  tiny  Coch-y-BoncUiu  on 
Messrs.  AUcock's  3x  Hercules  cast,  just  below  the 
Conway  Falls.  As  j'ou  have  fished  the  Conway 
Falls,  you  have  an  ideix  wha:  trouble  it  would  take 
to  get  a  trout  of  that  size  out  of  the  rough  water 
which  is  there.  Hughes  the  keeper  was  with  me  at 
the  time,  and  can  vouch  to  the  truth  of  it. — Yours 
truly,  Nobmait  J.  Skurtz. 

Bettws-y-Coed. 

[I  hope  Mr.  S.  had  that  fish  stuffed  ;  he  evidently 
loiows  how  to  play  a  fish  delicately. — Ed.] 
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A   LOST  FISHERY. 
Dear  Sib, — How  many  of  your  readers  know 
that  it  is  a  strange  but  irrefutable  fact  that  the 
progress  of    mankind  as    at    present  concei\'ed 
implies  the  progressive  destruction  of  the  beauties 
of    nature  ?    A    small    but    painfully  sufficient 
instance  of  this  unfortunate  law  of  huiiian  advance 
was  presented  to  me  in  my  wanderings  the  other 
day.    Lea\ing  behind  the  comparati\-ely  deserted 
thoroughfares  of  our  great  metropolis  one  glorious 
August  afternoon,  I  set  out  in  company  with  a 
brother  angler  from  Ealing  Station  with  a  view  to 
exploring  the  Ri\-er  Brent,   and  finding  out  all 
about  it  from  a  piscatorial  point  of  view.    I  must 
confess  that  imtil  quite  recently  I  was  ignorant  of 
its  \-ery  existence.    We  first  struck  the  river  whore 
it  flows  through  the  Ealing  Golf  Links,  close  to 
the  tiny  Perival  Church,  which  has  lately  become 
so  notorious.    Standing  on  the  footbridge  which 
spans  the  river  at  this  spot,  we  could  not  help 
thinking,  learning,  as  we  did,  that  the  chiu'ch  is 
over  700  years  old,  ho^v  different  it  all  must  have 
appeared  to  our  ancestors.    Being  only  about  four 
or  fi\-e  yards  in  breadth,  and  in  consistency  akin 
to  pea-soup,  it  flows  leisurely  under  the  bridge  and 
over  a  small  artificial  fall  almost  immediately  below 
it.    Our  first  \iew  of  the  river  was  not  very  cheering, 
and  when  later  we  found  a  whole  host  of  bare- 
legged children  paddling  amongst  tin  cans  and  other 
refuse,  things  appeared  to  have  reached  a  climax. 
Whatever  hopes  we  had  entertained  beforehand 
seemed  doomed  to  disappointment  at   the  very 
outset,  for  as  we  looked  at  it  then  it  was  hardly  an 
in\-iting  spectacle.    Not  being  greatly  impressed 
with  our  discovery  so  far,  we  hastened  to  take  a 
short  cut,  passing  under  the  new  Great  Central 
line  and  over  a  tedious  ridge  anil  furrow  field, 
ultimately  rejoining  the  Brent  at  Greenford,  after 
a  rather  fatiguing  twenty  minutes'  walk.  Evidence 
of  the  depth  of  water  attained  in  flood  time  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  size  of  the  openings  on  either 
side  of  the  high  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ford. 
Here  we  found  the  river  much  more  attractive  in 
appearance.    On  the  bank  opposite  to  the  public 
which  stands  conveniently  near  the  ford  the  margin 
of  the  river  is  overshadowed  by  tall  oaks.  From 
this  point  down  to  Hanwell  the  river,  grown  broader, 
winds  between  high  banks  fringed  here  and  there 
with  willows  and  whitethorn  bushes,  while  every 
now  and  then  a  waterfall  breaks  the  monotony  of 
its  placid  current.     To  a  fisherman  the  vision  of 
some  fascinating  stream  which,  under  other  circum- 
stances, would  be  conjured  up  by  the  sound  of 
falling  water  is,  on  going  a  little  further,  cjuickly 
dispelled  by  the  sight  of  tangled  masses  of  Canadian 
weed   and   half-exposed   mud-flats.    Not   a  sign 
could  be  detected  so  far  of  its  finny  inhabitants. 

About  half-way  between  Greenford  and  Hanwell 
we  had  the  luck  to  meet  an  angler.  Presuming 
that  he  was  going  to  fish  the  Brent,  we  accosted 
him,  hoping  to  elicit  some  valuable  information. 

"  I  can  quite  well  remember,"  he  said,  "  taking 
coarse  fish  from  this  river  as  a  boy  many  years  ago, 
but  for  thirty  years  or  more  the  fish  have  been 
poisoned  owing  to  pollution  by  sewage.  It  does 
seem  a  pity,  doesn't  it  ?  "  He  then  told  us  that 
he  was  off  to  catch  some  carp  in  a  pond  about  a 
mile  away.  So  this  was  what  we  had  come  to  see  : 
a  river,  and,  on  the  whole,  a  picturesque  one, 
despoiled  of  all  but  a  remnant  of  its  former  beauty, 
silted  up  with  mud  and  poisoned  with  sewage, 
until  no  sign  of  life,  save  a  few  stray  bubbles  from 
some  freshwater  mussel,  or,  perhaps,  an  occasional 
eel,  remains  to  testify  to  the  existence  of  animal  life. 
What  a  boon  it  would  be  to  London  anglers  if  they 
could  get  their  fishing  within  such  easy  distance, 
and  with  much  less  expenditure.  Is  the  remedy 
as  hopeless  as  it  appears  ? 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  of  the  civilised 
world  is  the  successful  disposal  and  utilisation  of 
sewage.  In  many  cases  nothing  could  be  effected 
until  the  entire  habits  of  human  beings  were 
changed.  In  warfare  even,  the  most  villainous 
crime  is  that  of  poisoning  an  enemy's  stream  ;  yet 
civilisation  is  allowed  to  do  this  vinchecked.  As 
a  correspondent  recently  pointed  out  in  the  Times, 
fishing  in  these  days  is  scarce  enough  in  all  conscience, 
therefore  why  not,  when  an  opportunity  offers, 
in  the  shape  of  a  barren  river,  take  it  ?  In  this 
particular  instance,  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
London  County  Council,  or  whoever  the  authority 
may  be,  should  do  something  towards  ultimately 
restoring  the  Brent,  or,  rather,  a  portion  of  it,  to 
the  place  it  once  held  in  the  esteem  of  the  angling 
fraternity. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  A.  C.  C. 

FRESHWATER  FISHING  NEAR  SOUTH- 
END-ON-SEA. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  correspondent  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  let  me  know  if  there  is  any 
freshwater  fishing  round  about  Southend-on-Sea, 
free,  or  by  payment  of  a  small  fee  ? — Yours  truly, 

L.  Abet. 


COUNTRY   QUARTERS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  C.  J.  Dickett's  request 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  22, 1  can,  from  personal 
experience,  strongly  recommend  the  George  Hotel, 
Pangbourne,  kept  by  Mrs.  Hvill.  It  is  a  comfort- 
able, old-fashioned  inn.  The  charges  are  very 
moderate,  and  it  is  within  three  minutes'  walk 
of  both  station  and  river,  and  the  fishing  is  good 
thereabouts. — Yom's  truly,  Doctor. 

SPLIT-CANE   AND  GREENHEART. 

De.vb  Sib, — -I  can  quite  understand  many 
people  (who  liave  the  money)  preferring  split-cane 
to  greenheart,  as  the  top  joints  do  not  break  so 
easily  luider  a  sudden  strain,  or  the  rough  handling 
which  some  of  your  correspondents  confess  to. 

In  more  tlian  twenty  years'  fly-fishing  with 
greenheart  I  have  never  broken  a  top  whilst  fishing, 
and  only  two  dm-ing  the  whole  period — ^once 
through  the  rod  being  knocked  down  and  once 
through  stumbling  whilst  carrying  the  rod  (both 
still  in  vise).  Mr.  Hardy's  remarks  about  tops 
breaking  because  made  of  cross-grained  material 
are  wide  of  the  mark,  as  no  respectable  maker 
with  a  reputation  to  lose  would  use  such  stuff. — 
Yom-s  truly,  Henry  Tisley. 

FISHING  IN  LAKE  COMO. 

DE^iB  Sib, — Can  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  give  me  any  information  on  the  fishing  in 
Lake  Como,  Italy  ?  What  fish  there  are  to  be 
caught,  what  tackle  to  use,  and  what  are  the  best 
baits  when  float  flshing ;  also  if  it  is  any  use  to  try 
a  fly  in  October  and  November,  if  so,  what  sort  of 
fly  ?  I  liave  niost  lands  of  spinning  baits,  but  are 
there  any  particularly  good  for  the  lake  flshing  ?  I 
shall  be  very  grateful  for  any  advice. — Yom's  truly, 

N.  Y.  Mabbiott. 

INK-STAINS  ON   SALMON  GUT. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  any  reader  say  if  he  knows  of 
any  process  by  which  the  very  dark  ink-stain  can 
be  removed  from  salmon  casts  without  injuring  the 
gut.  Some  makers  stain  the  gut  a  great  deal  too 
dark.    And  oblige — Yours  truly,  X. 

FASHIONS  IN  FLIES. 

Deab  Sib, — I  think  everyone  will  admit  that 
there  are  times  when  fish  will  rise  to  a  certain  fly 
to  the  utter  disregard  of  all  others.  Yesterday 
myself  and  friend  were  flshing  for  sea-trout  in  Conne- 
mara,  and  the  latter  was  catching  all  the  fish — 
on  Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  Red  Dragon. 
To-day  I  could  catch  no  fish  until  I  put  up  a  Red 
Dragon,  and  then  immediately  caught  a  |lb.,  Ijlb., 
and  5 Jib.,  the  latter  being  the  best  sea-trout  caught 
in  these  waters  this  year.  To-morrow  probably  the 
fish  will  not  look  at  it.  In  any  case,  the  fly  is  one 
worth  keeping  by  one,  and  I  am  glad  I  had  some 
tied  last  week. — Yours  truly,  Fly. 

Sept.  10. 

HOW  TO  DISTINGUISH  A  SALMON  FROM  A 
SEA-TROUT  BY  ITS  LEAP. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  sea,  at  any  rate,  a  salmon 
leaps  out  of  the  water  at  an  angle  of  about  30deg., 
falling  on  his  side,  and  repeating  the  leap  three 
or  four  times,  thus  - — ^- — ^- — -' — ^,  with  a  little  more 
space  between  the  leaps  and  a  little  more  height ; 
whilst  your  sea-trout  bounds  out  of  the  water 
vertically,  thus  |,  falling  back  tail  first  in,  as  it  were, 
the  same  hole.  A  small  sea-trout  will  spring  three 
or  four  feet  into  the  air,  falling  tail  first,  but  a  large 
one  will  barely  get  his  tail  above  the  water. — Yours 
truly,  J.  P.  C. 

ARTIFICIAL  SALMON  HATCHING. 

Dear  Sir, — -Like  lots  of  other  useful  and  beneficial 
things,  salmon  culture  is  being  condemned,  and 
unjustly  so  ;  and  it  is  mmecessary  meantime  to 
give  details  of  the  many  critical  stages  through 
which  both  parent  salmon  and  ova  have  to  pass 
in  a  natural  state.  The  constant  multiplication  of 
water-bailiffs  and  the  exorcise  of  extreme  vigilance, 
especially  during  the  time  the  fish  are  on  the  redds, 
are  not  sufficient  to  check  the  gradual  decrease  on 
many  rivers. 

As  to  the  artificial  incubation  of  ova,  it  is  on 
record  that  this  was  the  cause  of  considerable 
augmentation  of  numbers  in  the  River  Tay,  and 
reference  to  the  valuable  work  of  the  United  States 
in  this  respect,  and  to  their  fishery  reports,  showi 
(and  the  following  is  quoted)  that,  "  If  the  hatchery 
system  were  neglected  depletion  would  result 
through  course  of  time."  A  great  many  other 
instances  and  references  can  be  given  of  the  good 
work  that  is  being  done  by  the  hatcheries  ;  but 
the  sine  qua,  non  is  that  they  must  be  in  charge  of 
really  competent  and  capable  men,  who  will  not 
make  reports  to  superiors  of  a  misleading  nature 
to  cover  up  faults  and  errors  of  their  own.  There 


are  many  twisted  spokes  in  the  wheel  of  the  salmon 
hatchery  system  which  can  be  straightened,  and 
have  been  rectified  by  conscientious  and  intelligent 
men. 

Old  times  are  gone  ;  nature  cannot  now  for  a 
variety  of  reasons  keep  up  the  supply  ;  and  in  tho 
case  of  many  rivers  wo  are  almost  living  on  our 
capital.  The  hatchery  properly  conducted  is  tho 
solution,  and  not  at  all  an  expensive  affair,  which 
will  be  corroborated  by  a  number  of  men  with 
actual  experience  of  and  close  connection  with 
salmon  rivers,  backed  up  by  those  most  interested, 
whose  conclusions  are  based  entirely  upon  results. — 
Yours  truly,  L.  M.  B. 

[Artificial  salmon  culture  was  given  up  on  the 
Tay  because  no  good  results  could  be  traced. — Ed.] 

REELS  OVER-RUNNING,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — Hold  the  line  with  the  first  finger 
against  the  rod  when  using  a  check-reel — one  in- 
stinctively knows  what  pressure  is  necessary.  In 
float-fishing  with  a  free-running  reel  jan^  the  little 
finger  of  the  right  hand  between  the  outer  rim  of 
the  reel  and  the  rod.  Fingers  were  invented  and 
used  long  before  checks  and  tightening  screws  were 
thought  of.  Our  angling  forefathers  did  not  need 
cheeks. 

Fishing  Gazette  Anglers'  Pliers. — If  a  small  groove 
were  filed  in  the  screw-driver  end  of  the  pliers,  a 
useful  disgorger  would  be  ever  at  hand. — Yours 
ti'uly,  H.  Canon  Caffebata. 

FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  CHURNET, 
STAFFORDSHIRE. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  River 
Churnet,  in  Staffordshire  ?  If  fishing  is  free,  what 
kind  of  fish,  and  best  place  to  stay  at.  If  fishing 
is  not  free,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  cliarges 
there  are  to  pay. — Yours  truly,      A.  C.  Shabpe- 

INTERESTING  TO  ROACH  ANGLERS. 

Deab  Sib, — T  enclose  a  cutting  from  the  Lough- 
borough Monitor  of  a  taking  of  roach  by  Mr. 
Woolley — date  of  paper,  Sept.  13 — as  I  looked  to 
seeing  it  in  the  provincial  fishing  news  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  which  I  read  regularly.  I  thought 
it  would  be  very  interesting  to  "  roachers."  Is  it  a 
record  ? — Yours  truly,  R.  E.  B.  Hassoll. 

[Here  is  the  cutting.  A  big  take,  but  it  cannot 
be  a  record.    Much  obliged  to  Mr.  H. — Ed.] 

"  ExTBAOBDiNARY  Catch  OF  RoACH. — On  Tuesdfty 
last  Mr.  W.  P.  Woolley,  of  the  Cap  and  Stockihg 
Inn,  Kegworth,  a  well-known  member  of  the 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  had  an  extraordinary 
run  of  good  luck  whilst  fishing  in  the  Wellington 
Viaduct  at  Shardlow,  below  Cavendish  Bridge. 
Between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  6  p.m.,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  of  the  Soar 
Angling  Club,  part  of  the  time,  who  enjoyed  the 
sport,  Mr.  Woolley  succeeded  in  catching  230 
roach,  the  total  weight  being  1041b.  Many  of  the 
fish  weighed  over  lib.  each." 


A  FINE  AVON  ROACH. 

Dear  Sib, — You  will,  no  doubt,  be  interested 
to  hear  of  a  specimen  roach  I  caught  from  the 
Salisbury  Avon,  Breamore,  recently.  It  took  a 
small  red  worm,  and  when  placed  on  the  scales 
some  hours  after  capture  weighed  21b.  Ooz. 

During  my  one  week's  cycling  and  fishing  trip — 
private  water  in  Berkshire,  at  Calne  (Marden), 
Marlborough  (Kennet),  and  on  Salisbury  Avon 
(between  Salisbury  and  Breamore) — I  caught  lO.V 
brace  of  trout  (largest  1^-lb.),  fifteen  small  pike, 
a  2.}lb.  chub,  the  specimen  roach  referred  to,  and 
five  pounders,  besides  several  splendid  daco.  I 
also  hooked  a  big  trout  (with  breadcrust),  which 
jumped  clean  out  of  the  water,  and  was  played  for 
fully  a  minute  before  the  fine  gut  broke.  It  was 
certainly  01b.  or  71b.  in  weight,  and  possibly  equal 
to  the  one  of  91b.  7oz.  caught  by  a  gentleman  in 
the  same  spot,  while  roach  fishing,  two  years  ago. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  B.  Geobge. 

TROUT  AND  MICE. 

Dear  Sib, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Sorley 
Brown,  in  telling  the  story  of  the  trout  that  ate 
the  mouse,  inquires  if  this  is  a  new  feature  of  the 
diet  of  the  trout.  Not  by  any  means.  I  have  a 
dozen  or  more  instances  authenticated  in  tho 
Fishing  Gazette,  Field,  and  other  papers,  pasted  in 
ray  scrapbook.  Mr.  Miller,  the  tackle-dealer  of 
Leeds,  and  Mr.  Ford,  the  fish-breeder  of  Lincoln- 
shire, vouch  for  some  remarkable  instances  ;  Mr. 
Ford,  indeed,  saying  that  very  big  trout  in  breeding 
ponds  make  short  work  even  of  a  full-grown  rat.— 
Yours  truly,  Ebnest  Phillips. 

_^Lancaster. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  alleged  Wholesale  Slaughter  of  Salmon  in 

Newfoundland. 
In  justice  to  Sir.  J.  F.  Muir,  I  think  it  only- 
right  to  publish  his  further  explanation,  as  he  was 
so  bitterly  attacked,  not  only  in  the  Newfoundland 
papers,  but  also  in  Forest  and  Stream.  I  was  glad 
to  send  the  editor  of  that  delightful  paper  a  copy 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  with  Mr.  Muir's  explanation 
of  the  affair — -that  is,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  fish  as  the  salt  for  preserving  them  did  nob 
arrive — and  Forest  and  Stream  published  it  in  a 
recent  issue.  We  do  not  want  sportsmen  on  the 
other  side  to  get  a  false  opinion  of  our  sportsmen. 

Mr.  Muir,  writing  from  New  York  on  Sept.  20, 
says : — 

"  Although  you  have  already  inserted  the  ex- 
planation sent  to  you  by  my  brother,  I  think  it 
well  to  send  on  to  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  you  from  South  Branch,  Newfoundland, 
on  Sept.  13,  to  let  you  see  that  although  Judge 
Prowse  had  every  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
facts  in  regard  to  this  matter,  he  preferred  to 
adhere  to  his  own  preconceived  ideas  in  regard 
to  it." 

As  I  do  not  appear  to  have  received  the  letter  of 
Sept.  13,  I  give  a  copy  of  it,  although  the  facts  are 
given  in  the  letter  which  Sir  A.  K.  Muir,  Bart., 
sent  me,  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  8.  I  imagine  that  it  was  Judge  Browse's 
unfortunate  deafness  which  caused  him  to  get 
quite  a  wrong  view  of  the  affair. 

[Copy.] 

"South  Branch,  Newfoundland. 
"Sept.  13. 

"  Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  Aug.  24,  mentioning 
that  Judge  Prowse  had  sent  you  a  communication 
regarding  some  fish  having  been  left  by  me  on  the 
bank  of  a  river  in  Newfoundland,  was  received  by 
me  yesterday.  I  thank  you  for  referring  to  me 
the  statements  made  by  Judge  Prowse.  You  tell 
me  that  Judge  Prowse  says  I  had  no  excuse  to 
make  except  that  the  fish  were  small.  I  therefore 
telegraphed  you  as  follows:  — 
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" '  Thanks  letter.  Judge  Prowse's  statement 
false.  Writing.' 

"  I  send  you  enclosed  copy  of  a  paragraph  that 
appeared  in  the  St.  John's  Evening  Herald  of 
Aug.  9.*  That  paragraph  was  not  inspired  by  me, 
but  although  inaccurate  it  shows  why  the  fish  had 
to  be  abandoned.  I  would  add  that  on  two  days, 
while  camping  on  the  river  in  question,  I  fished 
only  for  a  few  minutes  each  day  to  get  fresh  fish 
for  camp,  as  I  found  I  was  rather  short  of  salt  for 
keeping  them  until  the  schooner  came  back.  It 
would  never  occiu:  to  me  to  kill  fish  unless  I  in- 
tended to  make  use  of  them,  and  it  does  not 
amuse  me  to  catch  grilse  merely  to  return  them, 
and,  moreover,  to  do  so  injures  the  fish  to  no 
purpose. 

"  Judge  Prowse  is  of  course  extremely  deaf,  but 
though  I  did  my  best  to  explain  the  facts  to  him 
when  he  called  upon  me,  he  did  not  try  to  listen 
to  what  I  had  to  say,  nor  would  he  do  so.  The 
only  question  I  can  recollect  his  asking  me  about 
the  matter  he  came  to  discuss  was,  *  Would  I  have 
done  it  in  Scotland  ?  '  An  inquiry  less  to  the 
point  I  cannot  imagine. 

"The  enclosed  copy  of  a  clipping  from  the 
St.  John's  Evening  Telegram  seems  to  have  been 
inspired  by  him ;  the  inference  is  obviously  to 
myself,  and  occasion  has  been  taken  to  grossly 
exaggerate  the  number  of  fish,  in  addition,  of 
course,  to  the  insinuation  that  no  use  was  intended  to 
be  made  of  them.  The  statements  made  by  Judge 
Prowse  are  directly  contrary  to  the  actual  facts. — I 
am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully,      "J.  F.  MxriR." 

Here  is  the  cutting  from  the  St.  John's  Evening 
Telegram  referred  to  by  Mr.  Muir: — 

"Salmon  Plentiful. 
"Salmon  are  becoming  more  plentiful  every 
year  on  the  south  and  west  coast,  which,  we  are 
assured  by  Judge  Prowse,  is  directly  attributable 
to  the  course  pursued  by  the  fishery  department 
for  the  preservation  of  the  inland  salmon.  The 
judge  claims  that  the  salmon  are  becoming  more 
plentiful  and  much  larger  every  year,  and  that 
within  a  short  time  forty  and  fifty  pound  salmon 
will  be  caught,  which  will  be  a  grand  advertise- 
ment for  the  country,  and  induce  hundreds  of 
sportsmen  to  come  here.  The  judge  says  plenty 
of  sportsmen  would  come  across  the  Atlantic  to 
hook  a  forty  or  fifty-pounder.  But  we  are  better 
off  without  such  fishing  hogs  as  will  catch  and 
leave  five  hundred  salmon  rotting  on  the  side  of  a 
stream.  Such  unsportsmanlike  visitors  should  be 
barred  out  of  every  fish-sporting  country  in  the 
world."   

Most  of  the  New  Zealand  Fry  at  Holywell  Killed 
by  Someone. 

I  need  not  say  how  mortifying  it  was  to  get 
the  following  note  from  the  Earl  of  Denbigh's 
Fisheries  Office:— 

"The  Earl  of  Denbigh's  Fisheries  and 
Watbe-Plant  Nurseries. 

"  Fisheries  Office,  Holywell, 

"  N.  Wales,  Sept.  29. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  report 
to  you  that  most  of  the  alevins  hatched  out  of  the 
ova  supplied  by  you  from  New  Zealand  have  died 
through  being  tampered  with  by  someone.  They 
were  put  in  a  safe  place  and  were  doing  grandly, 
but  during  the  absence  of  our  chief  foreman  they 
were  meddled  with,  thus  causing  a  good  deal  of 
mortality.  I  shall  go  and  see  my  man  early  next 
week,  and  shall  write  you  further  regarding  same. 
—Yours  faithfully,  "  W.  R.  Owen 

(for  the  Manager)." 

After  surviving  all  the  difficulties  of  a  journey 
from  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  after  all  the 
care,  trouble,  and  expense  devoted  to  them,  it  is 
exasperating  to  hear  that  all,  or  nearly  all,  this 
is  destroyed  through  the  eggs  being  "  tampered 
with  by  someone."  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Feilding, 
Earl  Denbigh's  director  of  the  fisheries,  will  have 
the  matter  thoroughly  sifted,  and  if  the  mortality 
is  due  to  malicious  action  have  the  scoundrel 
punished.  Fortunately,  we  have  the  supply  Mr. 
Carr,  of  Blagdon,  had,  and  our  hopes  will  now  rest 
with  him  and  them. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  I  have  heard  again 
from  the  manager  of  Lord  Denbigh's  fisheries  who 
says  about  1000  young  fry  were  killed,  and  that 
the  rest  are  doing  well — this  is  reassuring. 

*  Sir  A.  K.  Muir  had  previously  sent  me  this 
extract.    See  Fishing  Qazette,  Sept.  8. — R.  B.  M. 
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Trout  Disease  in  Tasmania. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Harrison,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Northern 
Tasmanian  Fisheries  Association,  writes  to  ask  me 
if  I  will  publish  the  particulars  he  sends  me  about 
a  disease  which  has  killed  a  lot  of  their  trout,  in 
the  hope  that  some  light  may  be  thrown  on  the 
subject.  He  says,  "  We  have  considerable  trouble 
in  getting  to  the  bottom  of  such  matters  out  here 
owing  to  the  want  of  experience."  I  gladly  publish 
the  note,  which  is  as  follows: — 

"  Notes  on  Trout  Disease  in  the  Rearing  Ponds 
OF  THE  Northern  Tasmanian  Fisheries 
Association — '  Black  Ophthalmia.' 

"  Twenty-five  rainbow  trout  retained  in  pond 
40  by  24  by  5  feet,  with  fair  circulation,  were 
attacked  by  disease  classed  as  '  black  ophthalmia.' 
The  disease  occurred  in  various  forms.  In  some 
cases  the  fish  turned  black  colour  and  went  blind, 
also  losing  all  motive  power  in  the  spine,  as  though 
paralysed.  In  other  cases  the  fish  turned  dark 
and  went  blind,  without  fully  losing  its  propelling 
power,  and  again  in  one  or  two  instances  the  fish 
did  not  lose  colour  or  go  blind,  but  appeared 
more  or  less  paralysed,  being  unable  to  swim 
properly,  sometimes  swimming  on  its  side  slowly 
and  with  effort,  and  at  other  times  standing  on 
its  head.  In  all  cases  the  disease  was  fatal.  The 
disease  is  classed  as  '  black  ophthalmia,'  which 
infers  an  eye  disease,  but  from  the  efiects  experi- 
enced in  above  cases  the  disease  points  to  a 
nervous  origin. 

"  The  disease  is  known  all  over  the  world,  but 
usually  only  a  very  small  percentage  of  fish  are 
affected.  In  this  case,  however,  fully  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  fish  died  from  the  above  causes. 
Some  of  them  appeared  perfectly  bright  and  well, 
and  in  four  weeks'  time  had  turned  black  colour 
and  were  badly  affected.  In  one  instance  a  female 
fish  of  61b.  approaching  spawning  was  affected  in 
four  weeks,  and  had  to  be  destroyed.  It  was 
noticeable  that  this  fish's  backbone  had  taken  an 
upward  tendency  of  about  two  inches,  from  the 
dorsal  fin  to  the  tail. 

"  The  usual  cause  of  '  black  ophthalmia  '•  is  over- 
crowding, foul  conditions,  and  poor  circulation  of 
water.  This,  however,  hardly  applies  in  above 
cases — as  pond  was  not  crowded,  it  had  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  out,  the  circulation  was  fair, 
and  any  foulness  of  water  was  drawn  off  by  syphon 
constantly  in  use. 

"Livingston  Stone,  the  American  authority, 
states  that  the  disease  attacks  young  and  old  fish 
alike,  and  is  not  contagious.  The  fact,  however, 
that  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  fish  were  affected  points 
to  the  fact  that  it  may  be  contagious. 

"  The  point  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  disease 
is  a  nervous  disorder  or  the  product  of  a  germ. 
And  if  the  latter,  its  origin  and  cause. 

"The  disease  is  known  in  New  Zealand,  and 
some  experiments  made  there  gave  rise  to  the 
opinion  that  it  was  a  brain  disease,  and  might  be 
due  to  the  ova  having  been  subject  to  concussion 
in  the  trays. 

"  The  affected  rainbows  were  well-grown,  active 
fish,  and  approaching  three  years  old.  No  fish 
were  affected  as  two-year-olds. 

"  The  ova  came  from  New  Zealand,  and  it  may 
have  been  subject  to  concussion,  but  in  such  case 
it  would  be  expected  the  fish  would  develop  a 
weakness  before  reaching  the  third  year. 

"The  fact  that  the  fish  were  the  offspring  of 
fish  confined  in  ponds  for  two  or  thi'ee  (perhaps 
more)  generations  may  have  something  to  do  with 
the  appearance  of  the  disease,  and  it  may  be 
the  want  of  the  '  natural  wild  life '  making  itself 
manifest. 

"  The  fish  were  fed  twice  daily  on  boiled  liver, 
boiled  salt  fish  and  shrimps,  and  dog  biscuits 
mixed.  They  were  well  fed  and  grew  rapidly,  as 
evidenced  by  fish  reaching  a  weight  of  6Jlb.  when 
two  and  a  half  years  old.  Is  it  likely  the  feeding 
had  anything  to  do  with  developing  the  disease  ?  " 


Capture  of  a  Scottish  Pike  of  391b.  Reported. 

To  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  (who  often  sends  me  such 
interesting  items)  I  am  indebted  for  the  following 
report  of  the  capture  by  an  English  visitor  of  a 
39lb.  pike  when  fishing  in  the  Castle  Loch,  Loch- 
maben :  — 

"A  Monster  Pike. — While  fishing  in  the  Castle 
Loch,  Lochmaben,  the  other  day,  an  English 
visitor  killed  a  fine  pike,  which  turned  the  scale  at 
39lb.    The  fish  was  4ft.  in  length  and  23in.  in 
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girth.  This  is  the  largest  pike  that  has  been  caught 
in  the  Castle  Loch  for  a  number  of  years." 

This  report  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Evening 
Dispatch  one  day  last  week.  Another  report 
throws  doubt  on  the  method  of  capture ;  if  not 
taken  in  fair  fishing  much  of  its  interest  is  lost 
for  us. 

Since  writing  this  our  South  of  Scotland  reporter 
states  that  it  was  taken  in  a  net,  and  not  with  rod 
and  line. 


The  Destruction  of  Fish  in  the  Lea. 

A  friend,  an  old  Lea  angler,  writes  :  "  I  am  told 
that  the  wholesale  poisoning  of  fish  in  the  Lea  at 
Ware  was  due  to  the  water  poured  on  a  burning 
malting  getting  into  the  river.  What  we  poor 
fishermen  have  to  put  up  with  !  Query — is  any- 
body liable?"  If  it  can  be  shown  that  an 
owner  of  a  fishery  has  been  damaged,  I  think  he 
could  get  damages. 

Feeding-  Trout  in  the  Winter. 

I  asked  a  friend  who  has  always  a  fine  stock  of 
large  trovit  in  a  small  stream  what  he  fed  them  on 
in  the  winter,  and  he  says  : — "  I  feed  my  fish 
chiefiy  on  dog  biscuit  during  the  winter  season  and 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  feeding  very  sparingly 
after  the  natural  food  begins  to  get  abundant  in  the 
stream.  They,  however,  require  very  Uttle  artificial 
food,  as  the  stream  itself  is  full  of  all  forms  of 
insect  upon  wliich  trout  love  to  feed,  but,  of  course, 
in  the  dam  where  the  big  fish  hke  to  get  I  have  to 
give  them  some  artificial  food,  or  I  fear  the  younger 
fish  would  sadly  suffer." 

When  they  'ear  the  Beast  a  Callin'. 

Professor  Garner  reports  from  the  African 
jungles,  where  he  is  living  in  a  hut  to  study  simian 
talk,  that  probably  a  hundred  times  standing  at 
his  door  he  has  shouted  to  chimpanzees  and 
monkeys  and  they  have  answered  him.  Forest 
and  Stream  says : — •"  One  need  not  go  to  the  jangles 
of  Africa  to  get  answers  to  animal  calling;  the 
northern  woods  hear  every  autumn  the  answering 
calls  of  moose  to  men  ;  and  for  the  matter  of  that 
a  human  haa  in  a  sheep  pasture  will  bring  a  haa  in 
return." 

It  is  a  good  thing  fish  cannot  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  anglers  when  they  break  away  after 
hanging  them  up  in  the  weeds ! 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


FISHING  AT  THE  MAEBLE 
KOCKS,  NEAE  JUBBALPUE. 


I  HAVE  fished  in  the  Nerbudda  River  in  almost 
every  kind  of  weather — during  the  rains,  when  it  is 
muddy  and  chscoloured,  and  in  the  hottest  of  the 
hot  weather.  I  never  caught  anythuig  during  the 
rains  except  tengra,  batchwa,  and  cherki.  Of  these, 
at  this  season,  none  afford  any  real  sport,  but  the 
batchwa  is  very  excellent  eating  owing  to  his 
"  httle  Mary  "  being  well  lined,  at  this  time  of  year, 
with  dehcious  fat.  He  quacks  like  a  duck  when 
landed. 

But  give  me  the  river  during  the  hot  weather. 
Alahseer  of  any  size  may  be  landed  ;  several  of  very 
fair  size  are  sure  to  be,  and  the  manner  of  fishing 
is  quaint.  Most  people  have  heard  of  gram-fishing, 
and  the  following  account  is  -nTitten  for  those  who 
have  not  had  the  opportimity  of  trying  it. 

We  were  a  party  of  three — a  friend,  my  wife,  and 
self.  My  wife  and  I  started  about  8  a.m.  T., 
however,  could  not  get  away  from  office  till  2  p.m., 
so  followed  later  in  the  day. 

Leaving  Jubbalpur  by  tonga,  we  drove  to  the 
Marble  Rocks  Dak  bungalow,  some  fourteen  miles 
along  the  road  to  Mandla.  Even  the  drive  was  full 
of  mcident.  We  had  permits  to  shoot  for  a  few 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and  about  seven  miles 
from  Jubbalpur  we  came  upon  thi'ee  chickara 
feeding  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  road. 

They  were  fairly  used  to  the  tongas,  as  the  mails 
were  carried  daily  in  them,  and  they  let  us  get  quite 
close.  I  had  my  -2.56  Mannlicher  rifle,  of  course, 
quite  handy  ;  but  as  soon  as  the  tonga  stopped  they 
were  off.  However,  I  got  out,  and  after  a  good 
circuit  roimd  some  low  hills  I  came  on  either  one  of 
them  or  else  a  fresh  one.  I  crawled  to  about 
eighty  yards  from  him,  and  bagged  him  with  a  shot 
just  where  the  neck  joins  the  shoulder.  Having 
called  up  the  tonga- wallah,  we  gralloched  him,  and 
tied  him  to  the  side  of  the  tonga.    He  was  not  much 


of  a  trophy,  his  head  measuring  only  9|  inches ;  but 
in  the  bungalow  liis  flesh  was  most  welcome,  as  it  is, 
in  my  opinion,  about  the  best  venison  in  India, 
second,  of  course,  to  the  kliarkor,  or  rib-faced  deer. 
Further  on  my  wife  shot  a  peacock,  which  was 
feeding  in  a  patch  of  old  cut  crops,  so  we  had  made 
a  good  start. 

On  arriving  at  the  bmigalow,  we  had  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  river,  which  here  flows  deep  and 
dark  blue  between  high  perpendicular  cliffs  of 
variegated  marble.  With  a  few-  small  rocky  islands 
dotted  here  and  there,  and  a  native  temple  or  two, 
it  forms  a  scene  not  easily  forgotten. 

We  foimd  our  two  muchi-wallahs,  or  fishermen, 
waiting  for  us,  and  sent  them  ofl:  to  bait  the  runs 
for  to-morrow,  as  we  had  agi'eed  not  to  begin  fishing 
before  T.'s  arrival.  He  came  about  6  p.m.,  having 
seen  a  panther  on  the  road  just  in  front  of  the  tonga, 
but  it  vanished  while  he  was  taking  his  rifle  out  of 
its  case,  and  he  got  no  shot.  He  had  been  using  a 
scatter -gun,  and  had  bagged  a  few  green  pigeons, 
or  hmrial,  as  they  arc  called. 

After  dinner  we  made  up  casts  and  traces,  and 
put  the  rods  together  for  the  morning.  Then,  after 
a  rubber  of  cut-throat  btidge,  we  turned  in, 
to  be  up  at  4  a.m.,  for  the  sun  soon  warms  up  the 
rocks  after  seven  o'clock,  and  standing  on  hot  rocks 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  or  sitting  on  them  for  that 
matter,  is  not  too  comfortable. 

Up  just  before  the  sun  (but  not  before  the  brain- 
fever  bird,  for  he  sang  all  night)  T.  and  I  had  a 
bathe,  and,  as  he  had  only  tliree  days'  leave  to  our 
ten,  we  gave  him  choice  of  boats  and  places.  He 
chose  one  of  the  small  islands  at  the  head  of  the  run, 
just  below  the  bungalow,  and  fished  thereabouts  all 
the  first  day.  He  had  no  luck  at  all  the  whole  three 
days,  however,  only  catching  twenty-nine  fish,  the 
largest  weighing  4ilb.  He  had  nine  4-pounders, 
and  the  rest  were  all  from  21b.  to  3lb.  He  was 
broken  a  few  times  by  large  fish,  but  was  most 
imlucky.  My  wife  and  I  went  downstream  about 
half  a  mile  to  a  sandy  spit  close  to  a  bathing  ghat, 
and  fished  from  the  shore  at  first.  We  were  fairly 
successful  for  a  time,  but  the  fish  soon  went  off  the 
feed. 

We  all  three  fished  first  with  gram,  or  chunna,  as 
the  natives  here  call  it.  It  is  a  round  grain  some- 
thmg  hke  a  bean,  but  very  floury.  It  forms  the 
staple  food  of  the  native  in  many  parts  of  India. 
Horses  are  also  fed  on  it,  and  it  behoves  the  Indian 
horseman  to  keep  an  eye  on  his  corn-bin,  for  the 
syces  steal  it  freely.  Hence  the  native  proverb, 
"  The  eye  of  the  master  maketh  the  horse  fat." 

The  method  of  fishing  with  gram  is  as  follows : — 
It  is  first  parched,  hke  American  "  popped  "  corn, 
and  then  a  small  hole  is  drilled  through  each  gi-ain. 
Only  the  biggest  and  whitest  should  be  chosen  for 
this,  and  the  rest  is  used  for  siurface  baiting.  Using 
a  hook  mounted  on  gut,  the  gut  is  threaded  through 
the  hole  in  the  grain,  which  is  forced  down  the  shank 
to  the  bend.  A  good-sized  hook  is  one  with  a  bend 
perhaps  a  trifle  over  Jin.  from  shanli  to  point  of  hook. 
Eyed  hooks  are  useless,  as  the  gram  is  brittle,  and 
the  eye  always  cracks  it.  Use  a  cast  of  three  of 
these,  and  fish  as  with  a  cast  of  dry  flies,  if  one  may 
use  the  expression.  Then  carefully  stalk  the  likely- 
looking  spots  of  the  river,  which  have  been  pre- 
viously baited,  and  throw  in  a  small  handful  of 
parched  grain,  of  which  you  carry  a  pocketful.  It 
is,  of  course,  carried  away  down  stream,  floating, 
most  of  it,  on  the  surface.  Note  now  where  the 
biggest  individual  rise  takes  place,  and  Cast  just 
downstream  of  it.  This  is  the  difficult  part. 
Perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  fish  rise  almost  simul- 
taneously. You  have  but  httle  time,  as  you  must 
make  up  your  mind  and  cast  at  once. 

The  gram  will  be  taken  every  time  for  perhaps  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  If  you  can  spot  the  best  fish 
you  are  almost  sure  to  catch  him,  but  if  he  is  a  good 
one,  you  wall  only  get  that  one  in  that  "  swim  " 
duruig  the  morning.  The  fish  get  further  and 
further  down  stream,  following  the  grain,  till  after 
a  short  time  they  are  so  far  off  that  you  have  to  let 
out  so  much  fine  that  you  sink  the  cast  and  hooks 
and  they  wiU  not  look  at  it. 

Fish  up  to  401b.  have  been  caught  in  this  way, 
and  it  is  a  delightfully  clean  and  pleasant  way  to  fish, 
approaching  so  closely  as  it  does  to  fly-flshing.  I 
.have  known  fish  take  five  bait,  dead  bait,  and  spoon 
in  this  river,  but  never  have  I  heard  of  anything 
being  taken  on  the  fly.  We  used  a  cast  of  three 
hooks  with  three  grains  of  gi'am,  one  on  each,  on  a 
9ft.  single-gut  (medium)  trace.  Our  biggest  fish 
weighed  121b.,  but  many  were  of  91b.  and  under.  A 
good  day's  bag  would  be  about  501b.  to  801b.  weight. 


Occasionally  we  anchored  in  a  dug-out  canoe  and 
fished  all  night  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  mosquitoes  were 
too  bad.  One  had  to  smoke,  and  one's  throat  got 
so  dry  that  after  a  few  hours  it  was  generally  home 
to  the  bungalow  and  bed. 

There  was  a  temple  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
bungalow,  where  an  old  fakir  used  to  call  the  fish 
to  him  to  be  fed.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  in  my 
o\ra  mind  that  fish  can  hear.  He  used  to  walk  bare- 
footed down  the  steps  leading  to  the  water's  edge, 
and  call  out  "  Aow,  Mucin,  aow,  aow,"  and  many 
fish,  some  very  large  ones,  would  come  to  him,  and 
he  would  throw  m  balls  of  some  sort  of  paste.  I 
have  also  frequently  seen  a  man  call  the  river- 
tortoises  to  him  to  be  fed  in  the  Jumna  at  Agra, 
and  also  at  Allahabad. 

Where  the  banks  of  the  Nerbudda  shelve  down 
to  the  stream,  many  kinds  of  precious  stones  may 
be  foimd.  Agates,  jasper,  cornelian,  blood-stone, 
crystals,  and  amethysts.  But  the  native  stone- 
cutter who  haunted  the  bungalow  with  a  view  to 
cutting  and  pohshing  the  "  finds  "  of  visitors,  always 
wanted  moss-agates  or,  better  still,  w-ater-agates. 
These  latter  were  agate  pebbles,  in  which  a  drop  of 
water  had  become  imprisoned.  They  reminded  me 
somewhat  of  sphit-levels.  In  return  for  the  best 
stone,  a  large  water-agate,  the  old  man  cut  and 
polished  fifty  stones  for  my  wife. 

There  is  a  water-fall  some  half-mile  up  the  river, 
and  it  would  be  hard  to  imagme  a  more  magnificent 
sight  than  this  fall  on  a  moonlight  night,  dropping 
between  columns  of  white  marble  into  the  blue  deeps 
below.  It  has  its  sad  memories  too.  Some  years 
ago  two  officers  were  fishing  there,  and,  on  the  cliffs 
above,  a  soldier  was  shooting  blue  pigeons,  which 
breed  in  the  holes  in  the  rock.  Now,  high  up  above 
the  water,  on  the  overhanging  ehfis,  bees  have 
nested  for  years,  and  do  so  still.  The  report  of  the 
gims,  or  else  the  smoke,  aroused  some  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  these,  and  they  swooped  down  upon 
the  occupants  of  the  boat.  Everybody  had  to  take 
to  the  water,  and  even  then  the  bees  never  left  them. 
Eventually  one  officer  and  one  native  escaped,  and 
the  remainder,  being  so  stung  that  they  could  not 
get  to  cover,  went  over  the  falls  and  were  drowned. 
An  old  boatman  told  rae  the  story,  and  there  is  an 
officer's  grave  there  with  an  inscription  to  the  same 
effect.  All  who  go  there  are  cautioned  not  to  shoot, 
shout,  or  smoke  when  visiting  the  falls. 

There  are  a  few  places  where  large  fish  can  be 
caught  on  atta  (wheat  flour)  paste,  but  these 
are  chiefiy  near  the  temples,  and  the  fakirs  some- 
times object.  One  old  greybeard  saw  me  fishing 
near  his  temple,  and  as  I  did  not  move  when  he 
shouted,  he  blew  a  great  blast  on  a  conch-shell,  and 
out  came  about  forty  boys  from  a  building,  perhaps 
a  rehgious  school,  near  by.  These  he  at  once  directed 
to  bathe  all  round  my  line,  and  they  splashed  about 
and  drove  all  the  fish  away. 

But  gram-fishing  is  better  sport.  The  one  draw- 
back is  having  to  untie  the  gut  of  the  hook  from  the 
trace  so  often  to  rebait,  as  when  gram  becomes 
water-logged,  which  it  soon  does,  it  sinks.  When 
a  fish  is  caught,  too,  unless  it  blows  the  grain  off  the 
line,  the  gram  is  always  broken. 

I  have  heard  of  a  wooden  substitute,  made  to 
resemble  the  grain,  but  have  not  tried  it.  I  avoid 
untying,  by  a  knot  of  my  own  invention,  which 
saves  me  much  trouble. 

I  trust  I  may  be  spared  to  have  another  trip  to 
the  Marble  Rocks  some  day.  I  have  seldom  en- 
joyed my  Indian  leaves  so  much  as  when  fishing  and 
shooting  from  the  Dak  bungalow  there. 

Staelight. 


THE  LATEST  EISH  TALES  FEOM 
AMEEICA. 


Me.  Hbney  Levi,  writing  to  the  editor  of  the 
American  Field,  says: — 

"  The  writer  recently  noticed  the  following  fish 
story,  purporting  to  have  been  clipped  from  the 
Charleston  (W.  Va.)  Gazette  : — 

"  '  The  people  living  along  the  Greenbrier  river 
between  Talcott  and  Alderson  have  at  last  dis- 
covered who  the  thieves  are  who  have  been  milking 
their  cows  for  the  past  few  weeks.  It  seems  that 
during  the  intensely  hot  spell  which  we  have  been 
undergoing,  the  cows  of  the  different  farmers  have 
been  coming  home  from  the  pastures  already 
milked,  and  the  owners  have  been  keeping  a  close 
watch  for  the  thieves.  It  now  develops  that  the 
cows  have  been  going  into  the  river  during  the  hot 
spell,  and  standing  with  the  water  well  up  to  their 
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sides  for  coolness,  and  the  fish  with  which  the 
stream  abounds  have  been  milking  them.  One 
enterprising  farmer  fastened  a  net  with  several  fish 
liooks  about  his  cow's  udder,  and  when  the  animal 
came  home  she  had  caught  two  German  carp  and 
a  small  black  bass.' 

"The  journal  from  which  I  procured  the  clipping 
adds:  'It  is  now  up  to  Charlie  Wells,  or  some 
other  local  Munchausen,  to  "  see  this  story  and  go 
it  one  better." ' 

"Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  not  Charlie  Wells, 
neither  am  I  a  Munchausen,  but  my  parents  were 
from  Hohenzollern,  which  is  a  very  near  neighbour 
to  Munchen,  and  myself  being  born  in  Kentucky 
and  raised  in  Illinois  am  known  for  telling  the 
truth  when  discussing  fish  stories,  and  I  give 
Chief  Horan,  fire  marshal  of  Chicago,  or  Attorney 
Henry  W.  Leman,  as  my  reference. 

"I  could  easily  prove  the  correctness  of  the 
following  story  if  only  'old  Isaac  Westover  were 
alive  ' ;  but  poor  Ike  departed  this  world,  about 
four  years  ago,  in  a  premature  dynamite  explosion 
while  removing  tree  stumps  from  his  farm  in 
Minnesota.  However,  to  show  that  my  story  is 
correctly  given,  as  interpreted  from  Westover,  I 
would  refer  the  readers  of  your  valuable  journal 
to  W.  W.  McFarland,  that  tall  sycamore  of  South 
Water -street,  or  Colonel  Sanborn  or  Bob  Street, 
all  of  Chicago,  and  old-time  visitors  of  Westover's 
resort,  which  was  situated  on  the  beautiful  banks 
of  Dead  Lake  in  the  forests  of  Minnesota,  twenty- 
five  miles  north-west  of  Fergus  Falls.  A  beautiful 
creek  runs  through  this  farm  and  empties  into 
Dead  Lake.  Tois  lake  is  known  for  its  abundance 
of  bass,  pickerel,  and  other  game  fish,  and  many 
happy  weeks  have  been  spent  listening  to  Ike's 
wonderful  stories  of  the  game  and  fish  he  used  to 
get,  'eighteen  years  ago  this  fall,  by  gad,  sir!  ' 

"  Year  after  year  he  repeated  these  stories  to  us, 
and  always  as  '  eighteen  years  ago  this  fall,  by 
gad,  sir!'  and  in  answer  to  this  cow-fish  story  I 
will  say  Westover  once  told  us  he  used  to  have  a 
fine  Jersey  cow,  a  good  milker,  but  all  of  a  sudden 
she  began  to  come  home  partly  dry.  One  day  she 
was  observed  leaving  the  creek  and  stopping  at 
a  fence  comer  of  the  farm.  CalUng  his  faithful 
shepherd  dog,  Isaac  ran  to  see  what  caused  the 
trouble,  and  wishing  to  make  a  short  cut  did  not 
go  up  to  the  bridge  to  cross,  but  removed  his  boots 
and  waded  the  creek.  On  nearing  the  opposite 
shore  he  felt  a  strange  sensation  in  each  one  of  his 
legs.  Clapping  his  hands  on  each  of  his  overall 
legs  he  jumped  to  the  bank,  and  gut  fell  two  fine 
brook  trout,  weighing  21b.  each.  When  Isaac 
reached  the  Jersey  cow  he  found  a  large  catfish, 
weighing  8lb.  This  fish  was  milking  the  cow,  and 
feeding  the  milk  to  her  twelve  kitten  fish  (if  a 
large  one  is  a  catfish  a  small  one  surely  is  a  kitten). 
For  a  few  minutes  Westover  was  quite  busy  with 
a  piece  of  fence  rail,  knocking  down  fish ;  and  that 
evening  Mrs.  Westover  had  catfish  to  fry. 

"  Now,  the  strange  part  of  it  is  that  the  faithful 
shepherd  dog  had  watched  the  whole  performance, 
and,  being  a  remarkable  animal  of  this  wise  species, 
he  got  the  habit  almost  daily  of  driving  the  cow 
into  the  creek,  and  as  she  emerged  to  the  bank  he 
used  to  pick  out  a  fine  mess  of  bass,  trout,  or  catfish 
and  bring  them  to  the  house,  and  the  Westover 
table  was  always  supplied  with  plenty  of  fresh  fish 
without  the  use  of  expensive  tackle  or  of  going  to 
the  trouble  of  catching  them." 


THE 


SNAP-SHOOTING 
FISHING. 


OF 


"  Why  not  try  the  Coachman  ? "  In  a  west- 
country  village  I  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
born  angler,  and  we  were  talking  of  the  advan- 
tages on  rapid  streams  of  the  upstream  single-fly 
method.  I  had  mentioned  the  difficulty  of  keeping 
an  eye  on  ih<i  fly  as  it  comes  tumbling  down  the 
stickles.  "Why  not  try  the  Coachman  ?"  Why 
had  the  idea  never  occurred  to  me  ?  Because,  no 
doubt,  in  this  part  of  the  west  no  one  thinks  of 
putting  on  a  Coachman  until  nearly  dark,  and  then 
only  in  the  height  of  summer. 

The  idea  of  fishing  fast  rivers  and  brooks  up- 
stream with  a  conspicuous  fly,  of  course,  is  not  a 
new  one.  In  the  very  town  where  I  am  writing 
there  was  published,  forty-three  years  ago,  Gut- 
Cliffe's  "  Art  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams," 
a  work  which  unfolds  a  system  of  angling  truly 
scientific,  and  based,  so  far  as  fly  fishing  is  con- 


cerned, entirely  upon  that  idea.  The  streams  on 
which  Cutcliffe  practised  fly  fishing  are  in  a  remark- 
able degree  suitable  for  the  application  of  the 
principle  now  being  considered  ;  in  fact,  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  season,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  catch  trout  with  the  fly  in  any  other  way. 
Strange  indeed  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no 
native  fisherman  in  the  neighbourhood  makes  a 
practice  of  following  GutcliSc.  The  flies  described 
in  his  charming  little  work  are  dressed  by  one  or 
two  artists,  and  are  used  by  the  knowing  ones 
among  the  fraternity,  but  I  have  yet  to  meet  the 
local  angler  who  grasps  the  fundamental  fact  that 
Cutcliffe's  innovation  was  not  flies  but  method. 
I  have  had  only  two  single  flies  of  Cutcliffe 's  pat- 
terns in  my  life,  but,  by  following  his  method,  I 
have  had  excellent  sport  all  through  the  summer 
on  streams  of  which  the  local  opinion  is  summed 
up  in  the  words :  "  It's  no  use  going  there  except 
just  after  a  thunderstorm." 

Some  three  years  ago,  disgusted  at  my  poor 
success  with  the  down-stream  wet-fly  method  of 
fishing  universally  pi-actised  here,  I  boldly  adopted 
Cutcliffs's  plan  of  a  gaudy  fly  fished  upstream. 
My  success  on  small  rapid  streams— and  my  fishing 
is  practically  confined  to  them — was  immediate 
and  startling.  "  I  should  never  have  thought 
you'd  have  killed  with  that  fly,"  said  an  old  local 
angler  when  I  showed  him  my  bag  on  a  blazing 
August  day.  "That  fly"  was  a  big  Golden 
Earwig.  I  certainly  should  not  have  killed  with 
it  if  I  had  used  it  dragging  down-stream  as  he 
probably  would  have  done.  It  hardly  seems  to 
matter  what  the  fly  is  so  long  as  it  is  conspicuous 
— red  hackles  and  red  tags  seem  to  be  irresistible — 
but  during  the  past  season,  from  early  May  to 
mid-September,  acting  upon  the  hint  mentioned  at 
the  beginning  of  this  paper,  I  have  practically 
confined  myself  to  the  upright  white-winged 
Coachman,  and  my  success  has  been  greater  than 
ever  before;  alike  on  the  hottest  and  brightest 


keenness,  which  with  me  is  after  a  very  limited 
number  of  hours,  it  is  best  to  cease  fishing,  for 
lack  of  zest  means  almost  absolute  non-success, 
and  disgusted  reflections  during  the  journey  home. 
When  one  is  really  in  the  vein  for  it — and  that, 
granted  reasonable  skill  in  casting,  seems  to  be  the 
only  qualification — the  method  actually  approxi- 
mates to  certainty :  something  new  in  angling  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

One  more  word  on  the  subject  of  flies.  Since 
adopting  the  Coachman  I  have  often  experimented 
with  changes,  but  have  never  gained  much,  if 
anything.  The  Red  Tag  and  similar  flies  arc,  I 
believe,  quite  as  killing;  but  the  extraordinary 
visibility  at  any  distance  of  the  Coachman,  whether 
floating  as  it  ought  to  be  or  accidentally  sunk,  is 
delightful  to  the  eye.  And  everything  depends  on 
seeing  the  fly  all  the  time.  F.  A.  M. 


"MAKKING"  SALMON. 


EXPERIMENTS  IN  LANCASHIRE  RIVERS. 


Mr.  Albert  Wade,  F.E.S.,  of  Preston,  kindly 
sends  us  the  following  from  the  Lancashire  Daily 
Post  of  Sept.  11  :  — 

"  By  kind  permission  of  the  Conservators  of  the 
Lune,  Wyre,  Keer,  and  Cocker  Fishery  Board,  Mr. 
Albert  Wade,  F.E.S.,  of  Preston,  has  been  em- 
powered to  '  mark '  salmon  (including  sea-trout) 
in  the  rivers  under  their  jurisdiction,  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  further  information  on  their  growth 
and  migration,  etc.  A  number  of  such  fish  have 
been  '  marked '  by  attaching  a  small  oblong  silver 
label,  oxidised  or  blackened,  and  bearing  distinctive 
letters  and  numbers  (for  example,  W.2862,  shown 
in  sketch),  to  the  dorsal  or  large  back  fin  near  the 
point  indicated  below. 

"  These  experiments  will  be  continued  for  an  in- 
definite period.     Rewards  will  be  paid,  on  the 


days,  in  dull,  cloudy  weather,  and  in  the  gloom  and 
downpour  of  a  thunderstorm. 

I  use  only  one  fly,  well  dressed  with  paraffin  to 
keep  it  afloat.  No.  3  new  scale  is  a  capital  size, 
and  the  smallest  I  have  used  this  year  has  been 
No.  1.  Six  feet  of  gut  tapered  down  to  2x  or  3x, 
a  short  reel  line,  and  a  light  stiffish  brook  rod, 
eight  feet  long,  connect  the  fly  with  the  hand. 

And  now  for  the  explanation  of  my  title — "  The 
Snap-Shooting  of  Fishing."  As  the  Coachman 
comes  skimming  down  the  stream,  or  shows  clear 
for  an  instant  between  boulders  or  patches  of 
weed,  a  fish  rises,  takes  the  fly,  and  next  moment 
is  in  the  grass.  There  is  no  other  way.  Try  to 
play  the  fish  and  he  is  gone.  The  method  would 
be  useless  where  fish  run  often  above  a  quarter  of 
a  pound,  but  here  at  least  every  other  fish  is  put 
back  as  being  under  seven  inches,  while  the  fine 
gut,  which  is  as  necessary  in  this  as  in  other  kinds 
of  fly-fishing,  usually  hoists  the  surprised  quarter- 
pounder.  The  angler  must  be  extremely  watchful 
and  as  quick  as  lightning,  or  the  fish  either  is  not 
hooked  or  is  hooked  and  away.  It  is  scarcely  an 
exaggeration  to  say  that  a  habit  is  formed  of 
looking  for  a  rise  not  in  the  water  but  in  the  grass ; 
the  rise  and  arrival  of  the  fish  often  seem  to  be 
simultaneous.  A  quarter-pounder  passes  within 
an  inch  of  one's  ear  with  all  his  fins  vibrating,  and 
whirring  like  an  express  train.  The  next  is 
knocked  back  into  the  water  through  the  bank 
being  an  inch  too  high.  Many  drop  off  the  hook 
in  mid-air,  either  back  into  the  stream  or  into  the 
grass,  where  they  show  remarkable  liveliness,  and 
are  by  no  means  caught  until  they  are  in  the  bag. 
Not  a  few  are  landed  on  the  far  side  of  the  stream, 
if  it  happens  to  be  narrow  enough,  and  to  be 
coming  round  a  bend.  The  sport  is  most  exciting 
and  exacting,  and  when  the  edge  is   off  one's 


following  conditions,  for  the  recovery  of  fish  bearing 
such  labels  or  other  '  marks,'  or  for  information 
respecting  them:  — 

"1.  A  reward  of  3s.,  in  addition  to  the  market 
value  of  the  fish,  will  be  paid  for  each  fish  in 
marketable  condition,  if  delivered  immediately 
(with  label  intact)  to  one  of  the  persons  named 
in  the  list  given  below,  with  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  exact  place,  time,  and  method  of  capture. 

"  The  Secretary,  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
3,  Delahay-street,  London,  S.  W. ;  or  to  Mr.  Richard 
Bagot,  fisherman,  Sunderland  Point,  near  Lan- 
caster ;  Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  Oakenclough  Fishery, 
Garstang,  Lancashire ;  Mr.  John  Raby,  fisherman, 
Overton,  near  Lancaster;  Mr.  Henry  Raby,  the 
Lighthouse,  Cockersands  Abbey,  near  Lancaster ; 
Mr.  Wm.  Snape,  fishmonger,  Market-street,  Lan- 
caster. 

"2.  A  reward  of  Is.  fid.  will  be  paid  for  each 
label  taken  from  an  imseasonable  or  unclean  fish 
(or  from  a  fish  which  for  any  other  reason  it  is 
not  practicable  to  send),  provided  the  label  be 
sent  accompanied  by  full  particulars  of  the 
weight,  length,  sex,  and  condition  of  the  fish,  of 
the  exact  place,  time,  and  method  of  capture, 
and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  disposed  of. 

"3.  A  reward  of  fid.  will  be  paid  for  a  label 
unaccompanied  by  particulars. 

"It  is  to  systematic  marking  experiments  that  we 
shall  have  to  look  for  the  further  elucidation  of 
many  of  the  obscure  points  in  the  life  history  of 
these  interesting  fish,  and  for  the  solution  of  some 
of  our  most  difficult  salmou  problems." 


"  Sir  Cecil  Wray  caught,  in  1799,  at  the  draining 
of  the  water  from  liis  lake,  at  Summer  Castle,  a 
pike  that  weighed  471b." — Qent.  Matj.,  Vol.  xxxv 
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OCTOBER  ANGLING  IN 

CO.  DONEGAL  : 

RAINBOWS  AND  LOCH  LEVENS  IN  THE 
LOUGHS. 


Several  of  the  Donegal  waters  are  closed  on 
the  last  day  of  September,  and  some  of  those  that 
are  not  might  just  as  well  be,  for  they  provide  but 
indifferent,  if  any,  sport  after  that  date.  But 
there  remains  a  number  of  lakes  and  several  rivers 
that  continue  to  fish  well  untU  the  end  of  October, 
after  which  all  angling  in  the  county  is  at  an  end 
for  the  season,  there  being  no  coarse  fishing  avail- 
able in  any  part  of  it.  Those  sportsmen  who 
combine  shooting  with  fishing  (and  golf)  will  find 
plenty  to  occupy  their  time  until  November  is 
here  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  genial  weather 
generally  prevails  throughout  October  in  the  land 
of  Tyrconnel, 

So  far  as  salmon  fishing  is  concerned  the  little 
that  remains  ai^ailable  after  September  30  is  hardly 
worth  speaking  about ;  it  is  quite  an  exceptional 
thing  to  get  a  really  clean  fish,  and,  personally,  I 
consider  there  is  nothing  to  choose  between  the 
disappointment  of  hooking  "  red ' '  fish  in  autumn 


on  into  the  month  of  November,  when  it  has  proved 
to  contain  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  sea-trout,  ranging  from  1  lb.  to  81b.  or  91b.  in 
weight  (plenty  of  3-pounders  and  4-pounders), 
most  of  them  clean  run  fish  ;  and  Mr.  Hanlon,  the 
manager  of  the  fishery,  assures  me  that  the 
contents  of  the  trap  is  seldom  less,  and  often 
more.  This  not  only  proves  the  fact  of  a  late  run 
of  sea-trout,  but  also  discovers  that  many  of  these 
late,  big  fish  run  clean  through  the  chain  of  lakes, 
for  Meenlecknalore  is  the  top  lough  of  the  chain. 
When  in  conjunction  with  the  foregoing  informa- 
tion it  is  remembered  that  the  present  season 
(1906)  at  the  Rosses  has  been  a  good  one  so  far, 
and  that  a  large  number  of  fish  are  still  running, 
the  sea-trout  fishing  from  Dungloe  throughout 
October  should  be  well  worth  sampling,  and  cer- 
tainly Lough  Meenlecknalore  should  be  given  a 
good  trial. 

Another  good  late  sea-trout  water  is  the  Stragar 
river,  which  can  be  fished  (free)  from  either  KiUy- 
begs  or  Dunkineely.  A  third  is  the  Owenwee,  or 
Yellow  river,  which  can  be  fished  (free)  from  the 
Glencolumbkille  Hotel,  Carrick,  and  a  fourth  is  the 
Owentocker  river  at  Ardara,  which  can  be  fished 
(free)  from  the  Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel.  I  have 
already  described  these  rivers  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

Although  May  is  the  best  month  for  brown 


drives  and  walks  in  the  neighbourhood ;  it  is  within 
easy  reach  of  beautiful  cliff,  coast,  mountain,  lake, 
and  river  scenery,  including  Horn  Head,  the 
Marble  Arch,  McSwyne's  Gun,  etc. ;  there  is  excel- 
lent wildfowl  and  rough  shore  shooting,  free  ;  capital 
golf  links  ;  safe  sea  bathing  and  sailing ;  wonderful 
sea  fishing  and  good  brown  trout  fishing  in  several 
lakes,  the  chief  of  which  is  Port  Lough.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  prolific  trout  waters  in  co.  Donegal, 
and  it  is  a  great  favourite  with  that  excellent  angler 
and  all-round  sportsman,  Capt.  W.  Edgeworth 
Johnstone,  the  R.M.  of  the  district,  who  declares 
the  lake  to  be  seemingly  inexhaustible,  notwith- 
standing the  many  fish  that  are  taken  from  it  every 
season.  The  Captain  returns  all  fish  under  half  a 
pound,  and  then  has  good  baskets.  There  is  no 
trouble — granted  decent  skill — in  getting  baskets 
of  fish  from  this  lough  even  so  late  as  October,  for 
it  fishes  well  all  through  the  season.  There  are 
boats  on  it,  the  charge  for  -which,  including  the 
services  of  a  competent  boatman,  is  four  shillings 
per  day.  The  fly  on  this  lough  is  a  small  Fiery 
Brown,  and  other  good  patterns  in  their  order  of 
merit  are :  Claret  and  Partridge,  Black  and  Blea, 
Black  and  Teal,  March  Brown.,  Olives,  and  Hoyle's 
Badger  Hackle.  Within  car  driving  distance  (7^ 
miles)  are  the  Falcarragh  rivers,  which  include  the 
Ray,  the  Tullaghobegly,  and  the  Glenna  ;  these  are 
salmon  and  sea-trout  rivers,  and  permission  to  fish 
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and  the  annoyance  of  fastening  into  kelts  in 
spring.  But  the  sea -trout  fishing  is  quite  another 
story.  These  fish  continue  to  run  into  certain 
rivers,  and  are  consequently  to  be  found  in  certain 
lakes,  tmtil  the  end  of  the  season — and  even  after ; 
true  their  number  is  considerably  less  than  obtains 
in  the  main  runs  of  July  and  August,  but  there  is 
as  good,  if  not  a  better,  chance  of  getting  big  fish 
in  October  than  earlier  in  the  season.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  some  of  the  biggest  sea-trout  taken  in 
CO.  Donegal  each  season  are  caught  in  the  month 
of  October,  after  the  bulk  of  the  visitors  have  left. 
Further  proof  of  this  late  run  of  big  sea-trout  is 
forthcoming  in  the  following  manner.  Imme- 
diately below  Lough  Meenlecknalore,  on  the  Dungloe 
chain  of  lakes,  in  connection  with  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  is  a  trap  (which,  by-the-by,  is  not  put 
into  action  until  after  the  close  of  the  angling 
season).  It  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
fish  until  they  are  quite  "rijDC,"  when  they  are 
"  stripped,"  and  the  eggs  so  obtained  are  placed  in 
the  hatchery  attached  to  the  fishery,  there  to  go 
through  the  process  of  incubation,  hatching  and 
rearing,  the  fry  being  utilised  for  stocking  the 
various  waters  of  the  Rosses.  In  passing,  a 
word  of  praise  is  due  to  the  head  water- 
bailiff,  George  Hamilton,  for  the  careful,  cleanly, 
and  thoroughly  practical  manner  in  which  he 
conducts  the  operations  at  the  hatchery.  I 
have  seen    this    trap  drawn  with  a  net,  well 


trout  fishing  in  co.  Donegal — taking  the  county 
all  through  and  season  after  season — many  of  the 
lakes  fish  very  well  through  the  autumn,  September 
being  a  really  good  month  for  some,  and  sport  on 
others  continuing  until  the  end  of  October. 
Among  the  best  of  these  late  brown  trout  lakes 
are  Lough  Nillan,  which  can  be  fished  either  from 
Ardara  or  from  Glenties,  Lough  lUion  (Dungloe), 
and  Port  Lough  (Dunfanaghy ).  The  first  two  I 
have  previously  referred  to  in  these  columns,  the 
last-named  is  now  mentioned  by  me  for  the  first 
time,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  a  few 
words  about  it  and  the  district  in  which  it  lies. 

Dunfanaghy  is  reached  from  Belfast  or  Dublin 
via,  Londonderry  (Belfast  and  Northern  Counties 
Railway)  to  Dunfanaghy-road  Station  (Burtonport 
Railway),  thence  drive,  about  six  miles.  It  is 
situated  on  an  arm  of  Sheephaven  Bay,  is  sheltered 
from  the  cold  winds  by  the  heights  of  Horn  Head, 
and  enjoys  genial  weather  throughout  October-^ 
often  enough  right  into  November.  Comfortable 
accommodation  can  be  had  in  several  private 
houses,  particulars  of  which  can  be  obtained  from 
the  local  postmaster,  and  there  is  a  very  cosy 
hotel,  the  Stewart  Arms,  admirably  conducted  by 
Mr.  J.  A.  Sterritt,  who,  by-the-by,  has  just 
completed  an  excellent  18-hole  golf  course  quite 
close  to  his  establishment.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
point  to  a  more  attractive  back-end  sporting  holiday 
resort  than  Dunfanaghy.    There  are  some  charming 


them  can  be  obtained  from  Sir  John  Olphert,  of 
Falcarragh. 

There  is  a  fine  sporting  water,  Sessiagh  Lough, 
quite  close  to  Dunfanaghy  in  connection  with  which 
some  interesting  experiments  in  stocking  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  owner,  Hugh  A.  Law,  Esq.,  who 
is  the  sitting  M.P.  for  this  district  of  Donegal. 
These  experiments  are  worth  recording  as  they  are 
valuable  evidence  of  what  can  and  should  be  done, 
and  what  should  be  avoided,  in  connection  with 
the  improvement  of  other  similar  waters  in  co, 
Donegal.  The  illustration  which  accompanies  this 
article  is  of  the  northern  shore  of  the  lough,  which 
covers  about  half  a  square  mile  in  all.  Although 
the  shores  are  rocky  there  is  a  good  supply  of 
natural  food  in  the  lough,  water-snails,  water- 
shrimps,  and  other  f 01  ms  of  Crustacea  andmollusca. 
It  is  principally  fed  by  a  stream  that  comes  down 
from  the  hillside,  and  this  stream  has  some  nice 
redds  on  it  at  places,  but  it  is  subject  to  heavy 
spates  at  times :  and  in  this  connection  I  venture 
to  suggest  to  Mr.  Law  that  he  should  make  some 
protected  redds  on  this  stream,  such  as  I  describe 
and  illustrate  in  my  book  on  "  Fish  Farming  for 
Pleasure  and  Profit."  Such  protected  redds  are  all 
that  is  necessary  to  keep  up  a  good  head  of  fish  in 
the  lake  for  all  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1898  two  thousand  fry  (one 
month  old)  of  Salmo  irideus,  rainbow  trout,  were 
planted  in  this  lough.   In  September  of  1899  Mr. 
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Law  caught  one  of  these  on  rod  and  line  with 
artificial  fly;  its  weight  was  fib.  In  June  of  1900 
everal  were  caught  (also  on  fly),  the  weights 
arying  from  l^lb.  to  21b.  lOoz.  These  fish  were 
then  two  years  old.  Since  that  year  the  rainbows 
ave  refused  to  rise  {except  very  rarely)  to  the  artificial 
■fly,  but  each  season  a  few  have  been  taken  on 
"poon-bait  or  minnow;  they  have  ranged  between 
41b.  and  61b.,  as  a  rule,  the  largest,  a  handsome 
"sh  of  Tjlb.,  succumbed  to  the  wiles  of  a  spoon 
ait  in  1905.  I  would  add  here  that  rainbows 
were  also  introduced  by  Mr.  Law  into  some  lakes  at 
Creeslough,  which  is  about  five  miles  distant,  and 
that  the  same  thing  has  happened  in  connection 
with  these  fish.  In  November,  1900,  five  thousand 
eyed  ova,  (S.  levenensis  x  S.  fario,  were  success- 
fully hatched  on  natural  rudds  in  the  stream  that 
supplies  the  lough ;  and  the  following  year  eight 
thousand  eyed  ova,  S.  jario,  were  equally  successfully 
hatched  in  the  same  manner.  These  fish  have 
grown  rapidly,  and  have  and  are  providing  grand 
sport,  as  they  rise  freely  to  an  artificial  fly — even 
the  biggest  of  them.  The  largest  taken  in  1905 
weighed  5^1b.,  and  proved  to  be  a  pure  S.  fario. 
Many  fish  of  from  Ijlb.  to  51b.  have  been  taken 
on  the  fly,  the  bulk  of  them  proving  to  be  pure 
»S'.  fario.  Last  spawning  season  (1905)  a  large 
number  of  fish,  varying  from  1  lb.  tc  about  81b. 
{none  of  thm  rainbows,  which  spawn,  of  course, 


THE  PLAICE,  &c. 

{Platessa  vulgaris.) 

[Pbom    the    ebvised    edition    op    "  The  Sea.- 
flshebman,"  by  the  late  j.  c.  wilcocks.] 


{Continued  from  page  219.) 

IjARGE  quantities  of  plaice  are  taken  with  the 
trawl,  also  with  the  trot  or  spiller,  consisting  of  a 
whiting-line  and  No.  10  hook-j  on  a  double 
thread  snood  of  fine  twine  laid  up  with  a  twisting 
machine  ;  single  twine  will  not  answer  as  well, 
being  more  liable  to  foul.  They  are  caught 
with  handlines,  and  where  they  are  very  plentiful 
may  be  fished  for  in  a  similar  manner  to  that 
employed  for  dabs  ;  best  baits,  lugs  and  large  rag- 
worms.  Small  plaice,  dabs,  flounders,  and  fresh- 
water eels  may  be  taken  from  off  most  piers  on  the 
coast  by  the  rod  and  a  paternoster  line,  hooks 
No.  4  size,  Kii'by  or  Limerick,  and  the  bait  a  boiled 
shrimp  (peeled),  ragworms,  and  lugs.  For  harbour- 
trot,  use  No.  13  hooks. 

Many  plaice  and  sometimes  turbot  are  taken  by 
spearing  on  the  sand  flats  between  the  Scilly  Islands, 
also  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 

I  have  frequently  tried  a  hand-line  with  ten  or 
more  hooks,  but  I  do  not  like  them  when  fishing  with 
four  other  lines,  as  there  is  so  increased  a  liability 


The  Drift-Trot.' 

In  Guernsey,  whilst  at  anchor  on  the  bank 
waiting  to  raise  the  trot,  the  fishermen  use  a  "  Ligne 
Longue,"  as  they  term  it,  consisting  of  a  .50-hook 
trot  bent  on  to  a  ground-line,  and  which  drifts  out 
with  the  tide.  Turbot  are  occasionally  caught  with 
ordinary  hand-linos  whilst  waiting  for  slaok  tide  to 
raise  the  long  lines  ;  the  line  such  as  used  for 
silver-whiting.  Turbot  vary  in  size  from  1  lb.  or 
21b.  to  .301b.  in  weight. 

The  Brill. 

{Rliombus  vulgaris.) 

The  brill,  like  the  turbot,  is  a  bank-frequenting 
fish,  and  is  commonly  caught  in  the  trawl-net, 
occasionally  on  turbot  trots,  but  rarely  on  a  hand- 
line.  Although  a  good  fish,  it  is  not  held  in  the 
same  estimation  as  the  turbot,  the  flesh  not  being 
so  firm. 

The  Wrasse  or  Rock-Fish. 

{Labrus. ) 

Tliis  fish  haunts  rocky  shores  and  weedy  grounds, 
and  it  is  very  widely  spread  over  the  world,  not 
being  confined  to  Europe.  It  has  a  remarkable  set 
of  both  cutting  and  what  may  l)e  termed  grinding 
teeth  in  the  troat  ;  with  the  first  it  tears  off  the 
young  mussels  from  the  rocks,  with  the  last  it 
comminutes  their  shells  and  those  of  small  crabs,  etc  , 


Phutu  by 


SESSIAGH  LOUGH. 
The  lake  where  some  interesting  experiments  in  stocking  with  Rainbows  and  Loch  Levens  have  occuiTed. 


[E.  S.  S. 


much  later),  came  up  the  stream  for  spawning 
purposes.  But  there  came  a  heavy  flood  in  the 
stream,  and  the  fish  returned  to  the  lough  without 
spawning.  Mr.  Law,  however,  thinks  these  fish 
spawned  subsequently  on  a  graved  bed  in  the 
lake,  where  the  stream  runs  in.  If  Mr.  Law  will 
adopt  my  suggestion  of  protected  redds  (the  cost 
is  infinitesimal)  the  fish  will  spawn  on  them  in 
quite  a  natural  manner.  I  fear  the  ova  shed  on 
the  gravel  bed  in  the  lough  came  to  nothing. 
And  now  for  the  most  interesting  item  of  the  lot. 
Until  these  experiments  were  carried  out  Sessiagh 
Lough  only  provided  sport  with  fish  running  about 
three  to  the  pound,  with  an  occasional  bigger 
fish. 

I  feel  sure  Mr.  Marston  will  be  interested  in  this 
information,  and  perhaps  he  may  have  some 
advice  to  give  us  in  connection  with  it.  At  least, 
it  is  an  eye-opener  as  to  what  might  be  done  with 
scores  of  square  miles  of  Donegal  waters,  and 
owners  of  other  lakes  should  certainly  give  the 
matter  their  most  serious  attention.       E.  S.  S. 


"  Near  Youghall,  a  yearling  calf,  drinlting  in  the 
River  Blaekwater,  was  seized  by  a  pike,  wliich  was 
drawn  out  of  the  water  before  quitting  hold  ;  it 
weighed  35lb.  Ireland  is  remarkable  for  abiuidance 
of  pike  ;  in  the  Shannon  and  Lough  Corrib  they 
have  been  found  701b.  in  weight." — Daniel's  Rural 
Spoi-ta.   ,  ,        


to  entanglement,  and  so  much  time  lost  in  clearing 
the  foul  when  it  occurs.  Five  or  six  lines  are,  as  a 
rule,  only  used  when  fishing  for  dabs,  flounders, 
or  plaice,  which  generally  swallow  the  bait  when 
they  have  sufficient  time.  Mussels  are  also  taken 
by  plaice,  but  the  lugworm  is  far  superior  in 
efficiency. 

The  Turbot. 

{Rhombus  ma.vimus.) 

This  highly-prized  fish  frequents  sand  and  gravel 
banks  in  all  parts  of  the  British  seas,  and  is  taken 
by  the  trawl  and  long  lines  or  bulters.  The  size  of 
the  hook  lin.  from  the  point  to  the  shank, 
fastened  to  strong  snooding  3ft.  in  length,  and 
from  one  to  two  fathoms  apart,  on  a  stout  line  of 
about  the  thickness  of  window-sash  line,  coiled  in 
a  box,  tray,  or  basket,  the  hooks  baited  with  half  a 
smelt,  or  atherine,  large  sand-eels,  a  piece  of  herring, 
mackerel,  long-nose,  otherwise  called  garfish,  or 
other  fresh  fish.  The  lampern  is  also  an  excellent 
bait  and  is  much  used  by  Dutch  fishermen  for  their 
long  lines.  This  line  is  secured  by  stones  at 
certain  distances,  or  anchors,  and  supplied  with 
buoy-lines  to  raise  it  when  necessary. 

FVom  two  to  three  thousand  hooks  are  sometimes 
attached  to  one  line,  extending  a  mile  or  more  in 
length,  and  shot  across  the  tide.  Large  boats  in  the 
North  Sea  carry  frequently  as  much  as  ten  miles  of 
long  lines  or  trots. 


of  which  it  is  particularly  fond.  The  protruding  and 
flexible  lips  have  given  the  name  (Labridoe)  to  the 
family,  of  which  there  are  several  members,  some 
beautifully  colom-ed  The  best  tackle  for  this  fish  is 
the  Kentish  rig  ;  the  hooks  should  be  strong.  No.  12, 
and  the  snoods  about  loin.  long.  It  grows  to 
81b.  or  101b.  weight,  is  a  poor  fish  for  the  table, 
but  the  larger  are  eaten  in  Guernsey  stewed  with 
onions.  They  are  constantly  caught  when  pout- 
fishing.  Fresh,  it  is  a  good  bait  for  crab  pots,  and 
when  stale  for  prawn-pots  or  the  dip-nets. 

Varm  or  sea  tapeworm,  mussels,  and  lugs  are  the 
chief  baits,  with  large  rag^^orms.  They  also  take 
well  both  a  piece  of  soft  crab  and  small  hard  crabs 
the  size  of  a  shilling  and  under.  An  india-rubber 
band  round  a  small  crab  secures  it  to  the  hook 
without  injury.  This  bait  may  be  used  witii 
success  for  bass  when  angling  with  rod  and  line  from 
piers  or  steep  rocks. 

The  Sea-Bream. 

{Pagellus  cerUrodontus.) 

The  sea-bream,  brim,  chad-brain,  or  red  gilt- 
head,  for  by  all  these  names  it  is  kno«ii,  is  very 
numerous  on  the  coasts  of  England,  etc.,  and  is 
frequently  taken  whilst  fishing  for  whiting. 

The  young  of  this  fish  perfectly  swarm,  both  off 
the  open  shore  and  in  the  deep  harbours  of  Devon- 
shire and  Cornwall,  from  July  until  the  end  of 
October  ;  they  are  there  called  chad.    The  large 
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fish  reach  the  size  of  41b.  or  51b.,  and  struggle  lustily 
when  they  feel  the  hook,  which  should  be  baited 
with  rag  or  lug  worms,  a  living  or  a  piece  of  dead 
sand-eel.  a  piece  of  mackerel,  pilchard,  herring,  or  1 
a  mussel ;  they  will  also  take  freely  the  soft  part  of  i 
a  limpet,  or  when  well  on  the  feed  a  garden  snail.  '' 
of  course  minus  its  sliell.  and  even  the  hard  part  of 
the  hmpet.    To  bait  with  lugs  run  the  hook  dowTi 
from  the  head  about  an  inch,  and  pass  it  through 
three  times.     Ragworms  for  bream  should  be  large 
and  the  hook  passed  four  times  through  them.  Of 
mackerel  use  a  piece  1  in.  long  and  ^in.  wide. 
Mussels  as  for  whiting,'  if  large  use  half  only.    No.  1 1 
hook  ;  for  chad  or  small  bream.  No.  14,  when 
harbour-fishing  or  close  to  shore. 
'  The  soft  part  of  a  limpet  is  such  an  excellent  bait 
for  bream,  and  is  in  general  so  easily  procured,  that 
I  feel  it  quite  worthy  of  a  special  description  as  I 
regards  its  use.    Procure  about  fifty  or  more  of  the  \ 
largest  limpets,  and  prepare  them  for  bait  in  the  . 
following  manner— the  soft  part  of  the  limpet  is  I 
the  more  attractive,  but  as  this  is  too  soft  to|hold  ' 
well  on  the  hook  alone,  it  is  necessary  a  small  j 
portion  of  the  hard  part  should  be  included  in  the  I 
bait.    Take  the  limpet  out  of  the  shell  with  a 
round-topped  knife,  and  passing  the  knife' between  | 
the  hard  and  soft  parts,  cut  off  with  the  soft  that 
portion  of  the  hard  also  in  which^the  horns  are 


bait  your  light  drift-line  as  before  directed.'and  pay 
out  as  much  as  the  depth  of  the  water,  if  the  tide 
be  moderf\te  ;  if  dead  slack  a  fathom  less  ;  if  rather 
strong,  half  as  much  again,  and  drop  the  lead  inside 
tlie  gunwale  ;  if  too  much  stream,  and  the  lead 
drags  overboard,  make  fast  a  loose  thole-pin,  lay  it 
down  in  the  boat,  not  forgetting  to  secure  the  end, 
with  a  couple  of  fathoms  of  slack  between  the  reel 
and  the  thole-pin,  in  order  that  the  fish  may  not 
bring  himself  up  short,  and  carry  away  the  gear 
before  you  have  time  to  give  line. 

Before  going  to  sea,  procure,  say,  half  a  hundred 
shore  green  crabs,  and  pound  them  up  in  the  boat's 
bailer  with  the  limpet  shells  and  hard  parts  of  the 
limpets  chopped  small. 

This  ground-baiting  kmd  of  mixture  is  termed 
hurley  "  in  Australia  ;  and  on  the  coast  of  North 
America  is  much  used  in  the  mackerel  fishery  and 
elsewhere,  although  the  ingredients  vary  much  with 
the  locality. 

When  the  tide  is  moderate  or  quite  slack,  throw 
in  a  little  of  this  "  hurly-burley,"  and  you  will  find 
It  very  effective  in  collecting  the  fish  and  keeping 
them  about  the  spot. 

The  most  agreeable  weather  for  this  fishing  is  a 
bright  moonlight  evening,  but  they  will  bite  when 
It  is  so  pitchy  dark  that  you  cannot  see  to  bait 
your  hook  ;   a  lantern,  therefore,  is  a  desirable 
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situated,  about  the  size  of  a  silver  threepenny -piece. 
Passing  the  hook  through  the  small  hard  piece 
first  and  then  through  the  soft,  if  the  fish  knocks 
off  the  soft  at  the  first  nibble,  it  is  often  caught 
with  the  hard.  This  bait  is  much  the  better  for 
bemg  prepared  and  placed  in  the  sun  an  hour 
previous  to  use.  The  sea-bream  feeds  at  all  depths, 
and  although  often  caught  on  ground-lines,  may  be 
taken  in  far  greater  quantities  with  the  lighter  kinds 
of  drift-lines  used  for  pollack,  namely,  the  horsehair 
Imes,  one  pair  with  ioz.  the  other  with  |-oz.  leads. 
In  addition,  I  put  out  frequently  a  line  without 
lead,  often  very  effective. 

The  chad  or  small  bream,  as  previously  observed, 
come  into  the  harbours  and  close  alongshore  during 
the  summer  and  autumn  months,  but  the  fuU-grown 
bream  can  rarely  be  taken  in  any  quantity  in  less 
than  the  depth  of  ten  fathoms,  and  they  will  not 
often  bite  in  water  of  so  small  a  depth  as  this  until 
the  sun  is  setting  or  twihght  commences.  Rocky 
ground,  or  a  sandy  spot  close  thereto,  is  the  locahty 
smtable  for  bream-fishing,  many  of  which  are  to 
be  found  on  the  coasts  of  South  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall, Ireland,  etc.  Let  go  your  slingstone  or 
kiUick  on  the  rocky  ground,  and  pay  out  the  cable 
until  you  are  over  the  end  of  the  rocky  ground. 
^  Having  ascertained  the  depth  with  a  ground-line, 


appendage  to  your  apparatus,  and,  besides,  will 
render  effectual  aid  in  clearing  any  entanglement  of 
the  lines,  which  is  sometimes  caused  by  a  large  fish 
sweeping  round  them  all  before  he  can  be  taken 
on  board.  To  take  large  pollack  whilst  bream- 
fishing  scale  a  small  bream,  and  cutting  off  one  of  its 
sides  divide  it  in  two  lengthways,  and  put  half  of 
it  out  on  a  stern  drift-line  without  lead,  with  a 
No.  6  hook. 

A  short-handled  net  is  very  convenient  to  get 
the  large  bream  on  board. 

The  back  fin  of  this  fish  is  studded  with  sharp 
spines  or  prickles,  which  renders  great  care  necessary 
in  taking  it  off  the  hook.  In  bream  fishing  the  oil- 
skin petticoats  worn  by  seamen  are  very  useful,  and, 
clad  in  these,  you  may  venture  to  clip  the  bream 
between  your  knees,  then,  putting  finger  and 
thumb  into  the  eyes,  you  will  be  able  to  hold  them 
whilst  withdrawing  the  hook. 

The  sea-bream  is  not  usually  held  in  great  estima- 
tion, but  if  stuffed  with  veal  stuffing,  and  baked, 
and  occasionally  basted  with  butter,  will  be  found 
far  from  despicable.  It  is  getting  into  greater 
request  than  formerly.  The  bream  gives  good  sport 
with  the  paternoster  and  angling  rod,  two  hooks 
are  sufficient  on  the  trace. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Peevioxts  to  my  visit  to  this  renowned  stream, 
I  had  had  most  varied  experience  in  capturing 
salmon  in  Nova  Scotia.  On  the  Medway  river  I 
had  been  fortunate  enough  to  take  newly-run  fish 
as  early  as  Feb.  15— the  earliest  run  of  well-con- 
ditioned salmon  in  the  world.  At  the  head  of  St 
Margaret's  Bay,  twenty  miles  from  Halifax,  I  have 
often  had  good  sport  in  May ;  in  the  Margaree,  Cape 
Breton,  good  luck  in  June  ;  at  Cole  Harbour,  Tor 
Bay,  Guysborough  County,  for  many  years  I 
accounted  for  successful  bags  of  the  enormous 
Arctic  salmon,  which  there  strike  in  from  the  cold 
current,  which  provides  Nova  Scotia  with  her 
tardy  spring  weather  ;  and  on  the  St.  Mary  Still- 
water I  have  had  excellent  salmon  fishing  up  to 
Aug.  I.  At  North  river,  Victoria  County,  in  Aspey 
Bay,  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  sylvan  spots  on 

this  continent  under  the  shadow  of  the  Sugar  Loaf  

that  lofty  peak  of  the  Cape  North  range  of  hills, 
which  first  in  1497  attracted  the  gaze  of  the  dis- 
coverer Cabot— I  have  on  that  river  captured  both 
salmon  and  sea-trout  (Arctic)  remarkable  for  their 
weight  and  beauty. 

As  an  enthusiastic  angler  I  was  satisfied  in  any 
locality,  north  or  east,  in  Nova  Scotia— anjrwhere 
rock,  sky,  sea  and  forest  presented  their  varied 
charms.  Moderate  success  was  all  that  was  hoped 
for.  It  was  the  exhilarating  sea  air,  blended  with 
the  forest  balm  ;  the  breezy  banks  of  the  wild  river 
stands  ;  the  dangers  of  the  stream  wind  jams  ; 
the  break  of  day  experiences  ;  the  glorious  sun- 
shine ;  the  bush  whacking,  bringing  muscles  and 
lungs  and  sinews  into  partnership  and  play  ;  all 
furnishing  enchanting  visions  and  sensations  of 
enjoyment  and  beauty,  unfading  each  recurring 
dav  in  which  they  were  indulged. 

The  opening  of  railway  communications  between 
Halifax  and  Metapedia  enabled  me  to  venture  upon 
new  rivers,  and  to  compare  experiences  in  angling 
which,  as  far  as  Nova  Scotia  was  concerned,  had  not 
been  by  any  means  unsatisfactory.  On  June  20, 
1877,  I  started  from  Halifax  on  the  Intercolonial 
evening  express,  the  cars  being  crowded.  Many 
people  were  taking  advantage  of  the  holiday  pro- 
vided by  the  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Halifax  (June  21)  for  a  summer  outing,  and  in 
consequence  the  cars  were  crowded.  By  the  time 
we  reached  Truro,  sixty-two  miles  away,  many  had 
dropped  off  at  stations  contiguous  to  good  trout 
streams.  As  a  rule,  Nova  Scotians  are  born  anglers. 
The  numb3r  of  rivers,  lakes,  and  streams  stocked 
with  trout  and  salmon  brings  the  pleasures  of 
angling  constantly  to  mind.  No  other  province  of 
the  Dominion  presents  the  same  facilities  for 
indulgence  of  the  sport  ;  hence  the  popularity  of 
angling  with  our  blue  noses. 

Moncton,  170  miles  from  Halifax,  proved  to  be  the 
destination  of  the  greater  number  of  our  passengers, 
and  after  that  point  but  few  of  those  who  started 
with  the  train  were  left  to  finish  the  trip  to  Meta- 
pedia, one  of  the  most  famous  stations  on  the  Inter- 
colonial as  the  best  point  for  the  salmon-haunted 
Restigouche. 

After  a  sound  sleep  in  the  Pullman  I  awakened 
about  four  a.m.,  and  not  feehng  disjjosed  to  dr^ss 
at  so  early  an  hour  drew  up  the  blind  of  the  berth 
to  enjoy  the  ever-shifting  scene.  The  day  was 
breaking  magnificently,  giving  promise  of  alternate 
cloud  and  brightness.  In  a  few  minutes  the  sun 
burst  over  the  waters,  and  almost  at  the  same 
instant  our  train  began  rolling  over  the  Miramichi. 
The  beauty  of  the  wide  expanse  of  water,  the 
glorious  stillness  and  shadowed  splendour  of  the 
shore,  the  grandeur  of  the  great  mirror  presented 
by  the  river,  altogether  presented  a  picture  of  en- 
chanting beauty. 

So  much  for  the  outside.  Inside  the  car  there 
was  one  horrible  chorus  of  snores  from  tired  sleepers. 
One  worthy  clergyman  returning  from  the  Presby- 
terian General  Assembly  at  Hahfax,  who  had,  poor 
fellow,  been  terribly  agitated  over  the  Macdonnell 
heresy  case,  appeared  to  lead  in  this  unpleasant 
noise.  After  all,  however,  it  was  but  a  small 
drawback.  The  river,  beautiful  as  a  vision,  was 
soon  left  behind,  and  then  came  glimpses  of  the 
Bay  Chaleur.  The  rapid  travelling  of  the  train 
over  this  section  claimed  our  attention.  The  road 
is  magnificently  built,  and  the  greatest  speed  on 
any  railway  line  on  the  continent  here  attained 
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with  wonderfully  little  vibration.  From  Cliatham 
Junction  north  the  character  of  the  scenery  rapidly 
changes.  Tlie  hills  are  higher  and  bolder  and  the 
land  looks  fertile  and  capable  of  cultivation.  The 
broad  Bay  Chaleur,  with  its  magnificent  headlands 
and  grand  exjianse,  is  seldom  lost  sight  of,  and  every 
mile  presents  features  at  once  novel,  attractive,  and 
beautiful.  By  six  a.m.  the  cars  were  alive  with 
passengers  admiring  the  scenery.  At  8.40  Camp- 
bellton  was  reached  and  a  grand  breakfast  enjoyed. 
The  sea-trout  provided  were  superb  in  size,  and  the 
cooking  was  of  the  best. 

After  Campbellton  is  left  every  mile  grows  more 
interesting.  The  train  runs  in  the  midst  of  hills. 
By  nine  o'clock  Metapedia  Viaduct  was  reached, 
and  we  slowly  rolled  over  the  waters  we  had  so  often 
sighed  to  look  upon — the  famous  Restigouche. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  both  we  and  our 
traps  were  inside  Eraser's  Hotel,  now  the  head- 
quarters of  the  New  York  Salmon  Club,  on  the 
Quebec  side  of  the  river.  We  began  to  realise  that 
we  had  in  the  course  of  a  single  night  passed  through 
two  provinces,  and  had  run  over  386  miles  of  the 
finest  railroad  on  this  continent. 

At  Eraser's  we  found  all  that  was  required  for 
the  comfort  of  the  visitor.  We  had  heard  of  Meta- 
pedia as  a  lone  station  near  Rimouski,  and  had  no 
idea  of  finding  a  well-equipped  and  luxurious  hotel 
with  all  the  appliances  of  modern  civilisation. 

Numbers  of  fishermen  from  Montreal,  Quebec, 
St.  John,  New  York,  and  as  far  south  as  Baltimore 
had  already  arrived,  and  appeared  happy  in  the 
prospect  of  sport  on  a  river  which  never  failed 
them,  and  which  most  of  them  had  come  so  far 
to  enjoy.  Without  delay  our  host  procured  me 
two  Indian  (Melicites)  guides,  and  as  my  tackle  was 
in  order,  I  was  soon  afloat  in  their  large  new  canoe. 

Joe  Paul  was  at  one  end  and  Peter  Joe  at  the 
other.  Seated  on  an  inverted  tub  in  the  centre 
I  proceeded  to  adjust  a  fly.  Here  I  may,  for  the 
information  of  future  fishermen,  give  a  list  of  salmon 
flies  which  must  be  taken  :  Silver  Doctor,  Durham 
Ranger,  Jock  Scott,  Nigger  and  Fairy.  These  will 
do,  but  j'ou  cannot  do  without  them,  and  no  fly- 
book  can  be  considered  complete  without  these 
essentials.    They  fill  the  bill  for  all  kinds  of  weather. 

As  we  moved  noiselessly  out  from  the  little 
landing  to  a  deep  pool  indicated  by  Joe  we  noticed 
no  less  than  nine  canoes  on  the  river,  between  the 
junction  of  the  Metapedia  and  the  bridge,  all  at 
work,  the  occupants  as  solemn  as  mutes.  The 
tremendous  importance  of  silence  at  this  particular 
sport  was  well  recognised  and  strictly  observed,  and 
there  was  not  a  sound  to  indicate  life. 

A  turn  in  the  canoe  and  we  shot  out  to  the  centre 
of  the  stream.  A  scene  of  mingled  grandeur  and 
beauty  met  the  eye.  Lofty  hills,  covered  to  their 
summits  with  dark  pines,  rose  sheer  and  abrupt 
from  the  New  Brunswick  side  of  the  river.  Far  up 
the  stream  above  the  junction  of  the  Metapedia 
with  the  Restigouche,  grandly  rounded  peaks  stood 
clear  out  in  the  background.  Below,  the  splendidly 
built  bridge  spanning  the  stream  was  before  us,  and 
further  down  a  grand  view  of  the  river  could  be  had, 
closed  by  the  Sugar  Loaf  Mountain  near  Camp- 
bellton. It  was  altogether  a  scene  of  unparalleled 
natural  beauty,  and  for  a  time  enchanted  me  so 
much  that  I  forgot  the  errand  on  which  I  had 
come. 

An  hour  passed,  and  although  I  angled  carefully 
and  skilfully,  success  did  not  come  my  way.  Below 
the  bridge  a  friend  was  struggling  with  a  glorious 
fish,  and  we  went  to  see  the  end  of  the  struggle. 
Then  my  turn  came.  I  had  a  rise  to  a  well-played 
Durham  Ranger.  Here  for  the  benefit  of  fishermen 
in  this  stream  I  would  say  that  angUng  on  the  Resti- 
gouche and  Metapedia  differs  materially  from  most 
styles  of  angling  anywhere  else  known.  The  fish 
in  this  locality  rise  first,  nine  times  out  of  ten, 
for  observation  only,  and  will  not  readily  take  the 
bait  until  ten  minutes  have  elapsed,  when  they  will 
rise  again  to  the  fly.  If  at  the  time  the  fish  rises 
to  inspect  the  fly  the  fisherman  follows  with  a  second 
cast,  the  chances  are  all  against  his  success  in  striking 
the  salmon. — James  S.  Macdonald,  in  Rod  and 
Gun  in  Canada. 

{To  he  continued.) 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  GRAYLnis  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/i  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling.' 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fishhig  Gazette. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Bejiorts  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    ,,   Putney.  Adrtl'^   ..  Richmond. 

45    Hammersmith.    ■^''°)80    „     „  Twickenham. 

50   „     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.    6    3.57   4.11 

Sunday,  ,,      7    4.26    4  42 

Monday,  „       8    4.57    5.14 

Tuesday,  „       9    5.32    6..52 

Wednesday,  ,,     10    6.12    6  36 

Thursday,  „     11    7.  3   „   7  36 

Friday,  „     12    8.13    8.57 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  freshened  a  little  by  the  heavy  rain  which  fell 
early  in  the  week ;  and  badly  enough  the  rain  was 
wanted,  for  there  was  scarcely  any  stream  and  the 
river  was  exceptionally  low.  Very  little  sport  has 
been  experienced,  Marlow  and  Old  Windsor  being 
perhaps  the  best  exceptions.  Mr.  F.  Arthur  has 
captured  a  31b.  7oz.  bream  at  Surbiton,  and  Mr. 
McL.  Collins,  another  member  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society,  has  continued  his  success  with 
the  barbel  at  Molesey  Weir.  Mr.  A.  Hart  has  done 
well  with  the  same  fish  at  Old  Windsor,  wliere  also 
a  fine  carp  of  81b.  5oz.  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Dewe. 
Mr.  W.  Milbourne,  of  East  Molesey,  the  veteran 
Thames  professional,  is  dead.  He  had  had  a  long 
illness,  and  his  loss  must  be  recorded  with  regret. 
He  at  one  time  took  a  great  interest  in  restocking 
work,  and  has  done  good  work  locally  as  a  T.A.P.S. 
river  keeper.  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  on 
Oct.  1,  decided  to  hold  a  competition  on  Oct.  13. 
14,  and  15.  Bream  or  gudgeon  was  the  point  at 
issue,  and  gudgeon  won  the  vote.  Recently  the 
Reading  Town  Council  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £3250  for  pur- 
poses connected  with  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
a  public  walk  and  pleasure  ground  on  a  strip  of 
land  extending  from  Caversham  Bridge  to  the 
Mapledurham  Fishery.  Mr.  Edgar  Dudley,  an 
inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  has  just 
held  an  official  inquiry  into  the  matter  in  the  Reading 
Council  Chamber.  It  was  pretty  generally  con- 
tended that  the  suggested  promenade  was  most 
desirable,  and  would  add  largely  to  the  pleasure  of 
the  many  who  used  the  towing-path  on  the  west 
side  of  Caversham  Bridge ;  and  as  there  was  prac- 
tically no  opposition,  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  in  the 
course  of  time.  Reading  will  have  a  river  frontage 
such  as  has  long  been  needed  and  for  years 
advocated. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Twenty- four  hours  of  a 
nice  steady  rain  has  made  a  marked  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  the  river.  There  is  a  steady 
stream  running,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  there  is 
but  little  colour  in  it — the  Loddon  water  may  put 
more  of  this  into  it  during  the  next  two  days.  The 
prospect  for  week-end  anglers  are  better  than  they 
have  been  for  some  time  past.  A  few  chub  have 
been  caught  by  casting  with  a  dead  frog,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Reeves  taking  several  up  to  21b.  Several  nice  lots 
of  roach  have  been  caught,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen, 
fishing  with  G.  Smith  at  Shiplake,  taking  a  bag 
of  9|lb.  Mr.  F.  Cox  taking  a  nice  lot  from  the 
bank.  Gudgeon  are  still  feeding  well,  and  takes  of 
eight  and  nme  dozen  are  very  frequent. — Stanley 
Mead.  , 

Thames  (Teddiniftoii  Weir).— Water  in  good 
condition  after  the  rain.  Mr.  Denneford  has  had 
roach.  Mr.  Starley,  201b.  roach  and  bream  with 
the  weed.    I  have  been  out  twice,  once  with  Mr. 


Greenwood,  four  jack.  Half  day,  Mr.  Scoot,  three 
barbel,  four  dozen  dace.  Mr.  Toralinson,  one  jack, 
71b.  Mr.  R.  Judd  Green,  tlie  new  proprietor  of  the 
Clarence  Hotel,  who  can  now  cater  for  fishing 
parties,  in  two  hours  got  fifty  dace,  his  youngest 
daughter,  five  and  a  half  years  old,  accounting  for 
twenty  of  them.  H.  Bishop  and  Sydney  McBride 
have  been  getting  plenty  of  dace. — ^Walter 
McBride. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — We  have  had  twenty- 
four  hours  nearly  continuous  rain  .since  Monday 
night,  and  it  should  much  improve  the  chances  of 
sport  which  has  not  been  at  all  satisfactory 
the  last  fortnight  owing  to  the  low,  bright  water 
and  changeable  weather.  I  have  done  fairly  well 
some  days,  but  not  up  to  the  average.  If  the  rain 
has  been  enough  to  cause  a  slight  push  of  water  to 
move  the  weeds,  fishing  should  be  good  in  a  few 
days. — P.  Brown. 

Blagrdou  Lake. — Fishing  return  for  the  week 
ending  Sept.  29 :— On  Sept.  24,  Mr.  M.  B.  Castle 
had  two  fish.  31b.  2oz.,  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mrs.  Castle,  two, 
31b.  14oz.,  31b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Halford,  two,  41b.  4oz., 
1  lb.  12oz.  On  Sept.  23,  Mr.  H.  Singer,  two, 
31b.  3oz.,  31b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  D.  Alexander,  two, 
31b.  5oz.,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  P.  H.  Surtees,  three, 
31b.  60Z.,  41b.  loz.,  41b.  8oz.  On  Sept.  26,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Hall,  four,  51b.  3oz.,  41b.  8oz.,  31b.  3oz.,  31b.;  Mr. 
W.  A.  D.  Alexander,  three,  31b.  8oz.,  .31b  8oz  , 
41b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  two,  41b.  loz.,  21b.  9oz. 
On  Sept.  27,  Mr.  A.  H.  HaU,  three,  31b.  15oz., 
31b.  12oz.,  41b.  .3oz. ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  four,  31b.  8oz., 
31b.  7oz.,  31b.  12oz.,  21b.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  G.  HiU,  four, 
31b.,  41b.,  41b.  6oz.,  41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Miller, 
one,  31b.  3oz.  On  Sept.  28,  Mr.  R.  Bowring,  three, 
41b.  80Z.,  31b.  4oz.,  41b.  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Llewellyn,  two, 
41b.  12oz.,  31b.  12oz.  On  Sept.  29,  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall, 
four,  41b.  6oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  9oz.,  31b.  3oz.  ;  Dr. 
Bell,  one,  41b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Miller,  three, 
41b.  2oz.,  31b.  7oz.,  lib.  9oz. ;  Mr.  C.  G.  Hill,  one, 
31b.  9oz. — Donald  Care. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeaoh).  —  We  have 
had  many  heavy  showers  of  rain,  and,  from  a  fish- 
ing view  of  the  river,  it  is  now  in  good  trim.  We 
do  not  have  any  fallen  leaves  to  obstruct  the  angler's 
comfort.  In  some  of  the  swims  a  few  good 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  are  being  had  with 
a  few  pike,  but  small  at  present.  There  are  still 
signs  of  rain,  more  would  do  good.  Under  the 
present  outlook,  sporting  prospects  are  rosy,  and 
creels  are  expected  this  week  end.  Punt  on  the  spot. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Dunton  Green,  etc.). — Since  last 
report,  a  fortnight  ago,  I  have  had  some  fair  sport  at 
Longford  Mill.  On  Sept.  22  I  was  fly-fishing  at 
first  and  then  put  on  roach  tackle.  The  result  of 
about  an  hour's  fishing  was  one  rainbow  trout  and 
six  good  roach,  besides  smaller.  The  roach  can  be 
seen  rising  often,  and  will  sometimes  take  a  fly 
(Wickhara  or  Black  Gnat)  very  well,  but  trout  are 
scarce,  and  I  have  only  had  one  rainbow.  These  latter 
remain  in  season  for  some  time  yet,  and  indeed  are 
fatter  than  in  summer.  On  Sept.  29  I  only  had 
roach,  but  the  sport  was  very  lively  for  a  wliile. 
Eight  fair  fish  in  twenty  minutes  is  good  enough 
certainly.  They  took  paste  chiefly ;  indeed,  I  only 
hooked  one  on  fly,  though  several  rose.  Mr. 
Hamlin,  the  miller,  issues  tickets  for  this  water  at 
2s.  a  day. — J.  P.  Taylob. 

Dart  (Tctnes  and  District).— The  Board  of 
Conservators  spent  considerable  time  at  their  last 
meeting  on  Mr.  F.  Richmond's  report  with  reference 
to  the  fish  hatcheries  and  the  method  for  increasing 
the  food  supply  for  fish  in  the  river.  The  hatchery 
question  was  first  considered  and,  it  transpired  that 
it  was  no  use  to  put  fish  into  the  river  or  start 
hatcheries  imtil  they  had  something  for  the  fish  to  eat. 
Consequently,  the  Board  decided  to  dismiss  the 
question  of  hatcheries,  and  to  consider  the  main 
question — whether  it  was  possible  to  increase  the 
food  supply.  Mr.  Richmond  said  that  the  river 
flowed  over  a  rocky  bottom,  and  was  subject  to 
sudden  and  heavy  floods,  and,  therefore,  afforded 
little  ground  upon  which  the  higher  water 
plants  could  grow — at  any  rate,  without  arti- 
ficial encouragement.  It  was  decided  to  refer 
the  report  to  a  special  committee  in  order  that 
they  might  report  on  the  estimated  expenditure, 
£30  having  been  already  voted  for  the  piu-pose. 
The  water  bailiff  has  reported  that  the  effluent 
running  into  the  river  on  three  days  in  September 
was  of  a  very  bad  blue  colour,  and  poUuted  the 
river  all  the  way  to  Staverton.  One  of  the  members 
also  complained  of  the  pollution  to  the  Harboume, 
and  it  was  decided  that  samples  of  the  water  be 
taken. — Devonian. 

Derwent  and  Cocker  fCnmberland). — We  are 
stiU  waiting  for  the  flood.  The  season  closes  on 
Nov.  14,  and  we  have  had  practically  no  salmon  fish- 
ing yet.  Mr.  Thos.  S.  Sewell,  of  Workington,  landed 
two  salmon,  201b.  and  oflb.,  with  worm,  at  the 
Willows,  at  Workington,  on  Sept.  29. — Black  Tom 
o'  THE  North. 
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Devonshire  Streams. — The  close  season  for  trout 
on  the  Torridge,  Okement,  and  Lew  took  effect  on 
September  20,  and  fairly  good  sport  was  obtained, 
a\-erage  baskets  being  about  a  dozen.  The  season 
has  been  below  the  average,  although  there  was  good 
sport  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.  The  di-ought 
has  had  an  ill  effect  on  the  streams,  which  have  been 
very  fine  and  low  for  a  considerable  time. — 
DEvoisriAif. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — Heavy  rain  has  been 
welcomed  in  Devon  at  last.  Some  perch,  roach, 
and  eels  have  been  caught  in  the  canal  lately,  and 
the  limitation  of  the  increased  size  of  fish  that 
anglers  mav  retain  gives  great  satisfaction.  Bass 
fishing  at  Exmouth  has  not  been  so  successful  as 
last  week,  but  some  good  catches  of  mullet  have 
been  made  both  at  the  pier  and  in  the  dock. 
Visitors  are  now  falling  o2,  but  it  has  been  one  of 
the  best  seasons,  and  the  two  steamers  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Devonshire  have  had  exceptional  good 
patronage,  as  also  the  popvilar  river  launches. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Refreshing  rains  have 
fallen,  and  anglers  anticipate  better  sport,  though 
the  river  still  holds  low  and  clear.  It  will  take  a 
deal  of  rain  yet  to  create  a  good  rvin  of  land  water. 
Anglers  report  little  sport  in  the  past  week,  but 
some  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  pike  have  been  caught 
at  the  various  stations,  and  at  Ware  an  angler  had 
a  jack  take  a  roach  he  was  playing,  with  the  result 
that  the  jack  was  also  captured. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiVige  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  Both  streams 
are  still  low  and  clear ;  the  weather  up  to  Oct.  1 
was  fine  with  cold  frostynights  and  foggy  mornings. 
On  Monday  evening  rain  set  in  and  more  still 
threatens.  Angling  ha?  not  been  brisk,  but  a  fair 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  tried  fly, 
and  a  few  nice  grayling  landed. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— By  the  time  this  ap- 
pears in  print  our  river  here  wUl  be  in  first-rate 
condition.  A  nice  rain  has  much  improved  every- 
thing, and  seems  to  have  put  the  decoy  perch  on  the 
prowl,  several  very  nice  ones  indeed  have  been  making 
havoc  among  the  gudgeon  on  the  gra\"el  close  here, 
and  the  rising  water  has  shifted  away  a  lot  of  the 
dead  weeds  which  were  such  a  nuisance.  One  gen- 
tleman visitor  on  Oct.  2  took  some  very  nice  roach, 
four  of  them  going  well  over  1  lb.  each,  and  about 
twenty  others  from  ^Ih.  to  |lb.,  all  on  bunch  of 
gentles ;  they  seem  to  be  going  off  wheat  now. 
There  are  also  some  grand  rudd  abovit  here  now,  in 
shoals. — A.  ScARD. 

Otise  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — We  are  at  last  bavins; 
a  nice  steady  rain,  and  should  it  continue  it  will 
give  the  angler  an  opportvmity  of  securing  some  of 
the  specimen  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  bream  with 
which  our  old  river  abovmds.  On  Sept.  27  and  29 
about  two  dozen  anglers  fished  in  the  "Jo-eph 
Noble"  Roach  Toumament,  and  on  Sept.  27  some 
anglers  took  a  dozen  roach,  but  none  up  to  our 
standard — namely,  12oz. — owing  entirely  to  the 
brightness  of  the  water.  Pike  fisliing  commenced 
with  us  on  Oct.  1. — Edw.^ed  Colltnson. 

Plymonth. — There  is  a  gentle  rain  falling  as  I 
write,  and  we  can  do  with  twenty-four  hours  of  it. 
The  rivers  are  very  foul  and  almost  stagnant.  I 
was  at  Tavistock  on  Sept.  26,  and  the  river  was 
fairly  stinking.  It  seemed  as  if  all  the  people  had 
been  washing,  and  had  emptied  all  their  washing 
water  into  the  river.  Mr.  McMcol  kindly  brought 
me  in  one  of  the  salmon  that  had  been  bred  in 
the  Aquarium  here.  It  was  about  16in.  long,  and 
weighed  over  IJlb.  It  is  the  result  of  an  experi- 
ment suggested  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  who  has  a 
very  large  and  complete  hatchery  at  Endsleigh. — 
William  Heardek. 

Kother  (Sussex). — I  think  the  best  fishing  report 
I  can  send  you  this  week  is  a  copy  of  a  cutting  from 
the  South  Eastern  Advertiser  of  Sept.  29  under  the 
heading  of  "  Northiam.  "  : — "  Fishing. — Mr.  Hyland, 
of  St.  Albans,  a  frequent  visitor  to  Northiam, 
fishing  in  the  Rother  this  week,  secured  a  nice 
basket  of  bream  and  roach,  one  of  the  roach  being 
an  exceptionally  fine  specimen.  Mr.  Jones,  of 
London,  with  two  local  friends,  also  had  a  good  day 
among  the  bream  and  roach,  and  captured  a  fine 
brace  of  perch." — Thomas  Daws,  Secretary  Rother 
Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Biivers  and  Chiobester  Canal.—  Rain, 
welcome  rain,  has  fallen,  and  the  parohed  earth  and 
sluggish  streams  and  rivers  are  feeling  its  influence ; 
Nature  has  put  on  a  robe  of  green  freshness  and  the 
fish  are  feeling  the  influence  of  a  freshening  of  the 
water.  From  the  Cuckmere,  Messrs.  Hall,  Worcester, 
Budger,  and  Gunn,  on  Sept.  30,  had  good  takes  of 
bream ;  while  from  the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse 
chub  up  to  2Jlb.,  roach  of'"l  lb.  2oz.,  dace  and  a  brace 
of  41b.  pike  are  notified.  Chichester  Canal  is  a 
shade  below  normal  height  but  otherwise  in  good 
condition — feeling  the  benefit  of  the  rains  of  the  past 
few  nights.  A  few  enthusiasts  on  Oct.  2  had  good 
baskets  of  mixed  fish — and  a  thorough  soaking.  Some 
fine  eels  have  been  taken,  one  of  31b.    A  number  of 


\'isitors  from  Portsnio\iHa  are  fishing  the  canal 
to-day,  but  up  to  tlie  time  of  posting  results  have 
not  reached  me.  Harbour-fishing  has  received  an 
impetus.  Bass,  mullet,  plaice,  codling,  and  eels 
have  given  sport. — Georoe  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N-  Devon). — Fishermen  are  rejoicing  at 
the  lain  which  is  falling,  and  has,  for  twenty-four 
hours.  Nets  been  out  of  the  river  ;  the  rod  and  line 
fishermen  have  now  their  first  chance  of  fish 
for  this  and  last  season,  and  no  doubt  will  unpack 
their  rods  and  have  some  good  sport.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Taw  the  minnow  is  permitted  and  will 
midoubtedly  be  successfully  used.  All  kinds  of  fish 
in  these  parts  have  been  scarce,  even  th  sea 
congers,  bass,  mackerel,  herrings,  dabs,  mullet,  and 
hake. — Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llandyssil>. — After  a  day's  hea\'y  rain 
the  river  has  risen  18in.,  and  is  still  rising.  This 
should  improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  The 
"glass"  is  very  low,  and  wet  weather  looks  liiie 
continuing. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  still  low  and 
clear.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  of  late, 
and  have  used  fly,  maggot,  and  grasshopper.  In 
the  Teme,  below  Ludford  Bridge,  Mr.  H.  Brookes 
landed  grayling  from  ^Ib.  to  l^lb.  On  Oct.  1  two 
anglers  were  above  Burnsey  ;  one  landed  eighteen 
grayling  and  three  coarse  fish,  and  the  other  angler 
six  grayling.  The  grayling  are  in  good  condition  at 
present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  Nortb  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — All  our  northern  waters  are  below  summer 
level,  and  salmon  by  hundreds  are  waiting  a 
flood  water  before  they  can  ascend  to  the 
higher  reaches.  Two  Newcastle  anglers,  fishing 
for  coarse  fish  on  the  Tyne  at  Corbridge  with 
maggot,  had  good  creels  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
Rev.  jNIr.  Rintoul,  fishing  the  Coquet  on  the  Federa- 
tion water  at  Acklington,  killed  a  nice  81b.  salmon 
on  our  special  Wilkinson.  The  Border  Esk  is  pro- 
ducin  g  good  sport  amongst  the  herling,  which  are 
plentiful.  Messrs.  H.  and  D.Foster,  also  Ferguson,  had 
a  fine  four  days  on  the  Grahams  Arms  Hotel  waters, 
killing  amongst  them  275  herling.  Dr.  Brooks,  Cal- 
cutta, 39,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Riddell,  Ryton,  43  herling  for 
two  nights'  fishing.  Good  herling  cast.  Point  Teal 
and  Silver,  Mallard,  Dark  Body,  Ribbed  Tinsel,  Top 
Dropper,  Grim'Well  Glory  with  Silver  Tinsel.  The 
sea-fishing  keeps  up  ;  good  catches  of  mackerel  con- 
tinue to  be  taken,  one  boat  landing  with  over  sixty. 
— Heney  a.  Mueton. 

Usk  (Usk).—  The  welcome  rain  on  Oct.  1  and  2 
brought  a  considerable  rise  in  the  livor,  and  there 
is  now  every  prospect  of  the  salmon  angler  having 
a  little  .sport  for  the  last  three  weeks  of  the  season. 
— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Bream  up  to  21b.  have 
been  taken  on  the  fine  tackle  necessary  at  this 
season.  Two  half-season  tickets  are  offered  for  the 
two  heaviest  bream  taken  on  Oct.  7,  one  of  these 
prizes  being  limited  to  members  of  the  new  Child's 
Hill  A.S.— H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Up  to  Oct.  1 
these  rivers  were  very  low  and  clear,  and  sport  has 
been  very  quiet  generally,  only  an  odd  brace  or 
two  of  fish  having  been  taken.  Those  gentlemen 
who  have  fished  the  Wye  have  had  light  creels. 
The  Derwent  Chatsworth  fishery  has  not  yielded 
so  well,  and  similar  reports  are  from  the  Hathersage 
portion  of  the  Derwent,  the  Darleydale  Club's  water. 
The  members  and  day  ticket  holders  have  not 
been  very  successful  on  this  water,  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Hassam  only  obtaining  a  brace  or  two  on 
several  occasions,  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  portion  of  the  Derwent, 
similar  baskets  have  been  the  best  results.  How- 
ever, on  Oct.  1  and  2  we  had  a  good  downpour  of 
rain  which  raised  these  rivers  two  feet  and  put  a  stop 
to  fly  fishing.  If  no  more  rain  falls,  the  water  will 
be  in  good  order  by  Oct.  6.  Useful  flies  :  Whirling 
Blue  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Coopers  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey 
Quills,  Red  Tag  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorks). — Since  last  report  was  sent  there  has 
been  a  decided  change  in  the  weather  through  all 
Yorkshire.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  there 
were  thunderstorms  on  Monday  night,  which  have 
not  made  any  difference  in  the  state  of  the  water, 
and  both  the  Yore  and  Swale  are  low  and  clear,  but 
there  are  indications  of  a  break  up  of  the  long- 
continued  drought,  for  the  barometer  is  and 
has  been  falUng  steadily  for  a  day  or  two. 
Sport  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yore  and 
Swale  has  been  wretchedly  bad  ^all  the  week,  and 
next  to  nothing  has  been  attempted  in  the  tributary 
streams.  The  weather  is  very  mild  for  the  time  of 
year,  and  at  present  not  at  all  favourable  for 
either  pike  or  grayling  fishing.  Some  excellent 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made  in  the  Der- 
went during  the  last  few  days  at  Malton,  Mr. 
T.  Gunnee  had  a  nice  lot  of  roachand  dace, 
his  basket  contained  171b.,  including  a  fine  brace 
of  roach  weighing  lib.  9Joz.  and  lib.  7Joz.  res- 


pectively, also  a  dace  weighing  ll^oz.  Messrs.  Byrom, 
Henderson,  and  H.  Tliomas  have  also  liad  very  nice 
sport  as  well  at  Malton  amongst  the  roach.  Mr.Byrom 
heaviest, weighed  lib.  12i[oz.,  and  Mr.  H,  Thomas  liad 
three  roach  weighing  lib.  12-Joz,,  lib.  lO^oz.  and 
1  lb.  5Joz.  Mr.  J.  W.  Stockdale  had  also  good  sport 
amongst  the  roach  on  Sept.  30 ;  amongst  his  catch 
were  a  brace  weighing  1  lb.  SJoz.  and  1  lb.  6oz.  Mr. 
W.  Henderson  had  fine  sport  as  well,  amongst  his 
lot  were  four  roach,  weighing  over  (lib.  On  Oct.  1 
Mr.  G.  Greenhill  creeled  thiiteen  roach,  close  on 
201b.,  five  of  them  weighing  respectively  lib.  9';oz., 
lib.  lOJoz.,  lib.  (ijoz.,  lib.  (ijoz.  and  lib.  4]oz. 
Mr.  H.  Wilkinson,  at  Malton,  on  Oct.  1,  had  good 
sport  amongst  the  roach.  Amongst  his  catch  were  fish 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  7^oz.  and  lib.  4oz.  Mr. 
A.  W.  Waker  also  had  good  sport ;  amongst  his  fish 
was  a  roach  weighing  1  lb.  ISJoz.  Dace  have  been 
feeding  well  at  Elvington,  on  the  Derwent.  Mr.  W. 
Webb  caught  a  brace  weighing  12ioz.  and  lljoz. 
]  espectively.  The  lower  reaches  of  the  Swale  "has 
been  fishing  fairly  well.  Last  week-end  Dr.  Talbot 
Mitchell,  of  Topcliffe,  landed  a  fine  pike  weighing 
201b. ,  which  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  largest 
fish  caught  in  this  district.  Trout  fishing  has  finished 
up  very  badly  during  the  last  month,  the  best  trout 
that  has  come  under  my  notice  was  one  of  81b.,  which 
was  taken  from  the  reservoir  at  Beaverdyke,  near 
Harrogate.  The  Wharfe  has  been  low  and  clear  in  the 
upper  reaches  some  fine  sport  has  been  met  with  by 
on  eor  two  members  of  the  Burnsall  Angling  Club 
amongst  the  trout  and  grayling  caught  with  the 
fly.  In  the  lower  waters  a  few  grayling  have  been 
caught  at  Ilkley  and  Addingham.  At  Tadcaster 
and  Ullerskelf  the  bottom  fishermen  have  met  with 
very  fair  sport  amongst  the  coarse  fish.  What  is 
wanting  to  improve  grayling  fishing  is  a  few  sharp 
frosts.  Best  flies  at  present  are  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  Bloa,  Carters  Piatt's  Copper,  and 
Waterh  n  Bloa.— J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly,  Conon,  etc.— Sport  on  the  Beauly  during 
the  week  has  been  very  poor.  In  the  tidal  waters  a 
sea-trout  of  2  jib.  was  had  on  Sept.  28,  and  three  of 
1  lb.  each  by  the  Moniack  Castle  party  on  Sept.  2(i. 
On  the  upper  reaches  the  Earl  of  Portsmouth's 
party,  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr. 
Pulley  and  his  guests.  Lord  Fitzhardinge  and  party, 
and  Miss  Dove  and  party  were  all  fairly  successful. 
Conon. — Owing  to  exceptionally  dry  weather  the 
Conon  was  very  low,  and  the  only  fish  reported  were 
three  grilse  on  the  waters  of  Captain  Combe  at 
Strathconon,  and  one  fish  each  on  the  Scatwell  and 
Caul  beats.  No  fish  were  had  on  the  Fairbnrn  or 
Brahan  Castle  waters.  On  Lochs  Affaric,  Moillie, 
and  Monar  good  sport  was  had  during  the  week. 
On  Affaric  Lord  Durham's  party  had  creels  of  91b. 
to  lOlb.,  with  several  speckled  beauties  up  to  lib. 
On  Moillie  the  Braulen  Lodge  party  liad  some  nice 
baskets  of  from  61b.  to  lOlb  ,  and  heaviest  trout 
1  lb.  4oz.  Monar  fished  very  well,  yielding  creels 
of  111b.  to  141b.,  and  best  trout  lib.  8oz.  Lochs 

ROSQUE,  ACHANALT,   LuiCHART,  AND  GarvE.  All 

these  four  Ross-shire  lochs  afforded  fair  fishing  to 
anglers  during  thfe  week.  As  usual  Rosque  did  best, 
yielding  baskets  of  from  81b.  to  161b.  to  anglers 
from  the  Castle  and  Ledgowan  Lodge,  the  heaviest 
trout  sealing  1  lb.  2oz.  Achanalt  gave  fair  sport, 
two  anglers  having  a  basket  of  131b.,  in  which  was 
a  beautiful  trout  of  4Jlb.  Luichart  did  very  well, 
the  best  basket  being  had  by  the  Earl  of  Northamp- 
ton's party  at  Loehluichart  House.  The  creel 
weighed  141b.,  and  contained  a  magnificent  trout 
of  5 Jib.,  the  best  fish  had  on  the  loch  for  years. 
Parties  from  Garve  Hotel  and  Strathpeffer  fished 
Garve  Loch,  and  the  two  best  creels  recorded 
were  61b.  and  9^lh.,  a  trout  in  the  latter  scaling 
1  lb.  6oz.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  run  of  herling 
continues  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  but 
few  are  being  caught  higher  up  than  tlie  Willow 
pool.  All  the  waters  of  the  association  closed  on 
Oct.  1  for  rod  fishing  excepting  the  Esk  and  Liddle, 
which  will  be  open  untU  Nov.  1.  Autumn  salmon 
are  running  freely  in  the  Metal  Bridge,  Longtown, 
and  Netherby  waters,  and  a  good  back-end  season 
is  anticipated.  Fishing  the  Netherby  water,  Mr. 
Makant  had  a  good  basket  of  herling  and  sea-trout ; 
Dr.  Arwaite  had  a  small  salmon  in  the  Double 
Water ;  Mr.  Robinson  over  a  score  of  herling  below 
Longtown ;  Mv.  Mason,  in  same  water,  a  dozen 
herling  and  three  sea- trout ;  Mr.  J ohnstone,  Mr.  J. 
Foster,  and  Mr.  R.  Scott  have  each  had  good 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea-trout  in  Longtown  water ; 
Mr.  Tweddell  had  nineteen  herling ;  Mr.  Reed 
twenty-six  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Wm.  Wright  a 
dozen  and  a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Stevenson  a  dozen  and  a 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  sixteen  and  ono  sea- 
trout  ;  Mr.  Cassell,  twenty-six  and  two  sea-trout. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  A.  McMillan  landed 
a  sea-trout  of  41b.  and  a  few  herliijig;  Mr.  C.  Roe 
had  two  herling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  R.  Cowan, 
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four  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Jackson,  three 
and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Storey,  a  few  lierling,  two 
sea-trout,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Little,  two 
sea-trout  and  three  herling ;  Mr.  Beattie  a  sea- 
trout,  l|lb.,  and  a  few  herling;  Mr.  C.  Clarke,  a 
sea-trout,  21b.,  and  three  burn  trout;  Mr.  Irving, 
three  sea-trout ;  Mr.  C.  Hastie  one  sea-trout  and  four 
herling.  In  Burnfoot  water  a  local  angler  landed  a 
small  salmon,  7ilb.  At  a  night  fishing  at  Glenfirra, 
Dr.  Dickson,  Glasgow,  caught  a  sea-trout,  IJlb., 
two  lierhng  and  a  few  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Thompson, 
two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Dalglies,  one,  and  two  herling ; 
Mr.  D.  Muir,  a  few  herling  and  four  yellow  trout. 
In  Canonbie  water,  Dr.  Anderson  creeled  a  salmon 
of  81b.,  four  sea-trout,  and  thirty -three  herling.  Mr. 
Robert  Scott  had  twenty  herling  in  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  Strong  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  each 
caught  two  sea-trout;  Mr.  Grieve,  three  sea-trout 
and  two  herling ;  Mr.  Muiray,  a  few  herling  ;  Mr. 
Thomas  Walsh,  Carlisle,  a  dozen  herling.  and  one 
sea-trout,  IJ-lb. ;  Mr.  McLellan,  a  small  salmon,  on 
the  English  side  of  the  Double  water.  Mr.  D.  Little, 
a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  the  Messrs.  Steel  had 
small  baskets  of  burn  trout,  herling,  and  sea-trout 
during  the  week  ;  Mr.  Graham,  Hollows,  two  sea- 
trout  and  a  few  herling ;  Mr.  R.  Warwick,  t^n  herling 
and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  si.K  herling  and 
two  sea-trout;  Mr.  R.  Jardine,  seven  herling  and 
three  sea-trout,  in  Byreburn  water.  Mr.  J.  Robin- 
son, a  salmon  of  81b.  in  Langholm  water.  While  a 
local  angler  caught  a  salmon  of  9^1b.  in  the  Distillery 
water.  The  Esk  river  is  running  below  summer 
level,  and  numbers  of  salmon  are  still  in  the  Solway 
Firth  waiting  for  an  increase  of  water  in  the  streams, 
to  enable  them  to  get  up  to  their  autumn  quarters. 
The  nets  being  off  they  are  sure  to  come  ! — G. 

Oeveron  (Banffshire). — A  welcomed  change  in 
the  weather  took  place  on  Oct.  3,  when,  after  a 
month  of  dry  weather  and  bright  svmshine,  rain  fell 
during  the  day,  and  with  a  continuance  the  water, 
which  ha-i  been  exceedingly  low  for  weeks,  will  soon 
get  mto  better  condition.  On  the  Du££  House 
section  Mr.  Rawlence  had  in  four  days  last  week 
nine  fine  fi^h,  ranging  in  weight  from  71b.  to  281b. ; 
wlule  on  Sept.  29,  on  the  same  section,  Mr.  WilUams 
had  three  fish  of  61b.,  91b.,  and  111b.  There  is  a 
good  appearance  of  fish  in  the  sea  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  a  rise  in  the  water  would  induce 
many  to  ascend.— H.  W. 

Iiochinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Sept.  26,  Dr. 
Archdall,  one  salmon,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  one  brown 
and  two  sea-trout.  On  Sept.  27,  Mr.  Goodall,  six 
trout,  31b.  ;  Dr.  Watson,  two  sea-trout.  On  Sept.  28, 
Dr.  Archdall,  one  sea-trout,  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Goodall,  six 
trout,  31b.— J.  McKenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — There  were  a  few 
slight  showers  on  Monday,  but  nothmg  to  move  the 
rivers.  The  salmon  are  moving  about  in  large  shoals 
at  the  mouth,  while  the  tidal  is  also  teeming  with 
fish,  all  anxious  to  push  inland.  The  only  chance 
of  a  few  fish  now  before  the  close  is  the  hope  of 
some  heavy  rains.  The  Prince  of  Wales  left  Bal- 
moral for  Speyside,  and  is  now  angUng  with  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  at  Gordon  Castle. 
The  King,  Queen,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
with  the  Duke  of  Connaught  and  Prince  Arthur  of 
Connaught,  and  the  children  of  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales  had  a  day  on  Loch  Muick  among 
the  trout  on  Saturday  last  in  the  King's  new  boat, 
which  has  been  specially  built  for  the  purpose. 
Tile  anglers  are  now  leaving  for  the  south  from 
Ballater  and  Aboyne,  but  at  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Banchory,  and  Crathes  an  occasional  red  fish  is 
being  got,  while  M.  Riviere  had  one  of  191b.  on  the 
Park  water,  and  Mr.  Miller  one  of  61b.  on  the  Cults 
free  section.  The  tidal  anglers  are  getting  sjood 
baskets  of  fimnock  on  the  Dee.  Don,  and  Ythan. 
The  Countess  of  Suffolk  is  now  at  Grandholm  House 
with  a  large  angling  party,  but  as  yet  there  is  no 
water  to  let  the  autumn  fish  up,  although  the  chances 
of  a  shower  now  are  better  than  for  weeks  back. 
The  brown  trout  season  for  Scotland  ends  on 
Oct.  13 — the  legal  date  being  Oct.  14,  which  falls 
On  a  Sunday  this  year. — G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  are  still  low.  The  only  sport  is  with  herling, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  in  the 
Nith  and  Annan  with  night  fly.  The  AjsnsTAN. — On 
Sept.  27  Mr.  E.  Nicholson  caught  twelve  herling  ; 
Mr.  J ames  Loudon  caught  eleven  and  one  sea-trout ; 
Councillor  Wm.  Thomson,  ten  herling.  Other  rods 
had  from  four  to  eight  herling  each.  On  Sept.  28, 
Captain  Wm.  Ewart  landed  nine  herling  and  a  sea- 
trout  of  21b.  Mr.  Wm.  Jolmstone  landed  five  herling. 
Mr.  Thomson  caught  eight  herling,  Mr.  R.  Graham, 
five,  and  on  Sept.  29  he  took  several  herling.  Mr. 
W.  Scott  caught  seven  herling  on  Saturday  night 
with  fly.  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  had  four.  In  the 
higher  waters  Mr.  Shennan  took  one  sea-trout  and 
three  herling,  Mr.  Morton  four  herling  :  and  two 
trout,  Mr.  Richardson  two  herling  and  one  sea-trout. 
Mr.  Graham  one  sea^trout  and  a  number  of  herling, 
On  Sept.  29  Mr.  W.  Wright  had  a  good  basket  of 


herling.  Mr.  .James  Baxter  caught  four,  Mr.  J  ames 
Dixon  twelve,  Mr.  Jolinatone  six,  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson 
five,  Mr.  W.  Thomson  four  and  a  sea-trout.  Mr. 
Jas.  Loudon  landed  fi\'e  herling  and  Mr.  Savart 
two.  On  Oct.  1  Mr.  James  Loudon  took  nine  herling, 
Mr.  W.  Wright  four,  Mr.  James  Dixon  thirteen. 
Captain  Ewart  seventeen,  Mr.  Johnlrvingsix  herling, 
Mr.  Thomson  four  and  a  sca-trout,  Mr.  Nicholson 
took  seven  herUng,  and  Mr.  R.  Graham  eight.  In 
Violetbank,  Mr.  Hoggan  caught  four  on  the  night 
of  Oct.  1,  and  two  on  the  night  of  Oct.  2.  Mr. 
Irving  took  two,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  five,  Mr.  J. 
Loudon  three,  Mr.  Frank  Anderson  four,  Mr. 
Johnstone  two.  Captain  Ewart  four,  Mr.  Graham 
three,  and  Mr.  W.  Scott  four.  The  Nith. — There 
has  been  a  good  run  of  herling  for  the  latter  end 
of  September,  and  several  Dumfries  anglers  have 
had  good  catches  of  these  trout  by  fishing  up  to 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  at  night  with  fly.  The 
Galloway  Rivers  and  Louhs. — All  the  rivers 
in  the  Stewartry  are  very  low  and  clear,  and 
although  odd  salmon  are  ascending  nothing  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  beginning  back-end  angling 
for  heavy  fish.  Herling  forms  the  chief  sport  in 
the  rivers,  and  some  fair  creels  have  been  taken. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  large  pike  of  391b. 
caught  in  the  Dumfriesshire  Castle  Loch  at  Loch- 
maben  last  week  was  taken  in  a  net  and  not  with 
rod  and  hne,  as  given  out.  It  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Frank  Hampson  of  "Ye  Old  Man  and  Scythe" 
Club,  Bolton.  It  is  the  largest  pike  caught  in  this 
loch  for  a  number  of  years,  but  it  is  not  the  record 
one  in  weight  taken  from  the  same  loch.  The 
Dalbeathe,  Ure,  and  the  Gatehouse  Fleet  a'-e  both 
low  and  out  of  order  in  some  respect,  and  the  same 
remai'k  applies  to  the  Kirkcudbrightsliire  Dee.  The 
Aybshire  RtvEEs. — Angling  in  the  lochs  of  the 
district  closed  last  week-end. — Hbathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour). — For  some  time  back  the  river 
has  been  in  very  poor  condition  for  fishing,  and  at  an 
even  lower  level  than  has  been  experienced  through- 
out the  summer.  Only  a  very  few  of  the  pools  are 
fishable  and  a  heavy  spate  is  needed  if  sport  in  the 
closing  weeks  is  to  come  up  to  the  average^  On  the 
Aberlour  House  Water  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.  and  one 
finnock  were  kOled  by  Mr.  Leslie  Findlay,  and  one 
sea-trout  by  Mr.  Findlay  of  Aberlour  on  Sept.  24, 
and  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  121b.  by  Sir  Peter 
Lumsden's  party  on  Sept.  25. — N.  L. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  now  at  a  level 
that  puts  anything  like  successful  sport  out  of  the 
question.  Only  one  or  two  fish  were  taken  from  the 
Tulchan  water  last  week.  From  the  Knoekando 
water  on  Sept.  28,  Mr.  Hankey  had  a  salmon 
of  221b.,  and  from  the  Wester  Elchies  water 
on  Sept  27,  Mr.  Harding  had  a  salmon  of  221b. ; 
on  this  day  week,  a  grilse  of  6^\h. ;  on  Oct.  1  two 
salmon  of  121b.  and  21  lb.,  and  two  grilse  of  61b.  each, 
and  on  Oct.  2  other  two  of  6|lb.  each.  On  the  Easter 
Elcliies  water  on  Oct.  1,  Mr.  W.  Craik,  fisherman, 
had  a  grilse  of  4Jlb.  ;  and  on  the  Rothes  water, 
on  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Peto.  had  a  grilse^of  Q^lb. ;  and  on 
Oct.  1.  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  21  lb.  respectively. 
From  the  Aikemray  water  on  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Everard 
had  a  salmon  of  181b.  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales 
has  arrived  at  Gordon  Castle  as  the  guest  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  for  a  week's  sport. 
On  the  Castle  waters  last  week  good  sport  was  got, 
no  fewer  than  some  twenty-four  salmon  being 
landed  in  two  days. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  poor  sport  was  obtained  on  the  Tay 
during  the  past  week,  although  on  one  or  two 
beats  there  was  a  slight  improvement.  Rain  fell 
heavily  on  Monday  night,  but  it  made  little  or  no 
difference  in  the  river,  which  is  still  at  summer 
level.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  obtained 
for  week  ending  Oct.  1 : — Fishing  the  Murthly  water 
on  Sept.  26,  Mr.  G.  J.  Crane  killed  one  fish,  141b. ; 
Mr.  Basil  Moon  caught  one  grilse,  101b.,  and  Mr. 
J.  E.  E.  Banks  a  fish,  171b.,  on  Sept.  28,  on  Upper 
Cargill,  while  the  Hon.  Mrs.  G.  B.  Portman  took 
one  grilse,  71b.,  on  Lower  Cargill ;  JMr.  Archd. 
Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  two  grilse,  101b. 
and  81b.,  on  Sept.  28,  four  fish,  201b.,  191b.,  17ilb., 
and  131b.,  on  Oct.  1,  and  four  fish,  191b.,  191b.,  171b., 
and  131b.,  and  two  grilse,  91b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  2; 
and  Capt.  Broadhurst  had  one  grilse,  91b.,  on 
Sept.  26,  and  two  fish,  20|lb.  and  191b.,  on  Sept.  28, 
on  Upper  Stobhall.  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  killed 
one  fish,  191b.i  and  Captain  Broadhurst  one 
fish,  211b.,  on  Sept.  25,  and  a  gi-ilse,  51b.,  on 
Sept.  29.  Mr.  F.  W.  Way  caught  one  fish,  201b., 
on  Sept.  25,  and  Mr.  WolS's  boatmen  one  fish, 
161b.,  on  Sept.  29,  on  Bmnmouth  Stobhall,  while 
Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield  took  one  grilse,  81b.,  on 
Burnmouth.  Mr.  Henry  Peters  had  one  fish,  161b., 
and  a  grilse,  lOJlb.,  on  Sept.  27,  and  Sir  Basil 
Graham-Montgomery  a  grilse,  61b.,  on  Benchill, 
on  Sept.  29,  while  Mr.  Neil  McNeil  got  one  grilse, 
81b.,  on  Sept.  28,  and  Mr.  Peters  a  grilse.  7Jlb., 
on  Oct.  1,  on  Catholes.  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  kiUed 
two  grilse,  91b.  and  71b.,  on  Sept.  28,  and  Miss 
Maxwell  Lyte  one  grilse,  51b.,  on  Sept.  26,  one,  61  b. 


on  Sept.  27,  and  another,  81b.,  on  Sept.  28,  on 
Stanley  water. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District. — A  fortnight  of  what  is  termed 
the  autumn  anghng  season  has  elapsed,  and  salmon 
fishing  is  still  very  poor.  The  rivers  are  very  low 
and  clear.  At  present  trout  fishing  is  fairly  good. 
On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  A.  Mercer  caught  twenty-two 
trout,  weighing  61b.,  with  miimow  at  Thoiniiee, 
and  on  Sept.  25  he  had  eighteen,  weighing  O^lb. 
Fishing  with  fly,  on  Sept.  24,  25,  and  2(i,  Mr.  P. 
Ker  had  good  baskets  of  trout,  weighing  lOlb., 
11  Jib.,  and  51b.  On  tho  evening  of  Sept.  25,  Mr. 
T.  McMorren  had  a  few  trout  with  fly  at  Thornileo 
(heaviest,  2|lb.).  Fishing  at  BuUars.  on  Soft  27, 
Mr.  G.  Lees  caught  a  fine  trout,  weighing  3Jlb.,  with 
fly,  and  Mr.  Colbroun  had  one  of  41b.  On  Sept.  28, 
Mr.  W.  Waddel  had  a  few,  and  also  a  grilse  of  31b. 
Mr.  A.  Mercer  got  three  trout,  and  another  angler 
31b.  with  worm.  Prince  Albert  of  Schleswig- 
Holstein  arid  party,  visiting  Mr.  Balfour.  M.P.,  at 
Newton  Don,  have  been  fishing  the  Earl  of  Home's 
Birgham  waters  this  week.  On  Sept.  20  the  Prince 
caught  a  gi-ilse  of  61b. ;  the  Hon.  A.  McDonnel  a 
salmon  of  12i-lb  ;  Major  Wingfieid  one  of  ISlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Mansfield  a  grilse  of  61b. ;  while  at  Bolside 
Fisherman  W.  Millar  took  two  salmon  of  5 Jib.  and 
6lb.  It  is  also  worth  recording  that  Mr.  A.  Bruce 
had  a  fine  trout,  scaling  21b.  lOoz.,  one  evening 
about  a  week  ago  with  fly.  Fishing  the  Blackadder 
one  day  last  week,  Mr.  T.  Bain  captured  an  adder 
measuring  24in.  in  length,  but  I  will  not  go  so  far 
as  to  say  it  was  caught  with  rod  and  line. — Sorley 
Bbown. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Now  is  the  winter  of  our  adversity  complete,  so 
sings  the  salmon  angler  on  the  Border  streams. 
What  with  the  rivers  at  their  lowest  possible,  heavy 
frosts  at  night,  and  bright  sunshine  all  the  day, 
angling  of  any  kind  is  entirely  out  of  the  question. 
The  very  few  salmon  wliich  are  now  in  the  pools  or 
streams  are  very  old  and  discoloured  and  make  no  ■ 
response  to  the  angler's  hues.  Records  are  not  up  to 
much  at  present.  It  is  now  nearly  a  month  since 
the  nets  were  off,  and  yet  there  is  no  prospect  of  the 
back-end  salmon  season  getting  a  start  in  earnest. 
At  Bolside,  in  the  Galashiels  district,  Mr.  W.  Millar, 
fisherman,  has  had  one  fish  of  61b.  and  one  of  5Jlb. 
Two  remarkable  captures  of  trout  were  made 
last  week  on  the  PuUet  Loan  stream.  On  the 
Tweed,  Mr.  George  Lees,  senior,  of  Kelso,  killed 
a  common  river  trout  of  3 Jib.,  and  Mr.  George 
Colbron,  the  same  day,  had  one  of  41b.,  both  fish 
being  killed  with  the  fly.  During  the  pa't  week 
Prince  Albert  of  Schleswig-Holstein  has  been  ang- 
ling on  the  Tweed  at  Birgham,  but  owing  to  the  bad 
condition  of  the  water  sport  was  poor.  No  fish  were 
got.  On  the  Tweed  at  Coldstream  Mr.  Tait  had 
a  grilse  of  81b.  with  tide  lice  on  it.  On  the  Twizell 
water,  the  same  day,  Mr.  Kinnear,  York,  killed  a 
grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  the  Lennel  (Coldstream)  water, 
Mr.  Robert  Taylor  killed  a  sea-trout  of  121b.,  this  fish 
had  also  tide  lice  on  it.  On  the  Earl  of  Home's 
Birgham  water.  Major  Wingfieid  killed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  181b.  Pike  fishing  has  been  very  freely 
engaged  in  by  many  anglers  lately,  and  strongly 
in  -the  district,  and  some  good  takes  have 
been  secured.  On  the  TiU,  Sir.  Maiden  (New 
Etal)  had  one  fish  of  211b.,  one  of  17lb.,  and  one 
of  51b.,  and  three  days  later  he  had  again  one  of 
51b.  On  the  same  water  the  Rev.  S.  Simpson.  Etal 
Vicarage,  killed  one  of  lOlb.  On  Lord  Hone's  loch, 
at  the  Hirsel,  Mr.  Bridges,  the  Hirsel.  killed  a  pike 
of  81b.  ;  on  the  same  water,  on  two  other  occasions, 
he  had  fish  of  121b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  On  the  Lees 
water,  during  the  past  week,  fishing  at  night 
with  fly,  Mr.  James  Blaine,  West  Learmouth, 
Coldstream,  killed  70Jlb.  of  trout.  Mr.  John 
Enright,  Castleconnell,  leaves  this  morning  for 
New  York  by  the  ss.  Teutonic  to  defend  his  title  as 
champion  fly  caster  of  the  world  in  the  forthcoming 
international  tournament  to  be  held  in  that  city  on 
Oct.  12  and  13. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — In  consequence  of  the  cloudless 
sunshine  and  frost  at  night  which  prevailed  during 
the  week,  tliis  river  continued  being  reduced,  and  is 
now  running  lower  than  at  any  time  during 
the  past  angling  season,  which  terminated  on 
Sept.  30.  Salmon  refused  the  fly  on  all  the  reaches, 
and  the  shrimp  accounted  for  the .  little  sport 
obtained.  The  river  was  never  known  to  be  so 
clear,  and  fish  can  be  seen  resting]  on  its  bed  at  a 
depth  of  14  feet.  Colonel  Alison  has.  caught  five 
salmon  and  grilse  at  Caronroe,  51b.,  61b.,  8Ib.,  11  lb., 
and  121b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  two,  71b.  and  101b.,  at 
Kilrea ;  and  Mr.  S.  Frozor,  five  grilse,  at  Portgle- 
none,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  61b., and  71b.— Dajtikl  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Since  last  notes  a  httle 
rain  fell,  but  its  effects  were  practically  nil  so  far  as 
angling  was  concerned.  A  number  of  the  rivers 
closed  on  Sept.  30,  but  the  Lagan,  the  majority  of 
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the  Antrim  coast  streams,  and  the  Maine  remain 
open  till  the  Inst  day  of  this  month.— J.  A.  B. 

Bnudrowes  (co.  Donegal).  —  Some  excellent 
troiiting  was  obtained  on  the  Bvmdrowes  during  the 
closing  days  of  the  anglmg  sea-on  last  week,  and  it 
will  interest  the  readers  of  your  valuable  journal  to 
learn  that  not  for  the  last  twenty  years  has  such  a 
fine  large  stock  of  spawning  salmon  been  in  the 
Bundrovves  as  it  at  present  contains,  and  this  will 
certamly  give  a  gi-and  spring  salmon  fisliing  in 
1907  on  the  Bundrowes  and  Lough  Melvin,  whtre 
angling  begins  on  Feb.  1.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kilittxney  — Sport  is  now  better  at  sahnon, 
though  still  below  the  mark.  Brown  trout  fishing 
has  yielded  generallv  good  sport  in  the  evenings  — 
T.  J.  D.  s 

Lougli  Corrib  (Railway  Hotel).— Tlie  weather 
for  the  last  week  has  been  unfavourable  for  fishing 
in  consequence  of  the  very  bright  and  calm 
weather;  a  change  has  taken  place.  We  have 
at  the  present  and  for  some  days  some  showers 
with  a  nice  breeze  for  dapping.  The  Longharry 
is  in  full  swing  and  doing  good  work  for 
the  anglers  ;  Messrs.  Backhouse  and  Taylor  of  St. 
Ives,  Cornwall,  fishing  from  the  Railway  Hotel,  had 
some  good  trout  and  pike  to  their  credit ;  other 
anglefs  had  very  good  sport.  I  believe  that  this 
month  will  be  one  of  the  best  of  the  season  in 
consequence  of  the  very  favourable  change  in  the 
weather  for  big  bags  of  large  trout  and  pike.  The 
thermometer  stands  at  60. — T.  Fahy  Natj&hton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
On  one  evening  Colonel  Carruthers  got  two  sea^ 
trout,  weighing  respectively  3ilb.  and  2ilb.  Sea- 
trout  are  still  arriving  from  the"  sea  and  are  begin- 
ning to  rise  better,  as  the  weather  ha?  got  more 
favourable  at  time  of  writing ;  but  the  rivers  are 
all  still  too  low.  Some  sport  has  been  had  on 
Waterville  river  in  the  late  evenings  at  sea-trout. 
— T.  J.  D. 

LouMrA  Melvin—  Trouting  was  fair  on  Sept.  27, 
28,  and  29,  and  a  number  of  nice  baskets  of  trout 
were  taken,  containing  from  eight  to  fifteen  trout, 
largest  trout  taken,  a  gillarooe,  of  2|lb.  Angling 
closed  on  Sept.  30. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Monntain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  good  on  the  above  waters  during 
the  past  week  at  brown  trout.  The  season  closes 
on  October  15,  and  prospects  for  the  back-end 
angling  are  good.    At  time  of  writing  all  the  lakes 

have  got  a  freshening  up  from  the  welcome  rain.  

T.  J .  D. 

Bosses  (Dnngloe,  oo.  Donegal).  —  Since  the 
cessation  of  the  bright  glaring  weather,  which 
characterised  the  month  of  September,  anghng  has 
greatly  improved  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the 
Ros  es, — J.  A.  B, 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— Sport 
is  now  exhibiting  much  improvement  at  -ea  and 
brown  trout  on  all  the  above  waters.  Sea-trout  are 
pushing  up  from  Lough  Currane,  and  prospects  for 
the  back-end  fishing  are  materially  improved. — 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  has  been  good,  esp?ciallv 
at  bream,  scad,  and  whiting.  Rock  fishers  did  well 
on  a  couple  of  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sport  continues  good  at  a  big 
variety  of  fish  at  and  around  this  station. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— Wliiting,  scad,  and 
bream  are  still  affording  good  sport,  but  nothing 
worth  recording  has  been  done  at  other  fish  latelv. 
— T.  J.  D.  ' 

Deal. — Boat  fishing  has  been  good  lately.  On 
Sept.  27  calm,  with  blue  sky,  and  water  in  good 
condition.  Mr.  A,  Fisher  and  brother,  fishing  in 
the  bay,  took  213  decent  whiting,  23  dabs,  and 
30  spur  dog-fish.  Mr.  G.  R.  Clarke,  out  with  T. 
Norris,  took  four  score  wliiting,  two  cod  (one  of 
101b.  and  one  of  filb  ),  three  dabs,  and  several  dog- 
fish ;  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Holland  one  and  a  half 
score  codling  and  whiting.  On  Sept.  28  calm, 
with  blue  sky,  Mr.  Matthews  and  friend  200  whiting, 
eighteen  dabs  and  two  dog-fi-h ;  Dr.  Mudie,  106 
whiting,  three  dabs,  one  conger  and  one  good  cod- 
ling. Mr.  G.  R.  Clavk,  120  whiting,  twelve  dabs  and 
three  codling.  Several  local  fishermen  landed  with 
good  takes  of  mixtures.  Messrs.  King,  Wilson,  and 
Green  fifteen  score  whiting  and  a  few  dabs.  Sept.  29 
wind  westerly,  Hght  breeze  with  bright  blue  sky, 
backing  round  to  east  midday.  Decent  takes 
landed.  Mr.  Williams,  fishing  with  Dick  Riley, 
six  score  whiting,  one  cod,  Clb.,  several  dabs, 
one  conger  and  a  few  pouting;  Messrs.  Green, 
Smith,  and  Booth,  with  Tom  Upton,  eight  score  ten 
whiting ;  Mr.  Haynes  and  Son,  nine  and  a  half 
score  whiting,  two  dabs,  and  sixteen  dogs  ;  Captain 
Coleman  and  Mr.  Cannan,  ten  score  whiting  ;  Mr. 
A.  Tankhurst  and  Mr.  Herbert  Harris,  of  South- 
borough,  Kent,  fishing  with  Harry  Buttress,  six 
ecore  four  whiting,  three  codling,  sixteen  pouting. 


two  dabs,  two  spur-dogs.  Sept.  30.  Light,  bright 
sunshine  ;  water  clear.  Several  boats  out  and 
decent  takes  of  cod,  codling,  and  other  fish 
landed.  Mr.  Green  and  two  friends,  ten  score 
whitmg.  Oct.  1,  S.,  light;  decent  takes.  Mr. 
Richardson  and  friend,  three  score  whiting  and  a 
few  dabs  ;  Mr.  Norris,  Miss  D.  Hanger  and  Miss  G. 
Hanger,  six  and  a  half  score  whiting  and  a  few  dabs, 
while  other  boats  scored  decent  takes.  Oct.  2, 
wind  S.W.,  moderate,  misty  rain  first  part  of  day, 
freshening  to  strong  breeze  latter  part  of  day, 
accompanied  with  thick  rain  ;  decent  takes  of  fish 
landed.  Oct.  3.  N.W.,  strong,  with  ground  swell, 
water  rather  thick,  poor  takes ;  Mr.  Houtridge  and 
two  friends,  two  score  whiting  and  four  codling, 
largest  about  51b.  When  the  weather  gets  a  little 
settled  in  all  probability  there  will  be  decent  sport. 
— Edward  Hanger. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Fishing  from  the  pier  has  not 
been  so  good  during  the  past  ten  days  as  it  was 
throughout  the  preceding  week,  although  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  have  generally  been  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Whiting  have  been  taken  in  very 
limited  numbers  and  of  small  size;  flat  fish  have 
proved  extremely  scarce,  and  the  codling  have  run 
much  smaller  than  those  caught  at  the  latter  end  of 
September.  Strange  to  say  the  night  fishing  has 
been  very  unproductive,  though  the  tides  have  been 
generally  suitable.  On  Sept.  28  Mr.  Aitchison 
took  premier  honours  with  ten  codling  and 
whiting,  Mr.  Pankhurst  had  a  nice  catch  of 
large  codling,  Mr.  Gus  Elen  landed  seven  codling 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Hoare, 
Mr.  C.  Hoare,  and  Mr.  Bond  each  secured  a  small 
mixed  bag.  Mrs.  Owens  hooked  and  landed  a  clean 
little  lobster  of  3|lb.  in  the  evening.  On  Sept.  29 
scarcely  anything  was  done  during  early  hours,  but 
later  in  the  day  Mrs.  Hicks  landed  some  fair-sized 
plaice.  Mr.  Bing  made  a  small  catch,  including  a 
codling  0|lb.,  and  Messrs.  Aitchison  and  Snlt  made 
a  heavy  mixed  bag,  their  heaviest  fish  scaling  41b. 
Later  in  the  day  Mr.  T.  Clark  made  a  small  catch 
of  soles,  whiting,  and  codUng,  and  Mr.  Wolff  was 
fairly  succe-sful  ^among  the  codUng,  his  be>t  fi<h 
weighing  51b.  The  fishing  on  the  following 
day  proved  scarcely  worthy  of  record,  but  the 
Brothers  Turner  had  five  nice  codling  totalling  about 
151b.,  and  Messrs.  Waddell,  Snowden,  and  Glen 
each  creeled  a  few  smaller  fish.  On  Oct.  1  Mr.  Gus 
E.en  took  eleven  codling  as  a  result  of  a  whole 
day's  fishing;  Mr.  Wood  had  six,  Mr.  Morgan  and 
Mr.  Piper  five  each,  and  Mr.  W.  Dodd,  Mr.  Bursletn, 
Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Webber,  and  Mr.  C.  Hoare  three 
or  foiu-  each,  while  several  rods  drew  a  blank 
tlu-oughout  the  entire  day.  A  strong  S.W.  wind, 
acc omp  mied  by  heavy  showers,  ushered  in  the 
morning  of  Oct.  2,  and  only  half  a  dozen  pier  angle-s 
were  at  their  <-tations,  Mr.  Wood  doing  best  of  all  by 
the  capture  of  four  codling.  Mr.  Osborn's  best  fish 
weighed  3^\h..  and  Mr.  J.  Walker  took  one  whic  h 
scaled  4|lb.  Mr.  Payton,  M.V.O.,  H.B.M.  Consul 
at  Calais,  Mr.  P_.  C.  Edgar,  chairman  of  the  local 
anglers'  association,  Mr.  Belcher,  and  some  two  or 
three  others  were  among  the  ranks  of  those  who 
obtained  very  limited  catches.  The  water  on 
October  3  was  somewhat  thick  upon  the  ebb 
tide,  but  improved  upon  the  flood,  and 
some  good  catches  were  made  from  both  decks 
of  the  pier.  Mr.  A.  F.  Wrightson  took  codling 
up  to  mh.  weight.  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Elen 
made  rare  bags  of  codling.  Mr.  A.  Turner  and 
Mr.  S.  J.  Hawes  were  very  suc:'e?sful  with  fish 
up  to  4  Jib.  weight.  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Hume  took 
numbers  of  codling.  Colonel  Backliouse's  catch 
included  a  large  edible  crab,  and  Mr.  Stock  topped 
all  this  reason's  records  by  landing  a  lot  of  cod  and 
codlinff,  his  heaviest  fish,  a  very  shapely  one,  scaling 
just  101b  —J.  Rl  -HARD.SON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — The  weather  is  now  favourable  for 
angling,  and  four  catches  have  been  landed.  Mr. 
Wacher  and  friends'  fishing  at  the  rocks,  had  four 
score  of  flatfish  and  two  score  of  whiting,  this  being 
the  belt  cat^h  of  whiting  so  far  this  season.  Other 
boats  have  done  fairly  well  with  flatfish  and  spur 
dog-fish.  The  pier  fishing  improves.  Major 
Seymour  had  some  good  flatfish  on  Oct.  1,  and  one 
skate  of  7|lb.  Mr.  J.  Harriss  also  landed  a  skate  of 
71b.  on  the  same  day  from  the  pier.  The  water  is 
now  in  good  condition,  and  good  sport  should  be 
had  during  the  week. — E.  F.  W. 

Plymouth. — Everything  points  to  a  change  in 
the  weather,  and  it  will  be  much  better  for  fishing 
in  every  way.  The  sport  has  not  been  so  good  this 
week  as  last.  Of  pollack  there  has  been  plenty,  but 
smaller  than  usual ;  the  largest  have  been  caught 
between  the  Tinker  and  the  Mewstono.  Some  fair- 
sized  ones  were  taken  on  Sept.  28  at  the  West 
Winter  and  also  at  the  East  Winter  buoys.  Fire- 
stone Bay  has  been  affording  good  sport  with  the 
large  chad,  and  they  have  been  fairly  plentiful. 
Pouting,  for  those  who  like  the  sport,  are  to  be  had 
in  almost  any  nvimber  at  the  usual  pits  in  the  doimd 
near  the  Mallard  Buoy,  and  about  half-way  between 


the  East  Winter  buoy  and  the  white  patch  under 
the  ladies'  bathing  place.  If  you  do  not  catch 
at  once,  shift  a  little  to  the  westward  until  you  get 
in  the  pit,  which  is  about  eighteen  to  twenty  fathoms 
deep.  Tlie  usual  array  of  about  forty  rodsmen  can 
be  seen  at  the  Promenade  Pier  every  evening,  and 
their  takes  vary  very  much.  The  fish  they  take  are 
horse-mackerel,  bass,  pollack,  chad,  smelt,  pouting 
and  small  conger,  commonly  called  straps.— 
WiLUAM  Hbarder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — Fishing  from  the  pier  during  the 
last  few  days  has  been  of  a  desultory  nature  owing 
to  clearness  of  the  water ;  still,  decent  fish  have 
been  taken,  and  several  fishing  visitors,  '•  Piscatorial 
annuals,"  have  arrived  with  the  best  of  tackle,  and 
bent  on  business.  This  return  of  old  friands  year 
after  year  makes  pier  fishing  here  additional  pleasure, 
and  both  the  CoastDevelopment  Corporation  and  the 
recently-formed  Southwold  Sea  Anglers'  Society  ac- 
cord a  genial  welcome  to  visitors.  Tliis  society  has 
now  added  for  their  own  and  visitors'  convenience 
a  cormnodious  club-room  (recently  built)  on  the 
Pier,  and  visitors  can  become  honorary  mem- 
bers and  have  its  free  use  and  all  accommoda- 
tion by  the  payment  of  Is.  per  week.  It  is  a 
capital  idea.  The  Britannia  Pier  Cup  Competi- 
tion was  held  at  Great  Yarmouth  on  Sept.  28, 
and  resulted  in  the  winning)  of  the  handsome 
challenge  cup  and  four  gold  medals  by  the  South- 
wold team,  namely — Messrs.  H.  and  J.  Aldred, 
A.  Field  and  R.  J.  Canover  (hon.  sec).  The  prizes 
were  presented  at  a  smoking  concert  at  Great 
Yarmouth  on  Oct.  1,  and  were  received  by  Rev. 
Father  Mason  and  a  deputation  on  behalf  of  South- 
wold Society.  Pier  competition  held  Oct  3,  and 
there  were  twenty-eight  competitors.  The  three 
prizes  offered  by  the  Southwold  Club  were  won  by 
Geo.  Taylor,  .  .  Powditch  and  - —  Pedrette.  Mr. 
Wrightson  in  a  boat,  fishing  two  and  a  half  hours, 
got  421b.  of  whiting  and  one  cod,  6!b.,  and  Mr. 
Powell  and  Mr.  Aldred  secured  three  and  a  half  score 
and  one  cod. — L.  B.  Wright.son  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  good 
at  whiting,  bream,  scad,  mackerel,  and  haddocks. — 
T.  J.  D.  ^ 

Weymouth. — There  has  been  very  little  fishing 
done  here  lately,  owing  to  very  strong  winds,  which 
has  made  it  impossible  for  boats  to  go  out.  To-day 
it  is  a  little  better,  but  the  water  is  very  thick,  and 
scarcely  anything  has  been  taken.  Mr.  R.  H, 
Charleton,  of  the  Palmerston  AngUng  Society, 
out  with  E.  Haggott,  only  hod  a  few  pollack, 
largest  31b.  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  W,  and  D, 
S.A.S.,  took  some  large  bass  on  Monday  evening, 
but  I  have  not  had  the  weights  sent  me.  The 
weather  is  improving,  and  when  t' e  water  fines 
down  a  little  some  good  sport  may  be  expected. — • 
CrtAS.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.). 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
(Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  Lane,  Barbican,  E.G.) 
English  Angiling  Championship. 
The  entries  of  teams  to  represent  the  associations 
federated  with  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers 
to  compete  for  the  challenge  cup  are  not  due  imtil 
Oct.  8,  but  whatever  the  number  of  entries  are,  the 
London  anglers  will  be  keenly  interested,  because  two 
London  teams  will  be  competing.  During  the  past 
week  the  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers 
have  joined  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers, 
and  are  selecting  a  team  to  represent  themselve  i 
at  Pangbourne  on  Oct.  15.  I  think  thiA  will 
be  the  first  time  it  has  been  possible  to  get  the  two 
London  As-ociations  to  compete  in  friendly  rivalry. 
I  am  trying  to  arrange  for  through  carriages  from 
Paddington  to  Pangbourne  by  the  9  a  m.  train  on 
Monday,  Oct.  15,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  by 
Tuesday  night,  Oct.  9,  from  any  persons  wishing  to 
go  down  by  that  train.^ — R.  G.Woodruff,  Secretary. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Sept.  25  Mr.  Armitage  was  in 
the  chair.  Two  gentlemen  were  nominated  for 
membership,  and  sundry  matters  of  business  trans- 
acted. In  the  course  of  the  evening  Messrs.  H. 
Adams  and  Wood-Barrett  brought  up  roach  from 
the  Harefield  portion  of  the  society's  water,  the 
latter  having  71b.  SJoz.  of  nice  fish.  Messrs. 
Loudonsach  and  Lucas  reported  that  they  had 
visited  Marlow  and  Shepperton  respectively,  and 
had  fair  sport.  Mr.  H.  Adams  stated  that  he  had 
just  recently  returned  from  Fowey,  where  he  had 
taken  a  number  of  pollack,  bass,  dory,  etc.  On 
Sept.  29  Mr.  Bainton  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  from 
the  Colne,  including  good  samples  of  roach  and 
three  chub  (best  21b.  5|oz. );  he  also  landed  a 
splendid  trout  of  31b.,  which,  however,  he  carefully 
returned.  Mr.  Dalmer  had  a  few  roach,  also  dace 
(best  8oz.),  and  Mr.  Blagrave  roach.    At  Harefield, 
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BURBERRY-PROOFS 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON, 


"  The  coat  you  made  Jor 
me  had  an  exceptionally 
good  christening  this  morn- 
ing. I  was  out  for  hours, 
and  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
downpour  and  Uinding 
sea-spray  I  ultimately 
landed  home  as  '■dry  as  a 
lone:"— 3.  W.,  Southsea. 


INVALUABLE   TO  THE 

II 


BURBERRY  WADING  SLIP-ON. 

Shortened  expressly  for  deep  wading,  coming  well  over 
wader  tops.  ,  An  exceedingly  light,  handy  garment,  giving 
complete  protection. 

BURBERRY  SUIT. 

Has  the  following  advantages  over  ordinary  garments  : — 

1.  Freedom  '  in  excelsis '  for  all  limb  movements. 

2.  Extra  durability  in  wear. 

3.  Perfect  air-porousness  and  almost  negligible  weight. 

4.  An  especially  smart  and  sportsmanlike  appearance. 

5.  Practical  impermeableness  to  wet ;  and  when  built 

of  Gabardine — 

6.  Fish-hooks  cannot  penetrate  beyond  the  barb. 

BURBERRYS 


BDRBERRY  SUIT. 


ilfo/e.-EVERY  GENUINE  BURBERRY 
GARMENT  IS  LABELLED  'BURBERRYS.'  i 


ANGLER, 
HEAD  THE  LIST  OF 
RAIN  REPELLENTS, 
Because    RELIABLE  — ENDURING  — 
AI RY-LIGHT—  SELF-VENTI LATING. 
Therefore  wear 

"BURBERRY." 


BURBERRY 
SLIP-ON. 

Provides  an  overgarment 
absolutely  unique  in  its  relia- 
bility to  keep  one  dry  in  the 
worst  weathers.  Shoots  off 
rain  with  a  certainty  equal  to 
oilskins,  and — unlike  them — 
is  healthfully  porous  to  air. 

Combining  lightness  with 
unhampered  freedom,  it  meets 
the  wants  of  the  Golfer,  Racin? 
Man,  and  Country  Gentleman, 
while  Anglers,  Mountaineers, 
and  Yachtsmen  all  acknow- 
ledge the  soundness  of  the 
comforts  it  affords. 


BURBERRY  SLIP-ON. 


30  to  33,  HAYMARKET, 
and  BASINGSTOKE. 


LONDON 


P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Hannfactnrer  of  eyery  descriptioi!  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  i orld. 

TEN  GOLD   AND  OTHBB  MEDALS  AWARDED, 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs.  ;  very  powerful 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.     New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch*s  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Sa:imon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personaUy  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland  anglers  mav 
rely  on  bemg  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle.  °  ^ 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

.30  and  iO  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  ma^-ket.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk",  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  comeofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  toUowing  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Test>moalaJa. 

Colonel  G.  write  :  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  jards  or  more  to  the  east." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  Tlie  one  1  enclose 
IS  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled  It  ii 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M  K.C.,  writes  ;  '  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  renienibered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have. ' 


CATALOGUES  FREE.   26  &  28,  SCOH  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  FREE 
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on  Sept.  30.  Mr.  Cracknell  just  managed  to  beat 
Mr.  Wood-Barrett  in  the  second  round  for  the  club 
cup.  Mr.  Blagrave  took  some  good  sized  roacli 
(best  lib.  9^oz. ),  Mr.  Yarham  roach  and  dace,  and 
Messrs.  Brooke  and  Wilkins  roach. — E.  B. 

City  of  Londost  Piscatoki.\i.  Society. 
A  well  attended  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  presiding. 
Fishing  reports  were  fairly  numerous ;  amongst 
them  roach  had  bean  taken  by  Mr.  Salisbury ;  dace 
and  roach  by  Mr.  Hurren  and  Mr.  Thompson  ;  Mr. 
Hurren,  at  Wraysbury,  had  taken  some  nice  chub, 
which,  however,  were  returned  ;  Mr.  Green  and  Mr. 
Higgs  reported  pei'ch ;  whilst  Mr.  Snare  had  a  large 
assortment  of  jack  (twelve),  perch,  dace,  and  roach, 
which  were,  however,  all  put  back.  The  best  catch 
was  that  of  the  chau-man,  which  included  five 
bai'bel,  up  to  4 Jib.,  three  nice  chub,  also  jack, 
perch,  and  gudgeon.  Results  at  Leigh  were  highly 
respectable.  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  taking  231b.,  Mr.  W. 
Gilbert.  101b.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Clark,  23ilb.,  and  Mr. 
Worsley  101b.'  The  event  of  the  evening  was  the 
reading  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  of  a  capital  paper  on 
"The  Balance  of  Rods,"  the  subject  being  liandled 
in  a  very  entertaining  yet  most  practical  manner, 
Mr.  Parker  exemplifying  with  actual  rods,  together 
with  other  appliances,  the  particular  dynamical 
points  concerned.  Great  interest  was  taken  in  the 
paper,  and  at  the  close,  after  a  short  discussion,  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Parker  for 
his  very  successful  paper  and  admirable  treatment 
of  a  very  difficult  subject.  Attention  was  called  to 
the  wesk-end  chub  competition  of  Oct.  6,  7,  8,  and  9, 
also  to  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin's  paper,  to  be  read  on 
Tuesday  next,  Oct.  9.  the  subject  "  Fishing  on  the 
Medway,"  when  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a  good 
attendance.  Mention  was  also  made  of  the  punt 
match  to  take  place  on  Oct.  16,  and  of  other  fixtures 
later  on,  the  proceedings  concluding  with  the 
customary  toast  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  tlie 
chairman. — Hoisr.  Sec.  » 

GRE5HAM  AKGLINO  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Thonger  presided  o\  or  the  committee 
meeting  on  Oct.  2.  Among  the  business  transacted 
was  the  election  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Thomas  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  committee  caused  by  the  imavoid- 
able  resignation  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff.  The 
usual  donation  to  the  T.A.P.S.  was  made.  Dr.  P.  J. 
Sp sneer  was  chosen  to  pre-iide  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  at  eight,  and  under  his  genial  presidency, 
the  remaining  busines?  having  been  disposed  of, 
a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Few  good 
fishing  reports  came  to  hand,  though  several 
m  mbers  had  been  out.  Th  -  cause  of  the  poor 
sport  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  very  low 
and  stale  condition  of  the  rivers  that  were  visited. 
Should  the  present  rain  be  continued  to  any  extent 
the  Keh  edon  water,  which  at  present  is  very  low, 
should  benefit  and  some  good  takes  result.  The  last 
day  of  the  trout  season  at  Chesham  passed  very 
pleasantly,  the  dinner  at  its  close  making  the  termi- 
nation of  a  season  which  has  yielded  .some  good 
trout.  The  programme  for  November  will  be  posted 
shortly. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Oct.  3.  Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield,  the  hon.  curator  of 
the  society,  was  congratulated  on  the  rearrangement 
of  the  cases  of  specimens.  The  obsolete  cases 
belonging  to  past  members  have  been  disposed  of, 
and  the  present  collection  is  entirely  composed  of 
specimens  captured  by  present  members  of  the 
society.  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  still  holds  the  lead  for 
the  challenge  cup  with  nine  points  to  his  credit. 
The  present  round  for  the  club  championship  must 
be  fished  off  before  Oct.  17,  on  which  date  the  draw 
for  the  next  round  takes  place.  Messrs.  Forbes  and 
Scholefield  have  taken  some  nice  roach  ;  and  Mr. 
Potter  some  decent  roach  and  pike.  Mr.  H.  C.  Till 
has  captured  some  good  perch  from  club  water.  The 
next  club  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  21,  the  venue 
being  the  Barford  fishery. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Members  having  now  for  the  most  part  returned 
from  their  vacations,  there  was  an  excellent  report 
given  on  Monday  evening  (Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  in  the 
chair),  the  successful  angling  experiences  during  the 
holidays  being  numerous.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles 
exhibited,  in  a  preserved  state,  his  fine  trout  of 
51b.  3oz.  taken  on  the  Kennet  on  June  7  last.  Mr. 
de  Couroy  mentioned  that  in  the  eel  trap  at  Uxbridge 
there  had  been  caught  a  9in.  huchen,  this  little  fish 
having  descended  from  Mr.  Gilbey's  hatchery  above 
the  society's  water.  The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie  had 
good  sport  with  grayling  in  the  Exe,  and  spoke  of 
the  great  increase  of  Thymallus  which  had  taken 
place  in  this  river.  Specimens  had  been  caught  up 
to  31b.  4oz.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  had  a  wonderful  time 
with  sea-trout  in  the  Ythan,  by  Aberdeen,  getting 
172J  brace,  up  to  21b.  in  weight,  in  a  little  over  a 
fortnight,  besides  returning  fully  100  brace  under 


size.  The  Blue  Terror  was  the  killing  fly.  Mr- 
Powell  had  a  leash  of  pike  from  Newbury,  and  Mr. 
W.  M.  Colles  a  trout  of  1  lb.  lOoz.  and  dace  up  to 
lib.  loz.  at  "Halfway."  In  the  Hebrides,  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  had  a  large  number  of  sea-trout,  both 
to  the  wet  and  dry  fly,  the  latter  being  most  valuable 
when  the  lochs  were  calm  and  still.  He  mentioned 
that  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  who  will  recount  his  own 
adventures  at  an  early  meeting,  took  sea-trout  up 
to  41b.  8oz.,  fishing  dry  with  a  tiny  fly  and  a  rod  of 
4Joz.  On  the  Colne,  Mr.  Brown  got  several  trout, 
best  brace  41b.  12oz.,  and  on  the  Itehen  he  made 
more  than  one  bag  of  good  grayling  up  to  1  lb.  lOoz. 
Roach  at  Uxbridge  were  not  feeding  at  the  time  of 
writing,  owing  to  the  unusuallj'  low  water  and  bright 
weather,  with  frost  in  the  morning.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt 
had  good  trout  from  the  Frome,  and  eleven  brace 
of  grayling  from  the  Itchen.  in  one  day,  the  heaviest 
five  brace  of  the  latter  scaling  131b.  lloz.,  the  best 
two  fish  going  1  lb.  lOoz.  apiece.  Nearly  all  fell  to 
the  Witch.  On  the  Lambourn  he  lulled  the  last 
trout  of  the  season,  and  secured  two  brace  of  gray- 
ling— the  Witch  being  again  successful.  Dr.  Lake 
also  had  grayling  on  the  Lambourn,  and  at  "  Half- 
way "  Mr.  F.  Ward  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  each 
took  grayling  and  big  dace,  for  which  this  water  is 
famous. — Hon.  Sec. 


iTotcs  from  ffjc  ilorf^. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  recovering  rapidly,  although 
she  is  not  out  of  doors  yet.  Her  angling  season 
was,  unfortunately,  cut  short,  and  confined  to  a 
few  days  after  her  arrival  at  Mar  Lodge. 

1  -t   

With  the  advent  of  October  comes  the  near 
approach  of  the  close  of  the  brown  trout  angling 
season  for  the  whole  of  Scotland.  It  closes  down 
on  Oct.  14,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  the  season 
is  over. 

The  sea-trout  and  finnock  season  ends  with  the 
close  of  the  salmon  angling  season  in  each  respective 
district.  The  Tay  and  Spey  season  ends  on  Oct.  15, 
but  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  bulk  of  S(-ottish 
waters  do  not  close  till  Oct.  31. 


Fish  are  plentiful  in  the  tidals  and  lower  reaches, 
and  eagerly  seeking  their  way  upstream.  But 
they  fight  shy  at  the  fly. 

Good  baskets  of  finnock,  with  an  occasional  sea- 
trovit,  are  being  made  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Ythan 
estuaries  on  the  very  smallest  Dunkelds  and 
Cinnamon  flies.  Nos.  12  and  13  are  the  common 
sizes  where  anything  like  sport  is  being  got. 


Mr.  Harding,  on  the  Wester  Elchies  Spey  water, 
had  a  fine  salmon  of  221b.  on  Sept.  28,  and  a  grilse 
of  6ilb.,  while  Mr.  Yool  had  three  on  the  Easter 
Elchies  section  of  131b.,  91b.,  and  71b. 


The  lower  reaches  of  the  Spey  are  yielding  more 
sport  now  than  at  any  time  during  the  season.  At 
Rothes  Mr.  Peto  had  a  salmon  of  181b.  and  a  grilse 
of  "t^lh. 

The  Iving,  Queen,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
along  with  the  Duke  of  Connaught  and  Prince  Arthur 
of  Connaught,  had  a  day  on  Loch  Muick  o\\  Saturday 
(Sept.  29) — quite  a  family  fishing  party.  Tlie 
King  has  had  a  new  boat  built  since  last  year,  and 
in  it;  the  ladies  enjoyed  some  good  trout  angling. 
Lunch  was  served  on  the  lawn,  and  altogether  a 
most  enjoyable  day  was  spent  among  the  hills. 

Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  Society's  exhibition  of  sea-angling  tackle, 
by  the  trade,  was  brought  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion on  Wednesday,  and  when  "lights  out"  was 
sounded  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  rooms  in 
Fetter-lane,  and  though  no  formal  meeting  had 
been  announced,  the  infonnal  meeting  ran  some  of 
the  "regulations"  rather  close. 

Very  general  satisfaction  was  felt  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  trade  had  made  use  of  the  facilities 
afforded,  for  indeed  they  contributed  a  most  hand- 
some and  skilled  exhibit,  and  the  attention  of  its 
members  was  unflagging  from  Sept.  21  to  Oct.  3, 
every  day  they  were  at  Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  and  the 
last  day  was  better  than  the  first.  And  thesa  truths 
were  expre-sed  ;  and  Mr.  Mallett,  being  placed  in  the 
chair,  expressed  his  regret  at  the  secretary's  un- 
avoidable absence,  and  communicated  the  substance 
of  letters  from  members  away  fishing, 
f^-  Mr.  Bates,  at  Lowestoft,  with  Mrs.  Bates,  on  the 
first  day,  five  score  whiting,  and  seven  codling  ;  the 
next  day  seven  score  whiting  and  three  codling, 
3pb.,  41b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Fegan,  at  Ballycillon,  one 


skate  1571b.,  1  hake  141b.,  and  on  a  bad  day,  fisViing 
in  the  harbour,  grey  mullet  of  2^1b.  and  3j[lb.,  a 
mo  st  miusual  occurrence  there.  Mr.  Gordon  Stephen- 
son, at  Seaford,  in  fo\ir;days'  fishing,  took  ()78  fish, 
chiefly  whiting,  weighing  2501b.,  and  some  mackerel. 

The  agent  at  Broadstairs  reported  the  sport  as 
unusually  good.  Codling  up  to  (ilb.  and  71b.,  one 
of  lOHb.,  one  of  121b.,  and  i  bass  81b.  Mr.  Templar, 
of  Ram -gat  6,  advised  the  dates  of  the  Sea  Angling 
festival,  (ith  to  8th  Oct.,  and  anticipates  very  good 
.sports  Mr.  Mallett  referred  from  the  chair  to  the 
success  of  the  tackle  exhibit.  It  had  been  most 
satisfactory  to  the  members,  and  called  \ipon 
Mr.  Clav  (Carter  &  Co.)  to  respond,  who  only 
consented  after  Mr.  Holbrow,  whose  firm  exhibited 
in  1851  in  Hyde  Park,  as  senior,  had  done  so.  Mr. 
Holbrow  expressed  his  great  satisfaction,  but  made 
the  valuable  suggestion  that  if  the  Committee  did 
not  wish  it  to  assume  somewhat  huge  proportions 
they  should  strictly  confine  it  to  sea  fishing 
tackle.  Mr.  Clay  then  continued  in  the  same 
strain,  urging  that  the  provision  of  tackle  for 
taking  sea-trout  verged  very  closely  upon  river  and 
s.iftwater  fishing,  and  opened  the  ground  for  the 
introduction  of  all.  Fly-fishing  tackle  and  rods  a 
big  thing.  He  contended  that  the  taking  of  sea- 
trout  was  not  sea  angling,  but  a  matter  for  rivers 
and  estuaries. 

Mr.  Mallett,  in  reply,  urged  that  he  had  caught 
seals  out  oft'  the  Shetlands  in  distinctly  the  sea,  no 
estuary,  and  in  deep  .sounding,  which  Mr.  Boyton 
confirmed  from  his  experience. 

Mr.  Mallett  referred  to  the  new  notice  in  the"Pocket 
BookonSea-Trout  Fishing"  and  pointed  out  that  their 
station  sub-committee  had  provided  a  number  of 
stations  where  this  sport  withthe  fly  is  prosecuted,  and 
claimed  that  it  came  within  their  rights  as  sea^ 
anglers  and  that  if  special  tackle  was  required  that 
did  not  matter,  for  they  were  constantly  specialising 
the  sport,  and  by  consequence  requiring  special 
tackle.  Mr.  Smith  (Wyers  Freres)  was  quite  satis- 
fied and  much  pleased  with  the  exhibition.  They 
have  received  a  great  measure  of  support  from  both 
members  and  the  general  public. 

Mr.  Hyde  bore  witness  to  having  seen  much  sea 
trout  in  the  open  sea,  but  had  not  been  able  to 
catch  them.  If  the  taclvle-makers  could  only 
supply  him  with  the  proper  tackle  it  might  help. 

On  Oct.  10  there  will  be  a  musical  evening  at  the 
Society's  rooms,  and  the  distribution  of  the  Sarcelle 
Cup  and  medals  for  the  Specimen  Fish  Competition 
of  1905-6,  and  on  Oct.  17  Mr.  Mallett  will  relate 
the  experiences  of  the  1906  Ballycotton  contingent. 

H.  P. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Exhibits  for  the  Dairy  Show,  Agricultural  Hall» 
London,  on  Oct.  9,  10,  11,  and  12,  will  be  conveyed 
to  St.  Pancras  in  through  vans  from  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  Carlisle,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Sheffield,  Man- 
chester, Liverpool,  Nottingham,  Blackburn, 
Leicester,  etc.  A  corridor  carriage,  with  lavatory 
conveniences,  will  be  attached  to  the  11.10  a.m. 
train  from  Hollifield  on  Monday,  Oct.  8,  calling  at 
Blackburn,  Bolton,  Manchester  (Victoria),  Chinley 
(for  passengers  from  Liverpool,,  Central),  Derby, 
Leicester,  Kettering,  and  Bedford,  4.48  p.m. 
Consignments  from  Isranch  lines  and  intermediate 
stations  at  which  the  above  trains  do  not  stop  will 
be  placed  in  the  through  vans  at  the  various  junc- 
tions, thus  ensuring  direct  transit.  Arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  return  of  the  traffic  at  the 
close  of  the  show  in  through  vans.  Any  information 
required  by  exhibitors  as  to  arrangements  for  the 
forward  or  return  journey,  etc.,  may  be  had  on 
application  to  Mr.  W.  P.  Snow,  St.  Pancras  Station, 
London,  Mr.  G.  Arnold,  District  Superintendent,  St. 
Pancras  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Line,  Midland  Railway,  Derby. 

^Intending  exhibitors  at  the  Kennel  Club's  Show 
at  the  Crystal  Palace,  on  Oct.  16  to  18,  are  informed 
that  the  Midland  Railway  Company  have  arranged 
for  the  careful  and  expeditious  transit  of  exhibits 
to  the  show  from  all  parts  of  Scotland,  North  of 
Ireland,  and  the  Northern  and  Midlaiid  Comities 
of  England.  Special  arrangements  will  be  made 
for  the  return  of  the  traffic  at  the  close  of  the  show. 
Any  information  required  by  exliibitors  as  to 
arrangements  for  the  forward  or  return  journey, 
etc.,  may  be  had  on  application  to  Mr.  W.  P.  Snow, 
St.  Pancras  Station,  London,  Mr.  G.  Arnold, 
District  Superintendent,  St.  Pancras  Station, 
London,  or  Mr.  J.  Elliott,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Midland  Railway,  Derby. 


"  A  MONSTROUS  large  pike  taken  at  Loch  Alva 
by  Colonel  Thornton  measured  5ft.  4in.  ;  weight, 
481b.  At  Loch  Spey  a  pike  was  killed  that  weighed 
1461b." — Thornton's  Sporting  Tour. 


October  6,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


267 


pears 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


FAMOUS  OLD 

TROUT  BREEDING 

ESTABLISHMENT 

FOR  SALE  OR  HIRE. 

Fish  can  lie  acquired  and  everv  requisite  £or 
lucrative  business.  —  Apply,  "Wf.,"  2,  Hish 
Street,  Croydon. 


RHODES' 


7J 


"MIDGFOIL 

Will  Prevent  Bites  from  Midges, 
Mosquitos,  and  other  Insects. 

Harmless  to  the  Skin  and  Complexion. 
In  bottles,  1/-,  of  Chemists,  Stores,  &c.,  or 
1/3  post  free  from 

IS8,  RENFIELD  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR 
STOCKING. 

All  Sorts.   Lists  Free.    Book  Early. 

FORD,  CAISTOR. 


SPROUT'S  DUBBIN 


gRomj 

&TEN2 


n'ill    WATi^RPRdUF,    SdFTEN.  ii: 
PKESER\J':     WALKIXG.  FISHl.X 
8HO0TING.    an, I    lioLFIXi;  B(.iUTS, 
reuderiiig  tliem-  iniper\i,ais  lo  the  wet. 
preveutiuf,'  cold  ami  damp  feet 
Diploma  awai*ded,  Fislieries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
  Gold  Medal  Awards- 
Sample  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
post  2  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition,  1905. 
0£  aU  Bootmakers,  Stores.  &c.,  3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  per  box. 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 

ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

wiL  reach  American  anglers  by  advertisiuv  •• 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERiO 

lis  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon.  Trouc,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  angling"  waters.  The  othe 
departments  are :  Shooting.  Natural,  Histor' 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKL  V.    ILL  USTRA  TED 
fORBIGS  SUBSCRIPTIONS.  45  per  VBAh 

Sold  by  OAVIES  &  CO 

23.  Finch    tane    Oornh-O  loodo. 


ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
 New  York.  U.S.A. 

Anerlers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted"  advts.,  26  words  for  Is.,  prepaid. 
Addreii :  "Obiervep"Offlee.  Bouraemoutb. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways- 

OCTOBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WEST  coAsrr  Cmifiy  route 

  BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 

Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH  in 
GLASGOW      „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „ 
INVERNESS  in  13.^  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refresliment  Cars.      Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  witli  every  modern  convenience.  k   s    »  "uns 

T-  fO''  fi'fWier  infofiiiatioii  npply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Eustou  .Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledouian  Railway  G!a.sgow 

?^^Amfl«^.?,^r^^^;'^^''  <^<^'>?,^f  Manager.  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
T»   JIILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


9]  hrs 


Hi 


R. 


HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 

NOVEMBER  3rtl,   4th,   anU  5th. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.      FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS 

Prize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numerous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing-  Taekle. 

For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Geippeb,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  i3ay 


HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

1906=7  Price  List  of  Trout,   Water  Plants,   Fish  Food,  &c. 
 '^PP'y  MANAGER,  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


SAlLiE    BY  AUCTION 


High-class  Guns  and  Rifles,  comprising  Ham- 
merless  Ejectors  by  Boswell,  Greener,  Dickson 
and  Sou,  Needham,  Moore  &  Grey,  Watson,  and 
other  makers,  Big  Game,  Magazine  and  Repeat- 
ing Rifles,  Revolvers,  well-made  Fishing  Rods 
and  Tackle,  Bicycle^,  a  cellar  of  Vintage  Cham- 
pagnes, and  otiier  Wines,  comprising  1889  Azala, 
1889  Richemont,  1S92  Paul  Richter,  the  property 
of  a  nobleman,  Without  Reserve,  also  Cigars  and 
Cigarettes,  which  will  be  sold  by  Auction  by 
DEBENHAM,  STORR  &  iSONS,  Ltd.,  at  26, 
King  Street,  Covent  Garden.  W.C.,  on  Friday, 
October  12,  at  12  o'clock.  Catalogues  post  free 


You  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood,  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  EconomicaL 


LESSONS 

IN 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY 
DRESSING 

AND 

FLY  FISHING 

By  Professional  Fisherman. 

Terms,  &c.,  "  G.,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent 
Koad,  West  Green,  Tottenham. 


WANTED. 

i^anted  by  the  Makagkr  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 

Back  Numbers  of 
THE   FISHING  GAZETTE. 

All  issues  1877  and  1878,  and  Oct.  30  and  Def.  18, 
1880  ;  Feb.  19,  April  16,  and  July  23, 1881 ;  Dec.  22', 
1883 ;  Jan.  9  and  Dec.  25, 1886 ;  Jan.  12  and  June  29,' 
1889  ;  Mar.  1, 1890  ;  May  16, 1891 ;  and  July  2, 1892! 


Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

i  SPECIAL  NAILS 


£  I 

«a  I  Recommended  by  the 
^  j  EDITOR  of  the 

I  "FISHING  GAZETTE." 
hi  1^  


^  For  Fishing:  and  5 
Uj  Shooting:  Brogues  5 
5         and  Boots.  s) 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
LONDON,  S.E. 


WE5TLET 
RICI1/1KD5 


AND  CO.  Ltd., 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 

"ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST  SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY. 

CAROLINA  RICE" 

LARGEST   NATURAL  GRAIN. 

"PREPARED  BARLEY" 

SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 

We  guarantee  the  above  as  being  of  the  verv 
best  quality  procurable.  ^ 

Price  1/.  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 

-^J'-L^'  ^■'^^        Barley,  6d.  each  if 
ordered  with  Wheat.  •  -^ai-u,  11 

Address  :-yia.na.eev,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St..  Blaekfrlars.  London.  S.E. 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.LM.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


it 


Spinning  Rod 

for  Salmon  and  Pike. 
Greenheart. 

A  PERFECT  PIKE  ROD 


FOR  SALE. 

Two-handed    14-foot    Split  Cane 
(Steel  Centre) 

TROUT  FLY  ROD 

By.PABLOw,  purchased  July,  1906;  only 
used  twice.    Price  £4  4s. 

Webb,  48,  Castle  Street,  Liverpool. 


Two  Joints  only. 
.Splint-end  Lockfast  Joint. 
Cork-covered  stopper. 
Bindings  protected  by  wire. 
Rubber  Buttons. 

In  best  quality  Partition  Bag,  with 
improved  spring  clips. 

In  design  as  well  as  in  finish  this 
rod  is  superior  to  any  other  spinning 
od  we  have  seen. 

The  average  pike  rod  is  so  stiff 
that  it  is  more  Hke  a  derrick  than  a 
fishing  rod,  and  this  fault  prohibits 
the  use  of  fine  tackle. 

Wesdey  Richards'  "Salmox"  Spin- 
ning Rod  is  light  and  springy,  and  if 
the  rod  is  allowed  to  do  its  proper 
share  of  the  work  very  little  exertion 
is  required  to  obtain  a  long  and 
accurate  cast.  Although 
a  light  rod  it  possesses 
ample  power  to  keep 
a  fish  out  of  the 
weeds  or  from 
going  be- 
neath the 
boat. 


The  "  Salmox  "  is  a  far 
better  finished  rod  than 
has  hitherto  been  intro- 
duced. So  confident  are  we 
of  this  fact  that  we  are  wiUing  to 
send  one  for  comparison  on  approbation  on 
receipt  of  a  remittance  covering  its  value. 

Price,  with  revolving  butt  and  end  rings 
and  intervening  bridge  rings,  as  illustrated, 
30/- 
With  Agate  rings  throughout, 

£2  7s.  6d. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :— "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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^offings  bg  f]^c  i$^ag. 


It  is  with  unfeigned  regret  that  I  ha\'e  to 
announce  the  death  of  that  good  friend  to  anglers 
H.  J.  Tibbatts.  I  have  only  just  received  the 
sad  news  from  his  daughter  (Mrs.  Philii<=;  Haminett). 
He  had  been  aihng  for  some  time,  but  died  on 
Aug.  22  from  aneurism  of  the  heart.  On  Dec.  22, 
1894,  liis  portrait  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
imder  the  title  of  "Men  We  Meet,"  and  this  is  what 
I  said  about  him  : — 

*  *  *  * 

"H.  T.  Tibbatts  is  a  man  who  has  been  well 
kno.wn  for  many  years  past  in  the  angling  world. 
His  first  essays  in  the  gentle  art  were  in  the  Ser- 
pentine when  that  lake  was  free  to  the  general 
public.  In  maturer  years  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  'Good  Intent,'  and  gained  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  the  general  secretary  and  all  of  its 
members,  so  much  so  that  he  was  presented  at 
one  of  their  annual  dinners  with  an  emblazoned 
address.  He  was  also  .■secretary  of  the  West  Central 
Association,  which  was  held  at  the  Portland  Arms. 
Great  Quebec-street,  and  gave  up  this  position  only 
to  help  forward  the  cause  of  '  Amalgamation,'  he 
feeling  that  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  who  was  secreta.-y  of 
the  United  London  Anglers'  Central  Committee, 
was  entitled  to  have  the  premier  position.  He  is 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
chairman  of  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  the 
Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs,  and  treasurer 
of  the  United  Society  of  Anglers.  Mr.  Tibbat;s  is 
an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  Amalgamation, 
and  holds  very  strong  views  with  regard  to  it.  For 
sometime  past  he  has  been  the  proprieto'.-  of  the 
Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch.  where  he  is  always  plea-  ed 
to  see  his  friends  and  fight  the  'old  battles  o'er 
again.' " 


Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mb.  Fischer  presided  on  Wednesday  ex  ening 
over  a  full  meeting,  when  the  recent  International 
Tournament  at  Ballancourt  was  satisfactorily  dis- 
cussed. The  punt  outing  on  the  Thames  has  be"n 
postponed  till  Oct.  21.  Entries  close  on  the  17th 
inst.  Fishing  at  Twickenham,  on  Wedne  day.  Mis, 
and  Miss  Maud  Abrahams  and  Mrs.  Mayer  had 
between  them  130  dace  and  roach.  A  new  member 
was  elected. 


Fiat  Justitia,  Ruat  Ccelum. 
A  correspondent  sends  two  cuttings  from  the 
Carlisle  Journal,  the  first  is  dated  Sept.  15.    "  The 
Courts,  before  J.  Procter  Watson,   G.  Graham, 

E.  W.  Stead,  Esqrs.,  Major  Spencer  Ferguson,  and 
Captain  Cecil  Mounsey  Heysham.  Night  Poach- 
ing AT  Holm  Hill. — Archibald  Downie,  The  Fleet, 
Rigg-street,  and  William  Lowden,  Shield's-court, 
Water-street,  were  charged  with  being  on  land  at 
midnight  with  a  net  for  taking  game  and  rabbits  at 
Holm  Hill,  Dalston,  on  Sept.  9.  Mr.  G.  A.  Light- 
foot  appeared  for  the  prosesution.  Prisoners 
pleaded  guilty.  James  Renwick,  the  head  keeper, 
deposed  that  he  was  watching  the  Hawksdale 
Pasture  enclosed  warren  with  three  under  keepers, 
and  saw  the  prisoners  inside  the  enclosure.  They 
had  two  hundired  yards  of  net,  eighteen  pegs,  two 
bags,  and  a  live  rabbit  in  their  possersion.  Prironers 
were  taken  to  the  Dalston  Police  Station.  The 
warren  was  enclosed  with  a  wire  netting  six  feet 
high,  and  all  the  gates  were  locked.  Prisoners 
asked  no  questions,  and  were  sent  to  hard  labour 
for  three  months.  Lowden  had  been  convicted 
ten  times  before.  In  addition  to  the  sentence, 
prisoners  were  ordered  to  find  sureties  not  to  night 
poach  again  for  twelve  months,  or  go  to  prison  for 
another  six  months." 

*  *  *  * 

The  second  cutting  is  dated  Sept.  22.  Before 
the  same  bench,   with  the   substitution   of  Mr. 

F.  P.  Dixon  for  Mr.  J.  Procter  Watson.  "  Salmon 
Poaching  at  Bowness. — James  Bryson.  sen., 
fisherman,  Glasson,  was  charged  with  killing  a 
salmon  during  the  clo^e  time  otherwise  than  by  rod 
and  line  at  Bowness-on-Solway  on  Sept.  14.  James 
Bryson,  jun.,  and  Peter  John  Lightfoot,  fishermen, 
Glasson,  and  William  Harrison,  innkeeper.  Drum- 
burgh,  were  charged  with  aiding  and  abetting  James 
Bry.son,  sen,,  to  commit  the  offence.  Mr.  Errington 
appeared  for  the  prosecution  ;  Mr.  I.  H.  Mawson 
was  for  the  defendants,  who  pleaded  guilty.  Mr. 
Errington  said  that  a  201b.  salmon  and  seventy 
herling  were  being  carted  off  to  Carlisle  when  the 
bailiffs  made  this  capture.  Bailiff  White  deposed 
that  he  was  watching  the  Solway  near  Drumburgh 
On  the  evening  named,  and  saw  defendants  kill  two 
salmon  while  fishing  in  a  boat.  The  salmon  were 
killed  by  the  breaking  of  the  gills.  Next  morning 
another  watch  was  kept,  and  the  men  were  caught 
carting  the  fish  away  to  Carlisle.  Defendants  used 
a  net  140  yards  long,  and  nine  feet  deep.    In  answer 


to  Mr.  Mawson,  witness  said  the  net  was  an  ordinary 
sparling  net.  Defendants  took  tu  o  salmon,  but  put 
others  back.  Mr.  Errington  said  there  was  a  previous 
conviction  against  James  Bry.-:on,  sen.,  and  Light- 
foot.  He  asked  that  the  net  should  be  forfaited. 
Mr.  Mawson  said  the  season  had  been  one  of  the 
worst  on  record,  f  o  he  hoped  the  bench  would  be  as 
lenient  as  possible.  The  previous  conviction  was 
nine  years  ago.  Forfeiture  of  the  net  would  mean 
ruin  to  the  men.  The  deputy  clerk  (Mr.  Allan 
Hodgson)  said  that  forfeiture  of  the  net  followed  a 
conviction  and  did  not  rest  with  the  discretion  of 
the  bench.  The  bench  fined  James  Bryson,  sen., 
£1  and  costs,  but  dismis  ed  the  case  against  the  lad 
Bryson.  Lightfoot  and  Harrison  were  each  fined 
10s.  and  costs.  Mr.  Dixon  said  they  would  leave 
the  iiuestion  of  the  net  to  the  Fishery  Board." 
*  *  *  *  » 

One  live  rabbit ;  two  men  ;  eighteen  months'  hard 
labour.  One  Solway  salmon  ;  one  man  f  1  and 
costs  ;  one  lad  nothing ;  two  men  10s.  each  and 
costs  ;  forfeitme  of  net  not  determined.  So  you  see 
it  is  much  mo  .e 'profitable  to  poach  salmon  than 
rabbits  ! 


A  S^EA  Fishing  Festival  which  is  likely  to  create 
great  intere  t  is  the  "Folkestone  Fe?tival."  It  is 
fixed  for  Oct.  20,  21,  and  22  from  the  pier,  and 
Oct.  27,  28,  and  29  from  boats.  The  prizes  are  the 
"  Sassoon  "  Challenge  Cup,  kindly  presented  by  his 
Wor.ship  the  Mayor  and  Corporation,  gold,  silver, 
and  bronze  medals  of  the  Folkestone  S.A.A.,  bronze 
medals  presented  by  the  National  Council  of  Sea 
Anglers,  and  many  other  useful  and  valuable  prizes. 
Programmes  and  full  particulars  may  be  obtained 
from  the  hon.  sej.,  Mr.  Arthur  Cox,  Queen's  Hotel, 
Folkestone.  The  invitation  I  have  received  was 
headed : 

"  Come,  come,  come  and  catch  fish  with  me, 
Down  on  the  New  Folkestone  Pier." 


Roach  v.  Cockroach. 
When  I  was  young  and  had  more  sense, 
I  bought  a  rod  for  eighteen-pence  ; 
And  many  a  roach  I  used  to  slay 
In  a  good  old  river  down  Broxbourne  way. 
But  I've  given  up  fishing  the  "  poor  old  Lea," 
For  they  kill  all  the  fish  with  sewage,  yovi  see  ; 
And  sewage  is  a  bait  that  don't  suit  me. 
So  I  take  on  gin  instead. 

I've  caught  big  trout  and  caught  big  bream; 
I've  caught  big  microbes  in  ice-cream  ; 
But  catching  a  fever's  not  in  my  line, 
I'd  sooner  "  skate  "  in  the  Serpentine. 
If  angling's  healthy  and  makes  you  think 
That  sewage  water  is  fit  to  drink, 
I'd  rather  sit  on  the  scullery  sink 

And  catch  cockroach  with  bread. 

— G.  R. 


The  "office  boy"  surprised  me  by  coming  to 
"business"  half  an  hour  earlier  than  usual  on  the 
morning  of  Oct.  3.  He  had  often  spoken  of  the  "  boat 
express"  to  the  City,  and  patronised  it  regula^-ly, 
but  he  explained  thr.t  the  L.C.C.  had  "  knocked  the 
steamers  off,"  and  he  had  walked  it  instead  ! 
*  *  *  * 

This  reminds  me  that  one  Sunday  morning 
recently  I  had  an  appointment  at  the  Anglo-French 
Club,  when  the  hon.  sec.  asked  me  to  go  home  with 
him  to  luncheon.  I  told  him  they  would  be  expect- 
ing me  at  home,  and  he  proposed  to  send  a  wire. 
The  nearest  telegraph  office  was  a  mile  distant — same 
distance  to  my  own  domicile.  The  waiter  had  2s. 
for  a  cab.  Is.  for  the  wire,  and  something  for  him- 
self. In  less  than  half  an  hour  he  had  returned,  and 
on  being  asked  if  it  was  all  right,  he  answered  in 
Anglo-French,  "  Yes,  sair.  I  take  it  to  the  house 
myself;  it  go  quicker." 


The  fish  of  the  various  kinds  that  frequent  these 
rivers,  says  Mr.  J.  Wright,  of  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
are  late  in  coming  this  season.  The  visiting  anglers 
have  been  taking  a  few ;  two,  out  with  Jubal 
Hawkes  last  Wednesday  (Sept.  26),  had  about  121b. 
of  fish,  various  ;  and  others  out  same  day  had  a  few. 


The  Whisky  War. 
More  than  one  pot-still  distiller  has  fully  recog- 
nised the  high  qualities  and  valuable  properties  of 
good  patent-still  whisky.  But  others  wish  to  appro- 
priate "  whisky ' '  to  one  class  of  spirit,  and  that  class 
of  which  the  smallest  proportion  is  used  by  the 
public. — London  Opinion. 


Professor  Marquis  Bibbebo,  so  well  known  to 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  is  retiring  on  his  well- 
won  laurels  as  the  oldest  and  best  known  swimmer 


and  trainer  in  the  world.  He  is  eighty-three  years 
of  age,  and  is  training  his  great  grandson,  J.  C. 
Bibbero  (who  is  eighteen  years  of  age),  for  what  is 
hoped  to  be  a  successful  swim  across  the  Cliannel  in 
1907.  The  "Professor"  is  a  good  boy,  and  I  wish 
him  continued  good  health  for  many  years  to  come. 


A  Fine  Perch. 
Dr.  Whittingham,  of  Stratford,  was  fishing  the 
Waveney,  on  Sept.  29,  and  stayed  at  "  River 
View,"  Northgato-street,  Beccles.  The  proprietor, 
Mr.  W.  Harmer,  knows  where  to  pilot  his  \isitors 
to  some  good  "  swims,"  but  whether  Dr.  Whitting- 
ham "  found  "  the  swim  or  was  "  piloted,"  he 
captvu-ed  a  fine  perch  of  31b.  4oz. 


A  Correction. 
O  UR  Manchester  correspondent  last  week  reported 
that  '■  Capt.  Rammell,  a  Manchester  rod,  has  had  a 
fine  pike  from  Lough  Conn.  Last  year,  from  the 
same  water,  he  had  three,  211b.,  291b.,  and  32Jlb., 
all  taken  with  Hardy  Bros,  spoons."  Mr.  W.  B. 
Redfern,  of  Cheshire,  says: — "It  was  I,  and  not 
Capt.  Ramwell,  who  caught  the  pike  last  year  in 
Lough  Conn  weighing  291b.  and  32 Jib.,  and  I  may 
also  state  that  the  32Jlb.  fish  was  not  taken  on  one 
of  Hardy  Brothers'  spoons." 


Some  folks  spell  correctly,  and  write  grammatic- 
ally, but  when  they  write  to  you  "up  the  sides 
and  down  the  middle,"  on  both"  sides  of  the  paper 
(three  if  they  could  find  Tliem),  and  vouch  for  the 
story  being  perfectly  accurate  and  reliable,  you 
never  get  at  the  "  truth,"  because  you  cannot  read 
it.  Some  write  splendidly,  use  plenty  of  flourishes, 
punctuate  at  their  own  sweet  will,  but  the  spelling ! 
No  matter  ;  the  printer's  reader  can  put  that  right. 
True  it  is  that  twenty  or  thirty  "sides"  of  copy, 
properly  type-written,  may  be  more  easily  grasped, 
but  when  you  receive  a  specimen  such  as  the  follow- 
ing, taken  from  the  Pelican,  it  decides  you  in  favour 
of  manuscript. 

***** 
My  oLd  typewrixter  !    y  earrs  have  gon, 

But  you  ar  justt  thE  same;e 
No  bad  effect  has  TiMe  XXX  upon 
Alignment 

key  or  xxx  frame. 
Why,  i  reMeMber  year  rs  ago 

Wlien  i,  new  in  the  gaMe 
Would  maK  mistakes  ((no  longer  so(( 

&  let  youxx  taK  the  blaMeJ 
But  you  weretrue  &  didnot  k  ick 

And  neverdoso  now, 
&  that  is  Why  i  fain  muST  stick 

Th  se  laurels  on  yourrr  brow$ 
My  old  typewrixter!    Don't  get  ill! 

We  yet  may  maK  thing  shufn, — 
If  girl  type-writers  donoot  fill 

?Thy  joints  wit  h  oflftce  gum. 


A  CORRESPONDENT,  writing  from  Ramsgate,  tells 
me  that  rockworms  may  be  obtained  from  W.  C. 
Templar,  39,  York-street,  Ramsgate.  This  informa- 
tion will  be  useful  not  only  to  anglers  during  the 
present  three  days'  festival  (Oct,  6,  7,  and  8),  but 
for  future  reference. 


The  Exhibition  of  all  the  latest  and  up-to-date 
sea  rods,  tackle,  &c.,  which  was  fully  noticed  in  last 
week's  issue,  came  to  a  close  on  Wednesday  evening. 
The  "Show"  has  been  a  pronounced  sviccess — sea- 
anglers  journeying  from  all  parts  of  England,  Ire- 
land, Scotland,  and  Wales  (and  other  well-known 
places),  to  "handle,  compare,  criticise,  purchase, 
order,  and  otherw  ise,"  and  help  to  swell  the  multi- 
tude which  has  daily  thronged  the  Old  Hall  at 
Clifford's  Inn. 

•  «  »  * 

Had  I  time  and  space  there  are  several  little 
"  novelties  "  which  I  should  like  to  notice,  but  will 
do  so  later  on.    I  am  sorry  that  the  illustration  of 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.'s  Stand 
was  not  quite  ready  for  insertion  last  week,  but 
although  the  whole  of  the  stands  were  really 
elegantly  and  smartly  "set  up,"  the  view  of  the 
central  stand,  which  appears  on  p.  260,  will  give  an 
idea  of  the  care  and  skill  required  to  show  at  a 
glance  the  thousand  and  one  articles  in  ute  by  the 
Kea  angler. 

*  »  *  • 

On  Tuesday  evening,  after  the  stalls  had  been 
"  curtained,"  there  was  a  nice  little  supper-party  at 
Mr.  Taylor's  restaurant,  Fleet-street,  where,  during 
the  exhibition,  so  many  visitors  have  found  a 
"  home  from  home  "  ;  and  the  hope  was  expressed 
that  another  "show"  should  take  place  as  early  as 
possible.  Dr.\gnet. 
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Pfoviftcial  flfigling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  money  prizes  won  in  the  late  association 
contest  at  Oundle  were  distributed  on  the  evening 
of  Sept.  28,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bu-mingham 
Hotel,  Smithfield.    The  large  assembly  room  was 
crowded  to  excess,  with  the  prize-winners,  which'num- 
bered  100,  and  the  members  of  the  association. '  The 
chief  prize-winner,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  the  Garrison  Lane 
Club,  came  in  for  an  ovation  upon  his  name  being 
called.     He   was    presented   with    a  handsome 
diploma  and  £8.     His  club    also    is  presented 
with  a  diploma,   and  will    be  held  responsible 
for  the  safe  holding  of  the  challenge  cup  for  the 
ensuing  twelve  months ;  the  cup  will  be  on  view  at 
the  Royal  George  Inn,  Garrison-lane.    The  com- 
mittee of  the  Birmingham  Association  have  fished 
their  annual  contest  at  the  Ketch  on  the  Severn, 
near  to  Worcester,  £10  was  granted  for  prizes. 
Mr.  T.  Kingham  seemed  the  first  prize.    A  large 
number  of  our  clubs  are  bringing  their  bye  contests 
to  a  close.  A  good  lew  of  these  contests  are  yet  to  be 
fished,  and  tlie  present  month  will  see  the  end  of 
them.    The  Avon  in  the  Pershore  district  was 
visited  by  a  large  number  of  anglers,  but  sport 
was  rather  tame,  still  the  contests  were  brought 
to  a  successful  issue.    Contests  have  been  fished  on 
the  Severn  at  Highley  and  down  the  river  at 
Kemsey.    At  the  latter  place  the  catches  have  been 
good,  and  at  Upton,  out  of  sixty -five  contestants  in 
a  contest  sixty-one  weighed  in  fish  of  the  Associa- 
tion standard.     Some  of  our  smaller  rivers  have 
been  successfully  fished,  and  sport  has  been  good. 
Carlswood  reservoir  has  yielded  some  fair  sized 
pike,  and  the  subscribers  have  been  doing  well. 
Good  catches  have  again  been  had  at  Drayton 
Manor  pools  near  Tamworth.    The  charge  to  fish 
this  water  is  now  23.  per  day.    Trout  have  begun 
their  spawning,  and  by  the  end  of  the  present 
month    they  will    have    got   through    with  it. 
Towards  the  end  of  last  week  we  had  some  very 
sharp  frosts  during  the  night,  but  since  then  it  has 
been  warmer,  and  on  Monday  evening  last  it  com- 
menced to  rain,  and  we  have  had  a  good  steady 
downfall. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  much-needed  rain  has  come  at  last,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantity.  The  angling  competition  at 
Kirkstead  on  Oct.  1  for  the  Haig  and  Haig  Chal- 
lenge Cup  was  a  very  successful  affair.  This  event 
was  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association 
nine  years  ago,  and  it  is  annually  competed  for  by 
teams  of  four  bond  fide  members  of  the  various 
clubs  belonging  to  the  association,  or  otherwise  by 
four  honorary  members.  In  addition  to  the  cup, 
which  is  of  the  value  of  40  guineas,  the  association 
added  to  the  entrance  money  £20  for  the  best 
individual  catches,  and  also  20s.  each  to  the 
winners  of  the  cup,  10s.  each  for  the  members  of 
the  second  team,  and  5s.  each  for  the  third  team. 
The  fishing  ground  was  staked  out  on  the  Witham 
between  Kirkstead  and  Tattershall  Bridge,  and 
operations  were  limited  to  two  hours  and  a  half. 
The  winner  of  the  first  individual  prize  was  W 
White,  of  Sheffield,  with  81b.  ll|oz.  of  roach; 
S.  Warburton,  of  Attercliffe,  second,  with  81b.  3oz. ; 
H.  Biggs,  of  Atterclifie,  third,  with  61b.  7oz.  The 
winner  of  the  team  competitors  hailed  from  the 
Three  Horse  Shoes  Club,  in  Norfolk-street,  Sheffield, 
and  in  addition  to  carrying  off  the  cup,  each 
member  was  presented  with  a  gold  medal.  The 
Montague  Arms  Club,  Mexborough,  was  second  in 
order,  and  an  Atterchffe  club  third.  The  total 
weight  of  the  winning  team  was  151b.  3oz. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  in  the  lower  portion  is  now  fur- 
nishing splendid  sport,  both  to  maggot  and  paste, 
the  best  fish  being  as  usual  taken  by  the  latter, 
several  of  the  fish  caught  during  the  week  scaling 
from  1  lb.  to  lilb.  each,  but  chiefly  taken  between 
Wawne  and  Dunswell.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  fish  at 
present  are  nmning  very  small,  a  quantity 
caught  having  to  be  returned,  but  in  pike 
fishing,  owing  to  the  recent  rains,  matters  have 
improved  greatly,  and  several  nice  fish  have  been 
secured  by  Hve-baiting,  and  especially  in  the  top 
ponds  above  Sodhouse  Lock;  and  I  also  hear  of 
a  match  having  been  fished  near  to  Broomfleet,  and 
some  very  fair  takes  of  roach  and  bream 
bemg  taken.  On  Sept.  29  the  Stoneferry  Anghng 
Association  fished  a  match  on  the  River  Hull 
at  Cicey,  and  taking  into  consideration  that  the 
competition  only  lasted  two  hours,  sport  was  fairly 
good.  Mr.  Fred  Maxon  came  in  a  good  first,  Messrs 


J.  Clark  and  H.  Hale  coming  in  second  and  third. 
On  Sept.  23,  the  Portland  Arms  Club  fished  a  match 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport.  Messrs. 
J.?  Moody,  F.  Woollock  and  A.  White  taking  the 
first  three  prizes. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Brown  trout  fishing  went  out  very  quietly 
throughout  this  district  on  Monday  last.  The  last 
month — usually  very  good — was  very  slack,  owing 
to  the  long-continued  drought,  of  which  we  have  had 
about  a  six  weeks'  spell,  which  held  the  streams  very 
low  and  clear  for  that  time.  On  the  whole  the 
season  has  not  been  a  good  one,  due  more  to 
adverse  climatic  conditions  than  to  any  shortage 
of  fish.  The  spring  was  a  long,  cold,  and  bleak 
one.  The  evening  fishing,  before  the  summer 
nights  proper  came  on,  was  but  of  a  moderate 
character,  and  the  streams  never  really  got 
low  enough  for  the  night-fishing  to  be  good. 
The  bottom  angler  has  not  had  much  chance — 
floods  have  been  very  few  and  far  between,  and 
there  was  a  provoking  tendency  that  when  one  did 
occur  it  was  usually  at  its  best  height  during  the 
night.  Some  big  trout,  however,  have  been  killed, 
especially  on  the  Kent,  which  has  afforded  the  cap- 
ture of  a  few  fish  that  have  weighed  upwards  of 
21b.  apiece,  while  pounders  were  frequently  met  with. 
The  sea- trout  night  fishing  is  good.  On  Sept.  27 
Mr.  G.  Bland  had  eight  on  the  Waste  (Kent). 
On  Sept.  28,  on  the  same  stream,  fishing  the  Lower 
Levens  water,  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee  killed  sixteen,  followed 
up  by  eight  the  following  night.  The  night  before 
Mr.  J.  Dawson  had  fourteen,  while  in  the  Levens 
Park  water.  Dr.  Leeming  took  ten,  and  Mr.  F.  B. 
Pollitt  a  dozen. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  trout-fishing  season  closed  last  Simday, 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  several  fine  fish  were  taken 
on  that  day  in  good  condition.  The  autumn  fishing  on 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Ribble  has  been  disappoint- 
ing and  far  below  the  average.  The  Lune  has  not 
fished  well  lately,  in  fact  far  below  any  part  of  the 
season.  Worsley  will  be  a  busy  village  to-day, 
Saturday,  with  an  open  match  for  the  Stocking 
Fund.  Contests  have  been  decided  by  the  Open- 
shaw  Star,  Openshaw  Bradford  and  Clayton,  Good 
Intent,  Gorton,  Dixon  Green,  Ashbury,  and  other 
societies. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  no  scarcity  of  club  news  in  this  city; 
the  present  autumn  having  so  far  been  fine,  has 
encouraged  anglers  to  turn  out  in  large  numbers. 
Last  Monday  was  the  prize  distribution  and 
social  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials.  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Harkness  performed  the  ceremony  in  her  inimit- 
able style.  Successful  contests  have  just  been 
fished  by  the  Lower  Broughton,  Tankard,  Devon- 
shire, and  Cornbrook  Angling  Societies,  and  the 
Ardwick  will  visit  Chester  to-morrow,  and  the  Moss 
Side  High  Lane  on  the  same  day.  The  first  meeting 
of  the  "  new  club  "  will  be  held  on  an  early  date. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  at  last  fallen  heavily,  and  the  Trent,  at 
the  period  of  writing,  was  rising  rapidly,  though 
little  colour  was  associated  with  the  change.  Still, 
we  are  bound  to  have  some.  At  Shardlow  on 
Sept.  29,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society,  killed,  with  greaves,  twelve  very  fine  chub, 
the  two  best  scaling  a  trifle  over  71b.  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  has  also,  on  the  same  waters,  secured  with 
the  same  class  of  bait  several  exceeding  31b.  each, 
besides  barbel  (worm)  and  roach  (creed  wheat). 
Other  subscribers  to  the  fishery  have  excelled 
amongst  roach,  especially  below  the  bridge.  Mr. 
Wildgoose,  lessee  of  the  King's  Mills  waters,  has,  I 
hear,  been  busy  amongst  chub,  and  sport,  as  regards 
the  "loggerheads,"  has  improved  in  the  Kelham 
and  Averham  districts.  Your  correspondent  and 
Mr.  F.  Gamble,  of  the  City  Piscatorials,  have  had  an 
exceptional  catch  of  barbe),  chub,  and  dace;  and  at 
Swineshead,  in  two  days,  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter,  of  the 
same  society,  has  bagged  over  601b.  of  roach  with 
wheat.  Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  again  been  most  suc- 
cessful amongst  bream  in  Hickling  basin,  on  the 
Grantham  Canal,  on  which,  nearer  Cotgrave,  privi- 
leged rods  have  taken  several  pike  going  over  51b. 
each.  To-day  (Satm-day)  the  season  as  to  summer 
and  early  autumn  competitions  of  the  local  societies 
ends,  and  secretaries  would  do  well,  for  future 
railway  travelling  privileges,  to  communicate  with 
Mr.  H.  Coxon,  Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  near 
our  dear  old  city. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  been  favoured  with  about  thirty-six 
hours'  rain,  very  refreshing  and  beneficial  to  vegeta- 
tion, but  not  enough  to  affect  the   rivers  and 


streams.  Not  many  rods  have  been  out,  and  the  few 
that  ashed  the  Teme  did  fairly  well  among  the 
dace  and   grayling.     Messrs.    Hughes,  Tomkins, 
Jones,  Wa'ker  and  Williams  had  each  good  catches, 
the  latter  five  brace  of  each  with  the  fly.    Sport  in 
the  Severn  has  been  chiefly  with  the  roach  and  pike, 
but  a  few  very  fine ;  chub  up  to  51b.  have  been 
taken,  some  of  'them  being  set  up  as  specimen 
fish.    Mr.  E.  D.  Davies  had  a  heavy  catch  of  roach 
and  chub  at  Upton-on-Severn,  Mr.  A.  Shrimpton  a 
good  catch  of  fish  at  Camp,  which  included  two 
pikk.    Mr.  E.  Skyrone  caught  a  fine  pike  clo-e  to 
the  city  bathing  barges,  and  in  the  Ketch  and 
Kempsey  districts  some  fine  dishes  of  one  to  two 
dozen  flounders  have  been  taken  of  good  size. 
On  Sept.  30  many  hundreds  of  anglers  came  into 
the  city,  chiefly  from  Birmingham,  three  or  four 
competitions  taking  place.    On  the  Ketch  portion 
of  the  river  sport  very  poor,  only  in  one  instance 
did  the  winner's  catch  reach  1  lb.,  a  ten  guinea 
cup    being  won  with  1  lb.    7Joz.  ;    and   on  the 
Avon  sport  was  still  worse  in  one  competition, 
3oz.    taking  first    prize,   and    that    at  DefTord, 
strange  to  say,  very  few  small  bream  have  been 
taken  this  year  in  the  river,  which  generally  gives 
the  greatest  sport.    The  Worcester  Working  Men's 
Club  had  a  bye  contest  at  Twymy  Fleet  on  Sept.  30. 
Sport  rather  slow,  Mr.  F.  Lane  took  first  prize  ;  2nd, 
W.  Bateman;   3rd,  A.  Hodges;   4th,  Geo.  Rad- 
cliffe;  5th,  W.  Hill;  6th,  J.  Avery,  Mr.  Bateman 
taking  special  prize  for  heaviest  fish.    The  Izaac 
Walton  Club  had  their  last  competition  in  their 
club  water,   in  the  Teme  at  Horsham.     It  was 
very  successful  and  enjoyable,  and  a  nice  lot  of 
grayling,  dace,  and  chub  were  creeled,  Mr.  C.  Denley 
winning  first  prize.  The  Jolly  Gardeners'  Club,  Eve- 
sham, had  a  very  successful  contest  in  th  >  Avon  at 
Offenham  ;  as  a  contrast  with  most  competitions 
every  competitor  caught  fish,  and  over  a  himdred 
were  weighed  in.    The  prizes  were  distributed  at  a 
smoking  concert,  which  was  largely  attended.  The 
winners  being :  1st,  J.  Heritage,  who  also  took  a 
special  prize  for  largest  fish  ;  2nd,  F.  Abbott  ;  3rd, 
J.  Welch  ;  4th,  G.  Heritage  ;  5th,  L.  Sprosson ;  6th, 

G.  Bearcroft ;  7th,  G.  Harcourt ;  8th,  H.  Taylor ; 
9th,  J.  Burton.  Mr.  Handel  Wheatley  was  in 
the  chair  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.    In  this  river  at  Defford  on  Sept.  30,  Mr. 

H.  Tyler  and  H.  Wood  had  a  good  time  among 
the  pike,  and  each  caught  large  perch  up  to 
21b.  weight.  Messrs.  Riley  and  Ward,  fishing  private 
water,  caught  thirteen  pike,  none  over  61b.,  but  in 
fine  condition. 


FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  very  poor  catch,  thanks  to  the  low  and  clear 
water,  rewarded  the  patience  of  the  twenty-nine 
members  of  the  Bishopthorpe  A.  S.  on  the  occasion 
of  the  annual  match  in  the  Ouse  on  Sept.  29. 
The  weigh-in  showed  a  preponderance  of  gudgeon  and 
"  tommies,"  but  some  really  nice  fish  were  presented, 
and  only  three  Waltonians  were  unrepresented 
at  the  scales.  R.  A.  Homer  occupied  the  best 
position,  having  1  lb.  IJoz.  of  fish,  J.  Hudson  was 
second,  and  F.  Akers,  fourth,  had  the  smallest  fish  ; 
J.  Fowler  was  third.  Clifton  A.  A.  fished  their  final 
match  of  the  season  at  Newton-on-Ouse,  on  Oct.  1, 
the  competitors  numbering  eighteen.  Grand  weather 
prevailed,  but  the  condition  of  the  water  was  such 
that  the  small  fry  out-numbered  the  nicer  fish,  which 
did  not  include  roach.  A  good  sample  of  chub  wtis 
caught  by  R.  Lacy  (fourth,  31b.  lOoz.).  D.  Lang- 
staffe  maintained  his  reputation  as  a  successful 
angler  by  weighing  in  51b.  IJoz.,  having  an  ex- 
cellent variety.  W.  Henderson,  another  good  hand 
at  fishing,  was  second,  41b.  12|oz. ;  E.  W.  Jones, 
third,  31b.  12oz.  ;  F.  Styan,  21b.  8oz. ;  R.  Simpson, 
ditto;  E.  Cooper,  21b.  loz.  R.  Lacey's  chub 
won  the  special  prize  for  the  six|  best  fish.  The 
principal  weights  for  the  season  were :  D.  Lang- 
staffe,  191b.  4^oz. ;  W.  Henderson,  131b.  12oz.  ;  E. 
Edis,  121b.  9|oz.  ;  E.  Cooper,  121b.  7ioz.  ;  E.  W. 
Jones,  101b.  6^oz.  ;  S.  W.  Usher,  101b.  l^oz. ;  R. 
Gowthorpe,  81b.  The  total  weight  of  fish  caught 
during  the  season  was  1461b.  lOoz.,  against  2281b. 
4^oz.  last  year.  Elvington  was  the  locale  of  the 
closing  match  of  the  Layerthorpe  A.S.  The  catch 
was  moderate,  W.  Webb  having  the  most  as  regards 
weight;  H.  Bolton  being  second,  and  D.  Wilson 
third. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Things  have  been  generally  dull  since  last  notes 
on  all  the  lakes  and  rivers.  On  Sept.  30  and  Oct.  1 
some  rain  fell,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
affect  the  waters.  More  is  expected,  however,  at 
time  of  writing.  Sea  angling  has  been  in  full  swing 
at  all  the  principal  stations,  and  good  sport  has 
been  the  rule  everywhere.  A  new  hatchery  is  to  be 
erected  at  Waterville  shortly,  the  old  one  near  the 
southern  shore  of  Lough  Currane  having  been  con- 
demned, the  water  of  the  spring  that  supplied  it 
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RIVERS  EXE  AND  BARLE 

Opened  March  1st.    Five  miles  private 
Trout  Fishing  specially  reserved  by  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  FREE  for  visitors 
staying  at  the 

CARNARVON  ARMS  HOTEL 

DULVERTON  STATION. 

Bracing  air,  delightful  country.  Flies, 
TaoMe  and  Waders. 

MAELOG  LAKE  MOTEL, 

Rhosneigr,  Anglesey. 

Ideal  place  for  a  Sporting  Holiday ;  capital 
Trout  Fishing  in  Lakes  and  Streams  ;  Coai'se 
and  Sea  Fishing ;  fine  firm  Sands  for  Bathing ; 
Rabbit  Shooting  ;  3,000  acres  of  Game  and  Wild- 
Fowl  Shooting  in  season ;  Golf  Links  surround 
Hotel  and  adjoin  Lake  and  Sea  Coast ;  mild, 
bracing  climate.  Moderate  inclusive  terms 
from  meeting  guests  at  Ty-Croes,  L.N.  VV.  main 
line  to  Holyhead,  to  return. 

Proprietor— T.  J.  COTTRBILL. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Tluee  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  PROPRIETOR. 

DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL. 

Under  New  Manasbment. 

In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Sean,  Durness, 
Kyle.  Sea-pools,  River  Dionard.  Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal  Trout.  Numerous  Locha 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch  (of  the  land-locked  lovely 
Silvei'y  Trout).  Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  Caii.  Route :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

J.  K.  MORRISON,  Lessee. 


NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINOFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Managebess, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
R.  TuBNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston,  1906.  General  Manager. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  Crolly  River,  and 
Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, &o.  New  light  railway,  2J  miles 
from  Dungloe.  —  Terms,  hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S, 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Drmgloe,  co.  Donegal, 


Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Lougrhanure 
Fishery. 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


PIKE.   ROACH,   PERCH.  &.C. 


COOP  ■  ■ 

FREE  ■ . 
FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Bails,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry.  Hunta. 


A  Sportsman's  Dream 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Excellent  Mixed  Shooting  over 
moderate  area.  Fine  House.  7  Bed 
and  Dressing  Rooms,  Studio,  Billiard 
Room,  Library,  Dining  and  Drawing 
Rooms,  &c.,  &c.  Redecorated  through- 
out. Well -planned  Gardens  and  Lawns. 
In  healthiest  part  of  Scottish  High- 
lands. Not  far  from  an  important 
town  on  the  Highland  Railway. 
Price  £4,000.  Would  be  let  furnished 
at  X'oOO  a  year. — Apply  for  further 
particulars  to  Messrs.  Philip  and 
George  Geen,  Estate  Agents  and 
Surveyors,  57,  Waterloo  Road,  London. 


Coarse  Fish  for  Stocking 
Purposes, 

Good,  strong,  healthy  Pish,  chiefly  Roach 
and  Bream,  from  Lincolnshire  waters, 
FOR  SALE. 


DENNIS,  59,  King's  R(l.,Kingston-on-Thames 


REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    v?ork    and    regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


FISH'  cut  TURIS  T, 

A  MAN  capable  of  conducting  corres- 
pondence and  the  general  work  of  an 
old-established  Trout  Farm.  —  Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired, to  J.  D.  E.,  22,  Vineyard  Hill, 
Wimbledon. 


L.  &  H.  W.  Ri 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
E.xpress  ;Steamer3  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Berg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrusli,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  East  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  tay  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist  Programmes  Issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


Anglers  wlahinsr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  FiBhing:  the  0am,  Ouse,  &o., 

BHOULD  ADVEETISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge. 


RE-APPEARANCE  of  Mme.  CLARA  BUTT. 

Royal  Albert  Hall. 

Saturday,  Oct.  13,  1906,  at  2.45  p.m. 


Madame  CLARA  BUTT 

AND 

Mr.  KENNERLEY  RUMFORD 

WILL  GIVE  THKIR  ANNUAL 

GRAND  CONCERT 

Assisted  by  Miss  EDITH  EVANS. 
Solo  \  iolonoello— Mens.  HOLLMAN. 

THE  LONDON  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA 

Conductor-Dr.  FREDERIC  COWEN. 

At  the  Piano— Mr.  S.  LIDDLE. 
Organ-Mr.  ARTHUR  E.  GODFREY. 

Boxes,  £4  4s.,  £3  3s.,  and  £1  ll.v.  fW.  ;  Amphi- 
theatre Stalls,  10/(5 ;  Arena  Stalls,  7/6  ;  Balcony 
Stalls,  5/- ;  Balcony  (unreserved),  3/-  ;  Orchestra, 
2/6  ;  Admission  (at  doors  only),  1/-. 

Tickets  to  be  obtained  at  Box  Office,  Royal 
Albert  Hall  ;  Cbappell's  Box  Office,  Queen's 
Hall,  arrd  5U,  New  Bond  Street ;  and  of  IBBS  & 
TiLLETT,  19,  Hanover  Square,  W. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


OERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

VORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
•  District  Snperintendent,  or  to  .1.  ELLIOTT, 
Sul)erintcudent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Tioket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 

W.  QUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


Save  the  "  F.C'Number  by  Number,  until 
the  Volume  is  complete,  by  using 

THE  "FISHING  GAZETTE" 
MECHANICAL  BINDER, 

Price  3/9  netl. 

This  Mechanical  Binder  is  well  and  strongly 
made  in  cloth  gilt,  with  Mechanism  complete. 

THIS  u.sefnl  invention  enables  subscribers  to 
bind  np,  number  liy  number.  The  1''ishino 
Gazette  as  they  are  pulilished,  and  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Volume  can  lie  tiken  off  and  sent 
to  the  Bookbinder — leaving  the  Mechanical 
Binder  free  for  tlie  next  volume.  Wliether  con- 
taining one  number  or  a  complete  volume  it  has 
the  appearance  of,  and  handles  the  same  as,  an 
ordinarily  bound  liook.  It  is  the  only  method 
by  which  The  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  instantly 
bomid  with  the  san)e  facility  as  a  single  leaf, 
and  there  are  no  wires  or  elastic  strings  to  get 
out  of  order.    . 

LONDON:  "FISHING  GAZETTE"  OFFICE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

XTbe  Jfisbina  (Basette, 

BSTABLISHBD  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Ad<lres3  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  flshlner  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVBRTISB  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate, 
Addreu:  King  Street,  Alfretont 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  JHractor, 

7,  Waterloo  Place.  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  agains 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  CASUALTY  INSORANOE  COMPANT,  LTD 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respeot  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  GO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPEOIAL  NOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Mouths  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANOB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


THE 

Indian  Spornng  times* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIKCULATBS  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News, 
f  ORMS  A  UNIQUK  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  .SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d. ;  post  free,  7rf. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  OS  INDIA  Press, 
Bombay. 
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being  found  unsuitable  in  temperature.  The  new 
liatchery  is  to  be  built  on  or  near  the  bank  of  the 
Finglass  river,  near  Waterville,  and  it  will  be  on  a 
much  larger  scale  than  the  old  one  now  abandoned. 

North  of  Ireland. 
A  little  rain  fell  this  week,  but  not  enough  to 
benefit  the  rivers  which  are  in  a  very  wretched  state. 
TheBann  closed  on  Sept.  30,  and  the  majority  of  its 
tributaries  ;  the  Mourne,  and  its  tributaries ;  the  Roe, 
Faughan,  and  their  tributaries  will  close  on 
Oct.  10.  All  are  low  and  unfishable  at  present. 
A  verj'  large  sun-fish  was  taken  last  week  off  Port- 
stewart,  co.  Antrim,  by  a  trawler.  The  fish,  which 
was  sent  to  Messrs.  Sawyers,  Belfast,  weighed  9cwt. 
This  fish  is  seldom  taken  off  the  North  of  Ireland 
coasts.  At  Strabane  Petty  Sessions  (co.  Tyrone) 
last  week.  Captain  Gosselin,  R.M.,  presiding,  the 
Londonderry  Board  of  Conservators  prosecuted 
several  farmers  for  allowing  flaxwater  into  tributaries 
of  the  Moume.  Five  defendants  were  fined  3s.  and 
costs.  Such  fines  are  simply  an  encouragement  to 
polluting  the  rivers. 


letters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expi-essed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


A  COMPLAINT  FROM  THE  EDEN. 

Dear  Sir, — You  have  so  kindly  drawn  attention 
through  your  columns  to  things  connected  with 
the  Eden  at  various  times,  might  I  again  ask  you 
to  call  attention  to  the  discharge  into  the  Caldew — • 
presumably  from  the  gasworks — of  a  liquid  re- 
sembling creosote.  On  Sept.  22  the  entire  surface 
of  the  water  from  side  to  side,  and  as  far  as  you 
could  see  either  up  or  down  from  the  Caldew  Bridge, 
Irishgatebrow,  was  green,  yellow,  blue,  and  purple. 
This  has  often  been  so  lately.  The  stuff  is  carried 
thence  direct  into  the  Eden  at  Caldewfoot,  and  flows 
through  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  Socage  water 
and  onward  to  the  sea. 

Step  into  any  eel-bed  and  the  stuff  rises  thickly 
to  the  top  of  the  water.  This  has  been  so  for  the 
last  three  months.  The  Caldew,  at  the  point 
named  to  its  foot,  is  a  most  favoured  spawning 
ground  for  salmon,  judging  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  use  it. 

Surely,  then,  as  our  gas  manager  is  an  angler, 
and  I  am  told  he  has  been  seen  with  reference  to  the 
matter,  he  can  do  something.  Such  stuff  is  bound 
to  kill  fish  ;  no  fish  could  be  expected  to  exist  in  it. 
This,  then,  will  hold  back  the  salmon  migration  ; 
and,  as  this  has  turned  out  to  be  the  worst  season 
on  record  for  sea-trout  and  whiting,  this  may  have 
been  a  factor  in  the  cause. 

What  are  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  Conservators 
doing  ?  They  charge  a  guinea  for  the  right  to 
fish  with  the  rod.  Why  are  their  watchers  not 
keen  on  all  points  ?  They  must  know  about  the 
condition  of  the  River  Caldew.  Fiu'thermore,  this 
is  boimd  to  jeopardise  the  interests  of  the  higher 
fishery  rights.  It  is  little  use  praying  for  the  new 
sewage  scheme  being  brought  on  fast  if  the  river 
further  up  is  to  become  the  receptacle  for  gasworks' 
effluents  of  an  objectionable  nature,  nor  is  it  right, 
I  say  right,  to  blame  the  gulls  for  the  falHng-off 
of  salmon.  I  venture  to  submit  a  gallon  of  creosote, 
used  as  thickly  as  I  saw  it  in  Caldew  on  Sept.  22, 
will  do  more  harm  than  a  million  gulls. — Yours 
truly,  RoBT.  Baxter. 

[Gras  refuse  is  the  worst  of  poisons  for  fish. — Ed.] 


POACHING  IN  WALES. 
Dear  Sm, — I  have  just  read  a  letter  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  29  tmder  the  above  heading, 
and  also  your  own  editorial  remarks  on  the  subject. 
A  great  many  people  come  to  Wales,  expect  to  get 
excellent  fishing  at  Uttle  or  no  cost,  beyond  their 
board  and  lodging,  and  then,  if  they  are  imsuccessful, 
complain  of  the  dreadful  poaching  carried  on  there. 
1  have  never  heard  of  any  one  of  them,  however, 
proposing  any  feasible  scheme  for  preventing  the 
same. 

HvHaving  fished  in  Wales  on  and  off  for  thirty  years, 
and  having  a  fairly  wide  experience  of  the  people 
and  the  rivers  and  lakes,  from  Usk  in  the  south  to 
Carnarvon  in  the  north,  and  having  continually 
read  complaints  of  the  wholesale  poaching  carried 
on,  more  particularly  in  North  Wales,  I  would 
venture  to  inquire  how  the  people  who  complain 
would  propose  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Most  of  the  lakes,  etc.,  which  strangers  generally 
visit  for  their  fishing  holidays  are  situated  in  North 
Wales — a  very  mountainous,  barren  country,  and 
in  many  parts  very  inaccessible.  Moreover,  there 
are  nxmierous  slate  quarries  in  the  district,  and  the 
country  is  pretty  thickly  populated  with  a  class  of 
men  in  sympathy  with  the  peasantry,  and  who 
certainly^often^do  a  bit  of  poaching,  and  are  a 


difficult  lot  to  deal  with.  It  would  require  an  army 
of  keepers  to  watch  all  the  lakes  and  rivers  and  put 
an  end  to  poaching  in  such  a  country.  And  who 
would  undertake,  or  who  would  pay  this  army  of 
keepers  and  ail  the  other  expenses  incurred  ? 
Certainly  not  tho  riparian  owners,  who  would  gain 
no  possible  advantage  commensurate  with  the 
great  cost  ;  certainly  not  the  tourists  and  others 
who  spend  a  few  weeks  in  the  district  during  tho 
holidays  ;  and  certainly  not  the  hotel-keepers,  who 
could  not  afford  to  do  so. 

The  chief  salmon  rivers  in  Wales  aro  fairly  well 
preserved,  mainly  because  there  are  fishing  asso- 
ciations on  most  of  them,  composed  in  a  great 
measure  of  local  members,  and  more  especially 
because  the  riparian  owmers  are  also  members  and 
keen  fishermen,  and  the  Welsh  peasantry,  and  even 
the  poachers,  think  much  more  of  their  own  coimtry- 
mon,  and  will  do  much  more  for  them  than  for 
strangers — as  they  call  Englishmen.  Therefore, 
as  I  said  before,  the  poaching,  especially  in  North 
Wales,  would  be  a  very  difficult  and  expensive 
matter  to  deal  with,  and  I  don't  quite  see  from 
whence  the  <*  necessary  funds  could  be  obtained. 
Perhaps  some  of  your  correspondents  might  be 
able  to  make  a  suggestion. — Yours  truly,      N.  A. 

P.S. — I  am  afraid  that  if  hotel-keepers  or  others 
require  a  dish  of  trout  for  their  guests,  they  would 
hardly  bother  themselves  to  try  to  find  out  where 
they  came  from,  or  how  they  were  obtamed  ! 

[I  fear  all  "  N.  A."  says  is  only  too  true.  But 
what  about  the  Conway  and  Llugwy,  etc. — are 
they  not  poached  in  spite  of  conservators  ?  Mr. 
Brandreth,  who  is  one  of  them,  tells  us  they  are. — - 
Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  COMO. 

Deah  Sir, — -In  answer  to  N.  Y.  Marriott's 
inquiry,  re  fishing  in  Lake  Como,  the  following  is 
the  result  of  my  fishing  experiences  there  during  a 
few  months'  stay  at  Blevio,  three  miles  from  the 
town  of  Como. 

The  lake  is  very  deep  and  clear.  So  much  so 
that  one  may  often  actually  see  the  fish  bite,  and 
also  see  quantities  of  others  who  don't  !  Hence  the 
finest  tackle  and  a  good  length  of  gut  are  essential 
to  success.  I  may  here  mention  that  all  tackle 
should  be  purchased  in  England. 

Of  the  fisli  found  in  the  lake,  first  comes  a  species 
of  large  white  trout,  ranging  from  21b.  to  201b., 
which  are  caught  by  trolling ;  pike  and  perch 
which  may  be  caught  in  a  similar  way  ;  also  chub, 
tench,  eels,  and  a  species  of  roach  and  dace. 

Of  baits,  paste  is  most  used  by  the  natives,  also 
macaroni,  fowl-entrails,  and  cherries.  With  these 
baits  very  Light  float  or  ledger  tackle,  with  a  smaU 
hook,  should  be  used.  Pellets  of  paste  and  ground- 
bait  must  be  thrown  in  while  fisliing,  as  the  fish 
are  very  wary,  and  one  may  often  see  them  suck  in 
a  loose  pellet  when  they  won't  do  more  than  look 
at  one  attached  to  a  piece  of  gut.  Casting  a  pellet 
of  paste  gently,  without  shot  or  float,  and  letting 
it  sink  naturally,  will  often  tempt  them  on  these 
occasions.  Probably  also  night  -  fishing  would 
succeed,  though  I  did  not  try  it  myself,  havdng 
no  great  Uking  for  fishing  after  dark. 

Artificial  flies  of  medium  size  would  be  all  right 
if  the  day  were  not  too  bright  nor  the  water  too 
calm  ;  but,  as  a  rule,  I  foimd  that  dapping  the 
natiu-al  bluebottle  was  more  successful  than  any- 
thing else.  The  natives  rarely  use  this  method, 
and  I  think  partly  for  this  reason  the  fish  are  less 
suspicious  of  it.  Sometimes  they  took  the  fly 
better  if  stmk  with  a  shot  and  gently  drawn 
through  the  water.  For  trolling,  long  and  fine  gut 
traces  are  necessary.  The  spinning  baits  used  are 
spoons  and  phantoms,  but  they  must  not  be  those 
of  a  large  and  gaudy  appearance,  bristhng  all  over 
with  hooks.  They  should  be  spun  about  40  yards 
behind  the  boat,  and  fairly  deep  down,  the  boat 
being  pulled  slowly  along  some  20  yards  from  the 
bank.  The  professional  fishermen  use  nets,  traps, 
and  spimiing  baits,  but,  in  spite  of  this,  the  lake 
is  well  stocked,  and  your  correspondent  should 
enjoy  good  sport. — Yours  truly,  J.  Allen. 


FISHING  ON  LAKE  COMO. 

Dear  Sir, — ^In  reply  to  Mr.  N.  Y.  Marriott,  I 
am  afraid  he  is  too  late  this  year  for  any  fishing 
on  the  Lake  of  Como.  I  have  fished  there  at 
Tremezzo  for  four  or  five  years,  and  always  fotmd 
the  fish  totally  disappear  about  the  second  or  third 
week  in  October.  The  peasants,  in  fim,  saj-  there 
is  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  lake  and  the  fi«h  aU 
go  through  it  into  another  and  warmer  lake.  From 
May  till  October  I  have  had  fine  sport  with  perch, 
pike,  and  a  fish  they  call  "  squaleous  cavedena." 
(If  spelt  wrongly,  please  blame  Mr.  Roosevelt.)  By 
the  bye,  I  should  like  to  know  what  that  fish  really 
is.    VVould  j'ou  kindly  tell  me  ? 

The  pike  and  perch  are  caught  spinning  with  any 


artificial  spinner.  I  used  a  small  matikorel  spinner, 
and  found  it  host.  The  "  squaleous  "  I  ca\ight  with 
float  and  very  fine  gut  on  a  No.  5  hook.  Owing 
to  the  intense  clearness  of  the  water,  tackle  cannot 
be  too  fine  ;  three  yard  casts  are  best  anri  (jnill  floats. 
The  best  bait  is  (please  don't  laugh  or  think  mo 
mad)  chicken's  liver,  a  long  way  first.  Then 
Gorgonzola  cheese  and  polenta,  and  then  green  fig. 
At  Moltrassio  they  use  an  otter  and  about  a  dozen 
flies;  any  kind  will  do.  Early  morning  and  evening 
are  the  best  times  for  fishing,  as  between  10  anrl 
5  p.m.  I  never  did  anything  at  all.  There  aro  also 
some  big  tench,  but  I  never  caught  any. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Villiebs. 

P.S. — Tremezzo  or  Varenna  are  both  good  places, 
Tremezzo  being  the  prettiest  place  on  tho  lake. 

ON  THE  BALANCE  OF  A  FLY  ROD.  ^ 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  *he  various 
opinions  re  split- cane  and  greenheart,  and  boing 
something  of  a  novice  should  Hke  to  see  some 
opinions  on  the  correct  balance  of  a  trout  fly  rod 
with  reel  and  line.  Is  it  merely  a  matter  of  taste  ? 
We  are  told  in  books  that  a  rod  should  be  balanced 
by  a  suitable  reel,  but  where  ?  I  find  that  mine 
balances  about  one  foot  above  the  hand  with  reel 
and  fine  on.  The  other  day  I  handled  a  friend's 
rod  which  was  made  to  balance  exactly  at  the 
hand.  This  I  thought  destroyed  its  delicacy,  but 
made  the  effort  of  continuous  casting  le.=s  tiring.  A 
reply  in  your  paper  might  be  useful  to  many 
beginners.^ — -Yours  truly,        G.  B.  Henderson. 

[There  is  no  fixed  rule  as  to  balance  of  rod,  if  by 
balance  Mr.  Henderson  means  the  point  where  the 
reel  and  butt  end  balance  the  rest  of  the  rod  when 
supported  horizontally.  The  action  and  make  of  a 
rod  all  affect  the  balance,  and  one  angler  will  use 
a  much  heavier  reel  than  another  on  the  same  style 
of  rod.  I  should  say  that  the  majority  of  fly  rods 
with  reel  on  would  balance  it  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  inches  from  the  reel,  vmless  the  latter  is 
absurdly  small,  but  shape  of  butt  and  weight  of 
fittings  all  affect  the  balance. — Ed.] 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  way  this  controversy  has  been 
conducted  is  reminiscent  of  the  methods  adopted 
in  transatlantic  championship  fights — the  prin- 
cipals are  so  ready  to  talk  and  so  loth  to  act. 

Mr.  Malloch  imphes  that  greenheart  is  stiffer  than 
split-cane,  while  ili-.  Hardy  emphatically  maintains 
that  spUt-cane  is  stiffer  than  greenheart.  Apparently 
both  fight  shy  of  putting  the  matter  to  the  test. 
It  was  quite  refreshing  to  see  "  Val  Conson  "  come 
forward  with  a  simple,  straightforward  chaUenge, 
the  acceptance  of  wliich  would  have  settled  the 
much  (over)  discussed  point ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
as  though  his  challenge  will  be  accepted.  As  an 
ignorant  but  imbiased  angler,  one  point  greatly 
puzzles  me.  It  is  tliis  :  Why,  if  Mr.  Hardy  believes 
spUt-cane  to  be  stiffer  and  more  powerful  than 
greenlieart,  did  he  think  that  a  "  weaver's  beam  " 
of  52oz.  of  the  material  was  necessary  to  hold  up 
and  propel  a  sufficiently  long  line  to  give  liim  a 
chance  of  winning  the  tournament  ? 

The  greenheart  expert  had  sufficient  confidence 
in  his  material  to  be  satisfied  that  a  vastly  Ughter 
rod  would  carry  the  line. 

Possibly,  since  that  date,  "  Val  Conson's  "  persist- 
ence and  Leonard's  examples  have  extended  Mr. 
Hardy's  knowledge  of  the  eapabiUties  of  spUt-cane. 

He  expresses  a  somewhat  belated  hope  that  your 
readers  are  not  tired  of  the  subject.  I  tliink  that 
1  am  voicing  the  opinion  of  many  when  I  say  that 
they  are  very  tired  of  mere  words,  words,  words,  when 
a  simple  experiment  would  settle  the  disputed  point. 
— Yours  truly.  Unbiased. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Deab  Sir. — I  am  sorry  "Henry  Tisley"  should 
have  misunderstood  me,  and  did  not  see  that  the 
diagram  I  gave  showing  the  cross  grain  in  green- 
heart was  purposely  exaggerated  to  make  ray 
meaning  clear.  He  is  quite  right  in  saj-ing  that 
"  no  respectable  maker  would  use  wood  so  cross- 
grained  for  a  decent  rod."  I  send  you  to-day 
two  pieces  of  greenheart  cut  from  the  same  log. 
One  of  these  I  have  broken  to  show  you  the  grain 
and  what  I  call  the  lamiaations.  This  is  the  quality 
we  use  for  best  rods.  You  will  notice  that  the  frac- 
ture where  broken  extends  to  12iin.  in  a  piece  ^^in. 
square  ;  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  being  of  very 
exceptional  quaUtj-.  I  will  be  glad  if  yon  will 
notice  that  the  grain  in  some  parts  appears 
almost  parallel  with  the  edges  of  the  piece  (which  is 
parallel),  and  at  other  parts  runs  diagonally  across. 
You  will  see  that  in  tapering  and  rounding  tliis  piece 
into  a  rod  top.  that  the  grain  must  be  cut  across, 
which  will  intensify  the  evil.  This  piece  is  ffeia. 
in  diameter.  Now,  suppose  you  make  it  into  a 
top  rounded  down  at  the  base  to  J  and  tapering 
to  ^^nds.     If  the  grain  runs  parallel   with  the 
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axis  of  the  top  for,  say,  12in.  at  the  base,  it  will  only 
be  about  4  at  the  fine  point,  and  at  that  very 
good,  as  you  will  find  if  you  break  any  old  rod-top 
you  have  handy. 

If  I  can  find  time  this  week,  I  will  write  you  a 
further  letter  on  the  subject  of  greenheart,  its 
growth  and  conversion  into  fishing-rods,  and  give 
you  a  few  drawings. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alnwick,  Oct.  3.  John  James  Habdy. 


BOOK  ON  KNOTS— GRAYLING  FISHING 
ON  THE  ITCHEN. 

Dear  Sie, — I  wonder  if,  as  a  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  you  could  enhghten  nae  on  the  following 
points,  through  the  medium  of  the  columns  of  that 
journal  ? — (a)  the  name  of  a  good  work  on  the 
subject  of  knots  and  knotting  ;  (6)  the  possibility 
of  obtaining  grayhng  fishing  on  the  Itchen,  ap- 
proximate cost,  and  to  whom  to  apply  for  same. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Lahcom. 

[The  best  book  on  knots  I  know — -if  not  the  only 
one — is  Mr.  Haskick's,  published  by  Messrs.  Cassell 
&  Co.  at,  I  think.  Is.  I  fear  all  the  grayling  fishing 
on  the  Itchen  is  in  private  hands.  If  anyone  has 
a  rod  to  let,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  them  on 
behalf  of  my  correspondent. — Ed.] 


KNOTS  AND  DROPPER  ATTACHMENTS. 

Dear  Sib, — Several  of  your  correspondents 
(myself  among  the  number)  have  written  upon, 
and  illustrated,  various  forms  of  knots  and  dropper 
attachments  for  use  in  salmon  and  trout  fishing. 
During  an  experience  of  nearly  forty  years  I  have 
used  and  experimented  upon,  I  should  imagine, 
nearly  every  known  knot  which  might  be  used  in 
fly,  minnow,  and  worm  fishing.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  you,  sir,  and  your  readers,  will  pardon  my 
briefly  criticising,  from  the  light  of  experience, 
the  various  attachments  which  have  been  shown 
or  mentioned  in  your  columns,  and  pointing  out 


1 


what  I  have  found  to  be  their  various  advantages 
or  disadvantages. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  we  are  all  agreed  that 
there  are  three  main  points  in  the  making  of  knots 
which  lend  themselves  to  perfection  —  strength, 
neatness,  simplicity.  The  ordinary  "fisherman's" 
or  "  water-knot  "  fulfils  two  of  these  conditions — 
neatness  and  simplicity — but  it  is  a  source  of  weak- 
ness to  the  cast.  The  cause  of  this  weakness  is  not 
far  to  seek ;  it  lies  in  the  knot  itself. 


In  the  mere  act  of  forming  the  knot  the  longi- 
tudinal fibres  are  twisted  in  an  unnatural  position, 
causing  fracture  (this  may  be  very  well  exemplified 
by  knotting  a  piece  of  straw).  Again,  the  drawing 
of  the  knot  tiglit  flattens  and  rubs  off  a  portion  of 
the  outside  skin  of  the  gut,  thus  weakening  it  at 
this  point.  This  is  shown  very  clearly  by  knotting 
a  piece  of  nnbleacaed  gut  and  examining  it  under 
a  glass,  when  it  will  be  found  that  the  outer  skin 
is  more  or  less  frayed.  The  two  knots,  forming  the 
water-knot,  are  bearing  hard,  the  one  against  the 
other,  and  there  is  practically  little  or  no  "  give  " 
in  Ithem ;  consequently  the  gut  at  the  point  of 
contact  being  thinner  than  at  any  otlier  place, 
breaks,  and  the  fisherman  is  left  lamenting. 

It  was,  I  take  it,  some  such  idea  as  this  that 
Mr.  ^Cholmondeley-Pennell  had  in  view  in  intro- 
ducing his  "  buffer  "  knot,  the  elastic  gut  and  the 
air  spaces  between  the  lappings  forming  a  resilient 
cusliion,  and  thus  in  a  great  measure  neutralising 
the  effect  of  a  sudden  jar  coming  on  the  weakened 
knot.  This  "  buffer "  knot  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
strongest  method  of  linking  two  pieces  of  salmon 
gut,  but  it  is  a  trifle  clumsy  for  trout  casts.  Another 
form  of  knot,  which,  I  believe,  is  little  known,  is 
what  I  have  named  the  "double  reef."  It  differs 
only  from  the  "  reef  knot  "  in  that,  instead  of  each 
strand  passing  round  the  other  once,  it  is  passed 
round  twice  before  forming  the  knot  ;  this  being 
done  to  prevent  slipping.  This  knot  is,  perhaps, 
as  strong  as  any,  as  it  is  practically  two  loops  joined 
together,  but  it  has  the  disadvantage  of  being  more 
clumsy,  and  great  care  must  be  taken  to  tie  a 
"reef,"  and  not  a  "granny." 

There  are  many  other  ways  of  making  up  gut 
casts,  but  I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to 
mention  them,  as  they  are  all  some  modification 
of  the  three  I  have  named. 

Coming  next  to  dropper  attachments,  we  have 
again  to  consider  strength,  neatness,  and  sim- 
plicity. For  neatness  and  simplicity  there  is 
nothing  to  touch  the  "  Unk  "  knot ;  but  it  is  wanting 
in  strength,  for  the  reason  mentioned  in  the  earlier 
part  of  this  letter,  and  also  for  another  which  I 
shall  deal  with  later  on.  From  experiment,  careful 
observation,  and  pliotography,  I  found  that  the 
tie  of  the  dropper  when  in  the  act  of  casting  was, 
as  a  rule,  in  the  position  shown  by  the  dotted  line 
A  C,  while  at  other  times  it  assimied  that  marked 
B  C,  forming  a  more  or  less  acute  angle  with  the 
line  D  E. 

C  being  a  fixed  point,  it  s6emed  to  me  that  this 
constant  bending  backward  and  forward  between 
C  B,  C  A,  and  C  F  must  jar  the  gut  at  the  point  C. 
Such  I  found  to  be  the  case,  the  gut  at  this  point 
being  quite  pulpy. 

Another  point  noticed  was  that  the  gut  of  the 
dropper  was  pressed  quite  flat  at  the  point  C, 
presumably  due  to  the  knots  on  each  side  being  drawn 
tight.  This  pulpiness  and  flatness  were  observed 
in  all  cases  where  single  gut  was  used  at  the  point  C, 
more  particularly  in  the  attachments  roughly 
illustrated.  In  the  case  of  a  loop  attachment  tied 
either  above  or  with  one  strand  on  each  side  of  the 
knot  K,  the  aforementioned  pulpiness  was  almost 
entirely  absent  in  the  loop,  but  was  distinctly 
visible,  in  most  cases,  just  above  the  knot  ;  due, 
I  should  say,  to  the  friction  of  the  loop  at  this  point, 
and  also  to  the  pull  being  at  an  angle  to  the  cast, 
when  a  fish  was  hooked  on  the  dropper. 

In  the  knot,  or,  rather,  attachment,  which  you 
were  good  enough  to  illustrate  for  me  in  your  issue 
of  Sept.  8,  I  found  that  the  drawbacks  mentioned 
in  this  letter  were  conspicuously  absent.  The, 
if  I  may  so  call  it,  pendulum  motion  was  reduced 
to  a  minimum,  the  angular  pull  was  the  same,  but 
tlie  gut  being  doubled  at  this  point  the  effect  was 
slight.  Further,  the  loop  being  doubled  between 
the  knots  formed  a  buffer  knot  and  strengthened 
the  casting-line. 

I  may  here  say  that  the  loop  illustrated  in  fore- 
going method  (marked  I)  is  used  in  preference  to 
either  an  ordinary  loop  or  a  "  bowline,"  as  by  this 
method  the  loop  can  be  made  as  small  or  as  large 
as  desired,  and,  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  is  as 
strong,  if  not  stronger,  than  the  others.  My 
method  of  experimenting  with  various  knots  has 
been  to  use  two  droppers  on  a  cast,  differently  tied, 
and  to  use  various  Imots  for  connecting  the  gut 
links.  Further,  to  fish  with  casts  so  made  up,  day 
after  day  for  weeks  on  end,  and  to  note  any  break 
or  accident,  and,  where  possible,  the  cause,  or 
probable  cause.  The  result  may  be  summarised  as 
follows  : — 

Link  attachment,  cast  broke  at  upper  knot ; 
other  single-gut  attachments,  dropper  broke  off 
at  fisherman's  knot.  Loop  above,  or  on  each  side 
casting-line  knot,  cast  broke  above  knot  ;  loop 
between  knots,  no  break- 

I  fear  that  I  have  already  trespassed  too  far  on 
your  space,  and  on  the  good  nature  of  your  readers, 
but  if  my  theories,  which  may  be  all  wrong,  induce 
my  brother  anglers  to  puzzle  ou^  these  things  for 


themselves,  I  feel  that  I  shall  have  done  something, 
however  small,  to  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  my 
companions  in  the  "Gentle  Art." — Yours  truly, 
Dovercourt.  E.  B.  Babtley  (Lt.-Col.). 


FLY  ATTACHMENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  poor  draughtsman,  so  have 
annexed  hereto  sections  of  casts  explaining  what  I 
consider  the  simplest  and  best  form  of  attachment 
I  ever  have  seen.  I  make  a  very  small  loop  through 
which  the  dropper  fly  cannot  be  passed — 


This  I  want  to  attach  to  cast  as  shown  here — 


I  then,  in  order  to  do  so,  double  the  cast  at  point 
where  dropper  is  to  be  attached,  and  pass  it 
through  the  small  loop  of  dropper,  and  then  pass 
the  fly  up  through  the  loop  formed  by  doubling  the 
cast,  as  per  this — 


The  dropper  is  then  pulled  down  as  far  as  it  will 
come  and  held  firmly  between  thumb  and  finger, 
and  the  cast  then  pulled  straight  and  the  slip-knots 
drawn  together — 


Loop  of  droppars  forms  excellent  buffer  between 
the  knots,  and  stiffens  the  dropper  and  keeps  it  at 
right  angles  to  cast  and  from  twisting  round  cast. 
If  dropper  is  attached  above  a  knot  in  cast  it  is 
easily  removed  by  reversing,  that  is,  by  doubling 
the  cast  and  forcing  back  through  loop  of  dropper. 
I  hope  I  am  explicit,  but  am  doubtful  as  to  this.-r- 
Yours  truly,  Seventy. 


LACQUER  FOR  ROD  FURNITURE. 

Dear  Sib, — Some  time  since  you  were  good 
enough  to  publish  a  letter  of  mine  asking  for  a 
recipe  for  making  lacquer  suitable  for  brass  rod 
furniture,  but  I  did  not  get  any  replies.  I  have 
since  foimd  out  that  it  can  be  procured  in  any  shade 
at  Is.  per  3oz.  bottle,  post  free,  from  the  Frederick 
Crane  Chemical  Co.,  22  and  23,  Newhall  Hill, 
Birmingham. 

I  thought  this  information  might  be  of  use  to 
some  other  amateur  rod-builder. — Yours  trulj', 

W.  H.  M. 

FISHING  IN  BRITISH  ISLES. 

Deae  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  spending  six 
months  or  so  at  home  next  spring  and  summer 
(April  to  October),  and  should  be  very  glad  if  you 
or  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  recom- 
mend any  good  trout  or  salmon  fishing  to  be  had 
by  staying  at  hotels,  or  for  small  cost,  with  the 
time  of  year  recommended  for  each.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,         H.  F.  C. 

Meerut,  India. 


BAITS  FOR  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  some  of  your  correspondents, 
say  those  from  Conn  and  Cullen,  and  Mask  and 
Corrib,  kindly  say  what  is  the  bait  on  which  the 
large  pike,  of  271b.  and  26^1b.>  were  taken  ?  Ordinary 
dace  or  spinners  would  surely  be  too  small  for  such 
monsters  ? — Yours  truly,  Jock  Scott.  , 

{Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.y 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


English  Progenitors  of  American  Artificial  Flies. 

There  is  no  doubt  whatever,  as  anyone  can  prove 
■who  studies  that  fine  American  work,  Mrs.  Mar- 
bury's  "Favourite  Flies,?'  that  a  large  number  of 
the  artificial  flies  in  use  in  the  United  States  are 
really  descendants  of  good  old  English  stock.  This 
is  well  borne  out  by  the  following  letter  from  Mr 
Theodore  Gordon.  The  Beaverkill  is  evidently  our 
Silver  Sedge— they  are  rarely  used  in  this  country 
dressed  as  these  are  on  Hall's  0  and  double  0  eyed 
hooks,  but  they  might  well  be  for  they  are  very 
taking  little  chaps.  As  regards  rods,  Mr.  Gordon 
seems  to  have  got  hold  of  a  very  whippy  English 
rod;  they  are  made  here  now  as  stiff  and  as  light  as 
m  America,  at  least,  as  regards  trout  rods— and 
salmon  rods  can  be  made  equally  stiff  and  light 
when  our  anglers  find  out  that  heavy  salmon  rods 
are  no  more  necessary  than  heavy  trout  rods. 

"  Beaverkill  P.O.,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.Y. 
"  September  14. 

"Dear  Mb.  Marston,— The  original  patterns 
from  which  the  Beaverkill  fly,  so  called,  originated 
were  brought  from  England  about  forty  years  ago, 
and,  I  fancy,  must  have  been  imitations  of  Sedge 
Flies.    There  are  two  flies  named  Beaverkill. 

"No.  1.— Wings:  dun,  light  or  dark;  hackle: 
brown,  head  to  tail ;  body :  white  silk  ;  tail:  brown 
mallard. 

"No.  2.— Wings:  curlew  (brown) ;  hackle :  brown, 
shoulder  only ;  body:  white  silk,  ribbed  flat  gold; 
tail:  usually  none,  sometimes  brown  or  erev 
mallard.  ^ 

"I  think  that  No.  1  is  decidedly  the  most  killmg, 
but  No.  2  is  said  to  be  nearest  the  original  pattern, 
which  probably  had  landrail  wings,  curlew  being  a 
good  substitute.  If  this  original  was  hackled  down 
„he  body  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  was  the 
cilver  Sedge. 

"  I  have  tried  to  tie  two  small  BeaverkiUs,  dry- 
fly  fast- ion,  to  see  what  they  would  look  like,  but 


I  have  broken  my  eye-glasses  and  cannot  see  what 
I  am  about.  However,  they  may  give  you  some 
notion  as  to  the  reasonableness  of  my  idea  that 
the  Beaverkill  is  descended  from  your  Sedge.  No 
doubt  a  number  of  our  patterns  of  artificial  flies 
were  '  created '  in  this  way. 

"  The  fat  specimen  of  my  pet  quill  sent  to  you 
some  time  ago  had  split  wings  all  right,  although 
the  concave  side  was  turned  in  to  show  the  best 
side  of  the  feather.  Probably  the  fly  was  smashed 
flat  in  the  letter. 

"  The  wings  of  a  Dun  are  really  more  natural 
when  not  split,  and  if  the  hackles  are  put  on  right 
the  fly  will  be  found  to  cock  well.  The  influence 
of  the  split  wing  in  very  small  flies  is  much  less 
than  is  usually  supposed. 

"  One  of  these  days  I  must  send  you  all  our  best 
stream  flies  that  really  amount  to  anything,  tied 
small  enough  to  try  dry  over  English  trout.  It 
would  be  interesting  as  an  experiment. 

"  Why  is  it  that  most  of  the  English  split-cane 
rods  are  so  limber,  have  such  a  soft,  floppy  feeling, 
in  spite  of  their  weight  and  large  diameter?  If 
one  of  our  best  makers  was  to  copy  my  old  English 
rod  exactly,  in  the  bamboo  used  over  here,  he 
could  turn  out  a  rod  as  stiff  as  a  poker  and  almost, 
if  not  quite,  strong  enough  to  kill  a  tarpon  on. 

"  I  have  puzzled  my  brains  over  the  argument 
that  greenheart  is  stiffer  than  split-cane  for  some 
time  past,  and  think  that  this  is  the  solution  of  the 
puzzle.  The  cane  or  bamboo  used  in  England  by 
the  best  makers  is  very  strong  and  durable, 
stronger,  perhaps,  than  the  material  we  use,  but  it 
is  not  nearly  as  stiff  and  springy.  Copy  a  green - 
heart  salmon  rod  in  good  bamboo  and  you  will 
have  an  infinitely  stiffer,  more  powerful  rod.  Many 
Americans  prefer  first-rate  Cuban  lancewood  to 
greenheart  for  wood  fly  rods.  They  think  that  it 
has  more  snap  to  it.  This  is  true  in  one  sense,  as, 
unless  the  grain  is  very  straight,  lancewood  tips 
are  easily  broken.  I  believe  that  our  preference 
for  a  particular  material  or  action  in  rods  is  largely 
a  matter  of  habit.  One  friend  of  mine,  who 
makes  his  own  split-cane  rods,  likes  all  the  action 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  weapons  he  turns  out. 
The  tips,  or  tops,  are  very  thin.  In  fact,  he  carries 
this  to  such  an  extreme  that  they  are  quite  easily 
broken.  He  induced  me  to  try  a  new  rod  of  his, 
the  lightest  he  had  ever  made.  It  would  carry 
only  a  very  fine  line,  and  in  my  hands  was  no  use 
against  wind  nor  for  long  casts.  It  put  my  hand 
out  so  that  my  6oz.  '  Leonard '  felt  like  a  weaver's 
beam,  and  it  was  some  time  before  I  could  get 
back  to  easy  casting  with  it.  A  very  light  rod,  if 
used  for  a  few  days,  will  spoil  your  pleasure  in 
using  a  rod  that  you  have  sworn  by  for  years.  Our 
season  closed  on  Sept.  1 ;  no  more  fly  fishing  until 
April  16,  1907.  There  are  only  about  twenty 
people  here  now,  and  my  mother  and  I  will  soon 
go  to  the  Hall  House,  at  Liberty,  Sullivan  Co.,  N.Y." 

A  Nice  Basket  of  Roach. 

A  member  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society,  fishing 
near  Barton  Mills  Staunch,  recently  landed  twelve 
roach  weighing  ll|lb.,  the  largest  weighing 
I  lb.  6Joz.,  in  two  hours'  fishing.  It  is  not  a  great 
take  of  course,  but  it  is  one  I  should  be  well 
satisfied  with  myself  as  a  nice  even  lot. 

Fly-tying  at  the  Bristol  Arts  and 
Crafts  Exhibition. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  has,  I  am  glad  to  say,  again 
agreed  to  act  as  judge  of  the  fly-tying  exhibits  at 
Bristol.  Unfortunately  the  time  is  very  short,  and 
those  interested  should  write  at  once  to  Mr.  R.  H. 
Parr,  5,  Grove-buildings,  Blackboy  Hill,  Bristol. 
Mr.  P.  regrets  that  by  an  accident  he  did  not  send 
me  the  note  until  too  late  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  6. 


One  of  our  subscribers.  Dr.  Colahan,  The  Villa, 
Galway,  bemg  unable  to  go  there  himself  this 
season,  wishes  to  let  his  lodge  on  Lough  Corrib, 
suitable,  he  says,  for  two  or  three  friends  who  want 
snipe,  woodcock,  and  duck  shooting— good  pike 
fishing  can  also  be  had.  I  do  not  know  anything 
more  about  it,  but  it  may  interest  some  of  our 
readers  who  use  the  gun  as  well  as  the  rod. 

Conservators  of  the  River  Cam. 

The  Conservators  of  the  River  Cam,  Cambridge, 
are  the  Master  of  Clare  College,  elected  Feb.  5, 
1863;  the  Master  of  Emmanuel  College,  elected 
March  9,  1900;  the  Master  of  Trinity  Hall, 
elected  Nov.  16,  1904, 


Danube  Salmon  in  Londbn  Rivers, 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  of  Oct.  .5  says  :— 
"  On  an  eel-trap  being  taken  up  in  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  water,  on  the  Colne,  at  Uxbridge,  an 
interesting  fish  camo  to  hand  in  the  form  of  a 
specimen  of  the  huchcn,  or  Danubian  salmon.  It 
had  worked  down-stream  from  Dunham,  where 
these  fish  arc  being  bred  for  the  Tham'3s  Salmon 
Association,  which  is  specially  experimenting  with 
them  in  the  Tliames.  Tho  young  salmon  was 
replaced  in  tlio  Colae ;  it  was  9in.  in  length,  and 
had  grown  rapidly  in  its  new  homo.  The  Associa- 
tion has  turned  down  several  hundred  huchen  in 
Lord  Boston's  and  Lord  Dssborough's  Hedsor  and 
Taplow  waters,  and  fish  which  have  been  sub.se- 
quently  caught  have  been  in  excellent  condition, 
and  have  shown  every  appearance  of  doing  well 
in  London's  river.  The  Danubian  salmon  do  not 
go  to  the  sea  like  our  salmon,  and  they  will  take  a 
live  bait  or  spinner,  and  grow  to  a  large  size,  so 
that  they  ought  to  be  an  excellent  addition  to  tho 
stock  of  game  fish  in  the  Thames." 

In  the  Danube  the  huchen  grows  to  a  weight  of 
over  501b.  It  is  a  most  voracious  fish,  and  it  may, 
I  fear,  not  prove  so  valuable  an  addition  to  the 
Thames  as  some  people  imagine. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


WHEKE    SALMON   AEE  PLENTI- 
EUL  IN  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Every  salmon  angler  who  read  the  account  of 
the  capture  of  salmon  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Muir,  given  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  recently,  must  have  said  to 
himself  that  the  fish  must  be  pretty  plentiful ! 
Those  Mr.  Muir  caught  appear  to  have  been  grilse, 
and  small  at  that,  which  confirms  what  the  late 
General  Dashwood  told  me  on  more  than  one 
occasion  as  to  the  small  size  of  the  fish — he  said  he 
could  get  plenty  from  three  to  seven  or  eight 
pounds,  but  that  fish  of  weight  were  few  and  far 
between.  In  Forest  and  Stream  of  Sept.  22  I  find 
some  account  of  Little  River  and  other  places,  and 
I  think  that  many  of  our  readers  may  like  to  make 
a  note  of  them. — R.  B.  M. 

"  Newfoundland  Salmon. 
"Mr  L.  O.  Crane's  strictures  under  the  above 
heading  in  Forest  and  Stream  of  Sept.  1,  at  the  first 
blush,  rather  alarmed  me ;  but  when  I  had  read  his 
article  carefully,  the  conclusions  I  arrived  at  were 
that  Mr.  Crane  is  evidently  an  enthusiastic  angler 
of  the  right  sort;  that  he  reads  his  Forest  and 
Stream  religiously,  as  all  nature  lovers  ought;  that 
even  on  his  own  showing  I  had  not  exaggerated 
much,  and  finally,  that  he  is  a  convert  of  mine  to 
the  creed  I  started  out  to  propagate  some  years  ago 
through  the  columns  of  Forest  and  Stream,  that  the 
angling  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador,  to  use  his 
words,  is  '  the  best  in  the  world.' 

"  He  criticises  my  statement  as  to  the  number 
and  weight  of  fish  taken  by  Lady  Sybil  Grey  and 
Lord  Howick,  admitting  they  were  rather  late 
for  the  best  fishing,  but  states  on  the  authority  of 
a  man  who  was  with  them,  'that  they  got  just 
eighty-nine  grilse  and  nine  salmon  in  all  in  two 
weeks.'  We'll  let  it  go  at  that.  Even  that  is  not 
bad  fishing,  and  if  Mr.  Crane  and  Lady  Sybil  and 
Lord  Howick  are  not  satisfied  with  that,  they 
must  be  hard  to  be  pleased. 

"He  waxes  justly  indignant  at  the  tale  of  a 
certain  Scotch  '  sport,'  who  killed  over  300  salmon 
and  left  them  to  rot  on  the  bank.*  I  am  one  with 
him  in  his  denunciation  of  such  a  hog.  I  repeat 
for  Mr.  Crane's  benefit,  and  for  that  of  other 
American  anglers,  a  bit  of  information  I  had  at 
first  hand  that  may  be  useful  for  a  future  season : 
When  Inspector  O'Rielly  visited  the  place  to 
investigate  the  charge,  he  found  that  there  were 
more  than  300  salmon  left  to  rot ;  he  also  found 
(and  I  want  anglers  to  note  this)  that  the  pools 
were  literally  alive  with  salmon.  He  caught  all 
he  wanted  in  a  short  time,  and  stopped  fishing 
when  he  had  caught  five  or  six  fish.  He  could 
have  caught  five  or  six  tierces  of  salmon  if  he 
wanted  them,  as  the  fish  had  not  apparently  been 
disturbed  for  years,  and  were  simply  •  crazy  for  the 
fly.'  The  name  of  this  angler's  paradise  is  Little 
River,  in  the  district  of  Burgeo.  Its  entrance  is  a 
small  chasm  in  tho  cliffs  and  it  runs  in  for  miles, 
and  is  so  narrow  that  an  angler  could  almost  drop 

*  This  has  been  explained  satisfactorily  by  Jlr. 
Muir  ill  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  1  sent  it  to  Forrat 
and  Stream,  where  it  appeared  facing  Jlr.  Carroll's 
letter.— Ed.  F.  O. 
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his  fly  on  the  precipice  on  either  side  from  the 
steamer's  deck.  It  is  seldom  visited,  and  is  only 
a  few  hours'  run  from  Port  au  Basque ;  the 
scenery  is  so  grand  and  rugged  that  it  would  repay 
a  visit,  even  if  one  only  got  about  160  salmon  and 
took  them  away  with  him. 

"Mr.  Crane  goes  on  to  say  that  the  report  that 
on  a  certain  date  at  the  South  Branch  forty  salmon 
and  ten  grilse  were  taken  is  '  absurd.'  Now  this  is 
the  first  time  I  disagree  with  Mr.  Crane.  This 
report  may  be  untrue,  but  it  is  not  absurd.  In 
substantiation  of  his  position,  he  quotes  the  record 
of  '  two  rods  camping  there  two  weeks  at  the  right 
time ;  one  had  nine  salmon  and  five  grilse,  and 
the  other  had  eight  salmon  and  three  grilse.'  These 
two  anglers  may  have  been  fishermen  of  the  right 
breed  and  not  count  fishermen,  or  hogs.  They 
may  have  been  communing  with  nature,  or  stowing 
away  ozone,  or  they  may  have  been  simple  '  wood- 
sers,"  who  got  as  much  from  looking  at  the  fish  as 
in  catching  them.  Anyhow,  I  would  not  take  their 
record  as  the  standard  of  the  South  Branch ;  they 
are  evidently  not  the  kind  to  establish  records  of 
that  sort.  I  would  like  to  know  what  our  Scotch 
friend's  record  would  have  been  had  he  been  camped 
on  the  South  Branch  for  two  weeks.  Any  account 
of  a  very  large  catch  of  fish  in  Newfoundland  may 
be  exaggerated,  but  not  absurd,  as  the  fish  are  so 
plentiful  that  a  record  may  run  from  three  to 
three  hundred.  It  is  only  a  question  of  the  man, 
time  and  place. 

"  I  agree  with  Mr.  Crane  in  what  he  says  of  the 
Humber,  as  to  i^s  beauty.  The  salmon  must  have 
been  plentiful  there  when  he  sometimes  saw  six  at 
a  time  jumping  the  falls.  He  had  only  fairly  good 
sport  here  because  the  conditions  were  bad.  Well, 
that  is  the  fisherman's  luck.  General  Dashwood 
struck  the  same  river  three  years  ago,  and  the  con- 
ditions must  have  been  all  right,  for  he  captured 
over  300  salmon  for  his  own  rod,  and  saved  them 
and  presented  them  to  his  guides.  Mr.  W.  K. 
Warren,  Solicitor,  St.  John's,  and  two  other  gentle- 
men were  there  last  season,  and  got  seventy-seven 
salmon  in  two  or  three  days,  and  lost  as  many  more 
nearly.  Mr.  Crane  reports  a  Mr.  Hogan  as  getting 
a  30-pounder,  and  Mr.  PfeifEer,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
a  23-pounder.  He  also  reports  catches  of  salmon 
from  101b.  to  171b.,  and  lots  of  trout  up  to  41b.  I 
agree  with  him  that  this  is  good  fishing. 

"  And  now  comes  the  crux  of  the  whole  article. 
Mr.  Crane  cannot  swallow  the  report  that  one  man 
took  sixty  salmon  in  one  day.  Here  is  the  item  as 
I  culled  it  from  a  local  paper :  '  Mr.  Oonrad,  of 
Halifax,  reports  that  a  few  days  ago  an  American 
angler  on  the  West  Coast  made  a  record  between 
daylight  and  dark  by  catching  sixty  salmon, 
ranging  from  lOlb.  to  r2lb.' 

"  I  may  say  right  here  that  I  gave  the  item  for 
what  it  was  worth.  It  may  or  may  not  be  an 
exaggeration.  I  did  not  trouble  to  verify  it ;  but 
if  Mr.  Crane  is  anxious  to  know  the  truth,  I'll 
make  the  necessary  inquiries.  But  the  result  will 
not  be  known  for  some  time,  as  I  go  to-morrow 
with  the  Supreme  Court  on  circuit,  and  will  be 
absent  for  about  three  weeks. 

"  I  do  not  assume  any  responsibility  for  the 
clippings  and  reports  that  I  send.  I  take  them 
and  send  them  for  what  they  are  worth.  They  are 
the  usual  reports  that  come  in  daily  from  the 
various  anglers'  resorts,  and  are  published  in  the 
local  papers.  They  interest  me,  and  I  imagine  they 
interest  others.  I  have  no  interest  whatever  in 
deceiving  anglers,  and  no  statement  made  by  me 
in  Forest  and  Stream  has  ever  been  questioned. 
Mr.  Crane  does  not  question  my  veracity,  and  I  am 
sure  he'll  take  Mr.  Conrad's  statement  (not  mine) 
as  I  take  it,  as  an  interesting  item  for  stay-at-home 
jinglers.  With  Mr.  Crane,  I  regret  '  that  salmon 
do  not  mn  the  year  around,  and  that  I  do  not  live 
on  the  river.' 

"  It  comes  like  a  dream  to  me,  that  I  read  in 
Forest  and  Stream,  not  many  moons  ago,  the 
yearning  of  another  angler,  who  was  apostro- 
phising the  Humber,  Like  Mr.  Crane,  he  waxed 
enthusiastic;  but  like  Mr.  Silas  Wegg,  he  burst 
into  poetry,  and  warbled  thusly: 
"  Were  it  given  me  my  fate  to  shape,  ere  nearing 
life's  release, 

On  thy  pleasant  elopes,  fair  Humber,  my  abid- 
ing place  I'd  set ; 
And  in  Nature's  sweet  communion  I  would  seek 
content  and  peace, 

By  all  the  world  forgotten,  I  would  all  the 
world  forget." 

— W.  J.  Cakroll,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


LA.DIES'  SEA-ANGLING  COMPETI- 
TION AT  DEAL. 


It  seems  strange  that  among  the  many  sea- 
angling  competitions  which  are  being,  and  are  to 
be,  held  at  various  places  around  the  coast,  until 
the  present  none  had  been  held  "for  ladies  only." 


The  weather  of  Thursday,  Oct.  4,  the  day  of 
the  competition,  Was  perfect,  and  all  day  long  the 
pier  was  crowded  by  the  competitors  and  their 
friends.  The  arrangements  M'ere  excellent  all 
round,  nothing  was  forgotten,  even  to  the 
welcome  cup  of  afternoon  tea,  the  provision 
of  which  showed  that  no  "mere  man"  had 
engineered  the  show.    The  competition  was  carried 
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General  View  op  the  CoMrKTiTiON. 


[Chas.  Uussey. 


The  happy  thought  occurred  to  Mrs.  P.  C.  Edgar, 
the  wife  of  the  chairman  of  the  Deal  and  Walmer 
Angling  Association,  herself  an  enthusiastic  sea 
fisher,  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  the  promptitude 
with  which  the  idea  caught  on  and  the  number  of 
entries  proved  at  once,  if  proof  indeed  be  necessary, 
how  exceedingly  popular  sea  angling  is  with  the  fair 
sex.  Had  the  competition  been  more  widely  adver- 


out  strictly  on  B.S.A.S.  lines.  A  competent  staff 
of  judges  and  stewards  was  on  duty  all  day  to 
render  any  assistance  required,  and  to  see  the  rules 
were  complied  with.  To  the  pleasure  of  all  every- 
thing passed  off  without  a  hitch  of  any  kind.  The 
results  were :  First  prize — a  silver-gilt  hand  mirror, 
presented  by  Mrs.  Allison  Wolff  for  the  greatest 
weight  of  sizeable  fish,  won  by  Miss  Amy  Puokridge  ; 
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Thbee  Well-known  Lady  Sea  Anglebs. 


[Chas.  Uussey. 


(Reading  from  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Hiissey,  Miss  Allison-Wolff  [winner  of  the  B.S.A.S.  Open  Pier  Competition  and 
Kose  Bowl,  1905],  and  Mrs.  Percy  C-  Edgar,  promoter  of  the  competition.) 


tised  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  even  Deal  Pier, 
long  and  wide  and  commodious  as  it  is,  would  not 
have  had  room  enough  for  all  the  fair  contestants. 
Mrs.  Edgar  worked  long  and  hard  to  make  the 
affair  a  success,  and  her  amiable  efforts  were 
attended  by  the  happiest  results,  except  in  one 
regard,  sport  was  slow,  and  that  was  beyond 
human  control. 


second  prize,  two  silver-mounted  perfume  bottles 
in  case,  presented  by  Mr.  Albert  Tebbutt,  for  the 
heaviest  cod  or  codling,  won  by  Mrs.  Owens  ;  third 
prize,  a  pair  of  cut-glass  and  silver  vases,  presented 
by  Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  for  the  three  heaviest  whiting 
or  the  second  heaviest  weight  of  sizeable  fish,  won 
by  Mrs.  Edgar.  The  winner  desired  to  pass  this 
prize  on  to  the  next,  but  popular  opinion  was 
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against  IherA'  Fourth  prize,  a  motor  scarf ,  presented 
by'Mrs.  iGus  Elen,  for  the  smallest  weight  of  sizeable 
fish,  woniiby-Miss^Cunnington.  The  prizes  were 
presented  to  the  successful  competitors  by  the 
Mayor  of  Deal,  who  made  an  able,  pithy,  and 
jocular  speech,  in  praise  of  sea  angling  generally, 
and  Deal  sea  angling  in  particular.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  his  worship  for  presiding  and  to  Mrs. 
Edgar  for  organising  this  the  first  ladies'  sea 
angling  competition  held  on  the  south  coast  con- 
cluded this  most  successful  day's  proceedings. 

C.  H. 


MR.  FRED.  G.  SHAW'S  SCHOOL  OF 
SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  CASTING. 


Mb.  Shaw  is  back  in  town  now,  and  has  resumed 
his  course  of  lessons  in  salmon  and  trout  fly 
casting.  We  are  glad  to  hear  that  his  "  Science  of 
Dry-fly  Fishing edition  of  2000  is  nearly'  sold 
out,  and  a  new  edition  is  in  preparation. 


HOW  TO  CATCH  FISH. 
By  an  Expert. 


The  gentle  art  of  angling  for  coarse  fish  has 
been  described  by  many  authors,  each  of  whom 
professes  to  teach  the  elementary  details  of  fishing, 
but  not  one  of  whom  has  disclosed  the  secret  of 
"How  to  Catch  Fish." 

They  are  unanimous  as  regards  the  necessity  of 
having  a  rod,  but  they  difier  about  the  length  and 
the  nature  of  the  material,  when,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  any  stick  will  do  provided  it  is  strong  enough 
to  hold  a  fish,  light  enough  not  to  tire  one's  arm, 
and  long  enough  to  enable  the  line  to  be  lifted  out 
of  the  water.  It  is  a  good  plan  to  buy  a  second- 
hand one  bscause  fellow  anglers — men  of  obser- 
vation— will  immediately  recognise  the  owner  must 
be  a  man  of  considerable  experience. 

A  line  is  another  necessity,  and  it  is  universally 
recommended  that  the  finer  the  line  the  better. 
No  greater  mistake  was  ever  made,  for  do  you 
ever  come  across  an  honest  angler  who  has  not 
every  day  lost  a  magnificent  fish  by  the  breaking 
of  the  line. 

If  the  fish  are  oS  the  feed — the  usual  excuse 
when  you  do  not  catch  fish — a  fine  line  has  no 
advantage  over  a  coarse  one ;  but  if  the  fish  are 
on  the  feed  they  do  not  stop  to  consider  such  a 
trifle  as  the  thickness  of  the  gut. 

As  regards  the  hook  the  greatest  attention 
should  be  paid  to  this  detail.  There  are  at  least 
twenty  different  sized  hooks.  Choose  an  average, 
say  an  eight  or  nine,  which  will  hold  any  sized  fish 
you  may  happen  to  catch,  for  the  expert  angler 
takes  whatever  fish  comes  to  his  bait.  Change  the 
hooks  frequently,  and  certainly  never  use  the  same 
hook  on  a  second  day,  the  point  is  sure  to  be 
blunted,  besides  they  are  cheap  enough. 

Any  shaped  float  does,  but  it  must  be  light 
enough  to  go  under  with  the  most  gentle  touch. 
If  the  stream  is  strong,  a  slice  off  a  beer-bottle 
cork  answers  admirably. 

Now  you  are  ready  to  catch  fish. 

Some  fish  are  early  risers,  and  are  said  to  feed 
only  in  the  small  hours  of  the  morning.  Those 
are  not  the  fish  to  catch.  Fancy  getting  up  as 
some  men  do  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  disturbing 
the  slumbers  of  the  other  fellows,  and  then 
returning  without  any  fish !  A  man  is  a  fool  who 
does  that ;  he  loses  his  own  rest,  he  upsets  his 
temper,  and  he  is  quite  unfit  to  catch  fish  for  at 
least  twenty-four  hours. 

The  way  to  catch  fish  is  to  do  everything  leisurely, 
and  not  to  be  too  anxious  about  results.  Breakfast 
at  a  decent  hour,  read  the  newspapers,  and  answer 
your  correspondence,  unless  you  have  taken  the 
wise  precaution  to  have  forgotten  to  give  your 
address.  Saunter  down  to  the  boat-house,  have  a 
chat  with  the  boatman,  from  whom  you  will  gain 
many  valuable  hints,  examine  your  luncheon  basket 
(for  it  is  most  disappointing  to  find,  after  rowing  a 
mile  or  so,  that  you  have  come  out  without  any 
beer),  and  then  slowly  row  up  or  down  stream. 

If  it  be  a  week-end  day  most  of  the  good  and 
well-known  swims  will  be  appropriated.  Do  not 
grumble,  but  cheerily  inquire  of  the  anglers,  what 
luck !  If  good,  make  a  mental  note  of  the  spot  for 
a  future  visit  on  one  of  the  off  days,  when  you  will 
find  the  swim  well  ground-baited  by  your  prede- 
cessor. If  the  luck  has  been  bad,  sympathise  with 
them  and  declare  the  wind  is  in  the  wrong  direction, 


or'thatlthe'water-iaitoo  clear.  They  will  like  you 
all  the  better  for  your  cheery  remarks. 

As  all  the  swims  are  occupied,  choose  a  nice 
shady  spot  if  the  sun  is  hot,  throw  in  a  couple  of 
balls  of  groimd-bait,  put  out  your  lines,  baiting  each 
hook  with  a  different  bait,  and  let  the  rods  rest  on 
the  boat.  Then  have  a  drink — do  not  be  super- 
stitious— hght  your  pipe,  and  look  at  the  scenery. 
Never  mind  about  the  fish.  Probably  you  will  have 
a'Jbite,  perhaps  two,  then  it  is  time  to  begin  to 
fish.  If  you  do  not  get  a  bite  within  half  an  hour, 
move  along  and  have  a  look  at  some  fresh  scenery. 
The  fish  must  be  somewhere,  and  if  they  are  not 
in  one  place  they  must  be  in  another.  You  may 
have  to  move  half  a  dozen  times,  but  no  matter, 
you  are  having  a  good  day's  outing.  Sure  enough 
you  will  find  a  spot  sooner  or  later. 

If,  however,  luck  is  dead  against  you — and  even 
an  expert  fails  sometimes — try  for  a  jack  with  a 
live  bait.  Do  not  throw  your  line  in  and  put  your 
rod  down,  but  fish  with  it,  as  if  the  live  bait  were 
boiled  wheat  or  a  worm.  There  is  a  satisfaction 
in  knowing  you  have  a  fish  at  the  end  of  your 
line,  and  should  a  perch  take  it  instead  of  a  jack 
you  will  not  have  much  reason  to  complain. 

Return  home  fairly  early,  await  the  return  of 
your  brother  anglers,  note  what  they  have  done, 
recall  the  spots  where  you  saw  them  fishing,  in- 
quire how  long  they  are  going  to  stay,  and  if  they 
are  leaving  by  the  night  train  select  their  swim  on 
the  following  day. 

Fishing  is  a  matter  of  observation ;  keep  your 
eyes  open,  your  head  clear,  and  you  are  sure  to 
catch  fish. 


EODS:  A  WET-FLY  FISHER'S 
VIEWS. 


YoTj  may  whisper  all  the  longings 

That  human  heart  can  wish. 
But  give  me,  straight  or  crooked. 

The  Rod  that  kills  the  fish. 

Greenheart  has  killed  its  thousands. 

And  other  woods  have  slain 
Their  share  of  trout  and  salmon. 

And  doubtless  shall  again. 

When  *Baillie  fished  the  Gala, 

His  Rod  a  hazel-wand. 
He  had  the  higher  knowledge 

Of  head — as  well  as  hand. 

He  knew  where  trout  were  lying. 

And,  reading  Nature's  book, 
Was  gifted  with  the  Instinct 

Which  taught  him  where  to  look. 

He  knew  how  to  interpret 

The  changes  of  the  year. 
The  how  and  why  of  every  fly 

Before  it  did  appear. 

(And  yet,  as  I  have  told  you. 

He  used  a  hazel-wand:) 
What  fisher  could  excel  him  ? 

Not  one,  in  all  the  land  I 

Who,  when  he  views  a  picture 
By  someone  known  to  Fame 

Thinks  nothing  of  the  Painting 
And  praises  high — the  Frame. 

When  skilled  musicians  charm  us 
With  chords,  by  angels  sent, 

Who  but  the  Vendor  would  dilate 
Upon  the  "  Instrument." 

Give  me  the  Heav'n-born  Angler, 
True  Lord  of  loch  and  stream. 

Whose  Rod  you'd  scorn  to  handle. 
But  whose  casting  is — "a  dream." 

Behold  that  expert  fishing  ! 

And  say — if  it  sounds  odd 
When  the  onlooker's  raptures 

Are  lavished  on — his  Rod  ? 

I  don't  blame  him  who  places 
His  ''split-cane,"  in  the  van; 

But  I  venture  to  hint,  gently. 
There  is  something  in — the  Man! 

E.  M.  Tod. 

*  Stewart,  in  his  "  Practical  Angler,"  mentions 
James  Baillie  in  very  laudatory  terms.  See  his 
famous  work. — E.  M.  T. 


FISHING  THE  THAMES  AT 
BATTERSEA  AND  CHELSEA. 


"  Are  any  fish  to  be  caught  in  the  tidal  portion 
of  the  Thames  off  Battersea,  Chelsea,  or  Wands- 
worth ? " 

The  above  question  has  been  put  to  mo  by 
innumerable  people,  both  anglers  and  non-anglers. 

My  reply  has  always  been  that  it  was  probable, 
but  as  I  had  never  fished  there  I  could  not  swear 
to  it.  The  opinion  was  simply  guesswork.  Cer- 
tainly I  had  heard  of  the  tideway  netsmen  getting 
roach  and  dace  in  days  gone  by,  but  very  little 
netting  has  been  done  of  late.  I  had  also  heard  of 
roach  being  caught  as  far  down  as  the  Commercial 
Docks.  Boys  had  also  been  said  to  have  caught 
roach — small  ones — and  dace  at  Barking  Creek,  and 
at  Putney,  where,  of  course,  at  low  tide  the  water 
is  clearer,  boys  had  had  roach.  This,  and  similar 
hearsay,  was  all  the  evidence  I  could  obtain. 

Now  that  we  hear  so  much  about  the  "purer" 
Thames,  and  thinking  that  the  Thames  Salmon 
Association  would  be  glad  of  evidence  that  coarse 
fish  were  to  be  caught  so  far  down  as  Battersea, 
and  also  being  aware  that  a  large  number  ol 
people  were  interested  in  the  matter,  I  ventured, 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  jeered  at  from  people  on 
the  Embankment,  and  being  the  objective  of  dead 
cats  or  tin  cans,  to  accept  the  offer  of  my  friend 
Mr.  G.  M.  Dibdin  (who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society)  to  try  the  experi- 
ment, in  the  hope  that  it  would  result  in  learning 
something  useful. 

Monday  last  was  the  chosen  day.  We  had  not 
had  much  rain  to  rob  us  of  all  possible  chances, 
and  Mr.  Dibdin  wrote:  "I  have  searched  for  an 
intelligent  waterman,  and  was  happy  to  find  one 
— Mr.  Cole,  of  Cremome-road,  Chelsea.  He  will 
meet  us  with  boat  at  the  Middlesex  end  of  Batter- 
sea Bridge  at  10  a.m.  Tide  will  suit  to  fish  hoth 
ways."  We  kept  the  appointment  with  the  boat- 
man, who  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  affair  with 
great  enthusiasm.  He  is  a  licensed  waterman, 
having  served  his  apprenticeship,  and  so  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father.  He  knew  all  the 
shallows  and  deeps,  the  gravel,  sand,  mud,  and 
currents.  In  fact,  he  knew  the  most  likely  places 
to  find  any  fish.  He  told  us  that  around  the  steps 
at  Battersea  only  that  morning  he  had,  at  high 
tide,  seen  a  few  dace  and  roach. 

We  put  our  rods  together  ready  for  the  exploit. 
On  board  were  six  loaves  and  plenty  of  bran  for 
ground-bait,  with  clay  to  sink  it.  For  baiting  we 
had  small  red  worms,  marsh  and  lob  worms, 
gentles,  paste,  and  bread-crust.  The  boat  was  a 
good  one,  and  easy  to  row.  We  put  off,  passed 
down  on  the  tide  below  the  Albert  Bridge,  and 
anchored  on  a  gravelly  bottom  along  by  Battersea 
Park.  The  water  looked  very  thick,  but  as  the 
tide  was  running  out  there  was  the  possibility  of 
an  improvement.  A  small  crowd  gathered  along 
the  pa.rk  railings,  and  watched  the  proceedings, 
apparently  with  much  interest.  Plenty  of  ground- 
bait  was  put  in  to  attract  any  fish,  and  there  was 
about  3pt.  of  water,  which  gradually  dropped 
away  to  2ift.  My  comrade,  Mr.  Dibdin,  tried 
float-fishing  with  a  small  marsh-worm — at  first 
just  clear  of  the  bottom,  then  a  small  worm 
just  trailing  on  the  bottom,  and  then  float-ledger- 
ing.  I  tried  the  same  method,  but  iised  gentles 
and  then  paste  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  dace. 
In  addition  I  also  had  out  a  ledger -line, 
baited  with  a  well-scoured  "lob,"  in  the  hope 
of  attracting  an  eel.  We  fished  our  best  for  an 
hour  in  brilliant  sunshine  and  with  scarcely  a 
ripple  on  the  surface,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  A  bit 
of  straw  floating  under  the  water  would  now  and 
again  raise  the  hopes  of  my  enthusiastic  comrade. 
But  there  were  no  fish.  We  held  a  council  of  war, 
and  concluded  it  best  to  row  upstream  to  meet,  if 
possible,  clearer  water.  Passing  under  the  Albert 
Bridge  we  found  a  sheltered  eddy  before  reaching 
Battersea  Bridge.  Same  proceedings,  same  result. 
Passing  on  under  Battersea  Bridge  we  found  that 
the  wind  was  springing  up,  making  the  water  rather 
rough,  but  we  discovered  an  ideal-looking  piece  of 
water.  The  bed  of  the  river  was  showing  up 
ahead  of  iis  and  causing  a  splendid  eddy,  and  the 
bottom  was  sand  and  gravel,  the  former  pre- 
dominating. Hosts  of  pigeons  and  a  pair  of  swans 
were  on  the  shore  feeding,  we  thought,  on  the 
small  bloodworms  which  were  to  be  seen  along  the 
edge  of  the  water.  In  fact,  it  was  whilst  fishing 
here  I  hooked  up  a  cluster  of  these  tiny  red 
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morsels,  which  w.as  considered  indicative  of  sport 
by  our  boatman,  who  beheved  fresh  or  even  flat  fish 
would  congregate  there.  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
these  red  worms  are  not  the  real  bloodworms  that 
we  fish  with,  but  am  no  authority  as  to  that  point. 
An>-way,  we  had  no  bloodworms  to  give  a  trial 
•with.  WTiilst  fishing  here  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
no  doubt,  shouted.  "You'll  never  do  any  good 
if  you  stay  there  till  Christmas.  No  fish  have 
been  caught  there  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  You 
ought  to  go  to  Richmond.  Why,  even  Putney  is  no 
good."  Christmas  seemed  a  long  way  off,  and  we 
had  no  intention  of  staying  till  then,  but  he  was 
right — we  caught  no  fish. 

A  pohce  launch  steamed  up  to  see  if  we  were 
culprits  offending  against  law  and  order.  The 
mspector's  face  was  hard  and  cold  to  look  on,^  and 
as  he  never  spoke,  but  turned  the  launch  back,  I 
cannot  tell  M'hat  he  reallv  thought,  but  can  fairly 
well  guess.  Waving  adieu  to  the  crowd  on  the 
bridge  who  had  been  watching,  we  rowed  across 
the  river  to  that  large  bank  of  gravel  and  stones 
which  lies  in  front  of  the  Chelsea  Electric  Generating 
Works.  The  water  was  clearing  a  httle,  but  there 
was  no  eddy,  only  a  steady  stream.  The  tide  was 
gettmg  very  low,  and  after  half  an  hour's  fishing 
there  was  a  decided  difference  in  the  water.  It 
was  similar  to  what  the  up-river  sections  would  be 
after  a  flood  had  begun  to  clear-.  We  could  see 
any  object  7in.  or  gin.  below  the  surface,  and  our 
hopes  rose.  We  yet  might  succeed.  The  heavy 
salt  water  had  given  way  to  up-river  water, 
though,  of  course,  it  was  still  brackish. 

Well,  just  as  we  were  anticipating  the  best  of 
things  the  floats  began  to  come  back  to  us— the 
tide  had  turned !  Away  to  Wandle  Creek,  where 
that  once  lovely  trout  stream  joins  the  Thames, 
we  rowed  and  got  comfortably  fixed  up  about 
five  or  eight  yards  from  the  mouth.  Except  for  float- 
ing leaves  which  circled  in  the  eddy,  the  water  was 
fairly  clean.  Very  little  stream  was  m  evidence,  so 
we  used  light  tackle.  The  ledger  was  also  put  out. 
And  60  we  fished  till  the  tide  rose  and  over- 
whelmed the  lower  banks  on  both  sides,  and  then 
there  were  indications  of  rain.  We  packed  up 
after  seven  hours'  fishing,  and  had  never  had  a 
bite.   After  landing  at  Putney  rain  fell  in  torrents ! 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


THE  BRAIZE, 
BECKER,  &c. 

(Pagrus  vulgaris.) 


OR 


[FaOM     THE     EEVISED     EDITION     OP     "  Thb  SeA- 
FlSHEBMAU,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  260.) 

This  fish  is  blue  on  the  back,  the  sides  are  bright 
and  silvery  when  first  taken  out  of  the  water,  but 
they  turn  almost  black  in  death.  It  takes  mussels, 
ragworms,  and  lugs,  also  a  shp  of  mackerel,  pilchard' 
or  herring,  and  is  often  caught  when  pout-fishing 
on  the  ground  lines,  but  never  in  very  considerable 
numbers,  as  it  is  not  a  plentiful  fish  on  our  coasts. 

I  have  frequently  retaken  them  when  at  the 
pouting  ground  by  throwing  •ut  a  drift-line  without 
any  lead,  and  baiting  with  a  fresh  mussel  or  shp  of 
any  fresh  fish. 

If  hooked  on  fine  gear,  the  line  must  be  carefully 
handled,  as  it  is  a  very  strong  fish,  and  struggles 
to  escape  with  a  succession  of  sharp  jerks.  Its 
flesh  is  better  flavoured  than  that  of  the  orclinary 
sea-bream,  and  if  stuffed,  baked,  and  basted  with 
a  httle  butter  or  beef  gravy,  will  be  found  really 
excellent.  There  are  other  varieties  of  the  Sparidce, 
or  bream  family,  but  which  have  no  special  means 
of  capture  in  our  seas.  They  will  be  found  in  Mr. 
Couch's  voluminous  work  on  British  fishes,  Dr. 
Day's  book,  and  in  the  works  by  more  ancient 
authors. 

The  Garfish,  or  Long'-Nose, 

{Belone  vulgaris.) 

The  garfish,  long-nose,  snipe-eel,  or  sea-needle, 
has  a  very  long  slender  body,  and  a  bill  like  a 
snipe  or  woodcock,  studded  with  small  sharp  teeth  ; 
it  varies  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  in  length. 

This  fish  is  usually  taken  in  nets,  and  frequently 
accompanies  the  shoals  of  mackerel,  but  it  may  be 
taken  by  a  light  drift-line  in  a  tideway  or  under 
sail,  with  a  small-sized  mackerel-hook,  and  a  slip  of 
any  shining  fish  as  bait,  with  or  without  a,  rag- 
worm  on  the  point  of  the  hook. 


The  best  lines  for  this  sport  are  the  horsehair 
lines  without  lead,  which,  to  take  garfish,  must 
bo  handled  in  a  peculiar  manner.  From  their 
beak-like  form  of  mouth  they  cannot  take  a  bait 
quickly  like  other  fish  ;  when,  therefore,  you  per- 
ceive a  bite,  give  two  or  three  yards  of  line,  to  enable 
the  fish  to  get  the  hook  well  within  its  mouth,  then 
strike  with  a  smart  jerk,  and  you  will  generally  be 
successful.  It  has  somewhat  of  a  mackerel  flavour, 
but  is  of  a  much  stronger  taste,  yet,  if  cut  in  4in.' 
lengths,  nicely  fried,  and  the  green  bones  removed 
before  bemg  sent  to  table,  is  by  no  means  an 
unpalatable  fish.  It  is  useful  as  bait  for  whiting, 
tm-bot,  or  conger. 

They  are  of  a  very  .sportive  nature,  and  may  often 
be  seen  leaping  out  of  the  water  in  rapid  succession  ; 
in  fact,  so  fond  are  they  of  this,  that  the  fishermen 
frequently  throw  into  the  sea  a  small  spar  or  sprit, 
for,  if  there  are  any  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  are 
almost  certain  to  be  attracted,  and  commence 
throwing  themselves  over  it,  thus  betraying  their 
locality.  In  France  and  the  Channel  Islands  it  is 
known  as  the  Orphie.  The  angling  rod  may  be 
used  for  this  fish. 

The  Red  Mullet. 

( 31  nil  us  surm  ulct  us.) 
These  fish  have  always  been  held  in  great  repute 
both  by  the  ancients  and  moderns,  and  are  taken 


excellent  fish.  It  is,  however,  a  net  to  which 
nothing  comes  amiss,  and  will  catch  crabs  and 
lobsters,  crayfish,  soles,  plaice,  or  whiting-pollack, 
etc.,  m  fact,  everything  with  equal  facility.  {See 
illustration.) 

The  Gurnard  or  Gurnet. 

(Trigla  cuculus.) 
The  gurnards,  so  called  from  the  grunting  sound 
which  they  emit  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  are 
inconceivably  numerous  round  the  coast  of  Great 
Britaui,  and  in  the  Bristol  Channel  the  water  is 
sometimes  quite  aUve  with  them,  as  well  as  on  the 
Irish  coast. 

Great  numbers  are  taken  with  the  trawl-net  as 
well  as  by  hook  and  line.  Wlien  fishing  for  whiting 
they  are  frequently  hooked,  and  occasionally  also 
the  sapphirine  gurnard  (Trigla  hirundo),  provin- 
cially  known  as  the  piper  or  tub,  which  reaches  to 
the  length  of  2ft.  and  to  41b.  or  51b.,  or  an  even 
gi-eater  weight.  This  large  variety  makes  an  excel- 
lent dish  when  stuffed  with  veal  stuffing,  and  baked 
with  gravy  or  butter.  The  grey  gurnard  (Gurnardua 
griseus)  is  usually  smaller  than  the  red,  and  is  often 
caught  when  sailing  for  mackerel,  particularly  when 
the  wind  falls  light  and  the  lines  sink  more  deeply 
in  the  water.  The  two  smaller  varieties  of  gurnards 
are  much  used  by  the  fishermen  as  baits  for  crabs, 
lobsters,  crayfish,  and  prawns. 


Side  View  of  Teammel  Net, 


both  in  the  trawl,  seine,  and  trammel  net,  but  more 
particularly  in  the  last  mentioned  ;  they  are  sent 
generally  to  the  London  and  other  distant  markets, 
as  they  commonly  fetch  too  high  a  price  for  ordinary 
consumption. 

A  few  are  occasionally  caught  by  hook  and  line 
or  a  trot,  the  bait  ragworms  or  a  piece  of  the  large 
flat  worm  found  by  digging  under  rocks  at  very 
low  tides,  commonly  known  where  it  is  found  as 
varm  or  sea  tapeworm.  The  red  mullet  appears  to 
attain  a  larger  size  on  the  French  than  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Channel,  which  is  also  the  case 
with  the  atherino  or  sand-smelt.  A  piece  of  cab- 
bage stump  boiled  in  gi-easy  water  has  been  found  a 
very  effective  bait. 

They  are  in  better  season  and  greater  abundance 
from  July  until  the  end  of  November  than  at  other 
times  of  the  year,  and  as  soon  in  the  autumn  as 
the  weather  becomes  sufficiently  cool,  numbers  are 
sent  from  Guernsey  to  Billingsgate.  With  hook  and 
line  they  can  occasionally  be  taken  from  a  pier, 
with  a  revolving  chopstick  line,  having  a  lead 
plummet  at  the  end  from  Jib.  to  1  lb.  in  weight, 
according  to  the  tide.  Hook  No.  3,  Kirby°  or 
Limerick,  or  No.  14  round  bend  sea -pattern. 
They  should  be  tied  on  7in.  double  or  best 
single  salmon  gut.  Tl:^ree  wire  or  whalebone  chop- 
sticks 4Ain.  long— in  fact,  the  improved  Ports- 
mouth rig.  During  the  year  1867.  fifty-eight  were 
taken  by  one  indi  viduaf  f l  om  Guernsey  Pier,  five 
being  the  greatest  number  in  one  day.  They  have 
sometimes  fallen  to  the  angling  rod. 

Whilst  atherine  fishing  in  any  of  the  harbours  of 
the  West  of  England  you  may  chance  to  catch  a 
red  mullet.  Many  yachts  take  a  trammel  net  as 
part  of  their  outfit,  principally  for  the  sake  of  this 


All  the  varieties  of'gumards  have"a  square  form  of 
head,  the  projections  of  which  are  of  sharp  ragged 
bone  ;  these,  together  with  the  back  fin,  must  be 
guarded  against  in  unhooking  them. 

The  gurnards  take  "well  all  the  baits  used  for 
whiting  and  mackerel,  including  flies  and  spinners. 
(To  he  continued.) 


NEW  YORK  FLY  AND  BAIT 
CASTING  TOUENAMENT. 


RULES  AND  PROGRAMME 
of  the^first  annual  fly  and  bait  casting  tournament 
held  by  the  Angler's  Club  of  New  York  at  Central 
Park,  New   York  City,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
Oct.  12  and  13,  1906. 

General  Rules  Governing  all  Contests. 

Rule  1.  All  contests  shall  be  governed  by  two 
judges  and  a  referee.  In  case  of  disagreement  the 
referee  shall  decide. 

Rule  2.  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  any 
contest,  except  contests  "  open  to  all,"  who  has 
ever  taught  casting  for  pay ;  fished  for  a  living ; 
been  a  guide,  or  who  has  been  engaged  in  either 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  fishing  tackle. 

Rule  3.  All  persons  competing  shall  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  $1.00  for  each  event. 

Rule  4.  The  order  in  which  the  contestants  shall 
cast  shall  be  determined  by  lot.  The  contestants 
must  be  ready  to  cast  when  called  upon  by  the 
judges.  Entries  may  be  made  any  time  before  the 
beginning  of  a  contest,  but  if  made  after  lots  have 
been  drawn  for  place  such  entrants  must  take 
precedence,  except  with  consent  of  all  contestants 
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that  new  lots  be  drawn.  Places  cannot  be  ex- 
changed without  the  consent  of  all  contestants. 

Rule  5.  The  leader  and  fly  or  lure  in  each  con- 
test must  be  intact  at  the  time  of  record  by  the 
judges,  and  the  length  and  weight  of  the  rod  must 
be  recorded. 

Rule  6.  Arrangements  shall  be  made  by  the 
judges  to  accurately  determine  the  point  at  which 
the  fly  or  lure  falls. 

Rule  7.  Contests  shall  be  called  promptly  at 
time  fixed  for  each  event. 

Rule  8.  After  the  contestant  has  taken  his  place 
on  the  stand,  which  is  a  platform  not  more  than 
eighteen  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  his 
time  shall  be  counted  from  the  moment  he  says 
"ready,"  and  the  first  cast  thereafter  shall  count. 
The  longest  cast  during  the  eight  minutes  succeed- 
ing the  word  "  ready '.'  shall  be  taken  as  his  record 
for  distance. 

Rule  9.  The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and 
no  rod  shall  exceed  eleven  and  one-half  (llj)feet 
in  length,  excepting  when  otherwise  specified.  The 
line  must  not  be  weighted. 

Rule  10.  The  barb  and  point  must  be  removed 
from  all  hooks. 

Rule  11.  Trout  flies  on  hooks  no  smaller  than 
No.  12,  old  scale,  shall  be  used,  unless  otherwise 
specified.  Leaders,  which  must  be  of  single  gat, 
shall  not  exceed  the  length  of  the  rod  by  more 
than  two  feet,  unless  otherwise  specified. 

Rule  12.  Time  will  be  allowed  in  case  of  accident, 
to  make  repairs,  at  the  discretion  of  the  judges. 

Rule  13.  The  switch  style  of  casting  will  not  be 
allowed  except  in  the  class  devoted  to  that  method. 

Rule  14.  All  difficulties  or  disputes  arising  and 
not  provided  for  in  these  rules  or  the  rules  govern- 
ing each  contest  shall  be  referred  to  the  judges, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

Rule  15.  When  the  method  of  casting  to  be  em- 
ployed is  specified  in  the  rules  governing  an  event, 
no  other  style  than  that  designated  will  be  allowed. 

Rule  16.  In  all  events  where  the  weight  of  the 
rod  is  limited,  an  allowance  of  three-quarters  of  an 
ounce  shall  be  made  for  the  solid  metal  reel  seat, 
and  three-quarters  of  an  ounce  for  an  independent 
handle,  providing  such  handle  and  butt  joint  of 
the  rod  are  each  made  with  the  usual  metal  ferrule 
and  the  rod,  exclusive  of  the  handle,  is  made  in 
three  pieces  joined  by  metal  ferrules. 

Rule  17.  Whenever  a  contest  combines  both 
distance  and  accuracy,  the  competition  for  accuracy 
shall  precede  that  for  distance. 

Rule  18.  The  standard  for  hooks  is  that  of 
Harrison's  Sproat,  regular  size,  old  scale. 

Rule  19.  Should  a  contestant  withdraw  fromi  an 
event  before  casting  the  full  time  or  score,  his  re- 
cord will  not  be  noted  unless  he  so  requests, 
providing  he  has  not  beaten  his  own  or  any 
previous  record. 

Oct.  12,  9.30  a.m.    First  event.    Open  to  all. 
Single-handed  Bait  Casting  Contest  for  Accuracy. 

Fifteen  casts  shall  be  made  overhead — five  at 
each  of  three  buoys,  60,  80,  and  100  feet  distant 
from  casting  point.  These  casts  to  be  made  with 
half-ounce  weight  to  be  furnished  by  the  com- 
mittee. For  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that 
the  weight  falls  from  the  buoy  cast  at,  a  demerit 
of  one  shall  be  counted,  the  sum  total  of  such 
demerits,  divided  by  fifteen,  shall  be  considered 
the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent,  de- 
ducted from  100  shall  constitute  the  percentage. 

Oct.  12,  1.30  p.m.    Second  event.    Open  to  all. 

Two-handed  Grilse  or  Salmon  Fly  Casting 
for  Distance. 
Rods  must  not  exceed  18  feet  in  length.    Fly  to 
be  furnished  by  the  committee. 

Oct.  12,  3.30  p.m.    Third  event. 

Single-handed  Bait  Casting  for  Distance. 
Open  only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  over 
100  feet  in  any  similar  contest.  Five  casts  shall 
be  made  overhead  with  half-ounce  weight  to  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.  The  longest  cast  to 
count.  Each  contestant  may  make  not  more  than 
three  trial  casts  before  casting  to  score.  No  limit 
to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast  must  be  made 
from  tree  running  reel.  Should  the  weight  fall 
outside  of  boundaries  the  cast  shall  count  but  will 
not  be  scored. 

Oct.  13,  9  a.m.    Fourth  event. 
Trout  Fly  Casting  Contest  for  Distance. 
Open  only  to  those  who  have  never  cast  more 
than  75  feet  in  any  single-hand  club  or  tournament 
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contest.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  im- 
restricted.  Ten  minutes  allowed  to  cast  fly  to 
greatest  possible  distance. 

Oct.  13,  11  a.m.    Fifth  event.    Open  to  all. 

Trout  Fly  Casting  Contest  for  Distance. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Oct.  13,  2  p.m.    Sixth  event.    Open  to  all. 
Single-handed  Bait  Casting  for  Distance. 
Conditions  governing  this  event  the  same  as 
third  event  except  that  it  is  "open  to  all." 

G.  M.  L.  La  Branche,  Chairman, 
Tournament  Committee, 
30,  Broad-street,  New  York  City. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Gekebal  Remarks. — Fishing  should 
considerably  improve  during  the  coming  week  if  the 
temperature  holds  steady,  as  the  rains  have  im- 
proved the  colour  of  the  water  and  given  us  a  Uttle 
more  stream.  Of  course  a  really  good  flush  would 
be  the  best  thing,  though  that  would  upset 
immediate  chances  of  sport.  Roach  fishing  is 
improving,  and  will  be  lively  to  do  so  right  on  to 
the  fag  end  of  the  season.  Mr.  Arthur  Hart,  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatoriah,  has  taken  one  of  these  of 
1  lb.  7oz. — a  very  fair  fish  for  this  time  of  year. 
In  addition,  he  had  twenty-four  barbel,  returning 
ten  to  the  river.  The  largest  fish  scaled  4ilb. 
Perch  fishing  will  soon  begm.  Teddington  and 
Marlow  have  fished  well  with  roach  and  barbel. 
Bream  fishing  seems  as  a  rule  to  be  falling  off.  If 
we  could  only  get  more  stream,  chub  fishing  should 
be  worth  following.  All  Thames  anglers  will  be 
plfeased  to  hear  of  the  success  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Smith, 
of  the  Woybridge  A.S.  Fishing  on  the  Hampshire 
Avon  at  Christchurch  he  landed  the  largest  chub 
on  record;  it  scaled  7lb.  6^oz.,  and  is  being  pre- 
served. Mr.  E.  J.  Walker's  fish  from  the  same 
locality,  which  held  the  championship  hiiherto, 
scaled  71b.  5oz.  It  would  be  a  fine  show  if  ths  brace 
of  champion  chub  could  be  put  in  one  case.  James 
Smith,  master  of  the  tug  Imperial,  was  summoned 
at  the  Spelthorne  Petty  Sessions  on  Monday 
for  interfering  with  the  gear  at  Molesey  Lock,  on 
Sept.  lO,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  lock- 
keeper,  contrary  to  bye-laws  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy. Thomas  Bass,  assistant  lock-keeper  at 
Molesey,  said  he  Jiad  admitted  two  craft  to  the 
lock,  and  they  were  tied  up.  Before  he  could  finish 
closing  the  lower  gates,  defendant  began  winding 
up  the  sluice  in  the  upper  gates,  although  requested 
to  leave  it  alone.  One  of  the  barges  was  carried 
against  the  sill  of  the  lock.  Defendant  said  he  had 
been  delayed  half  an  hour ;  but  Bass  de.iied  this, 
and  said  defendant  had  been  there  only  two  or 
three  minutes.  The  chairman :  But  if  yaw  were 
delayed  that  would  not  give  you  the  right  to 
interfere  with  the  lock.  Mr.  Glenshaw  (lor  the 
Conservancy)  said  that  if  there  was  undue  delay 
the  lock-keeper  could  be  reported.  Defendant  was 
fined  £1  including  costs. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Ueniey). — The  recent  rains  have  greatly 
increased  the  stream,  and  there  is  some  colour  in 
the  water  which,  however,  is  a  tint  for  the  roach 
angler,  several  nice  bags  of  which  have  been  caught, 
the  largest,  a  bag  of  11  lb.  with  fish  up  to  1  lb.,  taken 


by  Mosars.  Owen  and  Points,  fishinc;  with  G.  Smith 
at  Shiplake.  A  few  perch  and  small  jask  and  chub 
have  been  caught  by  local  anglers.  The  prospecti 
for  the  week-end  fishermen  are  again  promising. — 
SrANLEY  Mead. 

Thames  (Staines). — The  welcome  rain  has  made 
a  great  improvement  in  the  river.  Scores  of 
anglers  wore  down  on  Oct.  6  and  7.  Several  large 
roach  and  dace  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Canning 
landed  seven  barbel  on  Oct.  7.  Pike  have  beou 
giving  good  sport  at  the  Hook. — W.  G.  Langdon. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  is  in  good 
condition  after  the  rain,  roach  and  dace  feeding 
well.  Two  days  with  Mr.  Gro'snwood,  fourteen 
dozen  dace,  two  barbel,  one  jack,  4}lb.  Mr.  Tomlin- 
son  has  taken  a  ja-k  of  141b.  14oz.,  at  the  weir, 
spinning.  S.  McBride  and  Bishop  have  been  getting 
plenty  of  dace. — W.  MsBride,  professional. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  — Wednesday.  — The 
river  is  having  a  good  flushing  and  is  highly  coloured 
and  a  good  stream  is  running.  These  reaches  arc 
full  of  fish,  and  good  bags  have  been  the  order  of  the 
past  week.  I  hope  to  send  a  good  report  next  week 
as  ssveral  competitions  will  take  place  here.  I  am 
engaged  for  two  of  them.  The  heavy  traffic  on  the 
river  has  now  stopped,  and  the  leaves  are  beginning 
to  fall,  which  will  improve  the  fisliing  all  round, 
prospects  good. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (W  rays  bury).  —  We  have  had  a  lot 
more  rain  since  my  last  report,  but  not  much  of  it 
has  yet.got  into  the  river,  and  the  water  is  still  very 
clear.  If  any  more  falls  before  the  ground  dries  it 
should  put  some  colour  into  it.  Sport  has  been 
very  variable,  but  to-day  the  roach  were  feeding 
well,  and  I  had  a  nice  bag  of  fair  size  fish,  with  a 
few  very  fine  dace.  I  may  as  well  repeat  what  I 
have  before  said,  that  when  the  water  is  high  and 
coloured,  and  a  very  strong  stream  running,  it  is  the 
time  to  get  heavy  fish  about  here  in  the  lay-bys. — 
P.  Bbown. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — The  rain  of  the  past  few 
days  has  raised  the  water  very  much,  and  fishing  at 
present  is  out  of  the  question,  but  as  soon  as  it 
clears  a  bit  fishing  should  be  at  its  best. 
A  few  pike  and  roach  have  been  taken.  Mr.  L.  F. 
Harrison,  fishing  at  Avon  Tyrrell,  took  six  dozen 
roach  and  some  very  nice  perjh  up  to  21b.  6oz. 
Mr.  H.  Oddy  also  got  a  pike  of  101b.  on  the  Crown 
Hotel  water.  Mr.  Grant  Dalton  also  got  pike  up 
to  81b.— M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisbam  laooxa  (Waterbeaoh). — During  the 
week  we  have  had  the  long-welcomed  rains  with 
discoloured  water,  and  an  extra  rise  in  depth,  with 
a  strong  current.  Anglers  are  not  only  delighted, 
but  to  a  great  extent  are  resting  until  the  river  i.s 
settled  alter  heavy  rains.  One  day  bag.?  of  good 
roach  with  a  few  pike  were  had. — J ohn  O'George, 
Beche  Road,  Cambridge. 

Coquet. — There  was  an  unprecedented  run  of 
salmon  in  the  Coquet  on  Oct.  6  at  Felton.  In  one 
particular  pool  from  Felton  Bridge  to  Craig  End,  a 
distance  of  151)  yards,  some  hundreds  of  fish  could 
be  seen  rolling  and  splashing  all  day  long. — G. 

Dart  (Totnes  aud  Uissrioc^. — Rain  has  fallen 
very  heavily  during  the  past  week,  and  the  stream 
is  considerably  swollen.  Unfortunately  it  has  come 
too  late  to  be  of  aay  benefit  to  anglers,  as  the  sefison 
closed  on  Sept.  30.  However,  the  heavy  downpour 
will  clear  the  river  and  should  thereby  be  an 
advantage.  In  his  report  to  the  Board  of  Conser- 
vators Mr.  F.  G.  Richmond  states  :  "  A  point  to  bo 
noted  in  rivers  of  this  type  is  that  althougfi 
they  are  capable  of  producing  a  considerable  total 
weight  of  fish,  yet  the  individual  fish  are  of  small 
size,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  a  fish  approaching  half  a 
pound  or  so  in  size  shows  signs  of  being  in- 
sufficiently fed.  This  points  not  so  much  to  an 
absolute  absence  of  food  as  to  some  peculiarity  in 
its  distribution,  through  which  a  single  fish  of  ^Ib. 
cannot  procure  enough  ;  two  fish  of  |lb.  apiece,  hav- 
ing, I  imagine,  double  hunting  capacity,  are  able  to 
do  so.  It  would  not,  therefore,  always  follow  that 
because  fish  in  a  river  are  small  there  is,  therefore, 
not  food  for  more  of  them,  but  that,  however  few 
they  are,  they  are  not  likely  to  grow  much  over  a 
certain  size,  this  size  being  determinable  by  the 
food  accessible  to  a  single  fish  in  the  course  of  a 
year. ' '  — De  voni  an. 

llevonshire  Streams. — The  Taw,  Torridge,  and 
Lew  have  risen  very  much  as  the  result  of  the  rain. 
Salmon  and  peal  are  reported  to  be  fairly  plentiful, 
and  a  good  many  have  gone  up  to  the  higher 
waters.  The  Devonport  Water  Committee  have 
decided  to  place  500  treat  in  the  Crownhill  Reser- 
voir, and  500  are  to  be  taken  from  the  leal  and 
placed  in  the  same  stretch  of  water. — Devoni.v:^. 

ZSien  (Carlisle/. — After  such  a  long  spell  of  low 
wat^r  arise  of  3ft.  on  Oct.  6  was  most  welcome.  Six 
feet  would  have  suited  anglers  better,  so  as  to  draw 
the  salmon  up  to  the  upper  waters.  There  are  odd 
fish  showing  above  Wetheral,  but  the  bullc  of 
the  fish  seem  to  be  at  present  below  Carlisle. 
In  the  Cargo  water,  or^  Monday,  Mr.  T.  Robinson 
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liad  one,  171b.,  nnd  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one,  9lb.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Scott  killed  two  (11  lb.  and  21  lb.)  in 
the  same  wiiter.  and  lost  two  other  fish.  A  fine  lot 
are  showing  in  the  Solway,  and  if  we  pet  a  good 
spate  soon  there  should  be  some  good  sport  till  the 
end  of  tlie  season.  We  deserve  a  good  wind-vip,  for 
so  far  the  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one.— Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Unfortunately  the  continuance 
of  dry  weatlier  retards  sport  upon  this  ri\-er,  fishing 
being  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  ejtuary.  Owing 
to  the  lack  of  water  on  the  river  at  Ruswarp  very 
few  fish  ha\  e  ascended  to  the  higher  waters,  and  large 
numbers  await  more  favourable  conditions,  many 
fish  ,have  been  a-sisted  over  by  the  bailiffs. 
Prospects  upon  the  upper  reaches  are  poor.  The 
following  is  a  record  of  the  catches  to  hand  : — Mr. 
E.  W.  S.  Watson,  one  salmon  scaling  81b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Offord,  two,  weighing  101b.  and  151b.  ;  Capt.  Thead, 
one  weighing  51b.  ;  Capt.  Wood,  one  of  131b,  ;  Dr. 
Cover,  one  of  51b.  ;  Mr.  Stansfield,  one  of  41b.  ;  and 
Mr.  E.  G.  Johnson,  one  of  (ilb.  Sea  angling  ha?~ 
numerous  votaries,  and  some  fair  catches  of  mixed 
fish  have  been  effected  during  the  week,  especially 
from  the  piers  and  qviays. — J.  Jackson. 

Lea  and  Trilontaries.  —  The  long-looked  for 
"push"  of  landwater  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  in 
consequence  the  Lea,  though  much  fresher  and 
tinged  with  colour,  is  still  far  from  being  in  con- 
dition. The  bed  of  the  river  is  very  foul.  The 
principal  tributaries  are  in  a  similar  condition.  Roach 
fishing  has  again  ruled  quiet  in  the  Lea,  evening 
time  generally  yielding  the  best  results,  but  no  good 
baskets  are  reported.  A  perch  of  21b.  2oz. — a  nice 
fish  for  the  Lea — was  on  Monday  caught  in  local 
waters  by  a  Hertford  angler. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  still  running  low,  but 
have  been  refreshed  by  rain.  Before  the  rain  the 
grayling  were  rising  fairly  well,  and  a  few  rods  were 
out.  and  tried  fly,  and  t;ome  fair  fi-h  were  landed. — 

GWYNNE. 

Oiise  (Holywell  Ferry). — The  river  is  now  in 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time. 
The  weeds  have  passed  on  considerably  since  we 
have  had  the  rain,  which  has  given  us  a  better  head 
of  water,  and  pike  ha\  e  started  feeding,  one  gentle- 
man, I  hear,  getting  a  12-pounder  to-day  (Wednes- 
day). Several  other  41b.  and  5lb.  fish  by  other 
anglers. — A.  Scabd. 

Owse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — The  recent  rains  we 
have  had  have  done  very  little  to  improve  matters 
piscatorially  for  either  roaching,  perching,  and 
chubing.  Piking  is  almost  as  bad,  although  one 
angler  yesterday  had  the  good  luck  to  secure  a  121b. 
jack  in  a  little  run  at  Hemmingford.  We  really 
want  a  good  thirty-six  hours'  rain  to  get  the  land 
water  into  the  river  to  give  it  the  desired  colour, 
and  a  good  flush  to  scour  away  the  weeds,  which 
are  very  plentiful.  Should  they  have  more  rain  in 
the  Bedfordshire  district  it  will  certainly  make  our 
conditions  improved.- — Edward  CoLLiNsoisr. 

KiOtlier  (Sussex). — The  water  is  much  improved 
by  the  late  i-ains,  but  more  is  required  to  stir  up 
the  bottom.  Some  good  catches  have  been  made 
at  Newenden.  Three  anglers  caught  over  100  roach 
and  bream,  and  another  below  Bodiam  caught  over 
501b.  weight  of  bream  in  one  day. — Thomas  Daws, 
Secretary,  Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Snssez  Kivexs  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
rain  it  raineth  every  day,  Sunday  not  excepted,  yet 
despite  the  volume  that  has  fallen  rivers  have  not 
much  improved  in  volume  or  in  colour.  The  ground 
is  not  saturated  more  than  a  few  inches,  and  until 
more  rain  has  fallen  rivers  will  not  benefit.  At  the 
Cuckmere  on  Oct.  6  Mr.  G.  Streeter  had  fair  sport 
with  bream.  A  brace  of  the  largest  weighing  2iyb. 
each.  On  Oct.  7  Mr.  F.  Holmes  and  Mr.  H.  Taylor 
secured  a  few  nice  bream.  Fishing  the  Adur  Mr.  F. 
W.  King  and  Mr.  G.  King  secured  ro>ich  and  dace,  a 
roach  taken  by  Mr.  G.  King  weighing  15oz.  Sport 
on  the  Ouse  has  been  quiet,  the  leading  takes 
being  mushrooms,  which  are  exceptionally  abundant. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  fair  order — any  number 
of  small  bieam,  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken, 
but  nothing  over  2^1b.  in  the  way  of  bream,  and 
roach  up  tol4oz.  The  water  is  teeming  with  fish  of 
all  kinds.  A  visitor,  spinning,  hooked  a  nice  pike, 
computed  at  141b.,  but  with  slack  tackle,  and  lost  the 
fish  in  weeds.  There  are  good  pike  in  the  basin  and 
at  Donnington,  but  are  not  feeding  well. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teify  (Llandyssil). — River  has  been  in  flood, 
but  is  now  subsiding.  Prospects  of  sport  are  now 
very  good. — Vic.  - 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The',  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  slightly  higher  than  it  has  been  for 
nionth.s.  The  grayling  have  been  feeding  well,  and 
at  the  end  of  last  wee!i  several  nice  fish  were  taken 
with  fly  and  maggot.  One  angler,  near  the  Paper 
Mills,  hooked,  with  the  fly,  three  trout,  which  were 
returned  to  the  river.  Pike  have  been  on  the  leed, 
^nd  sport  may  be  expected  with  live  bait.    Gra-s-  | 


hopper  and  fly  fishing  was  successful  in  the  water 
near  Leintwardine. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  Noxth  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivera.— The  last  few  days  rain  has  swollen  our 
rivers  to  a  small  extent.  There  is  now  a  nice  lot  of 
salmon  in  the  Rede  water.  One  North  Tyne 
angler  told  me  that  a  week  ago  fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches  he  killed  six  fish,  five  of  them  being 
bull  trout.  I  have  heard  of  a  good  salmon  being 
killed  near  to  Corbridge  with  Phantom  Minnow. 
Spinning  from  the  reel  al-o  on  the  Wyl am  Water, 
two  salmon  have  been  killed  on  fly.  The  Coquet 
has  been  in  spate  and  the  salmon  have  been  ascend- 
ing the  river  in  swarms,  2t)-pounders  are  now  seen 
rolling  about  in  the  pools.  Mr.  Heppel,  Acklington, 
on  Oct.  6  killed  on  Black  Doctor  a  fine  fresh  run 
18-pounder  on  the  Federation  water  at  Felton  and 
Acklington.  I  suppose  the  hotel  water  at  Weldon 
Biidge  is  simply  alive  with  salmon,  and  big  ones 
too.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  fini.-h  on  the 
Coquet. — Henry  A.  Mukton. 

Dsk  (Usk). — The  river  has  had  a  good  cleaning 
during  the  recent  freshes,  and  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  for  the  salmon  angler.  Singular  to  relate, 
however,  not  a  single  fish  has  been  taken  on  the 
water  below  Chain  Bridge,  and  this  must  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  there  could  not  have  been 
any  fish  at  tlie  mouth  of  the  river  waiting  to  come 
up.  Captain  Phillips  has  killed  two  fish  on  the  upper 
water,  one  in  tlie  Forge  Stream  on  Oct.  ti,  and  one 
in  Llyn-y-Llodron  on  Oct.  8. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).  —  A  bream  of  4\\h. 
figured  amongst  somSgood  takes  in  the  competition 
last  Sundav,  these  fish  evidently  being  "  on"  just  at 
present.  The  fish  is  being  set  up.  On  Oct.  14  a 
sea-^on  ticket  for  tha  best  gioss  weight,  and  ten 
shillings  for  the  hea\  iest  pike  are  to  be  awarded. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  order  foi  fishing,  and  a  nice  few 
grayling  have  been  taken.  The  Wye  and  higher 
portions  of  the  Derwent  have  aftorded  the  best 
sport.  Tho.  e  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the  Wye 
have  succeeded  in  taking  three  to  five  and  six  brace, 
whilst  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent  have  yielded 
baskets  ranging  from  three  to  six  and  seven  brace. 
The  Darley  Dale  Club's  water,  Rowsley,  affording 
nice  little  catches.  Mr.  H.  Cooper  fishing  this  water 
four  times,  first  day  tM  o  brace,  second  day  two-and- 
a-half  brace,  third  day  three  brftce,  and  fourth  day 
one  fish.  Mr.  Hassam  on  the  same  days,  first 
day  three-and-a-half  biace,  second  day  three 
brace,  third  clay  four  brace,  and  fourth  day  two 
brace,  and  on  another  occasion  he  got  six  brace, 
and  several  others  liave  obtained  similar  creels.  A 
few  fish  have  been  caught  on  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  but  no 
heavy  baskets  can  I  hear  of  at  present.  Several 
mixed  baskets  of  roach,  perch,  and  grayling 
have  been  caught  bottom  fishing  at  Whatstandwell. 
But  the  weather  has  been  much  too  mild  lor  gray- 
ling as  it  has  been  very  clo'-e  and  sultry  for  the  time 
of  the  year,  tlumder  and  heav  y  rain  early  on  Oct. 
10.  Fhes,  when  the  water  has  fined  down,  Whirling 
Blue  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Rod  and  Grey 
Quilh,  Apple  Green,  Needle  Fly,  Claret  Bumble  as 
wet  fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ITidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorbsj.—  Grayling  fishing,  like  the  weather, 
has  been  very  uncertain  during  the  last  few  days, 
although  there  is  a  decided  improvement  all  round. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  sport  amongst  the 
local  hands  at  Hawes  has  been  fair.  Althougti  they 
rise  fairly  well  there  are  a  great  many  get 
off.  J.  Blades  says: — "I  lost  a  large  number 
of  fish  alter  they  were  apparently  all  but  in  the 
landing  net.  Lower  down  the  Yore,  in  the  district 
of  Middleham,  I  have  been  getting  some  beautiful 
fish  from  ^Ib.  to  1  lb.  2  oz.  each.  I  caught  ten 
beauties  on  Monday  afternoon,  Oct.  8.  1  rose  any 
number  of  fish,  and  hooked  a  lot  that  got  away. 
They  live  to  fight  another  day."  The  Wharfe  has 
improved  in  sport  since  the  rain  came.  Some  nice 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  the 
lower  reaches  the  bottom  fishermen  have  found  sport 
better.  In  the  district  of  Tadcaster  and  Ulleskelf 
some  nice  baskets  of  roach  and  dace,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  161b.  Messrs.  Piokersgill,  Hill,  Thomas, 
Kitchen,  and  others  have  met  with  best  results. 
The  Nidd  has  been  slightly  freshened,  and 
sport  should  improve  on  this  stream.  The 
Derwent  has  been  slightly  freshened  with 
the  rain.  Sport  amongst  the  b'g  roach  has  fallen 
off  owing  to  the  moving  of  the  fish,  and  are  bad  to 
find  at  present.  Perch  fishing  has  been  followed 
with  fairly  good  results  at  Walton  Hall  lake,  Messrs. 
Hill  and  Miller  meeting  with  fair  sport,  several  of 
thefish  weighing  over  lib.  to  lib.  lloz.  At  this  lake, 
they  take  a  live  minnow  the  be.st.  The  Robin  Hood 
anglers  of  Leeds  visited  Surfleet,  in  Lincolnshire. 
S.  Byrom  won  the  first  prize  with  61b.  134'ozs.  ; 
second  prize  fell  to  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley,  41b.  6ozs ; 
third,Mr.G. Singleton, 31b.  15ozs.  The  delegates  of  the 
Leeds Amalgamationof  Anglers  also  fislied  in  conj  unc-  | 


tion  with  this  club  at  Surfleet.  The  following  came 
in  for  the  delegates  prizes  :  Ist,  S.  Byrom,  Clb  13^oz, 
2nd,  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley,  41b.  5oz.',  3rd,  W.  Weller, 
31b.  12ioz.  All  our  Yoikshire  rivers  are  in  ine  con- 
dition, but  at  the  time  of  sending  this  report  the 
atmospheric  conditions  are  unsettled.  On  Oct.  9  and 
10  rain  fell,  and  at  present  it  looks  like  more  to 
come.  The  best  flics  are  Poult  Bloa,  with  rusty 
body.  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Claret  Dun.  These  will  kill  fi^h  more  than  any  of 
the  fancy  flies  at  present.  This  is  my  experience. 
— John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly,  Conon,  etc.— Very  poor  sport  was  had 
on  the  lower  beats  of  the  Beauly  during  the  past 
week.  On  the  Home  and  Falls  Beat,  where  Mr. 
Bradley  Martin,  Balmacaan,  Sir  Robert  Lucas  Tooth, 
Bart.,  Beaufort  Castle,  and  the  Mi.'ses  Paynter, 
Balblair  House,  fish,  only  two  grilse  and  three  sea- 
trout  were  creeled,  while  in  the  tidal  waters  the 
catch  was  limited  to  eight  s-ea-trout,  scaling  101b. 
On  the  Downie  Bent  one  fi^h  was  landed.  There 
was  no  fishing  on  the  Guisachan  waters  owing  to 
the  death  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Portsmouth,  but 
Mr.  Barry  and  party,  at  Struy,  Mr.  Henderson  and 
party,  at  Braulon,  Mr.  I'ulley  and  piu  ty.  at  Err hless. 
Lord  Fitzhardinge,  at  Eskadale,  and  Miss  Dove,  at 
Eilean  Aigas,  were  all  successful,  and  most  of  them 
will  continue  to  fish  right  on  till  Oct.  15,  when 
the  fishing  closes.  Conon. — Only  two  grilse  were 
reported  on  the  whole  stretch  of  the  Conon  last 

week.    Lochs  Monar,  Moillie,  and  Affaric.  

Brown  trout  fishing  has  now  concluded,  on  these 
three  lochs.  On  both  Monar  and  Affaric  the  season 
was  about  the  best  on  record.  Several  parties  fishing 
did  not  preserve  their  totals,  but  it  is  believed  that 
quite  4Jcwt.  of  nice  brown  trout  were  landed  from 
each  loch.  Moillie  also  did  well,  Mr.  Henderson's 
party,  at  Braulen,  having  taken  some  very  good 
creels  off  it.  Lochs  Rosque,  Achanalt,  Luichart, 
and  Garve. — Angling  has  ceased  for  the  season  on 
these  four  Ross-shire  lochs.  All  four  were  more 
regularly  fished  than  perhaps  ever  before,  and  as  a 
result  the  aagregate  takes  are  the  best  on  record. 
A  creel  of  261b.  was  had  by  an  angler  on  Rosque, 
and  one  of  171b.  on  Achanalt,  in  which  was  a  beauti- 
ful trout  scaling  &\\h.  Luichart  and  Garve  both 
gave  vei-y  good  baskets,  the  heaviest  fish  had  on 
the  former  scaling  5|lb. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  present  season 
has  been  one  of  the  best  ever  known  for  herling  in 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Esk.    Heavy  rain  began  to 
fall  on  Oct.  5  in  Eskdale  and  Lidde^dale,  and  the 
waters  have  been  running  brown  for  a  few  days. 
Dr.  Brooks  landed  a  salmon  scaling  lOJlb.  in  the 
Double  water,  and  three  anglers  from  Newcastle 
caught  fifty-eight  herling  and  two  sea-trout  at  a 
day  and  night  fishing  in  Longtown  water.  Mr. 
Stevenson  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  herling  in 
the  Double  water  of  the  Esk.    On  the  English  side 
of  the  Cauldron  Pool,  Mr.  McLellan  landed^a  salmon 
of  \l^\h.  ;  Mr.  J.  Ferguson,  one  sea-trout  and  a  dozen 
herling ;  Mr.  J.  Strong,  two  dozen  herling  and  two 
sea-trout;  and  Mr.  Sowerby,  ten  herling  and  two 
sea-trout  in  the  Double  water  ;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  fifteen 
herling  and  one  sea-trout.    Mr.  McLellan  had  a 
salmon  of  101b.  in  the  Willow  Pool,  close  by  Liddle 
Pool,  and  Mr.  Phayre  Loch  had  a  fish  of  101b.  in 
the  same  water.    In  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk, 
Mr.  Tom  Steele  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  at  Canonbie 
Bridge ;  Mr.  W.  Murray  caught  fourteen  herling  and 
two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  thirteen  herling  and 
four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  W.  Irving,  ten  herling  and  one 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong,  fourteen  herling  and 
a  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Grieve  and  Mr.  R.  S:ott  had 
each  a  dozen  herling.    Mr.  J.  Tod,  over  a  dozen 
herling  in  Canonbie  water.    Mr.  A.  Keen,  ten  lierling 
in  Esk,  and  a  dozen  in  Liddle,  al-o  a  few  yellow 
trout.     Mr.   J.   Graham,  twenty-one  lierling  in 
Canonbie  water  and  one  sea-trout.    Mr.  D.  Elliot, 
while  fishing  in  the  Long  Poo],  landed  a  salmon  of 
181b.    Mr.  R.  Thompson,  four  sea- trout  and  a  few 
herling;  Mr.  Tweddle,  over  a  score  of  herling  at  a 
night  fishing,  and  three  sea-trout;  Mr.  J.  Brock- 
bank,  seventeen  herling  and  one  sea- trout ;  Mr.  D. 
Little,  twelve  herling  and  three  yel'ow  trout;  Dr. 
Anderson,  fourte-n  herling ;  Mr.  T.  Bell,  a  like 
number  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Lawson  had  one 
sea-trout  and  nine  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Bell  had  six 
herling  in  the  Roimd  Pool,  and  the  same  angler 
had  ten  herling  and  three  sea- trout  in  the  Double 
water.    Mr.  J.  Nelson,  three  sea-trout  and  some 
herhng  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr.  W.  Riddle, 
ten  herling  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Paterson, 
over  a  dozen  herling  and  five  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone,  three  sea-trout  ancl  a  few  herling ;  Mr. 
B.  Cairns  and  Mr.  James  Bell,  over  a  dozen  herling 
each;  Mr.  W.  Borthwick,   ten  herling  and  four 
yel'ow  trout ;  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr,  two  sea-trout  and 
thirteen  herling.  Messrs.  R.  Steel,  J.  Steel,  and  J. 
Murray  have  each  had  a  few  herling,  some  burn 
trout,  and  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two.    Fishing  in  the 
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.P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

I  26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  every  desciipflon  of  Kshing  TacMe  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTHBR  MBDALS  AWABDEJD. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  sti-ong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.     New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel, 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle.  ' 


Malloch's  New  King^fisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testlmoalals. 

Colonel  6.  write  :  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  tar  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  l)il  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higlier  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  ;  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job," 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 
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Langholm  water,  Mr.  T.  Morrison  creeled  eight 
herling;  ,Mr.  W.  Bel),  four  herling  at  Cogie  ;  Mr.  W. 
A.  Jackson,  three  herling  and  a  few  yellow  trout, 
also  a  nice  basket  of  herling  in  the  niid  reaches. 
Messrs.  Little,  Thompson,  and  Beat  tie  have  each 
had  a  few  herling  and  burn  trout ;  Mr.  Rich,  a  sea- 
trout  of  IJlb.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  one  of  l^lb.  ;  Mr.  J. 
Laidlow,  a  sea-trout  and  three  yellow  trout ;  Mr. 
A.  Graham,  two  sea-trout  and  six  herling.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a 
few  herling  and  six  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Storey  and 
Mr.  Stodart,  each  a  few  bvirn  trout  and  some 
herling ;  jNIr.  J.  Armstrong,  two  sea-trout  and  a 
few  herling.  — G. 

Hebridean  Sporting  Association  (Sonth 
Harris).— Fishing  from  Rodel  on  Oct.  4,  Mr. 
Bond  had  one  salmon,  4lb.  4oz.  The  total  catch  of 
sea-trtut  from  Sept.  24,  till  Oct.  4  has  been  132, 
hei^viest,  41b.  2oz. — G.  D.  Stibung. 

Loohiuver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— On  Oct.  3,  Capt. 

Eaton,  six  trout,  21b.,  and  Mr.  Macfarlane,  six,  2Mb. 
— J.  MgKenzie. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  reach  several  fine  fish  have  been  noted,  and 
one  or  two  good  runs  have  been  got  but  no  landings. 
These  are  the  fish  that  came  into  the  river  three 
weeks  ago  when  several  were  poisoned  by  the 
effluent  from  the  Culter  Mills.  On  the  Murtle 
Hj'dro  water,  Dr.  Stewart's  guest,  on  Oct.  9,  hooked 
and  ran  a  heavy  fish,  which  was  unfortunately  lost 
at  the  gaifing.  On  the  Inchgarth  section,  Mr.  Robb 
had  eight  finnock  on  Oct.  6  and  twelve  on  Oct.  5,  while 
Messrs.  Smith,  Forbes,  Mefi,  and  others  had  similar 
results.  Don. — Not  a  single  fish  is  getting  over  the 
Cruive  dykes  for  the  lack  of  water.  The  Coimtess 
of  Suffolk  and  a  large  house  party  are  on  the  Grand- 
holm  water,  but  beyond  a  few  trout  are  getting  no 
sport.  The  trout  season  ends  on  Oct.  13.  It  has 
been  a  very  poor  one  since  May.  Ythan. — The 
riv-er  is  like  most  others  teeming  with  fish  but  no 
water,  and  sport  at  a  standstill.  On  the  Methlick 
reaches  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Brownie  and 
Ebrie  some  sea-trout  are  being  got  to  the  worm,  but 
the  water  is  altogether  too  small  and  clear  for  fly 
hshiug.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  water  and  the  tidal 
reaches  better  sport  is  being  got  with  finnock  and 
sea-trout  than  elsewhere.  The  mouths  of  all  the 
rivers  are  teeming  with  fish  waiting  a  fill  to  rim 
inland. — G.  M. 

Sontli  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — The  first 
autumn  salmon  of  'the  season  was  landed  in  Sir 
Robert  Jardine's  portion  at  Blacketloes  on  Oct.  5. 
Mr.  James  Loudon,  while  spinning  with  a  Silver 
Devon,  landed  a  very  nice  fish  whicli  was  clean  run 
from  the  Solway  ;  it  weighed  19jlb.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Law  hooked  atid  lost  one  on  the  tly  in  the  Galabank 
water  on  Oct.  8.  The  herling  still  give  some  good 
sport  in  the  lower  waters.  Mr.  James  Dixon 
fishing  the  Fish  House  water  below  Galabank, 
on  Oct.  6,  had  a  dozen  herling,  eight  of  which 
weighed  from  14oz.  to  ISoz.  each.  On  the 
previous  day,  he  had  seven  with  fly  in  the 
Brewery  pool  and  the  .stream  above.  Oh  Oct.  8  he 
landed  three  or  four  heiling  with  the  Devon  minnow 
in  the  Spittal.  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  also  had  one 
or  two.  Captain  Ewart  caught  a  couple  with  fly  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  6,  and  on  Oct.  8  he  had  two  or 
three  with  silver  Devon  minnow.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin 
angluig  in  Mr.  Scott's  water  on  Oct.  6,  killed  twenty 
fine  herling.  In  the  higher  waters  Mr.  Richardson 
took  two  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  herling  and 
yellow  trout  on  Oct.  6.  Mr.  Jolmstone,  on  Oct.  5, 
had  a  good  bag  of  herling  and  one  or  two  sea- 
trout.  Mr.  Halliday  caught  one  sea-trout  and  five 
herling  with  the  clear  water  worm.  Dr.  Harrison 
had  a  good  creel  of  trout'  with  fly.  Dcjmfeies 
NiTH. — Tfiis  ri/er  was  slightly  benefited  with  the 
rainfall  of  the  end  of  last  week,  and  a  fair 
amoimt  of  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  different 
stretches  of  the  river  since  the  8th.  The  Dumfries 
and  Maxwell  Town  Association  members  held  a 
competition  last  week,  when  241b  of  trout  that  was 
caught  was  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Town  Mission. 
Mr.  R.  McCulloch,  Mr.  J.  Lockerbie  and  Mr.  T. 
McWilliam  were  the  first  three  prize  winners.  Her- 
ling fishing  has  not  been  so  good  this  week.  A  few 
trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Sanquhar  waters  of  the 
Association.  The  Galloway  rivers  are  in  better 
trim  owing  to  the  rainfall  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
It  is  feared  that  the  back  end  is  going  to  turn  out 
a  poor  one  for  salmon  if  there  is  not  a  good  rous- 
ing flood  to  cause  the  backenders  to  ascend.  All 
the  rivers  in  the  Stewartry  close  their  rod- fishing  for 
tife  .season  at  the  end  of  the  month. — Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  still  running 
at  its  former  low  level,  and  shows  no  likelihood  of 
improvement  during  the  few  days  to  go  of  the 
season,  which  closes  on  Monday.  On  the  Tiilchan 
water  last  weak  four  salmon  and  a  grilse  were 
got,  on  the  BallLndalloch  water  five  fish,  and 
on  the  Carron  House  water  on  Oct.  5,  Mr.  Grant, 


fisherman,  had  two  grilse  of  5lb.  each,  and  on  Oct.  8 
one  of  61b.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on 
Oct.  9,  Mr.  Harding  had  a  grilse  of  Olb..  and  on 
the  Arndilly  water  one  salmon  was  killed.  On 
the  lower  section  of  the  river,  last  week,  over 
seventy  fish  were  landed  from  the  Gordon  Castle 
water,  while  some  thirty  fish  were  killed  upon  Lord 
Paget's  Fochabers  section  of  the  fishings.  So  far, 
the  largest  fish  killed  this  season  on  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon's  water  fell  to  the  rod  of  the 
Countess  of  March,  and  turned  the  scale  at  311b. 
Several  of  301b.  have  been  got.  The  Prince  of 
Wales  had  an  enjoyable  week's  sport  on  the  latter 
water.  From  the  Railway  Arch  pool,  about  a 
mile  from  the  sea,  he  took  two  salmon  of 
111b.  and  201b.  on  Oct.  3  and  on  Oct.  5 
one  of  131b.  from  the  Rake  pool  near  the  sea.  Like 
other  sportsmen  farther  up  the  river  the  low  state 
of  the  ri\er  told  against  really  successful  sport. 
His  Royal  Highness  left  for  London  this  day 
week. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Throughout  the  past  week  the  weather  has 
been  exceptionally  mild,  but  more  or  less  dull,  with 
occasional  hea\  y  showers  which  made  but  little  im- 
pression on  the  height  of  the  river.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  Stobhall  water  the  sport  obtained  was  poor. 
The  rod  fishing  on  the  Tay  closes  on  Monday  (Oct.  15). 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport  obtained  for 
week  ending  Oct.  8  : — ^Meikleour. — Fishing  this 
water,  on  Oct.  2,  Mr.  Goodden  killed  one  fish,  151b., 
and  another,  11  lb.,  on  Oct.  4,  while  Capt.  Phillpott 
caught  one  grilse,  111b.,  on  Oct.  4.  Mubthly. — 
Mr.  G.  J.  Crane  landed  one  fish,  24lb.,  on  Sept.  27, 
one,  91b.,  on  Sept.  28,  and  two,  281b.  and  121b., 
on  Oct.  1,  and  Miss  Crane  a  fish,  81b.,  on  Oct.  2. 
UrpEB  Gabgill. — Mr.  Arthur  Moon  killed  one  grilse, 
51b.,  on  Oct.  3.  and  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield  a  grilse, 
71b.,  on  Oct.  8.  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  four  fish,  19,1b.,  191b., 
17ilb.,  and  161b.,  and  two  grilse,  941b.  arid  71b.,  on 
Oct.  2 ;  two  fish,  241b.  and  241b.,  and  three  grilse, 
9ilh.,  8|lb.,  and  81b.,  on  Oct.  4;  three  fish,  211b., 
201b.,  and  141b.,  and  tliree  grilse,  91b.,  8lb.,  and 
7 Jib.,  on  Oct.  5;  and  one  fish,  191b.,  and  a  grilse, 
8|lb.,  on  Oct.  8.  Bubnmouth  Stobhall. — Mr.  G. 
W.  Wolff's  boatman  killed  one  grilse,  61b.,  on  Oct.  2. 
BuKNMOCTH.— Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield  had  one  fish, 
151b.,  and  two  grilse,  11  lb.  and  5lb.,  on  Oct.  5,  and 
one  fish,  321b.,  on  Oct.  8,  while  Baroness  de  Tuyll 
had  a  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  8.  Willies  Stone. — Sir 
Berkeley  Sheffield's  boatman,  on  tliis  beat,  caught 
one  grilse,  Olb.,  on  Oct.  3,  and  another,  81b.,  on 
Oct.  5.  Stanley.— Fishing  the  upper  and  lower 
beats  on  alternate  days,  Mrs.  T.  Martin  killed  one 
grilse,  81b.,  on  Oct.  3;  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  5; 
and  a  fish,  241b.,  and  a  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  8;  while 
Miss  Maxwell  Lyte  had  one  grilse,  61b.,  on  Oct.  2. 
Catholes.— Mr.  N.  McNeill  landed  one  grilse,  91b., 
on  Oct.  5.  Benchill. — Sir  Basil  Graham-Mont- 
gomery killed  two  grilse,  lOJlb.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  2, 
and  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  6,  while  Mr.  Walter 
Montgomery  took  one  fish,  181b.,  on  Oct.  6,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Peters  a  grilse,  51b.,  on  Oct.  4. — A.  A. 

Tweed  District. — The  Ettrick  and  Tweed  came 
down  in  slight  spate  on  Oct.  5,  and  fishmg  has 
improved.  There  was  a  great  run  of  sea-trout  at 
Melrose  Cauld  on  Oct.  7,  and  a  good  many  suc- 
ceeded in  clearing  the  barricade.  At  Twizel,  Mr. 
Kinnear  had  a  salmon  of  81b.,  and  Keeper  R. 
Taylor  a  sea-trout  of  121b.,  at  Linnel,  whilst  at 
Caddonfoot  a  salmon  of  201b.  was  landed.  Trout 
have  been  taking  very  well  both  with  worm  and  fly. 
On  Oct.  3,  an  angler  fishing  at  Melrose  caught  six 
.splendid  trout,  scaling  7lb.,  with  worm.  On  Oct.  8, 
Mr.  R.  Davidson  caught  a  brace  of  trout,  one  of 
which  weighed  IJlb.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  21b.,  whilst 
another  angler  had  seven  trout,  weighing  31b.,  with 
worm.  Fishing  the  River  Leader,  on  Oct.  4,  I 
creeled  thirteen  trout,  up  to  Jib.  weight  each,  with 
wet-fly.  The  trout  were  rising  well  about  midday. 
Trout  fishing  closes  on  Oct.  15  in  Scotland. — 
SoBLEY  Brown. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

On  the  Earl  of  Home's  water,  at  Birgham,  Prince 
Albert  of  Schleswig  and  others  had  fair  sport.  On 
Oct.  3,  the  Prince  killed  61b.  of  grilse,  and  Mr. 
Mansfield  one  of  the  same  weight,  while  the  Hon. 
Alex  McDonnell  killed  a  12Jlb.  salmon.  On  Oct.  5 
the  Prince  killed  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
McDonnell  got  one  of  9lb.  weight,  while  on  Oct.  8 
Mr.  Howard  killed  an  8lb.  grilse.  VV.  Tait,  fisher- 
man, on  the  Lees  water,  last  week,  had  a  grilse  of 
81b.,  and  Mr.  Kinnear  one  of  6lb.  On  the  Lennell 
water,  a  sea-trout,  of  121b.,  was  killed  by  Mr.  R. 
Taylor,  the  keeper.  Trout  and  grayling  are  now 
rising  freely  to  the  fly.  During  the  past  week  many 
fish  of  the  salmon  species  have  been  seen  making 
their  way  upstream  from  the  pool  at  Maxwheel. 
On  Oct.  9,  Mr.  James  Newton  killed  a  full  trout  of 
6|lb.  with  fly.  Several  other  anglers  have  had 
takes  of  trout,  varying  in  weight  from  31b.  up  to 
6Jlb. — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Cnnimeragh   and    Inny    (co.    Kerry).— The 

abo\  e  waters  are  now  in  fine  angling  order,  but 
sport,  owing  to  gales,  has  been  poor. — "T.  J.  D. 

Killamey. — Salmon  fishing  has  been  poor,  but 
brown  trout  have  yielded  decent  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  favourable  but  sport  poor. 
The  best  basket  of  sea- trout  was  obtained  by  Colonel 
Carruthers  and  Mr.  Thompson  on  one  day.  Sea- 
trout  have  occasionally  yielded  fair  sport  on  Water- 
ville river.  The  season  closes  here  on  Oct.  15. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Since 
last  report  there  has  been  some  good  pike  fishing 
here.  I  hear  of  one  rod  getting  81  lb.  in  one  day  on 
Mask.  Since  last  report  the  bags  brought  into 
Mount  Gable  Hotel  are :  Oct.  2,  Mr.  Hinchhff, 
five  trout,  5ilb.,  best  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Duncan, 
one  trout,  1  lb.  6  oz. ;  Mr.  Taylor,  pike,  6Jlb. 
Oct.  3.— Mr.  Hinchhff,  two  trout,  31b.  2oz.,  best  21b. ; 
Mr.  Duncan,  two  trout,  31b.  1  oz.,  best  2|lb.  Oct.  4. 
—Mr.  Duncan,  five  trout.  8lb.  2oz.,  best  211b. ;  Mr. 
Hinchhff,  two  trout,  3|lb.,  best  21b.  3oz.  Oct.  5.— 
Mr.  Thornton,  pike,  2241b. ;  Mr.  Duncan,  trout, 
7ilb.;  three  pike,  18lb.,  16lb.,  and  71b.  Oct.  6.— Mr. 
Dimcan,trout,  61b.2oz.;  Mr.  Taylor,  three  pike,  21  lb.; 
Mr.  Thornton,  trout,  14oz.  Oct.  8.— Mr.  Duncan, 
trout,  21b.  Oct.  9.— Mr.  Hinchhff,  two  trout,  31b. 
With  the  close  season  upon  them,  the  secretaries  of 
the  various  preservation  associations  are  now  feel- 
ing the  pinch  of  "  ways  and  means "  as  to  the 
appointing  of  inspectors  and  water  bailiffs  to  watch 
the  rivers  during  the  spawning  season.  This  applies 
more  especially  to  the  Loughs  Mask  and  Carra  Asso- 
ciation, set  on  foot  from  here  last  autumn,  and  d.id 
such  excellent  work  in  the  first  season  of  its 
operations.  It  will  be  a  misfortime  if  it  is  allowed  to 
collapse  for  want  of  funds  after  having  got  so  good 
a  start,  and  with  the  support  of  Lord  J u.stice  Walker, 
High  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  who  has  consented  to 
become  the  first  President,  also  Lord  Ardilaun  as 
contributor,  this  should  give  confidence  as  to 
its  bona  fides,  and  encourage  liberal  support  from  the 
numerous  anglers  enjoying  the  free  fishing  on  these 
splendid  waters.  Subscriptions  will  be  gratefully 
acknowledged  by  the  Hon.  Sec,  E.  P.  O'tlanagan, 
Solicitor,  Ballinrobe,  or  the  Proprietor,  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. — G.  A. 

Mountain  Iiakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  continues  good  at  brown  trout,  the  best  basket 
had  during  the  past  week  being  had  on  Cummera- 
vanig.  All  the  waters  are  now  in  good  angling  trim, 
— T.  J.  D. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

The  Mourne  and  its  many  tributaries  closed  on 
Oct.  10  with  the  main  river  in  indifferent  order.  In 
the  closing  month  salmon  fishing  was  rather  poor 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  up  to  Monday  has  been 
good,  but  since  then  bad  weather  has  brought 
angling  to  a  standstill. — T.  J.  D. 

Jiallycotton. — Fishing  is  now  suspended  here 
owing  to  very  bad  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — The  trawlers  have  been 
getting  some  very  good  takes  of  fish,  namely,  soles, 
dabs,  flounders,  whiting,  and  codling,  some  of  the 
latter  fish  weighing  about  7lb.  each.  The  local 
and  visiting  anglers  have  been  taking  some  small 
ones -with  their  rods  and  lines,  and  in  some 
cases  have  been  smashed  up  with  large  fish.  This 
week-end  the  tides  will  be  all  right  for  rod  and  line 
fishing,  and  intending  anglers  should  come  down  on 
the  night  of  Oct.  13,  as  the  first  train  on  Oct.  14 
does  not  reach  here  until  nearly  noon.  Cooper, 
trawling  on  Oct.  9,  caught  in  one  of  his  hauls, 
among  other  fish,  a  nice  lobster  of  21b.,  a  fish  rarely 
taken  from  these  waters.  Latee. — Since  sending 
off  my  report  W.  Bridge,  with  Cooper,  has  just 
brought  in  180  good  pouting,  dabs,  and  whiting, 
caught  on  the  hook  to-day  (Oct.  10).  I  saw  the 
fish.    I  am  going  out  to-morrow. — J.  Wbight. 

Deal. — Oct.  4. — Southerly  wind,  fine,  with  bright 
blue  sky.  Several  boats  out,  and  some  decent  sport 
obtained.  Oct.  5. —  S.W.  wind,  strong.  Decent 
takes  landed.  Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Reay  and  son,  Mr. 
Cuthbert  R.  Reay,  Mr.  C.  Val  Hunter,  and  Mr. 
George  Woodward,  out  with  Dick  Botts  on  Oct.  4, 
landed  with  five  cod  (one  of  81b.  or  9lb.),  fifty-two 
whiting,  four  conger,  five  dogfish,  and  five  uss 
dogs,  and  on  Oct.  5,  five  scora  wiiiting,  two  codling, 
one  cod  (11  lb.  12oz.),  and  six  dabs.  Local  fisher- 
men, with  draw-net,  had  splendid  takes  of  fine 
plaice  and  soles,  and  one  turbot  (101b.).  Oct.  6.— 
Westerly  gentle  breeze,  sun  shining  bright.  Several 
boats  out,  and  sport  rather  spotty.  Mr.  Williams 
secured  a  decent  take  of  nine  score  of  dabs  and 
one  score  whiting.  In  the  evening  a  strong  con- 
tingent of  anglers  put  in  aa  appearance,  and  Messrs. 
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Milward's 
Fishing-  Tackle. 


Are  you  ready 


It's  great  sport,  is  pike  fishing,  and  now's  the  time  to  enjoy  it. 
yet  ?    Have  )^ou  the  rod  and  the  tackle  that  will  hold  the  fish  ? 

Get  the  right  tackle  now — strong,  solid  tackle — and  well-made  accessories 
— sharp  hooks,  good  rods  and  lines  and  gaffs,  right  bait. 

There  is  one  way  to  be  sure  that  the  tackle  you  buy  is  right,  that  wa)'  is 
to  specify  Milward's  Tackle  and  see  that  you  get  it. 

Milward's   Fishing  Tackle  is  made  at  our  Redditch  factory.      Wq  make 
everything  for  the  fisherman,  and  make  it  well.     Every  single  article 

is  most  carefully  examined  before  it  leaves  our  factor)-. 

You  can  have  confidence  in  your  tackle  if  it  bears 
the  Mil  ward  name  or  trade-mark. 


On  this  page  we  are  showing  our  celebrated  PANGBOURNE  ROD.  Two 
Joints  and  Short  Handle,  with  Double  Cork  Grip,  Solid  Winch  Fittings,  Best  Bright 
Fittings,  Lock  Joints,  Porcelain  Rings,  Rubber  Buttons.  Best  Canes  and  Finish.  Eight 
feet  lone. 


THIS 
TRADE-MARK 


ON  ALL 
MILWARD'S  GOODS. 


On  the  left  we  show  our  ANGLER'S  SPINNER,  the  strongest,  simplest,  and 
most  effective  ever  invented.  Our  Original  Spinner,  improved  and  brought  up  to 
date  by  the  substitution  of  trebles  with  one  double  barbed  right  angle  hook,  shortening 
the  spike  and  covering  the  silk  whippings  with  copper  wire. 


Obtainable  at  all  Dealers  in  Fishing  Tackle,  Stores,  Athletic  Ontfltters,  &c. 

Should  you  have  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  Milward's  Rods  and  Fishing  Tackle, 
just  drop  us  a  line  to  say  so,  and  we  will  see  you  are  at  once  supplied.  We  are 
always  pleased  to  give  further  information  at  all  times.  Write:— 

HENRY  MILWARD   &   SONS,  Limited,  REDDITCH 

Lo//(/oii  Office;  122,  WOOD  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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Reay.  C.  Val  Hunter,  and  Woodward  had  five  score 
and  two  whiting,  eighteen  dabs,  one  plaice,  and 
ore  codling  (about  31b.).  Oct.  7. — S.W.  wind, 
fresh,  with  bright  blue  sky  and  clear  horizon.  Qviite 
a  contingent  of  anglers  out.  Messrs.  Hartridge  and 
New  ton,  with  William  Hoile,  fished  in  the  bay  and 
caught  five  good  codling,  one  and  a  half  score 
wliiting,  and  two  dabs.  Mr.  Williams,  with  Dick 
Riley,  five  cod  and  codling  (one  of  101b.,  one  of 
4ilb.,  the  rest  from  21b.  to  3ib.)and  one  plaice  (21b.). 
^Nlessrs.  C.  Val  Hunter  and  S.  B.  Baxter,  four  score 
and  eight  whiting,  one  score  dabs  and  plaice.  Two 
rods  only  in  the  bay.  These  gentlemen  and  Mr. 
Reay  fished  with  Dick  Betts  for  two  days.  Oct.  8. 
— S.W.  wind,  fine  and  warm,  quite  summer  weather. 
Mr.  Reay  put  out  for  eiT.rly  morning  fishing,  and 
secured  eight  score  and  four  whiting  and  one  score 
and  nine  dabs.  Messrs.  Burlton  and  Warren, 
seventj--s6ven  whiting  and  nine  dabs,  out  with 
J.  Jenkins.  Oct.  9. — S.W.  light  breeze,  bright  sun- 
shine. Nothing  particular  in  the  way  of  fishing 
was  done  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  boats 
that  remained  out  secured  good  takes.  Oct.  10. — 
Easterly  wind,  fine,  bright  sunshine.  Several  boats 
put  out  for  early  morning  fisliing,  and  several 
decent  takes  of  fish  were  landed.  Tides  suit  well 
this  week-end  and  next  week.  Lvig  bait  principally 
used  at  present. — Edwaed  Hangeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — Though  the  pier  receives  a 
full  amount  of  patronage  from  anglers  daily,  recent 
results  have  been  exceptionally  poor.  The  greatly 
enhanced  temperature  of  the  water,  which  has 
lately  averaged  sixty  degrees,  is  no  doubt  the 
primary  cause  of  the  abnormal  lack  of  fish.  The 
only  saving  clause  has  been  that  the  majority 
of  the  fish  taken,  almost  entirely  codling, 
have  been  of  good  size  and  in  first  rate  condition. 
Whiting  are  still  all  but  unseen  quantities,  but 
a  few  nice  plaice  and  dabs  have  at  times 
been  caught.  The  best  catches  on  Oct.  5  fell  to  the 
rods  of  Mr.  Jno.  Walker  with  a  4|lb.  codling ;  Mr. 
C.  J.  Aldis,  with  one  of  31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Tyrrell  a  three- 
pounder  ;  Mr.  Osborne  one  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  Piper  one 
of  4|lb.,  and  Mr.  CoHyer  a  plump  fish  of  5|lb.  On 
Oot.'O  Mr.  Burslem's  best  scaled  51b.  ;  Mr.  Gus  Elen's 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Wolff's  S^lh.  ;  Mr.  Avery's  3 jib.,  and 
Mr.  Rose's,  31b.  Mrs.  Wolff  on  this  day  secured 
one  large  pout  of  over  1  lb.  in  weight,  and  Mr. 
Ottaway's  catch  included  a  large  sole.  Mrs.  Owens 
landed  two  41b.  codling  on  the  following  day,  and 
Mr.  Reggie  Smith,  Mr.  Geo.  Baker,  and  Mr.  Tom 
Smith  captured  a  dozen  flatfish  and  a  silver  eel 
between  them.  Monday's  anglers  comprised  Mrs. 
Tress,  Mrs.  Wolff,  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mrs.  Hicks,  Mi-s 
K.  Puckridge,  Miss  A.  Puckridge,  Miss  Wolff, 
Mrs.  Hugman,  and  Messrs.  Wood,  McDougall, 
Black,  R.  Richardson,  Piper,  H.  Hammond, 
Harvey,  Woodhead,  Ottaway,  Colonel  Synge,  J. 
Handley,  Avery,  Osborn,  Quennell,  E.  Hammond, 
Kirby,  Riley,  Belcher,  Band,  Cunnington,  Orsman, 
Capt.  Gates,  Tress,  F.  White,  Tyrrell,  Flower- 
dew,  A.  B.  Marston,  C.  P.  Marston,  R.  S. 
Marston,  W.  Dodd,  S.  J.  Bell,  and  Dyer,  all  of 
whom  made  some  slight  return,  in  addition 
to  which  were  some  forty  others  who  did 
nothing  whatever.  Miss  K.  Puckridge's  day's  catch 
included  one  large  plaice,  Mr.  Harvey's  be't  codling 
scaled  3^1b.,  Mr.  E.  Hammond  had  a  four 
pounder,  and  the  three  brothers  Marston  made 
a  small  mixed  bag  which  included  four  varie- 
ties. Mrs.  and  Miss  Dodd  joined  the  pier 
ranks  in  the  afternoon,  but  met  with  scant 
success.  Eleven  rods  only  accounted  for  one  fish 
early  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  fortunate  captor 
being  Mr.  Woodhead,  who  took  a  codling  of  31b. 
In  the  course  of  the  forenoon,  however,  matters 
improved  somewhat,  and  about  a  dozen  fair-sized 
codling  were  hooked  and  landed,  by  far  the  best 
catches  falling  to  the  rods  of  Mr.  Wolff  and  Mr. 
Piper,  but  Mr.  Puckridge,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd,  and 
Master  Harold  Hart  were  also  fairly  successful. 
The  wind  blew  with  some  force  from  the  south-east 
on  Wednesday  morning,  making  the  air  perceptibly 
cooler,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  fall  rapidly.  A  codling 
of  3|lb.  to  Mr.  R.  Richardson's  rod,  one  of  2Jlb. 
taken  by  Mr.  Harvey,  and  a  handsome  plaice  caught 
by  Mr.  H.  A.  Gibbs  formed  the  best  early  morning 
catches.  During  the  course  of  the  forenoon  fishing, 
Mr.  Piper  landed  a  plump  little  cod  of  7Jlb.,  and 
Master  R.  S.  Marston  was  more  than  pleased  with 
his  capture  of  a  51b.  codling. — J.  Richardson 
(B.  S.  A.  S.). 

Flymoutli. — Boisterous  and  wet  weather  has 
somewhat  interfered  with  the  sea  fishing  this  week. 
The  whiting  boats  have  not  been  able  to  get  out 
owing  to  the  rough  state  of  the  sea.  A  few  stray 
mackerel  have  been  caught,  but  they  are  scarcely 
worth  reporting.  All  the  fishing  boats  are  in 
harbour  at  the  time  of  writing  (Oct.  9).  A  few 
mullet  have  been  taken  at  the  Great  Western  Docks. 
Also  I  heard  of  some  nice  bass  which  were  taken  on 
Oct.  8  up  the  Yealm ;  one  fisherman  had  twelve. 


and  another  nine,  with  a  few  pollack.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  the  month  include  plaice,  sole, 
flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  mary  sole, 
mackerel,  dory,  surmullet,  conger,  salmon,  wrasses 
generally,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting,  pollack, 
cod,  haddock,  hake,  homelyn  ray,  launce,  pilcliard, 
sprat,  herring,  twaite,  shad,  anchovy,  mullet, 
atherine  (smelt),  and  all  shell  fish. — Wm.  Hearder. 

Valentia. — During  the  last  three  days  fishing 
has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  owing  to  bad 
weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  ( co.  Kerry) . — The  weather  has  become 
very  wild  and  wet,  and  fea  angling  has  been 
impossible  for  the  past  three  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  mullet  fishing  here  has  been 
fairly  good  during  the  past  week.  Here  are  some 
of  the  principal  weights  of  fish  taken  from  Westham 
Bridge  : — Mr.  James,  on  Oct.  3,  31b. ;  on  Oct.  4, 
51b.  Mr.  A.  Tiller,  on  Oct.  3,  Ulh.  ;  on  Oct.  4,  31b. ; 
on  Oct.  6,  41b.  ;  on  Oct.  8,  2|rb.  Mi-.  S.  H.  Wallis 
captured  a  bass  of  9ilb.  on  Oct.  2 — A.  G.  Rowell. 


Jlssociaftons,  efc. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorial  Society. 

M.  Claverie  presided  on  Wednesday  evening. 
Three  new  members  were  made,  and  reports  from' 
members  read.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams,  at  Shore- 
ham,  had  a  "  Mixed  Bag,"  consisting  of  bass, 
flounders,  silver  eels,  one  small  conger  eel,  and  one 
plaice — total  weight.  41  lb.  Mr.  R.  Jacobs  had 
good  sport  on  the  Thames,  and  Mr.  Horace  and 
Miss  Maud  Abrahams  roach  and  dace  from  Twicken- 
ham. The  "  Sides  Match "  will  take  place  at 
Twickenham  on  Oct.  21.  Entries  close  on  Oct.  16. 
The  dinner,  at  which  prizes  will  be  pre-ented,  will 
be  at  the  Cercle  Francaise  at  7.30  p.m.  on  the  day 
of  the  competition.  As  a  large  immlier  of  punts 
will  be  required  early  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Armitage  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Oct.  3. 
It  was  decided  to  have  an  outing  to  Bourne  End  on 
Oct.  28,  and  to  fish  a  "  sides  "  match.  Two  new 
members  were  elected  and  two  nominations  for 
membership  were  put  forward.  A  few  additional 
fishing  results  were  announced,  namely: — From  the 
society's  Harefield  fishery — Mr.  Braddick,  perch 
(best  lib.  4oz.),  and  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson,  dace,  and 
Messrs.  Sage  and  J.  Wilkinson,  roach,  from  Denham 
Strait.  A  committee  meeting  was  held  on  Oct.  4, 
when  Mr.  H.  Adams  was  in  the  chair.  This  last 
week  end,  from  the  Colne,  near  Uxbridge,  Mr. 
Dalmer,  on  Oct.  6,  had  chub  and  roach,  and  Mr. 
Bainton  roach,  chub  and  jack,  and  Mr.  Blagrave 
roach  (best  1  lb.  lloz.),  whilst  from  the  Society's 
water,  on  Oct.  7,  Messrs.  Blagrave  and  Wood- 
Barrett  had  5  roach,  and  Mr.  Yarham  dace  and 
roach,  and  Mr.  Jukes  roach.  Several  members 
spent  the  week  end  at  our  country  headquarters, 
the  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield,  but  sport,  on  the 
whole,  was  extremely  quiet. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Positively,  since  the  society's  annual  dinner  last 
March,  the  members,  as  members,  have  had  no 
recreation.  As  individuals  they  have  enjoyed  their 
fishing,  but  Wednesday  evening  after  Wednesday 
evening  has  come  and  gone,  and,  save  pleasant  but 
serious  discussions  of  subjects  more  or  less  recon- 
dite there  has  been  no  fun.  On  Wednesday  last,  how- 
ever, having  disposed  of  the  tackle  show,  and  many 
members  having  returned  from  vacation  fishing,  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  pleasure.  A  musical  even- 
ing was  held,  and  the  "  Sarcelle"  Cup  and  medals 
for  the  1905-6  Specimen  Fish  Competition  were 
distributed.  Nevertheless,  business  was  strictly 
attended  to  with  Dr.  E.  Sample  of  Fenstanton, 
Hunts,  in  the  chair  ;  and  some  time  having  elapsed 
since  he  last  occupied  that  position,  he  was  very 
cordially  welcomed.  Reports  from  agents  showed 
satisfactory  sport  round  the  coast  in  spite  of 
bad  weather.  Dr.  Bateman  had  been  fishing 
at  Looe.  Pollack  not  feeding  well,  but  he 
secured  a  14-pounder.  Agent  at  Ramsgate  reported 
results  of  the  local  competition — the  trophy  and 
gold  medal  :having  been  won  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Crocker, 
a  member  of  the  society,  and  also  the  National 
Council's  m^dal  for  the  biggest  flat  fish.  Other 
members — ^Mr.  G.  R.  Nicol,  silver  medal,  another 
day  heaviest- weight  fiah,  231b.  lOoz.,  Mrs.  Wallace 
C.  Nickels,  141b.  2oz.  A  member  fishing  off  the 
Galway  coast  took  some  very  good  bass. 
Ballycotton  still  in  full  swing  in  spite  _  of 
very  rough  weather.  Four  members  still  fishing, 
gales  and  rain  preventing  all  fishing  in  Bay ;  but  the 
resources  of  Ballycotton  never  end,  so  without  the 
permission  of  the  august  committee  on  Tuesday, 
Oct.  2,  a  Ballycotton  B.S.A.S.  open  competition 
was  boldly  announced.  (Note,  a  dispensation 
has  since  been  granted.)  Harbour  fi.shing  only, 
and  there    was    of  available  water  fifty  yards. 


At  3  p.m.,  six  rods,  and  at  6  result  annoimced. 
First,  C.  R.  Wiidman,  seven  congers,  12Jlb.,  lOHb., 
lOilb..  9»lb.,  9|lb.,  S^lb.,  and  8]lb.,  total,  69*ib.  ; 
second,  J.  F.  Eldridge,  four  of  the  beasts,  13pb., 
131b.,  12|lb.,and  I'ilh.,  total,  47lb.  ;  C.  German, 
unattached,  third,  with  two  congers,  281b.  and  i:,Ub., 
total,  37ilb. ;  A.  C.  Wampaeh,  fourth,  four  congers, 
141b.,  7ilb.,  (ilb.,  and  2Jlb..  total,  3()lb.  ;  grand 
total,  three  hours'  fishing,  I84lb.  Mr.  SenipVe  then 
drew  attention  to  the  cup  and  the  medals  in  fiont 
of  him.  and  proceeded  to  distribute  them,  explain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  specimen  fish  competition. 
Twenty-two  kinds  of  fish,  each  a  class,  provided  a 
prize,  and  if  any  remarkable  specimen  outside  that 
number  was  captured,  a  prize  for  it  at  the  Com- 
mittee's option.  The  following  were  the  silver 
medallists: — For  bass,  101b.  4oz.,  caught  at  Tenby, 
Eric  Parker  ;  coalfish,  H^lb.,  Ballycotton,  T.  Eric 
Gardner;  cod,  241b.,  Penzance.  J.  T.  Ashby; 
conger,  2()Jlb.,  Bognor,  F.  H  Hoare  Ward;  Dab, 
1  lb.  12oz.,  Southend,  F.  Waller;  flounder,  21b.  6oz., 
Southend,  Harold  Trill ;  gurnard,  01b.,  Penzance, 
Neville  R.  Stone;  hake,"  121b.  lOoz.,  Penzance, 
Horace  Slado ;  ling.  301b.,  Ballycotton,  S.  W. 
Bullock;  pollack,  141b.  loz..  Deal,  H.  H.  Akers ; 
pouting,  31b.,  Ballycotton,  C.  H.  Wadman ;  sea- 
bream,  31b.,  Ballycotton,  Oliver  Wheeler ;  skate, 
1941b.,  Ballycotton,  J.  N.  Hearn  ;  whiting, 
31b.  2oz.,  Lochinver,  Dr.  Hinton  Bateman; 
wrasse,  41b.  7oz.,  Salcombo,  Dr.  W.  Cock.  Special 
silver  medal  for  halibut,  S.  Bullock,  Ballycotton, 
and  the  ladies'  prize  to  Mrs.  T.  M.  Wheeler  for  the 
largest  fish  taken  bv  lady  members  of  the  societv, 
a  skate  of  1271b. "  at  Ballycotton.  Mr.  C.  R. 
Wadman  received  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Cap  given  by  the 
society's  vice-president,  C.  R.  Payton,  H.B.M. 
Consul,  Calais — most  marks  for  the  three  best  fish. 
The  "musical  e\'ening"  was  an  unquaUfied  success, 
not  scientific- — no — but  a  very  much  up-to-date, 
Bohemian  affair,  really  a  survival — for  the  old  (in 
age)  members  said,  "  Ah  !  this  is  what  we  had  forty 
years  ago,  and  you  can't  get  it  now" — but  we  had 
it.  Mr.  T.  Edgar,  as  always,  presided — that's  the 
word— yat  the  piano.  Messrs.  Briton  Luget,  Wilson, 
Martell,  E.  E.  Young,  J.  H.  Hopkinson,  A.  W.  Emms, 
G.  G.  Chalk.  Tom  Boyton,  constituted  a  strong  team. 
The  Society's  old  friend,  Walter  Crisfield,  was,  as 
always,  received  with  enthusiasm,  and  Mr.  Malcolm 
Lawson,  the  composer  of  "  Songs  of  the  North,"  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Schneider  gave  the  professional  touch  that 
fairly  "brought  down  the  house,"  Mr.  W.  K.  Sum 
mers,  singing  better  each  year  as  time  runs  on,  was  a 
charm.  As  usual,  under  the  skilled  management  of 
the  entertainment  committee,  represented  by  Mr. 
E.  M.  Mallett,  all  went  smoothly,  and  a  happy  body 
of  men  separated  at  a  late  hour.  Next  Wednesday 
"  Ballycotton,"  by  Mr.  Mallett.— H.  P. 

City  op  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

At  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  presiding,  some  nice  fish  were  on  the  trays. 
Some  fin©  pike,  including  a  specimen  of  141b.,  were 
shown  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Msrritt — part  of  a  good  catch 
of  several  fish;  Mr.  Lee  also  taking  jack  at  Wraya- 
bury,  where  Mr.  Higgs  had  taken  dace.  Mr. 
Canton  had  had  roach  from  the  Thames ;  Mr. 
Merritt  roach  and  perch,  besides  pike.  At  Leigh, 
Mr.  Clark  took  some  thirty  flatfish.  A  gentleman 
nominated  on  Sept.  25  was  elected.  The  principal 
item  of  the  meeting  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  E.  J  Orpin, 
on  "Fishing  in  the  Medway,"  in  which  the  delights 
of  angling — and  the  fish  to  be  caught — in  that 
celebrated  stream  were  delightfully  portrayed. 
The  paper  was  greatly  appreciated,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Orpin  at  its  close. 
Those  participating  in  the  punt  match  of  Oct.  16 
should  travel  by  the  9.35  a.m.  train  from  Waterloo. 
It  is  also  notified  that  on  the  oc«asion  of  the  perch 
competition  of  Oct.  23  a  valuable  prize  for  the  two 
best  fish  will  be  offered  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont. 
There  will  be  an  outing  to  Leigh  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  27,  and  a  social  supper,  to  which  ladies  are 
invited,  takes  place  on  Oct.  30.  Specimen  copies 
were  to  hand  of  the  "Trent  Otter's"  new  book. 
The  work  was  much  admired,  and  several  additional 
copies  were  subscribed  for.  The  toast  of  the 
C.L.P.S.  and  that  of  "The  Successful  Angler," 
Mr.  Merritt,  having  hesn  duly  honoured,  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  genial  chairman  concluded  the 
proceedings  of  a  very  important  meeting. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Grbsham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Tclfer  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  there  being  a  fair  number 
of  visitors  present.  During  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing a  discussion  on  knots  took  place,  the  chairman 
illustrating  some  of  the  best  and  simplest  by  means 
of  good-sized  cord,  so  that  the  way  they  were  made 
was  evident  to  everyone.  There  seemed  to  be  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  the  "  buffer  "  knot  was  hardly 
needed,  as  it  was  thought  that  the  elasticity  of  the  rod 
top  would  in  practice  prevent  any  jarring.  The  chair- 
man thought  that  on  mechanical  principles  that 
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Surplus  Library  Books 


and  New  Remainders 


OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 


The  OCTOBER  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 

Sent  post  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  SflN. 
48,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Cliathara 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i.  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  tlie  same  address. 


CITY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  ■  F.  B.  MILDMAY,  Esq.,  M.P. 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday  at  "The 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,"  Coleman  Street,  E.C. 
Among  other  privileges,  members  have  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the  Society's 
extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close  to  Wrays 
bury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of  Hon 
Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Pcestdent— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

SKCRETARr. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Haretleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. 
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Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply 
ing  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 
Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS  for  2/3, 
BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS 


THE  POPULAR 

SCOTCH 


IS 


BUUX&WHITE 


.JAMES  BUCHANAN  &  CO..  Ltd, 
•26.  Hdi.uokn.  Loxno.v,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR 
STOCKING. 

All  Sorts.  Lists  Free.    Book  Early. 

FORD,  CAISTOR. 


LESSOJVS 

IN 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY 
DRESSING 

AND 

FLY  FISHING 

By  Professional  Fisherman. 

Terms,  &o.,  "  G.,"  Florence  Villa,  Vincent 
Road,  West  Green,  Tottenham. 


WANTED. 

Wanted  by  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 

Back  Numbers  of 
THE   FISHING  GAZETTE. 

All  issues  1877  and  1878,  and  Oct.  30  and  De  ■.  18, 
1880  ;  Feb.  19,  April  16,  and  July  23. 1881  ;  Dec.  22! 
1883  ;  .Tan.  9  and  Dec.  25, 1886 ;  Jan.  12  and  .Tune  29, 
1889  ;  Mar.  1, 1890  ;  May  16, 1891 ;  and  July  2, 1892! 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMOOATION 

For  Fi8hin(?  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOniiD  ADVERTISE  IH 

'HE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street.  AUreton 


Box  sent  Post  Free  top  Bti. 


FREWIN'S 

S  SPECIAL  NAILS 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


For  Fishings  and  ^ 
Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
and  Boots.  q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
LONDON,  S.E. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 

" ESCO  WHEAT" 

FINEST  SOFT-GRAINED  QUALITY. 

"CAROLINA  RICE" 

LARGEST   NATURAL  GRAIN. 

"PREPARED  BARLEY" 

SPECIALLY  SELECTED. 


"We  guarantee  the  above  as  being  of  the  very 
best  quality  procurable. 

Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


Sample  Bags  of  Rice  and  Barley,  6d.  each,  if 
ordered  with  Wheat. 


^rfrf/-ess.— Manager.  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blaekfpiaps,  London,  S.E. 


You  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quaUty  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  BconomicaL 


Save  the  "  F.G."  Number  by  Number,  until 
the  Volume  is  complete,  by  using 

THE  "FISHING  GAZETTE" 
MECHANICAL  BINDER, 

Price  3/9  nett. 

This  Mechanical  Binder  is  well  and  strongly 
made  in  cloth  gilt,  with  Mechanism  complete. 

THIS  useful  invention  enables  subscribers  to 
'jind  up,  number  by  number,  Ihe  Fishing 
jAZEITe  as  they  are  published,  and  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Volume  can  be  taken  off  and  sent 
to  the  Bookbinder— leaving  the  Mechanical 
Binder  free  for  tlie  next  volume.  Wiether  con- 
taining une  number  or  a  complete  volume  it  has 
the  appearance  of,  and  handles  the  same  as,  an 
ordinarily  bound  liook.  It  is  the  only  method 
by  which  The  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  instant'y 
bound  with  the  same  facility  as  a  sinaTe  leaf, 
and  there  are  no  wires  or  elastic  strings  to  get 
out  of  order. 

LONDON:  "FISHING  GAZETTE"  OFFICE 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.  ' 


WE5TLET. 


AND  CO.  Ltd. 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Anglers  wishing  to  -obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION 

S'or  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  *o. 

SHOULD  ABVEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:   9,  Market  Hill.  Cambrldze. 


Spinning  Rod 

for  Salmon  and  Pike. 
Greenheart. 

A  PERFECT  PIKE  ROD 


Two  Joints  only. 
Splint-end  Lockfast  Joint. 
Cork-covered  stopper. 
Bindings  protected  by  wire. 
Rubber  Buttons. 

In  best  quality  Partition  Bag,  with 
improved  spring  clips. 

In  design  as  well  as  in  finish  this 
rod  is  superior  to  any  other  spinning 
rod  we  have  seen. 

The  average  pike  rod  is  so  stiff 
that  it  is  more  like  a  derrick  than  a 
fishing  rod,  and  this  fault  prohibits 
the  use  of  fine  tackle. 

Westley  Richards'  "Salmox"  Spin- 
ning Rod  is  light  and  springy,  and  if 
the  rod  is  allowed  to  do  its  proper 
share  of  the  work  very  little  exertion 
is  required  to  obtain  a  long  and 
accurate  cast.  Although 
a  light  rod  it  possesses 
ample  power  to  keep 
a  fish  out  of  the 
weeds  or  from 
going  be- 
neath the 
boat. 


The", Salmox  "is  a  far 
better  finished  rod  than 
has  hitherto  been  intro- 
duced. So  confident  are  we 
of  this  fact  that  we  are  willing  to 
send  one  for  comparison  on  approbation  on 
receipt  of  a  remittance  covering  its  value. 

Price,  with  revolving  butt  and  end  rings 
and  intervening  bridge  rings,  as  illustrated, 
30/- 
With  Agale  rings  throughout, 

«2  Ts.  6d. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :— "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham, 
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knot  would  hold  best  which  was  tied  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  strain  came  in  an  oblique 
way,  and  the  weakest  one  that  where  the  strain 
wa^  at  right  angles  to  the  length  of  the  cast. 
Very  little  of  original  matter  maj'  have  been 
added  to  one's  knowledge  of  this  subject,  but  it 
formed  an  agreeable  matter  for  discussion.  The 
only  fishing  report  worthy  of  record  was  that  of  Mr. 
Brice,  who  gave  an  interesting  account  of  a  holidaj' 
spent  in  Devonshire,  where,  during  the  first  part  of 
his  trip  he  had  some  good  sport  with  the  trout. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co., 
an  exhibition  of  sea  tackle  will  be  held  on  Oct.  23. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

PiscATORiAi.  Society. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  prasided  over  the  meeting  held 
on  Oct.  8,  and  recounted  his  adventures  in  Argyll- 
shire. He  chose  an  unfortunate  time  for  liis 
holidays,  as  during  the  whole  fortnight  he  was  up 
north  it  rained  every  day.  The  rivers  were  up  and 
down,  and  there  was  little  chance  of  fish.  He  how- 
ever got  pike,  and  a  salmon  of  121b..  besides  sea- 
trout  up  to  21b.  On  the  Itclien,  on  Oct.  6,  there 
was  a  good  hatch  of  fly,  and  grayling  were  rising 
well,  but  the  president  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  get  them  to  take  any  fly  he  offered  them.  He 
managed  to  secure  a  leash,  scaling  about  1  lb.  each, 
and  a  trout  of  21b.,  which  latter  liad  to  be  put  back. 
At  Uxbridge,  Mr.  McClintock  Lind  had  pike  of  no 
great  weight,  but  Mr.  A.  H.  Dunn  was  broken  by  a 
good  fish.  Mr.  Moselev  had  grand  sport  at  Deal 
from  boat,  getting  in  four  days  500  fish  of  sorts. 
Whiting  were  most  in  evidence,  but  he  had  several 
cod  from  4lb.  to  71b.  each,  codling,  pouting,  dabs, 
dogfish  and  floimders.  The  usual  autumn  house 
dinner  will  take  place  at  an  early  date  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant ;  particulars  will  be  announced 
as  soon  as  matters  are  in  train.  There  was  no 
angling  news  from  Newbury,  but  it  may  interest 
members  to  know  that  water  from  the  main  has 
now  been  laid  on  at  the  society's  headquarters 
there. — Hon.  Sec. 

Walton  Angling  Association. 
A  double  punt  fishing;  competition  was  held  on 
Oct.  7,  at  Walton-on-Thames,  for  prizes  presented 
by  Mr.  Joe  Plant.  The  prizes  were  won  by  F. 
Power  and  W.  Duffield  (first),  with  101b.  3oz.,  and 
(second)  by  F.  WindsDr  and  E.  Marshall,  Clb.  4oz. 
On  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  a  pike  14lb.  4  oz.  was  taken 
from  the  Walton  Reach. — Arthub  Peering. 


Provincial  flnglitig  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  more  rain  since  my  last  report  was 
sent  on,  and  our  rivers  are  now  of  a  good  colour 
and  up  to  their  normal  level.  The  Severn  has 
greatly  improved,  the  roach  have  been  taking  the 
gentle  and  paste,  and  fair  catches  have  been 
made.  Chub  fishing  is  now  at  its  best  on  this 
river.  Fish  up  to  51b.  have  been  taken,  and  a  good 
number  of  a  smaller  size.  Rod  and  line  salmon 
fishing  ends  on  the  31st  of  the  present  month. 
Very  few  licences  have  been  issued  for  rods,  and  no 
fish  of  any  account  have  been  taken.  Now  that  the 
river  is  in  good  order  pike  fishing  should  improve. 
Roach,  bream,  and  perch  fishing  has  again  been 
satisfactory  on  the  Avon.  A  nice  lot  of  bream 
have  been  taken  from  the  Evesham,  Chad  bury  and 
the  Fladbury  'portions  of  the  river.  A  fine  ■  eel 
of  4Jlb.  was  taken  at  the  latter  place 
last  week ;  it  was  taken  with  a  dead  gudgeon 
for  bait.  The  Aston  Britannia  members 
have  done  well  lately  at  Onion  Pike,  Harvington, 
with  the  bream.  One  member  took  two  which 
weighed  11  lb.  2oz.,  below  Fladbury.  Some  fair- 
sized  pike  have  been  taken.  Roach  and  bream 
have  been  on  the  feed,  but  below  here,  down  the 
river,  sport  has  been  quiet.  Perch  fishing  should 
now  be  good  in  the  Evesham  part  of  the  river.  The 
Trent  has  been  improved  by  the  recent  rain,  but  the 
river  near  to  our  city  has  not  been  fished  much. 
Bream  fishing  at  the  reservoir  at  Earlswood  has 
improved,  one  of  the  subscribers  last  week  caught 
two  which  turned  the  scale  at  11  lb.  Anglers 
have  been  successful  at  the  Sutton  Park  pools 
since  the  rain.  Canal  fishing  has  improved 
near  to  Fernhill  Heath.  Some  fair-sized  chub, 
roach,  and  eels  have  been  taken  on  the  Stratford 
Canal  at  the  lime  wharf. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  my  last  notes  excellent  sport  has  been  had 
with  roach.  The  waters  have  been  much  improved 
by  the  recent  rains.  The  Kirkstead  district  of  the 
Witham  has  yielded  some  exceptionally  good 
baskets  of  roach  and  rudd.  The  other  lengths 
between  Kirkstead  and  Boston  have  also  been 


visited  with  success,  an  occasional  bream,  weighing 
up  to  51b.,  has  been  met  with.  A  pike  of  101b.  has 
been  captui-ed.  The  Tattershall  district  of  the 
Witham  for  roach  and  Langrick  for  pike  are  places 
well  worth  a  visit  just  now.  The  greater  portion 
of  the  South  Forty-foot  river  has  been  running 
exceptionally  low  during  the  last  two  seasons  to 
enable  cleansing  operations  to  be  carried  out.  The 
filling  up  process  is  now  conteinplated.  This  will 
be  glad  news  to  sportsmen  formerly  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  this  once  prolific  stretch,  inasmuch  as  the 
minor  drains,  which  have  been  dammed  up  during 
the  time  some  work  Bourne  way  has  been  carried 
on,  are  reported  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

This  week  so  far  has  been  very  good  for  what  we 
may  call  specimen  fish  on  the  River  Hull,  several 
roach  being  taken  that  scaled  from  lib.  each  to 
about  1  lb.  6oz.,  but  chiefly  at  Beverley  Beck -end, 
Figham,and  Wawne,both  maggot  and  pa-te  this  week 
doing  good  service.  Yet  for  tlie  coming  week,  owing 
to  the  recent  rains  and  heavy  tides,  I  must 
certainly  recommend  paste  to  be  fished  very 
light  but  to  trail  the  bottom,  and  many  large 
fish  will  Ije  secured,  the  lower  waters  at 
Figham,  Wawne,  Cicey,  and  Dunswell  being 
nicely  coloured  and  in  grand  trim  for  this  kind  of 
angling.  Some  very  good  bream  have  recently 
been  taken  at  Beverley  Beck-end,  a  young  angler 
talking  one  to-day  (Wednesday)  that  scaled  over  31b. 
I  also  hear  of  verv  good  fisli  being  taken  as  low 
down  the  river  as  Burton  Hall,  which  is  rather  an 
exception  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  River 
Ludd  at  Tetney  Lock,  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  up 
to  Austin  Fen  is  providing  excellent  sport  just 
now,  and  clubs  cannot  do  better  than  fish  their 
matches  on  this  river  at  the  present  time. 


FROM   THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  the  day  that  brown  trout  fishing  went  out 
(Oct.  1) — or,  rather,  on  that  night — we  were  visited 
by  a  violent  thunderstorm  with  heavy  rain,  which 
lifted  the  streams  an  inch  or  two.  Although  this 
slight  rise  in  the  water  wi^s  not  to  the  advantage  of 
the  night  fishing  for  sea-trout,  yet  the  following 
night  Mr.  R.  Bigland,  fishing  the  Lower  Levens 
waters  (Kent),  killed  eight,  which  he  followed  up  by 
taking  fifteen  the  night  after.  In  this  latter  fishing 
he  had  several  fish  weighing  about  21b.  apiece.  On 
this  latter  night  Mr.  Gifford  Bland  had  a  capital  lot 
of  twenty-seven,  which  were  creeled  on  the  Levens 
Park  waters,  the  best  fish  being  slightly  under  21b. 
On  Oct.  4  very  heavy  rain  fell,  and  at  night  the 
streams  about  here  were  in  flood,  which  means  that 
the  night  fishing  for  sea-trout  for  this  season  is  over. 
The  following  day  Mr.  Craig  had  a  good  pannier  of 
these  fish  from  tlie  Levens  Park  waters,  taken  with 
artificial  minnow  and  big  fly. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  open  contest  at  Worsley  for  the  stocking 
fund  last  Saturday  was  a  success,  attracting  an 
entry  of  190,  and  all  eighteen  prizes  were  won. 
The  Gorton  Angling  Society,  at  Poynton,  closed 
their  match  list,  forty  rods  competing  for  and 
winning  the  eighteen  prizes,  and  extra  for 
specimens,  etc.  The  Bollin  is  again  very  low, 
and  a  freshet  badly  needed.  The  Lune  is  closed 
for  trout  fishing,  and  the  baihffs  report  having 
killed  considerably  over  200  fish  during  the  season. 
The  trout  fishing  .season  on  the  Ribble  is  over,  and 
it  has  not  been  a  good  one.  On  the  Wyre  the  season 
has  not  been  a  good  one  by  any  means. 


FROM  MANCHESTER, 

Mr.  Robiiison,  Pendleton,  fishing  at  Middlewich, 
writes  to  the  effect  that  the  N.  Staffs  Canal  is 
fishing  very  well.  The  Ardwick  anglers  had  a  most 
successful  content  at  Chester  on  Oct.  7,  Mr.  W.  Cox 
heading  the  prize  list,  and  takes  cup  and  gold 
medal.  Two  Salford  and  four  Manchester  rods  now 
in  the  Llanymynech  district  are  reported  to  be 
enjoying  good  sport.  The  Salford  Socials  and 
Welcomb  angling  societies  have  just  elected  new 
executives.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  good 
turn  at  High  Lane  on  Oct.  7.  They  are  vigorously 
promoting  their  draw  for  "  Dick  "  Pendlebury.  ^ 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  appears  thoroughly  to  have  broken 
up.  Rain  has  fallen  almost  daily  since  the  despatch 
of  my  last  report,  and  the  showers  have  affected  the 
height  and  general  condition  of  the  Trent.  No 
great  volume  of  water  has  certainly  been  running, 
but  the  sudden  change  has  not  benefited  the  ordinary 
class  of  anglers.  News  from  Shardlow  is  to  the 
effect  that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  again  been 
amongst  the  roach  and  chub,  and  that  a  fine  catch 
of  the  "loggerheads"  has  been  effected  by  Mr. 
Harry  Harriman,  of  Long  Eaton,  and,  of  course,  a 


member  of  our  City  Wellington  Society.  Mr.  H.  E. 
Birks  and  Mr.  P.  Taylor  have  had  "a  mixed  bag 
from  the  Fiskerton  waters  of  the  society  named ; 
and  above  or  at  Hoveringham  Mr.  J.  Gee,  of 
Radford,  has  creeled  about  a  dozen  pounds  of 
beautiful  dace. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Eels  and  flounders  are  giving  good  sport  in  the 
Severn.  Mr.  Brant,  of  the  Sabrina  Club,  had  a  fine 
lot,  and  Messrs.  W.  Holder,  of  the  same  club,  had  a 
capital  lot  of  chub.  Mr.  H.  Baylis,  chub  up  to  41b., 
Messrs.  Thomas  and  Hill,  141b.  and  l(i|lb.  of  chub 
and  dace,  some  of  the  latter  very  fine  ;  and  Messrs. 
H.  Tyler  and  H.  Wood  good  catches  of  pike  and 
perch  in  the  Avon,  near  Defford.  The  Westward  Ho 
Club  had  a  contest  in  their  club  water,  in  the  Teme, 
near  Leigh  Court.  Sport  was  slow,  and  no  big  catch 
had.  Mr.T.  Prosser  first  prize,  Mr.  F.  Weaver  second. 
The  prizes  won  in  the  late  inter-club  contest  were 
presented  to  the  successful  competitors  at  a  smoking 
concert  held  at  the  "Albion"  Inn  on  Oct.  6.  A 
capital  programme  of  music  was  provided,  and 
everything  passed  off  very  successfully.  The  chief 
prize  winners  wei'e  Mr.  H.  Knight,  Champion  Medal, 
special  for  heaviest  roach,  a  barrel  of  ale  and  cash 
amounting  to  £2  Ss.  2.  H.  Sleath ;  3.  E.  Hill.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  donors  of 
prizes,  and  to  those  who  had  so  ably  contributed  to 
the  harmony  of  the  evening. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  nice  samples  of  roach  were  taken  in 
the  York  and  District  Amalgamation  waters  of  the 
Ouse  below  Fulford  on  Saturday,  on  the  occasion 
of  an  open  sweepstake.  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe.  of  the 
Clifton  Association,  had  the  largest  catch,  his  fish 
weighing  41b.  3J-oz.  E.  Simpson  was  second,  with 
31b.  15oz.  ;  D.  Wilson,  third,  31b.  ll|oz.  ;  and  W. 
Lawson,  fourth,  31b.  9^oz.  The  total  weight  of  fish 
caught  was  nearly  99lb.,and  twenty  clubs  represented 
by  ninety-five  anglers  competed.  Mr.  W.Parkin,  Bay 
Horse  Inn,  Fulford,  added  £1  to  the  entrance  fees. 
He  purposes  to  make  the  match  an  annual  fixture, 
and  invites  the  co-operation  of  the  various  clubs. 
The  St.  Denys'  A. A.  fished  a  sweepstakes  at 
Cottingwith  on  Oct.  8,  when  small  catches  resulted, 
the  largest,  21b.,  being  made  by  J.  Corney.  Success 
rewarded  the  anglers  of  the  same  association  at 
Wheldrake  Ings,  when  H.  Heath  caught  4ilb.,  the 
fish  including  a  fine  sample  of  six  dace,  weighing 
2|lb.  Further  afield — in  the  Swale  at  Morton— 
thirty-two  members  of  the  Moore  Steel  Works  A.C., 
Stockton,  competed  in  the  annual  fishing-match. 
The  water  was  of  a  dark,  peaty  colour,  and  only 
small  catches  were  made.  B.  Watson  was  first, 
1  lb.  3oz.,  T.  Harper  second,  and  F.  Gardener  third. 
The  York  Central  Jubilee  A.A.  also  visited  Linton, 
and  all  the  competitors  caught  fish,  most  falling  to 
Warriner. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

NoHTH  OF  Ireland. 
A  number  of  northern  rivers  closed  on  Oct.  10. 
They  included  the  Mourne,  Strule,  Glenelly,  Derg, 
Finn,  Burn  Dennet,  Roe,  Faughan,  and  other  streams 
entering  the  eastern  side  of  Lough  Foyle.  In  the  past 
week  the  tideway  of  the  Comber  at  full  tide  has  held 
shoals  of  sea-trout,  but  they  will  not  look  at  the  fly. 
At  Limavady  (co.  Londonderry)  Petty  Sessions  on 
Oct.  8,  the  Londonderry  Board  of  Conservators 
prosecuted  John  Loughery,  a  farmer,  for  beating  the 
waters  of  the  Roe,  at  Carrick,  on  Sept.  26.  John 
Kerr,  water  bailiff,  proved  the  offence,  and  the 
defendant  was  fined  in  £2.  The  same  complainants 
charged  Robert  McCallion  with  using  a  gaff  in  the 
same  river  on  the  same  date,  and  William  Boyd  for 
aiding  and  abetting.  The  offence  was  proved  and 
each  was  fined  in  £4.  The  same  defendants  were 
sentenced  to  two  months'  and  one  month's  imprison- 
ment respectively,  for  beating  a  man  named  Allen 
on  a  recent  date. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  season  just  closed  on  the  Corrib  was  a  pretty 
good  one,  both  as  regards  net  fishing  and  angling. 
On  the  fishery  over  2000  salmon  were  killed,  two  rods 
being  credited  with  half  of  that  number.  Amongst 
the  Western  rivers  which  have  closed  are  Owen- 
more,  Munhim,  Moy,  Oughterard,  Newport,  etc. 


NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS. 


English  Angling  Championship. 
The  first  annual  competition  for  the  title  and 
silver  cup  between  the  associations  affiliated  to  the 
National  Federation  of  Anglers  will  be  held  on  the 
River  Thames  at  Pangbourne  on  Monday  next, 
Oct.  15.  Teams  of  twelvemembers  representing  seven 
associations  will  compete.  The  associations  repre- 
sented will  be  :  Sheffield,  Provincial  (Birmingham), 
Leeds  Amalgamated,  Hull  and  District,  Boston, 
Central  Association  (London),  Anglers'  Association 
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"NAVY"  MIXTURE 

A  TRULY  DELIGHTFUL  TOBACCO. 


JOHN 


Sn  SON. 


Wll 


NOTTINGHAM, 

forward  Testing  Sample,  post  free,  to  Applicants 
mentioning  this  Paper. 


1/8  per  :^-lb.      5d.  per  oz. 

IVIEDIXJlVr, 

1/6  per  ^-Ib.  per  oz. 


FLY-TYING  EXHIBIT  AT  BRISTOL, 


BUCKLAND  FISHERY 


All  interested  in,  Flij-Tying,  Amateur  or  Professional, 
should  send  at  once  to  Mr.  M.  H.  Parr,  Secretanj  of 
The  Bristol  and  Clifton  Arts  and  Crafts  Society,  5,  Grove 
Buildinf/s,  Blackboy  Hill,  Bristol,  for  particulars  of  the 
Fly-tying  Exhibit  of  Salmon  Flies  and  Flies  for  Dry  Fly 
and  Wet  Fly  Fishing.  3Ir.  H.  S.  Hall  has  kindly  consented 
to  Judge.  Flies  may  he  sold,  and  Certificates  ivill  be 
uivarded. 

HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 

NOVEMBER  3rd,  4th,  and  Sth. 


BRAUNTON,  N,  DEVON, 


BROWN     TROUT  FINGERLINGS, 

Per  100,  1,000,  and  5,000,  now  ready  for  delivery.    Also  other  Fish. 
List  on  application  to  F.  G.  RICHMOND. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.     FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS. 

Peize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numerous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing  Tackle. 

For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Geippbb,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  Bay. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

OCTOBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WEST   COAST    Cnln)  ROUTE 

  ■  UEIWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 

Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   91  hrs. 
GLASGOW      „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  Hi  „ 
INVERNESS  in  13^  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refresliment  Cars.      Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  witii  every  modern  convenience. 

Kor  further  information  npply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
 R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


LESSONS  GIVEN  IN  SALMON  &  TROUT  FLY  CASTING,  SPINNING,  &c. 

Dry  Fly  Fishing  a  Speciality.         Throwing  against  the  Wind,  &c.,  &c. 

CLIENTS  CAN  BE  COACHED  ON  THBIR  OWN  WATER. 

For  Terma.  apply  to  FRED.  G.  SHAW.  11,  Neville  Court.  Abbey  Road,  London.  N.W. 


(London).  Most  of  the  teams  will  leave  London  on 
the  rnorning  of  compstition  by  the  8.48  train  from 
Paddington.  The  draw  for  position  will  take  plaje 
at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Pangbourne,  and  a  start  made 
by  signal  at  eleven  a.m ,  fishing  to  cease  at 
five  p.m.  The  cup  and  medals  will  be  on  visw 
at  the  Swan,  and  will  be  presented  to  the  winnini^ 
team  by  the  Preside.it  of  the  Federation,  Mr.  F.  f. 
Gorrill,  before  the  day's  proceedings  close.  Friends 
wishing  to  go  down  to  witnes !  the  match  can  obtain 
tickets  from  Mr.  Woodruff,  the  Secretary,  who  will 
be  on  Paddington  platform  ;  the  price  of  railway 
tickets  available  .by  the  8.48  a.m.  down  and  the 
7.30  return  from  Pangbo  arne  will  be  4s.  6d. 

R.  G.  WoODBUfF. 


RAMSGATE  AND  DISTRICT 
SEA  FESTIVAL. 


PRIZE  LIST. 

Class  I. — Heaviest  one  day's  catch. — 1st,  Mr.  E. 
Crocker,  B.S.A.S.,  Isle  of  Thanet  trophy  and  gold 
medal;  2nd,  Mr.  E.  W.  Dean,  R.D.A.A ,  silver 
medal;  3rd,  Mr.  A.  Crew,  Nore  P.S.,  bronze  znedal. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  ten  whiting. — 1st,  Mr.  F 
Wacher,  H.B.A.A. ;  2nd,  Mr.  F.  H.  Dore,  R.D.A.A. : 
3rd,  Mr.  T.  W.  Mookeridge,  R.D.A.A. 

Class  III. — Heaviest  day's  catch  of  cod. — 1st, 
Mr.  A.  Crew,  Nore  P.S. ;  2nd,  Mr.  G.  W.  D.  Adams, 
D.W.A.A.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  F.  W.  Cox,  R.D.A.A. 

Class  IV.— 1st,  Mr.  J.  W.  Edwards,  R.D.A.A.  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  J.  Petley,  R.D.A.A. ;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Browne,  R.D.A.A. 

Class  V.— 1st,  Mr.  E.  Crocker,  B.S.A.S.,  Monday, 
341b.;  2nd,  Mr.  G.  R.  Nicol,  B.S.A.S.,  Sunday, 
231b.  lOoz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  F.  H.  Dore,  R.D.AA., 
Saturday,  191b.  2oz. 

Class  VI.— 1st,  Mr.  E.  W.  Dean,  R.D  A.A., 
ninety -two    fish;    2nd,    Mr.   Wilson,  H.B.A.A., 


seventy -nine  fish;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Watkins,  B.S.A.S  ., 
sixty-nine  fish. 

Special  I.— Mr.  E.W.  Potbury,  R.D.A.A.,  Carter's 
rod. 

Special  II.— Mrs.  Nickell,  B.S.A.S.  and  Folke- 
stone, ladies'  prize. 

Nation-al  Council  Medal.  —  Mr.  E.  Crocker, 
B.S.A.S. 

Special  III.— Mr.  E.  W.  Dean,  R.D.A.A.,  All- 
cock's  rod. 

KENT  CUP— FIRST  HEAT. 

Ramsgate  Team  (Winners). —Mr.  F.  W.  Cok, 
15Ib.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  Thornton,  I31b.  2oz.  ;  Mr. 
W.  H.  Bligh,  141b.  loz.    Total,  431b.  2az. 

Deal  Team.- Mr.  C.  G.  Slawson,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
G.  Hannan,  101b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  P.  Edgar,  11  lb.  Soz. 
Total,  341b.  Goz. 

Folkestone  Team  —Dr.  Gilbert,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  M. 
Dobbs,  51b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Bruce,  41b.  loz.  Total, 
131b.  9oz. 

Weight  of  fish  weighed  in  during  festival,  12451b.  ; 
largest  fish  caught,  131b.  4oz. ;  heaviest  one  day's 
individual  catch,  341b. ;  heaviest  catch  for  one 
boat,  701b.  6oz.  Weather  warm  and  dry ;  sea 
boisterous  on  Oct.  7.  F.  W.  Cox,  Hon.  Sec. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Co.,  Ltd.,  were  last  week 
honoured  with  a  visit  from  Mr.  Wrigley,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  a  letter  of  introduction  from  the 
Hawera  Acclimatisation  Society,  New  Zealand,  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  being  well  known  in  New 
Zealand  as  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  establish- 
ments in  all  matters  to  do  with  the  hatching  and 
rearing  of  Salmonidce. 

Mr.  Wrigley  was  very  much  struck  with  the 
splendid  stock  of  brown  trout  which  he  saw  at  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery.    It  was  most  unfortunate  that. 


owing  to  heavy  thunderstorms  throughout  the 
previous  night,  he  was  unable  to  see  to  advantage 
the  magnificent  stock  fish  which  are  kept  at  the 
Cleveley  branch  of  the  fishery,  but  this  disappoint 
ment  was  made  up  for  by  the  unique  show  of 
smaller  fish,  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  with 
which  the  ponds  at  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  are 
tseming ;  indeed,  this  famous  fishery  has  had 
such  a  successful  season  this  year,  that  all  the  year- 
ling ponds  are  as  full  as  they  dare  make  them,  and 
the  fi.3h  have  gcowa  in  so  unusual  a  w.vy  as  to  make 
additional  work  in  the  fishiry,  with  constant  thin- 
ning necassaryto  ensure  still  further  growth  and  a 
clean  bill  of  health.  It  appears  that  the  Hawera 
Acclimatisation  Society  is  one  of  many  estab- 
lished throughout  New  Zealand  whose  work  it 
is  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  fishing  and  shooting, 
and  thess  societies  are  endeavouring  in  every  way 
to  improve  the  sporting  capabilities  of  the  country. 
In  this  they  are  much  assisted  by  the  powers  that 
be,  especially  in  the  matter  of  carriage  of  live  fish,  all 
such  fish  being  carried  on  the  railw  ays  throughout  the 
islands  free  of  charge,  so  that  the  stocking  of  rivers, 
lakes,  etc.,  is  much  assisted  by  the  great  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  the  fish  thus  brought  about.  In  New 
Zealand  they  evidently  appreciate  the  importance 
of  encouraging  the  development  of  the  country  as 
far  as  regards  fishing,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  the 
authorities  at  home  cannot  be  jjersuaded  to  make 
some  similar  concessions,  the  carriage  of  live  fish 
being,  as  is  well  known,  a  very  considerable  addition 
to  the  cost  of  the  fish. 

We  hope  that  what  Mr.  Wrigley  saw  at  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery  will  be  of  service  to  him  in  his 
own  country.  Owing  to  his  being  unable  to  spare 
more  than  one  daj'  to  visit  the  fishery,  Mr.  Wrigley' s 
visit  was  necessarily  rather  hurried,  but  we  feel 
sure  that  he  could  not  have  spent  the  time  at  his 
disposal  to  better  advantage  or  more  eajoyably 
than  at  Wyresdale. 
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f  Th  is  simple  floiver,  that  loves  the  Sun, 
At  his  departure  hangs  her  head  and  weeps. 
And  shrouds  her  sweetness  up,  and  keeps 

Sad  vigils  ;  like  a  cloister  d  nun  ; 
Till  his  reviving  ray  appears. 
Waking  her  beauty  as  he  dries  her  tears. 

■ — Anon. 


Loch  Leven  Champioitship,  19Q6. 
On  Sept.  15,  we  gave  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  fishilio-rod  and  tackle  manufacturer, 
10  and  12,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh.  The  follow- 
ing particulars,  called  from  the  Scottish  Field,  may 
be  of  interest : — "  Besides  being  a  highly  successful 
business  man,  Mr.  Turnbull  is  a  keen  sportsman  ; 
he  is  alert,  active,  and  a  regular  '  sticker '  on  loch 
or  stream.  '  Observe  intelligently  and  persevere ' 
is  his  angling  motto.  He  is  thirty-six  years  of  age, 
and  his  5ft.  Ojin.  may  be  described  as  litheness  and 
agility."  On  the  championship  day  (Sept.  3),  thirty- 
two  champions  of  clubs  competed.  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  who  carried  off  first  honours,  had  a  catch 
of  six  trout,  61b.  lioz.  He  used  an  lift.  Walton 
rod  of  his  own  make,  and  one  of  the  successful  flies 
was  his  own  invention,  "  Turnbull' s  Favourite." 
He  represented  the  Walton  Club,  of  Edinburgh. 


•  A  CORRESPONDENT  saj'j  that  a  certain  sea  angler 
was  out  in  a  boat  recently  with  a  friend.  They 
both  "  pulled  in  their  hnes,  thinking  they  each  had 
a  fish;  then  they  thought  they  had  fouled  each 
other.  But  it  transpired  that  a  plaice  had  taken  a 
bait  from  each  line."  I  am  asked,  "To  whom  did 
that  plaice  belong  ?  "  If  the  fish  had  obliged  me 
with  a  "bite"  I  should  share  it  with  my  friend — 
"go  halves" — that  is  if  it  was  a  four-pounder;  if 
not,  I  should  toss  for  it.  But  perhaps  someone 
"  up"  in  conundrums  could  tell  a  better  way. 


The  Navy  League. 
On  Oct.  21  next  (the  anniversary  of  Trafalgar 
and  the  death  of  Nelson),  the  Navy  League  will 
again,  as  in  years  past,  place  decorations  on  the 
Nelson  Column  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  om- 
greatest  admiral.  If  any  of  our  readers  should 
desire  to  participate  in  this  celebration,  the  Navy 
League  would  willingly  take  charge  of  any  wreaths 
that  may  be  forwarded  for  the  purpose  and  see  that 
they  are  properly  placed  on  the  column.  Sub- 
scriptions or  donations  in  aid  of  the  celebration  will 
also  be  gladly  received  by  the  secretary  at  13,  V"ic- 
toria-street,  S.W. 


On  page  288  an  advertisement  appears  with  regard 
to  one  of  the  landmarks  on  the  .sea  coaafc  of  Deal. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  I  wended  my  way  to  the 
"  White  Cabin,"  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  pro- 
prietor, inscribed  my  name  upon  its  portals.  It  is 
really  a  snug  "  cabin,"  replete  with  every  comfort, 
and  I  have  slept  in  it  on  a  winter's  night  and 
basked  in  the  simshine  under  its  awning  on  a 
summer's  day.  I  am  sorry  that  Mr.  Ball  is  about 
to  give  up  his  house  and  "Cabin"  at  Deal,  and 
hope  that  whoever  succeeds  him  will  have  such  a 
happy  time  as  the  late  owner. 


On  p.  284  will  be  found  ths  pa"ticulars  of  a  most 
interesting  event  in  connection  with  the  angling 
world.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  38,  Firsby-road, 
Stamford  Hill,  London,  N.,  will  answer  all  enquiries. 


Mr.  H.  J.  Loc'KwooD  writes  :  "  On  Friday,  Oct.  5, 
at  a  meeting  presided  over  by  the  mayor  (Dr. 
Minns),  it  was  unanimously  re3olved  to  form  a 
fishing  club  at  Thetford,  and  a  secretary  and  com- 
mittee were  appointed  to  draw  up  a  scheme  and 
submit  same  to  a  further  meeting.  Tliere  were 
some  sixty  persons  present.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  society  will  be  able  to  improve  the  present  con- 
ditions of  fishing.  Thetford  has  two  river.s,  and 
there  is  a  good  stock  of  coarss  fish  in  them." 


Tars  is  not  a  "Mick,"  but  near  it: — "'We've 
got  a  man  hero  who  hasn't  come,'  a  Northampton 
foreman  said  to  an  applicant  for  work,  'and  if  he 
doesn't  turn  up  to-morrow  we  shall  send  liiiu  homo. '  " 
If  he  had  come,  therefore,  he  evidently  would  not 
have  been  there  ;  but  if  he  turned  up  on  the  morrow 
we  have  not  the  faintest  idea  where  he  would  have 
been  ! 


The  sardines  have  again  failed  to  visit  the  Breton 
coasts  this  year,  and  the  fishermen  and  their  families, 
who  are  dependent  on  the  industry,  are  threatened 
with  actual  starvation  during  the  coming  winter. 


On  page  274  will  be  found  the  result  of  the 
Ladies'  Sea  Angling  Competition  at  Deal  on  Oct.  4. 
To-day  (Saturday)  will  see  the  last  of  the  three- 
days'  Sea  Angling  Competition  at  Lowestoft,  and 
the  Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association  announce 
their  fourth  annual  series  of  autumn  competitions 
from  pier  and  boats.  The  dates  are — from  the  pier, 
Oct.  20,  21,  and  22  ;  from  boats,  Oct.  27,  28, 
and  29.  Entries  close  on  Oct.  18  for  pier,  and 
Oct.  25  for  boats.  All  communications  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Hon.  Sees.,  Queen's  Hotel, 
Folkestone. 

*  *  *  * 

I  had  almost  forgotten  the  Herne  Bay  Festival— 
from  pier  and  boats — Nov.  3,  4,  and'  5.  Entries 
close  Oct.  30.  For  particulars  and  entry  forms 
apply  Joseph  Gripper,  hon.  sec,  Herne  Bay. 

*  *  *  » 

The  next  "big"  event  will  be  the  Deal  Competi- 
tion, under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society.  The  dates  are — from  the  pier,  Nov.  17 
and  18,  ,and.from  boats,  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26.  The 
rules,  regulations,  and  all  particulars  as  to  the 
conduct  of  this  always  popular  festival  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  Pickup,  4' 
Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

A  Fishy  Story. 
g  Fishing  from  his  boat  at  Paxton  on  Saturday, 
says  the  Sunderland  Echo  of  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Storey 
observed  a  salmon  flopping  in  the  stream  above,  and 
being  apparently  dragged  across  the  thin  water 
towards  the  shore,  sixty  yards  off.  On  rowing  up 
he  found  that  the  fish  was  struggling  with  an  otter, 
which  had  just  got  it  ashore  and  was  about  to  enjoy 
its  meal,  when  at  the  near  approach  of  the  boat  it 
dived  and  disappeared.  The  boatman  put  his  net 
under  the  gasping  fish,  and  found  it  to  be  a  fresh- 
run  male  salmon  of  181b.  The  otter  had  seized  it  by 
the  big  under-fin,  but,  save  for  the  teeth  marks 
there,  the  fish  was  undamaged  and  intact.  Thus 
curiously  caught  at  4  p.m.,  it  adorned  the  Paxton 
dinner  table  at  7.30.  Mr.  Storey  and  his  guests 
enjoyed  the  whole  transaction  ;  but  what  the  otter 
thovight  of  it  is  unknown. 

*  *  *  » 
The  Otter. 

What -the  otter  thought  may  bj  imkno wn, 
What  the  otter  said  we  all  must  own 
Was  something  just  like  this. 
Departing  with  a  "swish." 

Thus  quotli  the  otter : 
"  You  angling  '  rotter,' 
You  salmon  '  potter.' 
So  I  must  empty  roam. 
While  you  to  dine,  go  home." 

The  Salmon. 

Thus  quoth  the  salmon  : 
"O  stop  your  gammon, 
Curse  your  maw, 
Hold  your  jaw ; 
I'll  just  grace  his  dinner, 
You  old  grizzly  sinner." 

The  Dinner. 
The  fish  was  cook'd. 
Though  never  hook'd. 
By  fly,  nor  spinner ! 
Oh  !  what  a  dinner  ! 
The  wine  went  round 
With  jovial  sound. 
Guests  laugh'd,  and  cried 
As  Storey  bold 
The  story  told 
How  salmon  died. 

The  Narrator. 
Thus  quoth  the  angler  bold : 
"Though  fisher,  truth  I've  told 
How  I  the  otter  'sold.'  " 


—X. 


Poor  Aunt  Mary. 
Mrs.  Flint  was  a  very  stern  woman,  who  de- 
manded instant  and  miquestioning  obedience  from 
her  children.     One  afternoon  a  storm  came  up, 
and  she  sent  her  son  Jolin  to  close  the  trap  loading 

to  the  flat  roof  of  the  house.     "  But,  mother  " 

said  .Jolm.  "  John,  I  told  you  to  siiut  tho  trap." 
"  Yes,  ljut  mother — — "  "  John,  shut  that  trap  !  " 
"  All  right,  mother,  if  you  say  so,  but — ■ — ■"  "  John  !  " 
John  slowly  climbed  the  stairs  and  shut  the  trap. 
The  afternoon  went  by  and  the  storm  howled  and 
raged.  Two  hours  later  the  family  gathered  for 
tea,  and  when  tlie  meal  was  half  over  Aunt  Mary, 
who  was  staying  with  Mrs.  Flint,  had  not  appeared. 
Mrs.  Flint  started  an  investigation.  She  did  not 
have  to  ask  many  questions  ;  John  answered  the 
first  one.  "  Please,  mother,  she  is  up  on  the  roof." 
— Argonaut. 


A  7lb.  C|oz.  Chub  ! 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  sends  us  the  fol- 
lowing:—"The  River  Avon  (Hamp.sliire)  has 
produced  another  extraordinary  chub.  A  member 
of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association,  Mr.  F.  W. 
Smith,  landed  a  splendid  chub,  on  Oct.  1,  weighing 
71b.  GJoz.  This  was  the  weight  of  the  fish  six  or 
seven  hours  after  it  was  cauglit,  and  as  the  chub 
was  gaffed  in  the  throat  and  bled  considerably  it 
had  lost  weight.  The  landing-net  had  been  left 
behind,  and  the  fish  was  secured  with  a  gafi-hook 
tied  on  a  rod  joint,  this  being  done  while  the  fish 
was  in  play.  The  weight  was  taken  in  the  presence 
of  another  member  of  the  W.A.A.  and  other 
anglers,  and  the  chub  is  being  set  up  by  Ponchaud, 
of  Christchurch.  Two  rods  landed  about  601b.  of 
roach,  on  gentles,  in  the  same  private  water  on 
another  day,  the  heaviest  fish  1  lb.  lOoz.  in  weght." 

*  *  *  * 

Verily  a  fine  fish,  Mr.  Wheeley!  The  "Chub" 
List  now  stands  : — 

F.  W.  Smith  (October,  1906)  ...  71b.  CJoz. 

E.  J.  Walker  (1904)    71b.  5oz. 

A.  P.  Zerfass  (1900)    71b.  2oz. 

F.  W.  K.  WalUs  (1897)    61b.  14oz. 

These  fish  were  all  taken  on  rod  and  line,  so  that 

the  71b.  14oz.  chub  captured  by  an  otter  and  tho 
71b.  12oz.  chub  "broken  on  the  wheel"  of  a 
turbine  do  not  count.  Moral:  "Never  leave  your 
landing-net  at  home." 

*  *  #  ^^ 

Nearly  twenty  years  ago,  when  I  was  hon.  sec.  of 
an  angling  club,  the  Editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
took  the  chair  on  the  occasion  of  a  lecture  on  "  Fly 
Fishing  for  Chub  and  Other  Coarse  Fish."  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine,  who  was  present,  related  how,  on 
one  occasion,  he  had  strayed  away  whilst  breakfast 
was  being  prepared,  unable  to  resist  the  temptation 
of  casting  over  a  rising  trout.  He  was  soon  fast 
into  a  heavy  fish,  and,  having  no  net,  |"  A.  J.  the 
Resom-ceful  "  espied  the  lady  of  the  house  with  a 
frying-pan  in  her  hand.  In  a  few  minutes  that  pan 
was  requisitioned,  and  did  duty  as  a  landing-net ! 

*  *  *  * 

"  Out  of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire "  was  thus 
altered  to  "  Out  of  tho  water  into  the  frying-pan." 
Query:  Was  A.  J.  a  pot-hunter  or  a  pan-hunter  ? 
I  remember  fishing  the  Wissey  a  few  years  ago  in 
company  with  the  late  Isaac  Rolph,  and  had 
strayed  away  frona  my  creel  and  net,  and  hooked  a 
fine  chub.  A  boy,  who  was  watching  the  fray,  took 
off  his  coat  and  boots,  and  jumped  in  the  little 
river  after  it.  The  boy  was  saved  but  the  chub 
was  lost. 


The  Song  of  the  Conger  Eel. 

You  may  sing  of  the  trout  with  his  red-spotted  hide. 
Of  I  he  salmon  who  leap^  in  his  beauty  and  pride. 
Of  the  Jersey  blue  hard  crab's  invincible  claw, 
And  the  voracious  pike  with  elongated  jaw.- 
These  are  foes,  I  acknowledge,  well  worthy  our  steel. 
But  give  me,  oh  !  give  me,  a  game  Conger  eel. 

I  draw  from  my  basket  ray  tackle  so  fine. 
My  sixteen-ounce  sinker,  my  thirty-thread  line, 
Thv)  lure  in  the  depths  of  the  ocean  I  dump, 
And  slimus  wrigglesmo  lands  with  a  thum  p. ' 
What  language  cm  utter  the  rapture  I  feel 
As  I  gaze  on  my  captive  but  game  Conger  eel  ? 

Now  skin  him  and  clean  him  and  boil  him  an  hour. 
Then  dry  him  and  salt  him  and  roll  him  in  flour  ; 
Next  fry  him  and  bake  him  and  boil  him  once  more ; 
Then  serve  him.  with  Worcestershire  sauce  covered 
o'er. 

This  method  of  coolung  will  fully  reveal 
The  exquisite  flavour  of  fresh  Conger  eel. 

— Sportsman's  Review. 


"  Let  me  see,"  said  she,  "  what  is  it  you  call 
these  .  men  who  run  automobiles  ?  "  "  Pardon 
me,"  replied  the  gallant  man,  "  I'm  too  much  of  a 
gentleman  to  tell  you  what  I  call  them." — Phila- 
delphia Ledger. 

Not  Keating' s  ! 
He  had  invented  anew  beetle  powder,  and  he  had 
advertised  it  far  and  wide.  There  came  a  day 
when  a  customer  rushed  frantically  into  the  shop 
owned  by  the  distinguished  inventor — a  chemist. 
The  ^customer  showed  signs  of  intense  agitation. 
"  Give  me  another  half-pound  of  your  beetle 
powder  !  Quick  !  "  he  cried.  "  I'm  glad  you  like 
it,"  said  the  chemist,  proceeding  with  the  order. 
"  Yes,"  said  the  excited  man.  "  I  have  one  beetle 
already  very  ill ;  if  I  can  only  get  home  before  he 
recovers  and  give  him  another  half-pound,  he'll 
die."  The  chemist  decided  not  to  ask  that  cus- 
tomer for  a  testimonial  to  stick  in  his  window. 

Dragnet. 
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iTofcs  fxomjpe  Woxt^. 

October  9. 

The  King  left  Balmoral  on  Monday  for  the  south, 
lo  has  only  been  a  fortnight  in  residenca  at  the 
Jastle,  yet  ifc  has  been  an  exceedingly  busy  and 
lappy  one  and  prolific  of  some  grand  sport  in  the 
orests. 


Altogether  the  Balmoral  guns  have  bagged  some 
lixty  head  of  deer,  including  some  eight  or  ten 
■oyals.  Oa  Wednesday  he  and  the  Duke  of  Con- 
laught  had-  seven  stags  in  Ballochbui,  and  on 
rhursday  three  in  Abergeldie. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  lost  a  fine  fish  at  the  Raik 
'ot  on  Friday,  landing  another,  however,  of  131b. 

The  weather  has  become  much  more  favourable, 
>nd  every  shower  now  will  bring  the  streams  up 
ligher  and  higher.  A  good  deal  of  rain  lias  fallen 
.11  over  the  north,  and  the  last  three  weeks  of  the 
eason  promise  fairly  well. 


So  thick  are  the  finnock  and  sea-trout  around  the 
oast  at  the  mouths  of  the  Dee  and  Don  that 
loachers  who  can  command  a  coble  are  making 
sry  fine  hauls  with  the  ripper. 

The  tidal  anglers  on  the  Dee  and  Don  are  getting 
askets  of  from  six  to  twelve  fine  finnock  per  tide. 

Good  sport  is  being  got  on  tha  Spey  at  Rothes, 
laster,  and  Wester  Elchies. 


The  Spey  and  Tay  close  for  the  season  on  Oct.  15 
oth  for  trout  and  sJmon.  The  brown  trout  season 
loses  on  Saturday. 


The  Aberdeen  Rockfishers  finished  their  season  on 
iturday  with  an  "  all  day  "  competition,  and  the 
3st  basket  weighed  in  totalled  27Jlb.  of  cod  and 
^I'-he.  Special  Scotch. 


THAMES  SALMON  ASSOCIATION. 

Extracts  from  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Committee. 

The  committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that 
irmg  the  last  twelve  months  the  experiments  at 
snham  have  been  conducted  by  Mr.  Gilbey  on  an 
creased  scale.  The  hatching  operations  mentioned 
the  last  report  were  very  successful,  and  resulted 
a  great  number  of  healthy  fry.  These  towards  the 
tiimn  began  to  tax  the  accommodation  of  the 
irmg-ponds  at  Denham,  and  on  Sept.  12  accord- 
;ly  it  was  decided  to  relieve  the  pressure  by 
easing  some  of  the  more  forward  yearlings  in  the 
'er,  when  1200  vigorous  parr  were  taken  to  the 
■earn  that  runs  from  Ewell  into  the  Thames  near 
ngston,  and  at  the  kind  suggestion  of  Mr.  H 
Foster  were  placed  in  his  water  at  Tolworth 
ill. 

[n  the  spring  of  the  present  year  Mr.  Gilbey  found 
nself  in  possession  of  a  large  number  of  very 
ilthy  two-year-olds  which  had  attained  an 
>rage  of  .5in.  in  leagtli.  Of  those  1644  were 
*ed  in  Lord  Boston's  water  at  Hedsor  on  March  13 
1  on  the  two  following  days  5114  were  released  at 
)  head  of  the  tideway  at  Teddington  Weir.  At 
►.  same  time  1109  were  turned  into  the  Colne  at 
nham.  On  March  26  a  further  1700  were  taken  to 
ddmgton,  and  on  April  3  the  rearing-ponds  were 
ptied  of  two-year-olds  by  the  release  at  Hedsor 
%  final  consignment  of  1052.  It  will  thus  be  seen 
,t  nea-  y  12.000  parr  and  smolt  have  been  placed 
the  Iliames  or  its  tributaries  during  the  past 

:he  new  experiment  with  the  huchen,  or  Danubian 
i-migratory  salmon,  have  also  been  successful 
)scribers  will  remember  that  Herr  Polzl,  the 
1-known  Austrian  pisciculturist,  was  good  enough 
iself  to  midertake  the  bringing  of  the  Ova  from 
nna,  and  that  when  the  last  report  was  issued 

hatching  of  these  ova  had  been  successfully 
9mplished  by  Mr.  Gilbey,  who  then  had  a 
ntity  of  huchen  fry  at  Denham.  Under  his  care 
ie  Iry  showed  a  very  remarkable  growth.  They 
e  led  from  the  first  upon  living  natural  food, 
III  Iresh-water  crustaceans  known  as  Daphne 

Cyclops  at  the  beginning,  later  on  minnow  fry 
rapid  vyas  their  growth  upon  this  diet  that  by 
ober,  though  only  hatched  in  the  middle  of 
^  many  of  the  young  huchen  had  attained  a 
%h  of  nearly  6m.,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable 
elease  the  largest  of  them  in  the  Thames.  On 
.  13  accordingly  400  young  huchen  were  placed 
--ord  Bostons  water  at  Hedsor.    On  Oct.  31 

fish  of  the  same  size  were  taken  to  Taplow 


Court,  and  placed  in  Lord  Desborough's  water 
there. 

Mr.  Gilbey  has  thus  established  the  practicability 
of  hatching  and  rearing  this  interesting  fish  in 
England,  and  is  able  to  report  that  in  favourable 
conditions  it  grows  very  rapidly  and  is  exceedingly 
hardy — more  so,  in  fact,  than  the  British  salmon. 
A  couple  of  specimen  fish  were  placed  in  a  tank  at 
the  Zoological  Gardens  in  the  spring,  where  one  is 
still  living  and  has  greatly  increased  in  size.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  the  fish  at  Denham  have  attained 
a  growth  double  that  of  the  average  attained  by 
huchen  fry  of  the  same  age  in  the  Austrian 
hatcheries.  A  few  young  huchen  were  caught 
above  Boulter's  and  returned  to  the  river.  They 
were  in  a  very  healthy  condition.  The  committee 
have  little  doubt  that  the  fish  will  thrive  on  the 
abundance  of  their  natural  food  which  the  Thames 
contains,  and  that  as  they  reach  the  adult  stage  of 
31b.  to  41b.  they  will  be  taken  by  anglers  fishing 
with  live-bait.  In  this  connection  it  may  perhaps 
be  mentioned  that  a  single  huchen  which  escaped 
from  a  roaring-pond  into  the  Colne  at  Denham 
was  later  taken  by  Mr.  Gilbey  in  a  small  tributary 
running  into  that  river  on  the  opposite  bank  from 
the  pond,  and  was  found  to  have  grown  more 
rapidly  on  the  natural  food  it  found  in  the  stream 
than  its  fellows  which  had  remained  in  the  rearing- 
pond  and  had  been  fed  by  hand. 

The  committee  have  been  fortunate  in  the  receipt 
of  a  very  acceptable  present  of  eyed  ova  of  Salmo 
salar  from  Herr  Jaffe,  the  eminent  German  pisci- 
culturist, who  takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  the 
experiments  of  the  association.  These  ova  were  pre- 
sented to  the  association  through  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  whom  the 
committee  are  also  much  indebted  for  his  valuable 
assistance.  They  were  all  safely  hatched  in  the 
spring,  and  the  fry  are  in  healthy  condition. 

The  progress  of  the  experiments  with  the  huchen 
have  been  temporarily  interrupted  by  the  failure 
(for  the  first  time  in  six  years)  of  Herr  Polzl  to 
obtain  ova,  but  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
which  it  is  hoped  to  obtain  a  quantity  of  fry  in  the 
autumn  which  will  insure  the  continuance  of  the 
experiments. 

The  committee  wish  to  conclude  their  seventh 
annual  report  by  again  calling  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  association  to  the  invaluable  help 
they  continue  to  receive  from  Mr.  Crosbie  Gilbey, 
who,  as  always,  devotes  an  unwearying  vigilance  to 
the  operations  at  Denham,  where  all  the  resources 
of  his  hatcheries  are  still  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee. 
July,  1906. 


HENLEY-ON-THAMES   AND  DISTRICT 
FISHERIES  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  for  the  Year  1905-6. 
In  continuation  of  the  experiment  established 
the  previous  year,  all  the  trout  purchased  for  re- 
stocking purposes  last  season  were  marked  in  a 
distinctive  manner  by  means  of  a  silver  wire  affixed 
to  the  adipose  fin — the  wires  bore  the  lettering 
"  H.F.P.A.  05  " — and  the  result  of  the  experiment 
has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Many  of  the 
fish  have  been  caught  and  returned  to  the  river, 
and  some,  it  is  said,  have  been  killed,  but  of  this 
no  absolute  proof  has  been  forthcoming  in  spite  of 
the  rewards  offered  by  this  association  and  the 
Thames  Conservancy. 

The  common  trout  turned  down  by  this  associa- 
tion have  distributed  themselves  freely,  and  indi- 
vidual fish  have  been  caught  at  considerable  dis- 
tances up  and  down  stream  from  the  point  of  their 
introduction. 

There  are  large  numbers  of  small  trout  from 
1  lb.  to  41b.  in  these  waters,  and  the  persistent 
efforts  of  this  association  to  improve  the  trout 
fishing  are  now  being  repaid,  and  could  be  largely 
extended  if  more  funds  were  available. 

Although  the  trout  have  been  well  considered, 
the  coarse  fish  have  by  no  means  been  neglected' 
and  large  numbers  of  various  kinds  have  been 
placed  in  the  river  from  several  sources. 

The  wire  netting  that  has  been  foimd  so  success- 
ful in  the  past  in  preserving  spawn  was  again  used 
with  excellent  results.  Flood  waters  were  not 
greatly  troublesome  last  autumn  and  winter,  but 
some  vigilance  was  rendered  necessary  on  several 
occasions. 

In  consequence  of  certain  irregularities  by  some 
of  the  users  of  cast-nets  and  by  dealers  in  bait 
being  reported  to  your  committee,  strong  action 
was  taken  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  abuse, 
and  severe  warning  was  conveyed  to  all  the  persons 
interested.  The  Thames  Conservancy  received  the 
representations  of  this  association,  together  with 
the  Reading  Association,  with  the  greatest  courtesy 


and  have  since  taken  complete  stops  to  leave  no 
excuse  for  any  misunderstanding  by  any  of  tho 
persons  concerned. 

The  angling  public  should  remember  that  all  this 
work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion, private  enterprise,  and  self  sacrificing  personal 
exertion  by  a  very  limited  section  of  their  number. 
The  benefit  that  accrues  to  all  is  paid  for  by  a  few 
generous-minded  sportsmen  who  have  angling 
interests  really  at  heart.  A  careful  perusal  of  this 
report  and  recollection  of  these  facts  should  surely 
point  out  to  anglers  in  general  tho  advisability  o 
supporting  the  various  preservation  societies,  includ- 
ing of  course  our  own,  to  a  far  larger  extent  than 
in  the  past. 

The  financial  position  of  tho  association  is  wel 
up  to  the  average,  and  a  good  balance  is  in  hand 
this,  however,  would  have  been  greatly  reduced  but 
for  a  long  spell  of  mild  weather,  rendering  it  impos- 
sible to  travel  1000  rudd  and  600  more  bream 
which  were  purchased  subject  to  safe  deliv(>ry  at 
Henley  in  proper  season;  the  travelling  risk  being 
too  great  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  hold  over  tho 
business  until  a  more  favourable  occasion,  and  tho 
greater  part  of  this  balance  will  thus  be  absorbed  in 
due  course. 

Numbers  of  letters  and  Press  notices  highly  appre- 
ciative of  the  good  work  done  by  this  association 
have  been  received  by  your  committee  during  tho 
past  year,  and  the  association  is  much  indebted 
to  the  Press  for  its  kind  and  generous  assistance. 

Since  the  publication  of  our  last  report  two 
angling  clubs  have  been  founded  in  Henley,  but  as 
each  club  has  adopted  a  standard  of  retainable  fish 
higher  than  Thames  regulations  require,  and  practi- 
cally taboo  gross  weight  fishing,  their  advent  cannot 
be  regarded  with  disfavour,  indeed  it  is  hoped  that 
their  members  will  recognise  their  responsibility  to 
endeavour  to  maintain  the  local  fisheries  at  a  high 
standard  of  excellence,  and  will  co-operate  in 
effecting  the  enforcement  of  existing  bye-laws  and 
regulations. 

The  watchful  eye  kept  by  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy on  the  fast  power-propelled  boats  has  had  its 
good  effect,  and  the  majority  of  these  boats  have 
recently  been  navigated  on  more  reasonable  lines 
than  heretofore.  There  is,  however,  still  room  for 
improvement  in  this  direction,  and  a  few  well  con- 
ducted prosecutions  would  have  a  salutary  effect  in 
creating  a  greater  respect  for  the  written  and 
imwritten  rules  of  the  river,  and  conduce  much  to 
the  comfort  of  anglers  as  well  as  to  other  users  of 
our  delightful  stream.  A.  Edw.vbd  Hobbs, 

28,  Hart-street,  Hon.  Secretary. 

Henley-on-Thames. 

[We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  association  is 
flourishing  and  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  wish  it 
continued  success. — -Ed.] 


TROUT  IN  BRITISH  CENTRAL  AFRICA. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have 
received,  through  the  Colonial  Office,  copy  of  a 
dispatch  from  His  Majesty's  Commissioner  for  the 
British  Central  Africa  Protectorate,  regarding  a 
recent  experiment  in  the  introduction  of  trout  ova 
into  that  country.  It  appears  that  an  earlier 
experiment  in  January  last  had  failed,  principally 
on  accoimt  of  the  excessive  heat  experienced  on 
the  journey  from  the  sea-coast  up  to  Zoniba, 
January  being  one  of  the  hottest  months  of  the  year. 
July  is  the  coldest  month,  the  temperature  on  the 
Zambesi  and  Shire  rivers  registering  some  30deg. 
lower  then  than  in  the  midsummer  months. 

It  was  arranged,  therefore,  that  the  second 
consignment  of  ova,  which  was  taken  out  by  Mr. 
C.  B.  C.  Storey  at  his  own  expense,  should  "leave 
England  at  the  end  of  May,  so  as  to  reach  Chinde 
in  the  first  week  of  July.  As  no  brown  trout  ova 
were  available,  rainbow  trout  ova  were  taken, 
although  they  were  in  a  somewhat  advanced  con- 
dition. Five  thousand  were  packed  in  a  specially- 
prepared  and  insulated  case,  and  in  addition  six 
ice-chests  were  taken.  On  the  voyage  the  ova  were 
kept  at  an  even  temperature  of  about  40deg.  Fahr. 
Cliinde  was  reached  on  July  5,  and  the  joiu-ney 
thence  to  Zomba  by  steamer,  rail,  and  carrier  was 
accomplished  in  four  days,  the  ova  being  kept  iced 
all  the  time. 

At  Zomba  most  of  the  ova  were  found  to  have 
died  or  hatched  out  on  the  voyage,  but  several 
hundred  were  in  a  healthy  condition.  These  were 
deposited  in  a  pond  specially  prepared  for  thom  on 
the  Zomba  IMountain  Plateau,  where  t\\e,x  rapidly 
hatched  out.  and  at  the  date  of  the  Coinniissioner's 
dispatch  (July  19,  1906)  there  were  200  li\e  fish 
doing  well.  It  was  intended  to  keep  the  fish  under 
observation,  and  to  feed  them  for  some  weeks,  and 
then  to  allow  them  to  enter  the  Mlimgusi  river,  on 
the  Zomba  plateau. 

4,  Whitehall  Place,  S.W. 
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THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINCWOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
FishiniT  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Pkoprietor. 

NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

G-RZ33E3Za-OXCX3, 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF   Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 
DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 
Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Manageress, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
E.  TuBNBDLL,   Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston,  1906.  General  Mao.iger. 


PIKE,   ROACH.   PERCH,  &c. 


GOOD. 

FREE  . 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Bails,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hunts. 


FOR  SALE.— Price  £^0 

THE    WHITE  CABIN 

on  Deal  Beach,  near 
Coastguard  Station. 

Nicely  fitted,  Sleeping  Buuk,  Gas  Light  and 
Heater,  Awning,  Chairs,  and  Flagstaff.  Also 
a  private 

FREEHOLD  HOUSE 

in  College  Road.—"  B.,"  66,  Hayniarket,  S.W. 


Coarse  Fish  for  Stocking 
Purposes. 

Good,  strong,  healthy  Fish,  chiefly  Koach 
and  Bream,  from  Lincolnshire  waters, 
FOR  SALE. 


DENNIS.  59.  King's  Rd.,Kingstoii-OD-Thames 

"WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work   and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 


FISH-CULTURIST. 

A  MAN  capable  of  conducting  corres- 
pondence and  the  general  work  of  an 
old-established  Trout  Farm.  —  Apply, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  wages  re- 
quired, to  J.  D.  E.,  22,  Vineyard  Hill, 
Wimbledon. 


15th  YEAR, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(ISth  YEAR), 

which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

« Le  Pecheur." 

O/Pce;  10,  Rue  des  Beaux- Arts,  10,  Paris. 


lieccnber  1st,  at  3. 

Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat     . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  C&ar  Frauck 
Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOTJL  PTJGNO. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEEN'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


November  3rd,  at  3. 
Prelude,  "  Tristan  und  Isolde  "  ..  Wagner 

Suite  No.  1,  in  C   B.ach 

New  Sinfonietta  in  G  minor      . .  Percy  Pitt 

(First  performance  in  London). 
Symphonic  Espagnole  (Violin  and 

Orchestra)  .'.   Lalo 

Trauermarsch  ("  Gotterdiinimer- 

ung"   Wagner 

'Ride  of  the  Valkyries"  ("Die 

Walkiire  ")  Wagner 

Solo  Violin— Senor  SARASATE. 


November  17th,  at  3. 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Vitava  "     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  in  D   Brahms 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Aiisfahrt 

und  Schiffbruch  "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE. 


December  lath,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hlinsel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Pathttiiiue)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  .Tourney  ("  Gotterdiim- 

merung"   Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR. 


SATURDAY  APTERISOONS  at  3. 

1900.    Nov.  3,  17,  Dec.  1,  IS. 
1007.   Jan.  19,  feb.  »,  IG,  March  S. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10.?.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  before  Christmas, 
tl  bs.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after 
Christmas,  £1  5s.  and  17s.  6cf.  ;  Single  Tickets, 
7s.  6(/.,  5s.,  2«.  6rf.,  1».,  of  usual  Agents  ;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Ko\  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
(Jueen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWilAN,  Manager. 


XHEATFtES. 


OPERA,  Covent 

Signor  Zenatello, 
Signor  SammARCO, 
Signor  Amato, 
Signor  Walteii, 
Signor  Thos. 
.Signor  ZUCCHI, 
anil 

Signor  Kkismek.  ' 


ROYAL  ITALIAN 
Garden. 
Mme.  Melha. 
Mme.  Suzanne  Adams, 
Mme.  KiKKiiV  LUNN, 
Mn)e.  DE  Cisneros, 
Mme.  Giaconia, 

Mme.  Scalar, 
and 

Mme.  GiACHETTi. 

Other  engagements  are  pendin; 
Conductor :  Signor  Muunone. 

PERFORMANCES  will  be  given  EVERY 
EVENING,  EXCEPT  on  nights  of  the  FANCY 
DRESS  BALLS. 

Prices  (except  as  otherwise  advertised) :  Boxes, 
£4  4s.,  £3  3s.,  £1  lbs.  6d.,  and  Ifis.  ;  Orchestra 
Stalls,  12s.  6(/.  and  10s.  6(i.  ;  Grand  Circle,  10.«.  6d. 
and  7s.  Brf.  ;  Balcony  Stalls,  (is.  ;  Amphitheatre 
Stalls,  .5s.  and  is.  ;  Gallery  (unreserved),  Is.  6d. 
Box  Office  10  to  6.  Telephones :  2888  Gerrard, 
and  7903  Central. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  FREDERICK  HARRISON. 
—THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holinan  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  VVeedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2..30 

ST.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  PaU  Mall 
—Every  Evening  al  8.16.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  O^y  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohmfin).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  iSOCIETY, 

ROYAL  ALRERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

Conductor  :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


ELIJAH 

(MENDELSSOHN),  i 

On   THURSDAY,   NOV.  1st,  at  8. 


Miss  AGNE.«  NioiroLLs.  I  Mr.  William  Green. 
Miss  Phyllis  Lett.      |  Mr.  Herbert  Brown. 
MIssEdithKirkwooi).  I  Mr.  Vivian  Bennetts. 
Miss  Maria  Yelland.  |  Mr.  Graham  Smart. 

Organist :  Mr.  Balfoor,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d. ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
serve<l),  5,9.,  unreserved,  4s.;  Gallery  (promenade), 
SEVEN  CONCERTS  will  be  given  during 
the  Season,  Six  being  Subscription.  Prices  for 
the  Subscription  Series  of  Six  Concerts ;  Stalls, 
£1  16s.  ;  Arena,  £1 10s. ;  Balcony  (reserved),  £1  4s. 

Subscribers'  names  can  now  be  received,  seats 
secured,  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the 'Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
V  Avenue.— Henry  Lowenkeli),  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager, 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidges  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton,  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


FISHING  TACKLE 

WANTED, 

SENIOR  SALESMAN. 

Api)ly,  Manager,  No.  8  Department 
Army  and  Navy  Co-Opbbativb  Society 
105,  Victoria  Street,  S.W. 


L.  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINCJSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Counemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newiy,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagb,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

FLEETWOOD,    thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  anil  STRANRAER, 

thence  liy  the  Shortest  Sea  Pivsaage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  tlie 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


MIDLAHD  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this' 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 

for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d. 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS. 

Flshingr  Taekle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  Ail  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  (or  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  .1.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
(fee 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


FISHIMG  &  SPORTO  PROPfiRTIKS 

Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE. 


SEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 
Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
CHiBr  Offiob  : 
8.  ST.  BRIDB  STREET.  LONDON.  B.C. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  tc 
Railway  Train  Aecidents  only,  but  agains 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LTD 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  mai 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  deatl 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicl 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  sh 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-payin 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdoa 
on  the  following  conditions : 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pa» 
senger  in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  persi 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  th 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  h!«  or  her  plac 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  th 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  wlthi 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  froi 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  mon 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  hqj^s  god 
from  6  a.^  of  the  momj 
6  a.m.  onfe  day  of  the  fi 


teed  by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE^ 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  ali  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscriptli, 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  th( 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishere,  need  not  duri 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sii 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forwa. 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casual'' 

INSURANCB  COMPANY,  LTD.,  7,  Waterloo  Pl.1l: 

London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registratioa, 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHING? 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  i; 
eluding  salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishing, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Zf)c  ifiebing  (Basettc, 

fiSTABLISHBD  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Papi| 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E 


October  13,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


289 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
A.  Waddinqton. — Will  you,  ploase,  send  us  you, 
address,  or  the  place  where  you  said  the  specimeiij 
of  roach  and  perch  which  were  set  up  may  be  seen.' 


ILetters  to  the  iBbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

[r     GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — By  some  accident  I  was 
prevented  from  reading  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  22  imtil  to-day,  and  though  I  am  imwilHng 
to  add  to  the  already  voluminous  correspondence 
on  this  matter,  as  I  notice  that  "  Val  Conson " 
refers  to  my  having  tried  Mr.  Mills'  32oz.  salmon 
rod  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Tournament  of  1904,  and 
invites  me  to  give  my  opinion  of  it,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  doing  so,  though  I  don't  expect  to 
convince  otliers  on  a  point  which  is,  after  all, 
largely  a  matter  of  individual  taste. 

First  let  me  say  that  during  almost  the  whole  of 
my  angling  experience  (which  is  a  pretty  long  one, 
as  I  killed  my  first  salmon  as  a  boy  of  thirteen  in 
the  year  1854),  I  have  up  to  the  last  few  years 
been  a  strong  partisan  of  greenheart  for  both  trout 
and  salmon  rods. 

Some  six  years  ago  I  happened  to  be  fishing  at 
Bad  Boll,  in  the  Schwartzwald,  and  there  for  the 
first  time  I  met  my  friend  M.  Bougie.  He  was  good 
enough  to  express  his  admiration  of  my  method 
of  upstream  fishing,  and  to  ask  me  to  give  him  some 
lessons.  In  the  course  of  these  I  had  the  oppor- 
tuiiity  of  handling  a  Leonard  (Mills)  rod  of  his, 
which  was  a  perfect  revelation  to  me.  I  had 
handled  many  cane  rods,  but  never  before  met  one 
that  I  preferred  to  my  old  greenheart.  The  power, 
lightness,  and  spring  of  this  rod  was  so  totally  different 
from  that  of  any  cane  rod  I  had  previously  used, 
that  it  was  a  perfect  marvel,  and  though  there  were 
9ver  a  dozen  anglers  at  Bad  Boll,  and  they  nearly 
ill  had  cane  rods  (most  of  them  steel-centred 
Hardy's),  we  all  agreed  that  there  was  not  one  of 
them  that  could  approach  M.  Bougie's  Leonard  rod. 
[  was,  so  struck  by  this  rod  that  it  was  not  long 
before  I  was  ordering  an  American  cane,  and,  under 
the  advice  of  friends,  and  notably  of  Mr.  Levison, 
the  well-lmown  American  angler,  I  had  one  built 
for  me  by  Payne,  of  Highland  Mills,  New  York. 
His  rods  are  not  so  expensive  as  Leonards,  and, 
[  think,  quite  as  good  (20  dollars).  The  10ft. 
iplit-cane  6|-oz.  he  made  is  so  powerful  that  I  should 
,iave  little  difficulty  in  killing  a  salmon  on  it,  while 
"or  lightness  and  comfort  in  fishing  it  completely 
3uts  my  dearly  beloved  old  greenheart  into  the 
ihade.  This  was  my  first  conversion  to  spUt-cane, 
md  I  have  since  had  from  Payne  another  fly-rod, 
;wo  salmon  rods,  and  two  small  spinning  rods  of 
)ft.  and  7ft.  respectively,  and  weighing  5Joz.  and 
t|oz.  respectively  !  With  these  little  toys  I  have 
dlled  salmon  up  to  191b.  weight  ;  and  if  Mr. 
Harston  had  seen  the  last  fight  with  a  191b.  salmon 
m  a  4|oz.  rod,  he  would,  I  think,  have  changed 
lis  ideas  about  greenheart  being  stiffer  and  more 
jowerful  than  cane  !  The  little  rod,  after  forty- 
leven  minutes  of  heavy  strain,  when  I  expected 
he  line  to  break  every  moment,  is  as  straight  as 
>ver,  and  ready  for  another.  I  had  to  hold  the 
ish  very  hard,  as  he  tried  to  go  down  some  heavy 
•apids,  which  would  have  been  fatal. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Mills'  rod.  In  the  intervals 
)f  judging  at  the  tovu-nament  I  asked  young  Mr. 
Wills  if  he  would  allow  me  to  take  a  few  casts  with 
lis  rod,  and  this  he  most  kindly  and  readily  gave 
ne  permission  to  do.  As  the  casting  platform  was 
)ccupied  at  the  time,  I  did  not  attempt  any  over- 
lead  casting,  but  simply  took  some  switch  easts 
rora  a  spot  overhung  with  trees.  As  it  was  a 
)orrowed  rod,  and  one  that  had  been  specially 
)rought  over  for  the  contest,  I  did  not  consider 
.  should  be  justified  in  running  any  risks  by  a  heavy 
train  or  a  severe  test,  so  I  did  not  try  it  further 
han  an  ordinary  fair  cast  of  about  25  yards.  I 
vaa,  however,  greatly  struck  with  the  extreme 
ightness  and  power  combined,  and  I  feel  satisfied 
hat  if  I  had  tried  I  could  have  cast  with  it  a  longer 
ine  than  I  had  ever  done  before.  It  was  a  won- 
lerful  rod — a  perfect  work  of  art — and  I  longed 
0  own  one  like  it.  I  am  not  quite  in  agreement 
nth  Mr.  Marston  that  greenheart  is  stiffer  as  a 
Qaterial  than  cane.  Supposing  two  rods — one  of 
ane  and  the  other  of  greenheart — to  be  each  of 
he  best  quahty  of  their  respective  materials,  I 
hink  it  is  more  a  matter  of  proportion  and  build 
hat  makes  one  to  be  stiffer  than  the  other.  I  have 
wo  salmon  rods  by  Payne,  17ft.  6in.,  and  each  weigh- 
ig  about  34oz. ;  one  is  so  stiff  and  powerful  that 
consider  it  too  rigid,  and  he  has  since  built  me  the 
ther,  which  is,  to  my  mind,  perfect,  and  will,  with 
carcely  any  effort,  switch  out  a  heavy  line  against 


almost  any  wind.  Hero  I  have  two  rods  made  by 
the  same  man  of  the  same  material,  and  of  ap- 
proximately the  same  weight,  yet  the  stiffness  of 
the  one  is  nearly  double  tliat  of  tlie  other.  Many 
might  prefer  the  stiffer  rod,  and  no  doubt  for  over- 
head easting  it  would  be  better,  but  for  switching, 
which  is  essential  on  this  part  of  tlie  Wye,  the  more 
sjjringy  rod  is  preferable. 

Here  let  me  say  that,  though  a  convert  to  cane 
as  against  greenlieart,  I  personally  have  no  opinion 
of  steel-centred  rods,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  two  materials  are  not  homogeneous,  and  sooner 
or  later  the  hard  steel  core  breaks  one  or  more  of 
the  delicate  cells  of  the  cane,  and  then  begins 
working,  and  finally  cuts  a  groove  in  the  cane,  when 
the  dissolution  of  the  rod  is  only  a  matter  of  time 
and  use.  I  have  known  so  many  instances  of 
steel-centred  rods  going  in  this  way  that  I  am 
convinced  my  theory  as  to  the  "groove-cutting"  is 
correct,  and  some  of  my  friends  who  wore  the 
owners  of  these  costly  rods  have  gone  back  in  disgust 
to  the  simpler  and  less  expensive  greenheart.  I 
liave,  however,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
thoroughly  well-made  cane  rod,  without  steel 
centre,  is  so  far  superior  to  an  ordinary  greenheart 
for  lightness  and  power  combined  that  it  is  well 
worth  the  extra  initial  expense.  Apologising  5' for 
the  length  of  this  letter. — Yours  very  truly,  * 

Sept.  27.  Glankhos. 

[I  think  it  is  only  fair  to  English  makers  to  recall 
the  fact  that  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Messrs.  Hardy, 
who  always  said  that  they  could  match  the  Leonard 
style  of  rods,  did  so,  as  was  proved  at  the  little  trial 
we  had  at  Olympia.  The  rods  of  British  make 
were  every  bit  as  good  and  of  better  finish  ;  they 
have  made  them,  but  thoy  say  that  even  now  our 
anglers  do  not  want  the  American  style  of  rod — 
judging  by  the  demand  even  at  far  less  cost. — Ed.] 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sib, — Replying  to  "  Unbiased's  "  letter  in 
last  week's  issue,  I  am  afraid  he  cannot  have  read 
the  earlier  parts  of  this  correspondence.  If  he  had, 
he  would  be  well  aware  that  I,  at  any  rate,  have 
not -shirked  proof. 

I  offered  to  make  a  cane-built  rod  to  be  matched 
against  greenheart,  but  the  offer  was  not  accepted. 

The  non-acceptance  of  "Val  Conson's "  chal- 
lenge by  the  advocates  of  greanheart  ia  just  what 
one  would  expect.  Any  maker  of  rods,  with  even 
a  slight  knowledge  of  the  two  different  materials, 
must  know  that  the  test  would  only  end  in  green- 
heart being  hopelessly  beaten. 

"  Unbiased  "  asks  why  I  used  so  heavy  a  rod  in 
the  18ft.  competition  at  the  last  tournament.  This 
should  hardly  require  an  answer,  but  I  may  repeat 
that  I  believe  "built  cane"  to  be  infinitely  better 
and  stiffer  than  greenheart,  and  that  the  more  you 
use  of  it  the  more  powerful  must  be  the  rod.  As  to 
the  weight  of  rod  a  man  may  us3,  that  entirely 
depends  upon  his  personal  strength,  and  does  not 
m  any  way  affect  the  value  of  the  material  of  which 
the  rod  is  made.  Suppose  we  had  a  tournament  and 
a  single-handed  competition  with  a  limit  weight  of 
8oz.  for  the  rod,  I  do  not  suppose  that  even 
"Unbiased"  would  elect  to  use  a  5oz.  rod.  If 
I  were  to  enter  a  competition  to-morrow  and  the 
weight  of  the  rod  was  unlimited,  I  should  use  the 
heaviest  I  could  manipulate,  and  in  an  18ft.  com 
petition  probably  the  very  same  rod  which  he 
calls  the^  "weaver's  beam."  I  admit  that  it  is  a 
'•  weaver's  beam,"  but  it  was  no  fault  of  the  big 
rod  that  I  did  not  win  the  competition — as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  should  have  been  an  ea,-;y  wirmer  only  for 
an  imfortunate  mistake.  As  to  my  being  able  to 
cast  with  that  rod  a  much  greater  distance  than 
that  which  won  the  competition  there  is  no  question 
— our  worthy  editor  himself,  among  others,  saw 
me  do  it  several  times. 

There  is  one  little  piece  of  "  Unbiased's  "  letter 
which  I  think,  on  reflection,  he  will  himself  agree 
had  better  been  left  miwritten,  and  that  is  where  he 
relers  to  one  or  two  people  who,  he  says,  "have 
possibly  extended  my  knowledge  of  the  capabilities 
of  splic-cane."  Let  me  tell  liim  that  I  have  no 
necessity  for  such  education,  and  I  hope  that  if  he 
again  writes  on  this  subject  he  will  display  a  little 
better  taste. — Yours  faithfully, 

Alnwick,  Oct.  9.  John  James  Hardy. 


SPLIT-CANE   AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — I  did  not  misunderstand  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy,  and  I  did  sea  liis  diagram. 

Mr.  J.  J.  H.  says,  in  issue  of  Jime  16:  "You 
cannot  expect  from  a  piece  of  rounded  wood  of 
any  sort  in  which  the  layers  of  fibre  must  lie 
diagonally  across  the  axis  of  the  rod." 

In  the  issue  of  Sept.  1  :  "  Greenheart  or  any 
other  wood  in  which  the  layers  of  fibre  run  ob- 
liquely across  the  axis,  and  tliis  is  the  cause  of  the 
frequent  breakages." 

In  the  issue  of  Sept.  22  he  again  refers  to  same 


subject,  and  further  gives  ue  a  diagram  to  show 
how  he  does  it. — Yours  truly,     Hknry  Tisley. 

P.S. — Has  it  ever  occurred  to  you  that  in  nearly 
every  one  of  these  discussions  as  to  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  certain  kinds  of  rods  that  the  "  fool  at 
one  end  "  is  almost  completely  ignored,  and  the 
rod  does  it  all — every  bit  of  it  ? 

CODLING  AT  CALAIS— FINE  FRENCH 
TACKLE. 

Dear  Mar.ston, — You  may  liavo  soon  in  the 
Field  of  Oct.  0,  "  With  September  Codling,"  what 
a  grand  run  of  those  sport-giving  fish  wo  havo 
boon  enjoying  at  Calais,  and  I  should  bo  interested 
to  know  whothor  tho  top  catch  of  152  by  one  angler 
in  a  day  may  not  constitute  a  record,  not  merely 
for  Calais,  but  for  some  British  piers.  Nothing 
like  it,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  been  done  at  Deal, 
though  the  fish  there  run  a  good  deal  larger.  Our 
codling  do  not  generally  average  over  a  pound, 
with  a  two  or  throe-pounder  hero  and  there,  while 
only  an  odd  one  or  two  up  to  41b.  or  over  havo 
been  caught  during  this  unusually  prolific  season, 
the  finest  specimen  of  all,  7ilb.,  having  been  hauled 
up  ignominiously  in  a  square  net  worked  from  a 
pole  and  pulley  on  the  pier. 

In  a  similar  small  net  the  light-keeper  on  the 
East  Pier  one  morning  made  the  very  remarkable 
haul  of  sixty  codling  at  once,  many  others  escaping 
as  it  was  coming  slowly  up,  showing  what  a  dense 
shoal  must  have  been  passing. 

The  codling  appear  to  havo  now  left  us,  except 
for  an  occasional  straggler,  as  is  usual  liere  with 
the  end  of  .September,  and  the  little  whiting  which 
inadequately  replace  them  are  very  scarce  as  yet. 

This  season  has  been  also  remarkable  for  the 
large  number  of  fine  soles  caught  from  the  piers, 
but  only  two  have  come  my  way,  the  best  1  Jib. 

The  fishing  in  the  canals  has  inexplicably' gone 
off  ;  I  tried  three  of  the  best  swims  on  Saturday 
afternoon  and  only  got  three  roach. 

>  Enclosed  are  a  few  strands  of  Italian  gut  from 
a  cheap  hank  I  got  here  for  Is.  lOd.,  and  stained 
myself.  Doubled,  it  makes  a  trace  strong  enough 
for  any  ordinary  work,  wliile  picked  single  strands 
as  hook-links  prove  quite  capable  of  lifting  21b.  or 
31b.  codling,  after  they  have  been  played  till  the 
kick  is  out  of  them,  on  to  the  pier.  Some  of  the 
anglers  here  use  heavy  and  coarse  tackle,  all  right 
when  the  water  is  thick,  but  in  clear  and  calm 
water  I  always  find  that  fine  gear  scores. 

The  pretty  little  boom,  or  spreader  (which  I 
enclose),  is  made  by  a  clever  French  mechanic- 
angler  of  my  acquaintance,  and  I  find  them  just 
the  thing  for  fine  work  with  whiting,  pouting,  etc., 
and  often  use  them  for  codling,  of  which  I  one 
afternoon  pulled  up  three  on  my  three  hooks. 
These  spreaders,  with  the  gut  trace  passed  through 
on  to  a  knot,  and  then  fixed  by  a  few  turns  of  Jwaxed 
silk  or  thread,  stand  out  well  from  the  trace,  on 
which  I  use  no  swivels,  except  one  at  the  junction 
with  the  reel-line,  and  although  of  course  easily 
bent,  and  even  twisted,  if  an  eel  is  allowed  to  work 
his  wicked  way,  are  easily  straightened  out  again. 
But  with  sizeable  codling  I  have  generally  found 
that  they  pull  straight  down  while  the  fish  is 
fighting  and  being  hauled  up,  and  come  up  not  bent 
at  all.  They  could  be  easily  copied  in  England, 
also  the  stouter  sample  in  double  white  wire,  and 
would  often  be  found  useful. — Yours  faithfully, 
Calais,  Oct.  8.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

P.S. — I  also  enclose  sample  of  fine  reel-line  at  a 
shilling  for  120  yards  ;  it  casts  well,  requires  less 
lead  to  hold  ground  than  a  thicker  line,  and  is 
strong  enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes. 


"DRAGON  FLY  SERIES." 

Sir, — I  was  glad  to  see  from  recent  correspondence 
that  some  of  your  readers  had  been  trying  these 
flies  for  sea-trout  with  such  good  results.  It  may 
be  hoped  that  others  also  have  tried  them  success- 
fully. Beat  cast  to  start  trial — Red  Dragon  tail  fly, 
Silver  Dragon  (a  size  or  two  smaller)  dropper. 

One  correspondent,  1  notice,  raises  (of  course!) 
the  cuckoo  cry  of  "  not  new  "- — identical  with  those 
made  by  Ogden  sixty  years  ago — and  so  on, — ■ 
as  to  all  which  things  demonstration  is  a  little 
difficult.  It  is  a  far  cry  to  sixty  years  ago,  and 
having  now  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  flies 
which  were  sent  up  to  you,  I  must  say  that  they 
do  not  bear  the  appearance  of  being  such  veterans, 
as  they  would  seem  to  be  tied  on  eyed  hooks  of 
comparatively  recent  date,  with  the  tinsel  still 
untarnished  ;  the  dressing  also  differs  in  one 
respect  from  my  patterns  in  that  all  the  flies  sent 
have  heads,  which  mine  have  not.  Broadly  speak- 
ing, however,  there  is  a  marked  similarity  to  the 
Dragon  fly  series  which  I  recently  described  in 
your  columns,  and  I  daresay  they  would  prove 
to  be  excellent  killing  flies — though  I  perionally 
never  saw  nor  heard  of  them  before. . 

This  may,  however,  arise  from  "pure  ignorance 
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Sir.  '  But  accepting  (as  of  course  I  do  in  the  case 
of  any  of  your  correspondents)  the  absolute 
accuracy  of  their  personal  statements  and  reminis- 
cences— what  is  the  object  of  impugning  the  origin- 
ality of  the  patterns  now  published  when  your 
correspondent  has  kept  the  merits  of  tho-e  he 
compares  them  with  all  these  years  locked  in  his 
own  bosom?  What  use  have  they  been  to  the 
angling  public  ?  .  .  .  and  what  use  to  the  world  is 
their  alleged  prior  invention  ?  ...  It  was  an 
American,  I  think,  who  was  credited  with  pointing 
out  to  an  Englishman  how  beautiful  some  of 
Teanyson's  ideas  were,  and  that  they  were  the 
idea?  he  had  always  held  himself,  to  which  it  was 
replied,  "  Oh  yes  !  of  course  you  both  had  the  same 
ideas — only  Tennyson  happened  to  publish  them 
first!  " — I  am.  Sir,  your.s  obediently, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


"  CAN  FISH  FEEL  PAIN  ?  " 

Sib. — This  question  has  often  been  discussed,  and 
I  myself  treated  the  matter  somewhat  exhaustively 
in  a  pamphlet  under  the  above  title  published  a 
good  many  years  ago.  Of  course,  one  of  the 
strongest  arguments  in  favour  of  the  contention 
that  fish  do  not  feel  paia — at  any  rate,  not  in  the 
sense  in  which  we  understand  the  word — is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  pike  and  other  "  coarse  fish  " 
will  frequently  take  another  bait  after  having  just 
before  broken  away,  and  with  one  or  more  hooks 
still  in  the  mouth  or  throat. 

There  are  almost  innumerable  instances — several 
within  my  own  personal  experience — of  this  occur- 
rence in  the  case  of  pike  ;  and  lonce  saw  a  Prussian 
carp  hauled  out  of  Elgar's  pond  on  Putney  Heath 
by  two  brothers  fishing  a  little  way  apart,  both  of 
whose  hooks  were  well  embedded  in  opposite  sides 
of  the  fish's  mouth.  The  ownership  I  recollect,  in 
this  case,  was  settled  by  a  free  fight !  I  was  only 
able  to  lay  my  hand  upon  a  single  instance  within 
my  own  personal  knowledge  of  a  similar  occurrence 
in  the  case  of  the  salmonidce — namely,  that  of 
Captain  Knowles  and  his  friend,  who  each  hooked 
the  same  salmon  with  the  fly,  fishing  from  opposite 
sides  of  the  Galway  river.  But  a  friend  of  mine 
has  just  sent  me  the  enclosed  account  of  a  sea-trout 
not  only  taking  the  fly  again  after  having  reiently 
escaped  with  the  hook  in  its  mouth,  but  also  with 
the  casting  line  attached  to  it.  Here  is  Mr.  Stewart's 
letter : — 

"  34,  Palace  Mansions,  Kensington,  W. 
"Oct.  1,  1906. 
"At  the  end  of  July,  1906,  when  fishing  the 
Hyle  river  in  Appm,  I  got  smashed  in  a  good 
sea-trout.  He  went  down  to  the  tail  of  the  pool 
and  broke  me,  taking  away  the  whole  cast.  I  put 
on  another  which  was  already  made  up  and  in  my 
damping  box,  so  that  you  miy  guess  I  lost  no  time. 
I  killed  another  small  sea-trout  of  about  l]lb.,  and 
then  went  down  to  the  next  pool.  At  the  second 
cast  I  was  fast  in  a  good  fish  and  killed  him,  when 
to  my  astonishment  I  found  ray  first  cast  trailing 
out  of  his  mouth.  At  the  very  out  side,  not  twenty 
minutes  could  have  elapsed  laetween  hi^  breaking 
me  and  taking  me  a  second  time.  He  weighed 
31b.  7oz. — Chas.  M.  D.  Stewabt." 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell. 


JAMES  BAILLIE'S  HAZEL  ROD. 
Deab  Sib, — Elsewhere,  in  this  issue,  are  a  few 
verses  by  me,  and  making  an  allusion  to  "Baillie." 
The  footnote  is  all  very  well  for  readers  who  possess 
and  can  refer  to  Stewart's  "Practical  Angler"  in 
its  earlier  editions.  So  I  give  this  extract  from  the 
second  edition,  published  in  '57: — 

"James  Baillie,  whose  hazel  rod  and  string  tied 
to  the  top  of  it  are  familiar  to  all  who  fish  the 
Leader  and  Gala,  maintains  himself  and  family 
by   fly-fishing    exclusively.      We    believe  this 
singular  individual  kills,  on  an  average,  from  121b. 
to  141b.  (of  trout)  daily;  and,  being  in  delicate 
health,  he  only  fishes  for  four  or  five  hours,  daily." 
I  thiak  this  extract  from  that  most  excellent 
book  may  interest  your  readers.    Alas,  no  such 
baskets   are  made  now.    Forty-nine  ye<5,r3  have 
left  their  mark — on  the'e  much  fished  and  "  open  " 
tributary  streams.    But,  even  in  1857,  Baillie  was 
the  wonder  of  all  who  knew  him — Stewart,  not 
least — and  he  was  a  nailing  good  fisher. — Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


FISHING  IN  BRITISH  ISLES. 
Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  Meerut  corre- 
spondent, I  would  advise  him  to  go  to  Enright's 
Hotel,  Castleconnell,  on  the  Shannon,  then  work 
his  way  up  the  river  to  Killaloe  (Grace's  or  Hurley's 
Hotels),  and  follow  the  fish  up  according  to  height 
of  water  and  season.  Mount  Shannon,  Portumna, 
Bannagher,  Athlone,  and  up  to  Boyle — all  made 
accessible  by  the  Shannon  steamers— will  give  a 


man  grander  fishing  at  smaller  cost  than  any  other 
river  in  the  British  Isles.  Next  to  the  Shannon  one 
would  suggest  the  Tweed,  from  Berwick  via  Kelso 
to  Peebles,  according  to  season. — Yours  truly, 
J.  Kingston  B.cbton. 

TROUT  HATCHERY  IN  RHODESIA. 

De.ui  Sib, — I  am  enclosing  you  two  small  views 
of  the  hatchery  here  for  trout,  which  is  being  tried 
as  an  experiment,  the  fry  having  come  from  Cape 
Town,  as  I  thought  some  of  your  readers  might  be 
interested  to  know  that  the  piscatorial  art  is  not 
quite  forgotten  out  here,  although  so  far  away. — 
Yours  truly,  Bendeb 

(Late  of  Maidstone  Angling  Society). 

Umtali,  Mashonaland,  Aug.  20. 

P.S. — One  of  the  pioneers  of  the  movement  is 
Mr.  Harrison,  at  one  time  on  the  books  as  a  member 
of  the  above  society. 

[The  photographs  would  not  reproduce  very  well, 
but  I  sincerely  hope  the  trout  will.— Ed.] 

KNOTS  FOR  DROP  FLIES. 

Deab  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  dropper  attach- 
ment suggested  by  "  Benwyan,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  8,  as  also  to  those  advocated  by 
"  Q.  E.  D.."  in  the  Sept.  22  number,  and  by  "  W.  G.'" 
m  that  of  Sept.  29,  with  all  deference,  I  think  it 
a  mistake  to  pass  the  dropper  between  the  two 
strands  of  the  casting  line,  whether  on  the  standing 
loop  suggested  by  "  Benwyan  "  or  between  the  two 
fisherman's  knots  in  the  other  cases  referred  to. 

In  the  former  it  keeps  the  strands  apart,  giving 
a  chance  for  a  bubble  of  air  to  lodge  between  them, 
and  so  frighten  the  fish.  In  all  cases  squeezing 
each  strand  separately,  lannecessarily  I  consider, 
particularly  when  the  "  fisherman's "  knots  are 
pulled  tight  together.  I  would  suggest  the  "  clove 
hitch  "  thus — 


The  two  strands  are  kept  tight  together,  and  are 
compressed  on  their  outer  sides  only,  thus  saving, 
in  my  opinion,  much  wear  and  tear.  This  dropper- 
is  recommended  by  "  Hi  Regan  "  in  "  How  and 
Where  to  Fish  in  Ireland,"  and,  in  my  experience, 
not  to  be  beaten.  A  looped  dropper,  though 
strong  and  saving  much  friction,  tends,  I  have 
always  learnt,  to  frighten  the  fish. 

It  is  difficult  from  the  diagram  to  learn  how 
'  Benwyan  "  forms  his  double  portion  of  the  casting- 
line. 

I  for  one  would  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  he 
would  kindly  inform  your  readers  on  the  subject. 
I  try  a  short  piece  of  gut  attached  by  fisherman's 
knots,  but  find  it  has  a  tendency  sometimes  to 
slip.  Knots  in  the  casting-line  itself  I  deprecate 
as  additional  sources  of  weakness. — Yours  truly, 

W.  A.' 

LOOPS  AND  KNOTS  ON  CASTING  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  experimenting  with  the 
different  loops  and  knots  lately  suggested  by  several 
of  your  readers  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  j  have  a 
penchant  for  knots,  ties,  and  splices,  but  do  not 
pretend  to  be  an  authority  on  the  subject.  My 
tests  were  only  rough  ones,  and  may  easily  be 
beaten  by  more  elaborate  ones. 

I  tested  the  loop  suggested  by  Colonel  Bartley,  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  8,  against  the  ordinary 
loop  knot  with  hitch  finish  as  made  on  easts  by 
the  trade.  With  medium  gut  soaked  previously  for 
half  an  hour,  I  found  the  former  break  between  the 
knots  at  4|lb.  pull,  while  the  latter  did  not  break 
at  61b.  pull.  I  tried  it  on  pieces  of  gut  from  the 
same  hank,  and  also  on  the  same  strand.  In  the 
latter  case,  the  former  knot  was  tried  first.  The 
loops  and  knots  were  pulled  against  a  parcel  post 
balance,  in  Tiefault  of  anything  more  elaborate  for 
such  a  trial. 

As  regards  knots,  from  my  experiments,  I  con- 
sider nothing  can  beat  the  "  fisherman's "  knot, 
double  or  single,  in  the  latter  finished  off  with  a 
hitch  as  seen  in  "  shop "  casts.  Next  to  it,  I 
consider  the  "ordinary"  or  "water"  knot  and 
the  "  reef  "  knot  (see  below),  both  finished  off  with 
hitches. 

As  regards  the  "  Franco-American  "  knot,  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Bougie,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  22, 1  found  that,  tied  exactly  as  in  the  diagram, 
it  slipped  under  strong  tension,   It  also  seems  to  be 


a  pmchmg"  knot,  the  gut  being  very  much 
squeezed  when  the  knot  is  pulled  tight.  I  have 
however,  only  tried  it  with  medium  and  fine  gut.' 
It  may  be  all  right  with  salmon  gut. 

I  also  tried  the  "  reef  "  knot  with  a  jam  knot 
finish,  advocated  by  "  J.  A.  T."  in  the  Fishinq 
Gazette  of  Sept.  29.  By  jam  knot  I  presumed  to 
be  meant  a  "  hitch,"  which  I  used.  I  found  -it 
bore  a  strain  equal   to   the    "fisherman"  and 

ordinary"  knots,  but  place  the  former  (trade 
shape)  first  for  neat  appearance.  With  "  medium  " 
knotted  to  "fine"  I  found  the  "reef"  hold  all 
right  when  finished  off  with  hitches,  the  "  reef  " 
knot  alone  being,  as  well  known,  only  suitable  for 
equal  thicknesses  of  rope,  etc. 

In  Messrs.  Westley  Richards'  catalogue  there  are 
very  interesting  "  Notes  on  Gut,"  by  Mr.  D.  T.  P. 
Haines.  I  am  sure  many  of  your  readers  would 
be  immensely  obliged  if  you.  Sir,  could  see  your 
way  to  favouring  them  with  a  similar  paper  on 

Gut  Knots,  and  Testing  of  the  Same."— Youra 
truly,  ^  ^  ^ 

GUT  ATTACHMENTS. 
Dear   Sib,— T  should  like  to  thank  Monsieur 
i}^?.  ^.,  v/hich  you  propose  should  be 

called  the  "  Franco-American."  In  case  it  has  not 
occurred  to  those  who  make  use  of  it,  I  would 
suggest  that  an  ideal  dropper  can  be  formed  by 
leaving  one  end  of  a  strand  the  length  required  for 
that  purpose.  I  have  never  seen  so  neat  a  method 
in  any  dropper  a+tachment,  for  this  link  forms  part 
of  the  cast  itself;  nor  do  I  know  of  any  attach- 
ment that  will  so  we'l  maintain  the  position  of  tho 
dropper  at  right  angles  to  the  casting  line  I 
enclosa  a  couple  of  strands  knotted  to  make  mv 
meaning  clear. — Yours  truly,  W.  D.  G.  ' 

FASHION  IN  FLIES. 

ijr'^^'^f  *®         "^'''■y  easily  explained. 

V\e  all  know  how  rivers  are  supposed  to  fancy 
certain  flies  over  others.  The  chief  explanation  is 
some  native  has  had  the  good  luck  to  have  a  good 
catch  with  a  certain  fly,  and  does  not  forget  it 
and  swears  by  it ;  other  natives  hear  of  his  catch 
and  follow  his  dictation.  There  are  many  reasons 
why  upon  this  certain  day  certain  results  happened. 
Again,  flies  appear  and  disappear  on  a  river.  This 
no  doubt  influences  the  tastes  of  our  friends  ;  but 
I  have  known  instances  when  a  fancy  fly  with  no 
pretensions  to  resemble  the  natural  fly  has  done 
the  trick  and  fllled  two  panniers  in  one  day— but 
never  again,  only  this  once.  Will  some  of  your 
readers  explain  why  upon  this  day  the  fish  fancied 
this  fancy  fly,  but  never  since  ? — Yours  truly, 

Puzzled. 

A  GRAND  ROACH. 

Deab  Sir,— On  Saturday,  Aug.  11,  I  caught  a 
roach  which,  when  weighed  in  the  presence  of  three 
^t'ltnesses,  scaled  21b.  12oz.  over  an  hour  after  it 
was  taken  from  the  water.  It  was  caught  on  a 
JNo.  10  hook,  with  paste,  and  was  the  only  fish  I 
caught.  A  very  peculiar  incident  occurred  when  I 
was  playing  it— a  shoal  of  other  roach  swam  round 
It  and  followed  it  right  up  to  the  landing  neb  On 
bept  1 1,  in  the  same  swim,  I  caught  two  other  roach 
ot  l^lb.  each,  one  of  l|lb.,  and  one  of  1  lb  and  a 
friend  caught  one  of  1  lb.  lOoz.,  and  another  of  1  ]b 
During  a  fortnight's  fishing  we  caught  over  thirty 
fish,  and  not  one  less  than  8oz.,  of  an  average 
weight  of  1  lb.  each.  Is  not  this  somethin<^  like  a 
record  catch  ?  I  should  have  had  the  2|lb''fish  set 
up,  only  that  it  was  caught  on  Saturday  ni<^ht  and 
would  have  been  sooilt  before  I  could  have  got  it  to 
the  taxidermist.  Could  you  kindly  insert  this  letter 
in  your  paper,  as  I  daresay  it  may  prove  interesting 
to  Its  many  readers.  I  should  also  like  to  knovv 
what  the  record  is  of  the  biggest  roach  caught  with 
rod  and  Ime.— Yours  truly,  Novice 

Briitol. 


GOOD  FISHING  AND  CHEAP  LIVING. 

Deab  Sib,— Your  correspondent,  "  Angler  "  does 
not  say  what  kind  of  climate  he  requires— whether 
keen,  bracing  air  or  otherwise.  Did  I  really  know 
his  requirements  in  this  respect,  I  might  materially 
assist  him,  as  I  know  lots  of  places  that  would  suit 
him,  even  m  Great  Britain.  If  "  Angler  "  addresses 
me  privately  through  you,  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  him.— Yours  truly.  Seventy. 

ABOUT  WEE  VERS. 
Deab  Sib,— Among  the  whitebait  are  to  be  found 
tiny  weevers.  As  one  who  has  suffered  from  a  bad 
weever  stmg  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  the 
eating  of  the  little  ones  in  whitebait  would  be 
dangerous,  or  does  the  waever  lose  his  poison  when 
cooked?  With  large  weevers  the  spines,  etc.,  are 
usually  cut  off  before  cooking.— Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  VEawoN.  J 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Bravo,  John  Enright ! 

Mr.  John  Enright  won  the  international 
salmon  fly  casting  championship  of  the  world  at 
the  New  York  Anglers'  Club  open  tournament  in 
Central  Park  on  Oct.  13.  I  gave  the  rules,  etc., 
last  week.  The  following  is  the  account  as  sent  by 
the  New  York  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Mail  of 
Oct.  16:  — 

"New  York,  Oct.  14. 
"Mr.  John  Enright,  the  British  champion 
salmon  fly  caster,  easily  won  the  New  Yoik 
Anglers'  Club  open  tournament  in  Central  Park 
yesterday.  With  an  18ft.  rod  he  made  a 
magnificent  cast  of  148ft.  6in.  The  American 
record  was  147ft.  Only  two  American  anglers 
ventured  to  compete.  E.  C.  Leonard  came 
nearest  with  137ft.  In  an  exhibition  cast  with  a 
14ft.  rod  he  cast  126ft.,  beating  his  own  world's 
record  by  6ft.  A  large  crowd  of  anglers  gave 
enthusiastic  cheers  for  the  world's  champion." 

Another  account,  sent  to  the  Standard  by 
Laffan's  agency,  said  : — 

"  New  York,  Oct.  13. 
"Mr.  John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  near 
Limerick,  champion  caster  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  took  part  in  the  tournament  of  the 
Anglers'  Club,  New  York,  and  in  the  two-handed 
salmon  fly  casting  competition  beat  his  own 
record,  placing  the  mark  at  152ft." 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  some  little  dis- 
crepancy in  the  reports,  and  we  must  wait  for  the 
ofiacial  results.  But  it  is  clear  that  Mr.  Enright, 
with  his  18ft.  greenheart,  beat  the  best  American 
casters  using  split-cane  rods.  At  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament,  held  on  Friday,  July  22,  1904, 
Mr.  J.  Enright's  three  best  casts,  using  an  18ft. 
greenheart  spliced  rod  weighing  43Joz.,  were: 
48yd.  2ft.,  48yd.  1ft.,  49yd. ;  total,  146yd.  If 
Lagan  is  right,  it  will  be  seen  Mr.  Enright  cast 


over  50yd. ;  if  the  Daily  Mail  is  right,  he  equalled 
his  best  cast  at  the  Palace,  49yd.    Bravo,  John ! 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  I  have  received  this 
cable  message  from  New  York  through  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company.  I  had  asked  Mr. 
Enright  to  cable  result.    He  says  : — 

Enright  1 48ft.  6in. 

Leonard  . .       . .       . .    J  37ft. 

Mills   126ft. 

Forty-Two  Bass  and  Three  Mackerel  on 
Farlow's  Soleskin  Bait. 

Mr.  B.  M.  Oakeshott,  a  member  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  fishing  at  Newhaven  on  Oct.  10, 
landed  forty-two  bass  and  three  mackerel  on  one 


of  Messrs.  Farlow's  soleskin  baits,  as  shown  in  the 
illustration.  No  bait  could  want  better  testimony 
to  its  attractive  qualities  than  this.  Even  after 
taking  so  many  fish  the  bait  is  still  quite  serviceable. 

Use  Fine  Tackle  for  Codling. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  sends  me  this  interesting 
letter.  I  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  sea 
anglers  in  this  country.  I  am  sure  that  much  of 
the  want  of  success  in  sea  fishing  is  due  to  use  of 
tackle  which  scares  the  fish: — 

"Dear  Marston, — The  advantages  of  fine 
tackle  in  sea  fishing,  not  always  sufiSciently  recog- 
nised by  anglers  on  either  side  of  the  Channel, 
received  a  practical  illustration  here  recently. 

"Fishing  from  the  end  of  the  West  Pier  on 
Monday  afternoon,  Oct.  8,  wind  being  light  and 
water  fairly  smooth,  I  found  codling  biting 
well  on  the  ebb,  and,  using  double-gut  traces  of 
my  own  make,  with  small  whiting  hooks  on  single 
gut,  I  caught  twenty-four  codling  and  three  pouting, 
none  large,  total  weight  201b.  Tiie  sport  was  so 
brisk  at  one  tims  that  I  had  an  inconveniently 
large  '  gallery,'  and  found  great  difficulty  in  getting 
elbow-room  for  long  casting.  A  French  angler, 
with  a  rod  on  each  side  of  my  two,  using  much 
heavier  tackle,  only  caught  two  codling  in  the  same 
time,  and  could  not  make  it  out  at  all.  Yesterday 
afternoon  I  tried  it  again. 

"  As  I  expected,  the  news  of  my  success  of  the 
previous  day  brought  almost  more  anglers  than 
the  pier-head  would  hold,  lines  were  thick  enough 
together  to  scare  the  fish,  and  one  horribly  con- 
spicuous thick  white  hand-line,  which  needed  much 
more  lead  to  hold  the  bottom,  was  continually 
drifting  across  mine.  The  fish  bit  well  on  the 
beginning  of  the  ebb,  but  soon  went  off,  or  only 
gave  a  shy  '  runaway  knock,' probably  scared  by 
porpoises. 

"  My  score  was  twenty-one  codling  and  a 
pouting,  next  best  catch,  to  coarser  tackle,  cord 
trace,  and  hooks  tied  on  string,  seven  codling  and 
a  flounder,  while  the  amateur  with  the  white  fine 
only  had  one  codling  when  I  left. 

"  Nearly  all  my  fish  had  swallowed  the  small 
hooks  well  down,  needing  no  striking,  the  con- 
tinuous tugs  at  the  rod-point  showing  when  they 
were  ready  for  hauling.  Very  many  fish  are  lost 
by  too  precipitate  and  vigorous  striking,  just  when 
they  are  beginning  to  take  the  bait,  which  they 
seldom  relinquish  if  left  alone. 
"Calais,  Oct.  10." 


Some  Notes  on  Sea  Fishing  at  Deal. 

Even  when  there  are  few  fish  about,  as  an 
excuse  for  sitting  for  hours  in  the  splendid  sea 
air  of  Deal,  the  sea  fishing  there  can  be  com- 
mended. Of  course,  you  can  sit  on  the  pier,  which 
is  about  twice  the  length  of  our  biggest  battleships, 
or  you  can  even  go  out  in  a  boat,  without  fishing, 
but  nobody  does  it  at  Deal,  at  least  almost 
nobody — that  is,  in  October. 

The  late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, 
Mr.  Ball,  Mr.  Ned  Hanger,  and  Mr.  Richardson 
were  among  the  first  to  make  Deal  famous  as  a 
sea  fishing  resort  by  writing  about  it  in  the  angling 
Press.  It  was  at  Ned  Hanger's  place  some  years 
later  that  he  and  Mr.  Ball  worked  out  the  idea  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  which  now 
numbers  a  thousand  members — there  will  be  a 
thousand  and  three  soon,  I  hope,  for  a  brace  and  a 


half  of  my  boys  are  rapidly  qualifying  for  member- 
ship judging  from  the  bill  for  lugs !  One  young 
hopeful,  who  has  not  seen  seven  summers,  thinks 
the  boys  who  sell  bait  at  the  pier-head  "an  awfully 
decent  sort."  I  discovered  afterwards  that  it  was 
because  they  addressed  him  as  "sir" — "Want 
any  bait,  sir?"  "That's  what  makes  him  stick 
his  chest  out,"  explained  his  year  or  so  older 
brother  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets  and  laughing 
all  over  his  face.  "Cheeky  kid,"  was  all  "sir's" 
comment. 

Attracted  by  the  noise  of  a  wheezy  Nottingham 
reel  going  s-q-u-a-a-k  like  an  old  cock  pheasant,  I 
turned  to  watch  an  angler  casting  his  bait  over 
towards  Cape  Grisnez,  when  I  was  horrified  to 
hear  the  cheeky  one  exclaim,  "  Here  comes  old 
Zaehnsdorf  I"  I  hoped  Mr.  Z.  had  not 
heard,  but  he  had,  and  the  next  minute 
Master  A.  was  dangling  over  the  pier  rail, 
squirming  like  a  yellow  tail  lug,  as  "sir" 
told  him.  I  did  not  know  that  they  had 
made  Mr.  Z.'s  acquaintance,  but  was  in- 
formed that  they  had  soon  discovered  he,  too, 
was  an  awfully  decent  sort,  and  had  given  them 
"  lots  of  jolly  good  tips  "  about  fishing.  But 
then  Mr.  Z.  is  like  a  boy  himself — in  fact,  I  won- 
dered he  didn't  get  dangled  over  the  pier  rail  also  I 
"Ridiculous,  sir,  ridiculous,  sir  I  you  can't  cast 
for  nuts" — this  as  we  were  passing  to  a  portly, 
dignified,  solemn-looking  old  member  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  who  had  just  heaved  out  some  half- 
pound  of  lead  and  line  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 
I  expected  an  explosion,  but  Z.  laughed  and  said, 
"  Oh !  they  all  know  me — I  have  fished  here  for 
thirty  years  "  ;  and  so  as  we  walked  along  he  fired 
off  his  friendly  chaff  just  as  he  used  to  fire  off  Her 
Majesty's  guns  when  he  was  a  captain  in  the 
volunteer  naval  artillery  marines — it  was  all  blank 
cartridge,  drawing  only  a  smile  or  an  amused 
blankety  blank  retort.  Anchored  a  mile  or  two 
out  between  us  and  the  Goodwins  was  His  Majesty's 
first-class  cruiser  Argonaut,  just  home  from  the 
China  station.  She  had  sent  off  a  cutter  to  land 
a  visitor  and  get  some  bread;  the  boat  was 
making  for  the  steps  on  the  north  side  of  the  pier- 
head as  we  walked  down — there  was  a  stiff  breeze 
and  swell  and  choppy  sea  on.  "  That  will  never 
do,"  said  Z.,  and  he  was  off  in  a  moment 
down  the  steps  and  calling  to  them  to  make 
for  the  stage  on  the  south  side,  where  they  could 
hold  the  boat  without  fear  of  getting  it  stove  in. 
There  was  soon  a  crowd  round,  intently  watching 
the  rather  ticklish  job  of  landing  the  visitor  and  his 
luggage.  After  much  watching  for  chances  and 
agile  jumps  for  the  wet,  slippery  stairs,  this  was 
done,  and  the  petty  officer  and  his  crew  sat 
patiently  bobbing  up  and  down  waiting  for  the 
return  of  the  men  with  the  bread.  Presently  Z. 
caught  the  petty  officer's  eye,  and  beckoned  to  him, 
but  only  got  a  smiling  negative  shake  of  the  head. 
"I've  got  a  picture  to  show  you,"  cried  Z.  The 
petty  officer  was  by  no  means  petty  in  size,  and  we 
watched  him  jump  with  trepidation  as  the  boat 
came  up  on  a  wave.  The  picture  was  evidently 
interesting,  judging  from  the  smile  on  his  jolly  face 
as  he  jumped  in  again  presently.  As  they  pushed 
off  I  said  to  myself,  "Hang  it  all;  why  didn't  we 
give  the  men  some  tobacco  ?  How  stupid  not  to 
think  of  it  bsfore."  But  good-hearted  Z.  liad 
thought  ot  it  I  found  afterwards,  and  made  them 
happy  with  a  good  supply  of  cigarettes,  and 
excused  himself  by  saying,  "  Well,  you  see,  I  was 
sixteen  years  in  the  service  myself,  and  coming 
back  after  years  in  the  Far  East  the  boys  appre- 
ciate a  little  thing  like  that."  Of  course  they  do, 
and  I  could  have  kicked  myself  for  not  thinking 
that  they  did  in  time.  It  was  some  consolation  to 
remember  how  our  wounded  men  at  Netley  and 
Woolwich  appreciated  the  tobacco  the  Fishing 
Gazette  readers  sent  them  after  the  Boer  War. 

Is  THE  Pulley  on  the  Sea  Rod  Better 
THAN  the  Ring  ? 

Ninety  or  more  out  of  a  hundred  of  the  anglers 
who  fish  from  Deal  Pier  use  a  short,  stout  rod  with 
the  loose  double  wheel  pulley  hanging  from  a 
hinge  at  the  end  of  the  top  joint.  I  believe  the 
pulley  was  first  used  on  sea  rods  at  Scarborough. 
I  remember  calling  special  attention  to  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  when  noticing  the  exhibit  of  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Scarborough,  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition  at  South  Kensington  in  1883. 
At  that  time  the  pulley  consisted  of  one  wheel 
only,  held  in  a  little  fixed  brass  holder  like  a  hood. 
I  used  it  a  good  deal  in  sea  fishing  and  pike  fishing 


292 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  20,  1906 


until  the  porcelain  and  agate  rings  came  into  use. 
Judging  from  what  I  saw  at  Deal  recently,  I 
feel  convinced  that  a  medium  size  porcelain  ring 
has  many  more  advantages  than  the  pulley,  and 
that  its  use  would  save  no  end  of  breakages.  I 
was  only  on  the  pier  on  a  few  occasions  and  yet  I 
saw  several  casting  lines  snapped,  apparently  in 
each  case  through  stickmg  in,  or  catching  round, 
the  pulley,  in  the  act  of  casting.  The  anglers, 
sometimes  four  or  five  score  in  number,  have  to 
fish  side  by  side,  so  to  get  their  lines  out  they  can- 
not use  any  side  swing  as  the  pike  or  salmon 
angler  does— there  would  be  bloodshed  and  bad 
language  all  the  time  if  they  did,  as  the  leads  cast 
are  often  over  a  quarter  of  a  pound;  also  they 
could  not  send  the  hne  out  so  as  to  avoid  crossing 
those  out  on  each  side  and  only  a  few  yards  apart. 
So  the  cast  has  to  be  made  by  turning  the  back  to 
the  spot  the  angler  is  aiming  for,  and  then  swing- 
ing the  lead  straight  overhead.  Supposing  the 
angler's  head  to  reach  just  above  the  middle  of  a 
10-foot  clock  face,  and  he  wants  to  cast  in  the 
direction  of  three  o'clock,  he  turns  his  back  on 
three,  puts  his  rod  point  at  about  eight,  and  then 
moves  it,  slowly  at  first  but  with  ever-increasing 
force  until  it  has  passed  overhead  to  about  two, 
just  as  the  clock  hand  goes.  If  all  goes  right,  and 
the  reel  is  properly  checked  with  the  finger  at  the 
right  moment,  the  cast  will  be  as  accurate  as  need 
be,  and  many  of  the  Deal  Pier  anglers,  including 
some  of  the  ladies,  do  it  beautifully,  a  "hitch 
up"  being  the  exception.  But  those  less  adept, 
and  possibly  with  less  perfectly  made  pulleys, 
often  find  the  line  stopped  suddenly.  This  is 
caused,  of  course,  by  imperfect  handling  of  the 
reel  often,  but  also,  as  I  saw  myself,  from  the  hne 
jamming  between  the  wheel  and  the  side  of  the 
pulley,  or  hitching  round  it  as  it  falls  over  in 
making  the  cast.  The  finer  the  line  the  greater  the 
chance  of  jamming,  and  then  there  is  occasionally  a 
snap  and  the  lot  goes  out  to  sea.  I  do  not  think  this 
would  happen  if  a  medium  size  porcelain  or  agate 
ring  were  used  and  the  line  oiled  with  "Mars  Oil," 
and  a  little  put  on  the  rings  now  and  then.  The 
only  advantage  of  the  pulley  was  over  the  old 
brass  or  steel  end  ring ;  the  porcelain  ring  reduces 
the  friction  so  much  that  I  question  if  the  revolving 
ring  causes  less.  The  pulley  was  an  improvement 
on  the  fixed  brass  ring  or  the  revolving  steel  ring 
(which  rusts  directly  in  sea  fishing),  but  the  fact 
that  you  can  have  a  much  larger  and  perfectly 
smooth  all-round  opening  for  the  line  to  fly 
through  in  casting  if  you  use  a  porcelain  ring,  and 
yet  secure  a  perfectly  hard,  round,  smooth  surface 
to  wind  in  on,  seems  to  me  to  point  to  the  time  for 
putting  the  pulley  on  the  scrap-heap,  as  our 
American  friends  say.  In  boat  fishing  in  strong 
currents,  where  no  casting  is  required,  the  pulley 
may  be  ah  advantage  with  very  heavy  leads,  but 
I  doubt  it. 

Why  is  such  Coaese  Tackle  xjsed  in  Sea- 
Fishing  ? 

Mr.  0.  A.  Payton's  letters  on  his  success  in  using 
fine  tackle  at  Calais  recently  in  sea  fishing  for 
codling,  etc.,  only  confirm  what  I  thought  when 
watching  the  anglers  at  work  at  Deal.  Nearly  all 
the  traces  were  twisted  gut,  and  the  hook  lengths 
also— gut  stronger  than  is  used  in  salmon  fishing, 
and  yet  the  great  majority  of  the  fish  caught  at 
Deal  are  under  51b.,  and  most  of  them  are  not  half 
that  weight.  I  believe  that  the  angler  who  used 
single  stout  gut  for  trace  and  two  or  three  large 
flattened  bullets  (as  in  barbel  ledgering)  for  weight, 
and  rather  finer  single  gut  for  his  hook  lengths' 
would  kill  more  fish.  I  am  referring  to  the  average 
run  of  fish — codling  and  whiting,  etc.  Of  course, 
when  cod  are  coming  in,  stouter  tackle  could  be 
used.  The  stout  twisted  gut  and  wire  booms 
must  scare  the  fish  when  used  by  scores  of  anglers 
all  fishing  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other.  Any 
fish — I  do  not  care  what  they  are — will  become 
what  the  fly  fisher  calls  "gut  shy"  after  a  time, 
especially  in  bright  weather  and  clear  water.  I 
suggest  three  good  size  flattened  bullets  set  to 
run  freely  on  a  length  of  gimp,  with  a  bead 
whipped  on  below  each,  and  three  or  four  inches 
between  each  for  the  line  to  run  on,  the  bullets 
graduated  in  size.  With  a  fine  plaited  silk  line, 
oiled  with  Mars  Oil,  which  resists  sea  water,  there 
would  be  far  less  fear  of  smashing  than  in  [casting 
the  same  weight  in  one  lump,  and  the  finer  the  line 
the  less  the  tide  would  act  on  it  in  lifting  the  lead. 
Of  course,  this  tackle  is  for  ground  feeding  fish,  the 
hooks  (two)  being  on  lengths  of  finer  gut  below  it, 


as  in  ledgering  for  barbel,  etc.  In  paternostering 
I  should  dispense  with  all  boom  arrangements, 
simply  fastening  the  gut  length  to  the  trace,  and 
trusting  to  the  fine  tackle  and  the  tide.  We  do 
not  use  booms  in  paternostering  for  perch  and 
pike,  and  in  sea  fishing  I  feel  sure  we  should  do 
just  as  well  without  them,  and  not  get  hung  up 
half  so  much,  and  also  feel  the  bite  in  half  the 
time.  I  believe  the  wire  boom  business  is  all  a 
delusion— only  handicaps  the  angler.  It  looks  sail 
right  when  hanging  from  the  rod  just  before  you 
inake  a  cast,  but  watch  it  as  it  flies  through  the 
air  with  the  lead  !  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  if  the 
angler  could  see  the  lot  at  the  bottom  probably  two 
out  of  the  three  baits  would  be  nicely  curled  round 
the  trace.  Of  course,  I  shall  be  laughed  at  by  the 
British  sea  angler  who  believes  in  his  booms,  but  I 
feel  confident  the  boom  business  is  overdone.  If  a 
fish  will  come  at  a  bait  supposed  to  be  suspended 
nicely  from  a  boom,  but  quite  as  likely  to  be 
hitched  up  round  it,  then  he  will  not  be  frightened 
because  there  is  nothing  but  a  bit  of  gut,  and 
when  he  bites  he  will  not  have  to  deflect  a  boom 
and  Uft  a  weight  before  you  get  the  telephone 
from  the  fish  (at  Deal  the  telephone  bell  is  con- 
stantly ringing !)  to  say,  "  Are  you  there  ?  "  only  to 
find  before  you  can  answer  that,  like  the  boy  who 
pulls  the  street  door  bell,  he  is  gone.  As  one  of 
my  young  hopefuls  expressed  it,  he  had  "  caught 
lots  of  bites  t  " 


Extraordinary  Affair  at  Deal— A  Big  Shark. 

Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  so  well 
known  for  his  superb  photographic  work,  sends  me 
the  following  account  of  an  extraordinary  adven- 
ture he  had  recently  when  fishing  at  Deal — a 
shark  which  can  bite  a  251b.  cod  in  half  would 
make  no  bones  about  going  for  a  man.  It  makes 


codfish,  which  Wratten  promptly  gafled, '  to  prevent 
his  swimming  away !  ' 

"  A  careful  examination  of  the  remains  showed 
the  aggressor  to  be  a  shark,  and  as  the  teeth  marks 
indicate  a  very  large  shark. 

"  I  enclose  a  photograph  of  what  remained  of  the 
cod.  The  tape  measure  photographed  with  it  will 
give  your  readers  an  idea  of  the  grand  proportions 
of  the  fish  when  alive.  The  piece  weighed  14Jlb., 
was  25|in.  in  length,  with  a  girth  of  22^in.  The 
shark  had  fairly  wrenched  the  unfortunate  cod  in 
half — flesh,  backbone,  etc.,  being  crushed  into  a 
shapeless  mass.  Although  by  no  means  unknown 
on  the  deep  sea,  such  an  incident  is  a  new  experi- 
ence so  near  the  shore  and  in  our  waters,  but  at 
the  same  time  it  shows  what  fine  fish  are  to  be 
found  at  Deal  if  anglers  only  know  how  to  catch 
them.  My  own  impression  is  that  too  many  use 
tackle  which  is  not  strong  enough  and  too  small 
hooks  and  bait,  as  to  hear  anglers  relating  how 
they  have  been  '  broken  up  by  a  whopper '  is  a 
daily  experience  with  me.  That  there  are  very 
large  fish  here  is  beyond  dispute,  and  I  am  glad  to 
be  able  to  add  that  from  their  quantity  and  size 
the  cod  taken  already  give  promise  of  an  excellent 
season's  sport  when  the  herrings  and  sprats  put  in 
an  appearance.  These  latter  are  not  far  off,  as 
already  they  have  been  found  in  the  stomachs  of 
whiting  and  cod  taken  by  anglers. 

"  I  should  have  been  happy  to  send  you  a  snap- 
shot of  the  struggle  and  the  flying  spray,  but,  alas  I 
it  is  another  instance  of  the  fine  shooting  you  meet 
with  when  you  have  left  your  gun  at  home." 

Mr.  Hussey's  notes  and  the  photo  are  extremely 
interesting.  I  think  his  remarks  about  the  tackle 
used  must  refer  only  to  boat  fishing,  mine  in 
another  note  refer  mainly  to  pier  fishing.  One  of 
my  sons  caught  a  51b.  codling  fishing  from  the  pier 


one  shudder  to  think  what  might  have  happened 
to  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  one  of  the  lights  of  the 
B.S.A.S.,  if  the  monster  had  come  across  him 
when  he  took  his  long  swim  recently  round  the 
pier  and  down  to  the  North  End  at  Deal. 
Mr.  Hussey  says  :  — 

"When  fishing  off  Deal  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon last,  my  boatman,  James  Wratten,  and  I  had 
a  curious  experience.  We  were  anchored  near  the 
South  Brake  Buoy,  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  shore.  Without  warning  a  great  com- 
motion of  the  sea  occurred  about  thirty  yards 
from  our  boat,  the  surface  of  the  water  was  lashed 
into  foam,  and  the  spray  thrown  nine  or  ten  feet 
into  the  air.  At  first  we  thought  a  whale  was 
upon  us,  but  on  looking  a  second  time  we  could 
dimly  discern  the  forms  of  two  large  fish  strug- 
gling. Their  movements  were  so  rapid  and  so 
obscured  by  the  flying  spray  that  it  was  impossible 
to  identify  them. 

"  The  boatman  at  once  tripped  his  anchor,  and 
we  rowed  with  all  speed  to  the  spot.  On  our 
arrival  the  commotion  had  subsided,  but  we  found 
floating  on  the  water  the  fore-end  of  a  very  large 


the  other  day,  and  Mr.  Wolff,  who  is  certainly  one 
of  the  best  anglers  who  fish  there,  told  him  that 
although  he  had  had  some  of  51b.  in  four  years' 
fishing  he  had  never  exceeded  that  weight.  I  think 
the  loss  of  big  fish  may  be  caused  by  the  help  the 
heavy  lead  gives  to  the  fish's  runs  and  jerks  in 
trying  to  get  rid  of  the  hook — the  hold  gets  torn 
out.  You  need  not  fear  hooking  a  big  fish  on 
Deal  Pier,  as  circular  nets  are  always  handy 
for  dropping  down,  so  you  can  play  the  fish 
into  them.  I  have  asked  Mr.  Hussey  kindly  to 
send  me  particulars  of  the  proposals  as  regards 
preventing  trawling  in  that  natural  spawning 
ground,  Pegwell  Bay.  I  hope  he  will  come  in  at 
the  top  of  the  poll.  If  he  gets  his  way  the  fishing 
will  be  vastly  improved,  and  Deal  will  benefit 
greatly. 

Important  Sale  of  Anglingf  Books. 

On  Nov.  2,  Messrs.  Sotheby,  Wilkinson  and 
Hodge,  of  13,  Wellington-street,  Strand,  w  11  sell 
by  auction  the  library  of  books  on  angling,  number- 
ing over  150  books,  collected  by  the  late  J.  P. 
Jones,  Esq.,  C.M.G.,  formerly  joint  manager  of  the 
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British  South  African  Oompany.  One  of  the  items 
is  a  splendid  copy  of  Bowditch's  "Fresh-water 
Fishes,"  coloured  by  hand  and  described  by  Mrs 
T.  E.  Bowditch,  with  an  autograph  note  by  her ;  it 
was  pubhshed  by  Ackermann  in  1828,  and  is  very 
scarce.  There  are  many  other  valuable  worksllin 
fine  condition. 


The  Record  Chub. 

"  Deae  Mb.  Marston,  —  I  enclose  a  letter 
received  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  who  caught  the 
chub,  also  a  photograph  of  Inspector  Matthews,  a 
member  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association, 
holding  the  fish. 


Weight,  71b.  ejoz. ;  girth,  16|in.  ;  length  to  centre 
of  tail,  24iin.  ;  to  tip  of  tail,  27in. 

"  A  chub  of  such  length  and  girth  is  indeed  a 
splendid  one,  and  a  reproduction  of  the  photograph 
will  interest  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — 
Yours  faithfully,        "Charles  H.  Wheeley." 

Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Wheeley.  It  is  the  record 
chub  taken  in  fair  angling,  and  I  congratulate 
Mr.  F.  W.  Smith. 


Marked  Smelts  Return  as  Grilse  the  Next  Year. 

^  It  will  be  seen  from  the  interesting  account 
by  Mr.  W.  L.  Galderwood,  the  Scottish  Fisheries 
Inspector,  given  on  this  page,  further  evidence 
has  been  obtained  which  goes  to  show  that  samlets 
or  smolts  do  not  return  as  grilse  the  same  year 
they  go  down  to  the  sea,  but  remain  fully  a  year 
in  the  sea  before  returning.        R.  B.  Mabston. 


NOTE  ON  THE  SMOLT  TO  GEILSE 
STAGE  OF  THE  SALMON,  WITH 
EXHIBITION  OE  A  MAKKED 
FISH  EECAPTUEED.* 


The  following  interesting  note  by  Mr.  Galder- 
wood goes  to  prove  that  smolts  do  not  return  from 
the  sea  as  grilse  the  same  year  that  they  go  down 
to  the  sea. — Ed. 

In  tracing  the  various  stages  of  the  salmon's 
growth,  precise  information  has  been  difficult  as 
to  the  length  of  time  occupied  between  the  first 
descent  to  the  sea  as  a  smolt  and  the  first  return 
to  the  river  as  a  grilse.  The  difficulty  of  attaching 
to  so  small  a  fish  as  a  salmon-smolt  a  suitable 
mark  for  subsequent  identification  has,  in  the 

*  Paper  read  before  the  Royal  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  July  13,  1906. 


main,  been  responsible  for  this  lack.  The  average 
smolt  is  6jin.  to  6in.  long  (14-15  cm.),  and  weighs 
from  loz.  to  2oz.  In  the  next  stage  with  which 
we  are  familiar  the  fish  may  weigh  31b.  even  to 
101b.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  any  mark  attached 
to  the  smolt  must  not  only  be  sufficiently  small 
and  light  for  a  fish  only  a  few  inches  long  to  carry 
without  inconvenience  and  injury,  but  must  be 
adaptable  to  the  rapid  and  great  increase  of  growth 
which  takes  place  in  the  sea. 

In  the  past  a  method  of  marking  has  been 
repeatedly  resorted  to  which,  though  having  the 
merit  of  simplicity,  is  not  really  reliable ;  I  refer 
to  the  method  of  fin-cutting,  especially  and  com- 
monly the  cutting  or  the  removal  of  the  adipose 
fin.  The  famous  Stormontfield  experiments, 
reported  upon  by  Buist  in  1867,  and  repeated  in 
other  localities  by  other  observers  since  that  date, 
were  conducted,  so  far  as  the  study  of  migratory 
movements  went,  almost  exclusively  by  fin-cutting. 
These  experiments  have  been  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  belief  that  the  smolt  which  enters  the  sea 
in  greatest  numbers  in  the  spring  returns  to  fresh 
water  as  a  grilse  in  two  or  three  months,  that  is, 
dviring  the  immediately  succeeding  summer.  The 
Duke  of  Bedford's  experiments  in  Devonshire 
were  conducted  by  fin-cutting,  and  are  held  to 
show  a  different  conclusion.  Only  three  cases  are, 
I  think,  on  record  in  which  the  smolts  have  been 
marked  by  the  attachment  of  a  foreign  substance, 
and  recapture  effected.  These  cases  come  from 
the  Tweed  ("  Tweed  Salmon  Reports,"  1868).  The 
marking  was  done  in  1854,  1855,  and  1857,  and  in 
each  case  the  recapture  of  the  fish  as  a  grilse  was 
fully  a  year  after  the  date  of  marking. 

In  the  spring  of  1904  I  commenced  experiments 
in  smolt-marking  at  the  Cunninghaugh  Ponds, 
near  Fochabers,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon.  The  method  first  used 
was  the  attachment  of  a  small  silver  disc  to  the 
operculum  by  means  of  a  split  pin  passed  through 
the  operculum  from  beneath ;  but  so  many  of  the 
marks  were  torn  out,  by  the  yielding  of  the 
delicate  bones  of  the  gill-cover,  within  a  few 
weeks,  that  the  method  was  abandoned.  I  next 
used,  on  the  Tay,  a  simple  piece  of  silver  wire, 
which  I  passed  through  the  skin  of  the  back  close 
to  the  adipose  fin,  and  formed  into  a  loop  by 
twisting  the  ends  together.  The  method  seemed 
fairly  satisfactory,  but  the  wire  used  was  rather 
heavy,  and  interfered  somewhat  with  the  balance 
of  the  little  fish  as  they  swam  away.  Next  year 
(1905)  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  under 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  supervision,  took  up  the  mark- 
ing of  smolts,  and  a  wire  was  employed  of  lighter 
weight — so  thin  that  it  could  be  easily  cut  with  scis- 
sors. The  wire  was  passed  through  the  dorsal  fin  close 
to  the  anterior  border  and  a  short  distance  above  the 
base  of  the  fin  rays,  and  was  formed  into  a  loop  or 
loose  ring  and  the  ends  snipped  off.  Mr.  M'Nicol 
had  charge  of  the  operations,  and  succeeded  in 
marking  6500  smolts  in  the  spring  of  1905.  No 
recaptures  were  made  in  1905. 

This  summer  (1906)  a  considerable  number  of 
those  smolts  have  been  recaptured  as  grilse.  In 
each  case  the  recapture  has  been  made  in  the  Tay 
estuary,  where  the  marking  was  originally  con- 
ducted. The  particulars  of  the  first  five  are  as 
follow: — 


June   1,  1906, 

„  26, 

»  28, 
July  3, 


grilse  weighing  21b.  15oz. 

41b.  8oz. 

„          41b.  12oz. 

„          31b.  4oz. 

„          51b.  8oz. 


The  specimen  exhibited  is  the  second  on  the  list, 
caught  on  June  26,  and  weighing  41b.  8oz.  It  is  a 
male  fish  with  rudimentary  testes,  and  measures  to 
the  fork  of  the  caudal  fin  24  inches  (61  cm.) ;  the 
greatest  depth  is  4  inches  (10-2  cm.),  and  the  depth 
of  the  caudal  peduncle  1|  inches  (S-?  cm.). 

These  recaptures,  then,  confirm  the  belief  that 
the  smolt  does  not  return  as  a  grilse  the  same  year 
as  it  descends,  but  rather  after  a  year  or  fully  a 
year  has  elapsed.  The  development  sho\vn  on  the 
scales  of  grilse,  as  well  as  the  capture  of  the 
Galway  specimen  which  I  exhibited  to  the  society 
about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  all  give  evidence  that 
the  first  normal  return  of  a  smolt  to  fresh  water 
takes  place  when  the  fish,  as  a  grilse,  is  three  to 
three  and  a  half  years  old,  and  after  it  has  been 
fully  a  year  in  the  sea.  From  other  observations 
it  seems  certain  that  all  grilse  do  not,  however, 
enter  fresh  water,  but  that  many  fish  pass  the 
grilse  stage  in  the  sea  and  return  for  the  fii-st  time 


to  fresh  water  as  small  spring  salmon,  four  years 
of  age. 

With  regard  to  the  other  wired  grilse  which  have 
been  taken  during  the  fishing  season  of  1906,  I 
may  add  that  their  weights  ranged  to  a  maximum 
of  91b.,  and  that  when  further  time  has  elapsed  in 
which  the  possible  return  of  those  fish  may  bo 
noted,  additional  particulars  will  bo  published. 


A  EECOED  IN  THE  FISHING 
TACKLE  WOELD. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  Messrs.  Samuel  Allcock 
and  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Redditch  and  Paris,  have  been 
awarded  the  "Grand  Prix  "  at  the  great  Interna- 
tional Exhibition  at  Milan.  This  makes  four 
"  Grands  Prix,"  besides  twenty-four  Gold  Medal.s 
and  "Highest  Awards,"  which  must  be  a  record 
in  the  fishing  tackle  world,  or  almost  any  other. 


HINTS  ON  EOD  MAKING. 


Recently  we  gave  some  hints  on  amateur  rod 
making  by  Hildyard  Rogers,  who  gave  them  for 
the  information  of  a  fellow  angler  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Mr.  Rogers  stated  that  he  placed  the  enamel 
surface  of  the  bamboo  inside  the  joint,  and  another 
correspondent  asked  how  he  succeeded  in  cementing 
this  convex  surface  to  the  next  strip,  a  flat  one. 
He  explained  that  in  such  small  strips  the  con- 
vexity amounts  to  little,  and  that  by  turning  the 
enamel  side  inward  he  succeeded  in  cementing  six 
rough  strips  securely  together  without  damaging 
the  enamel,  and  that  after  each  joint  had  dried  he 
planed  it  to  perfect  form,  always  preserving  the 
enamel,  while  all  cutting  simply  reduced  the  soft 
wood,  leaving  the  finished  joint  strong  and 
springy. 

This  seems  to  bs  a  point  worth  noting  by 
amateur  workmen,  particularly  those  who  cut 
the  strips  from  large  bamboo  canes.  By  this 
means  they  have  six  of  the  twelve  inner  surfaces 
of  the  strips  straight,  or  practically  so.  Careful 
planing  and  sandpapering  will  then  reduce  the 
glued-up  joint  to  form,  and  this  can  be  made 
round  instead  of  hexagon,  a  further  improvement, 
according  to  several  authorities,  who  claim  an 
octagon  is  a  better  form  than  a  hexagon,  and 
round  better  than  either,  so  far  as  spht-bamboo  rods 
are  concerned. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  Mr.  Rogers'  method  of 
turning  the  enamel  inside  the  joint.  Rods  have 
been  made  on  this  principle  in  the  United  States, 
at  least,  for  a  great  many  years.  Some  of  the  old- 
time  rods  were  made  with  four  strips  in  each  joint, 
the  enamel  side  turned  in  in  gluing  up  the  joints, 
which  were  afterwards  planed  to  the  required  form. 
Others  had  six  strips  with  the  enamel  inside,  and 
it  has  often  been  asserted  that  this  method  was  at 
least  the  equal  of  the  present  custom  of  placing 
the  enamel  outside.  The  latter  plan  makes  a 
handsomer  rod,  and  the  owner  can  see  for  himself 
that  the  enamel  is  all  there,  which  may  in  some 
degree  account  for  the  custom. 

Rods  have  also  been  made  in  the  past  of  four 
square  strips  of  solid  wood  cemented  together, 
then  rounded,  and  some  old-time  rod  makers  have 
informed  us  such  rods  were  in  every  way  service- 
able. Three  strips  of  greenheart  and  three  of 
lancewood  have  been  used,  too,  in  rod  joints,  but 
the  principal  reason,  perhaps,  why  such  rods  are 
not  the  favourites  to-day  is  that  they  must  be  very 
carefully  made,  and  are  as  costly  as  the  better 
known  six-strip  split  bamboo.  The  difficulty  in 
properly  cementing  the  glassy  surfaces  of  strips  of 
hard  wood  is  no  small  item,  and  we  fancy  this  will 
apply  to  some  extent  to  bamboo  strips  when  the 
enamel  is  tui'ned  inward. 

Reel  Mechanisms. 
It  seems  strange  that,  according  to  the  FisUnj 
Gazette,  the  best  English  fishing  reels  which  are 
made  with  the  handle  riveted  on  the  revolving 
front  plate  have  no  counter  weight  to  preserve  the 
balance  of  the  plate  and  make  it  revolve  smoothly. 
Even  large  salmon  reels  are  fitted  with  handles 
of  this  form,  but  have  no  counter  weight  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  as  a  gentleman  who  has  used  them 
on  big  game  fish  in  India  says,  "  When  a  big  fish 
is  taking  out  line  fast,  one  can  feel  a  distinct  jarring 
or  vibration,  which  in  time  must  shake  the  best 
reel  to  pieces."— New  York  Field  and  Stream. 
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THE  WYCOMBE  TKOUT  STKEAM. 

In  some  recent  reminiscences  of  the  late  Francis 
Francis  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  frequent  allusion 
■was  made  to  the  Wycombe  stream,  and  I  have 
thought  a  few  more  particulars  of  this  little  river 
might  perhaps  be  deemed  of  sufficient  interest  to 
be  worth  an  insertion  in  your  columns. 

The  Wye,  or  Wick,  is  a  small  river  rising  about 
three  miles  to  the  west  of  High  Wycombe.  After 
flowing  through  the  lake  in  West  Wycombe  Park, 


Carrington.  On  one  occasion,  Colonel  Teesdale, 
who  waa  the  Prince's  constant  attendant,  asked 
me  if  I  could  manage  to  get  him  a  fine  specimen 
of  our  trout.  I,  fortunately,  was  able  to  oatoh  one 
of  close  on  71b.,  which  his  Royal  Highness  took  back 
with  him  to  Marlborough  House.  He  expressed 
his  great  surprise  that  such  a  heavy  trout  could  be 
obtainable  in  such  a  very  limited  river. 

Many  well-known  anglers  and  sportsmen  have 
fished  the  Wick  in  days  gone  by.  Among  many 
others,  I  may  mention  the  names  of  Hon.  Grantley 


Faun  Mill,  on  the  Wick  at  High  Wycombe. 


the  seat  of  the  Dashwood  family,  and  passing 
through  High  Wycombe  and  the  pretty  Wycombe 
Valley,  it  falls  into  the  Thames  about  three  miles 
below  Marlow.  Its  entire  length  is  barely  nine 
miles,  but  in  this  short  course  it  turns  some  twenty 
corn  and  paper  mills.  The  Wick  has  always  been 
noted  as  a  trout  stream,  the  fish  being  of  excellent 
quality  and  of  extraordinary  weight  for  so  small  a 
stream.  Mr.  Francis  was  very  much  struck  with 
their  size  and  shape,  and  maintained  that  they 
were  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  he  had  pre- 
viously met  with.    As  a  proof  of  the  weight  they 


Berkeley,  Mr.  Gould,  the  noted  ornithologist. 
Captain  Hazard,  a  well-known  fisherman,  and 
author  of  a  book  on  angling.  Gen.  Hankey, 
Colonel  Teesdale,  Mr.  Senior,  Mr.  Halford,  the 
great  authority  on  the  dry-fly,  and,  of  course, 
Francis  Francis,  who'  lived  in  this  neighbourhood 
for  some  years.  I  remember,  too,  that  many 
years  back  the  celebrated  tragedian,  Mr.  Phelps, 
came  down  here  with  some  friends,  and  took  back 
a  handsome  basket  of  trout.  I  believe,  too,  that 
once  we  had  the  honour  of  a  flying  visit  from  the 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


Bbidge  Mill,  on  the  Wick  at  High  Wycombe. 


occasionally  attain  to,  I  may  mention  that  I  saw 
one  netted  in  this  river  some  years  ago  which  was 
lO^lb.  I  have  known  several  caught  that  were 
71b.  or  81b.,  and  one  evening  in  June,  1894,  I  killed 
a  brace  with  fly,  a  short  distance  above  Wycombe, 
that  weighed  12|lb.  —  71b.  2oz.  and  51b.  6oz. 
respectively.  This,  I  think,  may  be  considered 
almost  a  record  for  one  evening's  fishing. 

A  Wycombe  trout  has  graced  the  royal  table. 
Our  good  King,  when  Prince  of  Wales,  used  now 
and  then  to  run  down  to  Wycombe  to  see  Lord 


About  1880,  principally  through  my  exertions,  a 
local  angling  club  was  started,  called  th^  High 
Wycombe  Angling  Association,  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  river,  the  president  being  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Carrington.  At  first  there  were  a  large 
number  of  members  at  a  very  low  subscription, 
but  these  were  gradually  diminished  till  the 
number  was  reduced  to  twenty-four  only,  at  a 
subscription  of  £3  3s.  annually,  with  a  £3  Ss. 
entrance.  This  was  carried  on  pretty  successfully 
for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  but  then,  owing  to 


peculiar  difficulties,  it  was  compelled  to  be  broken 
up.  During  its  twenty  years'  existence  it  had 
afforded  very  good  sport  to  its  subscribers.  I  see 
that  in  one  very  bad  season,  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  river,  twenty  trout  from  1  lb.  to  I  Jlb.,  six 
of  over  21b.,  and  three  of  over  3lb.  each  were 
taken  by  one  of  the  club.  Not  much  amiss  for  a 
limited  water  in  an  unfavourable  season. 

Mr.  Jesse,  the  well-known  writer  on  rural  sports, 
thus  speaks  of  the  Wycombe  stream  and  its  fishing. 
"  I  shall  now  close  this  account  of  the  trout  streams 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  by  recommending 
a  small  river  that  runs  through  High  Wycombe 
and  falls  into  the  Thames  a  little  below  Marlow. 
Between  High  Wycombe  and  the  Thames  there  are 
a  number  of  mills,  and  I  have  had  little  difficulty 
in  gaining  permission  to  fish  from  the  different  pro- 
prietors. In  some  parts  of  this  stream  trout  are 
very  numerous,  and,  of  course,  not  very  large,  the 
average  being  about  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
weight,  but  I  have  taken  fish  there  upwards  of 
three  pounds.  At  Mr.  Street's  mill,  a  little  below 
Wycombe,  where  the  water  is  well  preserved,  I 
once  killed  twenty  brace  of  fine  trout  in  four  hours. 
The  landlord  of  the  principal  inn  is  acquainted  with 
several  proprietors  of  the  water,  and  through  him, 
an  angler,  taking  up  his  quarters  at  his  house,  may 
gain  permission  to  fish.  Two  of  the  mills  in  the 
town  of  Wycombe  belonged  to  two  brothers,  both 
of  whom  had  kindly  given  me  permission  to  fish  in 
their  waters,  where  for  two  successive  seasons  I 
had  excellent  sport.  I  visited  the  same  spot  a 
third  season  :  reached  the  waterside  by  six  o'clock 
on  a  fine  May  morning,  and  after  trying  May  Fly, 
Kill  Devil,  etc.,  I  returned  to  breakfast  without 
even  seeing  a  fish.  About  ten  o'clock,  with  the 
most  favourable  weather,  I  again  sought  the  water, 
when  after  a  few  unsuccessful  casts  of  my  fly,  the 
Quaker  proprietor  put  his  head  out  of  a  mill  window 
and  inquired  what  sport  ?  I  being  somewhat  vexed 
at  my  disappointment,  answered  testily,  'Sport! 
I  have  not  even  seen  a  fish.'  He  replied,  '  I  have 
seen  thee  flogging  the  water  some  hours  with  great 
perseverance,  and  apparently  with  skill  also, 
but  I  cannot  wonder  thou  hast  caught  nothing, 
for  I  hope  there  is  not  one  fish  in  this 
part  of  the  water.  The  fact  is,  that  when  the 
poachers  stole  our  fish  they  stole  other  things  also, 
therefore  my  brother  and  myself  have  destroyed 
our  fish  to  save  other  property.'"  '  But  pray,  sir, 
why  did  you  not  tell  me  this  before  now?' 
'  Because  I  thought  thou  hadst  good  practice,  and 
I  was  amused  by  thy  perseverance,  and  so  see,  to 
reward  thy  diligence,  I  have  written  a  note  to  my 
friend  Street,  who  will,  I  doubt  not,  give  thee  good 
fishing.'  I  made,"  says  Jesse,  "good  use  of  the 
note,  and  caught  twenty  brace  of  good  fish." 

About  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  it  is  re- 
ported that  salmon  used  to  run  up  into  the  Wick  to 
spawn.  I  had  often  heard  this,  and  was  anxious  to 
have  it  authenticated.  A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Lunnon , 
who  has  a  mill-board  mill  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
stream,  and  which  business  has  been  carried  on  by 
members  of  his  family  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
has  several  outlines  of  noted  fish  that  have  been 
caught  there,  cut  out  in  mill-board  and  kept  in  his 
office.  He  very  kindly  allowed  me  to  inspect 
these,  a  few  days  back.  I  found,  I  suppose,  some 
twenty  or  more  of  these  cuttings.  On  the  back  of 
each  was  an  entry  as  to  date,  weight,  and  place  of 
capture.  Among  them  I  came  across  one  marked 
salmon,  caught  Jan.  1,  1815,  weight  iT^lb.  Con- 
sidering that  it  must  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  100 
miles  to  the  sea  by  the  Thames,  it  is  very  interest- 
ing to  learn  not  only  that  salmon  frequented  the 
stream  at  that  time,  but  that  they  actually  ran  up 
its  small  tributaries,  and  in  considerable  numbers. 
Indeed,  it  is  currently  reported  that  large 
quantities  were  captured,  and  actually  pickled  by 
the  men  at  the  mills. 

In  spite  of  all  the  efforts  which  have  been  made 
to  restock  the  Thames  with  salmon,  all  will,  I 
think,  end  in  failure.  The  river  is  so  foul  below 
London,  and  there  are  so  many  locks  and  im- 
pediments to  the  free  run  of  fish,  that  we  shall 
never  have  salmon  running  even  a  short  distance 
up  it,  much  less  will  there  be  any  possibility  of 
their  ever  revisiting  the  Wycombe  stream. 

Poor  little  Wick !  What  changes  have  passed 
over  you,  what  many  happy  hours  I  have  spent 
by  your  side,  what  good  fishermen  and  good 
fellows  have  I  met  on  your  banks,  and  what  lusty 
trout  have  I  extracted  from  your  limpid  waters  in 
days  of  yore.  Alas!  all  this  is  over.  Where  I 
was  accustomed  to  quietly  wander  with  my  fly 


October  20,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


205 


rod  there  are  now  ugly  cottages  and  swarms  of 
children.  Your  stream  is  fast  dwindling  away, 
your  lovely  trout  are  all  hut  extinct,  and  "  Ichabod  '5 
must  be  mscribed  over  you.  Your  elory  is  indeed 
departed,  I  fear  never  to  return.     J.  Thuklow. 

P.S.— I  forward  photos  of  two  mills  in  High 
Wycombe.  They  are  those  that  belonged  to  the 
two  Quaker  brothers  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Jesse.  I 
occupied  one  of  them  myself  for  some  forty  years. 


"WHY  NOT? 


I  HAVE  no  idea  of  raising  the  hardy  annual 
question  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  pier  and  boat 
tishing— I  think  wo  all  admit  the  latter  to  be  the 
more  successful,  while  the  average  pier  is  at  best 
but  an  iron  isthmus  where  one  is  partly  surrounded 
by  water  and  entirely  surrounded  by  visitors.  I 
propose,  however,  to  tell  a  little  story  to  show  how 
once  upon  a  time  I  stayed  ashore  and.  managed  to 
beat  a  whole  boatload  of  anglers  off  my  own  rod. 

The  place  was  Ramstairs,  and  being  the  season  it 
was  thronged  with  a  never-ending  crowd  of  visitors, 
a  crowd,  by-the-bye,  who  displayed  a  pleasing 
thirst  for  knowledge,  and  seemed  to  regard  the 
patient  pier  angler  as  a  being  put  there  by  a 
beneficent  Providence  for  the  express  benefit  of 
anyone  who  might  want  to  know  anything. 

I  had,  indeed,  serious  thoughts  of  applying  to 
the  pier  authorities  for  free  admission  and  a  small 
stipend  on  the  ground  of  "amusement  provided," 
they  to  pay  me  at  the  rate  of,  say,  one  penny  per 
dozen  visitors,  and  I  to  be  ready,  willing,  and 
delighted  to  leave  off  fishing  and  to  answer  all 
questions  on  all  subjects  ;  wearing  on  my  back  the 
while  a  placard  telling  them  to  "  step  on  its  rod 
and  the  figure  will  talk,"  or  some  such  similar 
inscription. 

We  must  all  have  met  the  cheerful  party  who 
arrives  when  sport  is  absolutely  nil,  and  "  supposes 
we  find  seme  pleasure  in  it — wouldn't  suit  him,'" 
"how  long  have  we  been  at  it  ?  "  "what  have  we 
caught  ?  "  and  "  may  he  look  in  our  basket  ?  " 

As  an  angler  who  has  suffered,  and  as  one  who 
has  been  brought  up  to  believe  that  pushing  people 
off  the  pier  is  not  only  likely  to  get  one  into  trouble, 
but  is  also  regarded  as — save  the  mark! — as  an 
offence,  is  it,  I  ask,  is  it  a  wicked  or  even  an 
unjust  thing  to  speculate  on  the  desirability  of  con- 
verting this  knowledge-seeking,  holiday-making, 
question-asking,  basket-opening  pier  pest  into 
good,  solid,  useful  ground-bait  ? 

But  to  my  story.  It  was  the  evening  of  a  rough 
day — a  day  when  even  the  Channel  packets  had 
difficulty  in  putting  out^a  day  that  kept  all  fisher- 
men, professional  and  amateur,  unwillingly  ashore, 
and  brought  a  number  of  these  weather- bound  mari- 
ners on  to  the  old  pier-head,  giving  me  quite  a 
different  audience  to  the  usual  holiday  crowd. 

To-day  I  had  men  who  understood — weather- 
beaten,  rugged  men,  whose  company  was  good, 
whose  talk  was  slow,  with  no  imduo  wastage  of 
words,  who  thought,  spoke  and  then  thought  again, 
and  who  in  the  intervals  of  'conversation  walked 
slowly  to  and  fro  the  space  of  a  deck's  length 
puffing  the  while  extremely  pungent  tobacco  in  the 
very  blackest  of  short  clay  pipes. 

The  sailormen  discussed  two  subjects,  the  weather 
and  myself,  and  having  finally  settled  in  the  descrip- 
tive language  of  their  kind  that  the'former  was 
perhaps  not  exactly  all  it  should  be,  and  not  finding 
in  the  latter  sufficient  to  provide  them  with  amuse- 
ment, slowly  drifted  away  to  find  solace  in  the 
more  congenial  surroundings  of  the  Mariner's 
Compass. 

For  a  while  I  and  a  small  dab,  my  entire  catch 
for  the  day,  had  the  pier-head  entirely  to  ourselves, 
and  I  was  meditating  following,  as  the  French 
exercise  books  say,  "  the  good  example  of  the  wise 
fishermen,"  when  a  voice  behind  suddenly  ex- 
claimed, "It  is — I  told  you  so— it's  old  Robert. 
No  one  else,"  continued  the  voice,  "  would  be  con- 
tent to  sit  in  a  howling  gale  on  a  rickety  old  pier 
that  even  in  calm  weather  is  no  good,  fishing  for 
fish  that  are  most  decidedly  not  there. 

Greetings  followed.  They  were  both  old  friends 
and  disciples  of  mine:  one  I  had  snatched  from 
indolence,  the  other  from  golf.  I  had  taught  them 
all  I  knew  of  pier  fishing,  but,  like  the  ducklings 
in  the  hen's  nest,  they  had  taken  to  the  water,  and 
left  me  to  lament  on  shore. 

"  We  knew  it  was  you,"-"  they  said,- and  ex- 
plained that,  seeing  a  solitary  figure  on  the  pier- 
head, they  had  at  once  decided  that  there  was 


only  ono  person  "sufficiently  foolish"  (I  am 
putting  it  more  politely  than  they  did)  to  do  this 
thing,  and  that  it  must  be  "  old  Robert." 

while  the  explanation  was  in  progress,  one  (the 
indolent  party)  had  quietly  taken  my  rod  to  pieces, 
while  the  other  had  packed  my  one  dab  in  the 
creel  and  offered  to  "  carry "  (a  golf  term,  I 
understand)  for  mo  back  to  the  hotel.  So  back 
we  all  went,  and  much  fun  they  made  of  mo^  they 
and  the  fishermen  at  the  Compass,  for  they  had 
to  stop  there  to  "  see  about  a  boat,"  and,  incident- 
ally, a  little  refreshment  as  well,  this  latter 
"  more,"  as  they  put  it,  "  for  my  sake  than  their 
omi."  Here,  then,  we  made  merry,  and  the 
outcome  of  it  all  was  a  modest  wager — a  dinner, 
to  be  exact — that  on  the  morrow  they  should  go 
out  in  a  boat  and  I  should  fish  the  pier  and  outdo 
their  joint  catch.  Seeing  they  laughed,  I, 
figuratively,  of  course,  threw  in  the  boatmen  as 
well. 

Now  all  this  was'  very  reckless.  Fortune,  we 
know,  favours  the  brave,  but  is  not  always  so  kind 
to  the  boastful.  However,  I  meant  to  win  if 
possible,  and  win,  I  may  tell  you,  I  most  un- 
doubtedly did. 

How  I  won  I  have  never  told  to  this  day,  but 
that  wager  has  madp  me  a  reputation  that  will,  I 
feel  confident,  stand  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  life- 
time. The  exact  weight  and  total  I  forget — either 
of  my  friends  could  tell  them  in  a  moment — but 
suffice  it  to  say  that  the  fish-market  at  Ramstairs 
experienced  a  not  inconsiderable  glut  upon  the 
day  in  question. 

Well,  the  mom  arrived,  and  at  the  Mariner's 
Compass  we  were  met,  and  I  saw  to  it  that  my 
friends,  both  as  to  the  hamper  and  otherwise,  were 
well  and  duly  provisioned  for  the  trip,  and  then 
with  a  word  or  two  of  cheer  they  stepped  aboard 
and  left  me  to  it.  I  must  admit  myself,  not  with- 
out great  misgivings  as  to  my  chances  of  success, 
albeit  for  appearance'  sake,  and  perhaps  a  httle  to 
terrorise  my  rivals,  I  carried  a  basket,  two  immense 
sacks,  and  my  large  creel.  This  creel,  by  the  way, 
is  famous,  firstly  for  its  size,  for  there  is  no  rack  it 
can  be  put  upon,  and  no  seat  it  can  be  put  under ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  in  contradistinction  to  the  fairy 
purse  that  is  said  "never  to  be  empty,"  my  creel 
is  considered  never  "to  be  full."  There  is  a 
saying  among  my  friends,  "  put  it  in  Robert's 
creel,"  and  certainly  there  is  no  telling  what,  at 
one  time  or  another,  it  has  not  contained. 

Often  my  luggage  for  a  week-end,  nightie,  boots, 
oilies,  tackle,  bait  and  flask,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
while  later  in  my  married  state  it  has  held  toques, 
top  hat,  bonnet,  "  tongs,"  and  (for  open  confession 
is  good  for  the  soul)  even  the  infant's  feeding 
bottle  and  patent  food-warming  apparatus,  so  I 
think  my  creel  may  be  truly  described  as  cosmo- 
politan, and  is  indeed  a  veritable  wickerwork 
"Enquire  Within." 

Well,  on  to  the  pier  I  went,  and  determined, 
though  failure  seemed  inevitable,  to  render  as  good 
an  account  of  myself  as  possible.  But  the  hours, 
alas !  flew  quickly  by,  the  sacks  hung  over  the 
raihng  limp  and  useless,  the  basket  waiting  open- 
mouthed  remained  empty,  and  my  creel  maintained 
its  reputation  of  being  "never  full." 

Time  wore  on  ;  the  tide  fell  rapidly  away,  and  I 
fear  the  shadows  and  my  countenance  were  begin- 
ning to  lengthen  in  unison.  Only  an  hour  re- 
mained— only  an  hour — but  in  that  hour — those 
brief,  short  sixty  minutes — I  found  occasion  to  work 
as,  I  think,  I  never  worked  before,  and  to  win  a 
reputation  upon  which  the  failures  of  later  years 
have  been  unable  to  make  any  impression  what- 
soever. 

It  was  this  way.  The  tide  now  ebbing  fast  had 
left  the  Uttle  harbour  almost  dry,  and  reduced,  as  I 
thought,  my  possibilities  of  winning  to  well-nigh 
nil.  To  make  what  happened  thoroughly  under- 
stood, I  must  describe  the  condition  of  the  harbour 
at  low  water.  Well  then,  at  the  far  end  alongside 
the  quay,  and  resting  on  a  gridiron,  lay  a  large 
coaster :  under  the  grid  and  all  round  about  it  was 
a  good-sized  lagoon  of  some  one  to  two  feet  in 
depth,  and  from  this  down  to  the  harbour  bar, 
which  held  it  from  running  altogetlier  away,  was  a 
shallow  trickUng  channel  of  some  three  yards  wide. 
Desperate  in  my  resolve  to  somehow  show  a  catch, 
I  hastily  put  together  a  sort  of  rough  eel  spear — an 
old  fork  and  a  gaff  handle — and  taking  my  basket 
climbed  down  the  pier  timbers  and  into  the  little 
channel.  The  clock  struck  quarter  past  five,  and 
at  six  they  were  to  \ip-anchor  and  return  for  the 
dinner  that  was  to  be  the  outcome  of  my  wager. 


Jabbing  about,  as  sailor  folk  say,  "  promiscous  like," 
I  soon  had  the  joy  of  spearing  several  fine  plump 
flounders.  Hope  revived,  and,  as  I  jabbed,  more 
flounders  came  obligingly  to  the  rescue.  In  fifteen 
minutes  I  had  as  many  fish,  but  these,  good  though 
they  were,  were  as  nothing  to  the  take  that  tho 
last  half-hour  produced.  I  was  stooping,  busy  at 
my  work,  when  suddenly  tho  sound  of  rushing 
water  made  me  look  up.  It  was  tho  coaster.  From 
its  boilers  there  poured  a  stream  of  scalding  water, 
and  in  another  instant  the  little  lagoon  and 
channel  became  alive  with  squirming,  struggling 
eels  and  flatfish.  Alive  did  I  say?  I  had  no 
idea  till  then  there  were  so  many  fish  in  tho 
world — for  a  moment  I  had  a  mind  to  turn  and 
fly  for  safety.  Then  wiser  counsels  prevailed,  and 
reahsing  that  my  opportunity  had  arrived  I  fell 
to  with  a  will  and  rapidly  filled  the  basket.  It  was 
a  time  for  action,  and  feeling  this  I  swarmed  up 
the  pier  side  and  then  cUmbed,  tumbled,  fell,  got 
down  somehow  with  the  two  sacks  and  the  creel. 
What  the  total  might  have  reached  had  I  had  more 
than  half  an  hour  to  spare  I  hesitate  even  to  con- 
jecture. Suffice  it  to  say  that  as  the  clock  struck 
six  I  had  completely  filled  the  two  sacks  and  the 
basket,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  famous  creel 
itself  had  room  for  another  flounder,  flat  and 
accommodating  though  they  be.  It  was  a  great 
triumph ;  it  staggered  my  two  friends  and  well- 
nigh  unnerved  the  boatman — indeed,  for  weeks 
afterwards  he  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take 
parties  anywhere  but  inside  the  harbour. 

It  was,  perhaps,  lucky  for  me  that  we  were 
returning  to  town  next  day,  thus  preventing  my 
being  called  upon  to  repeat  my  marvellous  per- 
formance, and  also  enabling  me  to  get  safely  away 
with  a  reputation  as  a  pier  angler  that,  as  I  have 
said,  I  am  confident  nothing — not  even  this  plain 
and  truthful  recital  of  the  bare  facts — \n\\  ever  bo 
able  to  weaken  or  undo.         Robert  Stanley. 
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{Continued  from  page  261.) 

Knowing  this,  when  the  first  fish  rose  to  our  fly 
we  were  in  our  cast,  and  contentedly  smoked  for 
fifteen  minutes,  and  then  easting  well  above  the 
pool  it  proved  all  right,  as  the  next  instant  a  glorious 
leap  of  fully  four  feet  out  of  the  water,  a  flash  of 
glittering  silver,  told  we  had  struck  a  splendid  fish, 
and  would  have  to  look  after  our  laurels  in  landing 
him.  The  Indians  were  as  exultant  as  we  were. 
Like  all  the  world  they  admire  success,  and  con- 
sider it  good  luck  to  strike  a  good  fish  within  tho 
first  hour's  fishing.  After  three  or  four  smart  leaps 
our  hooked  friend  settled  down  to  business.  A 
desperate  effort  to  run  doy\-n  stream,  in  which 
over  eighty  yards  of  line  rolled  hke  lightning  off  tho 
reel,  was  happily  checked  in  time  to  save  us  running 
the  rapids  below  the  bridge.  Here  the  dexterity  of 
the  Indians  came  into  play.  They  turned  and 
twisted  up  stream  and  do%vn,  with  the  salmon 
constantly  making  lightning-like  darts,  and  wero 
ready  for  the  happy  instant  when  it  was  time  to  gaff. 

At  length,  after  half  an  hour's  grand  struggle,  wo 
were  landed  on  a  small  spit  of  land,  on  which  my 
friend  Pierce  had  about  tired  out  his  prize.  Though 
both  fish  were  nearly  exhausted,  they  were  still 
ready  for  some  final  jumps,  and  with  all  our  care 
one  of  these  jumps  nearly  proved  fatal  to  our  hoijes 
of  landing  our  fish.  By  some  strange  coincidence 
the  two  salmon  made  a  final  jump  together,  and 
only  by  the  merest  chance  escaped  crossing  lines  in 
plunging  back  into  the  pool. 

A  moment  afterwards  the  fish  Pierce  had  hooked 
was  fortunately  gaffed,  but  mine  had  lots  of  hfe  in 
him  and  still  appeared  determined  to  make  a  good 
fight  of  it.  Another  spin  out  of  the  line  and  we 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  again  take  to  tho 
canoe.  By  steadily  checking  and  keeping  his 
head  upstream  we  slowly  reeled  up  to  the  first 
stand,  and  again  landing  we  had  the  satisfaction 
in  about  five  minutes  of  winding  up  to  striking 
distance.  Like  a  flash  the  galf  was  under  him,  and 
a  noble  salmon  of  261b.  was  in  the  bottom  of  tho 
canoe . 

A  glance  upstream  told  us  we  were  not  the  only 
occupied  ones.  During  the  struggle  with  our  fish, 
other  fortunate  ones  had  seeui-ed  four  salmon. 
One  gentleman  had  a  magnificent  capture  of  a 
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monster  weighing  431b.  That  capture,  however, 
was  slow  work.  The  gigantic  fish  appeared  to 
know  his  power,  and  sulked  in  the  pool  where  he 
was  first  hooked.  When  he  was  dislodged  by  the 
plan  of  letting  pebbles  fall  on  him,  he  made  a  rush 
for  another  pool.  Had  he  adopted  any  other 
tactics  he  could  have  carried  all  before  him,  as  no 
tackle  made  could  resist  such  weight  as  he  could 
bring  to  bear.  Fortunately,  he  continued  to  sulk, 
and  while  making  a  rush  through  shallow  water 
to  another  pool  was  gaffed. 

During  the  day  eighteen  fish  were  secured  and 
sixteen  lost,  one  gentleman,  through  extreme 
nervousness,  having  the  misfortune  to  lose  three 
grand  fish.  A  Birmingham  (England)  man,  who 
had  come  across  the  ocean  solely  to  have  some 
fishing  at  Restigouche,  stated  that  for  the  previous 
fifteen  years  he  had  been  fishing  in  the  North  of 
Scotland,  in  Norway  and  in  SM'eden,  but  had  never 
seen  anything  Uke  that  morning's  work.  At  one 
time  no  less  than  eight  rods  were  all  occupied  within 
a  space  of  a  few  hundred  yards. 

On  landing,  our  fish  were  taken  to  the  re- 
frigerator, duly  weighed,  tagged,  and  shipped  by 
train  that  evening  to  various  points  as  far  away  as 
Montreal,  Boston,  New  York  and  Halifax. 

We  captured  four  fish  that  day  weighing  respec- 
tively 261b.,  221b.,  191b.,  and  251b  ;  and  returned 
rich  in  the  possession  of  memories  dear  to  every 
sportsman's  heart. 

Before  four  o'clock  next  morning  we  were 
awakened  by  the  Indians  who  had  been  instructed 
to  give  us  an  early  call.  A  cloudy  sky,  betokening 
wind,  did  not  look  encouraging,  but  when  salmon  are 
about  fishermen  do  not  stick  at  trifles.  The  wind 
increased  so  much  that  in  an  hour  canoe  work 
became  ticklish  indeed.  During  a  lull  we  struck  a 
noble  fish.  This  time  we  found  a  Jock  Scott  the 
favourite  fly.  The  fish  gave  us  hard,  steady  and 
close  work.  Good  handling,  too,  was  required,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  from  his  rapid  and  convulsive 
leaps  that  he  was  fresh  run  from  the  sea.  Fmally, 
he  settled  down  to  a  steady  resistance,  and  to  the 
last  he  showed  unabated  energy.  It  was  all  to  no 
purpose,  however,  and  when  we  had  this  271b.  fish 
extended  in  the  canoe  he  m>ade  a  splendid  p  cture 
that  will  always  live  in  my  memory. 

Engaged  in  the  close  work  of  this  struggle,  we 
had  not  noticed  in  our  intense  excitement  the 
desperate  squall  that  had  been  gathering.  There 
was  an  ominous  lull  while  we  were  admiring  our 
prize.  Then  one  of  the  Indians  spoke  out  sharply  : 
"  Big  roar  in  the  hill  !  Quick  !  Quick  !  "  The 
other  immediately  grappled  with  the  mooring,  but 
it  had  a  long  line  to  it  as  we  were  in  the  very  centre 
of  the  pool.  As  soon  as  we  were  clear  the  paddles  of 
the  Indians  cleaved  the  water  like  lightning,  but 
we  had  not  quite  reached  the  shore  when  the  squall 
struck  us.  The  first  effect  was  to  send  us  up  on  the 
beach  like  a  shot.  The  water,  which  up  to  that 
moment  had  been  but  partially  rufiied,  was  now 
churned  into  a  whirlpool,  the  tops  of  the  short, 
sharp,  angry  waves  being  carried  in  seething  foam 
hundreds  of  yards  before  the  blast.  Reflecting  the 
black  clouds  overhead,  the  river  was  like  ink,  and 
the  roar  of  the  wind  was  deafening. 

As  soon  as  we  could  we  looked  around  to  see  the 
fate  of  our  friends.  All  but  one  canoe  had  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  land  safely.  Those  in  this 
unfortunate  canoe  were  caught  and  overturned  in 
the  hurricane  as  they  were  drawing  up  their  mooring. 
Fortunately,  the  occupant,  an  enthusiastic  disciple 
of  Izaak  Walton  and  a  venerated  wearer  of  the 
cloth,  was  an  excellent  swimmer,  and  floating  and 
swimming  for  over  a  hundred  yards,  he  was  over- 
taken by  his  Indians,  who  had  managed  to  right 
the  canoe  and  paddled  after  him. 

In  about  ten  m'nutes  the  squall  had  passed  over, 
leaving  all  Nature  smiling  again.  Luckily  its  path 
was  unmarked  by  disaster,  though  one  had  very 
nearly  occurred  before  our  eyes. 

During  the  day  Sheriff  Harding,  of  St.  John,  N.B., 
heard  of  the  great  fire  which  destroyed  the  city  on 
that  day,  and  in  which  he  lost  his  home  and  pro- 
perty. Finding  he  could  not  leave  for  several 
hours,  there  being  no  train  available,  he  continued 
fishing  in  one  pool,  and  in  less  than  two  hours 
landed  five  salmon  weighing  in  all  1421b.  Standing 
in  the  ice-house  we  saw  them  scaled  and  took 
memos  of  their  weights,  which  were  these  :  35lb., 
271b.,  221b.,  261b.,  and  321b.  respectively. 

Such  was  the  Restigouche  river  in  1877.  It  was 
a  magnificent  River  of  Success,  and  helped  to 
divert  the  Sheriff's  thoughts  from  his  dreadful  loss 
at  home.   Fourteen  fish  independent  of  the  above 


were  taken  that  day.  While  the  majority  were 
more  than  satisfied  with  their  delightful  experiences, 
and  the  fish  caught,  there  were  those  who  growled 
deeply  at  their  luck.  Never  was  the  proverb  that 
"  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong,  nor  the  race 
to  the  s^wift,"  better  exempHfied  than  in  the  fortune 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  some  of  these  gentlemen. 

Here  was  one  from  Toronto,  a  skilful  fisherman, 
and  generally  fortunate,  returning  with  a  solitary 
fish.  There  was  an  actor  from  New  York,  who  up 
to  the  previous  day  had  never  angled  in  his  life, 
going  home  with  four  grand  fish.  Another  from 
Baltimore,  only  in  liis  first  season,  had  secured 
three.  Then,  again,  an  old  sportsman,  always  so 
lucky  that  his  experience  became  proverbial,  this 
time  only  captured  two.  Their  grumbling  was  only 
a  temporary  annoyance,  as  every  fisherman 
knows  that  if  it  rains  to-day  it  Mill  shine  to-morrow. 

On  Saturday  morning  five  o'clock  found  us  in  our 
canoe.  The  day  looked  promising,  the  sunlight 
tinging  the  high  hills,  whose  broad  shadows  were 
cast  upon  the  river,  which  reflected  every  shade 
like  a  pohshed  mirror.  On  dropping  the  mooring 
from  the  canoe  a  magnificent  salmon  scooted  away, 
being  startled  by  the  falling  iron.  Owing  to  the  lay 
of  the  river  and  the  height  of  the  hills,  the  sun's 
rays  in  the  early  morning  had  a  most  singular  effect. 
First  the  tops  were  touched,  then  slowly  the  moving 
glory  crept  down  the  sides,  the  river  still  like 
burnished  steel,  cold  and  bright.  In  about  two 
hours  the  sun's  rays  struck  the  water,  and  all  was 
brilliant  and  smiling. 

Several  splendid  salmon  were  taken  during  the 
morning,  though  we  had  the  bad  fortune  to  lose 
a  grand  prize.  Everything  right  up  to  the  time 
of  the  loss,  appeared  to  be  going  well,  when  a  sudden 
leap  of  more  than  usual  energy  and  a  taut  line  did 
the  work. 

A  number  of  tremendous  jumps  in  the  pool 
during  the  morning  showed  us  that  the  salmon 
would  bs  more  likely  to  play  than  take  through  the 
day.  This  judgment  proved  correct,  and  though 
all  Nature  appeared  favourable  for  fishing,  the  fish 
themselves  were  in  no  humour  for  indulging  us. 
Nine  or  ten  were,  however,  taken  through  the  day. 
At  six  o'clock  the  Warden  appeared  on  the  banks 
and  closed  the  fishing  to  anglers  until  six  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning — a  wise  arrangement  vigorously 
carried  out  for  the  preservation  of  the  streams  in 
this  locality. 

The  above  describes  the  Restigouche  of  thirty 
years  ago.  At  that  time  it  was  the  queen  of  salmon 
rivers,  and  old  Donald  Eraser  was  the  controller  of 
its  destinies.  Since  then  great  changes  have  taken 
place.  The  pools  I  have  described  have  become 
the  property  of  the  New  York  Salmon  Club.  The 
genial  Host  Eraser  has  gone  over  to  the  great  ma- 
jority. The  river,  however,  flows  on  as  usual,  and 
good  fishing  can  still  be  had  in  portions  of  the  great 
stream.  Some  of  the  charms  of  a  generation  ago 
have  gone.  The  changes  at  Metapedia  are  perhaps 
only  what  might  naturally  be  expected  in  the  great 
march  of  events  and  the  rush  of  change  around  us. — 
James  S.  Macdonald,  in  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING  ON  THE 
KIVEE  AXE. 


My  annual  holiday  comes  about  September,  and 
as  each  summer  comes  round,  the  same  old  question 
comes  up  for  settlement — where  shall  we  go  ?  My 
wife  and  self  are,  unfortunately,  not  of  one  mind  on 
the  matter ;  she  prefers  a  holiday  in  London,  where 
she  can  visit  a  theatre,  pay  a  round  of  visits  to  the 
shops,  and  see  the  sights  generally.  My  ideal  is 
country  scenery  and  quietness.  Spending  half  my 
life  in  the  city  and  in  travelling  to  and  fro,  wet  or 
fine,  one  has  to  muster  up  a  lot  of  courage  to 
spend  a  holiday  in  town.  However,  matters  were 
finally  decided  to  pay  Weston-super-Mare  a  visit ; 
my  brother-in-law  knowing  the  place  well,  fixed 
us  up  with  good  apartments.  We  arrived  there 
after  a  non-stop  run  of  three  and  three-quarter 
hours  from  Paddington,  and  after  a  week's  visit 
round  to  the  many  places  of  interest  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, I  made  my  way  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  Weston-super-Mare  Angling  Society,  and  there 
was  fortunate  enough  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
Mr.  Brooks,  the  secretary  ;  a  more  enthusiastic 
angler  I  never  met.  After  being  introduced  to  a 
few  of  the  members  of  the  club,  Mr.  Brooks  gave 
me  a  full  report  of  all  the  society's  doings,  and 
promised  on  the  following  day  to  accompany  me 


to  the  association's  waters.  We  caught  an  early 
train  to  Bleadon,  on  the  Great  Western  Railway. 
On  our  way  to  the  Anchor  Inn,  the  society's 
weighing-in  quarters,  a  steady  rain  was  faUing, 
so  after  having  disposed  of  some  of  our  gear  and 
sampling  some  of  the  best  cider  I  have  ever 
tasted,  we  donned  our  macintoshes,  lit  our  pipes, 
and  some  ten  minutes'  walk  brought  us  to  one 
of  the  prettiest  spots  on  the  River  Axe  one  could 
possibly  wish  to  see.  By  this  time  the  rain  held 
up  a  bit,  and  the  sun  bursting  forth  on  this 
picturesque  river,  with  banks  shelving  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  the  cattle  grazing  on  the  surrounding 
hills,  it  would  indeed  be  difi&cult  to  find  a  more 
charming  position  to  sit  down  and  rest. 

My  guide,  who  knew  every  inch  of  the  river, 
directed  me  to  one  or  two  swims,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  I  was  left  to  my  own  devices,  deter- 
mined at  the  end  of  the  day  to  return  with  the 
heaviest  creel.  Here,  in  the  lovely  county  of 
Somerset,  alone  with  Nature,  my  thoughts  wander 
back  to  torrid  London,  where  thousands  are 
attending  to  their  duties  under  a  sweltering 
sun,  and  a  certain  amount  of  relief  takes 
possession  of  me  amidst  these  exhilarating  sur- 
roundings, and  I  feel  contented  with  my  lot. 
But  whilst  I  muse,  a  sudden  tug,  and  away  goes  my 
quill.  I  strike,  and  have  hooked  a  game  roach. 
No  net,  my  guide  gone,  and  with  but  three  yards 
of  fine  gut  and  finest  hooks  (the  renowned  Hardy's 
No.  10).  I  feel  almost  assured  of  success,  and  it  is 
so  ;  he  is  gradually  brought  to  bank,  and  his  ^Ib. 
shining  body  and  bright  fins  show  his  grand  con- 
dition. In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell  on  goes 
another  grain  of  stewed  wheat,  and  I  sit  down  to 
wait  the  next  cunning  fellow,  but  sport  is  quiet.  I 
move  up  stream,  keeping  well  in  the  background, 
and  throwing  in  noiselessly,  when  bob  goes  my 
float,  down,  up — strike — Ah  !  excitement  is  intense. 
Dare  I  hold  him  clear  of  the  weeds  ?  A  sudden 
tug  and  it  would  be  all  up.  Oh,  why  did  I  not 
bring  my  net  ?  But  a  tight  line  and  a  steady  hand 
gently  draws  him  close  to  the  reeds,  and  standing 
in  the  water  up  to  the  top  of  my  boots,  I  scoop 
him  to  bank,  a  magnificent  fish,  Iflb.,  in  the  pink 
of  condition,  and  the  best  roach  I  have  ever 
caught. 

Time  now  compels  me  to  pack  up,  and  joining 
my  genial  guide,  we  wend  our  way  with  two  other 
club  anglers  to  the  Anchor  Inn.  Here  we  open  our 
creels,  and  I  must  say  I  felt  very  disappointed 
when  one  of  the  club  members  held  up  the  scale 
with  a  roach  just  over  21b.  However,  we  all  con- 
gratulated him.  My  "big  'un"  with  four  more 
created  a  good  deal  of  admiration  ;  and  so  with 
a  final  farewell  to  the  proprietor,  we  return  via 
Bleadon. 

If  Mr.  Brooks  is  as  energetic  and  attentive  to 
the  society's  welfare  as  he  was  to  me,  he  must  be 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  members.  Having 
thanked  him  for  all  his  kindness,  I  arrive  at  my 
apartments  tired  out :  then  supper,  a  curtailed 
account  of  the  day's  outing  to  my  better  half,  and 
the  day  claims  for  itself  pleasant  reminiscences  of 
the  River  Axe.  Obmonde  D.  Ansell. 


A    FISHING    TEIP  IN  THE 
EANGELEY  LAKE  EEGION 
*    OF  MAINE. 


Speak  of  the  Rangeley  Lakes  and  immediately 
the  name  is  coupled  with  game,  trout,  and  land- 
locked salmon.  These  lakes  form  a  chain  extend- 
ing over  sixty  miles  in  length,  situated  within  a 
mountainous  wilderness,  and  isolated  from  the 
humdrum  of  civilisation ;  they  are  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  best  sections  of  the  United  States 
for  the  lovers  of  both  rod  and  gun. 

It  was  for  this  section  of  the  country  that  I 
journeyed  from  my  home  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
tenth  day  of  August  for  a  two  weeks'  fishing  trip. 
Travelling  all  night  and  part  of  the  next  day,  I 
arrived  at  the  terminus  of  the  railroad — a  station 
called  O-quos-soc.  Here  I  was  met  by  my  guide, 
a  typical  backwoodsman  and  trapper ;  he  was  a 
clever  cook,  a  most  interesting  companion,  and  a 
man  who  knew  this  country  well,  a  condition  which 
is  most  important. 

After  purchasing  our  supplies,  early  the  next 
morning  we  drove  over  with  them  to  Indian 
Rock,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebago ,  stream ; 
here    we  packed    them    in    our    canoe,  and 


October  20,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


297 


were  soon  off  for  a  paddle  of  six  miles, 
our  destination  being  a  cabin  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Cupsuptic,  used  by  my  guide  on  his  trapping 
expeditions  in  the  winter  time.  Arriving  at  the 
cabin,  I  found  it  to  be  well  located,  in  a  little  cove 
on  the  south  shore  of  the  lake,  a  typical  trapper's 
cabin,  built  of  logs  about  twelve  inches  in  diameter, 
furnished  with  a  stove,  two  rough  chairs,  and  two 
berths  built  in  a  corner,  which  were  well  filled  with 
balsam  boughs,  making  admirable  substitutes  for 
bed  springs. 

The  next  morning  we  started  out  to  try  our  luck 
with  land-locked  salmon.  The  fish  had  not  been 
taking  the  fly,  so  we  had  to  resort  to  bait  fishing, 
which  is  known  in  this  section  of  the  country  as 
plug  fishing,  and  which  I  am  very  glad  to  say  is 
looked  upon  as  more  or  less  imsportsmanlike.  We 
anchored  in  about  50ft.  of  water,  and  used  a  hve 
minnow  for  bait.  Shortly  after  we  got  settled  I 
had  a  good  strike  and  hooked  my  fish,  which 
immediately  came  to  the  surface,  and  breaking 
water  jumped  at  least  2ft.  clear  of  the  surface. 
His  next  move  was  directly  under  the  canoe, 
returning  as  quickly  to  the  side  on  which  I  had 
hooked  him.  After  this  he  made  for  deep  water, 
to  the  depth  of  about  40ft.,  as  near  as  I  can 
calculate.  As  quickly  as  he  went  down  he  came 
to  the  surface;  again  breaking  water  about  2ft. 
from  the  canoe,  this  time  he  landed  directly  in  the 
centre  of  the  boat,  where  my  guide  having  had  the 
landing-net  ready  placed  it  over  him. 

I  have  fished  a  great  deal,  but  this  is  the  first 
experience  I  have  ever  had  of  this  kind,  and  this 
fish  proved  to  be  one  of  the  gamiest  ones  I  have 
ever  landed,  or,  to  be  more  explicit,  landed  itself. 
It  weighed  about  51b.,  and  I  caught  it  on  a 
Bristol  steel  fly  rod.  We  fished  in  the  Cupsuptic 
for  two  days  and  landed  eight  good  fish,  which 
ranged  from  31b.  to  61b. 

I  must  confess  that  bait  fishing-  has  little 
attraction  for  me,  and  we  therefore  '  decided  to 
try  fly  fishing  in  the  Kennebago  Lakes.  We  left 
our  camp  on  the  Cupsuptic,  and  after  a  paddle  of 
about  fifteen  miles  we  made  camp  on  the  Kennebago 
stream.  This  stream  was  certainly  an  ideal  one 
for  trout,  with  deep  pools,  its  width  being  quite 
suflScient  for  casting.  Unfortunately,  the  stream 
was  closed  from  July  1  until  May  L 

The  next  morning  was  a  most  delightful  one,  the 
air  was  cool  and  brisk,  with  a  faint  touch  of  frost. 
We  got  in  our  canoe  and  went  on  up  the  stream, 
bound  for  the  Kennebago  Lakes.  As  we  rounded 
a  bend  in  the  stream  we-  came  face  to  face  with  a 
large  buck  and  a  doe  feeding  in  a  small  lagoon 
to  our  left.  Seeing  us  they  made  for  the  cover  of 
the  woods  as  quicldy  as  possible.  All  through  this 
section  of  the  country  deer  are  very  plentiful. 
After  a  paddle  of  some  four  miles  we  found  the 
water  too  low,  and  were  compelled  to  take  a 
trail  of  eight  miles  to  the  Kemiebagos,  where  we 
arrived  about  lunch  time,  and  myself  and  guide 
.  were  made  comfortable  in  the  camps  of  Edward 
Grant,  which  are  kept  for  the  accommodation  of 
sportsmen. 

We  fished  Big  Kennebago,  Little  Kennebago, 
and  the  stream  coimecting  the  two,  and  had  most 
excellent  luck  with  the  fly,  the  fish  ranging  up  to 
21b.  in  weight.  I  used  a  6oz.  split-bamboo  fly  rod, 
and  had  good  success  with  the  following  artificial 
flies,  usmg  a  No.  10  hook:— Silver  Doctor,  Cow- 
dung,  Brown,  Grey,  and  Black  Hackles,  Royal, 
Coachman,  and  a  fly,  well  known  in  this  country, 
called  the  Parmachenee  Belle.  It  is  not  uncommon 
for  one  to  catch  from  fifty  to  sixty  fish  in  a  single 
day  in  the  month  of  September,  when  the  fish  are 
rising  to  the  fly.  The  laws  of  the  State  of  Maine 
prohibit  one  from  taking  more  than  ten  trout  in 
any  one  day.  However,  fishermen,  as  a  rule,  select 
ten  of  the  best  fish,  selecting  them  as  they  are 
caught,  and  placing  the  ones  they  do  not  care  to 
keep  back  again. 

We  fished  several  ponds  and  small  lakes  in  various 
sections  of  this  country,  in  all  of  which  we  found 
good  fishing,  although  in  some  of  them  the  fish 
were  small. 

I  want  to  speak  of  the  wonderful  endurance  of 
the  guides  of  this  section  of  the  country.  In 
returning  we  came  over  a  trail  of  six  miles  in  length, 
my  guide  carrying  a  pack  weighing  961b.,  and  we 
averaged  one  mile  in  thirty  minutes. 

The  fishing  in  this  country  is  free  to  all  during 
the  open  season,  from  May  1  to  Oct.  1.  A  hunter's 
licence  can  be  obtained  for  both  large  and  small 
game  for  fifteen  dollars  for  the  open  season,  from 
Oct.  1  until  Jan.  1.  X. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
■first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  [65  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    „   Putney.  i^aaV^         .,  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■^""jSO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Watek  at  London  Bkidge. 
„  ,    ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.  20    3.  7    3  27 

Sunday,  „  21    3.48    410 

Monday,  „  22    4.33    4  .55 

Tuesday,  „  23    5.I8    5.43 

Wednesday,  ,,  24    6.H    6  40 

Thursday,  ,,  25    7.13   •  749 

Friday,  „  26    8.30    g.'ie 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. —  The  river  has 
again  become  quite  clear,  and  fish  are  consequently 
shy.  A  nice  pike  of  14|lb.  ha?  been  taken  at  Tedding- 
ton Weir  by  Mr.  Tomliiison,  of  the  K.P.S.,  when 
spinning.  Another  pike  of  141b.  4oz.  has  been  taken 
at  Shepperton  by  Mr.  Marsom.  The  angling  con- 
test which  took  place  at  Pangbourne  on  Oct.  15 
wag  won  by  the  Boston  Anglers'  Association  with 
17|lb.  of  fish,  and  the  next  placings  were  :  Sheffield 
Association,  91b.,  second;  Leeds  Amalgamated, 
7|lb.,  third.  G.  Beales,  of  Boston,  weighed  in  the 
highest  individual  catch.  Altogether  197  fish  were 
caught,  the  total  weight  being  48Jlb.  The  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society's  gudgeon  competition  resulted 
in  a  tie  between  Messrs.  H.  Pincott  Hill  and 
T.  Thurlow  Smith,  who  fished  together  in  the 
local  reach.  Roach  and  dace  have  been  feeding 
well  in  the  tideway.  I  fished  at  Walton  with 
Mr.  T.  Lyne  on  Oct.  15,  but  sport  was  not  very 
good.  I  was,  however,  very  favourably  impressed 
with  the  water,  which  had  a  good  stream,  which  is 
quite  a  contrast  to  most  of  the  other  sections. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running 
in  very  fan  condition  during  the  past  week  and 
moderate  bags  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Jack  up  to 
4Jlb.  have  been  caught,  some  fair-sized  perch,  and 
a  good  number  of  roach.  Dr.  Riley,  flshmg  with 
J.  James,  has  taken  several  jack  and  a  good  bag 
of  roach.  Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  have  met  with  success 
at  Medenham  too.  R.  Young  has  piloted  his  clients 
to  some  good  sport  among  the  roach,  while  at 
Shiplake  a  local  angler,  during  an  afternoon's 
fishing  with  G.  Smith,  took  18 Jib.  of  roach  with 
fish  up  to  1  lb.  2oz.  Chub  are  not  doing  very  well 
just  now;  a  few,  however,  up  to  2|lb.  have  been 
taken  with  a  dead  frog.  Gudgeon  are  going  off  the 
feed.  The  water  is  a  little  on  the  clear  side  again, 
and  more  rain  would  be  welcome.  There  is  a  fair 
stream  ruiming. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddinirton  Weir).— Water  in  very 
good  condition,  but  rather  bright.  Dace  feeding 
well ;  got  150  to-day,  with  Mr.  George  Chapman 
and  friends.  Mr.  Deimiford  has  had  some  good 
roach  to  day  (Oct.  17),  up  to  lib.,  one  jack,  41b. 
Mr.  Hollyman,  of  Hammersmith,  has  taken  a  151b. 
jack  above  the  weir.  Messrs.  S.  and  P.  McBride 
have  had  a  lot  of  dace  and  roach  (roach  small).  We 
could  do  with  a  lot  more  rain.  Anybody  wanting  a 
day's  gudgeon  fishing  can  get  as  many  as  he  likes. — 
W.  McBhide. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Night. 
— Now  raining,  the  river  having  a  httle  colour  and 
very  little  stream,  the  takes  of  fish  being  very  small. 


On  Oct.  14  the  Peckham  Waltonians  had  a  com- 
petition hero.  The  results  were:  Mr.  Chambers, 
21b.  SJoz.,  first  prize;  Mr.  B.  OIney.  lib.  15oz  , 
second;  Mr.  R.  Pratt,  lib.  13oz.,  third;  Mr.  B. 
Thompson,  1  lb.  Soz.,  fourth ;  Mr.  R.  Webb, 
lib.  5oz.,  fifth;  Mr.  A.  Thompson,  lOoz.,  sixth; 
Mr.  G.  B.  Bullock,  9oz.,  seventh.  All  roach  and  dace. 
The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  ha<:l  a  competition 
on  Tuesday  last,  John  Spong  and  all  his  staff  were 
engaged  for  the  event,  Bob  Spong' s  patrons  winning 
with  a  nice  bag  of  roach  ;  they  left  before  I  could 
get  the  weights.  It  was  a  bad"  day,  the  fish  showing 
themselves  but  not  feeding.  Prospects  good.  The 
Twickenham  Piscatorials  hold  a  competition  on 
Nov.  10  and  11. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraystaury).  —  I  have  very  little  to 
report,  not  having  done  much  fishing.  There  is  no 
appreciable  difference  in  the  colour  of  the  water,  but 
as  it  is  now  raining,  no  doubt  it  wUl  soon  acquire 
the  desired  tint,  as  the  ground  is  well  saturated. 
The  leaves  and  weeds  are  still  troublesome  at  times. 
My  only  takes  have  been  some  fair-size  roach  and  a 
few  chub  up  to  21b.  3oz. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — The  weather 
has  been  so  favourable  for  angling  during  the  week 
that  on  some  days  many  have  been  tempted  out  to 
the  riverside.  Some  after  roach  and  perch  with 
favourable  results.  Largest  roach  on  this  stretch  of 
water,  lib.  2oz. ;  largest  perch,  14oz.  After  the 
rains  the  river  is  much  improved  in  volume  and 
colour  and  is  now  in  splendid  fishing  condition.  The 
.small  pike  have  been  moving  well,  several  have 
been  had  daily. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge, 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— There  is  still 
one  portion  of  Mr.  Richmond's  report  to  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators  that  I  have  not  touched 
upon.    This  refers  to  the  question  of  food  ponds. 
He  says:    "These  are  shallow  ponds  from  which 
the  fish   are   excluded   and   in   which  the  con- 
ditions are  made  artificially  favourable   to  the 
breeding  'of   crustaceans,    molluscs  and  insects. 
■To   increase  materially  the  resources  of  a  river 
like  the  Dart  they  would  have  to  be  of  considerable 
extent.    A  rough  estimate  of  the  trout  armually 
removed  from  the  Dart  works  out  at  about  5  tons 
weight  of  fish.    To  this  must  be  added  from  1  to  2 
tons  of  salmon  smolts  going  armually  to  sea.  An 
allowance  must  also  be  made  for  the  amount  of 
food    consumed    by    eels.      Excluding    the  eels 
for  the  purposes  of  illustration,  I  may  put  the 
annual  output  of  trout  and  smolts  at  from  six  to 
seven  tons.    I  exclude  the  mature  salmon,  which 
consume  in  fresh  water  too  little  to  affect  the  ques- 
tion.   This  six  to  seven  tons  of  fish  will  have  eaten 
since  they  were  hatched  probably  from  fifty  to 
seventy  tons  of  food.    Taking,  therefore,  the  annual 
food  production  at  an  average  of  sixty  tons,  the 
question  is  asked  to  what  extent  would  tliis  be 
increased  by  the    estabhshment  of   food  ponds. 
On    the    above    estimate    the    Dart    would  be 
giving    about    201b.    of    fish    per    acre    of  land 
over  which  it  flows.    The  amount  of  food  which 
can  be  produced  by  append  on  a  particular  soil,  and 
supplied  by  a  particular  water,  can  only  be  ac- 
curately ascertained  by  experiment.    But  the  best 
possible  trout  water  and  land  is  estimated  to  jdeld 
in  trout  growth  per  acre  something  like  1^  cwt. 
annually.     This  is  for  ponds.     Such  waters  are 
exceptional.    This  fi  cwt.  of  trout  growth  is  the 
equivalent  of  food  production  of  1^  cwt.  multipHed 
by  between  7  and   10  (8|  to  12J  cwt.)  Taking 
this  food  production  for  convenience'  sake  at  half  a 
ton,  we  arrive  at  an  output  in  food,  imder  the  most 
favourable  circumstances  possible,  of  half  a  ton  per 
acre  per  year.    This  is  for  ponds  of  a  temperature 
in  which  trout  themselves  could  live ;  warmer  ponds 
would  produce  about  twice  as  much,  but  care  would 
be  needed  in  admitting  the  water  to  the  river  itself. 
Supposing,  therefore,  ponds  to  be  made  by  the 
Dart,  and  their  production  in  food  by  careful  treat- 
ment of  their  soil,  liming,  manuring,  drj^ing  and  so 
forth,  to  be  raised  to  this  point,  it  would  take  about 
120  acres  of  them  to  double  the  annual  food  supply 
as  estimated  above,  or  for  shallow  ponds  heating  up 
above  trout  temperature,  60  acres." — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— There  wa?  a  fine  thunder-rain 
on  the  night  of  Oct.  9,  followed  by  a  nice 
spate  on  Oct.  11  and  a  good  blow  from  the 
north-west.  The  prospects  for  sahnon  anglers  for 
the  last  four  weeks  of  the  season  are  now  much 
brighter,  and  there  is  likely  to  be  a  good  show 
of  fish  in  most  of  the  pools.  The  only  two  salmon 
reported  this  week  were  one  of  91b.  in  the  Rickerbj- 
water,  killed  by  Mr.  Neil  Mac  Innes  on  Oct.  15,  and 
one  of  251b.  by  Mr.  Rae  at  Holme  End,  near 
Warwick,  on  Oct.  16. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Though  some  fairly  heavy  rains 
have  fallen  during  the  past  week,  this  river  has  not 
materially  benefited,  and  the  outlook  for  the 
coming  week  is,  in  consequence,  not  vastly  im- 
proved. In  the  tidewaj%  however,  some  fair  sport 
has  been  obtainable,   and   a  few  fair-sized  fish 

[2] 


298 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  20,  1906 


have  tj  been  taken.  A  heavy  flood  is  needed 
to  ensure  remunerative  sport  during  the  remain- 
ing days  of  the  season.  Sea  anglers  continue 
to  have  fair  sport.  In  the  offing  some  nice 
baskets  of  mixed  fish  have  fallen  to  one  or  two 
parties  who  have  been  out,  and  a  few  good  fish  have 
been  taken  near  the  rocks.  From  the  piers  and 
quays  onlj'  moderate  results  have  attended  the 
efforts  of  votaries  of  the  sport,  catches  consisting  of 
an  average  of  about  a  dozen  billet  and  flatfish. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — The  recent  rain  has 
improved  the  river  and  canal  fishing  generally,  with 
the  result  that  some  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  river ;  whUe  at  Topsham  Locks 
Mr.  Banfield,  of  the  Beach  Hotel,  accompanied  by 
an  angling  friend,  caught  a  few  roach,  and  the  sport 
being  slack,  they  transferred  worms  for  paste  on  tlieir 
fine  tackle,  and  among  some  perch  caught  was  one  of 
IJlb.  On  Oct.  20  a  pegged-down  match  will  take 
place  below  Topsham  Locks  in  our  canal  in  con- 
nection with  the  Izaak  Walton  Fishing  Association, 
operations  commencing  at  3  p.m. ;  entries  to  be  made 
at  headquarters,  the  Nugget  Hotel,  or  at  the  •'  post." 
Bass  fishing  has  gone  off  at  Exmouth  and  the  sur- 
rounding neighbourhood,  but  mtillet  fishing  has  been 
very  good,  fine  catches  being  made  at  the  pier  and  in 
the  dock,  Messrs.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Cobley, 
Beck,  Duchcherer,  Breedon,  Trevelhck,  Perrys  (three, 
father  and  two  sons),  Snelgrove,  and  Master  Type. 
Messrs.  Mostyn,  Whiteman,  and  Dyer  have  also 
secured  some  good  conger  in  the  dock,  best  three 
fish  weighing  17 Jib.,  151b.,  and  121b.  respectively. 
Some  good-sized  smelt  have  also  been  taken,  but 
not  in  large  numbers.  Mr.  Prickman's  well-known 
business  has  changed  hands,  having  been  transferred 
to  Messrs.  Webber  &  Sons,  at  61,  High-street,  from 
189,  High-street;  some  cheap  lines  are  now  offering 
at  reduced  prices. — ^Red  Palmek. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.  —  Sport  continues  at  a 
low  ebb,  as  owing  to  the  want  of  heavy  rains  the 
river  is  clear,  sluggish,  and  very  foul.  A  few  roach 
are  being  met  with,  principally  in  the  evening,  one 
of  1  lb.  4oz.  being  secured  at  Rye  House.  Perch 
and  pike  have  been  landed,  and  an  eel  of  1  lb.  14oz. 
has  been  secured  at  Dobbs'  Weir,  Hoddesdon. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster)  -  Both  streams 
continue  to  run  rather  low.  The  nights  have  been 
cold  and  frosty,  and  grayling  are  now  rising  well  at 
fly  and  midges.  More  water  is  wanted  before  good 
baskets  of  trout  wiU  be  taken.  Grasshopper  fishing 
should  be  good  in  the  deep  water. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Hol3rwell  Perry). — Water  is  now  in  much 
better  condition  and  the  push  has  moved  a  rare  lot 
of  the  weeds  away  and  makes  patemostering  more 
practicable.  Some  more  pike  have  been  had  during 
the  week,  but  no  large  ones  have  been  taken  as  yet, 
although  there  are  some  very  decently  large  ones 
knocking  about  here.  Mr.  Smith,  last  week,  look 
some  very  nice  roach  and  tench,  and  any  quantity 
of  rudd. — A.j^ScARD. 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  water  in  all  our 
rivers  now.  They  have  had  a  thorough  cleansing, 
which  they  badly  needed.  Some  very  good  catches 
of  peal  have  been  reported,  several  baskets  averaging 
from  six  to  nine.- — William  Heardeb. 

Rotlier  (Sussex). — Very  few  anglers  have  been 
on  the  water  during  the  week.  The  rains  are  not 
heavy  enough  to  colour  the  water,  still  I  keep 
hearing  of  useful  catches  being  taken,  but  the  large 
fish  do  not  come  on  the  feed. — Thoma.s  Daws, 
Secretary,  Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  during  the  week  has  been  cold,  foggy  and 
treacherous,  rain  falling  heavily  at  times.  The 
Trafalgar  Anglers  (Brighton)  held  a  competition  at 
the  Adur  on  Oct.  14.  The  river  was  running  strong 
with  plenty  of  colour,  but  takes  were  small.  Mr.  B. 
Bowman  was  first ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Markwick,  second  ;  Mr. 
H.  Taylor,  third ;  and  Mr.  J.  Streeter,  fourth.  From 
the  Ouse  or  Cuckmere  there  is  nothing  worth  notice. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  fair  order.  Plenty  of  small 
fry  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  juvenile  anglers.  A  pike 
recently  took  a  piece  of  fat  bacon  as  bait,  it  was  a 
heavy  fish  and  broke  away.  Bream  up  to  Iflb., 
perch  of  over  1  lb.,  and  roach  up  to  14oz.  have  been 
taken  from  the  lower  water.  Eels  are  numerous, 
one  of  over  31b.  was  captured  with  dead  bait. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Although  the  rain  has  caused 
a  rise  in  the  rivers,  equivalent  sport  has  not  been 
reahsed.  It  has  caused  the  flatfish  to  come  into  the 
rivers,  and  bass,  etc.,  have  been  caught  with  rod 
and  line.  I  hoard  of  one  boat  catching  soles  (IJlb.), 
not  single  ones,  but  many.  Flukes  have  been  very 
plentiful  and  large,  many  having  caught  twenty  a 
day,  fib.  to  1  lb.  in  weight.  Should  rain  continue 
the  rivers  will  be  full  of  salmon,  as  they  are  seen 
jimiping  in  the  tidal  part. — Rusty  Game. 

Teify  (Llaudyssil). — Water  in  capital  order  and 
plenty  of  fish  up.  The  catches  for  the  week  are : 
211b.,  201b.,.18Jlb.,  121b.,  9lb.,  91b.,  S^Jb.,  and  TJlb., 


and  several  a  little  higher  up.  Good  sport  should  be 
the  rule  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  which  ends 
Oct.  31.— Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk 
of  late,  the  grayling  being  well  on  the  feed  and 
rising  well,  and  some  fair  sport  had.  Pike  have 
been  on  the  feed,  and  fish  from  21b.  to  Clb.  landed 
with  minnow.  Good  sport  had  amongst  coarse  fish 
with  maggot.  Fishing  on  Oct.  13,  an  angler  took 
four  brace  of  grayling  with  fly.  On  Oct.  15,  in  the 
Teme,  near  Barway,  one  angler  landed  fifteen 
grayling  with  Silver  Twist ;  and  another,  three  brace. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — These  rivers  are  now  in  capital  order  for 
the  saknon  angler,  and  sport  is  good.  The  north  Tyne 
is  running  with  a  fair  volume  of  water.  There  are  now 
plenty  of  salmon  up.  On  Oct.  13  Col.  Fife  Cookson 
killed  a  nice  short  8-pounder ,  Mr.  Ulric  Charlton 
three,  averaging  91b.  each ;  Mr.  Bell,  Hesleyside,  four, 
smallest  81b.  ;  Mir.  Paisley,  Tarset  Hall,  a  sea-trout 
of  31b. ;  Colonel  Turnbull,  Chester-le- Street,  one  of 
41b.,  and  was  broken  by  a  heavy  fish ;  Earl 
Percy,  Bedesmouth,  five  good  fish,  ranging  from 
121b.  to  171b.  One  23  -  pounder  has  been 
killed  on  the  Tyne  below  Ovingham.  The 
Coquet  is  in  fine  order,  through  last  Saturday's 
spate,  and  salmon  and  bull  trout  were  rimning  in 
hundreds,  so  that  now  the  higher  reaches  will 
benefit.  On  the  hotel  water,  Weldon  Bridge, 
Mr.  Higginson,  London,  killed  three  nice  fish 
of  51b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  Clark,  Long 
Framlington,  one  sea-trout,  4 Jib.,  and  a  salmon 
of  61b.,  the  lure  being  Dusty  Miller.  Federation 
water,  Felton  district,  has  fished  well.  A  Newcastle 
angler  killed  four  salmon,  Mr.  Bergman,  Newcastle, 
a  nice  short  fish  of  5 Jib.,  several  other  anglers  killed 
fish  with  shrimp.  The  Till  grayling  are  coming  into 
condition,  and  a  few  nights'  frost  will  bring  them  on 
to  the  worm,  when  good  sport  can  be  looked  for. — 
Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  in  capital  condition 
for  the  salmon  anglers,  although  the  water  rose 
slightly  on  Oct.  17  and  was  a  little  thick.  Since  my 
last  report  better  sport  has  been  obtained  than 
at  any  time  since  May,  and  the  following  are  the 
successes  reported  : — ^VVednesday,  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Pride 
one,  121b.,  and  a  sewin  31b.,  in  the  Bindings ; 
Mr.  P.  Radcliffe,  one,  131b.,  in  Pencarreg  ;  Mr.  Mor- 
daunt,  a  grilse,  61b.,  in  Batt's  hole,  and  lost  one  in 
the  same  pool  just  as  it  was  about  to  be  netted. 
Thursday,  Oct.  11. — Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  a  sewin,  41b., 
on  the  town  water.  Friday,  Oct.  12. — Mr.  Mor- 
daunt,  one,  10 Jib.,  in  the  Weir  Pool  ;  Mr.  Radcliffe, 
three,  151b.,  121b.,  and  101b.,  two  in  the  Bindings 
and  one  in  the  Lower  Pandv.  Dr.  Hachett  lost 
a  fish  in  the  Withy  Bed.  Oct.  13— Mr.  Pride,  five, 
141b.,  13Ib.,  61b.,  and  two  51b.,  two  in  Daniel's  Bath, 
and  one  each  in  the  Lower  Pandy,  the  Bindings 
and  the  Weir  Pool.  Oct.  15.— Mr.  Pride,  three,  14lb. 
and  two  121b.,  two  in  Parker's  Hole  and  one  in 
Pencarreg,  and  Mr.  Mordaunt,  one,  121b.,  in  the 
Weir  Run.— T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).  —  Amongst  the  success- 
ful anglers  for  bream  on  Oct.  14  were  Messrs. 
Defries,  Cooke,  and  Price.  A  season  ticket  and  ten 
shillings  are  offered  for  the  best  bream  and  pike 
respectively  on  Oct.  21st. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  These 
rivers  have  been  in  very  good  condition  for  fishing, 
either  fly  or  bottom,  and  some  fairly  good  baskets 
have  been  obtained,  the  Wye  yielding  creels 
ranging  from  three  to  six  and  seven  brace  of 
nice  sized  grayling.  The  higher  portions  of  the 
Derwent,  Heathersage  and  Chatsworth  Fisheries 
afforded  very  nice  baskets  of  grayling,  ranging 
from  three,  four  and  a  half,  five,  and  six  brace,  and 
Mr.  Hassam  seven  and  a  half  brace,  all  nice  fish 
from  the  latter's  portion  of  the  Derwent.  A  short 
time  back  they  turned  3,000  yearlings  and  550  brace 
of  takable  trout,  taken  out  of  the  brooks,  into  the 
Derwent.  By  next  season  they  should  be  a  nice  size. 
The  Darleydale  Club's  water  yielded  nice  baskets  of 
three  to  seven  b;  ace.  The  Matloch  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association' s;portion  of  theiDerwent  afforded 
creels  of  three  to  six  brace  each.  [A  nice  few 
have  been  caught  at  Wliatstandwell  of  grayling, 
roach  and  perch,  bottom  fishing.  Useful  flies: 
Whirling,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Tag,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Apple  Green,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Needle  Fly, 
Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorks). — On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
some  nice  sport  amongst  the  grayling  has  been  met 
with.  In  the  district  of  Middleham  and  Cover 
Bridge  I  have-had  some  nice  sport,  and  have  been 
getting  from  ten  up  to  seventeen  fish  in  a  couple  of 
hours'  afternoon  fishing  for  the  past  four  days.  In 
the  Wharfe  some  fair  sport  has  been  met  with 
amongst  grayling  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  the 
lower  reaches' good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly. 
The  bottom  fishermen  have  also  met  with  very  fair 
gport  amongst  the  roach  and  dace.  The  River  Nidd 


has  improved  in  fishing  in  the  iipper  reaches ;  some 
nice  sport  has  been  met,  especially  in  the  district 
of  Knaresborough  and  Ribston  Favk.  In  the 
district  of  Ribston  and  Walshford  Bridge  sport 
has  iraproxed  greatly.  Pike  fishing  has  begun  to 
move  more  freely  in  some  of  the  lakes.  On  Oct.  13 
two  local  anglers,  fishing  in  private  lake  near  Sher- 
burn,  had  fine  sport  with  fishing  live  gudgeons  and 
minnows ;  their  fish  were  all  landed  on  a  very  fine 
roach  line  ;  their  united  catch  included  fish  weighing 
16Jlb.,  lejlb.,  151b.,  13Jlb.,  12Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  and 
five  others  under  91b.  The  Derwent  is  running 
fairly  clear,  and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  in  the  upper  reaches.  Now  that  the  rivers  are 
being  freshened  up  with  the  recent  showers  sport 
should  improve.  Best  flies  at  present  are  Miller's 
Dark  Needle,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  Blue  Hawk, 
Snipe  and  Purple  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 
Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Beauly,  Conon,  etc. — Very  httle  angling  was 
done  on  the  Beauly  during  the  past  week,  the  total 
catch  on  the  Home  and  Falls  Beats  by  Sir  R. 
Lucas  Tooth,  Bart.,  and  party,  Beaufort  Castle, 
Mr.  J.  Bradley  Martin  and  party,  Balmacaan,  and 
Major  Paynter  and  party,  Balblair  House,  being 
only  one  salmon  of  9lb.  and  three  grilse  of  61b., 
5 Jib.,  and  41b.  On  the  tidal  waters  one  grilse  and 
nine  sea-trout  were  had,  the  grilse  scaling  51b.,  and 
the  sea-  trout  running  from  lOoz.  up  to  21b.  6oz. 
On  the  upper  reaches,  Colonel  Clarke  and  party, 
Fasnakyle,  Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Struy,  Lord  Fitz- 
hardinge  and  party,  Eskadale,  Mr.  Pulley  and 
party,  Erchless,  and  Miss  Dove  and  party,  Eilean 
Aigas,  were  all  successful.  Fishing  closed  for  the 
season  on  Oct.  15,  and  all  over  the  year  was  one  of  the 
best  on  record.  Conon. — The  season  on  the  Conon 
was  far  behind  some  of  its  best  years,  only  one 
beat — that  of  Captain  Combe,  at  Strath  Conon — 
doing  well.  The  Brahan  Castle  waters,  belonging  to 
Colonel  Stewart  Mackenzie,  of  Seaforth,  were  very 
poor,  and  less  than  fifty  fish  were  creeled  by  Mr. 
Stirling,  of  Fairburn's  waters,  Mr.  English,  of 
Scatwell's  waters,  and  Sir  Arthur  Mackenzie,  of 
Coul's  waters,  combined.  The  results  compare  very 
vmfavoiu-ably  with  five  years  ago,  when  Sir  Edward 
Grey  landed  150  salmon  and  grilse  off  Brahan  Castle 
waters  alone  in  six  weeks'  angling.  Lochs  Monab, 
MoiLLiE,  -'USTD  Affaeic. — Trout  fishing  closed  on 
these  three  lochs  on  Oct.  13,  very  little  angling 
having  been  done  for  the  past  few  days.  The 
heaviest  trout  creeled  on  Monar  scaled  21b.  12oz., 
and  on  Affaric  21b.  .2oz.  Altogether  over  4001b. 
weight  of  trout  were  had  on  both  Monar  and  Affaric, 
and  quite  2001b.  off  Moihie.— A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddl^— Salmon  are  numerous 
in  the  principal  pools  near  Longtown,  and  the  run 
of  herling  continues  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk, 
but  there  is  very  little  doing  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Mr.  Ellis  had  three  salmon  in  the  Double  water 
weighing  respectively  16Jlb.,  81b.,  and  5Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  Phayre  Loch  had  one  of  91b.  in  the  same  water. 
Fishing  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  Mr.  McLelan 
had  a  small  salmon  ;  Mr.  A  Keen  had  a  salmon  of 
51b.  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  Stevenson 
had  a  small  one  in  Canonbie  water.  In  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water,  in  the  mid  reaches, 
Lord  Henry  Scott  landed  a  salmon  of  201b.,  and  in 
the  same  water  Major  Kerr  caught  one  of  181b. 
A  salmon  weighing  2()lb.  has  been  got  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  F.  Steel  landed  one  of 
7Jlb.  in  Canonbie  water ;  Mr.  R.  Steel  had  a  dozen 
lierling;  Mr.  Foster  creeled  twenty  herling.  In 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk  a  Carlisle  angler  had 
thirty-one  herling  and  four  sea-trout ;  Mr.  T.  Mor- 
rison a  few  herling  and  one  sea-trout  in  the  mid 
reaches ;  Mr.  J.  Black  eleven  herling ;  Mr.  W.  Bell 
a  few  herling  at  night  fishing ;  Mr.  Stevenson  twelve 
herling  and  a  sea-trout  in  the  same  water ;  Mr.  J . 
Bell  had  a  fine  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water.  The 
long  spell  of  dry  weather  having  at  last  given  way 
good  sport  in  the  closing  days  of  the  season  may  be 
anticipated.  Mr.  Corrie  had  a  dozen  herling  in  the 
Double  water ;  Mr.  Murray  caught  two  dozen  in  the 
same  water;  Mr.  D.  Muir  had  one  sea-trout  and 
eleven  herling ;  Mr.  C.  Hastie  two  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling ;  Dr.  Anderson  a  nice  basket  of  herling  ; 
Mr.  J.  Strong  fifteen  herling  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
R.  Walsh  a  dozen  herling ;  Mr.  J.  Grieve  thirteen 
herling;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  seven  herling;  Mr.  R. 
Jardine  nine  herling  and  one  sea-trout;  Mr.  J. 
Davidson  ten  herling  in  Byreburn  water;  Mr.  D. 
Little  a  sea-trout  and  a  few  herling;  Mr.  J.  Beattio 
three  sea-trout  and  twelve  herling  ;  Mr.  Jobson  one 
sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling  ;  Mr.  Warwick  a  sea- 
trout  and  some  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Castle  a  small 
salmon  in  the  Double  water.  Quite  a  number  of 
sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Garwald  water  above 
Langholm,  while  two  sea-trout  and  several  herling 
have  been  got  by  a  local  angler  in  the  King  Pool, 
also  several  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Black 
Esk.     Several  anglers  have  also  got  fairly  good 
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baskets  of  burn  troufc  in  Langholm  water.  Mr. 
Robinson  had  a  small  salmon  in  Langholm  water ; 
Mr.  Little  had  a  dozen  herling  and  two  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  Harkness  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  a! 
Scott  three  herling  and  one  sea-trout.  Little  has 
been  doing  in  the  Liddle  beyond  a  few  herling  and 
some  yellow  trout,  caught  in  the  upper  reaches, 
and  m  the  lower  waters  Mr.  A.  Keen  had  eleven 
herhng  and  one  .sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Richardson  one 
sea-trout  and  a  few  herling. — G. 

Iroohinver  (Cnlag  Hotel).— During  the  past 
week  two  salmon,  weighing  lO^lb.  and  11  lb.,  were 
got,  and  one  sea-trout ;  also  some  haddocks  by  sea 
fishers.  The  fishing  closed  on  Oct.  13.  Durin  g  the 
last  six  weeks  or  more,  waters  were  shrivelled  up, 
and  sport  hopeless.  Big  head  of  sea-trout  and 
salmon  forward,  but  the  waters  getting  stale  they 
\\'ould  not  take. — J.  Mackenzie. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— TJ 10  river  rose  fully 
five  feet  on  Friday  (Oct.  12),  and  is  now  running  a 
nice  round  water,  having  gone  in  several  feet 
t)etween  Saturday  and  aionday.  Although  the 
season  is  far  spent,  the  last  two  weeks  are  certain  to 
be  prolific  of  good  sport.  On  the  Gathdee  waters, 
on  Friday,  Mr.  William  Laing  had  one  of  91b.,  while 
Mr.  Millar,  on  Cults,  had  two  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  the 
Blairs  water  several  good  baskets  of  finnock  and 
sea-trout  were  got,  -while  all  along  the  lower  reaches 
sport  is  fairly  rife,  but  details  are  not  to  hand. 
Don. — The  river  was  in  spate  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the  nets  came 
off  in  August  fish  were  clearing  the  dykes  in  grand 
style,  and  now  the  pools  all  along  to  Inverurie  are 
well  stocked  with  fresh-run  salmon,  so  that  sport  to 
the  end  of  the  season  is  now  a  certainty.  Dr. 
Sharpels,  R.N.,  has  the  Pitmedden  water,  and  had 
two  on  Tuesday ;  while  Lord  Sempil,  Mr.  Crombie, 
and  others,  on  the  Fintry  and  Parkhill  sections, 
have  also  had  one  or  two  good  fish.  The  brown 
trout  season  closed  on  Oct.  13.  It  was  a  poor  season 
since  May,  and  altogether  not  half  a  dozen  good 
days  have  been  en  joyed.  The  Ythan  and  Ugie  have 
been  m  grand  flood,  and  good  baskets  of  finnock 
and  sea-trout  are  being  made  daily  on  both  streams. 
On  the  Ebrie,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  John  Mackie  had 
241b.  of  sea-trout  and  two  salmon;  while  other 
anglers  did  equally  well. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Annan.— Fishing  in 
the  upper  portion  of  Mount  Annan  on  Oct.  13,  Mr. 
W.  Robison  caught  a  salmon  of  lOIb.  out  of  Luce 
Pool.  Jlr.  Pasley  Dirom  had  good  sport  in  his 
portion  on  Oct.  15,  two  salmon,  21ilb.  and  7|lb 
On  Oct.  16  Mrs.  Woodburne  landed  a  salmon  of 
191b.  out  of  the  salmon  pool.  In  the  Spittal  Pool 
of  the  tidal  waters  on  Oct.  15.  Mr.  J.  Laurie  killed  a 
small  fish  of  Tflb.  Mr.  Jas.  Dixon  caught  thr«e  or 
four  herlmg  by  spinning  the  Devon  Minnow  on 
Oct.  13,  Mr.  J.  Irvmghad  three,  and  another  rod  four 
The  Dumfeies  Nith.— Angling  has  been  very  slack 
on  this  river  as  far  as  the  autumn  has  gone.  Trout 
fishing  is  over  for  the  season,  but  here  and  there 
small  catches  of  herhng  have  been  taken.  There  is 
no  sport  in  the  tributaries  this  week.  The  Gallo- 
way Rivers.— The  Gatehouse  Fleet  afforded  some 
sport  to  the  rods  last  week-end.  Mr.  George 
McMurray  caught  a  giilse  of  about  61b.  on  Oct.  12 
Herling  have  been  pretty  plentiful,  and  some  good 
baskets  were  made.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee 
is  in  fair  order,  and  one  or  two  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  private  waters.— Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Aberlour) — The  salmon  fishing  season 
just  closed  has,  on  this  beat,  been  considerably 
better  than  last  year.  During  the  closing  weeks  the 
weather  was  entirely  unfavourable  for  fishing,  the 
river  coming  down  in  high  spate  in  the  last  few  days. 
On  the  Aberlour  water  one  salmon  of  IS^lb.  was 
killed  on  Oct.  13  by  Mr.  Leslie  Findlay,  wiiile  two 
salmon  of  81b.  and  161b.  were  killed  on  Oct  9  by 
Riddell,  keeper,  Buchromb,  fishing  for  Gen  Sir 
Peter  Lumsden. — N.  L. 

Spey  (aiorayshire) — Fishing  on  the  Rothie- 
murchus  water,  on  Oct.  10,  Rev.^Barton  hadagxilse 
of  5Jlb. ;  and  on  the  Knockando  water,  Mr.  Hankey 
had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  while  on  the  Wester  Elchies 
water  Mr.  Harden  had  a  grilse  of  61b.  On  the 
Rolhes  water  Mr.  Peto  had  two  grilse  of  51b.  and 
71b.  respectively  on  Oct.  10,  and  on  the  following 
day  two  salmon  of  14Jlb.  and  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of 
71b.  On  the  Gordon  |  Castle  water  for  the  week 
some  twenty-five  fish  were  landed  by  the  castle 
party,  and  from  Lord  Paget's  section  of  the  river 
some  twelve  fish  were  landed. — J.  M. 

Tweed  District.- The  Tweed  has  risen  a  foot  or 
two,  and  sport  has  improved  considerablv.  Baskets 
of  trout  ranging  up  to  131b.  were  made  last  week 
with  bait,  but  the  fly  fisher  also  did  well,  the  weather 
being  very  rnUd.  The  trout  were  of  good  ciualitv,  and 
averaged  lib.,  IJlb.,  21b.,  and  2ilb.  Trout  fishing 
is  now  closed  until  March  1.  There  are  plenty  of 
salmon  m  the  water,  and  sport  has  been  satisfactory 
On  Oct.  5,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  caught  two  grilse  of  7*lb 
and  71b.  ;  on  Oct  8,  three  of  8ilb.,  7ilb.,  and  7lb 
besides  a  bull-trout  of  5Uh. ;  on  Oct.  9,  a  salmon  of 


141b.  and  a  grilse  of  7|lb. ;  on  Oct.  10  he  landed  a 
salmon  of  19lb.  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  6Jlb. 
At  Lees,  on  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Johnstone  had  a  grilse  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  Winearls  two  of  71b.  and  8lb.  On 
Oct.  3,  Mr.  Winearls  and  Mr.  Millar  had  each  one 
of  81b.,  and  on  Sept  28  Mr.  Forsyth  landed  a  salmon 
of  101b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  at  Xorham.  On 
Sept.  29,  Mr.  Hardy  caught  a  salmon  of  201b.,  two 
grilse  of  71b.  and  61b.,  and  Dr.  Paxton  two  salmon 
of  201b.  and  181b.,  whilst  Mr.  Forsyth  landed  one  of 
101b.  on  Oct.  1.  On  the  Cornhill  water,  on  Oct.  2, 
Mr.  Wailes  caught  two  salmon,  and  at  Twizel  Mr 
Ware  had  one  of  121b.  At  Bolside  a  salmon  of 
161b.  was  landed  on  Oct.  11,  while  Mr.  Robson 
secured  one  of  121b.  at  Carham  on  Oct.  2.— Sorley 
Be  OWN. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 

Tweed  salmon  anglers  have  experienced  another 
grievous  disappointment.    On  Oct.  11  and  12  rain 
fell  with  little  ce=sation  for  about  fifteen  liours.  But 
the  fates  still  continued  unfavourable — the  effect 
upon  the  waters  was  seai  cely  perceptible — and  when 
the  flood  reached  'its  height  it  was  scarcely  a  foot. 
As  a  rule  two  or  three  fish  to  a  rod  in  one  day  has 
been  all  that  has  been  expected,  but  this  week 
a  foretaste  of  better  things  has  been  experienced  in 
the  lower  waters.    At  Henderseyde  and  Sproacton 
waters  nearly  sixty  fish  have  been  taken  these  three 
days  past.    The  heaviest  salmon  of  the  .season  so 
far  was  caught  on  the  Carham  water  on  Oct.  17  ;  it 
weighed  401b.      It  took  a  small  Greenwe'll,  and 
afforded  a  thirty  minutes'  run,  and  the  lucky  angler 
was  Mr.  William  Forrest,  of  Forrest  and  Son ,  of  Kelso. 
Bolside.— On  Oct.  9  Mr.  D.  S.  Cockayne  caught  a 
grilse  of  51b. ;  W.  Holmes,  fisherman,'  one  of  71b. ; 
and  W.   Miller  one  sea-trout  of  5|lb.  ;   Mr.  B. 
Cockayne  one  salmon,  81b.,  on  the  11th,  and  two 
weighmg  161b.  and  6 Jib.  on  the  12th.  Makerstodn. 
—On  Oct.  12,  Mr.  D.  Landale  Wilson  one  salmon  of 
231b.,  and  Capt.  E.  R.  Jones  one  grilse  of  81b.  Mr. 
Francis  TJcher,  on  the  15th,  four  salmon  weighing 
211b.,  171b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  two  grfise,  101b  and 
81b.    Floors  Upper.— On  Oct.  16,  Mr.  G.  Corn- 
wallis  West  caught  two  salmon,  27lb.  and  171b. 
Floors  Lower.— Colonel  Haseltine  had  two,  161b. 
and    151b.    Ednam    House. — Major  Willoughby 
also  had  two,  101b.  and  81b.    Hendersyde.— On 
Oct.  11,  Mr.  Paton,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  dUh. ;  on 
Oct.  15,  Sir  Richard  Griffith  caught  nine,"  weigh- 
ing  201b.,  171b.,  15ilb.,   SJlb.,   7*lb.,   71b.,  71b., 
61b.,   and    51b.;    on    Oct.     16,  "Mr.  Goodman 
caught  eleven,  weighing  201b.,  19Jlb.,  171b  ,  91b  , 
841b.,   8ilb.,   7ilb.,    7|lb.,   71b.,   6ilb.,   and  51b., 
and  Mr.  Godman,  three,  24lb.,  191b.,  and  16*lb. 
Sprototon.— On  the  16th  the  Messrs.  Trotter  had 
seventeen  salmon,  weights  not  to  hand.  Carham.— 
On  the  15th  W.  Robertson,  fisherman,  cauo-ht  seven 
grilse  weighing  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,81b.,7|lb.,  61b.,  61b.,  and 
one  salmon,  221b.    On  the  16th  Mr.  William  Forrest 
hadsevenfish,401b.,  181b.,161b.,91b.,91b.,71b.,and  61b 
Ware.- On  the  16th  Mr.  McCulloch  caught  eight 
fish,  211b.,  181b.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  four  grilse,  71b.,  71b 
61b.,  61b.    Lees.— Mr.  G.  J.  Marjoribanks  caught 
one  grilse  of  61b.  On  the  Sth,  two  of  71b.  and  5lb. 
On  the  9th,  one  of  71b.,  and  one  of  71b.  on  the  10th. 
Mr.  Miller  had  a  salmon  of  191b.  on  the  10th  also. 
Cornhill— Mr.    Gowan    Taylor    caught  a  161b. 
salmon  on  Oct.  5.    On  Oct.  8  Mr.  Wailes  had  a  71b. 
grilse.    Mr.  Ware  had  a  91b.  salmon  on  Oct.  9  and 
Mr.  Sanderson  a  41b.  grilse  on  Oct.  10.  Lennel— 
Mr.  A.  Maedonald  caught  a  61b.  grilse  on  Oct  9. 
Twizil— Mr.  Wailes  liad  one  salmon,  Mr.  Mackay 
one  and  two  grilse,  Mr.  Melrose  two  salmon.  Nor- 
HAM— On  Oct.  11  Mr.  Brown  caught  five.  Hender- 
syde (later)— Up  to  Oct.  17  eighteen  fish  had  been 
landed. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Cummeragh  and  Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Both  these 
waters  have  been  in  order.  On  the  former.  Colonel 
Carruthers  and  Mr.  Ashton  had  three  salmon  averag- 
mg  71b.,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  McEUigott  one  of  6Mb 
Several  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  also  had  on 
the  concluding  days  of  the  season,  which  ended 
on  Oct.  15.— T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  IionghB  Conn  and  CuUen  (BalHna.  oo. 
Mayo).-— Trout  fishing  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen 
and  Palmerstown  closed  on  Oct.  15.  Mr.  Catchpool 
and  friend  had  some  nice  trout  during  their  stay  on 
the  loughs.  Some  pike  of  a  large  size  have  been 
got.  The  past  angling  season  on  the  Moy  was  the 
best  for  many  years.  The  best  take  for  one  rod  in 
one  day  was  got  by  a  Mr.  John  Garvey,  ten  grilse, 
all  taken  by  him  on  a  Black  Goshawk  fly,  maiiy 
other  gentlemen  getting  six  and  seven.  —  Pat 
Hearns. 

Bosses  (Dungrloe.  co.  Donegal) — On  the  lakes 
of  the  Rosses  the  following  baskets  were  made  since 
last  notes:— Mr.  Cooper,  one  salmon,  81b.  ;  Captain 
Bailhe  Hamilton,  nine  sea-trout ;  Jlr.  Sladen,  five 
sea-trout ;  Mr.  Turvell  and  Jlr.  Norman,  nineteen 
sea-trout ;  Captain  Hamilton,  ten  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Sladen,  eleven  sea-trout  in  two  days. — J.  A.  B. 


Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  generally  backward  on  the^e  waters,  but 
a  few  good  takes  of  sea-trout  were  had  f)n  Derriana 
Lake.    The  season  closed  on  Oct.  15.  T.  .T.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligfs. — Sport  has  been  good,  but  during 
the  past  few  (lays  angling  ha-s  been  brought  to  a  stand- 
still owing  to  wild  weather  and  rough  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  is  rather  wild  and 
cold  at  present,  ajid  very  little  angling  has  been 
done  durfng  the  past  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Bnmham-on-Cronch.— On  Thursday,  Oct.  11, 
Messrs.  W.  Osborne,  Jay,  and  J.  AVright.  fishing 
with  Cooper  in  the  Nes.shole,  caught  173  good 
whiting,  dabs,  pouting,  and  ono  eel.  It  was  a 
glorious  day.  Several  other  boats  were  out,  and 
some  of  the  anglers  had  good  takes  of  fish.  Friday 
also  was  a  good  day,  and  nice  takes  of  fish  were 
had,  but  on  Saturday  there  was  a  change  in  the 
weather,  and  very  few  fish  were  taken.  On 
Oct.  14  it  was  still  worse,  yet  a  great  number  of 
boats  were  out  with  local  and  visiting  anglers.  The 
best  take  of  fish  that  I  saw  was  by  Mr.  Culvert  and 
friend,  out  with  Cooper,  their  united  catch  consisted 
of  forty-one  whiting,  dabs,  pouting,  and  eels,  which 
was  very  creditable  considering  the  weather.  The 
best  pouting  taken  that  dav  weighed  l|lb.,  and  was 
caught  by  Mr.  F.  Clark.  The  tides  will  again  be  all 
right  for  angling  from  Oct.  24.— J.  Wright. 

Deal.— Oct.  11. — Light  south  breeze,  warm,  and 
bright  blue  sky.  Several  boats  with  anglers  put 
out  for  early  morning  fishing.  Owing  to  the  water 
being  clear  and  dead  neap  tides,  sport  was  not  so 
very  grand.  Oct.  12  — Light  westerly  wind  ;  fishing 
latter  part  of  day,  with  bright  blue  sky  and  sun 
shining  bright,  as  a  general  rule  sport  was  rather 
poor.  Mr.  Hartridge  and  two  friends  put  out  in  a 
gally-punt  towards  the  South  Brake  Buoy,  and 
secured  three  score  and  eight  whiting,  several  spur 
dogs,  sweet  Williams,  and  uss  dogs.  Mr.  Hartridge 
hooked  and  landed,  after  some  little  excitement,  a 
fine  bull  uss  of  101b.  Oct.  13.— Light  westerly 
wind,  cloudy,  with  low  barometer  readings.  Sport 
not  so  very  grand.  Oct.  14.— Strong  north  wind 
and  swell,  which  prevented  a  great  many  angling 
gentlemen  going  afloat  on  the  flood  tide.  Oct.  15. — 
Moderate  S.W.  breeze,  cloudy.  Messrs.  Reay  and 
Clunan,  five  score  and  seventeen  whiting  and  five 
dabs;  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Smith,  twelve  decent 
codling.  Oct.  16.— Westerly  wind.  Moderate  sport. 
Oct.  17.— Fresh  S.W.  wind,  and  weather  looking 
rather  threatening.  Boats  put  ashore  early  with 
poor  results.  When  the  weather  gets  more  settled, 
in  all  probability  sport  wUl  be  more  regular  — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Though  the  temperatiu-e  of 
the  weather  and  water  heis  recently  fallen  nearly  six 
degrees,  rendering  all  conditions  conducive  to  im- 
proved sport,  yet  such  improvement  has  not  yet 
been  realised,  as  recent  catches  have  not  been  at  all 
up  to  the  mark.     The  small  number  of  codling 
caught  in  the  course  of  the  last  five  or  six  days 
have  been  of  fair  size  and  in  good  condition,  but 
whiting    are    still    extremely    scarce,   and  other 
varieties   of  fish   are  also  particularly  few  and 
far  between.     On  Oct.   12  and   13  several  pier 
anglers  took  some  two  dozen  codling,  ranging  in 
size  between  21b.  and  61b.,  and  on  the  latter  day 
Mr.  Dyer  made  a  catch  of  nine  fair-sized  plaice.  A 
strong  north  wind  prevailed  on    Oct.    14,  ac- 
companied   by    heavy    showers,    and    but  few 
rods    were    in    evidence,   but  Mr.   Jno.  Pickup, 
Mr.    Aitchison,    and    Mr.   and  Mrs.   Wolff  each 
made  a  satisfactory  mixed  bag  by  daj'light,  and 
in  the  evening  Mr.  Woodhead  and  Mr.  Aitchison 
took  a  goodly  number  of  codling  and  small  whiting. 
The  present  week's  anglers  have  comprised  Mrs. 
Sach,  Miss  Band,  Mrs.  Allison  Wolff,  Miss  De  Vivian 
Wolff,  Mrs.  Hicks,  Mrs.  De  Witt,  Mrs.  Wynne,  Mrs. 
P.  C.  Edgar,  Miss  Goodman,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Dryden, 
Mrs.  Dodd,  Mrs.  Hussey,  Mrs.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Hug- 
man,  and  Messrs.  Woodhead,  J.  Handley,  Stock, 
Hammond,    Waddell,    Aitchison,   Wolff,  Colonel 
Backhouse,     Colonel     Synge,     Hnrvev,  Smith, 
R.  Richardson,   H.  Richardson,   Black,  Belcher^ 
Newell,  Dixon,  Cheshire,  Hume,  Hugman,  Byrne, 
Avery,  Edgar,  Tebbutt,  Hobson,  Turner.  Tap'ey, 
Payne,  Goodman,  Porter,  Flynn,  Miskin,  Coake, 
W.  Dodd,   Parnacott,  Whatley,   Sach,  De  Witt, 
Wynne,    Band,    Dyer,    Walsh,    R.   L.  .Alarston, 
Watkins,  Withers,  and  Eben  Jackson.    Messrs.  H. 
Richardson,  Hammond,  Woodhead  and  Black  all 
made  good  bags  of  fish  early  on  the  morning  of 
Oct.  15,  and  Colonel  Synge,  Mr.  Woodhead  and 
Mr.  Aitchison  were   equally   successful  later  in 
the   day,    and    at  8  p.m. "  Mr.    Arthur  Turner 
hooked  and  landed  a  cod  of  13ilb.,  the  heaviest 
pier  fish  of  the  present  season.  'On  Oct.  16  sport 
was  exceptionally  slow,  though  a  few  fortunate  ones 
made  fair  returns,  the  best  fish  of  the  dav,  a  codling 
of  4Ib.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  G.  Band",  while  Mrs. 
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Hicks  secured  a  nice  catch  of  plaice.  A  few  cod- 
ling ranging  in  size  between  1  lb.  and  31b.  were 
taken  in  the  evening,  as  well  as  a  few 
whiting  and  pouting ;  but  the  entire  catch  was 
not  large.  Mr.  Dyer  opened  well  on  Wednesday 
morning  with  a  31b.  codliag,  and  Miss  Wolff 
soon  followed  with  one  41b.,  but  the  extremely 
inclement  weather  sadly  marred  all  sport,  and  but 
few  anglers  faced  it  for  any  length  of  time.  Mr. 
Godney,  Mr.  Har\'ey,  and  Mr.  Hammond  scored  in 
the  afternoon,  the  last-named  capturing  the  largest 
dab  seen  in  this  district  for  a  considerable  time. 
Unless  substantial  improvement  takes  place  at  an 
early  date,  the  forthcoming  pier  competition  bids 
fair  to  prove  a  fiasco. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Great  Tarmonth. — The  whiting  have  made  their 
appearance  in  good  numbers  at  last.  In  the  boat 
competition  of  Oct.  16  there  were  some  good 
catches.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Torlergun 
with.  ISlb.  6oz. ;  second,  Mrs.  Tyler,  131b.  6oz. ; 
third,  Mrs.  Smart,  131b.  3oz.  On  the  pier  catches 
were  small.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Sweet 
with  31b.  lOoz. ;  second,  Mr.  Pownall,  31b.  2oz.  ; 
third,  Mr.  Bradshaw ;  fourth,  Mr.  M.  O.  Oliger ; 
fifth,  Mr.  Broomfield ;  sixth,  Mr.  Church ;  seventh, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Brow.  The  total  catch  for  five  boats 
was  376  fish,  891b.  9ioz.  ,  the  total  catch  on  the 
pier  was  154  fish,  271b.  2oz.  It  is  remarkable  this 
season  that  the  fish  will  not  come  close  in  during 
the  daytime,  but  directly  it  is  beginning  to  get 
dusk  the  fish  are  plentiful,  and  catches  up  to  100 
are  made  on  Britannia  Pier. — H.  Salinger. 

Plymontk. — The  weather  has  favoured  the  fisher- 
men this  week,  and  they  have  been  able  to  put  to 
sea.  Some  very  good  catches  of  red  mullet  and 
soles  have  been  brought  in.  Pouting  have  been  well 
on  the  feed  this  week,  and  a  good  number  of  boats 
were  out  after  these  fish,  their  catches  varying  frorn 
six  dozen  to  twelve  dozen  a  boat.  A  good  number 
of  bass  have  been  caught  off  the  Promenade  Pier, 
fishing  with  a  small  baby  spinner  with  a  small  piece 
of  mudworm.  These  fish  run  a  very  good  size — 
I  had  one  on  Oct.  Iti  which  turned  the  scales  at 
61b.  Good  fun  can  be  had  with  the  smelt ;  at 
present  they  are  very  plentiful,  both  at  the 
Promenade  Pier  and  at  the  Millbay  Docks.  Mullet 
have  gone  off  the  feed  and  not  so  many  have  been 
taken  this  week. — William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  very 
good  at  bream,  mackerel,  whiting,  scad  and  had- 
docks, but  during  the  last  few  days  angling  has 
been  brought  to  a  standstill  by  a  rough  sea  and 
strong  westerly  winds. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth.. — The  weather  has  been  very  un- 
settled here  for  some  time  past,  and  very  little 
fishing  has  been  possible.  There  have  been  a  few 
bass  captured  inside  Portland  Roads  round  by  the 
warships,  also  a  few  good  fish  up  the  Little  Sea, 
largest  61b.,  taken  by  J.  Moggeridge.  While  the 
Channel  Fleet  have  been  laying  in  Portland  Roads 
officers  and  men  have  had  good  sport,  fisliing  from 
the  decks, taking  large  numbers  of  mackerel  and  silver 
whiting,  which  swarm  round  the  ships.  A  few  cod 
have  also  been  taken  off  the  grass  banks.  E.  Haggett 
has  had  moderate  sport  off  the  breakwater,  averag- 
ing only  about  a  score  of  pollack  each  day,  from 
1-Vlb.  to  21b.  Pier  fishing  is  practically  nil,  and  few 
rods  are  to  be  seen  there  just  now.  Grey  mullet 
are  stiU  to  be  taken  in  the  backwater,  and  Mr.  C. 
Hibbs  has  taken  several  nice  bass  from  the  bridge. 
— Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.A.A.  ). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  22,  at  8  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 
Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

At  our  meeting  on  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Armitage  in  the 
chair,  two  new  members  were  elected  and  three 
nominations  for  membership  were  put  forward. 
Arrangements  for  the  "  sides  match  "  to  take  place 
on  Oct.  28,  at  Bourne  End,  were  discussed,  and  a 
hope  was  expressed  that  members  would  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  join  in  the  outing.  A  few 
further  fishing  results  were  handed  in,  namely: — 
Messrs.  C.  J.  and  H.  T.  Tuckwell  had  six  fair -sized 
perch,  and  Mr.  Sellars  a  perch  of  1  lb.  4oz.,  from  the 
society's  water  near  Springwell.  On  Oct.  13,  from 
private  water,  Mr.  Dalmer  took  71b.  2oz.  of  chub 
and  roach,  and  Mr.  Bainton  roach  up  to  1  lb.  loz.  ; 
the  latter  also  secured  on  Oct.  14  a  "mixed  bag," 
consisting  of  jack,  several  nice  perch  (best  1  lb. 
5|oz.  and  lib.  5|oz.),  chub  (best  21b.  5|oz.),  and 
roach  ;  he  also  reported  that  he  landed  a  lovely 
specimen  of  the  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus)  of 
quite  41b.,  taken  with  bread-crust  on  a  tight  line, 
which,  after  a  struggle,  was  carefully  returned.  At 
Harefield,  on  Oct.  14,  Mr.  Norman  had  perch  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Blagrave  roach  and  dace,  the  latter 
defeating  the  former  in  the  second  round  for  the 


club  cup  ;  Mr.  Lucas  had  two  nice  perch,  and  Mr. 
Rodbur  several  roach  over  the  society's  standard. — 
E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Ballycotton  is  only  an  out-of-the-world  little 
fishing  village  on  the  rock-bound  coast  of  South 
Ireland,  fifteen  miles  east  of  Cork  harbour,  with  a 
population  of  some  500  human  beings,  but  much 
fish  and  big  fish  are  Ito  be  caught  there.  Even 
before  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  was,  this 
fact  was  discovered,  and  became  a  part  of  the 
Society's  inheritance.  And  its  members  have  not 
allowed  the  place  to  lie  fallow.  For  some  years  past 
an  increasing  number  of  them  have  made  it  their 
happy  hunting  gromid.  and  great  has  been  the 
sport.  Great  deeds,  of  course,  deserve  to  be 
chronicled,  so  the  doings  of  what  Mr.  Pickup,  the 
secretary,  has  dubbed  the  "Ballycotton  Brigade" 
have  annvially,  for  some  time  past,  been  the  occa- 
sion of  a  numerously  attended  and  peculiarly  hearty 
meeting  of  the  general  body  of  members  to  hear  of 
the  fun  and  success.  And  that  fun  and  the  success 
do  not  grow  stale.  One  year  differs  from  another 
in  the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  one  kind  of  fish  or 
another.  One  face  or  another  may  be  missing  from 
the  fast  increasing  mmabers  of  the  brigade,  but  good 
sport  is  invariable,  and  ne'er  a  growl  has  ever  been 
heard,  and  this  is  only  one  of  the  many  stations 
roimd  the  coast  that  are  being  exploited  by  the 
society.  Deal,  of  course,  is  an  old  settlement,  but 
in  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  not  to  say  the  Isle 
of  Man,  many  such  are  in  process  of  evolution. 
And  in  our  clumsy,  but  very  effective,  British  way, 
these  things  are  organised  ;  no  fuss,  no  blowing  of 
trumpets,  but — "it  moves."  And  as  Mr.  E.  M. 
Mallett  has  been  the  impresario,  so  he  has  become 
the  chronicler  of  events,  and  his  account  of  the 
"Trip  to  Ballycotton"  Yim  become  an  anmial 
fixture.  On  Wednesday  evening  early  there  was 
only  standing  room  left  at  4,  Fetter-lane,  and  it  was 
late  ere  the  last  man  left.  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  occu- 
pied the  chair.  Business  being  disposed  of,  a  very 
contented  audience  settled  down  to  the  night's  work. 
Mr,  MaUett  pointed  out  that  although  Ballycotton 
was  a  long  way  off  it  was  easy  to  get  there.  Book 
to  Cork,  said  he,  Great  Western  Railway,  via  Fish- 
guard and  Rosslare,  less  than  three  hours'  sea- 
passage,  and  for  those  who  like  a  sea-trip  there  are 
steamers  direct  to  Cork.  From  Cork  you  may 
take  the  train  to  Middleton  or  Mogeely,  finishing 
up  with  a  ten-mile  drive  through  very  pretty 
coimtry,  or  train  to  Passage,  thence  steamer 
to  Aghada  and  a  car  drive  via  Cloyne,  where 
at  Dunn's  Hotel  all  members  are  made  most 
welcome — this  is  the  picturesque  route.  At  Bally- 
cotton itself  the  Bay  View  and  the  Sea  View  Hotel 
accommodation  is  most  comfortable,  the  proprietress 
of  the  latter  is  the  society's  correspondent  in  the 
place.  Her  great  attention  and  kind  consideration 
deserve  chronicling.  Mr.  Mallett  then  drew  attention 
to  the  need  for  strong  tackle,  urging  that  it  was  no 
good  going  after  elephants  with  shot. guns.  For 
some  stations  and  for  some  fish  light  rods  and  fine 
tackle  were,  as  many  in  the- room  had  pointed  out, 
requisite,  but  for  the  Ballycotton  ^fishing  stiff^rods 
and  stout  tackle  could  not  be  dispensed  with.  On 
last  year's  trip  halt-a-dozen  rods  were  smashed  up 
by  marine  monsters.  This  year  the  makers  built 
special  rods.  Some  of  these  were  shown.  Carter's 
new  "  Mallett  "  rod,  7|  feet,  double  cane  and  steel 
centre,  with  an  improved  winch  fitting,  was  the  most 
powerful.  This  rod  was  proved  on  big  skate,  a  291b. 
cod,  and  a  421b.  conger,  and  showed  great  killing 
power.  One  of  a  somewhat  lighter  make  by  J. 
Bernard  and  Son,  of  Jermyn-street,  of  split  cane,  no 
steel  centre,  of  similar  length,  proved  to  be  quite 
equal  to  the  heavy  work,  and  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion. The  light  rod  by  Carter,  for  pollack  whif- 
fing, also  shown,  answered  well,  and  was  put  to  a 
somewhat  unholy  test  in  a  rod  v.  man  competition. 
Mr.  Sintzenich  took  this  rod  and  a  Bates  line.  Mr. 
Holcombe,  a  splendid  swimmer  of  18  stone  lib., 
was  the  fish.  A  determined  fight  ensued,  but 
the  fish  was  not  landed  within  the  time  limit. 
The  rod  stood  the  imwonted  strains  well.  Nearly 
all' used'  the  "Bates"  lines,  and  it  was  found 
that  they  took  a  lot  of  breaking.  The  favourite 
trace  was  then  shown,  and  though  somewhat  of  the 
"  rope  and  meathook  order  "  it  was  frequently  broken 
up  by  what  Mr.  Clay  called  the  "  terrible  inhuman 
monsters  of  Ballycotton."  In  methodic  manner  Mr. 
Mallett  issued  forms  of  return  of  catches  to  each 
boat,  and  placed  before  the  members  the  ascertained 
result  of  the  three  weeks'  fishing,  complete  in  its 
way,  but  not  including  everything  by  any  means. 
Small  stuff. — Bream,  eight  hundred;  whiting,  fifty; 
red  gurnard,  five ;  grey  gurnard,  forty ;  rockling, 
two  ;  sand  dabs,  two ;  haddock,  one  hundred ; 
pouting,  forty  ;  scad,  seventj' ;  wrasse,  ten  ;  garfish, 
three;  mackerel,  one;  total,  1,123.  Note  that  this 
is  the  first  year  haddock  has  been  caught  in  any 
number.  Best  bream  by  Mr.  Holcombe  weighed 
31b.  9oz. ;  five  others  over  31b.  each.    Big  stuff. — 


Caught  only  one  Inmdred  pollack.  Best  fish : 
Mr.  Cri-ifield,  121b.;  Mr.  Mallett,  111b.;  Mr. 
Clay,  101b.  ;  later  on  Mr.  Gardner  got  one  of  131b. 
Hake  was  also  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  and  the 
mackerel  and  herring  fisheries  were  this  year  a 
failure.  Twenty-five  cod  were  taken,  best  eight 
over  201b.  each.'  Mr.  O.  Wheeler,  two  of  201b.  ;  Mr. 
Nicol,  one;  S.  Bullock,  221b;  E.  Young,  231b.; 
F.  Clay,  2filb.  ;  Mallett,  281b.  13oz.  ;  J.  N.  Hearn, 
301b.;  the  last  two,  grand  .specimens,  gave  great  sport. 
Ling  were  very  plentiful,  of  good  quality,  and  rare 
fighters  ;  190  of  these  were  taken,  23  over  161b.  eaoh. 
Messrs.  S.  Bullock,  Boyton,  A.  D.  Holcombe,  Sint- 
zenich and  Clay  each  a  l()-pounder  ;  S.  Bullock  and 
Mallett,  171b. ;  Wheeler,  S.  W.  Bullock,  B.  Baldry 
and  Crisfield,  181b.  ;  Nicol,  191b.,  19Jlb.,and  20ilb.  ; 
Crisfield  and  Emms,  20lb.  ;  Garnham,  211b.  and 
231b.  ;  S.  Bullock,  241b.  and  251b.  ;  Basten,  2filb., 
and  Wheeler,  261b.  and  281b.  of  congpr  —  still 
better.  Total,  6501b.  Some  of  them  r^re  "  hefty  " 
brutes.  Messrs.  Basten,  Emms  and  Ho  ves,  one 
each  of  211b.;  Crisfield,  221b.;  Wheeler,  221b.  and 
231b.  ;  Basten,  241b.  ;  Nicol,  281b.  ;  Holcombe, 
301b. ;  Wheeler,  321b.  ;  Boyton.  341b. ;  Clay.  351b. ; 
Nicol,  38Ib. ;  Dr.  Gardner,  401b.;  Dr.  Dunlen, 
421b.,  and  these  were  all  caught  by  day. 
What  terrible  sea-serpents  would  have  been  caught 
in  the  conger's  "  accepted  time  " — night — is  left  to 
the  imagination.  No  one  cared  to  face  such  "  unholy 
terrors."  Then  the  much  abused  skate-fishing  is 
certainly  of  the  pull-devil-pull-baker  order.  You 
do  not  know  whether  you  have  hooked  a  sunken 
island  or  a  fearsome  fish,  nor  whether  the  fearsome 
fish  has  hooked  you.  The  big  ones  were  as 
follows:  Basten  and  S.  Bullock.  1121b.  each; 
Sintzenich,  1161b.;  Mallett,  1201b.;  Clay,  1211b.; 
Garnham,  1261b. ;  Mrs.  O.  Wheeler,  1441b.  ;  Mr.  S. 
Bullock  1541b.  and  1681b.  ;  and  Mr.  Holcombe 
1831b.  Thus  Mr.  Hearn' s  record  of  last  year  of 
1941b.  was  not  broken.  A  grand  halibut  of  1021b. 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Bullock  senior,  and  of  all  the 
heavy  fish  this  takes  the  pride  of  place.  With  a 
lively  account  of  the  doings  of  the  wicked  porbeagles, 
Mr.  Mallett  brought  a  very  excellent  paper  to  a  close. 
The  2,250  fish  taken  included  77  specimen  fish, 
weighing  2,7(i41b.  The  remaimng  2,173  weighed 
r2,3561b.,  the  gross  result  being  the  respectable 
total  of  0^  tons.  Photographs  taken  by  members 
present,  and  of  great  interest  and  excellent  work- 
manship, were  handed  round  and  much  appreciated. 
The  usual  vote-i  of  thanks  closed  the  meeting,  and 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin's  paper  upon  "  The  Cod  Family, 
a  Nature  Study,"  was  announced  for  Wednesday, 
Oct.  24.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon  pre- 
siding. Reports  of  fishing  were  numerous  and 
various  in  character,  amongst  them: — Fishing  in 
the  Great  Ouse,  Mr.  R.  Mcintosh  had  taken  a  lot  of 
bream,  none  heavier  than  3^1b. ;  however,  seven 
went  301b.,  also  taking  roach  and  dace,  and  tench 
of  31b. ;  Mr.  Cayless  had  been  broken  up  by  a  large 
fish  at  Wraysbury ;  whilst  the  numerous  com- 
petitors in  the  punt-fishing  match  at  Twickenham 
had  extremely  modest  catches  of  roach,  dace, 
and  gudgeon,  and  one  bream ;  it  was,  however,  a 
most  enjoyable  outing,  and  the  "  successful  angler" 
was  declared  to  be  Mr.  Loneon.  Fishing  at  Leigh 
had  given  very  good  results :  Messrs.  Dryden  and 
Vincent  had  taken  whiting,  etc.  ;  Mr.  Birch,  good 
flounders  up  to  2Jlb.,  and  shad;  Mr.  Thompson, 
251b.  of  dabs,  flounders,  and  plaice  ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert, 
251b.;  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont,  111b.,  principally 
plaice;  Mr.  Worsley,  181b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Gilbert, 
12^-lb.  Members  were  reminded  of  the  outing  to 
Leigh  on  Oct.  27,  when  a  prize,  kindly  presented  by 
Mr.  R.  Mcintosh,  will  be  awarded  for  the  heaviest 
catch  ;  also  respecting  perch  competition  of  Oct.  23, 
when  Mr.  Beamont  gives  a  prize.  Tickets  were  dis- 
tributed in  large  numbers  to  members  present  for  the 
supper  and  musical  evening  on  Oct.  30,  when  ladies 
are  invited  and  a  large  attendance  expected.  A  ver  y 
pleasant  feature  of  the  evening's  proceedings  was  a 
"little  supper  "  specially  for  the  pvint  competitors, 
but  which  other  members  joined.  Needless  to 
state,  it  was  a  very  successful  affair.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  a  kind  donor,  of  what 
is  now  rather  a  scarce  work — of  special  and  curious 
interest  to  anglers — the  "Rail  and  the  Rod" — the 
series  being  complete.  The  proceedings  ended  as 
usual  with  the  customary  toast  and  a  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  also  honoured  by  the 
toast  of  "  The  Successful  Angler." — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
There  was  a  capital  attendance  of  members,  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  on  Tuesday  last. 
Applications  for  membership  were  received,  and  a 
gentleman  nominated  for  election.  Final  arrange- 
ments for  the  exhibition  of  sea  tackle  by  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.  on  Tuesday  next  were  completed, 
and  it    is    confidently    expected    that    a  gojd 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fisiiing  Tackle  saital)Ie  for  all  parts  of  tiie  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND  OTSEB  MEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs,  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.     New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Eeel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  Lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  write;  "Its  casting  propeities  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  he.sitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  anothei- 10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast. " 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes:  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  E.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  Salmon  Lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  1  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is 
perfect.  Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  liit  it 
gets  as  smooth  as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  ;  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  .so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingrtsher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  11   one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free 

DEAL  AND  WAIJII^  FESTIVAL. 

PIER:  Nov.  3rd,  4th,  5th.      BOATS:  10th,  11th,  12th. 

THREE  MAGNIFICENT  SOLID  SILVER  CHALLENGE  CUPS. 

TEN  OTHER  SOLID  SILVER  CUPS. 
GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  BRONZE  MEDALS. 
EIGHT   B.S.A.S.   SILVER  AND   BRONZE  MEDALS. 
A  great  variety  of  other  valuable  Prizes. 

Open  to  Members  of  any  recognised  Angling  Association. 

FINEST  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 

Forms  of  Entry,   Prizes,  and   Rules    on   application  to  SECRETARY,  .  Anglers'   Hall,  Deal. 
LOOK  OUT  FOR  NEXT   WEEK'S  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
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attendance  of  members  and  their  friends  will 
result.  Visitors  from  kindred  societies  will  be 
heartily  welcomed.  The  usual  outing  to  Deal  is 
fixed  for  Nov.  10.  Mr.  F.  A.  Graygave  an  interest- 
ingly lucid  account  of  the  recent  competition  for 
the  English  Championship  held  at  Pangboume  on 
Oct.  15.  In  connection  with  this  it  is  interesting 
to  note  that  on  the  previous  day  two  of  the 
Gresham  members  and  a  friend  made  a  very  nice 
bag  of  good-sized  roach  at  the  same  place.  '  From 
Mr.  Gray's  accoimt  one  is  forced  to  think  that  the 
London  angler,  clever  undoubtedly  though  he  is, 
need  not  be  above  taking  a"  wrinkle"  from  his  pro- 
vincial brethren.  Adaptability,  it  would  appear, 
should  be  more  clearly  kept  in  view — and  acted  upon. 
It  is  delightful  to  know  that  the  utmost  good  feeling 
prevailed,  and  that  the  victors  carried  away  with 
them  nothing,  except  the  Cup,  but  the  best  of  im- 
pressions, both  of  the  anglers  and  of  Father  Thames. 
Members  visiting  Kelvedon  will  in  future  be  able  to 
obtain  visitors'  tickets  for  their  friends  from  Mrs. 
Rowell,  the  Railway  Inn.  Dr.  Spencer  has  again 
had  some  good  takes  of  roach,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Birch 
(who,  by  the  way,  presented  the  society  with  Mr. 
F.  G.  Shaw's  "  The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  for 
which  he  was  suitably  thanked)  took  a  nice  basket 
of  grayling.  Several  members  visited  Leigh  and 
had  fair  sport  with  the  flounders,  but  at  present  the 
fish  do  not  run  very  large.  Oct.  27  will  give  a  suit- 
able tide.  The  names  of  good  boatmen  can  be 
obtained  by  applying  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  weU-attended  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels 
presiding.  Mr.  Greenhill  has  had  some  splendid 
catches  of  whiting  and  codling  at  Deal ;  Mr.  Cox  a 
number  of  good  chub  up  to  41b. ;  Mr.  Potter  perch 
and  roach  from  the  club  water,  best  fish  a  perch, 
l^lb. ;  Mr.  Jagels  and  Mr.  Forbes  have  also  taken 
some  nice  roach.  A  good  deal  of  important  business 
was  transacted,  and  the  next  round  of  the  champion- 
ship was  drawn.  A  club  outing  to  Barford  takes 
place  this  week-end. — HoiT.  Sec. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society. 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  when  a  detailed  and  well  thought  out 
account  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  of  matters 
concerning  the  Lambourn,  its  fish  and  fishing.  Mr. 
Poole  devoted  much  attention  to  ascertaining  the 
time  fly  generally  hatched  out ;  the  varieties  seen, 
the  peculiarities  of  the  trout  and  grayling  in  the 
stream,  and  when  one  might  expect  to  see  the 
rise  occur.  The  water  was  much  discoloured  at 
the  time  of  his  trip  owing  to  the  dredging  or  mud- 
ding  going  on  above  the  society's  preserve.  It  is 
curious  that  the  Thames  Conservancy  should  allow 
anyone  to  rake  up  mud  and  let  it  down  over 
other  people's  fishing  to  the  detriment  of  sport. 
Mr.  Poole  used  only  tiny  flies,  and  got  a  good 
many  trout,  mostly  small,  and  a  number  of 
fair  grayling.  His  catch  since  he  left  Scotland 
totalled  thirty-three  trout  and  thirty-seven  grayling, 
taken  in  the  Lambourn,  Itchen,  and  Kennet.  The 
bulk  was  taken  on  00  and  000  hooks.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
fishing  the  Tweed  killed  thirteen  salmon  in  four 
days,  the  heaviest  fish  going  21^1  b.  His  next  three 
best  were  21Jlb.  and  ll^lb.  (two).  On  the  Itchen, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had  six  brace  of  grayling  though 
a  heavy  down-stream  gale  was  blowing  while  he  was 
on  the  water.  At  Halfway,  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles  and 
F.  Ward  had  some  nice  dace  and  grayling. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SALMON  ANGLING 
ON  THE  TAY. 


Angling  on  the  River  Tay  and  its  tributaries — 
excepting  the  River  Earn,  which  does  not  close  till 
Oct.  31 — concluded  on  Oct.  15.  Taking  the  season 
as  a  whole,  it  has  been  up  to  the  average  of  recent 
years.  The  spring  fishing  was  considered  one  of  the 
finest  on  record,  especially  in  the  upper  reaches, 
when  no  fewer  than  300  fish  were  killed  on  one 
stretch,  but  over  against  this  the  autumn  season 
just  closed  has  been  one  of  the  poorest  that  has 
been  experienced  for  very  many  years.  This  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  continued  low  state  of 
the  river,  and  the  absence  of  floods  to  enable  fish 
to  move  forward,  coupled  with  the  abnormally  mild 
weather  which  v/as  experienced  right  up  to  the 
close.  The  average  temperature  of  the  river  since 
the  nets  went  off  was  seven  degrees  higher  than  the 
corresponding  period  last  year.  The  six-foot  flood 
which  came  down  on  Oct.  12  arrived  just  three 
weeks  too  late  :  the  water  was  only  clearing  off  and 
getting  into  fishing  order  when  the  fishing  closed. 
Nevertheless,  very  fair  sport  was  got  on  the  closing 
day,  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray,  of  Taymount,  landing 
nineteen  fish,  while  Sir  Berkeley  Sheffield,  Bart., 
and  party,  fishing  on  Upper  Cargill,  Willies  ;Stone, 
and  Burnmouth,  killed  thirteen  fish.    It  is  a  notable 


fact  that  most  of  the  fish  that  came  up  with  the 
last  spate  were  newly  run  and  covered  with  sea-lice. 
Almost  all  the  anglers  regret  that  the  rod  fishing 
on  the  Tay  had  not  continued  open  for  another 
ten  days  at  least.  Heavy  fish  have  not  been 
plentiful  this  season.  Major  Chichester  had  one  of 
37ilb.,  on  Aug.  29,  on  Stobhall  water,  and  Mrs.  W 
H.  Coats  another  of  38ilb.,  on  Sept.  14.  on  Upper 
Redgorton,  while  the  largest  reported  for  this 
autumn  was  one  of  411b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Moon,  on  Lower  Cargill,  on  Sept.  15.  " 

The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
prmcipal  beats  during  the  last  six  davs  of  the 
fishmg  :— ISI..1MO0TH.— Lord  Blvthswood,  fishing 
tins  water  on  Oct.  10.  killed  one  grilse,  71b.,  while 
Sir  Henry  Samuelson  had  one  fish,  351b.,  and  a 
grilse,  51b.,  on  Oct.  11.  Upper  Cargill.  —  Sir 
Berkeley  Sheffield,  Bart.,  caught  two  grilse,  101b. 
and  81b.,  and  Sir  Basil  Graeme  Montgomery,  two 
fish,  201b.  ond  131b.,  and  a  grilse,  81b..  on  Oct.  15. 
Lower  Cargili,. — Baroness  de  Tuvll,  one  fish,  181b.. 
on  Oct  13.  Willies  Stone.— Fishing  this  stretcli 
for  SirB.  Sheffield,  Mr.  P.  Thomas  killed  two  fish, 
161b.  and  15 Jib.,  and  two  grilse,  91b.  and  71b.,  on 
Oct.  15.  Upper  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  killed  one  fish,  171b.,  and  a  grilse, 
101b.,  on  Oct.  9 ;  one  fish,  161b.,  and  three  grilse, 
81b.,  61b.,  and  61b.,  on  Oct.  10;  one  grilse,  8Jlb.,  on 
Oct.  11  ;  one  fish,  181b.,  on  Oct.  13^  and  two  fish, 
251b.  and  171b.,  and  a  grilse,  7lb.,  while  Mr.  P.  M. 
Coats  killed  six  fish  from  the  second  boat  on 
Oct.  15.  Taymount  Water.— Mr.  C.  A.  Murray 
killed  nineteen  fish,  averaging  161b.,  on  Oct.  15, 
Upper  and  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
killed  one  fish,  191b.,  on  Oct.  10 ;  Mrs.  Martin,  two 
grilse,  91b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  11 ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin,  two  grilse.  91b.  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  15. 
Benchill. — Lady  Montgomery  caught  one  grilse, 
71b.,  on  Oct.  9.  Burnmodth. — Sir  Berkeley  Shef- 
field landed  one  fish,  301b.,  and  Baroness  de  Tuyll 
two  fish,  251b.  and  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  Olb. 
Catholes. — Mr.  Henry  Peters,  one  grilse,  61b.,  on 
Oct.  15.  Upper  and  Lower  Battleby. — Mr.  W. 
H.  Coats  killed  one  grilse,  91b.,  on  Oct.  13,  and 
three  fish,  181b.,  151b.,  and  141b.,  and  three  grilse, 
91b.,  81b.,  and  71b.,  on  Oct.  15,  while  Mrs.  Coats 
caught  one  grilse,  71b.,  on  Oct.  13,  and  two  grilse, 
91b.  and  81b.,  on  Oct.  15.  A  A 


ENGLISH  ANGLING  CHAMPIONSHIP. 


We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary 
of  the  London  Anglers'  Association  for  the  following 
official  account  of  the  competition  at  Pangbourne 
on  Oct.  15.  ^ 

Result. 

1.  —Boston  A.  A  71  fish,  171b.  SJoz. 

2.  — Sheffield  A.  A  39  „     91b.  eloz. 

3.  — Leeds  and  Dist.  Amal- 

gamated Society     ...  35  „      71b.  13|oz. 

4.  — Anglers'  Asso.  (London)  21   „     51b.    7  oz. 

5.  — Hull  and  Dist.  Amal- 

gamated A.  A.         ...  17   „     41b.  .6^oz. 

6.  — Provincial A.A.(Birm'n.)  9   ,,     21b.  6|oz. 

7.  — Central  Asso.  London 

and  Prov.  A.C.       ...    5    „     lib.   4  oz. 
179  roach,  9  perch,  8  dace,  1  chub.   The  largest  fish 
was  either  a  8^oz.  roach  or  the  small  chub. 

Eighty  of  the  eligible  competitors  were  in  position 
at  their  peg  when  the  signal  to  start  was  given  by 
bugle  at  11.45  a.m.  Fishing  ceased  at  5  p.m.  Leeds 
Association  fished  one  man  short,  Hull  and  District 
three  men  short. 

The  draw  for  positions  was  arranged  so  that  there 
were  twelve  groups  of  seven  competitors,  one  from 
each  team.  The  returns  of  this  arrangement  are 
very  interesting,  as  it  shows  the  two  worst  groups 
were  sandwiched  between  the  four  best  ones — 


1.—    9  fish  

21b. 

9ioz. 

2.—    9  „  

1  ,, 

11  „ 

3.—    9  „  

o 

...  >• 

Oi-„ 
8  „ 

4.—  26  ,  

6  „ 

5.—    4  „  

0  „ 

12|  „ 

6.—  17  „  

4  „ 

6i  „ 

7.—  12  „  

2  „ 

llf,. 

8.—  37   

8  „ 

13i„ 

9.—    4  „  

0 

15i„ 
0|., 

10.—  45  .,  

...      11  „ 

11.—  13   

3  „ 

9  „ 

12.—  12  „  

3„ 

^1  >' 

197 

481b.  4Joz 

Fifth  group  peg  being  Nos.  29  to  35 

Ninth  „ 

„    57  to  63 

It  was  by  no  means  an  accidental  win  for  Boston, 
only  one  man  of  the  team  failed  to  catch  fish,  and 
three  of  their  team  occupied  the  first  .  three 
positions — Mr.  F.  Beales  ■  was  first  with  nineteen 
fish,  weighing  41b.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  M.  O'Hara  was  second 
with  fourteen   fish,  weighing  j  31b.    8oz. ;  Mr.  J. 


Maltby  was  third  with  eleven  fish,  weighing 
21b.  13ioz.  These  three  were  widely  separated, 
their  pegs  being  Nos.  67,  50,  and  75  respec- 
tively. The  Boston  A.  A.  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  scoring  so  great  a  victory  over 
such  powerful  teams  as  brought  down  by  Sheffield 
and  Leeds.  There  was  no  question  about  the  river 
being  entirely  out  of  condition  for  the  London  style 
of  angling,  but  theMidlanders  have  demonstrated  to 
the  bigoted  adherent  of  the  roach  pole  and 
tight  line  how  to  catch  roach  when  the  con- 
ditions of  the  water  render  prospects  of  poor 
sport.  London  anglers  must  no  doubt  feel  very 
depressed  at  the  reuilt,  especially  when  they  take 
into  consideration  that  the  majority  of  the  teams 
had  never  see  the  river  until  the  competition  morn- 
ing. The  only  thing  for  them  to  do  is  to  practice 
the  Midlander's  style,  and  when  they  go  up  to  the 
Midlands  next  year  they  will  be  prepared  to,  adopt 
either  style  of  fisliing.  It  may  be  that  the  con- 
ditions then  will  favour  the  roach-pole ;  but  on 
Monday's  form  I  have  my  doubts  as  to  whether  the 
cup  will  come  back  to  London. 


KENTISH  TEOUT. 

Kent  affords  trout  at  a  town  called  Forditch 
nigh  Canterbury,  differing  from  all  others  in  many 
considerables. 

1.  Greatnesse:  many  of  them  being  in  bignesse 
near  to  a  Salmon. 

2.  Colour  :  cutting  white  (as  others  do  red)  when 
best  in  season. 

3.  Cunning  :  only  one  of  them  being  ever  caught 
with  an  Angle  (and  that  one  by  Sir  George  Hastings, 
see  Mr.  Walton  in  his  "  Compleat  Angler,"  page  94), 
whereas  other  trouts  are  easily  tackled  into  taking, 
and  flattered  into  their  destruction. 

4.  Abode  :  remaining  nine  months  in  the  sea, 
and  three  in  the  fresh  water. 

They  observe  their  coming  up,  thereunto  almost 
to  a  day,  and  the  men  of  Forditch  observe  them 
as  exactly,  whom  they  catch  with  nets  and  other 
de\'ices. — Fuller's  "  Worthies  of  England." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Yoimg,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  :— 

8537.  The  latest  in  suspenders  for  fishing 
tackle,  clearing  appliances.  Mr.  J.  D.  Patchett,  o'f 
2,  Bristol  Chambers,  Nicholas-street,  Bristol,  Glos., 
has  patented  an  invention  which  consists  of  ari 
attachment  which  is  secured  to  the  wearer's  coat 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  landing-net,  gaff,  or 
the  like,  and  also  for  enabling  a  telescopic  gaff 
handle  to  be  opened  out  by  one  hand  only^for 
similar  purposes.  A  strap  havmg  slot  in  both 
ends  is  looped  about  a  ring  or  shackle,  and  secured 
in  the  usual  manner  to  a  button  on  the  wearer's 
coat.  The  lugs  on  the  shackle  are  held  together  by 
a  leather  loop,  which  also  secm-es  the  tongue  of  a 
metal  collar  threaded  upon  the  strap.  This  collar 
earries  a  stiletto,  and  is  furnished  with  a  projection. 
Wlien  used  for  carrying  a  gaff  the  handle  may  be 
dropped  throjigh  the  shackle  and  the  curved  end 
of  the  gaff  hooked  on  the  projection.  If  the  handle 
is  of  the  telescopic  type,  it  can  be  pulled  out  readily 
by  one  hand  if  the  end  is  hooked  over  the  pro- 
jection, and  the  projection  is  also  useful  for  other 
purposes.  The  shackle  may  be  used  alone  as  a 
clearing  rmg  by  putting  the  rod  within  the  jaws 
of  the  shackle  and  attaching  a  return  cord  to  the 
lugs  so  as  to  keep  them  closed.  The  shackles  can 
then  be  passed  along  the  line  to  clear  the  fly, 
tackle,  or  line.  Another  invention  by  Mr.  J.  D. 
Patchett  relates  to  oil  bottles  and  the  like,  rods 
and  rod  fittings.  An  oil  holder  for  dry-fly  fishing 
is  moimted  upon  the  handle  of  a  fishing  rod  by 
means  of  a  fitting  similar  to  an  ordinary  winch 
attachment.  The  holder  has  an  inner  barrel,  which 
acts  in  the  manner  of  a  safety  ink-well,  and  is  closed 
by  a  plug  provided  at  the  top  with  a  cap  and  at 
the  bottom  with  a  dipper  consisting  of  a  wire 
having  a  piece  of  lint  or  the  like  secured  to  it. 
The  cap  is  fastened  to  the  holder  by  a  slotted 
plate  and  a  pin,  and  the  plug  is  formed  with  a 
groove  through  part  of  its  length  to  enable  air  to 
escape  when  it  is  inserted. 

Mr.  J.  Friedrick,  Mariabrunn,  near  Vienna,  has 
invented  new  improvements  relating  to  fish,  etc. 
This  invention  relates  to  an  apparatus  for  aerating 
water  in  fish  tanks  and  the  like.  It  consists  of  a 
receptacle  having  a  projection  at  the  bottom  so  that 
the  vessel  rocks  about  during  transport  and  thereby 
actuates  the  pumps  through  the  rods.  Water  is 
thus  forced  through  the  pipes  and  sprayers  into  a 
receptable  containing  a  filter  and  a  number  of  porous 
surfaces  where  it  is  purified  and  aerated  before 
passing  back  to  the  receptacle.  In  another  form  of 
apparatus  the  pump  is  worked  by  hand. 
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Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

S  SPECIAL  NAILS 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


Ui    For  Fishing:  and  5 
Sliooting:  Brogues  ^ 
^         and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, " 
LONDON,  S.E. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 

"BSCO 


For 

Preserving  and  Waterproofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 

NO"RUBBINa  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,    WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE    k    **  ^Z"'  &  */"  each,  or 
 (    1/3,  2/4  &  */6,  post  free. 

To  he  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from— 
The    IVIarS    Oil    Co.,   10  &  12,  Milton  street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


WE5TLET 

AND  CO.  Ltd., 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING, 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaught. 
H.I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


Westley  Richards 


WHEAT. 

Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 
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[HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 

NOVEMBER  3rtl,  4th,  and  Sth. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.     FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS. 

Peize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 
PROUT'S  DUBBIN  I    "^^^  ^o*^  Medals,  numerous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing  Tackle. 


-Irfrfresi .— Manager.  ALBION  GRANARIES. 
Holland  St.,  Blaekfriars,  London,  S.E. 


BOTTOM  ROD 


^„  will    WATEEPROOP,    SOFTEN,  and 
Inn^  PRESERVE    WALKING,  FISHING, 
iwwiss  SHOOTING,   and   GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  imperious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Grold  Medal  Awards— 
Sample  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
post  2  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition.  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores.       3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  per  box. 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


Tou  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 


For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Geippee,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  Bay.  [^EVOLVING  AGATE 

THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY, 

EXEBRIDGE,  via  TIVERTON,  DEVON. 


Enormous  stock  of  Brown  Trout  Yearlings  and  Two-year-olds;  also  Loch 
Levens  and  Rainbows,  all  sizes,  at  low  prices.  Now  ready,  for  autumn  or  later 
delivery.  Special  inclusive  terms  quoted  for  long  journeys,  carriage  paid  in  lar<^e 
or  small  quantities.    For  Price  List  (Booklet),  apply  to  T.  F.  Teacy. 

HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

1 1906  =  7  Price  List  of  Trout,  Water  Plants,   Fish  Food,  &c. 

Apply  MANAGER,  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


streams. 


lt}'17iXu!oGaz^tu''       practical  fish  breeder,  and  all  who  keep  trout  in  ponds  or 


SIXTH  EDITION 


COCOA  iRoyi 


NOW  READY 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow 
Them. 


The  Most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


pears 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


By  LIVINGSTON  STONE, 

United  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 
16mo.    Illustrated.    Tinted  Paper,  Bevelled  Boards.    12/6  net,  post  free, 

,ft)> 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


BY  THB 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


INVALUABLE  TO  ALL  INTERESTED  IN  BOOKS. 

The  Pablishers'  Circiilar 
and  Booksellers'  Record. 

Annual  Subscription,  52  weeks,  post 
free,  8s.  6cl. 


ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


|End  Ring. 

The  most  carefully  made 
and  beautifully  finished  rod 
for  general  coarse  fishing 
sold. 

The  butt  and  middle  joints 
are  of  selected  bamboo. 

Two  hand-made  oreen- 
heart  tops  are  supplied,  both 
tipped  v.'ith  bamboo  to  pro- 
tect them  against  an  inadver- 
tent knock  upon  this  delicate 
part  of  the  rod. 

The  Sovereign  Rod  is 
fitted  with  a  polished  cedar 
balance  handle,  which  is 
preferable  in  a  bottom  rod  to 
one  of  cork,  as  it  can  be 
kept  clean  more  readily. 

20/- 

HIGHEST  FINISH. 
LATEST  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Every  rod  is  made  under 
I  the   personal    directions  of 
Air.  H.\inp:s,  a  keen  angler, 
and    the    manager  of  this 
I  department. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :—  "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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"  The  Sea,  the  Sea,  the  Open  Sea  !  " 
To  "XJAY  (Saturday,  Oct.  20)  tlie  Folkestone  Sea 
Angling  Association  commence  their  three  days' 
Pier  competition.  The  Boat  competition  will  be 
held  on  Oct.  27,  28.  and  29.  All  particulars  from 
the  hon.  sees,  at  Queen's  Hotel,  Folkestone. 

•  *  *  * 

As  previously  announced,  the  Heme  Bay  Sea 
Angling  Association  hold  their  annvial  festival  on 
Nov.  3,  4,  and  5,  both  from  the  Pier  and  Boats. 
Mr.  Joseph  Gripper,  of  Granville  House,  Heme 
Bay,  will  supply  entry  forms  and  give  any  informa- 
tion necessary  for  those  wishing  to  enter  this  always 
popular  function.  Some  splendid  prizes  are  to  be 
fished  for. 

*  *  *  * 

On  the  3rd,  4th,  and  5th  of  November  the  Deal 
and  Walmer  Sea  Angling  Festival  takes  place  from 
the  Pier.  It  is  open  to  members  of  any  recognised 
angling  association,  and  all  particulars  as  to  entries, 
prizes  and  rules,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secre- 
tary, Anglers'  Hall,  Deal.  The  Boat  Competition 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  10.  11  and  12,  when  I  hope 
to  cast  my  lines  in  such  pleasant  places— from  a  boat. 


Anglo-Fkench  Piscatorials. 
Me.' Fischer  presided  on  Wednesday  evening  at 
the  Cercle  Fran9ais  when  the  final  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  Sides  ]\Iatch  "  at  Twickenham 
on  Oct.  21.  Leave  Waterloo  Station  on  the  morning 
at  7.40  a.m.  Draw  for  "  sides "  on  arrival  at 
Twickenham.  Start  fishing  at  10,  cease  at  5. 
Weigh  in  at  club,  when  dinner  will  be  served  by 
Host  Monniot,  at  7.30  prompt.  Members  are  at 
liberty  to  invite  friends.  Prizes  won  on  two  previous 
occasions  will  be  presented.  There  will  also  be  a 
special  punt  competition  for  ladies.  Secretary 
Jacobs  has  engaged  nearly  all  the  available  punts 
at  Twickenham,  and  made  every  arrangement  for 
the  comfort  of  competitors. 


Fishing  at  Penzance,  on  Oct.  11,  Messrs.  D. 
Thomson  and  Dean,  with  boatman  Billie  Wills  (two 
rods)  had  701b.  of  bream,  whiting,  and  haddock 
(largest  3Jlb. ),  and  a  conger  of  451b. 


Seagulls  and  Salmon. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Eden  Fishery  Board  at 
Carlisle,  a  body  whose  jurisdiction  covers  the  Eden 
and  its  tributaries  and  the  English  side  of  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Solway  Firth,  an  interesting  discus- 
sion took  place  as  to  the  question  whether  the  black- 
headed  gull  destroys  the  young  of  salmon,  and  if  so 
whether  steps  should  be  taken  with  a  view  to  in- 
ducing the  Cumberland  County  Council  to  withdraw 
the  black-headed  gull  from  the  list  of  protected 
birds. 

•  *  *  * 

Mr.  T.  Robinson,  of  Cargo,  moved  that  the  County 
Council  be  communicated  with  and  that  they  be 
asked  to  remove  the  black-headed  gull  from  the  list 
of  protected  birds  in  Cumberland.  The  black- 
headed  gull  might  not  kill  the  young  of  salmon, 
but  they  certainly  killed  young  fish.  Captain 
Chamley  seconded  the  motion. 

*  «  *  « 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Castlesteads,  who  is  chairman  of 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  County 
Council,  said  that  the  case  of  the  black-headed  gull 
was  being  investigated  by  the  County  Council,  and 
if  this  Board  sent  a  request  such  as  had  been 
described  by  Mr.  Robinson,  it  would  be  referred  to 
the  expert  employed  on  the  investigation.  The 
County  Coimcil  might  be  asked  to  modify  the 
restrictions.    The  motion  was  adopted. 


I  HAVE  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thos.  Daws, 
secretary  of  the  Rother  Fishery  Association,  in 
which  he  states : — "  1  have  this  week  accepted  the 
entire  management  of  Court  Lodge  Estate,  Ewhurst, 
450  acres,  a  large  productive  grazing,  corn  and  hop 
farm,  owned  by  A.  W.  Herdman,  Esq.  This  land 
has  over  three-quarters  of  a  mile  frontage  to  the 
River  Rother,  and  is  particularly  patronised  by 
anglers.  The  farm  adjoins  my  own  residence,  and 
I  need  scarcely  say  that  this  part  of  the  Rother 
shall  have  my  extra  supervision.  Mr.  Herdman, 
who  is  a  supporter  of  our  association,  also  kindly 
agrees  that  his  stockman  shall  be  put  on  the  list  of 
water-bailiffs  for  his  part  of  the  River  Rother."  So 
that  there  is  a  still  brighter  prospect  of  good  fishing 
on  the  famous  Rother. 


The  president  of  the  Bostonian  A.S.,  Mr.  J. 
Amatt,  had  a  day's  fishing  recently  in  the  Barnes 
Reservoir  and  captured  two  pike,  81b.  15oz.  and 
121b.  3^oz.  respectively.  Your  turn  next,  Secretary 
•'  Joe." 


Mr.  J.  Burgess,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Streatham 
Angling  Club,  has  just  returned  from  a  holiday  at 
Shanklin,  I.W.,  and  had  some  good  fishing — one 
day  two  bass  and  one  plaice,  91b. ;  another  day,  one 
bass,  71b.,  and  one,  21b.  A  gentleman  fishing  from 
the  pier  seciired  a  conger  of  301b.,  6ft.  long.  Another 
angler  got  sixty  whiting  one  morning,  besides 
pollack  and  dabs.  Shanklin  Pier  would  appear  to 
be  worth  a  visit,  as  the  fish  are  putting  in  an 
appearance. 


Good  Sport  at  Clacton-on-Sea. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  H.  Atkins,  of  Fetter-lane, 
has,  during  the  last  ten  days  or  so,  given  me  ample 
proof  that  Clacton  Pier  is  not  by  any  means 
a  poor  place  to  fish  from.  An  experienced,  long- 
distance, accurate  line  (rod)  caster,  an  adept  at 
finding  the  "  spot,"  he  has,  daily,  had  very  appreci- 
able sport,  taking  thirty,  twenty-three,  eighteen,  etc., 
good-sized  fish,  comprising  whiting,  soles,  dabs,  and 
eels.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  he  took  just  over  a 
score  of  capital  whiting  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
"triplets"  and  "twins"  arousing  considerable 
interest  amongst  the  onlookers. 


Geover  Cleveland  on  Angling. 
Devotees  of  sport  with  rod  and  gun,  says  the 
American  Sportsman^ s  Review,  will  appreciate  Grover 
Cleveland's  new  book,  "  Shooting  and  Fishing 
Sketches."  It  is  unconventional,  and  with  refei'- 
ence  to  angling  and  anglers  he  say«  there  is  a  special 
standard  of  trutlifulness  for  the  disciples  of  Izaak 
Walton.  The  ex- President  exalts  fishing  as  some- 
thing little  less  than  religion,  and,  as  a  critic 
observes,  makes  it  the  fovmdation  of  a  new  philo- 
sophy. Following  are  some  of  the  striking  dicta  he 
gives  forth  as  a  result  of  his  practice  of  the  gentle 
art  of  angling  and  shooting: — "Fishermen  neces- 
sarily see  and  do  wonderful  things.  If  those  not 
members  of  the  brotherhood  are  unable  to  assimi- 
late the  recital  of  these  wonders,  it  is  because  their 
believing  apparatus  has  not  been  properly  regulated 
and  stimulated."  "As  to  the  non-members  who  accuse 
true  fishermen  of  falsehood,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that 
they  are  utterly  imfitted  to  deal  with  the  subject." 
«  *  *  * 

"  A  few  thousand  years  ago  the  question  was  im- 
pressively asked  :  '  Canst  thou  draw  out  a  leviathan 
with  a  hook  ?  '  He  must  not  falter  if,  upon  its 
repetition  in  the  future,  a  brother  replies :  '  Yes, 
with  a  lOoz.  rod  ! '  "  "  It  is  constantly  said  that  they 
greatly  exaggerate  the  size  of  the  fish  that  are  lost. 
All  the  presumptions  are  with  the  fisherman's  con- 
tention. It  is  perfectly  plain  that  large  fish  are 
more  apt  to  escape  than  small  ones."  "  The  position 
taken  by  the  brotherhood  requires  that  they  stand 
solidly  together  in  all  circumstances.  Tarpon  fish- 
ing has  added  greatly  to  our  responsibilities.  If 
American  institutions  are  found  adequate  to  the 
new  tasks  which  destiny  has  put  upon  them  in  the 
extension  of  our  lands,  the  American  chapter  of  the 
world's  fishermen  must  not  fail  by  their  time- 
honoured  methods  and  practices,  and  by  such 
truthfulness  as  belongs  to  the  fraternity  in  the 
narration  of  fishing  adventure,  to  subdue  any  new 
difficulties  by  the  extension  of  our  waters." 


Waste  Not,  Want  Not  ! 
Mary  had  a  little  waist. 

Where  waists  were  meant  to  grow. 
And  everywhere  the  fashions  went 
Her  waist  was  sure  *b  go. 

— New  York  Sun. 


Hospital  fob  Fish. 
At  the  veterinary  high  school  in  Vienna  an 
institute  has  been  opened  which  may  be  called  a 
hospital  for  sick  fish,  where  their  condition  in 
health  and  sickness  is  regularly  investigated  by  a 
professor  and  his  staff.  One  of  their  main  objects 
is  to  learn  whether  certain  diseases  of  fish  can  be 
transmitted  to  man,  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent,  says 
the  Galveston  Tribune.  The  scientific  accoimt  of 
the  fish  patients  is  affixed  to  each  compartment  in 
which  they  are  cared  for.  Some  are  foimd  to  be 
suffering  from  smallpox,  and  others  from  a  form 
of  intestinal  catarrh.  A  dolphin  was  brought  to 
the  hospital  with  an  attack  of  inflammation  of  the 
lungs.  The  director  is  not  able  as  yet  to  express 
any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  chances  of  their 
cure,  but  everything  points  to  the  probability  of 
very  interesting  and  instructive  discoveries. 


It  was  Keating's. 
A  MAN  was  being  overhauled  on  enteriiig  a  casual 
ward  for  cleanliness,  and  the  searcher  found  his 
linen  covered  with  a  dark  powder  and  told  liim  he 
was  dirty.  "  Me  dirty  !  me  dirty  !  "  he  indignantly 
exclaimed,  "  why,  that's  Keating's ! — don't  you 
use  it  ?  " 


Angling  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  says  the 
Sportsman' a  Revieiv  of  Chicaco,  is  a  romantic  form 
of  recreation  described  as  follows  by  a  reporter 
at  St.  Peter,  Minn. : — "  Bass  fishing  by  moonlight 
promises  to  become  a  popular  sport  at  Lake  Emily. 
The  new  fad  was  inaugurated  by  Max  Schleuder 
and  William  Ludcke,  enthusiastic  anglers  of  this 
place,  and  their  success  in  causing  all  of  the  devotees 
of  the  sport  to  sit  up  and  look  interested.  When 
the  two  St.  Peter  men  tried  their  experiment  they 
did  not  iise  artificial  lights,  but  depended  entirely 
upon  their  frogs  and  flies  and  the  rays  of  the  moon. 
Only  a  few  casts  were  made  before  the  bass  began 
striking,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  they  landed  four 
fine  specimens,  the  smallest  weighing  '2^lh.  and  the 
largest  41b.  Night  fishing  has  never  before  been 
attempted  here,  and  their  feat  is  attracting  great 
attention." 


The  Mick  the  other  day  suddenly  received  the 
news  that  one  of  his  acquaintances  had  fallen  off  a 
scaffolding  and  broken  his  neck.  Hurrying  off  to 
the  widow's  house,  and  thinking  to  break  the  news 
gently,  he  accosted  tlie  lady  with :  "  Sure,  good 
mornin',  Mrs.  Murphy,  and  bedad  it's  bad  news  I 
have  for  ye  !  "  "  Bad  news  i  "  cried  the  widow, 
"sure  I've  been  used  to  it  all  me  loife  ;  phwat  is  it 
now?  Is  one  of  the  chiltre  hurt?"  "No,"  said 
Mick,  "  worse  nor  that."  "  What  then — sure  is  the 
broker's  men  acoming  ?  "  "  No,"  said  Mick,  "  worse 
nor  that — your  ould  man  has  fallen  off  a  chimney 
stack  and  broke  his  neck."  "Oh,  Mr.  Mick!" 
cried  the  widow,  "  don't,  now,  don't  make  me  laugh, 
for  I've  got  a  cracked  lip  !  " 


No  Thoroughfare. 
It  is  not  far  to  the  ways  we  knew 
When  we  were  boys,  just  a  mile  or  two 
To  the  shading  trees,  and  rocky  glen. 
And  curving  beach  that  we  knew  then ; 
But  oh,  'tis  far  to  the  days  we  Imew, 
To  the  nodding  blooms  and  cloudless  blue 
Of  boyhood's  skies.    An  hour's  jaunt 
Would  take  us  back  to  each  boyish  haunt 
Of  the  old,  old  joys  that  we  knew  then; 
But  no  path  we  knew  leads  to  youth  again. 

No  path  we  know — it's  a  long,  long  way 
That  winds  a-back  to  the  yesterday. 
And  oft  we  sigh,  and  oft  we  look 
To  the  swimming  hole,  and  the  babbling  brook. 
And  the  spreading  trees  where  wild  birds  sing. 
And  the  ways  we  loved,  and  the  wayside  spring. 
And  tlie  starry  nights,  and  the  world  a-drowse 
And  the  tinkling  bells  of  the  far-off  cows ; 
'Twas  a  pleasant  tune,  and  a  joyous  way! 
But  we  wend  not  back  to  the  yesterday. 

— J.  M.  Lewis,  in  the  Houston  Post. 


"Hello,  Bill!  Catchin'  fish,  eh?"  "No; 
fishin'." 


The  Terminal. 
A  New  York  Central  train  was  rapidly  approach- 
ing New  York  with  Mark  Twain  as  one  of  the  pas- 
sengers, when  a  lady  sitting  in  the  sea.t  across  the 
aisle  leaned  forward  and  asked  :  "  Excuse  me,  sir, 
but  will  you  kindly  tell  rae  if  this  train  stops  at  the 
Grand  Central  Depot  ?  "  "  Madam,"  replied  the 
humorist,  "  I  hope  so  ;  I  hope  to  heaven  it  does, 

for  if  it  doesn't  there  will  be  a  d  1  of  a  wreck." — ■ 

Argonaut. 


A  WIRE  just  to  hand  from  Mr.  Richardson,  of 
Deal: — "Eighteen  mullet,  ten  bass,  two  salmon 
trout,  twenty-five  soles  (all  large),  caught  seine 
Wednesday  (Oct.  17)." 


Honour  to  whom  Honour  is  Due. 

"What  is  the  riband  worth  to  the  eoldier  ? " 
Glory  is  priceless  !  On  another  page  will  be  found 
the  result  of  the  competition  at  Pangbourne  for  the 
coveted  title  of  "  Championship  of  England."  Mr. 
F.  Beales,  of  Boston,  was  "top  weight"  with  41b. 
11  oz.  The  team  he  represented  took  seventy- 
one  fish  weighing  171b.  8^oz.  Mr.  Woodruff  tells  us 
that  our  poor  old  Thames  was  "  out  of  condition." 
I  should  think  it  was !  Why,  in  less  than  five 
hours'  fishing  I  have  taken  over  201b.  of  roach, 
dace,  and  perch  at  pretty  Pangbourne  with  my  old 
bandy  roaoh  pole,  but  that  was  when  "  conditions  " 
were  favourable.  Bravo,  Boston  Boys !  Bravo, 
Beale !  Sorry  I  could  not  be  with  you.  If  I  can 
find  time,  and  my  doctor  will  let  me  out,  I  shall 
organise  a  match  open  to  Boston,  Sheffield,  Leeds, 
Hull,  Birmingham,  London,  and  any  other  counties 
where  anglers  do  congregate — "Roach  Pole  versus 
Nottingham  Style."  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do 
with  holding  the  stakes,  but  if  the  winner  receives, 
say,  £20,000,  the  one  who  hopes  to  be  "  top  weight " 
is — ;  Dragnet. 
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The  Dee  rose  5ft.  on  the  afternoon  of  Oct  12 
but  by  Oct.  14  it  had  fallen  2ft.  or  so,  and  is  now  a 
beau-ideal  angling  river.  On  its  best  behaviour  at 
last. 


The  season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  etc.,  ends 
on  Oct.  31,  so  that  the  back-end  will  be  short  and 
sweet,  "  like  the  donkey's  gallop." 

Salmon  took  to  the  fresh  water  en  masse,  and  the 
sight  of  ascending  fish  was  witnessed  by  anglers 
from  every  coign  of  vantage— that  on  the  Don 
being  particularly  grand. 


A  magnificent  cock  fish  stranded  itself  on  the 
Cults  Dee  water  on  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  13  and 
was  speedily  captured  by  a  boy,  who  made  off  with 
lus  prize. 


^  ^°';°o*' /'■^'^^  ^P*""*  sot  on  the  Ythan  on 

Oct.  13,  Mr.  Mackie,  Aberdeen  Royal  Asylum,  having 
241b.  of  sea-trout  and  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  91b 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  wires  me  from  Dui?town :  "  Any 
amount  of  sea-trout  up  the  Fiddoch.  Mr.  McPherson 
creeled  thirty-seven  on  Friday,  some  31b.  weight 
Others  had  lesser  baskets,  but  all  fished  well.  The* 
worm  was  the  chief  lure." 


The  Don  was  all  over  its  banks  on  Oct.  13,  and 
for  the  first  time  the  autumn  fish  made  headway 
over  the  dykes.  The  sport  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season  is  now  a  certainty. 


The  brown  trout  season,  which  closed  on  Oct.  13 
has  been  a  miserable  failure  since  the  advent  of  May' 
Put  altogether,  hardly  six  days'  good  angling  weather 
was  enjoyed. 


Her  Majesty  the  Queen  gave  the  gillies  a  ball  on 
Oct.  12  at  Balmoral. 


The  Queen  visited  Loch-ISTagar  Distillery  on 
Oct.  13  along  with  Princess  Victoria,  and  was 
shown  the  makmg  of  the  "  Mountain  Dew." 

The  Spey  closed  on  Oct.  15  for  the  season  It 
shuts  down  earlier  than  the  bulk  of  other  rivers  by 
the  best  fortnight,  and  yet  it  opens  along  with  the 
Dee.    The  season  on  the  Spey  has  been  a  failure. 

Special  Scotch 

Pfoviiieial  Jlflgling  |iotes 

must  arrive  hj  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  the 
evening  of  Oct.  11.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The 
meetmg  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
chief  officers  for  1907,  so  that  next  year's  travelling 
cards  bearing  their  names  should  be  printed  as 
Boon  as  possible  in  order  to  receive  the  official 
stamps  of  the  various  railway  companies.  Mr. 
Coles,  in  his  remarks,  gave  a  brief  history  of  the 
association,  which  was  formed  twenty-three  years 
ago,  and  of  its  rapid  growth ;  twenty-six  new  clubs 
had  been  admitted  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  new  clubs  were  being  formed  with 
the  view  of  becoming  affiliated.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
was  again  re-elected  without  opposition  ;  vice-presi- 
dents, Messrs.  R.  Holding,  J.  Bentley,  and  B. 
Egerton;  Mr.  H.  Tullett,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  J. 
Rabone,  secretary.  On  Tuesday  evening  last  prizes 
to  the  value  of  £20,  fished  for  by  the  members  of 
the  St.  Paul's  Club  at  their  by  -  contest  last 
Sunday  week,  were  distributed' at  the  Chapel  Tavern, 
Gt.  Charles-street.  After  the  prizes  were  distributed, 
Mr.  A.  Lacey,  who  for  nineteen  years  has  been  vice- 
president  of  the  society,  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  testimonial  for  the  valuable  services 
he  has  rendered  to  this  large  flourishing  society. 
Roach  are  taking  the  small  red  worm  in  the  Severn^ 
and  chub  fishing  .  should  now  begin  to  be  good.' 
Roach  fishermen  have  been  doing  well  with  the 
gentle  in  the;  Swan's  Neck  water  at  Burlingham 
below  Defford.  Pike  fishing  in  our  local  reservoirs 
IS  looking  up.  A  pike  of  81b.  has  recently  been 
caught  from  the  Kingswood  Canal,  and  from  Brear- 
ley  and  Wilmcote  and  up  to  Stratford  a  number  of 
small  pike  have  been  taken  with  the  spoon  bait. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  rains  have  vastly  improved  the  Fen  waters, 
ind  with  fine  autumn  weather  now  prevailing 
mglers  are  having  a  good  time  amongst  the  roach 
For  mstance,  during  the  week  bags  of  151b.  and 
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upwards  have  been  accounted  for  on  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Witham.  This  water,  too,  is  yieldine 
some  excellent  pike,  and  the  trolling  rod  has  done 
exceptionaUy  well  at  Kirkstead.  Langrick,  and 
Dogdyke.  The  heaviest  for  enumeration  was  a 
beautiful  fish  wei^iing  181b.;  others  have  been 
killed  up  to  101b.  The  best  captures  have  probably 
been  brought  about  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
famous  Ash  Holt  swim,  about  a  mile  or  so  below 
Chapel  Hill  ;  one  rod  accounted  for  five  brace  as 
the  result  of  an  afternoon's  sport.  The  writer  has 
agam  used  one  of  Carter's  "  Wagtail  "  spinning  baits 
with  great  success  for  pike,  but  recently  honours 
have  been  pretty  evenly  divided  between  the  natural 
and  artificial  baits. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  very  good  during 
the  past  week,  especially  amongst  roach,  some  very 
good  specimens  being  taken  with  paste  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  River  Hull,  both  atGrovehill,  Figham 
Wawne,  and  down  to  Burton  Hail ;  and  at  WOf  holme 
and  Hempholme  some  good  catches  have  been  made 
both  with  maggots  and  pearl  barley.    The  Driffield 
Canal  is  also  m  nice  trim  and  furnishing  good  sport 
both  perch  and  roach  in  fair  quantities  being  taken 
at  Froduigham  Bridge,  Wansford,  and  up  to  Whinhill 
1-ock.     Several  good  bream  have  been  taken  m  the 
river  at  Leven  Loolc,  Beverley  Beck-end  and  Wawne  • 
and  at  Burton  Hall  good  fish  are  being  taken  with 
paste  at  top  of  tide.    The  Market  Weighton  Canal 
IS  also  furmshmg  fair  sport  amongst  roach  and 
bream,  Broomfieet  and  Orchard  length  providing 
the  best  fish— maggots,  worms,  and  paste  being 
used  with  success.     Some  good  catches  of  fish 
are  still  bemg  made  at  Austin  Fen  and  Firebeacon 
on  the  River  Ludd,  and  I  hear  of  Grimsby  anglers 
domg  well  at  Thoresby  Bridge  both  amongst  perch 
pike,  and  roach.    The  Hull  Corporation  Angling 
Association  wound  up  their  season  at  Newport  on 
the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  Messrs.  S.  Clarkson  P 
Gee,  and  J.  Sowerby  being  first  three  prize  winners. 
This  club  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Nov.  23 

FROM  THE  La1<e"  DISTRICT. 

Angling,  restricted  as  it  is  to  salmon  and  salmon 
kind,  IS  very  qmet  hereabouts.  A  few  herUng  may 
be  picked  up  durmg  the  day  with  the  small  trout 
flies,  and  there  is  also  a  chance  of  a  fish  or  two  with 
larger  flies  at  "dusking,"  but  on  the  whole  the 
game  is  hardly  worth  the  candle.  Two  sahnon  have 
been  hooked  since  I  wrote  last,  both  on  the  Kent 
both  took  worm,  and  both  were  lost.  The  chances 
of  getting  a  good  fish  with  fly  are  somewhat  at  a 
discount,  owmg  to  the  large  number  of  dead  leaves 
that  are  daily  falling  into  the  streams.  The  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Kent,  Bela,  etc..  Fishery  Board  was 
held  at  Bowness  on  Oct.  10,  Mr.  John  Fell  being 
chairman.  The  balance  in  hand  showed  £440 
10s.  lOd,,  bemg  an  increase  of  £88  14s.  5d.  over  the 
preceding  year.  On  the  proposition  of  Colonel 
Baldwin,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gibson,  it  was  resolved 
to  hand  over  to  the  Windermere  Angling  Association 
the  sum  of  £59,  being  the  surplus  from  enhanced 
cost  of  licences.  Mr.  Watson  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  committee,  that  the  close  time 
for  angling  for  salmon  with  rod  and  line  should  be 
Nov.  1  mstead  of  Nov.  14.  This  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gibson,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 
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J.  Kemp  and  Mr.  T.  Stafford.  Previously  they  had 
Mr  T  P*'HT'''^^"*rir^  comparatively  poor  results. 
Mr.  J.  Redfern  and  Mr.  G.  Fletcher,  of  Old  Radford 
have  also  excelled  amongst  the  same  class  of  fish' 
besides  which  they  brought  to  bank  a  good-sized 
pike  or  two.  Mr.  T.  Barnett,  of  our  citv,  who  rents 
certain  railway  ponds  from  the  Midland  Co  ,  informed 
me  on  Oct.  15  that  a  leviathan  pike,  34ilb.,  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  Shipley  Gate  cutting  "  by  ^T^, 
The  fish,  he  says,  was  caught  with  rod  and  line,  and 
was  in  good  condition. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  Club,  this  year's  winners  of 
the  challenge  cup  given  by  Mr.  G.  D.  Faber,  C  B 
M.P..  for  competition  by  the  clubs  forming  the 
York  and  District  Amalgamation,  received  the 
trophy  at  a  "  smoker  "  held  at  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel. 
Marygate.  York,  on  Oct.  15.  The  cup  was  handed 
Mr  F  Schroeder,  president 
of  the  Clifton  Anglmg  Club.  A  silver  medal 
was  also  presented  to  eaf;h  angler  of  the 
winning  team,  and  Mr.  A.  Edis  in  addition  received 
a  gold  medal  for  the  heaviest  individual  catch 
liie  winning  team  comprised  Messrs.  E.  W  Jones 
^nH  n  ^"^f ''S-  Simpson,  E.  Cooper,  H.  Dale,' 
and  D.  Langstaffe,  and  the  total  weight  of  their 
catches  was  91b.  13^oz.  George  IV.  Club^as  second 
A    i^K  l¥°^  '  /""^  Lawrence  Friendly 

^"■^1^  ^  A^-  ^'^'P^*''^        ^-  Key,  president 

of  the  Amalgamation,  occupied  the  chair,  and 
presented  the  cup  to  Mr.  Schroeder.    He  alluded  to 
the  pollution  of  the  Ouse  below  the  sewage  works 
Naburn,  and  the  great  destruction  of  fish  which  it 
IS  alleged  has  been  caused  by  it.    He  had  accom 
panied  Mr  Stanley  Jones,  whose  father  is  secretary 
to    the  lorkshire  Fishery   Board,  to  the  point 
of  pollution,  and   they  procured  samples  of  the 
water,    but    the    analyses    had    not    yet  been 
""T^'rl:  P^P^^^ifi  Key  said  the  number  of  fish 
which  had  presumably  been    poisoned    was  far 
greater   than   they  had   any   idea    of.     He  be- 
lieved there  were  tons  of  dead  fish  ;  it  was  heart- 
breakmg  to  see  the  destruction  of  fish.     There  waa 
a  determination  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter 
Mr.  S    Jones   said  there  was   not  much  doubt 
where  the  pollution  came  from,  but  the  difficultv 
was  to  obtain  enough  evidence  to  go  to  law 
and  pin  the  trouble  on  the  offenders     The  drv 
season-  militated    against    good    sport  during 
the  coarse  fishing  period,  but  there  was  fairly 
successful  anglmg  during  the  latter  part  of  the 

'-'''''''''^  match  of  the  Moor 
Steel  Works  Anglmg  Club,  Stockton,  was  held  bv 
permission,  along  the  Swale  banks  at  Norton  when 
over  twenty  members  competed,  nearly  all  of  whom 
caught  fish.  The  winner  was  G.  Stark,  who  clugS 
with  worm  a  large  eel  weighing  1  lb.  8oz. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  has  been  improved  by  a  freshet,  and  is 
now  m  nice  order  for  coarse  fish.  The  Lune  has 
had  the  heavy  water  it  needed,  and  is  now  in 
better  condition.  No  reports  of  interest  from  the 
Ribble  and  Wyre.  Our  last  chance  for  a  final  with 
the  trout  was  on  Oct  15,  but  the  finalists  might  as 
well  have  stayed  at  home.  Angling  clubs  are  all 
ahve  m  Liverpool,  but  at  Warrington  only  average 
interest  is  being  taken  in  sport.  ° 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

'To-day  (Oct.  20)  there  is  an  important  meeting  of 
club  delegates  in  this  city,  to  be  followed  by  the 
presentation  of  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  to 
the  Wheatsheaf  Angling  Society,  Bolton,  by  Mr  R 
Ramsbottom.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  serious 
illness  will  prevent  any  public  reception  at  their  club 
house.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  are 
feeling  the  loss  of  the  services  of  their  secretary 
Mr.  H.  Berry,  who,  having  business  in  Nottingham' 
IS  obhged  to  prolong  his  stay  there.  Annual  meet- 
mgs,  etc.  are  the  leading  items  of  interest  here. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  fined  down,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  rise  of  Oct.  11  has  cleansed  the  bed  of  the 
river  to  an  appreciable  extent.  The  bulk  of  the 
extra  water  appeared  to  come  out  of  the  tributary 
Dove,  which  is  up  and  down  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours.  Anglers  have  been  fairly  numerous, 
and  on  the  Fiskerton  section  a  very  fine 
lot  of  dace  has  been  taken  with  worm  by  Mr 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Salmon  and  trout  fishing  may  now  be  considered 
practically  at  an  end,  though  a  few  waters  are 

™IT      ^'""^      "^"^g-    SPO^*^  has  exhibited  a 
C  i  improvement  at  salmon  towards  the  closinj 
days  and  on  the  sea-trout  lakes  and  rivers  sport 
has  been  good  at  the  latter  fish.    Sea  algfLTls 
been  productive  of  good  sport  at  the  prifciptl 
sta  ions  along  the  seaboard  from  BallycXnTo 
Killybegs  on  the  Atlantic  coast.   At  the  last  Bantry 
Petty  Sessions,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
Technical  lnstruction  summoned  Willfam  Fairclolth 
Fleetwood    master  of  the  steamer  Akranes  for 
Illegally  fishmg  on  Sept.  12  and  13  last,  Within  an 
imaginary  line  drawn  at  the  mouth  of  Bantry  Bay 
from  Crow  Head  to  Sheep  Head.    The  case  havSj 
TJ^'^J'^       Captain  Thompson,  of  the  Helaa 
and  Mr  May,  Officer  of  Coastguards  at  Bere  lIlS' 
the  defendant  was  fined  the  sum  of  £25  in  each  of 
the  two  cases,  andcosts  of  both  (£9  lis.  6d.),  the  net 

£59  lis  6d.  "'^  ^""^^^^  ^^"^ 

North  of  Ireland. 
At  time  of  writing,  the  rivers  yet  open  are  in  the 
very^best  condition  for  fly-fi,hi4.  The  run  of  sea! 
trout  and  late  salmon  is  very  po^r.  considering  the 
favoiu-able  state  of  the  rivers.  The  brown  trout  are 
going  qmckly  out  of  condition,  and  in  many  rivers 
they  are  not  worth  the  catching.  A  meeting  of  the 
hcence  holders  of  the  lower  or  tidal  division  o  the 
Colerame  District  was  held  at  Coleraine  on  Oct  14 
sent  purpose  of  electing  four  members  to  repre- 
sent them  on  the  Board  of  Conservators.  The  four 
elected,  on  a  poll  being  taken,  were  Messrs.  W  J 

Th«  fV  ^""^^       f  •  O'H-  aiid  W.  A.  FriieU 

The  fol  o^g  gentlemen  have  been  elected  toThe 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  comS 
^^^^r''^?  Electoral  Division.-Messre.  T  M 

F  m  a'  r^^'^r^'^f  I'^'^^'^-  P-  M'Auhffe.  and 
riv?n  I'^"^''-!,  Electoral  Divdsion._Messr^.  J 
?in^  M^-  F-  M.  Fitt,  R.  R.  Balli^. 

gall  JL  McIneraey,  and  A.  J.  B.  Smyth.    C.  Elec. 
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THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD, 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
ITiree  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 

NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Moume  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 
DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 
Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Manageress, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
R.  TuRNBULL,   Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
EuSTON,  1906.  General  Manager. 


PIKE,  ROACH.  PERCH,  &c. 


COOP  .  ■ 

FREE  . . 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hnnta. 


FURNISHED  COTTAGE 

TO  LET  AT  DEAL 

until  end  of  June,  or  for  three  months. 
Eight  good  rooms,  bath  (h.  and  o.),  piano, 
&c.  Close  to  sea  and  station.  Suit 
fishing  party.  Moderate  rent  to  careful 
tenant. — Apply  for  terms  to  Monk,  319, 
Clapham  Road,  S.W. 

Coarse  Fish  for  Stocking 
Purposes. 

Good,  strong,  healthy  Fish,  chiefly  Roach 
and  Bream,  from  Lincolnshire  waters, 
FOR  SALE. 


DENNIS,  59,  King's  Rd^Kingston-on-Tbames 


"WANTED. 

REEL  MAKERS  and 
SALMOH  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best    work    and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 

ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  w. 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing: 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe, 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman'Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
POREIQN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   Lane  PornK'|i„  London 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  ;C0. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


QUEER'S  UALIL.. 

OUEEX'S  BILL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENEY  J.  WOOD. 

November  3rfT,  at  3. 
Prelude,  "Tristan  und  Isolde"  ..  Wagner 

Suite  No.  1,  in  C   Bach 

New  Sinfonietta  in  G  minor      . .  Percy  Pitt  , 

(First  performance  in  London). 
Symphonic  Espagnole  (Violin  and 

Orchestra)  Lalo 

Trauermarsch  ("  Gbtterdiimmer- 

ung"  Wagner 

'Ride  of  the  Valkyries"  ("Die 

Walkiire ")  Wagner 

Solo  Violin— Senor  SARASATE. 


November  17th,  at  3, 
Symphonic  Poem,  "Vitava"     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  in  D   Brahms 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Ausfahrt 

und  SchifTbruch  "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE. 

December  1st,  at  3. 
Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  i,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "LesDjinns"..  Cfear  Fianck 
Solo  Pianoforte-M.  RAOTJL  PUGKO. 


December  15th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Patht^tique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gbtterdiim- 

memug ")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  before  Christmas. 
£1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after 
Christmas,  £1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets, 
7s.  6(?.,  5s.,  2.«.  ad.,  Is.,  of  nsual  Agents  ;  C'happell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Qneen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


SATURDAY  AFTEIt\OOyS  at  3, 

1906.    Nov.  3,  17,  Dec.  1,  J.T. 
1907.   Jan.  19,  Eeb.       16,  March  9. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  o'clock.  Jlr. 
C:harles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossraith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROJIISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  PaU  Mall. 

—Every  Evening  at  8.16.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  (l)y  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue.— Henry  Lowenfeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton,  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


FOR  SALE. 

A  heavy  split-cane  Thames 

TROUT  SPINNING  ROD 

by  Hardy  (Wheeley  pattern),  in  excellent 
order.    Also  a  three-piece 

GREENHEART  SEA  ROD 

by  Parlow,  the  property  of  the  late 
Haeold  William  Edwards. — Apply, 
POWELL  &  SKUES, 
34,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIROCLATBS  THKOUGHOUT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 
BUEMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &o. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  6d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Tmss  ov  Indu  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Wbitetriars  St.,  Tleet  St.,  E.g, 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROTAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING, 

Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


(MENDELSSOHN),  < 

On  THURSDAY,  NOV.  1st,  at  8. 


Miss  Agnes  Nicholls. 
Miss  Phyllis  Lett. 
M  iss  Edith  Kirkwood. 
Miss  Maria  Yelland. 


Organist :  Mr.  Balfour,  Mus.  Bao. 
Band  and  Chortis,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6<i.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
servetl),  5,<. ,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade), 
Is.  SEVEN  CONCERTS  will  be  given  during 
the  Season,  Six  being  Subscription.  Prices  for 
the  Subscription  Series  of  Si,\  Concerts ;  Stalls, 
£1  16s. ;  Arena,  £1 10s. ;  Balcony  (reserved),  £1  4s. 

Subscribers'  names  can  now  be  received,  seats 
secured,  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


Mr.  William  Green. 
Mr.  Herbert  Brown. 
Mr.  Vivian  Bennetts. 
Mr.  Graham  Smart. 


L.  &N.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Watertord,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Conneniara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal.  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  Ijy  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDtlNDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND  PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


HoUday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


nSHIMG  &  SP0RTIK6  PROPERTIES, 

Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


SEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 
Chibi  Offiob  : 
«,  ST.  BBIDB  STREBT.  LONDON.  B.C. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  3S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d.| 
or  13  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Ely  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  Folioy 
Indemnifying    you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehiele  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  Company,  Ltd 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

L  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Signed. .  ■ 
Address. 


The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Iniuranoe  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPEOIAL  NOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publiahere,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASOALir 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


PROPERTIES  witli  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  fiebtna  (Basette, 

BSTABLISHED  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager— 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 
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ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Harvey  Green. — Invest  a  shilling  in  "Angling 
and  How  to  Angle,"  Warne  and  Co.,  Bedford- 
street,  Strand. 


Xetters  to  the  iBbitox. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISHING  ON  LAKE  COMO. 
^  Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  will  find  Lake 
Como  well  stocked  with  fish — dace,  roach,  chub, 
perch,  pike  and  trout. 

I  fear  Como  is  not  the  ideal  spot  for  fishing, 
owing  to  its  being  on  the  main  tourist  highway 
between  Italy  and  Switzerland,  which,  together 
with  its  population  of  over  32,000,  is  not  conducive 
to  quiet  angling,  while  the  numerous  tourist  steamers 
and  boats  are  not  conducive  to  good  sport. 

I  should  advise  your  correspondent  to  try  some 
of  the  quiet  bays  beyond  Bellagio  and  Menaggio, 
but  not  beyond  Dongo  on  the  east  side  or  Dervio 
on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  as  the  Adda  falls  into 
the  lake  just  above  Colieo,  and  has  silted  up  that 
part  of  the  lake  with  the  usual  glacial  deposits  from 
the  Alps.  A  similar  state  of  things  is  found  where 
the  Rhone  enters  Lac  Leman,  the  Reuss  at  Lucerne, 
and  the  Aar  at  Brienz. 

The  trout  run  very  large,  and  are  more  Uke  Salmo 
hucho  than  ferox.  I  have  often  seen  them  251b. 
and  351b.  They  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  obtained 
by  all  kinds  and  manner  and  means  better  left 
unexplained,  and  sold  to  the  numerous  hotels, 
where  they  afterwards  figure  on  the  menu 
"  Saumon  au  Gratin,"  etc. 

They  do  not  rise  to  the  fly,  but  are  got  by  trolhng 
deep  with  a  big  spoon  or  large  bright  dace,  heavily 
weighted,  for  Lake  Como,  Kke  Lago  Maggiore,  is 
very  deep— over  1300ft.  deep  in  some  parts— and 
these  monsters  are  only  to  be  foimd  in  the  deepest 
parts,  although  occasionally  approacliing  the  bays 
in  the  cool  and  quiet  of  the  evening. 

It  is  best  to  make  a  bargain  beforehand  for  boat 
and  man,  and  six  or  seven  francs  per  day  is  sufficient. 
Worms  are  the  best  baits  to  use  with  float,  while 
ordinary  Scotch  sea-trout  flies  of  bright  colour 
answer  well  for  the  smaller  fry  with  strong  but 
fine  easts. 

After  all,  angling  should  have  its  Umitations, 
and  only  be  the  means  to  an  end— especially  on 
the  ItaHan  lakes,  with  their  wealth  of  artistic  work 
and  associations.  The  remains  of  the  Renaissance, 
both  ecclesiastical  and  secular,  which  for  beauty 
of  design,  riclmess  of  ornament  and  colour  have 
never  been  surpassed,  apart  from  the  magnificent 
prospect  of  distant  snow-capped  peaks,  with  a 
foreground  of  richly-wooded  bays,  teeming  with 
colour,  and  all  reflected  in  blue  depths  of  Como, 
IS  shall  we  say,  an  intellectual  feast  for  the  Gods, 
while  your  inquirer,  Mr.  Editor,  is  pottering  about 
with  a  rod  and  a  few  worms. — Yours  truly, 

James  F.  Carruthers  Bell. 


A  GRAND  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — "Novice,"  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  13, 
asks  if  It  is  unusual  for  roach  (ergo,  all  non-predaceous 
fish)  to  follow  to  the  suface  a  hooked  "  pal." 

Fishing  in  private  water  in  Herts  a  few  weeks 
ago— water  you  wot  of  well— I  looked  in  for  two 
hours  in  the  evening  whilst  a  friend,  from  five  to 
seven  o'clock,  fairly  hanked  out  "  eighty-four  fine 
rudd,  many  IJlb.  to  IJlb.,  and  mostly  pounders. 
1  could  not  net  for  him  as  he  was  just  dangling  his 
hook  from  the  bridge  into  three  feet  of  water,  and 
he  got  them  all  from  one  little  clear  space  outside 
an  unapproachable  bank— just  hauled  them  up  to 
the  bridge  and  over  on  to  the  grass,  and  as  each  fish 
was  hooked  and  hauled  out  so  the  others  pushed  up 
after  it  to  the  top  of  the  gin  clear  water  !  This  was 
repeated  every  time  the  lump  of  paste  was  dropped 
in,  and  a  fish  promptly  seized  it  and  was  struck. 

I  fished  the  place  myself  a  few  days  later  and 
struck  the  same  luck,  but  never  a  fish  could  I  get 
that  side  of  the  bridge.  On  the  other  side  I  got  a 
grand  show  of  rudd  in  2ft.  6in.  of  clear  water,  and 
they  were  much  admired  at  my  club— the  True 
Caledonians.  In  every  case  as  I  hauled  each  fish 
out  so  the  others  rushed  up  after  it,  and  thus  also 
with  the  few  fine  ones  I  took  over  the  reeda  from 
the  bank. 

An  extraordinary  and  veracious  bream  fishing 
incident  is  worth  relating.  I  have  the  privilege  of 
fishing  a  long  string  of  absolutely  private  meadows 
on  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  and  this  summer  the  fine 
bream  we  take  there  have  fixed  on  one  space— six 
yards  in  length— all  the  water  being  deep  from 
the  banks,  and  all  this  summer  the  water  has  been 
gin  clear.  My  fishing  friend  (Mr.  W.  Javens)  and 
myself  arrived  on  one  of  the  last  of  the  very  hot 
•unny  afternoons  for  a  two  days'  "  breaming,"  and 


found  our  host's  brother  camped  on  the  bank,  a 
gipsy  pot  boiling,  four  ladies  in  white  dresses,  some 
cheerful  youngsters  also  in  whites,  and  no  less  than 
aix  long  bamboos,  with,  Oh  !  such  tackle  hanging 
out  over  the  six-yard  swim.  We  were  greeted  with 
howls,  "  We've  got  'em  all,"  and  on  the  bank,  lo  ! 
a  heap  of  grand  carp-bream  from  2Jlb.  up  to  41b. 
So  the  game  went  on — sometimes  two  floats  down 
at  once,  war  whoops  and  yells,  "  Jack,  your  float's 
gone,"  etc.,  etc.,  and  wild  dancing  and  stamping, 
and  yet  they  pulled  'em  out — the  last  one,  at  dusk, 
going  well  over  5^1b.  !  My  friend  and  I  got  up  at 
4  a.m.,  fished  all  day  the  same  swim  with  every 
bait  and  tackle,  and  got  never  a  bite  ! 

How  about  silence,  precaution,  early  morning, 
late  at  night,  and  all  that  sort  of  rot  for  bream 
fishing  ? 

Since  then  I  have  brought  to  my  club  a  topping 
little  show  of  bream  ex  this  one  swim,  also  much 
admired,  several  31b.,  best  4Jlb.,  but  the  canons 
of  cautious  bream  fishing  are  (for  me)  torn  to 
shreds. — Yours  truly,  Fred.  Mansell. 


A  GRAND  ROACH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Novice,"  who  tells  us 
he  caught  a  roach  of  21b.  12oz.,  the  biggest  roach 
ever  caught  on  rod  and  line  weighed  31b.  3|oz.  It 
was  caught  in  September  of  last  year  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
on  the  Colne,  near  Harefield.  Mr.  J.  F.  Stow 
vouched  for  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  yet,  though  I 
wrote  to  him  personally,  he  never  told  me  on  what 
bait  it  met  its  end.  Of  course,  as  everybody  knows, 
the  biggest  roach  of  which  we  have  any  record  is 
the  31b.  10|oz.  fish  which  was  netted  in  November, 
1904,  at  the  emptying  of  a  reservoir  near  Bristol, 
but  netted  fish  do  not  count. 

By  the  way,  is  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  absolutely  convinced 
that  the  391b.  pike  caught  in  Lochmaben  was  netted, 
and  not  caught  by  rod  fishing  ?  There  are  two 
versions  still  going  the  round  of  the  papers.  Which 
is  the  correct  one  ? — Yours  truly, 
Lancaster.  Ernest  Phillips. 

[Our  South  of  Scotland  reporter  distinctly  stated 
that  "  the  large  pike  of  391b.  caught  in  the  Dumfries- 
shire Cattle  Loch  at  Lochmaben  was  taken  in  a  net, 
and  not  with  rod  and  line,  as  given  out.  It  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Frank  Hampson,  of  •  Ye  Old  Man  eind  Scythe ' 
Club,  Bolton."    See  p.  263,  Oct.  6,  1906.— Ed.J 


KEATING  TO  THE  RESCUE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of 
your  readers  to  know  that  I  have  this  season  used  a 
preventive  to  keep  off  flies,  which  in  this  part  of 
Ireland  have  been  very  numerous  and  a  source  of 
constant  torment.  The  recipe  is  a  simple  one, 
being  nothing  but  a  well-known  insect  powder 
(Keating's)  sprinkled  on  the  shoulders  and  rubbed 
on  the  hands  of  the  piscatorial  enthusiast. 

I  trust  you  will  give  this  pubUcity  for  the  benefit 
of  the  fishing  fraternity  at  large,  who  must  have 
suffered  particularly  this  year  from  these  pests. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  H.  Sutton. 

Berehaven. 


HOOKED  AND  LOST  AND  HOOKED  AGAIN. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Noticing  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley- 
Pennell's  letter  on  this  subject  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  13,  I  thought  the  following  might  be 
of  some  interest. 

While  live-baiting  for  pike  in  a  fairly  large  lake 
on  November  25  last  year,  I  hooked,  and  for 
several  minutes  played,  a  moderately  good  jack, 
but  lost  him  owing  to  the  running  line  breaking 
about  a  yard  below  the  float.  Fishing  on  Decem- 
ber 25  some  300  yards  from  the  place  where  he 
broke  away,  I  got  into  and  killed  the  same  fish 
(5^1b.),  recovering  my  snap  tackle,  wire  trace  (a  yard 
long),  and  about  two  feet  of  line.  One  triangle  was 
fast  in  the  corner  of  his  mouth  ;  the  second  time  of 
hooking  I  got  him  in  the  other  side  of  jaw.  The 
fish  was  in  splendid  condition  and  fought  well. 

This  does  not  look  as  if  pike  feel  pain  or  are 
bothered  by  a  yard  or  two  of  loose  line. — Yours 
truly,  F.  E.  Arthur  Cook. 

[I  think  every  angler  of  any  experience  must 
have  proved  by  proof  similar  to  that  given  by  Mr. 
Cook  that  fish  seem  to  bother  themselves  very  httle 
about  a  bit  of  line  hanging  from  their  mouths  with 
hooKs  inside ;  but  I  think  all  fish  should  be  killed  as 
soon  as  caught,  and  not  left  to  gasp  away  their 
ife.— Ed.] 


WANTED  A  SOLOMON  1 
Deab  Sir, — Mr.  Millar,  one  of  the  best  known 
Brighton  sea  anglers,  and  Mr.  Godbold  were  fishing 
a  few  weeks  ago  in  a  boat,  as  "  Dragnet "  pointed 
out  on  Oct.  13.  Mr.  Godbold  stuck  to  a  fish,  and 
began  winding  in.  Mr.  Millar  during  this  operation 
also  felt  a  fish,  and  when  both  had  wound  in  they 
thought  they  were  foul  of  each  other,  but  discovered 
that  a  plaice  had  taken  a  bait>  on  each  line.  Mr. 


Godbold  says  that  aa  he  felt  the  bite  first  it  was 
really  his  fish.  Mr.  Millar,  on  the  other  hand,  says 
that  as  the  plaice  had  taken  his  bait  right  down, 
and  Mr.  Godbold's  bait  was  merely  hooked  into  the 
lips  of  the  fish,  the  plaice  was  in  reality  his.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  each  should  say  the  plaice 
belonged  to  the  other  as  a  matter  of  courtesy, 
reserving  their  secret  opinion  in  the  innermost 
recesses  of  their  hearts. 

"Dragnet"  suggests  tossing  up  for  the  fish,  and 
that  also  has  been  thought  of  here,  but  it  is  too  late 
to  do  so  now.  All  Brighton  is  in  a  ferment  at  this 
burning  question  of  whose  fish  it  was!  In  my 
previous  record  of  the  affair  I  omitted  to  mention 
the  views  that  each  angler  had  on  the  point.  I 
dare  not  give  my  own  opinion  for  fear  of  sudden 
death  at  the  hands  of  one  or  other  of  these  valiant 
sea  anglers.  But  I  may  say  in  confidence  to  you 
that  it  is  likely  that  the  plaice  quietly  took  Mr. 
Millar's  bait  and  found  it  so  good  that  he  moved 
quickly  to  the  other,  when  he  felt  the  hook  and  was 
struck  by  Mr.  Godbold.  It  really  seems  a  plaice 
for  betting  about,  but  a  place  for  betting  is  illegal. 
The  fish  was  certainly  caught  on  a  couplet — that  is, 
two  lines  ! — Yours  truly,     R.  Warren  Vernon. 

KNOTS  FOR  DROP  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  information  of  your  corre- 
spondent "  W.  A."  and  others,  let  me  say  the  double 
portion  of  the  casting  line  referred  to  in  my  previous 
letter  is  supposed  to  have  been  produced  by  laying 
the  two  strands  of  gut  togetln-i  purallel  and  using  a 
simple  single  hitch  as  if  they  wore  but  one  at  each 
end  of  the  double  part,  and  thr  useless  fag  end  being 
removed.  A  fisherman's  knot  would  answer  as  well, 
but  the  other  is  said  to  be  tl^e  smallest  knot  one 
can  make — there  may  be  others  squall;  e;ood.  The 
clove-hitch  shown  by  "W.  A."  Fi*h'.ng  Gazette  of 
Oct.  13,  page  290)  is  no  doubt  exc  ''ent.  but  rather 
difficult  to  open  in  order  to  change  a  fly  while  wet, 
more  so  I  think  than  the  hitch  I  figured,  which  aLo 
completely  embraces  the  double  gut. 

An  article  on  fishing  knots,  clearly  illustrated, 
would  doubtless,  as  suggested,  be  warmU  welcomed 
by  your  readers — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

FISHING  IN  THE  CHURNEl' 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Sept.  29,  1  noticed 
that  Mr.  A.  C.  Sharpe  made  an  inquiry  about  the 
fishing  in  the  Churnet  in  Stafiordshire. 

This  beautiful  stream  was  up  to  a  year  or  two 
ago  polluted  by  dye  works,  etc.,  but  I  cannot  say  if 
any  improvement  has  recently  been  made.  Then, 
was,  however,  a  stretch  near  the  junction  with  the 
Dove,  containing  dace  and  grayling,  belonging  to 
the  Uttoxeter  Angling  Association.  This  club  has 
about  eight  miles  of  fishing  on  the  Dove,  Churnet, 
and  Tean  Brook.  The  secretary  is  Sergeant-Major 
Garwood,  Uctoxeter,  and  the  annual  subscription 
£2  2s.,  with  an  entrance  fee  of  £1.  Day  tickets  are 
issued  at  2s.  6d.  by  the  secretary,  or  by  Messrs. 
Foster  Bros.,  Ashbourne. 

Accommodation  can  be  had  at  the  Railway  Hotel, 
Rocester.— Yours  truly,  C.  A.  S. 

[Many  thanks. — Ed.] 


ADDRESS  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  obtain  the  address  of 
a  Mr.  Peel,  who  was  the  purchaser  of  a  split-cane 
trout  rod  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  at  a  sale  by 
auction  of  the  rods  and  other  sporting  effects  of  the 
late  Mr.  Harold  Wilham  Edwards,  of  The  Lodge, 
Eynsham,  Oxford. 

-  There  is  a  spare  top  and  a  rod  bag  left  in  my  hands 
which  I  suspect  belong  to  that  lot,  and  if  the 
purchaser  would  communicate  with  me  at  my  office, 
34,  Essex-street,  Strand,  I  should  be  glad  to  let  him 
have  the  top  if  it  belongs  to  the  rod. — Youra 
faithfully,  G.  E.  M.  Sktjes. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  extracted  from  our  record  book 
the  total  weight  of  fish  (all  above  scale  size),  fresh- 
water, weighed  in  by  our  members  during  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  and  the  result 
very  much  surprised  me,  and  I  hope  may  prove  of 
some  interest  to  you. 

The  figures  are  as  follows : — Roach  only  (of  which 
thirty-eight  were  over  lib.),  Icwt.  2qr.  41b.  5oz. 
lOJdr.  ;  perch,  dace,  etc.  (no  pike),  Iqr.  91b.  12oz. 
lOdr. — total,  Icwt.  3qr.  141b.  2oz.  4idr. — and  I 
think  are  very  satisfactory  for  a  society  of  our 
dimensions  and  age,  especially  as  the  water  at  our 
disposal  is  very  limited. — Yours  truly, 

H.  W.  EvEBSON,  Hon.  Sec. 


"  ALTNACEALGACH." 
Dear  Sib, — It  was  late  in  May  of  the  present 
season  that  I  went,  on  the  recommendation  of  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  to  Altnacealgach.    I  arrived 
a  complete  stranger,  and  was  not  long  in  finding 
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out  that  my  lines  had  fallen  in  a  pleasant  place,  for 
I  received  a  most  kindly  welcome  from  host  and 
liostesa  alike.  I  discovered  that  Mr.  Macdonald  had 
engaged  the  services  of  a  most  capable  and  sport- 
loving  gillie  for  me,  who  became  my  sole  companion 
during  the  daytime  for  the  succeeding  four  months. 
During  my  residence  at  this  well-known  angler's 
paradise  I  met  many  delightful  fellow-fishermen. 
(All  anglers  being  of  this  description,  the  statement 
may  seem  superfluous.)  The  summer  proved  very 
wet  in  Sutherlandshire.  However,  it  was  an  ideal 
one  from  a  piscator's  point  of  view,  and  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  killing  many  most  excellent  baskets 
of  trout,  as  also  did  many  of  the  other  fishers — to 
wit,  I  remember  one  night  seeing  upwards  of  2801b. 
of  trout  brought  in  from  tlie  various  lochs. 

The  following  is  the  record  of  my  personal  catch, 
as  summarised  from  my  note-book: — 1616  trout, 
6561b  ;  7oz.  average.  Largest  fish,  71b.  Best  day's 
work,  seven  fish,  31|lb. — Yours  truly, 

Ivingussie,  N.B.  J.  Robertson  Reid. 


FISHING  IN  BUSHEY  PARK. 
Deah  Slb, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
tell  me  if  fishing  is  allowed  in  either  of  the  ponds 
in  Bushey  Park.?  Is  a  permit  necessary  ?  If  so, 
where  can  it  be  obtained,  and  what  fish  are  there 
to  be  caught  ?    And  oblige, — Yours  truly, 

H.  T.  Carpenter. 
[Apply  for  permit  to  the  Ranger.    Coarse  fish 
generally. — Ed.] 


I      A  REMARKABLE  EXPERIENCE  ON 
1  LOUGH]  MASK. 

Deae  Sir, — It  was  a  terribly  rough'day  on  Lough 
Mask,  with  rainstorms  continually  sweeping  down 
the  lake,  and  a  regular  big  sea  rimning  in  the  centre. 
We  had  managed  to  reach  a  small  sheltered  bay 
during  a  lull  in  the  storm,  though  even  there  it  was 
quite  gusty  enough.  My  friend  and  myself  managed 
to  get  four  trout,  6flb.,  on  the  dap  before  tlu'ee 
o'clock,  though  the  dap  was  more  often  in  the  air 
than  on  the  water  ;  at  the  end  of  the  drift  the  bay 
was  fairly  deep,  and,  as  we  turned  to  row  to  the 
top  again,  I  put  out  a  trolUng  rod  with  a  small 
mother-of-pearl  spoon.  Scarcely  had  it  been  out 
three  minutes  when  I  felt  a  terrific  pull,  and  out 
went  the  line,  but  immediately  became  slack  again, 
and  the  fish,  whatever  it  was,  gone.  In  the  meantime 
the  storm  had  increased,  and  after  taking  another 
drift  we  decided  to  abandon  dapping  as  hopeless, 
and  have  a  troU  round  with  two  rods.  The  first 
turn  we  took  I  got  a  heavy  tug  at  the  spoon,  though 
notliing  like  the  other,  and  in  another  minute  out 
went  the  Une  and  a  large  pike  gUded  in  and  out 
of  the  water  like  a  huge  trout.  He  continued  doing 
this  and  taking  good  runs  till  I  got  him  played  out, 
and  after  gaffing  him  we  made  his  weight  27 Jib., 
which  was  ^afterwards  found  to  be  correct  on  the 
hotel  scales.  Having  another  pearl  spoon  I  gave 
it  to  my  friend  to  put  on  his  rod,  and,  after  rowing 
rovmd  a  couple  more  times,  he  got  two  great  shakes 
at  his  rod,  and  had  hooked  another  fish  ;  this  fish 
he  played  for  close  on  ten  minutes,  and  then  lost 
him.  We  never  saw  him,  but  he  must  have  been 
a  long  way  over  201b.  Almost  immediately  after- 
wards he  hooked  another  large  fish,  which,  after 
a  great  fight,  we  gaffed,  and  found  to  weigh  exactly 
201b.  After  taking  two  more  turns,  my  friend 
got  a  tremendous  pull  at  his  rod,  but  only  had  tlie 
fish  on  a  couple  of  minutes  when  he  got  off.  After 
another  turn  round,  just  as  we  got  to  the  same  spot, 
I  was  reeling  up  my  line  to  see  if  there  was  any 
weed  on,  when  I  hooked  what  I  am  convinced  was 
the  heaviest  fish  we  had  been  into.  I  played  him 
for  over  ten  minutes,  when  he  came  straight  at 
the  boat,  and  I  just  got  a  glimpse  of  a  huge  back 
as  he  disappeared  under,  and  then  my  line  came 
back  with  the  fish  gone.  Though  I  have  been 
lucky  enough  to  get  some  heavy  pike  since,  I  have 
never  had  another  time  with  them  like  this.  It 
was  a  remarkable  experience,  and  a  thing  that  does 
not  happen  often  in  a  Ufetime's  fishing,  I  should 
imagine.  We  ran  six  fish  all  over  201b.,  at  the 
lowest  estimate,  and  got  two  of  27|lb.  and  201b. 
Of  course  it  is  just  possible  that  the  two  we  only 
just  had  on  for  a  couple  of  minutes  came  again, 
but  I  hardly  think  it  probable. 

Though  we  have  fished  the  same  bay  many  times 
before,  and,  I  need  hardly  add,  very  many  times 
since,  we  have  never  hooked  another  fish  there. — 
Yours  truly,  Biolake. 


SHOULD  THE  GUT  CAST  'BE  "GREASED  IN 
DRY-FLY  FISHING  ? 
Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  subscriber  to  the  Fishing 
QazeMe,  may  I  trouble  you  for  a  little  information 
on  the  subject  of  dry-fly  fishing  ?  Having  just 
read  Mr.  F.  G.  Shaw's  book,  "  The  Science  of  Dry- 
Fly  Fishing,"  I  notice  that  gentleman  recommends 
the  casting  Une  should  be  slightly  rubbed  witli 
vaseline  as  well  as  the  wheel  line.    Up  to  this  I 


was  under  the  impression  that  no  grease  should 
touch  the  casting  line,  as  such  had  the  effect  of 
scaring  the  trout.  Will  you  kindly  let  me  have 
your  views  on  this  subject  in  the  next  copy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  oblige — Yours  truly. 

Floater. 

[The  usual  plan  is  not  to  grease  the  gut  cast,  and 
most  dry-fly  anglers  like  it  to  sink  a  little.  Mr. 
Fred  G.  Shaw  is  a  clever  dry-fly  fisher,  and  if  he 
greases  his  cast  it  does  not  appear  to  interfere  with 
the  good  baskets  he  makes  on  the  Itchen  and  on  otiier 
chalk  streams.  If  the  cast  floats  the  fly  will  not 
drag  quite  so  soon  perhaps. — Ed.] 
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FISHING  PROSECUTIONS  IN 
CARNARVONSHIRE. 


Dear  Sir,— -It  might  interest  some  of  your 
angling  friends  to  hear  that  an  angling  association 
has  been  formed  for  the  rivers  in  and  about  Car- 
narvon. Tliis  association  was  started  by  calling 
together  as  many  as  possible  of  the  anglers  who 
take  out  licences  in  the  district,  and  at  their  first 
meeting  an  executive  committee  was  appointed  to 
meet  at  stated  intervals  to  regulate  the  work  of 
the  association,  which,  among  many  praiseworthy 
objects,  included  the  reporting  of  any  illegal  fisliing 
seen  by  the  members  (who  are  bound  by  their  rules 
to  report  any  transgression  of  the  fishery  laws) ; 
also  any  suggestions  for  the  improvement  of  fisliing 
generally. 

The  association  met  first,  I  believe,  in  July, 
and  since  then  their  committee  have  several  times 
met  with  good  results.  A  munber  of  cases  have 
been  reported,  including  two  distinct  charges  of 
using  dynamite  in  the  River  Seiont,  Carnarvon. 
Summonses  were  issued,  and  in  each  case  two 
parties  were  convicted,  and  fined  5s.  and  costs  in 
each  charge.  (I  am  told  that  the  maximum  fine 
is  £20,  or  imprisonment.) 

The  paltriness  of  the  fines  has  fairly  taken  the 
breath  out  of  the  angUng  association.  What  is  to 
be  done  ?  The  magistrates  sitting  at  the  borough 
petty  sessions  (where  the  case  was  heard)  are 
generally  composed  of  tradesmen  or  others  depen- 
dent upon  tlie  public  for  their  living,  and,  pre- 
sumably, dare  not,  for  political  and  other  reasons, 
impose  fines  which  would  be  really  felt  by  the 
culprits.  Surely  a  minimum  fine  should  be  fixed 
in  any  new  Fishery  Bill,  so  as  to  prevent  repetition 
of  these  kinds  of  offences. 

I  am  also  told  that,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the 
Bench  to  impose  proper  fines,  and  the  former 
neglect  of  anglers  to  report  infringements  of  the 
Fishery  Laws,  several  riparian  owners  in  this  and 
other  districts  in  North  Wales  are  gradually  closing 
their  land  to  the  public  ;  and  can  it  be  wondered 
at,  when,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  owner,  an  angler, 
allowed  to  fish  in  private  water  without  any  im- 
position or  payment  whatever,  fails  to  report  or 
otherwise  prevent  any  illegal  practices  which  he 
comes  across  in  course  of  his  angling. 

I  am  told  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
sufficient  reliable  evidence  to  secure  conviction, 
and  the  magistrates,  being  fully  aware  of  this, 
should  certainly  be  expected  to  make  a  forcible 
example  of  those  against  whom  a  clear  case  is 
proved. — Yours  truly, 

A  Travellino  Fisherman. 

PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  can  give  me  information  about 
good  pike  fishing  near  London  during  this  month, 
and  oblige.— Yours  truly,        Percy  G.  Bailey. 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLTT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  can  assure  Mr.  Hardy  that  I  have 
"  read  the  earlier  parts  of  this  correspondence."  It 
started  owing  to  a  statement  that  ;under  certain 
circumstances  split-cane  rods  would  assume  a  certain 
curve.  This  statement  was  [absolutely  correct,  and 
readily  demonstrable  both  practically  and  scienti- 
fically. Nevertheless,  Mr.  Hardy  denied  it  with 
much  positiveness,  and  he  further  assumed  that  it 
was  a  reflection  on  the  merits  of  cane,  although 
such  was  far  from  being  the  case.  For  proof  as  to 
the  relative  stiffness  of  the  materials  there  is  no 
necessity  for  Mr.  Hardy  to  wait  for  an  acceptance  of 
his  offer  to  build  a  cane  rod  to  excel  an  opponent's 
greenheart.  Let  him  produce  two  of  his  first  quality 
rods,  one  of  cane,  the  other  greenheart,  of  similar 
sectional  areas  throughout,  and  submit  them  for 
you  to  test  as  to  stiffness  only.  He  can  rest  assured 
that  999  out  of  every  thousand  of  your  readers 
are  quite  sufficiently  satisfied  of  his  good  faith  to 
accept  the  result  as  readily  as  they  would  were  the 
rods  made  by  rival  makers. 

I  willingly  admit  that  I  thinh  that  it  would  be 
unwise  to  use  a  5oz.  rod  for  tournament  casting  in 
an  event  wherein  8oz.  was  the  limit.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  a  man  knew  that  the  distance  he  would 
need  to  cast  would  be  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty 


yards  and  designed  a  35oz.  rod  to  do  it  with  I 
hold  that  he  would  be  showing  considerable  lack  of 
confidence  in  his  material." 

In  a  tournament  the  distances  that  will  be  done 
can  be  predicted,  at  any  rate  within  a  few  yards, 
and  presumably  Mr.  Hardy  built  his  rod  to  cast 
about  the  record  distance — and  failed.  If,  however, 
ho  built  it  with  the  idea  of  ,'greatly  exceeding  this 
distance  its  failure  is  even  more  pronoimced. , 
(j  (I  regret  that  ,Mr.  Hardy  takes  exception  to  my 
suggestion  that  possibly  since  the  tournament  his 
knowledge  of  the  capabilities  of  split-cane  had  been 
extended.  No  man  is  so  well  versed  in  any  subject 
as  to  be  beyond  acquiring  further  knowledge.  How- 
ever, after  reading  his  confession  of  faith  in  the 
52oz.  rod  I  unreservedly  withdraw  my  suggestion, 
and  believe  that  his  knowledge  has  not  been 
extended. 

r:I  hope  he  will  forgive  me  for  saying  that  I 
think  his  ex  parte  statement,  "  I  should  have 
been  an  easy  winner  only  for  an  unfortunate 
mistake,"  "had  better  been  left  unwritten." — • 
Yours  truly.  Unbiased. 


FISHING  ON  LOUGH  MASK. 
Dbab  Sir, — During  forty-one  day.s'  fishing  I  had 
the  following  sport  on  Lough  Mask.  A  week  in 
August  and  thirteen  consecutive  days  in  September 
were  impossible  for  fly  fishing  or  dap,  owing  to  dead 
calms  prevailing  during  the  entire  day.  Forty-six 
trout,  671b.  5oz.,  on  dap.  Heaviest  trout,  SJlb., 
Slb.  5oz.,  31b.  5oz.,  Slb.  8oz.,  31b.  Soz.,  21b.  lOoz., 
21b.  lOoz.,  2|lb.,  2Jlb.,  etc.  Best  days  :  eleven  trout, 
17Jlb.  (two  rods),  six  trout,  181b.  lOoz.,  five  trout, 
II  lb.  lOoz.,  five  trout,' 91b.  2oz.  All  the  above  were 
got  on  dap  with  exception  of  six  on  artificial  fly. 
In  eight  consecutive  days'  trolling  during  hot  spell 
in  September  : — Three  trout,  101b.  5oz.,  71b.  4oz., 
61b.  2oz.  ;  nine  pike,  20jlb.,  .211b.,  181b.,  161b., 
15|lb.,  141b.  5oz.,  16Jlb.,  12lb.,  Bib.  Also  on  other 
different  occasions,  one  pike,  27Jlb. ;  one  trout, 
4|lb.,  and  one  trout  3|lb.,  and  many  small  pike. — • 
Yours  truly,  Alick  Duncan. 


COARSE  FISHING  IN  WALES  OR 
YORKSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  tell  me  where  I  can  get 
some  coarse  fishing  in  Wales,  naming  the  town  or 
place;  also  in  Yorkshire.  Or  if  there  is  none  to  be 
had  in  those  two  places,  where  might  I  be  success- 
ful ? — Yours  truly,         '  Max  Hundebt. 


ROACH  AS  PIKE  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  Mr.  Martin's 
letter  in  reference  to  the  use  of  roach  as  pike  bait, 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  22, 
and  also  your  editorial  remarks  thei'eon. 

Personally,  I  must  agree  with  your  correspondent 
in  his  contention  that  roach  are  equally  as  effective 
as  dace  as  live-bait  for  pike,  but  I  cannot  endorse 
his  statement  that  roach  are  more  difficult  to 
procure,  except,  of  course,  in  the  sense  that  dealers 
in  London  do  not  stock  them,  as  they  are  to  be 
found  in  almost  every  stream  and  pond,  whereas 
dace  are  abundant  only  in  some  streams. 

Again,  I  fail  to  sae  why  there  should  be  any 
difficulty  in  keeping  roach  in  stock,  provided  they 
are  not  overcrowded  and  are  well  looked  after. 

As  regards  your  comment  on  poaching,  I  cannot 
see  that  this  should  apply  to  roach  any  more  than 
to  dace ;  and  surely,  since  live-bait  must  and  will 
continue  td  be  used,  roach  can,  owing  to  their 
superior  numbers,  be  more  easily  spared. 

It  seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Martin's  letter  opens  up 
a  question  of  interejt,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
what  other  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  to 
say  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

A.  G.  Thacker. 


SEA  FISHING  REGULATIONS  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  correspondents 
inform  me  as  to  where  I  can  get  a  complete  list  of 
the  regulations  of  saa  netting  (not  including 
trawling)  ?  Sea  fishing  here  is,  on  the  whole, 
brightening  up,  several  nice  bass  being  taken. 

Pier  anglers  have  poor  sport.  Hoping  this  letter 
will  receive  consideration, — Yours  truly, 

Eastbourne.  K.  M.  C  Neile. 

[Our  correspondent  should  apply  to  the  secretary 
of  the  Boa-d  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  White- 
hall.—Eo.] 

FISHING  AT  ST.  ALBANS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  some  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  informationVe  fishing  in  this  district 
— what  is  to  be  caught  in  the  Colne,  and  price  of  day 
tickets  ?  I  am  anxious  for  som  j  fishing  in  this 
quarter,  and  only  know  of  Elstree  Reservoir,  which 
is  poor  sport  compared  to  river  Gah.  Any  informa- 
t'on  will  oblige. — Yours  truly,  O.  D.  Ansell. 
{Several  letters  a/re  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Trout  Disease  in  Tasmania— Trout  said  to  Have 
"  True  Cancer." 

Heeb  Jaffe,  the  •well-known  pisciculturist  of 
Osnabriick,  Hanover,  writes  with  reference  to  the 
diseased  Tasmanian  trout  recently  mentioned  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  I  am  sorry  indeed  to  hear  that 
"true  cancer"  has  been  traced  to  rainbows  and 
janos  according  to  Herr  Jaffe. 

"  Dear  Mb.  Mabston,— I  believe  the  Tasmanians 
wrote  to  you  the  other  day  about  some  of  their 
rambows  turning  black.  The  symptoms  given  by 
them  undoubtedly  point  to  bad  inflammation  of 
the  intestines,  the  blackness  (and  blindness)  is  a 
secondary  symptom.  Lime  the  ponds  and  destroy 
aU  affected  fish— catching.  Reason— flesh  diet  • 
get  them  on  to  natural  food  if  possible;  trans- 
plant, if  nothing  else  is  to  be  had,  fry  and  year- 
Imgs  of  plant-feeding  fish  (rudd,  etc.)  into  the  ponds 
regularly.  ^ 

"Cannot  you  get  your  cancer  research  fund  people 
to  despatch  a  medical  youngster  to  New  Zealand  -> 
Iheyhave  true  cancer  there  in  their  trout- breeding 
ponds,  and  something  very  similar  was  reported 
to  me  from  King  Williamstown  (South  Africa) 
early  this  year— rainbows  and  some  farios  —With 
kmd  regards,  yours,  "S.J." 


A  Brace  of  Salmon  at  the  First  Attempt. 

Mr.  John  T.  Woodard,  the  well-known  architect, 
ot  London,  who  is  visiting  Mr.  Fitz-Norman  Ellis 
at  his  Welsh  residence,  Butterpool,  Pont-y-Pant 
was  fortunate  enough  to  catch  two  fine  fresh-run 
salmon,  one  weighing  131b.,  in  the  Lledr;  which  is 
the  more  remarkable  from  the  fact  of  its  being  his 
farst  attempt  at  salmon  fishing.  On  Oct  19  he 
had  another  salmon  of  about  101b.,  but  being  a 
hen  fash  heavy  in  spawn  he,  of  course,  returned  it 
to  the  water. 


Black  Bass  Propagation. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Wish,  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  secretary  of 
the  Forest,  Fish  and  Game  Commission  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  sends  me  a  copy  of  the  eleventh 
annual  report,  from  which  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
the  Commission  proposes  to  take  up  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  small-mouthed  black  bass.  Mr.  James 
S.  Whipple,  the  Commissioner,  says,  "There  is  no 
better  game  or  food  fish  than  the  black  bass  " — 
this  is  what  nearly  every  American  angler  and 
angling  wi-iter  says  of  the  fish.  I  have  often  quoted 
Dr.  James  A.  Henshall's  enthusiastic  opinion  of  the 
fish,  as  expressed  in  his  two  excellent  works,  "  The 
Black  Bass"  and  "More  about  the  Black  Bass," 
and  I  regret  that  attempts  to  acclimatise  the  fish 
in  England  have  all  been  failures. 


Rapid  Growth  of  Rainbows  in  Tasmania. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Harrison,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Northern 
Tasmanian  Fisheries'  Association,  writes  to  me  on 
Sept.  13  :— 

"Dear  Mb.  Marston,— Knowing  the  interest 
you  take  in  all  matters  piscatorial,  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  enclosing  a  clipping  from  a  local  paper 
on  the  growth  of  rainbow  trout  in  this  State,  which 
may  also  interest  the  numerous  readers  of  your 
paper. 

"The  actual  age  of  the  oldest  fish  in  the  lake  at 
the  time  of  writing  is  two  years  and  ten  months, 
and  this  only  applies  to  the  first  lot  liberated,  as 
some  were  added  the  following  year." 

Extract  from  Examiner,  Sept.  10,  1906  :— 
"Rainbow  Teout  in  Lake  Leake— Splendid 
Gbowth. 

"A  few  days  back  the  Northern  Fisheries' 
Association  received  a  report  from  Mr.  A.  F. 
Sharland,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Midlands  branch, 
that  rainbow  trout  were  showing  in  numbers  in 
Snow  river,  running  into  I-ake  Leake.  The 
information  came  from  a  shepherd  in  the  service 
of  Mr.  Lance  Archer,  proprietor  of  the  land  in  that 
vicinity.  Similar  word  was  also  brought  to  Mr. 
T.  W.  H.  Clarke,  of  Quorn  Hall,  by  Caretaker 
Spencer,  employed  by  the  Midland  Water  Trust, 
at  Lake  Leake.  Mr.  Clarke,  who  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  matters  of  sport,  immediately  visited 
the  locality,  and  found  the  fish  gathered  in  numbers 
in  the  river,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  spawnin<^. 

"  At  the  request  of  the  Campbell  Town  people, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Harrison,  hon.  secretary  of  the  associ- 
ation, left  town  on  Thursday  for  the  purpose  of 
personally   visiting  the  lake.     On  arrival  next 
morning  by  boat  at  the  top  end  of  the  lake,  in 
company  with  Messrs.   A.   F.   Sharland,  Lance 
Archer,  W.  Lockett,  and  Caretaker  Spencer,  fish 
were  soon  observed  in  the  river,  which  is  really  a 
creek.     They  were   engaged   depositmg  spawn. 
The  first  thing  that  struck  the  visitors  was  the 
fine  size  the  fish  had  attained.     A  dozen  were 
selected,  carefully  weighed,  and  the  weight  of  the 
landing-net  deducted.    The  folloiving  were  the  net 
resuUsof  each  fish  .-—Q^lb.,  l^lb.,  QUb.,  5Ub.,  SUb 
Hlb.,  5llb.,  lib.,  lllb.,  mb.,  e^lb.,  and  l\lb.  The 
first  eight  were  females.    The  twelve  fi,sh  gave  an 
average  of  about  lib.     Mr.   Harrison  was  very 
enthusiastic  over  the  growth  of  these  fish,  as  it  is  only 
two  years  last  May  since  the  first  rainbows  were 
turned  into  the  lake.     They  were  six  months  old; 
conseguently  the  oldest  rainbow  in  the  lake  has  not 
yet  reached  the  age  of  three  years.    That  a  fish  in  so 
short  a  time  should  attain  such  a  weight  is  con- 
sidered wonderful  growth,  and  may  be  attributed 
to  the  excellent  quality  and  range  of  water.  The 
lake  is  about  ten  miles  in  circumference,  and 
abounds  in  excellent  food,  such  as  fresh-water 
shrimps  and  Crustacea.     It  may  be  mentioned 
that  the  ova  from  which  these  fish  were  produced 
were  imported  from  New  Zealand  by  the  Fisheries 
Commissioners  ;  the  fry  were  reared  at  the  Northern 
Fisheries'  Association's   fish  farm   at  Waverley. 
Lake  Leake  was  originally  selected  by  the  associ- 
ation as  the  most  likely  place  for  rainbows,  which 
like  a  fairly  warm  temperature  to  succeed.  The 
results  show  that  the  opinion  formed  has  been 
fully  verified.    Lake  Leake  lies  towards  the  East 
Coast,  which  is  the  mildest  part  of  the  island,  and 
has  an  elevation  of  only  2000ft.,  while  most  of  the 
other  lakes  of  the  State  have  an  altitude  exceeding 
3000ft.    The  lake  is  an  artificial  one,  and  forms 
the  head-waters  of  the  Elizabeth  river.     It  is 
twenty- three  miles  from  Campbell  Town. 

"Mr.  Harrison  found  the  female  fish  what  is 
technically  termed  'ripe,'  and  was  able  to  obtain 


from  eight  female  trout  a  supply  of  20,000' ova, 
which  was  successfully  conveyed  next  day  to  the 
Waverley  fish  farm  to  be  hatched  and  reared,  the 
young  fish  to  be  returned  to  the  lakes  and  rivers. 
The  ova  were  of  very  fine  quality.  As  a  rule,  the 
ova  of  any  fresh-water  trout  are  either  pale  yellow 
or  orange,  while  those  that  go  down  into  the  tidal 
waters  give  off  a  pink  egg.  The  rainbow  ova, 
however,  were  deep  red,  and  more  like  those  of  the 
sea-going  salmon  than  of  fresh-water  trout." 

The  italics  in  the  above  extract  are  mine.  The 
growth  of  the  fish  is  wonderful.  The  worst  of  it 
is  rainbows  are  such  ravenous  fish  that  they 
destroy  their  food  supply  sooner  than  Nature  can 
reproduce  it — that  is,  where  they  are  numerous. 


"  The  Idea  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society." 

In  some  notes  on  fishing  at  Deal  last  week  I  find 
I  made  a  mistake  in  thinking  that  the  idea  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  was  worked  out  by 
Mr.  Harry  Ball  and  Mr.  Ned  Hanger  at  the  latter's 
place  at  Deal.  I  was  referring,  of  course,  to  the 
germ  of  the  affair,  not  to  the  actual  establishment 
of  the  society,  at  which  a  good  many  of  us  assisted, 
in  particular  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  ;  but  I  find,  to  my 
regret,  that  I  did  Mr.  Aflalo  an  injustice  in  not 
naming  him  as  the  originator  of  the  idea,  an 
injustice  I  do  my  best  to  put  right  by  publishing 
this  letter  to  me  from  him. 

"Deae  Me.  Mabston,— Am  T  entitled  to  ask 
for  an  explanation  of  the  extraordinary  statement 
in  your  notes  last  week  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Ball 
and  Ned  Hanger  '  worked  out  the  idea  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society '  ?  No  one  is  more 
sensible  than  myself  of  the  immense  help  Mr.  Ball 
was  to  the  society  in  its  embryo  days,  cheerfully 
lending  his  offices  in  the  Haymarket,  and  devoting 
much  of  his  time  to  committee  work. 

"  Indeed,  in  view  of  all  his  help,  for  which  I 
shall  always  be  grateful,  I  should  not  even  demur 
to  reading  that  he,  and  not  myself,  first  proposed 
the  establishment  of  such  a  society  and  specially 
addressed  a  meeting  (with  '  John  Bickerdyke '  in 
the  chair)  setting  fortli  its  advantages,  were  it  not 
that  in  one  of  my  books  (which  I  am  not  trying  to 
advertise)  I  have  in  some  detail  set  forth  the  early 
history  of  the  B.S.A.S. 

"  Forgive  me  for  troubling  you  with  so  long  a 
letter  on  so  small  a  matter,  but  I  am,  for  the 
reasons  given,  quite  unable  to  overlook  the  error. 
— Yours  very  truly,  "  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

"Teignmouth." 

Since  my  note  appeared,  Mr.  Ball  has  called  on 
me  to  say  that  the  idea  did  not  originate  with  him, 
and  that  it  was  certainly  due  to  ]VIr.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Slirubsole  also  informs  me  that,  as  he 
stated  in  his  speech  at  the  inaugural  meeting, 
presided  over  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  Aflalo  had 
called  on  him  and  told  him  that  he  for  some  years 
had  had  in  mind  the  idea  of  such  a  society. 

I  hope  this  puts  the  matter  right,  and  am  glad 
to  hear  since  from  Mr.  Aflalo  that  he  never  doubted 
I  had  made  the  mistake  in  all  good  faith.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  make  an  unfair  statement  wittingly 
about  anybody,  and  especially  about  one  who  has 
done  so  much  for  the  art  of  sea  angling  as  Mr. 
Aflalo. 


Remarkable  Success  of  the  Helmsdale  System  of 
Water  Storage  in  Providing  Grand 
Salmon  Angling. 

During  the  past  season  of  almost  universal 
scarcity  of  salmon,  the  effect  of  the  Helmsdale 
system  of  water  storage  has  been  very  remarkable. 
Pishing  used  to  be  at  an  absolute  standstill  from 
the  first  or  second  week  in  May  till  the  Lammas 
floods  in  August,  the  later  fi.shing  being  confined 
entirely  to  the  upper  reaches  above  Kildonan. 
Now  the  river  runs  in  order  during  the  whole 
summer,  and  fishing  is  good  throughout  its  whole 
length.  Of  the  six  lessees,  one  alone  has  accounted 
for  upwards  of  four  hundred  salmon  and  grilse 
during  the  1906  season  (closing  on  Sept.  15). 
Wonderful  sport ! 

Four  Hours'  Fishing  on  a  Norfolk  River. 

Mr.  Walter  J.  Piper,  president  of  the  St.  Andrew's 
Angling  Club,  Norwich,  while  fishing  for  pike  on 
the  River  Tud,  on  Oct.  18,  caught  two  fine  perch, 
the  largest  weighing  21b.  lloz.  and  the  smallest 
1  lb.  lOoz.  A  third  fish  was  hooked  considerably 
larger  than  the  first,  but  owing  to  the  angler  being 
unaccompanied  he  was  unable  to  land  it  before  it 
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broke  away.  The  largest  fish  was  17in.  long  and 
14in.  in  girth.  Both  fish  were  in  splendid  condition. 
Six  pike  were  afterwards  added  to  the  creel,  weighing 
301b.,  the  largest  being  91b.  The  Tud  is  an 
insignificant  stream,  and  the  fishing  is  strictly 
private,  but  it  contains  larger  perch  than  the  Yare, 
Bure,  or  Wensum.  The  St.  Andrew's  Club  room 
contains  a  perch  caught  by  Mr.  Piper  on  the  same 
waters  in  March,  1905,  weighuig  over  31b.  I 
was  never  lucky  enough  to  land  a  perch  over  2|lb., 
though  I  have  had  Jiold  of  bigger  perch. 


Fine  Sport  on  the  Tweed. 

Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  has  been  fishing  on  the 
Tweed  between  Berwick  and  Kelso,  writes  on 
Oct.  24  :— 

"  You  must  know  how  timid  and  bashful  I  am 
to  see  my  name  in  any  sporting  paper,  and  for 
that  reason  I  never  give  you  any  reports  about 
myself ;  but  your  note  in  last  week's  issue  has 
taken  my  breath  away.  I  shall  certainly  have 
to  be  more  careful  in  the  future. 

"  You  are  asking  for  the  report  of  my  fishing. 
I  fished  six  days  in  Norham,  and  this  is  the 
result:— 131b.,  91b.,  I61b.,  Silb.,  17ilb.,  9ilb., 
9ilb.,  81b.,  71b.,  2Ulb.,  171b.",  7lb.,  6lb.,  201b., 
e*lb.,  6*lb.,  2211b.,  9Jlb.,  e^lb. :  nineteen  fish, 
2281b.  I  have  been  beaten  by  long  odds  by  two 
of  my  friends  up  North.  My  greatest  number  in 
one  day  was  five,  and  I  learned  to-day  that  eight 
have  been  taken  on  one  rod  on  three  days  in 
succession ;  but  I  have  had  grand  sport,  and  I 
was  very,  very  sorry  to  have  to  leave  the  Tweed. 

"P.S. — I  have  just  had  notification  that  the 
Tweed  is  in  full  flood,  so  that  fishing  ought  to  be 
good  next  week." 

This  is  wonderfully  good  sport.  I  see  Mr.  W. 
Forrest,  of  Kelso,  had  a  401b.  salmon  the  other  day. 

E.  B.  Mabston. 


TEAWLING  IN  PEGWELL  BAY. 


Of  all  places  in  the  world  these  pages  would  be 
the  last  where  an  elaborate  defence  of  the  efforts 
which  are  being  made  to  prohibit  the  senseless  and 
wasteful  destruction  of  fish  fry  in  the  Pegwell  Bay 
fish  nursery  area  would  bo  necessarj'.  But  at  the 
same  time  the  movement  has  been  so  misrepre- 
sented, so  much  arrant  nonsense  has  been  printed, 
WTitten  and  spoken  on  the  subject  that  I  gratefully 
accept  the  Editor's  invitation  to  lay  before  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  plain  statement  of 
the  case  and  the  position  in  which  we  stand  at 
present,  premising  that  our  grievance  is  no  new 
one,  and  that  for  many  years  past  efl'orts  have 
been  made,  by  the  Ramsgate  smacksmen,  by  sea 
angling  societies  and  other  interested  parties,  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  practice,  but,  unfortunately,  with- 
out success. 

No  expert  knowledge  of  marine  biology  is 
necessary  to  recognise  in  Pegwell  Bay  a  natural 
fish  nursery  area.  Its  contour  and  geological 
formation  indica-te  this  beyond  a  doubt,  and  to 
dissipate  any  uncertainty  which  might  conceivably 
exist  on  the  point  there  is  the  fact,  proved  day 
after  day  by  the  catches  of  the  shrimpers,  the 
stake  nets,  and  most  of  all  by  the  mischief-working 
trawlers  themselves,  that  the  young  fish  hatched 
on  the  sand-banks,  obeying  their  natural  instincts, 
do  resort  there  in  their  millions  for  suitable  food 
and  for  protection  from  their  innumerable  enemies 
in  the  deeper  water.  We  have,  then,  before  us 
three  points : — • 

1.  That  Pegwell  Bay  is  a  fish  nursery  area. 

2.  That  trawling  in  a  fish  nursery  area  must 
cause  a  useless  destruction  of  small  and  immature 
fish,  and  consequently  a  depletion  of  the  waters 
dependent  on  that  nursery  for  their  fish  supply. 
That  is  beyond  dispute. 

.3.  Trawling  takes  place  in  Pegwell  Bay. 

The  natural  and  logical  consequence  of  this  state 
of  things  would  be  a  great  and  growing,  decrease  in 
the  supply  of  fish,  especially  flatfish. 

It  is,  of  course,  unwise  to  be  dogmatic,  or  to  put 
two  and  two  together  and  make  five  of  them  for 
the  purpose  of  bolstering  up  a  case,  but  when  a 
cause  exists  which  experience  and  conunon-sense 
tell  us  must  have  a  certain  effect,  and  when  wo 
find  that  the  expected  has  happened,  and  that  the 
effect,  in  this  case  the  serious  diminution  of  the 
supply  of  flatfish,  actually  exists,  surely  it  is  not 
too  much  to  assume  an  intimate  connection 
between  the  two.    In  ;his  latest  report  (March. 


1906)  to  the  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  E.  F.  Wheeler,  the  able  and  experienced 
head  sea  fishery  officer  for  the  county  of  Kent, 
only  mentions  flatfish  to  record  their  increasing 
scarcity,  and  this  throughout  the  whole  of  his 
district,  the  district  which  depends  on  the  Pegwell 
Bay  nursery  area  for  its  supply.  In  his  general 
remarks  on  the  fishery  of  the  district,  ho  says,  inter 
alia,  "There  seems  a  greater  scarcity  of  place  each 
year."  And  plaice,  be  it  noted,  are  the  fish  which 
the  trawlers  destroy  in  the  largest  numbers. 

One  amateur  trawler — and  the  amateurs  are  the 
greatest  ofienders  in  this  matter — told  me  he  had 
had  a  fine  afternoon's  sport  (!) — he  "had  captured 
two  quarts  of  small  turbots  "  !  These  were  about 
the  size  of  a  five-shilling  piece,  and  in  an  adult 
state  would  represent  a  money  value  of  several 
hundreds  of  pounds.  Surely  a  second  thought  as 
to  the  advisability,  nay,  the  necessity,  of  putting 
an  end  to  this  state  of  things  is  not  wanted  ? 

Now,  who  are  the  ofienders  ?  The  Ramsgate 
smacks  and  fishermen  dependent  on  the  industry 
for  a  living  very  seldom  or  never  go  there.  The 
trawlers  are,  firstly,  large  Ramsgate  pleasure  boats 
which  take  the  cockney  tripper  "  fishing."  Tliey 
make  two  trips  a  day,  morning  and  afternoon,  and 
during  the  season  do  untold  damage ;  and,  secondly, 
private  yachts — motor,  steam,  and  sail.  For  the 
o\ATiers  of  these  crafty  for  their  own  pleasure,  to 
damage  the  fish  supply  of  the  whole  district  is 
unpardonable,  and  yet  they  do  it  unblushingly. 

We  do  not  want  to  stop  trawling.  We  wish  to 
interfere  with  no  one's  business  or  pleasure.  We 
say  trawl  by  all  means,  but  keep  outside  the  fish 
nursery  area.  The  catches  made  there  are  useless 
to  you  or  anyone  else,  and  at  the  same  time  you 
are  doing  incalculable  damage  to  the  sea  fishing 
industry. 

The  policy  of  protecting  our  fish  nurseries  which 
we  advocate  is  not  a  new  and  experimental  policy. 
It  has  been  adopted,  and  successfully  adopted,  by 
nearly  all  the  sea  fishery  committees  in  this  country, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  our  own  committee  and  the 
committee  for  the  adjoining  county  of  Sussex  are 
the  only  ones  in  England  which  permit  unrestricted 
trawling  within  the  districts  under  their  juris- 
diction. Some  of  them — Northumberland,  for 
instance — prohibit  trawling  altogether  within  their 
territorial  limits  others  content  themselves  by 
protecting  their  nursery  areas.  The  question  is 
not,  therefore,  as  our  opponents  put  it,  "  What 
special  claim  has  Pegwell  Bay  above  other  places 
to  legislative  protection  ?  "  But  why  should  not  a 
regulation  which  is  almost  universal  in  our  fish 
nurseries,  and  has  been  found  so  beneficial  else- 
where, be  applied  also  to  the  important  area  of 
Pegwell  Bay  ? 

This  is  a  very  brief  statement  of  our  case.  Now 
a  word  or  two  as  to  the  position  of  the  movement, 
and  here  I  must  apologise  for  the  unavoidable  but 
more  prominent  introduction  of  the  personatl 
element.  The  Deal  Chamber  of  Commerce  con- 
sidered the  matter,  and  at  their  last  annual  general 
meeting  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  calling 
attention  to  the  damage  which  was  being  done, 
and  calling  upon  me,  as  the  town's  representative 
on  the  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  to 
bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  my  colleagues, 
and  to  do  all  I  could  to  procure  a  prohibition  of 
the  practice.  The  Deal  Town  Council  followed 
with  an  equally  unanimous  resolution  in  the  same 
sense. 

Throughout  I  have  received  the  most  cordipj 
support  and  assistance  of  the  Ramsgate  Smack- 
owners'  Society,  which  consists  of  professional  sea- 
fishermen,  whose  businesses  are  damaged  by  the 
practice. 

Now  the  business  of  the  Sea  Fisheries  Com- 
mittees is  to  control  the  fisheries  and  protect  the 
fishing  industry,  and  the  policy  of  the  Kent  and 
Essex  Committee  has  always  been  to  be  the  fisher- 
men's friends,  and,  speaking  as  a  member  of  that 
committee,  I  must  say  tliat  should  a  question  ai-ise 
in  which  the  industry  of  sea-fishing  was  brought 
into  sharp  conflict  with  the  sport,  my  vote  would 
go  to  the  man  who  depends  on  the  industry  for  his 
livelihood,  but  such  a  question  has  not  arisen,  nor  is 
it  likely  to  arise.  At  the  same  time,  knowing 
the  feeling  and  policy  of  my  colleagues,  I  felt  suie 
it  would  be  wiser  to  leave  the  sporting  element  out 
of  discussion  and  treat  the  matter  only  as  concern- 
ing the  fishing  industry — anglers  would  benefit  just 
the  same  by  the  proposed  regulation.  If  I  had 
wanted  help  from  anglers  to  strengthen  my  case, 
I  know  my  fellow  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  would 


have  given  me  ungrudging  and  loyal  assistance. 
And  yet  within  a  month  of  its  formation  the  Rams- 
gate and  District  Angling  Society — which  loudly 
announced  to  the  world  its  intention  of  ".stopping 
the  trawling  in  Pegwell  Bay,"  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  B.S.A.S.  with  its  world-wide  membership, 
its  long  and  honourable  record,  had  failed — simply 
because  it  was  a  sporting  and  not  a  business 
society — in  spite  of  my  remonstrances  and  appeals 
to  them  that  if  they  wanted  to  help  they  should 
ask  their  local  members  to  back  up  my  resolution 
at  Fishmongers'  Hall — addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
H.  W.  Gibson,  the  clerk  to  the  committee,  calling 
attention  to  the  matter,  and  stating  that  in  their 
opinion  (the  opinion  of  a  month  old  association,  be 
it  remembered)  this  practice  of  trawling  should  be 
stopped.  This  letter,  by  evil  chance,  came  up  for 
discussion  the  same  day  as  my  resolution,  and,  of 
course,  everyone  thought  there  was  an  intimate 
connection  between  the  two,  though  there  was  in 
reality  none. 

The  consequences  of  this  foolish  and  ill-con- 
sidered action  were  two-fold.  In  the  first  place, 
the  president  of  the  Ramsgate  Angling  Association 
indignantly  repudiated  all  further  connection  with 
them,  and  in  the  second,  the  passing  of  the  pro- 
posed new  regulation  is  seriously  jeopardised. 

Most  people  who  know  me  know  I  am  a  sea 
angler,  and  this  fact  has  been  used  mercilessly 
against  the  cause  I  am  championing,  which  a  writer 
in  the  Fish  Tiades  Gazette  describes  as  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  a  few  selfish  sea  anglers  to  injure  the 
poor  fisliermen  who  in  the  winter  earn  a  precarious 
living  by  catching  sprats  !  Apart  from  the  value 
to  be  attached  to  the  opinion  on  any  sea  fishery 
question  of  a  gentleman  who  thinks  sprats  are 
caught  in  a  trawl,  by  no  stretch  of  imagination 
can  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  nor  the  Town 
Council  of  the  Borough  of  Deal,  nor  the  Ramsgate 
Smackowners'  Society  be  described  as  "  a  few 
selfish  anglers." 

On  the  eve  of  the  discussion  of  the  resolution, 
the  secretary  of  the  last-named  organisation,  as 
representing  the  professional  fishermen,  wrote  me : 
"  All  our  members  are  practical  fishermen,  and  they 
have  for  many  years  been  agitating  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  immature  fish  in  Pegwell 
Bay  by  trawling,  but  unfortunately  without  success, 
and  I  can  assure  you  that  should  you  be  successful 
in  carrying  your  resolution  at  the  forthcoming 
meeting  you  will  be  doing  a  great  service  to  every- 
one connected  with  the  fishing  industry  at  this 
port,  and  we  all  wish  you  every  success."  Such  an 
official  declaration  from  the  chosen  representative 
of  the  working  fishermen  interested  hardly  seems  to 
bear  out  the  contention  that  their  precarious  liveli- 
hoods will  be  prejudicially  affected  by  the  proposed 
new  regulation.' 

The  regulation  has  been  drafted  and  passed  by 
the  K.  and  E.  Committee,  it  has  been  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  approval, 
and  comes  before  us  again  for  discussion  early  in 
December.  I  hope  before  long  to  be  able  to  report 
that  it  is  fijially  passed  into  law. 

Chakles  Htjssey. 


NEGLECTED  TEOUT  STKEAMS. 


"  A  coEKESPONDENT  of  the  London  Times  *  calls 
attention  to  the  many  neglected  trout  streams  in 
Great  Britain,  meaning  the  smaller  tributaries  of 
well-known  fishing  rivers.  These  brooks  are  over- 
looked by  the  angler  chiefly  because  the  fish  are 
small,  a  condition  which  can  hd  easily  remedied  by 
building  occasional  small  dams.  In  the  ponds  thus 
made  the  fish  may  lie  in  hot  weather,  and  every 
such  expanse  of  water  is  a  catch-all  for  and  actual 
producer  of  food  for  the  trout.  Such  a  policy, 
with  proper  stocking,  would  vastly  increase  the 
amount  of  fishing  water  available  for  the  modest 
angler.  These  observations  apply  with  considerable 
force  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  not  so  much  in 
the  way  of  improving  the  smaller  streams,  which 
the  American  small  boy— more  enterprising  than 
his  British  contemporary — annually  fishes  todeath, 
but  rather  by  way  of  suggesting  the  introduction 
of  trout  into  waters  now  given  over  to  coarser  fish. 
Rather  few  waters  are  adapted  to  that  fastidious 
aristocrat,  our  speckled  trout,  but  the  brown  trout 
will  thrive  in  almost  any  Northern  stream  rot 
hopelessly  polluted.    He  will  even  maintain  him- 

*  It  was  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson. — Ed.  Fishing 
Gazette. 
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self  aga-nst  the  perch  and  pike  kind,  but  not  for 
long  against  the  omnivorous  black  baas.  There  are 
many  streams  which  now  only  afford  a  negligible 
kind  of  mixed  fishing  that  would  provide  tolerable 
trout  fishing.  Gradually,  the  riparian  owners  will 
realise,  first,  that  they  are  neglecting  a  valuable 
utility ;  next,  that,  since  the  day  of  our  splendid 
wilderness  trout  is  passing,  it  is  time  to  consider 
the  claims  of  the  trout  of  civilisation,  the  river 
trout  of  Europe.  It  is  not  given  to  all  of  us  to 
fish  the  lakes  and  streams  of  Canada,  but  a  little 
thrift  would  provide  plenty  of  fly-fishing  within  a 
Jmndred  miles  of  New  York.  And  with  the  brown 
trout  will  presumably  come  also  such  engaging 
sophistications  as  the  dry-fly,  which  go  far  to 
compensate  for  a  light  basket  at  nightfall."— New 
York  Nation. 


AN  AMEEICAN  ANGLES  ON 
HANDLING  THE  FISHING  KOD. 

SiJTCE  the  day  of  Izaak  Walton,  the  father  of 
our  gentle  art,  who  died  in  the  year  1683,  fishing 
and  fishing  methods  have  undergone  a  great 
change,  and  the  many  different  kinds  of  fish  found 
m  this  country  have  brought  into  being  fishing 
tackle  of  a  very  great  variety.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  for  the  true  enjoyment  of  angling  depends 
upon  a  wise  selection  of  tackle  suitable  for  the 
varieties  of  fish  we  angle  for.  After  suitable 
tackle  of  a  good  lasting  quality  has  been  chosen, 
the  angler  has  only  his  o^vn  lack  of  skill  to  find 
fault  with,  and  it  lies  wholly  with  the  angler 
himself  whether  he  obtains  his  share  of  those 
pleasures  which  make  the  sport  of  the  rod  so 
enjoyable. 

It  may  seem  superfluous  to  write  so  simple  a 
thing,  yet  the  frequent  contact  with  many  anglers 


bending  until  it  is  almost  on  a  line  with  the  centre 
or  middle  joint.  This  manner  of  holding  a  rod  looks 
very  pretty  in  a  picture,  and  np  doubt  suggests  the 
going  quahty  of  the  fish,  but  if  put  into  practice  a 
broken  rod  will  quite  likely  be  the  result.  Giving 
the  fish  "  the  butt "  is  not  so  generally  understood 
as  one  would  naturally  suppose  so  simple  a  thing 
would  bs,  and  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  uninitiated 
readers  the  rough  sketch  is  herewith  given,  which 
shows  the  strain  upon  the  tip,  joint,  and  the  butt 
of  a  rod. 

In  Fig.  1  the  rod  is  shown  carried  back  and  up 
—as  in  our  angling  painting— which  brings  the 
weight  of  the  fish  upon  the  tip  of  the  rod,  whicli 
is  the  weakest  part.  This  tip  strain  is  entirely 
unnecessary,  and  is  one  of  the  uses— or,  rather,  we 
should  say,  abuses— to  which  a  rod  should  never 
be  subjected. 

Fig.  2  shows  the  rod  held  correctly,  when  com- 
mencing to  play  a  lively  fish.  This  position  brings 
the  strain  upon  the  central  portion  of  the  rod, 
where  the  wood  has  sufficient  backbone  to  give  the 
required  resistance  to  the  fish,  while  the  tip  has 
just  enough  bend  or  spring  to  take  up  any  slack 
line  caused  by  a  sudden  rush  or  leap  of  the  fish,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  tip  is  not  unduly  strained. 

In  Fig.  3  is  shown  the  manner  of  giving  the 
fish  "the  butt"— that  is,  throwing  the  weight  of 
the  fish  upon  the  butt  of  the  rod.  The  butt  is 
given  by  simply  reefing  in  the  line  until  the  tip  is 
pointing  straight  to  the  fish  as  in  Fig.  la.  The 
rod  is  then  firmly  held  close  to  the  body— prefer- 
ably on  the  hip— which  is  turned  in  the  direction 
indicated  in  Fig.  2.  The  body  should  be  swung 
far  enough  away  from  the  fish  to  bring  the  neces- 
sary amount  of  strain  upon  the  line,  and  in  this 
position  the  rod  will  be  found  to  be  fairly  evenly 
bent,  having  the  whole  strain  upon  the  butt,  while 
upon  the  middle  joint  the  strain  is  equally  divided 


is  pretty  sure  to  make  a  final  break  for  liberty. 
The  rod  should  always  point  in  a  direction  opposite 
to  the  one  the  fish  is  working  in,  and  as  the  fish 
turns  in  his  rush  the  rod  must  be  reversed,  that 
a  constant  strain  may  be  always  felt  by  the  fish. 
When  about  to  u^e  the  net  or  gafi  do  not  lift  the 
head  of  the  fish  out  of  the  water  by  the  tip,  as  a 
sudden  rush  on  the  short  line  will  almost  certainly 
snap  your  rod.— Chaeles  S.  Taylor,  in  Field  and 
Stream. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SCOTCH  SALMON 
ANGLING  SEASON. 


seems  to  call  for  the  remark,  "that  the  an<^l3r 
should  ever  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  not  angling 
with  a  bean-pole  and  a  clothes-iine,  but  that  his 
pole  IS  a  rod,  to  which  is  attached  a  line  hardly 
more  than  a  thread,  and  not  a  hawser  capable  of 
mooring  a  coaster.  The  mission  of  a  line  is  not  to 
heave  and  to  haul  the  fish  about,  but  its  object  is 
to  guide,  in  much  the  same  way  that  the  rems  are 
used  in  drivmg  a  horse.  A  rod  is  likewise  a  slender 
mstrument,  which  in  the  hands  of  an  ant^ler  of 
some  experience,  responds  to  his  skill,  tike  a 
living  thing,  vibrating  at  every  motion,  and  throb- 
bing at  every  cast." 

The  greatest  pleasure  that  rewards  the  true  lover 
of  fishing  is  in  the  capture  of  a  fish  that  could  at 
any  moment  break  the  Ime  with  but  half  an  effort 
If  the  angler  did  not  bring  into  play  the  necessary 
skill  to  prevent  him.  From  an  angling  standpoint, 
a  fish  IS  not  killed  until  its  strength  is  first 
exhausted,  for  the  science  of  angling  is  to  so  utilise 
the  strength  of  the  fish  that  by  its  own  exertions 
to  get  away  It  uses  up  its  energy,  and  is  then 
readily  brought  to  net  or  to  the  gaff.  In  heavy  sea 
anglmg  the  strength  of  the  rod  and  line  is  very 
slight  when  It  is  compared  with  the  size  and  weight 
of  many  salt-water  game  fish;  and  provided  the 
hooked  fish  was  left  to  do  its  own  pleasure  the 
tackle  would  be  parted  in  an  instant.  It  is  because 
of  our  frail  fishing  gear  that  a  big  fish  is  always 
played  upon  a  longish  line,  and  is  never  brought 
alongside  until  its  strength  is  first  exhausted  A 
winded  fish  should  be  landed  before  it  recovers  its 
strength  or  second  wind,  otherwise  it  will  start  off 
with  an  unexpected  and  savage  lunge,  and  angler 
and  fish  will  have  to  fight  it  out  again. 

When  a  fish  is  hung— well  hooked— the  rod  should 
be  swung  at  a  right  angle  to  the  fishing  strain  and 
horizontal  with  the  body,  thus  bringing  the  strain 
upon  the  middle  part  of  the  rod.  In  almost  all 
angling  paintings  the  angler  is  shown  with  the  rod 
beld  backward  from  the  vertical,  with  the  tip 


and  the  tip  remains  almost  straight.  A  rod  is 
divided  into  two  portions,  and  the  angler  should 
understand  that  the  flexible  upper  or  tip  pa,rt  is 
intended  to  recover  the  slack  line  caused  by  the 
rushes  of  the  fish,  while  the  stiff  or  butt  part  is 
used  for  turing  out  and  killing  the  fish. 

This  is  the  science  of  rod  angling,  and  by 
working  out  the  three  positions  as  shown,  the 
reader  will  at  once  realise  what  a  power  lies  in 
even  a  five-ounce  fly  rod.  By  throwmg  the  angling 
strain  upon  the  strongest  part  of  the  rod,  the 
accidental  breakage  of  a  rod  is  greatly  lessened 
and  it  is  far  more  likely  that  a  rod  will  break 
under  a  seven-ounce  tip  strain  than  under  a  ten- 
pound  butt  strain. 

In  angling  for  our  heaviest  game  fish  the  butt 
plays  a  most  important  part,  and  as  the  majority 
of  anglers  prefer  to  use  as  light  tackle  as  possible 
the  bulk  of  the  strain  must  be  taken  upon  the  butt 
which  is  the  strongest  part  of  a  rod.  In  handling 
and  playing  big  game  fish  "  pumping"  is  resorted 
to.  Tais  is  accomplished  as  follows :  Havino- 
stopped  the  headlong  rush  of  the  fish,  the  reel 
handle  is  grasped  in  the  right  hand,  the  tip  of  the 
rod  dropped,  and  at  the  same  moment  the  line  is 
rapidly  reeled  in.  When  the  tip  is  near  the  surface 
of  the  water  the  right  hand  is  shifted  to  the  brake 
and  the  fish  is  slowly  lifted.  The  tip  is  now  quickly 
dropped,  the  reel  handle  grasped,  and  the  seven  or 
eight  feet  of  slack  line  gained  by  "pumping"  is 
rapidly  reeled  in.  j-      i-  s 

It  is  an  old  maxim  among  anglers  "to  always 
feel  the  fish  on  the  line,"  and  enough  pressure 
should  be  applied  to  the  brake  that  the  fish  must 
fight  for  every  mch  of  fine  he  takes  from  the  reel 
Remember  that  in  heavy  game  fishing  the  fish 
must  be  always  on  the  move.  When  the  fish 
does  not  pull,  you  do.  When  he  does,  you  do  not 
After  the  fish  becomes  winded,  and  as  you  work 
him  upon  a  shortening  fine  toward  the  boat  or 
shore,  be  on  the  look  out  for  a  sudden  rush,  for  he 


Another  season  is  nearing  its  close.  On  Wed- 
nesday next,  Oct.  31,  the  bulk  of  the  Scotch 
salmon  rivers  not  already  closed  to  anglers  will 
come  under  the  legal  close  time,  and  only  the 
Tweed  and  some  Sohvay  streams  remain  open  a 
little  longer.  The  Shetlands  and  Orkney  Islands 
are  open  till  the  middle  of  November,  though  none 
but  local  rods  remain  to  take  advantage  of  it  after 
this  season  of  the  year. 

The  Tay  system  (except  the  Earn)  and  the  Spey 
closed  down  on  Oct.  15,  but  Oct.  31  is  the  date 
fixed  for  some  eighty  odd  streams  which  will  not 
again  resound  to  the  song  of  the  reel  till  the  old 
year  has  winged  its  flight  and  a  new  year  been 
well  begun.  The  Tay  fished  well  in  the  spring, 
but  yielded  a  poor  autumn,  while  the  Spey  was 
poor  throughout.  The  floods  came  all  too  late  for 
anything  being  accomplished  on  these  streams,  and 
even  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  Deveron  the  time  has 
been  all  too  brief  for  a  "glorious  back-end," 
although  the  best  has  been  made  of  the  time  at 
disposal,  and  some  good  fish  killed  on  the  middle 
and  lower  reaches  of  all  the  rivers  now  closing 
down. 

From  the  month  of  May  onwards  the  season  was 
altogether  too  dry  and  cold,  the  rivers  running  for 
the  most  part  of  the  late  spring  and  all  through 
the  summer  and  well  into  the  autumn  so  small  and 
clear  that  what  fish  were  in  the  pools  would  not 
rise.  The  floods  that  have  come  at  the  close  have 
come  too  late  by  a  good  three  weeks  for  the  Tay 
and  Spey,  and  about  the  same  for  the  other  streams, 
although  they  will  not  feel  it  so  much. 

Some  very  heavy  fish  were  got  on  the  Tay,  the 
heaviest  being  a  cock  fish  of  41  lb.  On  the  Spey 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  party,  in- 
cluding H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  had  fair  sport 
considering  the  adverse  nature  of  the  then  pre- 
vailing conditions.  The  best  fish  was  killed  by 
the  Countess  of  March,  scalmg  33lb.,  while  the 
next  to  it  was  one  of  321b.  On  the  Dee,  up  to  the 
time  of  writing,  the  heaviest  fish  got  this  autumn 
has  been  one  of  31  lb.  by  Dr.  Smith  on  the  Huntly 
Arms  Aboyne  water,  while  quite  a  number  between 
201b.  and  30lb.  have  been  got  on  the  reaches 
below  by  Colonel  Barclay,  Bishop  Chisholm,  Lord 
Panrhyn,  and  others.  On  the  Don  the  Countess  of 
Suffolk  had  one  of  2,'>lb.,  but  before  the  close 
heavier  weights  than  these  are  sure  to  turn  up,  as 
is  always  the  case  in  the  closing  days  of  the  back- 
end.  The  Deveron.  Ythan,  and  Ugie  are  yielding 
splendid  closing  results,  which  will,  in  a  measure"^ 
redeem  the  season  from  the  blank  it  would  other- 
wise have  been. 

The  floods  have  come  most  opportunely  for  a 
good  spawning  season  all  over,  and  Avith  the  head 
of  fish  now  forward  in  even  the  smallest  salmon 
streams  the  results  cannot  but  be  of  the  most 
satisfactory  kind.  The  season  of  the  year  is  so 
advanced  that  there  is  little  chance  of  the  rivers 
getting  again  so  low  as  to  interfere  with  spawning 
operations,  while  every  shower  will  tend  to  keep 
the  redJs  wall  covered.  G.  M. 


Mr.  Francis  George  Heath,  having  sent  to 
the  Princess  of  Wales  a  copy  of  his  new  book, 
"The  Green  Gateway:  A  Peep  into  the  Plant 
World,"  a  little  illustrated  volume— the  first  of  his 
"Nature's  Doorstep  "  Series,  "designed,  by  a  new 
method  of  teachmg,  to  especially  attract  and 
interest  young  people  "— a.sking  her  Royal  High- 
ness if  she  would  favour  him  by  presenting  it  to 
Prince  Edward,  has  received  the  following  gracious 
reply:— "Marlborough  House,  PaU  Mall,  S.W., 
Oct.  6,  1908.  The  Lady  in  Waiting  is  desired  to 
express  to  Jlr.  Heath  the  Princess  of  Wales's 
grateful  thanks  -for  the  book  he  so  kindly  offers 
her  for  Prmce  Edward.  Her  Royal  Highness  has 
much  pleasure  in  accepting  the  same,  and  feels 
sure  the  book  vrill  interest  her  son." 
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'MY  FISHING  DAYS  AND 

FISHING  WAYS."* 
By  J.  W.  IVIaktin  ("The  Trent  Ottek"). 


When  a  man  has  spent  forty-six  years  of  his  life, 
or,  at  least,  the  spare  time,  on  the  waters  and 
streams  of  twenty  counties  and  thirty  different 
rivers,  and  always  kept  his   eyes   open,   he  is 


of  coarse  fish  and  fishing,  each  chapter  treating  of 
the  author's  experiences  and  adventures  with  the 
fish  and  the  river  there  described. 

Intermingled  in  the  chapters  we  get  glimpses  of 
the  topography  of  the  river,  and  the  ancient 
history  of  the  time-worn  villages  on  its  banks,  its 
people,  its  anglers,  and  their  methods.  As  we 
read  we  seem  to  feel  the  tugs  of  that  mighty 
barbel,  or  go  in  fancy  where  the  big  Ouse  chub 
lurk  in  safety  under  the  shadow  of  those  old 


knows  his  most  intimate  friend.  Those  deeps  and 
streams  would  talk  to  me;  the  nodding  willows 
would  beckon  me  on;  and  I  could  talk  back  to 
them  in  their  own  language.  The  very  sandpipers 
even,  that  flitted  from  sandbank  to  sandbank, 
would  show  me  where  the  fish  swam  thickest.  1 
"  I  have  slept  by  the  side  of  it,  with  nothing'but 
the  sky  for  a  coverlet ;  have  seen  it  in  all  its  varied 
moods ;  have  been  lulled  to  sleep  on  its  banks  by 
the  magnificent  midnight  song  of  the  mock  nightin- 


liw^iriiiiiiiittiii 

."The  Trent  Otter." 
Harlington  Lake,  Bedfordshire. 
"The  hamper  was  unpacked." 


The 


'Rookery"  Swim,  Bdres,  on  the  Suffolk  Stour. 
"  There  are  some  big  bream." 


calculated  to  see  a  thing  or  two,  and  when  this 
observation  has  been  coupled  with  a  charming  style 
of  jotting  down  those  experiences  and  observations, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  ordinary  angler  will  get  some 
information  out  of  the  common. 

This  week  we  received  a  copy  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin's 
("The  Trent  Otter")  newest  book,  entitled,  "My 
Fishing  Days  and  Fishing  Ways,"  which,  by  the 
way,  is  the  third  volume  from  his  prolific  pen 
since  July,  1905.  In  this  volume  this  clear 
writer  and  clever  all-round  angler  gives  us  his 


bushes,  or  sympathise  with  him  when  the  would-be 
record  pike  of  his  career  smashed  his  line  and 
vanished  with  a  mighty  swirl.  His  description  of 
the  life  of  the  fields,  trees,  and  hedgerows  along 
the  river's  brink  brings  out  his  poetic  fancy  to  the 
highest  pitch.  We  should  like  to  quote  several 
gems  from  this  excellent  book,  but  must  be  con- 
tent by  giving  an  extract  from  Chapter  VI.  on  the 
Lower  Trent : — 

"Then  again,  taking  the  two  rivers  all  round, 
the  scenery  on  the  Trent  does  not  compare  favour- 


gale  ;  have  woke  up  and  seen  nothing  except  a  wide 
rolling  sea  of  summer  mist,  stretching  across  that 
flat  land  as  far  as  eye  could  see.  The  frogs  would 
croak  in  sympathy;  the  i  very  barbel  would  leap 
with  joy  far  above  the  surface,  just  to  show  that 
they  were  as  lighthearted  as  I.  The  murmuring 
stream  and  the  cooing  wood-pigeons  would  sing  a 
lullaby,  at  early  sunrise  and  late  sunset,  that  the 
fondest  mother  never  crooned  to  her  restless  infant. 
Ah,  yes ;  twenty  years  on  one  river  is  not  wiped 
from  memory's  slate,  as  is  a  child's  forgotten 


Ye  Olde  Rye  House,  Hertfordshire. 
"On  Walton's  liistorio  Lea." 


Whitchurch  Weir,  Pangbourne,  on  the  Thames. 
"Some  huge  barbel  hug  those  deeps." 


own  personal  fishing  experiences — here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  from  his  earliest  boyhood  in  the  Fens 
of  Lincolnshire  to  the  mighty  Trent,  on  which 
fourteen  years  of  his  angling  career  were  spent ; 
then  down  to  the  district  of  Cambridgeshire  and 
the  Great  Ouse,  with  its  rudd  and  bream  and  pike. 
There  are  seventeen  chapters  on  nearly  every  kind 

*  "My  Fishing  Days  and  Fishing  Ways."  By 
J.  W.  Martin  ("The  Trent  Otter"),  8,  Seymour- 
street,  Euston-square,  London,  N.W. 


ably  with  the  Thames.  There  are  certain  stretches 
of  the  Upper  Trent  that  are  beautiful,  I  will  admit; 
but  for  sheer  beauty  I  have  never  seen  anything  to 
beat  certain  reaches  of  the  Thames.  Go  along  by 
Clieveden  Woods,  or  Henley,  or  Marlow,  and  a 
dozen  other  spots  I  could  name,  when  the  slopes 
and  hills  are  clad  in  their  summer  garb,  and  you 
will  agree  that  its  equal  would  be  hard  to  find. 
But  I  love  the  old  Trent  and  its  sparkling  shallows. 
I  lived  long  within  sound  of  its  roaring  weirs  and 
its  gurgling  eddies,  and  know  it  better  than  a  man 


drawing;  but  it  lives,  and  will  live,  until  that 
unseen  but  relentless  hand  beckons  us  across  the 
gloomy  borderland." 

We  can  only  advise  every  angler  to  send  for  a 
copy :  they  will  find  much  of  interest  in  its  two 
hundred  pages.  The  book  is  the  result  of  the 
author's  customers  and  friends,  who  subscribed  for 
several  hundred  copies.  The  edition  is  only 
limited,  but  several  hundred  copies  will  be  offered 
to  the  general  angling  public,  each  copy  being 
signed  and  numbered  by  the  author,  and  no 
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reprint  will  be  undertaken.  It  is  enriched  by  a 
number  of  very  fine  pictures  (of  which  we  repro- 
duce a  few),  is  printed  upon  good  stout  wove 
paper,  and  has  a  first-class  cover  in  green  cloth, 
with  a  design  on  the  front  frora  the  author's 
drawing—a  huge  Ouse  chub  making  a  smack  at  a 
falling  fly.    The  price  is  Is.  lOd.,  post  free. 

Readers  will  thank  us  for  calhng  attention  to 
this  fine  work,  as  it  is  not  only  a  treat  for  anglers 
in  its  matter,  but  an  ornament  for  the  bookshelf  or 
the  parlour  table. 

THE  CONGER,  &c. 

(Conger  vnlgaris.) 

[PlJOM     THE     EEVISED     EDITION     OP     "  ThE  SeA- 
FlSHEBMAN,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  276.) 

The  conger  is  the  largest  of  the  eel  trib^  some- 
times reaching  1001b.  in  weight ;  it  is  found  in  all 
the  British  seas,  and  taken  both  by  hand-lines  and 
trots  or  bulters.  It  is  to  be  searched  for  on  or 
close  to  rocky  ground,  although  not  exclusively 
found  there,  as  it  roams  far  and  wide  in  search  of 
food.  Any  of  the  methods  of  fitting  ground  lines 
for  whiting  with  long  snoods  will,  as  far  as  the 
form  of  gear  is  concerned,  answer  for  congering, 
but  that  represented  in  fig.  1,  fitted  with 
three  copper  swivels,  is  highly  recommended  for 
conger  and  cod-fishing.  The  strength  of  the  conger 
is  very  great,  and  when  hauled  into  the  boat  it 
has  the  habit,  as  you  hold  its  head  up  for  the 
purpose  of  unliooking,  of  screwing  itseK  roimd  with 
force  and  rapidity,  and  unless  your  line  is  provided 
with  swivels,  everything  is  likely  to  get  twisted  into 
a  foul. 

A  very  necessary  addition  to  your  gear  is  a  short 
truncheon,  wherewith  to  give  the  quietus  to  either 
hake  or  conger  ;   it  is  usually  termed  a  hake  or 
conger  bat,  and  a  useful  length  will  be  18in.  This 
stick,  if    tapered  at    the   small    end,  may  be 
usefully  employed  as  a  disgorger.     Any  heavy 
wood  will  answer,  and  it  should  be  about  2in.  in 
diameter  at  the  club  end.    Give  the  fish  a  heavy 
blow  over  the  head  and  another  or  two  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  fin  on  the  abdomen  before  you  attempt 
to  withdraw  the  hook.    Lines,  of  course,  must  be 
stout.    The  boat-shaped  lead,  from  31b.  to  101b. 
weight,  may  be  used,  with  three  copper  swivels, 
as  shown  in  fig.  1,  and  strong  hooks.  No.  3 
for    shore    and    the   larger   for   offing  fishing, 
lashed  on  with   brass  wire  to  a  piece  of  stout 
line,  which  wire  is  wrapped  round  to  a  distance  of 
Sin.  or  9in.  above  the  hook,  to  protect  the  snooding 
from  the  teeth  of  the  fish  ;  or  traced  green  hemp 
(see  fig.  2)  is  used  for  the  same  purpose.  Prepare 
the  snood  with  liemp  as  follows  :  Cut  off  a  piece  of 
strong  line,  medium-sized,  or  stout  trawl  twine 
30in.  long,  middle  it,  and  secure  it  with  tightly- 
drawn  hitches  over  the  flattened  top  of  the  hook. 
Hitch  the  hook  over  a  nail,  the  latch  of  a  door, 
or  other  firm  point  of  attachment,  and  having 
made  fast  another  bit  of  strong  line  round  the 
waist,  secure  the  end  of  the  snood  thereto.  Now 
take  some  green  hemp  (obtainable  at  arope-maker's), 
middle  it,  and  leaning  back  to  make  the  snood  as 
rigid  as  possible,  or,  as  seamen  say,  "  as  taut  as  a 
bar,"  plait  on  the  hemp  tightly  over  the  snood, 
particularly  at  the  beginning  of  the  binding  and 
between  the  flattened  top  of  the  hook  and  the 
snooding.    To  fasten  ofl^,  when  you  have  nearly 
plaited  on  the  whole,  interlace  the  hemp  between 
the  double  snood  once  or  twice,  and  tie  an  ordinary 
knot  (fig.  2).    I  much  prefer  this  plan  to  wire  for 
trots,  and  in  Guernsey  it  is  always  used  for  hand- 
lines.    A  very  general  way  of  mounting  conger 
hooks,  as  well  as  cod  hooks,  is  with  ten  or  a  dozen 
thicknesses  of  stout  twine  ;   you  hitch  the  hook 
over  a  nail  or  other  pomt  of  attachment,  fasten  one 
end  of  the  twine  to  the  hook  in  the  usual  manner 
with  a  clove-hitch,  then  pass  it  roimd  your  hand 
and  take  another  clove-hitch,  and  contmue  the 
process  until  you  have  the  required  number  of 
thicknesses  of  twine.    You  complete  the  job  by  a 
succession  of  marline  hitches  until  you  reach  within 
2in.  of  the  bow  you  have  formed  by  passing  the 
twine  round  your  hand.    The  strop  thus  formed 
should  be  7in.  long,  and  to  the  eye  you  can  con- 
veniently bend  on  the  snood. 

The  length  of  snood  below  the  lead  should  not 
exceed  two  fathoms. 

The  best  bait  is  undoubtedly  squid  or  cuttle  fish, 
and  if  the  latter,  it  should  be  first  beaten  with  a  I 


stick,  to  render  it  somewhat  soft,  as  it  is  naturally 
rather  hard,  and  congers  are  disposed  to  reject  any- 
thing hard  or  bony.  Cut  a  piece  of  this  Gin.  in  i 
length  and  2in.  in  width,  and  having  entered  the 
hook  at  one  end,  turn  it  over,  and  pass  the  hook 
thi-ough  the  second  time.  , 


backbone  with  the  back  fin,  and  cut  off  also  the 
pectoral  fins  ;  give  the  head  a  blow  or  two  with 
the  lead  to  soften  it  somewhat,  and  entering  the 
point  of  the  hook  down  the  throat  of  the  fi.sh, 
bring  it  out  at  the  gilk,  now  turn  it  over  and  pas.s 
it  through  the  fish  crossways.    If  your  bait  fish 


Fig.  1.— Boat-shaped  Lead  and  Trace  with  Copper  Swivels,  and  Swivel  actual  size. 


Pig.  2. — Congeb  Hook,  with  Snood  traced  over 
with  Green  Hemp. 


Fig.  .3.— Hook  Baited  with  the  Tail-half  op  a' 
sjfall  Whiting  or  other  Fish. 


Conger  will  also  take  a  piece  of  almost  any  fresh 
fish,  which  should  be  first  scaled  and  the  backbone 
removed  ;  for  instance,  a  chad  about  6in.  in  length  { 
makes  a  good  bait,  which  being  first  scaled,  enter 
the  knife  at  the  tail,  and  cut  up  to  within  an  inch 
of  the  head  ;  do  so  on  the  other  side,  and  remove  the  I 


be  Sin.  or  more  in  leixgth,  cut  it  in  two  diagonally, 
and  make  two  baits  of  it. 

Fig.  3  is  an  illustration  of  a  hook  baited  with 
the  tail  half  of  a  small  whiting,  mackerel,  or  other 
fish.  The  tail  fin  being  cut  oft'  and  the  bait  split 
haK-way  up,  the  backbone  is  to  be  dissected  out 
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thus  far,  the  point  of  the  hook  is  then  to  be  entered 
tlu-eaded  down  by  the  backbone, 
and  brought  out  as  sho-noi  in  the  woodcut. 

If  you  are  just  clear  of  the  rocks,  your  leads  should 
rest  on  the  ground,  but  if  not  you  must  haul  up 
sufficient  to  keep  the  hooks  clear.  Large  quantities 
ot  congers  are  also  taken  with  bulters  or  long  lines, 
htted  with  two  or  three  hundi-ed  hooks.  One-third 
of  an  inch  is  a  good  thickness  for  the  back  line  of 
a  conger-trot,  and  a  very  stout  brass  or  copper 
swivel  should  be  spliced  into  it  at  every  twenty 
fathoms,  which  will  be  found  very  convenient  for 
taking  out  kinks.  It  should  be  well  wetted, 
stretched,  and  dried  before  use.  The  snoods  should 
bo  3ft.  long  and  Oft.  apart :  a  swivel  on  each  is  a 
gi'eat  improvement. 

Whilst  fishing  for  conger  or  other  large  fish  you 
should  always  be  provided  with  a  strong  gaff- 
hook,  as  large  as  a  butcher's  meat-hook,  firmly 
secured  to  a  handle  2ift.  in  length,  wherewith  to 
lift  on  board  large  fish,  which  might  else  endanger 
*u  the  top  of  the  handle  a  knob 

should  be  left,  and  the  wood  be  made  smooth,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  allow  the  gaff  to  turn  in 
your  hand,  for  a  large  conger  can  screw  himself 
round  with  such  violence  that,  if  held  rigidly,  the 
dislocation  of  elbow  or  shoulder  is  by  no  means 
beyond  the  range  of  possibility. 

The  conger,  in  common  with  the  fresh -water  eel, 
is  nocturnal  in  its  habits,  and  rarely  feeds  freely  in 
water  of  less  than  twenty  fathoms  depth  during 
the  day  ;  at  night,  however,  they  roam  far  and 
wide,  approaching  the  shore  quite  closely,  especially 
on  the  flowing  tide  in  summer  and  autumn,  and 
may  be  caught  with  a  throw-out  or  ledger-line. 

A  nutritious  soup  is  made  from  conger,  thickened 
with  oatmeal  and  flavoured  according  to  taste, 
but  the  flesh  is  not  in  much  repute,  except  amongst 
the  poorer  classes.  A  lOin.  cut,  however,  out  of 
the  thickest  part  of  a  conger  of  101b.  and  upwards, 
filled  with  veal  stuffing,  se^vn  up,  and  baked  with  a 
bit  of  fat  bacon  on  the  top,  will  be  found  a  really 
good  dish. 

In  unhooking  congers  push  the  disgorger  down 
on  to  the  bend  of  the  hook,  take  a  turn  of 
the  snood  round  the  stick,  and  twist  out  the  hook. 
Great  care  is  requisite  in  unhookmg  a  conger,  as 
accidents  have  happened  by  getting  a  finger  within 
the  jaws.  They  will  nip  a  finger  like  a  vice,  and 
have  the  power  of  screwing  themselves  rapidly 
round,  so  that  a  finger  might  be  lost. 

{To  be  continued.) 


HEARD   AT   THE   TROUT  ANGLERS' 
CLUB,  EDINBURGH,  APRIL  7,  1905. 


It  was  like  this,  ye  see  !  I  had  got  permission 
from  Sir  Dougal  MacFash  to  fish  the  Errochy,  and 
the  very  next  morning  found  me  wading  first  from 
this  side,  and  then  from  that,  of  the  dehghtful 
Highland  stream. 

And  it  happened  that  I  was  fishing  from  that 
side,  when  I  saw  the  big,  burly  keeper  coming  up 
the  river  bank  straight  for  me  ;  his  face  as  black  as 
his  beard.  It  was  quite  clear  that  he  was  not  in 
a  particularly  amiable  mood,  which  was  exactly 
the  very  opposite  of  the  condition  of  my  own  mind 
and  temper,  for  the  trout  were  feeding  nicely, 
while  I  was  making  the  most  of  it.  And  who,' 
when  trout  are  rising  at  the  fly  and  taking  the 
artificial,  keenly,  could  find  time  to  be  angry? 
Not  I  for  one  !  As  from  a  black  thundercloud 
one  waits,  expectant,  for  the  first  flash,  so  waited  I 
till  Mr.  Keeper  snapped  out — viciously — 

"  It  will  be  a  ferry  fine  tay  this  !  " 

I  instantly  agreed  with  him,  and  in  my  sunniest 
manner. 

Yet  he  spoke  again,  and  in  a  more  aggressive 
manner  this  tims — 

"  I  wass  saying— It  wass  a  ferry  fine  tay,  sir." 

"And  I  agree  with  you.  my  friend ;  but  surely 
you  did  not  come  here  to  tell  me — iwice  over— that 
it  was  '  a  very  fine  day  ! '  Eh  ?  Perhaps  you  wish 
to  know  if  I  have  got  a  permit  to  fish  the  river  ?  " 

(Keeper)  "  'Deed  and  it  wass  that  ferry  thing  I 
did  want  to  know." 

"  Well,  /  have  !    Kindly  read  this  letter." 

(Keeper  reads,  and  replies)  "  Put  you  have  got 
leave  from  Sir  Tougal  MacFash!" 

"Yes,"  I  added,  "  I  have,  as  you  see,  a  permit 
from  my  good'friend.  Sir  Dougal  MacFash  !  " 

"I  see  that;  put  you  are  fishing  on  Leddy 
MacLaw's  side.  Sir  Tougal  MacPash's  property  is 
on  the  ither  side  o'  the  watter." 


"I  am  perfectly  aware  of  that,  my  friend ;  but 
you  do  not  seem  to  perceive  that  in  so  doing  I  am 
acting  within  my  rights.  Let  me  explain  things 
to  you.  Listen !  When  I  am  fishing  from  Sir 
Dougal's  side  I  am  catching  Lady  MacLaw's 
trout,  which  I  have  got  no  right  to  catch;  but 
when  I  wade  in  from  Lady  MacLaw's  side  and 
throw  my  flies  across  to  Sir  Dougal's  I  am  catching 
Sir  Dougal'^  trout,  which  I  have  a  ferject  right  to 
do.  You  can  explain  all  that  to  Lady  MacLaw, 
when  you  see  her." 

Here  the  burly  keeper  scratched  his  touzey  pow, 
and  thought  aloud,  somewhat  after  this  fashion: 
"Well,  well,  I  neffer  will  heard  of  that  pefore  ; 
nefter.  Jist  let  me  think  it  ahl  oot.  You  say 
that,  if  ye  were  fishin'  from  Sir  Tougal's  side  ye 
wad  be  catchin'  ..."  and  here  he  only  scratched 
his  head  in  silence,  adding  thoughtfully,  "Well, 
well,  I  neffer  heard  it  pit  that  wy  pefore  ;  it  beats 
ahl  I  ever  will  have  heard.  And,"  picking  up  the 
thread  again,  he  added,  "you  say  that  if  you 
were  fishin'  from  her  leddyship's  side,  you  would 
pe  catchin'  ..."  Here  silence  again  fell  upon  the 
rest  of  the  sentence,  and  once  more  he  scratched 
his  head  ;  looking  completely  puzzled. 

So  I  made  bold  to  remark,  "I  see  you  are  be- 
ginning to  grasp  my  meaning." 

"Put''  (he  replied)  "put  ahl  this  is  Leddy 
MacLaw's  land,  and  you  have  got  no  leave 
whateffer  from  her  leddyship  to  be  here  at  ahl, 
at  ahl !  You  say  that  when  you  are  fishin'  from 
her  side  you  are  catching  Sir  Tougal's  troots— so 
if  I  order  you  to  cross  the  river  (and  pe  tamned 
to  it  all  wi'  yer  new  wy  o''  pitting  things)  you 
will  juist  fling  yer  flies  fair  in  oor  faces,  and  pe 
catching  oor  troots.  Noo.  I  am  here  to  protect 
her  leddyship's  troots,"  and  again  he  mused.  .  .  . 
"  It  is  all  ferry  puzzlin' !  Maybe  ye  are  a  lawyer  ?  '' 
(at  which  I  smiled  as  if  admitting  the  fiction,  which 
seemed  to  upset  him  greatly :  perhaps  frightened 
him).  "  It's  ahl  ferry  puzzlin'  when  ye  pit  it  like 
that  "  (and  he  again  fell  into  a  prolonged  silence). 
Suddenly  he  stopped  thinking,  and  roared  out, 
"Goot-bye,  sir!  goot-bye !  It's  ahl  a  tamned 
confusion  !  "  and,  turning  on  his  heel,  went  off 
abruptly,  leaving  me  in  possession  of  that  side  of 
the  river  for  which  I  had  no  permission. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


AMEEICAN  VIEWS  ON  FLY  AND 
BAIT  CASTING  CLUBS  AND 
TOUENAMENTS. 


In  view  of  the  recent  tournament  in  New  York 
and  Mr.  John  Enright's  success,  the  following 
editorial  article  in  Forest  and  Stream  will  interest  a 
great  number  of  our  readers. — Ed.  F.G. 

More  importance  than  is  apparent  at  first 
thought  attaches  to  the  fly  and  bait  casting 
tournament  to  be  held  on  Harlem  Mere,  in  Central 
Park,  this  city,  during  the  present  month  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Anglers'  Club  of  New  York. 

When  the  Kalamazoo  Bait  and  Ply  Cisting 
Club  held  its  big  tournament  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
last  summer,  the  representatives  of  all  the  casting 
clubs  present  agreed  on  the  necessity  of  a  national 
body  which  should  decide  all  questions  of  general 
interest,  formulate  uniform  rules  under  which  all 
tournaments  could  be  conducted,  and  keep  the 
sport  clean  and  free  from  disturbing  influences. 
As  a  result  of  this  conference  the  National  Asso- 
ciation of  Scientific  Angling  Clubs  was  organised, 
and  eight  clubs  at  once  became  affiliated  with  it. 
Of  these  clubs  three  hail  from  Illinois,  two  from 
Michigan,  and  one  each  from  Wisconsin,  Missouri, 
and  California.  At  its  first  opportunity  the  New 
York  club  became  affiliated  with  the  national 
body,  which  is  now  represented  by  clubs  from 
coast  to  coast.  It  was  agreed  that  the  next  annual 
tournament  should  be  held  in  Racine,  Wis. 

The  New  York  club,  in  sending  notice  of  its 
decision  to  President  Perce,  called  his  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  is  at  present  the  only  club  of  its 
kind  in  the  east,  and  as  it,  in  common  with  other 
clubs,  is  entitled  to  only  one  delegate — its  member 
of  the  executive  board  of  the  national  body — its 
hope  to  have  the  national  tournament  held  in 
New  York  in  any  given  year  was  not  likely  to  be 
realised,  it  being  far  from  the  centre  of  the  country 
and  in  the  minority. 

President  Perce,  in  reply,  stated  that  it  would 
be  unfair  for  mere  numbers  to  count  in  selecting 
a  place  at  which  to  hold  a  national  tournament. 


The  Fox  River  Valley  Casting  Club,  for  example, 
has  a  membership  of  1400,  while  other  clubs  have 
less  than  100.  While  each  club  is  represented 
by  but  one  member  of  the  executive  board,  the 
influence  of  the  club  having  a  large  membership 
is  certain  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  club  com- 
posed of  few  members.  He  has  promised  to  take 
these  facts  into  consideration,  and  soms  plan  looking 
toward  fairness  to  all  clubs  will  be  incorporated 
in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  national 
association  now  being  prepared. 

In  the  course  of  time,  clubs  north  and  south, 
east  and  west  will  become  affiliated  with  this  asso- 
ciation, and  it  seems  that  divisions  should  be 
formed,  each  division  to  claim  the  right  to  name 
the  officers  and  the  place  for  the  tournament  for  a 
certain  year,  this  right  to  rotate.  The  clubs  in  a 
division  should  then  decide  on  what  city  would  be 
more  favourable.  Next  year  another  division  would 
have  choice  of  officers  and  place,  but  should  it  waive 
its  right  for  any  reason,  the  next  division  in  line 
would  act,  and  so  on,  all  clubs  having  equal  rights 
without  regard  to  numbers. 

The  New  York  club  was  organised  only  a  few 
months  ago,  and  found  it  difficult  to  find  a  place 
to  practise  in  the  crowded  city — the  length  of  time 
taken  to  go  to  an  out-of-town  site  excluding  that 
idea  from  consideration  ;  but  at  last  permits  to 
cast  in  two  of  the  public  parks  were  obtained,  and 
since  the  platforms  have  been  built  daily  practice 
has  been  had.  Inquiries  have  been  coming  in  from 
all  nearby  cities,  and  many  from  distant  points  in 
the  east,  and  anglers  visit  the  park  to  become 
acquainted  with  others  and  learn  whether  they 
can  take  part  in  this  fascinating  and  useful  practice 
of  the  gentle  angler.  Already  the  movement  that 
will  result  in  the  formation  of  other  casting  clubs 
in  the  east  in  a  short  time  is  on  foot.  East  and 
west  the  desire  for  uniform  rules  is  apparent. 

It  is  often  argued  by  anglers  that  tournament- 
casting — fly  or  bait — is  not  carried  on  under  service 
conditions.  This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent,  but 
tournament-casting,  or  rather  let  us  say  club  prac- 
tice-casting, is  of  immense  benefit  to  the  angler. 
It  teaches  him  how  to  cast  properly  and  deftly, 
and  proves  not  only  what  types  of  rod,  reel,  and 
line  are  best,  but  the  defects  of  unsuitable  tackle 
for  certain  uses.  By  casting  with  others  he  learns 
what  his  own  shortcomings  are,  and  is  taught  the 
proper  way.  Unconsciously  he  picks  up  hints  and 
applies  them  with  satisfaction  and  pleasure.  Not 
all  tournament  tackle  will  give  the  best  results  in 
fishing,  for  some  of  it  is  made  to  withstand  unusual 
strains,  as  in  casting  fly  or  bait  for  distance  records ; 
but  tackle  used  in  accuracy  and  delicacy  casting  is 
good  enough  for  fishing,  and  not  a  few  men  employ 
their  fishing  rods  and  reels  in  tournament  work. 

In  fly  casting  the  angler  cannot  practise  too 
much,  and  competition  is  the  greatest  incentive  to 
that  end;  while  the  angler  who  practises  bait- 
casting  will  become  more  and  more  fascinated 
with  it,  while  acquiring  a  wholesome  respect  for 
a  good  free-running  reel.  This  is  a  school  for 
anglers,  who  realise  very  quickly  that  none  of 
their  companions  expects  them  to  make  long  or 
accurate  casts  at  first,  consequently  there  is  no 
occasion  for  "  stage  fright."  Practice  begets  con- 
fidence, perseverance  begets  enthusiasm,  and  this 
in  turn  leaves  one  so  fascinated  with  the  game  that 
he  cannot  tire  of  it.  Practice-casting,  unlike  trout 
and  bass  fishing,  is  always  in  season.  The  equip- 
ment is  simple :  A  half-dozen  wood  discs  moored 
on  a  pond  at  known  distances,  or  a  few  marks  on  a 
lawn,  your  favourite  rod,  reel,  and  line,  and  you 
are  ready  for  practice  when  there  is  no  fishing.  A 
neighbour  becomes  interested,  other  anglers  join 
you,  a  club  is  formed.  And  without  realising  it 
you  have  a  game  that  is  clean,  instructive,  healthful, 
and  replete  with  possibilities  one  never  tires  in 
striving  for. — Forest  and  Stream,  Oct.  6,  1906. 


There  are  domestic  fires  burning  in  Yorkshire, 
according  to  the  Penny  Magazine,  to-day  which 
ha,ve  never  been  out  for  hundreds  of  years.  At  the 
old-fashioned  farmhouses  in  the  dales  of  Yorkshire 
peat  is  still  burnt.  The  fuel  is  obtained  from  the 
moors,  and  stacks  of  it  are  kept  by  the  farmers  in 
their  stack  garths.  The  country  round  about  is 
noted  for  its  "  girdle  cakes,"  which  are  made  from 
dough  baked  in  quaint  pans  su.spended  over  the 
peat  fires.  The^e  fires  are  kept  glow  ing  from  genera- 
tion to  generation,  and  the  son  warms  himself  at 
the  fire  which  warmed  his  sire  and  his  grandsire  and 
his  grandsire's  sire.  There  is  a  fire  at  Castleton,  in 
the  Whitby  district,  which  has  been  burning  for 
over  200  years. 
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FISHING  STOEIES  FKOM  THE 
INDIAN  TEEEITOEY. 

•  Catoosa,  Ind.  Ter. 

Editor  American  Field ;— Capt.  Reynolds'  hos- 
telry at  Catoosa,  Ind.  Ter.,  is  headquarters  for  a  most 
cosmopolitan  lot  of  people.    Now  a  city  sportsman 
drops  in  who  has  travelled  1000  miles  for  the  two 
weeks'  shooting  during  which  he  considers  that  he 
really  lives,  the  remaining  time  he  is  merely  exist- 
ing and  waiting.     Then  it  is  a  United  States 
Deputy  Marshal  stops  ofiE  a  day  or  two,  just  to 
look  around ;  usually  a  quiet  man  who  has  bullet 
sears  and  a  prospect  of  adding  one  to  them  at  any 
time.    The  best  entertainer  about  the  office  stove 
may  be  a  territorial  criminal  lawyer— nhrewd, 
caustic,  witty,  uncertain  in  age,  and  with  experi- 
ence and  fame  as  a  storyteller.    Wedged  in  the 
circle  of  talkers  or  listeners  will  likely  be  full-blood 
Cherokees,  "white"  Cherokees,  ranchmen,  miners, 
capitalists,  and  Capt.  Reynolds  himself.    One  of 
two  subjects  of  conversation  will  hold  the  floor; 
either  reckless  desperadoes  and  their  doings  or 
shooting  and  fishing.  Most  likely  it  will  be  hunting, 
since  Capt.  Reynolds  is  a  famous  shot  himself, 
with  a  penchant  for  leading  conversation  in  that 
direction.    A  good  story  is  listened  to  with  hearty 
mterest,  a  poor  one  had  best  not  be  told,  but  the 
governing  motive  of  aU  the  narratives  is  the 
tellmg  of  a  greater  yarn  than  the  one  that  went 
before.    Naturally  and  by  right  fish  and  fishing 
receive  a  share  of  attention  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

Oswego  Bill,  of  Kansas,  caught  the  eye  of  Capt. 
Reynolds  and  was  given  the  first  round.    He  said  :— 

"A  few  years  ago  German  carp  began  coming  up 
the  Neosho  river  in  Kansas.  The  first  year  the 
fish  were  very  small,  but  the  next  they  were  from 
fifteen  to  eighteen  inches,  with  some  large  ones.  By 
the  fourth  season,  which  was  the  last,  the  fish  were 
ail  large,  some  of  them  going  beyond  anything  you 
would  think  it  possible  for  carp  to  become.  The 
nver  was  just  simply  alive  with  them,  its  formerly 
clear  depths  being  coloured  to  the  very  bottom.  At 
times  the  fish  would  come  to  the  surface,  and  their 
brilhant  colours  being  reflected  from  the  background 
of  green  trees  upon  the  bank  would  show  like  a  rain- 
bow agamst  the  leaves.  The  boys  began  catching 
the  fish,  some  with  gigs,  others  with  pitchforks,  or 
perhaps  with  heavy  fish  hooks  wired  to  a  pole  The 
fish  were  gigged,  hooked,  speared,  and  caught  in 

A  '^^^y  ^^^^^  in  the 

sand  and  took  to  burrowing  under  rocks  and  in 
holes  under  the  banks.    The  method  of  the  boys 
was  to  stick  their  bare  feet  down  into  the  holes  or 
under  the  rocks,  feel  the  fish  and  gig  him.  Where 
the  banks  were  steep  and  the  water  rather  deep 
one  of  the  boys  bent  down  a  stout  sapling,  and 
holding  to  it  felt  carefully  under  the  water  for  a 
hole.    Finding  one  he  thrust  his  feet  in  and  felt 
for  a  fish,  still  holding  to  the  bush.    Of  a  sudden 
his  foot  and  ankle  were  caught  as  though  by  a 
steel  trap.    The  fish  started  away  with  him 
for  deep  water,  but  he  still  held  on  to  the  tree 
When  the  fish  pulled,  the  tree  bent  and  the  boy's 
head  would  go  under  the  water ;  then  the  elastic 
strength  of  the  tree  asserting  itself,  up  the  boy 
would  come  bringing  the  fish  with  him,  until  its 
ugly,  immense  head  showed.    Reversing,  down 
went  the  boy  again,  but  stiU  holding  grimly  to  the 
tree  and,  of  course,  yelling  for  life  as  long  as  his 
head  was  above  the  surface.    This  manoeuvre  was 
repeated  a  number  of  times,  bringing  the  situation 
near  a  climax,  for  the  fight  could  terminate  only  in 
favour  of  the  fish.    Rushing  up  with  spears  and 
pitchforks,  the  other  boys  gigged  the  big  fish  right 
and  left.    Men  were  attracted  by  the  boy's  cries 
and  joined  in  the  fight,  finally  conquering  the  big 
hsh,  which  proved  to  be  a  German  carp  weighing 
an  hour  after  leaving  the  water,  llOlb." 

Judge  Howell,  the  lawyer  for  the  Cherokees, 
broke  the  silence. 

"I  was  up  here  in  the  Osage  country  once,'.'  he 
said  "hunting  turkeys.  I  found  a  place  on  Sand 
Creek  where  the  turkey  tracks  were  too  thick  to 
see  which  way  the  toes  pointed.  It  was  dry  and  I 
knew  the  jsirds  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  down 
to  that  hole  evenings  for  water.  Makmg  up  my 
mind  to  Bjwait  their  coming,  I  sat  down  by  the 
water  with  my  gun  handy.  The  birds  did  not 
come  for  a  long  time,  and  it  grew  monotonous 
sittmg  there.  I  felt  in  my  pocket,  found  a  hook 
and  line,  looked  under  a  rock,  got  a  worm, 
baited  the  hook  and  idly  dropped  it  into  the  water 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Hi^li  Water  in  tlio  Thames. 

iJy^J"^  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 

gWen  befow      '  """^  °'  ^^^^  ^'  ^-ondon  Bridge 

■30  min.  for  Chelsea.  I55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


140   „    „   Putney.  I75   „    „  Richmond. 

«  „    „   Hammersmith.  80  „    „  Twickenham. 

VyaI^Vi,  "if  u     .  •-    -  Teddington. 

l!.XiMPLB.---If  It  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later 
„„,„'k '"^  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  Hioh  Water  at  London  BRrooE. 
Saturday.     Oct.  27   ^r^"'".  ^To^*" 

tty.    :;  II   "i^  4x1 

Tuesday,        „     30    0  38  nil 

Wednesday,         31    Z  ZllZ:  HI 

Thursday,    Nov.    1    {fs  l'^^ 

^■■'lay,     .,  2   2.26  ::::::::::::;:::  fit 


Getting  a  bite,  I  pulled  out  one  of  those  perch— 
pretty  good  size— say  as  big  as  your  hand  It 
was  too  big  for  bait  for  a  bass  I  knew,  but,  having 
nothing  better  to  do,  I  hooked'  it  in  above  the  tail 
a  httle  way,  and  dropped  it  back  into  the 
water.  It  swam  slowly  back  and  forth  while  I 
watched  it,  and  kept  a  weather  eye  open  for  the 
turkeys.  I  got  a  bite  that  shocked  me— you  know 
how  a  black  bass  can  bite.  I  knew  it  wouldn't  do 
to  try  to  land  him,  the  line  wouldn't  stand  it  so  I 
worried  him  up  and  down  the  deep  hole  and 
around  and  around. 

"The  turkeys  were  forgotten,  my  gun  was 
pitched  into  the  sand.  A  half  hour's  careful  per- 
sistent work  and  I  got  him  up  close  enough  to  see 
his  head.  I  was  dumfounded,  not  only  by  the 
size  of  the  head,  but  by  the  fact  that  the  fish  was  not 
hooked  at  all.  He  had  swallowed  the  large  perch 
head  first,  and  it  stuck  in  his  throat  so  he  couldn't 
get  it  up  or  down.  It  was  the  biggest  bass  I  had 
ever  seen,  and  the  fear  of  losing  him  threw  me 
mto  a  « blue  funk.'  You  may  be  sure  that  fish 
was  handled  carefully,  now,  without  any  undue 
strain  on  that  line.  I  was  in  the  water  and  out, 
^'/.u  Tu      u  partly  from  perspiration. 

If  the  fish  sulked  I  was  sm-e  he  was  gone  and 
puUed  the  hne,  and  when  he  responded  with  a  rush 
I  knew  he  would  break  away.  I  heard  the  turkeys 
—they  came  provoking  close-but  I  had  no  time  for 
turkeys  then.  I  suppose  the  turkeys  thought 
that  performance  the  craziest  ever  seen,  and  unlike 
their  usual  wary  selves  they  were  bound  to  see  it 
out.  Under  the  leadership  of  a  gobbler,  whose 
beard  dragged  the  ground,  and  which  I  would  have 
given  fifty  dollars  to  shoot  any  other  time,  they 
came  up  to  the  creek  bank,  thirteen  of  them 
parading  around,  twisting  their  heads,  'cooting' 
and  kookmg,  and  eyemg  me  with  one  eye  at  a 
ut'i  ,  provoking.  Especially  when  the  old 
gobbler  let  loose  a  gobble  that  could  be  heard  a 
mile  and  I  was  scared  to  death  for  fear  the  fish 
would  break  away.  I  fell  to  cussing  the  bird  so 
soundly  that  the  whole  flock  knew  it  was  a  white 

Ti,*°°«  u*"  ^'"^^^^  f^tlier 
aebate.  Ihe  fish  was  tiring  unmistakably,  so  I 
slowly  puUed  him  ashore,  then  getting  my  fingers 
carefuUy  into  his  gills  lifted  him  gently  out  of^the 
water.  He  proved  a  smaU-mouthed  black  bass 
and  weighed  ]ust  221b.  4oz.-I  accounted  for  the 
four  ounces  by  the  weight  of  the  perch  in  the  bass's 
mouth.  As  I  was  pullmg  this  perch  out  the  bass 
gave  a  great  flop,  and  fell  back  into  the  water  " 
lhat  story  18  pretty  good,"  said  Oswego  Bill, 

221b  ir?"  ^''^  ^^'^^^'^  j"^^* 

"My  dear  Bill,"  gently  expostulated  Judge, 

thdr'bacCr^"''"  '^^^  ^^^^  ^-1-  - 

Oswego  Bill  saM  if  they  would  give  him  an  extra 
blanket  he  would  go  to  bed,  he  hadn't  felt  well 
anyhow  since  he  came  to  the  devilish  territory, 
but  Unce  Dan  said  he  had  an  alhgator  story  he 

i^-rS  J°  ^^P*-  Reynolds  recalled 

his  efforts  to  kill  a  "sea  mule"  with  a  40-82 
Wmchester;  but  both  stories  had  to  wait  untU 
the  next  evening. -Chakles  Askins,  in  the 
American  Field. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley),— The  recent  rains  have  im- 
proved the  condition  of  the  river,  and  a  fair  stream 
has  been  runmng  during  the  past  week.    A  good 
number  of  roach  have  been    caught,  includine 
specunens  up  to  lib.  3foz.  and  lib.  12oz.;  somi 
jack  up  to  71b.  have  also  been  taken  by  anglers 
while  spinning.     Patrons  of  J.  James  have  been 
rewarded  with  a  161b.  bag  of  roach,  while  cUents  of 
(j.  bmitn  have  also  had  some  good  bags.  The  leaves 
are  now  beginning  to  fall,  and  the  weeds  to  decay ;  a 
tew  frosts  and  a  good  stream  would  greatly  help 
matters ;  the  water,  however,  should  be  in  very  fa& 
condition  by  the  'Reek  end.    Bankers  have  been 
doing  better,  the  prospects  for  sport  being  promising 
—Stanley  Mead.  ® 
Thames  (Wraysbury).  —  The  river  has  been 
slightly  coloured  by  the  rain,  and  sport  has  improved 
m  consequence.    I  have  had  nice  mixed  bags  each 
time  I  have  been  out  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  a 
few  perch  and  an  occasional  barbel  on  the  roach 
tackle,  and  no  doubt  a  good  bag  of  the  latter 
could  be  got  by  a  liberal  baiting  if  the  weather  keeps 
mUd,  but  if  It  turns  cold  and  frosty  it  will  be  best 
to  try  the  chub  with  pith  and  brains,  and  if  very 
windy  jack  and  perch  should  give  the  best  sport  - 
P.  Bbown.  . 

Avon  (Bingwood).— The  river  is  now  in  very 
good  condition  after  the  rains  of  late  and  sport  has 
been  very  good.  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Thorne  had 
a  very  good  take  of  pike,  taking  twenty-two  fish 
up  to  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  Thos.  Bucklev  also  had  some 
very  nice  roach  and  perch,  the  latter  up  to 
21b.  Mr.  Martin  had  five  pike  up  to  141b.,  and 
another  gentleman  got  six  pike  up  to  8Jlb.  Mr.  L 
F.  Harrison  and  friend  fishing  the  Bistern  water 
took  fifteen  dozen  roach  up  to  lib.  9ik)z.,  also  a 
chub  of  41b.  9Joz.— M.  W.  Haytek. 

Botfcisham  I,ooks  (Water  beach).— The  past 
week  has  been  summer-like.  Butterflies  abound  by 
the  river  side.  Angling  has  been  carried  on  with 
pleasure,  and  with  improvement  all  round,  both  in 
size  of  fish  and  weight  of  the  creels,  roach  and  perch 
givmg  good  sport.  Those  in  quest  of  the  pike 
have  bean  well  rewarded  all  along  this  part 
of  the  Cam  with  seven  fish  to  a  rod,  largest  fish 
y^lb.,  and  a  quantity  from  ^\h.  each  to  51b.  This 
is  the  first  season  the  lady  angler  has  been  seen  here 
after  the  pike,  the  fish  bemg  well  on  the  feed. 
Several  have  fallen  to  their  rods  up  to  4lb.  a  fish. 
Water  in  excellent  condition.  Live  bait  at  the 
locks.— J oHN  O.  Geoege,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is 
now  very  big,  the  volume  having    very  much 
increased  during  the  last  week.    It  ,is  stated  that 
there  are  a  good  number  of  fish  in  the  higher 
reaches,  and  that  the  prospects  for  this  period  of 
the  year  are  decidedly  encouraging.    The  Board  of 
Conservators  have  taken  samples  of  water  from 
the   Harbourne    for   inspection.     Regarding  the 
aUeged  pollution  of  the   Webbem  by  the  mines, 
it  was  stated  that  an  expert  would  be  called  in 
with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  the  effluent  to  which 
the  Board  objected.    Mr.  Sydney  Adams  of  Hex- 
worthy,  and  formerly  of  Totnes,  who,  it  will  be 
remembered,  has  taken  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
restocking  of  the  Dart,  haa  written  the  Conservators 
on  the  question  of  the  food  supply  for  fish  mentioned 
m  Mr.  Richmond's  report.    He  wrote  that  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  owing  to  the  granite 
bed  and  the  heavy  floods  food  would  not  grow 
therefore  he  suggested    that  the  Board  should 
write  to  the  Torquay  Corporation  for  permission  to 
net  their  reservoirs  for  minnows,  which  abounded 
there.    It  was  pointed  out  that  mmnows  were  a 
capital  food  for  trout,  but  they  ate  the  food  of 
young  trout.    EventuaUy  the  Board  decided  to  call 
Mr.  Adams'  attention  to  this  fact— that  the  Board 
did  not  wish  to  introduce  more  mouths  to  eat  up 
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the  food.  It  has  been  decided  to  ask  Mr.  Kichmond 
for  further  details  on  severaJ  points  of  interest. — 
Devonian. 

►  Devonshire  Streams. — The  Taw  has  been  very 
high  this  week,  owing  to  the  heavy  rains,  and  a  good 
many  anglers  have  been  out.  To  the  Teign  Board 
of  Conservators  it  was  reported  at  their  last  meeting 
that  ,the  Board  of  Fisheries  had  approved  of  the 
plans  for  the  fish  pass  at  Bridford  Weir,  and  that  the 
estimate  for  the  work  was  £1 14.  In  consequence  of,the 
cost  it  was  decided  to  rescind  the  resolution  aiithoris- 
ingthe  carrying  out  of  thepass.  The  Boardpas&ed  the 
following  important  resolution  : — "  That  the  Board 
o£  Conservators  for  the  Teign  Fishery  District  do 
hereby  revoke  the  bye-law  previously  made  as  to 
the  annual,  close  season  and  the  annual  close 
season  for  rods,  and  in  lieu  thereof  do  hereby 
make  the  following  bye-law — namely,  '  The  annual 
close  season  shall  commence  on  Sept.  1  in  each 
year,  and  terminate  on  March  2  following, 
both  days  inclusive,  and  the  annual  close  season  for 
rods  shall  commence  on  Nov.  1  in  each  year,  and 
terminate  on  Jan.  31  following,  both  days  inclu- 
sive.' " — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  weather  has  been  very 
broken  for  the  last  week,  and  the  river  up  and  down 
almost  daily,  Being  only  in  order  for  a  few  hours 
at  a  time  good  sport  could  not  be  expected,  as  fish 
do  not  settle  in  the  pools.  A  good :  many 
fish  seem  to  have  reached  the  upper  waters, 
good  sport  being  credited  to  the  Eamont. 
One  angler  had  four  in  a  day's  fishing,  but 
his  name  is  not  to  hand.  On  Oct.  16,  Mr.  T. 
Robinson  had  one  91b.,  and  on  Oct.  18,  one  111b., 
in  the  Cargo  water.  The  Warwick  Hall  keeper, 
one,  181b. ;  Mr,  Joseph  Harris  and  a  friend  one  each, 
71b.  and  81b.,  and  on  Oct.  22,  Mr.  Harris  one  131b., 
at  Wetheral.  These  small  fish  are  probably  what 
should  have  come  up  in  the  summer  as  grilse. 
River  in  fine  order  to-day  (Wednesday). —  Silvee 
Gbby. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Ezeter)i — An  important  meeting 
of,  the  Teign  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  at 
Newton  Abbott  on  Oct.  19,  Mr.  W.  J.  Watts  pre- 
siding. It  was  reported  by  the  Clerk  that  the  Board 
of  Fisheries  had  approved  of  the  plans  for  the  fish 
pass  at  Bridford  Weir,  but  that  £114  was  the  lowest 
estimf>+'  that  could  be  obtained,  and  the  resolution 
.  ig  the  carrying  out  of  the  necessary  work  was 
It  was  resolved  that  in  future  the  annual 
-uoon  shall  commence  on  Sept.  1  in  each  year 
and  terminate  on  March  2  following,  both  .days 
inclusive,  and  the  annual  close  season  for 'rods 
shall  commence  on  Nov.  1  in  each  year 
and  terminate  on  Jan.  31  following,  both 
days  inclusive.  The  clerk  reported  that  nine  salmon, 
thirty-four  peal,  and  eight  bull  trout  had  been 
placed  above  ,the  weir  at  Bridford.  Water  Bailiff 
Vance's  report  on  the  past  season's  net  fishing 
showed  that  504  salmon,  139  grilse,  40  bull  trout, 
and  363  sea-trout  had  been  caught  by  the 
nets  at  Teignmouth  during  the  past  season. 
Some  nice  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe, 
also  roach,  perch  and  eels  in  the  rivers  and  canal,  the 
late  rains  having  improved  the  water  a  good  deal. 
The  Canal  Angling  Competition  resulted  in 
forty  fish  being  caught,  but  unfortunately  the 
larger  fish  were  not  in  evidence  as  anticipated. 
Pollack  and  mullet  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth 
pier,  but  only  a  few  small  bass.  Some  masonry 
work  necessary  in  Exmouth  dock  has  necessitated 
the  water  being  let  out  low  for  some  days,  and  has 
prevented  good  catches.  The  most  successful  anglers 
have  been  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Wliite,  Popkin,  Cobley, 
Perrys  (three),  Beck,  Bastins  (two),  Maxwell, 
Trevellick,  H.  Lavis,  and  others. — Red  Palmes. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — I  have  no  satisfactory 
news  for  anglers.  The  Lea  and  its  tributaries  con- 
tinue low  and  clear,  and  the  weather  has  been  fine 
and  bright,  with  the  result  that  no  reports  of  good 
sport  have  come  to^hand. — Izaak  Walton. 

IiTigg  and  Arrow  iI>eoniinster>.  —  Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  better  order  than  they  have 
been  for  some  months,  and  grayling  have  been 
rising  well,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out 
using  fiy  and  maggot,  and  the  prospects  for  sport 
are  now  good. — Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Very  good  mixed  bags 
of  roach,  rudd  and  perch  have  been  had  by  several 
gentlemen  out  during  the  week,  but  pikists  have 
missed  a  good  chance  as  it  has  been  a  line  time  for 
the  fish,  which  had  been  showing  well  and  making 
the  fry  "  scoot "  in  all  directions  here.  The  water  is 
simply  all  that  could  be  desired  now_  and  the  weeds 
are  growing  fast. — A.  Scaed. 

Onse  (Hnntingdonj. — Notwithstanding  the  un- 
settled weather  and  the  quantity  of  rain  which  has 
fallen,,the  colour  of  the  water  has  not  improved  in 
the  slightest,  although  it  is  a  nice  height.  Pike 
fishing  is  now  receiving  some  attention,  but  very 
Uttle  sport  has  been  had.  A  few  chub  have  been 
taken.  A  good  flood  is  much  wanted  to  wash  away 
the  weeds  and  add  a  little  colour  to  the  water,  and 


until  we  get  this  I  do  not  anticipate  much  improve- 
ment in  sport. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Pl^montb. — The  Tavy  is  in  good  condition,  and 
several  nice  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week. 
Some  visitors  staying  at  Yelverton  have  had  good 
sport  with  the  school  peal.  As  we  have  only  a  week 
or  so  left  fishermen  had  better  make  gocd  use  of 
their  time.  The  reports  I  get  from  the  Camel  and 
Fowey  are  a  little  more  encouraging  than  they  have 
been,  but  the  season  up  to  now  has  not  been  good. 
— William  Heaeder. 

Snssex  Bivers  and  Chicliester  Canal.— The 
weather  during  the  week  has  -been  more  like  April 
than  October.  The  rivers  are  in  fair  order  but  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  expectations  in  some  districts. 
On  Oct.  21  fishing  in  the  tidal  water  at  Barcombe 
Mills,  on  the  Ouse,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridger  and  Mr.  A. 
Snelgrove  captured  some  good  roach.  Fishing 
on  the  Cuckmere,  Mr.  F.  Worcester  landed  some  good 
bream,  the  heaviest  fish  weighing  over  21b.,  and 
among  fish,  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Hall  was  a  bream  of 
IJlb.  Roach  and  dace  have  been  captured  from  the 
Adur  at  ^Steyning,  and  a  pike  of  5 Jib.  was  notified 
from  the  Henfield  district  taken  by  Mr.  J.  N. 
Musson.  Ml'.  Trusler,  of  Henfield,  secured  a  brace 
of  SJlb.  each  at  Bines  Bridge,  and  Mr.  Burtenshaw 
at  Betley  Bridge  hooked  several  of  about  21b.  each. 
Chichester  Canal ,  is  in  fair  trim  and  teeming  with 
fish  of  all  description.  Quantities  of  small  bream, 
roach,  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  nothing 
over  l|lb.  among  the  bream.  A  few  small 
pike  have  succumbed  to  live  gorge,  and  eels 
up  to  2^1b.  have  been  caught  on  night  lines. 
A  remarkably  fine  catch  of  fish  was  made  on  Oct.  19 
at  Pagham  Harbour  by  Charles  Pelham,  of  Selsea, 
George  Pelham,  and  Mark  Wingfield,  of  Little- 
hampton.  With  trammel  nets  they  secured  1291b.  of 
mullet,  five  of  the  .heaviest  weighing  591b.,  and  the 
largest  turned  the  scale  at  151b.  2oz.  This  fish  has  been 
sent  to  Dr.  Cundy,  of  Sutton,  in  Surrey.  Two  others 
weighed  141b.  each,  one  13|lb.,  and  one  121b.  There 
was  also  taken  3cwt.  of  bass  and  Icwt.  of  flounders, 
averaging  from  lib.  to  31b.  each.  In  Chichester 
Harbour  quantities  of  large  bass,  salmon,  and  cod- 
fish are  in  evidence,  also  herrings,  plaice,  and  dabs. 
— Geoege  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  is  getting  into 
better  order  than  it  has  been  for  months.  A  good 
number  of  ^rods  have  been  out  and  grayling  have 
been  rising  well  in  all  parts.  Bottom  fishing 
has  been  successful  with  maggot,  and  good  lots 
of  chub,  dace,  and  perch  landed.  Pike  are  now 
feeding.  On  Oct.  23  a  nice  pike  over  51b.  was  taken 
under  Whitchffe  with  live  bait.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Usk  (Dak). — The  river  has  been  rising  and  falling 
recently  in  consequence  of  the  frequent  rain,  and 
tliis  makes  the  fish  unsettled.  Very  few  fish  are 
showing  themselves,  but  notwithstanding  this  a  fair 
amoimt  of  sport  has  been  obtained  since  ,my  last 
report,  especially  on  the  upper  water,  Capt. 
PhiUips  killing  one  or  more  salmon  most 
days.  There  are  not  many  anglers  out  on  the 
lower  water.  The  following  successes  are  reported : 
— Oct.  16,  Captain  PhilUps,  three,  161b.,  81b.,  and 
61b.,  in  Llwyn;  Mr.  Russell  Gray,  one,  121b.,  in  the 
Rookery.  Oct.  16,  Captain  Phillips,  one,  S^lh. ; 
Mr.  Pry ce- Jenkins,  two,  171b.  and  81b.  ;  Oct.  18, 
Captain  PhiUips,  one,  5jlb. ;  Oct.  20,  Colonel 
Morris,  one;  Captain  Phillips,  three,  101b.,  6Jlb., 
and  61b. ;  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  three ;  Oct.  22,  Mr.  H. 
W.  Pride,  one,  8lb.,  in  the  Road  Pool;  Captain 
Phillips,  one,  141b.,  in  Glan  William ;  Oct.  23,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Pride,  one,  101b.,  in  the  Lower  Pandy;  Capt. 
PhiUips,  one,  5Ib.,  on  Brynderwen  Flat ;  and  Mr. 
Sweet  Escott,  one. — T.  R. 

Welsh  Harp  (Heudon).  —  Amongst  the  success- 
ful bream  anglers  on  Oct.  21  were  Messrs.  Smith, 
R.  Watson,  A  Buckingham,  and  G.  Barber;  while 
on  Oct.  19  I  had  one  of  over  31b. — H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  heavy 
rain  we  had  on  Oct.  18  caused  these  rivers  to  swell, 
so  that  fly  fishing  was  out  of  the  question  until 
Oct.  22,  when  the  Wye  and  higher  portions  of  the 
Derwent  got  into  fair  order,  and  a  few  anglers  were 
out,  but  the  water  being  too  high,  not  many  fish  were 
caught.  The  water  is  now  getting  in  nice  condition, 
and  the  weather  promises  for  a  little  frost,  which 
would  improve  grayling  fishing  all  round.  A  good 
few  anglers  have,  been  fishing  the  What- 
standwell  portion  of  ■  the  Derwent,  and  a  few 
nice-sized  perch  and  roach  have  been  obtained. 
The  prospect'  is  now  favourable,  and  with  the 
foUowing  flies  a  few  nice-sized  grayling  should  be 
taken :  Hare's  Ear,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Needle  Fly, 
Red  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Little  Chap,  October 
Dun,;,Grey  Palmer,  and  Claret  Bvunble. — Dotteeel. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  long  continued  low 
state  of  the  water  changed  about  the  middle  of  the 
month  to  half  flood,  and  this  brought  better  sport 
to  the  majority  of  anglers,  except  those  on  the 


lower  waters,  where':  before  the  rise  in  the  waters, 
which  has  drawn  fish  further  up  the  stream,  the 
river  was  alive  with  fish.;^  On  Oct.  15,  Mr.  RusseU, 
fishing  the  Lower  Forglen  water,  landed  seven  fish, 
61b.,  7ilb.,  101b.,  171b.,  181b.,  181b.,  and.  231b., 
giving  a  total  weight  of  99|lb.  On  Oct.  18,  Mr. 
WiUiams  had  two  fish  on  the  Duff  House  water,  of 
191b.  and  221b.  respectively.  Sport  has  been  ,very 
good  on  the  Huntly  Committee  water.  On  Oct.  8, 
WUliam  Rough  had  a  fish  of  81b.,  and  Murdoch 
Spence  one,  51b.  ;  on  Oct.  12,  Mr.  Slorach  had  one, 
91b. ;  on  Oct.  13,  James  Bain  had  a  fish  of  51b., 
Charles  Clark,,  one,  6Jlb.,  and  one  of  161b. ;  on 
Oct.  15,  George  Brown  had  one,  5lb.,  and  James 
Logie,  one,  61b. ;  on  Oct.  16,  John  Cruickshank 
killed  one,  61b. ;  James  Logie,  one,  171b.;  William^ 
Crighton,  one,  41b. ;  and  Mr.  Jessieman,  one,  71b. ; 
on  Oct.  17,  William  Rough  had  one,  lOIb.,  and  on 
Oct.  18,  four,  31b.,  71b.,  12)b.,  and  111b.;  James 
Logie,  three  fish,  21b.,  71b.,  and  91b.;  John 
McKenzie,  one,  71b. ;  James  Scott,  one,  61b.  ;  and 
on  Oct.  19,  James  Logie  had  one,  9^1b.  On  Oct.  20, 
and  in  the  beginning  of  the  present  week,  the  river 
was  in  exceedingly  high  flood  and  the  water  was 
greatly  discoloured,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before 
it  settles  down  to  be  at  all  suitable  for  ansling. 
— H.  W.  ^  ^ 

Lochmaddy.  —  Fishing  on  Lochmaddy  Hotel 
waters  was  very  successfully  prosecuted  during  week 
ending  Oct.  20.  The  number  of  fish  landed  was  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  102  sea-trout,  weighing  1361b. 
(heaviest.  61b.);  best  baskets  came  from  Horisary 
Loch.  Mr.  T.  Edwards  Moss,  on  Oct.  19,  landed 
sixteen  sea-trout,  weighing  31^1b. ;  Mr.  Simpson, 
fourteen,  weighing  251b. ;  Mrs.  Eckersley,  onSeapool, 
three,  weighing  101b. 

North  of  bcotland. — Dee. — On  the  Forest  of 
Birse  Lodge  water.  Bishop  Chisholm,  Aberdeen, 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  251b. ;  Mr.  Maxwell  Scott,  one 
of  231b. ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Heaven,  one  of  121b. ;  while 
several  others  have  been  got  since  then.  On  the 
Huntly  Arms  water.  Dr.  South  had  a  fish  of  161b. 
On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Banchory,  and  Durris 
sections  sport  is  again  reviving  after  the  recent  fill, 
the  weather,  river,  and  conditions  generaUy  being 
excellent.  On  the  Park  water,  M.  Riviere  and 
party  had  ten  fish  last  week,  scaling  up  to  181b.,  and 
on  Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  the  same  rods 
had  six  fish  among  them,  all  good  weights  and  fresh 
up.  On  the  Culter  water.  Sir  Arthur  Kekewich  had 
eight  fish  up  to  201b.;  while  Mr.  Fortescue  and 
Professor  Cash  had  six  on  the  Kingcausie  section, 
from  101b.  to  201b.  On  the  Gathdee  waters,  Mr. 
Forbes  had  ten  sea-trout,  Mr.  Meft"  twelve,  Mr. 
Smith  six,  and  other  anglers  similar  baskets,  on 
Oct.  20.  Don. — On  the  Pitmedden  water,  Mr.  John 
Grant  creeled  for  Dr.  Sharpies,  R.N.,  the  Clyde,  a 
beauty  of  19Jlb.,  on  Oct.  22.  On  the  Grandhohn 
water,  the  Countess  of  Suffolk  has  had  about  a 
dozen  daily ;  and  from  three  to  six  fish  are  being 
had  on  the  Kintore  water  by  the  numerous  rods  on 
this  free  section.  On  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Mclnlosh  had 
one,  81b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  one,  17^1b. ;  and  Mr.  Camp- 
beU  one  of  141b.  Ythan  and  Ugie. — Splendid 
baskets  of  sea-trout  are  being  made  by  worming, 
and  one  or  two  salmon  after  the  same  manner. — 
G.  M. 

Sonth  of  Scotland. — The  Annan. — A  number 
of  anglers  fished  for  herling  with  worm  bait  on  Oct. 
22.  Miss  Rae  landed  half-a-dozen  in  the  Fish  House 
water,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law  landed  ten.  Captain 
Ewart  landed  two  or  three  on  Oct.  23.  In  the 
heavy  waters  salmon  have  been  running  right  on  to 
the  upper  reaches,  where  a  number  have  fallen  to  the 
rods.  In  the  Four  Towns  waters  four  salmon  fell  to 
the  rods  on  Saturday, -Oct.  20,  and  on  Oct.  22  and 
23  other  good  fish  were  caught.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  upper  water  on  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Armstrong  landed 
one  of  61b.  Mr.  Johnstone  and  a  stranger  fishing 
the  Dinwoodie  portion  landed  oud  of  111b.  with 
fly.  Quite  a  number  of  herling  have  been  caught 
in  the  upper  waters  during  the  past  week  besides  a 
grilse  of  51b.  In  the  lower  waters  near  to  Annan  the 
fish  have  been  running  right  on  to  the  higher  por- 
tions and  nothing  has  been  done  this  back-end  in  the 
tidal  waters  with  the  exception  of  one  salmon  of  7Jlb. 
Mr.  Gladstone  had  a  good  salmon  as  also  had  Mr. 
McLean  (Lockerbie).  Three  were  caught  on  Friday 
in  the  Hightae  water.  Several  of  the  salmon  caught 
were  taken  by  cross  line  fishing  in  the  Hightae 
water.  In  no  other  river  or  loch  in  Scotland,  as  far 
as  I  am  aware,  is  cross  line  fishing  allowed.  Two  or 
three  salmon  have  been  taken  with  worm  in  the 
GreenhUl  water  near  Hightae  of  the  Four  Towns 
portion.  The  fish  caught  have  weighed  from 
16lb.  to  191b.  each.  In  the  Castle  milkwater 
one  or  two  have  been  caught  with  the  fly. 
The  Dumpeies  Nith. — This  river  is  now  doing 
better.  Mr.  Thomson  has  landed  three  salmon,  and 
hooked  and  lost  several  others  in  the  portion  below 
the  ducal  viUage.  A  number  of  fish  are  show- 
ing this  week  in  the  Closeburn  reaches,  but  nothing 
is  doing  at  Sanquhar.    The  season  on  the  Nith 
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Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  sti-oag,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart. 

5h  ^-^J^^.  tt  :ir^S^Ser^  ^^^^  . 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.     New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Eeel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 
100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 
30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 
I  All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
tile  market.    They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 

they  g'^et  ""'^  """"^        "^^^  ^''^^'^       ^^'"^'^  ^'^^ 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

savin^nfa/if'^rl^iiV  f',!^H„''*'"?^  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast."  ^•"ji'jn  m 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 

E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  Lines  are  rippers." 

'''--^  rnbUd^n^^a  hl^ 

he  a'h'l^h^r'ill^TSllha;^  ^^^^  ''-"^'^""y-   ^^e  line  seems  to 

E  M   K.C.,  writes  ;  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  castin"  so  much  better  fhan  T 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingftsher  Line.    It  makes  °a  dean  job  "  ^ 

hacit  ^:u^i7ZTt^:n^%iif^iT     " ' ''''' ''''  I 
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SOLID  SILVER  CHALLENGE  CUPS. 
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Boats  : 
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GOLD,  SILVER,  AND  BRONZE  MEDALS. 
MANY   ADDITIONAL  PRIZES. 
ALL  CATCHES  WEIGHED. 


CHEAP   WEEK  END  TICKETS. 


FINEST  BOATS. 
MOST 
RENOWNED 
BOATMEN. 


Forms  of  Entry,  Prize  List,  and  Rules  on  application  to- 

FURTHPPP.o.^^^'^^^^'^^'  Anglers'   Hall,  Deal. 

FURTHER  PARTICULARS  FOR  BOAT  COMPETITION,  DINNER,  &c.,  NEXT  WEEK. 
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closes  on  N"ov.  14.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — These 
rivers  are  now  in  the  best  order  for  the  fly,  but  pport 
has  not  been  so  good  in  the  lower  portions  of  the 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  and  the  Gatehouse  Fleet. 
Salmon  are  now  showing  in  the  higher  reaches,  and 
sport  is  more  promising.  The  season  on  the  above 
rivers  will  close  on  Oct.  31.  The  Ayrshire  Rivers. 
— All  the  rivers  in  this  district  are  in  the  best  of 
order,  but  sport  has  been  poor.  The  prospects  are 
more  promising  for  the  coming  week. — Heather- 
bell. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

As  reported  last  week,  we  have  had  a  flood  at  last, 
and  for  more  than  a  week  both  the  main  rivers  have 
been  running  Ln  capital  volume.  The  hopes  of  the 
salmon  anglers  therefore  are  of  a  more  rosy  hue  than 
they  were  some  time  back,  and  capital  sport  is  sure 
to  follow  this  rise  in  the  rivers — they  having  been 
from  4  feet  high  down  to  2  feet — now  in  grand 
running  condition  for  salmon  getting  to  the  upper 
reaches.  Many  fish  of  all  kinds  have  been  observed 
going  over  the  canals  at  various  parts  of  the  lower 
waters,  and  this  is  no  doubt  a  good  omen  for 
the  patient  disciple  of  old  Izaak.  Trout  angling  on 
the  rivers  in  the  Kelso  district  has  now  come  to  a 
close.  The  results  have  been  disappointing  all  over  ; 
no  doubt  this  has  been  owing  to  the  unfavovirable 
conditions  of  water  and  the  elements.  As  a  rule, 
baskets  were  light,  but  one  feature  of  the  season  was 
the  large  number  of  big  fish  caught,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  attributable 
to  the  winter  protection  of  the  trout.  Owing  to  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  rivers  very  few  salmon 
anglers  have  been  out  lately,  but  on  the  Teviot  on 
Tuesday  Major  Paton  had  a  nice  salmon  of  lOJlb. 
This  is  the  only  fish  recorded  during  the  present 
week,  but  once  the  stre  ims  fairly  settle  down,  and 
fish  have  time  to  rest,  we  may  expect  to  hear  of 
some  grand  sport  in  the  salmon  line. — M.axwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District — The  rivers  this  week 
have  been  in  fine  order  for  flv  fishing,  and  good 
sport  was  the  result.  The  County  Down  coast 
streams  were  run  by  both  salmon  and  sea-trout, 
and  sport  amongst  the  latter  is  reported  to 
have  been  good.  The  Lagan  was  in  fine  trim, 
and  the  same  applies  to  the  Maine.  On 
Oct.  23,  fishing  from  Cullybackey  to  Galgorm, 
Mr.  J.  J.  Loughead  killed  twelve  trout,  including  a 
very  nice  fish  of  3^1b.  ;  Mr.  James  Murray  ten,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe  eight.  The  river  was  in  the  very 
best  condition  when  blue  dye  stuff  from  a  local 
manufacturing  place  turned  it  into  a  stinking  sewer 
inside  half  an  hour.  Salmon  are  rising  poorly  in 
the  Maine.  At  Woodburn  the  trouting  improved  a 
bit.— J.  A.  B. 

Blaokwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  Tyrone  Black- 
water  was  in  good  play  all  the  week,  and  about 
Benburb  both  salmon  and  lake  trout  showed  well 
in  the  pools.  The  closing  month  is  the  best  one  on 
this  river,  but  the  total  catch  this  season  has  been 
below  the  average.  The  season  closes  on  Oct.  31. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Iiough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Lough  Currane  is  rising  rapidly,  and  all  the  rivers 
are  in  high  flood.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  push- 
ing on  to  the  spawning  grounds,  where  it  is  hoped 
that  the  protection  provided  will  be  ample  enough 
to  protect  them  from  the  ruthless  hands  of  the 
poachers. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy,  Longrhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  CBalllua,  co. 
Mayo).  —  During  the  week  Mr.  Catchpool  had 
several  pike,  largest  171b  ;  Mr.  C.  Belgrove  had  four 
pike,  91b.,  11  ^Ib.,  161b.,  251b.,  also  thirty-five  brace 
of  wild  fowl.  The  loughs  are  in  good  order  for  pike 
now. — Jim  Hearn  &  Sons. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BallinskelliifB. — On  two  days  that  were  favour- 
able good  sport  was  had  at  whiting,  bream,  and 
haddock,  but  for  the  past  four  days  no  fishing  could 
be  done  in  consequence  of  very  bad  weather. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sea  angling  has  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  here  by  harsh  winds,  heavy  rain,  and  a 
very  high  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Snmham-on-Croncli. — There  are  a  good  number 
of  the  various  sea  fish  in  the  river  now,  and  are 
being  caught  with  the  tyawl  and  hook.  Mr.  W. 
Yardley,  trawling  on  Oct.  17,  caught  among 
other  fish  four  soles,  each  weighing  just  over 
21b. ;  and  the  hand  line,  as  well  as  the  rod  and  line, 
anglers  have  been  bringing  ashore  some  very  good 
fish.  I  have  just  seen  a  string  of  eels,  dabs,  and 
whiting  that  Mr.  W.  Spooner  caught  this  morning 
off  his  moored  yacht.  Others  are  now  out,  but  I 
cannot  record  their  catches  as  they  will  not  be 
ashore  in  time  for  this  report.  This  week- 
end will  probably  be  the  best  of  the  season. 
Have  just  seen  some  nice  whiting,  dabs,  and  one  eel 
brought  ashorej  by  Mr.  Stock  and  Mr.  Collins  who 


had  been  fishing  in  the  Ness  Hole  to-day  (Oct.  23). 
They  no  doubt  would  have  had  a  better  catch  had 
they  been  down  earlier,  so  they  could  have  fished 
the  earlier  ebb-tide. — J.  Wright. 

Darryuane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  has  been  good 
at  bream,  scad,  and  whiting  up  to  Oct.  20.  Since 
then  no  fishing  could  be  done  owing  to  bad  weather. 
Rock  fishing  is  over  for  the  year,  but  boat  fishing 
will  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the  weather  permits. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Oct.  18 — Wind  S.W.,  fine,  and  bright 
sunshine.  Decent  sport  obtained.  Mr.  Reay,  fish- 
ing from  12  to  3.30.  p.m.  on  the  Bank,  secured 
twelve  cod  and  codling  weighing  491b.,  two  whiting, 
five  dabs,  and  one  uss-dog.  Oct.  19. — Westerly  wind, 
fine,  with  bright  sunshine.  '  One  catch  :  One  score 
whiting,  two  codling  (91b.),  one  plaice  (2^1b.),  five 
dabs,  and  four  uss-dogs.  Oct.  20. — Light  south 
wind,  with  blue  sky  and  bright  sunshine.  Sport 
during  the  daytime  rather  indifferent.  Those  that 
stayed  out  till  darkness  set  in  secured  good  takes  of 
good  codling,  whiting,  and  a  few  mixtures.  In  the 
evening  quite  a  contingent  of  angling  gentlemen  put 
in  an  appearance.  Oct.  21. — Light  S.S.W.  breeze. 
Several  boats  put  out  to  different  fishing  grounds, 
but  sport  was  rather  spotty  owing  to  the  water 
becoming  clear.  Messrs.  J.  H.  A.  Reay,  R.  W.  Reay, 
and  S.  B.  Baxter  fished  well  towards  Ramsgato, 
and  caught  one  and  a  half  score  of  whiting  and  dabs 
and  seven  codling ;  Messrs.  Holbrow  and  Tautz, 
with  several  other  boats,  fished  on  different  grounds 
with  poor  results.  Oct.  22. — Light  S.W.  breeze. 
Water  clear.  A  few  decent  takes  of  fish.  Messrs. 
J.  H.  A.  Reay  and  R.  W.  Reay,  five  score  whiting, 
thirteen  dabs,  one  plaice,  three  dogfish,  and  one 
codling  (about  61b.).  Oct.  23.— S.W.  wind,  fine. 
Wfiter  very  clear.  Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Reay  and  Mr. 
Belcher  secured  four  score  whiting  and  one  score 
dabs.  I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Reay  and  his  party 
have  secured  all  the  above  fish  from  the  extreme 
north  part  of  Pegwell  Bay,  whilst  other  boats  that 
have  fished  on  other  grounds  have  not  as  a  rule 
done  80  well  this  last  few  days.  Oct.  24. — S.W. 
wind.  Sport  rather  indifferent.  Those  that  put 
out  for  early  morning  fishing  secured  decent  takes 
of  fish.  Tides  suit  well  this  week-end  and  next 
week. — Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Fier). — The  pier  has  scarcely  had  a 
patron  for  the  last  two  days,  nearly  all  anglers 
having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  their  efforts 
were  quite  futile  owing  to  the  extreme  clearness 
and  warmth  of  the  water.  Most  of  our  angling 
visitors  now  fish  daily  from  the  beach  to  the  north 
of  the  town,  and  nearly  all  of  them  have  recently 
met  with  considerable  success.  Mr.  S.  J.  Ling  took 
a  handsome  41b.  pollack  on  parchment  bait  while 
pier  fishing  on  Oct.  21.  Mr.  Dunning  had  a  31b. 
codling ;  Mr.  Cheshire  one  of  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Pickett  one 
of  31b.  6oz. ;  and  Mr.  Francis  a  21b.  plaice.  Mr.  P.  C. 
Edgar  made  a  small  mixed  catch  early  on  Oct.  22, 
but  some  fifty  other  anglers  who  fished  nearly  all 
day  failed  to  make  any  show  whatever,  excepting  a 
few  pouting.  Mr.  F.  Caton's  ^mall  catch  on 
Oct.  23  included  a  John  Dory,  and  Mr.  Ladbrook 
landed  a  large  silver  eel,  Mrs.  Hawkins  making  a 
small  catch  of  small  plaice  and  dabs.  Pier  fishers 
on  Oct.  24  comprised  only  ten,  including  five  ladies, 
and  the  total  morning  catch  was  only  three  codling. 
An  addition  of  three  was  made  to  this  total  in  the 
afternoon,  two  ladies,  Mrs.  Allison  Wolff  and  Miss 
Hawkins,  being  the  fortunate  captors  of  a  codling 
and  a  green  wrasse  respectively. — J.  Richabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Herne  Bay. — With  summerlike  weather  and  a 
smooth  sea  anglers  have  had  a  fine  time  of  it  lately. 
The  tides  have  been  running  strong  enough  to  give  a 
good  colour  to  the  water,  consequently  large  catches 
have  been  had.  Messrs.  Burman  and  Puckle,  on 
Oct.  21,  had  twelve  score  of  mixed,  four  score  of 
spur-dogs,  five  score  of  dabs,  and  three  score  of 
whiting;  Messrs.  Howard  and  Wright  had  seven 
score  of  mixed,  and  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Snelgrove 
about  the  same  quantity.  In  all  there  were  about 
thirty  boats  out,  their  catches  running  from  four  to 
ten  scora  a  boat.  On  Monday  the  catches  were  not 
quite  so  large,  but  the  fish  were  of  a  better  size. 
Mr.  Priestley,  fishing  at  the  rocks,  had  two  score  of 
good  pouting,  some  whiting,  and  a  few  codling,  also 
a  cod  of  111b.,  the  best  landed  here  this  season; 
Messrs.  CoUard  and  MilUngton,  three  score  of  whiting 
and  a  31b.  codling ;  Mr.  Burman  and  friend,  two 
score  of  pouting  and  whiting  and  a  41b.  codling; 
Mr.  Edwards,  fishing  from  boat  just  off  the  end  of 
pier,  seventy-five  mixed  fish  in  two  hours.  On 
Oct.  23  several  boats  were  out  again,  but  I  only  saw 
two  land.  Col.  Synge  and  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Largett  had  two, and  a  half  score  in  two  hours; 
Mr.  Beale,  who  had  been  fishing  at  the  rocks,  had 
some  good  pout  and  whiting,  and  a  lobster  of  11  lb. 
in  a  net  he  had  shot  for  bait. — E.  F.  W. 

Flymontli. — Little  snatches  of  fine  weather  enable 
the  sea  fishermen  to  pursue  this  sport.  Bass  are 
again  on  the  feed,  and  I  saw  a  nice  basketful  on 


Oct.  23.  It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  get  these  fi=ih — 
in  fact,  they  are  very  seldom  seen  in  the  market. 
If  any  of  your  readers  would  like  one  sometimes  I 
should  be  pleased  to  send  the  fisherman  who  brings 
them  in  to  them.  They  are  catching  a  few  at  the 
Promenade  Pier  in  the  evenings  after  dark.  Pier 
fishermen  are  now  busy  with  the  smelt.  They  are 
catching  several  dozens  per  rod  at  Millbay,  and  also 
from  the  piers  in  Sutton  Harbour.  The  fish  are 
very  fine  and  in  good  condition.  I  hear  good 
reports  from  my  agent  at  Looe,  where  they  are 
taking  good  quantities  of  pollack.  This  is  good 
news,  as  up  to  the  present  the  season  has  not  been 
very  good — in  fact,  it  is  not  only  in  this  locality, 
but  all  up  and  down  the  coast  from  Ex  mouth  to  the 
Scilly  Isles.  The  fish  this  year  have  been  nothing 
near  so  large. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Weymontli. — There  has  been  a  slight  improve- 
ment in  the  weather  lately  and  anglers  have  had  a 
busier  time.  The  harbour  seems  full  of  small  bass, 
and  some  good  catches  have  been  made.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Laver,  who  are  ver  v  keen  anglers,  have  taken  a  large 
number  of  bass,  mullet,  and  eels,  one  eel  of  about  31b. 
Grey  mullet  are  up  the  backwater  in  large  numbers, 
and  every  morning  a  good  number  of  rods  are  seen 
busy.  There  was  a  small  skate  of  about  31b. 
caught  there  this  morning,  which  is  very  unusual  so 
far  up  the  harbour.  Boat  fishing  is  not  so  good, 
although  E.  Haggett  has  had  fair  sport  amongst 
the  pollack,  averaging  from  201b.  to  301b.  each  day. 
A.  Bleathman  caught  a  nice  bass  of  41b.  in  the 
harbour,  which  is  the  largest  taken  for  some  time. 
Prospects  for  week-end  are  fairly  good,  although  the 
water  is  none  too  good  a  colour. — Chas.  J.  Russell 
(W.A.A.).   


PFovineial  flngliiig  Hotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Now  that  our  clubs  have  got  through  with  their 
bye-contests,  they  are  turning  their  attention  to 
other  matters,  in  order  to  keep  the  members 
interested  in  their  clubs  during  the  winter  season. 
With  this  in  view  various  programmes  are  being 
formed.  There  will  be  lectures  of  different  kinds 
relating  to  fish  and  fishing,  and  also  monthly  con- 
certs. Several  of  these  social  gatherings  have 
already  taken  place.  The  Good  Intent  Society  held 
their  annual  concerts  on  Tuesday  and  Wed- 
nesday evenings  last ;  the  concerts  were  well 
attended,  a  large  number  of  tickets  were 
sold,  which  will  considerably  augment  their  prize 
fund.  The  Handsworth  Lion  Society  will  hold  their 
annual  next  month,  and  the  St.  Paul's  are  making 
arrangements  for  their  annual  ball  during  the 
Christmas  holidays.  We  have  had  some  pecu- 
liar changes  in  the  weather  since  my  last  report 
was  sent  on.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  (Oct.  19  and 
20)  we  had  sharp  frosts,  and  we  have  had  rain,  now 
we  are  having  some  very  warm,  muggy  weather. 
The  rain  has  caused  our  rivers  to  become 
discoloured,  but  our  members  have  not  been 
deterred  from  going  out,  and  decent  takes  of 
fish  have  been  had  from  our  favourite  resorts. 
The  Avon  in  the  Defford  district  has  again 
yielded  some  good  roach.  Jack  fishing  here  has 
also  been  good.  At  Evesham  bream  and  roach  have 
been  taken  with  the  stewed  wheat  in  good  numbers. 
Pike  fishing  here  has  been  quiet,  but  in  the 
Binton  and  Bidford  districts  these  fish  have  given 
good  sport.  On  the  Arrow,  which  is  a  tributary  of 
the  Avon,  sport  amongst  the  dace  and  roach  at 
Saltord  Priors  has  been  above  the  average.  Matters 
have  been  quiet  on  the  Trent  near  to  Birmingham. 
In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  pike  and  chub, 
fishing  has  very  much  improved.  I  hear  of 
complaints  being  made  of  the  large  quantities  of 
coarse  fish  being  on  sale  at  the  fishmongers'  shops 
at  Shrewsbury.  Anglers  would  like  to  know  if  they 
have  been  netted  from  the  Severn,  as  they  have  not 
been  taken  with  a  rod  and  line.  Some  good  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  Penk  by  the  members  of 
the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society.  A  grand  dace  of  14oz. 
has  just  been  caught ;  the  club  will  have  it  set  up. 
Pooi  and  canal  fishing  has  been  quiet, 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Pike  fishermen  ought  to  be  happy  just  now,  for 
the  trolling  conditions  are  simply  first-class,  and  the 
fish  are  giving  glorious  sport.  Those  who  have 
patronised  the  Witham  waters  in  the  Tattershall, 
Kirkstead,  and  Dogdyke  districts  have  indeed  had  a 
fine  time.  Nothing  in  the  way  of  bait  seems  to 
have  come  amiss,  and  honours  have  been  pretty 
evenly  divided  between  the  natural  and  artificial. 
The  heaviest,  however,  have  probably  been  caught 
by  the  first-named,  although  a  friend  of  the  writer's 
ecently  killed  a  brace  weighing  131b.  and  lOflb. 
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NAVY"  MIXTURE 

A  TRULY  DELIGHTFUL  TOBACCO. 


JOHN   I>JL,iLYER   <Ss  SON, 

NOTTINGHAM, 

will  forward  Testing  Sample,  post  free,  to  Applicants 
mentioning  this  Paper. 


1/8  per  ^-Ib.  5d.  per  oz. 
1/6  per  i-\b.      4id.  per  oz. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways 

OCTOBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WEST   COAST    (nsis')  ROUTE 

BETWEEN  • 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hps.      PERTH       in   9i  hrs. 
GLASGOW     „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  lU  „ 
INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 

Sleeping  Saloons 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars. 

fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

T?M«tnn''4oH^^''T°^°i"'*"'''L^PR'y„*°  ^^''^  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow.  ' 

l^^RfH'^r?^^^^^^'^'  ««°<='^a'  Manager,  L.^and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 


NOVEMBER  3fH,  4th,   antl  Sth. 


Entries  close  Oct.  30th.     FISHING  FROM  PIER  AND  BOATS. 

Peize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE  WO  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numepous  Sllvep  Medals,  and  Fishing  Tackle. 

For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Gkippbb,  Hon.  Sec,  Heme  Bay. 


II 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  tst  and  iSth  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 

All  eommnnications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Dii  ectors— Wters  Frerbs,  30,  Qiiai  de  Louvre,  Paris. 


With  the  "  Wagtail "  spinner.  Six  brace  to  a  single 
rod  IS  not  considered  a  largo  "take  "  as  things  are 
going  just  now,  and,  what  13  more,  a  very  fair 
percentage  of  big  ones  are  coming  to  hand.  Now 
that  pike  fishing  has  got  fairly  under  weigh  one  does 
not  hear  much  about  the  roach.  I  believe,  however, 
some  very  nice  roach  have  been  secured  on  the 
Witham  during  the  past  week,  but  so  far  as  the 
mmor  drains  in  the  Boston  district  are  concerned  this 
branch  of  sport  has  been  somewhat  disappointing. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  is  being  attempted  about  here, 
and  but  httle  of  success  is  the  reward  of  the  few  who 
still  try  their  luck.  For  one  thing,  as  against  decent 
creels,  is  the  fact  that  of  late  the  streams  have  been 
in  flood,  or  semi-flood,  and  the  salmon  family— one 
and  all— seem  just  now  to  be  more  intent  on  running 
than  anything  else.  A  few  sprods  are  being  picked 
up  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kent,  Mr.  David 
Pennington  taking  fourteen,  on  Oct.  18,  in  Levens 
Park,  and  the  same  gentleman  creeled  half  a  dozen 
in  the  same  water  on  Oct.  23.  Mr.  Wilson  has  also 
had  one  or  two  little  fishings  in  the  Gilpin— all  with 
worm.  No  salmon  have  been  taken,  although  there 
IS  a  nice  lot  in  the  river.  I  take  it  that  the  immense 
number  of  leaves  that  are  daily  coming  down  the 
streams  effectually  scare  the  big  fish  from  taking 
the  fly  I  hear  that  there  is  a  fine  head  of  salmon 
on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Lune,  and  that  poaching 
IS,  as  usual,  rife  in  those  parts. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

River  reports  are  scarce,  only  one  of  interest  from 
the  Wyre,  from  which  a  Bolton  rod  is  credited  with 
taking  "  seven  sea  fish,  321b.,  one  a  salmon,  lUlb  " 
The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  A.S  and 
the  Openshaw  Star  A.S.  will  decide  their  fourth 
inter -club  match  at  Strines  to-morrow.  Our 
county  rods  will  be  glad  to  hear  of  the  efforts  put 
forth  by  the  Conservators  of  the  Conway  to  improve 
the  sporting  reputation  of  this  river.  Local  rods  in 
the  Llanymynech  district  have  heavy  waters  galore. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  was  a  good  muster  of  delegates  in  this  city 
on  Saturday  last  to  consider  an  important  agenda. 
Afterwards  the  meeting  was  thrown  open  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  Bridgewater  challenge  shield  to  the 
Wheatsheaf  A.S.  team,  Bolton.  Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom 
m  a  neat  speech  handed  over  this  handsome  trophy 
to  the  team  who  so  handsomely  won  it  in  a  com- 


petition in  which  forty-two  teams  tried  hard  for  the 
honour.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  A.S.  have  elected 
a  new  executive.  A  new  club  is  established  in 
Ardwiok. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  has  been  a  splendid  "push"  of  water  on 
the  Trent  and  its  tributaries,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  change  will  improve  bottom  fishing  all 
round.  The  weeds  are  now  fast  disappearing,  and 
the  recent  rise  has  cleansed  the  bed  of  the  Trent 
beyond  measure.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Oct. 
22  and  23)  the  extra  water  experienced  was  fast 
running  in,  and  anglers  were  busy  on  most  of  .the 
lower  reaches  amongst  roach  and  dace,  which  were 
found  to  accept  the  maggot  more  freely  than  for 
some  weeks  past.  Capital  bags  were  made  on 
Tuesday  in  the  Hoveringham  and  Stoke  Bardolph 
districts.  Some  nice  chub  were  also  caught,  besides 
several  choice  pike,  the  latter  being  tempted  with 
the  live-bait.  There  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
much  doing  on  any  of  the  stretches  above  Notting- 
ham, excepting  those  of  Clifton,  Beeston,  and 
Attenborough.  These  are  "handy"  to  the  city, 
and  are  generally  well  patronised.  Matters  have 
been  quiet  at  Shardlow,  where,  however,  the  big 
chub  will  soon  begin  to  take  greaves  in  no  half- 
hearted manner.  At  Hazleford,  on  Oct.  18,  Mr.  J 
Greaves  and  Mr.  F.  Gamble  killed  five  or  six  chub 
with  pith  (pith  and  brains) ;  the  weather  was  very 
showery,  or  they  would  have  fared  considerably 
better.  I  hear  of  one  or  two  salmon  having  been 
seen  in  the  Ouse  at  the  foot  of  Clay  or  Forge  Mills. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Heavy  rain  has  fallen  on  many  days,  and  salmon 
and  trout  have  been  moving  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Waterville 
Fishery  Conservators  was  held  on  Oct.  18.  The 
principal  business  before  the  board  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  winter  water-bailiffs  to  protect  the  spawn- 
ing rivers,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
protection  of  those  waters.  Sea  anghng  has  been 
suspended  for  nearly  a  week  owing  to  very  bad 
weather.  Previous  to  the  break  good  sport  was 
being  had  at  whiting,  bream,  etc.,  along  the  Cork 
and  Kerry  shores,  and  at  several  stations  in  Con- 
naught.  It  is  not  likely  that  sea  angling  will  be 
resumed  again  this  year  at  many  stations,  though 
good  sport  is  often  had  (if  the  weather  be  favour- 
able) in  November  on  the  Atlantic  coast  generally. 
North  of  Ireland. 

The  season  of  1906  promises  to  end  up  well  so  far 
as  river  fishing  is  concerned,  they  having  been  kept  | 


at  a  favourable  height  by  frequent  showera.  All 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  closes  in  Ireland  on  Oct.  31 
The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  (Belfast)  Anghng 
Club  had  a  day  on  the  Maine  at  Kellswater  on 
Oct.  16.    The  best  catch  was  a  brace  of  trout 
scaling  a  pound  each,  by  Constable  O'Sullivan. 


Jlssociaftons,  etc. 

Anglo-French  Pisoatobials. 
At  a  well-attended  meeting,  Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams 
sen.,  presidmg,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  President  Sheldon  for  so  kuidly  taking  the  chair 
at  the  competition  dinner,  at  the  Cercle  Fran<;ais  on 
Oct.  21.  when  nearly  fifty  members  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  splendid  repast  provided  by  Host  Monniot 
Over  Icwt.  of  fish  was  weighed  in,  and  our  standard 
is  two  inches  above  that  of  the  Thames.  The  match 
at  Twickenham  on  Oct.  21  was  a  "  sides  "  one,  for 
cost  of    banquet,  two  opponents  fishing    in  'one 
punt.    Nine  punts  competed.    The  "Blues"  were 
returned  wmners.     Mr.   I.   Isaacs    special  prize 
first  (wmmng  team  81b.),  ISJoz.,  remainder  of  team 
Messrs.  Borriau,  Jacobs,  Benoit,  Alfred  Abrahams 
jun.,Neat,Arcier,  Cohen  and  Fisher.  The  White  team' 
Messrs.  Franco  (lib.  IJoz.),  special  prize  first  loser,' 
remamder    of    team,    Messrs.    Abrahams,  sen 
Claverie,    De  La  Rue,  Soules,  Soules,  jun.,  Petis' 
G.  Isaacs,  and  Sheldon.  Eight  ladies  also  competed.' 
Result :  first,  Mrs  Jacobs,  magnificent  rod,  presented 
by  President  Sheldon  ;  second.  Miss  M.  Abrahams, 
bait-castmg  rod,  presented  by  the  hon.  sec.  Mr 
Clavene's  prize,  a  handsome  set  of  tortoise^heli 
combs,  was  also  taken  bv  Mrs.  Jacobs.    The  toasts 
of  the  evening  were  "  The  King  and  Royal  Family  ' ' 
coupled  with   "The  President    of    the  French 
Republic."    The  latter  toast  was  enthusiastically 
received  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Claverie  Mr 
Howard  proposed    "The  Ladies.   Visitors,  and 
Honorary  Members."  MM.  Benoit  and  De  La  Rue  re- 
sponded. Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  proposed  in  eulogistic 
terms,  "  The  President,"  who  proposed  the  toast  of 
"The  Club,"  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Hon. 
Sec.,  Reuben  Jacobs,  who  recorded  the  fact  that 
thirty-two  prizes  had  already  been  won  and  presented 
this  year,  and  there  were  still  twenty  more  to  be 
competed  for  before  the  end  of  season.    A  statement 
of  finance  was  presentedifor  inspection,  and  the  sub- 
stantial sum  in  hand  will  be  dealt  with  at  the  Gen- 
eral Committee!  Meeting,  which  no  doubt  will  go 
towards  private  w  aters  which  the  club  are  hoping 
to  secure.     Owing  to   the   great  success  of  the 
Twickenham  competition,  another  was  arranged  for 
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Nov.  11,  full  particulars  of  which  will  be  duly 
announced.  The  successful  anglers  were  Tvlr.  and 
Mrs.  Abraham^:,  who  weighed  in  about  161b.  of  fish 
from  Twickenham  on  Wednesday  evening. — Hon. 
Sko. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  Oct.  17.  Three  new 
members  were  elected.  The  chairman  and  Mr.  W. 
Wilkinson  presented  the  society  with  a  nicely  framed 
and  artistic  group  of  photographs  of  various  parts 
of  the  society's  fishery,  for  which  they  were  suitably 
thanked.  Several  more  members  signified  their 
intention  of  taking  part  in  the  "  sides  "  match  at 
Bourne  End  on  Oct.  28,  when  carrias^es  will  be 
reserved  on  the  8.38  a.m.  train  from  Paddington. 
Mr.  J.  Moffatt  (also  of  the  Good  Intent)  was  one  of 
the  team  selected  to  represent  the  London  Anglers' 
Association  in  the  recent  competition  at  Pangbourne. 
Some  satisfactory  fishing  results  have  come  to  hand 
— namely,  Mr.  Jukes  had  two  roach  of  close  on  31b. 
from  the  Harefield  section,  and  Mr.  Swain  several 
fair-sized  roach  from  Denham  Strait.  On  Oct.  21, 
at  Harefield,  Mr.  Yarham  had  dace  and  perch ;  Mr. 
Wilkins,  about  51b.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Adams,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Armitage,  a  chub  of  3Ib.  4oz.  ;  and  Mrs.  Leroux, 
four  perch  (best,  lib.  IJoz.).  I  am  glad  to  see  our 
lady  anglers  at  Harefield,  and  wish  them  every 
success.  From  the  Herts  Colne,  Mr.  Barnes  secured 
a  bag  of  about  141b.  of  chub  (best,  21b.  8}oz.)  and 
roach  (best,  1  lb.  4  Joz. ) ;  Mr.  Bainton,  jack,  chub,  and 
several  perch  (best.  1  lb.  IJoz.) ;  and  Mr.  Blagrave,  a 
few  nice  roach.  The  next  committee  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Nov.  1  at  8.30  p.m. — E.  B. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
On   Wednesday,  Oct.  24 — more  work — a  large 
assemblage  of  the  members  sat  down  serio\Tsly,  to 
consider  a  nature  study,  one  of  a  series — "  The  Cod 
family" — pla'^ed  before  them  in  a  serious  manner 
by  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin,  whose  well  thought  out  papers 
never  fail  to  get  and   fix   the   attention  of  the 
members.   In  Mr.  Hubert  Bass,  the  Chairman  of  the 
meeting,  they  had  a  man,  as  Mr.  Minchin  intimated, 
who  knew  as  much  of  the  subject  as  he  did.  Carefully 
prepared  diagrams  and  a  free  use  of  the  blackboard 
materially  assisted  the  demonstration.    With  the 
exception,  possibly,  of  the  family  of  the  herring,  the 
cod  certainly  provides  the  heaviest  supply  of  fish 
food  in  the    country,   and  from    the  economic 
point    of    view    it    and    its    near    allies  are 
the  biggest  product  of  the  North   Sea  and  the 
adjacent  waters,  to  say  nothing  of  the  important 
fishery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Atlantic  which 
has  furnished  occupation  for  diplomatists  as  well 
as  fishermen  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  has 
many  times  endangered  warfare  between  this  coun- 
try and  her  allies.     In  the  classification  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  gadus  all  had  the  three  dorsal 
Hnd  two  anal  fins,  the  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  poor 
cod,  Norway  pout  and  whiting  having  the  upper  jaw 
longer,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  last  the 
barbel  was  present.     The    poutasson    and  pol- 
lack have  the  lower  jaw  longest,  so  has  the  coalfish, 
which  has  also  the  barbel.     Hake  have  two  dorsals, 
one  anal,  and  no   barbel,  the  greater  forkbeard 
has  a  barbel  on  chin,  similarly  the  ling,  the  burbot 
(a  freshwater  fish),  and  the  three,  four,  and  five 
bearded  rockling,  which  have  several  barbels,  the 
lesser  forkbeard  a  verv  small  one.    The  Torsk  has 
only  one  dorsal  and  one  anal  fin,  and  a  barbel  on 
chin.    These  exhaust  the  family.     Attention  was 
drawn  to  the  markings  on  very  young  cod  and  ling, 
and  on  some  of  the  rocklings  and  spots  and  bands  aie 
.several    of  the    species    as    indicating  common 
ancestors,  who  were  bottom  feeders.    Most  of  the 
free  swimming:  species  have  now  lost  the  barbel, 
oven  the  coalfish,  which  has  a  small  one  when 
immature,  loses  it  when  full  grown.    Coalfish  are 
distinguishable  from  pollack,  first  by  colour — coal- 
fish slaty  blue  on  back  fading    to   a  greenish 
white  ;  pollack,  oKve  brown  on  back,  fading  into 
white  on  the  belly,  but  this  is  only  true  of  the  fish 
when  freshly  caught ;  they  soon  assume  much  the 
same  cloudv  colour.     In  the  pollack  the  jaw  is 
much  underhung,  the  upper  one  small  and  pointed 
and  the  lateral  line  much   curved    and  slightly 
marked  as    if    by    cross -stitching    wherea.5  in 
the  coalfish  it  is  straight  and  even  like  a  nar- 
row white  tape.     The  propagation  of  the  cod 
was  fully  dwelt  upon  and  its  struggle  for  life  and 
survival  were  graphically  delineated.    If  the  race  is 
not  to  die  each  fish  must  on  the  average  produce 
another  pair  of  mature  and  breeding  offspring,  and 

natvire  meets  the    difficulty   in    various  ways  

with  some  the  mother  fish  does  not  bring 
forth  her  young  until  of  considerable  size,  strong 
swimmers,  and  capable  of  chasing  their  prey 
or  avoiding  their  enemies.  With  others,  as  the 
cartilaginous  fishes,  sharks,  rays,  &c.,  they  are  pro- 
tected by  a  tough  capsule.  Others,  like  the  cod, 
lay  coiLsiderable  parcels  of  .small  eggs — on  the  sea 
bottom  or  in  crevices — protected  by  capsules,  con- 
cealment, colour,  or  by  the  actual  contiguity  of  the  I 


parent.    The  sand-eel  buries  them  in  the  sand,  the 
"  nine-eyes  "  lays  them  in  a  crevice  and  lies  coiled 
round  them  during  incubation.    The  male  lump- 
sucker  lies  in  a  rockpool  beside  the  eggs  until  the 
young  are  hatched  out  and  float  away.    The  cod  is 
protected  by  the  enormous   number  of  its  eggs 
only— a  female  sheds  as  many  as  seven  million, 
a  ling  probably  even  more.     The  reduction  in 
numbers  by  geometrical  p'-ogression  would  be  Some- 
thing like  this:— Born,  2,000,000;   at  one  year, 
134,000  survivals;  two  years,  8,800;  three  years, 
600;   four  years,  40;    and  at  breeding  age,  five 
years,  3 ;   and  the  increase  in  size  (length),  one 
year,  6in. ;  two  years,  12in.  ;   three  years,  16in. ; 
four  j'ears.  20in. ;  five  vears,  24in.,  probably  rather 
more  than  less.    Calculation  would  show  that  in  the 
North  Sea  the  number  of  cod  egss  set  afloat  each  year 
to  keep  the  species  going  would  produce  the  figure 
four  with  fourteen  noughts  after  it.    Verily,  there 
is  something  in  numbers,  and  a  mighty  mass  of 
food  provided  for  their  own  and  other  specie?.  The 
egg  was  described   and  illustrated  by  diagrams 
showing  also    the    gradual  development  of  the 
little   cod.    They  remain    near    the    shore,  and 
do  not  retire  to  the  deep  water  till  the  second 
year,    returning    in  the    third    or    fo\irth  year 
full-grown  cod.     Some  observations  tend  to  show 
that  they  return  each  summer  or  autumn,  following 
the  shoals   of   sprats.    At   the  Loffoden  Islands 
and   off   Iceland    the    shoals    are    so  compact 
that    in    clear    water    the    fish    can    be  seen 
like    a    grey    moving    wall.     The    haddock  is 
next     in     importance     and  '  swarms     in  the 
North  Sea.    It  is  distinctly  a  bottom  feeder.  Sin- 
gularly, where  the  plaice  have  been  overfished  they 
are  replaced  by  haddock.     The  reason  is  found  in 
the  dif?erence  in  their  food — as  found  by  careful 
examination  of  the  contents  of  the  stoniach.  In 
89  per  cent,  of  the  cod  examined  it  was  crustacean, 
20  per  cent,  worms ;  in  haddock  25  only  crustqceans, 
but  54    worms,   64  molluscs;     plaice,    15  crus- 
taceans, 78  molluscs  and  38  worms  also.  Thus 
the  food   of   plaice  and   haddock   is  much  the 
same,  molluscs  and  worms,  but  the  cod  principally 
feeds  on  crustaceans  and  fish.  Of  whiting  examined 
Crustacea  wa.s  found  in  76  per  cent.,  fish  in  43  per 
cent.  ;  dabs  very  similar  to  plaice ;  plaice  and  soles, 
caught   in  same  place,   87  per  cent,  of  the  one 
had    molluscs    and    not    many  worms,    64  per 
cent,   of  the  latter  had  worms   and  not  many 
molluscs.    At    maturity     the    cod    is  generally 
24  inches  long,  weighing  about  41b.  lOoz.,  and  rapidly 
increases  in  weight  but  slowly  in  length — of  bigfi^h, 
five  were   captured  of  average  length,  3ft.  6in., 
weight  271b.    The  markings  of  the  young  of  the 
speriies   were  then  dwelt  upon.     In  the  adults 
these  are  nearly  all  lost  except  one  dark  spot  at 
the  root  of  the  pectoral  fins,  but  the  female  three- 
bearded    rockling    retain  numerous   dark  spots. 
The  paper  was  a  very  full  one  and  admirably  illus- 
trated ;  the  above  is  necessarily  onlv  a  brief  abstract. 
Mr.  Minchin  was  of  course  thanked.    Mr.  Summers 
occupied  the  business  chair.    There  was  little  to 
note.    Mr.   Mallett  did   duty  for  the  secretary. 
Next  Wednesdav  a  Paper  on  "  Sea  Angling"  will  be 

read  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("  Dragnet").  H.  P. 

City  or  London  Pi.sc.\tori.^l  Society. 
A  very  enjoyable  meeting — presided  over  by  Mr. 
A.  G.  Merritt — was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
Tuesday  last,  when,  although  perch  did  not  make 
their  expected  appearance,  there  was  a  fair  number 
of  fishing  reports.  Chub  had  been  taken  at  War- 
grave  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  and  at  Yalding  Mr. 
Salisbury  had  secured  roach  up  to  lib.,  besides 
other  fish ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox  reported  a  dozen  barbel 
up  to  31b.  from  Marlow  ;  whilst  perch  and  roach 
had  been  taken  by  Mr.  Beamont,  and  voach  by  Mr. 
T.  Gilbert;  Messrs.  Green  and  Merritt,  who  had 
been  somewhat  disappointed  at  Elstree,  however, 
managed  to  secure  seven  pike,  best  8flb.  A  nomina- 
tion for  membership  was  read,  ballot  to  take  place  on 
Nov.  6.  The  perch  prize  offered  by  Mr.  Beamont,  not 
having  been  taken,  will  remain  open  for  competition 
up  to  Christmas— it  is  offered  for  the  best  two  fish, 
or  a  single  fish  heavier  than  an  actual  best  two  that 
would  otherwi='e  win.  Attention  was  called  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  River  Lea  Protection 
Association  (on  which  body  the  C.L.P  S.  is  repre- 
sented), on  Oct.  26;  also  to  the  Leigh  outing  taking 
place  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27,  when  Mr.  T.  Gilbert 
makes  the  necessary  arrangements.  Members  wish- 
ing to  have  extra  tickets  for  the  supper  on  Oct.  30 
are  kindly  requested  to  apply  immediately  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  who  will  also  be  greatly  obliged  if 
tickets  not  required  are  returned  at  once.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  having  been  duly  honoured,  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  genial  and  able  chair- 
man closed  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

GnESHAM  Angling  Society. 
The  small  amount  of  business  on  Tuesday  evening 
was,  under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  A.  J.  M. 
Brice,  quickly  disposed  of,  in  order  that  the  atten-  I 


tion  of  those  present  might  be  given  to  the  small, 
but    comprehensive,   show   of  sea-fishing  tackle 
which  Messrs.   Carter  and  Co.   had   kindly  pro- 
vided.    Rods   of    the    latest   and  best  pattern, 
from  the  "  Leigh  "  rod,  suitable  for  flounder  fishing 
off  Southend,   or  whiting  fishing  from   a  boat, 
to  that  built  specially  for  Ballycotton,  were  there  in 
various  materials,  and  at  prices  within  the  reach  of 
the  most  modest  pocket.     One   could   not  help 
noticing  what  strides  had  been  made  in  this  direc- 
tion to  accommodate  the   ever-growing  array  of 
devotees  of  this  popular  branch  of  the  angling 
art.     The  identical  rod  which  Mr.  Clay  used  at 
Ballycotton   was   exhibited,    and    though  skate 
up   to   1701b.  had  bean    landed    by  it    it  was 
as  straight  as  ever.    Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.  claim 
that  this  is  the  'most  powerful  rod  on  the  market, 
and  opinion  was  certainly  in  their  favour.  Reels 
were  shown  in  plenty,  but  an  apparently  new  one, 
the  "  Spencer,"  took  the  fancy  of  those  present. 
It    is    made    of    a    new  '  alloy,    well  ven- 
tilated,   having    an    ingenious    brake    by  which 
means    an    even    strain    can    be    applied  to 
the  drum.     It  is  simple    in   its  action,   and  is 
doubtless  an  excellent  reel  for  sea  work.    That  old 
favourite,  the  "  Minchin,"  came  in  for  its  usual  share 
of  praise,  as  did  also  a  skeleton  reel  of  great  light- 
ness and  strength.     Lines,  twisted  and  plaited, 
thick    and    thin,    heavy  and    light,   were  there 
in  abundance.     One  called  the  "  Kildare,"  very 
fine      and     exceedingly     strong,      defied  the 
efforts    of    those    who     essayed     to    break  it. 
Leads,   paternosters,   straight-pull  and  otherwise] 
twisted  gut  and  single-gut  traces,  hooks,  from 
whiting  to  conger,  were  shown,  indeed  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  find  any  up-to-date  speci- 
men of  the  sea  angler's  specialities  absent  from 
this    varied    show.     Messrs.     Carter    and  Co. 
were    heartily  thanked  for  their  kindness,  and 
Mr.   Clay,   on  their   behalf,    replied  in  suitable 
terms.  During  the  evening  a  brace  of  pike  weighing 
161b.  and  131b.  3oz.  were  brought  up  by  Dr.  Spencer 
and  Mr.  Zerfass.    These  were  taken  the  previous 
day  and  were  part  of  a  total  catch  of  nearly  Icwt. 
All  fish  under  lOlb.  were  put  back.    A  very  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Brice  brought  a  very  pleasant 
evening  to  a  close. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  monthlv  competition  was  held  at  the 
Rye  House  on  Oct.  20,  and  was  an  unqualified  suc- 
cess. The  attendance  of  ladies  at  these  competitions 
18  now  a  feature  of  our  society,  and  their  presence  is 
greatly  appreciated  from  the  social  point  of  view.  The 
success  of  the  fair  sex  in  sea-angling  competitions 
recently  has  been  notable,  and  the  time  cannot  be 
far  distant  when  they  will  have  to  be  reckoned  with 
in  fresh-water  contests.  Mr.  Martin  won  the 
Members'  Competition  with  a  capital  take  of 
roach.  The  dinner  which  followed  waa  splendidly 
served  by  Mr  Able,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  music.  Now  that  the 
holiday  traffichas  quietened  down,  a  visit  paid  to  the 
"Rye,"  with  its  historical  and  other  associations, 
would  be  appreciated  by  anglers,  and  there  are  still 

some  good  fish  in  that  part  of  the  River  Lea.  

Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  little  in  the  way  of  successful  angling 
experiences  given  at  Mondav's  meeting,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Bywaters  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  wrote 
stating  that  since  his  last  week's  report  he  had 
taken  six  other  salmon,  making  nineteen  in  all 
for  the  week  he  fished  the  Tweed.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Ansell  went  to  Llandyssil,  but  had  very  bad 
sport,  the  river  being  bank  high  and  the  rain 
incessant  during  the  sixteen  days  he  was  there. 
Mr.  Malcolm  Cooke,  however,  got  a  fish  at  Llandys- 
sil of  91b.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  described  a  visit  he  had 
paid  to  some  private  water  on  the  Kennet,  near 
Newbury,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  mentioned  that  he 
had  taken  a  few  grayling  in  the  Itchen. — Hon.  Sec. 

Stopes  Angling  Society. 
The  members  held  their  annual  dinner  on  Oct.  20 
at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  when  about  fifty  members 
and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread  pro- 
vided by  Host  and  Hostess  Southern.  Mr.  J.  Lomax 
presided.  After  some  excellent  harmony,  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a  close. — Jas. 
RoBB,  Sec. 


SALAD  ORPHELINE. 
Skin,  bone,  and  cut  six  good-sized  sardines  into 
quarter-inch  pieces,  place  in  a  bowl,  adding  six 
cold,  hard-boiled  eggs  cut  into  quarters,  one  good- 
sized  peeled  apple,  cored  and  cut  in  thin  slices,  and 
three  peeled,  boiled  potatoes  cut  into  thin  slices. 
Season  with  four  tablespoonfuls  of  French  dressing 
to  which  you  have  added  a  dash  of  curry  powder. 
Add  also  to  the  salad  half  a  teaspoon  of  freshly- 
chopped  chives.    Mix  all  well  and  serve. 


October  27,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


321 


Box  sent  Post  Free  tor  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

ESPECIAL  NAILS 


Recommended  by  the 

EDITOR  of  the 
•FISHING  GAZETTE." 


(0 

k 

For  Fishine  and  5 
Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
^        and  Boots.  q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


You  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  SconomicaL 

pears 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
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SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY 
CASTING  TAUGHT 

By  ARTHUR   NEWHAM  of 
Wimbledon  Lake. 

Write  for  particulars.   Testimonials  from 
all  parts. 

YOUTH  (18) 

Seeks  Situation  in  Fislting 
Tackle  House, 

^  To  assist  counter.  3  years'  experience, 
Good  character.  —  Apply,  "  X.  Y.  Z.  " 
 37,  Spenceb  Stebet,  E.G. 

TO  GRAYLING  FISHERS. 

Read  H.  A.  Rolfs  New  Illustrated  Book 

(pp.  182),  the  most  exhaustive  work  on 
the  Grayling  extant.  Post  free,  6/4,  from 
the  Publishers,  Messrs.  Sampson  Low 
Marston  &  Co.,  100,  Southwark  Street! 
S.E. ;  or  from  the  Author,  170,  Hartfield 
Road,  Wimbledon, 
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SPECIAL 

(red  seal) 

SCOTCH  WHISKY 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— SIK  EDWARD  BIBKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
'don,  at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY 

President— lO^D  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishiug  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members.— For  information,  apply  to  the 
I  Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  January  I. 


\Blenhelm  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishiug  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmausworth  to  near  Denham 
Uxbndge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
Ushery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel 
Harefaeld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road. 
'  Westbourne  Park,  W. 


RHEUMATISIVI, 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  &c., 
curea  by  using 


"7- 


DROITWICH 
BRINE 


WE5TLET 


AND  CO.  Ltd., 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaui/hl. 
H.LM.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


THE 


UNQ^UALIFIED 


OPINION 


OF  A  GREAT 


AUTHORITY. 


Wholesale  only  of 
I  "ESTON&WESTAaLTD 

S^Wareoflmifahonsiinsiston  having  \ 
,^!i£!15!ineDroihwich  Brine  CRY5T/IIS> 


Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply- 
ing tlie  Batiis  at  Droitwicli. 
Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/- 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS  for  2/3. 

BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 


i6 


ESCO 


WHEAT. 


99 


Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


/Irfd^^esi.— Manager.  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St..  Blaekfriars,  London,  S.E. 


"  We    have  spent 
some  time  in  examin- 
ing and   testing  both 
the  Cane-built  and 
Greenheart    Rods  of 
Messrs.  Westley 
Richards.     In  care  of 
construction  and  finish 
down  to  the  minutest 
details  we  have  seen 
nothing  to  surpass 
them." — The  Editor 
of  County  Gentleman 
and  Land  and  tVater^ 
Oct.  20th,  1906. 


SEND  FOR  LIST. 


12,  Corporation  Street 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :  —  "  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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§»offings  Bp  tl)c  i^ap. 

Tee  centenary  of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar  was 
celebrated  last  year.  On  Sunday  last,  Oct.  21, 1906, 
one  more  year  towards  another  hundred  was  cele- 
brated throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.    I  celebrated  mine  in  Trafalgar  Square. 

The  Fleet. 
You,  you,  if  you  shall  fail  to  understand 

What  England  is,  and  what  her  all-in-all. 
On  you  will  come  the  curse  of  all  the  land, 
Should  this  old  England  fall 

Which  Nelson  left  so  great. 
His  isle,  the  mightiest  Ocean-power  on  earth, 

Our  own  fair  isle,  the  lord  of  every  sea — 
Her  fuller  franchise — what  would  that  be  worth — 
Her  ancient  fame  of  Free — 

Were  she  ....  a  fallen  state  ? 
Her  dauntless  army  scatter'd,  and  so  small. 
Her  island-myriads  fed  from  alien  lands — 
The  fleet  of  England  is  her  all-in-all; 
Her  fleet  is  in  your  hands. 

And  in  her  fleet  her  Fate. 
You,  you  that  have  the  ordering  of  her  ^eet. 

If  you  should  only  compass  her  disgrace. 
When  all  men  starve,  the  wild  mob's  million  feet 
Will  kick  you  from  youi  place. 

But  then  too  late,  too  late. 

— Teitotson. 


On  Sept.  15,  the  Editor,  in  his  "  Occasional 
Notes,"  gave  a  picture  of  "  A  Gamey  Trout,"  taken 
by  Mr.  Raymond  D.  Carver,  which  appeared  in  a 
real,  live  magazine,  yclept  Profitable  Advertising. 
From  the  October  number  the  following  is  culled  :  

•  *  *  » 

"In  the  July  P.  A.  we  took  occasion  to  record 
the  piscatorial  adventures  of  a  Valued  Subscriber, 
and  to  print  a  picture  portraying  the  said  V.  S.  as 
in  the  exhilarating  act  of  holding  aloft  a  big  and 
handsorne  fish.  Said  fish  had  his  mouth  open,  and 
that,  with  other  characteristics,  has  persuaded 
certain  other  valued  subscribers  that  they  are  able 
to  classify  the  said  fish ;  and  they  do  so  classify  it 
as  a  pickerel.  In  the  explanatory  paragraph 
accompanying  this  picture  allusion  is  made  to  the 
captured  fish  in  these  innocent  words : — 

*  *  •  * 

"  '  Profitable  Advertising  presents  herewith  a 
realistic  portrayal  of  Mr.  Carver  just  after  he 
had  won  out  in  a  royal  battle  with  a  gamey 
trout.  Special  attention  is  directed  to  the  smile 
which  illuminates  Mr.  Carver's  countenance.' 
^  "To  those  carping  critics  who  have  hastened  to 
inform  us  that  Mr.  Carver's  fish  was  not  a  trout  we 
might  retort  that  we  never  said  it  was.  We  did  not 
name  the  fish.  We  alluded  to  '  a  royal  battle  with 
a  gamey  trout'  that  had  been  waged.  We  did 
name  the  expression  that  suffused  Mr.  Carver's 
face.  We  declared  it  to  be  a  smile,  and  we  spoke  of 
it  as  illuminating  that  gentleman's  face.  We  be- 
lieve we  were  right  in  making  use  of  that  language. 
As  to  the  fish,  we  firmly  believe  that  it  was  a  trout, 
and  that  it  weighed  not  less  than  ten  pounds, 
avoirdupois.  But  we  didn't  say  it  was  a  trout, 
because  Mr.  Carver  did  not  forward  his  affidavit 
with  the  photograph  ;  but  we  believe  that  in  letters 
home  all  fish  are  trout.  We  do  not  attempt  to 
explain  away  the  fish's  mouth;  we  are  confident 
that  the  trout  captured  during  vacation  have  more 
than  one  kind  of  mouth.  What's  one  size  of  mouth 
for  a  fish  like  the  vacation  trout  ?  But  there  are 
those  who  cavil;  there  always  are.  Here's  an 
editor,  and  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  writes  'way  from 
England  to  inform  us  that  the  fish  in  the  picture 
was  a  pickerel ;  and  this  is  what  he  says : — 

'"If  Raymond  D.  Carver  told  you  that 
pickerel  he  has  in  his  hands  was  a  "  gamey 
trout "  no  wonder  he  has  that  fine  smile  on  his 
face  to  which  you  call  attention  on  page  308  of 
your  most  interesting  publication.  —  R.  B. 
Maeston,  Editor  F.  O.' 

»  *  *  » 

"If  this  gentleman  had  not  so  gracefully  men- 
tioned P.  A.  aa  a,  '  most  interesting  publication,'  we 
should  have  reminded  him  that  we  did  not  call 
attention  to  Mr.  Carver's  face,  but  to  his  smile ; 
and  that  would  have  been  a  worse  faux  pas  to 
father  than  our  trout  allusion.  And  we  still  believe 
the  fish  was  a  trout — a  big-mouthed  vacation  trout. 
Perhaps,  however,  the  whole  question  is  solved  by 

this  bit  of  verse  from  the  Northwestern  Sportsman  :  

•Some  poet  asks  the  question, 
And  an  answer  seems  to  wish. 
If  fishing  makes  men  Uars, 

Or  if  only  liars  fish. 
'I  have  it!    They're  not  liars — 

No  doubt  they'll  be  relieved — 
For  a  story's  not  a  falsehood. 
If  nobody  is  deceived.'  "  . 


"  I  LOVE  as  much  mirth  as  does  not  make  friends 
ashamed  to  look  upon  one  another  next  morning," 
is  a  quotation  attributed  to  one  Izaak  Walton.  I 
also  find  the  same  quotation  on  my  card  of  invita- 
tion to  the  "  Social  Supper  "  to  be  held  at  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern,  Coleman-street,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  Oct.  30,  when  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  hold  another  of  those  "pleasant 
evMiings"  for  the  members  and  friends,  and  for 
which  the  society  is  justly  famous.  Ladies  will 
grace  the  festive  board,  and  covers  will  be  lifted  at 
6.46  p.m.  prompt.    So  come  early. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  Gresham  Club,  Man^ 
Chester  Hotel,  was  en  fete  when  Messrs.  Carter 
and  Co.  gave  a  very  fine  exhibit  of  the  latest  and 
best  in  sea  fishing  gear.  Amongst  many  noticeable 
novelties  there  was  a  new  plaited  "line,  "  The 
Kildare,"  fine,  strong,  and  lissom  (first  time  shown), 
much  admired;  a  new  series  of  light  sea-rods, 
which  have  been  built  for  use  from  ffoats,  powerful, 
but  only  weighing  some  lOoz.  to  14oz.  :  "  The 
Ballycotton  Line,"  a  new  cable-laid  sea-line,  extra- 
ordinarily strong,  but  light  in  weight  and  fine  in 
texture  ;  "  The  Mallett  Steel-Centre  Rod,"  which 
had  been  used  by  Mr.  Clay  at  Ballycotton,  and 
had  captured  so  many  large  fish,  was  shown,  and 
evoked  much  interest ;  "  The  Minchin  Reel  "  was 
voted  a  first-rate  reel  for  all-round  work ;  and  the 
exhibit,  which  was  extensive  and  practical,  was 
greatly  admired  for  its  excellent  finish  and  general 
workmanship. 

Anglo-Feench  Piscatobtals. 
The  "  Punt  Outing"  to  Twickenham  on  the  21st 
inst.  (given  elsewhere)  was  a  complete  success.  The 
rendezvous  was  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel,  and  the 
proprietor  one  of  the  smartest  hosts  on  Thames- 
side.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  "Francis  Francis" 
A.S.,  their  club  room  was  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  combatants.  On  returning  to  the  club  house 
at  night,  the  Cercle  Fran^ais,  a  banquet  (to  which 
ample  justice  was  done)  was  supplied  by  Host 
Monniot,  in  really  splendid  style.    We  had 

Potiron  aux  Vermicelle. 
Cabillaud  See.  Ciipres. 
Fricassee  de  Poulet  Napolitaino. 
Pommes  Rissol6e. 
Gigot  de  Pres-sale  Bretonne. 
Salade  de  Saison. 
Peche  Creole  en  Savario. 
Dessert. 

After  President  Sheldon  had  distributed  the 
numerous  prizes  won  at  previous  outings,  when  he 
had  a  graceful  word  for  each  recipient,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  "  Ourselves  " — meaning  the  club — he 
dwelt  upon  the  good  feeling — the  entente — which 
prevailed,  and  congratulated  the  society  upon  its 
popularity  and  success.  The  French  lady  members 
are  as  enthusiastic  as  the  English,  and  it  was  a 
pleasure  to  see  so  many  present.  The  hon.  sec,  Mr. 
Reuben  J acobs,  in  a  witty,  pithy  speech,  responded, 
and  without  a  doubt  the  new  society  is  "going 
strong." 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  advertisement  on  p.  317, 
the  Deal  and  Walmer  Angling  Association  (which  is 
affiliated  to  the  B.S.A.S.)  will  hold  high  "  Festival  " 
at  Deal  on  Nov.  3,  4,  and  5  from  the  Pier,  and  on 
Nov.  10,  11,  and  12  from  Boats.  The  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  are  valuable  and  numerous,  and  every 
arrangement  is  being  made  by  the  Committee  (of 
which  Mr.  Percy  Edgar  is  Chairman)  to  make  this 
event  one  of  the  most  successful  of  sea  angling 
festivals.  The  Society  now  numbers  between  300 
and  400.  At  the  close  of  the  Festival,  on  Nov.  12, 
there  will  be  a  dinner  at  the  South-Eastern  Hotel, 
Deal,  of  which  more  anon.  Intending  competitors 
should  make  early  application  for  entry  forms  and 
particulars  to  Secretary,  Anglers'  Hall,  Deal.  An 
account  of  the  competition  from  the  Pier  on  Oct.  20 
and  21  is  given  on  p.  323. 


My  good  friend  "Lobworm"  says  with  regard 
to  the  fishing  in  Bushy  Park  that  "  No  permit  is 
necessary  for  either  Bushy  or  Home  Parks,  but 
is  required  for  fishing  the  Penn  Ponds  in  Richmond 
Park.  Sport  has  been  rather  slow  in  the  parks 
lately,  as  they  are  better  for  summer  fishing." 


Monster  Salmon  at  Beewiok. 
A  MONSTEE  Tweed  salmon,  weighing  nearly  801b. 
— the  largest  fish  ever  landed  at  Berwick — has  been 
found  on  Spittal  beach  almost  dead  from  bites 
inflicted  by  a  seal.  The  head  of  this  great  fish  alone 
weighed  almost  91b.  Much  damage  is  being  done  at 
present  among  the  salmon  off  Berwick  by  seals. — 
Newcastle  Daily  Journal. 


BiED  lovers  in  the  vicinity  of  Ipswich  have  enjoyed 
the  spectacle  of  four  beautiful  kingfishers  flitting 
about  over  the  River  Gipping  during  the  last  few 
days.  One  has  now  been  picked  up  maimed — a 
tribute  to  "sportsmanship."  The  curator  of  the 
museum  has  issued  an  appeal  to  the  public  to  refrain 
from  shooting  the  others. 


The  Pictorial  Comedy  is  noted  as  a  cheery  publi- 
cation, and  the  November  part  is  in  no  way  behind 
the  previous  issues.  The  artists,  as  usual,  have 
done  their  work  excellently,  and  the  drawings  of 
C.  D.  Gibson,  W.  Balfour-Ker,  W.  B.  King,  and 
Nesbitt  Benson  form  the  principal  features  of  the 
pictorial  portion  of  the  number.  In  the  literary 
part  are  to  be  found  old  friends  in  "  The  Cosy 
Corner,"  "At  the  Play,"  and  "On  the  Screens." 
Richard  Marsh  contributes  a  further  instalment  of 
that  excellent  serial,  "  The  Duke  and  the  Damsel " ; 
Margaret  Wood,  "A  Flutter  in  Shares";  and  Mrs. 
H.  H.  Penrose,  "The  Writing  Woman."  The 
Pictorial  Comedy  man  has  discovered  a  first  cousin 
to  my  Mick  ;  but  let  him  speak  for  himself  :  "  Hello, 
Pat,  what  are  you  doing  ?"  "  Shure,  an'  I  spind 
all  ray  idle  toime  sawin'  wood."  Messrs.  Henderson 
and  Sons,  Red  Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  are  the 
publishers ;  the  price,  sixpence. 


Weiting  from  the  Waveney  Hotel,  Beccles,  Mr. 
J .  McQuire  says  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that 
"  a  gentleman  from  London  has  had  some  good 
sport  amongst  the  pike,  taking  ninety-seven  fish  in 
a  fortnight.  There  is  every  prospect  of  a  good 
season,  as  the  river  abounds  with  roach,  bream,  and 
perch.  One  of  our  club  members,  on  Oct.  21, 
fishing  for  pike  wi^-h  live-bait  (snap-tackle),  landed 
two  perch,  31b.  4oz.  and  21b.  lOoz.  respectively." 


Me.  J.  H.  Klnneae,  writing  from  Brighton, 
says: — "Your  readers  may  be  interested  to  know 
that  a  nice  codling  was  taken  from  the  Palace  Pier 
to-day  (Oct.  21),  and  on  being  weighed  by  the  pier- 
master  turned  the  scale  at  5Jlb.  There  being  no 
landing-net  handy,  the  fish  was  taken  along  the 
pier  and  beached,  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty, 
and  of  great  interest  to  a  crowd  of  people.  We  are 
not  so  favoured  with  the  presence  of  these  gentle- 
men as  our  friends  at  Deal,  etc. — hence  my  note." 


Amusing. 


An  angler  in  the  River  Meuse  in  Belgium,  who 
guarantees  the  story  to  be  true,  says  that  while 
fishing  recently  he  felt  a  light  bite  as  he  was  pulling 
in  his  line.  Then  there  was  a  second  pull,  and  just 
as  the  fish  was  appearing  on  the  water  an  enormous 
pike  made  a  spring  at  it,  and  went  off  with  his  prey 
and  100ft.  of  line.  After  much  trouble  it  was  wound 
in,  says  the  Brussels  correspondent  of  the  Daily 
Mail,  and  the  astonished  angler  found  that  he  had 
caught  first  a  perch  of  about  1  lb.  weight,  and  well 
on  the  hook,  then  a  pike  of  41b.,  which  had  half 
swallowed  the  perch,  then  a  pike  of  131b.  weight, 
who  had  seized  on  the  smaller  pike  in  his  endeavour 
to  wrest  the  perch  from  him. 

*  •  *  * 

An  angler  who  fished  in  the  Meuse, 
Swore  the  truth  he  would  never  abuse, 
So  a  perch,  plus  a  pike. 
Plus  a  pike,  at  one  "  strike," 
We  regard  in  the  nature  of  news. 


An  earnest  word  to  manufacturing  interests 
appears  in  a  well-known  magazine.  Why  pollute 
the  streams  ?  Purely  from  a  financial  point  of 
view,  what  by-product  of  animal,  vegetable  or 
mineral  origin  but  can  be  turned  to  profit  ?  The 
coal  tar  derivatives  alone  are  worth  untold  wealth ; 
poured  into  the  streams  the  crude  oil  will  poison  all 
the  fiish. 


"Shoet"  Poles  and  Tight  Lines. 

The  following  is  culled  from  the  columns  of  the 
Bristol  Mercury :  — "  The  English  Club  Angling 
Championship,  held  on  Monday,  Oct.  15,  was  won 
by  the  Boston  Angling  Association,  for  whom  Mr. 
Beale  weighed  in  with  441b.  lloz.  Cthe  heaviest 
take),  and  the  weight  of  the  fish  taken  by  the  team, 
l7lb.  8oz.  Expert  opinion  is  that  the  water,  being 
so  clear,  south  country  anglers,  who  fish  with  short 
poles  and  tight  lines,  were  at  a  disadvantage  when 
competing  against  the  Nottingham  style  of  angling. 
That  style  is  light,  long  rod,  running  line  and  light 
float;  and  as  they  could  cast  their  bait  into  mid- 
stream, they  landed  the  most  fish."  The  "441b. 
lloz."  is  no  doubt  a  printer's  error,  but  the  short 
poles  of  the  Londoners  and  the  long  rods  of  the 
Midlanders  is  news  to  Dbagnet. 
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All  the  rivers  which  are  not  yet  closed  are  too 
big  for  good  sport.  It  will  be  a  series  of  iinsteady 
waters  right  on  to  the  end. 

Some  very  heavy  fish  have  been  running  the  Dee 
and  Don,  and  one  or  two  up  to  301b.  have  been 
creeled,  but  nothing  to  beat  past  records  as  yet. 
The  run  of  sea-trout  into  the  side  streams  has  been 
quite  above  the  average. 


On  the  Culter  Dee  water,  Sir  Arthur  Kekewich 
and  party  had  ten  fish  last  week  ranging  from  121b. 
to  201b. 


Major  -  General  Baden  -  Powell  is  the  guest  of 
Colonel  Smithson,  Frendraught  House,  Forgue,  and 
is  enjoying  some  good  sport  on  the  Deveron. 

Wormers  are  having  a  grand  time  of  it  on  the 
Deveron,  the  Ythan,  the  Ugie,  and  the  Don,  where 
the  "  garden  fly  "  is  the  lure  of  luros. 

Old  Fra^er,  the  famous  Beauly  fisherman  and 
gillie,  died  last  week  at  the  age  of  ninety-two.  He 
killed  salmon  for  over  seventy  years,  although  it  is 
some  years  ago  since  his  last  kill.  It  was  his  son 
that  was  accidentally  shot  by  young  Phipps,  the 
American,  and  who  lost  his  eyesight  accordingly. 

On  the  Kintore  Don  free  water  there  were  twenty 
rods  on  Saturday,  and  they  divided  some  six  fish 
among  them;  but  the  fish  are  crowding  into  the 
pools,  and  sport  wiU  get  better  as  the  end  approaches. 

Nine  inches  of  snow  is  already  reported  from 
Cairngorm  and  the  adjacent  ranges.  A  good  hard 
sharp  winter  would  be  a  blessing  in  disgui=e.  For 
ten  years  on  end  now  there  has  not  been  an  average 
fall  of  snow  before  Christmas,  hence  the  paucity  of 
the  mountain  streams.  A  good  few  old-fashioned 
wmters  and  the  summer  angler  will  not  be  the 
^"^^''^  Special  Scotch. 


BASS  FISHING  OFF  TENBY. 

Much  has  been  heard  of  late  years  of  the  decline 
of  Tenby  as  a  fishing  port ;  but  as  the  writer  of  the 
articles  on  the  Fishing  Competitions  pointed  out 
recently,  it  is  just  possible  that  we  complain  too 
loudly.  Things  are  not  so  bad  as  they  are  repre- 
sented. ^The  achievement  of  a  Cardiff  visitor 
proves  that  capital  sea  fishing  is  still  to  be 
had  off  Tenby.  The  gentleman  in  question,  Mr. 
Bernard  Reece,  of  Cardiff,  ha?  been  fishing 
with  Mr.  WiiUam  Howells,  who  has  been 
dubbed  (by  no  less  an  authority  than  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  if  we  mistake  not)  "the  greatest  bass 
fisher  in  Wales."  Worthily  did  he  maintain  his 
reputation.  Fishing  on  "  the  shoals  "  at  the  hack 
of  Caldy,  Mr.  Reece  and  Mr.  Howells  secured  no 
less  than  ninety-two  fine  bass,  which,  on  being 
weighed  subsequently  at  Mr.  Smith's  stores  on  the 
quay,  brought  down  the  scales  at  2.50ib.  This  is 
almost,  if  not  quite,  a  "record"  catch.  Mr. 
Howells  is  said  to  have  had  111  bass  one  day  some 
years  ago,  but  they  were  not  such  big  fisli  as  those 
here  recorded.  As  some  indication  of  the  time 
taken  to  make  this  haul,  we  may  say  that  the 
Vtctoria  (Mr.  Howells'  boat)  left  the  harbour  soon 
affer  six  in  the  morning  and  returned  about  ha!f- 
pa'it  three  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  T.  Howells,  who 
was  fishing  in  the  same  neighbourhood  in  his 
boat,  the  Twentieth  Century,  got  about  sixty  bass. 
These  figures  show  that  visitors  in  search  of  good 

sea  fishing  might  do  worse  than  come  to  Tenby.  

Tenby  County  News. 


ELECTION  OF  LEE  FISHERY 
CONSERVATOKS. 


DEAL  AND  WALMER  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION, 


The  first  competition  this  season  for  members  of 
the  above  association  took  place  on  Oct.  20  and 
following  day,  the  weather  on  both  dates  being  all 
that  could  be  desired,  but  the  water  was  phenomen- 
ally warm  and  bright,  and  this  latter  fact,  no  doubt, 
accounted  for  the  very  meagr  -.  sport  obtained  by  one 
and  all  of  the  competitors.    An  ample  number  of 
prizes  had  been  offered  for  each  day's  competition, 
which  prizes  will  be  duly  presented  to  the  respective 
winners  at  the  forthcoming  annual  dinner.    A  silver 
medal  (presented  by  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society) 
was  the  award  made  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  size- 
able fish  taken  during  the  competition,  and  a  bronze 
medal  (also  presented  by  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society)  for  the  next   heaviest  weight  of  size- 
able   fish.      Five    other    prizes    in    kind  were 
presented  by  private  individuals,  these  prizes  con- 
sisting of  a  sea-rod,  an  oilskin  coat,  a  pipe  and  case, 
a  sea-reel,  and  a  creel.    Forty  members  of  both 
sexes  competed  on  Oct.  20,  but  matters  progressed 
very  slowly  indeed  for  the  entire  day,  and  it  must 
have  been  a  relief  to  many  when  the  termination  of 
the  contest  was  announced  at  5  p.m. ,  the  contestants 
having  been  in  position  since  the  hour  of  9  a.m. 
Only  ten  anglers  entered  the  lists  on  Oct.  21,  and 
they  took  up  their  allotted  stations  at  various  hours 
during  the  forenoon,  many  of  them  being  anything 
but  keen  for  the  contest  after  witnessing  the 
previous  day's  performance.     Scarcely  a  sizeable 
fish  came  to  hand  as  hour  after  hour  passed,  and  at 
noon  less  than  half  a  dozen  sizeable  fish  had  been 
taken.    Shortly  before  the  hour  of  five  Mr.  Snowden 
obtained  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  day,  and  it  seemed 
a  moral  certainty  that  he  would  prove  the  champion, 
but  imnaediately  upon  the  stroke  of  five  Mr.  Waddell 
took  a  sizeable  fish,  which  rendered  his  gross  catch 
the  heaviest  of  the  day.    Saturday's  results  were  as 
follows  :— Miss  De  Vivian  Wolff,  91b.  13oz.  (silver 
medal  and  sea  reel) ;  Master  E.  Edwards,  31b.  lUoz. 
(bronze  medal  and  oilskin  coat) ;  Master  H.  Hart^ 
31b.  3ioz.  (pipe  and  case).    Sunday's  result : — Mr! 
W.  Waddell,  21b.  15oz.  (fishing  creel).    The  whole 
of  the  pier  arrangements  were  carried  out  by 
members  of  the  committee,  and  seemed  to  afford 
general  satisfaction.    The  respective  catches  of  fish 
were  weighed  in  within  the  pavilion,  which  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  pier  authorities  was  duly  lighted  up 
for  the  occasion.    The  declaration  of  the  weights, 
coupled  with  the  names  of  their  ,  captors,  made  by 
Mr.  P.  C.  Edgar,  the  chairman,  received  due  recog- 
nition from  the  large  number  of  interested  spectators. 

J.  Richardson. 


A  MEETING  of  the  Lee  Fishery  Conservators  was 
held  m  the  Board  Room,  Cork,  on  Saturday,  Oct.  20, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  three  conservators  to 
represent  the  upper  or  fresh-water  division,  and 
three  for  the  lower  or  tidal  division. 

Very  considerable  interest  was  taken  in  the  elec- 
tion, judging  by  the  number  of  anglers  present  and 
the  large  number  of  votes  recorded. 

Amongst  those  present  were  Sir  George  Colthurst 
Bart.,  Alderman  Dale,  J.P.,  Colonel  Sandeford, 
Joseph  Pike,  D.L..  Messrs.  S.  Haynes,  R.  Cronin 
T.C.,  Edward  Cahill,  John  O'Callaghan,  S.  Swales, 
L.  O'Connor,  etc. 

Sir  George  Colthurst,  on  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Dale,  took  the  chair. 

The  chairman  said'  that  Lord  Bandon,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board,  had  undertaken  to  be  present  at 
the  meeting,  and  that  he  did  not  know  what  could 
have  happened  to  cause  his  absence,  and  went  on  to 
say  that  that  was  a  meeting  of  the  licensed  anglers 
to  elect  three  conservators  fdr  the  upper  waters  and 
three  for  the  tidal  waters. 

There  were  four  candidates  put  forward  for  the 
upper  waters:  Mr.  Henry  Austen,  B.L., Mr.  R.  C 
Williams,  J. P.,  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  and  Mr.  s! 
Swales.  After  some  objections  as  to  the  validness 
of  some  of  the  votes,  the  chairman  announced  the 
result  as  follows  :  Mr.  Samuel  Haynes,  87  votes  • 
Mr.  H.  Austen,  82;  Mr.  WiUiams,  80;  and  Mr.' 
Swales,  53;  he  therefore  declared  the  first  three 
gentlemen  elected. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  elect  three  mem- 
bers to  represent  the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  T.  Flynn, 
on  behalf  of  the  Blackrock  net  fishermen,  handed  iti 
a  number  of  proxies  on  behalf  of  Sir  Edward 
Fitzgerald,  Alderman  Dale,  and  Mr.  R.  Cronin,  T.C. 

Mr.  Edward  Cahill  lodged  proxies  on  his  own 
behalf. 

The  chairman  said  that,  as  far  as  he  could  see,  the 
proxies  handed  in  for  Sir  E.  Fitzgerald,  Alderman 
Dale,  and  Mr.  Cronin  were  not  endorsed,  and  there- 
fore invalid. 

Mr.  Cahill  said  that  under  the  existing  circum- 
stances he  would  use  his  proxies  in  favour  of  Alder- 
man Dale,  Mr.  Cronin,  and  himself. 

The  chairman  then  declared  the  latter  three 
gentlemen  duly  elected. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  the 
meeting  terminated. 


September  and  the  early  part  of  October.  The 
number  of  sea-trout  spawning  beds  observed  was 
81().  The  spawning  beds  on  the  Spey,  which,  owing 
to  the  depth  of  the  water,  could  not  bo  counted, 
were  again  very  numerous  last  season,  and  were 
about  equal  in  number  to  the  whole  of  the  beds 
counted  on  the  tributaries,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing a  considerable  amount  of  injury  supposed  to 
have  been  caused  to  the  later  spawning  beds  in  the 
river  by  the  flood  on  March  17.  Salmon  began  to 
spawn  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  on  Oct.  8, 
1 905,  and  on  the  lower  reaches  a  month  later.  There 
appeared  to  be  about  the  same  number  of  male  and 
female  fish  on  the  spawning  beds  all  over  the  district 
In  considering  the  estimate  of  the  probable  expendi- 
ture for  the  current  year,  which  is  expected  to  bo 
£1170,  a  fishery  assessment  of  2s.  7Jd.  per  £1  was 
imposed.  This  is  a  reduction  of  ja.  per  £  1  on  the 
asses-'ment  for  last  year.  j.  m. 


SPEY  FISHERY  BOARD. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Spey  Fishery  Board 
was  held  in  Elgin  on  Oct.  19,  His  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  K.G.,  presiding.  The 
superintendent's  annual  report  which  was  submitted 
stated  that  the  nimiber  of  spawning  beds  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  observed  during  the  past  year  was  5278, 
which  was  a  reduction  of  about  sixteen  per  cent,  as 
compared  with  the  average  for  the  last  seven  years, 
and  a  reduction  of  thirty-two  per  cent,  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  The  deficiency  might 
probably  be  accounted  for  by  the  abnormally  low 
nature  of  the  Livet  and  the  Avon  in  the  month  of 


LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(LIMITED). 

Directors'  Anncj.^l  Report. 
The  directors  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling  A.<!soc!a- 
tion  (Limited)  have  now  issued  their  annual  report 
and  revenue  account  to  the  shareholders  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  22  last.  The  gross  receipts  for 
the  past  year,  including  interest  on  revenue  account 
amount  to  £2280  12s.  8d.  (of  which  £2243  10s  wa.s 
for  boat  hire),  compared  with  £1681  12s.  6d  la^t 
ll^J^'  f-"^^^^^^^^  'P^^'^^'^^'agior  the  minimum  rent  of 
£800  for  the  trout  fishing  and  all  other  fixed  rents 
and  charges  there  remains  a  clear  balance  on  revenue 
account  of  £108  3s.  Id.  To  this  there  falls  to  be 
added  £32  12s.  4d.  of  interest  on  invested  funds, 
and  the  balance  of  £136  16s.  Id.  carried  forward 
from  last  year,  which  together  give  a  disposable 
balance  of  £337  lis.  6d. 

In  consequence  of  the  heavy  loss  on  the  revenue 
account  during  the  two  previous  seasons  of  the  lease 
not  being  yet  made  up,  the  directors  are  unable  to 
recommend  payment  of  any  dividend,  and  suggest 
that  the  whole  balance  be  carried  forward  to  next 
account. 

The  report  states  that  owing  to  the  exceptionally 
cold  weather  which  prevailed  in  the  months  of  April 
and  May  and  the  earlier  part  of  June,  the  bright 
prospects  with  which  1905  closed  were  not  realiied 
until  the  latter  month  had  well  begun.  From  thence 
onward,  however,  fish  rose  more  freely  to  the  flv 
and  the  season  proved  in  the  end  a  most  satisfactory 
one.  The  record  of  July  in  partieidar  was  highly 
gratifying,  the  yield  of  trout  duriug  that  month 
being  the  largest  known  for  many  seasons  The 
catch  in  August  showed  the  highest  aggregate  return 
for  the  past  five  years.  Taken  all  oyer  the  season 
may  be  considered  a  fair  average  one,  and  the  loch 
may  clajm  to  have  regained  its  former  position  as  a 
favourite  angling  resort. 

The  total  number  of  trout  captured  with  the  rod. 

IfoM^l^  ^^^'u^'^*^^l'  ^'"'^  ^^^'^  "netted' 
14^  (1921b.).    The  number  of  pike  caught  was  166 
weighing  4081b.,  as  compared  with  876,  weighin<^ 
19381b.,  in  1905.  "'S^'Ho 

-  Hatching  operations  were  again  successfullv 
carried  on  last  winter,  and  the  usual  number  of  fry 
was  in  sprmg  placed  in  the  feeders  of  the  loch 
The  American  weed  still  infests  certain  portions  of 
the  loch,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  spreading 
further  than  it  has  hitherto  done,  and  has  not 
durmg  the  past  season  caused  more  inconvenience 
to  anglers  than  it  did  previously. 

The  four  directors  who  retire  at  this  time  bv 
rotation  are  Messrs.  Lewis  S.  Spence.  Alex.  P  Haig 
Thomas  Aitken,  and  William  Robertson,  all  of  whom 
are  eligible  for  re-election.  A  director  will  also  fall 
to  be  appointed  in  room  of  Mr.  John  Paton  who 
died  during  the  past  year.  The  annual  general 
meetmg  of  the  shareholders  will  be  held  in  the  Green 
Hotel,  Kiiiross,  on  Monday,  Oct.  29. 

R.  B.  Laing. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  :—  ' 

Mr.  A.  de  Hemptinne,  of  56,  Rue  de  la  Vallee 
Gand,  Belgium,  has  invented  new  improvements 
relating  to  fish  oil.  Fish  oil  is  deodorised  bv  sub- 
jecting It  to  a  silent  electric  discharge  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  hydrogen.  The  oil  fixes  some  of  the 
hydrogen  and  becomes  thicker.  The  cylinder  con- 
tains a  shaft  carrying  metal  plates,  and  glass  plates 
are  connected  by  a  wir  to  one  pole  of  a  source  of 
electric  energJ^  and  the  remainder  are  connected  to 
the  other  pole  by  the  wire.  The  cylinder  is  made 
to  rotate,  and  is  provided  with  gutters  around  the 
sides  which  raise  the  oil  from  the  bottom  of  ths 
cylinder  and  scatter  it  over  the  plates  When 
necessary  the  eyhnder  is  supplied  with  hydrogen  to 
replace  that  which  has  become  fixed  by  the  oil 
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THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RINGWOOD, 

Old-estaWishPd  Family  and  Commercial  HoteL 
Tliiee  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  AJotor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &e. — Address  Proprietor. 


NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL. 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 
DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 
Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Manageress, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
E.  Tdenbull,   Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston,  1906.  General  Manager. 


PIKE,    ROACH.    PERCH,  Sec. 


GOOD  .  . 


FREE 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MIL^S 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry.  Hunts. 


THE 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

FREE  SHOOTING  FOR  VIS/TORS 

staying  at  above  Hotel  on  15,000  acres  of 
moors.  Well-known  coverts  for  Game. 
Cock  and  Snipe"  are  always  plentiful  in 
season.  Also  Splendid  Pike  Fishing  on 
five  large  lakes. — For  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HEALY. 

GOOD  GOARSE  FISHING 

from  grounds,  ofiered  to  Paying  Guests, 
eight  miles  from  Oxford,  ten  minutes 
from  railway  station.  Sheltered,  bracing  ; 
delightful  situation  ;  good  house  ;  liberal 
table,;  punt  and  skiff ;  quiet  week-ends. 
— H.  QuAHRY  Bank,  TacKley,  Oxon. 

Coarse  Fish  for  Stocking 
Purposes. 

Good,  strong,  healthy  Fish,  chiefly  Roach 
and  Bream,  from  Lincolnshire  waters, 
FOR  SALE. 


DENNIS,  59,  King's  R(l.,Kingstoii-oii-Ttiaiiies 


REEL  mms  AND 

SALMON  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Best   work    and   regular  employment 
guaranteed. — Apply, 
HARDY  BROTHERS,  ALNWICK. 

WANTED  AT  ONCE, 

Quotations  for  Quantity  of 
Perci  and  Bronze  Bream 

for  Be-stocking  Purposes  in  River  and 
Canal. — Apply,  J.  Hollxns,  Secretary, 
Stoke-on-Trent  Angling  Society,  Roe- 
buck Hotel, 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEEN'S  MALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


Sovemher  Srd,  nt  3. 
Prelude,  "  Tristan  und  Isolde  "  ..  Wagner 

Suite  No.  1,  in  C   Bach 

New  Sinfonietta  in  G  minor      . .  Percy  Pitt 

(First  performance  in  London). 
Symphonic  Eipagnole  (Violin  and 

Orchestia)  Lalo 

Trauermarsch  ("  Gotterdanimer- 

ung "   Wagner 

"Ride  of  the  Valkyries"  ("Die 

W'alkiire  ")  Wagner 

Solo  Violin— Senor  SASASATE, 

X^oretnber  17th,  at  3. 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Vitava  "     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  In  D   Brahms 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Ausfahrt 

und  Schift'bruch  "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE 

Decvmoer  1st,  at  3. 
Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 

Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  ..  Mendelssohn 

Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Dj inns  ". .  C(5.sar  Franck 

Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOUL  PUGNO. 


December  15th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdincli 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Pathf5tique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdam- 

meruug")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR, 


SATURDAY  AFTEliyOOSS  nt  3. 

1906.    Nov.  3,  17,  Der.  1,  15. 
1907.   Jan.  19,  Feb.  2,  IS,  March  ». 

Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  before  Christmas. 
£1  5.S'.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after 
Christmas,  £1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets, 
7s.  6d.,  5s.,  2.'*.  6rf.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents  ;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Oftice,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         KOBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Freperiok  Hakrison. 
THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY^S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Plavfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossniith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


OT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 
O  —Every  Evening  at  8.16.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  Irene Vanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
wirh  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henry  Lowenpeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton.  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Bo.x  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


MUDIE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 

TOWN  SOBSCRIPTIONS  21  s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6(l.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,  5UBURB5,  and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

fi.«.c/,0i??ceJ241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

(48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROYAL  ALISERT  JT4LL. 

Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING 

Conductor:  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


ELIJAH 

(MENDELSSOHN J, 

On   THURSLAY,   NOV.  1st,  at  8 


Miss  Agnes  Nioholis. 
.Miss  Phyllis  Lett. 

MiSsEDITHKlRKWOOI). 

Miss  Maria  Yelland. 


Mr.  William  Green. 
Mr.  Herbekt  Brown. 
Mr.  Vivian  Bennetts. 
Mr.  Graham  Smart 


Organist :  Mr.  Baleour,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 
Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  e.t.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s.,  unreserved,  -Is. ;  Gallery  (promenade), 
.SEVEN  CONCERTS  will  be  given  during 
the  Season,  Six  being  Subscrip'ion.    Prices  for 
the  Subscription  Series  of  Six  Concerts ;  Stalls, 
tl  16s. ;  Arena,  £1 10s. ;  Balcony  (reserved),  £1  is. 

Subscriliers'  names  can  now  be  received,  seats 
secured,  and  prospectuses  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Oftice,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


L.  &H.W.  R. 

BE5T  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  hy  Mail  and 
E.xpre^s  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  toGRBENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagb,  Portrusli,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNB 
for  Belfast.   

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

Eustnn  Station.  General  Manager. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Hoiiday  Resorts 


■OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

VORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  Of  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby.  inn«.  tfeneral  Unnager. 


WANTED. 

SALESMAN,  Good  Experience. 

WEST   END  TRADE. 

Address:  "X.Y.Z.,"  Sell's  Advertising 
Offices,  London,  E.C. 


Has  pound 

Many  Friends, 

but  its 

ENEMIES 

are  Legion. 

The  former  include 

FISHERMEN,  TRAVELLERS,  TOURISTS 

Among  the  latter  are 
MOSQUITOES,  GNATS,  MIDGES: 

They  give  it  a  wide  berth. 

FRANKA.EOGERS,327,0;r/o/-(/Sf.,  LONDON,  W. 


Cast yonrEye on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
1  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  power« 

— having  no  e(|ual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufacturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  AH  Casuaities  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee.  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  confined  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  CASUALTY  Insdrance  Company,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  mau 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticlfet-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4,  That  death  result  within  one  nionth  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
8  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  .'  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  MOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANOK  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^Tbe  jflBbing  (Basette, 

BSTABLISHED  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.Ci 
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THE  FOLKESTONE  FESTIVAL. 

The  Folkestone  Sra  Angling  Association's  annual 
competitions  from  the  S.E.  and  C.  Railway  Com- 
pany's Pier  took  place  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday  last.  On  each  day  the  weather  was  beauti- 
fully fine,  but  on  Sunday  the  water  was  rather  rough. 
Theentiies  numbered  seventy-three— twenty-eight 
for  the  first  day,  twenty-two  for  the  second,  and 
twenty-three  for  the  third  —  about  the  same 
number  as  last  year.  The  sport  was  not  parti- 
cularly bright,  but  one  or  two  good  catches  were 
recorded.  On  the  first  day  twenty-one  anglers 
weighed  in,  and  the  total  catch  was  251b.— an 
average  of  l|lb.  On  the  second  da  v  the  number  was 
twelve,  with  a  total  catch  of  151b.,  the  average 
again  bemg  l|lb.  On  Monday  fourteen  weighed  in, 
and  the  average  catch  was  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Styan  caught  the  heaviest  bag  on  any  one  day,  his 
total  catch  on  Monday  weighing  31b.  12|oz.,  prin- 
cipally due  to  a  fine  codling  which  turned  the  scales 
at  31b.  3|oz.  A  very  pleasing  feature  about  the 
competition  was  the  success  of  a  lady  angler,  Mrs. 
Gilbert  being  amongst  the  prize-winners  in  five 
separate  classes.  It  might  be  mentioned  that  on 
Sunday  Mr.  Sewell,  an  angler  not  fishing  in  the 
competitions,  landed  a  very  fine  conger  eel,  turning 
the  scales  at  151b.  A  word  should  be  said  about  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  Mr.  Cox  discharged  the 
secretarial  duties  and  on  the  conclusion  of  the  third 
day's  proceedings  he  was  deservedly  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  services.  Thanks  are 
also  due  to  Captain  Boxer,  the  harbour  mas<er,  and 
his  assistants  for  their  cordial  co-operation  and 
courtesy  to  those  taking  part  in  the  competition. 
The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Class  1. — For  the  heaviest  aggregate  weight  of  fish 
taken  during  the  competition.  First  prize,  The  Silver 
Medal  of  the  Association  ;  Second  prize.  The  Bronze 
Medal  of  the  Association ;  Third  prize.  Sea  Tackle 
value  7s.  fid. 

1,  Mr.  G.  Leube,  41b.  13  Joz. ;  2,  Mr.  A.  Davis, 
41b.  12ioz. ;  3,  Mr.  G.  S.  Styan,  41b.  lloz. :  4  Mr 
L.  A.  ToJputf,  31b.  7|07. 

Class  2. — For  the  heaviest  one-day's  catch  of  fish 
taken  during  the  competition.  First  prize.  The 
"Folkestone"  Sea  Rod;  Second  prize.  Cheek  Sea 
Reel,  presented  by  Me.=srs.  Peek  &  Son;  Third 
prize,  Sea  Tackle. 

1.  Mr.  G.  S.  Styan,  3Ib.  12Joz. ;  2.  Mr.  E.  Hunt- 
ley, 31b.  IJoz.  :  3.  Mr.  G.  Leube,  21b.  3|oz.  •  4 
Mrs.  Wallace  C.  Nickels,  21b.  2ioz.  ;  5.  Mr  A 
Davis,  21b.  l  ?oz.  '  ' 

Class  3. — For  the  heaviest  and  second  heaviest 
fish  taken  on  each  day.  First  day.  First  pri^e, 
The  "  Folkestone  "  Sea  Rod,  presented  by  Mr' 
Martin  Walter  ;  Second  prize.  The  "  Folkestone"  Sea 
Reel.  Second  day.  First  prize.  The  "  Folkestone  " 
Sea  Rod,  presented  by  Messrs.  Adams  Bros.  ; 
Second  prize.  The  "Folkestone"  Sea  Reel.  Thiid 
day.  First  prize.  The  "Folkestone"  Sea  Rod  • 
Second  prize.  The  "  Folkestone  "  Sea  Reel. 

First  day :  1,  Mrs.  Thornton  Gilbert,  1  lb.  4ozs  • 

2.  Mr.  A.  Davis,  1  lb.  2f  ozs.  ;  3,  Mr.  W.  C.  Nickels 
UJozs.  Second  day,  1,  Mrs.  Nickels,  lOiozs. ;  2 
Mr.  W.  Hopkins,  lOoz. ;  3,  Mr.  W.  W.  Nevison.  8iozs 
Third  day:  1,  Mr.  G.  S.  Styan,  31b.  3|ozs. ;  2,  Mis 
Gilbert,  I  lb.  G^ozs. ;  3,  Mr.  G.  Coleman,  1  lb. 

Class  4. — For  the  heaviest  one-day's  catch  of 
pollack  taken  during  the  competition.  First  prize. 
Solid  Leather  Kit  Bag;  Second  prize.  Sea  Reel' 
presented  by  Mr.  David  Slater. 

1,  Mrs.  Gilbert,  1  lb.  loz.  ;  2,  Mr.  Colman,  1  lb  • 

3,  Baron  Ketschendorf,  13oz.  ;  4,  Dr.  Gilbert,  lOioz.' 
Class  5.— For  ladies.    For  the  heaviest  one-day's 

catch  of  fish  taken  during  the  competition.  First 
prize.  Silver  Backed  Mirror  ;  second  prize,  Box  of 
Confectionery,  presented  by  Mr.  Albert  Hart 

1,  Mrs.  Wallace  C.  Nickells.  21b.  2Aoz.  ;  2,  Mrs 
Gilbert,  1  lb.  6|oz. ;  3,  Mrs.  Dobbs,  1  lb.  4ioz. 

Class  6.— For  the  heaviest  fi.sh  taken  during  the 
competition.  The  Bronze  Medal  presented  by  the 
National  Council  of  Sea  Anglers.  A  Brass- mounted 
Fishing  Creel,  presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R  C 
Graham,  Deal  and  Walmer  A.A.  (Only  members 
of  the  F.S.A.A.  eligible  for  this  prize.) 

Mrs.  Gilbert,  1  lb.  GJoz. 

The  competitions  from  the  boats  begin  to-day 
(Saturday,  Oct.  27)  and  continue  on  Oct.  28  and  2y. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A  Fisherman.- Try  Mars  Oil;  you  will  find  it 
very  effective. 


In  a  field  off  a  Surrey  lane  approached  a  perfect 
specimen  of  the  peasant,  flouch-hatted  and  smocked. 
He  was  leading  by  the  hand  a  boy  of  about  ten 
obviously  a  town-bred  youngster.  Thev  paused  for 
a  moment.  "  What's  those,  gran'pa  asked  the 
boy,  pointing  to  a  cluster  of  berries  in  the  hedge 
"  I'hem  be  blackb  rries,  ray  boy."  Blackberries  ! 
Why,  they  re  red!"  "Red!  Of  course  they  be 
red!  Don't  you  know,  boy,  that  blackberries  be 
always  red  when  they're  green." 


Xetters  to  the  lEbltor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
ojiinions  ex;pressed  by  our  Corres^pondents.] 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  "Unbiased's"  letter  in 
your  issue  of  Oct.  20,  I  will  first  try  to  dispose  of 
his  remarks  about  "Tournament"  rods  by  saying, 
it  must  be  clear  to  everyone  that  the  whole  thing  is 
a  matter  of  proportion,  and  that  all  things  being 
equal,  the  man  who  can  use  the  most  powerful  tool 
will,  barring  accidents,  cast  the  greatest  distance. 
Everything  depends  on  the  strength  and  skill  of  the 
man  who  is  to  use  the  rod. 

On  the  particular  occasion  to  which  he  refers, 
that  I  did  not  take  full  advantage  of  my  weapon 
was,  as  I  have  before  explained,  a  failure  on  my 
part.  In  the  single-handed  competitions  (both  of 
which  I  won),  the  rods  I  used  made  the  greatest 
records  we  have  seen  in  this  country. 

Referring  to  the  diagrams  originally  given  by  our 
worthy  editor,  in  wnioh  the  "built  cane"  was 
made  broken-backed,  whereas  the  "  greenheart " 
was  a  clean  hne,  "Unbiased"  now  declares,  "This 
statement"  (I  presume  lie  means  the  broken-backed 
Ime  as  representing  the  "built  cane")  "was  abso- 
lutely correct  and  readily  demonstrable,  both  prac- 
tically and  scientifically."  This  is  certainly  a  strong 
expression,  and  staggers  me  completely.  Here  have 
I  been  for  some  thii  ty  odd  years  testing  these  thing.s 
one  against  the  other,  both  practically  and  scientific- 
ally, and  until  lately  I  quite  believed  that  everyone 
knew  and  admitted  the  undoubted  superiority  of 
built  cane.  I  now  awake  to  the  fact  that  I  am  all 
wrong,  and  all  my  tests  and  practical  experience,  as 
well  as  that  of  many  others  interested,  have  been 
wrong  and  misleading.  "Prodigious!"  As  he 
truly  says,  I  have  denied  what  he  asserts  "with 
much  positiveness,"  and  even  after  all  this  I  am 
still  prepared  to  back  my  opinion  in  any  way  and 
to  any  extent  he  choose.^. 

I  have  advanced  that  the  diagram  to  which  I  first 
took  exception  could  not  be  produced  even  with  a 
piece  of  pine  if  correctly  tapered,  and  I  will  further 
add  to  this,  that  "  built  cane "  of  equal  area  will 
show  much  less  deflection  under  stress  than  "  green- 
heart." 

Most  of  your  readers  know  me,  and  can  well  judge 
the  value  of  what  I  assert  with  "  much  positiveness," 
and  I  think  it  only  fair  to  ask  what  "  Unbiased's  " 
knowledge  is  and  whence  obtained  ?  Personally,  I 
think  he  might  come  out  of  cover  and  fight  in  the 
open  rather  than  behind  a  nam  de  plume. 

It  would  be  unfair  on  my  part  to  take  advantage 
of  my  position,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  do  so  ;  at  the 
same  time  I  feel  like  the  man  who  has  seen  the  race 
and  knows  the  winner.  I  am  willing  to  meet 
"  Unbiased  "  in  any  reasonable  way.  My  desire  is 
to  get  at  the  truth  and  to  put  "greenheart  "  in  its 
proper  place.  I  hope  no  one  will  imagine  that  I 
have  any  desire  to  unfairly  run  it  down.  Making, 
as  my  firm  does,  a  great  number  of  high-class 
greenheart"  rods  every  day,  I  have  great  interest 
in  It,  and  have  much  respect  for  the  material,  which 
IS  excellent,  as  are  many  other  woods,  but  to  have 
"built  cane"  run  down  and  '"greenheart"  put 
over  Its  head  is  so  absolutely  wrong  that  I  cannot 
stand  by  and  see  it  committed. 

"  Unbiased's "  proposition  that  I  should  get  my 
firm  tp  make  two  rods,  one  "greenheart"  and  the 
other  of  "split-cane,"  both  hexagonal  in  section,  I 
will  gladly  agree  to  do  if  it  will  help  us  to  arrive  at 
a  true  conclusion.  I  would  suggest,  however,  that 
It  will  be  better  to  confine  the  test  to  actual  pieces 
of  material  without  fittings  of  any  kind,  further  than 
IS  necessary  to  hold  them  for  testing.  I  will  be  glad 
to  hear  that  he  is  willing  to  agree  to  this,  when  I 
will  at  once  have  the  necessary  piece  made  for  the 
te^t.— Yours  faithfully,        John  James  Hardy. 


LWho  has  run  down  split-cane  ?  Personally,  I  do 
not  think  the  point  I  raided  originally  can  be  settled 
by  any  tests  of  anything  but  finished  rods,  the 
pomt  of  the  resistance  to  the  pull  of  each  to  be  at 
least  twenty  yards  away.  Let  the  rods— one  a  best 
greenheart  and  one  a  best  split-cane  (without  steel 
centre)— be  as  absolutely  alike  in  length  of  joint  and 
diameter  and  make  as  possible.  Pull  against  them 
with  identical  strain  (after  fixing  them  upright)  as 
one  would  pull  against  a  heavy  hsh  out  in  a  stream 
to  keep  him  from  some  dangerous  place.  My  idea 
was,  and  is  (and  that  poor  idea  is  responsible  for  aU 
this  controversy),  that  of  the  two  rods  the  .plit-cane 
would  give  more,  bend  more,  than  the  greenheart. 
it  it  does  not,  I  shall  be  surprised. — Ed.J 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  the  controversy  about 
greenheart  rods  with  considerable  interest.    I  have 
fished  for  salmon  and  trout  for  many  years,  and 
diatmctly  favour  greenheart  for  the  best  flv  rods 
It  13  always  reliable  when  suitable  timber  is  used 

My  firm  has  cut  up  a  large  quantity  of  logs  for 
the  trade,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  findinR 
sufficient  wood  of  the  right  quality.  An  expert  w 
employed  to  select,  and  unfortunately  only  a  small 
proportion  turns  out  suitable  for  rods.  Timber 
merchants  must  have  other  outlets  for  the  wood 
which  18  not  suitable  for  rods. 

If  makers  were  to  supply  their  customers  with 
rods  made  from  suitable  timber,  the  verdict  would 
be  m  favour  of  greenheart,  but  soft,  discoloured 
wood  only  leads  to  disappointment.— Yours  truly, 
J-  Johnson  Owen  (Timber  Merchant)* 
tstanley-road,  Liverpool. 

_____  * 

RE  PULLEYS  AND  PORCELAIN. 
Deab  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Oct.  20  you  mention 
in  your  mteresting  notes  re  Deal  the  fact  of  90  per 
cent  of  the  anglers  Uiing  the  swing  pulley,  and 
cite  the  occasional  mishap  whil,t.  using  this  pulley 
Ihe  cause  of  this  is,  as  you  suggest,  mainly  due  to 
the  fane  line  sticking  between  the  wheel  and  side  of 
pulley.  This  is  entirely  due  to  faulty  construction, 
and  not  the  shape  or  style  of  the  pulley.  Our  Mr 
Al  red  Carter  invented  the  double-wheeled  swing 
pulley  some  sixteen  or  more  years  aoo.  Luckily 
it  was  registered,  and  we  consequently  had  the 
monopoly  whilst  the  registration  held  good  During 
that  period  it  established  a  reputation  as  the  best 
pulley  for  sea  fishing,  and  rightly  so,  because 
every  one  of  those  pi  educed  were  countersunk  and 
caretully  made  in  every  detail  (an  article  does  not 
Jive  for  sixteen  years  and  retain  its  popularity 
unless  built  on  a  sohd  foundation).  During  the 
past  few  years  the  market  has  been  flooded  with 
cheap,  trashy  imitations  by  numeroua  makers 
and  our  only  wonder  is  that  your  very  iustifiable 
remarks  have  not  been  made  earlier. 

Now  as  to  porcelain.  Whilst  in  perfect  agreement 
with  you  as  to  the  great  benefits  of  porcelain  for 
rings  and  loops,  one  point  must  be  carefully  con- 
sidered—that is,  the  liability  of  breakage.  Many 
a  days  fishing  has  been  spoiled  through  the 
accidental  dropping  of  a  rod,  and  the  consequent 
breakmg  of  the  stock  of  china.  The  fishing  worlrl 
IS,  we  think,  puzzling  itself  as  to  the  best  and 
simplest  method  of  circumventing  the  broken  por- 
celain rmg,  and  next  year  will,  we  venture  to  think 
brmg  forth  some  simple  device  whereby  porcelain 
may  be  safely  fitted  to  sea-rod^.  We  have  been 
sent  many  inventions  having  this  purpose  in  view 
and  several  show  distinct  signs  of  merit,  the  idea 
of  one  well-known  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  which 
ha,s  lately  been  handed  us  going  a  long  way  towards 
solvmg  the  difficulty,  of  which  more  anon.— Yoma 
^>^"ly'  F.  H.  Clay,  Secretary 

(for  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd.]. 

PULLEY  TOPS  FOR  SEA  ANGLING. 
Dear  Sir,  —  I  was  much  interested  with  your 
remarks  about  pulley  tops  for  sea  casting  in  your 
issue  of  Oct.  20,  as  I  have  suffered  many  tWngs 
fro^a  getting  a  fine  line  jammed  and  consequently 
broken.    I  find  that  this  is  much  more  hkely  to 
happen  m  the  doub:e  pulley  top,  because  in  it  the 
rollers  are  flush  with  the  sides,  which  easily  get 
stretched  out,  causing  a  gap  into  which  the  line  can 
get  jammed.    In  the  f ingle  one  (called  the  "Scar- 
borough," I  believe)  this  does  not  happen,  because 
the  rollers  are  sunk  into  the  sides  of  the  exterior 
brass,  which  is  bevelled  out,  as  it  were.    It  would 
be  well  for  the  makers  of  the  double  pulley  to  see  to 
this.    I  had  a  double  pulley  changed  for  a  single 
one  for  this  reason  alter  I  had  taken  to  usuig  a  &ie 
"Bates'"  line.    Talking  of  "Bates'"  lines,  they 
are  excellent,  only  they  absorb  so  much  water 
Perhaps  "Mars"  oiling  them  might  prevent  this 
but  would  they  run  off  the  reel  so  well  in  castmg  or 
would  they  get  sticky  ?    A  silk  line,  unless  you  sit 
up  all  mght  with  it  washing  it  and  fanning  it  to  get 
it  dry,  does  not  last  half  so  well  as  a  "Bates'." 
Being  a  careless  angler  I  do  not  sit  up  all  night 
with  any  tackle.    I  have  often  thought,  as  you  sav. 
that  a  simple  porcelain  ring  or  other  largo  rirg 
might  do  equally  well  for  sea  casting.  The  "  Bicker- 
dyke"  top  ring  I  once  used,  but  it  was  so  flimsily 
made — at  lesst  mine  was — otherwise  it  ca^t  all  right. 
The  worst  of  porcelain  is  it  breaks  so  easily  on  the 
ironwork  of  a  pierhead. 

Be  wire  booms,  I  quite  agree  with  you ;  I  hate 
them.  Why  fish  fine  at  all  if  you  use  bra^-s  booms  ' 
—Yours  truly,  R.  Wakren  Verkon. 

P-S. — Here  at  Brighton  hardly  au>one  uses  the 
double  pulley— nearly  all  a  »iiij^le  "  Scarborough." 

THE  RECORD  CHUB. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  20  you 
print  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheel ey  recording 
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the  taking  of  a  chub  of  71b.  6Joz.  in  weight,  and  in 
a  comment  upon  the  occurrence  you  express  the 
opinion  that  it  is  a  record  chub  "  taken  in  fair 
angling."  This  qualifying  phrase,  to  me,  is  some- 
what ambiguous.  It  may  be  that  you  have  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  other  catches  that  is  not  possessed 
by  the  general  public,  but  without  quoting  an  81b. 
fish  cau  ht  by  a  friend  of  mine  whom  I  have 
always  looked  upon  as  a  ''fair"  angler,  I  would 
draw  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  "The 
Modern  Angler,"  by  "Otter,"  p.  72: — "I  have 
taken  with  a  very  large  black  fly  (called  a  '  Marlow 
Crow  ')  chub  in  the  Thames  above  Marlow  weighing 
6^1b.  .  .  .  and  in  1874  a  chub  weighing  8^lh.  was 
caught  at  Twickenham." 

I  should  much  appreciate  your  views  as  an  expert 
on  this  statement,  because  when  I  next  go  after 
chub  I  should  lilie  to  be  certain  of  the  record  I  have 
to  beat !  It  is  awkward  to  mention  a  weight  to 
one's  friends  and  be  confronted  with  a  page  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  as  an  absolute  proof  of  one's 
inability  to  speak  the  truth  ! — Yours  truly, 

Hitchin.  J.  Pbbeott. 

["Taken  in  fair  angling"  means  "taken  by  rod 
and  line."  The  71b.  6^oz.  chub  recorded  and  illus- 
trated on  Oct.  20  is,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  the 
largest  chub  taken  in  "fair  angling."  On  Sept.  1 
we  mentioned  that  in  November,  1904,  a  chub  was 
"  caught,"  by  an  otter  in  the  Hampshire  Avon ; 
its  weight  was  71b.  14oz.  Also  one  of  71b.  12oz., 
'•  caught  "  at  the  entrance  of  the  wireworks  turbine- 
race  when  the  grating  was  lifted  up  to  be  cleared 
at  a  mill  on  the  Derwent.   If  you  would  let  us  have 


they  would  score  nine  times  out  of  ten  for  the 
following  reasons : — 

By  the  aid  of  running  tackle  they  can  utilise  five 
or  six  times  the  area  covered  by  the  tight  line 
advocates  ;  this  in  itself,  as  a  matter  of  mathematics, 
favours  them  to  an  almost  insurmountable  degree. 
Couple  with  this,  neutralising  our  methods  by 
heavily  ground  baiting  many  feet  further  out  in  the 
stream  than  the  "  bigot "  can  reach  with  his  longest 
pole,  and  you  have  the  secret  of  the  Londoner's 
defeat. — Yours  truly,  Rutilus. 


A  GRAND  ROACH. 

De.\r  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Ernest  Phillips, 
is  in  error  in  stating  that  the  weight  of  the  largest 
roach  caught  with  rod  and  lino  was  31b.  3Joz,  Mr. 
Frost,  tackle  dealer,  of  Victoria-street,  Bristol,  took 
from  the  Avon,  quite  near  that  city,  a  roach  weigh- 
ing 31b.  5oz.  This  was,  I  think,  considerably  over 
twenty  years  ago,  but  the  fish  may  still  be  seen  at 
Mr.  Frost's  shop.  It  was  exhibited  at  Birmingham 
a  few  years  ago. — Yours  truly,  F.  Smith. 


A  NEW  PRAWN  TACKLE. 
Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  is  a  prawn  tackle  which  I 
have  tied,  and  tested  a  few  times  and  found  answer 
very  well.  The  great  advantage  is  that  no  needle 
is  required,  the  prawn  being  laid  straight  out  with 
its  belly  on  the  wire,  the  big  hook  pushed  well  into 
the  head,  the  small  ones  lie  among  the  legs ;  a 
few  turns  of  silk  and  all  is  secure,  without  tho  least 


the  particulars,  properly  authenticated,  of  the  81b. 
chub  taken  by  your  friend,  who,  no  doubt,  is  a 
"  fair  angler,"  we  should  be  glad  to  publish  it.  In 
the  meantime,  you  must  capture,  in  "fair  angling," 
a  chub  of  more  than  7lb.  6oz.  That  is,  we  believe, 
the  record  you  have  to  beat. — Ed.] 


ENGLISH  ANGLING  CHAMPIONSHIP. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  enter  a  mild 
protest  against  the  pessimistic  attitude  taken  up  by 
our  respected  secretary,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  in  his 
official  account  of  the  Pangbourne  Competition  in 
your  issue  of  Oct.  20. 

One  could  tolerate  the  somewhat  cynical  remarks 
of  the  president  of  the  N.F.A.  at  the  presentation, 
but  when  Mr.  Woodruff,  after  having  time  to  digest 
it  and  recover  his  sense  of  proportion,  proceeds  to 
deduce  from  the  result  of  a  match  under  such  con- 
ditions that  the  old  "  Lea  style"  is  obsolete,  I  think 
it  time  to  say  a  word  against  this  doctrine  of  despair. 

On  one  point  I  am  in  agreement  with  him,  and 
candidly  do  not  think  the  cup  will  return  to 
London,  but  when  it  comes  to  his  reasons  for  this 
position,  I  think  he  is  utterly  at  sea. 

I\Ir.  Woodruff  says  that  the  Midlanders  showed  us 
how  to  catch  roach,  when  the  conditions  of  the 
water  rendered  the  prospects  of  sport  pnor. 

Let  me  assure  him  it  was  not  the  condition  of  the 
water  that  caused  our  defeat.  I  am  convinced  that 
fish  were  to  be  caught  on  the  day  in  question,  and 
by  "the  bigoted  adherent  of  the  roach  pole  and 
tight  line,"  to  quote  Mr.  Woodruff's  phrase.  What 
they  did  show  was  that  in  a  pegged  down  match 


damage  to  the  prawn.  The  accompanying  rough 
sketch  will  explain  mode  of  baiting. 

Half  a  dozen  tackles  may  be  baited  and  carried 
in  a  box  ready  for  use.  All  that  is  required  is  to 
bend  on  wire  trace,  two  or  three  large  shots,  one 
swivel  to  fasten  line  'on,  and  you  have  a  perfect 
tackle.    Horwood  medium  wire  I  use. 

If  you  have  space  to  describe  the  tackle  in  your 
excellent  paper  I  think  some  of  your  readers  might 
try  it.  I  am  sending  the  address  where  I  obtained 
the  hooks,  which  were  made  to  pattern.. — Yours 
truly,  O.  B.  Mdrphy. 

[Mr.  Murphy's",  tackle  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
simple  and  effective.  It  is  made  for  him  by  Mr.  S. 
Thompson,  fishing  tackle  maker,  107a,  Friargate, 
Derby.  Mr.  Thompson  is  himself  a  good  angler, 
and  one  of  the  best  hands  with  the  dry-fly  on  the 
Derbyshire  streams. — Ed.] 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Deah  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell 
me  of  any  good  coarse  fisliing — lake,  river,  or  ponds, 
where  I  could  get  permission  to  fish — in  Essex  (near 
London  preferred)  ?  and  oblige.— Yours  truly, 

Frank  Hills. 


FISHING  AT  NORDFJORD,  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  in  September  in  Loen  river,  in 
Loen,  Nordf jord,  Norway,  a  friend  and  I  caught  223 
sea-trout,  two  salmon,  11  Jib.  and  71b.,  and  one  grilse, 
41b.  The  sea-trout  in  Loen  r-iver  run  big,  up  to 
181b.    This  year  the  river  was  quite  full  of  fish, 


especially  sea-trout  of  21b.  to  31b.,  so  it  is  very 
likely  that  next  year  will  be  a  good  year  for  fish 
about  61b.  to  7lb.    In  August,  two  English  gentlemen 
caught  eighty-one  fish.— Yours  truly, 
Loen.  Olav  Dag. 

HOW  TO  SHAPE  A  LANDING-NET. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  some  brother  angler  kindly 
to  give  the  method  of  sliaping  a  landing-net  (I 
believe  they  are  started  at  the  point),  and  the  rate 
at  which  the  circumference  should  be  increased  aa 
tlie  work  proceeds  ? — Yours  truly,  Hibernia. 


A  SOUTHWOLD  POLLACK. 
Dear  Sib, — You  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  a 
pollack  weighing  over  81b.  was  caught  by  rod  and 
line  off  Southwold  Pier  on  Oct.  21,  about  midday. 
Is  not  such  a  fish  rare  in  that  locality  ?  Whiting 
were  fairly  plentiful. — Yours  truly, 

F.  Hawkings. 
[A  very  good  fish  for  Southwold. — Ed.] 

THE  39lb.  pike. 

Dear  Sir, — As  there  appears  some  doubt  in  the 
minds  of  some  of  your  readers,  I  send  you  a  cutting 
from  the  Football  Field,  a  Saturdav  night  piper 
published  in  this  town  (Bolton).  This  will  settle 
the  matter  once  for  all. — Yours  truly,      J.  M.  H. 

"  Mr.  Frank  Hampson,  of  the  Man  and  Scythe, 
writes  to  say  that  the  391b.  pike  recently  referred  to 
in  this  column  was  not  '  sent  on  to  Bolton,'  but  that 
he  brought  it  himself.  He  also,  whilst  disclaiming 
any  right  to  be  considered  skilful  in  landing  a  pike 
that  got  entangled  in  a  net,  complains  of  me  not 
calling  on  him  or  dropping  a  postcard  in  order  to 
get  particulars  of  his  fish.  In  answer  to  that  I  may 
state  that  the  dimensions,  etc.,  of  his  fish  were  given 
in  the  Bolton  Evening  News,  and  that  I  should  have 
been  delighted  to  have  seen  Mr.  Hampson  had  he 
caught  the  fisli  whilst  angling,  that  is,  by  rod  and 
line.  Since  the  fish,  according  to  Mr.  Hampson's 
own  letter,  was  '  entangled  in  a  net,'  its  method  of 
capture  was  of  no  interest  to  anglers.  The  only 
interest  from  an  angling  point  of  view  was  the  fact 
that  large  pike  were  to  be  had  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Loch  Maben,  and  that  was  the  way  I  used  the 
information.  I  only  wish  Mr.  Hampson  had  been 
fortunate  enough  to  have  caught  the  fish  whilst 
angling.  He  is  having  it  set  up  by  a  local 
taxidermist." 


SMALL  TENCH  AND  BARBEL. 

Dear  Sib, — My  experience  of  fishing  extends  only 
to  the  Thames,  and  on  the  Thames,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn  (and  I  have  put  the  question  to  many  fisher- 
men), small  tench  and  small  barbel  are  never  taken 
by  rod  and  line.  All  the  other  fish  are  caught  whilst 
still  in  the  juvenile  stage,  but  I  have  not  come  across 
anyone  who  has  ever  caught  a  2oz.  tench  or  barbel. 
Is  it  that  they  are  hatched  out  2-pounders,  or  is  there 
some  other  reason  ?  I  think  if  some  of  your  more 
experienced  readers  would  kindly  give  an  eii^planation 
it  would  interest  others  besides — Yours  truly, 

F.  K.  J. 


SPINNING  FOR  MUSSELS. 

Dear  Sir, — Whilst  spinning  for  pike  at  Halliford 
I  caught  alive  fresh- water  mussel  on  Oct.  21.  The 
tail  triangle  of  the  flight  was  right  inside,  and  the 
shell  tightly  shut.  I  have  never  had  such  a  thing 
happen  before,  but  this  leads  me  to  wonder  whether 
fresh- water  mussels  eat  small  fish.  Perhaps  somebody 
else  may  have  had  a  similar  experience.  I  have 
often  caught  them  on  lobworms  and  gentles. — Yours 
truly,  George  L.  Watereb. 

ROACH  AS  A  PIKE  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  with  interest  the  views  of  your 
correspondents  on  roach  as  a  pike  bait.  Personally, 
to  compare  roach  with  dace  as  a  pike  bait  in  my 
opinion  is  rather  absurd.  Where  are  the  good 
points  about  a  roach  when  good  pike  fishermen 
declare  that  dace  work  much  better  on  live-bait 
tackle  than  roach  ?  Again,  that  they  live  longer 
and  keep  strong,  and  they  very  seldom  get  fungus ; 
also  when  dead  are  better  to  spin  with  than  roach, 
owing  to  narrowness  of  body.  If  these  points  are 
correct,  may  I  ask  where  the  good  points  of  a  roach 
come  in  ? — Yours  truly,  Z.  Watton. 

Tewkesbury. 

[I  believe  that  in  some  pike  waters  a  roach  kills 
as  well,  or  better,  than  a  dace,  but  the  majority  of 
pike  anglers  always  prefer  a  lively,  silvery  dace. 
Even  in  water  which  is  not  quite  clear  it  is 
wonderfid  what  a  distance  one  can  see  the  flash 
of  a  lively  dace,  and  no  doubt  the  bait  which  a  pike 
sees  best  is  what  he  goes  for  if  he  wants  one  at  all — 
the  last  three  times  I  was  out  after  pike  they  were 
"  not  taking  any." — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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sportsmanlike  of  the  American  competitors  to 
request  that  Mr.  Enright  should  take  the  prize  and 
also  of  him  to  refuse  it— under  the  circumstances. 

The  40lb.  and  the  Reported  8olb.  Tweed  Salmon. 

If  any  of  our  readers  living  at  Berwick-on-Tweed 
can  get  authentic  particulars  of  the  weight  of  the 
great  salmon  reported  as  being  801b.  in  weight,  I 
shall  be  much  obliged,  and  so,  I  am  sure,  will  Mr 
Henry  Ffennell.  I  asked  Mr.  George  Forrest,  of 
Kelso,  about  it  and  his  son's  fine  fish,  and  he  kindly 
writes  as  follows: — 

"  Kelso,  Oct.  29. 

"Dear  Mr.  Makston,— I  have  been  trying  to 
find  out  about  the  big  salmon,  but  any  particulars 
I  have  learned  are  not  very  satisfactory.  That 
there  was  a  big  one  cast  up  on  Spittal  beach,  and 
although  alive  had  a  lump  of  its  side  torn  out,  is 
true  enough,  but  I  fancy  its  weight  was  only 
guessed  at,  and  I  do  not  think  any  other  measure- 
ments were  taken. 

"My  son  got  his  forty- pounder  on  a  small 
Greenwell.  It  was  a  very  fine  fish,  and  took  him 
some  twenty  minutes  to  land  it.  Neither  he  nor 
the  fisherman  thought  it  such  a  big  fish  until  they 
got  it  out  and  laid  it  on  the  scales. 

"We  are  now  having  too  many  floods,  and  no 
doubt  the  fish  will  be  finding  their  way  a  lon<' 
way  up."  ° 

Mr.  Zaehnsdorf,  who  looked  in  after  his  recent 
successful  sport  on  the  Tweed,  told  ms  that  he 
heard  the  big  fish  had  been  killed  by  a  seal.  He 
said  a,  large  proportion  of  the  salmon  taken  on  the 
Iweed  recently  have  shown  signs  of  having  passed 
through  the  claws  of  seals.  As  I  said  a  few  weeks 
ago,  if  the  money  spent  in  trying  to  increase  salmon 
artificially  were  applied  naturally  in  destroying  the 
seals  the  result  would  probably  double  the  Tweed 
harvest  of  salmon. 


the  tackle  and  the  lighter  the  lead  tho  more  sport 
you  get. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  late  Arthur  Price,  Esq, 

The  True  Waltonians  at  a  specially  convened 
meetmg,  held  on  Monday  last,  resolved  to  erect  a 
memorial  over  the  grave  of  their  highly-esteemed 
and  much  honoured  secretary,  who  for  upwards  of  a 
quarter  of  a  century  had  gratuitously  rendered  to 
them,    and    other    angling    bodies,  strenuous 
and  invaluable   services.      Manv  requests  were 
also   placed    before   the   meeting  from  anglers 
outside  the  True  Waltonians,  seeking  permission 
to   help    m   forwarding    the    object    in  view, 
ihe  deceased  gentleman,  a  thorough  sportsman, 
genial  companion  and  tried  and  trusty  friend  was 
ever  to  the  fore  both  with  hand  and  purse  whenever 
necessity  arose  to  protect  anglers'  interests.  An 
influential  committee  was  appointed,  Mr.  E  G 
Bawden  (president  and  hon.  treasurer  of  the  True 
Waltonians)  being  prevailed  upon  to  act  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  while  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins 
(who  has  also  consented  to  act  as  hon.  sec.  to  the 
society)  will  be  pleased  to  receive  any  donations 
that  anglers  may  choose  to  send  to  him  at  34 
Windsor-road,  Holloway,  N.,  in  his  capacity  as 
hon.  sec.  to  the  "Price"  Memorial  Committee 

/^^''^J?'^^'*''''*'''  ^as  on  the  committee 

of  the  Ply  Fishers'  Club  for  a  while,  and  for  many 
years  and  up  to  his  lamentable  and  tragic  death 
hon.  solicitor  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 


The  Recent  Tournament  in  New  York. 

On  another  page  will  be  found  a  full  and 
interesting  report  of  the  recent  Tournament  in 
New  York,  at  which  Mr.  John  Enright  did  such 
hne  casting.  I  suppose  it  was  due  to  the  hurry 
with  which  he  had  to  pack  up  his  rods  and  leave 
for  America  that  he  was  disqualified  in  one  of  the 
competitions  for  using  too  long  a  rod.  The  very 
same  thing  happened  to  him  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
in  one  case,  only  there  the  rod  used  was  not  quite 
an  inch  over  the  specified  length.    It  was  very 


Fine  Tackle  for  Sea  Fishing', 

Mr.  Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley-on-Thames 
Angling  Association,  writes:  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Makston,— Although  I  do  not  have 
the  opportunity  to  enjoy  much  sea  fishing,  your 
notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  20  on  fine  sea- 
tackle  gave  me  much  interest.  One  occasion  in 
particular  when  fishing  on  the  east  coast  the 
advantage  of  fine  gear  was  most  forcibly  brought 
home  to  me.  I  was  using  a  pike  rod  1 1ft.  in  length, 
42in.  centre-pin  reel,  and  a  plaited  pike  line  Th° 
remainder  of  the  outfit  consisted  of  a  stout  gut 
barbel-pattern  ledger  and  three  hooks,  one  being 
above  the  lead  and  two  below.  The  lead  was  fitted 
with  a  'spur,' cons;sting  of  a  brass  screw  passed 


Mr.  F,  G.  Aflalo's  Paper  and  Demonstration  on 
Tarpon  Fishing. 

Members  and  friends  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  are  hereby  reminded  that  the  Duke  of 
Leeds  will  preside  at  Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  Fleet- 
street,  at  eight  o'clock  sharp  on  Wednesday  next 
when  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  reads  his  paper  on  Tarpon 
Fishing,  which  is  certain  to  be  very  interesting. 
Ladies  are  invited,  and  no  special  tickets  required. 

Recipe  for  Cormorants  Wanted. 

An  officer  in  Ireland,  who  subscribes  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  writes:  — 

"De\r  Sir,— Could  you  kindly  give  me  any 
suggestions  on  the  following  matter  ?  On  a  very 
small  island  in  the  lake  here  there  are  nearly 
always  from  ten  to  twenty  cormorants  all  day  long. 
The  island  is  only  about  five  yards  square,  and  no 
cover  on  it.  It  is  impossible  to  shoot  the 
cormorants,  as  they  will  not  let  one  get  within 
shot.  I  once  caught  one  in  a  steel  spring  trap,  but 
since  that  I  have  not  caught  any  in  it.  Do  you 
think  if  I  put  strychnine  in  some  dead  fish  and 
scattered  them  about  the  island  it  would  do  any 
good  ?  I  doubt  if  they  would  eat  dead  fish.  I  am 
sure  it  would  do  good  to  the  fishing  here  if  one 
could  get  rid  of  a  few,  as  they  do  no  end  of  harm. 
I  have  often  watched  them  fishmg.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  Cormorant." 
I  fear  cormorants  would  not  touch  dead  fish,  but 
it  IS  worth  trying.    Can  any  of  our  readers  suggest 
any  plan  by  which  the  pests  can  be  kept  down  » 


through  It,  which  held  bottom  equally  well  as  two 
leads  of  similar  size.  I  found  I  could  cast  this 
tackle  as  far  away  from  the  beach  as  the  anglers 
using  the  usual  pattern  beach  lines  and  heavy  leads 
could  cast  theirs,  and  regularly  during  my  stay  my 
);ackle  yielded  far  more  and  larger  fish  than  came 
to  any  of  my  neighbours.  Perhaps  this  hurriedly- 
written  note  may  prove  of  some  interest  to  your 
sea  angling  readers,  although  the  spur  lead  idea 
which  is  my  own,  has  probably  been  '  invented ' 
many  times  previously.  I  never  found  any  incon- 
venience from  fouling,  and  landed  cod  on  the 
above-mentioned  tackle  ranging  from  51b.  to  18lb." 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Hobbs  used  an  ordinary 
ledger  lead  with  a  brass  screw  put  half-way  through 
so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  hole  on  the  lead  a 
very  simple  and  excellent  way  of  gettmg  a  grip  on 
the  sand.  I  am  glad  to  have  his  practical  endorse- 
ment of  what  I  said  about  fine  tackle.    The  finer 


Is  it  the  Record  Mahseer? 

"Benwyan  "  very  kindly  sends  me  the  followincr 
particulars  respecting  the  capture  of  a  mahseer  of 
1041b.  by  Mr.  Murray  Aynsley,  after  a  great  fight 
I  am  not  sure  as  to  its  being  the  "  record,",  possibly 
as  taken  in  fair  angling,  but  certainly  larger  fish 
have  been  taken  in  other  ways.  Mr.  Thomas  in 
his  "Rod  in  India,"  mentions  fish  of  1501b  as 
bemg  taken  by  Mr.  Sanderson  with  a  night-line  in 
the  Cavery  river.  Here  are  the  extracts  and  note 
"  Benwyan  "  sends  : — 

"  Enclosed  is  an  extract  from  the^ Pioneer  Mail 
regarding  the  capture  of  a  large  mahseer.  I  can- 
not remember  the  weights  of  many  large  mahseer 
which  I  heard  of  being  caught  while  I  was  in 
India,  but  the  capture  of  this  one  seems  to  have 
been  regarded  as  extraordinary,  so  I  send  it  to  you 
with  a  note  as  to  the  weight  worked  out  by  Colonel 
Maisey  from  the  formula  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  should  you  care  to  use  the  MS." 

Extract  from  Pioneer  Mail,  Oct.  12,  1906. 
"A  Record  Mahseee. 

"  A  Bangalore  correspondent  writes:  A  capture 
took  place  in  the  Hutty  river.  North  Coorf,  on 
Sept.  28    which  probably  creates  a  record  Mr 
Murray  Aynsley,  well  known  among  South  Indian 
sportsmen,  went  down  to  the  river,  which  is  about 
four  miles  from  his  estate,  to  try  for  a  mahseer 
For  several  hours  he  could  not  stir  a  fin;  but  at 
about  Z  p.m.  he  got  a  run  in  some  rapid  water,  and 
It  was  quite  evident  that  something  out  of  the 
common  was  hooked.    One  hundred  yards  of  line 
went  out  with  the  first  rush,  and  then  the  lieht 
coracle  in  which  the  fisherman  and  his  boatman 
were  seated  was  towed  down-stream  at  a  great 
pace.    The  fish  was  never  seen,  and  so  soon  as  he 
stopped  every  effort  was  made  to  get  below  him 
ihis  was  eventually  done,  and  with  heavy  water 
agamst  him   the   mahsser  proved   rather  more 
amenable   to   reason.    A  grand    fight,  however 
ensued,  and  more  than  once  it  seemed  as  if  the 
great  fish  must  break  away.  From  2  p.m.  to  4  n  m 
he  struggled  furiously,  and  then  from  a  rock  against 
which  the  boatman  managed  to  jam  the  coracle 
he  was  got  in  hand  and  eventually  gaffed  His 
measurements,    etc.,   were   as  follows:  Length 

^M*^'  '  ^^'^t'l  of  mouth,  8Ma  • 

width  of  tail.  19in.;  weight,  1041b 

"  Considering  that   Mr.   Murray  Aynsley  was 

fishing  with  a  hght  spliced  16ft.  rod,  it  is  wonderful 

that  the  struggle  was  not  even  longer;  but  it  is 

possible  that  when  once  he  got  the  fish  above  him 

the  heavy  water  in  the  river  helped  the  fisherman 

considerably.    It  would   be  interesting  to  know 

whether  this  mahseer  is  a  record  fish  for  the  rod 
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perch  (Ferca  fluvescens).  The  sea  basses  {Serranidce) : 
Striped  bass,  rockfish  (Roccus  lineatus)  ;  white 
perch  (Morone  americana).  The  labrids  (Lahrida') : 
Tautog  (Taufoga  onitis).  The  cods  (Gadidoe)  :  Cod 
(Gadus  callarias)  ;  pollock  (Pollachius  virens).  The 
^ownAev&iPleuronectidce):  Winter  flounder,  American 
flatfish  (Pseudofleuronectes  americanm).  Crusta- 
ceans :  American  lobster  {Homarus  americanus). 
The  Output. 

The  output  for  the  year  1905  was  over  250.000,000 
more  than  for  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Bureau.  This  increase  represents  in  particular 
a  greater  production  of  Pacific  salmons,  lake  trout, 
pike-perch,  yellow  perch,  large-mouth  black  bass, 
lake  herring  and  lobster,  and  in  addition  the  propa- 
gation of  the  blueiin  M'hitefish  for  the  first  time. 
Cod,  ^^■hitefish.  and  all  other  species  cultivated, 
except  the  shad,  furnished  an  average  yield.  The 
shad  output  was  unusually  small,  owing,  apparently, 
to  the  fact  that  an  unusual  proportion  of  the 
marketed  fish  were  caught  in  salt  or  brackish  water, 
but  few  being  left  to  roach  the  s])fi,wning  grounds, 
where  the  eggs  are  obtained  for  the  hatcheries. 

A  summary  of  the  output  for  the  year  1005  is  as 
follows:— Eggs,  410,480,175;  fry,  "l.SSY.SVLlSS  ; 
fingerhngs,  yearlings,  and  adults,  11,623,726— 
total,  1,759,475,039. 


SOME  FINE  EOACH. 


Me.  Henky  Warren,  of  Byfleet  (a  member  of 
the  T.A.P.S.),  sends  us  a  photograph  of  a  splendid 
catch  of  roach  which  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mouflet,  of    the  London  Hotel,  Bournemouth. 


few  being  taken  before  the  second  week  in  May, 
and  anglers  generally  had  to  fall  back  upon  yellow 
trout  fishing,  which  has  not,  at  any  time,  come  up 
to  expectations,  more  especially  in  the  tributaries 
of  the  Ewes  and  Tarras  ;  yet  the  quiet  little  stream- 
let of  Wauchope  supplied  better  sport  than  usual. 
Probably  the  former  two  streams  will  be  restocked 
before  next  season — at  least,  this  has  been  hinted 
at  by  members  of  the  Fisheries'  Association. 
Despite  the  unfavourable  v\eather  in  March,  the 
salmon  fishing  during  that  month  exceeded  expec- 
tations, and  some  heavier  fish  than  usual  were 
landed,  principally  in  the  Double  water.  Early 
in  the  month  Mr.  Andrew  Johnstone,  keeper 
to  Sir  Richard  Graham,  led  off  Mitli  a  fine  fish 
which  scaled  251b.,  and  followed  up  with  a  smaller 
one  of  101b.,  both  being  caught  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water,  while  on  March  7  Dr.Anderson, 
Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  caught  a  salmon  weighing 
21  lb.  in  the  Cauldron  pool,  and  on  the  10th  of  the 
same  month  he  landed  one  of  191b.  in  the  Willow 
pool.  In  the  same  water,  Mr.  Adam  Keen, 
Rowanburn,  caught  a  fine  fish  weighing  21  lb., 
and  another  of  191b.  in  the  Cauldron  pool. 
Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  below  Penton,  Mr.  Tom  Steel 
landed  a  salmon  of  181b.,  and  towards'  the  end  of 
the  month  Mr.  Makant  caught  a  couple  of  nice 
salmon  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water  of  the  Esk 
weighing  respectively  181b.  and  171b.  In  the  months 
of  April,  May,  June,  and  July,  an  odd  fish  of  about 
12lb.  ^\as  occasionally  got,  but  these  catches  were 
few  and  far  between,  grilse  being  an  entivo  failure 
during  the  whole  season.  Angling  in  April  and 
May  was  confined  to  sea-trout  and  yellow  trout, 
but  towards  the  middle  of  June  sea-trout  wore 


[W.  Hazel,  Bournemouth. 

Mb.  J.  H.  Mouflet's  Avon  Eoach  and  Dace. 


and  fine  I  ini  India';  so  far  as,  I  know  it  is  certainly 
so." 

"Applying  the  formula  which  appeared  some 
time  ago  for  obtaining  the  weight  of  fish  from  their 
measurements,  the  result  obtained  works  out  at 
1201b.,  instead  of  1041b. ;  but  possibly  there  would 
have  been  a  difference  if  the  fish  had  been  a  trout 
or  a  salmon." 


Exploration  of  the  Sea. 

As  far  as  one  can  gather  from  the  "Report  of 
the  British  Delegates  attending  the  Meeting  of  the 
International  Council  for  the  Exploration  of  the 
Sea  at  Amsterdam  in  1906,"  a  good  deal  of  useful 
work  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  investigations  as 
to  the  varying  currents  and  saUnity  of  the  sea, 
chiefly  the  North  Sea.  It  is  curious  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  International  Council  for  the 
financial  year  1906-1907  came  to  114,225  kroner 
(equal  £5754  2s.)  and  the  "receipts"  to  exactly 
the  same  figure — unfortunately,  the  receipts  include 
a  balance  forward  of  £993  15s.  I  notice  that  our 
Government  does  not  intend  to  participate  in  the 
investigations  on  the  present  footing  after  July  22, 
1907.  If  we  can  read  between  the  lines  we  should 
probably  see  that  the  reason  for  this  is  that  our 
Continental  friends  want  to  do  most  of  the  spending 
and  all  the  talking,  and  that  so  far  there  has  been 
mighty  little  except  talk.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  PEOPAGATION  AND  DISTEI- 
BUTION  OF  FOOD  FISH  IN 
THE   UNITED   STATES,  1905. 


Prodigious  ! 

The  principal  function  of  the  U.S.  Bureau  of 
Fisheries,  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  the 
available  sujjply  of  aquatic  food  products,  has  its 
largest  fulfilment  in  the  artificial  propagation  and 
distribution  of  fish  and  eggs.  The  extensive  and 
depleting  commercial  fisheries  for  a  number  of 
species  and  the  constantly  growing  demand  for 
food  and  game  fish  for  stocking  private  lakes 
and  streams  have  led  to  such  an  enlargement 
of  the  field  of  operations  that  about  fifty  species 
a"e  now  cultivated,  the  list  including  the  principal 
fish  of  all  parts  of  the  country.  Nor  is  the  woik 
confined  to  the  hatching  and  rearing  of  fish  by 
a-tificial  methods.  A  very  important  feature  is 
the  rescue  of  young  fish  from  the  overflowed  l?.nds 
in  the  Mississippi  Valley,  where  they  would  he  lost 
when  the  waters  recede,  for  the  sloughs,  cut  off 
from  the  river,  become  dry  in  the  heat  of  summer 
or  freeze  in  winter.  Furthermore,  some  of  the 
most  valuable  and  far-reaching  results  have  come 
from  the  acclimatisation  of  non- indigenous  fish  in 
vai'ious  waters. 

Species  Cultivated  and  Distributed. 

The  following  species,  listed  by  families,  were 
handled  in  1905:  — 

The  catfishes  (Siluridoe).  The  suckers  and  buffalo- 
fishes  {Catostomida;).  The  minnows  and  carps 
(Cyprinidce).  The  shads  and  herrings  (Cbipeidw). 
The  salmons,  trouts,  whitefishes,  etc.  (Salmonida;)  : 
Common  whitefish  {Coregomts  clupeiformis)  ;  blue- 
fin  whitefish  {Argyrosomus  nigripinnis)  ;  lake 
herring,  cisco  {Argyrosomus  artedi)  ;  chinook  salmon, 
king  salmon,  quinnat  salmon  (Oncorhynchns  tschaivyt- 
scha)  ;  silver  salmon,  coho  (Oncorhynchus  kisutch)  ; 
blueback  salmon,  red-fish,  sockeye  (Oncorhynchus 
nerka)  ;  humpback  salmon  (Oncorhynchus  gor- 
huscha)  ;  steeliead,  hardhead,  salmon-trout  (Salmo 
gairdneri)  ;  rainbow  trout  (Salrno  irideus)  ;  Atlantic 
salmon  (Salmo  solar)  ;  landlocked  salmon  (Salmo 
sebago)  ;  Yellowstone  Lake  trout,  cut-throat  trout, 
black-spotted  trout  (Salmo  lewisi)  ;  Colorado  river 
trout,  black-spotted  trout  (Salmo  pleuriticus)  ; 
Arkansas  river  trout,  green-backed  trout  (Salmo 
stomias)  ;  yellow-finned  trout  (Salmo  macdonaldi)  ; 
sea-trout,  salmon-trout  (Salma  trutta)  ;  Loch  Leven 
trout  (Salmo  trutta  levenensis)  ;  lake  trout,  Mackinaw 
trout,  longe,  togue  (Cristivomer  namaycush)  ;  brook 
trout,  speckled  trout  (Salvelinus  fontinalis)  ;  golden 
trout,  Sunapee  Lake  trout  (Salvelinus  aureolas)  ; 
Canadian  red  trout  (Salvelinus  marstoni)  ;  hybrid 
trout  (Salvelinus  fontinalis +aureolus).  The  gray- 
hngs  (Thymallidce) :  Montana  grayling  (Thymallus 
montanus).  The  pikes  and  pickerels  (Esocidce) : 
Pike  or|  pickerel  (Esox  lucius,  Esox  reticvlatus). 
The  basses,  sunfishes,  and  crappies  (Centrarchidw). 
The  perches  (Percidce) :  Pike-perch,  wall-eyed  pike, 
yellow  pike,  blue  pike  (Stizostedion  vitreum) ;  yellow 
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WTiilst  fishing  the  Avon,  at  Fordingbridge, 
in  October,  he  captured  twenty-one  roach,  weigh- 
ing 28lb.,  and  a  dace  of  lib.  Mr.  Mouflet  is  to 
be  congratulated  upon  securing  such  a  fine  show 
of  fish. 


SALMON  AND  OTHER  ANGLING 
IN  THE  BOEDEE  ESK  AND 
,  LIDDLE. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SEASON. 

With  such  an  exceptionally  fine  summer  no 
one  can  be  surprised  that  the  fishing  in  these  rivers 
did  not  come  up  to  the  average  of  former  seasons. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  stormy  and  unsettled 
weather  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  sea-trout 
were  later  than  usual  in  making  their  appearance, 


taking  better  in  the  Canonbie  water  and  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  while  in  the  Solway  Firth 
sea-trout,  towards  the  end  of  June,  were  running 
up  to  51b.  and  6lb.,  and  grilse  from  41b.  to  61b. 

Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  J.  Clerk  caught 
a  sea-trout  of  5 Jib.,  and  Mr.  J.  Dalton  had  one  of 
41b.  in  the  same  water  in  the  first  week  in  July, 
when  the  herling  began  to  run.  August  was  a 
fairly  good  month  for  this  class  of  fish,  and  towards 
the  back  end  the  herling  fishing,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Double  water  downwards  to 
the  Solway,  has'  been  the  best  for  many  years, 
and  a  good  many  exceptionally  large  baskets 
have  been  made.  Very  few  salmon  were  caught 
in  the  Esk  in  August  and  September.  Mr.  A. 
Thompson  had  one  of  101b.  in  Langholm  water, 
and  Mr.  Elston  landed  a  nice  salmon  scahng  17lb. 
in  the  former  month  ;  while  Mr.  McLellan  had  one 
of  14|lb.  in  the  Willow  pool,  and  Dr.  Arthwaite 
caught  a  nice  fish  of  17 Jib.  in  the  same  water  in 
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the  month  of  September.    In  the  upper  readies 
of  the  Esk  little  sport  lias  been  had  during  the 
season,  but  a  small  salmon  of  7^1b.  was  caught 
at  the  end  of  September  in  the  Burnfoot  water. 
However,  the  closing  month  of  the  season — October 
—has  supplied  good  sport,  and  although  no  excep- 
tionally heavy  salmon  have  been  taken,  yet  the 
record  exceeds  that  of  last  year.    Fishing  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water.  Lord  Henry 
Scott  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  201b.,  and  Major 
Kerr  caught  one  of  181b.  in  the  same  water,  while 
a  fish  of  201b.  was  got  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Liddle,   below  Penton   Bridge.    Mr.   Tom  Steel 
had  one  of  101b.  at  Canonbie  Bridge,  Dr.  Anderson 
one  of  81b.  in  the  mid  reaches,  Mr.  J.  Robinson 
one  of  81b.  in  Langholm  water.    In  the  Double 
water,  Mr.  J.  Johnstone  had  one  of  10|lb.,  and 
Mr.  Ellis  caught  four  salmon  below  Liddle  Foot, 
weighing  respectively  16ilb.,  131b.,  81b.,  and  5^1b. 
IMr.  W.  Bortliwick  had  one  of  1 1  lb.  in  Langholm 
water.  Mr.  McLellan  and\Mr.  Pha3Te  Loch  had 
each  a  fish  of  101b.  in  the  Willow  pool,  and  at 
another  fishing  Mr.  McLellan  had  a  salmon  of  17ilb. 
in  his  stretch  of  the  Netherby  water.    Dr.  Brooks 
caught  one  of  lO^lb.  in  the  Double  water,  and 
Mr.  D.  Elhot  landed  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  in  the  Long 
pool,  and  at  another  fishing  one  of  121b.  Mr. 
Miesages  had  one  of  12Jlb.  in  Irvine  House  water, 
Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  one  at  Todholes,  10|lb.,  and  in 
Langholm  water  Mr.  Weatherstone  caught  one  of 
81b.    Mr.  A.  Keen  killed  a  fine  salmon,  17|lb.,  in 
the  Willow  pool.    Mr.  Kirk  secured  two  salmon 
in   the   Cauldron  pool,   21|-lb.    and    17Jlb.  Mr. 
Workman  caught  a  fine  salmon  of  2Ulb.,  while  Mr. 
McLellan  and  party  killed  six  salmon  in  the  Cauldron 
and  Willow  pools  on  the  18th,  the  largest  being 
27|lb.,    the    heaviest   fish   caught   in   the  Esk 
during  the  season.    Most  of  the  fish  caught  during 
the  closing  weeks  of  the  season  ranged  between 
101b.  and  151b.    Major  Custerbadie  had  a  salmon 
of  21  lb.  in  the  Netherby  water.    Mr.  Milton  landed 
one  of  2olb.  and  Mr.  Hy.  Foster  one  of  181b.  in  ths 
same  water.    The  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr  had  one  of  151b. 
in  the  Double  water,   and  in  Upper  Liddle  Mr. 
J.  Elliot  had  a  nice  fish  of  16|lb. 

The  Solway  salmon  fisheries  belonging  to  the 
Burgh  of  Annan,  which  were  taken  on  lease  two 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Johnstone  Douglas,  of  Comlongon, 
at  a  rental  of  £404  per  annum,  were  relet  on 
October  18,  after  a  keen  competition  between  Mr. 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Clark,  of  Glasgow.  Mr.  Douglas 
secured  the  fishings  for  a  term  of  five  years  at  a 
rental  of  £300. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  very  hot  summer 
we  have  passed  through,  and  the  consequent 
scarcity  of  water  in  the  rivers  and  tributaries,  the 
season  has  come  out  fairly  well.  The  herling 
fishing  in  the  lower  waters  somewhat  compensated 
for  the  shortcomings  of  grilse  and  sea-trout,  one 
large  haul  at  a  fishing  numbering  129 ;  while 
several  anglers  in  the  Longtown  water  creeled 
over  100.  Poaching  has  been  rife  in  the  Solway 
Firth  during  the  last  few  weeks,  and  on  two  poachers 
being  apprehended  about  a  fortnight  ago,  an 
inspector  and  a  constable  were  attacked  by  the 
poachers,  and  were  severely  handled.  The  in- 
spector had  three  ribs  broken,  while  the  constable 
was  much  bruised  and  knocked  about.  Eventually 
three  more  constables  came  to  the  rescue,  and  the 
men  were  taken  to  Dumfries,  and  hberated  on  bail 
of  £20  each.  G. 


A  TEIP  TO  OSEA  ISLAND. 


For  those  in  search  of  a  pleasant  change  and 
rest,  I  would  recommend  a  trip  to  Osea  Island. 
Like  all  out-of-the-way  places  it  is  somewhat  diffi- 
cult to  get  at.  For  a  certain  period  of  the  year, 
when  the  tide  serves,  it  may  be  reached  by  the 
small  screw  river  steamer  Annie,  which  leaves  a 
landing-stage  at  Maldon  twice  daily  and  returns 
the  same  afternoon  or  evening,  but  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  miss  the  last  return  journey,  as  it 
would  be  most  unpleasant  for  the  ordinary  visitor 
to  walk  back  to  Maldon  at  low  tide. 

Those  who  like  extreme  quiet  will  revel  in  the 
solitude  of  this  island  to  the  full.  When  the  Anriie 
steams  up  to  the  tiny  pier-head  she  causes  a  little 
excitement,  for  when  she  passes  the  yachts  their 
occupants  appear  and  watch  the  passengers  landing. 
To  the  best  of  my  recollection,,  it  is  one  and  a  half 
miles  in  length,  about  three-quarters  in  breadth, 
and  to  judge  from  the  number  of  houses  to  be  seen, 
I  should  say  about  twenty-five  to  thirty  inhabitants. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


This  trip  can  only  be  made  a  success  by  taking 
one's  own  provender,  as  the  very  light  refreshment 
sold  on  board  is  scarcely  satisfying.  The  private 
yachts  at  anchor  here  are  away  with  the  first  breeze. 
Their  sails  are  spotlessly  white,  and  as  one  stands 
on  the  shingle  and  sees  about  a  dozsn  on  an 
expanse  of  comparatively  smooth  water  about  a 
mile  in  width,  the  sun  shining  full  upon  them, 
with  a  background  of  woodland  scenery,  it  is  an 
imposing  sight.  Wildfowl  shooting  is  excellent, 
and  the  fowler  must  be  fit  and  strong  who 
can  spend  a  week  or  a  fortnight  here,  and  his 
dogs  well  trained,  on  account  of  bogs,  mud  holes, 
dangerous  swamps,  drains,  etc.  There  is  sea  angling 
from  Osea  Pier  for  dabs  and  flounders,  with  shrimps 
for  bait ;  but  for  bass,  mullet,  whiting,  codling, 
and  various  other  sea  fish  the  angler  must  hire  a 
boat  at  Heybridge.  Baits:  Lugworms,  mussels, 
and  he  should  have  artificial  sand-eels  for  spinning. 
A  good  month  is  November.    Fresh-water  angling 
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in  twenty-five  minutes,  and  whether  heard  or  not 
would  not  be  repeated. 

The  fish  to  be  caught  at  Maldon  are  perch,  eels, 
a  few  bream,  roach,  dace,  tench,  and  pike.  I 
would  advise  the  angler  for  perch  to  u.se  a  light 
spinning  rod,  a  Sin.  Nottingham  centre-pin  reel, 
fine  but  strong  line,  and,  if  possible,  minnows 
for  baits ;  and  failing  these,  live  shrimps,  and  not 
fish  for  eels  with  rod  and  line,  unless  he  wants  to 
be  pestered  to  death.  I  caught  several  perch  from 
Jib.  to  fib.  with  worms.  Many  of  the  passengers  on 
the  return  journey  partook  of  the  light  refreshment 
provided,  and  slept  like  tops.  Those  who  intend  to 
try  Osea  Island  for  either  fishing  or  shooting 
should  be  sure  and  secure  rooms  at  Maldon  before- 
hand. Failing  this,  the  sea-angler  would  do  well 
to  book  rooms  at  the  Mill  Beach  Hotel,  Heybridge, 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  from  Maldon,  and  then 
hire  a  man  and  boat  at  the  hotel,  which  can  be  had 
at  a  very  low  figure  per  day ;  then  fish  the  waters 


can  be  had  at  Maldon.  The  free  water  begins  at 
Heybridge  Basin,  where  the  canal  is  locked  with 
double  gates  from  the  tidal  water.  The  distance 
from  Heybridge  Basin  to  Beeleigh  by  the  canal  is  | 
about  four  and  a  half  miles ;  from  Beeleigh  to 
Chelmsford  on  the  canal  towpath  is  about  fourteen 
miles,  and  quiet  all  the  way. 

One  often  hears  visitors  say,  "  If  this  is  the 
Chelmer,  where  is  the  Blackwater  ?  "  or,  "  If  this 
is  the  Blackwater,  where  is  the  Chelmer  ?  "  The 
Blackwater  and  Chelmer  as  they  approach  Witham 
draw  nearer  together,  closer  still  at  Langford,  and 
nearly  touch  at  Beeleigh  ;  and  while  the  Blackwater 
flows  through  private  ground  between  Langford 
and  Maldon.  and  is  difficult  for  the  visitor  to  trace,  i 
the  Chelmer  flows  into  the  dead  water  of  the 
Chelmer  Navigation  Canal,  then  over  the  falls  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  canal  to  Maldon,  where 
it  joins  the  Blackwater,  and  so  on  into  the  estuary. 
At  Beeleigh  the  Blackwater  is  conneUed  with  the 
canal  by  means  of  a  cutting  called  Langford  Cut, 
which  relieves  that  river  in  flood  time.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  floodgates  at  Beeleigh  Falls  to  guard 
against  floods  is  excellent.  There  are  three  other 
floodgates  at  these  falls,  which  are  only  opened 
when  the  falls  cannot  pass  the  surplus  water.  On 
these  occasions  the  canal  becomes  brimful,  the  ' 
water  rushes  down  the  falls  at  a  terrific  pace,  and 
it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  angler  will  do 
well  to  fish  below  the  falls  mentioned  above  from  a  | 
boat  or  the  bank,  according  to  the  state  of  the 
tide.  This  is  not  a  difficult  thing  to  find  out,  and 
it  may  save  much  valuable  time.  The  canal  being 
free,  and  nearly  always  at  the  same  level,  is  well 
patronised;  but  the  stream  above  the  falls  is 
strictly  preserved,  and  there  is  a  notice-board  up 
to  that  effect. 

The  path  around  the  top  of  the  bank  of  Osea  j 
Island  is  surrounded  with  marshes,  shrubs,  under-  [ 
growth,  and  stunted  trees,  and  is  intersected  with 
muddy  dykes  and  outlets,  but  on  the  south  side  j 
there  are  some  tall  elms.    The  only  sign  of  human  1 
life  at  this  spot  that  I  could  see  was  a  man 
bathing.    After  a  while,  a  long  shrill  whistle  was 
the  steamer's  warning  note  that  she  would  depart  ' 


he  thinks  best.  From  Mill  Beach  to  Osea  Island 
is  about  another  two  and  a  half  miles,  which  can 
only  be  reached  with  great  difficulty  on  foot.  B  y 
adopting  this  plan  he  could  row  to  the  island,  cast 
anchor,  and  return  with  the  tide.  As  previously 
mentioned,  for  bass,  mullet,  etc.,  the  best  month  is 
November.  A  Visitor. 


A  DAY  ON  AC  HAN  ALT. 


Loch  Achanalt,  which  nestles  under  the  frown- 
ing heights  of  ScmT-a-VouUn,  and  close  by  the 
West  Coast  Highland  Railway  line  in  Strathbran, 
in  Ross-shire,  possesses  so  mixed  a  reputation  that 
it  was  with  many  misgivings  that  on  an  early 
September  morning  the  writer  took  train  to  this 
lonely  spot,  and  found  himself  the  only  passenger 
alighting  at  the  wayside  station  named  after  the 
loch  itself. 

Some  two  miles  long  by  one  broad,  and  held  in  on 
the  south  and  east  by  the  broad  acres  of  Captain 
Combe,  of  Strathconon,  and  on  the  north  and  east 
by  the  lands  of  Sir  Arthur  Bignold,  M.P.,  of  Loch 
Rosque,  the  loch  and  its  surroundings  are  unpre- 
tentious enough,  and  possessed  of  no  local  know- 
lede  e  save  that  gleaned  from  the  station-master 
and  a  local  shoemaker.  There  was  nothing  for  it 
but  trust  to  luck. 

Ten  minutes'  walk  sufficed  to  bring  me  to  the 
loch  side,  and  in  a  very  short  time  I  had  donned 
my  waders  and  set  up  my  12ft.  greenheart.  Two 
hours'  slashing  brought  not  a  rise,  and  the  loneli- 
ness of  the  scene,  together  with  my  want  of  success, 
had  begun  to  weigh  someMhat  heavily  upon  my 
spirits,  when  I  was  startled  by  hearing  four  shots 
fired  in  rapid  succession  quite  close  to  the  shore  of 
the  loch.  One  of  the  gilhes  with  the  shooting 
party  came  within  hailing  distance,  and  pointed 
out  to  me  a  feeding  bank  some  hundred  yards  from 
the  shore,  which  he  characterised  as  '•  the  surest 
spot  on  the  loch  for  a  rise."  Thanking  him, 
quickly  waded  out,  expectancy  renewed,  and 
watching  every  movement  of  the  Watson's 
Wonder. 
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I  had  fished  for  fully  forty  minutes  without 
result,  when  out  from  a  small  bunch  of  reeds  and 
tangle  I  fancied  I  saw  the  water  break  slightly. 
Resting  a  minute — for  the  loch  holds  heavy  tish — 
I  brought  the  fly  near  the  spot,  when  a  dehghtful 
opening  of  the  waters  occurred,  and  my  first  fish 
was  hooked.  My  tackle  was  not  overstrong,  for 
the  waters  were  low  and  the  wind  comparatively 
calm.  The  trout  seemed  determined  to  regain 
the  reeds,  i while  I  was  quite  as  determined  he 
should  not.  For  quite  ten  minutes  the  struggle 
went  on.  So  far  I  had  not  seen  a  fin  of  the  tish, 
when  just  as  I  feared  he  would  get  among  the 
tangle  of  undergrowth  he  yielded  to  the  pressure, 
turned  his  head  and  made  straight  for  me.  I 
could  not  reel  in  quick  enough,  and  as  he  passed 
within  three  yards  of  where  I  stood,  I  for  the  first 
time  saw  that  I  had  a  monster  to  deal  with.  For 
five  minutes  more  the  battle  raged,  and  then  the  fish 


GOKDON  CASTLE  SALMON 
FISHEEY. 

The  salmon  fishery  at  Gordon  Oastle  ia,  perhaps, 
the  most  important  one  in  Scotland.  Situated  in  a  [ 
lovely  park  surrounded  by  fine  timber,  lawns,  and  i 
pleasure  gardens,  its  stately  appearance  is  most 
striking  from  every  side,  and  on  a  fishing  morning, 
when  the  castle  is  full  of  fishing  guests,  it  is,  perhaps, 
seen  at  its  best.  Motors  and  carriages  bringing  new 
arrivals  from  the  little  station  career  gaily  along  the 
well-kept  drives.  Gillies,  grooms,  and  attendants 
are  busy  in  the  yard  fitting  up  the  fishing  gear, 
business-looking  rods  of  various  builds — split  cane, 
greenheart,  and  some  dark  old  favourites  seemingly 
as  stiff  as  a  roach-pole  for  half  their  length,  with  an 
artful  limberness  in  the  remaining  part — said  to  be 
old  favourites  of  the  Duke's — are  ranged  side  by  side. 


furnished  with  a  boat,  which  enables  the  fisher  to 
fish  from  either  side  of  the  river,  and  if  it  is  a  wide 
pool  it  is  sometimes  convenient  to  fish  from  the  boat. 
When  the  last  carriage  has  departed  all  is  quiet, 
and  sometimes  the  ladies  of  the  house  may  be  seen 
taking  a  walk  in  the  lovely  gardens  or  strolling 
through  the  park  to  play  golf  or  shoot  rabbits 
(they  are  famous  shots),  or  the  Duke  himself,  after 
having  attended  to  the  requirements  of  his  guests — 
for  he  is  the  most  considerate  host,  and  such  a 
gathering  of  guests  on  such  occasions  must  entail 
an  enormous  amount  of  management — may  ba 
seen  wending  his  way  towards  the  river  with, 
perhaps,  one  of  his  daughters,  who  are  also  most 
keen  and  expert  salmon  fisheis.  Presently  the 
Duke  may  be  seen  on  some  favourite  and  difficult 
pool  with  a  gillie,  and  the  quaint-looking  old  rod 
which  we  had  noticed  in  the  yard  artfully  switching 
out  such  a  line,  which  generations  of  experience  has 


Plioto  by} 


CUMBEELAND  FOED  :  A  FAVOURITE  CaST  ON  THE  GOEDON  CaSTLE  WaTEE, 


[Ja.nes  Temple, 


showed  signs  of  yielding.  With  fear  and  trembling 
I  brought  out  the  landing-net  and  soon  had  him  in 
safe  custody.  I  had  no  way  of  testing  my  prize, 
but  I  mentally  put  him  down  at  61b.  He  was  a 
regular  speckled  beauty— his  great  sides  shining 
like  gold— and  certainly  in  all  my  angling  career  of 
over  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  the  finest  brown 
trout  I  had  ever  landed. 

I  waded  back  to  the  shore,  and  as  I  lunched  in 
full  view  of  the  fish  all  the  dull  forebodings  of  the 
past  three  hours  were  quite  forgotten,  and  I  was 
once  again  one  of  the  happiest  of  mortals.  My 
watch  told  me  that  I  had  only  another  hour  to  fish 
if  I  meant  to  reach  my  home  that  night,  and 
although  I  felt  that  I  would  gladly  walk  the  thirty- 
four  miles  that  separated  me  from  it  to  go 
through  the  same  experience  again,  I  pulled  myself 
together  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  had  a 
companion  of  about  4lb.  safely  beached. 

A.  R. 


A  big  fire  sheds  its  comfortable  warmth  around  in 
the  fishing  room,  which  opens  on  to  the  yard. 
Casts  and  carvings  of  monster  Spey  salmon  which 
have  been  slain  in  the  castle  waters  hang  round  the 
room  ;  waders,  brogues,  gaffs,  and  tackle,  carefully 
selected  for  fishing  the  particular  pools  they 
are  intended  for,  are  there  in  profusion.  Soon  the 
guests  have  breakfasted,  and  come  strolling  into 
the  fishing  room  ;  a  list  of  the  pools  and  those  who 
are  to  fish  them  has  been  carefully  thought  out 
and  arranged.  This  is  read  out,  and  each  guest 
with  his  attendant  knows  what  pools  he  has 
to  fish,  and  drives  off  with  his  rods  and  tackle, 
some  to  distant  pools  up  or  down  the  water, 
some  close  at  home,  everything  is  orderly  and 
precise.  Each  beat  is  furnished  with  a  comfort- 
able wooden  hut  where  the  fishers  may  retire  to 
lunch  or  to  shelter  from  storms.  They  are  divided 
into  two  compartments,  part  for  the  use  of  the 
guests  and  part  for  the  gillies.    Each  beat  is  also 


shown  no  other  can  do  as  well.  (The  Duke  and  his 
family  are  masters  of  the  Spey  cast.)  Tlie  con- 
venient little  town  of  Fochabers  is  close  to  the  castle 
gates,  and  comfortable  hotels  there  are  where 
visitors,  either  fishers  or  ollicrwise,  will  find  good 
accommodation.  The  views  and  scenes  are  plea- 
santly Enghsh-like,  though  the  dashing  Spey  is 
thoroughly  Scotch,  tearing  along,  the  unruly  jade 
will  not,  as  an  old  gillie  said,  "  keep  her  bed  " — this 
year  in  one  bed,  another  year  in  another.  Take 
the  road  to  Garmouth,  three  miles  over  Fochabers 
Bridge,  from  which  a  fine  view  up  or  do-«Ti  may  be 
had,  towards  Garmouth  it  is  specially  beautiful, 
and  you  will  be  sure  to  see  salmon  fishers 
casting  the  pools,  some  miles  away,  others  close  at 
hand.  Journey  on  till  you  come  to  the  Red  Kirk  ; 
this  is  the  part  of  the  Spey  where  Prince  Charlie 
crossed  with  Cumberland  closely  following  him. 
A  steep  bank  dips  down  to  the  water,  and  the  way 
the  Scottish  army  took  is  easily  discernible.  They 
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occupied  the  minister's  house  and  the  brow  of  the 
bank,  and  an  ardent  Jacobite  who  was  fishing  near 
Cumberland's  Ford  remarked,  "  Ah  !  if  the  Scots  had 
been  more  united  and  had  held  the  fine  position 
which  the  bank  affords,  perhaps  a  different  tale 
would  have  been  told,"  but  they  marched  on  in 
haste  on  the  approach  of  Cumberhxnd,  who  crossed 
without  being  opposed,  and  drank  up  all  the  beer 
which  had  been  specially  brewed  for  the  Scots  at 
the  Manse,  and  were  overtaken  at  CuUoden  Moor, 
where,  as  everybody  knows,  the  rebellion  ended. 
One  of  the  finest  views  in  the  district  may  be  got  here. 
The  Spey  in  several  streams  dashes  along  towards 
Tugnet  and  the  quaintest  of  little  Scotch  towns. 
King's  Town,  where,  it  will  be  remembered,  Charles 
the  Second  landed  and  signed  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant.  From  the  fine  suspension  railway 
bridge  which  spans  the  river  to  the  sea  are  some  of 
the  finest  pools  on  the  Spey,  and  when  stream  and 


j  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  The  last  east  is  made, 
and  he  hurries  out  and  across  the  field  and  into  the 
brake,  pulling  off  his  waders  as  they  rattle  along, 
and  picking  up  another  guest  or  two  from  the  pools 
on  the  way  ;  soon  they  arc  at  the  castle,  where  notes 
are  compared  and  fish  are  weighed,  amidst  a  general 
excitement  and  hurry  to  be  in  time  for  dinner 
_j  J.  T. 


ANGLEES'  CLUB  CASTING 
TOUENAMENT. 


All  things  considered,  the  fly  and  bait-casting 
tournament  held  on  Harlem  Mere,  in  Central  Park, 
New  York  City,  Friday  and  Saturday,  Oct.  12  and 
13,  was  one  of  the  most  successful  ones  held  in  the 
east  in  many  years.  It  was  the  first  annual 
tournament  of  the  Anglers'  Club  of  New  York. 


a  preliminary  and  a  finished  programme,  built  a 
platform  on  the  Mere,  made  an  accuracy  target 
and  a  measuring  line,  and  did  everything  they 
could  to  make  the  affair  a  success.  They  knew  it 
would  be  almost  impossible  for  anglers  to  coma 
from  a  distance,  because  October  is  a  busy  month 
in  a  rush  season,  but  it  was  then  or  not  at  all  this 
year,  and  they  went  ahead. 

The  success  of  the  affair  is  due  to  the  hard  work 
of  G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  chairman ;  Charles  W. 
Stepath  and  R.  J.  Held,  of  the  tournament  com- 
mittee, and  the  assistance  of  other  members  and 
anglers  who  helped  materially  in  many  ways.  The 
weather  was  very  favourable,  particularly  on  the 
second  day, 

Mr.  Mansfield  could  not  attend  the  tournament, 
but  the  next  day  after  Mr.  Enright  received  word 
of  the  dates,  he  got  a  few  rods  together,  packed 
his  bag  and  took  passage  for  New  York,  arriving 
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IJamts  Temple. 


tide  suit  big  takes  of  salmon  are  got.  There  it  was 
that  the  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  gi-eat  tussle  with 
a  wild  fish,  which  made  for  the  sea.  H.R.H.  had 
to  take  to  the  boat  to  follow,  and  had  much  ado  to 
prevent  being  capsized  in  some  very  rough  water 
which  he  had  to  go  through,  but  he  cams  up  with 
and  killed  his  fish.  In  the  evening  a  picturesque 
arrangement  in  the  shape  of  a  pony  and  man  go 
the  round  of  the  pools  collecting  the  fish  which  have 
b3en  caught.  Capacious  bags  hang  on  each  side 
of  the  pony,  into  which  the  fish  are  placed,  thereby 
siving  much  carrying,  sometimes  of  heavy  loads. 
The  long-distance  carriages  have  bsen  waiting 
round  sheltered  corners  for  the  man  whose  day  is 
never  long  enough,  and  does  not  care  a  hang  about 
the  dinner,  if  he  can  only  get  another  rise  while  the 
last  gleam  of  light  lasts  ;  but  the  coachman  can't 
stand  it  any  longer,  and  gesticulates  to  Sandy  the 
gaffer  that  his  horses  are  getting  cold.  This  is 
shouted  to  the  amphibious  being  up  to  his  armpits 


In  the  first  place,  this  club  was  organised  by  a 
few  anglers  less  than  a  year  ago ;  and  in  so  large 
a  city  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  a  place  where 
members  could  practise,  and  the  privilege  to 
use  the  pool,  on  the  west  side  of  the  park,  was 
obtained  but  a  short  time  ago,  so  that  the  members 
have  never  held  a  contest  among  themselves, 
and  they  practised  only  three  or  four  times  in 
all.  Less  than  a  month  ago  word  was  received 
by  members  that  John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell, 
Ireland,  who  held  the  record  for  fly-casting  with  a 
salmon  rod,  made  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  in  London, 
was  contemplating  a  visit  to  America,  and  it  was 
thought  that  Walter  D.  Mansfield,  who  holds  the 
record  in  this  country  for  trout  fly-casting,  could 
come  on  from  San  Francisco  to  attend  a  tourna- 
ment, if  one  could  be  arranged  during  Mr.  Enright's 
"^isit.  The  members  got  together  and  decided  on 
the  dates,  then  notified  both  these  gentlemen,  and 
scores  of  others,  hustled  round  for  prizes,  got  out 


on  Oct.  11.  He  was  met  at  the  pier  by  Mr 
LaBranche,  who  saw  him  comfortably  settled  at 
an  hotel.  Next  day  Mr.  Enright  was  at  the  Mere 
and  ready  for  practice.  That  day  he  broke  his 
own  record  of  147ft.  with  a  salmon  fly-rod 
20ft.  long,  scoring  152ft.  Mr.  Robert  B.  Law- 
rence, president  of  the  club,  established  a  new 
club  record  of  173ft.  with  .^oz.  weight  in  bait- 
casting.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Enright  broke  his  pre- 
vious record  for  salmon  fly-casting  with  a  14ft.  rod, 
scoring  126ft.,  and  Reuben  C.  Leonard  made  a  new 
record  for  the  east  with  bait -casting  rod  and 
^oz.  weight,  scoring  187ft.  This  cast,  as  well  as  all 
others,  was  made  on  the  water,  not  on  a  lawn  with 
a  dry  line,  and  there  was  not  only  no  wind  to 
assist,  but  the  light  was  failing,  as  the  time  was 
near  sunset.  Mr.  Lsonard's  cast  was  4ft.  2in. 
better  than  Abe  Rabbers'  calst  of  182ft.  lOin., 
made  on  the  grass  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  in  the 
tournament  held  there  last  August,  but  the  record 
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made  a  year  ago  by  E.  B.  Bartholomew,  at  Chicago 
— lOSft.  lOin.  on  the  grass — still  stands  for  distance. 

At  a  tournament  of  this  sort  there  are  always 
ten  or  more  highly-interested  spectators  for  every 
contestant,  but  they  come,  not  merely  to  look  on, 
but  to  learn,  and  the  benefit  they  derive  is 
important  in  the  gentle  art  of  angling.  Besides 
learning  how  the  casting  is  done,  they  pick  up  all 
sorts  of  information  valuable  to  them  in  fishing  or 
practice-casting,  and  are  eager  to  know  what  make 
and  kind  of  rod,  reel,  line,  etc.,  the  successful 
contestants  use,  and  all  the  little  wrinkles  the  latter 
take  advantage  of  to  make  themselves  more  pro- 
ficient. At  this  tournament  there  were  scores  of 
such  men,  who  would  not  cast  in  public  for  a 
fortune,  but  M'ho  picked  up  no  little  information 
for  future  use.  The  daily  Press  had  a  number  of 
reporters  on  hand,  and  the  illustrated  magazines 
sent  their  best  men,  and  these  were  banging  away 
half  the  time  both  days  with  big  reflecting  cameras 
and  fast  shutters,  but  they  all  admitted  that 
catching  a  split  bamboo  rod  in  motion  was  pretty 
difficult.  Under  Mr.  Stepath's  direction  the  casting 
platform  was  set  about  sixty  feet  from  shore,  with 
a  walk  from  it  to  a  second  platform  nearer  shore. 
This  latter  platform  was  crowded  with  anglers  all 
the  time,  and  why  it  did  not  go  do^vn  with  the  weight 
was  a  mystery.  As  it  was  the  police  kept  every 
person  away  who  had  no  special  interest  in  the  tour- 
nament^ but  this  was  not  an  easy  thing  to  do. 
Occasionally  a  member  would  attempt  to  dis- 
tribute programmes  among  those  in  the  crowd  who 
were  interested,  but  he  was  instantly  mobbed  and 
the  police  had  to  help  him  out  of  the  tangle.  On 
Saturday  afternoon  the  lakeside  presented  a  pretty 
sight  with  all  the  varied  colours  of  the  spectators' 
garb,  backed  by  the  green  trees  and  grass,  and  all 
reflected  in  the  calm  water  of  the  Mere. 

Uncle  John  Waddell,  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Fly 
and  Bait  Casting  Club,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was 
present,  and  he  did  everything  he  could  to  assist 
new  men  at  this  game,  offering  advice,  pointing 
out  their  faailts,  and  giving  them  the  benefit  of 
his  long  experience,  all  of  which  was  very  highly 
appreciated . 

In  the  fly-casting  contests  split-bamboo  rods 
only  (with  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  Enright's 
rods)  were  used,  the  preference  being  for  six- 
strip  rods.  In  the  bait-casting  nearly  all  of  the 
rods  were  split-bamboo,  the  exceptions  being  one 
bethabara  and  two  or  three  lancewood.  In  length 
these  rods  varied  from  5|ft.  to  62ft.,  with  two 
imder  the  former  length.  The  preference  was 
given  to  a  trifle  longer  and  more  pliable  rods  in 
the  accuracy  event.  All  of  the  reels  used  were 
quadruple  multipliers  of  the  free-running  type, 
differing  from  service  fishing  reels  only  in  that 
most  of  them  were  smaller  and  with  longer  spools 
and  shorter  handles.  By  "  free-running  "  it  must 
not  be  understood  that  free  spool  reels  were  used, 
for  all  were  alike  in  mechanism  to  the  ordin'ary 
fishing  reel,  in  that  the  gears  were  always  in  mesh. 

The  lines  were  the  smallest  obtainable — much 
smaller  than  "H"  lines,  although  the  sizes  varied 
slightly. 

The  line  used  for  measuring  the  casts  was 
twisted  galvanised  wire  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter.  When  it  was  in  position  the  first  mark, 
a  red  float  with  a  numbered  disc  surmounting  it, 
appeared  at  50ft.  At  GOft.,  70ft.,  and  every  10ft. 
up  to  220ft.  there  was  a  similar  red  float,  while 
every  fifth  foot  was  marked  by  a  blue  float,  and 
every  foot  between  the  others  with  small  white 
floats.  The  marks  were  verified  time  after  time, 
both  ashore  and  afloat,  with  a  steel  tape^  The 
line  gave  satisfaction. 

The  accuracy  contests  were  cast  at  a  target 
that  was  designed  by  Mr.  LaBranche,  and  he  had 
good  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  success.  It  was 
made  in  segments,  the  four  being  bolted  together 
when  ready  for  use.  The  outer  rim  is  triangular 
in  its  cross  section,  the  flat  surface  being  on 
top.  It  is  watertight.  One  foot  within  this  rirn 
there  is  a  circlet  of  iron  pipe,  another  one  a 
foot  nearer  the  centre,  and  a  third  one  encircling 
the  bullseye.  The  buUseye  is  an  iron  cylinder 
Sin.  in  diameter.  Each  segment  is  complete 
in  itself,  for  convenience  in  storing  and  hand- 
ling, and  the  can  fits  the  centre.  This  bullseye 
is  painted  white  and  floats  6in.  above  the 
surface  of  the  water.  All  the  rest  of  the  target  is 
painted  dark  green,  and  when  in  the  water  it 
resembles  a  large  waggon  wheel  with  four  spokes 
and  a  large  hub.  Only  the  bullseye  is  visible 
when  it  is  properly  weighted,  although  during  the 


tournament  the  marking  circlets  were  flush  with 
the  surface,  and  could  be  dimly  seen.  In  use  its 
advantages  are  that  no  matter  where  one's  weight 
falls,  it  drops  through  the  target,  and  the  judges 
can  see  exactly  its  location,  for  the  circlets  hold  the 
line  without  injuring  it,  and  the  weight  cannot 
skip  or  bound  nearer  the  bullseye — or  further  away 
from  it — after  it  touches  the  water.  In  scoring, 
hitting  the  bullseye  counts  perfect ;  within  tlie 
inner  circle  counts  1  demerit ;  the  second  circlet,  2  ; 
the  third,  3  ;  and  the  outer  rim,  4 ;  outside  the 
target,  the  distance  must  be  estimated  by  the 
judges. 

First  Day,  Oct.  12. 
The  initial  event  of  the  tournament  was  ^oz. 
single-hand  bait-casting  for  distance,  open  to 
novices  who  had  never  cast  over  100ft.  in  any  con- 
test of  this  sort,  and  as  only  five  of  those  jiresent 
came  within  this  class,  the  entries  were  limited 
to  that  number.  Lots  were  drawn  and  Dr. 
Held  led  off,  following  his  preliminary  casts 
with  two  backlashes,  but  on  his  fourth  cast 
he  scored  131ft.  6in.  His  next  cast,  however,  was 
spoiled  by  his  line  overrunning.  John  L.  Kirk 
cast  evenly,  and  retired  with  129ft.  to  his  credit. 
Perry  D.  Frazer  took  one  preliminary  cast,  follow- 
ing it  with  139ft.  His  line  overran  in  the  fourth 
cast,  but  he  finished  with  141ft.  Gin.  Charles 
Stepath  made  his  longest  cast  on  his  second  trial, 
139ft.  Robert  B.  Lawrence's  first  cast  was  the 
best  made  so  far,  149ft.,  but  he  made  159ft.  on  his 
fourth  trial,  and  followed  this  with  173ft.,  winning 
first  place  and  establishing  a  new  record  for  the 
club  in  this  style  of  casting.  Everybody  was 
pleased  that  the  club's  president  should  set  so 
good  an  example  as  this,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  not 
only  kept  the  weight  he  won  with,  but  marked  the  : 


1 

R.  C.  Leonard   7 

G.  M.  L.  LaBranche  0 

C.  G.  Levison    2 

Charles  Stepath    7 

John  Waddell   3 

M.  H.  Smith    2 

P.  D.  Frazer   2 

Louis  Darling    3 

R.  J.  Held   4 


distance  on  it,  and  carries  it  for  a  pocket  piece. 
The  scores,  in  feet  and  inches :  — 

1st  2nd  3rd    4th     5th  Best 

Cast.  Cast.  Cast.  Cast.  Cast.  Cast. 

R.  B.  Lawrence  149  143  109     159  173  173 

Perry  D.  Frazer  139  120  134  6    90  141  6  141  6 

Charles  Stepath  134  139  134  6  108  109  139 

R.  J.  Held    80  40  127     131  6    96  131  6 

John  L.  Kirk  ...  129  114  107     115  115  129 

Messrs.  Lawrence,  Frazer,  and  Stepath  won  the 
club  trophies. 

The  prizes  for  high  average  were  three,  all  fishing 
tackle,  and  wei'e  won  as  follows: — Lawrence,  146fft., 
first ;  Frazer,  125ft.,  second ;  Stepath,  124i,  third. 

Mr.  John  Enright  was  then  given  the  use  of 
the  casting  platform  in  order  that  he  might  limber 
up  after  his  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  and  he 
delighted  the  anglers  and  the  large  crowd  of 
spectators  as  well  with  the  prettiest  exhibition 
of  salmon  fly-casting  any  of  them  had  ever  seen. 
Mr.  Enright  uses  greenheart  rods  of  his  ovm 
make,  and  these  are  not  jointed  with  ferrules, 
but  the  separate  pieces  are  bevelled,  and  when 
joined  are  whipped  with  cord  and  wound  with 
tape,  making  a  three-piece  rod  practically  one 
piece — in  short,  a  Castleconnell  rod.  His  heaviest 
rod  is  20ft.  long,  and  weighs  over  31b.  (Mr. 
Enright  said  he  did  not  know  its  weight), 
while  the  14ft.  rod  is  not  more  than  half  as 
heavy.  He  is  of  medium  stature,  but  hard  as 
nails,  his  arms  especially  being  as  knotty  as  those 
of  a  wrestler.  Still,  he  handled  the  big  rod  and 
an  unusually  heavy  line  as  though  they  were  play- 
things, although  he  admitted,  after  practising  for 
forty  minutes,  that  he  was  ready  for  a  hearty 
meal. 

Mr.  Enright's  record  in  salmon  fly-casting  is 
147ft.,  made  in  public  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in 
London,  three  years  ago.  And  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed to  the  members  of  the  Anglers'  Club  a 
wish  to  try  to  beat  this  record — which  had  never 


been  beaten — ho  was  invited  to  try  for  a  new 
record.  This  ho  did  immediately  after  luncheon. 
The  measuring  line  was  gone  over  for  the  second 
time  with  a  steel  tape  of  Government  standard 
and  found  to  be  correctly  set  and  marked.  The  sun 
was  bright,  but  liglit  clouds  obscured  it  slightly  at 
times.  The  wind,  which  was  from  the  north-west, 
eddied  about  and  swept  across  the  lake  in  little  cats- 
paws,  now  from  the  north-east,  then  west  or  north- 
west, alternating  with  calms,  making  it  difficult  to 
cast  smoothly.  Mr.  Enright  tiled  a  few  casts,  and 
when  ready  was  timed,  his  furthest  cast  in  ten 
minutes  breaking  his  record  by  5ft.,  or  152ft.  flat. 
He  was  given  an  ovation,  Avhich  he  acknowledged 
very  modestly.  His  average  casting  was  very  close 
to  the  50-yard  mark,  and  he  came  off  the  platform 
apparently  as  fresh  as  when  he  began  the  long 
ordeal — for  it  was  an  ordeal  to  handle  that  heavy 
rod  for  ten  minutes  straight,  after  an  equal  length 
of  time  given  to  practice. 

The  long  distance  salmon  fly-casting  event  was 
postponed  for  the  day  and  Event  3  started.  This 
was  open  to  all,  half-ounce  bait  casting  for 
accuracy,  five  casts  at  each  distance,  60ft.,  80ft., 
and  100ft.,  with  no  preliminary  casts.  The  prizes 
were  three  trophies  for  the  highest  percentages, 
and  tliree  tackle  prizes  for  the  most  perfect  casts. 
In  the  first  round,  at  COft.,  C.  G.  liCvison  was 
high  with  only  seven  demerits,  and  Uncle  John 
Waddell,  of  Grand  Rapids,  was  second  with  eleven. 
At  80ft.  Reuben  Leonard  was  high  with  eleven, 
and  he  was  the  winner  of  the  100ft.  round,  with 
a  grand  total  of  only  thirty-five  demerits  and  a 
percentage  of  97  10-15.  Mr.  LaBranche  was 
second.  In  scoring,  the  sum  total  of  the  demerits 
is  divided  by  15,  and  the  result  deducted  from  100, 
giving  the  accuracy  per  cent.    The  scores  follow: 


Mr.  Leonard  also  won  a  choice  of  two  fine  reels 
prizes  for  the  greatest  number  of  buUseyes,  and 
LaBranche,  Levison,  Stepath,  and  Waddell  tied 
for  second  and  third  prizes. 

Afterward,  to  save  time,  lots  were  drawn  by 
those  tied  for  buUseyes,  and  Mr.  Waddell  won 
first  choice.  Mr.  Leonard  chose  one  of  the  two 
prize  reels,  and  Mr.  Waddell  took  the  other 
one. 

Second  Day,"  Oct.  13. 

The  weather  conditions  1  showed  improvement 
on  Saturday  morning.  The  wind  came  from  the 
south-east,  verj'-  light,  the  sky  was  sUghtly  over- 
cast at  times,  and  the  air  was  balmy.  Long  before 
the  arrival  of  the  members  of  the  tournament 
committee  a  large  crowd  gathered  and  lined  the 
edge  of  the  Mere  for  two  hundred  yards,  grow- 
ing in  size  steadily  as  the  day  wore  on,  until  in 
the  afternoon  the  squad  of  police  on  duty  had 
difficulty  in  restraining  the  more  eager  ones.  In 
the  afternoon  there  was  a  noticeable  change  in 
the  character  of  the  crowd,  for  at  that  time  every 
man  interested  in  angling  who  could  attend  was 
there  watching  every  cast  and  commenting  in- 
telligently with  his  friends.  In  order  to  keep 
the  small  boys  from  crowding  each  other  into 
the  lake,  the  police  formed  a  fence  of  park 
benches,  outside  which  only  those  directly  in- 
terested in  the  tournament  could  walk,  and  in 
this  way  smoothed  the  way  for  visitors  who  were 
not  there  out  of  idle  curiosity. 

The  first  event  called  was  No.  4,  trout  fly-casting 
for  distance,  without  restrictions  on  rod  or  leader, 
but  open  only  to  those  who  had  never  cast  more 
than  75ft.  in  any  similar  contest.  The  judges  were 
Thomas  D.  Whistler  and  Perry  D.  Frazer,  with 
Gonzalo  Poey  as  referee.  Charles  Stepath  was 
first  to  cast,  and  he,  as  well  as  others  who  followed 
him,  was  handicapped  by 'the  wind,  which  eddied 
around  the  trees  and  cut  down  the  casts.  His  best 
cast  in  ten  minutes  was  82ft.,  high  score  for  the 
event.    G.  M.  L.  LaBranche  came  within  Gin,  of 
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his  best  score,  but  could  not  beat  him.  The  score, 
in  feet  and  inches: — 

Distance.  Best  three  Casts. 

Charles  Stepath                82      ...  79  6  80  6  82 

G.  M.  L.  LaBranche  ...    81  6    ...  81  6  79  6    78  6 

R.  J.  Held                       77  6    ...  77  6  75  74 

Milton  H.  Smith             60  6  60  6  60  59 

Besides  the  three  cups  taken  by  the  winners, 
there  were  prizes  of  fishing  tackle  for  the  best 
two  averages,  and  these  were  won,  Stepath,  first ; 
LaBlanche,  second. 

The  wind  had  grown  lighter  when  Event  5  was 
called,  shortly  before  noon.  This  was  trout  fly- 
casting  for  distance,  with  no  restrictions  on  rod  or 
leader.  Reuben  Leonard  won  easily,  with  105ft. 
for  his  longest  cast,  and  he  was  also  high  for  best 
three  casts.  Louis  Darling  was  second  and  King 
Smith  third,  while  Leonard  and  Darling  took  the 
merchandise  prizes  for  best  casts.  The  judges  were 
E.  H.  Meyers  and  R.  B.  Lawrence ;  referee,  J.  H. 
Cruickshank.    The  scores,  in  feet  and  inches  : 


R.  ^.  Leonard   

Distance. 

Best 

three  Casts. 

105 

105 

104 

104 

Louis  Darling   

96 

96 

94 

6 

92 

93 

6  ... 

93  6 

93 

91 

E.  J.  Mills   

88 

6  ... 

88  6 

87 

87 

N.  S.  Smith   

87 

87 

82 

81 

R.  F.  Cruickshank 

85 

85 

83 

6 

79 

John  Waddell 

85 

85 

80 

79 

G.  M.  L.  LaBranche 

77 

77 

72 

71 

Charles  Stepath  ... 

72 

6  ... 

72  6 

71 

70 

The  casting  so  far  on  Saturday  was  done 
toward  the  south  instead  of  toward  the  north, 
as  on  the  first  day.  After  noon,  however,  the 
measuring  line  was  towed  back  on  the  north  side 
of  the  platform,  and  all  of  the  casting  was  done 
there  during  the  afternoon,  as  the  light  was 
better,  and  the  contestants  had  the  benefit  of  the 
wind.  This,  however,  aided  them  not  at  all,  as 
the  wind  fell  flat  before  noon,  and  the  closing 
hours  were  ideal,  for  at  no  time  was  the  sun 
obscured  more  than  for  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
by  very  light  clouds.  A  few  of  the  contestants 
went  away  for  luncheon,  but  most  of  them 
remained,  depending  on  sandwiches,  loth  to  miss 
any  part  of  the  fun.  Shortly  after  noon  Mr. 
Enright  was  given  the  platform.  He  had  announced 
his  wish  to  try  to  break  his  own  previous  record 
with  a  14ft.  greenheart  rod,  and  in  the  ten  minutes 
allowed  him  for  the  trial,  he  did  break  it,  scoring 
126ft.'  This  pleased  the  crowd,  and  three  hearty 
cheers  were  sent  up. 

Then  followed  Event  2,  postponed  from  Friday. 
It  was  open  to  all,  salmon  fly-casting  for  distance, 
rods  restricted  to  18ft.  Unfortunately,  Mr. 
Enright's  rod  measured  more  than  18ft.,  and 
although  he  cast  further  than  anyone  else,  he 
could  not  win  a  prize,  although  all  of  the  con- 
testants agreed  to  waive  their  right  to  object  to 
his  rod.  Mr.  Enright,  however,  wished  to  abide  by 
the  committee's  rules,  and  Mr.  Leonard  took  first 
prize,  with  E.  J.  Mills  second.  Mr.  LaBranche 
was  too  tired,  after  the  strenuous  work  put  upon 
him.  to  handle  Mr,  Enright's  14ft.  rod,  which  he 
used  on  Mr.  Ehright's  invitation,  as  successfully  as 
he  might  have  done  at  another  time,  but  his 
average  was  good.  He  had  never  before  used  a 
rod  of  that  length  and  weight.  The  scores,  in  feet 
and  inches : 

Distance.        Best  three  Casts. 


R.  C.  Leonard    137     ...  137  135  129 

E-  J.  Mills   125     ...  125  124  122 

G.  M.  L.  LaBranche  84     ...  84  83  83 

John  Enright    I48  6  ...  I48  6  148  146 


Messrs.  Leonard,  Mills,  and  LaBranche  won  the 
three  trophies,  and  Leonard  and  Mills  took  the 
merchandise  prizes  for  the  three  best  casts  The 
judges  were  E.  H.  Meyers  and  H.  B.  luckier,  with 
C.  G.  Levison  as  referee. 

James  D.  Smith  and  V.  R.  Grimwood  judged 
the  last  event,  No.  6,  and  Gonzalo  Poey  was 
referee.  This  called  for  single-hand  bait-casting  for 
distance,  and  was  open  to  all.  Every  contestant 
was  requu-ed  to  cast  with  a  half-ounce  weight, 
overhead,  five  times  consecutively,  his  longest 
cast  to  count  for  one  of  the  cups,  and  his  aver- 
age to  count  for  merchandise  prizes.  He  could 
take  not  more  than  three  preliminary  casts,  but 
most  of  them  took  only  one  or  two.  Reuben 
Leonard  won  first  prize  with  187ft.,  establish- 
ing a  new  record  for  the  east,  and  beating  the 


highest  score  made  at  the  Kalamazoo  tournament 
last  August  (182ft.  lOin.,  made  by  Abe  Rabbers). 
His  average,  however,  was  176ft.,  while  Mr. 
Rabbers'  averaged  177  45-60ft.  R.  J.  Held  was 
second  with  160ft.,  winning  second  cup  and  second 
merchandise  prize,  while  Charles  Stepath  won 
third  cup.    The  scores,  in  feet  and  inches: — 


Casts 

Best 

R.  C.  Leonard 

1st  2nd 

3rrt 

4th 

5th 

Cast. 

Average 

159  175 

173 

187 

186 

187 

176 

R.  J.  Held 

145  95 

157 

160 

155 

160 

142 

Cha».W.  Stepath 

129  126 

157 

120 

125 

157 

131 

1 

-5 

G.M.LaBrancho 

129  153 

99 

146 

80 

153 

121 

1 

-5 

Robt. B.Lawrence  40  150 

95 

130 

135 

150 

110 

E.  J.  Mills 

124  139 

85 

95 

148 

148 

118 

1- 

5 

Louis  Darling ... 

133  105 

130 

125 

142 

142 

127 

Milton  H.  Smith 

116  138 

137 

138 

133 

138 

132 

2 

5 

Perry  D.  Frazer 

119  128 

117 

119 

132 

132 

123 

C.  G.  Levison . . . 

130  90 

95 

124 

w 
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FISH  CULTUKE. 


THE  MIDLAND  COUNTIES  FISHERY. 


Me.  Walter  Baily.  proprietor  of  the  Midland 
Counties  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  sends  us  the 
twenty-third  annual  price  list  and  prospectus  of 
his  fishery.  The  large  size  of  many  of  the  rearing 
ponds  enable  the  fish  to  obtain  a  considerable 
quantity  of  natural  food,  much  to  their  benefit. 
No  horseflesh  is  used  at  the  Midland  Counties 
Fishery. 

In  addition  to  the  different  varieties  of  trout 
reared,  there  will  be  several  thousands  of  two-year- 
old  pond  bred  perch  for  disposal  this  winter.  The 
fishery  has  always  made  a  speciality  of  natural 
foods  —  water  snails  of  various  kinds,  water 
shrimps,  and  the  smaller  water  creatures,  daphnia, 
cypris,  cyclops,  etc.,  commonly  called  water  fleas, 
and  also  of  the  various  aquatic  plants  so  valuable 
for  fish  culture. 

Since  last  season  a  new  artificial  fish  food  has 
been  introduced  by  them  under  the  name  of  "  Special 
Trout  Food  "  ;  it  is  the  result  of  experiments  carried 
on  for  many  years,  and  is  a  distinct  advance  on 
most  of  the  fish  foods  hitherto  supplied,  and  it  is 
beheved  will  be  found  valuable  where  the  natural 
food  supply  is  deficient,  or  where  it  is  desired  to 
stock  water  very  heavily. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Baily  is  taking  another 
fish  farm,  and  has  secured  a  most  suitable  place  on 
the  Cotswolds,  where  he  will  have  a  fine  water 
supply,  and  be  able  largely  to  increase  his  stock  of 
fish  for  sale. 


CONCEKNING  EOACH. 

While  a  shoal  of  roach  is  on  the  prowl  many 
take  any  food  they  may  discover,  naturally  that 
suspended  in  the  water  at  once,  occasionally  stopping 
for  a  moment  or  so  to  take  food  off  the  ground, 
but  never  remaining  long  in  one  place.  A  quantity 
of  ground- bait  lying  on  the  bottom  is  not  at  all 
likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  roach  in  still 
waters  ;  it  probably  would  if  there  were  a  stream — 
the  action  of  the  current  would  loosen  the  particles 
of  ground-bait,  scatter  them,  and  thus  attract  the 
fish.  In  stiU  waters  there  is  no  such  useful  factor. 
If  balls  of  ground-bait  are  used,  the  water  in  time 
wiU  percolate  to  the  centre  of  the  balls,  cause 
them  to  fall  apart,  form  a  sediment,  and  in  time 
foul  the  water.  When  fishing  in  a  very  gentle 
stream,  what  one  has  to  do  is  to  simulate  the  effect 
of  it  on  the  ground-bait,  and  present  it,  as  well  as 
the  hook-bait,  to  the  fish  as  naturally  as  possible, 
and  in  such  a  manner  that  both  will  attract  their 
attention  and  tempt  them  to  feed.  For  a  long 
period  many  of  the  most  successful  Sheffield  anglers 
have  based  their  style  of  ground- baiting  on  this 
idea,  and  the  waters,  for  the  most  part,  in  which 
they  fish  being  still,  or  nearly  still,  light  ground- 
bait  has  plenty  of  time  to  reach  the  bottom  ere 
it  has  floated  beyond  the  limits  of  one's  swim. 
Therefore,  it  does  not  much  matter  how  long  it 
takes  in  sinking  ;  for  several  reasons,  the  longer  it 
takes  the  better.  In  still  waters  the  ground- bait 
should  be  scattered  around  one's  float  from  time 
to  time,  and,  if  properly  prepared,  takes  a  con- 
siderable period  to  sink,  disperses  as  it  does  so, 
and  induces  the  fish  to  feed.  Of  course,  as  one  cannot 
well  know  just  when  a  shoal  of  roach  is  passing, 
a  very  little  ground-bait  should  be  cast  in  frequently. 


Tackle. — Let  the  entire  tackle  be  as  fine  a.s  pos- 
sible, always  bearing  in  mind  one  is  roach  fishing. 
Many  anglers  utterly  spoil  their  chance  of  sport, 
when,  after  losing,  say,  a  31b.  bream,  they  replace 
the  lost  roach  tackle  with  a  lino  quite  strong  enough 
for  barbel  fishing.  Quite  recently  I  lost  three 
lines  in  succession,  but  still  persisted  in  using 
similar  tackle,  and  had  capital  sport.  A  line  of 
4x  gut,  with  the  hook  length  slightly  finer,  a  No.  12 
or  13  Crystal  hook,  according  to  bait  used,  and  a 
tiny  quill  float  carrying  only  one  or  at  the  most 
two  small  shots,  fixed  at  least  15in.  from  the  hook, 
will  answer  admirably. 

The  Rod. — I  would  advise  all  and  sundry  to  use 
an  ordinary  London  or  Lea  roach-pole  for  roach 
fishing  in  still  waters.  A  roach  can  be  hooked  and 
landed  far  quicker  and  more  easily  than  with,  say, 
a  9ft.  6in.  Sheffield  rod  and  running  tackle. 

Method. — The  method  to  follow  is,  of  course, 
that  known  in  anglers'  parlance  as  "  swimming  " — 
that  is,  fishing  with  the  float  so  adju.sted  that  the 
bait  does  not  touch  the  ground.  When  plumbing 
the  depth  one  should  be  careful  and  observe 
ft'hether  one's  swim  is  foul  or  otherwise.  If  the 
former,  so  adjust  the  float  that  the  bait  will  be 
between  2in.  and  4in.  above  the  top  of  the  debris. 
At  any  rate,  endeavour  to  find  for  certain  at  what 
depth  the  fish  are.  This  is  important,  because  it  is 
quite  useless  to  have  the  bait  2in.  off  the  bottom 
if  the  fish  are  in  mid-water.  Personally,  when  roach 
fishing  in  the  Lea  Oana],  I  always  fish  Sin.  or  4in. 
off  the  ground  at  first,  and  if  I  do  not  succeed,  I 
lower  the  float  until  it  is  a  foot  off,  and  so  continue 
altering  it  until  the  bait  is  about  mid-water.  If 
I  still  fail,  I  try  about  only  |in.  off  the  ground, 
and  by  adopting  these  tactics  one  is  almost  certain 
to  succeed. 

Wind. — This  is  another  factor  that  has  to  be 
considered  when  roach  fishing.  A  cold  wind  is 
bad,  but  on  a  calm  day  I  have  noticed  that  I  have 
not  caught  nearly  so  many  roach  as  I  have  on  a 
windy  one.  The  ripples  on  the  -water  agitate  the 
bait,  cause  it  to  move  up  and  down,  and  they  hide 
one's  movements  from  the  fish  ;  and  this  is  another 
good  reason  why  a  slightly  %yindy  day  should  prove 
better  for  roach  fishing  than  a  perfectly  calm  one. 

Baits. — Wheat  is  the  summer  bait  for  the  Lea. 
One  could  hardly  wish  for  or  find  a  better  one 
than  stewed  wheat,  both  red  and  white.  Swimming 
a  single  grain  on  light  tackle  and  a  very  small  hook 
is  quite  the  best  form  in  which  to  use  this  most 
kilhng  lure  ;  and  if  a  small  portion  of  ground-bait 
the  size  of  a  threepenny-bit,  and  only  shghtly 
thicker,  is  pinched  on  the  gut  just  above  the 
grain  of  wheat,  and  is  allowed  to  sink  slowly 
and  naturally,  it  will  often  circumvent  large 
roach,  even  when  they  appear  to  be  "  dead  off." 
Very  small  cubes  of  bread-crust  are  almost  as 
killing  in  the  Lea  as  wheat.  On  various  occasions, 
late  in  the  evening,  I  have  caught  splendid  roach 
with  this  bait ;  and  these  are  the  only  two  lures 
with  which  I  am  acquainted  which  fry  do  not 
prefer.  To  many  the  hooks  I  have  recommended 
will  appear  somewhat  small,  but  they  are  by  far 
the  best  to  use  with  this  fine  tackle.  In  my  humble 
opinion,  they  are  vastly  superior  both  in  hooking 
and  holding  power  to  the  "  Bow "  bent  hooks 
(that  is,  the  well-known  short-shanked,  round-bent 
hooks)  so  much  used  by  anglers,  as  owing  to  the 
extra  length  of  the  shank  of  a  Crystal  hook  the  angle 
of  pull  is  practically  impaired.  I  should  say  that 
the  hooking  and  holding  power  of  a  good  Crystal 
hook  is  quite  eighty  per  cent,  better  than  the 
short-shanked  "  Bow  "  bent.  W.  N.  J.  M. 


"  Baily  "  foe  Novembee. — In  Baily's  Magazine 
of  Sports  and  Pastimes,  hunting  topics  are  con- 
spicuous this  month,  as  beseems  a  sporting 
magazine  in  November.  A  sketch  of  Oaptain 
Barclay  of  Ury,  widely  famed  for  his  walking 
achievements,  arrests  our  notice ;  the  writer  shows 
that  Captain  Barclay  in  his  time  was  a  famous  all- 
round  sportsman.  Mr.  Cameron  writes  a  capital 
paper  on  the  "  Caravan  for  Sportsmen,"  and  cites  , 
various  examples  of  the  great  utihty  of  this  con- 
veyance-dwelling to  angler,  shot,  and  otter  hunter 
which  have  come  under  his  own  notice.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Buchanan  writes  on  "Cricket  Reform,"  entering  a 
plea  for  higher  and  wider  wickets,  and  pitches  less 
artificial ;  he  pleads,  in  fact,  for  the  bowler.  Mr. 
C.  E.  Benson  contributes  a  brightly-written  paper 
on  salmon  fishing  in  "  A  Day  on  the  North  Tyne  "  ; 
and  "  A  Dry  Fly  Purist  "•  has  some^  interesting 
notes. 

[2] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Jteports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
rollowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
.{iven  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 


AddJ*"         "   Putney.  ahhJ"5   .i  Richmond. 

)45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  •*"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
(50    „     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridgb. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

  3.13 

  3.29   

  3.44 

  4.  0   

„  6 

  4.31   

  4.47 

7   

  5.  5   

8   

  5.46   

  6.  9 

9  ... 

  6.34   

7 

Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Fiiday, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. —  The  river  has 
been  coloured  by  the  rain,  and  better  sport  is 
anticipated.  Roach  fishing  has  considerably  im- 
proved, and  fish  over  l^lb.  in  weight  have  been  had 
at  various  stations.  The  tideway  has  been  yielding 
good  results,  and  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  at 
Marlow  and  Henlev.  Pike  fishing  should  give  better 
results,though  frosty  weather  would  improvematters. 
The  Lower  River  Committee  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy report  that  they  have  given  permission  to 
Mr.  H.  O.  O'Hagan  to  place  a  9-inch  pipe  in  the 
Thames  at  his  premises  at  Hampton  Court  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  water  from  the  river  to  his  fish 
pond,  on  condition  that  the  pipe  be  fitted  with  a 
sluice,  which  shall  be  closed  at  any  time  when  re- 
quired by  the  Conservators,  or  when  necessity  may 
arise ;  the  work  to  be  carried  out  and  maintained 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Conservators  under  the 
inspection  of  their  engineer,  and  to  remain  at  a 
rental  of  £1  per  annum.  Mr.  O'Hagan  is  a  true 
sportsman  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  Thames  from  an  angling  point  of  view  and  is 
a  good  subscriber  to  the  funds  of  the  T.A.P.S. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  heavy  rains  have 
again  greatly  improved  the  condition  of  the  river ; 
there  is  now  a  good  stream  running,  and  there  is  a 
bit  of  colour  in  the  water.  Some  fairly  good  bags 
of  roach  have  been  caught,  and  jack  up  to  4^1b. 
have  been  caught  by  anglers  while  spinning.  The 
prospects  for  the  week-end  anglers  are  again 
promising. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Richmondi. — W.  Mansell  out  with  Mr. 
Heaton  had  151b.  of  roach,  dace,  barbel  and  bream ; 
out  with  Mr.  Bush,  barbel  and  roach  ;  out  with  Mr. 
Abbett,  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  roach  over 
1  lb.  Other  puntstnen  have  been  out,  but  had  no 
reports  from  them.  Some  of  the  bank  anglers  have 
caught  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  the  gudgeon  being 
very  good  ones.  More  barbel  have  been  taken  this 
autumn  than  have  been  caught  for  some  years ; 
baits,  gentles  and  pearl  barley. — Gaynor  and  Son. 

Thames  rTeddingfton  Weir).— Now  that  the 
much-needed  rain  has  come  the  water  is  in  very 
fair  condition,  and  a  nice  stream  running.  I  have 
had  some  good  roach  and  a  few  bream  and  dace ; 
Mr.  Tomlinson  has  taken  another  jack  here,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Shelton,  fishing  at  the  Weir,  has  had  roach  of 
lib.  5oz.,  lib.  .Soz.,  lib.  2oz.,  and  several  others; 
Mr.  A.Baldwin  has  taken  a  barbel  of  61b. — Walter 
McBridb  (Professional). 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Night. 
— There  is  a  good  colour  in  the  river,  with  a  Uttle 
stream  running.  The  takes  have  been  very  small 
during  the  past  week,  but  have  greatly  improved 
to-day.  They  have  been  opening  the  sluices  at 
Richmond  lock  and  weir.  The  Walworth  Wal- 
tonians  fished  a  competition  on  Oct.  28.  We  all  got 
wet  through.  The  takes  were  chiefly  gudgeon.  I 
have  better  prospects  for  next  week's  fishing,  aa  the 
tides  will  be  in  our  favour. — Tom  Auger. 

Thames  /  Wrayshnry).  — A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen 
here  since  Monday  night  and  the  river,  is  beginning 
to  show  some  colour  again,  so  that  the  chances  of 
sport  should  be  improved.  Have  done  very  little 
fishing  since  my  last  report,  and  not  had  anything 
worth  special  mention,  the  weather  being  too  bad  to 
do  much  good  those  days  I  have  been  engaged. — P. 
Bbown. 

Bottiaham  Ziocks  (Waterbeaoh). — Since  my 
last  report  there  has  been  only  two  days'  fishing, 
when  the  pike  were  moving  freely,  several  being 
grassed  up  to  6^1b.  each ;  they  are  seen  on  the 
shallows,  midday,  after  the  gudgeon  by  the  locks. 
The  last  three  days,  up  to  Wednesday,  Oct.  31, 
wo  have  had  showery  weather,  which  has  again 
improved  the  condition  of  the  stream.  The  river 
bemg  clean  from  weeds,  all  kinds  of  fishing  can  be 


pursued  with  pleasure.  Baits  on  the  spot  at  a 
reasonable  price  to  visitors,  also  punt  if  required. 
River  now  getting  in  good  order. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coquet. — Salmon  angling  in  this  river  has  been 
exceptionally  good  during  the  last  three  weeks. 
Among  others  the  following  have  had  good  sport — 
Mr.  Gibson,  three  salmon  ;  Dr.  BeU,  one;  Mr.  Mack, 
one;  Mr.  Brown,  two  and  some  yellow  trout; 
Messrs.  Scott  and  Dalton,  fishing  into  one  creel, 
landed  eighty  fine  trout;  Messrs.  Fenwick  and 
Landers  had  each  seven  trout,  and  Mr.  Wood  ten ; 
Sir  Henry  Bowey  caught  a  yellow  trout  of  21b.  2oz. , 
besides  a  number  of  smaller  fish. — G. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  still 
keeps  high  after  the  recent  rains,  but  on  Oct.  31 
there  was  a  change,  a  very  sharp  frost  being  ex- 
perienced. Good  reports  are  circulated  as  to  the 
number  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  it  is  stated  there  is 
a  good  quantity  of  trout  on  the  move  in  the  Har- 
bourne.  The  Teign  Board  of  Conservators  have 
declined  to  incur  any  expense,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Dart  Conservators,  of  appointing  another  water 
bailiff  for  the  fishing  in  tidal  vraters. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Very  little  has  been  done 
on  the  Taw  this  week,  the  only  item  of  interest 
being  the  competition  arranged  by  the  Taw  Angling 
Association.  The  Avon  and  Erme  Fishery  Associa- 
tion have  had  before  them  correspondence  in 
reference  to  the  use  of  a  stop  net  of  Jin.  mesh, 
placed  across  a  creek  in  the  Kingsbridge 
Estuary,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Association's 
representative  should  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee.  Regarding  the  clay 
works  at  Redlake  it  was  resolved  to  ask  the  syndi- 
cate to  furnish  particulars  of  what  they  intended 
doing,  and  whether  there  would  be  any  pollution 
of  the  rivers  or  obstruction  of  water  therefrom.  An 
additional  water  bailiff  is  to  be  employed  as  occasion 
requires.  A  number  of  peal  and  trout  have  been 
placed  in  the  Teign  by  the  conservators.  A  fairly 
successful  season  has  been  had  on  this  stream,  where 
504  salmon  have  been  captured,  139  grilse,  40  bull 
trout  and  363  sea-trout.  A  considerable  falling  off 
in  the  revenue  for  net  licences  has  been  experienced 
on  the  Exe  this  year.  The  income  was  £82 
from  this  source,  as  against  £113  IDs.  the  previous 
year.  From  other  sources,  however,  the  in- 
come had  been  satisfactory,  particularly  with  regard 
to  trout  licences,  whichhad  gone  up  from£119  16s.  5d. 
in  1905  to  £190  in  1906.  Superintendent  Frazer 
has  reported  to  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators 
with  reference  to  the  experimental  fishing  carried  out 
in  the  estuary  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
effect  on  salmon  peal  of  the  use  of  a  three-inch 
mesh  net,  for  which  recently  the  Conservators  were 
petitioned  by  a  number  of  fishermen.  Eventually 
it  was  decided  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  next 
meeting,  when  Mr.  Draper  would  bring  forward  a 
notice  of  motion. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Liddell.  of 
Warwick  Hall,  landed  a  fish  181b.  In  the  Cargo 
water,  Mr.  Mason  Scott  had  two,  171b.  and  231b. ; 
Mr.  T.  Robinson,  one,  101b.;  and  Mr.W.  M.  Robinson, 
one,  101b.  On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  J.  B.  Birkett,  one  at 
Rickaby  Rocks,  191b.  On  Oct.  26,  the  Warwick 
Hall  keeper,  two,  181b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  W.  WUson, 
one,  161b.,  in  the  Holme  End  water ;  and  in  the  Cargo 
water,  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  one,  251b.,  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Lockhart,  one,  181b.  Then  came  a  6ft.  flood,  such  as 
we  wanted  a  month  ago,  and  the  river  has  since  been 
rising  and  falling,  being  to-day  (Wednesday)  quite 
out  of  fishing  order.  A  good  many  fish  are  show- 
ing in  the  Solway,  so  that  if  the  weather  would 
only  take  up  there  should  be  some  sport  during 
the  last  fortnight  of  the  season.  Several 
newspapers  have  referred  to  a  heavy  late 
run  of  sea-trout  in  thejNaver  and  Naverpool."  There 
are  a  lot  of  these  fish,  also  herling,  in  these  rivers,  but 
they  left  the  Solway  many  weeks  since  and  have  been 
hanging  about  the  lower  end,  unable  to  get  up  till  the 
spate  of  a  fortnight  ago  lifted  them  into  the  upper 
stretches,  where  they  have  afforded  excellent  sport. 
The  great  scarcity  of,  these  fish  in  the  Eden  in  July 
and  August  was,  no  doubt,  caused  by  the  Carlisle 
sewage  turning  the  river  in  its  low  state  into  a 
veritable  cesspool. — Silver  Grey. 

Bsk  (Whitby).  —  During  a  period  of  about 
ten  days  this  river  has  run  in  fair  angling  con- 
dition. The  heavy  rains  of  Oct.  17  and  superven- 
ing days  having  occasioned  big  floods.  After  the 
protracted  time  of  low  and  clear  conditions,  the 
rains  imparted  a  welcome  improvement  to  the  water, 
and  large  numbers  of  anglers  have  been  out  recently, 
ofttimes  amidst  adverse  meteorological  conditions. 
On  the  whole  sport  has  been  very  satisfactory. 
The  large  numbers  of  fish  which  were  confined  to 
the  pools  below  the  weir,  owing  to  the  insufficient 
water,  passed  into  the  higher  waters,  and  many 
were  observed  passing  the  weir  at  Lealholme.  This, 
of  course,  gave  prospect  of  sport  upon  the  full 
stretch  of  water.  At  the  time  of  writing,  heavy 
floods  are  reported,   and   prospects  for  the  re- 


mainder of  the  season,  which  closed  on  Thursday, 
are  not  so  favourable.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
catches  recorded:  Mr.  Grover,  seven  salmon,  of  41b., 
61b.,  41b.,  141b.,  IGilh.,  7Jlb.,  and  7Jlb.  Mr.  J. 
Barker,  four  salmon  of  31b.,  41b.,  41b.,  and  41b.  ; 
Capt.  Wood,  three  of  11,1b.,  51b.,  and  31b;  Mr.  Page 
two  of  31b.  and  41b.  ;  Mr.  Watt,  three  of  31b.,  31b.. 
and  41b.  ;  Dr.  English,  four  of  41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  and 
17*lb. ;  Mr.  Restall,  four  of  51b.,  51b.,  51b.,  and 
61b.;  Major  Buckle,  four  of  71b.,  11  lb., 
121b..  and  121b.;  Mr.  H.  D.  Thompson,  three 
of  41b.,  51b.,  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Dunwell,  one  of  lOlb.  ; 
Mr.  R.  Linton,  three  of  31b.,  41b.  and  91b.  ;  Dr.  Gover. 
one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  three  of  8Jlb..  141b.  and 
141b. ;  and  Mr.  Bradley,  one  of  15^1b.  Sea  anghng 
continues  to  attract  numerous  votaries ;  fishing 
from  the  pier  is  proving  fairly  satisfactory.— 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — The  past  week,  owing 
to  the  rain,  has  been  an  improvement  upon  the  very 
indifferent  sport  of  recent  weeks.  Pike  have  ■  been 
caught  in  the  Exe  near  St.  David's  Station  and 
Cowley,  but  the  best  catches  have  been  secured  in 
our  Exetar  Canal,  several  members  of  the  Izaak 
Walton  Fishing  Association  being  fortunate  at  the 
well-known  Limekilns  on. Oct.  24.  The  party,  some 
in  boats  and  the  others  from  the  bank,  caught  forty 
pike,  one  boat  alone  accounting  for  nine.  The 
biggest  fish  caught,  about  91b.,  was  secured  by 
Inspector  Thompson,  while  one  of  the  bank  fishers, 
Mr.  Rabbit,  had  three.  Mr.  Alfred  S.  Perkins 
presided  over  a  meeting  of  the  Exe  Bo&rd  of 
Conservators  at  the  Castle  of  Exeter  last  week. 
The  watch  committee  reported  having  appointed 
Elliott  Minto.  of  Kincardme,  as  water-bailiff'.  The 
resignation  of  Mr.  Drummond  Hay  as  a  member  of 
the  board  was  received,  and  Mr.  H.  Osmond  (agent 
to  the  Earl  of  Iddesleigh)  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  Mr.  Ford  mentioned  that  the  trout 
licences  had  increased  from  £120  to  £190.  Having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  licence  has  been  increased 
from  23.  6d.  to  5s.  this  speaks  well  for  the  increased 
popularity  of  the  sport.  At  Exmouth  a  marked 
improvement  is  shown,  as  during  the  past  ten  days 
some  hundred  of  mullet  have  been  caught  by  the 
rod  fishermen,  and  fine  smelt  and  pollack  are  in 
evidence,  especially  in  Exmouth  Dock  and  Star- 
cross  J etty,  the  latter  place  being  accessible  by  rail 
by  Great  Western  line  and  by  the  ferry  steamers. 
The  best  catches  of  mullet,  from  l^lb.  to  \lh.,  were 
made  by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  E.  H.  Rettallack, 
Popkin,  White,  Duchcherer,  Beck,  Maxwell,  Gate, 
Bastins  (two),  Perrys  (three),  H.  Lavis,  Beeton, 
and  others.  Some  very  good  net  catches  of 
general  fish  have  been  made  in  Torbay  and  off 
surrounding  coast. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  ana  Tributaries.— Sport  continues  dull, 
but  the  river  has  been  freshened  up  by  the  rains, 
and  it  may  consequently  improve.  Several  pike 
from  41b.  to  61b.  and  some  roach  have  been  landed 
in  the  Waltham  district,  and  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace  have  been  secured  at  Ware  and  Hertford. 
Little  sport  has  been  recorded  from  Cheshunt,  Rye 
House,  Hoddesdon,  and  St.  Margarets,  and  fishing 
matters  also  appear  to  have  ruled  slow  on  the  Stort. 
— Izaak  Walton. 

Xugg  and  Arrow  (Xeomiuster).— Both  streams 
are  running  clear,  and  at  a  nice  level,  and  have  been 
improved  by  some  heavy  rain.  The  cold,  frosty 
nights  have  brought  grayling  on  the  feed,  and  they 
have  been  rising  well  during  the  day  at  the  fly. 
Angling  has  not  been  brisk.  A  few  rods  have  been 
out  and  soi-ne^fair  sport  had.  Prospects  with  grass- 
hopper good.    The  Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  is  now  in  first- 
rate  condition.  To-day  (Wednesday)  we  have  a 
good  head,  and  it  is  a  proper  colour  for  all  round 
angling.  Pike  are  feeding  pretty  well,  but  no  very 
large  ones  have  been  caught  here  yet.  The  best 
during  the  week  weighed  61b.  The  dead  weeds  are 
washing  away  nicely,  and  it  is  all  right  for  pater- 
nostering  now. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — We  are  at  last  getting 
some  nice  rains  which  ought  to  give  a  nice  colour  to 
the  river  and  enhance  sport  amongst  the  roach, 
perch,  and  chub.  A  few  roach  up  to  1  lb.  3oz.  have 
been  taken,  also  some  small  pike,  which  were 
returned.  There  are  plenty  of  grand  fish  to  be 
taken,  we  only  want  the  condition  of  the  water  right 
to  ensure  good  sport. — Edward  Collinson. 

Rother  (Sussex), — The  rain  has  come  at  last. 
To-day  (Oct.  30)  the  water  is  the  colour  of  pea- 
soup  running  fast,  but  not  a  flood.  Nearly  Sin.  of 
rain  since  Sunday  morning  ;  it  was  wanted  badly. 
Anglers  have  had  but  little  sport  lately.  The  varied 
catch  of  an  angler  I  met  a  few  days  ago,  in  succes- 
sion, were  a  dace,  a  bream,  a  perch,  a  roach,  a 
flounder — might  not  the  next  have  been  a  trout  7 — 
Thomas  Daws,  Secretary  Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Stivers  and  Chiohescer  Canai.— The 
Sunday  deluge  put  a  veto  on  trips  to  the  water  side. 
The  rain  fell  in  sheets,  and  rivers  have  plenty  of 
colour.   On  Oct.  30  we  had  a  repetition  of  a  dirty  day 
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and  but  few  anglers  have  cared  to  risk  the  treacherous 
weather.  At  Chichester  canal  at  the  end  of  last  week 
a  few  bream  were  taken  up  to  l^lb.,  a  perch  of 
1  lb.  loz.,  and  a  brace  of  31b.  pike.  Up  to  the  time 
of  writing  I  have  no  news  from  the  Adur,  Ouse,  or 
Cuckmere.  so  infer  that  there  is  nothing  worth 
recording. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (ItUdlow). — This  stream  is  now  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  ha?  been  changeable.  Heavy 
rain  has  been  had,  followed  by  bright  days  and 
frost  at  night,  and  the  grayling  have  been  rising 
bettor  during  the  day.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  and  used  fly  and  maggot.  Sport  has  been 
had  with  the  grasshopper.  Pike  have  been  on  the 
feed  and  have  taken  live  bait  well.  Some  very  nice 
grayling  were  taken  this  week,  and  prospects  of 
sport  are  now  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  in  good  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  luid  South,  and  Neigrh  bearing 
Rivers. — All  our  Border  rivers  are  in  good  fishing 
order.  On  the  North  Tyne,  the  Hesleysid  keeper  got 
one  41b.,  Mr.  Paisley  one  81b.,  Parker,  the  keeper, 
Falstone,  one  181b.,  Mr.  Thorman,  Greenborough,  one 
81b.,  Mr.  S.  Tilfer  one  81b.  Several  fish  have 'also' 
been  killed  on  the  Tyne  with  fly.  The  Coquet  has 
this  back  end  fished  well,  and  during  the  past  week ! 
hundreds  of  good  fish  have  been  killed  with  fly, 
prawn,  and  minnow.  One  Newcastle  angler  killed 
five  salmon  and  two  sea-trout.  Another  angler 
during  the  week  killed  no  less  than  twenty-seven  ; 
Mr.  Bergna,  Newcastle,  nine ;  Mr.  Sims  two  of 
61b.  and  lOJIb.,  also  lost  five  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Glasgow, 
two  about  8lb.  each.  Several  good  takes  by  other 
anglers. — Hekby  A.  Morton. 

XJak  (Usk). — Since  my  last  report  the  river  has 
been  in  good  condition,  but  the  heavy  rain  on 
Saturday  night  and  Sunday  caused  a  considerable 
rise,  consequently  the  river  was  not  fishable  for  the 
two  following  days.  The  last  day  of  the  season, 
Nov.  1,  however,  the  anglers  were  able  to  have  their 
last  cast  of  the  year  1906.  The  following  are 
the  .successes  reported.  Oct.  24. — Mr.  H.  W.  Pride, 
one,  81b.,  in  Daniel's  Bath.  Oct.  25. — Mr.  Pride,' 
one,  71b.,  and  two  sewin,  in  Coedyprior.  Oct.  26.— 
Mr.  T.  Edwards,  one,  19Jlb.  in  the  Llwynch.  Oct.  27. 
— Mr.  Pride,  one,  21  lb.,  in  Daniel's  Bath.  Mr.  Pride 
seems  to  be  the  only  season-ticket  holder  at  present 
fishing  on  the  lower  water. — T.  H. 

Welsh  Harp  (Headon).  — The  specimen  bream 
competition  on  Sunday  was  won  by  Mr.  Price  with 
a  fish  of  2^\b.,  the  weather  being  imfavourable  for 
better  sport.     A  similar  competition  is  announced 

for  Nov.  4  ;  also  one  for  jack,  prize  ten  shillings.  H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbysnire).— The  above 
rivers  were  in  good  order  up  to  Saturday  (Oct.  27), 
and  a  few  nice  grayling  were  taken  from  the  Wye 
and  upper  portions  of  the  Derwent.  On  the  Darley- 
dale  club's  water  sport  has  been  very  quiet,  also 
on  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
waters  very  little  sport  can  I  hear  be  had,  the 
water  being  too  high.  The  Whatstaudwell  length 
afforded  a  nice  lot  of  perch  and  roach.  Since 
the  above  date  the  Derwent  has  been  much  too 
high,  the  heavy  rain  on  Oct.  28  and  again  on 
Oct.  30  caused  the  Derwent  to  be  bank  full.  It  will 
be  Nov.  5  before  it  will  be  in  order  for  the  fly. 
Useful  flies  when  fined  down  : — Ash  Dun,  Hare's 
Ear,  Red  Tag,  Grey  Palmer,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  and  Claret  Bumble. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Yorks).— A  lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
last  few  days,  consequently  all  our  rivers  are  running 
over  their  banks.     Before  the  freshet  came  the 
grayling  were  rising  erratically,  no  doubt  owing  to 
atmospheric  changes  and  unsettled  weather.  For 
the  last  fortnight  I  have  met  with  fair  sport  in  an 
afternoon  fishing  of  about  two  hours,  and  have  been 
getting  close  upon  twenty  grayling.    Prior  to  the 
freshet  I  have  been  fishing  a  cast  made  up  of  Dark 
Needle,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  and  Red 
Tag.   I  got  a  few  fish  on  the  fancies,  but  the  most  fish 
and  the  largest  grayling  were  invariably  caught  on 
either  the  Dark  Needle  or  Waterhen  Bloa.  The 
Yore  since  Saturday  last  has  been  more  or  less  in 
flood,  therefore  angling  has  been  at  a  standstill, 
very  few  anglers  being  out  at  all.    The  Wharfe  last 
•week-end  was  in  very  fair  anghng  trim,  and  in  the 
upper  reaches  some  nice  baskets  of  grayling  have 
been  caught  at  Burnsall  and  Ilkley  ;  baskets  ranging 
from  five  to  ten  brace  have  been  caught  with  swim- 
ming   the    worm    and    maggot,    Messrs.  Rose, 
Wilson,  Thomas,  Dickinson  and  Hastings  meet- 
ing with   best  results.      The    lower    reaches  of 
the  Wharfe    have    been    in    flood    almost  every 
day  this  week,   and  angling    has   been   out  of 
the  question.     The  Derwent  fished  well  up  to 
Saturday  last;  in  the  upper  reaches  good  baskets 
were  got.    Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley  secured  a  basket 
of  roach    and    chub  weighing    301b.    lOoz.,  in- 
cludmg  a  chub  41b.,  and  eight  roach  weighing  1  lb 
apiece.    On  Saturday  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bozley  again  had 
good  sport  amongst  the  chub  and  roach,  his  total 
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catch  weighing  31  lb.,  which  included  a  chub  weigh- 
ing just  under  41b.,  and  roach  weighing  21b.  loz 
21b.,  lib.  13^oz.,  and  lib.  lOioz.  Mr.  Sellars,  of  the 
Knaresboro'  Angling  Club,  writes  to  say  that  thev 
have  emptied  all  their  rearing  ponds,  and  they  have 
had  a  very  successful  year  with  the  breeding  of 
young  trout,  having  reared  some  up  to  and  over 
five  inches  long.  They  have  put  them  in  the  club 
water  from  Ribston  to  Kellinghall  Bridge  They 
have  put  in  altogether  over  6.800  trout  this  year 
In  the  Knaresboro'  Anglers'  water  they  have  put 
6,000  trout,  and  in  the  ICnaresboro'  Joint  Anglers 
Club  waters  they  have  put  800  trout  in.  Rain 
contmues  to  fall  yet,  consequently  I  fear  angling 
will  bs  at  a  standstill  for  a  few  days,  but  so  soon  as 
It  settles  sport  should  improve,  as  all  our  streams 
have  had  a  good  cleaning  out,  as  some  of  them 
wanted  it.  Prospects  are  only  poor  until  the 
weather  settles,  as  at  present  it  looks  like  more  rain 
to  come. — John  E.  Miller. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— During  the  last  fort- 
night the  salmon  fishing  in  the  lower  and  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk  and  also  in  the  Liddle  has 
exceeded  expectations.     Fishing  in  the  Duke  of 
Bucoleuch's  reserved  water,  Lady  Constance  Scott 
secured  two  salmon  weighing  respectively  161b  and 
81b. ;  in  Netherby,  Mr.   Workman  has  had  five 
salmon  m  less  than  a  week's  fishing,  the  weights 
being  241b.,  231b.,    131b.,   201b..  and  241b.  ;  Mr. 
Dixon  had  two  salmon  with  fly  near  Longtown 
Bridge,  weighing  over  101b.  each ;  in  Mr.  Matcant's 
stretch  of  the  Netherby  water,  Major  Casterbadie 
landed  a  nice  stilmon  weighing  21  lb.    Fishing  in 
the  Graham  Arms  water,  in  the  lower  reaches  Mr 
Henry  Foster  landed  a  silmon  of  181b    and'  Mr 
Milton  one  of  251b. ;  Mr.  EUis  had  one  of  131b  in 
the  Double  water;  Mr.  Kirk  landed  two  salmon  in 
the  Cauldron  Pool,  and  Mr.  McLellan  "and  party 
caught  four,  27^^)-,  221b.,  161b.,  and  101b.  •  Mr 
Phayre  and  Mr.  Stevenson  had  each  a  salmon  of 
about  101b. ;  the  Rev.  R.  H.  Kerr  landed  a  nice 
fish  of  151b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.    The  Esk  was  in 
fair  order  for  fly  on  Monday.    Mr.  Andrew  John- 
stone landed  two  salmon  in  the  Netherby  water 
weighmg  221b.  and  191b. ;  a  couple  of  other  rods 
had  two  of  201b.  and  181b.  ;  and  Mr.  Atkinson  one 
ot  191b.    The  largest  salmon  of  the  season,  caught 
in  the  Double  water  of  the  Esk,  was  secured  by  Mr 
Craig,  of  Stanwix,  Carlisle,  the  fish  scaling  341b 
In  the  Graham  Arms  water,   Lieut.   Smith  and 
Mr.  Grant  Dalton  had  good  sport,  killing  three 
salmon  in  a  day's  fishing.     Messrs.   W.  Stubbs 
Reid,  Dixon,  and  Graham  had  fair  baskets  in 
Longtown  water.    Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr 
W  eatherstone  caught  a  sahnon  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Miesages 
one  of  12ilb. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson,  one  of  12ilb  • 
and  Mr.  D.  Elliot,  one  of  81b.    Mr.  W.  Borth^ick 
caught  a  salmon  of  161b.  in  Glenfirra.    Fishinc^  in 
Canonbie  water,  Mr.  Adam  Keen  caught  a  nice  "fish 
ol,F*'^/  McKune  caught  two  of  23Alb.  and 

o?  ^  '  fj'-  B»a"ie,  one  of  191b.  ;  Col.  Elliot,  one 
^41b.  ;  Mr.  Frank  Little,  one  of  181b.,  in  Byrebum- 
foot  water,  and  Mr.  Keen  one  of  191b.  ;  Mr  R 
Rodger  had  a  salmon  of  71b.  in  the  Double  water  • 
Mr.  J .  Davidson,  one  of  101b.  below  Byreburn  ;  Mr' 
Cyril  F.  Francis,  one  salmon  of  131b.  ;  Mr.  'john 
Scott,  one  of  a  similar  weight ;  Mr.  Tom  Steele,  one 
of  161b. ;  Mr.  A.  Porteous,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  R.  Steele 
one  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  one  of  121b. ;  Mr' 
McLellan  landed  three  sahnon  aggregating  '461b. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water.  Lady 
Constance  Scott  landed  a  salmon  of  15Jlb.  Mr  j 
Elliot,  of  Langholm,  while  fishing  in 'the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  on  Oct.  22,  landed  a  new-run 
fish  scaling  \Q^\b.,  with  sea-lice  on  it.    Fishing  in 


Liddle  water,  Mr.  T.  Beattie,  on  Oct.  24,  cauaht  a 
salmon  scaling  24Jlb.,  with  the  Golden  Pheas  mland 
Peacock  Fly;  Messrs.  J.  and  D.  Elliot  landed  two 
salmon  in  the  same  water,  171b.  and  151b.    In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  Messrs.  D.  Ferguson. 
W.  Elliot,  J.  Armstrong,  and  others  had  eich  a  few 
herhng  and  some  yellow  trout.    Mr.  J.  Elliot  caught 
a  salmon  of  \^\h .  in  Haw  Pool  ;  Mr.  Govan  and 
Mr.  W.  Steele  had  each  a  fish  of  101b.  in  .Kershope- 
foot  water  ;  Mr.  A.  Bell  caught  a  fish  of  81b.  ;  Mr. 
Beattie,  one  of  IS^Ib.  in  Langholm  Lodge  reserved 
water ;  in  Broomholm  reserved  water,  Mr.  Morrison 
caught  two  sabnon,  the  be  t  one  221b.    If  the  season 
could  be  extended  up  to  Nov.  15  every  angler  who 
knows  the  Esk  and  Liddle  would  welcome  the 
concession.     The  added  fortnight  could  well  be 
taken  off  at  the  beginning  of  the  season.    Mr.  Wm. 
Douglas,   of    the  Eskdale,  Langholm,   writes  as 
follows  : — The  floods  in  October  have  made  a  good 
finish  for  the  season,  more  salmon  having  been  got 
than  for  years  past.    In  the  Double  water,  from 
Liddlefoot  to  Metal  Bridge,  .sport  continues  good 
up  to  the  time  of  writing,  the  last  catches  being  the 
following :  Mr.  A.  King,  one  salmon  of  81b.  ;  Mr 
Workman,  two  of  261b.  and  201b.  ;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong, 
one  of  191b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  one  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  C. 
Elhot,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  S.  McKune,  one  of  141b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Balfour,  one  of  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  Borthwick,  one 
of  14ilb.— G. 

Deveron  (BanflFshire).— The  angling  season  on 
the  River  Deveron  which  closed  on  Oct.  31  has 
been  very  successful,  considering  the  low  state 
of  the  river.  After  the  net  fishing  finished 
there  was  a  slight  rise  in  the  water,  which  brought 
up  a  large  number  of  fish.  Only  a  small 
number  of  them  reach  the  upper  streams, 
the  river  falling  off  quickly,  and  consequently  the 
lower  pools  were  heavily  stocked.  During  the 
month  of  September  and  the  first  half  of  October 
the  river  was  exceedingly  low  and  clear,  but,  not- 
withstanding, some  good  sport  was  obtained.  On 
the  Duff  House  water,  on  October  29,  Mr.  Williams 
had  five  fish  of  81b.,  91b.,  151b.,  221b..  and  301b. 
respectively.  This  gentleman  killed  twenty  fish  in 
September  and  thirty-six  in  October,  ranging  in 
weight  from  61b.  to  301b.,  the  total  weight  being  7301b. 
On  the  Mayne  water  during  the  past  week  six  fish 
were  killed,  and  on  the  Huntly  water  Mr.  Logie  for  five 
days  had  a  like  number.  This  gentleman  was  also 
very  successful  at  trout  fishing,  having  caught 
an  extraordinarily  large  number.  The  heaviest  fish 
of  the  season  was  caught  by  Mr.  Thomson  on  the 
Inverchnie  water,  it  weighed  301b.  On  the  Nether- 
dale  water  last  week  Mr.  W.  Rathbone  Bacon  had  a 
beautiful  fish  weighing  261b.,  and  one  of  191b.,  the 
^a^est  fish  caught  by  this  gentleman  being  33)b. — 

North  of  Scotland. — Deb. — The  season  closed 
to-day,  Wednesday,  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and 
eighty  odd  streams,  bringing  the  Scotch  angling  season 
practically  to  a  close.    It  has  been  a  poor  season 
all  except  the  closing  ten  or  twelve  days,  and 
they    have  been  so   prolific  of    sport   that  the 
disappointment    consequent    on    tne    long  wait 
for  water  has  been  wiped  out.     On  the  Forest 
of     Birse      waters      auring     the     past  week 
Mr.  Heaven,  Bishop  Chisholm  and  party  creeled 
about    a    dozen    fish,    scaling  up   to   221b.  On 
the    Borrowstone    water  Mrs.   Pickering's  party 
had     forty     fish     up     to    Saturday    last,  the 
heaviest  being  killed  by  Miss  Pickering — a  beauty 
of  31|lb.  On  Ballogie  waters  Mr.  G.  MacKay,  Bridge- 
street,  Aberdeen,  on  Oct.  25,  landed  the  heaviest  fish 
of  the  season  got  in  the  North  to  the  fly.    It  was  a 
cock  fish  of  i^\h.  and  gave  thirty-three  minutes  of 
the  best  of  sport.     It  was  gaffed  immediately 
above  the  rapids  at  Potarch  by  G.  Blacklaws. 
tackle  maker,    Kincardine,   O'Neil,  and  weighed 
and  certified  in  the  Aberdeen  Station  four  hours 
after  capture.     The   fish  measured  3ft.  lOin.  in 
length    and    23-Jin.   in    girth.     The  fly    was  a 
plain   white  -  wing   tricolour.     iVIr.  Mackay  used 
a    powerful    15tt.    greenheart    rod    and  tackle 
of    his  own   make.     On    the   Woodend  section 
Mr.    Robb   (Playfair    and   Company,  Aberdeen) 
creeled    two  nice  salmon  on  Oct.  31,   of  12lb. 
and  151b.,  on  the  Phantom.     On  the  Cairnton, 
Blackball  Park,  and  Durris  waters  sport  has  been 
very  fair  and  some  very  fine  fish  creeled.    On  the 
Don,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Suffolk  have  had 
a  very  good  season.     On  the  Fintry  House  water. 
Lord  Sempil  landed  a  fine  fish  of  29Hb.  on  Oct.  2j. 
On  the  Kintore  waters,  Mr.   Henderson  and  Dr. 
Craile  (Ceylon)  had  two  and  threa  daily,  while  sport 
was  very  rife  up  to  the  close  on  the  Grandholm, 
Inverurie,  Monymusk,  and  Alford  sections. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Anglers  have  been  making 
the  best  of  closing  days  on  the  border  rivers  and  a 
number  of  fine  salmon  have  been  accounted  for. 
The  Annan.— On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  W.  Wright  killed  a 
fish  of  8^1b.  in  the  Brewery  water  with  fly,  and  in 
Col.  Salkeld's  portion,  on  Oct.  26,  Mr.  P.  McGiverin 
killed  one  of  lO^lb.  with  fly.     On  the  same  date. 
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Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  landed 
one  out  of  the  flat  water  below  Brydekirk  Cauld  of 
7-Jlb.  Mrs.  Woodburne  took  a  fish  of  nearly  201b.  out  of 
the  salmon  pool  of  Mount  Annan  on  Oct.  26.  On  Oct. 
29  Andrew  Bell  had  one  of  8|lb.  in  Jamies  Stream. 
In  the  same  water  on  Oct.  30  the  keeper  took  one  of 
9  Jib.  with  fly ;  Mr.  Lionel  Olegg  landed  one  on  Oct.  30. 
On  Oct.  31  Andrew  Bell  caught  one  in  the  Hale 
pool,  171b.  In  the  lower  waters,  on  Oct.  30,  Capt. 
Ewart  landed  one  of  181b.  out  of  the  Spittal  pool, 
and  one  of  lOi^lb.  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Brewery  pool. 
In  the  Northlield  private  water,  on  Oct.  30.  Mr.  Mason 
T.  Scott,  the  lessee,  had  a  fish  of  181b.,  and  on 
Oct.  25  the  Rev.  F.  Coleby  took  one  of  about  171b. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  landed  one  on  Oct.  31  of  11  lb.  in 
the  Brewery  stream.  In  the  Four  Towns  water  on 
Oct.  31,  Mr.  Jas.  Loudon  had  a  fish  of  about  71b- 
or  81b.,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  one  of  191b.  On  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  portion,  above  Shillahill 
Bridge,  Mr.  McLean  landed  one  of  201b. 
The  Dumfries  Nith.  —  This  river  has  been  in 
splendid  order  though  there  have  been  floods  and 
rising  and  falling  of  water  diiring  the  past  week. 
In  the  Mid  Nithsdale  Association  waters  several  fish 
have  been  hooked,  and  a  number  brought  to  the 
gafl.  Mr.  Robert  Thomson,  fishing  the  Red  Brows 
Pool,  near  Scaurfoot,  landed  a  fish,  251b.,  Mr. 
Maclachlan  took  one  of  21  lb.  on  Carnsalloch  Water 
with  fly,  Mr.  Robert  Morrison  landed  one  of  161b., 
and  Mr.  Andrew  McClountie,  one  of  81b.  at  the 
Elders  Pool.  The  Lower  Nith  has  not  been 
doing  so  well.  The  season  expires  on  Nov.  14. 
The  Galxoway  Rivers. — These  waters  in  the 
Stewartry  of  Galloway  have  been  in  the  beet  of 
play  on  Oct.  30  and'  31  for  fly.  The  floods  of 
Oct.  27  and  28  allowed  the  salmon  to  ascend  to  the 
middle  waters,  and  a  few  were  accounted  for  by  the 
rods.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  and  the  Gate- 
house Fleet  close  their  angling  this  Wednesday 
evening  (Oct.  31),  but  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  will  not 
close  until  the  end  of  November. — Heathebbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Some  time  back  salmon  anglers  were  praying  for 
all  they  were  worth  for  rain.  Now  they  are  doing 
the  same  thing  for  dry  weather.  For  the  last  three 
weeks  we  have  had  a  succession  of  floods,  ranging 
from  three  to  four  feet,  and  on  October  28,  at  Kelso 
Mills,  where  there  is  a  gauge  for  the  Tweed  Com- 
missioners Company,  it  registered  seven  feet  four 
inches.  Since  then  the  main  rivers  have  kept  running 
full,  and  to-day  (October  31)  the  Tweed  and  Teviot 
are  still  five  and  a  half  feet  above  their  normal  size. 
The  following  takes  have  come  to  hand  since  my 
last  report :  Hendebsyde  Wateb. — On  Wednesday 
Mr  Goodman  killed  twenty  fish,  twelve  salmon 
weighing  231b.,  231b.,  221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  18ilb., 
181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  IG^lh.,  and  121b.,  eight 
grilse  of  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  81b.,  71b.  61b.,  and 
61b.  On  the  same  day  Mrs.  Goodman  killed  three 
salmon  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  171b.,  and  three  grilse  of 
71b.  each.  Sir  Richard  Griffith  killed  three  grilse, 
101b.,  71b.  and  71b.  On  the  18th,  Mrs.  Goodman 
had  three  salmon  of  15i-lb.,  15 Jib.,  and  141b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  8Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Goodmsin  one  salmon 
of  171b.,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  one  of  7lb.  on  Oct.  19. 
On  Oct.  31  the  Earl  of  Eglington  caught  eight  fish, 
and  his  son  killed  nineteen  salmon,  all  of  good 
weight.  BiRPAM  Water. — On  Oct.  8  Capt.  Towse 
a  grilse  of  81b.,  Capt.  Wilson  a  salmon  of  121b. 
and  two  grilse  of  9^1b.  and  71b-,  and  on  Oct. 
11  a  61b.  grilse.  Capt.  Collingwood  a  12Jlb. 
salmon.  On  Oct.  15  the  Rev.  Ivor  Grahame  two 
salmon  of  161b.  and  141b.  respectively.  On  Oct.  16 
Col.  Collingwood  had  a  121b.  salmon  and  three 
grilse  of  lOjlb.,  61b.,  and  81b.  respectively,  and 
Major  Boyd  a  grilse  of  71b.  On  Oct.  17,  Sir  David 
Baird  a  grilse  of  9lb.,  the  Rev.  Ivor  Grahane 
one  salmon  of  151b.,  and  three  grilse  of  91b.  9oz., 
91b.  8oz.,  and  71b.,  and  Col.  Collingwood  had  four 
grilse  of  111b.,  91b.,  71b.,  and  41b.  On  Oct.  18,  Rev. 
Grahame  had  four  salmon  of  281b.,  221b.,  181b.,  and 
141b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  101b.  each.  Sir  D. 
Baird  on  the  same  day  had  one  salmon  of  161b., 
and  a  grilse  of  101b.,  and  Col.  Collingwood  a 
grilse  of  8lb.  Bowsidb  Water.— Oct.  10  Mr.  D. 
Whatman,  one  salmon  of  141b.,  and  a  grilse  of  41b. ; 
Mr.  F.  S.  Cokayne,  a  9Jlb.  sea-trout;  Mr.  S.  F. 
Gibb.3,  a  101b.  salmon.  On  Oct.  16  Mr.  Gibbs,  a  71b. 
sahnon,  and  Mr.  Whatman,  three  salmon  of  5 Jib., 
61b.,  and  71b.  respectively;  Mr.  Cokayne,  a  61b. 
salmon  and  4Jlb.  grilse;  Mr.  Holmes,  the  fisher- 
man, a  6Jlb.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  a  191b. 
salmon.  On  Oct.  17,  Miller,  fisherman,  had  a  6Jlb. 
grilse,  Mr.  Whatman  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  71b. 
each  ;  and  Mr.  Gibbs  two  of  91b.  and  8Jlb.  each. 
On  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Cokayne  three  salmon  of  91b.,  71b., 
and  51b.  each;  and  Mr.  Whatman  one  of  6Jlb., 
while  the  fisherman  Holmes  killed  one  of  the 
same  weight.  Rutherford  Lodge  Water. — 
On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  A.  C.  Lucas  a  19lb.  salmon ;  Oct. 
15th,  Mrs.  Morton  Lucas,  a  grilse  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
M.  P.  Lucas,  three  salmon  of  161b.,  211b,  and  23Jlb. 
respectively  ;  and  Mayor  Armstrong  had  a  9|lb. 


grilse.  On  the  same  day  Col.  Lucas  had  a  salmon  of 
181b.,  and  on  Oct.  17th  a  161b.  grilse.  On  Oct.  17th 
Mrs.  M.  F.  Lucas  had  three  salmon,  181b..  171b., 
and  111b.,  and  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  two,  201b.  and  18Jlb. 
On  Oct.  18,  Major  Armstrong  a  grilse,  6Jlb.,  and 
Mrs.  M.  P.  Lucas  a  salmon,  15Jlb.  Makeestone 
Water.  —  On  Oct.  17,  Mr.  Patrick  Riddell 
killed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  17lb.,  and  on 
Oct.  18,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Frank  J. 
Usher,  one  salmon,  81b.,  on  Oct.  18.  Floors 
Castle  Water. — On  Oct.  24,  Lord  Chesterfield, 
one  salmon,  221b.,  while  seven  other  fish  were 
taken  on  the  day  previous  on  the  upper  water. 
On  the  lower  water.  Colonel  Hasentine  killed 
two  salmon  of  161b.  and  15lb.  respectively.  On 
the  16th  Major  WiUoughby  four  of  171b..  151b., 
91b.,  and  61b.  each.  On  the  17th  the  Earl  of 
Chesterfield  had  one  of  91b.,  and  on  the  19th  he  had 
one  of  101b.  On  the  Edvern  House  lower  water  on 
the  19th  Mr.  Cornwallis  had  one  of  81b.,  and  on 
the  same  water  Mr.  Fletcher  had  salmon  of 
22J,  19,  19  and  11  lb.  each.  In  all  between  thirty 
and  forty  salmon  were  got  on  the  Floors  waters 
during  the  week  besides  what  were  lost  in  the 
running  of  them.  Wark  Water. — Mr.  McCulloch 
on  Oct.  17  on  the  lower  water  had  one,  181b.,  two 
grilse  of  71b.  and  61b.,  and  on  Oct.  18  a  salmon  of 
271b..anda61b.  grUse.  Lees  Wateb. — OnOct.ll,Mr. 
Halsey  had  a  201b.  salmon  ;  on  Oct  15,  Mr.  Millar  had 
two  salmon  of  201b.  and  151b.,  and  on  Oct.  16  three 
salmon  of  241b.  121b.,  and  81b.  ;  Mr.  Marjoribanks 
landed  four  fish,  71b.  7oz.,  71b.,  81b., and  81b.  each,  and 
on  Oct.  17  had  two  of  111b.  and  81b.,  and  on  the 
same  day  Miller  had  one  of  81b.  Norham  Water. 
—On  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Forsyth  two  of  201b.  and  71b.  and 
one  sea-trout  of  101b. ;  Mr.  Robert  Brown,  five  fish 
of  141b.,  101b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  each.  On  Oct.l5 
Mr.  Walker  a  91b.  grilse,  and  on  Oct.  16,  Dr. 
Paxton  two  salmon  of  16lb.  each,  and  Mr. 
Sheriff  one  of  201b.  Twizell  Watee. — On  Oct. 
11,  Mr.  Mackay  a  61b.  grilse;  Mr.  Sanderson  one 
of  61b.  ;  Oct.  16,  Mr.  Scott  a  salmon  of  101b.,  Mr. 
Melrose  one  of  111b.,  and  a  61b.  grilse;  Mr. 
Ware  a  71b.  grilse  ;  Mr.  Pearson  a  201b.  salmon. 
CoBNHiLL  Wateb. —  On  Oct.  15  Mr.  Gerrard  a 
grilse  of  7Jlb.,  Mr.  MacKay  a  101b.  salmon  and  a 
61b.  grilse.  Lennel  Water. — On  Oct.  15  Mr. 
MacDonald,  factor,  Lamel,  two  grilse  of  71b.  and 
7Jlb.  each.  On  the  Teviot  on  Oct.  24  Mr.  John 
Steel,  Kelso,  had  a  nice  61b.  salmon.  Salmon 
anglers  on  this  stream  were  in  hopes  of  getting  a 
start  last  week  for  good,  but  the  state  of  the  river 
has  kept  them  off ;  and  it  will  now  be  some  time 
before  they  will  get  a  beginning.  As  it  is,  there  are 
signs  of  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  Diatriot. — The  season  closed,  so 
far  as  salmon  and  trout  were  concerned,  on  Oct.  31, 
with  the  rivers  in  fine  order  after  the  floods.  The 
weather  of  the  preceding  two  days  was  bitterly  cold 
and  frosty,  which  had  the  usual  effect  of  keeping 
down  the  trout  both  on  river  and  lake. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Owing  to  very  heavy  rains  all  waters  here  are  in  a 
flooded  state.  Salmon  are  rnoving  up  from  Lough 
Currane  in  good  numbers  to  the  different  spawning 
grounds.  The  angling  season  which  closed  here  on 
Oct.  15  was  a  very  disappointing  one  so  far  as 
sahnon  were  concerned.  The  spring  salmon  fishing 
was  practically  a  failure,  and  the  summer  salmon 
fishing  very  poor.  Peal  fishing,  too,  was  very  back- 
ward. Sea-trout,  however,  afforded  fair  or  average 
sport  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  and 
September,  and  the  upper  lakes  and  Coppal  lake 
also  fished  well  at  sea-troutj  generally  during  the 
autumn. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinakelligrs. — Owing  to  stormy  weather  fishing 
has  been  possible  only  on  one  day,  when  three 
anglers  got  101  fish,  consisting  principally  of  whiting. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  continues  very  wild 
and  wet,  and  fishing  of  all  kinds  is  stiU  suspended. 

Bnmham-on-Croncli. — Some  excellent  takes  of 
fish  have  been  had  the  past  week-end.  Messrs. 
Cockerell,  Lucking,  and  Veale,  on  Oct.  26,  caught 
141  various;  Mr.  Michel  and  G.  Abbot,  seventy- 
four.  Others  same  day  had  good  bags.  On  Oct.  27, 
E.  Clarke  and  J.  Wright,  121  very  fine  pouting, 
dabs,  and  whiting ;  Mr.  Ballaratte  and  friends  had, 
among  other  fish,  a  whiting  just  vmder  21b.  in 
weight.  On  Oct.  28,  although  it  was  a  record  day 
in  point  of  numbers  with  local  and  visiting  anglers 
being  out,  the  takes  were  small ;  the  best  bag  of  the 
day  that  I  saw  was  had  by  Messrs.  G.  George,  W. 
Stone,  and  friends  out  with  W.  Bridge  in  the 
Coronation,  their  united  catch  numbered  eighty- 
five.  Cooper  and  party  had  twenty-one  fish,  another 
boat  of  nine  anglers  had  only  nine  fish.  There  was 
quite  a  fleet  of  various  crafts  in  the  Ness  Hole  with 
anglers  fishing,  but  sport  was  very  poor.    I  put  it 


down  to  the  sudden  change  in  the  weather  ;  the 
wind  blew  nearly  a  gale  and  it  rained  the  whole  day 
through.  Oct.  29  was  a  better  day,  and  some  good 
bags  of  fish  were  taken.  This  week-end  will  not  be 
suitable  for  angling. — J.  Wright. 

Deal  (the  Pleri. — Squally  and  imsettled  weather 
has  prevailed  during  the  last  few  days,  and  fishing 
has  proved  anything  but  good,  though  on  one  or 
two  tides  a  fair  amoxmt  of  codling  has  been  taken, 
but  whiting  are  still  vinusually  scarce,  and  less  than 
a  dozen  pollack  have  been  caught  in  the  cour.se  of 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Ward  had  a  7lb.  cod  from  the 
pier  early  on  Oct.  27,  and  Mr.  Rose  took  a  few 
smaller  ones,  but  the  remainder  of  the  day  yielded 
but  little.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Hicks  made  a  good  catch 
of  flatfish  and  codling,  and  several  other  pier 
anglers  had  satisfactory  catches,  but  sport  was  not 
generally  brisk.  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Lancing,  had 
a  6Jlb.  cod  early  on  the  following  morning, 
but  the  inclement  weather  sadly  marred  the 
sport  of  some  thirty  town  anglers  who  were 
only  down  for  the  day,  and  their  respective 
catches  were  very  indifferent.  Mr.  Curtiss  had  a 
3Jlb.  codUng  in  the  evening,  but  the  sport  was  about 
as  slow  then  as  it  had  been  thoughout  daylight 
hours.  Mr.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Mug- 
ford,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugman, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wynne,  Mr.  Correll,  Mr.  Beasley,  Mr. 
Wolff,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Miskin,  Mr.  Sands,  Mb. 
Sanior,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hards.  Mr.  Brooks  and  others 
fished  with  little  success  on  Oct.  29,  Mr.  Mugford's 
41b.  codling  and  Mr.  Senior's  two  of  4Jlb.  and  41b. 
weight  being  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  while  Mr. 
Wolff  took  four  small  ones  in  the  evening  and  Mr. 
Rose  two.  Mr.  R.  Richardson  had  three  codlings 
of  4Jlb.  each  early  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  30, 
and  later  in  the  day  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wynne,  Mr. 
J.  Handley,  Mr.  Wolff,  Mr.  Beasley  and  others 
experienced  satisfactory  sport,  Mr.  Wolff  cap- 
turing seventeen  codling  in  the  cour.se  of  the  day. 
Mr.  Memess  and  Mr.  Rose  each  had  a  few  fish  in 
the  evening.  Mr.  S.  Baker  was  the  only  success- 
ful angler  early  on  Wednesday,  but  among 
the  half-hundred  who  fished  during  the  forenoon 
about  twenty  made  fair  bags.  Colonel  Synge,  Mr. 
Crowhurst,  Colonel  Backhouse,  and  Mr.  Harvey 
each  took  a  few  small  whiting  soon  after  the  hour 
of  high  water.  Lugworms  for  bait  are  fairly 
plentiful,  but  intending  competitors  in  the  forth- 
coming Pier  Festival  would  do  well  to  order  a 
supply  beforehand,  or  they  may  find  themselves 
charged  extortionate  prices  upon  their  arrival. — 

J.  RiGHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Great  Yarmouth. — Our  fourth  match  was  fished 
on  Oct.  26  from  the  pier  and  boats.  The  prize 
■  winners  on  the  pier  were  Messrs.  A.  E.  Stanley, 
Pownall,  Piers,  Parker,  Poll,  S.  Mowbey,  and  G.  C. 
Browe.  There  were  forty  members  fishing,  and  the 
total  catch  was  139  whiting  and  thirty-six  flatfish, 
weighing  2  stone  41b.  lloz.  From  the  boats  there 
were  ten  competitors,  who  brought  in  9  stone  1 21b. 
of  fish — one  cod,  388  whiting,  and  sixteen  flatfish. 
The  winners  were  Messrs.  Harrison  (201b.  6oz.)  and 
Fortescue  (181b.  2oz.).  On  Oct.  29  we  had  a  com- 
petition on  behalf  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Hospital, 
in  which  nearly  150  fished  for  twenty-six  prizes  and 
six  consolation  prizes,  which  were  all  taKen.  The 
ladies  had  a  good  share  of  same.  Our  Mayor  acted 
as  umpire,  and  the  Mayoress  presented  the  prizes. 
The  sum  obtained  for  the  hospital  was  £12  15s.  4d., 
and  for  the  Boys'  Home  £1  3s.  3Jd.  To-day 
(Tuesday)  it  is  blowing  strong  from  the  south-east, 
and  this  will  bring  the  cod  up.  Yesterday  they 
took  six  on  the  Wellington  Pier.  To-day  Mr. 
Havon  took  one  of  61b.  on  the  Britannia  Pier.  My 
son  lost  one  of  the  same  size,  and  Mrs.  Chippsrfield 
played  and  lost  a  good  fish.  Prospects  for  the  week 
are  excellent. — H.  Salinger. 

Plymouth. — Sport  has  been  fairly  good  during 
the  week,  and  both  amateurs  and  professionals  have 
been  doing  pretty  well.  The  bass  still  seem  to  be  on 
the  feed,  and  are  taking  both  the  natural  and  arti- 
ficial baits  freely.  One  of  my  fishermen  had  a  fine 
basket  of  pollack  on  Oct.  26  at  the  Tinker  buoy, 
taking  twenty-four  in  the  afternoon,  and  they  were 
all  about  the  same  size,  between  31b.  and  41b. 
Smelt  are  still  very  plentiful,  and  they  are  running 
very  large.  I  am  getting  better  reports  from  Looe 
and  the  other  Cornish  ports ;  fish  are  running  larger 
and  more  plentiful.  The  list  of  edible  fish  this 
month  include  anchovy,  shad,  herring,  sprat,  pil- 
chard, wrasses,  tub,  piper,  gurnard,  sole,  flounder, 
dab,  plaice,  marysole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  dory, 
mullet,  coalfish,  hake,  whiting,  cod,  haddock,  pout- 
ing, ling,  smelt,  skate,  ray,  and  all  shellfish.- — 
William  Heabdee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sea  angling  continues  at  a  standstill 
here  in  consequence  of  prolonged  gales  and  rains. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  is  still 
too  stormy  to  permit  of  any  fishing  being  done  in 
the  open  water  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  still  continues  fine  and 
several  anglers  have  been  at  work  in  the  harbour 
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amongst  the  small  bass  which  are  very  numerous 
just  now.  They  average  from  Jib.  to  21b..  and 
give  good  sport  on  light  tackle.  Pollack  are 
also  plentiful,  and  are  about  the  same  size. 
R.  Turner,  out  with  Haggett  last  week-end,  took  fa 
nice  pollack.  51b.  2oz.,  besides  several  smaller  ones. 
Some  large  bass  were  seen  playing  round  the  rocks 
by  the  new  breakwater,  but  they  would  not  take  any 
bait ;  evidently  they  were  after  the  smelts,  of  which 
large  numbers  were  to  be  seen.  I  have  been  after 
bass  myself  to-day  (Wednesday),  but  with  verv  little 
success,  only  one  small  fish  taken. —  Chas.  J. 
Russell. 


ilofes  from  tl)c  Wottf). 

The  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  Deveron,  and  such  like 
have  seldom  yielded  such  good  sport  as  has  been 
got  during  the  closing  week  ;  but  for  all  that  the 
angling  season  has  been  too  brief  to  be  but  a  poor 
average  one. 


Some  splendid  fish  have  been  got  both  on  the 
Dee  and  Don.  On  Oct.  24,  on  the  Kincardine 
Lodge  Dee  water,  Miss  Pickering  creeled  a  beauty 
of  31Jlb.  On  the  following  day,  on  Ballogie,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Mackay,  Aberdeen  {"Special  Scotch"),  had 
the  top  fish  of  the  season,  a  maarnificent  cock  fish 
of  38^1b.,  on  the  Ballogie  Dee  "water,  to  the  White- 
wing  Tricolour. 


On  the  Don,  at  Fintry  House,  on  Oct.  29,  Lord 
Sempil  had  a  fine  fish  of  29Jlb.  to  the  fly,  and  on 
the  Countess  of  Sufi^olk's  section  several  up  to 
301b.  have  been  creeled. 


A  fish  of  41Jlb.  was  got  by  one  of  Pirie's  workers 
on  the  Devon,  but  beyond  the  bare  fact  of  the 
weight  being  as  given  I  cannot  say  how  it  was  got. 

Some  forty-three  salmon  were  "lifted"  from  the 
lade  near  the  "  Sauch  Pot  "  on  the  Grandholm  Don 
water,  on  Oct.  27,  and  put  over  the  dykes. 

Sahnon  have  been  quite  plentiful  all  the  way  up 
to  Aboyne  on  the  Dee,  and  Monymusk  and  Alford 
on  the  Don.  The  spawning  season  will  be  one  of 
the  best  that  has  been  known  for  years. 


Mrs.  Pickering,  Kincardine,  had  forty  fish  for  six 
da\^'  angling,  which  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  bright 
flashes  of  sport  during  the  closing  days  of  an 
otherwise  worthless  season.  Her  party  consisted 
of  six  rods. 


On  Oct.  25  an  angler  pleaded  guilty  to  taking  a 
yellow  trout  during  the  close  season  from  the 
Fovem  burn,  which  runs  into  the  Ythan.  He  had 
a  fine  basket  of  sea-trout  otherwise,  but  was  not 
able  to  differentiate  between  them,  and  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  bailiffs,  who  are  certainly  doing  their 
duty  in  the  North. 


The  fly  and  the  gudgeon  have  divided  the 
honours  between  them  on  the  Dee  and  Don.  While 
the  former  has  accounted  for  nine  out  of  every  ten 
fish  got  on  the  Dee,  the  gudgeon  has  been  the  lure 
on  the  Don.  Special  Scotch 


Ppovineial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  Fishery  Board  held  their  quarterly 
meetmg  in  Bu-mingham  at  the  CouncU  Hou«e  on 
Oct.  25.  when  the  chief  item  on  the  agenda  was  the 

Lordly  Salmon  and  the  claims  of  the  netsmen  in 
the  upper  and  lo»-er  reaches.  It  will  be  interesting 
when  the  annual  report  is  issued  to  notice  the 
amounts  received  by  the  Board  for  licences  from 
the  netsmen  and  the  trout  and  coarse  fishermen 
and  which  class  receives  the  most  consideration' 
iwo  cases  of  pollution  were  reported,  and 
mat?er  to     be     taken     iA  the 

matter.     Wntmg  on  pollution,  I    am-  sorry  to 

w  ^^"^J^^  T  *°  ^^^-i'  ^hat  the  River  Sowe, 

between  Norton  Bridge  and  Strafford,  has  been 
poisoned  agam,  the  result  being  that  a  areat 
quantity  of  fish  has  been  destroyed.  that^  the 
river  has  been  depleted  for  some  seven  or  eight 

£  a  few''  P"''  "^1^         -"fa  tfa«  Bame 

fate  a  few  ye^s  [ago,  through  a  quantity  of  some 
chemical  liquid  gettmg  into  the  river.  This  tim^a 
quantity  of  creosote  has  found  its  way  iato  the 
water  by  some  means.  The  matter  wUl  be 
mvestigated,  and  strong  measures  should  be 
taken  to  prevent  this  kind  of  thing  going  on.  or 
It    may    become    a    regular   occurreice^  Some 


good  catches  of  fish  have  been  lately  had  from 
Walcot  and  from  the  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow. 
Several  barbel  have  been  taken  from  the  Trent  near 
to  Alrewas,  the  largest  being  about  5|lb.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  at  Stratford-on-Avon.  Good 
specimen  bream,  roach,  and  perch  have  been  taken, 
one  angler  taking  a  mixed  bag  of  241b.,  all  "fine 
and  large."  The  president  of  the  Hearts  of 
Oak  caught  a  nice  chub  of  51b.  from  the  Penke 
at  Acton  last  week.  Now  that  the  weeds  are  dying 
down  pike  fishing  should  be  good  in  our  local  pools. 
Fish  up  to  91b.  have  been  taken  this  week.  Brace- 
bridge  Pool,  Sutton  Park.is  just  now  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. Two  or  three  bye-contests  were  arranged  to  be 
fished  on  Oct.  28  last,  but  the  morning  turned  out 
wet  and  windy,  and,  as  a  consequence,  very  few 
of  the  contestants  turned  out  to  face  the  elements. 
It  also  did  mu3h  to  deter  others  from  going  out. 
Up  to  Oct.  28  the  weather  was  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Monday  last  was  a  fine,  bright  day,  just 
the  day  for  pike  fishing,  but  Tuesday  morning  was 
foggy  and  dark,  and  the  day  dull,  wet,  and  miserable. 
This  day  (Wednesday)  is  a  little  better,  but  if  we 
should  have  more  rain  the  prospects  of  river  fishing 
wUl  not  be  very  encouraging. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

It  is  a  long  time  since  we  had  such  a  sequence  of 
good  days  with  the  pike-rod.  The  continuance  of 
the  open  weather  has  induced  scores  of  visitors  to 
try  theirl  luck  on  the  Witham,  and  very  few  have 
gone  away  disappointed.  Scarcely  any  of  the 
middle  or  lower  reaches  have  fished  amiss,  and  it 

has  been  almost  impossible  to  use  a  wrong  bait  the 

artificial  spinner  and  the  live  bait  having  been  used 
with  equal  success.  The  best  accounts  are  probably 
to  hand  from  the  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Dog- 
dyke  districts,  where  pike  weighing  up  to  141b.  have 
been  killed.  A  friend  of  the  writer's  "took"  six 
and  a  half  brace  at  the  end  of  last  week,  varying 
from  lOJlb.  down  to  31b.  Another  angler  killed 
five  brace  on  the  same  day,  including  one  of  111b 
and  another  of  Sflb.  These  latter  fell  to  the 
spoon.  Here  and  there  fishermen  have  been  seen 
after  the  roach,  but  this  branch  of  sport  is  not  now 
meetmg  with  the  success  it  did  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  the  pike-rods  considerably  predominate. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  our  local  anglers  have 
been  domg  well  amongst  scale  fish,  for  instance, 
on  Oct.  25,  Messrs.  Barlow  and  Phillipson,  of 
the  North  Myton  AngUng  Association,  did 
remarkably  w-ell  on  the  River  Ludd  at  Austin 
i-en.  Mr.  Barlow  securing  about  four  stone  of 
good  roach  with  maggot,  and  Mr.  Phillipson  had 
about  one-and-a-half  stone  of  nice  roach  with  the 
coloured  maggot.  The  Grimsby  anglers  have  also 
had  nice  catches  at  both  Firebeacon  and  Thoresby 
on  the  same  river,  and  from  Fulstow  to  Tetne'y 
Lock  pike  are  taking  live  bait  freely,  so  that  om- 
local  anglers  may  look  out  for  a  treat  should  the 
weather  become  a  little  frosty.  The  River  HuU  is 
now  in  farst-elass  order  either  for  roach  or  pike  fish- 
ing. Several  good  catches  are  now  being  made  in 
the  lower  portion  at  Beverley  Beck  end  and  down 
to  Dunswell;  the  best  bait  for  roach  just 
now  13  fishing  on  the  bottom  with  paste,  but 
I  must  say  m  Ught  angling  with  a  very  small  lead. 
Pike  fishing  on  the  Market  W^eighton  Canal  is  now 
at  Its  best,  but  by  hve  baiting,  the  spoon  not  taking 
so  weU  until  the  frosty  weather  sets  in.  Ancholme 
anglers  are  now  doing  best  in  pike  fishing. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  rods  have  been  out  about  here  for  the 
past  week,  and  those  that  have  been  have  done  but 
very  little.  We  have  had  our  first  touch  of  winter 
and  the  back  fells  are  now  white  with  snow,  while 
on  Monday  last  the  low  lands  in  the  Penrith  district 
were  covered.  A  few  herling  may  be  picked 
up  for  about  a  couple  of  hours  at  midday  with  the 
small  trout  flies,  and  ;  Messrs.  Gravson,  Pollitt, 
Garnett  Parkin,  Bigland,  Hayes,  and  Captain 
Morns  have  all  been  more  or  less  successful— 
mostly  less— amongst  these  fish  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Kent.  Crosthwaite  and  Unden- 
barrow  becks  are  both  turning  out  a  good  lot 
of  sea-trout  just  now,  the  fish  having  had  a  good 
chance  to  run  during  the  recent  heavy  waters 
Worm  IS  doing  most  execution  amongst  the  legal 
methods  on  these  latter  streams.  Thwe  have  been 
some  fine  waters  in  the  Lune,  but  I  do  not  hear 
of    much    bemg    done  ;    probably    the  snow 

Wt'^=r'°  ?^-Sin    Fells,    will  have 

put  the  salmon  off  feed. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  end  simply  ruined 
aU  chances  of  sport  in  all  waters.  Contests  were 
abandoned  willmgly,  and  it  was  a  good  thing  for 


the  different  "houses"  visited.  Some  rivers  de- 
clined to  stop  in  their  beds,  and  did  a  little 
trespassing.  Canals  received  such  a  lot  of  top 
water  as  to  be  unfishable.  A  few  clubs  expecting 
consignments  of  fish  received  wires  that  fenders 
could  not  net  owing  to  weather.  The  Lune  and 
Hollin  have  suffered  from  floods.  No  reports  from 
Ribble  and  Wyre. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  link  with  the  past  generation  of  anglers  has 
been  severed  by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Evans  in 
his  ninety-first  year.  He  was  probably  the 
oldest  of  the  Ardwick  school  of  anglers,  and  highlv 
respected.  Death  has  also  robbed  the  "Royals" 
of  their  genial  host,  Mr.  John  Mills.  City  rods 
in  the  Llanymynech  district  have  enjoyed  better 
sport  since  the  heavy  waters  subsided.  A  city  rod 
at  Crieff  reports  heavy  waters,  but  no  sport.  Still 
another  city  rod  at  Colwyn  Bay  reports  indifferent 
sea-fishing,  even  the  boatmen  failing.  The  West 
Salford  Challenge  Shield  will  be  pre.sented  to  the 
Duchy  anglers  by  Councillor  Hampson  on  Nov.  7. 
The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  announced  the 
president's  smoker  for  Nov.  12. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  heavily  on  Simday  and  Tuesday,  and  the 
Trent  at  the  period  of  writing  was  rising  rapidly. 
We  were  evidently  in  for  a  big  water.  Previously, 
angling  had  been  vigorously  carried  on,  and  nearly 
all  classes  of  fishermen  had  obtained  or  enjoyed 
sport  above  the  average  for  the  time  of  year.  On 
the  Shardlow  section  on  Saturday,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Birks  had  thirty-four  chub 
between  them,  the  latter  hooking  and  landing  six 
fish  in  as  many  swims.  His  heaviest  was  about 
3ilb.,  that  of  Mr.  Wallis  about  31b.  Both  gentle- 
men rehed  on  greaves  by  way  of  hook-bait,  and  the 
same  kind  of  lure  produced  "about  301b.  of  chub  to 
the  rods  of  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  in  the 
RoUeston  district.  Some  capital  bags  of  roach  and 
dace  were  made  before  the  rise  bv  Mr.  H  Briggs, 
Mr.  J.  Greaves,  and  Mr.  A.  Tomlinson ;  and  at 
Kelham,  Mr.  J.  Cullen  and  Mr.  A.  Whitty  secured 
seven  very  choice  pike  with  the  live-bait.  Pike 
were  also  caught  at  Stoke,  Hazleford  (Island),  and 
Kineton  Hills.  On  Saturday,  members  of  the  City 
Waltonian  Society  engaged  in  a  match  for  prizes  at 
Wilford.  Thirty-three  took  part,  and  after  a  keen 
competition  extending  over  two  hours  the  leading 
awards  were  won  by  Mr.  E.  Hall  and  Mr.  C.  Qoarm. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  frequent  hea-i  y  and  continuous  rains  in  most 
districts  have  kept  anglers  at  home,  to  turn  their 
attentii)n  to  other  forms  of  sport  and  recreation.  In 
Yorkshire  the  downfalls  continue  at  short  intervals, 
and  have  been  particularly  heavy  in  the  York  district. 
On  Tuesday  some  localities  were  visited  in  the  after- 
noon by  a  snowstorm,  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
bghtning.  and  preceded  and  followed  by  drenching 
rams.  The  rivers  have  for  some  days  been  flooded, 
and  this  week  have  in  several  instances  overflowed 
their  banks.  Of  course  angling  is  out  of  the  (luestion. 
and  were  the  streams  to  clear  rapidly  probably  it 
would  be  foimd  that  for  a  while  fish  would  fight  shy 
of  all  bait,  having  been  surfeited  by  the  indulgence 
afforded  by  successive  spates.  If  the  weather  im- 
proves and  the  rivers  run  low  and  clearer,  and  a  few 
good  spells  of  frost  are  experienced,  there  should  be 
enjoyable  early  winter  fishing.  The  weather  fore- 
casts point  to  a  lower  temperature  than  of  late,  with 
fairer  conditions  generally. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  lias  been  stormy  and  wet  since  last 
report,  and  but  little  angling  has  been  done.  Sea 
fashmg  has  been  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and 
probably  will  not  be  resumed  at  many  of  the 
principal  stations  this  year.  At  a  general  meeting 
of  the  KiUarney  Fishery  Conservators  which  was 
held  recently  a  resolution  was  passed  thanking 
Sergeant  Broderick  and  constables  Corrv  and  Conlan, 
of  the  Castleisland  district,  for  their  exertions  in 
enforcing  the  fishery  laws,  whereby  two  men  had 
been  brought  to  justice  for  poisoning  part  of  the 
River  Brown  Flesk  with  lime.  A  resolution  was 
a^o  agreed  to  "expressing  regret  at  the  contem- 
plated extensive  reduction  of  the  Royal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  in  the  absence  of  an  adequate  force 
of  police,  the  impossibility  of  the  preservation  of 
the  spawning  fish  in  the  several  streams  and  rivers 
in  Ireland.  '  The  accounts  to  hand  from  the  earUer 
spawning  rivers  are  satisfactory. 

North  of  Ibelajjd. 
The  season  came  to  a  close  on  Oct.  31  The 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  season  closed  a  little  bit 
better  than  was  anticipated.  There  is  some  talk 
of  a  movement  having  for  its  object  the 
opening  of  the  Bush,   co.  Antrim,   during  the 
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month  of  October.  The  angling  season  at 
present  closes  on  the  last  day  of  September. 
At  Newry  Petty  Sessions  last  week,  Mr.  Bull,  R.M., 
in  the  chair,  a  farmer,  named  Michael  Mallon.  was 
prosecuted  for  allowing  flaxwater  to  flow  into  Cam- 
lough  Lake,  thereby  polluting  it.  Additional  interest 
was  centred  in  the  case  as  Newry  derived  its  water 
supply  from  the  lake  in  question.  A  water  baUifi 
proved  the  offence.  The  defence  was  that  water 
could  not  flow  uphill.  Mr.  Bull  considered  it  a 
serious  affair  to  pollute  the  lake,  and  fined  the 
defendant  in  5s.  and  coats. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Oct.  24  Mr.  Armitage  was  in 
the  chair.  A  gentleman  was  nominated  for  mem- 
bership. Messrs.  H.  Adams  and  E.  Blagrave,  who 
had  attended  the  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates 
to  the  Anglers'  Association,  were  suitably  thanked 
for  the  report  they  gave  of  thg  proceedings  at  that 
meeting.  It  was  announced  that  Messrs.  H.  Adams, 
Leroux,  Wilkins,  and  Yarham  had  beaten  their 
respective  opponents  in  the  second  round  for  the 
club  cup.  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  brought  up  131b.  of 
barbel  and  a  chub  from  Taplow,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Donstone  had  visited  Shepperton  and  taken 
jack,  the  latter  getting  one  of  about  6|lb.  We 
fished  a  "  sides  "  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Oct.  28, 
when  Mr.  Armitage's  side  proved  victorious  over 
Mr.  T.  Adams'  side  by  5oz.  The  princioal  con- 
tributor for  the  winners  was  Mr.  Metz,  and  for  the 
losers  Mr.  E.  Blagrave.  The  takes  of  fish,  however, 
were  not  large,  but  there  was  a  fair  show  considering 
the  very  rough  weather  and  bright  state  of  the 
water.— E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.' 
Supper  and  Musical  Evening. 
Despite  the  deterrent  effects  of  Jupiter  Pluvius 
— in  his  wettest  and  most  persistent  mood — the 
"social  supper"  and  musical  evening,  held  at 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  on  Tuesday  last,  was  a 
triumphant  success,  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  most  efficiently 
presiding,  and  guiding  the  proceedings  throughout 
to  a  very  happy  and  successful  finish.  An  abun- 
dant repast — capitally  served — having  been  dis- 
cussed, the  very  large  company  proceeded  to  enjoy 
a  very  fine  musical  and  general  programme,  which 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox — musical  director  tor  the  evening — 
had  prepared ;  there  was  but  a  small  toast  list, 
however,  that  of  the  C.L.P.S.  was  a  most  interest- 
ing one  to  members,  as  the  chairman,  after  a  capital 
speech  respecting  the  society — its  methods,  aims, 
and  objects — called  upon  Mr.  Cox  to  make  a  state- 
ment respecting  a  very  important  matter,  which 
turned  out  to  be  that  the  society  was  at  .present 
negotiating  to  acquire  fishing  rights  on  some 
exceedingly  desirable  waters.  This  toast  (C.L.P.S.), 
of  course — and,  in  fact,  all  of  them — was  received 
with  great  enthusiasm;  and  speech,  song,  toast, 
recitation,  each  of  them  most  enjoyable  in  their 
way,  followed  with  delightful  rapidity,  making  a 
long  evening  all  too  short.  Capital  songs,  recita- 
tions, etc.,  were  most  admirably  given  by  Miss 
Fountain,  and  Messrs.  Cox,  Cross,  Loneon,  jun., 
Hurren,  Prim,  Merritt,  Norman,  and  Malin,  whilst 
Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett  most  efficiently  presided  at  the 
piano.  In  responding  for  "Tho  Press,"  Mr. 
Jackson  (Angrier*'  News)  caused  great  amusement  by 
his  quaintly  humorous  remarks,  whilst  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak"  of  the  People)  was  equally 
felicitous.  Votes  of  thanks  to  "  The  Visitors  and 
Ladies,"  to  '  The  Artistes,"  to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  the 
chairman  and  the  honorary  secretary,  together 
with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and  the  National  Anthem, 
brought  to  a  close  an  entertainment  most  enjoyable 
throughout. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Dr.  P.  J.  Spencer  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  30,  the  miserable  weather 
prevailingaccountingforasmall  attendance.  Fishing 
reports  ruled  poor,  but  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  reported  having 
taken  some  lice  roach.  Several  members  spent  the 
week  end  at  Lowestoft  where  whiting  and  codling  were 
taken  in  plenty.  The  Claremont  pier  record  showed 
that  on  Oct.  27  over  4000  fish  were  captured.  The 
comfort  of  the  sea-angler  is  here  a  matter  of  con- 
siderable attention,  tables  and  fixed  cutting  boards 
being  found  at  frequent  intervals  from  one  end  of 
the  pier  to  the  other.  An  attendant  is  on  duty  to 
land  the  larger  fish,  and  tea  and  coffee  are  provided 
to  the  angler  without  any  necessity  on  his  part  for 
leaving  his  "pitch."  Such  concessions  as  these 
deserve  recognition,  and  the  number  of  anglers 
visiting  this  popular  resort  show  that  the  efforts  of 
the  pier  people  are  thoroughly  appreciated.  The 
report  from  Kelvedon  shows  that  the  river  is 
getting  a  good  flushing,  and  reaching  should  much 
improve.  The  committee  meeting  on  Nov.  6  will 
commence  at  7  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 


Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  at  the  meeting  on 
Oct.  31.  Since  our  last  report  our  members  have 
had  a  number  of  good  specimens  from  our  Barford 
fishery.  On  the  occasion  of  the  club  outing  to  this 
flshery,  Mr.  W.  Cox  had  the  best  fish,  a  pike  of 
13:Jlb.,  and  several  smaller  ones.  The  water  is  still 
low  and  weedy ;  a  few  sharp  frosts  and  a  push  of 
water  will  improve  the  chances  of  the  pike  fisher- 
men. Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  weighed  in  from  our 
fishery  321b.  of  pike  and  perch,  best  pike  7ilb.,  also 
a  nice  grayling  of  lib.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  a 
number  of  good  pike  and  perch,  the  latter  up  to 
lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Westrup  101b.  of  chub,  largest 
fish  31b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Elhs  Forbes  a  nice  even  lot  of 
roach,  well  over  a  pound  each  ;  Mr.  J.  Potter  has 
landed  a  brace  of  good  pike ;  and  Messrs.  C.  L. 
Scholefield  and  C.  E.  Roberts  have  helped  to  main- 
tain the  reputation  of  our  Barford  fishery  with  some 
good  class  pike,  perch,  and  roach.  Mr.  Attwood 
has  taken,  in  addition  to  the  above,  a  roach  of 
1  lb.  lloz.,  and  another  specimen  grayling  weighing 
just  under  two  pounds.  The  "Emerald  Isle," 
which  was  produced  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  last  by  our  musical  director, 
Mr.  A.  C.  Chapman,  assisted  by  a  number  of  mem- 
bers, was  a  great  success,  the  institute  being  packed 
on  both  evenings  with  an  enthusiastic  audience. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 

The  quarterly  meeting  is  fixed  for  Nov.  3  at  head- 
quarters at  eight  o'clock. — W.  J.  Povey,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  and  gave  a  full  account  of  his  successful 
salmon-fishing  in  the  Tweed,  particulars  of  which 
have  already  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf  added  the  further  information  that 
the  killing  fly  was  the  "  Wilkinson,"  and  that  the 
weight  of  his  captures  was  2281b.  in  all. 
Messrs.  Poole  and  Blundell  fished  the  Kennet  at 
Halfway,  but  had  very  poor  sport.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  at  Hitchin  got  a  nice  rainbow  of  1  lb.  8oz. 
and  several  brown  trout,  the  latter  were  returned. 
Mr.  Walsh  took  a  jack  of  41b.  8oz.  at  Uxbridge  but 
Mr.  Fletcher  found  the  roach  quite  off  feed.  The 
annual  supper  takes  place  towards  the  end  of  the 
present  month.  Particulars  will  be  duly  forwarded 
to  members. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  occupied 
the  business  chair.  Reports  from  stations : 
Lowestoft  best  week  for  whiting  experienced 
for  many  years.  Total  for  week  from  pier, 
11,615;  codling,  twenty-eight.  Saturday  was 
the  record  day,  whiting  caught  4,676.  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Mr.  Skinner,  off  pier,  had  soles  lUp  to 
I'llh.  Burnham-on-Crouch,  six,  seven,  and  ten 
score  whiting  per  boat.  Deal,  a  few  good  cod  landed. 
Brighton  much  as  usual,  cod  up  to  lOJlb.  At 
Swansea,  pollack  and  mullet  well  on  feed,  one 
angler  ten  mullet  and  a  conger,  another  eight 
mullet  and  thirteen  pollack.  Sea  rough.  Weather 
coarse  and  changeable. 

Mr.  Pickup,  the  secretary,  gave  the  particulars  of 
the  forthcoming  competition  of  the  Deal  and 
Walmer  Club,  Pier  on  Nov.  3,  4,  and  5,  and  boat, 
Nov.  10,  11,  and  12,  and  the  consequent  festivities. 
Prizes  in  cups  and  medals  many  and  valuable.  Also 
the  paper  on  Wednesday  next  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo, 
on  "  Tarpon  Fishing,"  in  Clifford's  Inn  Hall,  at  8. 
This  paper  will  be  illustrated  by  the  tackle  and 
rods  used. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehns- 
dorf, who  called  upon  Mr.  Gteorge  Harry  Howard  to 
read  his  paper  upon  "  Sea  Angling." 

Mr.  Howard  ("  Dragnet "),  as  a  very  old  member, 
and  one  much  liked,  on  rising  was  very  cordially 
received,  and  at  once  addressed  himself  to  the 
subject.  After  very  humorously  describing  when 
and  how  he  was  induced  to  promise  this  paper 
by  what  he  described  as  the  most  energetic 
entertainment  sub  -  committee  of  the  society, 
impersonated  by  Mr.  Mallett,  he  said  he  could  not 
refrain  from  harking  back  to  the  inception  of  the 
society  on  the  memorable  Feb  3,  1893,  at  the 
Swallow  Rooms  in  Piccadilly.  He  had  then  been 
long  identified  with  angling  sport  in  fresh  waters.  and 
had  watched  its  rapid  development  until  even  in 
these  days  angling  pitches  had  become  too  few  for  the 
eager  sportsman,  and  some  development  was  need- 
ful. In  his  anghng  newspaper  of  that  day  he  pointed 
out  the  need  of  development  and  indicated  its  trend, 
in  the  direction  of  the  sea,  free  to  all  and  full  of  fish. 
Sea  anglers  existed  certainly,  but  the  proposal  to 
bind  them  together  in  a  society  is  as  rapidly  and 


energetically  taken  up.  How  the  hope  was  realised 
is  now  a  matter  of  history.  It  was  the  work  of 
many  energetic  men ;  some,  having  done  their  work, 
have  departed,  and  we  see  them  no  more.  Around 
him  he  saw  some  of  the  survivals  and  a  host  of  new 
men  carrying  on  the  old  work  in  grand  style. 

The  Society  has  demonstrated  the  power  and  use- 
fulness of  a  good  committee.  It  has  always  had 
one.  Their  life  has  been  continuous,  and  the  Society 
has  never  depended  upon  any  one  man.  The  devolu- 
tion of  their  power  and  energy  and  work  to  active 
sub-committees  has  really  been  an  object  lesson  to  the 
times.  It  had  been  continuous — in  season  and  out 
of  season — and  the  result,  over  a  thousand  members, 
a  sound  financial  position,  frequent  meetings,  able 
papers,  good  premises,  the  museum  and  the  librai  y. 
and  a  perfect  organisation  of  stations  round,  were 
results  that  had  far  surpassed  his,  even  then, 
sanguine  expectations.  v 

The  work  done  by  all — officers  and  committeemen 
— had  been  strenuous,  single-eyed,  and  continuous, 
and  richly  they  deserved  the  credit  attaching  to 
success. 

In  the  old  days  he  had  referred  to  the  coarse  fisher 
who  was  mainly  confined  to  waters  near  London. 
He  had  been  one  of  those  instrumental  in  enlarging 
that  area  by  assisting  in  obtaining  concessions  from 
the  railway,  giving  cheap  access  to  places  farther 
afield,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  angling  sport  soon 
filled  up  even  this  void,  and  the  society  very  properly 
and  successfully  addressed  itself  to  the  difficulty  and 
obtained  the  concessions  still  operating  from  the 
South-Ea«tern  and  Chatham  Railway.  That  these 
may  increase  was  Mr.  Howard's  great  desire  and 
hope.  "  Privilege  "  was  dear  to  the  English  mind. 
One  great  argument  used  was  that  sea  angling 
seasons  were  at  their  best  just  when  fresh- water 
angling  was  "  off,"  and  that  there  was  no  close 
time  in  the  sea.  Yet  at  that  time  their  tackle  was 
rough  and  so  were  the  modes  of  sea  angling. 
But  we  have  now  "  changed  all  that."  ■"  Capiantur 
Arundine  Pisces  "  was  adopted  as  the  motto  of  the 
Society,  and  has  been  acted  up  to,  as  the  recent 
Tackle  Show  amply  demonstrated.  Sea  fishing  was 
one  thing — the  catching  of  fish  anyhow  for  food  and 
profit — the  sport  of  sea  anghng  was  another  matter, 
and  well  had  the  Society  established,  watched,  and 
cared  for  the  sport  which,  unlike  many  other  forms, 
had  been  kept  clean  and  pure.  And  the  "  Capiantur 
Crew  "  had  gone  further  than  that,  and  could  really 
tell  you  that  a  Scotto  Oobius  is  not  a  Perca  fluviatules, 
and  explain  it ;  and  if  they  are  doubted  out  comes 
the  specimen  in  a  bottle  from  the  museum  shelves, 
and  then,  where  are  you  ? 

The  raison  d'etre  of  the  Society  lies  certainly  in  its 
camaraderie — the  fashionable  "  entente."  All  meet 
under  one  banner  for  each  others  welfareand  happi- 
ness. Mr.  Howard  then  went  carefully  into  the 
consideration  of  the  new  development  of  the 
"Festivals."  Certainly  he  said  they  were  got  up 
for  the  benefit  of  the  good  towns  where  they  were 
held,  and  the  Mayor  did  take  the  chair. 

The  local  tradesmen  did  provide  |prizes,  and  lots 
of  them,  and  they  all  boomed  it.  And  why  not  ? 
Was  there  not  room  for  all — for  something  more 
than  the  Society's  sportsmanlike  competitions  ? 
Yes ;  the  festival  had  come  to  stay,  and  under  the 
aegis  of  the  British  Council  of  Sea  Anglers  fairness 
would  obtain  and  true  sport  would  be  minded,  i  But 
the  lecturer  reserved  a  full  handling  of  this  big 
subject  for  a  paper  at  some  future  time,  and  closed  an 
interesting  paper  with  some  funny  and  characteristic 
sketches  ot  his  daily  duties  on  the  Fishing  Qazette. 
A  ripple  of  laughter  accompanied  him' throughout, 
and — best  evidence  of  all — it  was  found  that  the 
hour  was  later  than  expected.  "  Time  had  slipped 
away." 

Discussion  followed  upon  "  Sea  Angling."  Groimd 
bait  was  dealt  with,  and  a  new  apparatus  for  its 
use  shown,  soon,  no  doubt,  to  be  patented.  Mr. 
Arthur  W.  Spence,  a  visitor,  made  some  pertinent 
remarks  upon  the  subject,  defining  its  use  as  being 
the  detaining  and  retaining  the  fish  as  it 
passed,  so  that  it  might  be  caught.  He  denied 
that  ground  bait  attracted  fish,  and  said  that 
a  net  of  cockle-shells  was  fine  ground  bait 
The'fish  was  a  curious  animal,  and  all  you  had  to  do 
was  to  excite  his  curiosity.  Messrs.  A.  W.  Parker, 
Hyde,  Boyton,  Nickels,  Powell,  Mallett,  the  chair- 
man and  the  secretary  kept  up  the  discussion, 
attention  being  (  drawn  to  the'  big  and  valuable 
prizes  given  at  competitions  for  very  small  takes  of 
very  small  fish,  the  policy  of  giving  valuable  prizes 
at  festivals  being  held  by  some  as  fatal  to  the  true 
sport. 

Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  and  some 
nice  remarks  made  by  the  chairman  in  commendation 
of  the  lecturer. 

The  Secretary  annovmced  that  next  Wednesday 
at  eight,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  would  read  his  paper  on 
"  Tarpon  Fishing,"  at  Clifford's  Inn  Hall.  Tackle 
and  rods  would  be  exhibited  and  a  demonstration 
given. — H.  P. 
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TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 
COMPANY. 


FOR  SALE. 

Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow! 
Trout. 


Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY,  | 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 


Box  sent  Post  Free  for  Bit, 

FREWIN'S 

ESPECIAL  NAILS  1 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


*) 

(0 

Ui  For  Fishing  and  ^ 
Ui  Shooting^  Brogues  ^ 
^         and  Boots.  G) 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, " 
LONDON,  S.E. 


For 

Preserving  and  Waterproofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles. 

NO  "  RUBBING  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE    ■!    **  2/-  &  4/-  each,  or 
 '    1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  free. 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from— 
The    IVIa,rS    Oil    Co.,    10  &  12,  MUton  street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


Tou  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  EconomicaL 


V 


p.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CUSS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 
PERTH, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRSTGLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
OTen  Gold  and  Px?lze  XSedals  Awarded. 

Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  81. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


HERNE  BAY  ANNUAL  FESTIVAL, 

NOVEMBER  3rd,  4tli,  anil  Stit. 


FISHING    FROiVI    PIER    AND  BOATS. 

Prize  List  includes  : 
SILVER   TROPHY,    VALUE   100  GUINEAS, 

Two  Gold  Medals,  numerous  Silver  Medals,  and  Fishing  Tackle. 

I  For  Particulars  and  Entry  Forms  apply,  Joseph  Gbippeh,  Hon.  Sec,  Herne  Bay. 


AND  CO.  Ltd. 


By  Appointment 
Gunmakers  to 

HIS  MAJE.STY  THE  KING. 
H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Connaueht. 
H  I.M.  The  Shah  of  Persia. 


THE 


UNQUALIFIED 


OPINION 


OF  A  GREAT 


AUTHORITY. 


p 


HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

1906=7  Price  List  of  Trout,  Water  Plants,   Fish  Food,  &c 
Apply  MANAQBR,  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


Soap 


pecially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


B7  THB 


ISHING  GAZETTE 

iPROUT'S  DUBBIN 


THE  FARIO  FISHERY, 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Proprietor  L.  MASON. 

Cannot  be  beaten  for  the  best  British  BROWN  TROUT  and 
thoroughly  acclimatized  RAINBOWS.  Two-year-olds  a  speciaUty, 
reared  in  pure  spring:  water  direct  from  the  chalk.  Yearlino-s  from 
£8  per  thousand  ;  Two-year-olds  from  £30.  All  varieties  of  Natural 
Food  and  "Water  Plants. 

  Apply-E.  B.  CRIERSON,  IVIanager. 


— will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
ROUIM  PKESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
.1.  M  SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
^TEN"^  rendering  them  imperious  to  the  wet, 
*"  *1         preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 

Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Gold  Medal  Awards— 
ample  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and| 
it  2  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition.  190S.  ' 
all  Bootmakers,  Storee,  &c..  Sd.,6d.,  l/-,l/6  per  box 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Btraat,  London,  W. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 

"ESCO 

WHEAT. 


99 


vbbi 


Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


/4rfrf;-eis;— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St..  Blaekfrlars,  London.  S.E. 


Has  found 

Many  Friends, 

but  its 

ENEMIES 

are  Legion. 

The  former  include 

FISHERMEN,  TRAVELLERS,  TOURISTS 

Among  the  latter  are 
MOSQUITOES,  GNATS,  MIDGES: 

They  give  it  a  wide  berth. 

FRANK  A.  B,0OERS,Si7,0A'/8crfSf.,  LONDON,  W. 


"  We    have  spent 
some  time  in  examin- 
ing and   testing  both 
the  Cane-built  and 
Greenheart    Rods  of 
.Messrs.  Westley 
Richards.     In  care  of 
construction  and  finish 
down  to  the  minutest 
details  we  have  seen 
nothing  to  surpass 
them." — The  Editor 
of  County  Gentleman 
and  Land a7td  fVater.^ 
Oct.  20th,  1906 


SEND  FOR  LIST. 


12,  Corporation  Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Telegrams  :—"  Deeley." 
Telephone  3417  Birmingham. 
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Another  honoured  and  revered  name  amongst 
anglers  has  been  struck  off  the  roll  by  the  relentless 
hand  of  Death.  A  letter  to  mo  from  his  son,  on 
Oct.  27,  was  to  the  following  effect: — "My  father, 
Mr.  George  Manning,  passed  away  in  liis  sleep  on 
Tuesday  morning,  Oct.  23,  at  19,  Blackstone-road, 
London  Fields.  His  end  indeed  was  peace."  Truly, 
in  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death.  When  last  I 
saw  him  he  was  as  enthusiastic  as  ever  on  angling 
and  benevolence.  On  November  17,  1894,  under 
the  title  of  "  Men  we  Meet,"  this  is  what  I  said 
about  him  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  : — 

•  •  •  • 

"  Mr.  G.  Manning 
became  a  member  of  the  Pine  Apple  Angling  Society 
in  1857,  and  continued  a  working  member  of  various 
clubs  to  the  present  day.  In  1872  he  attended  the 
delegate  meeting  called  for  the  issue  of  the  first 
privilege  ticket.  He  gave  the  association  its  name, 
•  The  United  London  Anglers'  Central  Committee,' 
which  name  it  retained  for  many  years.  He  was 
instrumental,  on  behalf  of  the  United  London 
Anglers,  and  Mr.  Geen  for  the  West  Central,  in 
bringing  about  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  associ- 
ations. Mr.  Manning  also  heloed  to  float  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  and  addressed  many 
meetings  on  its  behalf.  In  1874,  in  conjunction 
with  a  few  friends,  he  formed  a  new  club,  the  Izaak 
Walton,  which  now  numbers  over  one  hundred 
members.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  senior 
trustee  to  the  Anglers'  Association  and  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  and  is  beloved  and  respected 
by  aU  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact." 


Mb.  F.  E.  Blakeley,  of  Bedford,  has  had  a 
month's;  holiday  at  Mendham,  in  Norfolk,  during 
which  time  he  has  taken  some  good  fish.  On  one 
day  he  captured  fourteen  roach  which  weighed 
17Jlb.,  the  smallest  13oz..  the  largest  lib.  lloz. 
The  photo  he  sends  would  not  reproduce  properly 
in  the' Fishing  Oazette,  so  that  the  mere  narration 
of  a  "  Good  Morning's  Sport "  must  sufiSce. 


Mr.  Richard  Starkey,  of  Waltharastow,  fishing 
the  Tottenham  Reservoirs,  has  had  the  good  fortune 
to  land  in  four  days'  fishing  in  October  forty-six 
pike  weighing  2061b.  and  five  perch  weighing  5^1b. ; 
the  three  best  fish  weighed  lO^lb.,  9|lb.,  and  9lb. 
His  best  day  was  on  Saturday,  Oct.  20,  when  he 
secured  what  is  said  to  be  the  "record  take"  of  the 
Metropolitan  Reservoirs  by  landing  twenty  pike 
weighing  871b.  and  one  perch  of  1  lb.  The  largest 
pike  weighed  lOJlb.,  the  smallest  3 Jib. 

«  •  «  ♦ 

Another  nice  take  of  fish  is  worthy  of  record. 
On  Oct.  3  (says  the  local  correspondent  to  the 
B.S.A.S.),  Mr.  J.  A.  McLoughlin,  who  hails  from 
Claoton-on-Sea,  and  was  staying  at  the  Marine 
Hotel,  Instow,  N.  Devon,  captured  nineteen  bass 
weighing  441b.    The  boatman  was  R.  Smallbridge. 


The  "Social  Supper"  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  on  Tuesday  evening,  in  spite  of  cold 
and  rain,  was  most  enjoyable  and  successful.  A 
goodly  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  presided 
over  by  a  popular  chairman,  and  such  a  musical 
director  as  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  not  forgetting  the 
splendid  repast  provided  by  the  host  of  Mason's 
Hall  Tavern,  what  else  could  be_  recorded  ?  I  am 
sorry  not  to  have  been  present,  as_I  had  anticipated, 
but  the  loss  is  mine. 


Sttnday  last  was,  indeed,  a  day  when  sea  anglers 
might  have  been  expected  nearer  the  coal  than  the 
coast,  but  Messrs.  Hirst,  Simpson,  and  Spence, 
fishing  for  four  hours  with  Isaac  Orman  at  Shore- 
ham,  maintain  that  appointments  are  sacred,  in 
apite  of  Isaac's  warning  that  his  Secret  would  be  the 
only  boat  visible.  I  hear  it  was  a  question  of  lar- 
board to  starboard  the  whole  time,  but,  taking 
things  very  philosophically,  and  the  motion  of  the 
boat  not  interfering  with  the  action  of  their 
stomachs,  it  was  simply  a  question  of  nulla  vestigia 
retrorsum,  matters  only  becoming  embarrassing 
later  through  the  rising  of  the  sea.  Pleasures  are 
of  course  varied,  and  perhaps  it  is  as  well  to  chance 
success,  malgri  the  elements ;  otherwise  delicate 
morsels  would  become  too  scarce  at  times  for 
epicures. 


Sea  Festivals  and  Competitions. 
The  first  annual  club  festival  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  anglers  was  held  on  Oct.  23,  24,  and 
25,  an  account  of  which  appears  on  p.  341. 

•  •  •  • 

Another  popular  festival  was  the  Folkestone  boat 
competition,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  27,  28,  and 
29.    The  official  report  appears  on  p.  34  L  The 


full  account  of  the  three-days'  pier  competition 
appeared  in  our  last  issue. 

«  «  *  * 

The  Deal  and  Walmer  Angling  Association,  which 
is  affiliated  to  the  B.S.A.S.,  will  commence  their 
second  annual  sea  angling  festival  from  the  pier 
to-day,  (Nov.  3),  and  it  will  be  continued  on  Nov.  4 
and  5.  Next  week  the  competition  will  be  from 
boats  (Nov.  10,  11  and  12).  For  further  particulars 
see  advertisement  on  p.  iii. 

»  *  »  • 

Yet  another  always-popular  event  (the  Heme 
Bay  annual  festival)  takes  place  on  the  same  three 
days — Nov.  3,  4,  and  5,  from  Pier  and  Boats.  The 
prizes,  which  are  valuable  and  numerous,  include  a 
silver  trophy  valued  at  one  hundred  guineas.  Mr. 
Joseph  Gripper,  hon.  sec.  Heme  Bay,  will  give 
every  assistance  to  competitors. 

•  •  ♦  • 

The  next  to  claim  attention  is  the  British  Sea 
Anglers"  Society's  competition  at  Deal.  The  fishing 
will  be  from  the  pier  on  Nov.  17  and  18,  and  from 
boats  on  Nov.  24,  25,  and  26.  As  only  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  are  eligible  to  compete  full  particulars 
and  rules  have  been  posted  to  them. 


"  My  Best  Kentucky  Reel." 
"To  my  friend.  Hon.  Grover  Cleveland,  I  be- 
queath my  best  Kentucky  reel." — Will  of  Joseph 
Jefferson,  codicil  dated  Oct.  27,  1904. 

Dear  friend,  I  nevermore  shall  hear 

Your  shout  above  the  rushing  stream, 
Nor  see  your  struggling  captive  leap 

Where  rainbows  o'er  the  rapids  gleam. 
But,  ah  !  for  sake  of  old  lang  syne. 

For  sake  of  friendship  lang  and  leal, 
Take,  with  a  comrade's  lasting  love. 
My  best  Kentucky  reel. 

How  oft  your  ardent  eyes  have  said, 

"  Ah  me  !  how  beautiful  and  rare. 
With  music  in  its  silken  click. 

And  graven  with  such  loving  care  ! " 
You  never  said,  "I'd  like  it,  Joe; 

I  envy  you  from  head  to  heel "  ; 
But,  Grover,  well  I  knew  you  craved 

My  best  Kentucky  reel ! 

And  now  it's  yours,  fond  friend  and  best. 

Your  undisputed  own  for  aye, 
To  sing  to  you  beside  the  stream 

Through  many  a  bloom-white  April  day — 
To  sing,  I  fain  would  think,  of  me. 

When  soft  thoughts  o'er  your  spirit  steal, 
And  you  can  hear  me  prating  of 

My  best  Kentucky  reel. 

I  pray  you  treat  it  well,  old  chum. 

And  keep  it  oiled  and  polished  bright, 
And  never  lay  it  damp  away. 

Though  you  come  weary  home  at  night. 
I've  held  in  trust,  I  give  in  trust, 

A  very  masterpiece  of  steel, 
So  cherish  lovingly,  dear  friend. 

My  best  Kentucky  reel. 

Godspeed  you,  fellow-fisherman. 

Beside  the  roaring  brook, 
And  many  a  crimson-spotted  trout 

Send  surging  up  to  try  your  hook. 
Oh !  would  that  I  could  still  stand  by. 

Or  with  the  net  in  triumph  kneel. 
While  o'er  the  brawling  turmoil  sings 

My  best  Kentucky  reel ! 

But  I  have  said  my  last  farewell 

To  all  the  streams  I  used  to  know, 
Content,  if  you  will  sometimes  stop 

And  think  awhile  of  angler  Joe. 
Lie  on  some  bank  we  used  to  love. 

And  let  old  memories  o'er  you  steal, 
Meanwhile  a  tear  that  shall  not  rust, 

Dries  on  my  best  Kentucky  reel ! 

■ — James  Buckham,  in  Harper's  Weekly. 


Anglo-French  Piscatorials. 
At  a  well -attended  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Oct.  31,  at  the  Cercle  Francais,  it  wa^ 
decided  that  a  pegged-down  match  would  take  place 
at  Yalding  on  Nov.  11.  No  live  baiting  will  be 
allowed.  Ladies  will  also  compete,  but  in  a  separate 
competition.  The  prizes  are  numerous  and  valuable, 
and  entries  close  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  7.  Leave 
Charing  Cross  at  5.30  p.m.  on  Nov.  10.  Head- 
quarters, Host  Freeman,  Anchor  Hotel. 


Writing  from  White  Mill,  Sturrainster  Marshall, 
near  Wimborne,  Mr.  S.  E.  Davids  says:— "On 
Oct.  28,  Mr.  Smith  and  two  friends,  fishing  the 
Southampton  Piscatorial  Society's  water,  caught 
sixteen  jack,  the  largest  being  14|lb.,  running  down 
to  61b.,  also  a  fine  chub  of  41b.  6oz.  Considering  the 
horrible  day,  raining  and  blowing  half  a  blizzard, 
this  was  a  very  good  performance." 


Mr.  Thomas  Daws,  secretary  to  the  Rother 
Fishery  Association,  sends  the  following  interesting 
note  on  herons: — "In  the  centre  of  our  fishery 
district  is  located  a  very  old  heronry,  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  TilUngham,  in  Alder  Shaw,  on  Hayes 
Farm,  Beckley.  For  many  years  they  nested  in 
Sowdens  Wood,  on  the  opposite  bank,  but  were 
disturbed  by  some  of  the  fine  old  timber  being 
felled.  They  seem  to  thrive,  and  from  particulars 
I  have  courteously  received  from  the  head  game- 
keeper find  that  there  were  about  100  nests  this 
year  ;  this  is  more  than  there  were  in  the  previous 
year.  These  birds  haunt  the  marshes  and  lower 
parts  of  the  rivers,  and  nobody  seems  to  take 
much  notice  of  them ;  but,  of  course,  they  take 
toll  of  our  fish,  and  when  a  solitary  one  takes  to 
quietly  walking  up  one  of  the  tributaries  the  loss  of 
fish  is  more  serious,  as  in  these  cases  the  food  is 
mostly  trout.  In  my  boyhood  days,  in  company 
with  the  gamekeeper,  I  went  up  to  a  nest  in 
Sowdens  Wood  and  took  two  eggs  out  of  four,  one 
of  which  still  lays  in  my  cabinet." 


Mr.  C.  H.  Taylor  sends  the  following' interesting 
notes  on  the  Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  district) : — 
"  With  the  close  of  October  the  river  has  once  more 
regained  the  quiet  which  is  so  welcome  to  the  angler, 
and  better  sport  all  round,  except  for  bream,  may  be 
looked  for.  The  summer  season  lately  ended  was  one  of 
the  most  uninteresting  piscatorially  I  ever  remember 
— the  abnormal  heat,  lengthened  drought,  and 
exceptionally  heavy  yacht  and  launch  traffic  making 
fishing  anything  but  remunerative  as  a  rule,  although, 
of  course,  decent  takes  were  occasionally  made. 
The  best  roach  I  personally  saw  was  somewhat  over 
1  lb.,  and  I  caught  a  brace  of  rudd  going  nearly  31b. 
This  is  very  mild  indeed  compared  to  fishing  a  few 
years  ago,  when  pounders  were  plentiful,  and  one 
often  took  roach  of  Ijlb.  or  IJlb.,  rudd  of  21b.  to 
1\\h. ,  while  bream  were  counted  by  the  stone,  many 
fish  running  31b.  or  more.  Some  better  fishing  was 
obtained  up  the  Ant  and  Barton  Broad,  where 
anglers  under  the  experienced  guidance  of  Mr. 
Alma  Nichols,  I  understand,  had  some  excellent 
sport.  These  waters,  though  a  good  deal  fished, 
are  quiet  compared  with  the  Bure,  with  its  rush 
of  tourists,  yachtsmen.Jand  anglers  from  Coltishall 
downwards. 

*  *  »  ♦ 

"  I  am  sorry  to  notice  also  that  even  the  smaller 
tributaries  show  a  great  decrease  in  dace,  and  as 
these  fish  provide  almost  our  only  fly  fishing  that  is 
fairly  accessible,  it  is  rather  a  bad  look  out  for  our 
less  fortunate  fly  fishers.  Pike  fishing  at  present  is 
not  very  brisk  ;  a  few  small  pike  have  been  killed  on 
the  Broad  and  in  the  river,  but  the  glory  of  public  pike 
fishing  in  the  Norfolk  rivers  has  long  departed — salt 
tides  killing  hundreds  of  undersized  jack  and  big 
epawners  in  the  shallows  in  April  and  May  has  made 
it  a  most  disheartening  business.  The  weather  has 
turned  very  wild  and  wet,  and  the  river  is  in  good 
colour  and  volume  for  reaching,  and  I  have  caught 
a  lot  of  small  stuff.  The  upper  waters  at  Buxton 
Lammas  fished  badly  last  week-end,  but  the  time  is 
now  coming  when  they  will  be  at  their  best.  There 
are  some  capital  roach  up  there  (recently  one  of  21b. 
was  taken),  and  it  was  exceptionally  fine  roach 
fishing  there  years  ago.  Anglers  fishing  near  Wrox- 
ham  should  get  at  least  a  mile  and  a  half  away  from 
the  village,  incessant  netting  for  pike-bait  having 
rather  spoilt  the  fishing  adjacent  to  the  village." 


Good  Perch  from  the  Avon. 
Mr.  Boyton,  although  a  successful  sea  fisherman 
(B.S.A.S.),  has  been  fishing  the  Avon,  near  Ring- 
wood,  and  on  Oct.  27,  amongst  other  fish,  secured 
three  perch,  weighing  respectively  21b.  4oz., 
1  lb.  4oz.,  and  1  lb.  2oz. 


Mr.  a.  Scard,  of  the  Old  Ferry  Boat  Fishery, 
Holywell,  near  St.  Ives,  has  some  good  free  fishing 
on  the  Huntingdonshire  Ouse.  He  also  has  a  com- 
fortable hostelry,  where  anglers  may  rely  upon 
being  properly  entertained.  He  called  on  me  on 
Tuesday,  and  told  me  he  had  a  "  grievance."  I  am 
sorry  to  say  he  has,  and  hasten  to  put  the  proper 
construction  on  the  commendably  brief  reports  he 
sends  to  the  Fishing  Oazette  weekly.  On  Oct.  6  he 
was  made  to  say :  "  A  nice  rain  has  much  improved 
everything,  and  seems  to  have  put  the  '  decoy '  percli , 
on  the  prowl."  It  is  needless  for  me  to  explain  that 
Mr.  Scard  wrote  "decent,"  not  "decoy."  Then,  in 
last  week's  report,  the  interpreters  of  Host  Scard's 
caligraphy,  instead  of  printing  "the  weeds  are 
going  fast,"  the^angler  who  is  looking  out  for  a  bit 
of  perch  and  pike  fishing  is  told  that  "  the  weeds 
are  growing  fast."  Unfortunately,  in  some  waters 
the  weeds  we  have  always  with  us,  but  Mr.  Scard 
spends  time  and  money  in  order  to  keep  swims 
clear  for  his  clientele,  and  those  who  think  of 
"going"  {not  "crowing")  should  stand  not  on  the 
order  of  going,  but  go.  Dbaoket. 


November  3,  1906 

HASTINGS  ANGLERS. 

FIRST  ANNUAL  CLUB  FESTIVAL. 

The  first  annual  Club  Festival  of  the  Hastings 
and  hvt.  Leonardo  Angling  Association  was  held  on 
luesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  Oct.  23,  24. 
and  25. 

On  the  first  day  fixty-six  competitors  put  in  an 
'  ■  o^.^'n'To".*'®  Leonards  Pier,  and  fished  from 

i  tiu  5.  JO  p.m.  In  the  matter  of  the  weather  there 
was  little  to  be  de-ired,  but  the  catches  generally 
were  small.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Mr  R  M 
Watts,  Mr  W.  B.  Cooper,  Dr.  Symington,  Mr.  J.' 
Wiffen.  and  Mr.  L.  Oosterveen. 

On  Wednesday  the  competition  was  from  boats. 
Altogether  fifty-nine  anglers  competed,  and  twenty 
boats  were  engaged.  The  results  were  —  Mr.  H 
IJowsett  (twenty-six  sizeable  fish),  Dr.  O.  R.  Travers 
(twenty-four),  Mr.  W.  B.  Cooper  (twenty-three), 
Mr.  K.  F.  Ferguson  (twenty -two),  and  Mr.  F  J 
Mann  (twenty). 

Thursday  was  spent  at  Dungeness.  Fifty -three 
Miglers  made  the  journey',  and  spent  an  enjoyable 
time.  The  weather  was  again  fine,  but  the  south- 
easterly wind  is  credited  with  being  responsible  for 
the  comparatively  small  baskets.  The  results  were  • 
—Mr.  A.  J.  Welch,  Mr.  L.  Oosterveen,  Mr.  G 
Spnngett,  Dr.  O.  B.  Travers,  Mr.  H.  Dowsett. 

The  "  Prior  Challenge  Cup  "  (presented  by  Mr  J. 
Prior)^  and  a  gold  medal  (given  by  the  president 
(Dr.  O.  R.  Travers),  for  the  heaviest  fish  caught 
during  the  festival,  was  won  by  Mr.  George  Smith 
with  a  conger  weighing  41b.  4oz.,  captured  at  Dun- 
geness. The  character  of  the  sport  at  the  Ness  will 
be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that  only  eleven  out 
ot  the  fifty-three  competitors  weighed  in  fish. 

PBESENTATIOir  OP  PRIZES. 

At  the  Castle  Hotel  Assembly  Room  the  prizes 
won  at  the  festival  were  presented  to  the  successful 
anglers  by  Mrs.  Travers,  wife  of  the  popular 
president.  ^  ^ 

The  proceedings,  which  took  the  form  of  a 
smoking  concert,  were  graced  by  the  presence  of 
many  ladies.  Dr.  O.  R.  Travers  presided,  and 
amongst  those  present  were  Dr.  Symington,  Dr 
i-oilard,  Messrs.  R.  Ferguson,  G.  F  Miller  H 
Dowsett  (hon.  secretary),  A.  Welch,  J.  H.  Bohun; 
a  bharp,  J.  Adams,  A.  Bart  ram.  Bartram,  lun  F 
Vid  er,  E.  A.  Mansell,  Springett,  G.  J.  Smith 
^-    Chambers,    H.    Laughton,  and 

Vv.  Witlen. 

In  opening  the  proceedings,  the  president  said 
that  as  tar  as  the  festival  had  gone  with  regard  to 
the  arrangements  he  thought  it  had  been  satis- 
tactory.    The  idea  of  the  festival  originated  with  the 
ever  active  bram  of  their  energetic  secretary.  After 
acknowledging  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Prior  in  giving 
a  handsome  silver  cup,  he  remarked  that  the  other 
prizes  were  merely  of  nominal  value,  the  only  object 
m  vjew  being  to  provide  a  little  fun  amongst  the 
members.    He  was  sorry  the  Mayor  was  unable  to 
be  with  them.    His  Worship,  who  had  promised  to 
give  away  the  prizes,  wrote  :  "  As  I  am  no  smoker 
and  have  gone  through  the  experience  of  a  smoker 
once  at  the  Barts'  tea,  will  you  please  excuse  me 
trom  attending."    He  was  sure  they  all  joined  with 
him  in  expressing  regret  that  the  Mayor  could  not 
stand  smoke,  and  in  his  absence  the  committee  had 
myited  Mrs.  Travers  to  discharge  the  duty  of  dis- 
tributing the  prizes,  and  from  his  thirty  years' 
experience  of  that  lady  he  could  say  he  was  sure 
she  would  do  her  best. 

;  The  concert  was  then  entered  upon.  The  vocalists 
included  :  The  Mi-'ses  Novis  (duets),  Mr.  Geo.  Novis 
Mr.  Bert  Forss,  and  Mr.  James. 

Mr.  MiUer  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Festival  " 
and  said  that  he  thought  they  could  congratulate 
-hemselves  on  the  number  of  entries.    In  facetious 
anguage  he  proceeded  to  describe  the  three  days' 
sxperiences.    He  spoke  of  the  many  "  anxious  and 
ong-drawn  faces"  seen  at  St.  Leonards  Pier,  wait- 
ng  1  or  the  bite  which  never  came.    The  boat  fishing 
*as  very  satisfactory— about  up  to  the  average.  He 
ionsidered  a  special  vote  of  thanks  was  due  to  who- 
ever was  responsible  for  suggesting  the  visit  to 
Jungene-s.    After  they  had  done  with  .  Dimgeness 
le  suggested  they  might  try  Land's  End.  They 
pent  down  by  special  train,  and  they  destroyed  or 
hrew  away  an  immense  quantity  of  bait.    He  took 
ver  two  mackerel  and  two  dozen  lugworms,  and  he 
ot  one  fish,  which  was  above  the  average.    Still  it 
ras  a  very  pleasant  day.    In  conclusion,  he  ackno'w- 
idged  the  support  of  members  of  the  St.  Leonards 
ea  Anglers,  and  the  good  feeling  existing  between 
tie  two  organisations. 

Mr.  Bartram,  in  returning  thanks,  said  he  would 
ither  be  at  Dungeness  on  a  blank  day  than  make 
speech.  He  would  continue  to  do  his  best  for  the 
lub  as  long  as  Mr.  Dowsett  lived  to  work  with  him 
[e  felt  rather  hurt  at  what  Mr.  Miller  had  said 
bout  Dungeness.    He  thought  Dungeness  a  para-  I 
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diae  They  had  to  fish  for  their  fl.sh  there;  they 
could  not  lay  about  in  lazy  style  close  to  a  bar  as  at 
the  piers.  Because  they  had  bad  luck  once  they 
should  not  condemn  Dungeness,  where  one  dav,  two 
years  ago,  he  caught  twenty-eight  codling,  besides 
great  flatfish  and  whiting. 

Mr.  Dowsett,  making  some  observations,  said  he 
believed  the  festival  was  only  the  beginning  of 
what  he  hoped  would  prove  a  big  annual  event  in 
the  history  of  their  club.    He  spoke  of  the  success 
of  the  festival,  and  said  he  thought  it  satisfactory 
that  of  their  400  members  105  took  part  in  the 
competitions.    Tlie  middle  of  the  week  was  not 
suitable  to  many  of  their  members,  but  it  was 
thought  that  a  week-end  festival  was  not  advisable 
as  many  of  their  members  held  strong  views  on  the 
desecration  of  the  Sabbath.    The  fact  that  they 
sent  oft  twenty  boatloads  of  anglers  was  highly 
successful,  and  showed  that,  although  some  p^ple 
spoke  of  "  cutting  boatmen's  throats,"  the  angler 
really  did  the  boatmen  a  good  turn.    He  denied 
any  suggestion  that  he  arranged  the  Dungeness 
outing  from  interested  motives,  although  he  acknow- 
ledged that  It  was  desirable  that  some  me  nbers 
should  get  rid  of  their  old  tackle.    Dungeness  was 
a  capital  place  to  have  a  "  clear  out."  In  conclusion 
he  acknowledged  the  assistance  he  had  always 
^vf  *''^f'^/'"T        Bartram,  and  on  the  n,otion  of 
Mr.  J^..  A.  Mansell  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mrs.  Travers  for  giving  away  the  prizes, 
Obserler         '^'^ai^an    for  presiding.  —  Hastings 

THE  FOLKESTONE  FESTIVAL. 


Boat  Competition. 
The  three- day  boat  competition  commenced  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  27,  the  weather  being  remarkably  fine, 
and  the  sea  smooth.    Some  very  remarkable  catches 
were  made,  the  principal  of  which  are  enumerated 
below.    The  arrangements  of  the  committee  were 
excellent,  and  the  association  is  to  be  congratu 
Jated  on  having  secured  such  an  energetic,  able 
and  enthusiastic  secretary  as  Mr.  A  Cox  There 
was  a  question  raised  as  to  whether  Mr.  Wallis,  who 
took  the  three  big  fish,  should  not  be  disqualified 
by  reason  of  his  landing  in  the  wrong  place,  but 
the  committee  decided  that  it  was  mere  y  a  technical 
breach  of  the  rules,  and  did  not  enforce  the  penalty 
of  disqualification. 

Saturday's  Catch.— It  was  a  delightful  day  for 
sport  on  Saturday,   and  the  sea  was  perfectly 
calm       Several    big    catches    were   made,  and 
.1,-^  °^  Weymouth,  made  a  record 

with  three  enormous  fish— conger,  301b.  221b 
and  a  pollack  141b.  The  other  catches  were 
Mr.  Jones,  41b.  1  oz. ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Nichols,  31b.  lO^oz. ; 
Mr.  Brumfit,  171b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  Willing,  IQIb  -  Mr 
Harrison.  lOIb. ;  Mr.  L.  A.  Tolputt,  31b.  7*oz'  •  Mr' 
Lewis,  101b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Reynold-,  101b.  7oz.  ;  Mr  g' 
R.  Nichols  11  lb.  4oz.  ;  Dr.  Dobbs,  151b.  4oz.  ;  Mr' 
Blake,  211b.  8oz.;  Dr.  Travers,  lib.  6oz.  (h;  had 
the  biggest  catch  next  day) ;  Mrs.  Macleay,  61b.  4oz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Eldridge  181b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson 
82OZ.;  Mr  G.  Colman,  41b.  14Joz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Wam 
pach,  31b.  15oz.  (a  single  bream). 

Sunday's  Catch.— Owing  to  the  rough  weather 
hshing  was  only  possible  within  the  shelter  of  the 
pier,  but  the  fishers  stuck  to  it  gamely,  and  twenty- 
seven  weighed  in.  Dr.  Travers,  of  Hastings,  had 
the  largest  catch,  131b.  2oz.,  his  heaviest  fish  being 
Jif'u  i°f Colman  came  next 
with  111b.  6oz.,  including  a  2|lb.  pollack.  The 
o  hers  were  Mr.  S^  H  Wallis,  21b.  9Joz. ;  Mr.  Nash! 
21b.  9oz.;  Mr.  H.  E.  Willing,  8oz. ;  Mr.  S.  G 
Brenchley  61b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  J.  Leube,  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
M    w  ^i,«l"^g«'  ;  Mr.  A.  Wampaeh,    6oz.  : 

Mz.  ;  Mr.  G.  O.  Adams.  51b.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  W  C 
Nichols,  ni  (all  too  small);  Mr.  Nichols,  nil;  Mr' 
W.  Bruce,  1  lb.  S^oz.  ;  Mrs.  Thornton,  nil ;  Mr  W 
A.  Hunter  10|oz. ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Nevinson,  nil ; 'Mr. 
S.  J.  Roulton,  8ioz. ;  Mr.  W.  Medhurst,  nil ;  Mrs 
Clapp,  nil ;  Mr.  F.  Waller,  31b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Edwards' 

80Z. ;  Mr.  L.  A.  Tolputt,  nil 

Monday's  Catch.— The  weather  was  slightly  better 
dm:mg  the  fishing  on  Monday,  but  the  lea  was  too 
lumpy  for  the  boats  to  get  far  from  the  pier.  Some 
very  good  catches  were,  however,  made.  Durinsr 
the  weighing -  m  there  was  a  smart  thundei^ 
storm,  as  a  climax  to  the  disturbance  of  the 
elements.  The  weights  were  H.  Rogers, 
121b.   60Z    (including  a  101b.   lOoz.  cod)  ;  W  J 

fsrK^'nf^ii'-'o^-  ^^'•'h'  ^i"^-'  H.  E.  Wilfing,' 
M  l  IK  \  a  conger)  ;  G.  Colman  171b.  6oz 

k  i!r  \  ^ofld,  71b.  14oz.  ;  Dr 

Dobbs,  181b.  ;  Mrs.  Nichols,  lib.  Uoz. ;  Mr.  G  R 
Nichols,  151b.  ;  Mr.^  Wallace  Nichols,  ISioz.j'Mr 
^^'lolds.  91b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Wampaeh,  41b. ' 
The  following  is  the  official  list  of  winners  •— 
Class  1.-1.  Mr.  S.  H.  Wallis,  Weymouth  A.A 
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2-  Mr.  Gca  Colman,  F.S.A.A.  and 
3;jlb  4oz  '  F.S.A.A., 

9  mTtV^m^'';  H.E  Willing,  B.S.AS.,  28Ib.  ; 
To  •  i-  ^  Eldridge,  F.S.A.A.  and  B.S.A.S.,  181b 
12oz.;  3.  Dr.  Matt.  Dobbs,  181b 

Class  III._1.  Mr.  W.  J.  Skene,  H.  and  St.  L.  A.A 
_15,}oz.  ;  2.  Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nichols,  B.S.A  S   I3ioz  '• 
•^2  Mrs.  Wallace  C.  Nichols,  F.S.A.A.  and  B.S.A.s'.,' 

Class  I  v.— 1.  Mr.  H.  Rogers,  B  S.A  S  lOIb  lOo?  • 
2.  Mr.  M.  F.  Blake,  B.S.A.S.,  71b  '  ' 
'  Class  V^— Mrs.  HerveyMcLeay,B.S.A.S.,  01b.  4oz. 
^  Class  VI. -Mr.  S.  H. Wallis,  Weymouth  A.A.  301b 

1  Mf'^;''''TT"w^n^^'',^r  I^'"*'— Eligible  candidates.- 
u-  ^  Wallis,  Weymouth  A.A.,  GBlb. ;  2.  Mr 

H.  E.  Willing,  B.S.A.S.,  281b. 

Kent  Challenge  Cup.— Deal  and  Walmer  A.A., 

ROYAL  TEMPLE  YACHT  CLUB. 

Annual  Sea  Fishing  Match. 
That  increa.singly  popular  fixture  of  this  club's 
autumn  season,  the  annual  sea  fishing  match,  took 
place  at  Ramsgate  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27  The 

following  were  the  prizes :   •  « 

Prize  A.--Challenge  cup  and  silver  replica,  pre- 
sented by  the  Rear-Commodore,  W.  J.  P.  Peacock, 
J^^sq.,  for  the  greatest  catch  by  weight 

riF'^A^f^^-^^  '■^'^  ^"'^  '■c®''  v'^l'^s  £3,  presented  by 
David  W  Pme,  Esq.,  for  the  heaviest  single  fish. 

Prize  C -Value  £1  10s. ;  presented  by  the  club 
for  the  best  twenty  whiting.  j'         ^  uu 

The  number  of  boats  sailing  out  of  the  harbour 
termed  quite  a  picturesque  sight,  and  they  scattered 
east  and  west  to  grounds  of  the  many  competitors' 
particular  fancy.    Though  fishing  was  not  so  good 

^LZ      A    ""^"^  ''^'•■y  enjoyable  day  was 

spent,  and  perhaps  it  added  to  the  sport  that  the 
competitors  did  not  know  how  each  other  com- 
petitor was  progressing.  This  fact  certainly  added 
to  the  excitement  round  the  scales  on  the  West 
Pier-head  after  gun-fire  (for  the  commencement  and 
finish  of  the  allotted  time  of  competition  were  of 

^u'^T^"^'^.         g^n-fi'-e  ^  true  nautical 
sryie;.    xhe  following  catches  were  weighed  in  :  

Prize  A.  Prize  B.  Prize  C. 

J-  E.  Castle  (winner)  ... 
A.  C.  Downes  (B  prize) 

David  W.  Pine   

H.  W.  Johnson   

Dr.  Carpenter 
L.  W.  Thomas  ... 
Harry  Van  der veil 

J.  H.  Clutton  

A.  Kitchen  (C  prize)  ... 
W.  H.  Doering's  guest 
W.  P.  Diem  ...    .  . 
—  Melville   
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THE  CAPE  TROUT  SEASON. 

The  Cape  Colony  trout  season  opened  on  Oct  1 
At  present  there  is  a  hmit  of  size ;  no  trout  of  less 
than  12m.  can  be  put  in  the  basket,  and  there  is 
now  talk  of  limiting  the  number  also,  some  anglers 
desiring  to  fix  the  limit  as  low  as  three  brace. 
Much  still  remams  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  stock- 
ing the  streams.    The  Eerste  river,  which  has  had 
something  like  a  hundred  thousand  trout  put  into  it 
13  said  to  be  overstocked,  if  anything,  at  any  rate 
in  the  reaches  nearJonker's  Hoek ;  but  the  Berg 
the  noblest  river  in  the  Western  Province  and 
a  perfect  stream  for  trout,  has  been  somewhat 
neglected.    It  is  said  that  in  some  parts  of  the 
stream  fair  sport  is  obtainable,  but  there  are  Ions 
reaches  into  which  the  trout  has  not  yet  penetrated 
Ihen  there  are  many  tributaries  of  the  Brede 
wi.       indigenous  fish  are  the  only  inhabitants, 
and  the  Brede  itself  has  not  been  stocked  to  any 
great  extent.    The  Hex   (according  to  the  Cape 
Times)  has  got  trout,  but  they  are  said  to  be  lean 
and  hungry  fellows  with  cannibal  proclivities,  who 
look  as  if  they  never  had  enough  to  eat.  Indeed 
some  authorities  hold  that  the  stocking  of  the 
streams  with  trout  should  be  accompanied  by  the 
introduction  of  the  aquatic  life  upon  which  they 
^   :u  ^'i.t'^e^e  are  problems  which  enthusiastic 
bouth  African  anglers  ought  to  tackle.    For  some 
years  to  come  their  energies  should  be  devoted  more 
to  getting  trout  into  the  streams  than  to  takine 
them  out.—South  Africa.  ^ 


FiBST  Friend  (on  deck  of  ocean  steamer— to  sea- 
sick companion):  "Have  you  dined,  old  man?" 
becond  friend  (faintly):    "On   the  contrary  !  " — 
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NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL 

CARLINOFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Majjtaqebess, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
R.  ToRNBDLL,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston,  1906.  General  Manager. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEEJf'S  nALL  OltCHESTItA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr,  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


November  SrtJ,  at  3. 
Prelude,  "  Tristan  und  Isolde  "  ..  Wagner 

Suite  No.  1,  in  C   Bacli 

ew  Sinfonietta  in  G  minor      . .  Percy  Pitt 

(First  performance  in  London), 
mphonie  Eapagnole  (Violin  and 

Orchestra)  Lalo 

auevmarsch  ("  Gotterdammer- 

ung "    . .  Wagner 

Ride  of  the  Valkyries"  ("Die 

Walklire ")  Wagner 

Solo  Violin— Senor  SARASATE. 


WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BECCLES,  SUFFOLK, 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 


Kot^ember  17th,  at  3. 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Vita va"     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  in  D   Brahma 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Ausfahrt 

und  Schiffhrudi "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE. 

T>ecei)iber  1st,  at  3. 

Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

_  aiioforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  C6sar  Franck 
Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOUL  PUGNO. 


Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.   Home  comforts. 

M.  J.  McQUIRE,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING 

from  grounds,  offered  to  Paying  Guests, 
eight  miles  from  Oxford,  ten  minutes 
from  railvvay  station.  Sheltered,  bracing  ; 
delightful  situation  ;  good  house  ;  liberal 
table ;  punt  and  skiff  ;  quiet  week-ends. 
— H.  Quarry  Bank,  Tackley,  Oxon. 


December  15th,  nt  3. 
Overture,  "  Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Patheti<iue)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdam- 

merung ")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR. 

SATVnDAY  Al'TERNOONS  at  3. 

1906.    Nov.  3,  17,  Dec.  1, 
1907.  Jan.  19,  Eeb.  2,  Id,  March  9. 

Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  before  Christmas, 
£1  ,'>.«.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  for  Four  Conceits  after 
Christmas,  £1  hs.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets, 
7s.  6d.,  5s.,  2s.  firf.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents  ;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Bo.k  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


FAMOUS  OLD 

TROUT  BREEDING 

ESTABLISHMENT 

FOR  SALE  OR  HIRE. 

Fish  can  be  acquired  and  every  requisite  for 
a  lucrative  business.— Apply,  "W,"  2,  High 
Street,  Croydon. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

TAUGHT 

BY 

A.  NEWH AM,  Wimbledon  Lake. 

FEE  JE3  3s.  INCLUSIVE. 


L  &JiW.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Expr"s  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Counemara,  Galway,  Sligo 
Rivec-  Snannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London 
derry,  Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagl'i,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 
thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELl'ASX. 

Yia  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 
thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 

lor  Belfast.  

See   Tourist    Programmes    issued   by  the 

L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 

Euston  Station.  General  Manager, 


THEATRES. 

HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frkdkkick  Harrison. 
THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEVS.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brongh,  Mr.  Hohnan  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Plavtair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  M.-^RTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matiuee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 

—Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneViinbrugh  (by  arrangement 
wifh  Mr.  Charles  Frohnian).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I  2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powert 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henky  Lowmnpeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Jlr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  .\gnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brouah- 
ton,  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
.\mbrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passuiore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing:  Taekle  Manufacturers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND  PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

VORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST, 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLANO, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Tou  can  now  obtain  a  P0H07 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  JUedical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

NSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Aeeldent:.  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  CUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


NOW  READY. 

In  one  handsome  Royal  8vo.  Volume  of  over  1,300  Pages. 
Half-bound  in  best  Sealskin. 

(This  leather  is  guaranteed  by  Messrs.  E.  and  J.  Richardson,  of  Elswiok  Leather 
Works,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  to  be  quite  free  from  ali  acid  and  extremely  durable.^ 

Price  £3  13s.  I6d.  net. 

THE 

ENGLISH  CATALOGUE 


OF  BOOKS 


For  THE  FIVE   YEARS,  1901-1905. 

This  Volume,  which  has  been  produced  at  an  expense  of  many  hundreds  of 
pounds,  contains  particulars  of  Size,  Price,  Publisher,  and  Data  of  Publication  o' 

About  Forty=eight  Thousand  Works. 

As  the  Information  is  given  under  SUBJECT  as  well  a^  AUTHOR,  the  Total 
Number  of  Entries  is  NEARLY  ONE  HUNDRED  THOUSAND. 

The  Work  is  practically  a  KEY  TO  ENGLISH  LITERATURE,  as  it  includes  all  the 
Latest  Editions  of  all  Standard  and  other  Works  in  the  English  Language  published 
in  the  Years  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  and  1905, 


''THE  PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR.'' 

AN  OFFER. 

If  the  Reader  of  this  Advertisement  does  not  take  "  THE  PUBLISHERS 
CIRCULAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD"  (the  British  Book  Trade 
Weekly  Journal)  and  would  like  to  try  it  for  Six  Weeks,  we  will  send  it  gratis 
if  requested  to  do  so,  feeling  sure  it  will  bring  us  a  new  Sulascriber. 


THE  PUBLISHERS'  CIRCULAR,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thk  casualty  Insukanob  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  :— 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hi«  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  tlie  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  GO. 

Limited  , 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  MOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  siga 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  neoessaiy  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Cash  ALT? 
INSURANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS, 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  ifisbina  (Basette, 

ESTABLISHED  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling, 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper 

Address  the  Manager— 
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St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Loudon,  E.C 
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Xettere  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

A  WHOLESALE  CONDEMNATION  OF 
PRAWN  FISHING  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sm. — In  reference  to  the  "  New  Prawn 
Tackle,"  as  flgured  in  your  paper  of  Oct.  27,  would 
some  reader  kindly  write  a  few  hints  on  "  salmon 
roe"  fishing  for  trout?  for.  as  prawn  fishing  for 
s^mon  and  sahnon  roe  fishing  for  trout  are  about 
equally  sportsmanlike,  a  de.-cription  of  the  best 
tackle  for  the  latter  may  be  interesting  to  some 
readers. — Yours  truly,  W.  J.  TivY. 

[Prawn  fishing  i?  not  equal  to  the  highest  form  of 
fly  fishmg  for  salmon,  in  which  (he  angler  casts  all 
the  time,  but  to  class  it  with  poaching  trout  with 
salmon  roe  is,  I  venture  to  say,  unsportsmanlike, 
and  I  think  ninety  or  more  out  of  a  hundrpd  salmon 
anglers  would  agree  with  me.  I  should  like  to  see 
the  use  of  the  prawn  barred  on  all  waters  where  and 
when  the  fish  will  take  the  fly,  but  where  fly  is  no 
use  then  the  prawn  and  the  minnow  are  perfectly 
sportsmanhke  lures. — Ed.] 


THE  RECORD  CATCH  OF  CODLING 
AT  CALAIS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  yesterday  interviewed  the  hero  of 
the  big  catch  of  codling  on  Sept.  20,  which  was 
erroneously  reported  to  me  as  152.  He  says  his 
actual  number  of  codling  wa?  14(5,  but  he  also  had 
five  fine  soles  and  a  couple  of  flounders,  a  splendid 
catch  from  a  pier.  He  added  that,  but  for  some 
excited  juvenile  anglers,  who  were  continually  cast- 
ing close  to  and  even  over  his  lines,  he  thinks  he 
could  have  made  up  a  couple  of  hundred.  One  or 
two  other  experts,  on  that  memorable  day,  had 
takps  up  to  eighty  or  a  hundred. 

The  same  keen  angler  yesterday  caught  some  five 
dozen  whiting  inside  the   harbour,  while  a  few, 
braving  a  fierce  wind  and  stinging  rain-squalls  on 
the  East  Pier,  did  next  to  nothing.    I  tried  for  cod 
ling,  of  which  there  are  "still  some  few  remaining,' 
and  got  three. 

A  cod  of  over  121b.,  taken  last  week  from  the  end 
of  the  West  Pier,  is  quite  a  record  for  Calais  piers, 
where  codling  generally  run  small.  It  had  lo.'.t  part 
of  its  tail,  by  a  bite  from  porpoi  e  or  seal,  specimens 
of  both  of  which  have  been  constantly  seen  off  the 
piers  lately,  and  I  have  noticed  that  when  they  have 
quite  disappeared  from  view— that  is,  gone  down  to 
hunt — fish  have  left  off  biting,  or  only  given  a  "run- 
away knock,"  be:ng  evidently  scared  off  the  feed  — 
Yours  faithfullv,  Chas.  A.  Payton 

Calais,  Oct.  30. 


"RECORD"  AND  "GRAND"  ROACH. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is  remarkable  that  when  writing 
about  large  and  record  fish,  and  making  comparisons 
between  them,  f  o  many  of  your  correspondents  make 
mistakes.  As  for  instance,  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  27, 
under  the  heading  of  "A  Grand  Roach."  Mr.  F. 
Smith  is  in  error  when  he  states  that  Mr.  Frost's 
large  roach  weighed  31b.  5oz.  I  think  he  will  find 
that  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost,  the  tackle  dealer  of  Bristol, 
exhibited  his  splendid  roach  at  the  Piscatorial 
Exhibition,  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  in  1892, 
and  that  it  weighed — and  looked  it — 31b.  8oz.  LTp 
to  that  time  I  believe  it  held  the  record,  and  has 
only  been  beaten  for  pride  of  place  by  the  netted 
fish  from  Bristol  Waterworks,  which  weighed 
31b.  10|oz.  If  this  be  so,  Mr.  Frost's  fish  is  the 
record  roach  to-day  taken  in  angling.  I  have  not 
heard  of  the  grand  rudd  of  31b.  9oz.,  caught  by  Mr. 
Lambert,  at  Brockett  Hall,  Heits,  in  1887  (Jubilee 
year),  having  yet  been  beaten  in  angling.  Mr.  Geo. 
Reeves,  a  London  publican,  has  this  fish,  and  it  is 
worth  going  miles  to  gaze  upon. — Yours  truly, 

J.  D. 


CLOSE  TYINGS  ON  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  kindly  insert  the  following 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  : — Can  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  tell  me  whether  close  tyings  materially  in- 
crease the  stiffness  of  a  rod,  and  how  close  together 
they  should  be,  and  of  what  width  ? 

"The  question  of  the  bending  of  two  similar  rods, 
split-cane  and  greenheart,  could,  I  think,  be  easily 
tested  by  placing  the  butt  between  two  pegs  firmly 
fixed  in  the  ground  at  the  same  distance  apart  as 
the  hands  on  a  double-handed  rod  ;  the  line  being 
attached  to  a  spring-balance  on  another  fixed  peg 
at  any  distance.  Strain  can  now  be  applied  by 
reeling  in,  and  the  curve  of  the  rod  marked  on  the 
ground.  The  curve  of  the  rod  will  be  the  same  in  a 
horizontal  plane  as  in  a  vertical  one. 

The  floor  of  a  racquet  court,  with  the  butt  between 
the  legs  of  a  chair  and  the  spring-balance  made  fast 
to  a  bar  across  the  doorway,  would  enable  the 
curves  to  be  marked  in  chalk. — Yours  truly, 

K.  X. 


DESTRUCTION    OF   FISH   IN   THE  CAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Cambridge  Daibj  News." 
Sir, — In  your  issue,  dated  Oct.  25,  of  this  week, 
it  is  stated  that  the  Sewage  Disposal  Committee  of 
the  Borough  had  received  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  rospecting  the  recent 
destruction  of  fish  in  the  Cam  as  reported  by  me. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Town  Council 
on  Thursday  last  Alderman  Campkin  proposed 
that  this  letter  be  referred  to  the  Sewaga  Disposal 
Committee,  and  he  also  stated  that  no  crude 
sewage  had  been  discharged  into  the  river  at  all. 
I  am  not  so  certain  on  that  point.  In  the  Ca7n- 
bridge  Daily  News,  dated  Oct.  6,  it  was  stated 
that  the  Borough  Surveyor,  after  a  visit  to  the  gas- 
works, with  a  view  of  ascertaining  if  any  p  usonous 
matter  from  this  spot  was  discharged  into  the  river, 
was  quite  satisfied  that  the  cause  of  the  destruction 
did  not  come  from  anything  at  the  gasworks.  I 
suppose  we  must  accept  that  important  con- 
fession of  innocence  as  to  the  gasworks.  There 
being  no  factories  of  any  kind  along  the  banks 
of  the  Cam  to  discharge  their  refuse  into  it, 
then  the  question  of  the  sin  of  the  destruction  of 
fish  life  must  lie  at  the  door  of  some,  perhaps, 
fresh  place,  but  this  is  doubted. 

I  have  no  wish  to  trouble  the  Local  Government 
Board  again,  waiting  for  something  definite  as  to 
the  cause  of  this  destruction,  which  is  similar  to  the 
last  in  1902,  when  the  Sewage  Disposal  Committee 
gave  the  specific  cause  of  the  pollution  of  the  Cam. 

This  I  consider  is  the  trump  card,  which  I  decline 
to  give  up  for  the  present. 

Permit  me  to  remind  this  committee,  with  my 
experience  of  fish  life  and  the  whole  surroundings, 
this  recent  distruction  is  the  same  as  previous  ones. 
There  i^  a  Peter  and  a  Paul  mixed  together.  Let 
the  public  have  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  whose  views  I  shall  entertain  before  the 
Borough  Surveyor's  on  this  subject. — Yours,  etc., 
John  Overland  George. 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

[With  regard  to  the  above  destruction  of  fish  in 
the  Cam,  I  am  happy  to  inform  anglers  that  fish 
in  the  Waterbeaoh  waters,  at  Bottisham  Locks,  that 
this  recent  distruction  does  not  in  any  wav  affect 
the  sport  or  has  diminished  the  quantity  of  fish  at 
the  locks,  they  being  by  the  river  eight  miles  away 
from  the  spot  where  this  destruction  took  place, 
John  O.  George.] 


blunt  end  and  a  pointed  one.  Now,  if  the  point 
of  the  hook  be  hitched  very  slightly  under  the  skin 
at  the  blunt  end  the  bait  will  live  a  long  time,  and 
wriggle  about  in  a  most  attractive  manner — -there- 
fore it  stands  to  reason  su(!h  a  lively  bunch  must 
be  more  kilhng  than  a  threadlod  one  ( threadling  kills 
the  bait  by  bursting  it).  Lot  our  London  friends 
compare  their  outfit  and  method  with  thut  of  tho 
"  Yellow-bellies  "  and  profit  ar  oordingly,  otherwise 
they  will  never  fetch  the  cup  Londonwards  ! 

It  was  a  fair  trial  of  skill,  and  the  best  team 
won  on  their  merits,  because  they  skilfully  used 
more  artistiu  weapons  and  tacklo,  and  above  all 
figuratively  fished  with  brains.— Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  BiirERN. 


ROACH  FISHING— TIGHT  LINE 
RUNNING  LINE. 


V. 


ENGLISH  ANGLING  CHAMPIONSHIP- 
ROACH  POLE  V.  FAIRY  WAND. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  really  amusing  to  see  how 
tenaciously  the  London  angler  clings  to  his  pet  roach 
pole.  There  can.  however,  be  no  doubt  of  the 
superiority  of  the  light,  handy  Lincolnshire  weapon. 
It  is  the  more  powerful  of  the  two,  backed  up  as  it 
is  with  reel  and  free-running  line.  Hundredweights 
of  fish  of  various  kinds  have  been  killed  with  it — 
bream  up  to  71b.,  tench  over  31b.,  rudd  over  21b., 
and  no  matter  what  waters  are  fished,  whether 
running  streams  or  stagnant  ponds,  it  commands 
a  wider  area,  and  the  difference  in  weight  is  remark- 
able. A  lady  can  use  the  Lincolnshire  rod  without 
tiring;  she  could  not  hold  a  Thames  roach  pole  five 
minutes. 

Let  the  following^facts  spaak  for  themselves.  The 
Boston  team  of  twelve  men  caught  seventy-one  size- 
able fi-,h  weighing  I7lb.  8Joz.  (a  poor  catch  compared 
with  what  they  usually  do  at  home),  whereas  the  two 
London  clubs  fished  twenty-four  men,  and  caught 
twenty-six  fish  weighing  tlb.  lloz.  Here  it  will 
be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  odds  at  starting  were 
two  to  one  in  favour  of  the  pole,  yet  results  show  a 
preponderance  in  quantity  of  forty-five  fish  and 
101b.  I3oz.  weight  in  favour  of  the  other  weapon. 
Yes,  Mr.  Woodruff  was  right  in  his  deductions — he, 
at  any  rate,  casts  prejudice  to  the  winds  ! 

Be  it  observed  there  were  no  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances bearing  upon  the  contest — not  one  of 
the  Boston  team  had  fished  in  the  Thames  before  ; 
the  difference  between  the  Witham  and  the  Thames 
is  most  marked  (one  is  slow,  the  other  swift),  all 
aeainst  the  Boston  team,  they  were  widely  separated, 
did  not  choose  their  own  swims,  yet  they  came  out 
top  scorers,  cause  and  eSect  are  inseparable,  and 
not  far  to  seek. 

The  roach  pole  of  16ft.  or  18ft.  casts  a  shadow 
over  the  clear  waters  fished,  and  we  know  that  fish 
are  very  suspicious  of  that  monster  on  the  bank, 
especially  if  he  wields  a  pole.  Again,  the  difference 
in  tackle  was  no  small  factor — Bostonians  used  the 
very  finest,  lines  No.  1,  gut  3  and  4x  drawn,  hooks 
Nos.  14  and  16,  and,  last  but  not  least,  they  had 
a  more  artistic  knack  of  putting  on  their  baits : 
maggots  were  chiefly  used,  and  they  were  highly- 
coloured  ones.  Had  our  London  friends  taken  the 
trouble  to  closely  observe  our  team's  method  they 
would  have  learned  something  worth  knowing. 
Boston  anglers  are  very,  very  particular  about 
impaling  maggots  on  a  hook.    Maggots  have  a 


Dear  Sir, — Many  anglers  would  like  to  see  a 
reaching  content  arrangecl  (I  amongst  the  number) 
between  one  of  our  London  experts.  Lea  style,  and 
the  best  Nottingham  expert.  I  think  it  ought  to 
bo  a  home  and  homo  match,  tho  swims  changed 
every  hour.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  swim  has 
more  to  do  with  the  result  than  many  anglers 
imagine.  If  this  plan  be  adopted  both  anglers 
would  have  an  equal  chance — a  peg-down  match 
can  ce  no  criterion. — Yours  truly,  F.  M. 


WARNING  TO  AMATEUR  ROD-MAKERS. 
Dear  Sir, — Dipping  into  lato  Fishing  Gazettes, 
I  see  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk,  chiefly  of 
the  category  biblia  a  biblia,  concerning  rods.  I 
have   only  actually  owned  five   built-cane  rods 
wired  inside  with  steel — namely,  two  salmon  rods 
over  18ft.  long,  one  of  18ft.,  one  16ft.,  and  a  trout 
rod  ;   also  a  salmon  rod,  two  joints  being  of  whole 
cane,  and  top  a  built  cane  with  steel  wire  heart. 
I  have  fished  with  another  of  the  last  combination, 
and  liked  neither  it  nor  my  owti,  and  consider  the 
money  spent  on  the  cane  top- joint  as  thrown  away, 
a  lancewood  top  giving,  I  find,  a  better  action  to 
such  a  combine.    I  have  never  seen  a  rod  with  a 
built  cane  top  and  rest  of  greenheart,  and  before 
going  to  that    expense  would    rather    try  wood 
strengthened  by  a  snaking  of  steel  wire  outside, 
and  elose-\yhipped,  as  some  cane  rods  are.    I  fancy 
more  real  value  is  got  by  placing  the  steel  outside 
a  rod.    As  to  my  cane  rods,  thoy  are  by  London 
and  by  coiuitry  makers.    To  look  at  there  is  no 
more  difference  than  there  is  between  the  work  of 
any  two  first-class  London  gunsmiths  ;    no  limit 
was  given  as  to  price  of  make  ;  the  town  rods  have 
a  German-silver  fitting  and  the  country  bronze  ;  cano 
is  the  same.    I  attribute  all  smashes  I  have  had  to 
one  thing,  and  one  thing  only — namely,  to  knots 
having  been  cut  down  "  to  the  quick "  to  get  a 
flush  surface  ;   the  grain  then  shows,  and  in  time 
invariably  splints  (one  can  pass  a  finger  nail  under 
it) ;  glue  and  whip  this  over  oneself,  or  get  the  maker 
to  do  it.    The  splint  will  still  extend  ;  this  acts  on  and 
weakens  the  other  sections,  and  in  time  glue  and  all 
become  loose,  hence  I  venture  to  warn  amateurs 
they  are  throwing  their  time  away  if  they  make 
cane  sections  that  have  so  much  as  a  knot  in  them, 
or  that  really  require  so  much  as    sandpaper  to 
smooth  them.    We  don't  choose  a  bit  of  greenheart 
with  a  knot  in  it  for  about  the  same  reason,  as  this, 
too,  will  '■  go,"  whether  whipped  over  or  not.  Entre 
nous.  I  consider  time  and  money  thrown  away  in 
making  rods  of  built-cane  if  they  are  to  be  any 
weight  over  Jib.  (recollect,  too,  serviceable  reels 
are  made  a  vast  deal  lighter  than  of  old),  as  I  find 
a  built  rod  with  steel  centre  to  cast  a  heavyish  line 
— an  absolute  necessity  if  breeze  is  fo\il,  and  with 
me  everywhere  these  are  generally  the  best  days — 
is  of  a  weight  and  action  that  tires  me  and  my 
friends  just  as  much  at  the  end  of  a  day's  real  work 
as  if  we  had  been  using  a  greenheart  of  a  weight 
necessary  to  cast  a  similar  line  ;    and  such  green- 
heart rods  have  joints  of  a  thickness  not  easily 
broken  either  by  a  "  hitch  up  "  or  when  gaflSng  a 
fish  oneself  with  even  a  short  gaff.    Again,  better 
a  greenheart  that  puts  a  line  at  tho  first  time  of 
asking  straight  on  the  water — when  salmon  fishing, 
at  any  rate — than  a  split- cane,  lighter,  possibly, 
but  which,  judging  from  what  I  ha^•e  often  seen, 
doubles  a  man's  work  by  requiring  a  second  cast 
to  be  made  if  one  is  not  all  day  more  careful  than 
anyone  I  ever  saw  fish  anywhere  in  the  two  hemi- 
spheres.   I  daresay  my  note  on  split-cane  knots  is 
"  stale  news "  to  old  amateiu-  rod-makers,  but  I 
thought  it  worth  mentioning,  as  in  the  ca-se  of  one 
of  my  built-cane  irire-centred  salmon  rods  alone, 
knots  or  wherever  the  grain  of  the  cane  shows  up 
have  let  me  in  for  a  tliird  butt,  a  second  middle 
joint,  a  new  section  to  one  of  the  tops,  and  which 
repaired  top  may  now  be  fairly  described  as  a 
useless  ullage.    As  to  the  other  top-joint  of  this  rod, 
the  places  where  the  grain  shows  are  splinting. 
Strengthening,  as  I  have  done  where  possible,  by 
shifting  a  ring  and  whipping  it  on  over  a  splint 
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will  not  cure  it  even  at  tliat  place,  so  that  with  a  bit 
of  heavy  work  this  top,  like  the  other  ullage,  will 
require  replacing  totally  anew  ;  and  yet  the  men 
who  made  my  rods  could  take  sanctuary  behind 
customers  as  great  as  any  now  advertised  as  guaran- 
teeing cane  rods.  I  ]ia\e  only  fished  with  two  20ft. 
cane  rods,  and  handled  a  third  by  same  makers  as 
my  own  rods,  and  was  more  tired  at  the  end  of  a 
day  than  when  using  an  18ft.  Gin.  greenheart,  and 
did  no  better  work,  and  I  never  yet  saw  the  man 
who  could,  let  him  use  either  a  20ft.  greenheart 
or  split-cane.  If  rod  is  at  all  powerful,  he  is  about 
killed  before  half  the  day  is  over,  and  casting  short 
for  the  length  of  rod. 

I  have  mended  both  English  and  American  cane 
trout-rods.  The  splice  was  not  proportionately 
so  strong  as  with  a  greenheart  rod,  but  stood  for 
a  while  the  work  of  Canadian  and  Hampshire  trout- 
fisliing,  I  lashed  watclispring  over  the  scarf. 
Any  amateur  who  has  handled  cane  trout-rods  at 
the  riverside  would,  I  imagine,  imderstand  what 
the  Editor  was  "  driving  at  "  :  in  all  really  light 
cane  salmon  and  trout  rods — -and  some  that  are  not 
light — this  bending  and  loss  of  power  are  noticeable. 
The  fish  is  "  on  the  butt  "  in  no  time,  if  held  at  all. 
Tliis  is  especially  apparent  when  "  tailing  "  a  fish 
out  one's  self  in  really  sharp  water.  Nothing  is  so 
good,  in  my  opinion,  as  a  Castleoonnell  rod,  if  one 
has  to  tail  one's  own  fish,  there  being  no  ferrule. — 
Yours  truly.  Amateur. 


"'AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  HANDLING 
THE  FISHING  ROD." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  interesting  article  imder  the 
above  heading,  in  last  week's  i  sue,  there  are  one  or 
two  points  which  seem  open  to  objection. 

With  the  main  contention  all  anglers  will  doubt- 
less agree — that  when  "butting"  a  fish  the  rod 
should  be  held  as  in  Fig.  3  of  illustration  in  the 
above  mentioned  a-ticle,  although  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  if  the  rod  were  held  a  trifle  higher. 

I  would  refer  your  readers  to  "  Salmon  and  Sea- 
Trout,"  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  where  this  subject 
is  dealt  with  and  illustrated.  I  quote  the  text : — 
"  A  great  deal  of  misconception  prevails  about  the 
operation  called  '  giving  the  butt.'  Illustrators  of 
works  on  angling  have  seldom  been  practical  anglers, 
and  their  idea  of  giving  the  butt  is  to  throw  the 
rod  back  over  the  shoulder  and  point  the  butt 
towards  the  fish.  Now  the  effect  of  this  action  is 
to  take  the  strain  off  the  butt  and  to  concentrate 
it  dangerously  on  the  middle  and  top  joints.  The 
true  position  to  bring  the  butt  into  play  is  when 
the  rod  is  held  towards  the  fish  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty-five  degrees.  If  it  is  held  much  higher  than 
this  the  strain  falls  on  the  vipper  part  of  the  rod ; 
lower  than  this,  on  the  line." 

Now  the  latter  end  of  this  last  sentence  sounds 
the  kevnote  of  my  fir.st  point  of  objection.  We 
are  told  in  the  article  in  question  to  give  the  butt 
by  reeling  in  the  line  until  the  tip — of  the  rod — is 
pointing  straight  to  the  fish.  I  maintain  that  this 
would  be  utterly  wrong,  and  could  only  end  ia 
disaster.  By  doing  so  we  should  throw  the  whole 
weight  of  the  fish,  and  often  plus  the  drag  of  the 
stream,  on  the  line  alone,  and  we  entirely  lose  the 
assistance  of  the  rod.  Salmon  fishermen  wiU  bea" 
me  out  that  the  most  dangerous  part  of  a  cast,  as 
regards  a  possible  break,  is  towards  the  end  of  a 
cast  when  the  rod  approaches  this  position. 

Then  as  regards  the  treatment  of  heavy  fish 
which  the  writer  terms  "  pumping."  Is  it  really 
written  in  earnest  ?  Why  it  ignores  the  first 
principle  of  success  in  playing  a  fish  whether  big 
or  small — namely,  to  always  have  a  strain  on  your 
fish.  And  also,  what  would  your  fish  be  doing 
wliilst  you  lowered  your  rod  to  reel  in  the  slack 
line  as  advised  ? 

My  method  of  tiring  a  heavy  or  obstinate  fish, 
and  a  very  successful  method,  too,  is  to  coax  him 
up  stream,  and  then  pull  him  down  with  a  rush. 
This  plan  repeated  four  or  five  times  will  always 
have  the  desired  result,  and  your  line  is  never  slack. 
— Yours  truly,  S.  E.  Douglas. 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — The  real  point  at  issue,  and  the  one  of 
most  interest  to  anglers,  is  not  exactly  whether  split- 
cane  gives  more  or  bends  more  than  greenheart,  but 
where  the  last  point  of  resistance  in  the  curve  occurs 
and  fracture  takes  place  in  a  greenheart  and  split- 
cane  of  equal  length  and  sectional  area. 

I  may  say  at  the  outset  I  have  used  greenheart 
for  over  twenty-five  years,  and  only  within  the  last 
eight  years  have  I  taken  to  split-cane,  so  that  as  far 
as  the  battle  of  the  rods  is  concerned  I  am  free  from 
prejudice,  and  am  neither  interested  nor  care  for 
either  Mr.  Malloch's  or  Mr.  Hardy's  pet  theories, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  governed  by  a  prejudice 
in  favour  of  their  own  specialities. 

Now  my  experience  is  that  split-cane  does  give 
and  bend  more^than  greenheart  with  an  equal  strain 
up  to  a  certain'  point,  the  difference  being  that  in 


greenheart  the  factor  of  safety,  as  regards  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  curve,  ceases  about  the  centre  of 
the  middle  joint,  with  the  result  if  the  strain  is 
increased  and  the  curve  continued  beyond  the  factor 
of  safety,  which  is  situated  in  the  middle  joint,  a 
smash  or  fracture  is  the  natural  consequence.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  same  strain  will  cause  the  split- 
cane  to  assume  a  more  circular  curve,  or,  in  other 
words,  it  gives  more  and  bends  more,  and  the  strain 
can  be  increased  until  the  curve  continues  to  tlie 
butt,  and  even  then  the  factor  of  safety  is  not  ex- 
ceeded, so  that  up  to  a  certain  point  split-cane  gives 
more  than  greenheart,  but  the  straitj  that  will  frac- 
tiu-e  the  middle  piece  of  a  greenheart  can  be  exceeded 
and  easily  borne  by  a  good  split-cane  with  absolute 
safety,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  material,  as  how- 
ever carefully  greenheart  may  be  selected  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  grain  to  continue  true  to  the  axis 
of  the  rod  throughout  its  entire  length,  while  with 
each  succeeding  year  the  resistance  of  the  rod  and 
the  curve  deteriorates,  and  the  wood  becomes  more 
brittle  and  untrustworthy. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  I  have  used  green- 
heart I  have  had  manj'  vexatious  smashes  with  big 
fish,  both  on  Scotch  and  Norwegian  rivers,  while  I 
have  never  once  broken  any  of  my  split-canes.  On 
one  of  my  split-canes,  a  5oz.  fly  rod,  I  have  battled 
with  both  salmon  and  pike  and  have  subjected  it  to 
an  amount  of  strain  and  ill-usage  that  would  have 
smashed  all  the  greenheart  fly  rods  Mr.  Malloch 
or  Mr.  Hardy  ever  made.  It  is  by  an  unknown 
English  maker,  and  cost  the  modest  smn  of  one 
guinea,  which  accounts  for  the  ill-usage  I  have 
subjected  it  to. 

If  Mr.  Hardy  could  supply  a  similar  rod  at  an 
equally  low  price  he  would  do  much  towards  making 
split-cane  more  popular,  and  but  for  the  prohibitive 
price  of  a  good  split-cane,  greenheart  would  be  as 
dead  as  Queen  Anne. — Y"ours  truly, 

James  F.  Cabbuthebs  Bell. 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  afraid  Mr.  Hardy  has  fallen 
between  two  stools,  he  does  not  like  to  acknowledge 
that  Mr.  Enright  can  cast  further  than  he  can,  nor 
does  he  like  to  admit  that  a  light  greenheart  salmon 
rod  beat  a  heavy  split-cane  one ;  but  it  must  be 
either  the  man  or  the  rod  that  was  the  best,  or 
perhaps  a  little  of  both,  and  I  am  afraid  this 
"  unfortunate  mistake  "  will  have  to  hold  good  until 
another  tournament  is  held,  and  he  can  then  try  and 
reverse  the  result. 

If  every  defeated  competitor  wanted  a  fresh  com- 
petition all  to  himself  there  would  be  no  end  to 
them. — Yours  truly,  Greenheart. 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  subscribed  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  many  years,  and  have  derived  both  plea- 
sure and  profit  from  its  perusal.  But,  sir,  have  your 
readers  been  naughty  that  you  should  compel  them 
to  read  all  the  apparently  never-ending  letters  on 
the  merits  of  greenheart  and  split-cane  ? 

For  a  little  time  it  was  possible  to  get  some  plea- 
sure from  the  correspondence,  but  one's  appetite 
palls  on  satiety,  and  I  am  quite  sure  I  voice  the 
thoughts  of  many  of  your  readers  when  1  implore 
you  to  let  the  guillotine  fall  on  this  tiresome  contro- 
versy, and  by  so  doing  give  it  a  merciful  ending. 

Week  by  week  we  are  informed  that  "several 
letters  are  unavoidably  held  over,"  and,  sir,  if  such 
letters  deal  with  this  over-discussed  subject,  you 
put  your  readers  under  an  obligation  b.y  withholding 
them,  but  if  they  deal  with  other  sulajects,  may  I 
suggest  that  they  are  published,  and  that  any  more 
letters  on  the  subject  of  greenheart  and  split-cane 
be  "  unavoidably  "  withheld  to  the  end  of  time. 

If  makers  desire  to  extol  the  merits  of  the  goods 
they  manufacture,  let  them  do  so  in  the  advertise- 
ments, and  pay  for  so  doing. 

My  own  experience  is  that  it  is  by  no  means 
necessary  to  pay  the  extravagant  prices  charged  by 
makers  for  split-cane  rods  to  .ensure  success  in 
angling. 

I  possess  a  £5  5s.  split-cane,  made  by  a  leading 
maker,  which  is  certainly  "a  thing  of  beauty,"  but 
I  cannot  claim  it  to  be  "  a  joy  for  ever,"  as  I  am  of 
opinion  that  with  a  greenheart  rod,  stained  olive, 
made  by  a  provincial  tackle-maker,  I  can  throw  a 
fly  straighter  and  better.    This  rod  cost  IDs.  Cd. 

And  how  many  anglers  do  we  all  know  who, 
working  with  the  cheapest  of  rods,  can  secure 
baskets  unattainable  by  the  majority  of  split-cane 
men  ? 

Theory  is  well,  but  practice  is  better,  and  in  spite 
of  all  that  has  been  written,  it  is  yet  chacun  d  son 
goUt. — Yours  truly,  N.  P. 


DISEASE  OF  TROUT  IN  TASMANIA. 

Dear  Sir, — From  remarks  give*  of  the  Tasmanian 
trout,  no  doubt  they  have  overfed  their  fish  and 
brought  on  disease  of  the  spine,  which  would  no 


doubt  turn  the  fish  a  bad  colour.    The  weight  they 
give  of  their  fish  shows  they  have  been  overfed. 
Feed  them  if  they  require  it — much   better  on 
natural  food,  and  more  exercise. — Yours  truly. 
Reivers  Well,  Rothbury.       Jas.  H.  Woesley. 


RAPID  GROWTH  OF  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  your  "  Occasional 
Note"  in  the  Fishing  Oazet'e  of  Oct.  27  as  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  rainbow  trout,  I  remember  having 
seen  a  statement  very  many  years  ago  of  the  extra- 
ordinarily rapid  growth  of  small  ordinary  bi-own 
trout  placed  in  a  pond,  which  was  afterwards 
emptied  within  a  comparatively  short  period,  at 
Glenstal,  co.  Limerick,  Ireland,  by  Sir  Matthew 
Barrington,  the  owner  of  that  property.  As  far  as 
I  can  remember,  the  trout  which  had  been  put  in 
quite  small  had  increased  within  about  a  year  to 
weights  of  over  a  pound  or  perhaps  two. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 


GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
Frank  Hills,  if  he  wants  good  coarse  fishing  I  can 
thoroughly  recommend  the  River  Waveney.  The 
river  is  simply  full  of  roach  (several  over  21b.  have 
been  landed  recently),  bream,  perch,  and  pike.  I 
shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  every  information.  All 
free  fishing. — Yours  truly,  M.  J.  McQuire. 

Waveney  Hotel,  Northgate-street, 
Beccles. 


FRESH-WATER  MUSSELS. 
Dear  S[r, — Your  correspondent  (Mr.  Waterer) 
reminds  me  of  a  similar  exiierience  which  happened 
to  me  when  fishing  in  Clumber  Lake  a  year  ago. 
While  trolling  for  pike  with  a  spoon-bait  I  caught  a 
large  fresh-water  mussel,  as  big  as  a  man's  fist. 
The  keeper  called  it  a  "  horse-mussel,"  and  threw 
it  into  the  lake  again — he  seemed  to  treat  it  as 
quite  a  common  occurrence.  I  thought  at  the  time 
that  I  had  got  hold  of  the  mussel  acL-identally,  but 
after  reading  your  correspondent's  letter  it  seems 
probable  that  the  bivalve  actually  made  for  my 
spoon. — Yours  truly,  G.  W.  H. 


RUNNING  THE  WORM  FOR  GRAYLING. 

Deab  Sir, — Now  that  the  first  nip  of  October 
frost  is  in  the  air,  may  I  ask  through  your  paper 
information  on  the  following  points: — • 

1.  The  best  method  of  worm  fishing  for  grayling. 

2.  The  best  hook  and  tackle. 

3.  Is  it  necessary  to  always  use  a  float  ? 

The  river  I  fish  is  rather  a  shallow  one,  and  the 
fish  at  this  time  of  year  lie  where  the  water  is  oftea 
not  more  than  9in.  to  12in.  deep.  To  use  a  float  in 
such  places  teads  to  frighten  oven  such  long-suffering 
fish  as  grayling.  The  Stewart  tackle,  very  small 
size,  with  very  small  worm,  and  fished  in  the  same 
way  as  upstream  worm  for  trout,  I  have  found  most 
taking  under  such  circumstances,  but  I  ask  for 
information  from  men  of  wider  experience. 

4.  Is  it  useful  to  throw  into  a  run  from  time  to 
time  a  few  worms  cut  up  sm^ll  ? 

Any  letters  on  the  above  points  will  be  read  care- 
fully by — Yours  truly,  Thymallus. 

HOW  TO  SHAPE  A  LANDING-NET. 

Dear  Sib,— If  "  Hibernia  "  will  proceed  as  follows 
he  will  have  no  difficulty  :  — 

Net  upon  a  foundatioir  string  any  number  of 
loops;  then  net  double  the  number  of  rows  save 
one  ;  draw  out  the  foundation  string,  and  there  will 
then  be  a  square  of  netting,  each  side  of  which 
will  have  the  same  number  of  loops  as  was  started 
with  on  the  foundation  string.  Proceed  to  net 
round  this  square.  The  corner  loops  want  a  little 
humouring  for  the  first  few  rounds,  but  after  that 
all  will  go  smoothly. 

The  size  of  the  net  depends,  of  course,  upon  the 
nimaber  of  stitches  started  with  and  the  size  of 
the  mesh  used;  and  its  even  hang  and  symmetry 
are  regulated  by  putting  in  false  meshes  in  the 
proper  place. 

Assuming  that  the  net  to  be  made  is  for  a  12in. 
to  14in.  ring,  and  it  is  intended  to  use  a  five-eighths 
of  an  inch  mesh,  start  with  eleven  loops  upon  the 
foundation  string,  which  will  give  forty-four  loops 
round  the  square.  In  netting  the  fu-at  row  round 
the  square  put  in  four  false  meshes — that  is,  net 
two  loops  upon  one — one  in  the  middle  of  each  of 
the  four  sides;  net  the  second  low  without  any 
false  meshes,  but  in  the  third  and  fifth  rows  put 
eight  false  meshes  in  each  row  at  about  equal 
intervals  round  the  circumference.  There  will  now 
be  sixty-four  meshes  round  the  circumference,  and 
all  that  is  necessary  is  to  continue  netting  round 
and  round  until  the  net  is  of  the  depth  required. — 
Yours  truly,  Arnold  Brierley. 

Preston. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Itchen  and  Test 

It  is  astonishing  to  find  that  anglers  who  fish 
the  Itchen  and  Test,  and  all  those  people  who 
bene6t  by  the  high  reputation  of  those  rivers  as 
trout  streams,  do  not  rise  in  their  thousands,  like 
the  May  Flies  on  their  lower  reaches,  and  hold 
meetings  and  send  deputations,  and  generally  show 
that  they  consider  the  making  of  the  most  cele- 
.  brated  of  trout  rivers  into  tenth-rate  salmon  rivers 
would  be  a  calamity  for  Hampshire  and  for  angling. 

Loch  Leven  and  the  Changes. 

On  another  page  I  give  an  account  of  an  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  of  Glasgow,  on  the 
burning  question  of  the  future  of  Loch  Leven. 
The  transfer  of  the  lease  of  the  loch  from  the  Loch 
Leven  Angling  Association  to  the  Tay  Salmon 
Fishing  Company  is  one  I  personally  should  view 
with  apprehension  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
moving  spirit  of  the  Tay  Association  is  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch.  I  think  we  may  be  pretty  sure  that 
Mr.  Malloch  will  not  wipe  all  the  angling  clubs  in 
Scotland  out  of  existence,  as  Mr.  Robertson  fears 
will  be  the  case  ! 


The  Reported  "8olb."  Tv?eed  Salmon. 

Writing  from  Calais  on  Nov.  4,  Mr.  Chas.  A. 
Pay  ton  says : — 

"In  case  you  do  not  receive  more  detailed 
report  from  other  sources,  a  friend  of  mine  living 
near  Berwick  says  that  he  heard  from  people  likely 
to  be  well  informed  that  the  real  weight  of  the  big 
fish  cast  up  on  Spittal  beach  was  701b.  (which  of 
course  would  not  be  a  record  for  British  waters). 
He  adds  that  it  is  a  pity  it  was  not  caught  in  the 
river  on  the  rod,  in  which,  for  every  reason,  I  am 
sure  you  and  your  readers  will  concur. 

"I  am  hoping  to  be  on  the  Lower  Tweed  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  7,  but  am  much  afraid  'she' 


will  be  still  too  big.  S.W.  wind  and  rain  here 
to-day." 

I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Payton,  and  I  hope  he 
will  get  an  80-pounder  with  his  rod  !  No  angler 
better  deserves  such  a  "crowning  mercy,"  as 
Cromwell  used  to  call  his  victories. 


Messrs.  Foster's  Annual  Stock-taking  Sale. 

Messrs.  Foster  Bros.,  the  well-known  fishing 
tackle  manufacturers  and  inventors  of  improve- 
ments in  fishing  tackle,  are  advertising  their 
annual  stock-taking  sale,  an  opportunity  which 
may  be  taken  advantage  of  with  very  satisfactory 
results. 


A  Watch-Chain  of  Angling  Swivels. 

Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter-lane,  London,  the  well- 
known  tackle-maker,  has  brought  out  a  little 
novelty  in  the  shape  of  a  watch-chain  made  up  of 
German  silver  swivels,  each  about  an  inch  long 
and  linked  together  to  make  a  chain,  with  strong 
spring-hooks  at  each  end,  and  a  centre-piece  to  put 
in  waistcoat  button-hole.  It  makes  a  very  strong 
and  handsome  chain  for  two  shilhngs,  and  might 
prove  very  useful  to  an  angler  on  some  fishing 
expedition  when  swivels  are  unobtainable.  It  is 
the  idea  of  Mr.  Gillett,  jun. 

A  281b.  Conway  Salmon. 

Mr.  W.  Fitz-Norman  Ellis  writes  :— 
"Mr.  Wm.  Holbrook,  of  Denemere,  Farndon, 
Cheshire,  who  used  to  reside  in  this  neighbourhood, 
was  fortunate  enough  to  capture  the  record  salmon 
of  the  season  on  Friday,  Oct.  26,  just  below  the 
junction  of  the  Llugwy  with  the  Conway.  The 
fish,  which  weighed  over  281b.,  succumbed  to  a 
silver  spoon.  It  made  a  good  fight,  taking  out 
1.50  yards  of  line,  and  was  gaffed  by  Tom  Hughes, 
the  river  watclier." 


"The  Overhead  Cast." 

Mr.  Leonard  Crossle  writes:  — 
"  In  your  interesting  report  of  the  recent  Casting 
Tournament  in  New  York  you  mention  that  in  the 
single-handed  bait-casting  events  each  '  contestant 
was  required  to  cast  with  a  |oz.  weight  overhead.' 
The  italics  are  mine. 

"  Now,  the  overhead  cast  is,  I  understand,  almost 
universally  adopted  by  American  bait-casters.  If, 
therefore,  the  wording  of  your  report  is  correct, 
the  logical  inference  seems  to  be  that  the  organisers 
of  the  Tournament  sought,  as  they  were  fully 
justified  in  doing,  to  protect  American  anglers 
from  the  competition  of  those  who  might  have  cast 
a  greater  distance  by  other  and — presumably- 
superior  methods  of  casting.  The  length  and 
weight  of  the  rod  to  be  used  were  already  deter- 
mined by  the  fact  that  casts  had  to  be  made 
single-handed. 

"It  would,  I  think,  be  of  some  interest  if  some 
of  your  correspondents  who  are  skilled  in  both  the 
overhead  and  the  ordinary  Nottingham  cast 
would  tell  us  which  of  the  two  they  consider  to  be 
the  more  effective  in  casting  light  weights. 

"  What  is  the  longest  recorded  cast  with  a  ^oz. 
weight  made  from  the  reel  in  the  Nottingham 
style  with  either  a  single  or  two-handed  rod  ?  Does 
it  exceed  the  record  of  198ft.  lOin.  made  by 
E.  B.  Bartholomew  at  Chicago  ? 

"  Personally,  I  shall  be  a  good  deal  surprised  to 
learn  that  this  is  so.  For.  from  the  few  attempts 
I  have  made  in  this  direction,  I  am  inchned  to 
beUeve  that  much  greater  force  can  be  used  and 
greater  accuracy  attained  when  casting  overhead. 
The  chief  objection  to  this  method  seems  to  be 
that  it  presui^poses  the  use  of  a  trace  whipped  on 
to  the  line  and  free  from  all  projections  such  as 
leads,  swivels,  or  knots,  since  the  weight  must  be 
reeled  in  close  to  the  point  of  the  rod. 

"I  may,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  for  pointing  out 
that  the  results  of  this  New  York  Tournament 
bear  out  in  great  measure  the  arguments  advanced 
by  me  in  an  article  contributed  to  your  columns  in 
favour  of  short  rods,  fine  lines,  and  reels  of  small 
diameter  and  low  momentum.  If,  as  I  shrewdly 
suspect,  we  are  a  long  way  behind  our  American 
cousins  in  the  casting  of  light  weights  from  the 
reel,  would  it  not  be  well  if  our  tackle-makers  and 
anglers  were  to  borrow  a  leaf  or  two  from  the 
American  book  ? 

"The  trend  of  modern  anglmg  is  all  in  the  direc- 
tion of  gossamer  tackle  and  light  weights,  and 
while  the  ordinary  angler  probably  cares  little  for 


the  power  of  casting  such  great  distances  as  seventy 
or  eighty  yards,  still  any  improvement  in  tackle 
which  will  enable  him  to  cast  weights  of  half  an 
ounce  or  less,  let  us  say,  half  this  distance,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  without  any  tedious  prelimi- 
nary coiling  of  the  line,  would  be  of  real  value. 

"  By  the  way,  the  capture  of  mussels  must  be  a 
frequent  occurrence  in  waters  where  they  abound. 
I  myself  have  caught  them  at  least  three  times, 
once  when  spinning  and  twice  on  a  ledger.  On  the 
last  occasion  the  ledger  had  been  out  some  twenty 
minutes  when  the  tell-tale  paste  was  jerked  a  full 
inch  off  the  ground.  I  struck,  felt  a  weight  on  the 
line,  reeled  in  and  found  that  a  mussel  .3in.  long 
had  taken  my  hook  baited  with  a  gentle." 

In  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  1902  I  gave  some  excellent  illustrations  of  the 
American  method  of  direct  overhead  casting  with 
the  very  short  rod  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  C.  G.  Levison, 
who  competed,  I  see,  in  the  recent  New  York 
tournament.  In  this  style  of  casting  the  angler 
faces  the  particular  spot  where  he  wants  his  bait 
to  go.  As  far  as  great  accuracy  goes  the  American 
style  must  beat  any  side-swing  style,  but  for  all- 
round  -fishing  purposes  I  doubt  whether  our  style 
is  not  more  efficacious.  But  I  should  greatly  like  to 
see  a  real  American  expert  at  work  with  the  short 
rod  and  overhead  cast. 


How  to  Deal  with  Cormorants. 

"  Cymro  "  writes : — 

"  I  would  suggest  a  very  effective  way  of  dealing 
with  cormorants.  If  'Cormorant'  would  place  a 
few  cartridges  of  dynamite  on  the  island  and  run 
a  wire  to  the  shore,  he  could  blow  the  lot  to  blazes 
with  one  shot.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  difficult 
matter  to  get  the  necessary  apparatus.  I  might 
be  able  to  assist  him  in  that." 

This  would  be  illegal  I  fear,  and  would  be  far 
too  dangerous,  even  if  fired  by  electricity.  To  set 
such  a  death-trap  might  mean  catching  a  man ! 

How  to  Get  Rid  of  Cormorants. 

Several  correspondents  have  kindly  rephed  to  the 
query  as  to  how  to  get  rid  of  cormorants,  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  3  (see  our 
always  interesting  correspondence  columns  this 
week).  One  of  the  most  original  and  simple  plans, 
however,  appears  to  be  the  following,  kindly  sent 
to  me  by  the  Vicomte  de  Poncins:  — 

"Sm, — If  'Cormorant'  wants  to  get  rid  of  cor- 
inorants,  the  following  recipe  might  be  useful  to 
him.  If  the  birds  are  usually  coming  to  a  small 
island  of  about  five  square  yards,  it  ought  to  be 
possible  to  destroy  them  by  putting  some  glue  on 
the  rocks.  To  make  a  good  glue,  lasting  a  good 
long  time  without  getting  hard,  and  not  spoilt  by 
rain  or  water,  take  about  a  gallon  of  'huile  delin,' 
or  linseed  oil,  set  fire  to  it  until  about  one-half  of 
the  whole  lot  is  burnt,  then  put  the  fire  out 
and  let  it  cool.  It  will  be  easy  to  bring  it  down  to 
a  proper  consistency  by  setting  it  on  fire  again  if 
too  liquid,  but  one  has  to  remember  that  as  long  as 
it  is  hot  it  keeps  more  fluid  than  when  it  is 
cold.    It  will  be  right  when  in  a  sort  of  jelly. 

"  A  few  hints  to  make  it :  Take  an  old  pail  to 
bum  it  in,  as  it  will  be  ruined  for  good  and  ever  ; 
to  set  fire  to  the  oil,  warm  it  up  on  a  fire  before,  or 
take  a  spoonful  of  it  and  when  on  fire  throw  it  in 
the  pail ;  do  it  outside  as  the  smoke  and  smell  are 
most  offensive  ;  have  a  large  piece  of  wet  cloth  to 
thiow  over  the  burning  pail  to  put  the  fire  out,  as 
nothing  will  stoi)  it  but  that. 

"Now  to  use  it:  Cut  a  few  twigs  about  fifteen 
inches  long,  perfectly  clean  and  pliant,  about  the 
size  of  a  knitting-needle,  cover  them  over  with  the 
glue  and  stick  them  in  every  place  on  the  rocks— 
they  must  be  standing  on  end  and  loosely  fixed  so 
as  to  stick  to  the  bird  touching  them — then  cover 
the  rocks  with  glue  and  watch  a  cormorant  coming. 
If  things  are  well  prepared,  he  will  never  fly  again, 
but  get  hopelessly  glued. 

"I  hope  this  may  bo  useful  to  your  corre- 
spondent." 


Fresh-water  Mussels  a  Trap  for  Cormorants. 

Our  old  contributor,  Mr.  F.  S.  Perkin,  sends  me 
the  following  note :  — 

"  The  incident  reported  by  Mr.  Waterer  in  your 
issue  of  Oct.  27  of  a  fresh-water  mussel  seizing  a 
triangle,  and  that  by  'G.  W.  H.'  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  3  recording  a  similar  experience 
with  a  spoon-bait,  to  which  may  be  added  the 
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query  I  of  thei  former  gentleman  as  to  their  eating 
small  fish,  may  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  deserve 
a  little  further  space.  The  species  of  fresh-water 
mollusca  referred  to  are  three  in  number,  that  is, 
Anadonta  cygnea  (the  swan),  or  largest ;  Anadonta 
anatina  (the  duck),  next  in  size  ;  and  Unto,  whose 
valves  are  more  elongated  than  ovate. 

*'  The  terms  here  given  in  conchology  are  of  the 
type  or  order,  and  each  member  has  a  number  of 
varieties  In  size  and  conformation.  Like  many  of 
the  land  shells,  these  creatures  are  flesh  eaters,  and 
as  they  suspend  themselves  in  the  mud  with  their 
powerful  valves  projecting  and  open,  with  sucker 
extended,  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  an  un- 
suspecting insect,  and  possibly  small  fish,  falls  a 
prey  to  the  fatal  snap  of  the  powerful  hinge  ;  dis- 
memberment and  digestion  may  thus  take  place 
uninterruptedly  from  the  interior.  We  know  that 
fish  digest  very  quickly,  so  may  these  shellfish 
also.  As  to  the  incidents  of  the  triangle  and 
spoon,  these  may  be  cases  of  '  mistaken  identity,' 
or  more  probably  caused  by  a  sense  of  fear  by  the 
hard  metal  touching  the  delicate  organism  of  the 
creature.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  open  the 
oyster  will  know  what  immense  muscular  hinge- 
power  these  creatures  possess.  This  reminds  me 
of  an  incident  which  came  to  my  knowledge  when 
I  hved  at  Tenby  some  years  ago.  It  was  a  bat*le 
royal  between  one  of  the  extremely  large  oysters 
there  found  and  a  cormorant,  in  which  the  latter 
had  to  succumb.  He  had  dived  to  the  attack, 
and  the  powerful  valves  had  closed  on  his  long 
bill ;  hence  the  struggle  for  fife  or  death  between 
two  creatures  so  dissimilar  in  conformation.  Some 
fishermen  watched  the  struggle  on  the  surface  of 
the  sea,  and  picked  up  the  dead  or  dying  bird  in 
the  still  firm  grip  of  his  adversary." 

What  a  good  thing  it  would  be  if  ninety- nine 
out  of  every  hundred  cormorants  got  themselves 
and  their  long  bills  "  settled  "  in  the  same  way! 
Mr,  Parkin's  story  enables  one  to  understand  the 
mysterious  disappearances  of  anglers  who  have 
never  been  seen  again,  especially  Scottish  anglers 
who  wade  in  kilts.  They  have  been  eaten  by 
Anadonta  cygnea.  R.  B.  Marston. 


NOTES  AND  QUEEIES  FEOM  MY 
NOTEBOOK. 


Things  have  not  been  propitious  with  me  of  late 
for  indulging  in  the  pleasure  of  writing  on  matters 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  angling,  and 
this  has  led  to  quite  an  accumulation  of  material 
in  the  shape  of  rough,  brief  notes,  some  of  which 
may  have  lost  in  the  meantime  whatever  interest 
they  might  have  offered  at  the  time  when  I  made 
them.  Leaving  to  the  genial  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  to  decide  which  of  them  are  to  find  a  place 
in  the  pages  of  the  Gazette  and  which  are  to  be  con- 
signed to  the  waste-paper  basket,  I  shall  try  to 
put  some  of  them  into  shape. 

1.  About  the  food  of  the  stag-beetle. — In  the 
"  Amateur  Angler's  "  delightful  book,  "  Fishing  for 
Pleasure  and  Catching  It,"  I  find  grandfather  and 
grandson  in  a  difficulty  regarding  the  food  of  the 
stag-beetle.  This  difficulty  is  not  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  angling,  but,  as  I  suppose  that  a  good 
many  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  hold  the 
view  that  "  it  is  not  all  of  angling  to  catch  fish,"  I 
presume  the  following  data  about  the  question 
under  consideration  may  be  of  interest. 

I  spent  five  years  of  my  boyhood  at  a  well- 
known  German  school — Keilhau,  in  the  principality 
of  Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt,  Thuringia.  The  school 
being  situated  in  a  small  village,  we  enjoyed 
considerable  freedom  and  many  opportunities  for 
studying  natural  history  in  a  practical  if  uncon- 
ventional way,  and  one  of  my  chief  hobbies  was  to 
keep  pets  of  all  kinds.  Among  these  I  kept  for 
some  time  a  pair  of  splendid  stag-beetles.  After 
having  had  them  for  two  or  three  days  I  found  out, 
to  my  great  dismay,  that  the  food  with  which  I 
supplied  them,  in  the  shape  of  fresh  leaves  and 
grass,  remained  untouched.  Not  feeling  ready  to 
let  them  free,  still  less  to  lose  them  through 
starvation,  I  consulted  kind  "  Doctor  John," 
Director  Barop's  eldest  son.  He  told  me  that  the 
powerful  mandibles  of  the  stag-beetle  (those  of  the 
female  are  very  small  but  extremely  strong)  are 
used  in  order  to  make  indentations  in  the  bark  of 
young  shoots  of  trees,  while  the  tripartite  "  furry  " 
brownish  projection  in  the  centre  of  lower  "lip"  (?) 


is  used  to  suck  the  sap  exuding  from  said  indenta- 
tions. He  further  suggested  that  I  should  try  to 
feed  my  prisoners  with  sugar  water,  or  with  a  thin 
syrup. 

Taking  a  piece  of  sugar  about  the  size  of  a 
filbert,  I  saturated  it  with  water,  and  pushed  one 
of  my  beetles  with  said  "  furry  "  organ  against  it ; 
a  few  seconds  of  resistance,  and  a  few  more  of  in- 
decision, and  that  three-pronged  instrument  began 
to  work  forward  and  backward  in  a  businesslike 
way — "pumping"  the  sweet  liquid  in  a  most 
efficient  manner.  The  male  having  been  fed,  came 
the  turn  of  the  female,  who  took  to  this  artificial 
food  just  as  readily  as  the  male.  And  thus  both 
my  stag-beetles  were  kept,  not  only  alive  but  very 
lively,  for  something  like  six  weeks.  I  released 
them  just  before  the  Michaelmas  vacation,  when 
starting  for  the  usual  pedestrian  tour  which  lasted 
from  ten  days  to  a  fortnight,  and  they  flew  away 
in  fine  style,  none  the  worje  for  their  prolonged 
imprisonment. 

And  here  I  may  add  that  some  years  ago  I  hap- 
pened to  relate  this  experience  to  a  friend  who 
took  it  in  a  spirit  of  scepticism  ;  so  I  looked  the 
matter  up  in  P.  Larousse's  "  Grand  Dictionnaire 
Universel,"  and  was  pleased  to  find  Dr.  John 
Barop's  statement  of  the  case  strongly  corfobo- 
rated,  as  the  following  verbatim  quotation  shows : 
"  D'apres  de  Goer,  les  cerfs- volants  ne  feraient 
sous  cette  forme  (in  the  'perfect'  or  beetle-stage 
of  their  existence)  aucun  tort  aux  arbres,  et  ne  se 
nourriraient  que  de  la  liqueur  mielleuse  dont  les 
feuilles  du  chene  sont  enduites  (?  B.T.)  M.  Hollard 
dit  meme,  que  les  pincemtx  de  poil  qui  terminent 
leur  Uvre  infcrieure  sont  employes  par  eiix  d  recueilUr 
les  liqueurs  sucrees  que  les  crevasses  des  ccorces 
laissent  suinter."    The  italics  are  mine. 

The  "  honey -like  liquid  "  which  covers  now  and 
then  the  leaves  of  different  trees  ("honey-dew" 
we  call  it  in  Russian)  is  not  likely  to  be  a  constant 
and  sufficient  source  of  food  ;  neither  is  the  sap 
exuding  from  rifts  in  the  bark,  its  flow  being 
limited  to  the  early  part  of  summer.  But  later  on 
begins  the  ripening  of  different  kinds  of  fruit,  and 
Lucanus  Cervus  has  only  to  take  matters  easily 
and  to  go  from  one  source  of  food  to  another,  from 
early  spring  to  late  autumn,  when  the  time  comes 
for  him  to  seek  his  winter  quarters. 

2.  "Mascalonge,"  "  Muskalonge,"  "Maskinonge  " 
— which  is  the  correct  spelling  ?  I  am  fully  aware 
that  it  may  appear  somewhat  ..."  enter- 
prising," to  put  it  mildly,  for  a  foreigner  to  try 
and  give  his  opinion  on  this  question,  unless  he 
should  happen  to  be  a  recognised  authority  in 
philological  questions  (which  I  am  not).  But, 
primo :  "  du  choc  des  opinions — jaillit  la  verite," 
and,  secundo  :  we  are  devotees  of  the  "  gentle  art," 
"  brethren  of  the  rod,"  and  there  is  an  undoubted 
and  strong  feeling  of  good  fellowship  that  knits  us 
together.  Therefore,  one  need  not  feel  afraid  of 
stating  his  opinion,  his  surmise,  even  in  a  matter 
where  it  is  very  easy  to  "  come  down  a  cropper." 
If  I  do,  "  brethren,  spare  the  rod !  " 

When  I  became  acquainted  with  American 
fishing  literature,  "  Mascallonge  "  seemed  to  be  the 
speUing ;  later  on,  I  met  with  the  spelling 
"Maskinonge,"  and  of  late,  "  Muskallonge "  and 
"  Muskallunge  "  seem  to  come  to  the  fore.  The 
origin  of  the  name  (as  far  as  I  can  trust  my 
memory)  is  invariably  given  as  French,  "  masque- 
allonge" — "elongated  snout,"  and  I  must  say 
that  I  never  could  bring  myself  to  accept  this 
etymology,  for  the  following  reasons : 

Primo:  Admitting  that  the  first  French  settlers 
gave  a  French  name  to  Esox  nobilior,  it  would 
have  been  the  most  natural  thing  for  them  to  give 
it  the  name  under  which  the  pike  of  their  native 
country  was  known  to  them — namely,  "le 
brochet"  ;  the  difference  between  the  two  fish  is 
not  so  considerable  as  to  appeal  to  the  mind  of  the 
casual  observer,  and,  most  certainly,  it  would 
have  been  much  more  natural  for  these  men  to 
skip  over  the  finer  details  of  the  existing  difference 
than  to  work  out  a  new  name.  And,  I  may  add, 
that  the  word  "masque"  in  this  case  does  not 
appear  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the 
French  language ;  "  museau  "  would  be  much  more 
appropriate. 

Secundo  :  When  I  first  came  across  the  nams 
"  Maskinonge,"  I  at  once  thought  of  Longfellow's 
beautiful  "Song  of  Hiawatha":  "Saw  the  pike, 
the  Maskenozha"  (Hiawatha's  Fasting,  V.); 
"  And  he  said  to  the  Kenozha,  to  the  Pike,  the 
Maskenozha,  Take  the  bait  of  this  rude  fellow, 
Break    the    lino    of    Hiawatha!"  (Hiawatha's 


Fishing,  VIII.).  Further  on,  we  again  meet  with 
"Kenozha"'  and  "Maskenozha."  From  this  it 
would  appear: — I.  That  the  name  of  the  pike  in 
Ojibway  is  "Kenozha,"  and  that  "Mas"  is  an 
adjective  (perhaps  equivalent  to  "Mishe,"  as  in 
"  Mishe-Nahma,"  "  Mishe-Mokwa '■').  IL  That 
"Maskinonge"  is  the  "white  man's"  rendering  of 
the  Indian  name  5'  Maskenozha." 

3.  About  "  Mahseer." — "  In  for  a  penny — in  for 
a  pound!"  Should  I  come  in  for  som?  vitupera- 
tion on  account  of  my  excursion  into  the  wilds  of 
Indian  etymology,  I  may  just  as  well  get  a  double 
dose  of  it  by  making  an  attempt  to  settle  some 
doubts  that  have  been  rankling  in  my  mind  with 
regard  to  the  correctness  of  this  name  in  applica- 
tion to  the  different  species  of  fish  which  go  by  it 
at  the  present  time. 

These  doubts  arose  on  my  becoming  acquainted 
with  Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas'  splendid  book,  "  The  Rod 
in  India  "  (second  edition),  through  comparison  of 
the  different  plates  of  mahseer  which  he  gives.  In 
the  third  edition  the  three  typical  mahseer  are 
represented  in  Plates  I.,  II.,  and  III.  There  is  a 
considerable  similarity  in  some  details  between  the 
fish  shown  in  Plates  I.  and  III. — elongated  head, 
projection  of  abdomen  at  root  of  anal  fin,  strong 
osseous  ray  in  dorsal  fin.  There  is  a  difference  in 
outline,  too ;  one  is  a  very  deep  fish,  while  the 
other  is  of  a  rather  elongated  shape.  But  this 
may  be  due  to  the  fact  of  the  former  fish  having 
been  a  very  large  and  well-fed  specimen,  while  the 
latter  one  was  a  young  one,  of  small  weight,  and 
not  so  well  fed.  Anyone  can  ascertain  for  himself 
what  enormous  dift'erence  there  is  between  the 
build  of  a  well-fed  six-pound  chub  and  that  of  a 
lanky  half-pounder,  for  instance.  As  to  the  fish 
shown  in  Plate  II.,  it  is  unlike  either  of  the  above- 
mentioned  fish,  in  general  outline  as  well  as  in 
details.  The  head  is  short,  the  stout  osseous  ray 
in  dorsal  fin  is  absent,  there  is  no  excrescence  of 
the  abdomen  at  root  of  anal  fin. 

On  the  other  hand,  take  Plate  IV.  (third  edition), 
Barbus  Carnaticus  ;  he  certainly  does  look  much 
more  like  a  Mahseer,  as  sho vvn  m  Plates  I.  and  III., 
than  the  fish  shown  in  Plate  II. —strong  osseous 
rays,  excrescences  of  back  and  abdomen  at  roots 
of  dorsal  and  anal  fins,  powerful  build. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Thomas  states  through  the  three 
editions  of  his  book  "  that  there  are  more  Mah- 
seers  than  have  been  named " ;  my  personal 
impression  is  that  the  name  "  Mahseer,"  as  used  at 
present,  is  a  misnomer,  and  covers  about  as  manj'' 
different  species  as  the  old  Latin  name  "  Cyprinus 
used  to  cover  in  the  former  scientific  nomencla- 
ture, when  none  of  the  "  finer  discrimiaations  "  of 
later  years  were  known,  and  all  fish,  from  the  burly 
carp  to  the  tiny  minnow,  were  styled  "  Cyprinus  " 
this  or  that. 

Now,  what  strikes  me  is  this :  I  have  never  come 
across  an  illustration  of  the  Mahseer 's  pharjmgeal 
teeth  ;  worse  still,  in  the  scientific  descriptions  of 
the  different  species  of  Mahseer  quoted  in  "The 
Rod  in  India  "  not  one  word  is  said  regarding  their 
pharjmgeal  teeth,  as  if  such  a  thing  did  not  exist. 
Yet  I  hardly  need  insist  on  the  paramount  import- 
ance of  these  as  "  discriminative  elements,"  if  I 
may  use  such  a  term,  in  the  study  of  fish — anyone 
who  has  studied  ichthyology,  even  as  a  mere 
amateur,  knows  their  value  as  such.  And  I  am 
sura  that  a  good  many  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  would  feel  indebted  to  its  Editor 
for  illustrations  of  the  pharyngeal  teeth  and 
grinding  plates  of  the  different  fish  knovm  in  India 
under  the  name  of  "Mahseer." 

Baron  Paul  Tcheekassov. 


SUNDAY  TRADING  AND  ANGLING. 


In  provincial  towns  a  good  many  hairdressers 
deal  in  fishing  tackle,  and  this  practice  has  led 
certain  Sedan  barbers  to  protect  against  the  laws  in 
restraint  of  Sunday  trading.  They  claim  an  excep- 
tion in  favour  of  perfumery  and  fishing  tackle.  The 
plea  is  ingenious,  but  it  should  be  pointed  out  thsit 
though  people  fish  on  Sunday  they  buy  their  tackle 
during  the  week  and  their  baits  on  Saturday 
evening. — La  Peche  Moderne. 


How  TO  Tie  Troct  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  liad  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Tetter  ],ane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrateil.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  ou  the  subject."— (Jazvlte. 
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LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


Annual  Meeting  of  SHAEESotDEES. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the 
Loch  Leven  Angling  Association,  Ltd.,  was  held 
in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  Monday,  Oct.  29, 
•when  there  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  Geo. 
Henderson  presided.  The  balance-sheet  was  held 
as  read  and  adopted.  The  balance  of  £337  Us.  6d. 
was  carried  forward,  and  no  dividend  was  declared. 
The  three  retiring  directors  were  re-elected,  the 
Rev.  Canon  Holder,  Dundee,  being  elected  a 
director  in  room  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Paton. 

Sir  Basil  Montgomery,  Bart.,  proprietor  of  the 
loch,  made  a  statement  regarding  the  new  lease  for 
the  loch,  the   present  one   expiring  two  years 
hence.    Some  correspondence  had  passed  between 
the  secretary  of  the  association  and  Sir  Basil's 
factor,  which  the  secretary  was  asked  by  Sir  Basil 
to  read.    In  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  secretary  as 
to  whether  Sir  Basil  would  be  prepared  to  enter 
into  negotiations  for  a  new  lease  with  the  present 
association,  he  received  a  reply  on  Aug.  14  to  the 
effect  that,  as  the  lease  did  not  expire  till  1908,  Sir 
Basil  did  not  think  the  time  had  come  for  entering 
into  negotiations  for  a  new  lease.    In  a  later  com- 
munication dated  October,  Sir  Basil  stated  he 
was  not  prepared  to  negotiate  for  a  renewal  of 
the  lease.    Sir  Basil  explained  to  the  meetmg  that 
at  the  annual  meeting  last  year  he  wished  the 
association  to  form  breeding  ponds,  and  to  turn 
trout  into  the  loch,  as  well  as  to  get  control  of  the 
streams  that  run  into  the  loch,  but  they  declined 
to  move  in  the  matter.    He  understood  the  origin 
of  their  association  was  to  keep  the  loch  open  to 
the  public  for  fishing  in  the  loch.   They  had  carried 
on  the  business  fairly  satisfactorily  until  a  few 
years  ago  when  some  diflSculty  transpired  in  con- 
nection with  the  pike.    The  fishing  was  now  a 
rather  different  thing  than  it  was  twenty  years  ago, 
and  it  was  impossible  in  his  opinion  that  they 
could  carry  on  the  fishing  in  the  same  prosperous 
way  that  it  used  to  be  in  the  old  days  if  they  were 
going  to  take  17,000  or  20,000  trout  out  and  put 
nothing   back.    When  last   year  he   asked  the 
directors  if  they  would  take  any  steps  to  improve 
the  fishing  by  turning  in  trout  or  getting  control 
of  the  streams,  he  had  in  view  if  they  did  not 
wish  to  do  that  he  would  do  it  himself.  As 
they  knew,   the  association  did  not  seem  to 
think    it    was    necessary,     and    therefore  he 
was  considering  the  subject  of  what  he  was  to  do. 
Some  time  ago  he  was  approached  by  an  associa- 
tion which  had  a  very  large  capital,  and  which 
understood  the  habits  and  the  breeding  of  trout. 
That  association  was  the  Tay  Salmon  Fishing 
Association  and  Messrs.  Goats.    They  had  done  a 
great  deal  of  work  on  the  Tay,  and  they  were 
prepared  to  spend  a  large  sum  of  money  in  building 
tish  ponds  and  turning  trout  into  the  loch.  A 
rumour  had  got  abroad  that  the  loch  was  to  be 
closed  to  the  public,  but  that  competitions  by 
angling  clubs  were  to  be  allowed.    He  never  had 
the  smallest  intention  of  allowing  such  a  thing  to 
happen.    If  he  was  to  allow  the  fishing  to  be  closed 
to  the  public,  he  would  get  a  higher  rent  for  it.  It 
would  not  be  a  good  thing  for  the  town  of  Kinross 
and  for  the  sport  in  the  country  if  the  loch  was  not 
kept  open.    After  seeing  a  copy  of  the  article  in 
the  Dundee  Advertiser,  in  connection  with  the  state- 
ment that  the  loch  was  to  be  closed  to  the  public,  and 
hearing  the  conversation  of  a  great  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  district,  he  had  written  and  received 
a  letter  from  the  managing  director  of  the  Tay 
Salmon  Fishing  Company,  who  denied  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  company  to  close  the  loch  to 
the  public.    The  boats  would  be  let  to  the  public 
and  clubs  as  hitherto.    After  a  declaration  hke 
that  they  could  trust  to  him  (Sir  Basil)  h9,ving  the 
lease  drawn  up  so  that  the  loch  would  be  open  to 
the  public.    He  thought  that  so  far  as  the  present 
angling  association  was  concerned,  it  was  a  case 
of  getting  others  who  were  prepared  to  pay  con- 
siderably more  to  do  the  work  for  them,  and  he 
did  not  think  they  had  anything  to  complain  of. 
He  was  sorry  he  would  not  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  them  again  in  that  room,  but  he  hoped 
he  would  meet  them  all  again  on  the  loch.  (Hear, 

_  Sir  Basil  was  afterwards  questioned  as  to  whether 
It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  new  association  to 
put  on  prohibitive  charges. 

Sir  Basil  replied  that  they  must  allow  that  he  had 
been  dealing  with  honourable  men,  and  that  when 


they  wrote  a  letter  like  what  he  had  read  they  did 
not  mean  to  try  and  got  hold  of  the  fishing  and 
then  use  it  for  another  purpose. 

Mr.  J.  Gordon  Mason,  Edinburgh,  said  he 
regretted  that  on  Aug.  17  last  they  should  get  a 
letter  from  Sir  Basil's  factor  stating  that  the  time 
had  not  yet  arrived  for  negotiations  for  a  new 
lease,  while  they  found  within  ten  weeks  after  that 
that  negotiations  had  been  concluded  without  the 
matter  having  been  brought  previouslyibefore  the 
association  which  had  been  his  and  bis  father's 
tenants  for  thirty-two  years. 

In  reply  to  Rev.  Canon  Holder,  Dundee,  Sir  Basil 
said  he  was  afraid  it  was  too  late  now  to  consider 
any  offer  from  the  present  association. 

LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING. 

THE  NEW  TENANTS— CHAT  WITH  AN 
EXPERT. 


The  following  interview  with  Mr.  William  Robert- 
son,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  maker,  appeared 

in  the  Glasgoiu  Evening  Citizen  of  Nov.  2 :  

As  a  rule,  the  days  between  Oct.  15  and  March  1 
form  the  trout  angler's  dull  period,  because  they 
constitute  the  "  close  "  time.  Law  does  not  permit 
him  to  cajole  the  pretty  fish  on  to  a  hook  con- 
cealed by  the  delusive  fly  during  that  time.  But 
the  close  season  of  1906-7  has  been  marked  by  at 
least  one  event  calculated  to  relieve  the  tedium  of 
waiting  for  the  signal  of  "  Rods  out !  "  Through- 
out the  country  angling  club  members,  and  the 
myriad  of  others  accustomed  to  the  enjoyment  of 
a  day"s  sport  on  Loch  Leven,  have  been  discussing, 
not  without  a  touch  of  bitterness,  the  prospect  of 
having  their  present  privileges  curtailed  by  the 
transfer  of  the  lease  of  the  loch  from  the  Loch 
Leven  Angling  Association  to  the  Tay  Salmon 
Fishing  Company. 

With  the  object  of  getting  at  some  of  the  facts 
of  the  case  from  an  association  point  of  view,  a 
Citizen  representative  had  a  few  words  with  Mr. 
William  Robertson,  of  Wellington-street,  Glasgow^ 
one  of  the  more  prominent  shareholders  of  the 
association,  and  an  active  enthusiast  in  everything 
pertaining  to  angling. 

"  What  is  your  position  exactly  ?  "  Mr.  Robertson 
was  asked. 

"The  position  of  the  association  is  this.  We 
have  been  tenants  of  the  loch  for  thirty- five  years, 
and  have  been  paying  a  rental  of  from  £800  to 
£1000  in  the  bad  and  good  years.  The  proprietor 
steps  in  and  says  we  have  to  put  up  rearing  ponds. 
This  was  not  done  because  there  are  only  two  years 
of  our  lease  to  run,  and  surely  nobody  could  expect 
us  to  expend  money  for  that  purpose  without  know- 
ing whether  we  should  get  a  renewal  of  the  lease. 
It  is  not  correct  to  say  we  have  done  absolutely 
nothing  for  the  loch.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
association  erected  a  hatchery,  and  maintained  it 
at  their  own  expense,  putting  in  half  a  million  of 
fry  every  year.  You  would  scarcely  call  that  doing 
nothing." 

"  About  the  pike  ?  The  pike  which  overran  the 
loch,  through  the  bursting,  it  is  supposed,  of  the 
reservoir  at  Loch  Glow,  were  cleared  out  entirely 
at  the  expense  of  the  association." 

"  And  do  you  really  think  the  conditions  enjoyed 
by  the  public  at  present  will  be  imfavourably 
affected  by  the  change  of  tenant  ?  '* 

"  Well,  I  cannot  see  how  the  new  company  can 
pay  an  increased  rent  without  raising  the  charges. 
Three  shillings  an  hour  is  as  much  as  the  present 
clientele  would  be  inclined  to  give.  The  new  com- 
pany cannot  make  their  rent  out  of  these  charges, 
and  by  increasing  them  they  will  drive  the  public 
away,  and  the  fishing  rights  will  ultimately,  I 
expect,  drift  into  the  hands  of  some  wealthy  men.'-' 
"  Would  the  association  have  been  disposed  to 
consider  an  increase  in  rent  under  any  circum- 
stances ? " 

♦'I  should  say  most  distinctly  that  if  the  landlord 
had  been  prepared  to  guarantee  the  association  a 
new  lease— one,  preferably,  of  ten  years,  as  his 
father  gave  us— and  removed  some  of  the  restric- 
tions, besides  giving  us  the  privilege  of  erecting  a 
fish  farm,  and  free  sale  of  Loch  Leven  ova  and 
fry,  the  association  would  gladly  have  considered 
the  paying  of  a  higher  rent.  But  we  did  not  get 
the  chance  of  arranging  new  terms,  and  it  is  of 
that  we  complain." 

"There  was  some  talk,  was  there  not,  of  the 
burns  flowing  into  the  loch  being  negotiated  for 
with  their  various  proprietors  ?  " 


"That  is  so.  The  proposal  you  speak  of  emanated 
directly  from  the  directors  of  the  present  association, 
but  the  idea  was  abandoned  because  it  was  realised 
that  the  existence  of  the  law  as  to  the  close  time, 
which  is  the  period  when  the  trout  go  up  the  bums 
to  spawn,  ensured  the  safety  of  the  fish  until  the 
time  when  they  returned  to  the  loch  of  their  own 
accord." 

"  There  will  be  a  great  many  anglers  affected,  I 
suppose,  should  the  loch  be  ultimately  closed  to 
the  public,  as  you  fear  ?  " 

"A  great  many.  AH  the  angling  clubs  in  Scotland 
will  cease  to  exist,  because  there  is  no  substitute 
for  Loch  Leven,  and  you  may  be  sure  that  a  big 
number  of  English  sportsmen  in  the  habit  of  coming 
north  at  the  Whitsuntide  and  Easter  holidays  will 
be  greatly  disappointed." 

"  What  of  Loch  Winnoch  ?  " 

"Ah  well,  it  is  not  the  success  we' could  have 
wished.  There  are  plenty  of  big,  fine  trout— we 
know  that,  because  we  can  see  them — but  they 
will  not  rise.    The  loch  is  too  shallow." 

It  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  outcome  will  bo. 
Certainly  a  great  crowd  of  anglers  are  affected. 

THE  EECOED  FISH   ON  THE 
ABEKDEENSHIKE  DEE. 


As  mentioned  in  our  Scottish  River  Reports  last 
week,  our  correspondent,  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay 
("Special  Scotch"),  -(veil  known  as  an  angler  and 


Mr.  G.       ;Mackay  a^'u  his  oSiLB.  Salmon. 


angling  writer,  hag  had  the  good  luck  to  kill  the 
heaviest  fish  this  year  on  the  Dee,  or  anywhere  else 
north  of  the  Tay,  to  the  fly.  It  was  got  on  Mr. 
W.  E.  Nicol's  Ballogie  section  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  25,  on  a  plain  tricolour  ^Vliite-wing,  took 
thirty-three  minutes  to  land,  and  scaled  SS^lb. 
some  hours  after  on  the  beam  at  the  Aberdeen 
station.  It  was  a  magnificent  cock  fish,  and  gave 
Mr.  Mackay  the  finest  sport  the  heart  of  an  angler 
could  desire.  The  Dee  is  a  hard  river  to  fish,  and 
such  fish  take  some  killing  when  hooked.  The 
Ballogie  water  is  a  fine  stretch  near  the  Bridge  of 
Potarch,  and  Mr.  Nicol,  the  genial  proprietor,  one 
of  the  keenest  of  sportsmen  and  prince  of  good 
fellows.  He  is  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  Mr. 
Macfcay'a  luck. 
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SALMON  AND  TKOUT  FISHING  IN 
THE  INISHOWEN  PENINSULA. 


From  Londonderry  a  brancli  of  the  Lough 
Swilly  Railway  has  been  extended  through  the 
peninsula  of  Inishowen  as  far  as  Carndonagh,  a 
distance  of  some  thirty-two  or  thirty- three  miles. 


close  by  ;  the  middle  reaches  of  the  river  can  best 
be  got  at  by  taking  train  to  Ballymagan  Station  ; 
the  upper  pools  of  all  can  bo  driven  to ;  car  to 
Stracarragh  and  fish  down  to  Ballymagan  ;  or  train 
to  Ballymagan,  fish  up  to  Stracarragh,  and  have  a 
car  to  meet  you  there.  Just  above  Ballymagan 
the  Crana  receives  an  important  tributary,  the 
Owenboy  river,  and  this  is  a  capital  brown  trout 
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A  Pool  on  the 
Typical  of 


This,  in  conjunction  with  the  acquisition  by  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  of  England  of  the 
Northern  Counties  Railway  from  Belfast  to 
Londonderry,  on  which  an  excellent  service  of 
trains  is  run,  opens  out  another  holiday  resort  and 
some  good  fishing  for  salmon,  sea-trout,  and 
brown  trout,  which  is,  in  most  cases,  absolutely 
free.  In  addition,  there  are  golf  hnks,  sea  fishing, 
and  wild-fowling.  The  coast  scenery  is  grand, 
especially  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Swilly,  "the 
lake  of  shadows,"  and  in  the  direction  of  Mahn 
Head,  the  most  northern  point  of  Ireland.  There 
are  beautiful  drives  in  every  direction,  and  visitors 
to  Inishowen,  whether  on  pleasure  or  fishing  bent, 
or  both,  are  sure  to  be  pleased  with  the  facilities 
for  a  pleasant  and  profitable  holiday.  There  is 
limited  accommodation,  clean  and  comfortable, 
with  good  plain  food  well  cooked,  in  several 
villages,  and  if  you  want  first-class  hotel  accom- 
modation you  can  get  it  at  Buncrana,  Carndonagh, 
and  Moville.  Making  either  of  these  your  base, 
you  can  travel  by  rail  to  most  of  the  districts 
presently  referred  to,  returning  at  night ;  others 
can  be  easily  got  at  by  car  ;  but  for  the  early  and 
late  fishing  it  is  best  to  be  on  the  spot,  and  in  this 
connection  write  beforehand  about  your  rooms  or 
you  will  probably  be  disappointed.  The  brown 
trout  fishing  is  best  during  May  and  June,  the  sea- 
trout  fishing  during  August,  and  the  salmon 
fishing  during  July  and  September. 

Close  by  Buncrana  is  the  Mill  river,  on  which 
there  is  six  miles  of  free  broMTi  trout  fishing,  and 
soma  sea-trout  fishing  in  the  Mill  Pool ;  these 
latter  fish  do  not  mount  above  the  Mill  Pool,  as 
there  is  an  obstruction  there  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade,  of  which  an  illustration  is  given.  The 
Mill  river  is  a  very  picturesque  water,  and  many  of 
the  pools,  and  streams  in  the  gorges,  hold  some 
decent  fish ;  in  other  parts  of  the  river  the  trout 
average  about  three  or  four  to  the  pound.  Pretty 
as  it  is,  the  Mill  river  is  but  typical  of  nearly  all 
the  streams  of  Inishowen. 

Buncrana  is  also  the  centre  from  which  to  fish 
the  Crana  river,  locally  termed  the  Castle  river. 
This  is  a  very  decent  salmon  river,  and  includes 
some  really  good  pools  on  the  six  miles  available  to 
the  salmon  fisher.  There  is  a  charge  made  for 
fishing  the  Crana:  6s.  per  day  for  salmon  and 
sea- trout,  and  the  angler  may  retain  all  fish  caught ; 
2s.  6d.  per  day  for  brown  trout.  You  can  fish  the 
lower  poals  on  the  CYana  from  Buncrena,  they  are 


Mill  Rivee,  Inishowen. 
the  stream  generally. 

water,  with  some  good  salmon  pooh  at  places.  It 
is  fished  with  a  Ci'ana  ticket.  Train  to  Bally- 
magan, fish  up ;  and  train  back  from  Drumfries 
Station,  which  is  at  the  head  of  the  river. 

Off  Inch  Island,  which  lies  just  south  of  Bun- 
crana, there  is  some  excellent  sea- trout  fishing,  free, 
from  the  latter  end  of  July  until  the  end  of  August. 

There  is  a  good  sea-trout  river,  the  Oweneik, 


North  of  Drumfries  Station  there  is  a  cluster  of 
lakes,  which  include  Mintiaghs  lough.  Lough 
Namurin,  and  Lough  Fad.  Tlie  fishing  on  them  is 
reserved,  but  permission  can  be  obtained  locally. 
There  is  a  good  little  brown  trout  lough  away  in 
the  mountains,  about  one  and  a  half  miles  from 
Drumfries  Station  ;  fishing  on  it  is  free. 

About  twelve  miles  north  of  Buncrana  is 
^  Clonmany,  and  the  Lough  Swilly  Rail- 
way Company  have  a  station  there.  I 
fell  in  love  with  this  sweet  place,  and  so 
will  you.  The  village  is  remarkably 
clean,  all  the  houses  are  whitewashed, 
and  the  general  effect  is  refreshing. 
The  village  nestles  amidst  a  superbly 
beautiful  mountainous  district  ;  the 
coast  line  is  grand ;  the  walks  and 
drives  such  as  to  be  remembered  for  all 
time.  There  is  a  comfortable  little  inn, 
the  Inishowen  Hotel;  accommodation 
is  liinited,  so  write  in  time  for  your 
rooms.  There  is  excellent  sea  -  trout 
fishing  on  the  Clonmany  river  during 
July  and  August,  and  good  salmon  fish- 
ing during  July,  August,  and  early  part 
of  September.  Capital  brown  trout 
fishing  during  May  and  June.  The 
whole  of  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free. 
The  salmon  in  this  river  do  not,  as  a 
rule,  exceed  51b.  in  weight,  but  they  are 
beautiful  little  fish  and  fight  gloriously. 
If  you  are  on  the  look-out  for  a  cheap 
fishing  holiday  make  a  note  of  Clon- 
many, and  don't  forget  to  arrange  about 
your  rooms  beforehand. 

If  the  inn  at  Clonmany  is  full — and 
it  won't  take  many  anglers  to  fill  it!  — 
you  will  find  accommodation  at  another 
little  establishment,  the  Ballylifim  Hotel, 
close  to  BallylifBn  Station,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Clonmany.  You 
can,  in  this  case,  walk  to  and  from  your 
fishing  each  day;   or  train  it  in  the 
morning  and  walk  back  at  night,  as 
there  are  no  late  trains,  and  the  evening  fishing 
is  generally  the  best.     Grand  coast  scenery  at 
BallyUffin. 

A  little  further  ahead  there  is  a  station  at 
Rathenny,  and  hereabouts  there  are  several 
streams,  all  holding  sea-trout  in  season.  There  is 
good  sea  fishing  and  grand  wild-fowling  in  Traw- 
breaga  Bay,  close ;  indeed,  this  is  a  very  "hot 


[E.  S.  S. 
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On  the  Ceana  Riveb,  Inishowen. 
A  typical  upper  reachj 


[£.  S.  S 


which  flows  away  from  the  mountains  into 
Crummies  Bay,  by  Dunree  Head.  A  few  salmon 
are  also  got  in  it.  The  fishing  is  free.  It  is  little 
fished,  for  it  is  right  off  the  beaten  track.  To 
reach  it  necessitates  a  seven-mile  drive  through  a 
wild  country ;  and  the  roads,  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  journey,  are  very  rough.  Close  by  the 
Owenerk  is  a  splendid  mountain  pass,  the  Gajj  of 
Mamore,  which  should  certainly  be  visited. 


shop  "  for  the  wild-fowler  and  sea  fisher.  But  you 
must  arrange  beforehand  about  a  boat. 

Midway  between  Rathenny  and  Carndonagh  is  a 
capital  sea-trout  river,  with  some  salmon  ;  this  is 
the  Straid  :  and  just  beyond  Carndonagh  is  another, 
the  Glennagannan.  Some  parts  of  these  rivers  are 
free,  others  are  private,  and  permission  has  to  be 
obtained— not  a  difficult  matter  in  most  cases. 

Carndonagh  is  the  terminus  of  the  Lough  Swilly 
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Railway  in  Inishowen.  It  is  an  important  little 
market  town,  and  there  is  good  accominociation  at 
two  hotels,  Doherty's  and  Canny's.  There  is  a 
network  of  streams  lyins^  east  of  Carndonagh,  and 
they  want  exploring.  The  journey  to  tliem  must 
be  by  car,  and  in  some  cases  tlie  distance  will 
exceed  ten  miles.  I  have  not  fished  these  ;  but  I 
hear  good  accounts  of  some  of  them,  notably  the 
CuldafE  river.  The  country  through  which  they 
flow  is  wild  and  sparsely  inhabited,  and  accom- 
modation is  limited.  There  are  private  apart- 
ments, however,  at  Culdaff,  which  is  certainly  the 
best  centre  to  fish  these  waters  from. 

For  fishing  all  these  Inishowen  rivers  for  salmon 
one  does  not  need  a  rod  of  more  than  fifteen  or 
sixteen  feet ;  and  let  your  casting  line  and  gut 
cast  be  light  in  pi'oportion.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  heavy  fish  from  the  Crana  now  and  again, 
the  salmon  will  range  from  81b.  to  41b.,  and 
average  about  Gib.,  except  at  Clonmany,  where 
they  average  about  41b.  or  51b. 

For  the  most  part  the  rivers  are  smxll,  so  be 
sure  and  ascertain  if  there  is  any  water  in  them 
before  proceeding  to  the  spot.  Granted  decent 
angling  conditions,  sport  is  sure  to  be  decent,  if 
not  good.  At  any  rate,  the  angling  for  salmon 
and  trout  in  Inishowen  is  well  worth  a  trial. 

E.  S.  S. 


EEL  CAUGHT  IN  A  GAKDEN. 


On  Sunday  morning,  Nov.  4,  as  Mr.  J.  E. 
McPherson  was  walking  in  his  garden  at  Benwell 
Grange,  Newcastle,  he  came  across  a  live  eel  lying 
between  two  glass  frames  The  presence  of  the 
eel  was  in  itself  remarkable,  as  it  was  a  consider- 
able distance  from  any  pond,  but  its  size  was  even 
more  extraordinary.  It  was  lying  on  some  ashes, 
and  as  it  had  travelled  along  a  cinder  path,  ashes 
were  adhering  to  the  skin.  The  eel  was  placed  in 
a  tub  of  water  and  at  once  became  quite  4ively. 

One  of  our  representatives  was  shown  the  eel  by 
Mr.  Dunn,  head  gardener  for  Mr.  J.  E.  McPherson. 
It  is  a  fine  specimen,  and  is  in  length  3ft.  l|in. 
Round  the  thickest  part  it  measures  9in.  The 
task  of  weighing  it  was  accomplished  with  some 
little  difficulty,  owing  to  the  vigour  of  the  eel,  but 
when  it  was  successfully  fixed  it  was  found  to 
weigh  3|lb. 

There  are  instances  on  record  where  eels  have 
travelled  considerable  distances  on  land,  but  it  is 
assumed  that  this  one  has  only  moved  by  its  own 
exertions  a  distance  of  three  or  four  yards.  It 
would  probably  have  made  a  greater  journey,  but 
for  the  fact  that  it  landed  on  ashes,  which  stuck 
to  it  and  impeded  its  progress.  On  grass  it 
would  have  moved  much  more  easily. 

It  is  believed — -and  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
about  it — that  the  eel  came  from  a  pond  on  the 
opposite  side  of  Benwell  Lane.  From  this  pond 
there  is  a  drain  which  carries  the  surplus  water 
under  the  road  to  a  small  circular  pond  in  Mr. 
McPherson's  grounds.  This  lesser  pond  has  two 
outlets,  but  these  proved  too  small  to  carry  off 
the  water  which  came  down  the  drain,  with  the 
result  that  there  was  an  overflow. 

A  stream  ran  from  the  little  pond  down  a  garden 
path  towards  the  glass  frames,  and  it  is  surmised 
that  the  eel  made  its  way  down  the  drain,  into  the 
little  pond,  and  followed  the  overflow.  The  stream 
would  spread  itself  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  path, 
and  leave  the  fish  lying  four  yards  from  the  place 
where  it  was  found. — Newcastle  Evening  Chronicle. 

[This  is  interesting  as  additional  proof  that  eels 
will  try  to  get  from  one  water  to  another  overland. 
—Ed.  F.G.]  


"THE  FAUNA  OF  THE  TAY  BASIN 
AND  STEATHMOEE."  * 


This  interesting  and  valuable  work  having  just 
been  published,  a  few  words  from  the  preface  may 
not  be  out  of  place. 

The  author  refers,  with  pardonable  pride,  to 
the  fact  that  in  this,  as  in  all  his  previous  works, 
his  endeavour  has  been  to  avoid  being  "misled 
into  side  ways."  Things  are  not  always  what  they 
seem,  and  optical  illusions  are  not  unknown,  even 
amongst  ornithologists,  and  must  be  jealously 
guarded  against  in  accepting  the  hearsay  evidence 
of  the  pseudo-ornithologist.     Indeed,  one's  mind 

*  By  J.  A.  Harvie-Brown,  F.R.S.E.,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 
David  Douglas,  Edinburgli. 


travels  back  to  the  scene  in  Hamlet :  "  It  is  backed 
like  a  weasel  " — "Very  like  a  weasel,"  and  so  on, 
till  it  is  said  to  be  "  Very  like  a  whale" ! 

Mr.  Harvie-Brown  impresses  one  with  the  con- 
viction lliat  in  his  researches  his  aim  is  to  reach 
tlie  "  bedrock  of  truth."  Ho  will  not,  he  say.-i, 
accept  unproved  statements  without  a  reservation 
clause — such  as — "  This  is  given,  not  as  a  real  record, 
but  only  for  what  it  is  worth."  And  in  this  con- 
nection he  mentions  the  doubtful  records  of  the 
breeding,  in  this  country,  of  the  fire-crested  regulus, 
the  jack  snipe,  fieldfare,  redwing,  purple  sandpiper, 
etc.  He  speaks  of  the  disappearance  of  other 
species,  and  mentions  some  of  the  causes — "The 
reclamation  of  land,  drainage  of  lower  moorlands 
and  slopes,  filling  up  of  'carso  ditches,'  silting  up 
of  tidal  flats,  changes  in  the  course  of  even  the 
parent  stream  of  the  Tay,"  etc. 

Alterations  in  forestry,  and  other  like  changes, 
he  says,  account  for  "the  decrease  of  many  species 
and  the  increase  of  others." 

The  natural  food  supplies  are  likewise  commented 
upon,  showing  that  cause  and  effect  go  ever  hand 
in  hand  "  down  the  ringing  grooves  of  change." 

He  dedicates  his  %vork  to  "The  Perthshire 
Society  of  Natural  Science,"  which  society,  he 
remarks,  "  has  set  an  example  to  all  local  societies 
in  adhering  to  its  first  sphere  of  usefulness,  the 
elucidation  of  the  Fauna  and  Flora,  Geology  and 
Topography,  of  the  area  to  which  its  labours  have 
been  devoted,  and  to  the  practical  education  of  the 
rising  generation." 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  reliability  is  the 
keynote  of  Mr.  Harvie-Brown's  new  work. 

The  illustrations  are  indeed  beautiful.  Of  full- 
page  plates  there  are  twenty-two,  eight  "illustrations 
in  text,"  as  well  as  five  maps.  In  fact,  no  l0,bour 
has  been  spared  to  make  the  volume  what  it  is — a 
valuable  contribution  to  natural  history,  as  well  as 
a  handsome  and  a  beautiful  book.  Its  price,  to 
subscribers,  is  21s.,  which  will  afterwards  beraissd. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


THE    SKATE,  &c. 

{Raid  bails.) 

[From    the    revised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
flsheeman,"  by  the  late  j.  c.  wilcocks.] 

{Continued  from  page  314.) 

This  member  of  the  Ray  family  is  very  numerous 
on  sandy  and  oozy  ground  both  in  the  British  and 
other  seas,  and  is  taken  in  large  numbers  in  the 
trawl  nets  and  also  on  trots,  as  well  as  occasionally 
by  hook  and  line  when  ground-fishing  for  whiting, 
cod,  or  conger.  A  ray-fish  trot  or  bulter  should 
consist  of  a  cod  bank-Hne  sixty  fathoms  in  length, 
with  hooks  Nos.  C,  7,  or  8  on  double  salmon  twine, 
laid  up  with  the  nossil-cock  or  fisherman's  spinner 
in  the  following  manner : — Cut  6ft.  of  the  twine, 
attach  the  ends  to  two  of  the  hooked  spindles,  and 
hang  the  lead  to  the  middle. 

Bend  on  the  snoods  at  intervalg  of  Oft. ,  by  opening 
the  strand  with  a  marline-spike  or  pricker,  intro- 
ducing tlio  end  through  the  opening,  and  making  a 
knot  on  it;  then,  making  a  clove-hitch  on  either 
side  of  it,  tighten  them,  and  it  will  never  draw. 
Bait  with  half  a  large  sand-eel  or  a  whole  one  of 
moderate  size,  piece?  of  mackerel  or  long-nose  an 
inch  wide,  half  a  sand-smelt,  or  pieces  of  pilchard. 
Attach  a  201b.  stone  to  each  end,  and  other  stones 
of  1  lb.  weight  at  intervals,  to  prevent  rolling. 
Shoot  it  on  smooth  ground,  and  you  will  take  rays 
and  other  fish.  On  a  flat,  sandy  shore,  where  there 
is  a  considerable  rise  and  fall,  you  can  use  this 
witliout  a  boat,  especially  at  spring  tides. 

Amongst  the  greater  number  of  species  and 
varieties  of  the  ray  genus  enumerated  by  Couch, 
Yarrell,  Gosse,  and  others,  there  are,  besides  the 
skate,  two  which  are  taken  in  large  quantities  in 
trawls,  on  long  lines,  and  occasionally  when  hand- 
line  fishing  :  these  are  the  Homelyn  and  the  Thorn- 
back.  The  Homelyn  much  resembles  the  skate, 
and  like  it  has  smooth  sides  ;  the  thornback  has 
several  large  white  buttons  imder  the  skin,  which 
carry  strong  recurved  spines,  very  similar  to  the 
claws  of  a  cat.  The  flesh  of  the  two  former  is 
excellent,  and  furnishes  the  crimped  skate  of  the 
London  market  ;  but  that  of  the  thornback  is 
\'S'oolly  and  tasteless.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
extraordinary  change  in  the  value  of  fisli,  I  may 
mention  that  until  within  the  last  few  years  skate 
was   not  worth  sending  to  the  London  market  ;  I 


then,  as  other  fish  l)ecame  scarcer,  it  was  sold 
crimped  at  4d.  per  pound,  but  tho  price  has  been 
often  much  liiglier.  4 
Tho  finsflain;  lias  a  frightful  double  spine  on  its 
tail,  with  which  it  inflicts  fc^arful  wounds,  but  its 
liver  is  reputed  to  be  excellent  for  scalds  and  sores. 
'J'he  best  part  of  a  skato  is  th(!  jowl.  Tho  flesh  is 
much^used  as  bait  for  crab  and  lobster-pots. 

Dog-fish  and  Sharks. 

(SqualidcE.) 

Dogfish  are  often  very  abundant  round  tho 
British  coasts,  and  sharks  are  by  no  means  uncom- 
mon, although  tho  latter  are  neither  .so  numerous 
nor  voracious  as  those  of  warm  climates.  They  aro 
both  looked  on  as  the  plague;  of  fishermen,  driving 
away  other  fish,  devouring  them  on  tho  hooks  or 
in  the  meshes  of  the  net,  of  which,  as  well  as  of  lines 
and  snoods,  they  make  dreadful  havoc.  The  sharks 
sometimes  swallow  congers  already  hooked,  and 
are  thus  taken  occasionally  in  the  British  seas  ; 
there  have  been  several  instances  in  Guernsey. 

The  Hepring"  (Clupea  harem/us),  Pilchard 
{0.  pilchardiis),  Sprat  (C.  spraUus),  and 
Whitebait  (C.  latulus). 

Pennant  mentions  that  the  herring  'will  take 
a  fly,  and  they  are  often  caught  therewith  in  the 
Scotch  and  Irish  lochs  at  the  present  day.  I  have 
caught  a  few  at  Plymouth  whilst  atherine  fishing. 


Fig.  1. — Lead  and  Clot  op  Worms  fob 
Bobbing  from  a  Boat. 

They  are  taken  for  bait  by  j  igging  on  the  Irish  coasts ; 
that  is,  by  lowering  naked  hooks  cast  into  a  piece 
of  lead  and  jerking  up.  It  is,  of  course,  unsports- 
manlike, and  only  defensible  as  a  means  of  pro- 
curing bait.  Tho  well-known  sprat  is  caught  in 
moored  nets  in  a  tideway,  in  seines,  and  in  drift- 
nets  of  fine  twine.  Whitebait  are  caught  in  bag 
and  dip-nets  in  tidal  rivers.  Dr.  Giinther  has  un- 
doubtedly proved  them  to  be  the  fry  of  the  herring. 
There  are  many  other  fish  curious  in  their  con- 
formation and  habits,  but  which  aro  taken  by 
chance  in  some  of  the  methods  described  in  this 
work.  In  the  pages  of  Yarrell  and  Couch  the 
student  of  ichthyology  will  find  them  illustrated 
and  described  at  lengtli. 
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The  Fresh-water  Eel. 

(3Iurcena  anguilla.) 

As  the  fresh- water  eel  is  very  numerous  in  most 
harbours  and  tidal  rivers,  the  following  directions 
may  not  perhaps  be  considered  out  of  place  : — 

They  may  be  taken  both  by  bobbing  and  by  hook 
and  line. 

Bobbing  is  usually  practised  from  a  boat,  and 
in  the  following  manner :  Procure  forty  or  fifty 
large  worms,  and  string  them  on  worsted  or  coarse 
thread  by  passing  a  large  needle  tluougli  them 
from  head  to  tail,  then  make  a  coil  of  them  by 
■nTapping  them  roimd  yom-  hand,  and  tying  them 
across  with  a  piece  of  strong  twine  or  tape,  which 
will  not  be  so  likely  to  cut  them.  Fasten  the 
bunch  securely  to  a  piece  of  strong  fishing  line  or 
whip-cord  12ft.  in  length  {see  Fig.  1). 

If  unable  to  procure  a  needle  sufficiently  large,  tie 
the  worsted  with  fine  waxed  silk  to  a  piece  of  iron 
or  brass  wire,  7in.  in  length,  and  of  the  thickness  of 
a  stocking  needle. 

You  must  provide  a  bell-shaped  piece  of  lead 
of  about  3oz.  in  weight,  cast  with  a  hole  through 
the  centre,  which  slide  down  over  the  line  as  shown 
in  the  illustration. 

The  best  rod  for  this  fishing  is  a  clean  cut  off  a 
fir  plank  8ft.  in  length,  planed  roimd,  14-in.  in 
thickness  at  the  bottom  and  fin.  at  the  top,'where 
a  small  hole  should  be  bored,  and  afterwards  burned 
out  with  a  red-hot  we,  through  which  the  line  is 
to  be  passed :  as  the  line  will  run  easily  through 
this  hole,  you  can  adjust  it  to  the  depth  of  water. 
The  boat  should  be  moored  with  two  anchors  in  the 
following  manner :  first  di-op  one  anchor  and  push 
the  boat  about  twenty  yards  down  the  stream  ; 
now  drop  the  other,  and  gather  on  the  first,  imtil 
the  boat  is  midway  between  the  two,  with  the  bow 
up  the  stream  ;  haul  in  the  rope  of  the  second 
anchor  taut,  and  your  boat  will  now  ride  fair  with 
the  tide,  and  will  not  sheer  about,  which  is  of  the 
first  importance. 

Regulate  your  line  that  it  may  be  Sin.  or  4in. 
less  than  the  depth  of  the  water,  and  soxmd  the 
bottom  with  your  bob  every  two  or  three  seconds, 
lifting  it  off  the  bottom,  and  soimding  again  until 
you  have  a  bite,  which  is  easily  perceived,  as  the 
eel  tugs  very  strongly  :  raise  your  line  quickly  but 
steadily,  and  your  fish  in  droppmg  off  will  fall  mto 
the  boat  ;  great  numbers  are  taken  by  this  method. 
Always  bob  in  shallow  water  from  2ft.  to  6ft.  in 
depth,  for  if  it  is  much  deeper  a  great  many  will 
fall  off. 

N.B. — If  you  use  worsted,  which  is  preferable  to 
thread,  as  it  gets  entangled  more  readily  in  the  teeth 
of  the  eels,  di'aw  it  three  or  four  times  over  a  piece 
of  soap,  and  you  wiU  thread  the  worms  more  easily. 

I  have  usually  had  greater  sport  on  the  flowing 
than  during  the  ebbing  tide. 

'  Clotting  for  Eels. — Clotting  for  eels  is  very 
similar  to  bobbing,  and  is  adapted  for  rivers  and 
brooks,  where  a  boat  is  not  required.  Your  pole 
should  be  10ft.  or  12ft.  in  length,  to  the  top  of 
which  a  piece  of  iron  wire  of  the  thickness  of 
jin.  is  to  be  fastened,  18in.  in  length,  having  an 


of  lead,  2oz.  in  weight,  should  be  attached :  the 
best -sized  hook  will  be  found  to  be  No  7 
Limerick,  and  the  bait  garden  worms,  pieces 
of  bait  crabs,  or  large  ragworms.  In  baiting  witli 
worms,  enter  the  point  of  the  hook  at  the  head,  and 
thread  on  the  worm  nearly  to  the  tail,  fastening  a 
wine-bottle  cork  on  each  line,  about  four  yards 
from  the  shore,  which  will  show  you  when  you  have 
a  bite  ;  give  a  minute  or  two  when  you  perceive 
it,  and  the  eels  will  hook  themselves. 

Each  of  your  ledger  lines  should  be  wound  on  a 
sharpened  stick,  which  may  be  forced  firmly  into 
the  gi'ound  whilst  fishing. 

The  best  lines  are  of  whiting  snooding,  size  No.  4, 
and  if  soaked  in  coal-tar  and  turpentine,  and  dried, 
they  last  a  long  time,  and  rarely  become  entangled  ; 
but  for  night-lines  a  stout  line  of  the  size  of  a  small 
sash-line  should  be  used. 

Large  worms  may  also  be  used,  but  they  are 
more  apt  to  be  nibbled  by  small  eels,  etc..  than  the 
other  baits.  A  piece  of  lamprey  2in.  long  is  good 
in  tidal  rivers. 

(To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Beports  (to  ensiire  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Hiifh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  tlie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

130  min.  for  Chelsea.  f66  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,    „   Putney.  ah,i)'6   ..  Richmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  ■^"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     „    Barnes.  (85    „     „  Teddington. 

Ex.^MPLE.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
It  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Nov.  10    ~.-A?>    s.i2 

Sunday,  „     :i   8.53    9.30 

Monday,         ,,     12    10.14    10.47 

Tuesday,       „     13    11.19    11.48 

Wednesday,   ,,     14    —    o.l2 

Thursday,      „     1,5    0.33    0.55 

Friday,  „     16    1.17    1.40 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genekal  Remarks. — The  river  is 
now  getting  the  benefit  of  the  heavy  rain.  For 
some  time  past  the  earth  has  absorbed  all  the 
moisture  it  could  get,  and  as  the  ground  has  become 
well  saturated  all  the  rivers  will  become  discoloured. 
On  Monday  I  noticed  that  there  was  very  little 
difference  in  the  appearance  of  the  Thames, 
despite  the  heavy  rain  on  Nov.  4,  but  on  Thursday 
the  water  wa?  getting  nicely  coloured,  and 
a  better  stream  was  running.  The  Mole  and 
the  Wey  were  pouring  a  fair  quantity  of  heavy 
water  into  the  main  Ptream,  and  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  improved  sport.  The  mild  tem- 
perature has  accounted  for  many  bream  and  barbel 
being  caught,  and  the  former  fish  should  be  well  in 
evidence  during  the  coming  week.  A  151b.  pike  has 
been  caughfe  by  Mr.  Hollyman  above  Teddington 


Pig.  2.— Baited  Clotting  Pole. 


eye  turned  at  the  end,  to  which  eye  you  attach 
your  clot  of  worms  (Fig.  2).  The  best  time  is 
immediately  after  heavy  rain,  when  the  water  is 
coloured,  or  at  night,  for  they  will  not  usually  lay 
hold  until  after  sunset  when  the  water  is  clear. 
In  clotting  you  feel  the  bottom  with  the  end  of 
the  wire  every  two  or  three  seconds,  raising  it  an 
inch  or  two  from  time  to  time,  and  when  you  feel 
a  bite  throw  the  eel  on  the  bank  ;  in  some  parts 
a  square  box  is  used  on  the  end  of  a  pole,  to  drop 
the  eels  into,  but  though  useful  in  rivers,  it  is  cum- 
bersome to  carry,  and  in  small  brooks  is  entirely 
unnecesf  ary. 

Hook  and  Line. — Eels  may  also  be  taken  with 
hook  and  line,  and  very  fine  ones  in -ponds  into 
which  the  salt  water  fiows.  often  the  case  in  land 
which  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  sea. 

Half  a  dozen  lines  may  be  used  at  once,  with 
two  hooks  on  each  line,  which  should  be  tied  to 
twisted  double  gut,  fine  gimp,  or  fine  snooding  ; 
tie  on  the  hooks  a  foot  apart  from  each  other, 
the  lower  one  1ft.  from  the  bottom,  «'here  a  piece 


weir,  and  pil%e  of  lOlb.,  91b.,  and  71b.  have 
been  had  at  Old  WindsT  and  Marlow.  The 
Upper  River  Committee  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy Beard  is  considering,  on  the  initiative  of  Mr. 
H.  W.  Russell,  the  representative  of  the  Berkshire 
County  Council  on  the  board,  a  proposal  to  revive 
the  carrying  trade  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river. 
Ml-.  Russell  believe.?  that  it  might  be  possible  to 
develop  an  important  local  trade  on  that  part  of  the 
route  between  Reading  and  Inglesham.  For  barges 
up  to  forty  tons,  he  says,  there  is  a  splendid  navi- 
gable channel,  on  the  deepening  of  which  a  sum  of 
about  £24,000  was  spent  some  years  ago.  The 
question  which  the  Thames  ConFervancy  Board  has 
been  asked  to  consider  is  whether  it  is  desirable  to 
make  a  reduction  in  the  tolls  which  are  at 
present  charged.  Anglers  and  boating  people 
are  not  likely  to  appreciate  the  suggestion. 
There  is  no  greater  eyesore  on  the  Thames  than  the 
watervcorks  wall,  which  stand-s  high  up  above  the 
surface  of  the  stream,  on  its  Surrey  bank,  between 
Raven's  Ait  and  Ditton  ;  and  if  by  any  arrangement 
between  the  local  authorities  and  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board,  says  the  Surrey  Comet,  it  could  be  cut 


down  and  the  beauty  of  the  reach  restored,  it  would 
bo  welcomed  by  all  who  have  an  affection  for  Old 
Father  Thames.  It  is  not  impossible,  saya  the 
Comet,  that  the  Water  Board  would  even  con- 
sent, when  the  wall  has  been  cut  down  to  the 
construction  of  a  river  wa'k  or  promenade 
along  the  waterworks :  an  idea  which  in  itself  would 
be  attractive,  particularly  to  the  residents  of  Surbi- 
ton  and  Ditton  who  live  nearest  to  the  riverside. 
There  is  the  cost  of  the  work  to  be  thought  of.  but 
if  the  local  authorities  immediately  concerned  were 
prepared  to  do  their  part,  the  probability  is  that 
such  diflficulties  as  suggest  themselves  on  this  head 
could  be  overcome.  It  is  a  question,  primarily, 
for  Surbiton  residents  and  the  Surbiton  Council,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  if  thev  approach  the 
Water  Board  with  a  proposal,  it  would  be  very 
favourably  received. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— The  continued  heavy  rain 
IS  having  a  marked  effect  on  the  river.  There  is 
now  a  good  head  of  water,  and  several  gates  at 
Marsh  Weir  are  drawn,  which  means  of  course  that 
there  is  a  good  stream  running.  To-day  (Nov.  7) 
the  water  is  showing  a  lot  of  colour,  and  roach  are 
only  moderate  feeders,  but  by  the  week  end,  when 
it  will  be  clearing,  the  bank  and  punt  fishermen 
should  be  enjoying  a  good  time  of  it  among  the  red 
fins.  Sport,  too,  should  improve  all  round,  as  the 
weeds,  leaves,  and  other  rubbish  have  been  cleared, 
owmg  to  the  help  of  a  good  rush  of  water. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Richmond).  —All  the  punts  have  been 
out,  their  average  takes  being  about  201b.  of  roach 
dace,  and  bream.  The  bank  anglers  have  had  a 
few  nice  fish,  some  of  the  roach  weighing  j|lb.  One 
barbel  of  41b.  was  taken  by  a  youth. — Gaynob  and 
Son. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  Wednesday  Night. 
— The  past  rains  have  given  this  river  a  very  high 
colour  and  good  stream,  and  good  bags  have  been 
brought  ashore.  Bob  Spong,  with  two  members  of 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  caught  301b.  of 
good  roach  on  Nov.  5.  The  dace  have  been  well 
on  feed,  and  takes  of  from  100  to  200  per  day  has 
been  the  order.  The  sluices  at  Richmond  Locic 
were  raised  on  Nov.  7,  8,  and  9,  so  that  fishing 
should  be  good  for  next  week.  It  will  be  morning 
tides,  and  if  not  much  more  rain  the  river  should 
be  in  the  best  condition.  The  Twickenham 
Pitcatorials  hold  a  competition  on  Nov.  10  and  11. 
Conditions :  Best  three  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
— Tom  Auger. 

Thames  (Wraysbury).— More  rain  has  fallen 
since  my  last  report  which  has  brought  down  the 
leave,  so  that  we  shall  soon  be  free  of  that  nuisance. 
The  we.-^ds  are  also  dying  down  and  the  water  is 
colouring  so  that  everything  promises  well  for  the 
winter  season.  Had  some  good  chub  last  week  up 
to  nearly  31b.,  also  some  fair  roach  and  a  few  nice 
perch. — P.  Bbown. 

Avon  (Binierwood). — The  river  at  the  time  of 
writing,  Oct.  7,  is  very  high  and  m  ich  coloured. 
Fishing  has  not  been  at  its  best  of  late  on  account 
of  the  very  low  water,  but  now  as  soon  as  the  water 
fines  down  plenty  of  sport  should  be  obtained. 
Mr.  Mills  and  friend  have  taken  roach,  perch,  and 
pike — largest  pike,  101b. ;  Mr.  Fry  and  friend  also 
got  perch  and  pike  ;  Mr.  Swain  and  Mr.  Russell  have 
also  taken  roach  up  to  IJlb. ;  Mr.  S.  F.  Harrison  got 
some  perch  and  piice  on  the  Avon  Tyrrell  water,  the 
large- 1  perch  Iflb. — M.  W.  Hayter. 

liart  (Totnes  and  Distrioo. — The  water  still 
keeps  fairly  high.  Several  sharp  frosts  have  been 
experienced,  but  rain  fell  on  Wednesday  and 
threatened  a  break  of  the  sharp  weather.  It  is 
rumoured  that  the  Angling  Association  contemplates 
some  new  rules  which  will,  so  I  am  informed,  tend 
to  improve  the  fishing  in  these  waters  if  agrcd  to. 
There  are  a  good  many  cormor  mts  in  the  lower 
reaches,  and  seve:  al  have  been  shot  by  a  party  from 
Totnes. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Heavy  showers  of  late 
have  had  the  effect  of  discolouring  the  waters  of  the 
Taw.  A  series  of  competitions  took  place  last  week, 
but  although  there  were  a  fair  number  of  rods,  the 
event — organi.ed  by  the  Angling  Association — was 
hardly  so  successful  as  last  year.  Some  good  bass 
have  been  landed.  An  inquiry  has  beea  opened  at 
Devon  port  with  reference  to  a  complaint  made  by 
the  fishermen  as  to  the  deposit  of  mud  by  hoppers 
from  Devonport  about  the  Yealm  estuary.  It  is 
expected  that  the  complaints  will  be  favourably 
considered.  The  King's  I3ench  Divisional  Court  have 
just  heard  an  appeal  in  the  case  of  Cowles  v.  Barrow 
and  Nott.  It  was  an  infoi'mation  laid  against  the 
defendants  in  the  court  below  under  the 
Salmon  Fisheries  Acts  1801  and  1873.  The 
defendants  were  charged  before  the  Barnstaple 
magistrates  on  the  information  laid  by  a  water-bailiff 
of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  charging  them  with  using 
ini  March  last  a  "gaff  stokehaul"  or  "snatch" 
under  circumstances  which  were  calculated  to  lead 
to,  the  assumption  that  they  were  engaged  in  the 
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illegal  taking  and  killing  of  salmon  in  the  river. 
The  justices  dismissed  the  information,  holding  that 
the  instrument  in  question  was  not  an  illegal  one 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  and  could  not  be 
used  as  such.  Against  this  decision  the  appeal 
was  brought.  Mr.  Hawke,  who  appeared  for  the 
appellant  (the  defendants  not  being  represented), 
held  that  the  possession  of  the  instrument  was  in 
itself  an  offence  against  the  terms  of  the  Acts 
Their  lordships.  Justices  Ridley  and  Darling,  sent 
the  case  back  to  the  justices  for  conviction,  pro- 
viding that  the  justices  held  that  the  instrument 
was  m  the  possession  of  the  defendants  for  an  illegal 
intent. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  last  four  days  of  October 
were  useless  for  angling,  owing  to  a  heavy  flood. 
On  Nov.  1,  though  the  river  was  far  too  big,  Mr. 
Dalton  landed  a  fish,  201b.,  at  Brocklenath,  and  Mr. 
F.  B.  Ward,  one,  141b.,  in  the  Cargo  water.  In  the 
same  water,  on  Nov.  2,  Mr.  R.  Lockhart,  one, 
I71b.,  and  Mr.  Mason  Scott,  one,  271b.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  T.  Y.  Bramwell  had  one  261b.  in  the 
■  Warwick  Hall  water.  The  water  was  again  spoilt 
for  a  couple  of  days  by  rain.  On  Nov.  5  Mr.  Mason 
Scott  had  three,  161b.,  201b.,  27Ib ;  Mr.  Henderson 
one,  251b.,  in  the  Cargo  water,  and  John 
Elhot,  keeper,  one  of  191b.,  at  Corby.  On  Nov. 
6  Mr.  C.  Liddell  had  two,  19lb.  and  101b., 
at  Warwick  Hall,  and  Mr.  Mason  Scott  one  of  201b. 
at  Cargo.  This  is  a  poor  list  for  the  time  of  year, 
but  It  is  not  for  want  of  fish  ;  it  is  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  river.    We  want  a  fine  week 

for  a  good  wind  up  of  the  season  on  Nov  15  

Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter)s— In  the  Exe  and  canal 
some  further  captures  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have 
been  made,  also  some  grayling  in  the  river.    At  the 
special  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Culmstock 
Otter  Hounds,  held  at  Taunton  on  Nov.  3,  Mr 
Venables  Kyrke  presiding,  Mr.  H.  Welch  Thornton! 
of    Beaurepaire,   Basingstoke,    was  unanimously 
elected  Master  in  the  place  of  Mr.  H.  G.  Thornton 
of  Dulverton.     The  excellent  mullet  fishing  in 
Exmouth  Docks  mentioned  last  week  still  continues, 
and  some  very  good  catches  have  been  made,  also 
pollack  on  the  pier  and  in  boats  at  Strait  Point  the 
most  successful  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Squire,  Messrs 
R.  Mostyn,  Rettulick,  Popkin,  White,  Beeton,  Perrys 
(three).  Worthy,  Bastins  (two),  Duchcherer,  Beck 
and  Snellgrove.    At  Starcross  a  fine  lot  of  pollack  are 
being  taken  off  the  Great  Western  pier.    At  Teign- 
mouth,  where  usuaUy  sprats  in  large  numbers  are 
netted,  it  has  been  a  failure,  and  the  fishermen  have 
been  out  without  even  casting  their  nets.  The 
Admiralty  have,  in  consequence  of  the  strong  re- 
commendation made  to  them  by  Mr.  Layland 
Barrett  and  other  members  of  Parliament,  made  a 
favourable  concession  to  the  Start  Bay  fishermen 
with  regard  to  moorings  for  target  practice  which 

will  avoid  interference  with  their  fishing  industry  

Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.—  The  heavy  rainfall  has 
resulted  m  the  disappearance  of  the  gin  clear  water 
The  tributaries  are  rising,  and  the  river  should  soon 
be  yielding  sport.  Some  good  roach  have  been 
taken  here  and  there,  but  the  weather  has  been 
against  general  results.  The  river  will  be  well 
coloured  by  the  week-end.— Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  -  Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  a  fair  level.  The  weather  has 
been  suitable  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  fish  after 
a  cold,  foggy  night  have  been  rising  better.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  used  fly  with  success,  and 
some  very  nice  lots  of  grayling  landed  in  both 
streams,  and  prospects  for  sport  are  now  good. 
Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— The  continued  rains 
have  made  the  water  a  first-rate  colour,  and  there 
m  a  very  good  stream  on  now.  Pike  have  been 
feeding  well  all  the  week.  Messrs.  White  and 
Willmgs  had  eleven  good  fish  on  in  one  day ;  unfor- 
tunately, they  lost  some  of  the  best.  I  had  three  on 
Tuesdayjafternoon  in  less  than  one  hour,  and  some 
very  fine  roach— they  are  also  right  on  the  feed 
now  the  rotten  weeds  have  been  swept  away,  and 
went  well  for  bunches  of  gentles. — A.  Scard. 

Rotlier  (Sussex).—"  The  rain,  it  raineth  every 
day,  '  and  if  anglers  at  present  would  face  this 
mclement  weather  I  do  not  think  they  would  enjoy 
much  sport.  The  water  is  still  the  same  colour  as 
last  week,  very  muddy,  and  it  is  time  the  eels 
became  hungry.  I  never  knew  them  lay  up  so  long 
during  the  summer  months  in  the  Rother;  in  fact, 
at  times  they  have  been  a  complete  nui.'^ance  to 
those  wishing  to  catch  other  fish.— Thomas  Daws, 
Secretary,  Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Cliiohester  Canal.  Start- 
mg  on  Simday  with  a  rough,  dirty  day,  the  weather 
up  to  the  present  has  been  a  continuation,  with  but 
httle  appearance  of  a  change.  Rivers  are  thick  in 
many  districts  and  bank  high.  Mr.  Exton,  a 
Worthing  angler,  writes   to  the   W.  S.  G.  that 
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recently,  fishmg  at  Chichester  Canal,  he  landed  a 
large  jack,  weighing  61b.,  and  measuring  28in.  in 
length,  and  goes  on  to  say  that  it  is  comparatively 
rare  that  fish  of  such  size  are  caught  at  Chichester 
Canal.  Mr.  Exton  cannot  have  had  much  experience 
of  the  water  or  studied  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  or  he  would  know  that  some  hundreds  of 
pike  have  been  taken  from  the  water  in  one  season 
ranging  up  to  171b.  I  trust  in  his  next  venture  he 
will  meet  with  some  of  the  larger  specimens"— 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  the  weather  has  been  cold  with 
foggy  nights,  foUowed  by  bright  days,  and  the 
grayhng  have  been  rising  better  of  late.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  used  Silver  Twist 
Green  Insect,  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Hare's 
Ear.  Grasshopper  fishing  shouldno  w  be  good.  Pike  are 
movmg  better  and  several  fish  from  31b.  to  61b.  have 
been  taken  with  live-bait.  On  Nov.  3  a  nice  dish  of 
61b.  of  graylmg  were  landed  with  the  maggot. 
Coarse  fish  are  feeding  well,  and  good  lots  of  dace 
perch,  eels,  and  chub  are  landed.  On  Monday' 
Nov.  5,  sport  in  Teme  was  good,  and  grayling  |lb' 
each  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  m  order.  Good  grayling  have  been  taken  in 
the  Clun  of  late  with  fly.— S.  Lddlow. 

Torcross  Ley.— Water  in  fine  condition,  weather 
mild  with  occasional  showers.  Sport  better  than  I 
have  ever  known  it  before  at  this  time  of  the  year 
Mr.  R.  Salsbury,  J.P.,  and  his  son,  Mr.  F.  Salsbury, 
both  of  Guildford,  in  five  days  last  week  caught 
811  perch  and  rudd  and  fifteen  pike.— W.  Vickery. 
4.1  ^^!f^*  (Newark).— Almost  daily  rains  have  kept 
the  Trent  a  shade  too  high  for  successful  angling, 
though  it  is  now  fining  down  into  a  fishable  condi- 
^'^ve  accounted  for  a  few  chub  from 
the  Muskham  fishery  and  the  lower  waters,  best  by 
Mr.  R.  Chilton,  2ilh.  Roach  and  dace  bite  shyly, 
though  many  of  the  latter  suitable  for  pike  baits 
are  taken  with  gentles.  The  weather  is  far  too 
mild  for  pike  fishing,  four  on  Saturday  from  the 
Muskham  water,  heaviest  over  71b.,  being  all  I  have 
heard  of  worth  recording. — Trentsideh. 
Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 

rr®i""~T'^^°  "^'^^^^  of    ^^'^  salmon  season 

fished  well.  Several  good  fish  were  killed  on  the 
fl'^^^^^l''^'  Trevelyan  killing   the  largest 

fish,  which  scaled  17ilb.,  on  Oct.  31.    A  big  water 
was  runnmg  in  the  Coquet.     In  spite  of  that 
some    good    fish    were    killed.     Mr.  Mackenzie 
ot  JNevf castle,   grassed  seven,  scaling  from  81b 
J^^^^- '  Bergna  five  good  fish  up  to 

151b.  Several  other  anglers  had  fish.  The  close  of 
the  season  proved  a  good  one.  One  friend  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Glen,  and,  the  water  being  too  high 
only  three  grayUng  were  caught.  Low  water  and 
frosty  nights  bring  the  grayling  on  to  the  worm.— 
Henry  A.  Murton. 

Usk  (UBk).-Mr.  H.  W.  Pride  finished  up  the 
season  weU  on  Thursday  last  (Nov.  1)  by  killing 
three  salmon— one,  131b.,  in  Daniel's  Bath ;  oneT 
lO^lb.,  m  the  Bindings ;  and  one,  71b.,  in  the  Lower 
limdmgs.  Taking  the  season  on  the  whole  it 
must  unfortunately  be  said  it  has  been  one  of 
the  worst,  if  not  the  woi-st,  on  record.  This  is 
attributed  to  the  extremely  low  condition  of  the 
river  for  the  greater  part  of  the  season  in  conse- 
quence of  the  very  fine  weather  that  prevailed,  and 
txsh  also  were  very  scarce  through  no  freshes.  It 
was  not  until  the  end  of  March  the  first  salmon  was 


killed,  and  anglers  then  met  with  fair  sport  during 
the    months    of    April    and    May,    the  latter 
being     considered    the     best    month    on  the 
Usk.      The    dry    weather    then    set    in,  and 
no   salmon  were  taken   on  the  lower  water  in 
June,  and  very  few  in  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September.    Welcome  rain  then  fell,  and  there 
were  a  few  freshes  in  the  beginning  of  October  and 
periodically  throughout  the  month,  so  anglers  had 
better  sport  during  the  last  month  than  they  had 
experienced  all  the  season,  but  there  were  very 
few  season-ticket  holders  out  during  that  period, 
especially  on  the  lower  water,  otherwise  a  larger' 
number  of  kills  would  probably  have  been  recorded' 
Captain  PhiUips  was  particularly  successful  on  the 
upper  reaches  durmg  October,  while  Mr.  Rowlands, 
Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Gray  met  with  fair 
sport.     The  scarcity  of  botchers  was   again  a 
noticeable  feature.     To    show  the    poome.=8  of 
the  season  it  need  only  be  mentioned  that  two 
salmon  only  were  killed  on  the  town  or  limited 
water,  less   than  had  ever  been  known  before. 
Mr.  R.  Richards  accounted  for  the  biggest  fish  on 
lower  water — a  30-pounder  in  April.    Mr.  H.  W. 
Pride  was  the  most  successful  angler,  less  prominent 
being  Mr.  R.  Richards,  Mr.  Sword  and  Mr.  Radcliffe. 
Coarse  fishing  is  now  in  progress,   and  several 
baskets  of  dace  have  been  taken,  the  fish  being  in 
very  good  condition. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  too  high  for  the  fly  man  to  be  successful. 
A  few  gentlemen  have  been  out  on  the  Wye,  but 
only  a  few  grayling  have  been  caught.  The  Der- 
went is  much  too  high  for  fly  fishing.  A  few  fish 
have  been  taken  where  bottom  fishing  is  allowed, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  the  fish  caught  have  been 
coarse  fish.  The  prospect  for  the  next  few  days 
is  not  very  cheering,  as  it  is  still  raining.  We  want  a 
few  sharp  frosts  to  sharpen  their  appetites  and  clear 
the  water.  The  best  time  to  fish,  when  the  water 
is  fined  down,  is  from  11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  with  the 
fly.    Useful  flies — Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Silver 

Dun,  Needle  Fly,  Furnace  Ily,  and  Smock  Fly.  

Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse 
etc.  (Yorksj. — A  fair  amount  of  rain  has  again 
fallen   and  most  of  our  Yorkshire  streams  are 
running  high  at  present.     Since  Monday  there 
has  been  an  improvement  in  the  weather,  and 
with  the  change  angling  was  resumed  on  Mon- 
day;  although  the  water  was  rather  too  high, 
some  nice  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  caught.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  some  very  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with  in  the    Hawes  Association 
waters,  also   below  Aysgarth    Falls.     With  the 
recent   floods    the   salmon    have    ascended  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Yore.    Mr.  W.  Kilburn,  of 
the  Wheatsheaf    Inn,    Carperby,    a  well-known 
angling  resort,  writes  me  to  say  that  grayling  fishing 
is  very  good  and  that  there  are  more  salmon  up  the 
river  at  Redmiie  than  there  has  been  for  some 
years;    there    is    a  very  short    time  remaining 
for     the     anglers    now,     and     those  holding 
licences    will     doubtless     make    the    most  of 
it.     In  the  district  of  Wensley  and  Middleham 
some  good  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  caught  by 
Mr.  C.  Dixon  and  Mr.  J.  Wray.    On  Nov.  6  the 
Yore  was  rapidly  subsiding,   and  at    night  it 
was  frosty,   which  made  the  angler  look  very 
happy.    However,  the  weather  has  again  changed, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  is  very  wet  again,  and 
angling  is  sure  to  be  very  uncertain.    J.  Blades 
also  writes  me  that  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Liverpool, 
had  a  good  bag  of  grayhng  (twenty-eight  fish)  with 
worm  and  maggot  last  Wednesday.     The  Wharfe 
has    been    high,    and    very    few    anglers  have 
been   out  on  the  upper  reaches.     In  the  lower 
districts  angling  has  been  quite  at  a  standstill, 
nothing  at  all  being  done.    Pike  fishing  in  lakes  and 
ponds  has  been  fairly  good.    On  Nov.  3,  Dr.  Oglesby 
and  Mr.  Fred  RejTiolds  had  some  very  nice  sport, 
securing  three  fairly-sized    jack  with  live-bait.' 
The  Nidd  is  running  fairly  high  and  coloured,  and 
angUng  has  been  quiet  for  some  time.    At  the  time 
of  sending  this  report  the  Rye  and  Derwent  are 
running  high,  very  few  anglers  being  out  on  these 
rivers  during  the  last  few  days.    Anglers  will  ha\  e 
to  wait  anxiously  until  there  is  an  improvement 
and  the  frosts  come ;  then  sport  will   be  good 
amongst  the  grayling. — John  E.  Miller. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— On  the  closing  day  of 
the  season,  Mr.  Andrew  Johnstone,  keeper  to  Sir 
Richard  Graham,  landed  the  heaviest  fish  of  the 
season  with  the  Brown  Turkey  Fly  in  Netherbj- 
reserved  water  ;  it  weighed  351b.  Mr.  Makant  killed 
three  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  ISlb.,  121b., 
and  141b. ;  ilr.  M.  Ferguson  killed  one  of  221b.  in 
the  Graliam  Arms  water;  Major  Custerbudie  landed 
a  fine  fish  of  close  on  301b.  in  the  same  water,  and 
had  one  of  121b.  in  Clog  Pool;  Mr.  Thompson,  New- 
castle, in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Esk,  caught  a 
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salmon  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Francis  landed  three  salmon, 
weighing  respectively  211b.,  171b.,  and  91b.,  in 
Graliam  Arms  water.  Mr.  McLellan,  Glasgow,  had 
the  record  run  of  the  season  on  the  Esk  on  the 
closing  day,  weigUng  321b.  He  hooked  the  salmon 
in  tlie  Willow  Pool  with  Phantom  Minnow  on  the 
English  side  of  the  river.  It  was  a  male  fish,  and 
took  six  hours  to  land.  Mr.  Andrew  Johnstone 
comes  first  with  a  35-poimder,  Mr.  Craig  second 
with  one  of  341b.,  and  Mr.  McLellan  third  with  a 
32-poimder.  Both  Esk  and  Liddle  sadly  wanted  a 
flood.  For  some  time  fish  liad  not  been  in  a  taking 
mood  through  want  of  water,  but  when  the  spate 
came  angling  improved  beyond  anticipations. 
Angling  in  the  Liddle  has  been  poor  during  the 
entire  season.  Fishing  in  the  Langholm  Lodge 
reserved  water,  Mr.  Watt  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
21  lb. ;  Mr.  T.  Beattie,  one  of  101b.  m  Dowies  Pool ; 
Mr.  N.  Jackson,  one  of  111b.  in  Langholm  water; 
Mx.  A.  Wilson,  a  small  fish  in  Castle  Oer  water ;  Mr. 
W.  Borthwick,  one  of  241b.  in  Langholm  water.  A 
gentleman  from  Langholm  Lodge  caught  a  201b. 
salmon  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water,  and  Lady 
Constance  Scott  had  a  small  fish  in  the  reserved 
water.  In  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  J.  Jardine  caught 
one  of  191b.  ;  Mr.  Adam  Keen  had  one  of  81b. ;  Mr. 
R.  Nelson,  one  of  'SJlb.  ;  Mr.  A.  Davidson,  Canonbie, 
landed  one  of  201b.  in  the  mid  reaches ;  Mr.  Frank 
Little,  fishing  in  Byreburnfoot  water,  landed  three 
.salmon,  181b.,  171b.,  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Jardine, 
Boholm,  had  a  nice  fish  of  171b.  in  the  mid  reaches  ; 
Mr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows,  one  of  171b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Byres, 
Canonbie,  one  of  21  lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Ballanfr>-ne,  one  of 
91b. ;  Mr.  F.  Armstrong,  a  fish  of  16|lb. ;  Mr.  Work- 
man, one  of  21  lb.  in  the  Double  water  ;  Mr.  Broad- 
hurst  had  a  splendid  fish  of  301b.  in  the  Double 
water  ;  Mr  McLellan  landed  a  couple  of  salmon  on 
the  Enghsh  side  of  the  same  water,  weighing  231b. 
and  21  lb.  ;  Dr.  White  had  one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Wreland 
liad  a  splendid  fish  of  241b.  in  the  Double  water ; 
Mr.  A.  Porteous  landed  a  couple,  201b.  and  141b. 
Fishing  in  Liddle  water,  Mr.  C.  Elliot,  Langholm, 
landed  a  nice  fish  weighing  241b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Eihot  had 
two  in  the  same  water  ;  Mr.  A.  Robson,  one  of 
81b. ;  Mr.  R.  Baxter,  one  of  1.31b.  in  Liddle  at  Isla 
Back.— G. 

Deveron  (BaufiEisliire). — Capital  sport  by  anglers 
Was  got  on  the  Huntly  water  in  the  closing  week 
of  the  season.  On  one  day,  Mr.  Little,  keeper, 
Culdrain,  had  seven  fish,  weighing  from  41b.  to  81b.  ; 
for  the  week,  Mr.  Logie  had  seven  fish  from  Clb.  to 
181b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Rough,  eight  fish  from  61b.  to  201b. ; 
Mr.  Bain,  six  fish  from  61b.  to  91b.  ;  Mr.  Davidson, 
eight  fish  from  61b.  to  141b.  ;  Mr.  Jessieman,  five  fish 
from  81b.  to  201b.  ;  Mr.  Raepur,  five  fish  from  61b. 
to  121b. ;  Mr.  Hatchwell,  two  fish,  61b.  to  71b. ; 
Mr.  Symon,  one  of  121b. ;  Mr.  McKenzie,  one  of  71b. ; 
Mr.  Crighton,  one  fish  of  61b. ;  Mr.  Cruickshank,  one 
fish  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Hacket,  two  fish  of  71b.  and  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Leslie,  two  fish  of  81b.  and  91b.  ;  a  gentleman, 
fishing  on  the  Mayen  water  on  Oct.  24,  had  six  fish, 
two  of  81b.  each,  two  of  181b.  each,  one  of  201b.,  and 
one  of  21  lb.  Mr.  Williams,  on  the  Duff  House  water, 
had  sixty-one  fish  for  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  weighing  altogether  8251b.  A  nrmiber  of 
fish  during  the  season  were  caught  by  prawn.  Since 
Nov.  2  there  has  been  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  daily, 
and  the  River  Deveron  is  in  high  flood,  which  will 
give  fish  a  free  run  to  the  upper  waters. — H.  W. 

Nortli  of  Scotland. — Dee.  —  The  rivers  have 
been  in  terrific  flood  since  the  closing  day  last  week. 
The  valley  of  the  Don  is  a  chain  of  lakes  from  Pit- 
medden  to  Inverurie,  but  the  water  is  now  subsiding. 
The  floods  will  enable  the  spawning  fish  to 
get  up  into  the  side  streams  and  spawning 
will  commence  forth  when  once  the  rivers  attain 
their  normal  level.  On  the  closing  days  Mrs. 
Pickering  and  party,  on  tlie  Kincardine  and  Borrow- 
stone  beats,  had  sixty  fish,  the  heaviest  being  to  the 
rod  of  Miss  Pickering,  who  landed  fourteen  of  the 
total,  Mr.  Jennings  being  the  other  best  rod.  On  the 
Durris  waters  Mr.  Baird  and  party  had  excellent 
sport  during  the  last  few  days,  having  six  and  eight 
fish  daily.  Colonel  Sukes  creeled  the  heaviest 
weight — a  cock  fish  over  301b.  On  the  Durris  Park 
and  Culter  sections  the  closing  days  gave  some 
sport,  but  taken  as  a  whole  the  season  on  the 
Dee  all  over  was  a  poor  one,  chiefly  through 
the  lack  of  waters  to  let  the  fish  forward. 
Don. — On  the  closing  days  on  tha  Trinity  House 
waters  Lord  Sempil  had  three  nice  fish,  one  of 
which  he  got  on  Nov.  5  scaling  2941b. — the  heaviest 
fish  got  to  the  fly  in  these  parts.  On  the  Pitmedden 
section  Dr.  Sharbel's  keeper  had  seven  fish  for 
the  closing  week,  while  Mr.  W.  B.  Meff,  Aberdeen, 
had  a  beauty  of  161b.  on  the  Kintore  waters,  where 
Mr.  Davidson,  Ceylon,  and  |Dr.  Craib,  Ceylon, 
had  some  six  fish  between  them  during  the 
last  two  or  three  days.  On  the  Ellon  Castle  waters 
of,  the  Ythan  tome  good  sport  was  got  both  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout,  but  the  season  all  over  has 
not  been,  up  to  the  average  of  the  past  six  years, 
which  have  been  a  seriss  of  poor  ones  all  through. 


South  of  Scotland. — Anglers  are  making  the 
most  of  the  few  remaining  days  in  wliich  rod  fishing 
is  open  in  the  Annan  and  Nith.  A  number  of  fair 
sized  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  since  last  week's 
report.  The  Annan. — This  river  was  in  great  spate 
again  on  Saturday,  Nov.  3,  and  quite  as  heavy  as 
that  reported  upon  last  week.  On  Nov.  2  Mr.  Paisley 
Dirom,  the  proprietor  of  Mount  Annan,  had  a  fine 
fish  in  his  water  of  19Jlb.  It  was  taken  in  the  Back 
of  the  Wood  pool  with  Brown  Golden  Pheasant 
Fly.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Law  while  fishing  for  herling 
on  Nov.  3  hooked  and  ran  a  salmon,  but  lost  it. 
Mr.  Lionel  Clegg  killed  a  salmon  on  Nov.  1  in  Mount 
Annan  water  which  weighed  221b.  Mrs.Pasley  Dirom 
landed  a  pretty  little  fish  of  S^lb.  in  the  back  of  the 
wood.  With  Brown  Turkey  Fly  the  same  lady  lost 
a  splendid  fish,  as  also  did  Captain  Woodburne  and 
Mr.  Clegg.  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom  landed  one  of  741b. 
out  of  the  Burnfoot  with  Brown  Turkey  fly,  and  on 
the  same  date  (Nov.  1)  the  keeper,  Andrew  Bell, 
killed  three  of  1941b.,  171b.,  and  O^lb.  respectively, 
all  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  The  salmon  were 
taken  in  Alice's  Pool  above  Mount  Annan,  LTpper 
Cauld.  On  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Dirom  took  one  out  of  the 
Back  of  the  Wood  Pool  with  Brown  Turkey  Fly. 
Tliis  one  weighed  741b.  On  Oct.  31,  several  fish 
were  taken  in  Hoddom  Castle  water.  Mr.  R.  L.  Cowan 
killed  one,  of  about  201b.,  in  the  Goats  Pool  with 
Golden  Pheasant  Fly,  and  plum-coloured  silk  body 
dressed  by  John  Jackson,  Dumfries.  This  fly  was 
one  of  the  favourites  of  the  late  Sheriff  Ivory  for 
angling  in  the  Annan,  but  it  is  rarelj'  dressed  nowa- 
days. Mr.  McNae  (Ecclefechan)  caught  one  in  the 
Duke's  Pool  of  Hoddom  Water  on  Oct.  31,  which 
weighed  181b.,  add  the  keeper,  Tom  Reid,  had 
one  on  the  same  date  out  of  the  horse  pool, 
which  weighed  61b.  In  the  Lower  Island  pool  of 
Mount  Annan  on  Tuesday,  Captain  Woodbm-ne  had 
one  of  221b.  Mr.  Diiom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell, 
landed  a  couple  out  of  Alice's  pool  of  91b.  and  121b. 
on  the  same  day.  In  the  salmon  pool  James  Riley 
had  one  of  111b.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Dirom 
landed  a  beautiful  salmom,  clean  run,  of  181b.  or  191b. 
In  the  Lower  Annan,  on  Nov.  5,  Mr.  Wm.  Wriglit 
landed  a  clean  run  salmon,  101b. ,  with  a  small  Silver 
Devon  Minnow.  It  was  taken  in  the  Spittal  Pool. 
Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  fine  fish,  2741b.,  in  the 
Brewery  Pool,  and  one,  1141b.,  on  the  same  da*e. 
In  the  Four  Towns  water,  on  Nov.  6,  Mr.  J.  Loudon 
caught  one,  1641b.,  with  a  Red  Phantom  Minnow. 
On  Nov.  7,  Mr.  James  Baxter  killed  a  handsome 
clean  run  salmon  in  the  Brewery  pool  with  Jack- 
son's Gled  Fly,  and  another  was  hooked  and  lost. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  has  been  run- 
ning pretty  full  of  flood  since  last  week's  report. 
On  Nov.  3  and  4  the  spates  were  extra  large,  but 
since  Nov.  5  the  pools  have  been  in  good  order.  On 
Nov.  2  Mr.  McCJunie,  fishing  the  Mid  Nithsdale 
Association  water,  killed  one  of  221b.  with  Devon 
Minnow.  Mr.  Carrick-Dalry  landed  two  salmon  of 
221b.  and  941b.  out  of  the  Association  water 
on  Nov.  1,  and  on  Nov.  2  Mr.  R.  Thomson 
killed  one  of  171b.  The  last-mentioned  fish  were 
taken  in  the  Red  Brows  pool.  On  Nov.  6  Mr. 
Glover  {a  son  of  Provest  Glover,  Dumfries)  had 
a  salmon  of  101b.  on  the  Blackwood  portion  near 
Auldgirth.  Other  fish  have  been  landed  on  the 
Closbum  section  and  other  stretches.  Nothing  is 
doing  on  the  Cluden  and  Cairn,  though  quite  a 
number  of  good  fish  have  been  seen  rising  in  the 
lower  Cluden  portion.  At  Sanquhar  the  salmon  are 
just  beginning  to  show  themselves  now.  The  season 
on  the  Nith  closes  on  Nov.  14  and  the  Annan  on  the 
following  day. — Heathebbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Salmon  angling  in  the  Border  districts  during  the 
past  ten  days  has  been  of  the  most  varied  kind.  As 
a  whole  the  main  streams  have  been  running  in  pretty 
heavy  order,  but  on  some  occasions,  when  we  had  a 
frost  at  night,  and  the  waters  ran  in  a  little,  angling 
was  possible  on  the  shallower  and  lower  waters,  and 
thus  some  sport  was  got.  Sportsmen  were  not  slow 
to  take  the  least  advantage  they  could  possibly  get, 
and  ofttimes  went  out  when  there  seemed  but  little 
chance  of  killing  anything,  but  then  you  know  chance 
is  a  great  thing  nowadays,  and  it  happened  so  in 
more  cases  than  one  with  the  keen  disciples  of  Old 
Izaak,  as  the  following  returns  which  have  just 
come  to  hand  will  show  : — Floors  Castle  Waters. 
— On  Oct.  30  Mrs.  Fenwick  killed  one  salmon  on 
the  upper  water,  and  on  the  following  day  she  had 
a  beauty  of  221b.  Among  the  other  successful 
anglers  on  these  waters  were  Lady  Evelyn  Ward, 
Hon.  G.  Ward,  and  Mr.  J'enwick.  On  Nov.  3 
no  fewer  than  twenty-seven  salmon  were  taken 
on  the  various  sections  of  these  waters 
by  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe's  guests.  Mrs. 
Fenwick,  on  the  Ednam  House  water,  killed  three 
fine  salmon  of  2341b.,  191b.  and  1 1  lb.  respectively, 
while  Mr.  Molyneux  had  three  of  201b.,  11  lb.,  and 
81b.  each.  On  the  upper  water  Mr.  Sneyd  had  a 
brace  of  191b.  and  241b.  respectively,  while  on  the 
lower  water  Lady  Herbert  had  one  saknon  of  81b. 


BoLsiDE  Water. — On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  F.  S.  Cokayne 
killed  a  sahnonof  1841b.,  a  sea-trout  of  31b.,  and  on 
Oct.  26  he  had  one  salmon  of  221b.  Mr.  F.  L.  Gibbs 
on  Oct  25  had  a  fine  fish  of  241b.,  and  on 
Oct.  26  he  had  one  of  15ilb.,  and  one  of  141b. ;  on 
Oct.  27,  one  of  1541b.  On  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Whatman 
had  a  151b.  salmon,  and  one  of  71b.  on  Oct.  2;. 
Makers  lOUN  Wateks. — On  Oct.  24,  Mr.  Frank  J. 
Uslier  had  one  fish  of  161b.,  and  on  Oct.  26  he  had 
a  grand  day,  killing  no  fewer  than  eight  fish,  four 
salmon  and  four  grilse,  the  weights  of  which  were : 
salmon  231b.,  211b.,  181b.,  161b.;  grilse,  91b.,  81b., 
81b.,  and  (ilb.  respectively.  On  Oct.  26  also,  Mrs. 
Francis  Lusher  had  an  "l81b.  salmon,  and  one 
grilse  of  71b.  Sprouston  Waters.  —  As  was 
indicated  le.st  week  some  splendid  sport  was  got  on 
the  above  waters.  The  pa,st  month's  record  is 
as  follows:— Oct.  2,  Mr  Wm.  Tait,  one  grilse  of 
81b. ;  Oct.  6,  same  gentleman,  one  grilse  of  61b.  ; 
Oct.  8,  Capt.  Trotter,  81b.  and  71b. ;  Capt.  Brinton, 
one  grilse  of  71b. ;  Oct.  9,  Sir  George  Boswall,  one 
2241b.  salmon ;  Oct.  15,  Earl  of  Eglington,  two 
salmon  of  2241b.  and  131b.  respectively,  and  he  had 
also  three  grilse  of  101b.,  91b.,  and  91b.  each. ;  Lord 
Montgomerie,  one  salmon  of  211b.  and  one  81b. 
grilse;  Capt.  Trotter,  a  brace  of  salmon  and 
one  grilse;  Oct.  16,  Mr.s.  Blair,  one  71b.  grilse; 
Lord  Montgomerie,  two  salmon  of  161b.  and 
141b.,  and  three  grilse  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  81b.  ; 
Lord  Eglinton  a  good  day,  killing  eight  salmon  and 
three  grilse,  salmon,  24lb.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b., 
171b.,  151b.  and  141b.,  grilse,  1141b.,  1141b.  and  61b. 
respectively;  Oct.  17,  Lord  Eglinton  four  salmon  of 
241b.,  201b.,  191b.  and  181b.  respectively,  and  two 
grilse  of  101b.  and  9lb.  ;  Mrs.  Blair  four  salmon  of 
201b.,  181b.,  141b.  and  11  lb.,  and  also  three  grilse  of 
81b.,  71b.  and  51b.  each;  Lord  Montgomerie  nine 
salmon  of  2741b.,  231b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b.,  171b., 
161b.,  151b.  and  131b.  respectively,  and  five  grilse  of 
81b.,  8lb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  one  of  61b.  ;  on  Oct.  18 
Lord  Montgomerie  two  salmon  of  25lb.  and  151b. 
and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  81b.  each,  and  Lord  Egling- 
ton four  salmon  of  241b.,  221b.,  161b.,  and  151b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  81b.  On  Oct.  24  Captain  G.  P.  Trotter 
one  16lb.  salmon  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  61b.  and 
71b.  each.  On  Oct.  25  Captain  G.  F.  Trotter  had 
three  salmon  of  211b.,  181b.,  and  12lb.  each,  and 
seven  grilse  of  111b.,  101b.,  91b.,  9lb.,  91b.,  71b.,  and 
71b.  each.  On  Oct.  26  Mr.  Stobart  one  161b.  salmon 
and  one  61b.  grilse;  Mr.  H.  Stobart,  one  161b. 
salmon  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  71b.  each ;  Mr.  T. 
Parrington,  two  grilse  of  71b.  each,  and  Mr.  Par- 
rington  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  131b.  each,  and 
one  grilse  of  71b.  On  Oct.  30  Captain  G.  F. 
Trotter  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  51b.  each,  and 
Gen.  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  one  salmon,  181b.  and  one 
81b.  grilse.  On  the  Earham  Water  on  Oc*.  18  Mr. 
Burrell  had  a  salmon  of  12lb.,  and  on  the  Wark 
Water  on  Oct.  25,  Mr.  McCuUoch  got  a  salmon  of 
141b.  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  91b.  each.  On  the 
Lees  Water  on  Oct.  18,  Mr.  Miller,  two  salmon  of 
28lb  and  21  lb.  respectively,  and  three  ggilse 
of  941b.,  81b.  and  81b.  each  and  on  Oct.  25  he 
killed  five  salmon  of  231b.,  21  lb.,  941b.,  81b.  and  8lb. 
On  Oct.  18,  on  the  Cornhill  water,  Mr.  Bertie 
Pierson  had  a  101b.  grilse.  On  Oct.  16,  on  the 
Lennel  water,  Captain  Yorke  had  a  grilse  of  91b., 
and  on  Oct.  17,  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  on  Oct.  18 
he  had  a  salmon  of  9lb.  At  Twizell,  on  Oct.  18, 
Mr.  Serrard  had  one  grilse,  641b.,  at  Norham.  On 
Oct.  17,  Mr.  Sheriff  had  a  fish  of  191b.  On  Oct.  18, 
Mr.  Forsythe  had  a  brace  of  salmon,  181b.  and  141b. 
respectively,  and  also  half  a  dozen  grilse  of  7lb., 
61b.,  6lb.,  641b.,  51b.,  and  51b.— Maxwheel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — The  weather  is  now  favourable, 
and  good  sport  is  being  obtained  at  whiting,  the 
takes  rangmg  from  fifty  to  eighty  fish  to  each  hand- 
line.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  has  now  become  very 
favourable,  and  sport  of  a  good  description  is  being 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Cronch.  —  Since  sending  off  my 
report  last  week  some  excellent  catches  of  fish  have 
been  had.  Mr.  Rogers  and  friend,  out  with  J.  Clow, 
in  about  three  hours  caught  136  good  fish,  and  I 
have  seen  other  anglers  bending  under  the  weight 
of  their  bags  on  the  way  to  the  station.  One 
was  carrying  a  very  nice  conger  eel,  which  I 
understood  was  caught  in  a  trawl.  Mr.  R.  Tracey 
while  trawling,  caught  a  plaice  which,  on  being 
opened  for  the  pan,  a  great  number  of  small  oysters 
were  found  inside.  The  great  number  of  years  he 
has  been  fishing  the  same  never  occurred  to  him 
before.  From  Nov.  7  to  Nov.  13  the  tides  will  suit 
angling,  but  visitors  must  be  down  early  to  get  the 
best  of  them. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— During  the  past  few 
days  good  sport  has  been  had  at  whiting  off  the 
Coomaconclane  shore. — T.  J.  D. 
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Deal.— Owing  to  the  unsettled  weather  lately, 
m  nothing  of  importance  in  the  way  of  fishing  has  been 
done.  One  local  fisherman  fished  on  Battery  Bank 
on  Tuesday,  Nov.  6,  and  secured  eighteen  good 
codlmg,  and  to-day  a  few  herrings  and  sprats  have 
been  taken  by  drift  net.  Should  the  weather  now 
keep  a  little  settled,  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
sport. — Edwd.  Hangeb  (B.S  A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  wretched  weather  recently 
prevailing  has  deterred  many  visitors  from  wetting 
their  hnes,  and  those  who  have  daily  tempted  sport 
have  met  with  but  little  encouragement.  Whiting 
are  still  abnormally  scarce,  and  codling  and  other 
varieties  only  occasionally  taken,  while  pollack  seem 
almost  to  have  deserted  this  locality.  Mr.  Pickup, 
jun.,  had  a  fair  day's  bag  on  Nov.  4,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hards,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge 
Mr.  Titmus,  Mr.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr. 
Harvey,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Memess,  Mr.  Rose,  and 
several  others  each  met  with  slight  success 
later  in  the  week.  Mr.  Turner's  early  morning 
catch  on  Nov.  7  included  a  handsome  plaice  of  2^1b. 
—the  best  of  its  class  recently  taken  here.  Master 
H.  Hart  had  two  codlings  of  31b.  and  41b.  late  on 
the  afternoon  of  Nov.  7.— J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Llandudno. — Fishing  both  from  the  pier  and 
boats  is  excellent  just  now,  and  members  are  having 
a  good  time  with  the  rods.  The  first  competition  of 
the  season  was  held  on  Oct.  31.  Four  boats  took 
part.  The  winners  weighed  in  as  follows: — Jack 
Roberts,  301b.  (including  one  cod,  201b. );  A.  Halstead, 
211b.  (includmg  one  conger  71b.);  R.  Dunphy,  151b.; 
the  smallest  weight  handed  in  was  SHb.  Fishing 
from  the  pier  on  Nov.  3,  Mr.  W.  F.  Bratt  landed  a 
very  nice  basket  offish,  including  one  cod  41b.,  one 
plaice  2ilb.,  one  conger  71b.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  association  was  held  last  week,  when  a  splen- 
did report  for  the  past  year  was  given  by  the  hon. 
secretary.  The  challenge  was  won  by  Mr.  R.' 
Dunphy.— HovvEL  Jones,  Hon.  Sec. 

Weymontli. — The  weather  still  continues  very 
boisterous  with  occasional  heavy  showers  of  rain, 
but  fishing  is  fairly  good  all  round.  Boat  fishing 
IS  not  very  enticing  owing  to  the  rough  seas, 
but  there  are  plenty  of  pollack  and  codling 
about.  E.  Haggett  has  had  catches  of  301b., 
251b.,  and  221b.  on  successive  days,  all  pollack. 
W.  Moggeridge  and  J.  Parkman  on  Oct.  7, 
took  about  -|cwt.  of  mixed  fish.  Best  fish,  skate, 
131b.  3oz.  and  12^1b. ;  conger,  71b.  and  61b.  ;  dog- 
fish, lOilb.  Mr.  J .  Laver  took  a  nice  bass  at  Ferry 
fj'iu®®'  ?^  '  I'S'Ver,  two  congers.  61b.  and 

rfu  Vn  Fudge,  fishing  in  the  harbour,  bass, 
Olb.  lOoz.,  and  lost  two  other  large  ones.  The 
harbour  seems  full  of  shoals  of  small  bass,  which 
are  caught  on  the  first  of  the  morning  ebb  tide 
One  rod  accounted  for  four  dozen  nice  fish,  while 
catches  of  from  one  to  two  dozen  are  frequent 
On  Wednesday  evening  several  large  porpoises  came 
nght  up  the  harbour  and  spoilt  the  fishing  for  a 
time.— Chas.  J.  Russell,  W.  A.  A. 

Plymouth.  — There  has  not  been  much  doing 
dwing  the  week,  but  the  usual  pollack  and  bass 
fishing.  They  are  running  a  bit  larger  than  they 
were  earlier  in  the  year.  The  pouting  are  also  much 
bigger,  and  there  are  plenty  of  blain  being  caught 
with  them.  We  have  had  an  unusual  catch  of 
herrings  up  the  Tamar.  It  is  rather  rare  for  them 
to  show  so  far  up  the  Hamoaze,  but  I  expect  thev 
have  been  driven  by  the  porpoises.  I  still  hear 
better  reports  from  the  Cornish  fisliing  centres,  but 
the  weather  is  rather  unsettled  for  them  to  do  much 
—William  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold  — Excellent  sport  has  prevailed  here 
for  some  time  past,  and  really  fine  takes  of  whiting, 
cod,  conger,  with  here  and  there  good  dabs,  have 
resulted.  To  my  f  liends  of  the  fishing  world  who 
have  known  me  on  Southwold  Pier,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying,  a  good  welcome  and  good 
sport  await  them  if  they  will  take  the  ordinary 
chances  of  weather,  etc.  On  Nov.  7  a  most 
successful  series  of  competitions  were  held  on 
the  pier  for  ladies  and  gentlemen.  The  pier  was 
crowded.  Result :— Ladies :  1st  prize.  Miss  Lanham  ; 
2nd  prise,  Mrs.  Smith;  3rd  prize.  Miss  Lovett. 
Gentlemen :  1st  prize,  J.  Aldred,  91b.  14oz.  ;  2nd 
prize,  E.  Dale,  71b.  12oz. ;  3rd  prize.  Dr.  Frost, 
71b. ;  special  prize.  Dr.  Frost.  A  large  assembly 
witnessed  the  presentation  of  the  prizes  in  the 
capacious  new  club  room,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  Edgar 
Pipe)  and  his  daughter  doing  the  honours.  Plenty 
of  codlmg  taken  on  shore.— L.  B.  Weightson. 

Valentia.— Nice  sport  is  now  being  had  in  the 
district  at  whiting.  In  the  Portmagee  direction 
some  hake  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D.  • 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Good  sport  is  now 
being  had,  principally  at  whiting.  At  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  very  favourable  for  sport. 


DEAL  AND  WALMER  SEA-ANGLING 
FESTIVAL. 


"The  evidence  shows,  Mrs.  Mulcohey,  that  you 
threw  a  stone  at  Policeman  Casey."  "It  shows 
more  than  that,  yer  Honor,  it  shows  that  Oi  hit 
him.'  — Minneapolis  Tribune. 


The  Pieb,  Nov.  3,  4,  and  5. 

J UST  over  two  hundred  entries  were  obtained  for 
this  interesting  event,  but  the  weather  proved  .so 
inclement  throughout  the  whole  time  that  results 
were  scarcely  worth  chronicling.  No  less  than 
forty-four  ladies  took  part  in  the  competition,  and 
without  a  smgle  exception  they  all  braved  the 
elements  daily  until  the  completion  of  the  allotted 
time.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  F.  Wolff  headed  the  list 
with  a  small  catch  of  codling,  which  was  beaten  on 
Sunday  by  a  catch  made  by  Colonel  Synge,  and 
Mr.  McCann  took  a  heavier  catch  on  Monday  but 
the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish  fell  to  the  rod 
of  Miss  Hicks,  securing  for  her  the  first  prize. 
List  of  Pbize  Westnebs. 

Class  /.—For  the  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken  on  any  one  day.— 1st  prize.  Miss  Hicks  ;  2nd 
pr^e.  Colonel  Synge ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  F.  W.  Hawley 

Class  II.~FoT  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 
whitmg  — 1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  F.  Cobb;  2nd  prize,  Mr 
J.  Handley ;  3rd  prize.  Master  H.  Hart. 

Class  III. — For  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 
cod.— 1st  prize,  Mr.  J.  R.  McCann ;  2nd  prize,  Mr 
Fritz  Wolff ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose. 

Class  IV. — For  the  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of 

Sf*^l^-;;r^*'  P""^®'  ^-  Sherlock;  2nd  prize, 
Mr.  C.  Titmus ;  3rd  prize,  Mr.  P.  Fox  and  Mr  T 
Harrison,  tie. 

Ladies'  Prize. — Miss  V.  Allison  Wolff. 

£>a!/ Prizes.— Saturday,  Mr.  A.Turner;  Sunday 
Mr.  G.  Senior ;  Monday,  Mr.  E.  W.  Stride. 
^^^■^•^■^•^edals.— Silver,  Mr.  J.  R.  McCann  and 
Mr.  W.  F.  Cobb ;  Bronze,  Colonel  Synge  and  Mr  J 
Handley. 

Results  :  Pier  Competition,  Nov.  3,  4,  and  5. 

Class  I. — First  prize.  Miss  Hick',  D.  and  W  A  A  ■ 
second  prize,  Colonel  Synge.  B.S.A.S.  ;  third  prize! 
Mr.  F.  W.  Hawley,  D.  and  W.A.A. 

Class  //.—First  prize,  Mr.  W.  F.  Cobb,  D.  and 
W.A.A. ;  second  prize,  Mr.  J.  Handley,  D  and 
W^.A.  ;  third  prize.  Master  H.  Hart,  D.  and  W  A  A 

Glass  ///.—First  prize,  Mr.  J.  R.  McCann,  D.  and 
W.A.A.  ;  second  prize,  Mr.  F.  M^olff,  D.  and  W  A  A  • 
third  prize,  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose,  D.  and  W.A.A        '   " ' 

Class  /F.— First  prize,  Mr.  Sherlock,  D.  and 
W.A.A.;  second  prize,  Mr.  C.  Titmus,  D  and 
W.A.A. ;  third  prize,  Mr.  P.  Fox  and  Mr.  Harrison, 
tie,  F.S.A.A. 

Ladies'   Prize.— Miss  V.  Allison  Wolff,  D  and 
W.A.A. 

Day  Prizes.— Saturday,  Mr.  A.  Turner,  D.  and 
W.A.A. ;  Sunday,  Mr.  Senior,  D.  and  W  A  A  • 
Monday,  Mr.  E.  W.  Stride,  D.  and  W.A.A. 

B.S.A.S.  Merfafe.— Silver  Medal,  Mr.  J.  R.McCann 
D.  and  W.A.A.,  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Cobb,  D.  and  W  A  A  • 
Bronze  Medal,  Mr.  J.  Handley,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  and 
Colonel  Synge,  B.S.A.S.    Entries  numbered  201. 


pike.  Some  fair-sized  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Avon  at  Evesham,  and  if  we  could  have  a  few  fine 
days  with  a  touch  of  frost,  some  good  sport  would 
be  had,  as  good  accounts  of  the  fish  being  in  good 
numbers  in  this  river  and  the  Severn  are  to  hand. 
Roach,  p3rch,  and  bream  fishing  has  been  quiet. 
We  have  had  some  more  very  miserable  weather 
again,  with  two  or  three  kinds  of  November  fog  and 
rain,  which  has  again  rnade  angling  anything  but 
inviting,  and  from  the  present  outlook  week-end 
prospects  do  not  look  inviting. 


PFovineial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association,  which  has  just  been 
held  for  the  election  of  officers  and  committee  for 
the  ensuing  year,  the  annual  balance-sheet  and 
auditor's  report  was  presented,  and  from  the 
financial  position  of  the  association  being  so  sound 
great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H.  Miller  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  performed  his  duties  as  secretary, 
and  placed  the  association  second  to  none  in  the 
kingdom.  So  pleased  were  the  delegates  with 
past  efforts  of  the  chief  officers  that  they 
were  all  re-elected.  A  new  club,  held  at  the 
Swan  Hotel,  Park-street,  Walsall,  was  affiliated. 
This  club  is  desirous  of  renting  water.  The  Oldbury 
Piscatorials,  which  meet  at  the  Lion  Tavern,  Talbot- 
street,  Oldbury,  are  about  to  become  possessed  of  a 
silver  challenge  cup  to  be  given  to  the  club  by  Mr. 
Hadley,  the  host.  In  spite  of  the  weather  several 
bye  contests  were  fished  on  Nov.  4,  and  a  number 
of  prizes  were  won,  although  the  surroundings 
were  against  good  sport.  We  have  had  rain 
tor  seven  Sundays  out  of  the  past  eight.  A 
series  of  lectures  are  to  be  given  during  the  winter 
months  on  Sundav  evenings  at  the  Birmingham 
Ai-ms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  T.  Coles  will  be  the 
chief  lecturer.  Mr.  H.  Picken,  the  host,  has  gone  to 
considerable  trouble  and  expense  in  having  views 
taken  of  our  chief  fishing  resorts  which  will  include  the 
late  large  contest  at  Oundle.  Collections  will  be  made 
each  evening  on  behalf  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  Although  our  rivers  are  higli  and 
discoloured,  some  little  sport  has  been  had  with  the 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  of  late  has  scarcely  been  of  a  kind 
calculated  to  inspire  the  ordinary  angler  with  a 
desire  to  spend  much  time  on  the  river  bank.  Rain 
has  fallen  almost  every  day,  but  it  has  come  in  no 
great  weight,  and  the  condition  of  the  water, 
therefore,  has  not  been  perceptibly  changed.  Pike 
continue  to  offer  excellent  sport  on  the  Withara, 
and  those  who  have  braved  the  elements  have  been 
well  rewarded.  Spinning  by  means  of  both  artificial 
and  natural  baits  has  accounted  for  a  good  number 
of  fish,  and  those  who  have  operated  in  the  Kirk- 
stead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdylce  districts  have  im- 
doubtedly  fared  best.  A  friend  of  the  writer's  killed 
three  brace  on  Monday,  the  heaviest  of  which 
weighed  9|lb.,  and  the  smallest  2ilb.  Other  rods 
have  accounted  for  fish  up  to,  101b.  Since  the 
cleansing  operations  came  to  an  end  the  trolling  rod 
has  also  been  doing  pretty  well  on  the  Forty-foot, 
both  in  the  Swineshead  and  Donington  di-stricts. 
Roach  fishing  has  not  at  all  been  a  success,  and  it  is 
feared  that  this  branch  of  sport  will  remain  a  dead 
letter  imtil  a  discoloration  of  the  water  takes  place. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  at  the  present  time  is  in  first-class 
condition  and  big  roach  are  being  taken  in  moat 
parts,  and  members  of  our  local  angling  clubs  are 
weighing  in  good  specimen  fish  every  week,  going 
from  1  lb.  up  to  1  lb.  9oz.  Pearl  barley  and  paste 
are  the  best  baits  at  present,  but"  I  hear  of 
several  decent  fish  being  taken  at  Brighara 
and  Wansford  in  the  Driffield  Canal  with  the  red 
worm.  I  have  taken  them  from  under  dead  leaves 
and  other  rubbish,  a  gilt  tad  taking  the  best, 
especially  when  the  water  is  clear.  Pike  fishing  is 
now  good  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  from  New- 
port down  to  Broomfleet.  The  top  ponds  should 
now  pay  for  a  visit  either  in  roach  or 
pike  fishing.  For  the  first  I  should  recom- 
mend paste  or  coloured  maggot,  and  the 
latter  live-bait  fishing;  two  very  good  pike  were 
taken  last  week,  one  101b.,  the  other  close 
upon  71b.,  both  with  live  baiting,  frosty  weather 
proving  best  for  spoon  or  artificial  bait  fishing.  Some 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  during  the 
week  on  the  Ludd  at  Austin  Fen  and  Fulstow, 
coloured  maggots  being  the  best  bait,  but  for 
Thoresby  Bridge  and  Tetney  Lock  recommend  me 
to  the  pure  white  maggot  or  paste  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Since  the  heavy  rains  the  Ancholme  at 
Feniby  Sluice  and  Saxby  has  been  fairly  good,  and  I 
hear  of  Brigg  anglers  now  having  fairly  good  catches, 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT, 

We  are  still  "  slack    in  this  district,  and  I  think 
nobody  will  be  sorry  when  the  end  comes.    A  few 
herling  and  sea-trout  are  being  picked  up  here 
and  there  with  small  fly  and  worm,  but  half  a  dozen 
for  the  day's  fishing  may  be  said  to   be  good 
work.    Of  the   big,    heavy  salmon  that  usually 
run    at  this  time  of  the  year  there  seems  to 
to   be  very  few,   and    nothing    has    been  done 
amongst  them.    Brown  trout  are  very  forward  with 
their  spawning  operations,  and  I  noticed  on  Nov.  3 
a  few  completed  "redds,"  whereas  last  year  fish  did 
not  even  "  run  "  until  the  11th.     A  report  from  the 
River  Leven  reaches  me,  which  puts  down  the 
salmon  angling  for  the  season  as  bad,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  the  S2a  and  brown  trout  fishing  has 
been  somewhat  above  the  average.    The  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  was  held  on  Nov.3 
when  the  liead  baiUff  reported  that  the  seoson  for 
brown  trout  had  been  a  good  one,  that  for  sea-trout 
the  best  for  many  years,  but  for  salmon  bad; 
225  pike  had  been  killed.    Mr.  Vince  said  there 
had  been  an  entire  absence  of  heavj'  salmon  tWs 
season.     In    view   of    some   recent  prosecutions 
by     the     Board    for    poaching    offences,  Mr. 
Wm.    Garnett    called    attention    to    the  small 
fines    generally    imposed,    and    said    it  would 
strengthen  the  Board's  hands,  seeing  that  there 
were  only  four  bailiffs  to  cover  the  large  area 
under  their  control,   if,  when  these  cases  were 
proved,  penalties  commensurate  were  imposed.  As 
things  stood  people  thought  it  worth  their  while  to 
run  the  risk,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were 
hundi-eds  of  cases  where  the  {poachers  were  never 
caught.    The  clerk  said  the  difficulty  hitherto  had 
been  to  get  a  conviction  at  all.   The  magistrates  were 
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now  beginning  to  recognise  that  the  Board  deserved 
support.  He  did  not  think  that  there  was  so  mucli 
illetial  fishing  as  tliere  used  to  be,  seeing  that  1400 
trout  licences  were  now  taken  out,  whereas  a  little 
time  ago  there  were  onlj'  800. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-night  the  inauguration  dinner  of  the  Booths- 
town  Angling  Society  takes  place,  the  members 
fishing  a  friendly  contest  previously.  This  club 
will  meet  a  long-felt  want  in  the  district,  and 
is  already  strong  in  membership.  On  Oct.  6 
the  BoUin  was  in  capital  condition,  but  since  then 
storms  will,  no  doubt,  have  spoiled  it  again.  Two 
cotmty  rods,  Messrs.  Reeves  and  Schofield,  Black- 
ley,  fishing  at  Arddleen,  have  had  good  sport, 
fourteen  pike,  from  l|lb.  to  lOJlb. ;  two  good  catches 
of  chub  to  41b.  lOoz.  and  roach  to  15oz.  Mr.  F. 
Leddon,  late  of  Blackley,  but  now  living  at  Arddleen, 
hooked  and  played  for  full,\'  fifteen  minutes  a  fine 
pike  which  all  agree  was  near  to  201b.,  as  it  was 
seen  several  times.  The  tackle  gave  and  Fred  was 
left  — —  The  Weaste  Angling  Society  closed  their 
financial  year  with  a  smoker  and  distribution  of 
prizes  last  week-end. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  report  another 
successful  year.  "They  are  liberally  stocking  their 
waters,  one  large  consignment  has  been  received 
and  others  expected  shortlj'.  Seventy  members 
took  part  in  the  annual  social  meeting.  The  Mo^s 
Side  Socials  will  enjoy  the  president's  at  home  on 
Nov.  12.  The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  have 
just  elected  a  strong  executive  for  the  ensuing  year, 
several  old  officials  returning  to  office.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  West  Salford  Angling  Association 
win  be  held  to-morrow  evening.  It  is  pleasing  to 
learn  how  well  the  Duchy  Angling  Society  is  main- 
taining their  efficiency.  They  have  again  the  West 
Salford  Shield  in  their  possession. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  extra  water  mentioned  last  week  soon  began 
to  run  off,  and  on  Monday  the  Trent  was  in  good 
condition  for  either  pike  or  chub  fishing,  the  latter, 
of  course,  with  pith  and  brains  and  greaves.  Using 
the  latter  on  Nov.  3,  on  the  Shardlow  section,  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
caught  a  dozen  very  fine  fish,  and  afterwards  with 
the  cockspur  worm  he  creeled,  in  the  eddies  and 
lay-byes,  a  fair  number  of  handsome  roach.  On 
Tuesday,  at  Stoke,  Mr.  T.  D.  Lewis  and  Mr.  H. 
Williams,  of  the  Fox  and  Owl  Society,  excelled 
amongst  the  quarry  named  with  the  same  kind  of 
bait,  which  is  hard  to  beat  when  the  river  contains 
just  a  tinge  of  colour.  Dace  up  to  lO^oz.  each, 
with  a  roach  of  1  lb.  9oz.,  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  A.  Lee  at  Colwick,  where  on  Saturday  the  City 
Angling  Association  was  to  have  decided  their  big 
competition  for  valuable  prizes  ;  the  weath  r,  how- 
ever, suddenly  turned  out  wet,  and  the  affair  was 
accordingly  ordered  to  stand  over.  Sundry  pike 
have  been  got  on  the  Grantham  Canal  near  Cotgrave, 
and  one  or  two  are  reported  to  have  been  run  and 
landed  at  Shardlow.  At  the  period  of  writing  the 
clouds  again  threatened  rain,  and  the  outlook  was 
none  too  promising. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  cold  and  cheerless, 
and  has  kept  many  anglers  at  home,  but  we  had  a 
day  or  two  iwhich,  although  cold,  frosty,  and  foggy 
in  the  morning,  was  brightened  with  sunshine  in  the 
middle  part  of  the  day,  and  was  ideal  grayling 
weather,  and  several  anglers  took  advantage 
of  it.  The  Teme,  Lugg,  and  Arrow  were  visited, 
the  water  in  each  river  is  in  capital  condition, 
and  the  fish'  on  the  feed.  The  fly  was  only  success- 
ful j  I  st  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
day,  but  the  maggot  proved  a  very  killing  bait. 
Messrs.  R.  Wingfield.'and  F.  Tomlinson  had  each  a 
capital  catch  of  grayling,  Mr.  Eden  four  and  a  half 
brace,  Mr.  Thomas  five  brace,  and  Mr.  Davies  six 
brace,  others  good  mixed  baskets  of  grayling  and 
dace.  The  Severn  has  had  a  lot  of  colour  in  it,  stiU 
a  good  few  club  members  were  after  the  roach ; 
paste,  gentles,  and  the  small  red  worm  were  tried, 
but  there  were  far  more  dace  taken  than  roach,  and 
those  above  the  average  size.  Mr.  Freeman,  of  the 
Good  Intent  Club,  had  an  extra  good  creel  of  fish, 
and  they  were  taken  close  to  the  city.  Several  have 
been  spinning  for  pike  ;  very  few  have  been  caught 
in  the  river,  but  a  trio  of  anglers  caught  eleven  in  a 
private  lake.  With  colder  weather  they  should  be 
giving  good  sport. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  wild  and  wet,  and 
all  waters  are  in  a  high  state  of  flood.  Spawning 
has  gone  satisfactorily,  but  the  great  bulk  of  the 


salmon  will  not  spawn  until  later  on.  Sea  fishing 
has  been  resumed  witli  much  success  at  several 
places  in  Cork  and  Kerry,  the  fish  principally  had 
being  whiting,  all  of  a  good  size,  many  weighing 
over  21b.  each.  The  triennial  election  of  con- 
servators for  the  Kenmare  fishery  district  took 
place  recently,  when  the  following  were  elected: — 
For  the  tidal  or  lower  division:  A.  H.  Berthond, 
Dromore  Castle ;  Robert  McClure,  Glenhazel ;  David 
Hall,  Kenmare.  For  the  upper  or  fresh-water 
di\dsion :  H.  P.  Maxwell,  Lansdowne  Lodge  ;  R.  H. 
Orpen,  ArdtuUy  House;  and  T.  A.  B.  Sandles, 
Clontoo  House.  The  following  are  the  conservators 
elected  in  the  Lismore  district : — Fresh- water  divi- 
sion :  Colonel  W.  Galwey,  J.  O.  Harold,  Percival 
Hunt,  G.  P.  Gradwell  (Mallow),  R.  Smith  and  R.  G. 
Annesley  (Castletownroche).  For  the  tidal  di\dsion  : 
Messi-s.  M.  P.  Nolan,  R.  Carey,  M.  Kennedy,  C.  H. 
Stanley  (Youghal),  W.  F.  Russell  (Clashmore),  and 
Captain  R.  H.  T.  Smyth  (Ballynatray). 

North  of  Ireland 
Since  the  season  closed  on  Oct.  31  the  rivers  have 
kept  fairly  high,  with  the  result  that  salmon  are 
steadily  rvmning  up  the  tributaries  of  the  Erne, 
Mourne.  Bann,  and  other  big  northern  river  systems.' 
The  various  boards  of  conservators  are  getting  their 
men  on  the  spawning  streams,  butasin  nearlyall  cases 
these  bodies  are  handicapped  for  the  want  of  plenty 
of  funds  the  protection  afforded  is  inadequate,  and 
of  course  the  Fishery  Department  will  do  very  little 
to  help  them.  To  those  who  know  how  poaching 
goes  on  during  the  winter  months,  the  apathy  of  the 
Department  is  little  short  of  scandalous.  To  cope 
with  poachers  a  substantial  subsidy  for  the  payment 
of  keepers  in  each  district  is  an  absolute  necessity.  On 
the  Bann  and  Mourne  the  preservation  of  the  rivers 
is  left  to  private  enterprise.  In  the  United  States 
and  Canada  they  do  these  things  very  much  better. 
The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of 
Conservators  was  held  at  Toome  on  Nov.  5,  Mr. 
Bernard  Meenan,  J. P.,  presiding.  A  resolution  was 
passed  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Fishery  Depart- 
ment to  the  present  system  of  close  seasons  in  the 
various  Irish  districts,  and  the  injurious  effects 
it  had  on  the  fisheries  in  general,  and  its  injustice  to 
many.  It  was  further  resolved  to  ask  the  other 
boards  to  join  in  sending  a  deputation  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  the  purpose  of  placing  these  matters 
before  him.  Sums  of  money  were  voted  for  the  pur- 
chase of  trout  fry,  and  the  protection  of  the 
pollen  whilst  spawning  about  the  Skaddy  Rocks. 
At  the  October  meeting  of  the  Ballycastle  Board  of 
Conservators,  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  F.  E.  Macnaghten, 
Bart.,  in  the  chair,  it  was  suggested  that  the  time 
for  sea  fishing  for  salmon  should  begin  on  March  1, 
and  extend  to  the  end  of  August,  and  that  the  open 
season  for  angling  on  the  River  Bush  should  extend 
to  Oct.  31.  The  present  season  on  the  Bush  expires 
on  September  30. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Forthcoming  Competition  at  Richmond-on-Thames. 

The  usual  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  open  only  to  members  of 
angling  clubs,  will  be  held  on  Nov.  25.  Full  details 
of  this  and  tlie  Carlton  Cup  can  be  obtained  of 
most  club  secretaries,  or  of  W.  H.  Barber,  9, 
Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presided  at  our  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Oct.  31.  A  new  member  was  elected. 
The  result  of  the  recent  "sides"  match  was 
announced,  also  the  result  of  the  second  round  for 
the  club  cup,  and  the  draw  for  the  third  round  took 
place,  which  it  was  decided  should  be  fished  off  on 
or  before  Dec.  16,  and  other  routine  business  was 
transacted.  Messrs.  H.  C.  and  C.  J.  Tuckwell 
reported  that  they  had  taken  about  two  dozen 
roach  at  King's  Langley.  At  a  committee  meeting 
on  Nov.  1,  Mr.  H.  Adams  in  the  chair,  the  question  of 
having  certain  swims  in  the  Harefield  section 
thoroughly  cleaned  out  was,  amongst  other  matters, 
discussed,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Barnes  to 
make  arrangements  and  report.  From  the  Colne, 
on  Oct.  28,  Mr.  Dalmer  took  jack,  percli,  chub  (best 
21b.  2oz.),  and  roach  (best  1  lb.  loz. );  Mr.  Bainton  also 
secured  some  nice  roach  (best  1  lb.  3oz.  and  1  lb.  2oz.) 
and  several  chub  ( best  21b.  4oz. ).  This  last  week-end, 
from  the  same  river,  Mr.  Barne-.  had  chub,  roach, 
and  dace  (best  8oz. ),  Mr.  Blagrave  a  few  roach  (best 
lib.  3Joz.),  and  Mr.  Bainton  also  some  good-class 
roach  (best  lib.  IJoz.)  and  chub.  At  Harefield, 
Mr.  Yarham  had  roach  and  Mr.  Rodbur  roach  up  to 
lib.  IJoz.,  but  very  few  members  contested  their 
seats,  on  Nov.  4,  against  Jupiter  Pluvius  after 
midday.— E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  atrocious  weather 
of  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  meeting  at  Mason's 


Hall  Tavern  was  fairly  well  attended;  Mr.  E.'P. 
Beamont  presided,  and  there  were  some  very  satis- 
factory fishing  results  reported,  including  the  follow- 
ing':— Mr.  C.  Haynes,  81b.  of  good  roach  from  Hurley  ; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  pike;  Messrs.  Green  and  Merritt 
pike  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Frost  White,  good  roach  and 
bream  from  Hampton ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  (Upper 
Thames),  nine  good  chub  and  one  jack;  Mr.  D. 
Isaacs  (Staines),  barbel  of  4Jlb.  and  3|lb.,  besides 
good  roach  up  to  IJlb.  ;  whilst  at  Leigh-on-Sea,  Mr. 

E.  P.  Beamont  had  a  nice  catch  of  12^1b.,  including 
a  fio under  of  2|lb.  and  shaJ  ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  8 Jib 
of  flounders ;  Mr.  W.  Gilbert,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Thompson 
havmg  good  plaice,  flound  rs,  and  shad,  and  taking 
first  prize  in  the  competition;  Messrs.  Orpin  and 
Salisbury,  trawl  fishing  in  estuary  of  the  Crouch, 
amongst  other  fish,  almost  taking  a  big  confer, 
which,  however,  escaped.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("  Trent  Otter") for 
presenting  to  the  libraty  two  special  copies  of  his 
lately  pubUshed  book,  "  Fishing  Days  and  Fishing 
Ways."  Messrs.  Hi  gs  and  Bentley  respectively 
reported  attendance  and  results  at  meeting  of  the 
council  of  the  "  Rivor  Lea  Protection  Association  " 
and  special  meeting  of  the  Central  Association. 
Attention  was  callnd  to  the  pike  competition  taking 
place  on  Nov.  1-3,  when  a  medal  is  offered  for  best 
pike  of  over  51b.  Other  meetings  having  been  men- 
tioned,  including  that  of  Nov.  20,  when  Mr.  J.  W. 
Martin  will  read  a  paper,  the  customary  C.L.P.S. 
toast,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
concluded  a  very  satisfactory  meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 

Dover  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  flourishing 
society  was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Esplanade 
Hotel  ,on  Monday  evening  last.  A  full  attendance 
of  members  was  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  I.  Carter- 
Browne,  D.D.  The  usual  business  was  transacted, 
and  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  Baron  de 
Belabre  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  were  elected 
honorary  members,  and  Mr.R.  C.  Graham,  vice-pren- 
dent.  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the  officials  and 
Chairman  closed  the  proceedings.— Hon.  Sec. 
Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr  S.  J .  Chasteney  presided  over  the  committea 
meeting  on  Nov.  6,  when  arrangements  were  made 
for  re-stocking  the  Kelvedon  fishery.  The  baihff 
there  reports  that  the  river  is  receiving  a  good 
flushing,  consequent  on  the  heavy  rains  we  have 
been  raceiving,   and  should  new  fish  well.  Mr. 

F.  J.  F.  Rooke  occupied  the  chair  for  the  ordinary 
meeting,  at  which  business  of  an  important 
character  was  transacted.  The  fishing  reports  were 
of  rather  a  meagre  kind  as  far  as  results  were  con- 
cerned, for  though  several  members  had  been  out, 
the  bags  ruled  small.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  was,  however, 
congratulated  upon  a  fine  catch  oif  25Ib.  of  roach 
from  the  Lea.  They  were  a  nice  level  lot,  his 
largest  scaling  1  lb.  3oz.  Mr.  Hayward  had  some 
good  whiting,  dabs,  and  gurnet  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Blaekwater,  and  the  chairman 
some  jack  from  private  water.  These  were  taken 
during  one  of  the  recent  downpours,  but  thanks  to 
Messrs.  Burberry's  "  Slip-on "  all  the  rain  was  on 
the  outside.  The  mention  of  this  waterproof  led  to 
an  interesting  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  the 
various  sporting  goods  advertised  as  "  waterproof," 
experience  showing  that,  in  some  instances,  they  by 
no  means  deserved  that  name.  It  was  the 
experience  of  several  members  that  the  most 
effective  way  of  thoroughly  protecting  oneself  on 
a  wet  and  windy  day  was  to  wear  leggings  (as  well 
as  a  waterproof)  which  came  just  below  the  knees, 
as  it  is  there  that  the  rain  is  most  often  felt.  The 
usual  toasts  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society. 
At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  on  Saturday  last 
at  the  Ben  J onson,  the  next  competition  was  fixed 
for  Saturday,  Nov.  17,  at  Windsor,  to  be  followed 
by  a  social  evening.  A  large  party  is  expected,  and 
visitors  would  be  welcomed.  The  annual  dinner 
was  arranged  for  Feb.  9,  1907,  at  the  Horse  Shoe. 
The  Anglers'  Benevolent  box  was  opened  and  realised 
£1.  At  an  early  date  Mr.  Sam  Love  will  read  his 
paper  on  '-Reminiscences  of  the  Rye." — Hon.  Sec. 

P.4LMERST0N  AnGLING  SocIETY. 

The  autumn  dinner  will  take  place  at  Simpson's, 
on  Nov.  21,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  H.  G. 
McMicken.  After  the  dinner  a  smoking  concert 
will  be  held,  for  which  an  excellent  programme  has 
been  arranged.  Reports  to  hand  from  Welney 
mention  that  Mr.  H.  G.  M.  Smith,  on  Nov.  4,  took 
four  and  a  half  dozen  of  roach  and  rudd  up  to  1  lb. 
Pike  were,  however,  not  moving.  Mr.  H.  Temple, 
in  private  water,  took  fourteen  pike  in  three  hours, 
average  71b.,  also  a  fine  perch  of  21b.  The  rainbow 
trout  arrived  in  splendid  condition  and  were  turned 
into  our  Croydon  water  on  Nov.  1  ;  250  rudd  and 
reach  from  our  Cambridgeshire  waters  were  also 
uecessfuUy  turned  in. — P.  VandebvEli.,  Hion.  Sec. 
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Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  MoseJoy  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's  meeting, 
when  it  was  announced  that  a  house  dinner  will  take 
place  at  theHoIborn  Restaurant  on  Monday,  Nov.  26. 
A  paper  will  be  afterwards  read  by  the  president,  and 
matters  of  great  interest  to  members  will  be  subse- 
quently brought  forward  for  discussion.  As  to  angling 
experiences,  the  chairman  had  a  couple  of  jack  at 
Thorney  Weir,  but  on  the  society's  water  very  little 
had  been  done.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  and  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  paid  their  almost  weekly  visit  to  the  Itchen. 
The  latter  had  four  brace  of  grayling  to  a  fly  of  his 
own  fashioning,  and  Mr.  Poole  killed  a  brace  of  nice 
fish  on  winged  flies.  There  was  a  big  hatch  of  fly, 
but  the  grayling  were  taking  only  small  dipterous 
gnats,  allowing  the  bigger  Olives  to  pass  by  un- 
noticed.— Hon.  Sec. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  Society  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  a  vice-president,  in  the 
chair  at  their  Ordinary  Meeting  last  Wednesday. 
The  Society's  rooms  in  Fetter  Lane,  though  large, 
were  found  inadequate  to  receive  the  large  number 
of  members  and  friends  who  had  assembled  to  hear 
Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  another  of  their  vice-presidents, 
read  his  paper  upon  Tarpon  Fishing,  so  the  meeting 
took  place  in  Clifford's  Inn  Hall. 

This  handsome  room  was  found  very  suitable  and 
was  filled  by  a  somewhat  distinguished  company, 
including,  among  others,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Des- 
borough  and  Mackworth  B.  Praed,  Esq.,  vice-presi- 
dents General  Pottanger,  Col.  Lumsden,  of  Lumsden's 
Horse,  and  G.  A.  Boulenger,  Esq.,  ex-president  of 
the  British  Association.  Two  magnificent  speci- 
mens of  the  tarpon,  excellently  mounted,  were 
displayed  on  the  wall  behind  the  chairman, 
and  in  the  mild  glow  of  the  electric  light  everything 
looked  very  nice.  The  rod  used  by  the  lecturer  and 
those  that  had  been  used  by  Mrs.  Turner  Turner  in 
their  captures  appropriately  stood  at  the  lecturer's 
side. 

His  Grace  the  Chairman  intimated  that  he  was 


very  grateful  to  the  Society  for  giving  him  a  nice 
relief  from  the  events  of  last  week  in  "another 
place."  From  education  to  tarpon  fishing  wa?  a 
sweet  change  indeed,  for  all  work  and  no  play  had 
always  made  Ja?k  a  dull  boy.  He  was  reminded  of 
Andrew  Lang,  who -in  his  angling  sketches  says: 
when  young,  he  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  at 
sermon  time  at  church  ;  the  reply  being :  "  Why,  of 
that  big  trout  Joe  caught."  Tlie  Chairman  feared 
his  thoughts  were  rather  of  the  big  ones  he  had 
missed.  He  congratulated  the  society  upon  its 
great  success.  It  was  a  grand  thing  to  be  enabled 
to  meet  men  who  had  knowledge,  and  knew  where 
to  go  to  get  more.  The  society  secured  the  best  local 
knowledge,  and  placed  it  very  freely  at  the  disposal 
of  members.  He  had  been  converted  from  line  to 
rod  sea-fishing.  On  one  occasion  three  companions 
were  using  lines,  he  used  a  rod;  result,  twenty- 
seven  fish  caught,  the  rod  took  twenty-three  of  them. 
He  would  no  longer  occupy  their  attention,  but 
would  call  on  Mr.  Aflalo  to  read  his  paper. 

This  Mr.  Aflalo  did  in  his  well-known  fluent 
manner,  declaring  that  the  tarpon  was  the  king  of 
herrings,  though  a  great  authority,  Mr.  Boulenger, 
who,  he  was  happy  to  see  present,  evidently  only 
thought  it  a  herring  in  a  very  broad  sense. 

The  tarpon  takes  his  bait  very  lightly.  The  bite 
is  a  mere  touch,  must  be  instantly  and  forcibly  re- 
sponded to,  and  the  hook  firmly  fixed  in  the  fish's 
mouth.  When  away  he  goes  boring  head  downwards, 
and  unless  firmly  held  tries  to  fling  back  the  hook. 
They  jump  superbly,  but  only  when  they  feel  the 
hook  and  endeavour  to  rid  themselves  of  it.  Another 
trick  is  that  of  doubling  back  rapidly  to  the  boat 
when  it  is  of  the  utmost  urgency  to  gain  and  keep 
a  taut  line  or  you  loose  your  fish. 

They  love  the  light  of  day,  and  the  night  fishing, 
even  in  moonlight,  has  no  attraction  for  him.  The 
cry  comes  over  the  water,  "Make  him  jump, 
Johnnie." 

The  expenses  of  a  six  weeks'  trip  to  'Frisco,  travel- 
ling, tackle  and  all  expenses,  can  be  brought  under 
£150,  and  the  fun  obtained  is  cheaply  bought  at  that. 
The  strong  man  gets  the  most  fish.  Lord  Desborougli 
took  a  1501b.  fish  in  ten  minutes,  but  he  is  a  strong 
man.  The  comparison  with  our  sea  angling  at  home 
is  a  ridiculous  one.  Small  flat  fish  here— a  fish  7ft. 
long,  2201b.  in  weight,  jumping  eight  or  ten  times 
out  of  the  water  there.    "  Elephant  after  snipe  it 


is,"  said  Mr.  Aflalo.  But  there  was  not  much  art  in 
it.  Like  the  Battle  of  Life,  luck  and  brute  force 
command  success,  skill  is  no  good,  brains  useless, 
they  only  produce  the  professional  chess  player,  the 
new-comer  has  as  much  chance  as  the  experienced 
man. 

Mr.  Aflalo  then  gave  details  of  expenses,  with 
added  advice  for  the  information  of  members. 

The  natural  history  of  the  fish,  he  said,  had  re- 
ceived scant  attention,  for  Mr.  Boulenger  and  others 
deil  mainly  with  economic  fishes.  But  it  was,  as  he 
had  said,  some  kind  of  a  herring.  Until  hooked,  he 
appeared  to  be  a  stupid  kind  of  fish,  taking  moat 
unartiBcial  bait,  but  once  hooked  he  is  like  an  edu- 
cated salmon,  cunning,  and  plays  a  good  losing  game. 

The  tackle  used  was  then  fully  described  and 
shown  and  much  information  supplied. 

They  are  no  good  to  eat  and  the  wasto  of  life  is 
pitiable.  These  great  fish  are  simply  towed  ashore 
and  left  on  the  beach,  unless  one  or  two  here  and 
there  are  taken  away  to  be  mounted. 

So  in  an  easy,  chatty  manner,  the  time  flew,  and 
amid  much  applause  the  lecture  was  brought  to  an 
end. 

The  noble  chairman  then  threw  the  subject  open 
for  discussion  and  questions.  Mr.  Boulanger  asked 
Mr.  Aflalo  if  he  could  tell  him  why  one  of  his 
specimens  had  a  smaller  head.  Had  he  sexed  them  ? 
Mr.  Aflalo  hadn't.  Well,  had  he  done  so  his  sport 
would  have  been  useful. 

The  tarpon  had  certainly  been  heard  of  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  but  he  had  seen  no  specimens, 
only  a  photograph,  which  showed  no  difference 
apparently.  Mr.  Powell  and  others  added  remarks 
and  questions. 

Lord  Desborough  having  had  to  leave  for  Taplow, 
the  chairman  rose  to  thank  Mr.  Aflalo  for  his 
charming  and  excellent  lecture  on  sea  fishing.  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin  in  most  appropriate  words  seconded, 
and  amidst  applause  the  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  Mackworth  Praed  proposed,  and  Mr.  Reay 
seconded,  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  noble  chairman, 
who,  with  Lord  Desborough,  it  was  hoped  would 
come  to  many  more  of  the  meetings. 

The  chairman  and  Mr.  Aflalo  having  replied,  the 
company  adjourned  to  the  society's  room  in  Fetter 
Lane.  The  subject  for  Nov.  14  was  announced — a 
paper  by  Dr.  G.  Steele  Perkins :  "  A  Trip  through 
New  Zealand." — H.  P. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  10,  1906 


^oU5  from  f^c  iTorf^. 


What  teeming  floods  !  On  Nov.  3  and  4  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  other  rivers  were  all  over  their  banks,  the 
haughs  and  low-lying  fields  being  covered.  The 
Don  was  a  series  of  inland  lakes  for  the  first  half  of 
its  course. 


Fish  do  not  run  up  in  such  heavy  waters,  but 
when  the  floods  begin  to  tone  down  they  will  then 
ran  up,  and  a  rich  spawning  season  on  the  side  as 
well  as  the  main  streams  will  be  the  result.  It  tells 
later  on. 


On  the  closing  ten  days  of  the  season  Mrs. 
Pickering,  Miss  Pickering,  and  party,  some  six  rods 
in  all,  had  sixty  fish.  The  six  rods  were  not  all  out 
at  once,  and  on  others  blanks  were  drawn  on 
account  of  the  state  of  tlie  water. 

Of  the  sixty  fish,  Miss  Pickering  had  fourteen ; 
Mr.  Jennings,  eleven;  Capt.  Sj'kes,  six;  Miss 
Yaughan-Lee.  four;  Mr.  Willet,  six  ;  Capt.  Farquhar, 
one:  Mrs.  Picke'-ing,  one;  and  Mrs.  Milne,  one. 
This  ii  undoubtedly  the  best  fished  mid-se3tion  on 
the  Dee. 


On  the  closing  day  on  the  Don  Mr.  Wm.  B.  MefT, 
son  of  Treasurer  Meff,  Aberde.^n,  creeled  a  fine  IClb. 
salmon  on  the  Kintore  water.  Only  two  were  got 
there  that  daj'. 


Mr.  Harry  Duncan  writes  me  from  Dafftown-on- 
Spey :  "I  write  to  congratulate  you  on  killing  the 
record  salmon  of  the  searon.  Wish  I  had  been  with 
you.  The  Fiddoch  just  now  is  full  of  fish  ready  for 
the  redds,  and  an  excellent  spawning  season  is  now 
assured  on  Upper  Speyside." 


Lord  Aberdeen  has  this  year  suspended  angling 
for  finnock  and  sea-trout  on  all  side-streams  running 
into  the  Ythan  under  his  control. 


There  were  more  sea  anglers  in  the  north  this 
autumn  than  I  ever  remember  meeting  before — 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  Cruden  Baj^  had  a  host, 
who  varied  sea  angling  with  golf,  for  the  sea  was  not 
always  on  its  best  behaviour.      Special  Scotch. 


FISHING  TACKLE  DISPUTE. 


Ix  the  Court  of  Apreal,  on  Nov.  1,  before  Lords 
JusfJicee  Vaughan  Williams,  Fletcher  Moulton,  and 
Buckley,  there  wa>  down  for  hearing  the  appeal  of 
the  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich 
made  in  the  action  of  Clay  v.  Allcook.  The  parties 
to  the  appeal  carry  on  business  at  Redditch,  and  the 
action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  restrain  the 
defendant  from  an  alleged  infriagement  of  a  patent 
granted  to  one  Francis  Clay  for  ,  improvements  in 
fishing  tackle.  The  object  of  the  invention  was  to 
provide  a  trace  or  paternoster  for  angling  purposes 
which  would  give  greater  advantages  than  those  at 
present  in  use  by  affording  a  straight  pull  on  a  fish 
when  hooked  by  the  formation  and  arrangoTient  of 
the  booms  or  arms.  With  this  purpose  in  view  the 
booms  or  arms  were  formed  of  any  suitable  material, 
but  preferably  metal,  and  of  any  suitable  size  and 
thickness.  The  butt  end  of  each  boom  was  fashioned 
preferably  in  the  shape  of  a  diamond,  having  the 
lower  end  looped,  twisted,  or  solid.  The  extremity 
or  end  upon  wliich  the  hook  was  fastened  was  in  the 
form  of  a  revolving  sv^ivel,  which  was  coiled  loosely 
into  the  arm  of  the  boom,  or  it  might  be  fixed  and 
looped.  This  was  kept  in  position  by  a  knob  or 
button,  which  formed  the  head  of  the  arm  or  boom. 
The  method  and  use  was  as  follows: — Any  number 
of  arms  and  booms  might  be  used,  which  were  strung 
on  lengths  of  gut,  metal,  wire,  or  other  material  most 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  each  section  being  fastened 
to  the  diamond-shaped  end  by  swivels  or  other  device. 
The  whole  was  kept  in  position  in  the  water  by 
means  of  leads  or  clips  or  swivels.  The  bite  of  a  fish 
caused  the  boom  to  fall  at  an  angle,  and  this  secured 
the  straight  pull.  What  the  plaintiff  claimed  by  his 
invention  was  the  trace  or  paternoster  consisting  of 
one  or  more  arms  or  booms  connected  by  links  of 
gut,  metal,  wire,  or  other  material  substantially  as 
described  in  the  specification,  and  for  the  purpose 
specified  therein.  The  plaintiff  alleged  that  the 
defendant  had  infringed  the  patent,  of  which  he  was 
the  first  and  true  inventor,  and  by  his  particulars  of 
breaches  stated  that  the  defendant  had  at  divers 
times  since  the  date  of  the  patent  and  prior  to  the 
ibsue  of  the  writ  manufactured  or  caused  to  be 
manufactujied  and  sold  certain  fishing  tackle  known 
as  a  "  paternoster  "  made  in  accordance  with  or  in  a 
manner  only  colourably  different  from  the  invention 
comprised  in  the  patent. 

The  defendant  denied  infringement,  and  put  in 
issue  the  validity  of  the  patent.   The  defendant  also 


said  that  the  alleged  invention  was  not  subject 
matter  of  letters  patent ;  that  the  alleged  invention 
was  not  useful ;  that  it  wjxa  not  new,  but  had  been 
published  within  the  realm  ;  and  that  the  defendant 
himself  had  also  at  a  prior  date  used  and  sold 
fishing  tackle,  specimens  of  which  were  open  to 
inspection.  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  in  the  Court  below, 
in  deciding  against  the  plaintiff,  said  that  pater- 
nosters were  known  ;  that  booms  were  known  ;  the 
straight  pull  was  known,  a  means  of  obtaining  that 
straight  pull  by  the  shpping  of  Ihe  boom  when  the 
fish  bite  was  well  known,  and  what  the  plaintiff  did 
was  to  alter  the  shape  of  the  butt  end  of  the  boom ; 
that  was  to  say,  he  had  secured  the  same  result, 
a  re;ult  well  known,  in  the  same  manner,  but  only 
through  the  adaptation  of  a  different  shaped  butt 
from  that  which  had  been  used  by  others.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  that  was  not  invention.  In  his 
opinion  the  plaintiff's  case  failed.  It  was  from  this 
judgment  that  the  plaintiff  now  appealed.  Mr.  T. 
Terrell,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Merlin  appeared  for  the 
appellant,  and  Mr.  P.  Ogden  Laurence,  K.C.,  and 
Mr.  Sebastian  for  the  respondents. 

Mr.  Terrell  opened  the  appellant's  case  at  some 
le-igth,  and.  having  stated  the  facts  as  given  above, 
said  that  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  gave  judgment 
against  the  plainliff  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  proper  subject  matter  for  an  invention.  He 
submitted  that  the  learned  judge  was  wrong  in  his 
decision,  and  he  would  show  that  there  was  plenty 
of  evidence  by  fishermen  that  the  invention  was 
one  of  great  importance.  The  great  advantage  of 
the  invention  was  that  tliere  was  a  straight  pull. 

Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  whole  merit  of  the  invention  was  in 
the  jerk,  and  not  in  the  straight  pull,  because  that 
was  known  before 

Lord  Justice  Moulton:  Why  is  it  called  the 
straight  pull  ? 

Lord  Justice  Buckley:  I  suppose  yon  evolve  out 
of  the  specification  a  straight  pull  plus  a  jerk. 

Mr.  Terrell :  Yes,  but  the  jerk  is  not  mentioned, 
although  it  happens. 

Lord  Justice  Moulton  said  he  did  not  think  it 
would  be  arguable  that  a  jerk  was  of  the  essence 
of  the  plaintiffs  specification. 

Lord  Justice  Buckley:  Nothing  is  said  about  a 
jerk  in  the  specification. 

Mr.  Terrell :  No,  but  he  has  shown  the  jerk  in 
the  picture. 

Lord  Justice  Buckley:  Why  give  evidence  about 

a  jerk  which  is  not  claimed  ? 

Mr.  Manning  having  followed  on  the  same  side, 
The  Lord  Justices,  without  calling  upon  counsel 

for  the  respondent,  dismissed  the  appeal  with  costs, 

and  alKrmed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  below. — 

Birndngham  Daily  Post. 


MARLBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  members  of  this  association  spent  a  pleasant 
evening  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  31,  when  a  dinner 
inaugurated  for  the  presentation  of  prizes  was  held 
at  the  headquarters,  the  Royal  Oak,  Marlborough. 
Dr.  T.  H.  Haydon  (president  of  the  club)  was  in 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  W.  Barnard 
(in  the  vice-chair),  the  Mayor  of  Marlborough  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Crosby),  Dr.  A.  Walter  Maurice,  Mr.  A.  Richard 
Pain,  Mr.  A.  M.  Adams,  Mr.  E.  J.  Hill,  sen.,  and 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hiscox  (hon.  sec). 

About  thirty  members  pertook  of  an  excellent 
repast,  put  on  in  the  best  of  style  by  Host  Hawkins, 
after  which,  the  loyal  toasts  being  duly  honoured, 
the  chairman  presented  the  challenge  cup  and 
distributed  the  other  prizes.  Two  competitions 
besides  that  for  the  cup  had  been  held,  and  the 
awards  were  as  follows: — Cup  competition:  Lst, 
Mr.  E.  Barnard,  challenge  cup,  value  six  guineas, 
and  £2  2s.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  L.  M.  Crow,  £1  Is. ;  3rd,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Hiscox,  lOs.  6d.  Fir^t  competition:  1st.  Mr. 
J.  Belben ;  2nd,  Mr.  A.  Jessett ;  3rd,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Hi-cox.  Second  competition  :  1st,  Mr.  A.  Jessett ; 
2nd,  Mr.  J.  Belben ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Ponting ;  4th,  Mr. 
W.  Barnard  ;  .5th,  Mr.  E.  Jessett. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  presentations,  the  chair- 
man proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Prize  Winners." 
Mr.  L.  M.  Crow,  in  response,  said  the  committee 
were  pleased  with  all  the  support  the  members  gave 
them  in  the  competitions,  and  they  hoped  that  they 
would  have  even  more  support  in  the  coming  year, 
and  more  competition  for  the  cliallenge  cup. 

Dr.  Walter  Maurice  then  gave  "  Success  to  the 
Marlborough  and  District  Angling  Association." 
The  society  seemed  remarkably  well  off,  both  as 
regards  membership  and  finance.  This,  together 
with  such  a  well-stocked  water,  would  ensure  a 
highly-successful  future  for  the  association,  and 
although  excellent  bags  were  obtained  in  the  past 
competitions,  he  thought  they  would  be  still  heavier 
in  the  next. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hiscox  responded.    The  society,  he 


claimed,  would  compare  favourably  with  any  in  the 
country,  taking  the  length  of  its  e.xistence  into  con- 
sideration. Their  membership  was  so  large  that  no 
more  could  be  admitted,  and  they  could  boast  that 
their  members  were  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  toast  of  "  The  President "  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  W.  Barnard,  and  Dr.  Haydon  replied.  When 
he  was  asked  to  be  president  of  the  association  he 
knew  it  would  be  a  congenial  task  for  him  to  act  in 
such  a  capacity.  He  was  keen  on  angling  and  he 
wished  every  success  to  the  as-ociation,  saying  it 
was  very  pleasant  to  belong  to  such  an  interesting 
and  enjoyable  brotherhood. 

The  rest  of  the  evening  was  given  up  to  harmony, 
some  excellent  music  being"  rendered.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Carter  accompanied  throughout  the  evening. 

G.  E.  A. 


DEATH  OF  THE  OLDEST  SALMON 
ANGLER  IN  SCOTLAND. 


Thebe  passed  away  and  was  buried  at  Efskadale 
burying  ground,  on  Oct.  20,  Allan  Fraser,  who  was 
the  oldest  salmon  angler  in  Scotland.  Allan,  as 
he  was  familiarly  called,  was  known  personally  to 
almost  every  angler  of  any  pretensions  visiting  the 
Highlands.  Born  on  the  banks  of  the  Beauly 
some  ninety-two  years  ago,  and  for  seventy  years 
acting  as  a  trusted  angler  and  gillie  on  the  Lovat 
estates,  his  experience  and  knowledge  of  fishing 
were  both  much  sought  after.  He  served  under  three 
Lords  of  Lovat,  and  was  lively  and  the  best  of 
company  until  the  end.  His  neat  little  cottage, 
overlooking  the  waters  that  he  loved  so  well,  was 
visited  by  many  followers  of  Izaak  Walton  who  had 
rented  the  waters,  and  the  eye  of  the  old  man 
was  wont  to  light  up  on  the  ocoasions  when  fishing 
battles  were  fought  over  again.  Allan  never  made 
an  enemy,  and  had  the  happy  knack  of  making  fast 
friends.  Hi->  tales  of  the  times,  quite  half  a  century 
ago,  when  the  Beauly  yielded  huge  takes  of  salmon, 
and  these  had  (owing  to  there  being  no  railway 
further  north  than  Inverne=s)  to  be  carried  into 
Inverness  by  cart,  were  worth  going  a  long  way  to 
hear.  Fraser's  knowledge  of  local  circumstances 
were  exceptional,  and  he  was  genial  to  the  last. 
One  of  his  sons,  Henry,  is  pipe-major  to  the  Lovat 
Scouts,  while  another  son,  John,  was  the  victim  of 
the  sad  shooting  accident  at  the  Silver  Pool  last 
year,  whereby  he  lost  the  sight  of  an  eye  and 
greatly  impaired  that  of  the  other,  necessitating 
his  becoming  a  pen  doner  in  the  very  heydey  of  his 
manhood.  The  death  of  Allan  Fraser  removes  an 
old  landmark,  one  who  was  re-ipected  in  castle  and 
hall,  and  wlio  probably  assisted  in  the  landing  of 
more  i-almon  than  any  other  man  in  Scotland.  He 
was  a  mighty  angler,' and  of  him  it  could  be  truly 
said,  "He  was  one  of  Nature's  gentlemen." 

A.  R. 


ANGLING  ON  THE  BEAULY. 


\  Close  op  the  Season. 

The  angling  season  closed  on  the  Beauly  on 
Oct.  15,  and  may  be  best  described  as  an  average  one, 
full  of  ups  and  downs.  The  total  catch  is  set  down 
at  fi55  salmon  and  grilse,  and  some  300  sea-trout. 

During  the  month  of  March  fishing  was  not 
general,  but  the  members  of  the  Lovat  family, 
fishing  on  odd  days,  landed  fifteen  salmon  of  the 
good  average  of  1 1  lb.  Messrs.  Tonnant  and  Watney 
were  the  lessees  of  the  Home  and  Falls  Beats  for 
April,  and  landed  thirtv-^even  salmon  averaging 
lO^lb.  During  May  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons  creeled  forty- 
nine  good  salmon.  For  June  Miss  Jephcock  and 
Mr.  H.  Hay  had  a  total  of  forty  fish.  Colonel 
Salkeldand  Mr.  J.  Barnett  Gow  were  more  successful 
for  the  month  of  July,  when  their  combined  baskets 
amounted  to  116  nice  fish.  These  beats  were  only 
fished  on  odd  days  during  August,  September,  and 
October  by  the  sporting  lessees — namely.  Sir  Robert 
Lucas  Tooth,  Bart.,  Beaufort  Castle,  Mr.  J.  Bradley 
Martin,  Balmacaan,  Major  Paynter,  Balblair  House, 
and  Mx.  A.  W.  Merry,  Belladrum.  The  catches 
were  twenty-four  for  August,  twenty  for  September, 
and  five  in  October  on  the  few  days  snatched  from 
the  deer  stalking. 

On  the  upper  watet-s  sport  was  exceptionally  good. 
Mr.  Barry  and  party,  Struy  Lodge,  had  136  salmon 
and  grilse  on  the  Struy  waters.  Lieut. -Colonel 
Clark  sixty  on  the  Fasnakyle  waters,  most  of  them 
with  a  trout  rod.  On  the  Eskadale  Beat,  Lord 
Fitzhardinge  and  party  grassed  forty-five  salmon, 
while  Mr.  G.  W.  Henderson  and  party  had  fifty-six 
at  Braulen,  and  Mr.  Pulley  fifty -three  at  Erchless. 

Theheavie!t  salmon  was  landed  on  the  Downie 
Beat  in  September  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Merry,  of  Bella- 
drum,  and  tiu-ned  the  scale  at  301b.  The  sea-trout 
ran  from  8oz.  up  to  41b.,  the  average  being  1  lb.  4oz. 

A.  R. 
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-4  shattered  veteran,  hollow-trunk^ d,  perhaps — 
Thou  wast  a  bauble  once ;  a  cup  and  ball 
Which  babes  might  play  with  ;  and  the  thievish  jay 
Seeking  her  food,  with  ease  might  have  piirloin  d 
The  auburn  nut  that  held  the*,  sivallmving  down 
Thy  yet  close- folded  latitude  of  boughs, 
And  all  thine  embryo  nastness. 

■ — COWPER. 


Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickels  (an  active  member  of 
the  B.S.A.S.)  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  winning 
the  challenge  shield  at  the  Heme  Bay  Festival, 
valued  at  one  hundred  guineas ;  but  what  he  valued 
most  was  the  badge  of  the  association.  This  shows 
that  he  is  a  sterling  angler— no  "nickel"  about 
him  ! 


The  first  competition  of  the  newly-formed  society, 
the  North  Brighton  Deep  Sea  Anglers,  was  brought 
to  a  successful  conclusion  on  Nov.  6,  when  the 
prizes  (thirteen  in  number)  were  distributed  at  the 
society's  headquarters,  Rose  Hill  Tavern  (Host 
Geake's),  by  the  president,  Mr.  F.  Heiford.  Prizes 
were  awarded  for  tlie  heaviest  fish  caught  of  its 
respective  kind  (plaice,  dabs,  flounders,  whiting, 
etc.).  The  competition  was  very  keen,  but  through- 
out the  competition  the  fish  did  not  run  large, 
although  good  bags,  as  far  as  quantity  was  con- 
cerned, were  frequently  taken.  The  society,  how- 
ever, are  to  be  congratulated  on  its  initial  success. 
Following  the  distribution  of  prizes,  an  enjoyable 
musical  programme  was  carried  out. 


The  Champion  Fly-Caster. 

The  "home-coming"  of  Mr.  J.  Enright  from 
America  occupies  a  column  in  the  Limerick  Leader, 
from  which  I  cull  the  following  : — 

"The  return  of  the  Champion  Fly-caster  of  the 
World  from  his  visit  to  America,  where  he  recently 
gained  new  latirels,  was  the  occasion  of  a  great 
outburst  of  rejoicement  here  on  Thursday  night 
last,  Nov.  1.  The  village  for  some  time  before 
the  arrival  of  his  train  presented  a  very  animated 
appearance.  Decorations  and  bunting  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  were  gaily  displayed,  while  on 
the  approach  of  darkness  all  the  windows 
were  brilliantly  illuminated.  The  grounds  of  his 
Own  home — the  Shannon  Hotel,  Castleconnell — pre- 
sented a  most  enchanting  aspect.  The  trees  in  the 
foreground  seemed  all  ablaze  with  fairy  lamps, 
while  wafted  by  the  gentle  breeze,  the  American 
Stars  and  Stripes  and  the  Irish  Green  Flag  gave  a 
most  effective  finish  to  a  most  fascinating  scene.  At 
different  points  in  the  village 

Bonfires  and  Tab  Barbels 
were  throwing  up  their  red  glare  which  plainly  testi- 
fied that  the  welcome  shown  to  Mr.  Enright 
was  on  a  whole-hearted  scale.  The  champion 
on  arriving  at  the  railway  station  was  met  by 
an  immense  concourse  of  enthusiastic  admirers. 
On  alighting  he  was  ca,rried  on  the  shoulders 
of  some  of  his  stalwart  friends  to)  a  carriage 
outside  and  drawn  to  his  home  amidst  the  plaudits 
and  cheers  of  the  large  crowd.  A  double  line  of 
torch  bearers  acted  as  an  Otcort,  forming  as  impres- 
sive a  scene  as  has  been  witnessed  in  the  village  for 
years  past.  On  reaching  his  home  the  vast  multitude 
numbered  hvmdreds,  and  there  were  repeated  cheers 
for  the  '  Champion '  and  the  '  Boss,'  as  he  is 
popularly  called. 


Anglo-French  Piscatoblals. 

The  competition  arranged  for  Nov.  11  has  been 
unavoidably  postponed  until  Nov.  25.  Further 
particulars  will  be  announced  next  week.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alfred  Abrahams  visited  Shoreham,  but  the 
weather  being  so  unpropitious,  sport  was  poor. 
Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs  had  some  'good  roach  from 
Huntingdon.  Mr.  Claverie  fishing  at  Yaldon  found 
sport  very  "slow." 


The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  hold  a  roach 
competition  on  Nov.  10,  11,  and  12,  entrance  fee, 
one  shilling.  Any  public  water.  Weigh-in  at  Sun 
Hotel,  between  eight  and  nine  eax:h  evening. 
Entrance  fees  must  reach  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Rogers,  185,  London-road,  Kingston,  on  Nov.  10. 


The  "  Briny "  Anglers  have  a  competition  at 
Bumham-on-Crouch  on  Nov.  25.  Further  par- 
ticulars next  week. 


While  spinning  for  jack  with  a  small  dace  at 
Marlow-on-Thames,  on  Nov.  4,  Mr.  R.  Wilhams,  of 
the  Holloway  Angling  Society,  hooked,  landed, 
weighed,  and  returned  a  handsome  61b.  trout,  in 
spier. did  condition.  It  was  a  short,  thick  fish,  and 
he  hopes  to  renew  its  acquaintance  next  spring. 


A  doctor  staying  at  River  View,  Beccles,  sends  the 
following: — "I  caught  ninety-seven  jack,  twenty- 
six  4^1b.  and  over,  the  largest  8|lb.,  and  seven  perch, 
four  21b.  and  over,  largest  S^lb.,  31b.,  and  2^\h. 
This  good  sport  has  followed  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  C.  Harry  Ward  as  water-bailiff.  Charles  Ward, 
of  Ravensmere,  was  my  boatman.  I  found  local 
roach  the  best  bait  although  I  had  Thames  dace  and 
gudgeon.  The  3^1b.  and  31b.  perch  fell  to  gudgeon 
and  the  2 Jib.  to  a  dace." 


Why  Tubn  Turtle  7 

Mr.  J.  W.  Stranahan,  of  Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
tells  of  a  novel  sport  which  is  being  indulged  and 
enjoyed  there  by  Captain  Hancock  and  Tommie 
Tiger,  a  Seminole  Indian,  says  the  Miami  (Fla.) 
Metropolis.  Several  days  ago  the  men  captured 
a  very  large  loggerhead  turtle.  About  it  they 
fastened  a  harness.  To  the  harness  they  tied  the 
painter  of  a  canoe.  To  each  of  the  front  flippers 
ropes,  rein  fashion,  are  rigged  and  the  monster 
put  in  the  water.  It  swims  rapidly  and  tows  the 
canoe  about  with  ease.  By  pulling  on  the  ropes 
attached  to  the  flippers,  the  turtle  is  steered  about 
much  the  same  as  a  horse.  Recently,  Mr.  Turtle 
took  a  notion  he  would  give  the  occupants  of  the 
canoe  a  sea  ride,  and  headed  out  to  the  inlet  un- 
mindful of  all  attempts  to  guide  it,  and  according 
to  the  informant  an  anchor  had  to  be  put  out  to 
bring  it  to  a  check.  After  numerous  attempts  it 
was  induced  to  go  back  inside  the  inlet  to  more 
calm  waters,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  day  was  brought 
to  a  close.  Mr.  Stranahan  declares  that  quite  a  sum 
has  already  been  offered  for  his  turtle-ship,  but  he  is 
not  for  sale. 


The  world's  a  dear  old-fashioned  show. 

Made  up  of  right  and  wrong. 
Of  doubts  and  fears,  of  grief  and  tears. 

Of  laughter,  joy,  and  song. 

There's  some  folks  who  are  never  pleased. 
There's  some  who're  always  glad. 

There's  foolish,  wise,  and  rich  and  poor, 
There's  good  folks,  and  there's  bad. 

But  if  all  things  were  always  right 
Then  things  would  all  be  wrong, 

For  life  would  be  too  short  to  last. 
Too  short  to  last  for  long. 

If  no  one  ever  grumbled 

We'd  all  have  all  we  wish, 
Unless  no  one  went  fishing, 
Well,  then  we'd  have  no  fish. 

— MOSNAR  Dis. 
•  •  *  * 

"  The  Mick,"  after  reading  the  above,  was  heard  to 
remark:  "  Bedad  !  The  ginEleman's  quoite  roight, 
for  sure  if  ye  can't  alter  things  then  it's  best  to  let 
'em  shtop  as  they  ape  1 " 


Live-bait  ik  France. 

Now  that  the  entente  cordiale  is  taking  so  many 
English  anglers  across  the  Channel  it  may  be  well 
to  mention,  for  the  benefit  of  readers  who  contem- 
plate fishing  for  jack  in  French  waters,  that,  accord- 
ing to  a  writer  in  La  P^che  Moderne,  the  minimum 
size  allowed  for  live-bait  by  French  law  is  14  centi- 
metres (5Jin.)  in  the  case  of  trout,  grayling,  carp, 
pike,  bream,  roach,  shad,  perch,  tench,  and  eel- 
pout.  There  is,  however,  no  restriction  of  size  in 
the  case  of  gudgeon,  loach,  bleak,  or  minnows. 


The  King's  Biethday. 

May  he  live 
Longer  than  I  have  time  to  tell  his  years ! 
Ever  beloved  and  loving  may  his  rule  be; 
And  when  old  time  shall  lead  him  to  his  end. 
Goodness  and  he  fill  up  one  monument ! 

—Henry  VIII. 


I  hear  that  the  three  new  carriages  which  have 
been  shipped  from  this  country  to  King  Menelik,  of 
Abyssinia,  are  going  to  have  quite  an  adventurous 
journey  before  they  reach  their  destination.  When 
they  get  to  the  coast  they  will  be  taken  to  pieces, 
packed  in  cases,  and  carried  nearly  400  miles  across 
the  desert  by  natives.  After  that  will  come  the 
piecing  together  of  the  carriages,  and  if  by  any 
chance  the  wrong  wheel  gets  fixed  on  the  carriage  it 
does  not  rightly  belong  to,  the  fixer  is  likely  to  hear 
of  it.  But  not  for  long,  for  the  King  has  quite  a 
quick  way  of  dealing  with  those  he  does  not 
approve  of. 

Gbiggs  :  "  The  idea  of  your  letting  your  wife 
go  aroimd  saying  that  she  made  a  man  of  you.  You 
don't  hear  my  wife  saying  that."  Briggs  :  "  No, 
but  I  heard  her  telling  my  wife  that  she  did  her 
best." — BoMon  Transcript. 


Odd  Fish. 

Linxhoten,  a  Dutchman,  tells  of  a  strange  Indian 
fish,  cauglit  in  the  River  of  Goa,  "  the  picture 
whereof  by  commandment  of  the  Archbishop  of 
that  Citie  was  painted  and  sent  to  the  King  of 
Spain." 

He  says  : — "  It  was  in  bignesse  as  great  as  a 
middle-sized  dog  with  a  snout  like  a  hog,  small  eyes, 
no  eares,  but  two  holes  where  his  ears  should  bee  ; 
it  had  foure  feet  like  an  elephant,  the  taile  beginning 
somewhat  upon  the  backe,  broad  and  then  flat,  and 
at  the  very  ende  rounded  and  somewhat  sharpe. 
It  ranne  along  the  hall  upon  the  floore,  and  in  every 
place  of  the  house  snorting  like  a  hog.  The  whole 
bodie,  head,  tayle,  and  legs  being  covered  with 
scales  of  a  thvunb  breadth,  harder  than  iron  or 
Steele.  We  hewed  and  laid  upon  them  with  weapons 
as  if  men  should  beate  upon  an  anvill,  and  when  we 
strouke  upon  him,  he  rolled  himselfe  in  a  heape, 
head  and  feet  together,  so  that  he  lay  like  a  round 
ball,  we  not  being  able  to  judge  where  he  closed 
himselfe  together,  neyther  could  we  with  any 
instrument  or  strength  of  hands  open  him  againe, 
but  lotting  him  alone  and  not  touching  him,  he 
opened  himself  and  ranne  away." 

»  •  *  * 

The  fish  of  Australia  have  one  or  two  peculiarities 
which  are  worth  noting.  Most  of  them  are  brilliantly 
coloured  :  the  rock-cod  is  a  beautiful  pink  with  a 
sheen  not  unlike  that  of  plush  or  velvet  as  he  dies. 
The  nanygai  is  almost  scarlet :  the  maori  has  light 
blue  patches  interspersed  through  vivid  tints,  like 
the  tattooed  face  of  the  aboriginal  of  New  Zealand. 
The  Sergeant-Baker  is  well  named.  He  wears  the 
gaudy  uniform  of  a  most  distinguished  recruiting 
officer.  .  Another  peculiarity  of  the  Australian  fish 
is  the  quantity  of  spines  in  which  they  are  arrayed, 
and  with  which  they  may  defend  themselves.  The 
beautiful  rock-cod  is  a  perfect  demon  for  spines,  as 
are  most  of  the  others.  Indeed,  the  fisherman  of 
Australia  must  needs  be  cautious,  or  a  bad  wound 
for  weeks  afterwards  may  remind  him  unpleasantly 
of  his  holidays. — Chambers'  Journal,  1897. 

»  *  *  • 

Of  the  oddities  which  fish  life  presents,  probably 
none  are  more  remarkable  than  those  of  the  archer 
or  shooting  fishes,  which  inhabit  the  Seas  of  Japan 
and  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago.  When  kept  in 
confinement  these  fish  may  be  seen  to  shoot  drops 
of  water  from  their  elongated  jaws  at  flies  and  other 
insects  which  attract  their  attention,  and  to  strike 
their  prey  with  unerring  aim  at  distances  of  3ft.  or 
4ft.  Another  noted  species  of  shooting  flshes  is 
the  choetodon.  This  latter  possesses  a  prominent 
beak  or  muzzle,  consisting  of  the  elongated  jaws, 
and  from  this  beak,  as  from  the  barrel  of  a  rifle, 
the  fish  shoots  its  watery  missiles  at  the  insects 
which  alight  on  the  vegetation  that  fringes  its 
native  waters. 

«  *  «  « 

Another  curious  species  is  the  trigger  fishes,  so 
named  from  the  prominent  pointed  spine  in  front 
of  the  first  of  the  back  fins,  this  spine  firmly 
holding  its  erect  position  until  the  second  spine  or 
fin-ray  be  depressed,  when  the  first  spine  is  released 
by  mechanism  resembling  that  of  the  trigger  of  a 
gun.  The  obvious  use  of  such  an  apparatus  is 
clearly  of  a  defensive  kind  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  to 
find  a  familiar  mechanical  appliance  of  man  so 
accurately  reproduced  in  the  fish,  or,  rather,  vice 
versd. — Chambers'  Journal,  1877. 


Nothing  Like  Leather. 
The  following  story  has  been  going  the  rounds  of 
the  papers : — 

"  A  conger,  caught  at  Ilfracombe,  weighing 
over  401b.,  made  a  dart  for  a  boy  who  had 
touched  it  with  his  foot  whilst  lying  on  the  pier. 
The  fish  clutched  him  by  the  boot,  and  it  was 
not  until  its  jaw  had  been  cut  away  that  it 
released  its  hold." 

The  boy  (was  hia  name  Sonny  or  Jonah  ?)  is  to  be 
conger- at ulated  upon  his  bootmaker. 


<      A  Monster  Pike. 
A  YOtTNG  Lyons  angler,  says  La  PSche  Moderne^ 
while   spending   a    holiday  at  Bolozon,  recently 
caught  a  pike  of  eighteen  kilogrammes  (over  391b.) 
in  the  Ain. 


Grand  Sport  on  Tweed. 
The  following  telegram  arriyed  just  as  we  were 
going  to  press  : — "  Grand  sport  on  Tweed  at  Inner- 
leithen yesterday  (Nov.  7).  The  river  was  in  splendid 
ply,  and  in  stretch  from  Nutwood  to  Traquair  boat- 
pool  over  forty  salmon  were  landed  ;  one  rod  landed 
eight  from  Quair  boatpool,  their  combined  weight 
being  1081b.  Others  fishing  from  Traquair  Arms 
Hotel  had  good  sport.  The  river  is  full  of  splendid 
fish,  and  should  afford  capital  sport  all  months  the 
fishing  is  free."  Dbaonbt. 


November  10,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


or. 


59 


HERNE  BAY  ANGLING  FESTIVAL. 

Nov.  3,  4,  AND  5. 
Saturday  was  n  perfect  day  for  angling,  although 
the  water  came  down  very  thick  on  the  ebb  tide,  so 
that  the  last  two  hours'  sport  was  very  poor.  Sun- 
day was  a  beautiful  morning,  but  the  wind  stiffened 
to  half  a  frale  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  boats  had  to 
come  in,  losing  nearly  an  hour's  sport ;  but  it  had 
moderated  by  Monday,  although  leaving  the  water 
rather  thick.  The  heaviest  one  fish  taken  was  a 
codling  of  11  lb.  Joz.  The  fish  caught  included 
whitmg,  dabs,  pouting,  plaice,  and  a  few  small 
c^.uger.  The  prize  giving  was  held  at  five  o'clock  on 
Monday,  in  order  to  oblige  those  angler.?  who  wished 
to  catch  tho  evening  trai  i  to  town.  The  president 
(Mr.  F.  Wacher).  when  presenting  the  prizes, 
thanked  the  visitors  for  their  attendance,  and  hoped 
they  all  had  enioypd  themselves. 

Mr.  Wallace  C.  Nickeh  stated  that  as  the  winner 
ff  the  challenge  shit  Id  he  would  like  to  express  ' hi  ^ 
gratitude  to  the  committee  for  their  kindness,  and 
lor  the  fair  and  sportsmanlike  way  in  which  the 
festival  was  mfmaged.  He  felt  very  proud  of  his 
success,  but  considered  the  greatest  honour  to  be 
presented  with  the  badge  of  the  association  in 
token  of  hi?  becoming  a  life-member  (the  winner  of 
the  trophy  always  being  elected  a  life-member  of 
the  association). 

Mr.  O.  Howard  then  rose  a?  the  runner-up  for  the 
trophy,  and  endorsed  Mr.  Nickels'  remarks,  stating 
that  next  year  he  hoped  to  come  over  again  with 
the  view  to  taking  the  trophy  ba:k  to  Southend 
Mr.  D.  S.  Bond,  being  the  third  for  the  trophy,  also 
brie3y  spoke. 

Mr.  Lomer,  treasurer  of  the  association,  then 
rose,  stating  that  he  had  a  very  pleasing  task 
belore  him— namely,  presenting  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  a  silver  cigarette  case  to  Major  Brine  as 
a  small  recognition  from  them  on  his  unfailing 
energy  towards  obtaining  the  trophy. 

Major  Brine  thanked  the   committee   for  the 
presentation,  and  stated  that  it  came  as  a  great 
.  surprise  to  him,  as  the  work  had  been  a  labour  of 
love. 

At  the  close  of  the  proceedings  Mr.  Nickels  pro- 
posed and  Mr.  Howard  seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  association,  Mr.  Joseph 
Gnpper,  for  his  courtesy  and  hard  work. 

The  following  is  the  official  list  of  winners  in  the 
boat  and  pier  competitions : — 

Boat  Wjnnebs. 
Class  /.— 1st,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore 
Piscatonals,  181b.  I5oz.  ;  2nd,  O.  Howard,  South- 

"^V^u  ^^}^-  ^2oz.;  3rd.  D.  S.  Bond,  Southend 
A. A.,  161b.  7Joz. 

Class  //.  —  1st,  O.  Howard,  Southend  A. A., 
nib.  loz. ;  2nd,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore 
Piscatonals,  lib.  13ioz.  Special.  ~  O.  Howard, 
Southend  A. A. 

Class  J//.— 1st,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore 
Piscatonals,  IGlb.  6oz. ;  2nd,  J.  L.  Rooke,  B.S  A  S 
U.b.  14oz.     Special.— W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and 
^.  Nore  Piscatorials. 

Class  /F.— 1st,  D.   S.   Bond,  Southend  A. A., 
8Ib.   3|oz. ;    2nd,   O.    Howard,    Southend  A.A. 
51b.  lOoz. 

Class  F.— Nov.  3  :  1st,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S  and 
Nore  Piscatorials,  71b.  2|oz. ;  2nd,  D.  S.  Bond 
Southend  A.  A.,  51b.  ISioz.  Nov.  4  :  1st,  O.  Howard', 
Southend  A.A.,  151b.  ;  2nd,  W.  Wilson,  Southend 
A.A.,  51b.  8oz.  Nov.  5 :  1st,  E.  F.  Wheeler, 
H.B.A.A.,  (ilb.  I2oz. ;  2nd,  W.  H.  Charlesworth, 
.  H.B.A.A.,  and  S.  Moss,  H.B.A.A.,  51b.  l^oz. 


THE  "FRANCIS  FRANCIS"  ANGLERS. 

The  literature  of  angling  has  boon  onriched  by  tho 
contributions  of  our  greatest  masters  of  English 
stylo,  in  the  forefront  of  whom  stands  "  Father 
Izaak,"  but  it  was  very  noticeable  that,  whilst  tho 
charm  of  the  "  gentle  art  "  had  boon  dwelt  on  so 
lovingly  and  richly,  the  practical  i-ide  of  tho  subject 
had  been  comparatively  neglected  until  the  late 
Mr.  Francis  Francis  published  a  hook  on  angling, 
which  was  eagerly  welcomed  by  fishermen  every- 
where, because  it  was  written  with  force  and  direct- 
ness in  the  simplest  English,  and  he  told  everyone 
who  wished  to  know  how  to  catch  fish,  where  to 
angle  for  them,  the  baits  and  tackle  tq.  us3,  and 
gave  plain,  practical  illustrations  of  almost  every 
method  of  capturing  fish. 

Mr.  Francis'  book,  although  it  is  nearly  fifty 
years  since  it  was  published,  would  even  at  tho 
present  time  be  a  reliable  guide  to  anyone  taking  up 
angling  and  unable  to  obtain  actual  advice  or  teach- 
ing from  practical  fishermen. 

There  are  plenty  of  Waltonian  .societies,  and  it  is 
surely  time  that  other  anglers  who  have  strikingly 
Edvanced  the  art  since  the  author  of  "  The  Compleat 
Angler"  passed  away  should  have  their  meed  of 
recognition  by  having  angling  societies  named  after 
them. 

The  famous  village  of  Twickenham,  its  ideally 
beautitul  surroundings,  and  its  memories  of  Pope 
and  Walpole,  was  for  many  years  the  home  of  Mr. 
Francis  Francis,  who  was  born  at  Axininster  in  1822, 
and  died  at  Twickenham  in  1886.  From  the  cele- 
brated swims  at  Pope's  Villa,  Marble  Hill,  and  the 
Eel  Pie  Island,  which  now  apparently  as  thickly 
swarnx  with  fish  as  they  did  when  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  drew  from  them  some  great  catches,  the 
Anglo-French  Piscatorials,  the  Peckham  Waltonians, 
and  many  other  clubs  have  recently  had  excellent 
sport. 

In  recent  years  little  local  interest  in  Thames 
fishing  has  been  taken  by  residents  of  Twickenham 
and  distiiot,  the  bulk  of  the  visitors  to  this  delightful 
Thames  resort  coming  from  places  far  away.  It  is 
gratifying  to  those  who  are  wishful  to  see  angling 
become  more  popular,  and  really  noted  anglers  held 
in  closer  remembrance,  to  know  that  a  club  of 
'Twickenham  residents  has  been  formed  under  the 
title  of  the  "Francis  Francis"  Anglers,  and  that 
the  membership  is  steadily  growing. 

The  new  club,  which  has  its  headquarters  at  the 
Queen's  Head  Hotel,  has  its  own  punts  and  fishing 
tackle  for  the  use  of  members,  who,  should  they 
have  a  few  spare  hours  and  wish  to  enjoy  the  same 
fishing,  do  not  need  to  waste  time  in  going  home  for 
creel,  tackle,  bait,  etc.  At  the  headquarters  every- 
thing is  always  in  readiness,  including  waterproofs 
in  case  of  inclement  weather.  This  saving  of  all 
trouble  for  members  is  a  boon  which  many  anglers 
no  doubt  will  appreciate.  The  club  has  arranged 
for  the  continuous  services  of  thoroughly  capable 
fishermen  to  attend  to  the  members'  wants  and  to 
fix  them  up  in  the  best  swims  at  nominal  charges. 

The  acting  president  of  the  club  is  Mr.  Michael 
Henry,  one  of  the  most  ardent  fishermen  seen  on 
the  Thames  in  recent  years.  A.  S. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
J.  Do.NAi.DsoN.— The  liothor  Fishery  Aasociatiou 
was  established  in  1872.  Good  fishing  can  be  had 
in  the  liothor.  Tho  best  stations  are  Bodiam  and 
Northiam.  For  full  particulars  and  tickets  apply  to 
tho  secretary,  Mr.  Thomas  Daws,  Sogg'a  House, 
Ewhurst,  .Sussex. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Greenhoart,"  permit 
me  to  say  that  I  quite  fail  to  understand  his 
remarks.    He  .says  I  "  do  not  like  to  admit  that  Mr 
Enright  can  cast  further  than  I  can."     This  is 
absurd ;  I  have  always  freely  acknowledged  Mr 
Enright's  merit  as  a  caster.    At  the  Crystal  Palace 
Tournament  Mr.  Enright  won  the  18ft.  competition 
and  holds  the  championship.     I  won  the  heavy 
single-handed  competition,  the  light  fly  rod  com- 
petition, the  heavy  bait  casting  competition,  the 
light  bait  casting  competition,  thus  winning  four 
championships.    With  this  information  before  him 
"  Greenheart  "  may  be  able  to  decide  as  to  who  can 
cast  the  furthest. — Yours  faithfully, 

Jous  J  AS.  Hardy. 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  no  wish  to  join  in  this  con- 
troversy, but  I  would  point  out  that  the  disciples  of 
greenheart  up  to  now  have  missed  noting  one  of  the 
strongest  points  in  its  favour,  namely,  its  '<  splice- 
abihty.  No  jointed  rod  that  has  yet  been  made 
no  matter  by  whom,  or  of  what  material,  will  stand 
three  months'  work  with  the  "  Spey "  or  under- 
hand cast,  whereas  18ft.  of  greenheart,  f.pliced  in 
two  places,  is  equally  good  for  the  overhead  and 
underhand  style.  Here,  then,  is  a  problem  for  the 
makers  of  split-cane  rods  to  solve— let  them  give  us 
a  spliced  rod  of  their  pet  material  in  three  pieces, 
and  I  am  certain  it  would  be  warmly  welcomed  by 
anglers.  Surely  this  is  not  beyond  the  ingenuity  of 
such  makers  as  Farlow,  Hardy,  or  Barnard  '—Yours 
^'"^y'  Spey  Cast. 


BASKET  FISH. 


Pier  Winners. 
Class  /.— 1st,  J.  Wilson,  Herpn  A.S.,  31b.  Soz  : 
2nd,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore  Piscatorials, 
2lb.  9|oz. 

Class  II.— Ut,  ,J.  Harris,  H.B.A.A.,  13oz. :  2nd 
Mrs.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.,  ll^oz. 

Class  III.  — 1st,  J.  Wilson,  Heron  A.S.,  31b  ; 
2nd,  W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore  Piscatorials, 
and  J.  Wilson,  lib.  15|oz. 

Class  IV.— W.  Nickels,  B.S.A.S.  and  Nore  Pisca- 
tonals, lOoz. 

Total  daily  weight  of  fish  taken.— 'Nov.  3,  2591b., 
35  entries;  Nov.  4,  1871b.,  43  entries;  Nov.  5, 
1151b.,  40  entries.    Total :  561  lb;,  118  entries. 

Joseph  Gbipper,  Hon.  Sec. 

In  one  of  the  scenes  of  a  plavnow  being  produced 
at  the  Olympia  Theatre,  Liverpool,  by  Hengler's, 
Ueethorpes  Station  is  depicted.  A  Great  Central 
locomotive  and  train  are  drawn  up  to  the  platform, 
the  passengers  enter  the  train,  a  whistle  is  heai  d, 
and  ihe  train  moves  away  in  a  manner  quite  life- 
'  moving  scene  is  introduced  to  create  the 
etiect  of  a  train  in  motion,  but  the  engine  and 
carriages  are  moved  along  the  stage  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  smoke  and  steam. 


At  its  marine  residence,  away  down  in  deep 
water,  the  name  on  the  door-plate  would  be 
"  Astrophyton,"  and  it  belongs  to  a  species  called 
Ophiurans.  It  has  a, well-marked  control  disc,  not 
unlike  a  clam,  but  has  no  shell.  From  this  central 
body  radiate  arms,  five  in  number,  like  those  of  the 
famdiar  starfish,  and  these  arms  are  divided  into 
minute  branches  like  the  twigs  on  a  tree,  until  they 
number  in  some  cases  a  thousand  separately  defined 
hairlike  tendrils.  While  the  body  is  not  large,  the 
branches,  when  extended,  measure  about  18in.  in 
diameter.  The  creature  has  the  power  of  incuriing 
these  branches  until  it  closely  resembles  a  shallow 
dish.  This  it  does  when  caught  and  about  to  die, 
remaining  in  that  shape  when  dried. 

It  has  been  given  the  name  of  basket  fish;  it 
frequently  (vi^hen  caught  by  a  dredge,  for  that  is  the 
only  way  it  can  be  taken)  throws  off  these  arms  or 
parts  of  them,  so  that  a  perfect  specimen  is  hard  to 
be  procured  in  its  natural  condition. 

These  arms  and  their  subdivisions  are  almost 
white  when  dried,  and  closely  resemble  plaster  of 
Pans.  They  are  very  brittle,  easily  broken,  and 
cannot  be  repaired.  The  fish  live  among  the  roots 
of  sea-weeds,  and  are  supposed  to  feed  upon  these, 
moving  about  by  wriggling  and  clambering  with 
these  arms,  or  fastening  upon  the  roots  and  pulling 
themselves  along. 

Most  of  the  knowledge  regarding  their  habits  is 
conjecture,  for  none  have  been  taken  alive  and  kept 
for  sufficient  time  to  give  them  proper  examination 
and  study.  —  From  "  Nature  and  Science  "  in 
November^*.  Nicholas. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sib,— The  correspondence,  "Greenheart 
and  SpUt-cane,  has  long  ago  developed  into  a 
controversy  between  two  rod  makers,  who  quite 
naturally  seize  the  opportunity  afforded  by  your 
generosity  to  advertise  the  rods  which  it  suits  them 
best  to  make  and  sell.  Might  not  these  makers' 
praise  of  their  own  wares  be  transferred  to  "  another 
place  in  your  columns  ?  Tanti  fishermen,  quanta! 
mores  and  a  very  good  thing  too  ;  it  would  be  a 
very  dull  world  if  we  were  all  built  in  the  same 
mould,  and  the  same  with  our  rods.  We  cannot 
say,  any  of  us,  that  this  or  f  'at  rod  is  the  best,  but 
only  that  it  suits  us  best. 

The  case  as  far  as  matters  of  indisputable  fact  go 
may  be  summed  up  briefly  as  follows  :— 

1.  Greenheart  is  far  cheaper  than  .•=plit-rane  a 
serviceable  salmon  rod  being  obtainable  from  say 
15s  up  to  perhaps  £4,  anything  over  this  beine 
rather  a  fancy  price. 

2.  Greenheart  is  liable  to  sudden  and  unexpected 
breakage. 

3.  Split-cane,  especially  with  a  steel  centre,  is  far 
less  liable  to  breakage  than  greenheart ;  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  the  steel  is  of  any  use  in  actual 
casting,  quite  possibly  it  is  even  slightly  detrimental  • 
but  It  IS  practically  unbreakable,  and  makes  the  rod 
practically  unbreakable. 

4.  Spht-cane  rods  are  very  expensive  ;  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  a  really  good  split-cane  rod  cheaply, 
and  a  bad,  washy  one  is  a  horrible  weapon. 

Anything  further  must  be  a  matter  of  personal 
predilection.  Most  fishermen  would  agree  that  the 
rod  they  can  best  cast  and  fish  with  is  the  right 
rod  for  them,  and  good  enough  to  land  fish  on. 

Castuig,  with  its  attendant  possibilities,  such  as 
wind,  catching  in  obstacles  behind,  etc.,  is  surely  a 
far  greater  strain  on  a  rod  than  playing  anv  fish  in 
any  water. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  the  beginning  of  all 
this  was  a  note  by  yourfelf  to  the  erfect  that  at  a 
certain  pomt  of  curvature  a  greenheart  rod  seems 
to  stiffen,  while  a  cane  continues  to  bend.  Mav  it 
not  be  that  this  stiffening  is  in  the  nature  of  a 
danger  signal,  showing  that  the  rod  will  not  stand 
much  more  strain  at  that  particular  angle  '-Yours 
truly,  ^  p, 

SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sir,— The  editorial  query  at  the  foot  of  Mr. 
Hardy  s  letter  of  Oct.  27  is  most  apposite:  "Who 
has  run    down    split-cane  ?  "     Certainly  not  I 


360 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  10,  1906 


NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 


CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Manageeess, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
E.  TuRNBULii,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
EusTON,  1906.  General  Manager. 


WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BEOCLES,  SUFFOLK, 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 

Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

M.  J.  McQUIRE,  Proprietor. 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING 

from  grounds,  offered  to  Paying  Guests, 
eight  miles  from  Oxford,  ten  minutes 
from  railway  station.  Sheltered,  bracing  ; 
delightful  situation  ;  good  house  ;  liberal 
table;  punt  and  skiff;  quiet  week-ends. 
• — H.  Quarry  Bank,  Tackley,  Oxon. 


PIKE.   ROACH,   PERCH,  &c. 


GOOD  ■  ■ 

FREE  ■ . 
FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
HolyTTell  Ferry.  Hunts. 


GENTLEMEN 

REQUIRING 

FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  AND 
COARSE  FISHING 

AT     MODERATE  COST 

should  apply  by  letter  to  "  G.  H.  R.," 
Castlefranc,  Woodberry  Grove,  N. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

DEE,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

To  Let,  Season  1907, 

BY  THE  MONTH. 

RODS  on  Kinneskie  Water,  Banchory. 
For  particulars  apply  the  Manager, 
Ter-na-CoiUe  Hotel,  Banchory. 


MANAGER  WANTED 

FOJ{    THE    MIJ>L  IXn.S. 

First-class  Fishing  Tackle  Shop 

Apply  by  letter  only,  stating  experience 
and  salary  required,  to  "Jj^iSHiuG 
Tackle,"  c/o  C.  B.  Burr,  33,  Noble 
Street,  London. 

TO  GRAYLING  FISHERS. 

Read  H.  A.  Rolfs  New  Illustrated  Book 

(pp.  182),  the  most  exhaustive  work  on 
the  Grayling  extant.  Post  free,  5/4,  from 
the  Publishers,  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  100,  Southwark  Street, 
S.E. ;  or  from  the  Author,  170,  Hartfield 
Eoad,  Wimbledon. 


QXJEEN'S  HALL. 

QUE  EX'S  n.lLl,  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


X'ovember  17th,  at  3, 
Symphonic  Poem,  "Vitava"     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 

hnished)   Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  in  D   Brahms 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Ausfahrt 

und  SchifYbruch  "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE 

December  1st,  at  3. 
Tlieme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  ..  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  C^sar  Franck 
Solo  Pianofoite— M.  RAOTIL  PUGHO. 


December  li>th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hiinsel  und  Gretel  ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,   in  B  minor 

(Patheti(|Ue)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdam- 

meruDg")  Wapmer 

Solo  Pianoforte— Mies  JOHANNE  STOCKMAER. 


SATVRDAT  AETERNOONS  at  3, 

1906.    Nov.  17,  Dee.  1,  i.T. 
1907.   Jan.  ly,  Eeh.  3,  10,  March  2. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  .€2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas, 
tl  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7«.  6rf., 
.5s.,  2s.  Brf.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents;  CliappcU 
and  Co.'s  Bo.x  Office,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMAEKET  THEATRE .  —  Lessee 
«nd  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
—THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEV'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Plavtair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  .^t  8.30, 
COilPROMISINa  JI.^RTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinte  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 
^  —Every  Evening  at  8.1S.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  I'rohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  TPIEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue.— HENRY  Lowinfeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidges  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Eraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Broueh- 
ton.  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


TO  FISHING  ROD  AND 
TACKLE  MAKERS. 

Attvevtiser    seeks    Situation  as 
Salesman  Manager 

or  otherwise.  25  yeais'  practical  experience  in 
highest  class  business.  Superior  workman. 
Complete  knowlediie  of  the  trade,  and  other 
out'loor  sports.  Aide  to  take  entire  control. 
Highest  refer tnces.  -Apply  "X,"  13,  l^oroyth 
Road,  Nuwcastle-ori-Tyne. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  i'ixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lou- 
dou,  at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President- LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  I'ishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  and  extensive  Coarse  Fishing 
Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex.  There  is  a  valuable 
Reference  and  Lending  Library  at  the  disposal 
of  members. — For  information,  apply  to  the 

SECRETARY. 

Subscription  payable  from  Jamiary  1. 


Bl&nheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Oxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefield 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headijuarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefield.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  traius  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbourne  Paik,  W, 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND  PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FKOM  THE 


HoUday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBYSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

ANII 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  .J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  'lime-tables.  Guides, 
<fcc. 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

DERBT,  1906.  Oentrral  Manager. 


L  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  hy  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  VVaterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
SteamertoGREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagli,  P(jrtrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  l-'ast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDEKRV. 

Via  CARLISLE  anti  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


RHEUMATISIVI, 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  &c., 
cured  by  using 


DROITWICH  ( 
BRINE 

A 


Wholesale  only  of 
I^STON&WESTAaWD 

EASTCHEAP.UNDOM- 


[  Beware  of  ImifahDns&insiston  havini  \ 
jjigG  eiiuinel)  roihwjch  Brine  CRCTiS\ 

Specially  prepared  for  Home  use 
from  the  Identical  Spring  supply- 
ing  the  Baths  at  Droitwich. 
Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  a  28  lb.  Bag  Delivered  Free  in 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS  for  2/-. 
COUNTRY  ADDRESS,  for  2/3, 
BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS. 


Angrlers  'wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fiehingr  the  0am,  Oase,  *o., 

SHOULD  ADVEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreia:  9,  Market  tllll,  Cambridge. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz,  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  ecjual. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  00  appU- 
 cation.  

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Flshingr  Taekle  Manufaeturers. 
OMADH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

-IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Yoa  oan  now  obtain  a  Polloy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseaBeB  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

¥.  3.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  IHrector, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THH  CASUALTY  IMSURANOB  COMPANT,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she- 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  tlie  United  Kingdom  t 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  iu  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  Tliat  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  pnblication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  followiug  publication. 


Signed.. 
Address. 


The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  Uondon,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Ca&ualti 
Insorancb  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
Condon,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


THE  POPULAR 

SCOTCH 


/s 


BUCK&WNITE 

whisky: 


JAMKS  BUCnANAN  &  CO-.^Ltd.  I 
lioLBoiuf,  London,  £.C'.|i 
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Apparently  I  shall  greatly  surprise  Mr.  Hardy  by 
stating  that  my  personal  opinion  is  that  split-cane 
is  the  best  all-round  material  that  has  yet  been 
devised  for  most  types  of  rods — certainly  for  fly 
rods.  Mr.  Hardy  reminds  me  of  a  well-known 
character  who  was  absolutely  unable  to  refrain  from 
allusions  to  King  Charles'  head.  Whatever  question 
be  asked  or  opinion  advanced  he  twists  it  into  a 
.  reflection  upon  the  merits  of  split-cane  versvs  those 
of  greenheart.  Whether  greenheart  be  stiff er  than 
split-cane  I  have  riot  an  opinion,  but  even  if  it  be 
proved  so  the  fact  would  not  necessarily  alter  the 
relative  all-round  merits  of  the  two  materials.  It  is 
not  essential  that  the  best  material  should  be  best 
in  every  particular.  A  rod  of  glass  would  be  stiffer 
than  one  of  split-cane,  but  no  one  would  dream  that 
this  proved  its  superiority  as  a  material  for  rods. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Hardy's  statement  that  other 
things  being  equal  the  more  powerful  Tod  will  throw 
the  longer  line,  and  that  is  just  why  the  tournament 
result  seems  an  anomaly.  I  think  that  most  angler; 
who  have  seen  Messrs.  Enright  and  Hardy  casting 
will  agree  that  fair  assumptions  are : — Is-t,  that 
there  is  "  nothing  in  it  "  either  way  as  regards  skill. 
2nd,  that  any  possible  advantage  Mr.  Enright  may 
have  in  strength  is  counterbalanced  by  Mr.  Hardy's 
undoubted  advantage  of  greater  height.  In  other 
words,  the  "  personal  element  "  is  nearly  equal.  If 
so,  according  to  Mr.  Hardy's  own  dictum  the  green- 
heart although  the  lighter  proved  to  be  the  more 
powerful  rod,  and  I  have  been  trying  to  obtain  a 
lucid  and  convincing  explanation  of  why  this  was 
so.  To  me  it  s^ems  to  implv  that  weight  and 
power  in  rods  are  not  necessarily  synonymous. 

Mr.  Hardy  says:  "Here  have  I  been  for  thirty 
years  testing  these  things  one  against  the  other, 
both  practically  and  scientifically,  and  until  lately  I 
quite  believed  that  everyone  knew  and  admitted 
the  undoubted  superiority  of  built-cane."  King 
Charles'  head  again  !  If  Mr.  Hardy  will  refer  to 
my  statement  upon  which  he  is  commenting,  he 
will  find  not  a  shadow  of  an  allusion  to  greenheart. 
(Albeit,  he  must  have  gone  very  unobservantly 
through  his  angling  career  if  he  believed  that 
everyone  admitted  built-cane's  superiority.)  What 
I  said  was  '•  ...  a  statement  that,  under  certain 
circumstances,  split-cane  rods  would  assume  a 
certain  curve  .  .  .  was  absolutely  correct,  and 
readily  demonstrable  both  practically  and  scien- 
tifically." I  think  that  instead  of  this  curve 
described  by  Mr.  Hardy  as  "  broken  backed  "  being 
a  reflection  upon  it  it  is  a  testimony  to  the  merits  of 
cane.  I  believe  that  before  sufficient  strain  is  upon 
a  rod  of  any  "  grown  "  material  other  than  cane  to 
produce  this  outline  the  rod  breaks. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  attempt  the  practical  proof 
of  my  contention  that  split-cane  can  take  this  out- 
line under  the  following  conditions  : — 

1st.  That  for  the  pui  poses  of  the  test  I  use  my 
own  rod,  and  that  Mr.  Hardy  accepts  it  as  suitably 
and  "  properly  tapered,"  It  is  a  first  quality  Hardy 
split-cane. 

2nd.'  That  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  be 
the  sole  judge  as  to  whether  I  succeed  by  fair  and 
legitimate  means  in  making  this  rod  assume  the 
.shape  which  he^indicated  in  his  sketch,  and  which 
Mr.  Hardy,  "with  much  positiveness,"  declares  to 
be  impossible. 

Mr.  Hardy  feels  "  like  the  man  who  has  seen  the 
race  and  knows  the  winner."  Never  mind.  I  have 
seen  how  my  representative  actually  performed  in  a 
stripped  trial,  and  although  I  have  known  many 
results  of  trials  falsified  in  the  actual  race,  I  have 
.also  known  at  least  as  many  previsions  of  the  winner 
fail  to  "  come  off." 

Quoting  Mr.  Hardy  again  :  "  '  Built-cane  '  of  equal 
area  will  showmwc^i.  less  deflection  under  stress  than 
•greenheart.'"  Possibly.  I  expressed  no  opinion 
whatever  on  this  point,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
and  ha\'e  none.  It  is  King  Charles'  head  dragged 
in  again. 

I  am  in  complete  agreement  with  Mr.  Hardy  on 
one  point — "to  get  at  the  truth,  and  to  put  'green- 
heart '  in  its  proper  place,"  and  thank  him  for  so 
readily  accepting  my  suggestion  to  make  two  rods 
of  similar  sections.  I  think  that  the  state  of  com- 
pletion to  which  they  should  be  brought,  and  also 
the  method  of  testing  their  relative  stitfness,  should 
be  left  to  the  judge,  which  position  I  hope  the 
Editor  will  accept. 

Mr.  Hardy  exhibits  a  distinctly  flattering  curiosity 
as  to  my  knowledge  and  identity.  I  described  my- 
self as  "an  ignorant  but  unbiased  angler,"  and  as 
such  I  am,  for  the  sake  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  sub- 
mitting to  the  chance  of  being  ruthlessly  crushed 
by  a  very  experienced  but  I  think  biased  expert. 
Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Hardy  can  hardly 
wonder  that  I  prefer  to  hide  my  about-to-be-dimin- 
ished head  under  the  a?gis  of  anonymity,  and  remain, 
—Yours  truly.  Unbiased. 

P.S. — It  is  interesting  to  notice  on  page  311  an 
article  by  an  American  angler  who  considers  him- 
self qualified  to  instruct  his  brethren,  and  who  in 


his  diagram  of  rod  positions  shows  in  every  case 
the  top  "hanging  along  the  line  "  in  the  way  which 
Mr.  Hardy  maintains  is  impossible. 

"RECIPE  FOR  CORMORANTS  WANTED." 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  Cormorant's  "  letter  in 
your  issue  of  Nov.  3,  if  he  will  get  some  sheep's 
lights,  cut  it  up  in  pieces,  make  incisions  in  the 
junki,  and  then  insert  the  strychnine,  taking  care 
that  none  is  left  on  the  outside,  he  will,  without 
doubt,  soon  get  rid  of  the  cormorants.  Thsy  ara 
rather  gluttons  for  lights  as  a  rule.  This  should  be 
placed  on  the  island  about  an  hour  and  a  half  before 
dark.— Yours  truly,  A.  G.  Rowell. 

Weymouth. 


RECIP:^  for  CORMORANTS. 
Dear  Sir, — About  eighty  years  ago  my  grand- 
father used  to  catch  herons  with  the  live  gorge 
tackle.  He  would  bait  his  hooks  with  small  fish- 
bleak,  gudgeon,  2oz.  dace,  roach— and  set  his  lines 
m  the  shallows,  where  the  herons  could  see  his  fish 
and  where  a  few  weeds  grew,  and  I  am  almost 
positive  that  he  used  hooks  attached  to  wire.  When 
he  approached,  the  herons  would  try  to  escape,  but 
he  soon  brought  them  to  bay  and  killed  them  with 
a  stick.  You  can  rely  upon  this  being  correct, 
because  he  told  me,  with  a  very  serious  face,  how 
dangerous  it  was  to  go  near  them.  On  one  occasion 
one  went  for  his  eyes.  Well,  sir,  if  herons,  why  not 
cormorants  ?  A  single  No.  2-0  or  3-0  salmon  hook 
on  best  Marana  gut  with  a  loop  for  the  baiting 
needle,"  with  this  looped  to  over  2ft.  of  powerful 
gut.  I  opine  would  hold  a  cormorant  until  it  could 
be  shot  from  a  boat.  I  presume  the  water  around 
the  tiny  islet  is  shallow,  and  the  question  is,  would 
th»y  not  be  too  artful  to  take  fish  on  this  tackle  ? 
Natm-ally,  the  lines  should  be  set  when  the  birds 
are  out  of  sight. 

From  what  I  have  read  about  the  extraordinary 
use  the  Chinese  make  of  them  to  catch  fish,  I  feel 
sure  cormorants  take  fish  down  head  first,  and  in 
that  case  the  point  ,of  the  single  hook  would  point 
upwards  and  the  cormorant  would  not  notice  it. 

After  baiting  a  fish  and  the  needle  is  taken  off,  to 
save  time  and  a  lot  of  bother,  the  loop  of  the 
gut  with  the  fish  on  it  (which  should  be  kept  in  the 
bait-can)  could  be  put  on  an  ordinary  buckle  swivel, 
the  same  as  when  baiting  for  pike,  which  should  be 
attached  to  about  24  inches  of  strong  gut  or  thinnish 
gimp  (gut,  I  think),  and  then  to  a  thin  but  powerful 
hue.  The  peg  (stout),  a  brick,  being  close  to  the 
water  (or  rather  in  it),  too  much  line  need  not  be 
allowed  or  too  little  (say  8  or  10  yards),  and  the 
coils  might  be  covered  with  silt,  a  little  mud,  or  a 
few  weeds,  if  any  about.  If  this  succeeds,  the  birds 
could  be  shot  from  a  boat,  which  would  be  much 
more  merciful.  You  will  no  doubt  hear  of  a  much 
better  and  simpler  plan— more  deadly  probably.  In 
any  case,  as  this  plan  might  not  succeed  on  an 
island  so  exposed  as  this,  and  surrounded  with 
shallow  and  no  doubt  clear^  water,  the  best  plan 

would  be  to  try  with  one  or  two  fish,  if  at  all  

Yours  truly,  Mahk. 


HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH  CORMORANTS. 
Dear  Sib,- — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"Cormorant,"  I  have  never  tried  to  trap  these 
birds,  although  I  have  kept  them  as  pets,  but  should 
think  the  dodge  we  use  here  for  trapping  herons 
would  answer  equally  well  for  cormorants,  and  that 
IS  to  set  four  or  six,  six-inch  round.,  or,  better  still, 
square,  hawk  (sometimes  called  pole)  gins  under 
water,  about  six  inches  deep,  in  a  straight  line,  and 
then  tether  on  a  live  fish  by  means  of  a  piece 
of  lino  with  a  hook  at  one  end  and  a  weight 
at  the  other,  about  a  foot  or  two  away  from 
the  gins,  and  almost  as  soon  as  the  cormorant 
goes  to  get  the  fish  it  will  tread  in  one  of  the  traps. 
With  regard  to  a  cormorant  picking  up  a  dead  fisli 
on  the  bank,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  you  and 
should  doubt  it,  for  a  heron  does  not  care  to'do  this, 
but  a  heron  is  attracted  by  a  dead  fish  in  the  water, 
and  often  when  I  have  not  cared  to  tether  on  a  live 
trout  for  the  trapping,  I  have  bought  a  fresh  herring 
from  the  fishmonger's  and  fastened  that  on  to  the 
hook  with  the  desired  result,  and  this  might  answer 
for  the  cormorants. 

I  believe  a  better  way  still  would  be  to  fix  in  a 
few  posts,  sticking  up  a  few  feet  above  the  water, 
and  as  cormorants  are  particulai-ly  fond  of  perching 
on  a  post  to  dry  their  plumage  after  they  have  been 
fishing,  a  large  hawk  or  pole  gin  placed  on  the  top 
of  each  post  would  do  the  trick,  but  vour  subscriber 
must  remember  that  this  is  an  illec^al  way  of 
trapping,  yet  still  no  more  illegal  than  putting 
poisoned  fish  about  for  the  pests.  The  reason  the 
pole  gins  are  against  the  law  is  because  it  is 
considered  cruel  to  catch  a  bird  in  them  and  then 
let  It  dangle  from  a  pole  until  a  slow  death  puts  an 
end  to  the  job,  but  in  trapping  a  cormorant  in  this 
way  It  could  be  arranged  to  fasten  the  gin  to  a  piece 


of  chain  or  cord  and  a  weighted  sliding  ring  so  that 
as  soon  as  a  cormorant  is  ca  •  ght  and  fluttered  off  the 
pole  It  would  be  carried  under  water  and  drowned. 
—Yours  truly,  Percy  Wauham. 

HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH  CORMORANTS. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  had  considerable  experience 
of  cormorants,  allow  mo  to  make  the  following  sug- 
gestions in  reply  to  your  correspondent's  query  in 
your  i-sue  of  Nov.  3.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  the  only 
available  remedies  aro  shooting,  trapping,  or  scaring. 
As  regards  the  sliooting,  the  difficulty  in  this  case 
appears  to  bo  lack  of  cover,  but,  if  possible,  it  might 
be  worth  while  to  rig  up  a  "  lilind."  or  screen,  com- 
posed of  hurdles,  on  the  island  mentioned,  or  if 
suitable  ground,  to  dig  a  hole  deep  enough  to  con- 
ceal the  gunner  when  stooping  down,  and  I  have 
often  killed  them  by  the  latter  means. 

Another  method  I  have  seen  used  with  some 
success  by  professional  wiidfowlers  is  to  fix  a  duck- 
gun  on  the  ground,  the  barrel  trained  on  the  point 
of  an  island  or  sandspit  frequented  by  birds,  and 
the  trigger  pulled  from  a  distance  by  means  of  a 
line. 

Another  good  plan  would  be  to  find  a  lino  of  flight 
used  by  the  birds  on  entering  and  leaving  the  lake, 
and  shooting  from  a  hole  in  the  ground  or  "  blind," 
if  practicable. 

As  regards  trapping,  cormorants  on  leaving  the 
water  invariably  go  to  a  spit  of  dry  land,  or,  for 
preference,  a  stake  or  post  projecting  from  the  water 
to  dry  their  feathers,  and  I  should  think,  personally, 
that  a  few  posts  for  the  birds  to  perch  on,  with  pole- 
traps  on  top.  placed  on  the  island  would  be  probably 
the  most  killing  method,  though  not  perhaps  the 
most  humane. 

Finally,  as  to  scaring  the  birds,  possibly  a  clock- 
work alarm-gun  firing  at  intervals  might  drive  the 
birds  away,  although  if  the  lake  mentioned  is  a  large 
one  they  would  probably  only  go  to  another  portion 
of  it,  when  the  co-operation  of  the  neighbours  (if 
any)  would  have  to  be  obtained.  It  is  difficult  to 
advise  with  no  knowledge  of  the  locality,  size  of 
lake,  etc.,  but  I  am  nearly  certain  that  the  poisoned 
fish  would  not  be  of  the  slightest  use.  Anyhow,  if 
the  above  methods  suggested  are  of  any  assis.tance 
to  "Cormorant"  he  is  very  welcome. — Yours  truly, 

Bene  quia  Recte. 

"RUNNING  THE  WORM  FOR  GRAYLING." 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
"  Thymallus  "  under  the  above  heading  in  your' issue 
of  Nov.  3,  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  that  a 
float  should  be  employed  in  "running  the  worm  for 
grayling."  When  I  "seriously  commenced  winter 
grayling  fishing,  and  that  was  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  Hermit  won  the  Derby,  I  received  some 
instruction  from  one  of  the  veteran  Yorkshire 
grayling  fishermen,  a  man  in  the  employ,  as  river 
watcher,  etc.,  to  the  Marquis  of  Avlesbury ;  neither 
he  nor  any  of  the  old  hands  I  then  came  across 
ever  used  a  float,  they  simply  employed  the  same 
taclde  as  you  would  for  trout,  and  in  those  days  the 
hooks  used  were  larger  and  coarser  than  we  mount 
now.  In  recent  years  I  have  seen  a  few  anglers 
fishing  for  grayling  with  the  worm  without  a  float, 
but  very  few,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  grayling  ia 
not  such  a  free  bolter  as  the  trout,  and  without  a 
float  you  often  miss  many  a  good  fish.  I  do  not 
think  the  small  round  float  we  now  use  will  frighten 
grayhng  in  9in.  or  12in.  of  water;  I  often  catch 
them  in  very  shallow  streams  when  I  can  see  the 
fish  take  the  worm  or  maggot.  Some  bottom 
fishermen  throw  in  a  few  maggots  and  worms  as 
baits,  but  during  November  and  December  I  prefer 
to  keep  moving  on  from  stream  to  stream  and  find 
my  fish.  The  Stewart  tackle  is  very  good  for  worm 
fishing,  but  in  my  opinion  a  crank-shaped  hook  or 
a  No.  6  or  8  Crystal  bend,  fished  on  a  three-yard 
cast  of  the  best  tapered  gut,  with  a  small  round  cork 
float  that  will  just  carry  one  shotcorn.  is  the  best 
method  of  worm  fishing  for  grayling. — Yours  truly, 
.^.^    ,  John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

LEA  V.  SHEFFIELD  STYLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Has  the  "  Boston  Bittern  "  lived  all 
these  years  and  does  not  know  chat  the  roach-polo 
IS  considered  so  superior  to  the  Sheffield  rod  that 
it  has  been  and  is  baned  in  some  matches,  so 
expert  are  .some  Yorkshire  anglers  with  it  ?  I  have 
caught  many  roach  in  the  channel  of  a  river  when 
nothing  like  so  many  nor  fi.sh  so  large  could  be 
caught  from  the  bank. 

The  unusual  stir  might  have  helped  to  frighten 
the  fish  just  where  the  northern  men  wantetl  diem 
to  be.  but  the  London  men  did  not.  The  antics  I 
have  seen  many  Shelheld  anglers  go  tlirough  and  the 
noise  they  made  would  be  far  morelikelv  to  frighten 
the  fish  than  a  roach-pole  held  over  the  water.  I  am 
afraid  yom-  correspondent  cannot  know  much  about 
how  to  hold  a  roach-pole  (the  proper  method)  when 
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he  says,  "  A  lady  could  not  hold  a  Thames  roach- 
pole  five  minutes."  This  is  just  wliat  she  could 
hold  much  easier  than  a  Lea  roach-pole,  being 
ftbout  3ft.  shorter  and  much  lighter.  At  any  rate, 
what  he  says  is  absurd.  I  know  one  lady,  at 
all  events,  about  4ft.  9in.  (a  mere  wisp),  who  has 
used  an  18ft.  Leii  roach-pole  for  years  with  great 
success,  and  frequently  beaten  her  burly  husband, 
who  has  caught  more  roach  over  21b.  than  any 
angler  I  know,  and  after  fisliing  all  day  I  ha\  e  seen 
her  far  less  tired. 

Lastly,  many  Lea  anglers  fish  with  gut  qui^e  as 
fine  as  he  mentions,  and  many  Sheffield  rods  I  have 
liandled  are  just  the  opposite  of  wands,  so  much 
so  that  a  writer  in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Dec. 
1904,  says  "  his  roach  rods  differ  somewhat  from  the 
ordinary  Sheffield-made  roach  rods,  in  that  they  are 
not  so  stiff  and  rigid,  and  therefore  enable  a  long 
cast  to  be  made,  and  the  grip  is  much  too  thin." — 
Yours  truly,  Pangbouene. 

ROD-TOP  PULLEYS  AND  RINGS  FOR  SEA 
FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  interest  in  j'our 
recent  issues  the  remarks  re  "  Pulleys  and  Porce- 
lain," and  have  come  to  the  same  conclusions  as 
yourself,  that  the  pulley  in  its  various  forms  is  not 
all  that  some  would  have  us  believe.  Only  a  few 
days  ago  whilst  casting  from  the  shore,  my  pater- 
noster separated  from  the  line  in  a  remarkable 
maimer,  and  without  apparently  any  hitch  taking 
place  either  at  the  rod  top  or  reel.  Having  pre- 
viously tested  the  line  I  could  not  understand  the 
cause,  and  as  it  was  dark  at  the  time  had  to  wait 
until  I  returned  homa  before  I  could  make  a 
thorough  examination.  I  then  found  the  (single) 
wheel  of  the  pulley  had  become  worn  in  two  com- 
plete furrows,  and  between  these  was  left  an 
upstanding  sharp-edged  rib  of  metal.  I  need  hardly 
add  that  I  filed  the  surface  smooth  before  again 
using  it.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  top  ringis 
most  in  use  at  the  present  time  are  the  •'  swing 
pulleys,"  with  two  revolving  wheels,  and  the  "single 
wheel"  or  "  Scarboro'"  pattern.  Personally,  I 
cannot  reconcile  myself  to  the  former,  and  the  latter, 
excellent  though  it  is  in  mo3t  ways,  cannot  appa- 
rently help  getting  the  brass  pulley-wheel  worn  in 
grooves  by  the  constant  friction  of  the  line.  The 
remedy  appears  to  be — a  "  Scarboro'  "  top  with  a 
porcelain  pulley  (if  such  a  combination  be  possible), 
for  those  who  like  pulleys,  and  I  am  anxiously 
awaiting  the  day  when  a  "  bell-mouthed  "  porce- 
lain rod-top  ring  is  brought  out  on  the  same 
principle  as  at  present  applied  in  agate  to  tarpon 
rods,  though  not  at  the  same  price.  I  am  particu- 
larly interested  in  the  remarks  of  Messrs.  Clay  and 
Warren  Vernon  concerning  the  breaking  of  porce- 
1  ain  rings,  as  some  little  time  ago  I  ventured  in 
your  columns  to  suggest  the  same  fault  as  applied 
to  salmon  rods,  when  ono  or  two  of  your  readers 
evidently  considered  the  statenient  as  a  well-nigh 
impossible  feat  of  carelessness  on  my  part,  and  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  letters  of  the  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen  may  meet  the  eye  of  tlie 
"  Boston  Bittern,"  whom  I  think  was  interested  in 
the  "  porcelain  "  subject  at  the  time. — Yours  truly, 

Bene  quia  Recte. 


CARP  WANTED  TO  STOCK  A  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Southamp'^on  Piscatorial  Society 
wish  to  stock  a  large  pond  with  carp.  Will  you 
advise  us  as  to  the  most  suitaVjle  size  and  variety  to 
put  in,  and  also  the  best  place  to  purcha.se  them. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  W.  Cotton,  Hon.  Sec. 

Southampton  Piscatorial  Society. 

"A  WHOLESALE  CONDEMNATION  OF 

PRAWN  FISHING  FOR  SALMON." 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  anything 
"  unsportsmanlike, "as  you  hint  in  yournote  of  Nov.  3, 
in  my  condemning  "prawn  fishing"  for  salmon. 
You  yourself  would  bar  it  where  fish  will  take  the 
fly.  I  have  done  plenty  of  it  in  former  times,  and  I 
am  very  much  ashamed  of  it  now,  and  have  been 
for  years  past.  Prawn  fishing  (for  by  it  at  least 
eight  out  of  every  ten  fish  are  now  killed  at  Galway, 
on  the  Shannon.: Blackwater,  and  Lee)  has  put  back 
remedial  legislation  many  years,  for  without  prawn 
fishing,  the  salmon  being  now  so  few,  the  riparian 
proprietors  would,  in  self-defence,  be  obliged  to 
combine  to  legislate  against  over  netting,  night 
netting,  and  fixed  engines,  such  as  the  dummy 
hatches  and  killing  hatch  at  Li.smore  Weir.  As  long 
as  lessees  or  tenants  can  be  got  who  kill  fish  by  any 
means  no  combination  for  successful  legislation  is 
possible.  Let  prawn  fishing  be  made,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  illegal,  and  how  many  fish  will,  under  present 
conditions,  be  killed  on  the  rivers  I  have  mentioned  ? 
—Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Tivy. 


tweedside  impostors. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  George  Forrest's  remarks  regard- 
ng  the  reported  capture  of_a  salmon  of  801b.  in  the 


Tweed,  which  nppeai'ed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  3,  are  pretty  similar  to  those  put  forward  in 
a  commimication  I  received  on  Oct.  24  last  from 
Mr.  James  Thomas,  secretary  to  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fishery  Company.  Ho  stages  that  when  ho  first 
heard  of  the  fish  it  was  said  to  have  weighed  701b.  ; 
afterwards  it  was  increased  to  801b.  Ho  adds, 
"  It  M  as  not  weighed  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  A 
part  was  cut  olf,  and  weighed  251b.  No  reliance 
can  be  attached  to  its  supposed  weight.  It  is  silly 
to  p'lblish  reports  of  this  kind." 

This  is  the  second  bogus  salmon  reported  to  have 
been  taken  in  the  Tweed  this  year.  The  counterfeit 
fish  of  721b.  ?aid  to  have  been  landed  by  Canon 
Greenwall  has  already  been  expo=ed.  Were  not 
these  audacious  reports  promptly  contradicted  the 
sea?on  of  1906  along  the  Tweed  would  no  doubt 
in  the  future  be  referred  to  as  specially  notable 
for  yielding  two  fish  of  remarkably  heavy  weights, 
and  the  preserved  records  as  to  the  capture  of 
monster  salmon  would  probably  be  further  debased 
by  the  inclusion  of  two  veritable  bogus  fish.  To 
safeguard  against  such  a  calamity  I  earnestly  solicit 
your  assistance  by  the  publication  of  this  letter. — 
Yours  truly,  Henry  Ff ennell. 


"HINTS  ON  ROD  MAKING." 

De.\r  Sir,— I  have  read  with  interest  the  article 
in  the  Fishing  Oazette  of  Oct.  20.  About  twenty 
years  ago  I  used  to  dabble  in  amateur  rod  making, 
and  not  being  quite  satisfied  with  greenheart,  I 
determined  to  try  split-bamboo  for  the  tops.  'Never 
having  seen  a  split-cane  rod  made  I  set  ajpout  my 
task  according  to  my  own  lights. 

First,  I  made  a  sort  of  shooting-board  with  a 
V  groove  down  the  centre,  and  so  arranged  that 
the  V  could  be  made  narrower  or  wider  by  sliding 
the  two'  halves  of  the  shooting-board  nearer  or 
further  apart,  thus  also  allowing  for  a  taper  on  the 
strips  planed  up  in  it.  The  board  is  only  2ft.  6in. 
long  (1  have  it  now),  so  that  I  co\ald  only  plane  up 
strips  about  18in.  or  2ft.  long.  The  angles  of  the  V 
are  120  degrees  with  the  flat  surface  of  the  board, 
so  that  the  section  of  the  strips  planed  up  is  an 
equilateral  -triangle  of  GO  degrees.,  I  planed  up 
six  strips,  taking  just  one  cut  on  the  enamel  side 
of  the  cane-strip  to  flatten  it,  and  getting  the  taper 
out  of  the  soft  wood.  These  strips  I  then  glued 
together  with  ordinary  best  glue,  as  used  by  joiners, 
whipping  them  together,  whilst  the  glue  was  hot, 
tightly  with  string,  and  straightening  them  by  eye. 
When  dry  I  cut  splices  on  them,  and  spliced  three 
or  four  pieces  together  to  maks  one  top  joint.  I 
must  explain  that  in  gluing  up  the  strips  I  placed 
the  hard  parts  of  two  strips  next  to  one  another, 
and  the  adjacent  soft  parts  next  to  each  other,  so 
that  I  obtained  a  section  of  the  hard  part  of  the 
cane  of  a  star  shape,  thus — •  .  ^ 


The  shaded  parts  indicate  the  hard  part  of  the  cane, 
and  the  light  part  the  soft  wood  ;  the  small  circle 
indicates  the  section  of  the-  top  when  planed  up 
round. 

Then  having  spliced  my  three  or  four  pieces 
together,  and  temporarily  whipped  them  and 
straightened  them  whilst  the  glue  was  hot,  I 
waited  for  them  to  dry  thoroughly,  and  then 
treated  the  top  just  as  I  would  a  solid  wood  top, 
and  planed  it  up  roimd  and  tapered  it  to  shape. 
In  doing  this  I  cut  away  most  of  the  soft  part 
of  the  cane,  leaving  only  the  hard  enamel,  at  all 
events,  in  the  finer  end  of  the  top. 

This  is  a  far  easier  method  for  an  amateur  than 
making  the  top  with  the  enamel  outside,  and  I 
believe  equally  as  good,  for  I  have  two  tops  now 
that  I  made  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  they  are  as 
good  and  straight  as  the  day  they  were  made,  and 
have  had  very  hard  usage — one,  though  very  fine 
and  made  for  a  trout  rod,  has  killed  several  salmon, 
and  has  been  used  also  for  spinning  a  heavy  natural 
minnow,  and  the  glue  joints  have  not  given  way. 

Of  course,  by  my  method  it  ia  quite  easy  to  place 
the  hard  parts  of  the  cane  outside,  but  then  the 
difficulty  of  getting  the  correct  taper  comes  in,  for 
this  has  to  be  done  before  the  strips  are  glued 
together.  I  made  one  middle  joint  in  this  manner, 
but  it  was  a  tiresome  job,  and  one  I  should  not  care 
to  repeat,  though  the  result  was  fairly  good,  and 
the  joint — part  of  the  rod  which  killed  the  salmon 
— has  stood  well.  The  method  I  have  illustrated 
is,  I  consider,  only  suitable  for  top  joints,  though  I 
have  not  tried  it  for  middle  and  butt  joints,  and  is 


best  suited  for  greenheart  rods  with  split-cane  tops, 
which  make  very  good  rods,  not  far  inferior  in  my 
estimation  to  split-cane  ones,  and  I  have  tried  and 
pos-ess  both.  I  have  long  ceased  to  make  my  own 
rods,  for  though  out  of  several  attempts  1  have 
succeeded  in  making  one  or  two  good  ones  the 
game  is  not  worth  tlie  candle,  as  rods  ara  so  cheiip 
now  and  so  well  made,  and  you  can  pick  one  to 
suit  your  hand  out  of  many  to  choose  from  at  a 
good  maker's  shop.  But  for  amusement  I  recom- 
mend any  amateur  rod  maker  to  try  my  plan.  I 
may  say  I  liave  tried  most  woods  for  rods,  but 
nothing  can  beat  good  straight-grained  and  well- 
seasoned  greenheart  in  my  estimation  for  solid  wood 
rods,  and  nothing  can  bo<i.t  split-cane  for  the  tops — 
it  does  not  fly  like  greenheart,  and  is,  I  think,  much 
stronger,  but  there  is  greenhoT.rt  and  greenheart, 
and  the  best  is  very  hard  to  get.  If  any  amateur 
wishes  for  a  sketch  of  my  shooting-board  I  will  be 
happy  to  send  one. — Yours  truly, 

John  A.  LeM.  Haywabd. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  NENE,  NEAR 
OUNDLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could 
give  me  any  information  regarding  above,  and  also 
recommend  accommodation.  Tlianking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  Ar.\.b. 


WEYMOUTH    AND   DORSET  SEA-ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  Folkestone  Angling  Festival,  in 
your  issue  of  Nov.  3,  I  notice  the  account  of  the 
above,  and  in  it  j'ou  describe  our  worthy  chairman, 
Mr.  Councillor  S.  H.  Wallis,  of  Weymouth,  as  be- 
longing to  the  Weymouth  Angling  Association. 
May  I  ask  you  in  all  fairnes's  to  note  that  he  is  not 
a  member  of  that  association,  nor  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  it.  Mr.  Wallis  belongs  to  this  society 
only. — Yours  truly,        A.  G.  Rowell,  Hon.  Sec. 

Weymouth. 


FISHING  IN  THE  WEST  INDIE?, 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  am  starting  for  a  couple  of 
months'  tour  in  the  West  Indies  in  January,  I 
should  bo  very  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents would  tell  me  if  it  is  any  use  taking  a 
fishing  rod  with  me.  I  should  be  grateful  for  any 
information  on  the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

Kayless, 

[Major  Hutton  has  had  some  sport  with  tarpon,  as 
described  by  him  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  should 
advise  our  correspondent  to  go  prepared  for  sea 
fishing.  The  Major  finds  the  Port  Royal  tarpon  so 
cunning  that  they  will  take  only  if  the  tackle  is  of 
the  finest  kind  of  wire  I  am  now  trying  to  get  him 
some  more  very  fine  wire  like  a  sample  I  sent  him, 
but  I  fear  that  the  name  of  the  angler  or  maker 
who  sent  it  to  me  ha;  got  mislaid. — Ed.^ 


HOW  TO  SHAPE  A  LANDING-NET. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Hibernia,"  a  landing- 
net  should  not  start  from  a  point.  Begin  by  netting 
a  square  piece  of  size  required,  then  proceed  by 
netting  round  and  round  the  square  until  the  net 
attains  the  depth  required.  I  could  give  a  few 
practical  details  if  "  Hibernia "  cares  to  write  to 
mo  direct. — Yours  truly,  M.  D. 

37,  Compton-terrace,  N. 


A  PLEA  FOR  THE  SO-CALLED  COARSE  FISH. 

Dear  Sir,  —  I  see  in  the  Sportsman  and  the 
Anglers'  News  the  question  brought  up  of  new 
terms  for  the  classification  of  sea  fish.  Cannot 
something  be  done  to  remove  the  .slur  laid  on  some 
species  of  fresh-water  fish  by  the  term  "coarse"  ? 
At  present  the  fresh-water  fish  are  divided  into 
"game"  and  "coarse."  Now,  according  io  the 
dictionary,  "game"  means  (1)  of  or  belonging  to 
such  animals  as  are  hunted  as  game;  (2)  haying 
the  plucky,  unyielding  spirit  of  a  game  cock  — 
courageous,  resolute.  While  "coarse"  means  (1) 
wanting  in  fineness  of  texture  or  structure,  or  in 
elegance  of  form;  (2)  rude,  rough. 

Surely  the  so-called  coarse  fish  deserve  the  first 
adjective,  "game"  ;  but  not  f  ho  second,  "coarse" 
But  "  game  "  is  a  title  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  who 
fish  for  the  salmonidm,  and  it  should  be  retained. 
But  could  we  not  term  the  coarse  fish  "  sporting  " 
fish  ?  This  would  give  them  their  due,  and  would 
remove  them  from  the  injustice  under  which  they 
lie  at  present. — Yours  truly,         Silver  Devon. 

P.S.  —  Would  your  correspondent  '"  Biglake  " 
kindly  give  the  addre.ss  at  which  those  mother-of- 
pearl  spoons,  which  proved  so  attractive  to  the 
Mask  pike,  can  be  obtained  ? 

{Stveral  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

Pharyngeal  Teeth  of  the  Mahseer. 

Me.  J.  HoGAN  writes: — 

"  With  reference  to  '  Notes  and  Queries '  by 
Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  10,  and  his  wish  to  know  something  of  the 
pharyngeal  teeth  of  the  mahseer,  I  send  either  for 
illustration  or  for  transference  to  him  a  set  of 
these  belonging  to  a  mahseer  of  about  71b.,  as  far 
as  I  remember.  There  are,  of  course,  as  he 
assumes,  several  varieties  of  this  fish,  differing 
largely  in  shape  and  peculiarities,  in  different  parts 
of  India.'  ^ 

I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Hogan,  and  am  sending 
the  teeth,  which  are  much  like  the  throat  teeth  of 
roach  and  chub,  on  to  our  old  and  esteemed  corre- 
spondent. Baron  Tcherkassov. 

Dry-Fly  Salmon  Angling-. 

Major  Eraser  had  an  account  in  the  Dailv  Mail 
recently  of  "  Dry-Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon  "  as  some- 
thing novel  and  worth  cultivating.  But  there  is 
nothing  new  in  salmon  taking  a  dry-fly  in  the 
Test,  as  Sir  WiUiam  Pearce,  of  Hungerford,  points 
out  in  a  note  in  last  Monday's  Daily  Mail  as 
follows: — 

"  Major  Fraser's  secret  is  as  old  as  the  hills  or  as 
dry-fly  fishing.  Twenty  years  ago  on  these  Hamp- 
shire waters  I  saw  a  salmon  fished  for  with  a 
floating  May  Fly,  hooked,  and  unfortunately  lost 
—most  unfortunately,  for  salmon  are  worse  than 
pike  on  a  first-class  trout  water.  I  have  since  had 
a  simi  lar  experience  myself.  The  South  of  England 
salmon  angler,  however,  usually  wears  a  fly  on  his 
hat  and  a  prawn  on  his  hook. 

"  Major  Fiaser,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  gentle- 
men who,  by  proposing  a  conservancy,  are  trying 
to  rum  the  two  finest  trout  rivers— Test  and  Itchen 
—m  England  in  attempting  to  introduce  salmon 
and  this  freak  sport.  North  of  Inverness,  I  venture 
to  suggest^  18  the  place  for  a  « well-cocked  '  Jock 
bcott  or  Durham  Ranger,  where  the  clan  fishes— 
and  With  a  splash  net  forby  t " 


Rings  for  Sea  Rods,  etc 

"J.  T.  H."  sends  me  some  very  stout  samples 
of  porcelain  rings  for  sea-fishing  rods,  although  I 
think  they  err  on  the  side  of  being  a  bit  too  heavy 
except  for  a  very  stiff  and  stout  sea  rod  ;  in  fact, 
personally,  I  should  think  the  end  ring  Biz3  would 
be  big  enough  for  the  whole  of  the  rings  on  the 
rod.  As  regards  the  oocasional  breaking  of  these 
rings,  as  he  says,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few 
minutes  to  whip  on  a  new  ring- 1  think  no  angler 
could  find  any  difficulty  in  doing  it  with  a  bit  of 
waxed  thread.  I  am  sending  the  samples  to  the 
correspondents  he  mentions.  I  may  say  that  for 
pike  fishing  I  have  proved  these  porcelain  rings  to 
reduce  friction  almost  too  much  I— the  line  ^iesout. 

Here  is  what  "J.  T.  H."  says:  

"The  letters  of  Messrs.  Clay,  Vernon,  and 
'  Bane  quia  Recte '  have  induced  me  to  send  you 
two  or  three  rod  and  top  rings,  which  I  have  had 
specially  made  in  substantial  porcelain  for  sea 
fishing;  they  may  look  a  little  heavy,  but  they 
answer  the  purpose.  Could  you  let  those  gentle- 
men see  them  ?  Surely  no  resourceful  angler 
would  allow  a  day  to  be  spoiled  because  a  ring  or 
two  was  broken,  it  is  so  easy  to  replace  them  ! 
How  many  days  have  been  spoiled  by  accidentally 
dropping  the  boot  on  a  joint  7  The  thin  porcelain 
rings,  mounted  on  wire,  do  need  special  care,  but 
fairly  strong  rings,  whipped  directly  to  the  rod, 
Will  stand  any  reasonable  usage.  I  have  never 
broken  one,  and  I  have  smashed  joints.  Porcelain 
certainly  is  hardly  strong  enough  to  withstand  the 
shock  of  the  ironwork  of  a  pier,  but  what  hard 
material  is  ?  Any  ring  tough  enough  to  resist  a 
good  hard  whack  against  an  iron  girder  will  be  soft 
enough  to  cut  into  grooves  in  a  day's  fishing. 

"P-S. — I  am  an  amateur  and  make  my  own 
rods.  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  a  sketch  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  LeM.  Hay  ward's  shooting-board." 


A  Hunting  and  Fishing  Exhibition  at  Antwerp 
Next  May. 

_  I  am  asked  by  the  executive  committee  to 
mform  British  and  Irish  anglers  and  fishing  tackle 
makers  that  there  is  to  be  an  International  Ex- 
hibition in  connection  with  hunting  and  fishing, 
in  May  and  June  next,  at  Antwerp.  It  will  open 
on  May  11,  1907,  and  will  be  under  the  patronage 
of  H.M.  the  King  of  the  Belgians  and  the  Govern- 
ment, and  b3ing  the  first  affair  of  the  kind  to  bo 
held  in  Belgium  no  effort  is  to  be  spared  to  make 
it  a  success.  It  will  b3  held  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Royal  Zoological  Society. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  writes:—  • 

"Mr.  Forrest  tells  me  that  his  son  William  had  a 
day  on  the  Tweed  at  Carham  on  the  Keth,  and 
killed  seven  salmon,  besides  running  some  others. 
His  largest  was  a  '  wee  ane '  of  only  401b. !  The  old 
man  tells  it  all  so  very  quietly— what  would  I  give 
kill  a  401b.  salmon.    So  seldom  taken  that  size." 


Another  Plea  for  Fine  Tackle  in  Sea  Fishing. 

Mr.  E.  de  Ketschendorf,  a  member  of  the 
Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association,  says:  "I  was 
much  interested  in  your  and  Mr.  Payton's  recent 
remarks  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  advisability 
of  using  fine  tackle  in  sea  fishing,  and  I  regret  to 
see  it  is  not  used  more.  Why  I  cannot  understand, 
as  I  am  sure  more  fish  would  be  caught  using  fine 
tackle.  Having  gone  in  for  one  or  two  sea  fishing 
competitions,  I  was  surprised  to  see  the  coarse, 
heavy  tackle  used.  Why  not  make  it  a  rule  in  all 
competitions,  that  all  competitors  should  use  at 
least  two  yards  of  single  or  double  gut— there 
would  be  more  sport  attached  to  it,  and  I  am  sure 
more  skill  I  always  use  three  yards  of  single  gut, 
hooks  mounted  on  same,  and  attached  to  the  cast 
the  same  as  I  should  a  dropper  on  a  fly  cast,  and 
have  found  it  strong  enough  to  land  fish  up  to 
151b.  It  has  not  been  my  luck  so  far  to  get  hold 
of  anything  larger.  Why  could  not  some  of  the 
sea  angling  .societies  get  up  competitions,  all  com- 
petitors to  use  at  least  two  yards  of  single  gut, 
hooks  to  be  mounted  on  same  ?  Would  it  not  be 
more  sporting  and  more  fish  caught  than  when 
fishing  with  heavy  thick  lines,  coarse  traces, 
booms  and  hooks  tied  on  string  ? 

"Should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  more 
experienced  hands." 


A  correspondent  sends  me  the  following  amusing 
skit  on  the  great  greenheart  and  split-cane  ink 
tournament,  which  I  hope  has  now  nearly  burnt 
itself  out. 

"  Split-Cane  and  Gbeenheabt. 
"Says  Hardy  to  Enright,  'You  must  be  insane 
To  say  that  greenheart  can  be  equal  to  cane.' 
Says  Enright  to  Hardy,  '  I've  proved  it  the  best 
By  casting  much  farther,  the  only  sure  test.' 
Says  Hardy  to  Enright,  'Your  cast  once  was 
longer. 

But  that  was  because  you're  a  little  bit  stronger.' 
Says  Enright  to  Hardy,  '  My  chances  are  smaller 
As  you've  the  advantage  of  being  much  taller.' 
Says  Hardy  to  Enright,  'You  surely  agree 
The  championships  oftenest  have  been  won  by 
me.' 

Says  Enright  to  Hardy,  'Yes!  paltry  affairs, 
But  no  one  of  these  with  my  big  one  compares.' 

"  Thus  round  a  circle  does  the  reasoning  trend. 
And,  like  the  circle,  has  no  end. 

"Aebo." 


Roach  on  a  Live  Bait  I 

A  correspondent,  Mr.  Sam  Griffiths,  who  was 
fishing  for  perch  in  Ellesmere  Lake  on  Monday 
afternoon,  using  as  bait  a  small  roach  fry— that  is, 
a  tiny  roach— had  a  bite,  and  on  striking  and 
landing  his  fish  found  it  was  an  llin.  roach  in  fine 
condition.  He  says :  "  Is  this  usual  ?  I  have  had 
thirty  years'  experience  of  fishing,  and  never  heard 
u  before."  It  certamly  is  not  usual;  in  fact, 
though  I  have  often  recorded  the  capture  of  chub 
and  barbel  on  live  bait,  I  never  remember  a  case 
of  a  roach  swallowing  a  live  bait.  It  must  have 
been  yawning,  and  took  its  small  relative  in  by 
mistake. 

The  New  Mayor  of  Kingston. 

The  new  Mayor  of  Kingston-on-Thames  (Coun- 
cillor Francis)  is  a  son  of  the  late  Francis  Francis. 
He  IS  a  well-known  angler  and  keen,  all-round 
sportsman.  r.  b.  Makston. 


ANGLING  FEOM  A  PIEE. 

The  other  day  I  was  surprised  when  an  expert 
sea  angler,  a  member  of  an  important  club  and  a 
committeeman,  told  me  quite  seriously  that  he 
had  come  to  a  well-known  p'er,  expecting  to  have 
good  sport ;  and  when  he  said  he  had  caught  conger 
weighing  over  101b.,  cod  over  5lb.,  plaice  over  21b., 
flounders  over  1  lb.,  good  bass,  whiting,  etc.,  I  told 
him  he  had  never  made  a  greater  mistake,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  would  be  dis- 
a,ppointed.  And  so  it  proved,  for  he  caught  only 
three  small  fish. 

I  have  angled  at  this  pier  more  or  less  for  five 
months,  and  with  one  exception  his  was  the  best 
rod,  etc.,  I  have  seen.    It  had  a  double  pulley, 
an  article  which   Mr.   Vernon  in  the  Fishina 
Gazette    of    Oct.   27   says    is    not  much  used 
at    Brighton    Pier,  and    he  had    four  booms 
attached  to  twisted  brass  wire  of  considerable 
thickness  which  Mr.  Vernon  says  he  hates,  and  for 
more  reasons  than  one  I  quite  agree  with  him 
For  instance,  the  water  is  usually  as  clear  as  crystal 
with  a  lot  of  weed  flowing  with  the  tide,  especially 
a  long  ribbon-like  one  that  clings  to  most  things  it 
meets  in  its  course,  as  well  as  more  tufted,  tougher 
and  thicker  weeds,  some  like  the  leather  one  sees 
on  very  old  and  mouldy  trunks,  that  at  times  roll 
along  the  silty  sand  like  mops  without  handles 
which  the  confounded  booms,  sticking  out  like 
elbows  from  the  main  line  (usuaUy  twisted  gut) 
catch  up  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  a  perfect 
nuisance  to  haul  them  on  the  ironwork  of  the  pier 
Many  parts  of  the  beach  are  completely  covered 
with  weeds.    In  places  the  high  tides  have  washed 
them  up  and  left  them  in  a  succession  of  hillocks 
3ft.  and  4ft.  in  thickness,  or  else  in  swaths  like  a 
newly-mown  field.    I  never  saw  such  a  collection 
ot  weeds,  and  workmen  who  have  plots  of  ground 
near  them  use  them  for  manure.    When  the  tide  is 
at  the  flood  the  sea  around  the  pier  simply  swarms 
•with  crab.?,  and  the  more  booms, "  streamers,"  traces, 
etc.,  with  hooks,  the  more  lugworms  are  used  and 
consequently  the  more  crabs.    I  should  think' that 
out  of  every  dozsn  of  these  worms  one  uses  quite 
half  are  devoured  by  crabs.    One  makes  a  cast  from 
a  fast-runnmg  reel  and  a  rod  with  a  plain  top  ring- 
say,  of  30yds.— winds  up  carefully  until  one  can  feel 
the  resistance  of  the  bullet  (this  is  very  necessary 
when  the  sea  is  "  pondy,"  as  I  have  often  seen  it)  • 
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then  one  draws  the  hne  over  the  forefinger  and 
■waits  developments.  In  less  than  five  minutes  I 
feel  a  tremor  of  the  line,  and  I  know  as  well  as 
possible  what  is  taking  place ;  presently  the 
quivering  ceases,  disgusted  I  wind  in  and  up  comes 
a  crab.  Sometimes  one  can  shake  them  off  and 
sometimes  not.  The  other  day,  in  getting 
the  hook  out  of  one  less  than  the  palm  of  my 
hand,  it  pinched  my  finger  until  it  nearly 
drew  blood,  and  I  am  quite  certain  they  have 
broken  o£E  some  of  my  rather  fine  gut  hooks 
when  I  have  been  fishing  for  eels  in  a  tidal 
river  quite  five  miles  from  the  sea,  for  I  lost  three 
one  afternoon  without  noticing  any  indication  of 
it.  I  suppose  they  carmot  resist  the  tide  and  are 
carried  along  with  it.  It  is  sometimes  difiicult  to 
extract  the  hook,  but  if  one  puts  them  out  of  their 
misery  with  one's  heel,  one  can  generally  release 
the  hook  without  much  trouble. 

On  several  occasions  I  have  seen  an  angler  pull 
out  two  at  once,  and  on  another  occasion  I  was 
out  in  a  boat  with  a  major  who  caught  so  many 
crabs  that  he  could  stand  it  no  longer.  I  have  an 
idea  that  they  frighten  other  fish  away,  for  he 
never  caught  anything  but  crabs  all  the  time  I  was 
with  him.  In  these  circumstances,  can  anyone 
suggest  a  remedy  ?  The  great  objection  to  a 
slider  fioat  is  the  necessity  of  continually  altering 
the  depth  to  suit  the  tide.  When  the  tide  is  at  the 
flood,  suppose  the  stop  for  a  slider  was  fixed  on 
the  hne  to  allow  the  lowest  hook  to  be  12in.  and  the 
uppermost  one  18in.  off  the  ground,  the  question 
is,  would  the  various  flatfish  see  them  and  crabs 
not  ?  I  have  caught  a  great  number  of  flounders  by 
swimming  the  float  in  gentle  streams,  allowing  the 
bait  to  just  miss  the  ground,  in  swims  where,  if  I 
had  fished  18in.  off,  it  is  doubtful  if  I  should  have 
caught  any.  I  consider  one  might  just  as  well 
wind  in  the  fish  on  a  windlass  as  with  the  thick 
rods,  big  reels,  and  coarse,  heavy  tackle  I  have 
seen  used.  Many  anglers  think  nothing  of  fishing 
with  two,  three,  and  sometimes  four  booms,  with  a 
piece  of  lead  attached  to  a  loop  at  the  bottom  of 
the  tackle  like  a  sugar-loaf  or  padlock,  weighing 
quite  4oz.,  and  that  in  water  where  a  perforated 
bullet  about  as  large  as  a  bigaroon  cherry  would, 
even  with  the  tide  at  the  flood,  hold  the  ground 
quite  easily.  Using  a  bullet  about  this  size  and  a 
No.  3  plait  Lindum  undressed  silk  line,  the  tide  has 
never  been  strong  enough  to  lift  my  bullet  off  the 
ground ;  and  if  by  using  a  little  thicker  line  it  is 
strong  enough  to  caiTy  the  bullet  along,  it  can 
be  allowed  to  roll  slowly  from  thirty  to  sixty 
yards,  striking  the  fish  from  the  feel,  when 
one  is  more  likely  to  have  better  sport  than 
allowing  the  bait,  or  baits,  to  remain  in  one  spot, 
as  ninety-nine  anglers  out  of  a  hundred  are  in  the 
habit  of  doing.  When  a  heavy  line  with  two  or 
three  booms  is  held  taut  against  such  a  huge 
weight,  fish  of  a  certain  size  cannot  be  struck  with 
any  precision,  and  this  no  doubt  accounts  for  much 
of  the  incessant  striking  (mentioned  by  the  Editor) 
I  have  witnessed  without  any  result.  By  allowing 
the  bullet  to  be  on  about  12in.  of  gimp,  stopped  by 
a  split  swan-shot  from  dropping  on  the  gut  tackle, 
with  two  hooks  similar  to  what  I  should  use  for 
legering  for  flounders  in  fresh  water  (No.  7  or  8), 
about  18in.  apart,  I  can  feel  the  bite  of  a  3oz.  dab 
or  a  2oz.  eel. 

Harking  back  to  heavy  weights,  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  anglers  (some  of  them  experts)  wind 
up  one  or  two  dabs,  or  perhaps  a  small  plaice  or 
flounder,  without  knowing  they  were  on,  and  were 
quite  surprised.  I  have  caught  roach,  eels, 
flounders,  bream,  gudgeon,  etc.,  without  the 
slightest  sign  of  a  bite.  In  these  cases,  these  fish 
no  doubt  took  the  baits  so  gingerly  that  the  rod  top 
did  not  move  when  legering,  nor  the  float  give  any 
indication  of  a  bite.  Personally,  I  like  to  feel  a  tish 
from  the  time  it  noses  the  bait  until  it  is  hooked, 
and  when  legering  in  this  style  for  small  eels 
in  tidal  rivers  one  becomes  so  accustomed  to  their 
manner  of  biting,  and  so  thoroughly  prepared,  that 
one  knows  instinctively  when  to  strike,  and  if  a 
large  eel  takes  the  worm  and  nearly  drags  the  rod 
out  of  one's  hand,  as  one  did  me  the  other  day, 
weighing  l|lb.,  which  I  had  to  get  up  a  bank  about 
6ft.  in  height,  so  much  the  better;  and  it  was 
neither  a  conger  nor  a  sea  eel  proper.  In  these 
cases,  if  one  keeps  their  gills  well  out  of  the  water 
one  soon  gets  the  upper  hand. 

I  am  convinced  that  one  reason  why  so  many 
sea  anglers  strike  without  hooking  the  fish  is 
because  they  use  such  large  hooks  for  such  small 
dabs,  flounders,  plaice,  etc.,  that  tho  Qah  caonot 


get  the  baits  into  their  mouths.  I  have  frequently 
seen  them  using  Nos.  5  and  6  hooks  when  Nos.  7 
and  8  would  have  been  more  to  the  purpose.  The 
baits  are  often  sucked  and  pulled  off  piece- meal  in- 
stead of  being  taken  whole.  The  larger  the  hook  the 
larger  must  be  the  bait  to  suit  it,  and  there  you  are. 
Of  course,  I  do  not  recommend  using  the  tackle 
described  from  piers  where  heavy  fish  are  caught, 
but  similar  and  stronger  tackle  could  be  used  with 
success  at  many  piers  where  cart  ropes  and  wind- 
lasses are  more  often  used  than  not,  and  I  can 
only  say  that  where  one  angler  caught  over 
500  fish  and  not  a  dozen  weighed  over  1  lb.  each, 
it  seems  to  me  the  height  of  folly  to  use  the 
great  heavy  sinkers,  most  awkward  and  ugly 
booms,  traces  strong  enough  for  congers,  and  hnes 
that  would  hold  tarpon,  to  catch  fish  four-fifths  of 
which  ire  under  (for  the  most  part  very  much  under) 
lib.  in  weight;  and  I  can  only  compare  it  to 
shooting  sparrows  with  grape-shot. 

Old  Hand. 

COMMON-SENSE  IN  COAKSE 
FISHING. 

By  "  Baz.'.' 

So  much  has  been  written  by  practical  anglers 
and  others — with  a  big  dash  of  the  latter — that  an 
article  on  anything  to  do  with  such  a  subject  as 
"  common-sense  "  seems  almost  superfluous.  And 
yet,  judging  from  what  one  sees  and  hears,  and  even 
reads,  it  is  just  that  part  of  the  angler's  outflt  that 
is  generally  most  neglected,  simply  because  it 
cannot  be  bought.  Fishermen  will  go  to  any 
expense — much  of  it  quite  needless — in  the  pur- 
chasing of  all  sorts  of  fancy  rods  and  the  newest 
designs  in  tackle,  and  will  cheerfully  pay  big 
amounts  of  money  in  railway  fares  to  all  parts  of 
the  country,  in  search  of  elusive  specimens,  but 
when  it  comes  to  Thinking  (capitals,  please,  Mr. 
Editor)  they  leave  it  at  home  with  the  spare 
landing-net  or  the  forgotten  ground-bait.  Thus  it 
is  that  the  years  and  years  that  many  old  anglers 
have  spent,  or,  rather,  wasted,  in  worm-drowning, 
bread-soaking  and  the  like  count  for  naught.  They 
never  improve,  and  never  would,  even  were  they 
to  attain  the  Methusalian  age  of  some  of  the 
monsters  they  have  "  bruk  wi'."  They  began  by 
knowing  nothing  of  watercraft  and  return  from 
their  last  journey  to  the  riverside  knowing  a  bit 
less,  because  they  have  never  bothered  themselves 
to  give  it  a  httle  thought.  We  see  such  mooring 
themselves  to  a  square  foot  of  turf  and  fishing  the 
deep,  dead  water  at  a  corner,  when  the  big  roach 
are  in  a  stream  not  two  feet  in  depth  just  above 
them.  Their  subsequent  remarks  on  the  river  and 
its  fish  may  be  summed  up  in  the  word  "rotten," 
a  term  more  applicable  and  appropriate  to  their 
own  incapacity.  The  selfsame  people  will  be  the 
strongest  advocates  for  the  wholesale  removal  of 
weeds  from  the  river,  and  will  then  wonder  why 
the  fish  do  not  grow  to  a  larger  size.  We  often 
hear  of  anglers  going  away  for  two  or  three  days 
to  fish  a  water  which  is  altogether  strange  to  them, 
but  we  seldom  see  an  entry  in  the  diary  to  the 
effect  that  the  greater  part  of  the  first  day  was 
spent  in  prospecting— rods,  tackle,  etc.,  being  left 
behind  for  the  time  at  headquarters. 

The  first  essential  to  becoming  a  really  success- 
ful bottom — or  shall  I  say  float — fisherman,  is  to 
be  a  competent  judge  of  water.  On  the  ability  to 
"size  up"  an  unfamiliar  stream  or  lake  depends 
the  success  or  otherwise  of  an  angler  when  on  new 
ground.  There  is  no  royal  road  to  this,  for  the 
facility  to  unconsciously  choose  the  good  swims 
and  leave  the  remainder  to  somebody  else  can 
only  come  with  long  experience,  plentifully 
seasoned  with  watchfulness  and  thought.  The 
expert — the  man  who  studies  the  vagaries  of  the 
current,  the  position  of  the  weeds,  the  contour  of 
the  banks,  and  has  a  knowledge  of  the  habits  of 
the  fish  he  is  seeking — will  be  certain  to  do  well  if 
pitchforked  on  to  any  water.  He  will,  of  course, 
be  straightaway  dubbed  a  "lucky  Peter"  by  his 
friends  for  "  finding  'em  in  the  very  first  place  he 
tried,"  instead  of  receiving  credit  for  using  a 
little  common-sense. 

Were  some  of  the  latter  commodity  pressed 
into  service  when  ground-baiting,  for  instance, 
results  would  often  be  far  more  satisfactory.  This 
was  forcibly  brought  home  to  me  a  few  weeks  ago. 
It  was  my  misfortune  to  fish  in  a  match  side  by 
side  with  a  competitor  who,  judging  from  the  very 
liberal  manner  in  which  he  threw  handful  after 


handful  of  feed  into  the  river,  held  a  brief  for  some 
corn  mill  of  considerable  size.  The  water  was  gin 
clear,  and  the  bottom  was  covered  with  a  small 
variety  of  anacharis.  Anticipating  the  conditions, 
my  ground-bait  had  been  mixed  very  light.  The 
bran  sank  in  a  cloud  when  a  modicum  was  pitched 
in,  and  this  was  followed  at  intervals  with  half  a 
dozen  maggots  or  so.  As  time  went  on  the  more 
my  neighbour  fed,  till  I  should  not  have  been  sur- 
prised had  the  water  risen  a  foot  or  so  in  con- 
sequence. Time  after  time,  as  soon  as  I  had  got 
the  fish  into  the  humour  and  was  catching  a  few — 
bash ! — splash ! — as  if  someone  had  tumbled  in  or  a 
healthy  hailstorm  was  in  progress,  but  it  was  only 
my  friend  giving  them  another  dose  of  bran  and 
bread,  or  a  double  handful  of  creed  wheat.  I  do 
not  think  he  caught  a  single  one — at  any  rate,  he 
did  not  deserve  to,  for  the  fish  were  not  fools 
enough  to  seize  his  bait  when  they  could  get  so 
much  for  nothing — not  likely.  On  another  occasion 
I  was  fishing  the  Swale— but  that's  too  long  a 
story,  I  will  tell  it  some  other  time.  This  much  is 
certain,  however ;  many  anglers  mix  their  "  'tioe 
'em  "  in  exactly  the  same  way,  whether  they  are 
going  to  fish  coloured  water  or  clear,  steady  or 
strong,  shallow  or  deep,  and  when  they  get  to  their 
pitches  dump  it  in  quite  irrespective  of  the  con- 
ditions which  obtain.  The  man  who,  when  fishing 
an  eddy,  has  not  the  gumption  to  see  that  his 
"  feed  "  is  being  carried  out  into  the  middle  of  the 
river,  will  also  refuse  to  tumble  to  the  fact  that, 
whilst  very  Uttle  is  required  in  perfectly  clear 
water,  half  a  dozen  big  bagsful  kept  down  by  as 
many  half  bricks  is  not  too  much  when  the  current 
is  strong  and  the  stream  highly  coloured. 

There  is  not  a  single  wielder  of  the  rod  but  who 
has  some  time  or  other  seen  the  fish  skelter  away 
when  he  has  approached  the  margin  of  some  shallow 
stream.  And  yet,  walk  up  the  river  bank,  and 
you  will  see  lots  of  anglers  in  positions  where  the 
linny  inhabitants  can  get  a  really  good  view  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  their  anatomy,  and  see  every 
movement  of,  at  any  rate,  arms  and  head.  Now 
fish  are  like  the  ladies  in  many  respects — fickle, 
for  instance — i)ut  whilst  the  "feminines-'  are 
reported  to  adore  the  manly  form  divine,  the 
fish  are  constituted  differently,  and  however 
good  looking  a  fellow  may  be  they  are  not  to  be 
fascinated,  and  treat  his  advances  for  a  closer 
understanding  with  disdain.  But  he  oftentimes 
has  not  the  common -sense  to  see  it,  and  replies  to 
a  suggestion  that  he  might  with  advantage  keep 
down  a  httle  with,  "  Nay,  they  can't  see  me  here." 

This  brings  me  to  the  rod.  In  low,  clear  water 
it  is  generally  necessary  to  fish  further  out  from 
the  bank  than  when  the  water  is  higher,  and  to 
use  much  finer  tackle  into  the  bargain.  Now,  it  is 
not  natural  for  a  piece  of  light-coloured  wood  to 
project  over  the  water  for  two  or  three  yards,  nor 
yet  to  move  up  and  down  on  occasion.  The  fish 
know  this  perfectly  well,  and  act  with  becoming 
caution.  This  is  where  the  short  rod  or  the  long 
rod  with  running  line  comes  in.  The  angler  using 
either  of  these  can  cast  with  gossamer  tackle — far 
finer  than  the  pole  merchant  dare  look  at — and 
a  single  shot  beyond  the  limit  reachable  with  the 
fixed  line,  and  yet  keep  well  down  and  out  of  sight. 
In  such  conditions  the  "  fairy  wand  '5  beats  the 
pole,  and  the  long  rod  with  running  hne,  properly 
handled,  beats  them  both.  Think  about  it  a  little, 
and  then  try  it. 

When  a  stiff  breeze  is  blowing,  it  is  too  often  the 
practice  to  change  to  heavier  tackle.  Should  this 
be  so  ?  Let  us  see.  Which  offers  the  greater 
resistance  to  the  wind,  a  thick  line  or  a  fine  one  ? 
The  coarser  one.  Well  then,  put  on  the  finest  you 
have,  an  extra  shot  or  two  if  you  like,  but  in  any 
case  see  that  the  float  shows  only  the  tiniest  bit 
above  the  surface — again  a  less  target  for  the  wind. 
This  is  only  common-sense,  but  it  works  out  all 
right. 

Then,  if  using  a  very  fine  line,  why  not  use  the 
finest  of  fine  gut,  for  surely  the  cast  should  be  the 
weaker  of  the  two  ?  For  ordinary  sized  fish-  m 
decently  clear  water  5x  for  the  bottom  length  is 
plenty  strong  enough,  and  this  with  the  exercise  of 
care  and  judgment  and  with  a  running  line  will 
kill  the  biggest  roach  you  will  get  hold  of,  and  chub 
at  any  rate  up  to  41b.  Again,  it  is  not  in  the  natural 
order  of  things  for  a  fish  to  find  its  food  garnished 
with  a  goodly  assortment  of  split  shot.  Yet  in  the 
clearest  of  clear  water  we  find  old  anglers,  who 
ought  to  know  better,  stringing  three  or  four,  or 
even  half  a  dozen,  globular  weights  to  the  gut  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  bait.    It  would  certainly  be  mora 
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in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  common-sense 
to  use  quite  a  little  float,  and  one  or  two  small 
shot,  at  least  eighteen  inches  from  the  bait,  and  let 
the  current,  if  there  be  any,  bang  the  latter  about 
a  bit.  If  the  bottom  be  covered  with  weed,  swim 
just  clear  of  it  and  give  up  the  idea  of  hugging  the 
bed  of  the  river.  This  little  diagram  will  make  me 
clear : — 


It  is  natural  for  the  maggot  |to  twist  and  curl 
about,  and  if  it  does  so,  the  fish  will  not  object  to 
take  it.  On  the  other  hand,  they  will  turn  up  their 
noses  at  the  «'  mawk  "  which  lacks  life.  I  would 
therefore  commend  the  following  method  of  baiting 
when  using  a  single  gentle : — . 


I.        z.       3.  4. 

No.  4  is  the  way  not  to  bait. 

"  Ohl  but  they  can  see  the  hook,"  I  hear  you 
exclaim.  That  may  be,  but  it  is  the  lesser  of  two 
evils,  and  it  is,  moreover,  the  method  that  pays. 
There  is  a  httle  protuberance  to  be  seen  if  the  head 
of  the  maggot  be  squeezed,  and  if  the  hook  be 
passed  through  this  the  bait  will  live  for  hours  In 
any  case,  only  the  weeist  bit  of  skin  should  be 
taken  up. 

I  have  purposely  only  touched  upon  some  little 
niatters  of  every-day  importance  to  the  angler,  but 
all  branches  of  fishing  could  be  similarly  put 
through  the  small  sieve.  Only  this  evening,  in 
fact,  I  have  been  reading  some  Hints  on  Chub 
-bishing  m  a  contemporary,  which  shows  pretty 
plainly  that  the  author  of  the  article  knows  precious 
httle  about  either  chub  or  chub  fishing.  Thus  the 
beginner  is  led  astray  at  the  start,  unless  he  has 
sense  enough  to  think  for  himself. 

The  whole  thing  was  put  in  a  nutshell  by  a 
shrewd  Leeds  "loiner"  when  fishing  at  Tadcaster, 
back  in  the  summer.  He  had  filled  his  creel  whilst 
his  neighbours  had  done  nothing.  "  What  did  ta 
get  em  wi',  mister  ? "  asked  a  young  angler  "Ah 
copped  'em  wi'  me  hed,  sonny,  this  'ere  sittha,"  he 
replied,  tapping  his  forehead  ;  and  he  was  right 


THE  SALMON  SPAWNING  SEASON 
IN  THE  NOETH. 


Since  the  middle  of  October  there  has  been  a 
succession  and  series  of  floods  all  over  the  North 
which,  although  behind  hand  for  the  back-end 
angle",  have  come  most  opportunely  for  securing  a 
most  timely  and  successful  spawning  season,  and 
the  other  happy  results  which  follow  in  the  trail 
of  an  early  and  proUfio  season.  It  is  some  years 
now  since  the  side  streams  have  been  so  full  of 
water  as  they  have  been  during  the  past  two 
weeks  with  the  result  that  the  main  feeders  are 
already  crowded  with  salmon,  which  will  commence 
spawTimg  forthwith,  and  thus  relieve  the  congestion 
m  tiie  main  streams,  so  to  speak,  which  is  bound 
to  follow  a  late  protracted  spell  of  drought,  cutting 
off  large  tracts  of  spawning  ground  from  sharing 
in  the  domestic  arrangements  of  salar  for  the  want 
of  water.  Burns,  which  have  not  held  a  salmon 
or  large  sea-trout  almost  for  years  back,  promise 
well  as  to  spawning  redds,  and  all  on  account  of  the 
timely  floods. 

The  floods  of  last  week  have  only  once  or  twice 


been  so  high  during  the  past  decade.  This  on  the 
Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey  and  other  far  North 
streams,  forming  in  some  cases  a  chain  of  lakes  for 
miles  long  and  inundating  all  the  haughs  and  low- 
lying  grounds.  However,  they  are  now  receding, 
and  in  a  day  or  two  will  assume  normal  proportions, 
as  the  weather  is  hardening  up  and  the  approach 
of  winter  at  hand.  In  fact,  the  higher  peaks  of 
the  Grampians  are  already  white,  and  are  not  likely 
to  again  change  their  polar  aspect  this  side  of 
Christmas  at  least. 

"It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good,"  and  the 
floods,  when  they  come  with  continuance  and  force 
enough,  clear  out  the  season's  accumulations  of 
aquatic  vegetation,  clean  the  beds  of  the  rivers  of 
algae,  and  other  undesirables  to  a  perfect  spawning 
redd,  leaving  the  bed  of  the  gravelly  river  sweet 
and  clean  to  receive  the  season's  spawn.  But  a 
month  of  floods  does  more— it  rids  the  mouths  of 
such  streams  as  the  Don,  that  are  inclined  to  get 
silted  up,  and  opens  the  way  for  the  heavier  and 
later  fish  to  get  inland. 

The  immediate  benefits  of  an  early  spawning 
season  are  self-evident  and  most  acceptable  to  the 
early  spring  angler.  The  "kelt"  pest  is  then 
reduced  to  a  minimum,  and  their  return  from  the 
briny  all  the  more  accelerated  in  the  following 
spring.  Of  course  the  falling  back  of  the  "  kelts  " 
depends  much  on  the  condition  of  the  waters  later 
on,  but  when  there  is  an  early  and  prolific 
spawning  season  there  is  a  proportionate  early 
clearing  out  The  only  grievance  (sic)  which  we 
hear  of  in  regard  to  the  present  propitious  floods 
is  the  diflSculty  of  obtaining  supplies  for  artificial 
propagation,  but  this  may  be  an  unmixed  blessing, 
and  if  the  fish  escape  in  the  dull  waters  the  net  of 
the  striper,  it  will  be  saved  his  tortures,  and 
probably  produce  tenfold  more  of  its  species 
naturally  than  when  handled,  harried,  chased  and 
the  life  squeezed  out  of  it  by  the  vandal  hand  of 
man.  One  or  two  pairs  of  fish  will  do  more  good 
to  the  brood  fish  of  such  a  river  as  the  Dee  or 
Spey  than  any  artificial  hatching  that  can  be 
accomphshed.  q  jj^ 


HOBTICULTUEAL  EXHIBITION 
AT  MANNHEIM. 


The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  inform 
us  that  a  Horticultural  Exhibition  will  be  held  at 
Mannheim,  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  from 
May  to  October,  1907.  Exhibits  from  this  country 
will  be  admitted  to  the  fruit,  vegetable,  orchid, 
and  cactus  shows.  AppUcations  for  information 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Office  of  the  Exhibition, 
Friedrlchsplatz  14,  Mannheim,  Germany,  A  copy 
of  the  provisional  programme  can  be  seen  at  the 
offices  of  the  Board,  4,  'Whitehall-place,  S.W. 

SEA-TEOUT  ON  THE  BEAULY. 


On  the  first  Sunday  in  May  of  this  year  of  grace, 
I  was  apprised  by  the  old  ferryman  of  the  Beauly 
that  in  crossing  to  attend  divine  service  at  the 
chapel  he  had  ran  his  boat  into  a  larger  shoal  of 
sea-trout  than  he  had  ever  come  across  in  his  long 
lease  of  the  ferry. 

I  determined,  if  health  permitted,  that  I  would 
meet  at  least  some  of  them,  and  dangle  before  their 
eyes  the  choicest  dehcacies  of  my  fly-book,  before 
they  reached  the  upper  waters. 

True  to  my  vow,  I  reached  the  water's  edge  early, 
and  had  donned  my  waders  and  set  up  my  trusty 
greenheart  ere  it  had  turned  four  of  the  clock. 
Affixing  a  small  Jock  Scott  and  a  pretty  little  Mar 
Lodge  to  my  cast,  I  started  as  far  up  the  water  as 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Cameron,  of  Moniack  Castle 
allowed  me.  I  had  fished  fully  three -fourths  of 
the  water,  and  had  really  only  two  pools  to  cover, 
with  no  result  save  a  sea-trout  of  barely  lOoz.  in 
my  basket,  and  had  began  to  think  that  early  as  I 
was  the  fish  were  earlier,  and  that  after  all  I  had 
been  outwitted.  Despondency  had  taken  firm  hold 
of  me  as  I  stepped  into  the  Island  Pool  at  about 
6.30  a.m.  At  the  third  cast  1  was  into  a  silvery 
beauty,, which  in  about  four  minutes'  time  was  safe 
in  basket,  and  in  two  minutes  more  another  followed 
suit,  both  having  taken  the  Jock  Scott,  and  both 
over  1  lb.  For  quite  fifty  minutes  I  had  a  grand 
time  of  it,  and  so  plentiful  were  the  fish  that  on 
several  occasions  I  saw  two  racing  for  the  tail  hook. 


when  all  at  once  the  fish  left  off  rising  as  suddenly 
as  they  had  started.    I  soon  found  that  this  was 
caused  by  the  tide,  which  had  just  reached  my 
creel,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  "reel  in" 
and  be  content.    On  reaching  the  shore  I  spread 
out  the  spoil  (seventeen  grand  sea-trout),  which, 
on  reaching  home,  I  found  to  weigh  23ilb.  The 
heaviest  fish  was  a  regular  beauty  of  21b.  12oj!., 
and  there  was  another  of  exactly  21b.    How  happy 
I  felt,  all  tiredness  had  vanished,  and  how  thankful 
I  was  to  the  old  ferryman,  but  for  whom  I  might 
have  missed  so  golden  an  opportunity.    As  I  sped 
homewards,  my  sprightly  step  contrasting  strongly 
with  that  of  two  hours  before,  even  the  dog,  who 
met  me  at  the  garden  gate,  seemed  to  me  to  be 
livelier  than  usual,  and  to  share  with  me  that 
inward  joy,  known  to  almost  every  angler  at  one 
time  or  another,  and  which  continued  disappoint- 
ments seem  only  to  intensify. 

Wherever  my  lot  in  life  is  cast,  I  shall  always 
look  back  with  pleasure  to  that  grand  morning 
among  the  sea-trout  on  the  Beauly.  A.  R. 


FEY  EEAEING  AND  PONDS. 


The  difficulty  of  achievement  of  success  acted 
as  an  incentive  to  make  the  writer  endeavour  by 
some  untried  method,  guided  by  reasoning,  to  rear 
a  larger  percentage  of  fry  from  ova  laid  down  in 
a  hatchery,  and  the  tables  which  follow  are  the 
authentic  results  of  a  new  system  as  compar*;d 
with  the  old.  By  close  observation  the  opinion 
was  acquired,  and  gradually  strengthened,  that 
the  continual  stirring  about  to  which  alevins  in 
a  hatchery  are  subject  through  the  various  daily 
operations  of  washing,  picking,  examining,  etc., 
was  the  means  of  a  great  and  unnatural  call 
upon  the  energy  of  the  little  creatures,  thus  really 
expending  the  substance  which  ought  to  go  in 
the  production  of  blood,  flesh,  scales,  and  bony 
material,  and  deteriorating  and  weakening  the  fish 
to  an  abnormal  extent.  Emaciation  and  eventually 
premature  death  is  the  result.  In  the  behef  that 
the  cause  of  death  arose  not  from  some  mysterious 
disease,  but  from  something  external  such  as 
explained,  means  were  taken  to  circumvent  the 
evil  effects  of  the  treatment.  The  alevins  were 
therefore  turned  out  a  fortnight  after  hatching  into 
specially  prepared  ponds,  each  of  which  has  a 
separate  supply  of  unused  and  vigorous  water, 
direct  from  a  reliable  brook,  flowing,  or,  rather, 
pushing,  into  the  pond  from  a  pipe  on  a  level 
with  the  bottom,  which  permits  all  the  little  fish 
to  be  easily  observed  by  the  caretaker.  The  inlet 
end  of  each  pond  was  made  deeper  than  any  other 
part  of  it,  and  it  was  noticed  that  most  of  the  fish 
never  left  the  deeper  water.  A  stony,  gravelly 
bottom  was  provided,  and  shallow  water  to  begin 
with,  increasing  by  degrees  both  in  depth  and 
volume  as  the  fish  grew.  No  visitor  or  stranger 
was  allowed  near  these  fry  ponds. 

The  following  tables  show  the  results: — 

EXPEBIMENTAI,  PoNDS  WHEBB  AiEVIlTS  T0RNED 
OUT  A  FOKTNIOHT  AFTER  HATCHING. 


New  Ponds. 

Alevins  turned  out. 

Percentage  as  yearlings. . 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 

10,000 
8,500 R 
6,400  b 
12,000 
lO.OOD 
8,000 

35  > 

Average 
2g  V  percentage 

24  3* 
52j 

R  indicates  rainbow  trout. 

Alevins  tcknted  odt  on  the  Old  System  just 
before  complete  absorption  of  the 
Umbilical  Sac. 


Old  Ponds. 


1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8 

9  and  10  

lOx  and  IOy 

(large  ponds) 
Pool  series 

Old  Pits  

N«w  Pits  


Alevins 
turned  out. 


Percentage 
as  yearlings. 


80,000  b 
20,000 B 
100,000 

50,000 
100,000 
100,000 


Average 
.  percentage 
91  9 


R  indicates  rainbow  trout. 
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A  SALMON  OF  THE  GKAND 
CODKOY. 
By  MAxmnxuT  Fosteb. 

Theke  was  the  river,  a  stretch  of  mad  water 
pitching  westward  among  the  trees,  white  where 
it  went  roistering  among  the  boulders,  and  beyond 
that  a  pool,  heaving  sluggishly  and  surfaced  with 
brown  foam  and  the  threads  of  working  under- 
currents. High  above  its  chasm  reared  the  New- 
foundland hiUs — hills  at  a  distance  of  the  sheen  of 
crumpled  velvet,  matchless  in  their  verdant  colour 
tones,  but  a  blighted  waste  of  dwarf  conifers, 
matted  together  by  the  snows,  and  a  desperate 
tangle  when  one  set  foot  among  them.  Artie 
blithely  promising  sport,  had  set  a  way  across  the 
heights,  and  being  to  the  manner  born,  had  found 
a  path  or  made  it  where  another  might  have  failed 
in  despair.  But  sport — sport  royal — his  exultant 
promises  of  fish — big  fish — all  this  and  the  glamour 
of  scenery  waned  in  the  utter  weariness  of  toil. 
Dizzy  with  the  stress  of  our  journey,  I  followed  on, 
battling  with  the  pest  of  flies  and  ready  to  cry 
defeat,  while  this  transplanted  child  of  Hibernian 
bogs  capered  upward  and  onward  with  the  ease 
of  a  mountain  roe.  For  one  dollar  a  day  and  keep 
I  had  chartered  Artie  to  gaff  fish,  cook,  and  keep 
camp,  and  beyond  this,  was  more  than  repaid  the 
royalty  in  the  amusement  he  afforded.  But  just 
now  Artie  failed  to  amuse. 

"  'Tis  but  the  bit  of  a  step  forrard,"  he  cried, 
smiUng,  and  pointed  through  the  trees.  "  There — 
there  it  is  !  " 

The  boom  of  the  falls  arose  out  of  the  glen.  I 
saw  the  white  mist  go  dizzying  over  the  tops  of 
the  trees,  and  below  that  sped  the  river.  There  it 
was,  sure  enough  ;  and  ten  minutes  later  I  sat  by 
the  bank  looking  out  along  the  rippling  current. 
This  was  the  Codroy — the  Grand  Codroy,  said  Artie, 
and  left  me.  Mere  scenery  he  held  in  contempt. 
"  Will  yer  honor  have  a  fish  kilt  for  dinner  ?  " 
he  called  anxiously  ;  "  there  will  be  no  fresh  meat 
lest  ye  kiU  a  fish." 

Something  arose  into  the  air  just  then.  Against 
the  wet  metalUc  greens  of  foliage  rimming  the  pool's 
oily  currents  flashed  a  bar  of  burnished  silver, 
hung  there  the  winking  of  an  eye,  and  was  gone, 
while  the  spray  drops  cast  from  its  side  still  fell  like 
rain  beyond.  Slosh  !  Once  heard,  a  soimd  never 
to  be  forgotten !  The  stirring  pool  rearranged 
itself,  the  circles  widening  on  its  breast  spread  out 
from  bank  to  bank,  and  one  bubble,  like  an  inverted 
cup  of  crystal,  drifted  away  on  the  blackness  and 
was  gone.  Yet,  with  the  distinctness  of  a  finished 
picture,  there  still  remained  in  my  eye  the  vision 
of  that  shining  shape  arched  against  the  deep  green 
background. 

"  Hurroo  !  "  yelled  Artie  ;  "  'twas  a  fresh  fish — 
did  ye  see  the  length  av  him  ?  " 

Gone  the  weariness  now  !  Gone  the  last  vestige 
of  fatigue  from  the  back-breaking  cruise  among 
the  hiUs  !  I  can  still  remember  with  what  eager 
fingers  I  spUced  the  long  wands  of  the  Castle 
Connell,  and  rove  the  line  through  the  guides. 
One  forgets  many  important  happenings  of  the 
past,  yet  I  think  I  shall  never  forget  this,  or  how 
the  dry  gut  kinked  and  curled  as  I  strove  to  bend 
on  the  casting  Une.  And  when  at  last  I  had  softened 
it  anew  in  the  springhole  at  the  bank,  I  stiU  remem- 
ber how  the  wings  of  that  Dashwood  curled  up 
under  the  leader's  loop  and  stubbornly  refused  to 
go  through.  They  say  that  more  haste  means  less 
speed — the  agony  of  ages  sped  by  till  I  had  rigged 
both  rod  and  line,  and  yet  if  I  had  made  a  botch 
of  it,  will  not  the  best  of  them  understand  ?  Then 
to  spur  on  haste  once  again  leaped  the  fresh  run 
fish,  gleaming  like  a  sword,  and  as  the  eddies  closed 
in  upon  the  surging  pool,  the  heavy-topped  rod 
swayed  outward  and  sent  the  line  curling  loop 
over  loop  across  the  oily  water. 

Now  the  Dashwood  is  a  fly  conceived  for  a 
purpose.  No  doubt  it  resembles  I  know  not  what, 
and  its  pheasant  wing  is  subtly  tied  to  woo  the 
fickle  tastes  of  its  prey.  You  will  not  find  it  on 
other  waters,  but  in  these  thin,  clear  streams  it 
does  its  work — at  the  appointed  times — where  that 
gaudy  courtesan,  the  Jock  Scott,  might  work  its 
tinsel  and  bright  trappings  to  a  ravel  and  never 
gain  a  response.  Upon  the  black  water  the  Dash- 
wood sank  modest  and  unassuming,  yet  with  a 
flash  of  brightness  from  its  slender  under-body,  set 
there  for  contrast.  In  the  brown  current  it  sank 
slowly,  its  wings  opening  and  closing  in  allurement, 
keeping  time  to  the  switching  of  the  rod-tip.  Then 


a  sweep  of  the  current  carried  it  away,  and  above 
the  roar  of  the  falls  I  was  aware  of  Artie  softly 
creeping  toward  me,  and  over  my  shoulder  saw  his 
eyes  fixed  intently  upon  the  pool. 

"  Again  ! "  he  whispered,  when  the  line  had 
swept  through  its  arc  and  was  hanging  somewhere 
out  there  in  the  water  far  below.  So,  once  again, 
the  Castle  Connell's  top-heavy  tip  swished  and  sent 
the  writhing  coils  flicking  across  the  eddies.  One 
moment  the  straightening  coils  lay  limp  upon  the 
water  ;  the  current  caught  them,  and  as  the  rod 
bowed  to  the  strain  a  flash  of  light  danced  before 
my  eyes,  the  surface  boiled  like  a  cauldron,  heaved 
within  itself,  and  once  more  sank  back  into  a  swift 
and  greasy  level. 

"  Ahr  !  "  cried  Artie,  beneath  his  breath,  his 
whisper  coming  like  a  hiss  ;  "  did  ye  see  the  breadth 
av  him  ?  " 

"  Rose  short,"  I  answered  slowly,  and  drew  the 
wet  coils  through  the  rings. 

Five  minutes  by  the  watch  we  waited,  all  agog 
with  expectancy. 

"  Put  yer  fly  beyant — beyant  the  fish  !  "  begged 
Artie  ;  "  I'd  give  the  price  o'  five  days'  work  o' 
wages  to  see  yer  honour  tied  to  him  1  Put  yer  fly 
beyant — for  the  love  av  the  saints  !  " 

So,  the  five  minutes  passed,  I  put  the  fly  beyond, 
as  he  begged,  and  yet  without  avail.  Once  again 
the  fine  flicked  out,  and  the  fly — as  softly  as  a 
benediction — fell  just  where  that  lazy  princeling  had 
risen  in  his  play.  Close  to  my  elbow  stood  Artie, 
breathing  hard,  waiting.  "  Ahr — the  likes  av  him  ! 
—the  likes  av  him !  A  full  301b.,  I  misdoubt !  " 
So  passed  the  minutes,  and  without  avail.  The 
current,  slipping  past  my  eyes,  lay  unbroken  and 
undisturbed,  save  once,  when  a  red  fish  roUed  its 
length  above  the  water,  and  settled  down  loggishly 
to  the  depths  below.  Foot  by  foot  the  fly  went 
swinging  across  the  pool,  searching  out  its  every 
comer,  tempting  and  appealing,  but  only  futile. 
Artie,  sighing  deeply,  went  back  to  his  toil,  but  at 
the  crest  of  the  bank  turned  with  new  appeal. 

"  Will  ye  but  try  him  wit'  a  dose  av  the  Silver 
Doctor  ?  "  he  called.  "  Sure,  there  might  be  the 
right  taste  to  his  fancy  in  that !  " 

So,  more  to  please  the  anxious  Artie  than  from 
any  bewildering  hope  of  luck,  the  new  fly  went  on, 
and  with  scarce  a  ripple  of  that  oily  depth  pitched 
down  in  the  centre  of  the  pool. 

Szrr-ee-eee-rr-ee  I  Giving  imder  the  strain,  the 
rod  bowed  willingly,  and  the  reel,  lifting  its  voice 
to  a  scream,  spoke  deeds  as  the  great  salmon 
swarmed  down  upon  the  fly.  Then  again  there 
flashed  itself  a  picture  on  my  eye — one  moment's 
vision  of  a  crescent  shape  alive  in  its  sweeping 
curve  with  strength  and  animation  ;  the  black 
waters  swirled  about,  and  from  the  surface  shot 
the  fish,  throwing  itself  headlong  into  the  air  and 
mad  with  the  sting  of  the  barb  settling  home. 

"  Got  him  /  "  I  roared  ;  and  rabbiting  over  the 
bank  on  all  fours  came  Artie,  screaming  his  exulta- 
tions. 

"  Holt  tight !  "  he  yelled,  rushing  to  the  brink, 
and  then  in  the  wildness  of  that  moment  began 
crooning  to  our  frantic  visitant.  For  high  into  the 
air  flashed  the  bright  shape  again,  and  taking  fine 
with  him,  went  splurging  down  the  Codroy  as  if 
the  whole  wide  sea  lay  before  his  endeavour. 
"  Bright  Heaven !  "  murmured  Artie,  and  I  saw 
him  start  forward,  gafi  in  hand  ;  "  ah — glory  be  !  " 
Once  again  leaped  the  fish — the  third  frantic  effort 
— and  though  the  stout  wand  gave  to  the  struggle, 
the  line,  sweeping  across  the  current,  bowed  down 
and  wound  its  bight  across  the  edges  of  the  sunken 
rocks  below.  One  convulsive  strain — that  was  the 
end  of  it ;  and  in  limp,  unstraining  loops,  the  line 
came  flying  home,  while  the  rod,  like  a  spring  of 
steel,  straightened  back  to  its  length.  That  was  all. 
The  gaff  struck  ringing  on  the  rocks,  and  Artie, 
dejection  written  plaiply  on  his  face,  turned  and 
without  a  word  plodded  slowly  up  the  bank. 

Gone  !  Mechanically  I  drew  the  line  through  the 
rings,  and  once  more  passd  a  fly  back  and  forth 
across  the  pool.  But  the  clay,  somehow,  seemed  to 
have  passed.  Nor  could  any  fly  tempt  this  first  fish 
or  another  to  leave  the  black  depths  below.  One 
fly  following  another  sailed  their  way  through  those 
waters,  cruising  back  and  forth,  the  Dashwood  first, 
and  after  that  a  procession — Durham  Ranger, 
Black  Dose,  Fiery  Brown,  Butcher,  Dusty  Miller 
and  what-not — as  good  as  Forrest  ever  tied  ;  and 
when  the  double-handed  Castle  Connell  with  a  kick 
in  its  heels  had  worn  my  arms  to  weariness,  night 
drew  down  across  the  hills,  and  there  was  Artie's 
fire  blazing  cheerily. 


Dawn  came.  A  milk-white  fog  lay  thick  upon 
the  pool,  hanging  like  a  rolling  fleece  upon  the 
current-streaked  pool.  Night  had  brought  its 
counsels  to  Artie,  and  he  whistled  cheerily  in  answer 
to  the  coffee  steaming  loudly  beside  the  blaze. 
"  God  save  ye  !  "  he  cried,  grinning  like  an  ape  ; 
"  when  the  fog  lifts  there  will  be  a  swate  chanst 
for  the  Doctor.    The  bacon's  ready  !  " 

Artie,  trailing  at  my  heels,  swept  a  hand  toward 
the  pool.  "  'Twill  be  there,"  he  whispered,  pointing 
to  where  the  current  broke  V-shape  above  a  big 
rock  lying  on  the  river's  floor.  "  Below  that — 
come  wi'  me  an'  look  !  " 

He  led  me  along  the  bank  to  where  a  huge 
boulder  lay  sprawUng  upward  at  a  slant,  and 
swarming  up  its  face,  bade  me  follow.  "  Look !  " 
he  said ;  and  pointed  downward  into  the  depths 
below. 

The  fog  had  lifted  in  a  streak  ;  and  peering  down 
into  the  pool's  shadowy  depth,  we  saw  a  slim  grey- 
green  shadow  like  an  arrow  lying  above  the  stones. 
There  beyond  it  was  another — still  more — troops  ; 
the  whole  circle  of  the  pool  within  our  view  was 
peopled  with  those  same  half-seen  shapes,  heading 
the  current,  and  swaying  Uthely  in  its  movement. 
While  we  looked,  counting  one  by  one,  a  grey 
shadow  detached  itself  from  the  river-bed,  and 
gliding  upward  like  a  ray  of  light,  broke  upon  the 
surface  in  a  mighty  splurge. 

"  Fish  an'  plenty,"  murmured  Artie,  raising  him- 
self, and  then,  prayerfully  :  "  Ah — if  we  had  but  a 
taste  of  bUssed  rain — the  taste  av  a  taycup  av 
rain  !  " 

Again  I  put  a  fly  across  the  pool,  waiting  for 
what  might  follow.  Home  again  came  the  line,  and 
flinging  lash-wise,  worked  away  a  little  further  on. 
Over  the  hills  came  the  sun,  pouring  down  upon 
the  pool,  and  in  its  light  the  grey  shapes  came  and 
went.  To  the  right  and  left  they  arose  out  of  the 
depths,  circling  solitary  or  in  schools,  and  though 
many  leaped  on  all  sides,  flying  like  bolts  out  of 
the  unseen  and  falling  with  their  all-resounding 
slosh  !  not  one  ventured  upward  where  the  fly  lay 
beating  its  wings  beneath  the  water. 

That  day  Artie's  gloom  settled  itself  into  a  passive 
silence.  No  sound  left  him,  but  now  and  then  he 
whistled,  taking  a  plaintive  air  that  came  keening 
with  melancholy  through  the  bush. 

"  In  Heaven's  name,  Artie — stop  it !  " 

"  What's  thot — the  whustle  ?  Sure,  thot  will  be 
but  a  habit  I  berried  out  av  the  lime-juicers." 

"  The— what  ?  " 

"  Bliss  ye — the  lime-juicers — the  deep-sea  ships. 
Be  the  same  token,  if  they  whustle  for  wint,  I'll  be 
whustlin'  the  while  for  rain — a  spate  to  bring  the 
fish." 

So  Artie  whistled  on,  a  melancholy  dirge  enough 
to  have  made  the  ringing,  deep-blue  skies  that  were 
as  hard  as  steel  weep  for  the  very  sorrow  of  its 
plaint.  "  For  but  a  taste  of  it — a  mere  taycup  av 
rain,"  he  pleaded  ;  and  perhaps  after  all  it  was 
effort  that  brought  it ;  for  that  night  the  clouds 
came  rolling  in  from  the  sea,  and  at  dawn  fell  the 
drops  tapping  upon  the  leaves. 

"  Ye'll  not  gainsay  there's  fish,"  said  Artie, 
pleading  ;  "  there  '11  be  fish  an'  a  plenty  only  if 
they'll  rise.  The  divvil  tempt  me  if  it's  fairy  tales 
I  tolt  ye  ;  for  there's  fish  an'  a  plenty — only  for 
the  takin' — an'  yer  honour's  eyes  have  seen  thim 
lyin'  beyant  like  a  flock  in  the  folt." 

Now  who  could  resist  his  plaintiveness  ?  Once 
more  we  went  to  work,  hastening  while  the  spate 
was  on,  and  eager  to  try  it  while  that  first  inch  of 
rising  water  was  making  in  the  pool.  "  What  fly, 
Artie  ?  "  I  asked  him,  half  careless  of  the  answer, 
for  the  way  the  current  was  boihng  downward, 
growing  thick  as  soup  at  every  fresh  downpour, 
it  seemed  plausible  that  whatever  was  large  enough 
to  see  must  tempt  them,  no  matter  what  its  colour. 
That,  of  course,  providing  they  would  take  any- 
thing at  all. 

"  Fatherless  an'  the  orphint !  "  he  screamed  from 
the  bank,  hooting  ;  "  t'row  'em  yer  honour's  hat 
— they'll  take  that  as  well  as  better — or  the  dish 
towel  if  ye  mind  !  " 

So,  more  to  please  Artie  than  for  any  other 
sufficient  reason,  the  Silver  Doctor  went  on — a 
physician  to  cure  all  his  woes — and  as  the  line 
straightened  out  across  the  pool,  there  arose  a 
grilse  boihng  around  it  and  went  away  with  the 
reel  screaming  under  my  fist. 
i>%We  killed  that  small  one  in  the  sluice  at  the 
foot  of  the  pool ;  and  Artie's  language  became  unfit 
for  the  quiet  sanctity  of  the  woods  about  us.  For 
as  he  said,  "  What  was  the  impidence  of  this  herring- 
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like  steppin*  in,  when  his  biggers  an'  betters  was 
a-waitin'  ?  " 

The  spate  was  on  now,  and  in  earnest.  On  the 
steps  of  the  pitch  above  the  flood  heaved  like 
billows  of  umber  glass,  too  deep  to  boil  with  foam, 
and  pouring  downward,  drummed  over  the  falls 
with  a  deafening  roar.  Climbing  back  along  the 
bank,  we  began  anew  at  the  head  of  the  deeper 
water,  tried  it  awhile  without  response,  and  changed 
again  to  the  Dash  wood — the  biggest  fly  in  my 
book—"  as  big  as  the  fist  av  ye,"  said  iitie,  and 
worked  it  down  both  banks  and  the  middle.  But 
only  the  labour  rewarded  us  for  our  pains — a  demon 
of  ill-luck  dogged  us  at  our  heels  ;  and  the  day  in 
all  its  dreary  downpour  passed  with  no  other 
fortune  than  a  brace  of  paltry  grilse— the  first  one, 
and  another  that  came  home  just  as  the  last  gUm 
of  soggy  daylight  snuffed  out  behind  the  western 
hills.  :^ 

If  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  cries  the  ballad- 
monger,  sit  fast  and  go  at  it  again.  So,  with  the 
encouragement  of  a  wet  sun  peeking  betwixt  the 
tatters  of  the  ragged  storm  clouds  passing  over,  we 
tried  it  again  on  the  morrow.  All  day  that  same 
procession  of  feathered  harlequins  fluttered  their 
finery  in  and  out  of  the  Codroy  nooks  ;  once,  toward 
noon,  a,  grey  shape  uprose  and  sank  back  passively 
—and  in  this  exercise  passed  that  day,  the  third. 
Twihght  began  to  droop  ;  the  long  shadows  of  the 
trees  trooped  across  the  forest  floor,  and  a  bird 
somewhere  in  the  bush  drew  from  its  pipe  a  note 
of  melancholy  that  echoed  the  sorrows  of  poignant 
disappointments.  "  Ye'll  not  lave  off !  "  cried 
Artie,  sorely,  from  the  bank,  when  I  would  have 
stood  that  murdering  top-mast  of  a  Castle  Connell 
agamst  a  tree,  and  called  quits  on  the  day.  "  Sure 
— don't  be  quittin'.  Half  dark  is  the  time  for 
doin' !  " 

He  came  toward  me,  and  together  we  worked 
the  pool  once  more— one  step  forward— cast— one 
step  more— cast  again.  It  had  ceased  to  be  a  joke, 
now,  whip-lashing  the  heavy  line  across  its  distance  ; 
and  pains,  like  the  sear  of  hot  iron,  shot  througli 
my  hands  and  wrists.  "  For  the  honour  an'  glory 
av  God !  "  begged  Artie,  intent  and  forgetting 
reverence,  "  dhrop  the  fly  wanst  where  the  water 
slicks  over  the  tail  beyant  ;  an'  sweep  it  rount  !  " 

The  Castle  Connell,  swishing  venomously,  picked 
up  the  strain  of  the  back-cast,  and  bending  like  an 
ash  beneath  a  gale,  swept  forward,  dropping  the 
fly  just  where  the  water  bent  glassily  as  it  poured 
down  into  the  sluice.  One  instant  the  ripples 
spread  apart,  the  line  tautened  in  the  rings  ;  and 
while  the  rod  was  still  giving  to  that  even  pull  came 
the  answer  as  if  to  confound  us. 

For  from  out  of  the  ripping  waters  of  the  slide 
arose  the  broad  sides  of  a  fish,  a  gUnt  of  burnished 
armour  shining  against  the  black  background  of 
the  torrent.  In  the  evening's  waning  hght  the  flat 
flank  and  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  stout 
adventurer  were  revealed,  a  shining  warrior  fresh 
from  the  salt  and  unmatched  in  bigness  and  in  the 
power  of  his  onslaught.  There  were  no  half-way 
measures  in  his  coming— the  water  boiled  in  his 
tram— no-  dainty  lolling  to  the  fly,  but  a  quick  and 
vigorous  lunge  that  brought  him  wallowing  along 
the  surface,  furious  in  the  hunt.  One  brief  instant 
he  hung  there,  swarming  over  the  fly,  and  in  that 
instant  we  took  note  of  the  sharp  head  bent  inward 
searching  keenly.  Then  the  eddies  went  wheeling 
down  the  current ;  and  I  heard  the  Irishman 
calling  passionately  on  saints  never  entered  in  the 
calendar.    For  our  fish  was  gone  ! 

Gone  /—not  yet !  The  line  was  whipping  through 
the  rings,  the  rod  arching  from  butt  to  tip,  and  at 
that,  with  a  sudden  shock,  the  barb  shot  home. 

Into  the  air  he  came,  all  shining  from  the  narrow 
head  of  him  to  the  broad  and  flexile  tail,  and  with  a 
crash  smashed  down  upon  the  surface  of  the  pool. 
There  was  rage— blind  rage— fright  and  desperation 
all  displayed  ;  and  before  the  spray  cast  upward 
in  that  first  leap  had  fallen,  again  he  leaped,  hurling 
himself  sidelong  from  the  water.  For  us— against 
all  this  terror  of  the  wild  thing— for  us  there  was 
the  play-scene  of  all  our  hopes  come  at  last  upon 
the  boards  ;  and  who  could  blame  if  that  wild 
Irishman  ran  screaming  along  the  bank,  a  figure  of 
madness  capering  inanely  ;  or  that  I  followed, 
heedless,  alive  only  to  the  screech  of  the  reel  and 
the  throbbing  of  the  rod  as  the  frenzied  thing 
hunted  escape  in  every  corner  of  the  pool  ? 

By  one  wild  race  after  another  he  gained  the 
head  of  the  pool,  and  there  the  gushing  water 
quickened  him.  Flipping  once  into  the  air,  he 
turned  and  came  racing  downward,  coasting  the 


shallows  so  closely  that  a  furrow  trailed  high  in 
his  wake.    Beyond  was  the  sluice  he  was  aiming  for  ; 
and  once  within  its  rush  it  would  have  meant  only 
adieu  to  fish  and  what  part  of  the  tackle  he  saw  fit  to 
take  away  with  him.    But  Artie,  with  goat-Uko 
bounds,  was  there  before  him,  yelling  to  me  that 
could  only  hang  on  and  pray  that  the  humming 
rod  would  stand  it,  and  line  and  leader  suffer 
without  breaking  the  killing  strain  that  was  put 
to  them.    "  Holt  fast— holt  fast !  "  he  yelled  ;  and 
with  that  rushed  waist-deep  into  the  current  and 
laid  about  him  with  the  gaff  so  that  the  fish,  stag- 
gered by  this  commotion,  turned  again  and  went 
streaking  it  back  to  the  falls.    There  he  leaped  once 
more,  but  this  peril  to  our  cause  made  only  greater 
the  triumph  of  the  fight.    The  line  splitting  through 
the  current,  the  cry  of  the  reel  and  the  quick  play 
of  the  bowing  rod— all  this,  and  the  plunging  of  the 
fish  as  it  fought  into  the  air  for  its  freedom,  worked 
their  part ;  and  the  Irishman,  falling  back  to  my 
elbow,  gasped  with  excitement,  still  calling  in  pity 
upon  the  names  of  his  interminable  saints. 

For  thus  far  ou^  fish  had  taken  full  charge  of  the 
shop.  Once  more,  as  he  struck  the  foam  beneath 
the  falls,  he  flung  himself  straight  into  the  air,  but 
that  was  the  last  of  it  for  a  while.  With  the  current 
behind  him,  he  started  back  for  the  sluice  ;  and 
with  what  I  had  Seen  of  that  water  below  the  pool, 
it  seemed  certain  that  once  over  the  brink  he  would 


•  There  Lay  the  Fish,  Just  Beyond  His  : 
Reach." 


return  to  the  sea,  perhaps  with  as  fine  an  assortment 
of  salmon  rig  as  ever  went  down  the  Codroy  un- 
attached. So  Artie  thought,  too  ;  and  bade  me 
hold  on  again  as  much  as  a  man  might  dare  and 
still  have  hope  for  his  rigging.  Sliding  through  the 
pool  the  fish  kept  on,  and  the  time  had  come,  it 
seemed,  when  all  the  king's  horses  and  all  the  king's 
men  would  not  have  held  him  from  his  will.  The 
Castle  Connell  creaked  in  all  its  lashings,  and  the 
line,  set  like  the  wire  of  a  harp,  hissed  as  it  stemmed 
the  current — no  longer  human  dexterity  might  help, 
but  any  man's  game  of  pull-devil,  pull-baker. 
Gathering  way,  the  fish  started  for  the  sluice, 
fighting  doggedly  and  snatching  at  the  line  like  a 
terrier  worrying  its  leash.  "  Holt  him,  yer  honour  !  " 
cried  Artie,  desperately  striving  to  get  below  the 
fish  ;  and  hold  I  did  until  the  rod  cried  and  the 
water  fell  weeping  from  the  over-straight  line.  But 
Artie  got  there  first,  still  wildly  waving  his  arms 
and  legs,  and  struck  savagely  at  our  prize  with  the 
gaff.  Thus — somehow — he  managed  to  shoo  the 
fish  back  into  safer  waters  ;  and  while  I  am  not  so 
sure  that  this  was  sport,  I  am  reasonably  certain  of 
its  necessity. 

"  Back  ye  go,  my  laddy  buck  !  "  yelled  Artie  ; 
and  drove  him  into  deeper  water. 

Then  came  a  bitter  time  ;  for  the  fish,  as  if 
sulking  in  defeat,  settled  loggishly  to  the  bottom 


gravel,  and  began  chugging  at  the  line.  Nor  oould 
any  strain  put  upon  him  keep  him  from  this  trick. 
Artie,  shaking  the  water  from  his  clothes,  armed 
himself  with  rocks,  some  the  size  of  his  fist  and 
others  the  bigness  of  his  head,  and  for  a  while  he 
played  ducks  and  drakes  with  our  salmon  ;  but  not 
until  the  Irishman  had  dropped  a  slab  as  large  as  a 
platter  somewhere  in  his  near  neighbourhood  would 
he  deign  to  move.  Then  with  another  rush  he  was 
back  to  the  head  of  the  pool,  where,  for  a  harrowing 
fifteen  minutes,  the  two  of  us  stood  over  him  while 
he  plunged  about  in  circles  deep  down  in  the  foam. 

"  I'm  dizzy-like,"  said  Artie  ;  "  he'll  twist  off  the 
head  av  ye  like  a  hoot  owl !  " 

Or  so  it  seemed.  We  held  council  of  war  upon 
the  rock  above  him.  "  Pump  the  daylights  out  av 
him,"  said  Artie,  "  pump  him  till  he  shows.  Wanst 
give  me  glimpse  av  him — but  wanst !  " 

So,  for  want  of  better  plan,  the  work  began  to 
pump  "  our  fish  from  the  depths  upward. 
Not  sport,  perhaps,  but  necessity.  It  was  cruel 
work— toil  like  unto  that  of  the  dredgerman.  Yet 
though  the  rod  bent  itself  till  the  lashings  again 
creaked  ominously,  and  the  line,  like  a  wire,  hummed 
in  the  current,  everything  held,  and  the  dead 
weight  lying  there  somewhere  in  the  depths  gave, 
and  inch  by  inch  came  drifting  towards  the  surface. 
Once  the  grey  shape  showed  itself,  and  then  sheered 
away  into  the  blackness  ;  night  was  almost  at 
hand,  and  as  we  stood  there,  straining  our  eyes  for 
another  gUmpse,  up  he  came  and  rolled  upon  the 
surface. 

"  Be  the  Powers  !  "  cried  Artie  ;  "  the  size  av 
him  !  " 

"  Steady !  "  I  yelled  the  warning  to  him,  but 
might  as  well  have  cried  it  to  the  winds.  There  lay 
the  fish,  still  playing  doggedly  in  small  circles,  and 
just  beyond  his  reach.  Tiptoeing  on  the  edge  of 
the  rock,  he  was  reaching  for  it,  the  steel  hook 
striking  far  short  of  the  mark,  and  at  any  moment 
likely  to  cut  the  straining  line.  "  Steady !  "  I 
roared,  and  strove  to  drag  the  prize  within  reach 
But,  "  Stiddy— the  divvil !  "  he  yelled  back  at  me ; 

I'm  dead  an'  speechless  wit'  patience  o'  stiddi- 
ness !  " 

TheJJnext  instant,  with  a  flying  leap,  h'^  had  left 
me  ;  and  I  was  treated  then  to  the  spectacle  of 
Artie— hat,  shoes,  clothes  and  all— landing  in  the 
centre  of  the  foam,  and  at  the  end  of  that  flight, 
making  one  desperate  claw  at  the  fish  with  his  gaff.' 

He  got  him,  too.  There  was  a  brief  and  desperate 
flurry  in  the  centre  of  the  boiling  waters,  and  then 
Artie  and  fish  were  whirled  away.  Something 
cracked  just  then— my  rod,  as  I  found  out  later— 
and  the  line  came  back  to  me,  flying  Hmply  in  my 
face.  But  somewhere  out  there  was  Artie,  and 
with  him  the  salmon  that  had  come  up  from  the  sea. 

Is  this  done  on  salmon  waters  ?  I  had  never 
seen  it  before.  Like  an  otter  or  a  naiad— take  your 
choice— I  beheld  him  arise  dripping  out  of  the 
Codroy,  and  haul  himself  over  the  rocks.  There  at 
his  knee,  slapping  him  on  the  legs,  was  our  fish, 
and  when  he  had  laid  it  upon  the  stones  upshore,  he 
turned  and  shook  the  water  from  him  like  a  spaniel. 
% '  Sure,  yer  honour,"  he  said  plaintively,  "  ye  took 
a  diwil  of  a  chanst  to  lose  him.  I  could  not  be 
waitin'  longer."— Outing  Magazine. 

PIKE  FISHING  IN  THE  WINTEE. 

The  pike  fisher  rightly  enough  hails  the  winter 
as  his  especial  privilege,  for  the  fish  are  in  the  finest 
condition  during  the  next  three  or  four  months, 
and  he  anticipates  good  sport  among  Esox  Indus'. 
The  rivers,  streams,  and  lakes  in  the  South  of 
England  have  just  received  the  first  substantial  rise 
of  land  water,  and  as  the  weeds  have  been  killed 
by  the  sharp  frosts  there  is  much  less  cover  for  the 
pike,  and  they  have  been  driven  to  seek  the  shelter 
of  deep  holes  and  quieter  pieces  of  water,  where 
they  may  be  sought  more  easily.  The  largest  pike 
are  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  moats  in  old  parks, 
and  if  an  angler  can  secure  permission  for  a  day's 
fishing  in  such  waters  he  may  be  fortunate  enough 
to  capture  a  monster. 

Probably  the  best  pike  fishing  within  reasonable 
distance  of  London  is  to  be  had  in  the  Thames, 
and  as  the  species  have  considerably  increased,  and 
also  in  the  matter  of  weight,  pike  anglers  are  not 
likely  to  be  disappointed  in  regard  to  the  sport 
Already  several  fine  fish  have  been  captured  at 
Teddington  Weir,  Walton,  and  other  stations  in 
the  upper  reaches.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago  Mr. 
Tomhnson  landed  one  of  141b.  Hoz.  at  the  first- 
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named  place,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  a 
previous  season  the  same  gentleman  secured  a  pike 
of  171b.  in  that  weir,  and  was  reported  at  the  time 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Hampton  Deeps  yield  a  number  of  nice  fish, 
and  at  Walton,  Shepperton  Backwater,  Ghertsey, 
and  around  Penton  Hook  are  excellent  sport-giving 
waters.  The  best  stations  in  the  upper  Thames 
for  pike  fishing  are  Great  Marlow,  Henley,  the  two 
miles  between  Sonning  and  Shiplake,  Pangbourne, 
Abingdon,  and  the  reaches  above  Oxford.  At  the 
tails  of  islands,  under  banks  that  have  overhanging 
branches,  and  where  the  water  is  fairly  deep  are 
good  spots  for  pike. 

The  Thames  tributaries  are  well  stocked  with 
pike.  The  Kennet  and  the  Colne  are  now  leased 
by  angling  societies,  and  though  the  greater 
portion  of  the  sullen  Mole  is  in  private  hands, 
permits  for  pike-fishing  are  granted  at  Esher, 
Cobham  (where  a  201b.  fish  was  killed  last  year), 
and  Dorking.  Free  water  is  to  be  had  in  the  Wey 
at  Weybridge.  Byfleet,  Woking,  Guildford,  Shal- 
ford,  and  Godalming,  where  pike  are  numerous. 
Paternostering  with  gudgeon  or  dace  is  a  killing 
method  in  these  Surrey  streams. 

Many  large  pike  are  to  be  found  in  the  various 
reservoirs  round  London,  and  permission  may  be 
secured  by  members  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board.  Mr.  Percy  Hunt,  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society,  last  winter  landed  a  specimen 
pike  weighing  20 jib.,  in  one  of  the  Barnes  reser- 
voirs, and,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month, 
Mr.  Richard  Starkey,  while  pike  fishing  in  the 
Walthamstow  Reservoir  lately,  caught  forty-six 
fish,  weighing  together  2061b.,  including  one  of 
IQi^lb. 

The  Penn  Ponds  in  Richmond  Park  contain 
many  mighty  pike,  and  permits  can  be  had  from 
the  superintendent,  Richmond  Park.  Unfor- 
tunately, no  boats  are  now  allowed  on  those  ponds, 
and,  as  the  edges  are  very  shallow,  anglers  find 
many  difiSculties  in  casting  a  bait  in  a  good  depth 
of  water.  Still,  nice  pike  have  been  caught  from 
the  bank,  and  only  last  year  Mr.  AUday,  of 
Kingston  Vale,  took  one  scaling  over  141b.  In 
former  years,  when  a  boat  was  available,  pike  up 
to  231b.  have  been  landed  there,  and  no  doubt  many 
other  fine  fish  have  their  homes  in  these  waters. 
The  ponds  in  Bushy  Park  and  the  Long  Water  in 
the  Home  Park,  Hampton  Court,  also  hold  a 
number  of  good  fish,  and  as  the  waters  have 
recently  been  cleared  from  weeds  pike  anglers  would 
do  well  to  pay  a  visit  there.  Fishing  is  free,  and 
tickets  are  not  necessary.  Many  other  magnificent 
pieces  of  water  situated  in  the  Home  Counties  are 
open  either  by  payment  or  by  permission,  and 
Wimbledon  Lake,  the  Welsh  Harp,  the  Frensham 
Ponds,  Virginia  Water  (apply  to  the  Ranger, 
Windsor  Great  Park)  are  all  well  furnished  with 
pike. 

Further  afield,  the  Hampshire  Avon  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  best  pike  rivers  in  the  South  of  England, 
and  at  this  period  of  the  year  affords  splendid  sport 
at  Ringwood,  Downton,  and  Fordingbridge.  The 
charges  at  those  stations  are  rather  high  for  pike 
fishing,  but  anglers  can  almost  always  be  sure  of  a 
big  bag  of  fish.  The  Arun  is  still  in  great  favour 
with  the  pike  fisherman,  and  fish  up  to  201b.  are 
often  caught  in  this  river  at  Pulborough  or  Amber- 
ley.  There  are  miles  of  free  fishing,  and  the  railway 
company  issue  tickets  at  reduced  fares  for  the 
above-mentioned  stations.  Jack  of  good  size  are 
fairly  plentiful  in  the  Medway,  and  yield  capital 
sport  at  Tonbridge,  Yalding,  and  Wateringbury, 
while  the  Kentish  Stour  is  by  no  means  to  be 
despised  for  that  class  of  sport.  The  Great  Ouse 
is  patronised  largely  for  its  winter  pike-fishing, 
and  Huntingdon,  St.  Neots,  St.  Ives,  and  Holywell 
are  first-class  stations. 

The  most  sportsmanlike  and  pleasurable  way  to 
catch  pike  is  by  spinning,  when  the  water  is  free 
from  weeds.  The  rod  should  have  a  fair  spring  and 
not  be  over  lOJft.  in  length,  so  that  it  can  be  easily 
managed  by  one  hand,  the  other  hand  being  required 
for  the  winch,  and  for  that  only.  The  running-line 
should  be  plaited  silk,  and  see  that  the  swivels  on 
the  trace  turn  freely,  or  the  line  will  soon  kink. 
For  live-baiting  a  stronger  rod  is  usually  employed, 
and  should  be  made  of  East  India  cane,  and  from 
lift,  to  12tt.  in  length,  with  large  upright  rings. 
The  reel  should  be  the  Nottingham  pattern,  and 
large  enough  to  hold  eighty  or  one  hundred  yards 
of  strong,  pure,  silk-plaited  undressed  line,  well 
greased  with  vaseline  or  "  Gishurstine."  Every 
pirt  of  the  tackle  must  be  carefully  tested  before 


commencing  operations ;  sound  swivels,  oiled  and 
working  freely,  and  whippings  of  hooks  tried.  In 
severe  weather  it  is  a  good  plan  to  line  the  inside 
of  the  rod  rings  with  cotton-wool  soaked  with  castor- 
oil  to  prevent  the  line  freezing.  The  single  hook 
paternoster  is  a  very  useful  tackle,  and  is  a  most 
certain  and  successful  way  of  capturing  pike.  With 
the  use  of  it,  and  baited  with  small  dace  or  gudgeon, 
the  angler  is  enabled  to  search  every  favourable 
eddy,  nook^  and  hole.  Fine  tackle  is  most  essential, 
and,  if  the  angler  can  keep  as  far  from  the  water  as 
possible,  he  will  have  an  excellent  chance  of  making 
acquaintance  with  the  big  fish  that  frequently  lies 
near  the  bank.  H.  G.  H. 


BRISTOL  AND  CLIFTON  AKTS 
AND  CRAFTS  SOCIETY. 


We  are  glad  to  say  that  the  ninth  exhibition  of 
the  Bristol  and  Clifton  Arts  and  Crafts  Society  has 
been  altogether  successful.  The  exhibition  had  a 
very  good  opening  on  Thursday,  Nov.  1,  when  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  Bristol  presided,  and  Her  Grace  the 
Duchess  of  Beaufort,  one  of  the  presidents  of  the 
society,  performed  the  opening  ceremony.  Much 
regret  was  felt  that  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Beaufort, 
the  other  president,  was  prevented  by  an  engage- 
ment of  some  importance  from  being  present. 
Among  those  supporting  the  Duchess  of  Beaufort 
were  the  Lady  Mayoress  of  Bristol,  the  Lady  Doreen 
Long,  Lady  Sybil  Codrington,  the  Right  Honour- 
able Lewis  Fry,  P.C.,  the  Rev.  Canon  Tetley  and 
Mrs.  Tetley,  and  Colonel  Savile,  C.B. 

A  very  interesting  address  was  given  by  Mr.  W. 
A.  S.  Benson,  whose  name  has  been  for  many  years 
closely  and  prominently  connected  with  the  arts 
and  crafts  movement. 

We  beUeve  that  this  is  almost  the  only  big  pro- 
vincial exhibition  that  includes  divisions  for  fly- 
tying  in  its  schedule.  This  was  an  experiment  that 
was  made  last  year,  and  the  committee  found  some 
little  difficulty  at  first  in  forming  special  conditions 
for  these  exhibits,  which  should  be  alike  satisfactory 
to  exhibitors  and  the  management.  However,  they 
will  now  be  able  to  give  longer  notice  of  satisfactory 
conditions,  and  if  next  year  the  improvement  in 
entries  is  as  marked  as  the  improvement  over  last 
year's  exhibition,  fishermen  attending  the  exhibi- 
tion should  have  a  really  first-rate  fly  section  to 
inspect. 

The  society  is  very  fortunate  in  having  again 
secured  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's  services  as  judge. 

We  think  it  would  be  a  good  thing '  if  tiers  of 
flies  who  intend  to  exhibit  next  year,  and  have  not 
sent  to  similar  exhibitions,  were  to  write  to  the 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  H.  Parr,  5,  Grove-buildings, 
Blackboy  Hill,  Bristol,  and  ask  his  advice  as  to  the 
best  way  of  mounting  and  sending  in  flies. 

As  usual,  the  exhibition  was  a  great  success. 
The  number  of  exhibits  amounted  to  2200,  which 
is  a  considerable  advance  over  last  year's  total,  the 
previous  record. 

We  are  glad  to  notice  that  among  the  exhibitors 
supporting  the  society  was  Her  Highness  Princess 
Louise  Augusta  of  Sohleswig-Holstein,  who  sent 
two  cases  of  beautiful  enamels. 

LIST  OF  AWARDS. 
Salmon  Flies. 
In  this  class  there  were  several  very  good  ex- 
hibits.   First-class  certificates  were  awarded  to — 

1.  Captain  Frank  Wemyss,  Westbury  Court, 
Westbury-on-Severn,  Newnham. 

2.  Mr.  William  Jones,  5,  Gayfield-place,  Edin- 
burgh. 

3.  Mr.  R.  T.  Hush,  Woodville,  Kelso-on-Tweed. 
A  second-class  certificate  to  Miss  Eleanor  Ellis, 

6,  Danby-terrace,  Exmouth. 

The  exhibit  by  Captain  Wemyss  was  much  the 
largest  and  most  interesting.  It  comprised  up- 
wards of  thirty  patterns  of  great  variety,  and 
included  some  samples  which  require  extreme  skill 
and  nicety  in  construction.  In  this  respect  it 
differed  from  some  of  the  smaller  exhibits,  which, 
though  excellent  in  themselves,  were  confined  to 
the  display  of  two  or  three  standards,  such  as 
Silver  Doctor,  Jock  Scott,  and  Durham  Ranger. 
One  exhibitor  showed  as  a  Silver  Wilkinson  a  fly 
which  difiered  widely,  both  as  regards  wing  and 
hackle,  from  any  accepted  dressing  of  this  fly. 
Tkout  Flies  fob  Wet-Fly  Fishing. 

The  exhibits  in  this  class  were  few,  and,  with 
one  exception,  of  no  great  merit. 


A  first-class  certificate  was  awarded  to  Miss 
Eleanor  Ellis,  6,  Danby-terrace,  Exmouth,  and  a 
third-class  certificate  to  Mr.  H.  D.  Thompson, 
19,  Grape-lane,  Whitby,  Yorks. 

Tbout  Flies  fob  Dey-Fly  Fishing. 
In  this  class  there  was  only  one  exhibitor,  whose 
flies — namely,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Red  Spinner — were  all  rather  of  the  nature  of 
fancy  patterns.  The  two  last-named,  though 
prettily  tied,  were  not  true  to  Nature,  and  fur- 
nished no  indication  of  aptitude  for  closely 
imitating  the  extremely  delicate  insects  usually 
found  on  a  chalk  stream. 

General. 

The  way  in  which  so^e  of  the  exhibits  were  sent 
in  was  not  satisfactory.  In  one  instance  eyed  flies 
were  separately  glued  to  cards  and  became  de- 
tached in  transit.  In  another  each  sample  of 
salmon  flies  was  enclosed  in  a  separate  envelope. 
Such  exhibitors  do  themselves  scant  justice.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  neatly-framed  cases,  with  glass 
tops,  sent  in  by  Captain  Wemyss  and  Miss  Ellis 
form  a  most  attractive  show.  Their  whole  exhibit 
is  taken  in  at  a  glance,  and  details  of  any  particular 
pattern  can  be  minutely  examined  without  re- 
moving the  glass  or  handling  the  flies.  The  judge 
has  signified  his  intention  of  buying  some  of  the 
flies  for  his  own  use. 


EAELY  MOENING  ON  A 
HIGHLAND  LOCH. 

In  a  previous  article  {Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  29, 
page  234)  some  account  was  given  of  an  evening's 
fishing  on  a  Highland  loch,  and  it  now  remains  to 
tell  of  how  the  early  hours  of  the  following  morning 
were  spent.  There  is  no  couch  so  sweet,  on  a  fine 
summer's  night,  as  that  afforded  by  a  bed  of  dry 
heather,  under  the  open  canopy  of  heaven;  and 
the  man  who  has  not  experienced  it,  has  missed 
one  of  the  charms  of  existence,  and  has  something 
still  to  learn.  Talk  of  colds  and  chest-complaints  ! 
They  are  all  begotten  of  a  state  of  over-civilisation, 
which  crowds  people  together  in  towns  and  cities, 
where  they  congregate,  in  over-heated  rooms  and 
theatres,  to  walk,  or  drive,  home  afterwards  in  a 
suddenly  reduced  temperature ;  or,  worse  than  all, 
shut  themselves  up  in  fuggy  bedrooms,  with  the 
windows  all  tightly  closed  to  keep  out  the  draught. 
Could  we  but  live  more  in  the  open  air,  all  such 
maladies  would  be  almost  unknown  amongst  us. 
As  for  Jones  and  your  humble  servant,  on  the 
night  in  question,  we  slept  the  sleep  of  the  just, 
unmindful  of,  and  unharmed  by  the  light  dews 
which  the  stars  distilled  above  us,  and  which  hung 
in  glistening  beads  on  the  heads  of  the  heather 
around,  when  we  awoke  next  morning.  Dew  falls 
almost  every  fine  night  at  these  altitudes,  in  greater 
or  lesser  quantities  ;  but  in  a  bed  of  longish  heather 
little  or  none  of  it  actually  settles  upon  the  sleeper. 
It  condenses  upon  the  colder  twigs  and  grass 
around,  but  even  when  it  falls  upon  you,  I  doubt 
whether  any  ordinary  quantity  of  it  would  ever 
produce  a  chill.  So  long  as  you  are  lying  still  it 
does  not  wet  you  in  the  least,  but  only  gathers 
upon  the  outside  hairs  of  your  coat,  or  upon  the 
ends  of  your  beard,  and  is  readily  shaken  off  when 
you  rise. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  upon  the  present 
occasion,  we  two  devoted  anglers  awoke,  after  some 
three  hours'  slumber,  fresher  and  more  refreshed 
than  we  have  often  been  by  three  times  as  many 
hours  passed  between  the  blankets.  Grey  light 
was  just  asserting  itself  in  the  north-eastern  sky, 
and  almost  the  first  sound  that  greeted  our  ears 
was  a  heavy  splash  in  the  lake  near  us.  Breakfast 
was  already  being  served  in  the  crystal  chambers 
beneath  us ;  and,  as  of  right,  the  greatest  in  the 
land  would  naturally  take  precedence.  So  no 
time  was  lost  in  gathering  up  our  rods  and  other 
necessary  impedimenta  and  in  making  our  way 
down  to  the  water. 

I  wended  my  way  towards  the  weed-beds  which 
had  supplied  our  previous  evening's  sport,  while  the 
doctor  turned  his  attention  to  the  fish  which  had 
first  attracted  our  notice,  and  which  had  risen 
again  ofi  the  edge  of  the  rocks  below  our  bivouac. 
Anon  he  was  into  him,  and  held  him,  and  the 
scream  of  his  reel  and  the  heavy  plunge  of  the  fish 
made  me  turn  back,  to  lend  a  hand  with  the  net  in 
case  of  necessity.  It  was  apparent  that  the  fish 
was  a  heavy  one,  larger  than  any  of  those  of  last 
night,  and  even  in  the  midst  of  the  excitement. 
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1   Jones  had  time  to  mutter  something  about  the 
"auld  ane."    For  a  long  time  he  kept  boring  in 
the  deep  water,  well  out  into  the  loch,  and  refused 
to  show  himself;  but  a  steady  strain  gradually 
began  to  tell  upon  his  strength,  and  at  length  he 
kicked  and  splashed  upon  the  surface.    Then  he 
allows  himself  to  be  gently  towed  shorewards ;  but 
he  has  enough  life  in  him  yet  to  see  and  dislike 
the  sight  of  the  net,  and  the  hateful  human  form 
extending  it  towards  him  from  the  rocks,  so  he 
goes  off  again  for  another,  and  his  last,  visit  to 
the  depths,  where  he  has  reigned  so  long,  lording 
It  over  all  his  smaller  brethren.    How  many  of 
these  smaller  fry  he  must  have  gobbled  up  during 
his  reign !    And  are  the  survivors  glad,  we  wonder, 
to  see  the  last  of  their  emperor,  or  would  they, 
despite  the  tyrannies  of  his  rule,  wish  him  free 
again  ?    Perchance  he  may,  after  all,  have  guarded 
them  against  the  attacks  of  more  numerous,  and 
not  less  hungry  cannibals.    No  matter  1    It  is  not 
a  time  for  musings  such  as  these,  for  us  upon  the 
bank,  and  when  the  mighty  fish  is  once  more 
towed  within  reach,  I  weigh  him  out  in  the  net, 
handsomely,  and  woo-whoop  is  sounded.   A  beauty 
indeed,  but  there  is  no  time  to  delay  in  admiration 
of  his  proportions  now— not  for  me,  at  any  rate 
I  leave  the  captor  to  do  that  as  much  as  he  likes, 
but  for  myself  I  hurry  on  to  wet  my  own  fly,  and 
If  possible  to  wipe  the  doctor's  eye,  while  the  rise 
lasts.     The  daylight  is  increasing  fast,  and  the 
leviathans  will  have  disappeared  presently.  If 
hour      *°      caught  at  all,  now  is  the  appointed 

Early  sedges  are  taking  their  morning  dip  upon 
the  water,  and  late  night-moths  are  lumbering 
heavily  homewards ;  some  of  them,  drowsy  after 
their  revels,  or  intoxicated  with  a  too  full  cup  of 
nectar,  occasionally  go  bungling  into  the  loch,  to 
be  eagerly  pounced  upon  by  the  policemen  who 
are  patrolling  the  depths  below.  I  basket  one 
corpulent  sergeant,  of  over  a  pound  in  weight, 
and  one  or  two  of  his  subordinates  ;  but  the  chief- 
constable,  and  all  the  superior  officers  refuse  to 
come  up,  maugre  the  drunken  antics  of  my  moth 
upon  the  surface.  Then  the  sun  begms  to  strike 
the  water;  the  sedges'  and  the  moths  have  aU 
sought  the  shelter  of  the  rush  beds,  and  the 
tenemented  dwellings  amongst  the  rocks,  and  the 
rise  18  over  for  the  day.  So  there  is  nothing  for  it 
but  to  tackle  up  and  do  likewise. 

Jones  has  preceded  me  to  camp,  and  I  find  him 
sitting  gazing  admiringly  upon  his  capture.  There 
IS  a  gleam  of  triumph  in  his  eye,  and  something  of 
the  same  sort  rings  in  his  voice  as  he  hails  me  with 
a  'Well,  what  luck?"  My  creel  is  turned  out- 
bonny  enough  trout  they  are,  too— but  even  my 
big  one  of  last  night  is  dwarfed  by  comparison 
ivith  the  -auld  ane,"  which  runs  to  nearly  double 
the  length  of  any  of  the  others.  To  be  exact,  he 
measures  two  feet  and  an  inch,  and  weighs  just 
)ver  51b.  when  we  get  back  to  the  hotel  later  in 
;he  morning.  He  is  another  real  "lake  trout," 
3lack-spotted  only,  and  much  more  silvery,  and 
■edder  of  flesh,  than  any  of  the  red-spotted  fish. 

But  the  sun  is  up,  and  our  fishing  is  ended,  and 
t  behoves  us  to  make  our  toilet,  and  the  best  of 
)ujr  way  home  to  breakfast.    "  The  bathroom,  sir  ?  " 

Ihis  way,  sir,  please."  And  little  wavelets  are 
oon  breakmg  on  the  rocks,  from  heavier  splashing 
han  any  the  lake  has  witnessed  during  the  nigh^ 
'Towels?  "Oh,  humbug!  who's  going  to 
pother  himself  with  trifles  of  that  sort  up  here." 
Ve  can  shake  the  big  drops  off,  and  Phoebus  must 
.0  the  rest,  eked  out,  perhaps,  by  the  skirts  of  a 
annel  shirt  for  the  finishing  touches !    There  is 

comfortable  feeling  of  security  in  these  uplands, 
nd  in  early  rising  much  virtue.  Serious  matters 
lay  be  taken  with  levity.  The  doctor  has  already 
onned  his  coat,  and  clad  otherwise  in  the  most 
ishionable  bare-skin,  has  seated  himself  upon  a 
ock  in  the  vicinity  of  our  spring,  and  is  munching 
bit  of  oat  cake.  Talk  about  the  curves  of  beaut? 
1  the  hunian  form !  Well,  there  are  curves,  cer- 
imly,  and  lines  of  beauty,  too,  no  doubt,  but 
'e  must  draw  the  curtain  !  There  being  none  to 
raw,  however,  we  do  the  best  we  can  to  obscure 
urselves  from  the  rising  sun  behind  the  wreaths 
E  a  five  o  clock  pipe  of  tobacco !  What  hours  to 
e  sure  !  And  what  immorality  run  riot  to  begin 
nokmg  so  early !  But  it  is  delightful,  and  ere 
lat  pipe  IS  done,  we  are  dry  enough  to  dress,  and 
)  return  to  civilisation. 

There  is  just  one  point  which  I  omitted  to  note. 
I  connection  with  our  night's  experience,  and  that 
the  extraordmary  rise  of  smaU  duns,  which  took 


place  on  the  loch,  just  before  dark.    They  rose 
from  the  water,  in  certain  places,  in  clouds,  com- 
parable to  nothing  except  a  heavy  drift  of  small 
snowflakes,  and  the  air  was  filled  with  them.  For 
twenty  minutes,  or  longer,  they  continued  to  cover 
everythmg,  and  our  hats,  coats,  and  even  our 
beards,  looked  as  though  we  were  passing  through 
a  heavy  snowstorm,  when  we  crossed  their  line  of 
flight.    They  were  all  of  one  species,  apparently, 
and  they  rose  in  mid  water,  May  Fly  fashion,  often 
at  considerable  distances  from  the  shore.  Their 
wings  expanded  almost  instantly,  in  the  same 
wonderful^  manner  as  we  are  accustomed  to  see 
May  Flies'  do,  and  after  a  momentary  pause  upon 
the  water,  the  insects  came  flying  shorewards  in 
myriads,  to  alight  on  the  first  grass  or  other  object 
with  which  they  came  in  contact,  there  to  cast  off 
their  outer  covering.    They  alighted  with  rather 
a  heavy  buzz,  for  so  small  an  insect,  with  out- 
stretched wings  and  tails,  spent  gnat  fashion,  and 
their  final  metamorphosis  was  completed  in  the 
course  of  a  few  minutes.    In  colour  they  were  of  a 
uniform  pearly  grey,  rather  milky  looking  before 
they  had  changed  their  skins,  but  bright  and  nearly 
transparent  afterwards.   In  either  state,  the  thorax 
was  darkish  brown,  and,  after  the  transformation, 
they  displayed  brown  legs,  and  a  spot  of  the  same 
colour  near  the  base  of  the  bifurcated  tail.  Their 
second  wings  came  from  the  outer  covering  per- 
fectly developed,  and  were  instantly  "cocked," 
while  the  second   tails  were  considerably  longer 
than  the  first.    After  resting  for  a  second  or  two, 
the  exquisitely  pretty,  ethereal-looking  creatures 
betook  themselves  off  upon  their  final  travels. 

I  have  often  enough  noticed  a  similar  looking  fly. 
rather  commonly  upon  other  waters,  but  I  never 
before  saw  it  rise  in  such  countless  numbers,  nor 
had  I  previously  observed  the  manner  of  its 
entrance  upon  its  final  stages  of  existence.  In 
general  appearance,  the  fly  closely  resembled  the 
"Jenny  Spinner,"  Cloeon  diptera,  figured  as  No.  17, 
m  the  eighth  edition  of  Ronald's  "Fly-Fisher's 
Entomology,"  but  the  head  was  of  the  same  pale 
colour  as  the  body,  not  brown  like  the  thorax, 
and  it  certainly  did  not  go  through  any  inter- 
mediate "iron  blue  dun"  stage,  as  that  insect  is 
stated  to  do.  Probably  it  may  be  one  of  the  allied 
species  referred  to  in  the  footnote,  but  whether  it 
has  been  more  particularly  described  since  1877 
I  do  not  know.  In  any  case,  its  abundance  was 
something  worth  seemg,  and  a  sight  I  shall  not 
forget.  To  those  persons  who  are  sometimes 
exercised  as  to  what  lake  trout  get  to  feed  upon, 
the  experience  would  have  come  in  the  nature  of  a 
revelation ;  for  the  water  must  have  been  literally 
alive  with  the  ascending  nymphs  in  many  places, 
and  the  fish  need  only  have  sailed  through  the 
crowds  with  their  mouths  open  in  order  to  have 
them  filled  with  the  succulent  food. 

Lichen  Gbey. 


A  NEW  ZEALAND  FISH  STOEY. 


Ik  I  did  not  have  photographs  to  offer  as  proof, 
I  might  hesitate  to  put  upon  a  fairly  Well-estabhshed 
reputation  for  veracity  the  strain  of  standing  for 
the  assertion  that  the  business  of  catching  whales— 
not  baby  whales,  but  big  sixty-foot  right  whales— 
in  nets  is  carried  on  in  the  South  Pacific. 

The  biggest  fish  stories  ever  told  may  be  heard 
by  the  wanderer  in  southern  seas,  and  some  of  the 
most  amazing  of  them  are  Uterally  true.  This 
T^-hale-netting  yarn  is  not  strictly  a  fish  story, 
because  a  whale  is  not  really  a  fish,  and  it  is  not  the 
most  startling  of  the  collection  in  my  South  Sea 
note- book  ;  but  let  it  go  as  a  fish  story,  and  after 
I  have  compelled  belief  in  it,  I  may  have  courage 
to  tell  the  others. 

Maori  lore  is  full  of  strange  legends,  in  which 
myth  and  truth  are  so  interwoven  that  no  man  can 
unravel  them,  and  one  of  them  is  curiously  sug- 
gestive of  this  most  modern  development  of  whale 
fishery.  Many  of  these  Maori  legends  have  to  do 
with  a  monster  called  "  Taniwha,"  which  is  usually 
described  as  a  gigantic  crocodile,  although  it  has 
been  many  centuries  since  any  of  the  Polynesian 
race  can  have  had  direct  knowledge  of  the  existence 
of  such  an  animal.  The  Taniwha  of  Maori  legend, 
however,  is  not  a  fixed  type,  but  may  be  any  sort 
of  monstrous  beast,  reptile  or  marine  creature  of 
ferocious  disposition  and  terrifying  aspect,  super- 
stitiously  feared,  and  often  half  worshipped  by 
the  imaginative  Polynesian. 
This  is  the  tale  of  two  Taniwhas,  which  were 


guardian  monsters  of  two  Maori  "tribes,  ono'on'the 
east  coast  and  one  on  the  west  coast  of  the  North 
Island  of  New  Zealand,  in  ancient  times.  The 
Taniwha,  living  in  the  Bay  o£,  Lslands,  once  went 
a-roving  to  see  a  bit  of  the  world,  and  swam  around 
the  North  Gape  to  the  west  coast,  where  he  met  the 
other  Taniwha  and  had  a  fine  time.  The  wandering 
Taniwha  professed  to  be  very  grateful  for  the  hos- 
pitahty  and  kind  attention  nho^vn  to  him,  and  when 
the  time  for  him  to  return  home  arrived,  he  pressed 
the  other  to  accompany  him,  promising  to  show 
him  many  interesting  things  and  to  make  his  visit 
a  continuous  round  of  pleasure,"  or  perhaps 
one  grand  sw  eet  song. ' '  The  guileless  and  amiable 
west  coast  Taniwha  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
away  the  two  friends  swam  around  the  North  Cape 
and  down  the  east  coast  to  the  Bay  of  Islands. 

But  the  wandering  Taniwha  was  a  treacherous 
villain.  He  lured  his  unsuspecting  guest  to  a  place 
where  the  Maoris  had  spread  a  great  net,  and  the 
visitor  was  caught,  pulled  ashore,  and  killed  by  the 
people,  who  made  a  great  feast  of  his  carcase.  The 
most  contemptuous  insult  a  Maori  could  put  upon 
an  enemy  was  to  bake  and  eat  him,  and  of  course 
the  eating  of  a  guardian  Taniwha  was  a  monstrous 
insult  to  his  people.  War  ensued,  and  I  believe 
the  tribes  ate  each  other  up  and  passed  out  of 
history. 

Now,  whether  that  legend  of  the  Taniwhas  is  as 
old  as  it  is  said  to  be,  or  is  of  recent  origin  and  based 
upon  some  Maori  story-teller's  observation  of  the 
whale  fishing  at  Wangamumu,  is  matter  for  specu- 
lation. If  it  is  really  an  ancient  tale  as  it  stands, 
and  not  a  modern  evolution  of  folk  lore,  it  is  a 
strangely  prophetic  product  of  Maori  imagination, 
for  right  where  the  Taniwha  was  caught  in  a  net 
the  white  man  to-day  nets  whales  on  their  way 
around  the  North  Cape  during  the  mating  season. 

Wangamumu  is  a  httle  bay  on  the  east  coast,  a 
few  miles  south  of  a  prominent  cape,  which  juts 
out  to  the  north-east,  and  might  easily  be  mistaken 
for  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  the  North  Island. 
During  May  and  June  the  Antarctic  whale  migrates 
north  into  warmer  waters,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  there  is  some  set  of  currents  around  the  head- 
land of  Wangamumu  which  deceives  him  into 
seeking  a  passage  into  the  Tasman  Sea  by  boring 
into  the  shore  at  that  point.  Whatever  may  be 
the  cause,  the  fact  is  that  schools  of  whales  hug  the 
shore,  and  pass  very  close  to  a  great  jutting  rock 
at  Wangamumu. 

Straight  out  into  the  sea  from  the  point  of  rocks 
is  stretched  the  whale  net,  made  of  ^in.  wire  rope 
in  6ft.  mesh,  each  mesh  being  formed  of  separate 
sections  of  rope  attached  to  iron  corner  rinas 
taking  the  places  of  knots.  The  top  edge  of  the  net 
IS  held  close  to  the  surface  by  barrels  serving  as 
buoys.  A  whale  cruising  along  the  shore  gets  his 
head  through  a  mesh,  and  instead  of  attempting 
to  back  out,  he  rushes  forward  and  entangles 
himself  hopelessly  in  the  net.  From  a  look-out 
station  on  the  top  of  the  headland  a  watcher 
signals  the  approach  of  whales,  and  the  boats 
then  put  off  and  he  in  wait.  An  entangled 
whale  carries  away  the  net  with  his  rush,  but  the 
great  ^veight  of  the  wire  rope  and  the  drag  of  a 
long  hne  of  buoys  impede  him,  and  instead  of 
heading  out  to  sea  and  going  away  at  gi-eat  speed 
with  the  whole  outfit,  he  thrashes  about  and  soon 
gets  fins  and  flukes  entangled,  when  the  boat  ap- 
proaches and  the  whalers  finish  the  business  with 
harpoon  and  lance,  as  in  the  old  daj's. 

For  this  Mork  the  whole  style  whale  boat  is  used, 
but  besides  netting  whales  close  to  shore,  the  men 
of  Wangamumu  hunt  them  in  the  open  sea,  and  in 
that  branch  of  their  business  they  use  powev  launches 
and  harpoon  guns,  although  they  do  not  hesitate  to 
put  off  m  open  boats,  M'hen  a  school  of  whales  is 
sighted,  attack  with  hand-harpoons  in  the  old  way, 
and  take  a  tow  to  sea  at  the  end  of  a  hundred 
fathoms  of  hne,  as  did  the  men  of  New  Bedford 
and  Nantucket  in  the  days  that  have  gone. 

The  rest  of  this  fish  storv  has  to  do  with  the 
towing  ashore  of  the  Idll,  the'^cutthig  up  and  trying 
out,  and  the  reduction  of  bone  and  refuse  to  fer- 
tiliser and  fuel.  That  is  the  prosaic  part  of  the 
Wangamumu  whale  fishery,  and  it  is  accompanied 
and  characterised  by  an  "  awesome  stink." 

But  you  see  they  do  catch  whales  with  nets 
in  New  Zealand.— Allen  Kelly,  in  Forest  and 
otream. 


LrrrLE  Gikl  (to  chemist):  "A  pennyworth  of 
pills,  please.  Chemist :  "  Anti-bilious  ?  "  Little 
girl :  "No,  sir,  uncle."— ik)ndon  Opinvm. 
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ONE  HUNDREDWEIGHT  OF  CAEP. 

I  DO  not  wish  to  startle  you  with  the  cabovo 
heading,  but  they  consisted  of  sixteen  fish  from 
51b.  to  91b.  8oz.,'  four  largest  37lb.  8oz.  It  may 
interest  many  anglers  to  learn  the  way  I  caught 
them.  The  majority  I  took  ledgering  with  paste 
and  patience,  for  without  the  latter  do  not  try  to 
catoh  carp— I  am  only  speaking  of  specimen  iish. 

It  took  me  ten  seasons  to  catch  the  above  fish, 
about  ten  to  twelve  evenings  each  season.  I  am 
not  going  to  mention  how  many  fish  I  lost,  but  I 
know  by  the  pull  of  a  few  that  some  exceeded  the 
weight  of  those  which  I  have  landed,  and  should 
you  be  fortunate  enough  to  land  one  fish  in  every 
three  you  hook  you  may  think  yourself  lucky.  I 
mostly  fish  with  two  rods  (Hght  spinning  rods, 
although  I  believe  one  line  is  only  a  dummy  as 
the  bait  might  be  resting  in  the  mud  or  in  a  patch 
of  weed),  10ft.  to  lOift.,  3Jin.  centre-pin  reel. 
No.  4  Nottingham  twist,  1yd.  strong  gut,  one  No.  9 
triangle  hook.  I  tie  a  piece  of  gut  about  |yd.  from 
the  hook,  to  which  I  attach  four  No.  1  shot,  which 
does  not  weaken  the  gut  bottom,  for  with  these 
larger  fish  you  have  to  take  every  precaution 
against  breakage. 

I  mostly  select  a  swim  or  place  near  weeds,  for 
I  have  never  had  much  sport  where  there  are  not 
any  (I  am  only  speaking  of  still  waters).  After 
fixing  your  tackle  together  and  baiting  your  hook 
with  a  piece  of  paste,  squeeze  about  l|oz.  of 
ground-bait  on  the  shot — bran  and  bread,  not 
pollard  and  bread,  as  that  is  too  hard  and  will 
not  wash  off  the  hne — then  cast  your  lines  well  out, 
and  have  both  rods  at  your  feet  resting,  each  on 
a  forked  stick,  with  the  points  about  Gin.  above 
the  water.  Make  sure  that  your  lines  are  straight 
from  the  bait,  and  leave  about  1yd.  of  slack  line 
near  your  reel,  with  half  a  tram  ticket  slit  and 
attached  to  the  ruiming  line.  When  you  get  a 
"move "  do  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  strike ;  it  mostly 
moves  a  few  inches  in  fits  and  starts.  If  it  should 
travel  slowly  away,  lift  your  rod  and  strike  (the 
ticket  flies  off  when  you  strike  ;  do  not  touch 
your  line  with  your  hand)  by  placing  your  right 
hand  on  face  of  the  reel  and  your  left  about  ^yd. 
from  reel.  You  will  soon  find  the  handles  of  reel, 
and  gather  up  slack  line,  if  any,  when  striking. 
Directly  you  feel  the  fish  place  butt-end  in  your 
groin  and  wind  on  him  for  all  the  tackle  is  worth, 
for  if  you  let  him  weed  you  I  doubt  whether  you 
will  grass  him,  but  should  he  do  so  pull  and  tug 
all  sorts  of  ways  to  try  and  dislodge  him.  If  you 
cannot  you  will  mostly  find  in  a  short  time  the 
line  come  clear  with  perhaps  nothing  lost  but  the 
fish.  Then  you  will  say,  "  How  can  they  rid  them- 
selves of  a  triangle  hook  ?  " 

I  might  mention  that  I  have  landed  nearly  all 
my  fish  myself — not  that  I  thmk  it  very  great ;  you 
can  do  it  just  as  well  as  I  if  you  have  the  reel 
fixed  about  12Ln.  from  the  butt  end ;  you  can 
govern  the  rod  and  reel  with  the  right  hand  while 
netting  with  the  left.  If  he  should  make  another 
rush  (more  hkely  than  not)  take  your  finger  pres- 
sure a  little  off  the  reel  and  let  him  have  a  little 
hne,  for  without  it  the  rush  of  the  fish  mostly 
causes  his  liberty.  I  have  seen  several  fish  lost 
through  bad  management  of  net,  also  through  not 
playing  them  from  the  reel,  and  those  that  do  it 
cannot  know  what  the  reel  was  made  for.  When 
you  land  your  own  fish  it  is  best  to  have  nothing 
shorter  than  a  6ft.  handle.  Should  you  not  have 
had  a  run  after  your  baits  have  rested  about  three 
hours,  pull  your  lines  in,  and  repeat  what  I  have 
previously  stated.  Paste  should  be  made  in  a 
clean  cloth  with  clean  hands,  and  wash  your 
hands  each  time  you  bait.  Paste  properly  made 
should  keep  on  the  hook  three  or  four  hours ;  it 
must  not  be  too  hard,  or  else  you  cannot  bring  the 
hook  through  when  you  strike.  If  too  soft  the 
bait  flies  off  when  casting. 

There  are  many  things  you  can  make  paste  with  : 
French  roll,  sponge  cake,  biscuits,  potato,  etc.; 
but  by  my  experience  a  piece  of  clean  paste  is  as 
good,  if  not  better,  than  any  other.  There  are 
many  other  baits,  but  by  using  them  you  are 
troubled  by  other  fish.  A  lobworm  is  a  good  bait 
if  only  carp  are  in  the  water,  and  then  you  will 
find  paste  take  the  largest  fish. 

Do  not  leave  your  rods,  for  most  likely  while 
you  are  away  you  may  have  a  run,  and  if  you  are 
not  there  to  strike  at  the  right  time  you  cannot 
expect  to  hook  him. 

I  have  known  them  to  move  the  ticket  one  or 
two  inches,  and  it  has  been  nearly  one  hour  before 


they  have  run  off  with  it,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  they  have  not  given  me  any  warning  (I 
have  not  had  time  to  stoop,  but  chanced  it  to  pick 
up  rod) — they  have  run  right  off  with  it,  and  the 
line  has  never  got  foul ;  by  the  way,  I  have  laid  it 
on  the  ground. 

If  you  cannot  oast  a  long  line,  practise  on  a 
common  or  green,  for  most  waters  where  carp 
abound  are  shallow,  and  the  less  you  disturb  the 
water  the  more  certain  your  sport. 

I  admit  I  have  been  a  long  time  catching  Icwt., 
but  I  never  go  farther  than  Hampton  Court,  and  I 
have  never  baited  a  place  previous  to  fishing. 

RiCHD.  W.  Wellman. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Bej)orts  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  j)ost  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (56  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „    ,,    Putney.  a^hJ^^   „    „  Richmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „    „   Barnes.  {85   „    „  Teddington. 

Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiaa  Water  at  London  BKmoE. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,     Nov.  17    2.  2    2.23 

Sunday,  „     18   2.46    3.  8 

Monday,         „     19    3.31    3.55 

Tuesday,        „     20    4.21    4.4G 

Wednesday,   „     21    5.  9   

Thursday,       „     22    6.  2   

Friday,  „     23    7.  2   

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  too  much  coloured  during  the  week  to  enable 
anglers  to  get  many  fish,  but  now  the  general  toning 
down  is  starting  and  prospects  for  the  week-end  are 
good.  There  is,  however,  a  lot  of  heavy  water  to 
come  down  from  the  upper  reaches  and  many  sluices 
are  open,  cauising  a  good  stream.  The  heavy  push 
of  water  was  badly  needed,  and  will  do  an  immense 
amoimt  of  good.  Roach  fishing  should  now  show 
better  results  both  for  punt  and  bank  anglers.  The 
best  basket  of  Thames  roach  during  last  week  was 
one  of  38lb.,  made  by  Mr.  Mitchell  Hedges,  out  in 
the  Marlow  waters.  It  is  also  reported  that  a  roach 
of  2lb.  15oz.  has  been  caught  at  Walton. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Teddingfton  Weir).— After  the  heavy 
flush  of  water  the  fishing  ought  to  improve.  It  is 
fining  down  rapidly  now.  I  have  been  getting  some 
roach,  and  bream  up  to  3lb.  I  had  three  days  down 
on  the  Avon  with  Mr.  Scott  Miller,  near  Downton. 
On  the  last  day  I  got  twenty-eight  roach,  weighing 
41  lb.,  three  largest  2lb.  each.  On  the  second  day  1 
had  nineteen  runs,  and  landed  twelve  jack,  large3t 
12lb.  Sydney  McBride  got  301b.  of  roach  on  Nov.  10, 
which  ought  to  begin  to  feed  now. — W.  McBride. 

Thames  (Wraysbury). — The  river  was  in  flood 
last  week  end,  but  is  now  lower,  and  there  should  be  no 
more  trouble  with  floating  weeds.  The  roach  have 
been  feeding  well  in  the  thick  water.  I  have  had 
some  nice  bags  of  good  size  fish,  best  lib.,  2oz., 
and  a  few  good  perch.  As  soon  as  the  water  clears 
there  should  be  a  good  chance  for  some  more  chub. 
— P.  Beown. 

Botti8h»m  Iiooka  (Waterbeaoh).  —  Sport 
amongst  the  pike  has  much  improved,  with 
settled  weather  after  heavy  rains,  which  have  given 
the  river  a  good  flushing.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out,  and  three,  four,  and  five 
fish  have  been  had  to  a  rod  in  a  short 
time  angling  with  five-bait,  which  can  be  had  on 
the  spot.  Largest  pike  during  the  week  8lb.  4oz. 
Water  has  now  got  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  is 
of  good  colour  and  condition. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  keeps 
up  fairly  weU  considering  the  time  of  the  year. 
Rain  has  been  followed  by  several  sharp  frosts,  and 
there  is  again  a  likelihood  of  rain,  the  glass  having 
fallen  somewhat.  Several  cormorants — which  are  a 
terror  to  small  fish— have  been  caught. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Teign  Board  of  Cori- 
seivators  have  given  usual  formal  notice  of  their 
intention  to  apply  to  the  Board  for  sanction  to 
alter  the  close  season,  as  reported  in  these  notes  a 
few  weeks  ago.  The  Admiralty  have  effected  what 
might  well  be  called  a  compromise,  in  connection 
with  the  use  of  Start  Bay  as  a  range  for  big  gun 
firing  by  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  they  have 
intimated  officially  "that  it  has  been  de- 
cided not  to  lay  down  permanent  moor- 
ings for  a  fixed  target  range  in  Start  Bay,  and 


gun  firing  will  be  carried  out  there  in  future  only 
between  Nov.  1  and  March  31,  during  which  period 
every  precaution  will  be  taken  to  avoid  interference 
with  the  fishing  interests."  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay, 
M.P.,  and  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee, 
of  which  Mr.  Edward  Windeatt,  C.C.,  is  the  able 
chairman,  have  been  mostly  instrumental  in  getting 
this  concession,  and  they  have  argued  all  along 
that  the  firing  in  the  bay  has  had  considerable 
deleterious  effect  on  the  fishing,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  if  there  is  to  be  much  more  inter- 
ference with  the  fishing  interests  the  little  vil- 
lages of  Hallsands,  Beesands,  etc.,  dotted  along 
the  south  coast  will  soon  be  extinguished.  It  is 
well  known  that  Hallsands  has  already  suffered 
great  damage  by  the  incoming  seas,  caused  through 
the  removal  of  shingle  and  sand  at  the  instance  of 
the  Government,  consequently,  this  latest  incursion 
is  being  fought  desparately  by  the  little  community 
and  those  gentlemen  acting  on  their  behalf.  There 
seems  little  doubt  but  that  the  firing  interferes  with 
the  fishing,  and  surely  the  Admiralty  can  find 
another  suitable  spot  rather  than  ruin  an  industry 
which  has  existed  for  many  generations.  There  is 
still  a  feeling  that  the  whole  of  the  firing  should 
be  stopped,  and  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Council 
will  meet  this  week,  and  discuss  the  situation  in 
its  present  form. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — With  the  absence  of  rain  for  a 
week,  the  river  has  settled  down  and  been  in  fishing 
order.  Sport  has  consequently  improved.  In 
the  Warwick  Hall  water  Mr.  C.  Tiddell  has 
killed  seven  fish  from  lOlb.  to  221b.,  Mr.  T. 
Y.  Bramwell  three,  the  heaviest  301b. ;  Mr. 
Broadhurst  one,  201b.,  and  Mr.  Hall  one  of  9lb. 
In  the  Crossby  water  the  only  fish  reported  is  one  of 
161b.,  caught  by  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough.  In  the  Rickerby 
water  Miss  Eva  Maclnver  one  of  91b.,  Rev.  John 
Maclnver  one  of  91  b.,  and  Rev.  C.  T.  Home  one  of 
181b.  In  the  Corby  water,  Mr.  F.  W.  Branson 
two,  171b.,  21  lb.  Mr.  Johnston  two,  and 
Elliot,  the  keeper,  one.  Mr.  Wilson  had 
one,  221b.,  at  Holme  End.  In  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion's waters,  Mr.  T.  Catterell,  one,  19lb.  ;  Mr.  Joseph 
Fox,  one,  151b.;  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Birkett,  one,  91b. 
In  the  Cargo  and  Rockcliffe  waters.  Mr.  Mason  had 
three,  201b.,  201b.,  and  241b.  ;  Mr.  R.  B.  Lock- 
hart,  ten,  heaviest  241b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mason 
Scott,  four,  heaviest,  181b.  It  will  be  seen  that 
sport  has  again  been  the  best  below  Carlisle,  but  fish 
are  now  showing  in  all  the  reaches.  The  most 
striking  feature  this  autumn  is  the  number  of  small 
fish  landed,  evidently  belated  grilse.  I  believe  that 
only  eight  of  the  above  were  taken  with  fly. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (£xeter)i — The  rivers  have  been 
in  full  flood,  and  the  salmon  have  been  able  to 
ascend  to  the  usual  spawning  grounds,  with  the 
result  that  the  prospects  for  next  season  seem 
favourable.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week  some 
pike,  perch,  and  roach  were  caught  in  the 
river  and  canal,  mostly  in  the  latter,  but  since 
the  introduction  of  the  limit  for  coarse  fish  a  number 
of  fish  have  been  returned  to  grow  to  a  better  size. 
Mr.  Prickman's  establishment  is  now  closed,  and  he 
has  retired  from  the  business,  but  his  employees 
have  been  taken  on  by  Messrs.  Webber  and  Son, 
so  that  the  same  excellence  of  workmanship  and 
anglers'  requirements  will  be  well  catered  for. 
Mullet  fishing  has  still  been  very  good  and  fair  catches 
have  been  made  by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Snelgrove, 
White,  Beck,  Popkin,  Bastins,  (two)  Perrys  (three), 
Retallick,  and  others.  0  wing  to  the  steamer  Rook  dis- 
charging coal  in  the  dock,  and  several  vessels  being 
moved  from  their  permanent  moorings,  there  has 
been  a  lull,  but  to-day  (Nov.  14)  the  chances  are 
hopeful.  Pollack  have  been  caught  with  fly  and 
rag  worm  at  the  pier,  jetty,  and  dock,  also  at  Star- 
cross,  and  when  the  tides  begin  to  make  good  sport 
is  looked  forward  to. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — The  Lea  was  in  good 
condition  on  Nov.  14  for  all-round  sport,  and  some 
nice  roach  and  other  fish  are  being  caught. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Luffg;  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —Both  streams 
have  been  running  higher  and  more  coloured 
than  they  have  been  for  months  since  the  heavy 
rains  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  angling  this 
week  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill.  The 
weather  has  been  very  cold,  and  the  fish 
ha\'e  not  been  moving  at  all  weU.  The  water  is 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  should  be  in  order  by 
the  end  of  the  week,  and  sport  should  be  good  with 
fly  and  grasshopper.  The  Pinsley  is  in  fair  order.— 
Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  is  now  back 
in  the  river.  We  have  just  had  what  we  wanted — 
a  good  flush  that  has  washed  everything  out,  and 
made  ledgering  and  all  bottom-fishing  just  right. 
Some  very  good  roach  have  been  had  by  several 
gentlemen  out  during  the  high  water,  but  now  that 
it  has  gone  back  we  shall  get  some  good  pike,  as 
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everything  points  to  a  good  pike  season  now,  and 
there  are  plenty  about. — A.  Scabd. 

Onse  (St.  Ives.  Hunts). — At  last  the  Ouse 
is  once  more  having  a  good  scouring  out  as  the 
recent  heavy  rains  have  brought  out  the  floods, 
practicaUy  covering  all  the  low-lying  Fen  lands 
between  Buckinghamshire  and  King's  Lynn.  When 
the  waters  have  once  again  got  between  the  banks 
of  the  river  then  roach  anglers  ought  to  be  full  of 
pleasure  by  the  capture  of  those  aldermanic  roach 
that  are  gliding  by  the  little  quiet  lay-byes  and 
eddies  for  the  dainty  morsels  in  the  shape  of  a  nice 
scoured  tail-end  of  a  lob,  or  a  bunch  of  good  fat 
gentles,  or  the  enticing  bunch  of  reds  or  brandlings. 
All  these  sublime  conditions  ought  to  be  in  evidence 
by  Saturday,  Nov.  17,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
following  week  pike  and  perch  ought  to  be  taken 
as  the  water  ought  then  to  be  in  a  nice  condition  for 
live  baiting  or  paternostering.  I  should  say  that 
prospects  of  all  kinds  of  angling  are  really  good 
for,  say,  Thursday,  Nov.  22,  and  onward.  We  are 
expecting  shortly  to  restock  our  waters  with  some 
good  roach,  king  carp,  and  perch,  and  can  only 
hope  that  the  introduction  of  such  new  blood  may 
have  the  desired  effect,  and  give  to  our  many  patrons 
the  sport  they  and  their  friends  desire  and  deserve. 
— Edward  Collinson,  Hon.  Sec. 

Rother  (Sussex). — The  rain  has  ceased  just  in 
time.  The  Rother  is  high  walled  all  through  the 
marshes,  and  the  upper  part  is  walled  in  more  than 
it  used  to  be,  consequently  the  water  comes  down 
quickly.  Fortunately,  it  stopped  just  in  time  some 
2ft.  below  the  top  of  the  wall,  and  is  going  down 
rapidly.  I  hope  that  before  long  the  water  will  be 
in  better  condition  for  angling  than  it  has  been  for  a 
long  period.  Fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question. 
— Thomas  Daws,  Secretary  to  the  Rother  Fishery 
Association. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chioliester  Canal.— There 
is  a  marked  change  in  things  meteorological.  Jupiter 
Pluvius  has  stayed  his  hand,  and  sunshine  has 
gladdened  all  hearts.  Anglers  have  been  enabled  to 
onc3  again  indulge  in  their  favourite  pastime,  and 
foimd  the  rivers  fining  down  and  the  better  for  a 
good  clearance.  Pike  have  been  feeding  in  most 
districts.  On  Nov.  11  Mr.  J.  Burgess,  of  the  Tra- 
falgar Anglers,  Brighton,  secured  a  brace  of  nice  pike, 
from  the  Ouse  at  Isfield,  one  of  121b.  8oz.  and  one 
of  101b.  6oz.  Fishing  at  Barcombe  Mills,  Mr.  A. 
Snelgrove  captured  a  few  perch,  the  best  fish 
weighing  over  1  lb.  Mr.  W.  Marley  and  a  friend 
had  a  nice  bag  of  dace  and  roach  from  the  Adur. 
The  Cuckraere  was  running  very  strong,  and 
was  highly  coloured  and  fishing  unremunerative. 
My  remarks  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  re  pike  in 
Chichester  Canal  have  soon  been  verified.  Mr. 
Gilmore,  of  Chichester,  on  Nov.  9,  secured  a  pike 
of  41b.,  and  from  the  same  spot,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Monday,  Nov.  13,  captured  a  hand- 
some fish,  measuring  32in.,  and  weighing  91b. 
8oz.,  taken  with  roach  on  live  gorge  tackle. 
Several  smaller  fish  have  been  captured  lower  down 
the  water;  also  perch  up  to  21b.  loz.,  bream  of 
close  upon  21b.,  and  quantities  of  smaller  fish.  Mr. 
Gilmore,  on  Nov.  14,  secured  a  small  fish  below  the 
basin. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  rather  high,  and  has  been  muddy  and 
quite  out  of  order  for  fishing  up  to  Monday,  owing 
to  the  heavy  rains  at  the  end  of  last  week.  The 
water  is  now  going  down,  and  it  is  now  cold 
and  foggy.  If  it  keeps  fine  there  should  be 
a  prospect  of  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
On  Nov.  12  an  angler  was  out  after  pike  and 
landed  a  small  one  with  live  bait,  and  fish  from  31b. 
to  61b.  have  been  taken.  The  flush  of  water  will  do 
good  as  it  will  wash  the  leaves  away,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  week  grayling  will  be  on  the  feed  again. 
Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  have  been  coloured,  but 
are  now  clearing. — S.  Lddlow. 

Torcross  Ley. — Weather  fine.  No  one  fishing 
this  week.  Last  week  the  fishing  was  very  good.  On 
Nov.  6,  Messrs.  Salsbury  and  son  (two  rods)  caught 
204  perch  and  rudd  and  three  pike ;  on  Nov.  7.  Mr. 
Barker  caught  sixty-seven  perch  and  rudd  and  five 
pike ;  on  Nov.  9,  Mr.  Mitchell  caught  fifty-three 
perch  and  rudd  and  four  pike. — W.  Viokery. 

Trent  (Newark^. — During  the  week  the  river 
underwent  another  change,  on  Friday,  Nov.  9,  the 
heaviest  water  for  months  coursing  down,  and  up- 
setting angling  calculations.  It,  however,  quickly 
receded  and  on  Monday  were  fishable  on  the  sloping 
gravels,  and  some  chub  and  other  fish  came  from 
the  lower  lengths,  best  2!b.  8Joz.,  by  Mr.  Shuman. 
A  few  good  dace,  heaviest  9Joz.,  eight  lots,  fell  to  Mr. 
Bentley's  rod,  but  still  angling  is  far  from  satis- 
factory in  the  Newark  district.  Small  pike  are 
occasionally  bagged,  but  nothing  worth  special 
mention,  and  a  frost  might  prove  beneficial. — W.M. 
Ball. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring; 

Rivers, — The  last  few  nights'  frost  has  done  much 
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for  the  grayling  fisher;  the  Till  is  running  into 
fine  condition.  A  few  fish  have  been  killed  with 
fly  and  worm.  The  grayling  are  not  yet  in 
good  condition,  and  I  should  say  December 
to  January  is  the  best  time  to  catch 
this  fish  at  its  best.  Winter  fishers  will  find  the 
Till  well  worth  a  visit.  The  river  is  well  stocked 
and  the  fish  are  gamesters.  You  will  find  comfort- 
able quarters  at  Mr.  Fitzgerald's,  Percy  Arms, 
Chatton,  200  yards  from  river,  and  about  three 
miles  of  good  fishing. — Henry  A.  Murton. 

Wye  and  Dervent  (Derbyshire).  —The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  order  for  the  fly  since  Nov.  10, 
and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
have  had  fairly  good  sport.  Those  gentlemen  who 
have  fished  the  Wye  obtained  baskets  ranging  from 
two  to  five  brace,  mostly  good-sized  grayling. 
The  higher  portions  of  the  Derwent,too,  have  afforded 
even  better  creels,  up  to  six  and  seven  brace  have 
been  taken,  the  wet  fly  superseding  the  dry.  The 
Darleydale  Club's  water  has  not  yielded  so  well,  as 
only  a  brace  or  two  have  been  secured  that  I  can  hear 
of.  On  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's portion  of  this  river  the  members  have  fared 
worse,  as  the  streams  are  too  heavy.  The  What- 
standwell  length  has  yielded  a  few  grayling  and  a  fair 
lot  of  perch  and  roach,  taken  with  minnows,  worms 
and  maggots  for  bait.  The  prospect  is  fairly  good, 
as  the  weather  is  more  settled,  with  a  little  frost 
at  night.  Useful  flies,  Apple  Green,  Red  Tag, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Needle  Fly,  Furnace  Fly,  Grey 
Palmer  and  Hare's  Ear. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derweut,  Oase, 
etc.  (Yorksi. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  a 
decided  change  in  the  weather,  at  night  there  has 
been  a  slight  frost,  and  during  the  daytime  the 
atmosphere  has  been  much  colder  than  lately.  All 
our  rivers  and  their  tributaries  are  now  running  in 
fine  condition,  and  during  the  next  few  days  sport 
should  be  very  good  as  the  beds  of  the  main 
rivers  have  had  a  good  scouring  out,  which 
was  required  before  good  sport  could  be 
expected.  The  Wharfe  is  now  in  excellent 
condition.  In  the  upper  reaches  a  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  at  Grassington,  Burnsall, 
Barden,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Ilkley.  Sport,  on 
the  whole,  has  been  fair,  and  some  nice  baskets 
of  grayling  have  been  got  principally  with 
swimming  the  maggot  and  worm.  In  the 
districts  of  Harewood,  Woddhall,  and  CoUingham 
the  water  has  been  in  excellent  condition,  and  some 
fine  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  had.  On  Saturday 
and  Monday  one  angler  got  close  upon  a  score  of 
nice  grayling  with  the  worm  each  day  at  CoUing- 
ham. In  the  lower  reaches  at  Boston  Spa  a  few 
grayling  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  The  best 
cast  of  flies  has  been  Red  Tag,  Dark  Needle,  Snipe 
and  Purple  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  At  Tadcaster 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  therefore 
there  is  very  little  to  report,  but  if  the 
present  weather  continues  anglers  can  look  forward 
to  having  some  nice  sport  amongst  the  chub,  roach, 
dace,  and  pike.  The  River  Derwent,  on  Nov.  10, 
was  running  very  high — in  fact,  over  its  banks  in 
places  ;  a  few  anglers  were  out,  sport  on  the  whole 
was  only  moderate  ;  Messrs.  Gorrill  and  Bazley  paid 
a  visit  to  Yedingham,  but  to  find  the  river  too  full 
to  do  any  good ;  however,  they  managed  to  get  a  few 
dace  in  the  quiet  eddies.  Very  few  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  Nidd ;  now  this  stream  has  had 
a  good  clearing  some  nice  sport  should  be  met  with 
coarse  fish  in  the  lower  reaches."  The  River  Aire  has 
had  a  good  clearing  out,  and  in  the  upper  reaches 
a  few  baskets  of  grayling  have  been  caught  in  the 
district  of  Skipton  and  Gargrave.  The  Yore  is  in 
good  order,  and  the  prospects  for  the  week  end  are 
brighter  than  at  any  time  during  this  season. — 
JpoN  E.  Miller. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — Dee,  Bos,  etc. — The 
floods  are  subsiding  on  tho  Dc;j  and  Spey,  but  the 
Don  is  still  all  over  it?  banks.  Such  spates  have  not 
been  experienced  for  ten  years  now.  When  the 
waters  roach  their  normal  level  spawning  will  com- 
mence. There  is  a  good  head  of  fish  well  forward 
in  the  main  streams,  while  the  side  streams  are  also 
heavily  stocked,  and  an  excellent  spawning  season 
is  now  well  a-sured.  Her  Royal  Highnes?  the 
Duchess  of  Fife  left  Mar  Lodge  on  Monday  for 
the  south.  Her  autumn  angling  has  this  year  been 
of  little  accoimt,  and  .«he  was  only  able  to  spend  a 
few  days  at  the  river  when  she  was  laid  a^ide.  It  is 
hoped  that  thecliange  to  the  south  may  fully  restore 
her  again  to  her  wonted  good  healtli  and  spirits. 
Angling  waters  on  the  Dee  and  Don  are  now  being 
sought  for  in  view  of  the  coming  season.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  past  week's  sport  has 
not  been  so  good  as  anticipated  in  the  Border  rivers, 
though  salmon  are  pretty  plentiful  in  the  .Annan, 
Nith,  and  TTrr.  The  water  has  been  fining  down 
rapidly  since  Monday  last,  and  fish  have  only  been 
rising  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  Annan. — Fishing 
in  the  Howes  pool  on  Saturday  afternoon  last  the 
Rev.  .1.  C.  Hicks  landed  a  salmon  of  1 0.Ub.  with  a  blue 
phantomj  minnow.  Tn  the  Brewery  Pool,  on  the 
evening  of  Nov.  9,  Mr.  .James  Dixon  had  a  small 
fish  of  7ilb.  with  sand-eel  bait.  Miss  Rae,  of 
Wynd  Place,  had  a  long  fight  with  a  splendid 
salmon  in  the  Brewery  Pool  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  12.  The  fish,  which  was  clean  run  from  the 
sea,  gave  a  great  deal  of  play,  and  when  played  out 
the  young  lady  accidentally  let  the  top  of  her  rod 
down  when  the  fish  was  making  its  last  rush,  and  the 
cast  broke.  Miss  Rae  hooked  and  lost  another  good 
salmon  in  the  same  pool  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Oct.  13.  Mr.  David  C.  Loudon  caught  a  heavy  male 
fish  of  301b.  in  the  Brewery  pool  on  Oct.  12.  This 
one  was  caught  with  a  gudgeon  bait  and  was  landed 
inside  twenty  minutes.  In  the  Brewery  stream  on 
the  same  date  Mr.  W.  Wright  lost  his  sixth  salmon 
of  the  season.  The  Mount  Annan  water  has  fur- 
nished a  number  of  salmon  since  last  week's  notes. 
Captain  Woodburne  took  a  nice  salmon  in  the 
stream  at  the  head  of  the  island  on  Nov.  12  which 
weighed  221b.  Keeper  Riley  one  of  101b.  in  the 
pool  at  the  head  of  the  island.  In  the  Tower  Pool 
on  Nov.  10,  William  Robinson  landed  one  of  8lb.  ' 
with  golden  pheasant  fly.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  the 
proprietor,  caught  a  good  fish  on  the  evening  of 
Nov.  7.  It  was  taken  with  Turkey  Fly  in  the  Back 
of  the  Wood  stream,  and  weighed  1 61b.  In  Castle- 
milk  water,  owned  by  Sir  Robert  Buchanan 
Jardine,  Bart.,  Professor  Stanfield  (Edinburgh) 
landed  a  splendid  salmon,  on  Nov.  10,  which 
weighed  271b.  Mr.  Rae  had  one  of  about  101b., 
and  Mr.  J.  Loudon  one  of  14Hb.  with  a  red  fly. 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Col.  Bell-Irving,  a  guest 
at  the  Castle,  had  a  couple  of  salmon  the  other  day. 
On  Nov.  4,  Keeper  Reid  took  one  of  151b.  On  Nov. 
7,  one  of  111b.,  and  on  Nov.  8  one  of  161b.  A  number 
of  other  salmon  have  been  landed  in  this  portion,  as 
also  in  Hoddom  wa^er.  In  the  Four  Towns  Water 
at  Hightae,  Mr.  J.  Montgomery  killed  one  of  27Jlb. 
In  the  Galabank  pool  at  the  head  of  Mr.  Tweedie's 
holm  on  Nov.  14,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  was  successful 
in  landing  a  salmon  of  21|^lb.  Rain  was  falling  on 
the  night  of  Nov.  14,  so  that  the  prospects  were  not 
promising  for  Nov.  15,  the  closing  day  for  the  Annan. 
There  was  a  fair  show  of  salmon  in  the  tidal 
pools  on  Nov.  14,  but  they  were  very  dour, 
and  would  not  look  at  any  fly  offered  them. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — A  goodly  number  of  sahnon 
have  been  caught  in  this  river  since  last  week's 
report.  On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  R,  Sloan,  Black  Wood 
Mill,  took  one  of  201b.  on  the  Auldgirth  water ; 
Mr.  K.  Dobie  had  one  in  the  Castledykes  pool,  close 
to  the  tovm  of  Dumfries,  on  Nov.  13.  Both 
were  landed  on  a  light-coloured  Brown  Tur- 
key, dressed  by  Mr.  D.  J.  Rae,  Dumfries. 
On  Nov.  12,  Mr.  Dickson,  fishing  his  water  at 
Cowhiel  Tower,  was  successful  in  landing  a  brace  of 
fine  salmon,  weighing  22§lb,  and  20lb.  respectively. 
One  was  caught  with  fly  and  the  other  with 
phantom  minnow.  In  the  Blackwood  portion,  on 
Nov.  6,  Lieut. -Col.  J.  L.  S.  Ewing,  Stroquhan, 
killed  a  fine  clean-run  salmon  in  Forest  Head  pool, 
it  weighed  15lb.  This  fish  was  taken  with  a  Silver 
Doctor  Fly.  Lieut. -Col.  Ewing  had  a  long  en- 
counter with  a  large  salmon  in  the  same  pool  on 
fly,  but  unfortunately  lost  his  fish.  In  Auldgirth 
Water,  on  Nov.  6,  Mr.  R.  Sloan  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  241b.  with  Rae's  Red  Turkey 
Fly.  On  Nov.  9,  on  Carnsalloch  Water,  Mr. 
R.  Palmer,  Woodbank,  Dumfries,  lost  a  good  fish. 
On  Nov.  8  in  the  College  Pool  of  Lincluden  Water, 
Constable  Hastings  killed  a  salmon  of  191b.  In  a  pri- 
vate reach  of  IMid  Nithsdale  Water,  Mr.  Dobie  had  a 
salmon  of  231b.  ;  Mr.  Smith  one  on  Barjarg  Water  of 
201b.  On  Nov. 8  Mr.  EricTayleur  landed  a  good  salmon 
of  19Jlb.,  on  the  Blackwood  water  above  -Auldgirth. 
The  pools  were  rvmning  low  and  clear  in  the  Mi4- 
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Nithsdale  Association  water  on  Nov.  13  and  14,  and 
salmon  were  not  rising  so  freely  to  the  fly.  In  the 
Closeburn  reacli  one  fish  was  caught  on  fly.  Fiiars 
Carse  and  Portrack  stretches  have  yielded  several 
salmon,  the  weights  and  particulars  have,  however, 
not  reached  me  in  time  for  this  report.  Nothing  is 
doing  at  Sanquhar  on  account  of  the  waters  having 
fallen  very  rapidly  since  Saturday  of  last  week. 
One  or  two  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on 
the  lower  Mid  -  Nithsdale  Association  waters. 
The  Galloway  Urp. — This  river  was  in  fair  order 
for  the  fly  last  week  end,  when  a  number  of  salmon 
fell  to  the  rods.  The  pools  are  again  low  and  clear, 
and  the  prospects  are  unpromising  if  no  more  rain 
falls.  The  season  on  the  Urr  does  not  close  until 
Nov.  30.  The  keeper  Swanstone  had  a  splendid 
fish  on  the  Munches  water  on  Nov.  10  which  weighed 
241b.  and  he  had  also  a  smaller  one,  81b.  or  91b. 
Heatherbkll. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivera.— 
Since  my  last  notes  the  above  rivers  have  been,  up 
till  to-day  (Nov.  14),  running  in  various  degrees 
of  volume,  but  now  they  have  at  last  assumed  what 
would  seem  to  be  a  satisfactory  size  to  the  angling 
mind.    We  have  had  a  few  nights'  frost,  and  that 
has  done  much  in  the  way  of  putting  things  right 
in  an  angling  for  salmon  point  of  view.    The  fish 
have  now  seemingly  got  a  rest  from  the  floods  of  a 
fortnight  ago,  and  some  \'ery  good  sport  has  lately 
been  got.     On  the  Floors  upper  water  on  Nov.  12 
last,  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe,  Floors 
Castle,  had  an  excellent  day's  sport,  having  no 
fewer  than  nineteen  fish  to  his  own  rod,  the  weights 
of  which  are  as  yet  not  forward,  and  on  the  same  day 
on  the  Ednam  House  water  Mr.  Lees,  iManchester, 
who  has  1  eased  thi?  stretch  for  the  present  month, 
had  five  fish,  one  of  301b.,  and  one,  a  fine  Norwegian 
specimen,  which  also  turned  the  scale  at  the  same 
weight,  his  other  fish  weighing  from  191b.  down.  As 
stated  in  my  last  notes,  that  anglers  chance  their 
hand  when  the  rivers  seem  all  out  of  order,  and 
not  in  the  least  unpromising  order.  I  may  state 
that,  for  example.  General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home, 
fishing  at  Birgham,  succeeded  in  killing  two  fish, 
and  while  the  water  was  actually  up  to  5ft.  5in., 
on  the  water  gauge  there — a  fact,  perhaps,  never 
before  attempted  or  accomplished.    The  following 
are  the  records  I  have  received  since  last  week  : — On 
Floors  Castle  Lower  Water,  on  Oct.  25,  Captain 
Moljmeux  killed  one  of  91b. ;  the  Hon.  John  Ward, 
on  Oct.  26,  had  a  good   day,  getting  five  fish, 
weighing  I91b.,  191b.,  161b.,  121b.,and  181b.,  and  Lady 
Evelyn  Wood,  on  the  same  day,  had  three  fish,  61b!. 
191b.  and  21  lb. ;  Lady  Herbert  one  of  91b.,  on 
Oct.  30,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Hon.  J.  Ward  had 
three  of  241b.,  101b.,  and  91b.     At  Bolside,  Mr. 
F.  S.  Cockayne  had  a  brace  of  salmon  of  181b.  and 
151b.  respectively,  and  a  grilse  of  6ilb.;     Mr.  A.  R. 
Whatman  had  also  two  salmon  and  one  grilse,  the 
the  weights  of  which  were  151b.,  181b.,  and  71b.  Mr.W. 
Miller,  fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  171b.;  Mr. Holmes^ 
fisherman,  had  a  salmon  of  81b.,  on  the  Friday' 
Mebtown  Water   (leased  by  Mr.  C.  B.  Balfour 
of  Merston-Don),  M.P.— Gen.  the  Right  Hon  Sir 
R.  Buller,  V.C.,  G.C.B.,  etc.,  had  an  81b.  grilse, 
and  later  on  he  had  a  sea-trout  of  7|lb.  Major- 
General  Sir  Mildmay  Wilson,  K.C.B.,  killed  a  71b. 
grilse,  and  on  Oct.  26  he  had  seven  fish,  of  19ilb 
171b.,  171b..  151b.,  131b.  131b.,  and  S^lb.  On  the  same 
date  Gen.  Buller  had  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  241b 
On  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Ernest  Chaplin  killed  four  salmon 
of  281b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  61b.,  and  one  of  81b  on 
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P.  Lucas  killed  seven  fish  on  Oct.  24,  the  weights 
were  (of  salmon)  181b.,  201b.,  and  121b.,  and  three 
grilse  of  91b.,  91b.  and  8|lb.  respectively.  On  the  same 
day  Major  Armstrong  had  one  salmon  of  151b  and 
a  brace  of  grilse  of  7|]b.  and  4ilb.  On  Nov.  25 
Mrs.  Lucas  had  an  181b.  salmon,  and  Mr.  G.  W. 
Henderson  three  fish,  one  i  salmon!  of  16pb.,  one 
17ilb.,  one  of  g^lb.,  and  one  grilse  of  71b.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  and  ;Mr3.  Lucas  had  four  salmon, 
weighing  26^-lb.,  161b.,  161b..  and  1 1  lb.  respectively 
and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  81b.  and  8Jlb.  each.  On 
Nov.  30  Mrs.  Lucas  had  six  fish— four  salmon  and  a 
brace  of  grilse;  salmon,  I71b..  191b.,  201b.,  231b., 
71b.  and  81b.,  last  two  weights  of  grilse.  Same 
day,  Mr.  S.  W.  Henderson,  one  161b.  salmon 
Makerstodn  Water.— On  October  20,  Mr  G 
Wood,  one  salmon,  191b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Fairbairn,  a  61b. 
grilse,  and  Mr.  W.  Short,  one  salmon  of  11  lb.,  one 
grilse  of  101b.,  and  a  brace  of  sea-trout  of  141b  and 
71b.  On  Nov.  1,  Mr.  Short,  one  fish  of  91b.,  and 
Mr.  A.  Baxter,  one  of  the  same  size  on  the  same 
day.  Hendersyde  Water. — On  Oct.  24,  Mr. 
Thomas  Pringle  killed  a  brace  of  salmon  of  ll^lb! 
and  71b.;  and  Mr.  Walter  Forrest  (of  Forrest 
and  Sons,  Kelso)  had  a  brace  of  salmon  weighing 
151b.  and  81b.  respectively.  On  Oct.  25  General 
Penton  had  one  fish  of  181b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had 
a  grand  day,  killing  fish  of  181b.,  181b.,  lUb., 
81b.,  81b.,  and  7Jlb.  On  Oct.  26,  General  Paton, 
grailmg,  was  suQcesgful  iq  killing  nine  salnjon,  IQJb., 


151b.,  131b.,  11  lb.,  81b.,  7ilb..  61b.,  61b.,  and  2jlb.,  on 
the  same  date  Captain  Douglas  was  fortunate  enough 
to  have  halt-a-dozen  to  his  own  rod  weiehins  141b 
101b  91K,81b.,81b.,  and  81b.  Mr.  T.  R.  Sve"f Elliot, 
Chfton  Park,  Kelso,  had  five  s\lmon,  211b  181b 
^?'^;,u^'*'-'  f  ^^'i-  Paton.  Crailing,  two 

of  141b.  and  91b.    Carham  W.4.ter.— On  Oct  24 
/■,?,u^'®^        "  °^  salmon  of  181b.  each,  one 

ot  161b  and  on  Oct.  26  one  salmon  of  191b.  and  a 
91b.  grilse  Birgham  WATER  (theEarlof  Home's).— 
General  W.  S.  D.  Home,  on  Oct.  28,  had  two  81b 
gn  se  ;  on  Oct.  26  he  had  a  281b.  salmon,  and  two 
grilse  of  101b.  and  81b.  each.  On  Nov.  1,  as  mentioned 
above  he,  with  the  water  over  five  feet  in  flood,  had 
one  salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  91b.  On  Oct.  25, 
Lord  Douglas  a  151b.  salmon  and  a  brace  of  grilse 
of  81b.  and  7lb. ;  on  Oct.  26,  Lord  Brackley  a  salmon 
ot  1/lb.,  and  on  Oct.  25  one  of  22:^lb.  and  a  61b 
grilse.  On  Oct.  26,  a  grilse  of  91b.  Sir  David  Baird. 
on  Oct.  25,  had  a  salmon  of  IS.^lb.  and  a  brace  of 
grilse  of  81b.  and  101b.  respectiveriy,  and  on  Oct.  26 
killed  a  brace  oj  grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  each.  Lees 
Water.— On  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Miller  killed  three  salmon, 
the  weights  of  which  were  241b.,  171b,.  and  111b 
besides  having  grilse  of  9lb.,  91b.,  71b.  and  81b 
each ;  Mr.  Whistler,  two  salmon  of  201b.  each, 
besides  four  grilse  weighing  91b..  91b.,  71b.  and  61b 
respectively  and  Mr.  Stewart  had  one  grilse  of  71b 
On  the  Coinhill  water  on  Oct.  26,  Mr.  Winnear  had  a 
grilse  of  101b.  and  Mr.  Pierson  one  of  8lb.  Teviot. 
—During  the  past  week  many  fishers  have  been  out 
but  only  one  fish  of  101b.  has  been  killed  by  Mr. 
Geo.  Thurson  (of  Redpath  &  Co.)  fishing-tackle 
makers,  Kelso. — Max  wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bflfj*^  "id  District.— The  weather  is  a  bit 
''soft  in  character.  Some  coarse  fishers  have 
been  out  on  local  waters  with  indifferent  results, 
neither  perch,  pike,  nor  bream  being  yet  well  on 
the  feed.  It  would  appear  that ; the  trout  spawn- 
ing period  on  many  rivers  is  a  bit  backward,  as 
comparatively  few  fish  have  been  observed 
on  the  shallows  since  the  rivers  fell.  Tlie  majority 
of  the  smaller  rivers  are  unprotected,  funds  only 
being  available  for  the  proper  watching  of  the 
larger  salmon  rivers.  The  rod-holders  of  the  Antrim 
Road  Basin  purpose  restocking  that  water  with 
brown  trout  at  an  early  date. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— The  monthly  meeting  of  the 
Cork  Board  of  Conservators  was  held  on  Nov.  10  in 
the  board-room.  Com  Exchange,  Cork,  Alderman  H 
Dale  presiding.  Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan,  secretary, 
reported  that  on  the  night  of  Oct.  23  the  Assistant- 
Inspector  and  bailiffs  had  seized  a  boat,  with  the  crew 
and  net,  drift-net  fishing  off  Tivoli  Point.  The  follow- 
ing night,  the  shaft  of  the  conservators'  steam  launch 
was  cut  in  two  whilst  lying  in  Rushbrooke  Dock, 
and  it  would  take  about  £50  to  repair  the  damage. 
It  was  reported  that  a  large  number  of  spawning  fish 
had  passed  up  the  river  recently.  It  was  sug- 
gested, that  the  Cork  and  Blackrock  fishermen 
should  form  an  association  to  prevent  drift-net 
fishing  on  the  Lee  at  Cork  and  Blackrock.  If  this 
were  done  the  steam  launch  could  more  effectually 
patrol  at  Passage  to  prevent  drift-net  fishing.  Some 
bailiffs  were  appointed.  Amongst  the  names  of 
suggested  bailiffs  was  one  the  owner  of  which  had 
been  convicted  of  poaching,  it  was  said,  vears  ago, 
but  who  sincehad  not  been  known  to  poach. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Aberystwyth.— During  the  present  week,  also  last 
week,  good  catches  of  whiting  have  been  taken  by 
hand  and  line  in  Cardigan  Bay— catches  up  to 
eighty  dozen  from  large  boats,  and  twenty  to  .thirty 
dozen  from  boats  single-handed.  Visitors  are  now, 
of  course,  scarce  but  anyone  intending  coming  here 
and  being  desirous  of  good  sea-fishing  would  do 
well  to  consult  Mr.  J.  D.  Francis,  Freemason's 
Tavern,  Aberystwyth. — Abeb. 

BaUinskeiiigB. — Sport  has  been  good  at  whiting 
and  haddock,  but  very  little  sport  has  been  had  at 
other  fish  usually  got  here  at  this  season. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Sport  continues  good  in  this 
district,  the  weather  being  very  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Bnrnham-ou-Crouch.  —  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  we  have  had  record  catshes  of  good  fish  the 
past  few  days  this  season.  On  Nov.  10,  Messrs. 
Cockerell,  Veales,  lies  and  Mum,  out  with  Cooper, 
had  fifteen  score  of  fish  various  —  some  of 
the  dabs  going  over  1  lb.  weight  each.  On  Nov.  11, 
Mr.  W.  WooUard.and  four  friends  caught  sixteen 
score  and  seven  good  fish,  and  all  the  other 
boats  out  the  same  day  came  home  well  satisfied 
with  their  takes.  On  Nov.  12  Messrs.  F.  Rogers, 
Day,  and  J.  Wright,  with  W.  Bridge,  caught  five 
score,  and  four,  all  good  fish.  Others  out  had  very 
good  takes.  I  think  this  will  be  the  record  take  for 
the  present  season. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry).— The  weather  has  been 
very  favourable,  q.nd  sport  good  q,t  whiting  and 


haddock.  A  few  bream  and  pollack  have  also  been 
had.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Pier  results  are  still  unusually 
poor,  the  water  being  very  thick  and  discoloured. 
The  only  catches  of  importance  recently  made  have 
been  a  few  small  whiting  during  the  daytime  and  a 
fair  number  of  codling  at  night.  On  Nov.  9,  Mrs. 
Hugraan  had  the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a  codling 
of  5ilb. ;  Mr.  Burslem  took  301b.  of  cod- 
ling; and  Mr.  F.  Wolff  201b.  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Stait,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolff,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Haynes 
did  fairly  well  on  Nov.  10,  the  last-named  gentle- 
man getting  a  61b.  codling  and  other  fish.  Mr. 
J.  Handley  did  well  on  the  following  day 
among  small  whiting  and  codling,  but  the  day's 
sport  was  generally  poor.  Colonel  Backhouse, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  Wardell,  Mr.  Baud, 
Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Meme.ss,  Mr.  Wolff,  Mr. 
W;  C.  Hogben,  Mr.  Welch,  Mr.  Salt,  Mr.  Piper, 
Mr.  and  Master  Hobson,  Mr.  and  Master  Holt- 
Schooling,  Mr.  Tebbutts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugman,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tress,  and  a  few  others  fished  for  a  con- 
siderable time  on  Nov.  12,  but  the  day's  results 
were  exceptionally  poor,  and  since  that  date  scarcely 
anything,  except  an  occasional  dogfish  or  codling, 
has  been  captured,  but  the  forthcoming  spring  tides 
should  yield  much  better  results. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ding^le. — Anglers  have  done  well  at  whiting,  and 
fair  sport  is  being  had  at  mackerel  and  pollack  — 
T.  .1.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  pier  fishermen  are  donning  their 
winter  clothing.  The  days  and  nights  are  rather 
cold,  but  this  does  not  stop  them  as  there  is  plenty 
of  sport  to  be  had.  Several  dozens  of  smelt  per  rod 
can  be  taken  in  an  hour  or  so,  and  they  are  very 
large  fish.  They  find  by  experience  that  the  finest 
gear  takes  the  most  fish,  and  the  most  successful 
fishermen  will  be  found  using  the  very  finest  trout 
cast.  The  grey  mullet  are  feeding  at  times,  but 
you  cannot  depend  upon  them.  For  days  they  lie 
dormant,  and  then  perhaps  all  of  a  sudden  they 
come  on  the  feed  and  you  can  take  them  very  fast. 
I  have  heard  of  some  very  large  conger  which  they 
are  taking  off  the  Promenade  Pier,  some  weighing 
as  much  as  161b;  these,  of  course,  require  stronger 
tackle.  The  drift  boats  are  bringing  in  great 
quantities  of  mackerel,  which  are  fetching  good 
prices. — -William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Sonthwold. — Fine  weather.  Local  fogs,  slack 
tides,  and  clear  water  have  not  contributed  to  an 
increase  of  sport  during  the  last  week,  and  small 
whiting  in  no  great  numbers  have  responded  to 
fine  tackle  and  small  hooks.  Occasionally  a  codling 
is  now  being  taken,  though  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  week,  and  as  the  result  of  rough-and-tumble 
weather,  with  winds  from  north  and  north-east,  a 
considerable  number  were  taken  close  to  the  shore. 
Sprats  in  small  numbers  have  arrived,  and  a  goodly 
quantity  of  herring  have  been  taken  by  beach 
fishermen  along  the  shore.  The  pier  competition  of 
Nov.  14  was  well  patronised — indeed,  they  always 
are  (Wednesdays  and  Saturdays),  and  the  prizes 
were  awarded  in  the  following  order: — First  prize, 
Mr.  J.  Aldred ;  second,  Mr.  H.  Aldred ;  third,  Mr. 
R.  J.  Canova ;  fourth,  Mr.  R.  W.  Forrest ;  fifth, 
Mr.  E.  Hall;  sixth,  Mr.  T.  Wright.— Leonard  B. 
Weightson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valeutia. — The  weather  has  been  very  favourable 
and  sport  good,  especially  at  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  continues  very 
good  here,  especially  at  whiting.- — T.  J.  D. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 

Blenheim  Angling  SociETy. 
At  our  usual  weekly  meetine;  on  Nov.  7  Mr. 
Armitage  occupied  the  chair.  The  chief  topic  of 
the  evening  was  the  result  of  a  recent  netting, 
whereby  a  large  quantity  of  fish  was  secured  for 
restocking  purpose?,  but  1  hope  to  report  fully  as  to 
this  next  week.  The  most  recent  fishing  results 
show  that  Messrs.  Sellars  and  Tuckwell  had  roach 
and  dace  at  King's  Langley.  The  recent  rains 
caused  the  river  at  Harefield  to  be  very  muddy, 
but  it  was  clearing  fast  this  last  week-end.  From 
the  Colne,  on  Nov.  11,  Mr.  Barnes  took  61b.  12Joz. 
of  nice  dace,  and  Mr.  Blagrave  three  roach  scaling 
31b.  loz.  At  Harefield,  Messrs.  Rodbur,  Wood- 
Barrett,  and  Yarham  had  roach,  and  several  other 
members  were  jack  fishing ;  the  water,  however, 
was  still  too  thick,  and  there  was  a  fast  stream 
running.  The  usual  Christmas  outing  and  com- 
petition will  take  place  at  Harefield  on  Dec.  2. — 
E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Fishing  reports  were  not  quite  so  numerous  as 
usual  at  the  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
Tuesday  last  (presided  over  by  Mr.  David  Isaacs) ; 
however,  some  nice  fish  were  shown,  and  a  hand- 
some pike  Qi  lOlb.  from  Broxbourne,  taken  by  Mr, 
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HowiETouN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 


OF 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO..  STIRLING,  N.B. 


Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING. 


Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 


Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova.  "   

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTIOlTFuilCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVAJNjrHIMIHIRLD. 

ORDEBS  SHOULD  BE  MOIi^Dr>Lroi)c7t.  prevent  dbapp„i„,„e„t. 
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Frank  James,  together  with  several  good  jack,  were 
exhibited,  Mr.  Jame?  being  awarded  a  competition 
medal  for  the  heaviest  fish  ;  jack  were  taken  by  Mr. 
A.  G.  Merritt.  at  Elstree,  also  by  Mr.  Phillips;  from 
Hurley,  M"".  C.  Haynes  had  a  nice  basket  of  19Jlb.  of 
roach ;  whilst  at  Staines,  several  decent  roa-jh  and  a 
chub  were  taken  by  Mr.  Isaacs ;  Mr.  Frost  was 
successful  with  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  Loneon  with  perch. 
The  last-mentioned  gentleman,  later  on  in  the  even- 
ing, received  from  the  chairman  the  handsome  prize 
rod  and  winch,  won  by  him  in  the  punt  competition  ; 
the  rod,  a  capital  specimen  of  good  workmanship 
(from  an  establishment  near  Euston-square),  being 
greatlv  admired.  Mr.  Wingfield,  secretary  of  the 
Worcester  Angling  Association,  and  a  member  of 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  introduced  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higgs,  delivered  a  short  address,  and  was  very 
cordially  welcomed.  It  having  transpired  thftt  Dr. 
W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  was  seriously  ill,  a  vote  of 
condolence  and  sympathy,  and  hope  for  speedy 
recovery,  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  and  the  hon. 
secretary  was  instructed  to  convey  the  same  to  the 
esteemed  and  afflicted  vice-president.  On  Tuesday 
next,  Nov.  20,  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  (the  "  Trent  Otter  "') 
will  read  a  paper,  and  considering  his  well-known 
literary  ability,  members  and  visitors  that  can 
attend  are  likely  to  be  well  rewarded.  There  is  a 
week-end  outing  to  Newhaven  on  Nov.  17  and  18, 
members  making  their  own  arrangements.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  together  with  that  of  i"  The 
Successful  Angler  "  (Mr.  Frank  James),  and  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  brought  to  a  close 
the  'proceedings  of  a  very  interesting  meeting. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Antgling  Society. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  made  the  pleasant 
announcement  that  the  negotiations  which  have 
been  going  on  for  some  time  had  resulted  in  the 
society  securing  a  capital  stretch  of  water  on  the 
Kennet.  Tliis  will  doubtless  prove  a  desirable 
acquisition,  and  the  society  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  their  efforts  in  obtaining  such  a  valuable 
addition  to  their  present  holdings.  Members  can 
obtain  full  particulars  upon  application  to  the  hon. 
sec,  but  it  might  be  mentioned  here  that  the  fishery 
is  available  at  once.  Messrs.  Thonger,  Zerfass,  and 
Turner  were  heartily  thanked  for  the  interest  they 
had  displayed  in  the  matter.  A  report  from  the 
bailiff  at  Kelvedon  showed  that  the  water  there 
is  now  in  first-rate  order,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray's  visit 
last  week  end  proved  this,  as  he  had  taken  some 
very  nice  roach.  Mr.  Gray  also  had  a  fair  bag  of 
roach  and  chub  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  Buckingham 
had  some  chub  from  the  same  locality.  Mr.  J. 
Bayliffe  has  taken  chub  up  to  31b.,  bream  up 
to  5flb.,  and  201b.  of  good  roach.  Mr.  Salmond 
has  had  some  nice  roach,  his  largest  scaling  1  lb. 
Members  are  reminded  that  there  wUl  be  a  dis- 
cussion noKt  Tuesday.  The  subject,  "  How  to 
improve  nur  Fisheries,"  should  prove  an  attractive 
one,  and  no  doubt  a  good  attendance  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  result. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 

A  well- attended  and  pleasant  meeting  was  held 
on  Nov.  14  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel.  Reports 
from  the  club  fishery  at  Barford  give  promise  of 
excellent  sport.  The  weeds  are  now  fairly  down, 
several  large  pike  have  been  located,  and  I  hope  to 
hear  of  their  capture  before  long.  Mr.  Francis 
Baker  has  taken  a  nice  chub,  31b.  12oz.,  roach  up 
to  l|lb.,  and  several  decent  jack  averaging  about 
61b.  Mr.  F.  W.  Harding  has  weighed  in  a  nice 
brace  of  chub  and  some  good  dace ;  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw, 
fishing  our  Barford  water,  has  taken  a  nice  lot  of 
roach,  perch,  and  some  pike,  best  fish,  81b.  12o^.  A 
lot  of  important  business  was  transacted,  and 
several  new  members  brought  forward  for  election 
next  week. — Hon.  Sec. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers. 

This  society  recently  held  two  whiting  matches, 
the  fighing  being  confined  to  our  local  river,  when 
fairly  good  bags  were  made.  Seven  competitors 
fished  in  the  first  match,  and  weighed  in  279  sizeable 
fish;  best  individual  bag  was  191b  loz.  Nine 
members  took  part  in  the  second  match  with  a  total 
catch  of  461  sizeable  fi^h.  the  best  three  bags  being 
291b.  12oz.,  271b.  5oz.,  251b.  9oz.  Had  fishing  been 
permitted  from  the  pier  or  from  boats  at  Felixstowe, 
no  doubt  much  larger  bags  would  have  been  taken, 
but  the  object  in  confining  the  match  to  our  river 
was  that  everyone  should  fish  on  an  equal  footing. 
— W.  H.  EvERSON,  Hon.  Sec. 


"  As  Mr.  Leigh's  gamekeepers  were  dragging  a 
part  of  the  River  Avon,  under  Berscott  Wood,  they 
caught  a  pike,  which,  after  laying  on  the  bank, 
wanted  to  disgorge  something  ;  it  was  immediately 
opened,  and  another  fish  taken  out  of  its  belly 
of  2ft.  2in.,  weighing  4^1b  ;  the  weight  of  the  pike 
was  16lb."— -Gewe.  Mag.        ^  ^ 


"ilofes  from  i^)e  "^orf^. 


The  first  few  weeks  of  the  close  time  are  mostly 
de^'oted  to  gathering  up  the  fragments  of  the  past 
season,  and  forecasting  arrangements  for  the  coming 
one. 

The  early  bird  catches  the  worm;  and  he  that 
would  be  in  the  running  for  the  choice  of  waters  for 
the  coming  sea^^on  must  now  be  on  the  look-out, 
for  the  demand  is  as  keen  as  ever,  and  as  a  rule  first 
come  best  served. 


The  Dee  Angling  Improvement  Association,  which 
includes  all  the  upper  and  lower  proprietors  on 
Deeside,  have  again  secured  Sir  David  Stewart's 
and  the  other  netting  stations  on  the  lower  Dee,  on 
much  the  same  terms  as  last  year. 


The  association  pays  about  £1000  in  rental  for 
the  stations  on  some  18  miles  of  the  river,  but  it  pays 
them  to  do  so  twice  over,  and  it  would  pay  them 
still  better  if  they  went  a  little  farther  and  bought 
up  a' few  more,  even  to  the  tune  of  another  £1000. 

It  is  only  but  fair  to  those  sportsmen  who  pay 
such  long  rentals  for  salmon  angling  on  the  Dee,  as 
are  now  so  easily  forthcoming,  to  give  them  the 
worth  of  their  money,  and  that  this  cannot  be  the 
case  as  long  as  there  is  a  net  within  the  estuary 
goes  without  saying. 

The  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association  are 
likely  to  add  a  bit  of  salmon  water  to  next  year's 
facilities.  More  than  likely  some  stretch  on  the  Don 
will  be  selected. 


Mr.  Davidson,  Ceylon,  and  Dr.  Craile  landed 
between  them  on  the"  closing  days  at  Kintore  Burgh 
water  one  fish  of  181b.,  two  of  161b.  and  101b.,  and 
two  of  141b.  and  81b. — not  a  bad  record  on  a  public 
bit  of  water,  and  by  strangers  to  boot  ! 

There  was  a  live  seal  brought  into  Aberdeen  last 
week,  picked  up  in  a  trawl  net,  and  is  at  present 
disporting  itself  in  a  fishmonger's  window  up  town. 

Special  Scotch. 


DEAL  AND  WALMER  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Second  Annual  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
Boats— Nov.  11,  12,  and  13. 
Considerably  more  than  two  hundred  entries 
were  obtained  for  this  interesting  event,  which  was 
announced  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday  last,  but,  unfortunately,  the  weather  proved 
so  roiigh  on  the  Saturday  that  the  opening  of  the 
festival  had  to  be  postponed  until  the  following  day. 
Saturday's  fishing  being  likewise  postponed  until 
the  following  Tuesday.     A  pleasant  change  took 
place  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and  by  nine  o'clock, 
the  hour  for  starting,  the  weather  left  little  to  be 
desired.     Upon  the  hoistins;  of  the  association's 
pretty    flag  at    the    staff,  '  a    picturesque  sight 
was    presented    as    the    numerous    boats,  each 
bearing    a    numbered    burgee,    started    for  the 
fishing  grounds  under  sail  or  propelled  by  oars.  Each 
boatman  made  for  his  particular  favourite  spot,  and 
soon  the  whole  fleet  lay  at  anchor,  their  various 
occupants  of  both  sexes  being  eager  for  the  fray. 
Glasses  of  various  shapes  and  makes  were  con- 
stantly brought  to  bear  upon  them  in  the  course 
of  the  day,   but  little  could  be  seen  to  justify 
the  expectations  of  many  on  shore  that  heavy 
captures  would  be  the  order  of  the  day.    As  the 
day  wore  on  it  was  generally  noticed  that  the  boats 
were  continually  changing  their  positions — always 
a  bad  sign— and  later  experiences  proved  that  this 
sign  was  not  far  wide  of  the  mark    The  lowering  of 
the  flag  at  half-past  three  was  a  warning  to  all  corn- 
petitors  that  it  wa^  time  for  them  to  take  in  their 
tackle  if  they  wished  to  gain  the  shore  by  4.0  p.m., 
the  hour  appointed  for  landing.    Arrangements  had 
been  made  for  the  weighing-in  to  take  place  within 
a  covered  shed  in  the  Clifton  Gardens,  and  soon  a 
long  array  of  boatmen,  bearing  bags,  baskets, 
and  other  receptacles  containing   the  respective 
catches,   were    seen   wending  their  way  to  the 
appointed  place.     A  huge  staff  of  officers  of  the 
association  were  in  attendance  at  the  scales,  while 
others  were  occupied  in  the  clerical  work  of  the  day. 
As  the  weighing  proceeded,  it  was  found  the  catches 
of  cod  and  codling  were  cmite  up  to  the  average, 
but  whiting  were  of  the  poorest  quality,  and  were 
brought   to  the  scales  in  exceptionally  limited 
numbers.     This  remark  applied  with  equal  force 
to  the  catches  of  the  two  succeeding  days,  and  it 
was  a  remarkable  fact  that  although  several  scores 
of  fish  were  brought  in,  only  one  individual  specimen 


reached  the  standard  weight  of  21b.  Several  congers 
were  of  good  size,  but  no  very  large  ones.  All 
arrangements  with  regard  to  the  weighing-in  seemed 
to  give  general  satisfaction,  and  one  interesting  fea- 
ture of  the  event  was  the  photographing  of  the 
lively  scene  by  flashlight.  Appended  is  a  list  of  the 
largest  and  heaviest  fish  in  their  respective  classes, 
but  the  allocation  of  all  prizes  will  be  made  by  the 
executive  committee  of  the  association  at  an  early 
date : — 

Sunday,  Nov.  11. 
Class  I. — For  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  'fish. — 
Mr.  J.  Lonsdale,  171b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Monck,  171b. 
340Z. ;  Mr.  E.  Smith,  161b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Smith, 
221b.  5oz. 

f  toss  //. — For  heaviest  one  day's  catch  of  whiting. 
—Mr.  J.  E.  Gibson,  21b.  2oz. 

Class  III. — For  hewiest  one  day's  catch  of  cod. 
—Mr.  J.  Lonsdale,  lOlb.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Monck,  161b. 
9Joz. ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Smith,  161b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Smith, 
211b.  9oz. 

Class  IV. — For  heaviest  fish  taken. — Mr.  W. 
Monck,  161b.  9ioz. 

Class  V. — For  heaviest  catch  of  flatfish. — Mrs. 

E.  R.  Dodd,  lib.  Uoz.  (two  fish). 

Monday,  Nov.  12. 

Class  7.— Mrs.  Hyde,  271b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  W.  Turpin, 
451b.  6ioz.  ;  Mrs.  H.  McLeay,  21  lb.  lloz. ;  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Whitlock,  281b.  lloz. 

Class  II. — Miss  A.  Puckridge,  31b.  5Joz. 

Class  ///.—Mr.  W.  Turpin,  441b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  A.  E. 
Whitlock,  261b.  loz. 

Class  IV. — Mrs.  Hervey  McLeay,  141b.  15oz.  ; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Whitlock,  181b.  10|oz. 

Class  F.— Mr.  W.  Turpin,  13|oz. ;  Mr.  W.  J. 
Reynolds,  13Joz. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  13. 

Class  /.—Mrs.  Hervey  McLeay,  241b.  6^oz. ;  Mr. 

F.  Dean,  161b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose,  151b. 

Class  //.—Mr.  F.  Dean,  31b.  2^02.  ;  Mrs.  Juson 
Kerr,  331b.  5oz. 

Class  ///.—Mrs.  Hervey  McLeay,  21b.  3oz.  ;  Mr. 
A.  E.  Rose,  131b.  l^oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Braokett,  121b.  2oz. 

Class  IV.— Mrs.  Hervey  McLeay,  151b.  13Joz. ; 
Mr.  A.  E.  Rose,  11  lb.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  F.  Dean,  101b.  5oz. 

Class  F.— Mr.  H.  Ball,  lOJoz.  J.  R. 

Telegram. — Deal,  Nov.  15. — Quarter  ton  of  fish 
weighed  ;  equal  quantity  unsizeable  ;  equal  amount 
not  tendered — three-quarters  of  a  ton  in  all. 


THE  BOOK  FISH. 


On  June  23,  1626,  a  codfish  was  brought  to 
Cambridge  Market,  which  upon  being  opened  was 
found  to  contain  a  book  in  its  maw  or  stomach. 

The  book  was  much  soiled,  and  covered  with 
slime,  though  it  had  been  wrapped  in  a  piece  of 
sailcloth. 

It  was  a  duodecimo  work  written  by  one  John 
Frith,  comprising  several  treatises  on  religious 
subjects. 

In  a  letter  now  in  the  British  Museum,  written 
by  Mr.  Mead,  of  Christ  Church  College,  to  Sir  M. 
Stuteville,  the  writer  says  : — 

"  I  saw  all  with  mine  own  eyes,  the  fish,  the 
maw,  the  piece  of  sailcloth,  the  book,  and  observed 
all  I  have  written  :  only  I  saw  not  the  opening 
of  the  fish,  which  not  many  did,  being  upon  the 
fishwoman's  stall  in  the  market,  who  first  cut  off 
his  head  to  which  the  maw  hanging,  and  seemingly 
much  stuffed  with  somewhat,  it  was  searched,  and 
all  found  as  aforesaid. 

"  He  that  had  had  his  nose  as  near  as  I  yester 
morning,  would  have  been  persuaded  there  was  no 
imposture  here  without  witness.  The  fish  came  from 
Lynn." 

The  authorities  at  Cambridge  reprinted  the  work 
of  John  Frith,  which  had  been  completely  forgotten, 
till  it  turned  up  in  this  strange  manner.  The 
reprint  is  entitled  "  Vox  Piscis,"  or  the  Book  Fish. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

Messrs.  A.  G.  Bessmer,  "Lereto,"  Cottenhara 
Park-road,  Wimbledon,  and  T.  Petersen,  Hamilton 
House,  Victoria  Embankment,  London,  have  in- 
vented new  improvements  relating  to  fishing  reels. 
In  order  to  prevent  the  reel  from  over-running  in 
casting  it  is  provided  with  a  spring-actuated  brake 
so  arraViged  that  when  the  reel  is  at  rest  the  brake 
is  in  action,  but  when  rotated  the  reel  operates 
automatically  through  friction  surfaces  to  bring 
about  a  reduction  of  the  braking.  When  the  reel 
is  turned  the  friction  slackens  the  spring,  and  the 
brake  is  released  slightly.  An  additional  spring  may 
be  used  to  allow  the  brake  to  be  slackened  on  the 
reel  being  turned  in  the  opposite  direction. 
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ILiESSOl^S    GIVEN  IN 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  CASTING 


BY 


Mr.  FRED  G.  SHAW,  F.G.S., 

Author  of  "The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  3/6  net. 
Amateur  Championship  Trout  Fly  Casting  (International  Tournament,  1904). 


on 


the 


Every  Style  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting. 

Clients  can  be  coached 
their  own  waters. 

Throwing  Against 

Wind. 

Underhand  Casting. 

The  Spey  Cast, 

The  Galway  Cast. 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Wet  or  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Both  Up  and  Down  Stream. 


Steeple  Casting. 

Special  attention  given  to  the 
Art  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Every  convenience  can  be  obtained  at 
Mr.  Shaw's  Water,  30  minutes  from 
the  Marble  Arch. 

For  Terms  apply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  Ne^yille  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


You  cannot  possibly  !iav@ 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Food  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  EconomicaL 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BT  IHB 

FISHING  GAZTTEE 


THE  HALF-YEARIV  VOLUMES 

OF  TEX 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  88.  6(1. 


TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 
COMPANY. 

FOR  SALE. 


Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout. 


Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClRCULATBS  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CBTLON, 
BUEMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FOKMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &o. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16».  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  Sd.;  po3,t  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whltefriars  St..  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


15th  TEAM, 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IBth  YEAR), 

whieh  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Fishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

"  Le  Pecheur." 

Oificd !  10,  Rue  dei  Beaux-Arts,  10,  Paris. 


Actua.1   Size— Best  En^lisln  Mskke. 

_  .PINCERS 
SHOJ. CUTTER 

SMALL  WIRE  CUTTER 


Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada,  7d.  extra. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA, 

Northumberland  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  -   -  - 

LONDON. 


First-class.  Bennwoed  for  comfort. 
Luxurious  suites  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    Inclusive  terms  from  14/6  per  day. 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 

Telegrams]:  "  Victoriola,  London." 


N  Has  found 

Mant  Fkiends, 

but  its 

ENEMIES 

are  Legion. 

The  former  include 

FISHERMEN,  TRAVELLERS,  TOURISTS 

Among  the  latter  aie 
MOSQUITOES,  GNATS,  MIDGES 

They  give  it  a  wide  berth. 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS,  327,  Oxford  St. ,  LONDON,  W. 


Important  Notice  to  Anglora. 


i6 


ESCO 


WHEAT. 


9? 


Prioo  11- 

Oaih  with  Order. 


Post  Free. 


/Irfrf^ejj.-Managep.  ALBION  GRANARIES. 
Holland  St.,  BlaekfrlaFS,  London.  S.E. 


Anglers  wlsMng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Oam,  Onse,  *o., 

SHOUU)  ACTEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addreii:  »,  Market  Hill,  Cambridgs. 


Box  aont  Post  From  for  Btt. 


FREWIN'S 

ESPECIAL  NAILS i 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  or  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


For  Fishing^  and 
Shooting  Brogues 
and  Boots. 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, 
LONDON,  S.E. 


Ang'lers  wiahin?  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  In  the  Avon  or  Stoor, 

SHOULD  ADVEP.TISB  IN 

The  ObserYer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
'Wanted"  advta.,  26  words  for  prepaid. 
Addreii :  "Obierver"Offlee,  Boumemoutb 
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The  elm  lets  fall  its  leaves  before  the  frost. 
The  very  oak  grows  shivering  and  sere. 

The  trees  are  barren  when  the  summer'' s  lost  ; 
But  one  tree  keeps  its  goodness  all  the  year. 

Green  pine,  unchanging  as  the  days  go  by, 

Thou  art  thyself,  beneath  whatever  sky. 

— AuGtTSTA  Webster. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials,  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  Nov.  20,  will  have  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("Trent 
Otter"),  whose  new  book,  "My  Fishing  Days  and 
Fishing  Ways,"  was  recently  favourably  noticed  in 
these  columns.  On  the  following  Tuesday  (Nov.  27) 
there  will  be  a  musical  e\  ening  and  smoking  concert, 
and  on  Dec.  4a"  Scientific  Evening  " — microscopic, 
etc.  Now  at  all  these  three  events  visitors  are 
cordially  invited.  The  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torials hold  their  meetings  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Mason's  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.G.  They  com- 
mence early  (7.30  p.m.)  and  leave  early.  This,  I 
think,  is  one  of  the  causes  of  their  great  success. 


Anglo -Fkench  Piscatoeials. 
On  Wednesday  evening  last  (Mr.  Fischer  in  the 
chair)  the  deferred  outing  was  discussed,  when  it 
was  decided  that  it  should  take  place  on  Nov.  25. 
Mr.  C.  Franco,  fishing  in  private  water,  had  a  good 
take  of  perch,  some  up  to  21b., 'and  Mr.  Fischer  at 
Twickenham  took  some  good  roach  and  dace. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

To-day,  Nov.  17,  the  members'  annual  competi- 
tion from  the  Pier  at  Deal  commences,  and  will  be 
continued  on  Nov.  18.  The  entries  are  nimierous, 
and  given  favourable  weather  some  good  fish  are 
likely  to  be  recorded.  The  Boat  Competition  will 
take  place  on  Nov  24,  25  and  26.  As  the  rules  and 
regulations  governing  this  competition  are  in  the 
hands  of  every  member,  there  is  no  necessity  for  me 
to  give  them  here. 

*  *  *  ♦ 

Special  Railway  Arrangements. 

By  the  kindness  of  the  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  Company,  the  usual  B.S.A.S.  week-end 
tickets  wiU,  during  the  Competition,  be  available 
as  follows  : — For  the  Pier  Competition,  from  Friday, 
Nov.  16,  to  Tuesday,  Nov.  20,  inclusive.  For  the 
Boat  Competition,  from  Friday,  Nov.  23,  to  Tues- 
day, Nov.  27,  inclusive.  The  new  Charing  Cross 
2.20  p.m.  to  Dover  and  8  p.m.  from  Dover  (Boat 
Trains)  are  not  to  be  available  for  B.S.A.S.  Railway 
Tickets. 


Again,  last  Sunday,  was  "  Old  Ike"  called  upon 
to  administer  to  the  wants  of  enthusiastic  fisher- 
men, and  it  so  came  about  that  Jules  and  Fritz  had 
determined  to  be  in  a  position  to  relate  to  their 
London  friends  the  victories  they  proposed  achiev- 
ing. When  it's  a  case  of  anticipation,  your  true 
sea  angler  is  past  praying  for.  "  Well,  Jules,  things 
all  right?"  asked  the  man  from  Peckham.  "Eh 
bien,  tu  appelles  cela  du  sport,  toi ;  quand  moi  je 
sors  pour  m'amuser,  je  t'assure  que  je  le  fais." 
Now  it  was  apparent  that  after  this  expression  of 
opinion  Fritz  would  have  something  to  say  by  way 
of  sympathy.  "  Welche  ausordentHche  Mensch  sind 
diese  engUschen  Fischer,"  muttered  our  unhappy 
friend  ;  "  ich  bezahle  die  Fahrkarte  ziemlich  billig  ; 
ich  f  ange  keinen  Fisch  ;  es  regnet  viel ;  das  Meer  ist 
bewegt ;  und  trotzdem  unser  englische  Freund  sagt 
immer  'Are  we  downhearted  ?' "  Now  "Ike," 
whose  knowledge  of  French  and  German  porbs  is 
not  slight,  had  gathered  the  purport  of  the  above 
remarks,  and  being  always  ill  at  ease  when  patrons 
seeking  pleasure  and  getting  it  afterwards  upset 
the  serenity  of  the  surroundings,  considered  it  an 
opportune  moment  for  steering  the  Pride  of  Whitby 
towards  the  Victory  Inn,  there  to  become  more 
ver.sed  in  the  intricacies  of  soap  trusts  and  book 
combines,  and  at  the  same  time  to  peruse  the  latest 
cables  to  hand  on  the  subject  of  the  fate  of  Living- 
stone. 


A  Tall  Story. 
A  correspondent  of  the  Austrian  Fischerei- 
Zeitung,  who  modestly  signs  himself  "P,"  tells  the 
following  story  of  the  capture  of  an  exceptionally 
voracious  huchen.  "I  was  wading  down  stream 
fishing  for  trout  with  a  minnow  when  I  espied  not 
far  away  a  huchen  of  about  61b.  lying  in  wait 
for  his  prey  behind  a  stone.  As  he  did  not 
seem  to  have  caught  sight  of  me  I  crouched 
as  low  as  possible  and  tried  to  float  my 
minnow  past  him.  The  set  of  the  current 
rendered  this  inipoesible,  and  after  several  ineffectual 
attempts  I  was  gradually  compelled  to  shorten  my 


line  till  the  bait  was  close  to  the  top-ring  of  the  rod. 
I  then  lowered  it  gently  into  the  water  in  front  of 
the  huchen's  nose.  It  opened  its  jaw.s  and  rushed 
at  the  bait  with  such  voracity  that  it  received  not 
only  the  minnow  but  the  rod-point  as  well  in  its 
mouth  and  bit  the  latter  severely.  Luckily  the 
hook  held  and  I  landed  him." 


Mr.  Ryan,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Associ- 
ation, writes: — "  The  train  for  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
where  our  outing  will  take  place  on  Nov.  25,  leaves 
Liverpool  street  at  9.20  a.m." 


Cat  Goes  a-Fishing. 

"In  a  lane  bordered  on  one  side  by  a  stream, 
near  Carisbrooke,  Isle  of  Wight,  a  correspondent  of 
the  Spectator  noticed  a  black  cat  sitting  in  the  road 
with  eyes  intent  upon  the  water.  Suddenly  it 
sprang,  '  all  claws  upon  the  foe,'  and  making  a 
great  splash,  into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  immedi- 
ately emerging  from  its  cold  bath  with  a  wriggling 
fish,  a  trout,  of  about  2^oz.,  in  its  mouth,  and 
retired  behind  a  hedge,  presumably  to  enjoy  it." 
*  •  *  * 

I  have  never  seen  a  cat  "  swim  "  ;  I  have  seen 
one  try,  but  it  ended  in  a  catastrophe.  At  Brandon, 
on  the  Ouse,  a  white  cat  would  be  on  the  look-out 
for  me  every  week-end  and  kindly  eat  a  few  under- 
sized fish,  but  being  a  white  cat  it  was  not  in  the 
same  cat-e-gory — a  "gory"  cat  being  naturally  a 
black  cat. 


Apollo  Lacked  Lobster. 
Ambrosia  and  nectar,  nothing  more. 

The  gods  who  dwelt  on  higli  Olympus  had, 
Wherewith  to  brace  themselves  and  keep  them 
glad 

Throughout  the  dull  and  dreary  days  of  yore. 
Simple  their  needs,  and  scant  the  clothes  they  wore, 

Superior  to  fashion  and  to  fad; 

To  think  upon  them  makes  a  man  feel  bad ; 
What  deprivations  these  immortals  bore ! 

Gone  are  the  gods,  save  when  the  poets  sing 
Their  ancient  menu  sounds  a  trifle  strange  ; 

But  there  is  left  to  us  one  toothsome  thing — 
I  hear  it  grilling  now  upon  the  range. 

Waiter — A  Lobster.    With  it  also  bring 

Some  Scotch  and  seltzer — You  may  keep  the 
change. 

Metropolitan  Magazine. 


Where  Shall  we  Go  ? 
Some  time  since  an  account  was  given  of  a 
notable  catch  of  fish  made  by  three  well-known 
Fleet-street  liWrateurs  at  Hastings.  The  same 
three  wanted  another  "turn"  this  year,  and  wired 
to  Hastings  and  Deal  for  "prospects  of  sport." 
This  is  the  reply  from  Hastings,  handed  in  at  11.3, 
Nov.  2:— 

"  Fish  plentiful ;  weather  changeable ;  bad  at 
present." 
This  is  from  Deal  (same  day) : — 

"  Weather  right ;  fish  scarce." 
Naturally,  on  the  receipt  of  these  replies,  they 
were  slightly  exercised  in  their  minds  as  to  which 
place  to  visit — ( 1 )  Where  the  fish  abound,  but  can- 
not be  got  at,  or  (2)  where  the  fish  are  nearly  not, 
and  can  be  got  at?  As  I  have  said,  'there  were 
three."  I  advised  half  of  them  to  go  to  Hastings, 
the  other  half  (or  one  and  a  half)  to  go  to  Deal, 
Result  later. 


A  Fine  Fbensham  Eel. 

There  are  several  "  parce's  "  sent  to  the  oditw 
every  week,  which  "  speak  for  themselves  " — that  is 
to  say  the  contents  have  been  deceased  some  time, 
or  have  been  poisoned  or  otherwise  came  by  their 
death  prematurely.  It  was  with  some  trepidation 
that  a  parcel  was  opened  purporting  that  it  came 
from  Frensham.  A  letter  followed  : — "  Dear  Drag- 
net,— I  am  sending  you  an  eel  which  one  of  my  men 
caught  on  the  shallows  of  the  pond.  Hope  you  will 
enjoy  it,  as  I  know  you  have  a  sneaking  regard  for 
eels. — Yours  truly,  G.  A  W.  Griffiths,  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel,  near  Farnham,  Surrey." 

*  *  *  « 

The  eel  weighed  6|Jb.,  and  measured  just  three 
feet !  It  was  nice  ;  it  was  fresh  ;  it  was  cooked  in 
a  variety  of  ways — fried,  boiled,  stewed,  filleted, 
spitchcocked — and  was  partaken  of  with  great  relish 
by  several  connoisseurs.  I  hope  to  get^another  like 
it  soon  to  my  own  rod  at  Frensham. 


The  baby  manatee  or  sea  cow  in  the'JNew  York 
Aquarium  appears  to  relish  solely  the  fruit  of  the 
banana.  Other  delicacies  failed  to  please,  and  even 
the  substitute  of  "pap  "  was  resolutely_declined. 


Bloodhounds  Trail  a  Baby. 
Four  bloodhounds  recently  trailed  down  Ray- 
mond Dowd,  three  years  old,  of  Water ville,  says"  a 
Syracuse  (N.Y.)  writer,  after  300  searchers  in  Nine 
Mile  swamp,  near  Sangerfield  Center,  had  given  up 
hope  of  ever  seeing  him  alive.  The  little  chap  was 
lymg  at  the  root  of  a  big  tree,  exhausted  from 
hunger  and  exposure.  He  was  filled  with  terror 
when  the  dogs  began  licking  his  face. 

*  •  •  » 

The  boy  was  with  his  fatlier,  John  Dowd,  of 
Waterville,  picking  hops.  While  the  man  was  at 
work  the  little  fellow  wandered  away.  Although 
search  was  soon  begun  all  trace  of  liim  was  lost. 
The  searching  party  grew  until  300  farmers  and  hop 
pickers  were  engaged  in  it,  work  over  the  whole 
countryside  being  suspended.  Throughout  the  night 
the  searchers  continued  to  scour  hill  and  dale,  and 
bands  with  lanterns  penetrated  to  almost  e\ery 
part  of  the  swamp.  Huge  fires  were  built  in  the 
hope  that  one  of  them  might  attract  the  lad,  but  he 
said  after  his  rescue  that  he  fell  asleep  when  night 
came  and  did  not  waken  until  it  was  daylight  again. 

*  *  *  * 

The  bloodhounds  were  shipped  from  Greene  by 
Colonel  William  Cary  Sanger,  formerly  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War.  They  showed  that  the  boy  had 
walked  in  a  circle.  Tlie  trail  has  been  estimated  at 
ten  miles  in  length,  which  is  looked  upon  as  an 
extraordinary  distance  for  the  boy  to  travel,  especi- 
ally as  every  foot  of  it  was  over  heavy  ground. 

*  *  *  * 

A  jacket  of  the  lad  was  given  the  dogs  to  smell, 
and  then  they  were  led  across  the  spot  where  he  had 
last  been  seen.  Soon  one  of  them  began  baying  and 
presently  tne  pack  was  off  in  full  cry.  About  twenty 
men  followed  on  horseback,  and  it  was  only  by  hard 
riding  that  they  were  able  to  keep  the  dogs  in  view. 
Once  the  trail  was  lost,  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  was 
caught  up  again,  and  thereafter  held  steadily  until 
the  little  wanderer  was  reached. 

*  *  *  » 

There  was  a  tremendous  demonstration  in  Sanger- 
field  Center  when  the  horsenaen  returned  with  the 
boy  perched  on  the  pommel  of  a  saddle.  All  the 
women  in  the  village  were  hysterical  with  joy,  while 
the  men  hugged  one  another  in  their  emotion. 
Raymond  was  badly  bitten  by  mosquitoes,  but 
otherwise  he  was  uninjured.  A  physician  said  that 
in  a  few  days  he  would  be  nothing  the  worse  for 
his  experience. — The  Sportsman' s  Review. 


"Dust  to  Dust." 

The  following  epitaph,  says  "E.  S.  H."  (Glasgow), 
appears  on  a  gravestone  in  the  churchyard  at 
Auchinleck,  Ayrshire,  Scotland  : 

Here  lies  the  dust  of  A.  Baird  Gregg, 

Wha  was  a  skilly  Doctor, 
His  labours  he  did  freely  gie. 

It  wasna  gowd  he  wrought  for. 

A  fee  he  seldom  ever  sought, 

And  ne'er  frae  a  puir  body : 
Was  weel  content  gif  he  gat  food, 

And  whyles  a  glass  o'  tody. 

As  lang's  he  dwalt  amang  us  here, 
Baith  rich  and  puir  did  bliss  him  ; 

And  noo  that  he's  been  ta'en  awa, 
A  tweel-a-wat  we  miss  him. 


"We  do  not  publish  all  the  communications 
received.  They  are  usually  sent  with  an  object. 
You  cannot,  as  a  rule,  get  something  for  nothing!" 
says  the  American  F.Q. 


Names  foe  the  New  Tube. 
Why  all  this  excitement  about  a  short  name  for 
the  Great  Northern,  Piccadilly,  and  Brompton 
Railway  ?  The  first  time  a  train  full  of  City  men 
stops  in  a  tunnel,  the  passengers  will  find  plenty  of 
names  for  it. — London  Opinion. 


■'  Wheee'er  my  fancy  calls,  there  I  go  still, 
Not  sworn  a  slave  to  any  angler's  will." 


"  Why  plume  ourselves  on  being  superior  to  small 
talk  ?  "  asks  Mr.  James  Milne  in  the  Book  Monthly. 
It  is  eminently  human,  and,  therefore,  it  may  also 
be  entertaining. 

The  account  of  Dr.  Steele-Perkins's  lecture,  "  A 
Trip  Through  New  Zealand,"  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  on  Wednesday  evening 
last,  is  unavoidably  held  over  until  next  w  ek.  On 
Wednesday  next  Mr.  Geo.  Colman,  of  Folkestone, 
will  read  a  paper  entitled  ."  A^few  Practical  Notes 
on  Sea  Angling."  '  Dbagnei. 
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Pfovifieial  flflgling  ]?otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thwrsday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  the  Thursday  after  my  last  notes  were  sent  we 
had  some  very  heavy  rain  and  high  winds.  This 
continued  for  about  twenty-four  hours ;  since  then 
we  have  had  a  spell  of  nice  weather,  which  has 
done  much  to  puc  our  rivers  in  order  again.  The 
country  begins  to  present  an  appearance  which  goes 
far  to  denote  a  severe  winter,  the  holly  and  other 
trees  are  covered  with  berries,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  country  people  that  a  hard  time  is  in  store  for  us. 
The  Birmingham  As  ociation  Committee  have  been 
troubled  with  members  lending  their  travelling  cards. 
This  is  a  serious  offence  and  means  expulsion.  In 
the  past  members  have  been  expelled  for  long  periods 
for  the  offence ;  this  has  done  much  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  kind  of  thing,  and  the  committee  have  during 
the  last  few  weeks  sent  a  few  members  adrift  for  long 
periods  for  violating  the  chief  law  of  the  association. 
The  last  quarter's  association  balance-sheet  is  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  club  secretaries.  It  shows  that  7328 
member.-?  have  paid  their  quarterly  subscriptions, 
that  there  are  166  clubs,  and  that  the  increase 
of  members  amounted  to  625.  After  defraying  the 
large  expense  of  the  late  contests,  the  sum  of  £85 
17s.  3d.  was  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the 
banking  account.  There  are  more  new  clubs  being 
formed  with  the  view  of  becoming  affiliated  in  the 
New  Year.  Now  that  our  waters  are  getting  down  to 
their  normal  level  again,  sport  with  the  pike,  chub 
and  grayling  should  be  good.  At  the  present  time 
one  of  the  best  places  on  the  Severn  is  Lincomb 
Weir,  below  Stourport ;  the  back  waters  here  are 
worth  a  vi«it.  The  heavy  rains  have  cleared 
the  beds  of  the  rivers  from  the  decayed 
matter  that  has  accumulated  during  the  summer, 
and  also  removed  a  portion  of  the  weeds,  which  have 
been  a  nuisance  to  the  anglers ;  pike  fishing  in  the 
upper  reaches  has  been  better.  Good  sport  should 
now  be  obtained  on  the  Avon  and  Trent.  Grayling 
fishing  on  the  Teme,  in  the  Ludlow  district,  is  re- 
ported to  be  good  just  now.  With  the  agreeable 
change  I  hope  to  have  to  report  some  good  sport 
next  week. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  rains  last  week  caused  a  substantial 
rise  in  the  Fen  water-courses,  and  this  was  just  what 
was  wanted  by  roach  fishermen,  as  this  branch  of 
sport  has  lately  been  at  a  discount,  owing  to  the 
low  and  clear  condition  of  the  streams.  Already  we 
hear  of  a  marked  improvement  in  sport,  and  those 
who  were  out  at  the  beginning  of  this  week  found 
the  red  fins  in  a  good  feeding  humour,  and  they 
secured  some  very  fair  bags.  A  friend  of  the  writer's, 
who  had  a  day's  sport  on  the  South  Forty-foot  on 
Monday,  creeled  I51b.  of  rudd  and  roach,  paste  and 
worm  baits  were  most  effective.  The  best  pike 
fishing  continues  to  be  had  on  the  Witham ;  a 
favourite  resort  just  now  is  the  Chapel  Hill  district, 
near  to  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal.  The 
artificial  bait  has  killed  some  beauties  there  of  late, 
including  a  brace  weighing  I21b.  and  lOJlb.  respec- 
tively. Other  good  points  of  the  Witham  for  pike 
fishing  are  at  Kirkstead,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke. 
The  trolling  rod  on  the  Forty-foot  has  done  best  at 
Swineshead  and  Hubbert'a  Bridge ;  here  fish  have 
been  met  with  running  up  to  81b. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  only  been  moderate  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  although  from  the  Driffield 
Canal  a  few  very  good  dace  have  been  secured 
with  pearl  barley,  and  in  various  parts  of  the 
River  Hull  odd  good  roach  of  about  1  lb,  each 
have  been  taken,  both  with  barley  and 
red  worms.  I  hear  of  several  very  good 
roach,  dace,  and  grayling  being  turned  into 
the  river  recently  from  one  of  the  trout  streams. 
Pike  fishing  is  fairly  good  in  some  parts,  especi- 
ally on  the  River  Ludd,  and  several  good  fish 
aJB  reported  from  the  Ancholme.  but  claiefly  by 
live-bait  fishing.  Tlie  Market  Weighton  Canal  is 
also  reported  in  nice  condition  for  pike  fishing, 
and  fish  of  41b.  up  to  61b.  each  secured.  At  the 
November  Council  Meeting  of  the  Hull  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  it  was 
resolved  to  formulate  a  scheme  on  the  lines  of  the 
London  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  the  manage- 
ment being  left  in  the  hands  of  the  general  committee. 
The  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Royal  Albert  A.  A. 
took  place  at  their  headquarters  in  Scott-street  on 
Monday  evening,  Nov.  6,  Mr.  Charles  Gray  being 
elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  to  be  assisted  in 
the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  O.  McLaren;  treasurer,  Mr. 
G.  Caley;  and  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Cawkwell.  The 


Hull  Town  Association  will  hold  their  annual  tea 
and  concert  at  the  Victoria  Hotel  on  Nov.  30. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT, 

Angling  for  salmon  and  its  species  came  to  an 
end  throughout  this  district  on  Nov.  14.  As  far  as 
heavy  fish  are  concerned,  the  season  that  has  just 
passed  away  has  been  a  complete  failure,  but  two 
small  salmon  have  been  killed  on  the  Kent,  one  of 
11  lb.,  by  Mr.  Harry  Metcalfe,  and  the  other  a  fish  of 
91b.  by  Mr.  Robert  Craig.  On  the  River  Leven 
— I  should  say  the  best  salmon  river  in  the  district 
I  write  about— but  very  few  fish'''were  killed,  as  was 
also  the  case  on  the  Lune.  The  sea-trout  fishing 
was  also  disappointing.  Of  good  day  fishing  for 
these  fish  we  had  very  little ;  we  had  very  few 
decent  floods,  with  their  attendant  bottom  fishing, 
to  be  followed  by  minnow  and  fly ;  and  the  night 
fishing,  which  we  practically  depend  upon  for  making 
heavy  baskets  of  these  fish,  was  spoilt  during  the 
August  and  September  moons  by  nasty  little  rises  in 
the  streams,  which,  while  they  were  not  big  enough  to 
permit  of  day  angling  being  good,  were  quite  big 
enough  to  upset  that  of  night.  Some  nice  baskets 
were  taken  in  the  early  part  of  t'ne  October  moon, 
but  the  nights  are  then  chilly,  and  the  pleasure 
is  half  knocked  off.  Within  the  last  few  daj-s 
there  has  been  a  nice  little  run  of  herling,  and 
the  small  trout  flies  were  generally  good  enough  to 
take  a  brace  or  so  for  a  couple  of  hours  at  midday, 
but  the  run  of  heavy  salmon,  which  usually  occurs 
shortly  before  the  season  goes  out,  has  this  year 
been  only  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  West  Salford 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Nov.  11.  They 
have  decided  that  next  year  the  Shield  Competition 
shall  be  unaccompanied  by  added  prizes.  The 
chief  officers  are  J.  Kendall,  chairman;  E.  Lyons, 
treasurer ;  J.  M'Leod,  secretary.  The  Longsight 
Angling  Association  are  forging  ahead  with  the 
perfecting  of  their  waters  at  Quarlton  Vale,  Turton. 
During  the  winter  £30  will  be  expended  in  restock- 
ing. Some  heavy  stocking  has  recently  been  done 
in  the  Bridgewater  Canal.  The  Bollin  on  Nov.  14 
was  in  capital  condition,  but  the  weather  not  so. 
Migratory  trout  afforded  good  sport  on  the  Wyre 
Ln  the  closing  days. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  new  club  is  announced  in  this  city  and  will 
rejoice  under  the  title  of  '•  Star,"  and  be  located  in 
Mitchell-street ;  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
veteran,  Jim  Moones,  it  is  bound  to  flourish.  City 
rods  at  Four  Crosses  have  met  with  good  sport, 
S.  Bethel  doing  well  amongst  the  pike.  The  neces- 
sity for  a  benevolent  fund  in  this  city  is  more 
than  ever  apparent.  For  months  efforts  have  been 
made  to  relieve  and  succour  the  victims  of  affliction, 
and  there  are  prospects  of  still  further  efforts  being 
necessary.  Surely  this  is  a  platform  upon  which  all 
organisations  could  meet  fraternally.  Will  some 
prominent  angler  convene  a  meeting  of  the  principal 
officers  of  our  various  associations  ? 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Needless  to  say  our  city  did  not  escape  the 
torrential  rains  of  last  week-end,  and  very  soon  the 
Trent  was  running  in  semi-flood.  Our  anglers  get 
all  the  tributary  waters  of  the  Dove,  Derwent, 
and  Soar,  and  these,  on  Nov.  10  and  11,  were 
much  swollen.  The  change  on  the  main  river 
has  wrought  a  considerable  amount  of  good, 
for  it  has  swept  downwards  tons  of  weed  and  other 
rubbish.  •  No  such  clearance,  in  fact,  has  been 
effected  for  months  past.  On  Tuesday,  with  a 
clearing  water,  many  anglers  were  out,  and  the 
majority  scored  amongst  roach  and  small  bream 
with  the  cockspur  worm  for  hook-bait.  I  visited 
the  Fiskerton  stretch  and  "  picked  up "  in  the 
eddies  and  lay-byes  a  really  fine  assortment  of 
the  red  fins,  several  exceeded  1  lb.  5oz.  each. 
Members  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society  were  busy 
amongst  the  same  species  on  the  Staythorpe  and 
Averham  sections  ;  wliilst  visitO'  S  to  Wilfoi  d  (Pyatt's 
field)  and  Clifton  Grove  fared  much  better  than 
usual.  The  day,  however,  was  simply  all  that 
could  be  desired  for  bottom  angling  with  the  worm. 
Matters  appear  to  have  been  quiet  at  Sliardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge,  but  ere  long,  given  favourable 
conditions,  the  chub  may  expect  to  catch  a  "  dry 
jacket"  from  experts  of  the  City  Wellington 
Society  employing  either  greaves  or  pith  and  brains. 
There  is  no  length  on  the  Trent  to  beat  Shardlow 
for  the  "  loggerheads." 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Many  of  the  rivers  have  been  in  high  flood,  and 
their  condition  rendered  angling  out  of  the  question. 
I  rospdcts  were  a  little  brighter  for  week-end  fishing ; 


the  rains  having  abated,  the  waters  are  gradually 
settling,  and  the  prevalence  of  frosty  nights  and 
mornings  is  likely  to  have  a  good  effect.  Local 
anglers  report  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Borough- 
bridge  the  River  Ure  is  in  capital  trim  for  all  kinds  of 
angling,  though  still  too  deep  for  wading  the  stream. 
Ledgering  with  the  dew-worm  has  proved  most  effec- 
tive. The  members  of  Terry's  Employees'  Angling 
and  Cricket  Clubs  passed  a  pleasant  evening  at 
the  City  Arms  Hotel,  Cattle  Market,  York,  when 
supper  was  served  to  a  numerous  company  and 
prizes  were  distributed.  The  successful  anglers 
were :  1st,  Mr.  J.  Todd ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Pratt,  sen. ; 
3rd,  Mr.  J.  Briston  ;  4th.  Mr.  A.  Ferrand  ;  5th,  Mr. 
W.  Milner ;  6th,  Mr.  A.  Metcalfe ;  7th,  Mr.  J.  Clark. 
Mr.  J.  Todd  was  also  the  winner  of  the  first  aggregate 
prize,  and  Mr.  J.  Briston  the  second.  Mr.  T.  G. 
Glossop  was  the  recipient  of  a  suitable  present  in 
recognition  of  his  services  as  secretary  to  the  angling 
club. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  and  calm  since  last 
notes,  and  spawning  has  gone  on  imder  very  satis- 
factory conditions.  Poaching  has  been  reported 
from  the  Ciimmeragh  in  the  Waterville  district. 
This  is  one  of  the  principal  spawning  rivers  in  the 
country,  and  though  elaborate  arrangements  have 
been  made  each  year  for  the  p^oteotion  of  the 
spawning  fish,  poaching  in  some  shape  or  other  is 
carried  on — occasionally  at  any  rate.  Parties  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  have  been  stationed 
at  Dromid  Lodge  and  Derriana  Lodge — convenient 
to  the  Cummeragh — to  assist  the  bailiffs.  Were  it 
not  for  the  very  valuable  aid  given  by  the  con- 
stabulary annually,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
poachers  would  have  matters  very  much  their  own 
way  on  this  river.  Sea  angling  continues  to  give 
good  sport  at  whiting  and  haddocks  along  the 
shores  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  but  not  much  appears  to 
have  been  done  among  other  fish  anywhere.  The 
whiting  had  were  generally  of  a  large  size,  and  at 
Waterville  recently  several  were  had  weighing  over 
31b.  each.    The  largest  caught  weighed  31b.  8Joz. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Two  of  the  best-known  coarse  fishing  winter 
resorts  in  the  North  of  Ireland  are  Toome 
Canal,  Toomebridge,  and  the  Newry  Canal, 
Scarva.  Both  stations  are  well  worthy  of  a 
visit,  and  both  are  well  stocked  with  pike,  perch, 
and  other  coarse  fish  as  a  rule.  ItwiU  be  of  interest 
to  note  if  the  introduction  of  the  Loch  Leven 
trout  in  Lough  Neagh  will  cause  any  appreciable 
improvement  amongst  the  dour  natives.  With 
recent  years  no  serious  attempt  has  been  made  to 
exploit  the  Lough  Neagh  trout  as  sporting  fish,  and 
the  common  impression  amongst  the  angUng 
fraternity  is  that  they  will  not  rise  freely  to  the 
artificial  fly  nor  to  spinning  baits.  The  new  blood 
may  be  of  service  in  this  direction. 


CALEDONIA, 


The  invasion  of  London  by  the  Scots  was  strongly 
in  evidence  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  Nov.  9,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  where,  in  the  "  Crown  Room," 
members  (and  their  friends)  of  the  London,  Caith- 
ness, Inverness-shire,  Ross  and  Cromarty  and 
Sutherland  Associations  assembled.  The  occasion  a 
joint  concert,  at  which  music,  dance,  and  songs  were 
contributed  by  tlie  Saxon  and  tlie  Gael  respectively. 

The  Ven.  Archdeacon  Sinclair  (of  London)  pre- 
sided over  a  full  meeting,  and  was  supported  by  the 
leading  officials  of  the  above  respective  associations. 
The  artistes,  vocal  and  instrumental,  in  their  re- 
spective parts  acquitted  themselves  weU.  The 
pipers,  Messrs.  John  Macdonald  (father  and  son), 
gave  a  selection  of  pipe  music ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Smart, 
R.A.M.,  pianoforte  solos;  Mr.  Jennings  Carter  sang 
"  O'  a  the  Airts  "  and  "  Jessie,  the  Flower  o'  Dun- 
blane"; Mr.  Ballard  Brown,  who  was  in  excellent 
voice,  sang  "Hurrah  for  the  Highlands"  and 
'■Sound  the  Pibroch"  ;  Mr.  R.  Parker  (comic)  was 
particularly  happy  in  "I  Lo'e  a  Lassie,"  etc. 

Amongst  the  lady  vocalists  appearing  for  the  first 
time  before  a  Highland  audience  in  London  was 
Miss  Chrissie  Allan,  of  Inverness.  Her  "  Caller 
Herrin'  "  gave  full  scope  to  an  exquisite  tone  and 
range  of  voice,  and  was  loudly  applauded.  Madam 
Gordon,  of  London,  also  her  first  appearance,  sang 
"  April  Morn  "  and  "  Summer  Night,"  her  brilliant 
rendering  of  these  two  classical  songs  and  the  rich- 
ness of  her  voice  made  a  pleasing  and  favoiu-able 
impression.  Miss  Kate  MacLeod  was  at  her  very 
best,  being  loudly  encored  at  each  appearance. 

Between  the  parts,  the  chairman  addressed  a  few 
congratulatory  words  to  the  audience,  and  proposed 
the  health  of  the  King,  whose  birthday  it  was. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  the  singing 
of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne "  terminated  a  pleasant 
gathering. 
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NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT. 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Movmtain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  luxurious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way) . 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  Carlingford  Lough. 
Sea-Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Manageress, 
L.  &  N.  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
R.  TuRNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
EUSTOM,  1906.  General  Manager. 


PIKE,   ROACH,   PERCH,  &C. 


GOOD . . 


FREE 


FISHINC 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry.  Hants, 


SALMON  FISHING. 

DEE,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

To  Let,  Season  1907, 

BY  THE  MONTH. 

RODS  on  Kinneskie  Water,  Banchory. 
For  particulars  apply  the  Manageb, 
Ter-na-Coille  Hotel,  Banchory. 

FISHING^SHOOTING 

BED  ROOM  &  SITTING  ROOM, 

Newly  Pornished   and  Decorated. 
Close  to  River  and  Sea. 

Good  cooking  and  attendance. — Apply, 
Easy,  Fleur  de  Lys  Cottages,  Slaughden, 
Aldeburgh. 


TO  FISHING  ROD  AND 
TACKLE  MAKERS. 

Advertiser  seeks  Situation  as 
SALESiVIAN  MANAGER 

or  otherwise.  25  years'  practical  experi- 
ence in  highest  class  business.  Superior 
workman.  Complete  knowledge  of  the 
trade,  and  other  outdoor  sports.  Able  to 
take  entire  control.  Highest  references. 
—Apply,  "X,"  13,  Forsyth  Road, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


PATTI  CONCERT 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 


Grand  Afternoon  Concert, 

SATURDAY,  DEC.  1st,  at  3. 
THE  LAST  APPEARANCE  OF 
MADAME  PATTI  IN  LONDON. 

Vocalists : 
Madame  ADELINA  PATTI. 

Madame  ADA  CROSSLEY. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 

Solo  Violin— SENOR  SARASATE. 
Solo  Piano— SIS.  BUSONI. 
Organ— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 

.  .   fMr.  WILHELM  Ganz. 

Accompanistsjjjj.  Stanley  Hawley. 


Reserved  Seats  :  Stalls,  21s.  ;  Arena,  Lie.  ; 
Balcony,  10s.  6d.  and  7s.  &d. 

Boxes  :  Grand  Tier  (10  seats),  £7  7s.  ;  Loggia, 
(8  seats),  £5  58.  ;  Second  Tier  (5  seats),  £3  3s. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  in  due  course,  of  the 
usual  Agents,  and  at  the  Ticket  Ottice,  Royal 
Albert  Hall,  Kensington,  S.W.  (Clieiiues  and 
P.O.  Orders  payable  to  Mr.  Hilton  Carter). 

Unreserved  :  Orchestra,  5s. ;  Gallery,  2s.  %d. 
U.B.— The  Free  List  will  (necessaiily)  be  entirely 
suspended. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEEN'S  BALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr,  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


November  17th,  at  3. 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Vltava"     ..  Smetana 
Symphony  No.  8,  in  B  minor  (Un- 
finished)  Schubert 

Brandenburg  Concerto  No.  2,  in  F  Bach 

Violin  Concerto  in  D   Brahms 

Episode  for  Orchestra,  "  Ausfahrt 

und  Sohiflbruch  "  Ernst  Boehe 

Solo  Violin— Lady  HALLE 


December  1st,  at  S. 
Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  C^sar  Franck 
Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOTJL  PUGNO. 


December  15th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Path6tique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdam- 

merung")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Mies  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR. 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOONS  at  3. 

1906.    Nov.  17,  Dec.  1,  15. 
1907.   Jan.  19,  Feb.  3,  16,  March  ». 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas, 
£1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7s.  6rf., 
2s.  f\d. ,  1». ,  of  usual  Agents  ;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Oflice,  Queen's  Hall ;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


THE  ATFtES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


OT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 
^  —Every  Evening  at  8.16.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  (Ijy  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
Avenue.— HENRY  LOWENFELD,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Eraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton.  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Ofilce  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


DALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
— Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English, 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  George  Edwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradfteld,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Emney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabetli  Filth, 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening, 
and  Evie  Greene. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President : 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT,  K.G. 
Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  29th  NOV.,  1906, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

THE  SONG  OF 
HIAWATHA 

Set  to  Music  by  COLERIDGE  TAYLOR. 


Madame  EMILY  SQUIRE. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DALTON  BAKER. 


Organist :  Mr  Balfoue,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7.'.  6(i.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s. ,  unreserved,  48. ;  Gallery  (promenade), 
Is.  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents, 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND  PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 

TO  AND  FROM  THE 

Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBVSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c. 

W.  GUY  ORANET, 

Derby,  1906.  OeneraJ,  Manager. 


L.  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  toGREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST.  . 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  liy  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast.   

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Eiiston  Station.  General  Manager. 


COARSE  FISHING 

REQUIRED  TO  RENT 

Within  40  Miles  of  London. 


Write,  with  full  particulars,  stating 
nearest  station  and  rent  required.—"  W.," 
1,  Craignish  Avenue,  Norbury,  S.W. 


SALMON  FISHING. 

WANTED   TO  RENT 

Fop  iMonth,  Season,  op  Lease, 

BEAT  on  First-class  Salmon  River. 
Would  require  to  know  particulars  of 
Salmon  killed  for  last  three  seasons. 
Rent  asked,  and  all  particulars. — Address, 
0357,  Bibchall's  Advebtising  Offices, 
Liverpool. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

will    WATERPROOF,    SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE    WALKING,  FISHING. 
SHOOTING,   and   GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  iniparvious  to  the  wet, 
preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 

  Gold  Medal  Awards— 

Samiili-  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
pout  2  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition,  1905. 
Of  all  BootmaJtere,  Stores.  &o.,  3d.,6d.,  1/-.  1/6  per  box. 
PROUT,  25,  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


Anglers  wishing'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing:  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADYKRTISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate, 
Addresi:  King  Street,  Alfretoa. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Aeeldents. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
J  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 2  doz,  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
cation. 

JOHN  WHITE  &r  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseaaea  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  MedicaZ  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee.  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


The  CAStTALTY  INS0RANOB  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
pa."  jenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 


Signed.  -  • 
Address. 


The  due  fulfilment  of  this  inanrance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Lim,ited, 

7,  Waterloo  PlacCi  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 


SPEOIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


PROPERTffiS  witli  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  jfisbing  (Basette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  HC. 


November  17,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


HENLEY  FISH  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 

Deab  Sir, — The  enclosed  ie  a  copy  of  a  letter 
recently  received  by  the  above  society.  Subscrip- 
tions and  similar  letters  have  been  received  during 
the  past  few  months  from — 

The  True  Caledonian  Anglrag  Society, 
,   The  Oglander  Piscatorial  Society, 

The  Carlton  Angling  Society,  and 

The  Brompton  Angling  Society. 

In  addition  to  these,  the  Anglers'  Association  has 
sent  us  a  handsome  donation  and  a  most  appreciative 
letter. — Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Edward  Hobbs,  Hon.  Sec. 

28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames. 

Here  is  the  copy  referred  to  : — 
"  Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society. 

Black  BuU,  Fulham-road,  S. W. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  please  find  P.O.  for  £1  Is. 
as  a  donation  from  the  above  society  towards  the 
funds  of  the  H.F.P.A.,  whose  grand  work  is  always 
admired  by  the  members  of  this  society,  which  is 
composed  of  working  men  who  greatly  appreciate 
the  good  work  your  society  is  doing  for  the  benefit 
of  anglers  of  all  classes.  We  are  of  opinion  that 
your  good  work  should  be  appreciated  by  London 
anglers  even  more  than  it  is.  Wishing  your  society 
and  its  work  of  preservation  and  restocking  every 
success — ^I  am,  yours  truly,       "A.  Glass,  Sec." 


LOCH  AWE— ANGLING  FROM  TAYCHREG- 
GAN  HOTEL— A  RECORD  CATCH  OF 
SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  FEROX. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  insert  the  following 
in  your  paper,  as  it  may  be  of  some  inteiest  to 
anglers  who  have  never  fished  Loch  Awe.  These 
catches  were  made  from  July  1  till  middle  of  Sep- 
tember by  diherent  parties  fishing  from  my  boat: — ■ 

Mr.  Taylor  Cameron,  Ediuburgh,  one  grilse,  one 
trout,  one  day's  fishing.  Mr.  Winnie,  secretary  for 
the  Kilsyth  Fishing  Club,  one  grilse,  one  day's  fishing. 
Mr.  Charles  Gilbertson,  London,  seventeen  salmon 
and  grilse,  five  of  which  were  skilfully  played  and 
brought  to  the  gaff  by  Mrs.  GUbertson  ;  three  of  the 
above  were  landed  in  one  day,  and  we  had  a  hard 
fight  with  a  fourth,  but  being  slightly  hooked  he 
escaped  our  gaff.  Seven  were  lancred  in  three  days, 
followed  by  eight  blank  days  (weather  black  and 
stormy),  wliich  clearly  proves  that  we  have  more 
to  depend  on  the  conditions  of  the  weather  for  a 
fish  than  on  the  number  of  fish  in  the  loch.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gilbertson  also  landed  thirty-nine  good- 
sized  trout  on  salmon  tackle,  fly,  and  minnow, 
thirty-five  days'  fishing.  Mr.  Finiay  Farquliarson, 
Sonachan,  one  ferox,  three  trout,  one  day's  fishing. 
Miss  May  Farquharson,  one  salmon,  one  jerox  of 
91b.,  one  day's  fishing.  My  own  catcli  when  unem- 
ployed, seven  salmon  and  grilse,  four  ferox,  and 
lourteen  trout.  Total:  Twenty-seven  salmon  and 
grike,  six  ferox,  and  fifty-seven  trout. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  last  season  has  been 
the  worst  on  record  for  salmon,  and  this  season 
has  been  the  best  during  my  time  of  ten  seasons  on 
Loch  Awe.  Last  season  during  tiie  months  of 
June  and  July  the  loch  and  River  Awe  were  too 
low  to  allow  fish  to  enter  the  loch,  the  nets  playing 
havoc  all  the  time,  and  this  season  is  easily 
accounted  for — in  the  first  place,  the  nets  were  oif 
every  night  for  the  first  time,  and  heavy  rain  fell 
in  good  time  to  allow  the  fish  to  get  into  the  loch. 

The  following  is  my  ten  seasons'  catch  of  salmon 
and /eroa;  on  Loch  Awe  ; — Salmon  and  grilse,  163; 
ferox,  sixty-four.  The  heaviest  ferox  was  caught  by 
Dr.  James  Ogilvie  in  the  Pass  of  Brander  with  a 
3in.  natural  bait,  a  beautiful  bronze  colour,  weight, 
161b.,  which  was  set  up  by  Mr.  Bisshopp,  Oban. 
The  heaviest  Kalmon  was  landed  by  Mr.  Charles 
Farquharson,  weight,  22^1b.  This  also  clearly 
proves  that  the  heaviest  tish  go  up  the  Orchy 
river,  as  I  read  lately  that  they  averaged  251b. 
each.  The  earliest  salmon  caught  in  my  boat,  or 
any  other  boat,  was  on  May  10  by  Colonel  Winter, 
Cromer,  with  a  Sin.  Silver  Phantom  while  fishing 
for  ferox.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Winter  caught 
a  very  nice  shaped  ferox  of  121b.,  which  was  also 
set  up  by  Mr.  Bisshopp,  and  at  least  Mr.  Bisshopp 
has  had  a  dozen  ot  the  above  number  through  his 
hands.  The  earliest  grilse  caught  was  on  June  15. 
The  best  month  for  grilse  is  July  if  there  is  enough 
water  to  let  them  up.  as  they  take  more  freely 
either  fly  or  minnow. 

The  best  month  for  trout  is  AprO  if  the  weather 
is  mild  enoitgh,  otherwise  May  is  best ;  but  for  the 
last  two  seasons  June  has  proved  the  best,  as  Dr. 
Ogilvie,  fishing  from  my  boat,  landed  172  trout  in 
seven  days. 


Loch  Awe  trout  average  about  ^Ib.  each  caught 
with  fly,  and  are  seldom  caught  over  1  Jib.  with  fly. 
1  may  also  state  that  nearly  all  the  above  number 
of  ferox  were  caught  round  the  shore  while  fishing 
for  salmon  with  a  small  bait,  sometimes  natural  and 
sometimes  artificial,  with  forty  yards  of  Une  on  the 
inside  rod,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  on  the  outside 
rod,  going  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour.  Some 
anglers  imagine  that  all  the  ferox  are  in  the  middle 
of  the  loch  and  cannot  be  caught  but  with  a  6in. 
bait,  a  lump  of  lead,  and  go  at  a  funeral  pace. 
Some  anglers  wonder  when  they  get  so  many  tugs 
at  their  miimow  how  the  fish  can  escape,  being 
hooked  with  so  many  hooks  on — when  too  many 
hooks  is  the  very  cause  of  it,  as  when  the  minnow 
spins  round  these  loose  hooks  only  scratch  the  fish 
by  the  nose  or  catch  them  by  the  whiskers. 

It  is  also  natural  that  a  fish  will  see  a  bait  much 
further  away  above  his  head  than  below,  and  will 
take  it  more  freely.  I  like  my  bait  to  be  from  (iin. 
to  a  foot  below  the  water. 

Some  anglers  also  wonder  whether  fish  can  smell ; 
but  my  style  of  trolling  gives  them  neither  time  to 
smell  the  bait  nor  count  the  hooks,  but  come  at  it 
with  a  rush,  generally  well  hooked. 

I  only  used  two  triangles  last  season  on  my 
tackles  and  now  I  am  only  using  one  at  the  tail, 
and  I  think  the  above  figures  will  speak  for  them- 
selves as  to  whether  big  baits  or  little  baits,  fast 
trolling  or  slow  trolling,  are  most  deadly. — Yours 
truly,  Archie  Fabquharson. 


WIDE  RANGE  OF  B.S.A.S.  DIVERSIONS. 

Deab  Sib, — Though  a  member  of  an  Indian  service, 
whose  duties  keep  him  inland,  I  have  nevertheless  for 
some  time  looked  forward  to  joining  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  on  retirement,  and  getting  some  sea 
fishing  under  its  auspices.  But  there  is  something 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  ii  which  gives  me 
pause,  for  I  like  to  know  exactly  what  I  am  letting 
myself  in  for.    I  enclose  a  cutting  for  easy  reference. 

Here,  sir,  you  see  that  a  member  says  that  trout- 
rods  and  tackle  should  not  appear  in  the  society's 
exhibitions  because  sea-trout  fishing  is  not  "sea" 
angling.  To  which  a  second  member,  corroborated 
by  a  third,  retorts  that  he  has  caught  seals  in  the 
sea.  The  argumant  is  not  very  logical,  but  appears 
to  imply  that  even  seal-tackle  should  find  a  place 
in  the  exhibitions. 

Now  this  seems  to  me  to  be  rather  running  sea 
angling  into  the  ground,  or,  say,  into  deep  soundings. 
Where  is  one  to  stop  ?  Should  I,  as  a  member  of 
the  B.S.A.S.,  be  expected  to  go  paternostering  for 
walruses  or  whiffing  for  Polar  bears  ?  The  poet 
writes  of  the  Enemy  of  Mankind  that — 

"  His  hook  he  baited  with  a  dragon's  tail. 
Then  sat  upon  a  rock  and  bobbed  for  whale," 

and  I  rather  think  that  the  Badminton  volume 
includes  whales  and  whaling  in  the  category  of 
"  coarse  fish."  Still  one  ought  to  draw  the  line 
somewhere,  and  an  exhibition  of  tackle  for  this  sorb 
of  sport  would  necessitate  the  society  hiring  Hyde 
Partt  to  accommodate  it. — Yours  truly,  A. 
Sholapur,  India,  Oct.  21. 

[The  report  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
referred  to  by  •'  A.  "  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Oct.  6.  According  to  it,  "  Mr.  Mallett,  in  reply, 
urged  that  he  had  caught  seals  out  off  the  Shetlands 
in  distinctly  the  sea,  no  estuary,  and  in  deep 
sounding,  which  Mr.  Boyton  confirmed  from  his 
experience." — Ed.  J 

CLAY  V.  ALLCOCK. 

Dear  Sir, — ^In  the  report  of  the  above  case  which 
you  printed  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  10,  I  am  unduly 
honoured  by  the  designation  of  a  member  of  fishing 
tackle  fraternity  of  Redditch.  I  have  no  claim  to 
this,  and  lest  confusion  should  arise  I  shall  be  glad 
if  youwiU  publish  this  disclaimer. — Yours  faithfully, 

F.  H.  Clay. 


"A  WHOLESALE  CONDEMNATION  OF 

PRAWN  FISHING  FOR  SALMON." 
Dear  Sib, — -Though  I  do  not  care  much  for  fish- 
ing for  salmon  witli  anything  but  a  fly,  I  think  you, 
sii-,  and  your  correspondent,  Mr.  W.  Tivy,  have 
rather  missed  the  point  in  your  comparison  between 
prawn  fishing  for  salmon  and  fishing  for  trout  with 
salmon  roe.  I  fancy  the  principal  and  only  objec- 
tion to  using  the  latter  was  the  taking  of  the  sahnon 
roe  for  the  purpose  of  bait. — Yours  truly, 

Salmon  Fly. 


CANE  BUILT  AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  obliged  to  "  Unbiased  "  for  his 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  10.  It  would  seem  to 
me  that  much  of  this  contention  is  based  on  a  mis- 
understanding. In  the  first  place,  I  am  sorry  to 
have  again  to  refer  to  my  performance  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  Tournament  with  the  18ft.  rod,  but  I  can 
assure  "  Unbiased  "  that  no  one  was  more  surprised 


with  the  result  than  myself  and  those  who  had  seen 
my  practices  all  through. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  before  I  was  able  to 
cast  I  had  to  stand  some  three  to  five  minutes  on 
the  stage  unravelling  my  line  which  had  got  into  a 
hopeless  tangle.  One  can  readily  imagine  that  not 
being  an  "  angel,"  this  did  not  improve  matters,  and 
besides,  I  was  unwell  consequent  on  the  change  of 
air  and  diet. 

I  entered  in  six  events,  won  four  and  was  second 
in  two.  This  was  quite  as  good  as  any  man  could 
expect,  at  the  same  time  the  records  were  not 
satisfactory. 

Referring  to  the  more  important  part  of  his  letter, 
I  think  we  are  rather  at  sea  about  tapers.  I  may 
explain  that  no  rod  is  a  true  taper — that  is,  two 
straight  lines  converging.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
top  of  a  rod  tapers  quickly,  while  the  middle  is 
slower,  and  the  butt  in  some  cases  almost  parallel. 

"  Unbiased's  "  '■  Hardy  "  rod  may  be  a  good  one 
and  have  a  nice  easy  casting  action,  but  if  so  it  will 
give  a  good  deal  of  curve  at  the  butt  when  under 
pressure.  Rods  are,  of  course,  differently  tapered — 
that  is,  balanced.  For  instance,  the  "  Houghton," 
"  Pennell,"  and  "Hi  Regan"  rods  are  of  the  same 
type,  difl'ering  only  in  length.  All  have  an  easy 
action  in  the  butt,  while  the  tops  and  middles  are 
strong  and  fairly  well  tapered.  Opposed  to  these 
are  rods  of  the  "Halford  Priceless,"  'H.  S.  Hall," 
and  "  Sir  Edward  Grey  "  "  Perfection  "  type  which 
are  stifier  and  show  much  less  curve  in  the  butt 
when  under  stress. 

From  this  it  may  be  gathered  that  it  is  difficult  to 
compare  rods.  It  is,  however,  easy  to  compare  the 
materials  of  which  rods  are  built,  and  while  I  prefer 
this  latter  course  as  the  best,  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  make  two  rods  as  nearly  alike  as  possible,  one  of 
built-cane  and  the  other  of  greenheart.  If  this  is  to 
be  done  we  must  be  clear  about  the  diameters  so  as 
to  get  an  equal  area  of  section,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  as  a  section  of  the  "Hexagonal"  built-cane 
has  two  diameters,  we  take  the  mean  as  the  com- 
parative diameter  for  the  greenheart,  and  that  the 
measurements  be  taken  at  every  three  inches.  I 
would  also  prefer,  as  greenheart  differs  much  in  its 
quaUty,  that  '•  Unbiased  "  supply  the  greenheart  or 
select  it  from  material  which  i  would  send  for  his 
approval. — Yours  faithfully, 

Norham-on-Tweed.  John  Jame.3  Habdy. 

P.S. — Killed  five  yesterday— 151b.,  11  lb.,  71b 
231b.,  181b. 


GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Deab  Sie, — "  Other  things  being  equal,  the  more 
powerful  rod  will  throw  the  longer  line."  But  will 
it  ?  Not  the  least  important  of  the  other  things  is 
the  wielder  of  it.    What  is  meant  by  "powerful  "  ? 

Mr.  Hardy  has  pointed  out  that  a  rod  is  a  spring. 
WeU,  the  spring  might  be  so  strong  that  the  angler's 
strength  would  be  insutficient  to  bend  it.  A  ow 
is  a  spring  also,  but  if  it  were  beyond  the  strength 
of  the  archer  he  could  not  shoot  with  it.  In  the 
ca^e  of  the  bow  it  is  the  elasticity  alone  that  drives 
the  arrow,  but  with  regard  to  the  rod  it  is  ditficult 
to  estimate  how  much  of  the  impetus  of  the  line 
is  due  to  the  spring  of  the  rod.  If  a  rod  were 
a,bsolutely  rigid  and  its  "power"  nil,  could  not  a 
line  be  thrown  with  it  ? 

It  is  rather  idle  to  compare  the  performances  of 
Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Enright.  It  would  be  more  to 
the  point  if  the  one  would  tell  us  how  far  he  can 
throw  with  a  greenheart  rod,  and  the  other  what  he 
can  do  with  one  of  split-cane. 

Nobody  seems  to  have  mentioned  it,  but  there  is 
one  case,  tha:,  of  Mr.  Muir,  where  the  same  man  won 
two  championships  within  a  few  days  of  each  other. 
In  the  first  contojt,  using  an  18ft.  greenheart,  he 
cast  about  40yd.  (I  have  not  the  exact  figures), 
and  in  the  second,  with  an  18ft.  steel-centrecf  spht- 
cane,  1ft.  further.  I  am  writing  from  memory,  but 
the  file  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  give  the  exajt 
figures. — Yours  truly,  O.scar  Allen. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sir,— After  ail  that  has  been  said  on  the 
above,  I  wonder  if  you  will  allow  me,  a  trout  fisher 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  to  add  just  a  little 
more.  In  the  first  place,  unle  s  1  am  very  much 
mistaken,  the  whole  thing  arose  out  ot  an  idea  of 
yours  that  a  greenheart  salmon  rod  w  juld  not  bend 
so  much  as  a  cane-built  rod  under  the  same  pull. 
Now  the  whole  question  appears  to  have  been 
twisted  round  as  to  the  supeaority  of  Hardy's  split- 
cane  rods.  I  admire  Mr.  Hardy's  flgtiting  spirit 
—he  certainly  has  not  missed  a  chance  tj  further 
his  own  firm.  But  does  Air.  Hardy  really  imagine 
that  because  he  says  so  and  so,  all  and  every  will 
follow  like  sheep  through  a  gap.  I  myself  ha\-e 
owned  five  of  Hardy's  greenheart  rods.  They  say 
in  their  catalogue  their  third  quality  is  equal  to 
any  other  maker's  best.  I  have  not  found  them  so, 
even  although  I  never  had  anything  below  their 
second.    But  there  are  greenhearts  and  greenhearta. 
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Let  anyone  try  a  rod  by  Enright,  of  Castleconnell, 
and  he  will  see  the  difference  between  a  toy  and  a 
tool  in  a  very  few  minutes.  "Unbiased."  iu  your 
issue  of  Nov.  10,  will  win  hands  down.  I  know  a 
man  who  has  a  best  Hardy  split- cane,  and  nothing 
delights  him  more  than  to  show  how  it  will  bend. 
His  manner  is  to  ask  you  to  hold  the  butt  at  right 
angles  to  a  rail  while  he  proceeds  to  pull  the  top 
down  until  the  tip  touches  the  rail  a  few  feet  further 
oS.  I  often  use  single  hair,  I  hate  playing  a  fish, 
particularly  during  the  time  of  the  take,  but 
using  my  favourite  Enright,  I  have  never  yet  taken 
second  place  on  our  north  country  rivers.  The 
above  applies  only  to  wet-fly  fishing. — Yours  truly. 

White  Rose. 


PORCELAIN  RINGS  FOR  FISHING  RODS. 

Deab  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Bene  quia  Recce's" 
suggestion,  I  would  respectfully  ask  him  to  re-peruse 
his  Fiehing  Gazette  of  Oct.  20,  pages  91  and  92,  your 
opinion,  Mr.  Editor,  may  be  more  convincing  than 
mine ! 

His  porcelain  ring  was  broken  by  being  knocked 
against  the  bough  of  a  tree,  Mr.  Warren  Vernon's  by 
contact  with  a  pier-head,  harsh  usage  in  both  cases ; 
rod  rings  need  be  made  of  adamantine  steel  to  stand 
such  treatment.  To  condemn  porcelain  rings 
because  they  will  not  stand  careless  handling  is  most 
unfair.  I  have  used  these  rings  three  or  four  years 
and  have  not  had  a  breakage  yet ;  they  cannot  rust, 
do  not  furrow,  and  for  free,  smooth  running  of  line 


together  into  the  grass,  and  I  picked  up  several  of 
them,  sometime?  an  additional  male  was  holding 
on  to  the  pair.  The  fact  of  there  having  been  very 
strong  winds  and  rain  for  the  previous  two  or  three 
days  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  this 
coupling  of  adult  males  with  subimagos  ;  for  along 
the  shore  of  the  lough  dead  May  Flies  were  literally 
piled  up  at  the  water's  edge  to  a  depth  of  two  or 
three  inches,  and  a  scarcity  of  female  imago?  may 
very  likely  have  arisen  through  their  b^r^ing  wrecked 
and  drowned  in  such  extraordinary  numbers. — S. 
Vendue,  Portinscale,  Keswick,  Oct.  8,  1906." 

[This  is,  I  believe,  the  only  recorded  notice  of 
the  kind.  It  only  shows  anglers  are  often  too 
particidar  as  to  the  shade  of  pattern  they  u?e;  if 
the  May  Flies  themselves  do  not  know  the  difference 
we  need  not  fear  that  the  trout  will. — Eo.] 

DROPPER  ATTACHMENT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the 
correspondence  that  has  lately  been  appearing  in 
the  Fishing  Gaze'te  on  the  subject  of  dropper  attach- 
ment, and  would  like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
brother  anglers  a  method  which  I  find  very  effective. 
It  is  this: — 

Make  a  fisherman's  half-hitch  on  each  strand  of 
gut  preparatory  to  the  formation  of  the  usual 
casting  line  knot,  and  before  tightening  the  half- 
hitch  loops  insert  the  knotted  dropper  end  through 
both,  commencing  with  loop  nearest  the  tail  of  the 
cast,  then  pull  the  hitches  close  up  and  draw  the 
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there's  nothing  to  equal  them,  all  they  require  is 
ordinary  care  in  handling.  It  is  the  user  who  stands 
condemned,  not  the  ring  ! — Yours  truly. 

The  BosToif  Bitteen. 
[Why  does  not  somebody  bring  out  a  porcelain 
ring  with  a  solid  rubber  tire  on  the  outside  !  I  hear 
that  soon  a  metal  ring  with  enamel  surface,  on  the 
lines  of  the  enamelled  saucepan,  will  be  put  on  the 
market ,  it  sounds  right,  but  of  course  the  enamel 
would  chip  off  if  the  ring  is  struck  against  ironwork 
of  a  pier. — ^Ed.O 


MATERIAL  FOR  ROD  BUILDING. 
Deae  Sie, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
inforni  me  as  to  where  I  may  get  the  very  best 
material  for  building  a  cane-rod,  and  obUge — Yours 
truly,  ViD. 


HOW  TO  DEAL  WITH  CORMORANTS. 
Deae  Sib, — In  answer  to  "  Cormorant "  he  should 
introduce  a  little  birdlime  on  his  island,  this  would 
capture  the  cormorants. — Yours  truly, 

H.  H.  Gbay. 


FISHING  PICTURES. 

Deae  Sie, — The  other  day  I  picked  up  four  comic 
fishing  pictures  by  R.  M.  Alexander.  They  appear 
to  be  lithographed  from  the  stone  or  plate,  and  then 
hand-coloured. 

Are  they  of  any  value,  and  was  the  artist  con- 
temporaneous with  J ohn  Leech  ?  The  men's  dress 
points  to  this  period. 

Perhaps  you  or  some  of  your  many  readers  may 
help  me  in  this  matter,  and  oblige — Yours  truly, 

12,  Old  Bond-street,  Spinning  Minnow. 

Bath. 


MAY  FLY  OBSERVATIONS. 

Deae  Sie, — ^I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  wUl 
find  room  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  this  letter  and 
the  enclosed  cutting  from  the  Entomologist's  Monthly 
Magazine.  I  think  it  may  prove  of  interest  to  many 
fishermen  and  others. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  your  readers  if  they 
have  witnessed  anything  similar,  or  can  account  for 
so  unusual  an  occurrence  in  any  other  way. — Yours 
truly,  S.  VENOtm. 

Portinscale,  Keswick,  Nov.  11, 

Here  is  the  interesting  cutting  from  the  Entomo- 
logist's Monthly  Magazine: — '-Ephemera  (danica. 
Mull.  1}  male  imago  coupling  with  the  female  sub- 
imago. — At  the  end  of  May,  last  year,  I  was  fishing 
Lough  Arrow,  near  Boyle,  co.  Roscommon,  Ireland. 
The  day  being  very  calm  and  hot  I  landed  for  lunch 
between  one  and  two  o'clock,  and  during  the  meal 
noticed  thousands  of  'spinners'  {6  imago)  rising 
and  falling  over  a  low  hedge  about  ten  yards  from 
the  water.  Female  '  Green  Drakes  '  (May  Fly,  sub- 
imago)  kept  flying  ashore,  and  as  soon  as  ever  one 
reached  the  land  it  was  pursued  by  one  or  more 
of  the  male  'spinners,'  which  flew  out  to  meet 
them,  and  generally  caught  them,  but  not  always. 
The  mated  pairs  for  the  most  part  fell  down  coupled 
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dropper  so  as  to  bring  the  knot  in  its  end  against 
the  upper  hitch,  then  complete  the  knot  in  the 
usual  way.  It  is  thus  clear  that  the  gut  of  the 
dropper  is  in  the  middle  of  the  knot  in  the  casting 
line,  and  a  heavy  tu  j  on  this  dropper  imparts  a 
straight  pull  on  the  casting  line,  and  obviates  a  snap, 
as  so  frequently  occurs  with  a  dropper  attached 
at  right  angles,  and,  moreover,  the  attachment  is 
easily  and  quickly  made. 

A  and  B  represent  half-hitches  (single)  made  on 
strands  of  casting  line  :  insert  dropper  C  through  B 
and  A,  complete  knot  by  drawing  A  and  B  tight, 
then  pull  A  and  B  together  in  usual  way,  and  by 
holding  the  dropper  C  with  the  tail  end  of  cast,  the 
knot  C  will  run  along  with  knot  A  and  rest  against 
B  ;  the  knots  formed  by  closing  A  and  B  will  both 
close  around  the  gut  of  dropper  which  is  thus 
securely  fixed,  and  knot  C  prevents  the  dropper 
from  being  pulled  through  the  knot  of  the  casting 
line.  When  knots  A  B  and  C"  have  been  drawn 
together  a  slight  pull  on  dropper  C  will  be  necessary 
to  make  it  stand  away  from  the  casting  line,  and  at 
the  same  time  jam  the  knot  C  against  the  knot 
formed  by  A  and  B. — Yours  truly, 

Cape  Town.  Gus  Tedllip. 


"CAN  FISH  FEEL  PAIN?" 
Dear  Sie, — Fishing  at  Ilfraeombe  one  day  with  a 
light  hand-line,  a  friend  of  mine  tried  it,  and  struck 
to  what  he  said  was  a  good  bite.  '•  It  is  gone,"  sa'd 
he,  and  left  my 'line  as  it  was.  A  few  moments  after 
another  man.  fishing  farther  down  the  pier,  hooked 
a  big  fish.  He  asked  me  to  go  to  the  lower  staging 
and  land  it  for  him.  It  proved  to  be  a  nine-pound 
cod,  and  as  I  landed  it  I  saw,  besides  liis  hook, 
another  one  on  the  other  side  of  its  mouth,  and  on 
it  a  small  pout  whiting,  alive  1  My  friend  had 
struck  my  line  heavily  wiien  the  cod  was  taking  the 
pout,  and  the  pout  had  been  on  before,  unnoticed, 
when  the  cod  came  by.  On  another  occasion  I 
struck  too  hard  to  a  codling,  and  broke  my  gut  li  ik. 
Almost  the  next  drop  in  brought  me  up  the  codling 
with  both  hooks  in  his  mouth. — Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  Vernon. 


CREOSOTE  TANKS    IN  A  FISHERY 
DISTRICT. 

Deae  Sie, — Throughout  our  Rother  Fishery 
District  there  is  a  considerable  acreage  of  hops. 
All,  or  the  greater  part,  of  the  hop  poles  used  are 
now  dipped  in  either  hot  or  cold  creosote,  con- 
sequently the  number  of  creosote  tanks,  if  one 
were  to  number  the  hop  farms,  would  be  very  con- 
siderable. When  not  in  use  they  often  have  some 
of  the  creo90te  left  in  them,  on  which  the  rain  fal  s 
and  fills  the  tank.  Formerly  it  was  the  custom  to 
empty  these  tanks  into  the  nearest  ditch.  The 
water  naturally  flowed  from  ditch  to  ditch  until  it 
flowed  into  a  tributary  of  the  river. 

I  well  remember  two  distinct  cases  in  which  two 
good  tributaries  were  totally  denuded  of  fish  from 
this  cause;  it  was  done  quite  innocently,  and 
anyone  would  have  thought  the  distance  from  run- 


ning water  would 'have  been 'quite  sufficient  to 
neutralise  any  bad  effects,  but  I  can  vouch  for  both 
these  cases,  as  the  offenders  informed  me  of  it 
themselves.  Fortunately,  of  late  years,  hop  growers 
have  found  this  out,  and  for  a  long  period  I 
have  not  heird  of  a  single  tributary  of  either  the 
Rother,  the  Tillingham,  or  the  Bredo  rivers  suffering 
a  loss  of  fish  from  this  cause. 

It  is  a  matter  which  has  often  been  discussed  at 
meetings  of  our  Rother  Fishery  Association,  and  I 
believe  it  has  borne  fruit  by  its  giving  forth  the  disas- 
trous results  of  allowing  the  waste  water  of  the 
creosote  tanks  to  run  away  in  the  ditches ;  and  I 
know  many  who  used  to  do  so  but  now  put  it  in 
empty  casks,  etc.,  and  use  a  small  quantity  of  it 
with  the  real  article  with  as  good  effect. 

I  trust  this  may  be  of  use  to  show  that  a  little 
foresight  may,  with  a  little  trouble,  be  a  boon  to 
a  fishery  district  which  always  does  its  best  to  find 
sport  for  its  supporters. — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Daws,  Secretary. 

Rother  Fishery  Association. 


"  ANTI-CORMORANT." 
Deae  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  3,  I  was  assured  by  a  Galway  fisher- 
man that  during  the  period  in  which  the  local 
fishing  association  paid  for  cormorants  he  caught 
numbers  on  a  line  laid  in  the  shallow  parts  of  the 
lake  with  hooks  at  intervals  baited  with  fish — I 
believe  he  u  .ed  pieces  of  pike.  The  line,  I  under- 
stood, was  laid  at  night,  and  there  was  "  murdther  " 
in  the  morning  when  it  was  taken  up.  The  process 
is  not  a  nice  one  certainly,  neither  can  much  be 
said  for  strychnine  or  the  steel-trap.  The  cormorant 
must  be  looked  upon  as  destructive  vermin  and 
treated  accordinglv,  while  inflicting  as  little  suffering 
as  is  possible.  Wh-Jre  a  line  could  be  set  by  day 
near  to  shore,  and  watched  so  that  the  birds  could 
be  quickly  de  (patched,  most  of  the  objection  would 
be  removed. 

The  only  doubt  of  which  I  can  give  the  cormorant 
the  benefit  is  that  he  may  eat  more  pike  than  trout, 
when  at  the  same  time  the  pike  consumes  more 
trout  than  pike — a  nice  question  in  probabilities! 
—Yours  truly,  Hibeenia. 


FISHING  AT  NEWHAVEN. 

Dear  Sib, — Turning  over  my  file  of  the  Fishing 
Gaz'  tte  the  other  day,  I  noticed  an  interesting  letter 
und^r  t  lis  head  from  Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  the  date,  I 
believe,  was  September  18,  1905,  and  I  thought 
perhaps,  as  I  have  just  returned  from  a  ten  weeks' 
visit  there,  you  might  feel  interested  to  hear  my 
more  recent  experience. 

As  to  bass  fishing,  this  I  think  it  is  admitted  is 
not  improving.  I  saw  many  fish  from  31b.  to  71b., 
and  one  of  8^1b.,  a  larger  one  of  131b.  odd  I  only 
heard  of,  and  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  see. 
When  I  say  many,  I  mean  it  to  apply  rather  to  the 
31b.  than  the  71b. 

Small  ba^s  abiund,  and  are  easily  caught  with  a 
little  trouble  and  observation  as  to  feeding  time, 
etc.,  from  t  le  breakwater.  On  two  ocsasions  I  had 
twenty-o  'e  and  forty-three  respectively.  Mickerel 
were  plentiful  up  till  last  week,  and  readily  take 
Spinner  or  whitebait ;  they  may  be  taken  from  pier, 
breakwater,  or,  preferably,  from  a  boat  with  fly, 
a-railing.  Bottom  fishing  from  pior,  breakwater,  or 
in  the  harbour  is  poor,  though  a  boat  half  a  mile 
out  will  soon  get  among  the  whiting,  pout,  and 
dabs,  which  are  plentiful  and  large.  From  the 
breakwater,  too,  conger  of  very  decent  size  may  be 
taken  at  almost  any  time  and  state  of  tide,  81b.  to 
l'21b.,  or  even  141b.,  being  by  no  means  unusual. 
Mr.  Hardy  notices  the  use  of  fly — it  certainly  is 
peculiar,  but  is  interesting  chiefly  after  examining 
the  interior  of  a  small  bass  caught  near  the  shore, 
when  it  will  be  found  literally  stuffed  with  maggots! 
Bait  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  procure,  and  bottom 
fishers  should  always  bring  their  own  worms  (lug 
and  rag).  As  to  prawns,  the  sea  is  absolutely  alive 
with  them,  and  with  whitebait,  hence,  doubtless, 
the  paucity  of  big  fish  recorded,  the  average  angler 
having  an  aversion  to  using  any  bait  but  prawn,  on 
which  the  fish  are  already  glutted.  If  prawns  are 
wanted  for  bait,  it  is  not  bad  fun  to  borrow  a  net 
from  Mr.  Watson,  of  the  Hope  Inn,  and  going  on  to 
the  breakwater,  catch  your  own.  An  hour  or  so 
may  often  mean  a  hundred  or  mo-e  grand  prawns, 
which  are  not  necessarily  all  kept  for  bait. 

As  to  Mr.  Hardy's  remarks  re  the  Bridge  Hotel, 
thoy  continue  to  hold  good.  It  is  exce'lent,  and 
Mr.  Ashcroft  is  himself  a  sportsman ;  moreover,  he 
can  always  find  you  a  boat  and  man,  and  his  man, 
if  you  want  them,  obtains  splendid  mussels. 

No  grey  mullet  yet,  I  am  hoping  to  hear  of  them 
and  go  down  again, — Yours  truly, 

B.  M.  Oakeshott. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)j 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Future  of  Loch  Leven, 

In  reply  to  many  inqmries  respecting  what  will 
be  the  fate  of  Loch  Leven  under  the  new  control, 
and  whether  angling  clubs  and  the  general  public 
will  be  excluded,  I  have  it  on  the  best  authority 
that  the  celebrated  loch  will  neither  be  closed  to 
clubs  nor  to  the  general  angling  pubhc,  and  the 
charges  will  not  bo  raised.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
venture  to  predict  that  the  fishing  will,  in  the  course 
of  a  very  few  seasons,  be  better  than  it  ever  has  been. 


Porcelain  Rod  Rings. 

As  I  have  often  said,  I  find  that  porcelain  rod 
rings  add  immensely  to  one's  comfort  in  castmg, 
and  almost  do  away  with  friction  and  wear  of  line 
in  the  rings.  In  a  footnote  to  "  Boston  Bittern's  " 
letter,  m  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  17,  I  said :  — 

"  Why  does  not  somebody  bring  out  a  porcelain 
ring  with  a  solid  rubber  tire  on  the  outside  !  I  hear 
that  soon  a  metal  ring  with  enamel  surface,  on  the 
lines  of  the  enamelled  saucepan,  will  be  put  on  the 
market ;  it  sounds  right,  but  of  course  the  enamel 
would  chip  off  if  the  ring  is  struck  against  iron- 
work of  a  pier." 

This  remark  brings  me  the  following  letter  from 
Messrs.  Henry  Milward  and  Sons,  of  Washford 
Mills,  Kedditch  :— 

"  We  are  interested  in  your  footnote  to  '  Boston 
Bittern's  '  letter  respecting  rubber  tyres  to  porce- 
lain rings,  because  we  have  lately  been  making  some 
experiments  m  this  direction. 

"  About  the  best  we  succeeded  in  making  was 
the  one  we  have  the  pleasure  in  enclosing  for  your 
kind  inspection. 

"  You  will  notice  that  the  wire  centre  is  slightly 
less  in  diameter  than  the  outside  diameter  of  the 
porcelain  ring,  so  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  ring 
to  get  away. 

"  One  of  our  reasons  for  not  havuig  already  put 
it  on  the  market  was  that  we  feared  the  hfe  of  the 


india-rubber  would  be  rather  a  limited  one— perhajis 
three  or  four  years  only. 

"  However,  as  there  seems  to  be  a  demand  for 
such  a  protector,  we  are  proceeding  to  mount  up 
some  pike  and  sea  rods  in  this  way,  and  they  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  retail  trade  quite  shortly." 

The  porcelain  ring  sent  by  Messrs.  Milward  is 
very  ingeniously  gripped  by  a  wire  holder  cncasifd 
in  rubber.  I  think  the  rubber  sliould  bo  a  trifle 
stouter  to  alTord  real  protection  ;  this  thin  rubber 
will  not  only  perish  but  wall  wear  into  holes.  ,1 
am  not  sure  that  leather  would  not  bo  better  than 
rubber — it  would  last  much  longer  ;  the  only  object, 
of  course,  is  to  prevent  the  porcelain  coming  directly 
into  contact  with  iron  or  stone  work. 

Wheatley's  "Gut  Straightener,"  or  "  Anti  Cast 
Damper." 

Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  who  are  always  bringing 
out  some  useful  or  interesting  novelty  for  anglers, 
send  me  what  they  call  Wheatley's  "  Gut 
Straightener,"  or  "  Anti  Cast  Damper "  (what 
funny  names  ! — sounds  like  a  remedy  for  cohc  or 
a  new  whiskey),  with  this  description : — 

"  One  of  the  disadvantages  of  damping  gut  is 
that  it  is  liable  to  be  forgotten,  and  remain  in  the 
damper  too  long,  consequently  it  becomes  limp 
and  flabby,  with  the  life  out  of  it,  and  hable  to  rot. 

"  Fig.  1  illustrates  the  registered  gut  straightener, 
which  has  been  specially  designed  to  overcome  the 
disadvantages  of  damping.    Two  or  three  wipes 


Fig.  1. 

down  with  our  gut  straightener  will  give  a  perfect 
straight  cast,  ready  immediately  for  use,  and  with 
all  the  life  left  in  the  gut.    Try  it  and  be  convinced. 

"  Fig.  2  shows  the  gut  straightener  in  use. 
Perhaps  the  better  way  is  to  fix  the  loop  of  cast 
to  a  nail  or  something  similar,  then  the  two  hands 


Fig.  2. 

are  free,  one  hand  to  hold  the  gut  and  the  other  to 
wipe  down  with  straightener." 

As  I  have  often  said,  I  thmk  that  it  is  a  mistake 
to  keep  gut  casts  damp,  as  they  get  so  flabby,  and 
under  a  magnifying  glass  you  can  see  they  are 
swollen,  and  the  knots  are  soft  and  hable  to  sUp 
if  the  ends  have  been  cut  too  close.  I  always 
test  and  straighten  my  casts  and  other  gut  lines  by 
drawiag  them  slowly  tlu'ough  one  hand  closed  tightly 
on  the  cast,  putting  on  all  the  strain  I  judge  the 
gut  should  stand,  and  very  often  I  and  perfectly 
good  cast  separate  at  a  knot  badly  made.  Many 
anglers  hke  a  piece  of  india-rubber,  and  this  little 
"  straightener  "  will  be  found  a  most  convenient 
form  in  which  to  use  it. 

The  past  Season  on  the  Clwyd  and  Elwy. 

Major  F.  M.  Leshe  kmdly  sends  me  the  foUowing 
notes,  from  which  I  regret  to  see  that  fishing  on 
the  Clwyd  and  Elwy  has  not  been  so  good  as  it 
might  have  been  by  a  long  way.    He  say^ :  — 

"  The  angUng  season  on  the  Clwyd  and  Elwy 
finished  on  Nov.  14,  and  has  not  proved  to  be  a 
satisfactory  one,  not  owing  to  any  scarcity  of  fish 
but  principally  from  chmatic  influences. 

"  In  the  spring,  cold,  harsh  weather/prevailed, 
and  the  trout  did  not  rise  to  the  fly  at  all  freely, 
so  badly,  indeed,  that  one  of  our  best  fishermen 
teUs  me  that  his  average  baskets  were  among  the 


worst  he  has  cv(!r  liad.  Wlicri  the  sc^i-trout  arrived 
in  the  late  summer  and  autumn,  they  did  not  corno 
on  the  feed  as  they  usually  do,  and  in  fact  through- 
out the  whole  HCiison  they  appiiarod  to  be  '  not 
taking  any,'  much  to  tiio  disapjjointmc^nt  of  us 
anghus.  One  rod  had  three  fish  during  this  time 
of  filb.  each,  or  thereabouts  ;  but  I  am  not  suro 
whether  thv.y  were  sea-trout  or  salmon. 

"The  salmon  w(!re  in  iis  bad  a  taking  humour, 
and  the  run  of  heavy  autumn  (ish  w;us  very  late  in 
putting  in  an  appearanc^e,  and  when  they  did  como 
very  little  was  (lone  with  them,  excepting  by  Liout.- 
Colonel  E.  B.  Bartley.  In  the  Lost  four  weeks  ho 
landed  six  fish,  all  on  the  fly — two  of  them  w(-ro 
remarkably  handsome  fish,  fresh  from  the  sea  with 
the  sea  lice  on  them,  and  turning  the  .scale  at  2.31b. 
and  22|lb.  respectively,  both  being  got  in  tho 
Junction  pool ;  and  I  am  sorry  that  none  of  the 
other  rods  can  bo  congratulated  upon  the  ca])tun; 
of  more  than  one  fish  each,  tho  heaviest  of  them 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Bentley  Jones,  and  weighing 
between  101b.  and  111b." 

Fresh  Heads  Wanted. 

"  Dear  Sib,— ^FT  am  anxious  to  obtain  the  fresh 
heads  of  big  examples  of  our  freshwater  fish,  for 
purpose  of  dissection.  May  I  trespass  upon  your 
space  in  order  to  ask  any  of  your  readere  who 
may  bo  able  to  help  mo  to  very  kindly  do  so? 
At  the  present  moment  I  am  wanting  some  pikes' 
heads  most  particularly. — With  compliments,  youre 
faithfully,  "  WiLFKED  Mark  Webb. 

"  Odstock,  Hanwell,  W.,  Nov.  19." 

I  hoTpe  to  show  a  spinning  bait  to  some  "  big 
examples  "  again  before  long.  I  can  a-ssuro  Mr. 
Webb  that  one  or  two  of  us  want  some  big  piko 
most  particularly.  What  does  he  call  "  big  "  ? — I 
know  some  anglers  who  think  a  6  or  7-poundcr  is 
a  big  pike,  and  others  who  consider  20-poundei's 
as  nothing  wonderful.  I  have  been  trying  for  over 
twenty  years  in  vain  to  get  one  of  those  pike  of 
over  501b. which  are  said  to  be  so  common  in  Ireland. 

A  Correction. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  writes  :  — 

"  I  am  wishing  that  your  printer,  or  reader,  or 
you  could  read  my  fist. 

"  I  suppose  I  had  written  that  William  Forrest 
had  caught  the  40-poimder  at  Carham,  on  the 
tenth? — or  whatever  the  date  was  (for  I  forget  it 
now) — and  it  goes  down  in  your  Notes  '  on  tho 
Keth.'  " 

I  agree  with  my  friend  that  I  wish  we'alway.s 
could  "read  his  fist."  Sometimes  our  whole  staff 
tries  for  half  the  morning,  and  when  that  is  no  use 
we  let  the  printer  have  a  go  on  the  "  chuck  and 
chance  it  "  principle.  I  wondered  what  "  on  the 
Keth  "  could  mean  when  I  saw  it  in  tho  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  supposed  it  was  some  newly-named 
salmon  pool  on  tlie  Tweed  which  I  had  not  heard 
of  before.  I  find  what  Mr.  Tod  •wToto  was  tho 
16th." 


Some  "Hardy"  and  other  Rods  for  Sale. 

On  our  last  white  page  will  be  found  an  adver- 
tisement of  some  fine  rods,  etc.,  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
and  other  makers,  which  a  French  angler  wishes  to 
dispose  of.    It  is  a  genuine  affair. 

E.  B.  Marston. 


ADIEONDACK  TKOUT  FISHING. 


The  Adirondack  trout  fishing  season  closed 
on  Aug.  31.  On  Aug.  30  I  spent  two  hours  on 
the  North  creek,  which  flows  through  this  village 
from  the  south-west,  and  to-day,  being  Friday,  we 
had  trout  for  breakfast. 

The  North  creek  is  as  lovely  a  stream  as  I  have 
ever  fished.  L.  F.  Brown,  who  knows  all  about 
light  and  shadow  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  and 
who  talks  on  the  aesthetics  of  woods  hfe  at  tho 
Canadian  Camp  dinners  and  on  other  occasions, 
would  be  right  in  his  glory  on  the  North  creek, 
with  an  eight-foot  lancewood  rod,  a  willow  creel, 
and  a  pair  of  rubber  boots.  I  had  the  lancewood 
rod,  but  I  carried  my  fish  in  an  old  canvas  gunny- 
sack,  and,  according  to  custom,  ignored  rubber 
boots  and  let  the  cool  water  play  about  my  legs 
without  let  or  hindrance. 

The  North  creek  reminds  me  somewhat  of  the 
Mill  stream  at  Plainfield,  Mass.,  which  I  fished 
with  Charles  Hallock  last  May.     It  has  about  the 
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same  volume  of  water,  flows  through  a  lovely 
country,  and,  if  anything,  is  even  more  convenient 
to  fish.  The  carriage  road  from  the  village  runs 
parallel  with  the  creek  for  four  or  five  miles, 
keeping  near  enough  to  be  always  within  easy 
reach,  and  yet  not  so  close  as  to  detract  in  any 
way  from  the  wildness  of  the  scene.  Lovely  wild 
flowers  and  fine  forest  trees  border  the  brook,  and 
at  intervals  the  woods  give  place  to  pleasant,  half- 
wild  meadows,  back  of  which  graceful  hills  rise, 
tier  on  tier,  their  lower  slopes  green  with  the 
rich  verdure  of  pasture  lands,  and  crested  with  the 
darker  foliage  of  mixed  forests — the  home  of  ruffed 
grouse,  of  hare,  of  fox,  and  of  deer  and  bear. 

The  North  creek  is  distinctively  a  fly-fisherman's 
stream — much  more  so  than  the  Mill  stream  of 
Plain  field.  There  are  hardly  a  hundred  rods  out 
of  four  or  five  miles  of  fishing  where  easy  casts 
cannot  be  made.  Some  of  the  pools  are  magnifi- 
cent, and  large  trout  are  really  plentiful — only,  of 
course,  it  is  much  better  fishing  in  the  spring  than 
in  the  late  summer.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  in 
most  places  filled  with  boulders,  and  there  are  little 
rapids  which  keep  the  water  full  of  oxygen  and  the 
heart  of  the  angler  full  of  joy.  Of  course,  there 
are  sand-bars  in  places ;  but  fallen  trees  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence.  I  could  hardly  think 
of  a  stream  which  would  be  easier  for  a  woman  to 
fish  ;  that  is,  among  streams  which  have  to  be 
waded. 

There  are  plenty  of  trout  in  the  North  creek, 
and  their  average  size  is  large.  I  did  not  see  a  fish 
under  6^in.  in  length,  and  every  other  rise  was  a 
half-pounder  or  better.  This  for  a  stream  which 
has  been  fished  every  day  since  the  season  opened, 
in  April,  is  not  so  bad.  Does  anyone  know  of  a 
better  trout  brook,  more  convenient  to  fish,  within 
six  hours'  rail  travel  of  New  York  city  ? — Harky 
V.  Radfobd,  in  Shooting  and  Fishing. 


FISH  CULTUEE. 

THE  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY. 

Expected  Sale  of  abottt  2|-  Million  Eggs  this 
Season. 

Season  1906-1907. 

It  has  alwajre  been  a  matter  of  regret  to  me 
that  Sir  James  Maitland,  who  founded  the  great 
fish  breeding  estabhshment  at  Howietoun,  near 
Stirling,  died  so  early  and  before  he  had  been  able 
to  carry  out  so  many  of  the  ideas  he  had  in  his 
mind.  From  the  conversations  and  correspondence 
I  had  with  him  in  the  eighties,  I  have  always 
considered  him  as  one  of  the  greatest  enthusiasts 
for  fish  culture  I  have  ever  met.  and  it  is  pleasant 
to  know  that  the  work  he  began  so  well  has  been 
so  well  carried  on. 

I  was  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Macintyre,  the 
Howietoun  Fishery  Company's  representative  in 
London,  who  called  upon  me  recently,  that  the 
orders  for  ova  received  up  to  the  middle  of 
November,  before  the  price  lists  had  been  issued, 
exceeded  those  of  last  year  by  £250,  and  that  he 
expected  the  total  orders  for  ova  alone,  this  season, 
would  probably  amount  to  about  £1200,  and  that 
accommodation  for  that  vast  quantity  had  already 
been  arranged  for  at  Howietoun,  which  is  second 
to  no  piscicultural  establishment  in  the  world  in 
importance. — R.  B.  M. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  report  just 
issued : — 

"  The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  issuing 
the  price  list  for  season  1906-1907,  have  much 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  past  season  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  Howie- 
toun. Large  orders  are  already  booked  for  the 
coming  season  ;  especially  is  this  the  case  for  ova. 
We  expect  to  be  in  a  position  to  forward  large 
quantities  of  ova  before  and  after  Christmas.  The 
fish  are  spawning  very  early  this  season. 

"  We  have  been  continuing  our  usual  practice 
of  periodically  introducing  fresh  blood  in  the  shape 
of  pure-bred  stock  from  the  best  sources,  with  the 
result  that  our  breeding  stock  is  maintained  at  the 
same  high  level  of  excellence.  An  extra  strong  and 
vigorous  progeny  is  thus  ensured  in  ova  and  young 
fish,  which  we  have  now  for  sale.  Our  patrons 
will  benefit  accordingly. 

"  We  have  at  present,  in  the  ponds  at  Howietoun, 
Milnholm,  Craigend,  etc.,  an  extra  fine  selection  of 
young  trout,  of  all  the  various  kinds.    The  season 


has  been  very  favourable,  both  for  yearlings  and 
two-year-olds,  and  we  now  have  a  specially  fine  and 
large  selection,  extra  strong  and  vigorouLS,  of  these 
ages  in  our  ponds. 

"  We  are  always  happy  to  give  advice  and  infor- 
mation as  to  the  best  method  of  stocking  any 
particular  piece  of  water,  or  to  inspect  and  report 
on  same,  when  the  work  is  not  too  pressing  at  the 
fishery. 

"  The  earUest  ova  will  be  ready  to  send  out  before 
Christmas.  Early  eggs  are  specially  recommended 
for  those  who  use  hatching-houses,  where  the  young 
fry  are  protected  from  frost. 

"  Besides  the  pure-bred  young  trout,  we  have 
also  a  number  of  yearhngs  and  two-year-olds  of  a 
cross  between  S.  solar  and  S.  levenensis,  namely, 
7/8  trout  and  1/8  salmon. 

"  Ova  will  be  forwarded  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  purchasers  in  any  stage  after  the  eye  spots  are 
visible.  It  is  recommended  that  generally,  and 
especially  for  redds,  ova  be  forwarded  on  the  point 
of  hatching. 

"  Fry  are  forwarded  three  months  after  hatching 
— in  April  and  May,  unless  otherwise  desired. 

"  Yearhngs  vary  from  2iin.  to  5in.  from  Novem- 
ber to  June  ;  they  are  always  forwarded  over  3in., 
with  perhaps  the  exception  of  a  very  small  jier- 
centage.  The  earliest  orders  obtain  the  best  fish, 
since  the  most  advanced  ponds  are  despatched  first. 
It  is,  therefore,  a  mistake  to  order  in  May,  as, 
even  if  there  then  be  surj)lus  yearlings  on  hand 
(which  is  very  uncertain),  they  are  the  latest  and 
not  the  finest  fish.  If  fish  are  required  late  in 
the  season,  order  early  and  have  them  reserved. 

"  Yearhngs  are,  par  excellence,  the  size  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their 
own  food,  thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of 
mortality  among  fry,  namely,  starvation  ;  they 
are  easily  carried,  and  stand  the  journey  well  ;  they 
accommodate  themselves  with  the  greatest  facility 
to  new  water  ;  and  they  thrive  so  fast  in  ponds 
that  they  wiU  be  found  a  very  jjrofitable  investment. 

"  Two-year-olds  run  from  Sin.  to  9in.  from 
November  to  June  ;  they  are  always  forwarded 
over  Sjin.,  and  are  recommended  when  sport  in 
the  shortest  possible  time  is  required. 

"  Conveyance  of  Fish. 

"  The  difficulty  of  conveying  trout  increases  with 
the  number  of  hours  occupied  on  the  journey. 
Intending  purchasers  are  requested  to  state  their 
nearest  railway  station,  and  the  exact  distance  fronfi 
it  to  their  water ;  and  it  is  important  that  this 
information  should  be  given  when  ordering.  From 
the  experience  of  previous  years,  it  has  been  found 
that  although  there  is  no  difficulty  in  carrying 
trout  in  iced  water  for  any  journey  not  exceeding 
twenty  hours,  unless  the  water  which  is  to  be 
stocked  is  of  a  similar  temperature,  some  loss  will 
arise  from  inflammation  of  the  gills.  Trout  will, 
therefore,  only  be  forwarded  in  cold  weather.  The 
fish  are  sent  by  express  passenger  trains  in  tanks  of 
two  sizes — 40  gallons,  weighing  between  Scwt.  and 
6cwt.,  and  18  gallons,  weighing  about  l|cwt.  It 
is  particularly  requested  that  lorries  or  other  suit- 
able carts  be  sent  to  meet  the  fish  on  arrival.  When 
advising  despatch  we  always  say  how  many  lorries 
or  carts  aie  required  to  meet  the  fish  on  arrival." 


THREE  FAMOUS  TROUTINiJ  BORDER 
STREAMS:  TARRAS,  EWES, 
AND  WAUCHOPE. 

EsKDALE,  as  an  angling  resort,  takes  a  front 
seat,  and  few  districts  in  the  Southern  Highlands 
can  be  found  to  equal  the  almost  incomparable 
valley  through  which  the  silvery,  winding  river 
meanders.  The  three  streams  under  notice  are  all 
close  to  Langholm,  in  fact.  Ewes  and  Wauchope 
join  the  Esk  at  the  head  of  the  town,  while  the 
turbulent  little  Tarras  is  within  a  twenty  minutes' 
walk  or  thereabouts.  All  three  are  famous  for 
yellow  trout  fishing,  the  best  sport  being  obtained 
in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  and  July  ;  but 
good  catches,  in  some  seasons,  are  made  up  to 
the  beginning  of  October. 

The  Tarras. 

This  picturesque  little  stream  rises  near  the 
Hartsgarth  Hill,  about  seven  miles  from  Langholm, 
on  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  estate,  "  Mang  Moors 
and  Mosses  many  O,"  and  nigh  where  the  scene 
of  Lord  Ernest  Hamilton's  book  is  laid,  "  The 
Outlaws  of  the  Marshes." 

It  flows  through  the  Cooms  and  Middle  Mos 


estates,  lately  purchased  by  his  grace  of  Buccleuch. 
It  then  runs  through  another  part  of  the  duke's 
land  from  Tarras  Brig  to  Cronksbank  Ford,  which 
portion  of  the  river  is  oj)en  to  ticket-holders  of  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association,  and  yields 
good  baskets  of  yeflow  trout,  with  an  occasional 
sea-trout.  The  yellow  trout  weigh  about  three  or 
four  to  the  pound,  and  give  excellent  sport.  They 
are  very  dark  in  colour,  owing  to  the  large  amount 
of  peat  country  the  water  drains.  There  is  a  fascina- 
tion about  this  part  of  the  Tarras  which  possesses 
a  nameless  charm  to  the  city  man  in  search  of 
quietude.  Only  the  melanclioly  notes  of  the 
curlew,  the  "bric-bric"  of  the  grouse,  the  bleating 
of  an  occasional  sheep,  and  the  rippling  of  the 
murmuring  stream  disturb  the  loneliness  which 
reigns  in  this  grand  sohtude  of  Nature.  Every 
inch  of  ground  in  that  locality  has  its  tragic  history, 
and  would  speak,  if  it  could,  of  stirring  events 
which  have  taken  place  on  the  banks  of  the  Tarras 
in  the  days  of  the  Border  Reivers,  or  Moss-troopers, 
as  these  freebooting  depredators  were  sometimes 
called  in  the  days  when  reiving  was  a  thriving 
profession  in  the  Border  counties.  The  lower  part 
of  the  Tarras  river  belongs  to  the  Rev.  David 
Maxwell,  of  Broomholm,  who  grants  permission  to 
anyone  asking  for  a  day's  fishing  on  his  water. 
The  weU-known  Glen-Tarras  "  Mountain  Dew  "  is 
manufactured  on  the  Broomholm  estate  in  a  deep 
valley  of  surpassing  beauty.  The  present  scribe 
has  known  the  distilloiy  from  boyhood,  and  has 
quaffed  a  few  noggins  of  the  whisky  produced  in 
that  secluded  glen  and  "  been  nane  the  waur  out.  " 
Yet,  in  the  face  of  that.  Bailie  William  Douglas, 
of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  who,  by  the  way, 
is  an  abstainer,  tells  me  that  the  whisky  made  there 
— or,  for  tlie  matter  of  that,  anywhere  else,  the 
Douglas  means — is  guaranteed  to  kill  at  a  hundred 
yards.  Well,  all  I  can  say  is,  "  I  dinna  beheve  ye, 
bailie."  A  quarter  of  a  mile  or  so  westward 
the  Tarras  flows  into  the  Esk  at  Irvine  House, 
the  charmingly  situated  residence  of  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch's  chamberlain.  Within  a  stone's  throw 
of  the  mansion  is  the  famous  Island  pool  on  the 
Esk,  unsurpassed  as  a  fishing  and  otter-hunting 
resort,  and  difficult  to  match  from  a  scenic  point 
of  view.  Midway  between  Langholm  and  Gilnockie 
Tower,  and  close  to  the  glorious  Dean  Banks  Woods, 
the  Island  pool,  at  the  head  of  which  is  Tarrasfoot, 
may  be  considered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots 
on  the  river. 

Although  the  available  fishablo  water  in  the 
Tarras  is  small,  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  turn  at  least 
twice  a  week,  while  the  angler  is  in  a  locality 
where  he  can  have  a  fresh  stream  for  every  day  of 
the  week — for  instance,  Tarras,  Ewes,  Wauchope, 
Logan,  Mukledale  Burn,  Meggat,  Stennisli  Waters, 
Mosspaul  Burn,  the  Black  Esk,  White  Esk,  and 
the  larger  rivers,  the  Liddle  and  Esk.  Wliita 
Hill  overlooks  the  Tarras  from  its  source  to  where 
it  joins  the  Esk.  Whita  is  the  loftiest  eminence  near 
Langholm,  and  from  its  summit,  on  a  clear  day,  a 
splendid  view  of  the  Borderland  can  be  obtained. 
Anglers  visiting  the  three  angling  streams  under 
review  are  advised  to  ohmb  Whita  Hill. 

The  Ewes. 

The  j)lacid  and  unrufiled  Ewes,  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  prolific  of  all  trouting  streams  in 
the  south  of  Scotland,  rises  near  Mos.s23aul,  a  famous 
resort  in  the  old  coaching  days.  Mosspaul  is  eleven 
miles  north  of  Langholm,  and  nine  miles  to  the  south 
of  Hawick.  Here,  on  a  lofty  plateau  overlooking 
the  Ewes,  a  commodious  new  hotel  has  recently 
been  built  in  place  of  the  old  one  so  long  occupied 
by  Mr.  Govenlock,  who  for  many  years  drove  the 
mail  coach  between  Carlisle  and  Hawick.  There 
is  no  railway  between  Langholm  and  the  last- 
named  town,  past  which  rolls  the  River  Teviot,  but 
the  traveller  by  road  will  find  grand  accommodation 
at  this  well-appointed  halfway  house  at  Mosspaul. 
The  hills  here  are  precipitous,  and  Ewes  finds 
its  way  along  their  bases  by  the  side  of  the  old 
coach  road.  After  a  'descent  of  three  miles  the 
river  runs  through  a  beautiful  pastoral  valley  until 
it  reaches  the  Esk  at  Langholm  Bridge,  at  the  head 
of  the  town,  a  few  yards  higher  up  than  the  point 
at  which  the  Wauchope  joins  the  principal  stream. 
Here  we  have  the  confluence  of  three  rivers  actuaUy 
in  the  middle  of  a  Border  town  containing  close  on 
5000  inhabitants. 

The  Ewes  receives  the  Mosspaul  Burn,  the  Carrot- 
rigg,  Unthank,  Wolfcleuch,  and  Mosspceble  Burns 
in  its  passage  through  this  enchanting  bit  of  grass- 
clad  mountain  land.    The  poet  Cowper  must  have 
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had  the  valley  of  the  Ewes  in  his  mmd  when  he 
penned  the  following : 

For  I  have  loved  the  rural  walk  through  lanes 
Of  grassy  swarth,  close-cropped  by  nil)bling  sheep, 
And  skirted  thick  with  intertexture  firm 
Of  thorny  boughs. 

"  Close -croiJped  hy  nibbhng  sheep  " — that's  the 
Ewes  valley  !  Carrotrigg,  by  the  way,  is  the  name 
of  the  place  where  King  Jamie  the  Fifth  of  Scot- 
land strung  Johnny  Armstrong  of  Gilnockie  up  on 
a  tree.  Well,  I  forgive  King  Jamie  this  time. 
Johnny  was  a  bad  lot,  yet  he  has  a  monument 
all  to  his  own  cheek,  erected  by  his  admirers  and 
descendants,  near  Hawick. 

An  important  tributary  of  the  Ewes  is  the  Bush 
Burn,  which  belongs  on  one  side  to  Mr.  Beattie, 
of  Mikledale,-  a  descendant  of  that  Laird  of  Muckle- 
dale  who  was  the  friend  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  On 
the  other  side  of  the  stream  the  water  is  open  to 
ticket-holders  of  the  Esk  and  Liddlo  Fisheries 
Association,  and  yields  good  sport  when  there  is 
enough  water.  At  a  point  five  miles  from  Lang- 
holm, Mr.  Scott  Elliot,  of  Arkleton  (behind  which 
is  Arkleton  Craig,  1708ft.  high),  owis  a  mile  or 
so  of  the  Ew.-s  water,  and  the  remainder,  which 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  can  be  fished 
by  ticket-holders  ;  non-residents  of  the  district  are 
charged  10s.  for  the  season,  day  tick;ts  Is.  6d., 
which  can  be  obtained  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel, 
Langholm.  The  Ewes  yellow  trout  run  about 
tbre3  to  the  pound,  and  good  baskets  can  be  had 
with  either  fly  or  worm.  The  banks  of  this  stream 
are  almost  clear  of  brushwood,  and  wading  is 
scarcely  necessary.  A  good  road  of  eight  miles 
runs  along  the  banks.  Sea-trout  and  herhng  can 
be  got  in  the  season,  in  addition  to  creelsful  of 
yellow  trout  in  galore. 

The  Vale  of  Ewes  has  the  proud  distinctioii  of 
being  the  birthplace  of  Henry  Scott  Riddell,  the 
author  of  "  Scotland  Yet,"  "  The  Hames  o'  oor  Ain 
Folk,"  and  other  beautiful  lyrics.  Henry  Scott 
Riddell  wa?  born  in  a  cottage  on  the  farm  of  Sorbie, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ewes,  on  Sept.  23,  1798.  After 
the  "  Ettrick  Shepherd,"  Scott  Riddell  has  written 
the  best  poetry  of  pastoral  hfe. 

Wauchope. 

In  the  weird  and  unprotected  region  of  Calhster 
Hall,  a  wayside  uin,  situated  on  a  bleak  moor  about 
seven  miles  from  Langholm,  the  Wauchope  takes 
Its  rise.  The  drive  to  the  town  of  Annan,  by 
way  of  Wauchope  and  through  Carlyle's  country, 
IS  another  example  of  beautiful  upland  scenery 
The  old  mn  of  Calhster  Hall  is  on  the  Wester  Hali 
estate,  as  testiSed  by  Sir'  Frederick  Johnstone's 
msignia  the  "  Flying  Spur,"  displayed  on  its  gable- 
end.  Further  down,  the  stream  enters  and  con- 
tmues  on  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  estate,  and  is 
jomed  by  the  Logan,  a  fronting  stream  httle  known 
except  to  local  anglers.  Robert  Burns  must  have 
visited  this  sohtary  burn  among  the  Dumfriesshire 
hiUs,  as  one  of  the  Bard  of  Caledonia's  beautiful 
lyrics  commences  with: 

O,  Logan,  sweetly  didst  thou  glide 

That  day  I  was  my  Willie's  bride. 

And  years  lang  syne  have  o'er  us  run. 

Like  Logan  to  the  summer's  -sun. 
Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  can  be  got  m  the 
Wauchope  after  a  flood,  especially  by  those  who 
can  manipulate  the  worm.  The  Wauchope 
meanders  by  a  gentle  descent,  at  times  through 
rocky  boulders,  with  accompanying  deep  pools, 
than  over  gravelly  beds,  h(r3  and  there  mtersected 
and  studded  with  picturesque  woods  on  its  occa- 
sionally steep  banks,  and  agam  with  stretches  of 
holms  or  meadows  till  it  reaches  Wauchope  church- 
yard, a  burial-place  restfully  situated  and  of  con- 
siderable antiquity.  Between  the  churchyard  and 
Calhster  Hall,  a  cairn  was  erected  in  memory  of 
Sir  Frederick  Johnstone,  who  was  killed  one  dark 
night  when  riduig  home.  A  few  sea-trout  find 
their  way  up  the  Wauchope,  and  many  more  would 
do  so  but  for  the  "  Caul  "  outside  the  town.  The 
banks  of  the  stream  are  richly  wooded  at  Wauchope 
Manse,  close  to  the  town,  where  recollections  of 
Juhus  Meikle,  or  Mickle  (who  was  born  at  the 
Manse),  can  be  conjured  up— the  translator  of 
-  Cameons  Lusead,"  and  author  of  several  poems, 
including  "  There's  nae  luck  aboot  the  hoose.'' 

Although  the  worthy  occupant  of  the  manse  has 
the  sole  right  to  fish  the  lower  portion  of  the  river, 
the  public,  as  elsewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Langholm,  are  free  to  go  where  they  like. 

Gilnockie. 


TO  FIND  THE  SPEED  OF  TEAINS. 

When  travelling  on  a  through  train  a  passenger 
with  time-table  in  hand  can  easily  tell  the  rate  at 
which  his  train  is  travelling. 

Let  him  take  the  time  from  one  station  to  another 
and  multiply  the  number  of  miles  by  sixty  and 
divide  this  by  the  minutes  used. 

This  may  be  very  easily  and  quickly  done  and 
win  give  the  miles  per  hour.  For  instance,  from 
A  to  B  is  six  miles  and  the  time  seven  minutes  ■ 
6x60  =  3600-^-7  =  51.42  miles  per  hour.— Graphite. 


THE  LAKGEST  SCOTTISH  EOD- 
KILLED  SALMON  OF  190(3. 


The  accompanying  photograph  gives  a  good 
representation  of  the  heaviest  Scottish  rod-caught 
fish  of  the  year,  weight  431b.  His  fortunate 
captor  was  Mrs.  Arthur  Sa'soon,  who  secured  him 
from  the  Dupplm  preserved  water  of  the  River 


1 

Mes.  Aethue  Sassoon's  43lb.  Salmon. 

Earn  on  Oct.  15.  The  lure  was  a  "  Wilkmson." 
The  measurements  of  this  fine  fish  were  50m.  in 
length  and  26|m.  in  girth,  and  he  was  landed  within 
twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  his  taldng  the  fly. 
He  was  Mrs.  Sassoon's  first  fish  of  the  day,  and 
was  hooked  after  a  few  casts.    C.  J.  H.  Cassels. 


Sale  of  an  Argyllshibe  Estate. — The  estate 
of  Kilchoan,  near  Oban,  has  just  been  sold  by  Mr. 
P.  A.  Campbell  to  Mr.  E.  B.  Fleming,  through  the 
agency  of  Messrs.  Walker,  Fraser,  and  Steele,  of 
Glasgow.  The  residence  is  situated  on  the  sliores  of 
Loch  Melfort,  five  miles  from  Kilmelford,  and 
twenty-two  miles  from  Oban.  It  extends  to  about 
1500  acres,  the  game  consisting  of  grouse  and  other 
varieties  of  Highland  game,  and  there  is  salmon 
fishing  in  Loch  Melfort  and  trouting  in  the  hill  lochs. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  PIER  COMPETITION. 

The  Pier,  Deal,  Nov.  17  and  18. 
Anything  more  ivretehed  than  the  weather 
which  prevailed  on  the  above  dates  it  would  bo 
difficult  to  imagine,  fierce  rainstorms  falling  at 
irregular  intervals  throughout  the  whole  periods 
of  competition.  Yet  even  this  extreme  inclemency 
of  the  weather  did  not  deter  any  of  the  entrants 
from  pursuing  their  favourite  sport,  though  at  times 
many  of  them  were  pleased  to  take  advantage  of 
the,welcome  shelter  afforded  \vithin  the  pavilion. 
Forty-six  competitors  of  both  sexes  entered  tha 
hsts,  thirty  of  whom  fished  on  Saturday  (Xov.  17) 
and  the  remainder  on  the  following  day.  The  pi(r 
was  divided  into  a  series  of  numbered  stations,  and 
these  places  were  balloted  for  at  8.45  each  morning, 
a"  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  time  of  starting  to 
fish.  Exactly  on  the  stroke  of  nine  the  hoisting  of 
the  society's  burgee  upon  the  pier  flagstaff  announced 
that  the  competitors  were  at  liberty  to  start,  and  a 
fiutter  of  excitement  reigned  upon  both  d(^cks  of  the 
pier,  one  and  all  bustling  about  in  quest  of  their 
appointed  stations.  All  were  soon  settled  dovm  to 
their  self-imposed  tasks,  and  it  was  some  con- 
siderable time  before  anyone  received  the  attention 
of  a  single  fkh. 

The  spell  was  at  length  broken,  and  during  the 
first  hour  on  each  day's  fishmg  a  fair  amount  of 
sport  was  experienced,  but  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  matters  ruled  very  slow  mdeed,  and  little  was 
taken  by  anyone  present.  The  afternoon  hours 
passed  wearily  away,  and  it  must  have  been  a 
welcome  signal  to  all  when  the  shrill  sound  of  the 
whistle  announced  the  hour  of  five  o'clock,  at  which 
time  the  competition  closed.  Ample  arrangements 
for  weighing  in  had  been  made  within  the  pavilion, 
and  the  res2)ective  catches  were  duly  tested  and 
weighed  by  the  judges  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
The  rules  jirovided  that  no  codling  or  conger  of  less 
than  21b.  was  sizeable,  no  pollack  or  coalfish  of  less 
than  1  lb.,  and  no  other  fish  of  less  than  6oz.  The 
catches  of  all  were,  without  exception,  distinctly 
below  the  average,  the  weather,  no  doubt,  account- 
ing for  this,  and  the  work  of  weighing  in  was,  in 
consequence,  somewhat  light. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Beasley  headed  the  list  on  Saturday 
with  two  codling  scaling  5 Jib.,  thus  securing  a  silver 
medal  and  the  "  Bickerdyke "  cup,  which  he  now 
holds  for  a  second  time. 

Mr.  F.  R.  Hadsley  had  the  best  catch  on  Sunday, 
and  thus  becomes  entitled  to  a  silver  medal. 

Mr.  J.  Pickup,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  society, 
Mr.  Hmdley,  Mr.  Summers,  and  other  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  committee  supervised  all  local  arrange- 
ments, which  gave  general  satisfaction. 

J.  Richahdson. 


THE  WANDEKINGS  OF  "  SALMO 
SALAK"  AND  "SALMO  TKUTTA." 

A  grilse  of  41b.  or  51b.  (weighed  in  the  hand) 
was  found  embedded  in  the  meshes  of  a  herring- 
net  m  the  North  Sea,  fifty-five  miles  off  Rattray 
Head,  by  a  herring-drifter  on  Sept.  1.  That  it  was 
a  grilse  there  can  be  no  mistake,  as  the  men  on 
board  knew  a  grilse  as  well  as  they  knew  a  herring  ; 
and  had  often  dealt  with  them  at  closer  quarters 
on  the  Dee  and  elsewhere.  The  captain,  fearing 
the  law  on  the  matter,  thought  it  the  safer  plan  to 
serve  it  up  at  breakfast,  which  was  accordingly 
doie,  and  so  put  an  end  to  all  trouble  that  might 
otherwise  arise.  I  am  stating  the  facts  as  he 
related  them  to  me  the  other  morning  in  the 
Aberdeen  fish  market,  and  of  the  man's  veracity 
there  can  be  no  question.  Pressed  w  hy  he  did  not 
bring  it  ashore,  he  said  that  he  got  into  trouble 
some  years  ago  for  landing  a  salmon  taken  in  a 
trawl  net  off  the  mouth  of  the  -Don,  and  since  then 
he  has  ran  no  other  risk. 

But  to  follow  in  the  track  of  this  adolescent  Salar. 
If  a  Dee  grilse,  it  would  be  somewhat  belated  ; 
if  a  Tay  one,  it  would  be  too  light.  In  all  pro- 
babihty  it  Avas  one  or  other  of  the  north  coast 
fish  from  the  Kyle  or  Conon,  or  thereabout  ;  and 
meeting  in  the  sea  with  a  shoal  of  herrings  found 
itself  in  good  company,  its  lines  in  pleasant  places, 
and  so  drifted  with  the  shoal  till  both  met  with 
the  drifter  s  nets,  and  were  taken  on  board  to 
gi-ace  the  captain's  breakfast  table.  The  ways  of 
Sahno  are  past  findmg  out  ;  but  the  fact  is  that 
there  is  httle  or  no  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the 
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aiitliorities  to  find  out  any  of  the  many  salmon 
problems  that  have  been  staring  us  in  the  face  for 
years.  Of  course,  I  am  not  alluding  to  our  paid 
officials,  they  are  not  to  blame.  They  can  do 
practically  little  or  nothing  beyond  authenticating 
and  tabulating  such  incidents  when  brought  to 
their  notice.  Here  is  a  salmon  feeding  fifty-five 
miles  out  at  sea,  practically  in  mid-ocean,  and  the 
pity  is  that  it  was  not  "  salted  down  "  and  brought 
ashore.  There  would  have  been  every  chance  of 
knowing  something  more  about  it,  for  although  all 
grilse  are  alike,  more  or  less,  there  are  distinctive, 
characteristic  marks  that  distinguish  the  salmon 
of  one  river  from  that  of  another,  and  espeoaally 
the  fish  of  Norway,  say,  from  that  of  Scotland. 
The  scales,  the  head,  the  fins,  and  suchlike,  all 
indicate  the  locality  from  which  the  fish  comes. 

While  penning  these  lines  I  have  been  called 
away  to  see  a  161b.  smoked  sea-trout  from  Norway, 
and,  although  there  may  be  little  to  distinguish 
one  kippered  fish  from  another,  yet  I  have  been 
able  to  identify  this  one  as  a  sea-trout  as  distinct 
from  a  salmon  ;  and  also  to  detect  differences  in 
the  Norwegian  as  compared  with  fish  found  in  our 
home  waters  of  similar  size — that  is,  in  the  scales. 

Wliile  the  laws  of  our  country  cannot  be  too 
stringent  in  putting  down  poaching  by  trawlers, 
yachts,  or  even  herring-driftere,  there  should  be 
no  apprehension  as  to  the  landing  of  a  fish  fomid 
accidentally  and  under  circumstances  that  can  bear 
the  light  of  day.  Preserving  a  fish  or  two  for 
scientiric  investigation  is  quite  a  different  thing 
from  wholesale  poaching  in  home  waters  for  gain 
or  otherwise.  Trawlers  hshing  between  rivers  often 
come  across  salmon  and  fish  of  the  salmon  kind, 
and  only  last  spring  a  trawl  skipper  informed  me 
that  he  got  a  41b.  yellow  trout  in  his  trawl-net 
some  four  or  five  miles  at  sea,  and,  hke  the  case 
above,  ate  it,  not  knowing  the  law  of  the  land 
with  regard  to  the  landing  of  such  fish.  He  was 
an  Englishman,  and  did  not  know  that  yellow 
or  brown  trout  were  common  property  when  foiuid 
in  the  sea,  so  far  as  Scotland  was  concerned. 

The  other  day  I  reported  the  wanderings  of  a 
sea-trout  from  the  Coquet  to  the  Dee,  where  it 
was  captured,  and  the  marked  fish  identified  and 
particulars  forwarded  to  Mr.  Archer  and  others 
interested.  Not  a  season  passes  but  some  little 
information  can  be  gleaned  of  the  wanderings  of 
Halmo  salar  and  Salmo  trutta.  G.  Mackay. 


GENERAL  BAITS  FOR 
SEA-FISH,  &c. 

Pkom    the    revised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
Fisherman,"  BY  THE  LATE  J.  C.  WiLCOCKS.] 

{Continued  from  page  350.) 

The  Mussel. 

{Mytilus  edulis.) 

This  shellfish  is  more  in  use  for  bait  than  any 
other  kind,  and  abounds  in  many  of  the  tidal  rivers 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  both  above  and  below 
low-water  mark ;  they  accumulate  in  countless 
thousands  on  rocks,  gi-avel,  and  mud-banks,  and  a 
considerable  trade  is  carried  on  in  them  with  the 
metropolis  and  large  provincial  towns.  In  Scot- 
land these  banks  are  known  as  mussel  scalps.  They 
are  to  be  procured  from  the  fishwomen  generally 
at  about  sixpence  per  peck,  and  may  be  kept  alive 
almost  any  length  of  time  by  hanging  them  over- 
board in  a  basket  or  net.  I  recommend  every 
yachtsman  interested  in  sea-fishing  to  procure  a 
peck  or  two  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  as  at  the 
anchorages  in  every  bay  on  the  coast  dabs  may  be 
caught  with  them,  and  if  becalmed  at  sea,  or  he 
thinks  right  to  lay  to  for  an  hour's  fishing,  he  will 
find  himself  well  provided  with  bait  for  either 
whiting  or  haddock,  etc. 

To  open  mussels,  you  should  take  some  lessons 
from  the  fishermen,  and  after  a  little  practice  you 
wiU  accomplish  it  with  ease. 

This  is  the  ordinary  method.  Take  one  in  your 
left  hand  with  the  byssus  or  beard  towards  you, 
cut  it  off  and  introduce  the  knife  (a  round-topped 
one)  as  a  lever  to  force  the  shells  apart,  which  are 
to  be  so  kept  by  the  thumb  of  the  left  hand,  whilst 
the  round  cartilage  from  near  the  open  end  is 
detached  from  the  upper  valve  by  a  scraping 
movement  of  the  knife,  when  the  upper  shell 
can  be  torn  off,  and  the  mussel  be  easily  freed 
with  the  knife  from  the  lower  shell.  It  is  a  good 
bait  for  nearly  all  ground  fish,  and  other  kuids  not 


unfrequently  seize  it.  Mussels  arc  found  in  most 
parts  of  the  world. 

The  Lugrworm. 

[Arenicola  piscatorum.) 

On  many  parts  of  the  coast,  in  harbours,  in 
coves,  and  between  the  rocks,  you  will  frequently 
see  small  hillocks  on  the  surface  of  the  sand,  and 
on  close  examination  these  will  have  the  appearance 
of  worms,  although  composed  of  sand  only  ;  observe 
where  the  largest  heaps  are,  and  dig  with  a  spade 
or  three-pronged  garden-fork,  and  you  will  find 
worms  4in.  or  5in.  or  more  in  length,  and  from 
the  thickness  of  a  swan-quill  to  that  of  the  top 
of  your  little  finger.    (See  illustration.) 

They  are  good  bait  for  all  fish  which  feed  at  the 
bottom,  but  must  never  be  cut,  as  they  are  full  of 
blood,  and  of  a  soft  substance  like  eggs  or  small 
mustard  seed,  which  runs  out  immediately,  leaving 
nothing  but  the  empty  skin,  when  the  bait  is  of 
course  spoiled.  Be  particular  not  to  put  in  your  box 
any  pieces  of  this  worm,  as  they  are  not  only  use- 
less as  bait,  but  their  blood  will  be  sure  to  poison 
the  rest.  Tliis  bait  should  be  used  as  soon  after 
it  is  dug  as  possible,  for  it  can  rarely  be  kept  after 
the  second  day.    It  shrinks  up  and  becomes  putrid. 

Preserving"  Lug-worms. 

These  can  be  preserved  good  for  use  for  almost 
a  week  in  winter,  and  about  three  days  in  summer, 
by  taking  an  old  but  clean  sack,  soaked  in  salt 
water,  placing  it  on  a  stone  or  brick  floor  in  a  cellar, 
if  possible,  and  spreading  the  lugs  over  half  of  the 
sack.  The  other  half  should  then  be  doubled  over 
it.  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  of  Deal,  stated  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  July  .31,  1897,  that  dried  and  salted  lugs 
are  sold  at  Boulogne  fish  market  by  the  jjound. 


Mr.  Bridgman  also  stated  that  powdered  saltpetre  is 
preferable  to  common  salt,  as  the  worms  do  not 
run  so  much  to  water. 

The  Rag-worm  or  Roekworm,  also 
called  the  Mudworm. 

{Nereis.) 

Of  this  worm  it  appears  there  are  two  varieties : 
one  inhabiting  mud-banks,  and  rarely  exceeding 
the  length  of  3in.  ;  another  attaining  the  length 
of  6in.  or  7in.  and  found  under  stones  overlaying 
sand,  clay,  and  gravel,  also  in  the  cracks  of  rocks, 
and  sometimes  hiding  under  the  tail  of  the  soldier 
or  hermit  crab,  which  has  its  abode  in  a  whelk-shell. 

Many  a  ragged  little  urchin  gets  a  considerable 
part  of  his  living  by  procuring  these  worms,  digging 
them  out  of  the  greasy  black  mud  at  low  water 
with  his  hands,  and  preserving  them  carefully  in 
tray-like  boxes  2ft.  long  by  1ft.  broad,  pitched  at 
the  seams  to  render  them  watertight,  in  which 
boxes  they  are  carefully  tended  with  clean  salt- 
water once  or  twice  a  day,  and  every  particle  of 
filth  removed,  together  with  such  as  may  have  been 
wounded  in  gathering,  as  their  blood  would  kill  the 
whole  stock  if  allowed  to  remain. 

When  clean,  these  worms  are  of  flat  form,  as 
previously  explained,  and  have  a  number  of  very 
short  legs  along  their  sides,  giving  them  a  serrated 
or  saw-hke  appearance  ;  they  are  almost  always 
in  motion,  and  are  of  a  pale  pink  or  salmon  colour, 
some  inclining  to  brown  ;  aU  sea-fish,  as  well  as 
fresh-water  eels,  greedily  devour  them.  They  are 
sold  at  Plymouth  in  small  measures  about  the  size 
of  an  egg-cup,  at  Id.  a  measure,  and  three  or  four 
pennyworth  are  generally  sufficient  for  a  day's 
fishing  for  whiting  pollack,  and  should  be  kept  in 
a  box  of  wood  2|in.  deep,  1ft.  in  length,  and  Sin. 
in  breadth,  having  a  cover,  for  if  kept  in  a  small 
box,  lieaped  on  each  other,  they  soon  die.  Take 
care  to  place  them  in  the  shade,  for  if  the  sun 
shines  on  the  cover  of  the  box,  they  become  sickly ; 
also  when  you  return  from  fishing  put  them  into 
a  large  box  or  tray,  and  never  mix  a  fresh  and 
stale  lot  together.  These  worms  are  worth  taking 
care  of,  as  they  are  a  choice  bait. 

The  larger  ragworms  are  found  by  digging  in 
stony  ground,  overlaying  clay,  sand,  or  gravel,  as 
before  mentioned,  and  are  to  be  kept  in  sand  nearly 
dry,  or  in  the  leaves  of  the  sea-lettuce,  which  is 
found  plentifully  in  harbours  and  sheltered  coves 
in  the  summer  and  autumn.  Put  them  in  a  box 
with  this  weed,  as  between  the  leaves  of  a  book. 


and  they  will  live  several  days.  If  you  have  any 
broken  pieces,  place  them  in  a  box  by  themselves, 
and  use  them  first,  or,  as  before  observed,  they 
M'ill  poison  the  others.  In  Yorkshire  it  is  known 
as  the  "  Thirsk." 

The  White  Sandworm. 

{Nereis  versicolor.) 
This  worm  is  found  in  oozy  sand  in  bays  and 
harbours,  in  soil  to  all  appearance  similar  to  that 
inhabited  by  the  lug,  yet  but  few  lugs  are  found 
with  them,  as  they  mostly  live  apart  from  each 
other.  They  are  particularly  useful  for  atherine  or 
sand-smelt  fishing,  but  are  taken  also  by  other  fish. 
Half  an  inch  of  this  worm  is  better  than  a  larger 
piece  for  atherine.  A  white  worm  is  used  for 
whiting-catching  in  Wales,  identical,  I  apprehend, 
with  this.  It  grows  from  Sin.  to  7in.  in  length.  It 
will  live  a  week  or  ten  days  in  salt  water  changed 
daily.  A  prejudice  is  held  against  this  worm  by 
some  fishermen,  but  pollack,  bream,  atherine, 
wrasse  (and  probably  other  fish),  will  all  feed  on  it. 
At  Dawlish,  in  Devon,  no  other  bait  is  used  when 
whiffing  for  pollack. 

The  Varra  or  Sea  Tapeworm 

is  a  very  large  flat  worm,  and  an  excellent  bait  for 
whiting,  pout,  bream,  etc.  When  broken,  always 
put  the  heads  and  tails  in  dry  sand  and  in  different 
boxes. 

The  Earth,  Lob,  or  Dew-worm. 

( Vermis  terreslris. ) 
The  use  of  this  worm  for  pollack  and  mackerel 
has   been   previously  described.     To  procure  a 
quantity,  search  on  grass-plots  or  flower-beds  with 


a  lanteri)  on  a  wet  evening  or  during  a  heavy  dew, 
also  in  a  paved  court  after  sunset.  Place  them  in 
a  tub  with  some  earth  and  plenty  of  moss  on  the 
top  ;  they  will  live  a  long  time  if  you  examine 
them  occasionally,  and  pick  out  those  which  may 
be  dead  or  sickly.  They  are  very  useful  where  rag- 
worms  are  not  obtainable,  which  is  the  case  on 
large  sections  of  the  coast. 

The  Sand-Eel  and  Launce. 

{Ammodijtcs  tohianus  and  Ammodytes  lancea.) 

These  silvery  little  fish,  of  eel-like  form,  are  very 
numerous  on  most  sandy  coasts,  where  they  bury 
themselves  during  the  receding  tide,  and  whence 
they  are  frequently  dug  out  in  great  numbers. 
The  method  of  using  them  alive  has  been  so  fully 
entered  into  under  "  Pollack  "  and  "  Mackerel," 
etc.,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  it  here.  These 
little  fish  have  a  wide  range,  being  found  all  round 
our  coasts,  those  of  France,  Holland,  Heligoland, 
Norway,  North  America,  and  possibly  elsewhere  in 
congenial  situations.  Sometimes  an  iron  rake 
is  used  to  take  them  in  loose  sand,  at  others 
a  small  hook  like  a  sickle  or  reap-hook,  with 
a  very  blunt  but  jagged  edge,  that  it  may  hold 
them  without  cutting  them  in  two,  which  it  will 
most  assuredly  do  if  the  edge  be  at  all  thin  or  sharp. 
During  moonlight  nights  many  "  Launcing  parties," 
as  they  are  called,  are  made  for  a  visit  to  the  sands 
at  low  spring  tides,  in  summer  and  autumn,  and 
sometimes  quite  a  "Saturnalia'"  is  held.  In  the 
island  of  Jersey,  from  the  abundance  of  the  sand- 
eel,  one  of  the  beaches  has  received  the  name  of 
"  Greve  au  Lan9on,"  that  is,  "  Sand-eel  Beach." 

Almost  all  sea-fish  devour  them  greedily. 

Dipping  Sand-Eels  on  the  Surface. — At  times 
the  sand-eeLs  collect  in  large  shoals,  and  if  discovered 
by  the  porpoises  become  so  bewildered  as  appa- 
rently to  lose  all  power  of  escape,  either  from  the 
porpoises  below  or  the  gulls  above,  the  former 
diving  through  them  and  munching  them  by 
mouthfuls,  the  latter  dipping  down  and  picking  up 
the  little  silvery  creatures  with  amazing  rapidity. 
In  order  to  avail  themselves  of  such  opportunities, 
fishermen  provide  a  small  meshed  landing-net  hke 
a  pool  shrimp-net,  and,  sculling  up  to  the  shoal, 
dip  the  net  full  to  the  ring,  thus  getting  a  large 
supply  with  little  trouble.  Such  opportunities  are 
rare.  The  small  silvery  fish  known  as  the  mackerel- 
brit  may  bo  taken  at  times  in  the  same  manner, 

{To  be  continued.) 
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AUTUMN  IN  COKNWALL. 


"  Ille  lermrum  mihi  prater  onines  angulus  ridet." 
Perhaps  many  other  disciijles  of  Izaak  Walton  and 
lovers  of  nature  may  be  of  the  same  sentiment,  for 
Cornwall  is,  above  all  others,  a  land  where  Nature 
is  seen  in  her  many  and  varied  forms.  At  one 
time  we  are  among  Arcadian  woodlands,  at  another 
in  the  midst  of  the  heather-clad  moors,  which, 
dotted  with  old  stone  circles,  beehive  huts,  and  the 
dolmen-crowned  graves  of  ancient  kings,  open  out 
a  treasure  garden  for  the  angler  who  is  a  lover  of 
romance  or  archaeology. 

Yes,  the  angler,  as  he  wanders  by  her  streams, 
may  well  be  proud  of  her  romance  and  ancient 
history,  reflecting  how  the  waters,  which  are  a  joy 
to  him  to-day,  followed  the  same  courses  as  in  those 
far-off  times  when  the  Romans  came  to  her  bleak 
coasts  to  barter  for  her  tin  ;  how  later  her  pathways 
were  trodden  by  King  Arthur's  knights,  aye,  even 
by  that  king  himself,  born  by  her  sea,  and  after 
death  carried  away  by  mystic  hands  over  one  of 
her  lone  moorland  waters.  He  may  perchance, 
fishing  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Oamel,  have 
rested  to  enjoy  his  frugal  lunch  under  some  friendly 
hedge,  and  on  rising  to  temper  the  burning  Falernian 
in  the  passing  stream  have  caught  sight  of  an  old 
granite  bridge*  bidding  him  remember  how,  on 
that  sacred  spot,  was  fought  "  that  last,  dim,  weird 
battle  of  the  West,"  or  recalling  to  his  memory 
how,  in  later  wars,  she  was  nobly  loyal  to  a  hapless 
English  king. 

Although,  as  a  rule,  the  trout  in  the  West  Country 
rmi  small,  it  is  easy  to  understand  what  a  fascination 
the  sport  has  for  the  angler.  His  skill  and  patience 
are  generally  taxed  to  the  utmost,  and  he  can  rest 
assured  that  if  he  can  catch  a  fair  basket  of  trout 
on  one  of  the  Devon  or  Cornish  streams  he  can 
catch  them  anywhere.  For  the  streams  are  gener- 
ally very  clear  and  shallow,  and  therefore  the  finest 
of  tackle  and  the  utmost  delicacy  of  casting  are 
requisite  to  deceive  the  fish  ;  and  moreover,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  water  is  either  overgrown,  render- 
ing necessary  great  precision  and  accuracy  in 
throwing  the  fly,  to  say  nothing  of  a  knowledge  of 
the  various  methods  of  casting,  or  so  open  that  it 
is  no  little  difficulty  to  keep  out  of  sight. 

But  now  the  trout  season  has  come  to  an  end, 
and  the  angler  must  devote  himself  to  a  different 
kind  of  sport.  Doubtless,  in  the  later  part  of  the 
year  the  elements  will  be  more  propitious,  for  soon 
will  "the  rainy  Hyades  vex  the  dim  sea,"  and 
with  their  rising  the  salmon  will  seek  again  his 
accustomed  haunts.  Nor  will  Nature  be  less  lavish 
of  her  honours.  Though  her  most  golden  hours  be 
past,  yet  in  the  words  of  Byron,  "She  doth  not 
die."  It  is  she  who  tinges  with  ruddy  fii-es  the 
varied  foliage  of  the  woodland,  who  clothes  with 
T}n:ian  purple  the  slopes  of  yon  granite-tumbled 
hill,  who  splashes  the  bracken  with  the  spilt-out 
wine  of  her  mysterious  chalice. 

No  longer  now  will  the  angler  find  it  profitable 
to  fish  for  the  silver  peal  by  night,  for  all  the  con- 
ditions which  are  necesseiry  to  ensure  any  sport 
will  now  be  absent.  The  evenings  are  invariably 
cold  and  dreary,  and,  even  if  a  more  favourable 
evening  be  anticipated  owing  to  a  warm  and  brilliant 
day,  the  chill  kiss  of  night-time  will  cause  a  mist  to 
arise  from  the  surface  of  the  river,  a  certain  bar  to 
any  success. 

But  no  occasion  should  be  lost  during  these  last 
two  months  (the  salmon  and  peal  season  in  the 
West  Country  closes  at  the  end  of  November)  to 
avail  oneself  of  the  excellent  chance  of  sport  by 
day,  when  there  is  every  possibility  of  hooking  a 
salmon.  It  may  incidentally  be  mentioned  that 
the  last  week  in  November  is  the  cream  of  the 
salmon  season,  for  then  the  fish  are  well  up.  As 
the  rivers  are  not  large,  and  the  fish  do  not  run 
very  heavy,  a  light  rod  of  14ft.  in  length  is  the 
fittest  weapon  for  the  purpose,  although  if  the 
angler  intends  to  try  for  peal  alone,  and  chance  his 
luck  in  hooking  a  salmon,  a  smaller  single-handed 
rod  will,  for  obvious  reasons,  be  more  convenient. 

Without  doubt  the  best  lure  is  a  gold  or  silver 
Devon  Minnow  (body  about  2Jin.  to  Sin.  in  length), 
but  the  Blue  Phantom  of  a  similar  size  is  almost  as 
good.  This  should  be  worked  in  the  usual  way 
across  stream,  and  then  brought  round  with  the 
current  to  the  near  bank,  along  which  it  should  be 
drawn,  with  a  rising  and  falling  motion  of  the  rod, 
to  the  angler's  feet.    The  upper  part  of  the  pool 


•  Slaughter  Bridge,  about  half  a  mile  above 
Camelford.  , 


should  be  fished  first,  gradually  working  down  to 
.  the  tail  of  the  run,  for  the  place  where  the  run  tails 
off  into  the  slacker  water  is  a  most  deadly  spot  for 
salmon  and  peal,  more  especially  if  the  bed  of  the 
stream  be  of  a  fine  gravelly  nature.  Tlie  minnow 
should  also  be  carefully  worked  around  any  largo 
rock  that  may  stand  in  the  middle  of  the  current. 

As  regards  the  fiy,  such  a  lure  is  not  so  fre- 
quently used  for  salmon  in  tho  Cornish  streams  as 
the  minnow.  But  it  may  be  tried  with  success, 
especially  among  the  peal,  when  the  river  is  not 
of  the  right  colour  for  the  latter.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  fly  need  not  ba  a  large  one,  any  of 
the  usual  pattern  salmon  flies  on  a  No.  6  hook 
being  the  most  suitable.  Moreover,  if  a  small  fly 
be  used  a  dropper  may  be  attached  to  the  cast 
with  advantage,  and  if  so  one  of  the  standard 
Scotch  loch  patterns  with  a  light  body,  such  as  the 
Orange  and  Teal  or  the  Orange  Bustard,  should  be 
selected.  If  the  water  is  clear  or  of  a  light  sherry 
colour  the  flies  should  be  worked  upstream  and 
across,  care  being  taken  to  fish  the  pools  from  the 
very  tail  to  the  head,  and  also  the  opposite  edge 
of  the  same,  especially  if  the  water  bs  shaded  by 
overhanging  branches.  "  It  should  be  mentioned 
that  peal  (and  sometimes  a  salmon  in  the  later 
season)  have  their  favourite  "lies"  in  each  pool; 
these  should  be  ascertained  and  carefully  noted, 
for  it  has  been  the  certain  experience  of  the  writer 
that  in  such  places  the  fish  will  be  found,  the  peal 
being  a  fish  that  loves  to  run  in  "schools." 

If  the  water  be  much  discoloured,  the  fly  may 
be  worked  with  advantage  down-stream  in  a 
similar  manner  to  the  minnow,  and  should  be 
allowed  to  sink  below  the  surface. 

Lastly,  to  avoid  disappointment,  let  the  angler 
always  carry  a  small  folding  net  (for  salmon,  of 
course,  a  gaff  is  necessary),  for  the  peal  being  a 
very  tender-mouthed  fish  may  easily  be  lost  at  the 
last  moment  in  endeavouring  to  land  him  by  other 
means. 

If  he  should  succeed  in  creeling  his  quarry  he 
will  indeed  be  well  pleased,  both  with  the  beauty 
of  the  fish  itself  and  with  its  sporting  qualities. 
Certainly,  in  after-dinner  talk,  he  will  confirm 
Izaak  Walton's  words,  "that  it  is  a  dish  of  meat 
too  good  for  any  save  an  angler  or  a  very  honest 
man."  Clement  C.  Gatley. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING  ON  A 
GEAYLING  STKEAM. 


What  is  more  delightful  to  the  enthusiastic 
angler  than  a  day  spent  on  a  grayling  stream  ? 
To  enumerate  the  special  charms  and  attractions 
of  the  grayling  is  most  assuredly  unnecessary.  It 
is  certain  there  are  many  of  us  who  honour  her  as 
an  old  friend,  though  there  are  those  who  still 
decry  her,  and  tell  us  that  she  is  decidedly 
detrimental  to  the  glorious  trout,  and  look  upon 
her  as  a  most  unwelcome  intruder  in  their  trout 
preserves.  The  grayling  is  inclined  to  be  rather 
fastidious,  and  at  times  takes  a  great  deal  of 
coaxing.  But  given  a  river  where  she  thrives  and 
is  undisturbed,  and  an  angler  with  time,  energy, 
and  patience — for  much  vexation  of  spirit  is  too 
often  the  portion  of  the  grayling  fisher — at  his 
disposal,  and  a  pleasant  and  profitable  day  will 
certainly  result. 

It  is  autumn.  Yesterday  the  north  wind  sighed 
in  the  tree  tops,  against  a  leaden  sky,  and  blew  in 
icy  gusts  on  the  uplands,  but  to-day  it  is  hushed 
into  soft  whisperings  among  the  semi-naked 
branches  of  the  tall  elms. 

Over  the  gate  you  slowly  climb,  and  wend  your 
way  over  the  meadows,  clothed  in  a  mantle  of 
hoar  frost,  and  leave  a  broad  trail  of  footprints 
behind.  Underfoot  the  brambles  crack  and  the 
dead  leaves  rustle  ;  and  the  branches  of  the  silver- 
birches  loom  gaunt  and  ghostlike  through  the 
morning  mists.  The  sun  climbs  up  over  the 
distant  hills,  and  quietly  peeps  down  on  the  mist- 
covered  river,  as  though  unwilling  to  intrude. 
Next,  he  mounts  higher,  clear  up  above  the  reed- 
tops,  and  hangs,  a  dull  red  ball,  suspended  in  space. 
As  he  gains  in  power,  the  mists  that  roll  in  filmy 
waves  over  the  river's  course  are  gradually  dis- 
persed, the  silver-birches  and  the  dark  green  yews 
appear  more  distinct,  and  the  hoar  frost  changes 
into  myriads  of  glittering  gems,  sparkling  in  the 
sunlight. 

Here,  by  the  river,  all  is  silent,  the  only  voice 
heard  is  the  wayward  song  in  the  tree-tops,  half 
hushed  in  the  deeper  song  from  the  river-bed. 


On  liills  and  dales  the  autumn  morning  sway.i 
and  glitters,  for  it  is  one  of  those  days,  which  como 
at  times  in  late  autumn,  when  the  Sun  shines 
with  some  of  his  old  glorious  .splendour,  and  the 
birds  sing  again,  tliinking  summer  lias  returned. 

Reaching  the  waterside,  you  quietly  ])ut  together 
your  tackle,  .selecting  two  flies,  a  Red  Tag  and  tho 
faithful  Wickham.  You  seek  out  your  favourite 
swim,  and  watch  the  dark  waters  go  hurrying  by, 
carrying  masses  of  fallen  leaves  on  its  swirling 
surface.  Among  the  tangle  of  briar  at  the  water's 
edge  a  perky  little  robin  is  trifling  out  a  welcome 
to  the  sun,  and  keeps  one  eye  upon  you  lest  you 
approach  too  near. 

The  grayling  arc  hungry  this  morning.  As  you 
drop  your  flies  on  the  dark  current  one  is  quickly 
taken,  scarcely  perceptible  is  the  bite,  but  you 
strike  instinctively  and  hook  your  fish.  Away  it 
dashes,  now  here,  now  there,  now  boring  to  tho 
river-bed,  but  you  out  with  him  so  as  not  to 
disturb  the  swim,  and  you  swing  him  over  the 
swaying  labyrinth  of  reed-tops,  a  handsome  fish  of 
fib.  Again  you  cast,  time  after  time,  without 
response,  when  suddenly  your  line  is  tightened  by 
a  hard  pull,  and  your  rod  bends  and  reel  whirrs 
out  as  the  fish  darts  into  the  pool.  This  is  a 
heavy  fish,  and  severely  tries  your  gossamer  cast. 
Five  minutes  of  excitement  and  you  are  able  to 
pop  the  net  under  it,  a  beautiful  grayling  of  lib., 
hooked  well  above  the  dorsal  fin,  this  no  doubt 
accounting  for  the  way  it  fought. 

You  move  upstream  to  a  swim  where  the  long 
slender  arms  of  the  riverside  willows  droop  into 
the  water  and  trail  in  the  eddies.  You  are  careful 
here,  and  creel  two  brace  of  sizeable  fish.  You 
hook  a  good  fish  near  where  a  sunken  snag  in  mid- 
stream rears  up  its  weed-crowned  head.  Your  fisli 
gets  round  the  snag,  and  reluctantly  you  reel  in 
your  frayed  and  broken  cast. 

Above  is  a  nice  stretch  of  shallow.  King  Frost 
has  touched  the  edge  of  the  stream  with  his  icy 
finger,  leaving  a  tracery  of  fantastic  shapes  behind. 
Here  you  pick  up  a  few  small  fish,  all  duly  returned 
to  the  water,  being  under  limit  size. 

The  Sun  is  well  up  now,  shining  in  golden 
splendour.  Now  and  again  a  wisp  of  fleecy  cloud 
strays  over  his  face  and  dims  his  glory  for  a 
moment,  but  the  grey  shadows  journey  on,  the 
yellow  sunlight  comes  dancing  back  over  the 
meadows,  coming  and  going  in  yellow  bands  over 
the  glowing  hills. 

Here  is  your  favourite  trout  pool,  close  under  the 
woodside,  and  the  alder  branches  trail  their  tips  in 
the  cool  brown  water.  As  you  search  the  pool  for 
Thymallm,  the  sun  flashes  in  blue  and  gold  as  a 
kingfisher  hurtles  by  to  alight  on  the  wiUow 
branches  that  overhang  the  stream.  Now  green, 
now  orange-red,  his  gaudy  plumage  glitters  as  he 
scans  the  hurrying  waters,  and  quietly  the  leaf- 
strewn  waters  journey  on. 

At  last,  when  you  are  almost  tired  of  remaining 
still  to  watch  him,  he  stoops  and  plunges  straight 
down  like  a  falling  stone.  A  ring  of  ripples  spreads 
on  the  water  and  dies  away,  and  he  disappears  to 
suddenly  return  in  a  shower  of  glittering  gems, 
with  a  wiggling,  writhing  minnow  firmly  held  in 
his  beak.  Quickly  he  returns  to  his  willow  branch, 
and  with  one  gulp  his  prey  is  down  his  azure  throat ; 
you  move,  the  faintest  rustle  in  the  bushes,  the 
crack  of  a  dry  twig  underfoot,  and  he  is  off  with 
the  speed  of  an  arrow. 

In  this  pool  you  creel  two  brace  of  splendid  fish 
and  return  a  trout,  which  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  of  your  brilliant  fly. 

The  clock  in  the  village  tower  strikes  the  hour 
of  three,  but  the  sun  is  still  warm  and  pleasant 
as  it  casts  long  shadows  upon  the  river  and  lights 
up  the  old  mill  behind,  and  the  murmur  of  the 
water  is  soft  and  dreamy. 

The  grayling  have  now  done  feeding,  but  you 
try  just  one  more  cast  for  luck.  Your  fly  settles 
in  a  swirUng  eddy,  a  dimple  on  the  surface  and  a 
rush  across  the  pool,  the  line  whistles  in  the  wind 
as  the  reel  whirrs  out.  Here,  there,  your  fish 
dashes,  it  flings  itself  in  the  air  and  plunges  into 
the  amber  depths  of  the  water.  Now  it  lies 
panting  for  a  moment  in  the  shallows,  to  dash 
once  more  into  the  pool. 

At  last  a  slowly  clicking  reel  tells  of  victory, 
and  you  net  your  fish,  which  turns  out  to  be  a 
goodly  trout  of  close  upon  21b.  Being  a  good  and 
true  sportsman,  you  return  him  to  the  water,  but 
not  without  a  sigh.  Why  did  you  not  get  him  in 
•the  summer,  when  your  creel  held  more  half- 
pounders  than  anything  else  ? 
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The  sun  has  now  almost  disappeared,  and  the 
slanting  shadows  grow  longer.  You  turn  out  your 
creel.  There  lliey  are— twelve  beautiful  grayling 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  you  are  well  satisfied, 
and  quickly  pack  up  for  home. 

A  quick  change  has  now  taken  place— the  wind 
moans  and  the  naked  branches  creak  and  sway. 
The  sky  is  overcast,  and  in  the  east  masses  of 
piled-up  snow-cloud  part  for  a  second,  and  the 
setting  sun  clothes  the  water  with  purple  and  gold. 
As  you  trace  your  way  homewards,  the  sky  becomes 
more  threatening,  and  over  all  is  the  cold  grey 
mantle  of  ajjproaching  night. 

Over  the  uplands  the  wind  sweeps  down  with  a 
searching,  frosty  touch,  whiding  into  wreathes  the 
fine,  powdered  snow  still  lingering  from  yesterday. 

Ha!  What  is  that?  Asnowflake— a  soft,  white, 
fleecy  flake  comes  fluttering  down  like  a  feather. 
Soon  another,  and  another  follows,  until  the  air  is 
filled  with  them,  and  you  are  covered  with  a  thick 
coat  not  your  own. 

Passing  by  the  gamekeeper's  cottage,  you  see 
your  sturdy  friend  making  things  secure  for  the 
night.  He  hails  you  :  "  Come  in  the  boose  and  hae 
a  dram,  and  bide  a  wee." 

"  Thanks,  I  will,"  and  you  cordially  welcome  the 
invitation.  Very  shortly  you  are  comfortably  seated 
before  a  cheery  log  fire,  and  in  toasting  old  Dan, 
the  keeper,  in  a  "  wee  drap  of  the  rale  sort,"  you 
forget  the  storm  outside. 

Dan  has  many  things  to  show  you,  the  gun  he 
had  given  him  last  fall,  and  which  has  got  a 
cartridge  jammed,  also  the  new  litter  of  pedigree 
puppies,  snugly  placed  in  a  basket  by  the  fire,  and 
many  other  things. 

But  time  waits  for  no  man,  and  at  length  you 
again  face  the  wintry  blast  to  trudge  the  two  miles 
of  dark  country  lane  to  your  own  home,  after  a 
most  pleasant  day  with  the  grayling. 

A.  C.  Sharpe. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  JACQUET. 

Our  tent  was  pitched  by  the  side  of  the  Big 
Upper  Pool,  the  largest  and  deepest  on  the  river, 
about  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  the  highest 
to  which  salmon  ascend  during  the  summer  months. 

Just  above  our  camping  place  was  a  long  stretch 
of  rapids,  which  were,  when  the  water  was  low, 
impassable  by  canoe,  and  they  offered  no  temptation 
to  the  angler  to  ascend  them,  for  the  reason  there 
was  but  one  other  pool,  the  Kettle  Hole,  above 
that  by  which  we  were  camping,  and  to  this  the 
salmon  rarely  found  their  way,  although  it  was  one 
of  the  most  famous  pools  on  the  river  for  the  so-called 
sea-trout,  gi-eat  numbers  of  these  fish,  some  weighing 
as  high  as  41b.  or  51b.,  making  it  their  summer 
abiding  place. 

I  doubt  if  there  is  in  all  New  Brunswick  a  more 
picturesque  river  than  the  Jacquet ;  for  a  salmon 
stream  it  is  not  a  long  one,  although  it  drains  a  vast 
stretch  of  hilly  woodlands,  but  it  flows  through  a 
section  of  gi'eatly  diversified  country  that  is  full 
of  wonderful  surprises,  nearly  a  third  of  the  entire 
distance  from  the  Big  Pool  to  tidewater  being  be- 
tween cliffs  of  various  formation  which  often  rise 
sheer  from  the  river  upward  of  a  hundred  feet. 

Of  course  a  river  of  this  description  abounds  in 
rapids,  for  the  pitch  in  many  places  is  quite  con- 
siderable, and  some  of  these  are  over  half  a  mile  in 
length,  the  Wliite  Rapids,  so-called,  being  a  long 
incline  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  it  having 
a  magnificent  pool  at  the  lower  end. 

It  was  our  last  night  on  the  river,  for  on  the 
following  day  we  were  to  return  to  civilisation. 
For  nearly  a  week  we  had  been  tenting  on  the 
shores  of  this  beautiful  stream,  and  both  Charlie 
B.  and  myself  experienced  a  keen  regret  at  being 
obliged  to  leave  the  scenes  in  which  we  had  found 
such  pleasures  as  are  vouchsafed  only  to  the  suc- 
cessful angler. 

Yes,  we  had  been  successful,  for  during  our  stay 
on  the  stream  we  had  sent  by  one  of  our  guides  a 
box  containing  several  fine  salmon  and  two  or  three 
dozen  of  as  elegant  trout  as  one  could  wish  to 
gaze  upon,  these  fish  having  been  packed  in  snow, 
■which  in  that  section  of  the  country  is  often  stored 
instead  of  ice,  and  forwarded  to  the  house  at  which 
we  were  stopping  in  the  settlement  on  the  shore  of 
the  bay,  from  which  they  were  to  be  shipped  to 
friends  at  home. 

In  addition  to  these  we  had  taken  as  many  fish 
as  we  could  possibly  need  for  food,  and  it  is  sur- 
prising how  many  are  needed  to  supply  the  wants 


of  four  men  in  the  woods,  and  we  still  had  a  hand- 
some lot  remaining,  thirty-five  of  Avhich  Charlie 
Boy  and  one  of  the  guides  had  taken  that  afternoon 
in  the  famous  Kettle  Hole  Pool  up  the  river.  Those 
fish  had  been  laid  in  a  large  spring  whose  ice-cold 
water  served  to  protect  them  from  the  heat  of  the 
summer  sun. 

The  last  night  in  camp  is  with  me  usually  a 
restless  one,  for  I  am  accustomed  during  its  efirly 
hours  to  not  only  recall  the  incidents  of  the  outing, 
fighting  many  of  my  battles  with  the  denizens  of 
the  river  over  again,  but  to  prepare  my  mind  for  the 
changes  which  a  return  to  city  life  really  means 
My  companions,  however,  Charlie  Boy  and  our 
guides,  the  Miller  brothers,  were  less  wakeful,  for 
tliey  had  hardly  stretched  themselves  upon  our  bed 
of  hemlock  boughs  before  they  were  in  the  land  of 
di-eams  ;  their  heavy  breathing  at  length  had  a 
somnolent  eftect  upon  me,  and  this,  added  to  the 
melodious  tones  of  the  water  passing  down  the 
rapids  near  by,  overcame  my  wakefulness,  and  I, 
too,  was  lost  in  that  balmy  sleep  which  is  found 
only  in  such  an  environment  as  that. 

Soon  after  daybreak  on  the  following  morning 
we  were  astir,  and  while  tlie  guides  were  prejiaring 
breakfast  I  busied  myself  in  packing  my  belongings 
in  the  canoe,  taking  down  our  tent  aiid  rolling  it 
with  our  blankets  in  the  most  compact  form  possible, 
and  Charlie  Boy  improved  the  opportunity  to 
remove  the  trout  from  the  spring  and  pack  them 
securely  in  the  bow  of  the  canoe,  covering  them  with 
a  thick  layer  of  brakes  or  ferns  which  he  thoroughly 
moistened  in  order  that  the  fish  might  bo  kept  cool. 

Our  canoe  was  a  large  one  of  Mie-Mac  construction, 
capable  of  carrying  our  entire  ]iarty  with  all  our 
dunnage  down  the  long  stretches  of  rapids  which 
we  had  to  traverse  between  pools,  but  I  am  free 
to  confess  I  at  first  had  some  misgivings  when  we 
were  all  stowed  away  in  it,  for  we  sank  it  pretty 
deep  in  the  water  as  the  guides  with  their  iron- 
shod  setting  poles  pushed  it  out  into  the  pool  and 
we  began  to  rise  over  its  lower  edge  into  the  quick 
water  below. 

Hiram  occupied  the  bow  and  William  the  stern, 
while  Charlie  Boy  and  myself  Avere  comfortably 
seated  in  the  middle  of  the  buoyant  craft.  Down 
the  quick  water  wo  .slid  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
into  the  pool  below,  the  course  of  the  birch  being 
deftly  guided  by  the  canoemen  who,  standing  erect, 
used  their  pliant  setting  poles  as  easily  as  if  they 
were  mere  walking  sticks. 

We  lingered  but  a  moment  in  this  pool,  for  its 
water  was  shallow  and  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  we 
saw  at  once  that  it  was  unoccupied  save  by  a  few 
small  trout.  Traversing  this  placid  basin  we 
entered  another  stretch  of  quick  water,  a  half  mile 
or  more  in  extent,  at  the  lower  end  of  which  was  a 
large,  deep  pool  in  which  we  expected  to  find  a 
salmon  or  two,  for,  although  it  was  a  favourite 
with  us,  we  had  not  fished  it  for  several  days, 
having  reserved  it  for  our  return  trip  down  the 
river. 

The  prow  of  the  canoe  was  directed  to  a  short 
strip  of  gravelly  shore  just  below  the  end  of  the 
quick  water,  and  we  all  quietly  disembarked  at  this 
point.  At  the  head  of  the  pool  I  left  Charlie  Boy 
with  William,  while  I  with  the  other  guide  moved 
to  a  jutting  ledge  a  few  rods  below,  from  which 
point  I  began  casting. 

The  morning  sun,  which  was  just  appearing  above 
the  forest  behind  us,  illuminated  the  surface  of  the 
pool,  and  even  penetrated  its  depths  to  such  an 
extent  that  all  nearby  objects  in  the  pellucid  water 
were  plainly  visible,  and  this  convinced  me  that  if 
I  hoped  to  rise  a  salmon  it  would  be  done  only 
with  a  very  long  cast,  for  the  wary  fish  could  easily 
see  us,  and  would,  of  course,  move  away  from  our 
vicinity. 

That  was  a  glorious  morning  of  that  day  in  early 
July  when  I  cast  my  lure  upon  the  foam-flecked 
surface  of  that  beautiful  basin  ;  it  seemed  as  if  the 
bright  light  of  the  sun  had  awakened  bird  life  all 
around  us  ;  hermit  thrushes  in  nearby  thickets 
filled  the  air  with  their  flute-like  melody,  white- 
throated  sparrows,  those  nightingales  of  the  north, 
sang  to  us  in  dulcet  strains  of  "  Old  Bill  Peabodv, 
Peabody,  Peabody  "  ;  a  Maryland  yellow-throat  in 
a  little  clump  of  bu.shes  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
pool  repeated  his  cheerful  little  ditty  of  "  Be  Cheery, 
Dear,  be  Cheery,"  and  over  and  around  us  circled  a 
kingfisher  whose  scolding  rattle  showed  most  plainly 
that  we  were  far  from  welcome  visitors  to  his 
domain. 

We  had  had  no  rains  for  a  week  or  more,  and  the 
water  was  far  from  being  in  that  condition  which 


seems  best  adapted  to  successful  fly  casting ;  its 
temperature  was  cool,  for  the  water  of  the  river  had 
not  been  exposed  very  severely  to  the  I'ays  of  the 
sun.  but  I  would  greatly  have  preferred  that  it  had 
niore  colour.  The  fly  I  had  selected  for  the  begin- 
ning of  ray  work  was  a  Fairy,  and  one  of  rather  a 
small  pattern  at  that,  for  a  larger  or  brighter  fly 
would  at  that  time  have  been  of  little  value. 

I  covered  every  inch  of  the  water  within  my 
reach,  lengthening  my  line  more  and  more  at  every 
cast,  until  I  had  sent  my  lure  even  to  the  shallow 
water  on  the  other  side  of  the  pool,  quite  beyond  the 
probable  range  of  any  spot  in  which  a  salmon 
might  bo  lurking  ;  but  although  I  made  my  offering 
carefully  and  persistently,  I  mot  witli  no  response. 
Even  the  trout,  if  any  were  present,  refused  to 
accept  it. 

"  It's  no  use  !  "  exclaimed  the  guide,  "  we  are 
working  from  the  wrong  side  and  the  salmon  don't 
want  that  fly,  either  ;  the  sun  is  behind  us,  and 
every  time  you  make  a  cast,  every  time  you  move 
a  hand  you  east  a  shadow  in  the  pool  ;  the  crafty 
fish  have  seen  it,  I  make  no  doubt,  and  have  gone 
to  the  bottom.  We've  got  to  rest  this  pool  a  little 
while  and  then  fish  from  the  other  side.  I  don't 
think  we'd  better  bring  tlie  canoe  into  it  just  now, 
but  we  had  best  M'ade  the  shallow  water  at  the 
outlet  and  cast  from  that  little  open  stretch  yonder  ; 
it  will  give  you  the  best  chance  for  a  back-cast 
there  is  here." 

To  the  guide's  advice  I  quickly  acquiesced,  for 
I  had  been  convinced  before  he  spoke  that  my 
success  would  be  hmited  indeed  on  the  somewhat 
elevated  point  on  which  I  was  standing.  Cautioning 
the  others  to  remain  where  tliey  were  and  not 
disturb  the  pool  farther  dowm,  my  guide  and  I 
waded  across  the  river,  and  soon  occupied  the  little 
patch  of  gravelly  beach  that  he  had  pointed  out 
to  me. 

While  we  were  seated  in  that  retired  spot  we 
watched  the  movements  of  the  yoimg  angler  at 
the  head  of  the  pool,  and  saw  him  successfully  bring 
to  the  landing-net  several  fine  trout,  which  seemed 
to  prefer  the  fly  he  was  using,  a  Silver  Doctor,  to 
that  whifih  I  had  been  casting. 

"  Good  enough,"  exclaimed  Hiram  as  ^the  third 
trout,  a  2-pounder  at  least,  was  successfully  landed. 
"  The  boy  is  a  chip  of  the  old  block,  all  right,  and 
lie's  doing  a  good  thing  in  killing  those  sea-trout. 
I  wish  he  had  them  all,  for  they're  a  great  nuisance 
on  this  river,  they  destroy  no  end  of  young  salmon 
all  through  the  summer." 

"  Yes,"  I  replied,  "  the  trout  are  a  pest  on  every 
salmon  stream,  for  they  not  only  eat  the  fry  and 
the  parr,  but  they  take  the  fly  before  a  salmon 
can  reach  it,  and  flounce  about  when  they  are 
hoolted  until  the  pool  is  spoiled  ;  many  a  good 
salmon  have  I  lost  by  the  quickness  of  the  little 
beggars.  Well,  I  think  we've  rested  this  water 
long  enough,  and  now  we'll  try  for  a  10-pounder 
at  least." 

At  these  words  I  stepped  to  the  edge  of  the 
water  and  began  delivering  my  fly.  Near  the 
middle  of  the  pool  was  a  large  boulder  whose  top 
rose  a  foot  or  more  above  the  surfa?eof  the  water. 
I  knew  that,  although  there  was  bat  little  current 
in  the  basin,  there  must  be  some  movement  which 
would  create  an  eddy  below  the  rock,  and  I  felt 
reasonably  certain  that  if  there  were  a  salmon 
present  he  would  be  lying  in  or  near  that  eddy, 
and  witli  this  idea  in  my  mind  I  essayed  to  i^ut  my 
fly  in  tlie  water  close  to  and  just  below  the  great 
rock.  It  required  a  very  long  cast  to  reach  the 
desired  sf)ot,  but  I  finally  succeeded  in  dropping 
my  lure  on  the  other  side  of  it,  when,  permitting  it 
to  sink  a  foot  or  more,  I  gave  it  the  short  drags 
such  as  salmon  anglers  usually  employ. 

My  fly  had  passed  the  boulder  when  I  lifted  my 
rod  to  make  another  cast,  of  course  dragging  the 
fly  quickly  to  the  surface  and  into  the  air,  and  as 
it  was  lifted  above  the  water  I  saw  a  swirl,  and  then 
the  dorsal  fin  of  a  fish  appeared  above  the  surface 
and  then  disapj)eared  into  the  depths  below. 

"  That's  too  bad,  altogether  !  "  exclaimed  the 
guide,  "  that  was  a  right  good  fish,  and  you  just 
missed  him." 

"  Yes,"  I  replied,  "  I  lifted  the  rod  a  little  too 
soon,  but  perhaps  he'll  come  again." 

"  He  will,  no  doubt,"  was  the  rejjly,  "  but  we'd 
better  wait  a  minute  or  two  before  casting." 

"  Yes,"  I  responded.  "  I  had  a  feeling  there  was 
a  fish  below  that  rock,  and  I  am  reasonably  con- 
fident we'll  get  him." — Edward  A.  Samuels,  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Bejports  (to  ensure  insertion)  inust  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Hig'h  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

f30  min.  for  Chelsea.  fSS  min.  for  Kew. 


CONTENTS. 


N.B. 


Add' 


Putney. 
Hammersmith. 
Barnes. 


Add' 


75 


Richmond. 
T%vickenham. 
(85   „    „  Teddington. 
Example.— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
It  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Beidoe. 

Evening. 

.  8.48 

9.28    10.  6 

26    10.40    11.12 

27    11.41    _ 

28    0.  6    0.29 

29    0.49    1.  8 

30    1.28    1.46 
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Morning. 

Saturday,     Nov.  24    8.10 

Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  very  highly  coloured  throughout  the  whole 
week,  and  very  few  anglers  have  thought  it  worth 
while  to  wet  the  line.  The  Mole  and  Wey  are  still 
pouring  heavy  water  into  the  Thames,  but  not  so 
much  as  last  week.  One  angler,  fishing  from  the 
Canbury  Promenade,  at  Kingston,  in  the  eddy  below 
the  culvert,  had  a  nice  show  of  good  roach.  Anglers 
out  at  Ditton  have  done  very  little  good,  but  if  the 
present  stream  lasts  bank  anglers  should  do  well  in 
the  eddies.  Unfortunately  for  angling  the  lock- 
keepers,  at  any  rate  in  the  lower  reaohes,  run  off 
the  water  so  rapidly,  no  doubt  to  prevent  floods 
higher  up,  that  aU  the  advantage  gained  by  the  rain 
is  lost  before  the  water  has  time  to  clear.  The 
liin^ton  Piscatoriah  will  hold  another  roach  com- 
petition on  Nov,  24,  25,  and  26,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  result  will  prove  better  than  the  last  one,  when 
only  one  fish  was  weighed  in.  Provided  that  no 
more  rain  falls  there  ia  just  the  chance  of  the  river 
clearing  sufficiently  to  enable  anglers  to  get  plenty 
of  roach  this  week  end. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water,  which  has  been 
running  rather  thick  during  the  past  week,  is  now 
fining  down  to  a  nice  colour,  and  a  good  stream  is 
running.  Some  good-sized  roach  have  been  caught, 
also  some  jack  up  to  6Ib.  Sport  should  now  improve 
all  round  as  conditions  are  better  than  they  have 
been  at  any  time  during  the  season. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — I  am  very  pleased  to 
report  that  the  river  will  be  in  fine  condition  by 
Nov.  24  and  Nov.  25,  providing  we  have  no  rain. 
Roach  and  dace  are  feeding  well.  The  Twickenham 
Piscatorial  Society  has  a  punt  outing  on  Nov.  25. 
Am  sorry  to  say  Tom  is  again  ill. — J.  T.  Billin gton. 

Thames  (Wrayshnry). — The  water  has  been  up 
and  down  several  times  since  last  report  with  vary- 
ing degrees  of  colour.  Have  been  getting  more 
good  roach,  including  fish  of  lib.  loz.,  lib.  2ioz., 
1  lb.  4oz.  and  1  lb.  6Joz.,  and  given  a  mUd  day  and  a 
rising  water  the  sport  is  hard  to  beat.  We  generally 
got  the  best  roach  here  when  the  water  is  high. — 
P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiooks  (Waterbeaoh). — Not  for  many 
years  so  early  in  the  season  has  the  pike  angler  found 
the  waters  in  this  part  in  such  a  perfect  and  clean 
condition.  There  is  now  a  good  stream  on,  with  a 
good  depth  of  water.  During  the  week,  in  a  variety 
of  weather,  which  is  at  the  time  of  writing  spring- 
like, and  clean  btmks,  both  spinning  and  live-bait 
angling  have  accounted  for  several  pike  being  creeled 
on  this  stretch  of  water.  Live  baits  on  the  spot, 
also  a  punt  if  required.— John  0.  George. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  rain  of  the 
past  few  days  has  had  the  effect  of  increasing  the 
volume  of  water  very  considerably,  and  in  many 
places  the  river  is  in  flood.  The  spate  should  have 
a  beneficial  effect. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — In  connection  with  the 
Taw  and  District  Angling  Association  competitions, 
the  silver  cup  and  medal  to  the  member  taking  the 
best  bass  specimen  was  won  by  Mr.  G.  Parris  whose 
take  scaled  31b.  3|oz.  The  best  gross  weight 
of  bass  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Baker,  who  was 
awarded  rod  and  fishixig  tackle,  the  weight  of  his 
basket  being  61b.  7jOz.  Mr.  F.  Dowdle,  for  the  best 
catch  of  mullet,  and  Mr.  A.  Hellyer,  for  a  pair  of 
bass,  21b.  3^oz.,  were  also  the  recipients  of  awards. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Barnstaple  conservators 
the  question  of  the  proposal  to  prevent  trawling  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Taw  and  Torridge  will  be  dis- 
cussed. As  was  reported  some  time  since  experi- 
mental trawls  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  nature 
of  the  catches  showed  that  the  estuary  is  well 
supplied  with  fish,  there  being  good  hauls  of  soles 
and  fluke.  The  experiments,  it  is  imderstood, 
hay©   gone   somewhat  in  favour  of  the  fisher- 
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men,  who  argue  that  the  trawling  can  have  no 
prejudicial  effect  on  the  salmon  fishing.  However, 
we  anticipate  that  the  matter  will  be  fully  investi- 
gated, and  that  the  conservators  will  decide  the 
matter  on  the  weight  of  evidence  that  will  be  brought 
before  them.  As  was  forecasted  last  week,  the 
Admiralty  decision  with  regard  to  using  Start  Bay 
for  naval  target  practice  has  been  received  by  the 
Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  as  a  sort  of  com- 
promise, and  the  following  resolution  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  Admiralty :—"  That  the  Committee 
desires  to  express  its  satisfaction  at  the  decision  not 
to  have  fixed  targets,  and  also  to  point  out  that  even 
during  the  months  specified  such  practice  will  be  an 
injury  to  the  fishermen  of  the  villages  upon  the  bay, 
besides  being  a  source  of  danger  to  them,  and  to 
fishing  vessels  navigating  in  the  bay;  that  the 
Admiralty  be  informed  imder  what  regulations  the 
restricted  firing  would  be  carried  out ;  and  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  firing  should  not 
be  carried  out  so  as  to  injuriously  affect  the  fisher- 
men in  their  lawful  calling,  which  the  president  at 
the  inquiry  on  the  Aeolus  assured  the  members  of 
the  committee  would  be  the  case." — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — For  the  three  last  days  of  the 
season  the  river  remained  in  fishing  order,  though  a 
rising  water  on  the  last  day  was  against  good  sport. 
In  the  Carlisle  Association  waters,  Mr.  J.  Waters 
had  two  fish,  191b.  and  301b.;  Mr.  Birkett,  one 
191b. ;  and  Mr.  T.  Bone,  one,  251b.  In  the  Cargo 
water,  Mr.  Mason  Scott  and  Mr.  T.  Robinson  one 
each.  At  Crosby,  Mr.  K.  J.  Hough  landed  a  fish  of 
21  lb.  Captain  Broadhurst  had  two  in  the  Warwick 
Hall  water,  111b.  and  121b.  In  the  Arraathwaite 
Castle  water,  Mr.  Edwards  killed  two,  and  Mr. 
Raine,  one,  151b.  Mr.  Atkinson  had  one  of  181b.  in 
the  Corby  Boat  Pool.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  loose 
talk  astir  to  the  effect  that  1906  has  been  the  worst 
season  known  for  salmon  anglers.  No  doubt  the 
general  yield  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  has 
been  bad,  worse  indeed  than  for  many  years,  but 
as  a  matter  of  fact  the  number  of  fish  taken  with 
the  rod  has  been  considerably  greater  than  in  any 
of  the  four  previous  years  except  1903.  This  was 
owing  to^the  previous  mild  winter,  which  enabled 
fish  to  ascend  the  river  before  the  nets  got  to  work. 
The  sport  with  the  rod  was  exceptionally  good  in 
the  spring,  but  poor  in  the  autumn. — Silver  Grey. 

Ere  and  Canal  (Exeter)i — There  being  plenty  of 
water  in  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  fair  catches 
of  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  made  at  the 
usual  well-known  haunts,  some  good  roach,  I  am 
informed,  being  caught  near  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Station  at  St.  David's.  At  a  special  meeting 
of  the  Devonshire  Fisheries  Committee,  held  at 
Newton  Abbot  last  week,  it  was  annoimced  that  the 
Admiralty  had  decided  that  permanent  moorings 
for  a  fixed  target  for  gun-fire  would  not  be  laid  in 
Start  Bay,  that  firing  would  only  be  carried  on 
between  Nov.  1  and  March  31,  and  that  where  firing 
did  occur  every  precaution  would  be  taken  to  avoid 
injury  to  fishing  interests  generally.  The  Devon- 
shire members  of  Parliament  were  unanimously 
thanked  for  what  they  had  done  in  the  matter,  in 
which  all  anglers  will  readily  associate  themselves. 
It  is  also  hoped  that  even  further  restrictions  may 
be  adopted  so  as  to  reduce  the  danger  to  fishermen 
to  a  minimum.  Excellent  mullet  fishing  has  been 
obtained  in  Exmouth  Dock,  some  of  the  veterans 
securing  over  a  dozen  when  they  come  on  the  feed 
at  midday.  Pollack  of  good  size  have  also  been 
caught  with  fly  and  ragworm  on  the  pier  and  at 
Starcross,  the  former  by  far  the  most  taking  lure. 
Mr.  Walter  Knight,  a  well-known  fisherman  here,  who 
was  higlily  respected  for  his  persevering  industry, 
and  who  was  very  keen  on  fishing,  was  unfortunately 


overtaken  in  a  squall,  and  part  of  the  boat  belong- 
ings ha\Tlng  been  picked  up  since  he  put  out  to  soa  . 
last  Saturday  the  most  anxious  time  is  f  It  by  his 
wife,  children,  and  friends.  He  was  a  reputed  grand 
swimmer  and  fearless  man,  always  ready  and  equal 
to  a  hard  day's  or  night's  work  at  his  favourite 
calling  and  livelihood.  Large  quantities  of  sprats 
are  being  caught  in  the  district  by  the  netsmen, 
especially  off  tlie  Torquay  coast. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — Anglers  have  been  getting 
some  nice  roach  at  Hoddesdon,  Rye  House,  St. 
Margarets,  and  other  stations,  pike  have  been  taken, 
and  some  dace  have  been  secured  at  Hertford.  The 
river  has  been  flushed,  and  on  Nov.  21  was  in 
good  condition  for  all-round  angling,  as  were  also 
the  Beane  and  Stort.  Fine  weather  prevailing,  roach 
anglers  should  have  a  good  time  this  week-end.  I 
have  made  inquiries  in  the  Broxbourne  district,  but 
can  hear  nothing  definite  as  to  the  3.51b.  pike 
reported  to  have  recently  been  taken  in  this  part  of 
the  Lea.  They  know  nothing  of  it  on  the  "  Crown  " 
water  or  at  the  station. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lug'g'  and  Arrow  (X.eominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  wore  getting  in  fair  order  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  grayling  were  moving  at  the  fly,  but  the 
heavy  falls  of  rain  nearly  every  night  since  have 
caused  the  rivers  to  rise  a  little  and  become  stained, 
and  they  are  not  in  order  for  grayling.  Angling  has 
been  slow  iii  this  part  of  late,  and  will  be  until  we 
get  some  sharp  frosts  and  fine  days,  when  sport  will 
be  good.  There  has  been  very  few  fish  taken  this 
week.    The  Pinsley  is  slightly  stained. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holyweli  Perry).— Water  here  is  in  first- 
rate  colour,  but  it  keeps  rising  and  falling  a  lot.  We 
have  had  several  gentlemen  out  during  the  week, 
and  the  sport  has  varied  considerably.  Mr.  Bailey 
got  some  pike,  largest  5|-lb.  To-day  Mr.  Maclean 
has  had  a  mixed  bag  from  just  in  front  of  the  ferry, 
roach  and  perch  and  some  very  nice  bream,  the 
two  largest  scaling  3Jlb.  each.  Large  lobs  were  the 
most  telling  bait. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Hnntiusfdon). — For  a  long  time  anglers 
in  this  neighbourhood  did  little  or  nothing  owing  to 
the  clearness  of  the  water,  and  the  unanimous  cry 
all  round  was  for  rain.  We  have  now  had  this  with 
a  vengeance ,  the  river  has  been  in  a  flooded  state 
for  many  days,  but  is  now  settling  nicely,  and  by 
Saturday  next,  if  the  weather  only  remains  fine,  it 
will  be  in  better  condition  than  it  has  been  for 
many  months,  and  I  have  no  doubt  pike,  roach, 
and  chub  will  feed  ravenously. — Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hnuts). — The  river  is  now  well 
within  its  banks,  and  all  kinds  of  fishing  may  now 
be  indulged  in.  It  ought  to  well  repay  any  angler 
paying  a  visit  for  the  week-end  or  a  day  or  two.  We 
have  had  several  nice  pike  taken  here  during  the 
past  two  days  up  to  10 Jib.,  and  prospects  are  really 
good,  as  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  from  Thursday, 
Nov.  22,  and  onward.  Weather  fine,  wind  N., 
piercingly  cold.  River  fishable  colour,  and  getting 
better  every  day. — Edward  Collinson. 

Rother  (Sussex). — Again  the  fishing  is  post- 
poned, and  it  looks  as  if  for  some  time.  The  Rother 
is  full,  and  there  is  more  water  out  in  the  marshes 
than  there  has  been  before  this  season.  It  will  take 
some  time  to  run  off,  but  will  empty  all  the  salt 
water  out  above  the  lock.  In  October  the  rain- 
gauge  here  recorded  a  total  of  5  03in.,  and  from 
Nov.  1  to  Nov.  18,  6-08in.— total,  11-llin.,  in  a  little 
over  six  weeks. — Thomas  Daw.s,  Secretary  to  the 
Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
unpropitious  weather,  sport  has  not  been  grand. 
White  frosts  in  the  early  mornings  have  been 
succeeded  by  heavy  rainstorms  and  gales,  and 
with  much  more  rain  the  rivers  will  be  over 
the  meadows.  Pike  have  been  feeding  in  the 
Chichester  Canal,  Mr.  Farrell  recently  secured 
a  nice  fish  of  51b.  by  spinning ;  and  Mr.  Gil- 
more,  on  Nov.  20,  secured  a  brace  of  smaller  fish. 
Bream  and  roach  have  not  been  feeding  well.  I 
have  no  communications  from  the  Adur,  Ouse,  or 
Cuckmere,  so  infer  there  is  nothing  worth  recording. 
-George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
is  now  running  coloured  and  out  of  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  water  was 
getting  into  good  order,  but  heavy  rains  have  been 
had  during  the  nights,  and  the  water  began  to  rise 
and  colour.  The  weather  is  unsettled  and  more 
rain  threatens,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  any 
grayUng  fishing  this  week.  On  Nov.  17  the 
grayling  were  feeding  well.  Mr.  Hancocks  with 
the  maggot  along  the  Folley  landed  some  very  nice 
grayling.  There  have  been  some  fair  roach,  dace, 
and  chub  taken  with  maggot.  Eels  are  on  the 
move,  and  are  sold  at  8d.  per  lb.  Pike  have  been 
taken  with  minnow.  The  Oay,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  fishing  quiet  in  them 
of  late. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouringr 
Rivers. — Coarse  fishing  is  going  just  now.  The 
Tyne  is  in  good  order,  and  some  good  creels  of 
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roach  and  dace  are  reported.  Mr.  Kent,  fishing 
the  Federation  water  on  the  Tyne  at  Wylam,  killed 
■with  maggot  twenty-seven  dace  and  roach,  some 
of  them  up  to  Jib.  Mr.  Foreman,  on  the  Tyne, 
at  Corbridge,  killed  a  heavy  creel  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Ward,  fishing  the  Till  with  worm,  had  a  good 
creel  of  grayUng.  A  good  cast  for  now  is,  point, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Spider,  Quill 
Starling. — -HEiTEY  A.  Mueton. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  inces- 
sant rain  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has  kept 
these  rivers  too  high  for  successful  fly  fishing.  Only 
a  few  places  on  the  Wye  and  higher  reaches  of  the 
Derwent — namely,  Bamford,  Sickleholm,  Hather- 
sage,  and  Chatsworth — have  been  fishable.  Only 
a  few  grayling  have  been  taken  from  these  waters. 
The  Darleydale  Club's  water — only  those  who  are 
privileged  can  bottom  fish  on  these  waters — has 
been  too  high  for  the  fly.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
Derwent  has  afforded  a  few  fish  at  Whatstandwell, 
chiefly  perch  and  roach.  Useful  flies  :  Furnace  Fly, 
Needle  Fly,  Ash  Dun,  Smock  Fly,  and  Grey  Palmer. 
— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd.  Derwent,  Onse 
etc.  (Torks). — Up  to  Saturday  last  all  our  York- 
shire streams  were  in  excellent  trim,  and  some 
very  nice  catches  were  obtained  by  swimming 
the  worm  and  maggot.  The  Wharfe  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  week  has  been  slightly  coloured. 
The  atmospheric  conditions  have  varied  a  lot  during 
the  last  few  days.  There  has  been  snow,  hail,  sleet,  rain 
and  heavy  fogs,  consequently  sport  has  fallen  oS. 
In  the  upper  reaches  a  few  rods  have  been  out  at 
Grassington  and  Burnsall.  Sport  has  not  been  good 
owing,  no  doubt,  to  snow-water  running  in  off  the 
hills.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  at  Bolton 
Woods,  Ilkley  and  Burley.  Sport  has  varied 
in  these  districts,  and  on  the  whole  has  only 
been  moderate.  In  the  lower  districts  of  the 
Wharfe  at  Tadcaste;-  and  Ullershelf,  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  some- 
what quiet  during  the  last  few  davs.  Although 
the  water  has  been  in  fair  condition,  the  fish 
have  not  been  moving  since  the  snow-water 
got  down  to  the  lower  districts.  The  Derwent  has 
been  running  fairly  high.  Sport  on  this  river  has 
fallen  off  during  the  last  few  days,  and  very  few 
anglers  were  out,  and  reports  of  catches  are  of  a 
meagre  character.  The  Swale  has  been  slightly 
coloured  with  the  rain  of  last  week  end, 
and  angling  has  been  somewhat  quiet  on  this  stream 
since,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  snow-water  running  in. 
Very  little  angling  has  been  attempted  during  th« 
week  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore,  owing 
to  the  stress  of  bad  weather.  To-day  there  is 
a  great  improvement,  and  both  main  rivers  and 
their  tributaries  are  running  with  good  trim. 
Prospects  for  gravling  fishing  are  good  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Yore  and  Swale,  and  with  a  con- 
tinvianc©  of  the  present  conditions  the  lower  reaches 
will  be  all  right  for  pike  by  the  time  this  appears  in 
print.  To-day  (Wednesday)  some  good  dishes  of 
gravliag  have  been  caught  with  swimming  the  worm 
and  maggot. — -John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  all  over  the 
north  continue  very  high,  too  much  so  for  spawners 
getting  on  to  the  redds,  and  as  yet  very  few  fish 
have  been  noted  by  the  watchers  on  the  mid-reaches 
of  the  Dee  about  Aboyne  and  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
where  spawning  is  usually  thickest.  The  hills  all 
about  are  covered  with  snow,  and  the  weather  is 
assuming  more  and  more  a  wintry  aspect.  A  few 
nights'  sharp  frost  will  tend  to  bring  the  fish  on  to 
the  beds,  and  bring  the  streams  into  normal  size. 
On  the  closing  day  of  the  past  season  Lord  Penrhyn 
landed  a  fine  fish  said  to  be  close  on  401b.j  but  details 
are  not  yet  to  hand.  This  would  make  the  third 
heavy  fish  got  on  the  Dee  during  the  closing  days,  all 
about  the  same  quarter  of  the  river  and  about  the 
same  time.  The  Don  has  been  in  high  flood  for  over 
a  month,  and  fish  of  the  heaviest  calibre  have  had 
little  difficulty  in  getting  over  the  dykes  on  to  the 
redds,  above  which  they  will  now  cover  once  the 
river  subsides.  A  splendid  head  of  fish  is  reported 
from  the  upper  quarters,  but  as  accurate  "observa- 
tions cannot  yet  be  made  the  watchers  are  unable 
to  give  the  probable  numbers  of  spawners  that  may 
be  forward.  However,  the  side  streams  can  be 
gauged  with  more  accuracy,  and  on  the  Bucket, 
Nochty,  Kindy,  and  such  like  twice  the  number  of 
spawners  are  forward  compared  with  any  recent 
year.  Angling  quarters  are  now  being  picked  up 
with  avidity,  and  most  of  the  rods  for  next  spring 
are  already  well  secured. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  season  terminated 
most  abruptly  on  the  Annan  and  Nith  last  week. 
Heavy  rain  fell  and  ^spoiled  all  chances  for  the  fly  or, 
indeed,  any  lure  on  the  closing  day,  Nov.  15.  The 
water  became  discoloured  on  the  evening  of  Nov. 
14,  and  there  was  a  raging  spate  on  Thursday 
njomiug,    rendering    the    cljaijc©    for    ^  fish 


a  hopeless  one  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Annan. 
An  odd  fish  or  two  were  taken  in  the  Foiu:  Towns 
waters.  Mr.  McLean  had  a  small  one  of  about  91b. , 
and  other  fish  of  201b.  and  221b.  were  caught. 
Mr.  Swan  had  one  of  201b.  on  the  closing  day, 
and  Mr.  Liebeg  had  one  of  OJlb.  Mr.  Johnstone 
one  of  121b.  Mr.  Carr  one  in  the  higher  reaches 
of  Wamohray  of  131b.,  and  other  odd  fish  were 
taken.  The  Moffat  stretch  did  not  afford  much 
sport  this  season,  though  one  or  two  fair-sized 
fish  were  taken.  The  Mount  Annan  portion 
afforded  the  best  sport  of  any  of  the  reaches 
of  the  Annan.  Mr.  Pasley  -  Dirom  landed  a 
number  of  extra  fine  salmon  in  his  water  up  to 
over  271b.,  and  his  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  accounted 
for  a  good  number,  considerably  improving,  like  his 
master,  over  their  catches  of  last  year.  The  kill- 
ing lure  on  the  Mount  Annan  water  was  the 
fly,  and  especially  the  flies  (Brown  Turkeys) 
dressed  by  one,  John  Jackson,  of  Dumfries.  Mr. 
D.  C.  Loudon  was  the  most  successful  angler  on  the 
lower  Annan,  and  he  accounted  for  four,  two  of 
which  weighed  301b.  and  27ilb.  Capt.  W.  Ewart 
and  Mr.  W.  Wright  came  next  in  order,  though  they 
only  landed  a  couple  each.  Mr.  W.  Wright,  how- 
ever, had  a  run  of  extraordinarily  bad  luck,  as  he  lost 
other  six  salmon  all  over  201b.  each.  Hoddom 
Castle  did  not  afford  the  sport  that  was 
expected  from  it  this  season.  The  Duke 
of  Buccleuch's  water  above  Shillahill  Bridge 
yielded  some  nice  fish  through  the  season.  The 
Nith  of  Dumfeies.— On  the  whole  this  river 
gave  better  sport  than  the  season  of  1905.  The 
Sanquhar  waters  gave  a  fair  return  though  not 
many  were  caught  on  this  reach  of  the  Nith. 
Sport  was  of  a  fair  order  on  the  mid  reaches,  though 
none  of  the  fish  were  heavy  ones.  Mr.  Robert 
Thomson,  a  well-known  gentleman  angler,  was 
responsible  for  half  a  dozen  with  the  flv.  The  Red 
Brows  pool  below  Scaurfoot  fished  the  best,  and 
gavejfish  weighing  from  131b.  to  201b.  The  Duncow 
water  yielded  th3  finest  fish  caught  in  any  of  the 
Border  rivers  of  the  Solway  this  season,  Mr.  J. 
Sinclair  landing  the  salmon  of  the  season  with 
a  Brown  Turkey  Fly  of  blue,  red  and  lemon 
coloured  body,  dressed  by  one  Mr.  D.  J. 
Rae,  of  Dumfries.  Mr.  Sam  Brown,  Deputy 
Town'^  Clerk,  Dumfries,  killed  two  salmon  of 
101b.  and  131b.  ;  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  Dobie  had  a 
good  fish,  on  the  Blackwood  water,  of  231b.  ;  Mr. 
Kerr  landed  one,  on  the  Cowhill  Tower  water,  of 
19lb.  ;  while  Mr.  C.  W.  Thomson  took  one,  on 
the  Portrack  water,  near  to  the  railway  bridge, 
which  weighed  21  lb.  The  Isle  water  near  to 
Portrack  did  not  so  far  amiss.  Mr.  Gillon  Fer- 
guson had  about  half  a  dozen  on  his  portion.  On 
the  closing  day  Mr.  Dobie  landed  one  on  the 
Lincluden  water  of  171b.  or  181b.  Mr.  Patterson 
caught  one  on  the  Blackwood  water  of  161b.  and 
one  of  171b.  On  the  Portrack  water.  Mr.  Dick  one 
of  231b.,  and  Mr.  Reid  one  of  71b.  or  81b.  on 
the  Castledykes  portion.  Mr.  McLaughlin, 
the  Rector  of  Carnsalloch  Academy,  had  six 
salmon  during  the  season,  a  number  of  which 
were  very  good  fish  indeed.  The  minister  of  Apple- 
gath  Church,  a  skilful  angler,  was  rather  unfor- 
tunate, as  ho  only  had  a  single  salmon  during 
the  season,  though  it  was  a  very  good  one. 
A  goodly  number  of  anglers  from  the  Dumfries 
district  wound  up  their  season  by  going  to  the 
Tweed,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  Peter  Loudon,  of  Annan, 
Messrs.  Hardy's  manager  in  Edinburgh,  has  been 
most  successful  in  the  Walkerburn  section  ;  while 
Heatherbell  has  been  making  a  fair  beginning  this 
week  on  the  Innerleithen  water.— Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Biyers. — 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  and  river  have 
besn  in  good  order  for  fishing  purposes,  and  anglers 
have  been  busy  all  the  week  through.  Occasional 
frosts  have  run  the  rivers  in  a  little,  and  therefore 
sport  has  been  better  than  of  late.  Below  is  a 
record  of  the  fish  got  since  last  report ;  to-day's 
(Wednesday,  Nov.  21)  sport  is  not  yet  available. 
A  large  number  of  salmon  have  boon  killed  in  the 
Peebles  district  of  the  Tweed,  whither  they  have 
been  induced  to  run  by  the  succession  of  floods.  No 
doubt  many  of  these  have  been  taken  by  illegal 
means.  Boldbike  Water. — Col.  F.  Daviss  caught 
a  101b.  salmon  on  Nov.  3,  a  salmon  of  141b.  and  a 
sea  trout  2Jlb.  on  Nov.  6,  and  on  Nov.  10  he  had  a 
201b.  salmon  ;  Mr.  Scott,  of  Sala,  killed  one  salmon 
of  17ilb.  on  Nov.  10;  Mr.  W.  Miller,  fisherman, 
hadj  one  of  9 Jib.  on  Nov.  9,  and  on  Nov.  10 
he  had  one  of  171b.  On  the  same  date 
Mr.  Holmes,  fi.sherman,  had  one  of  241b.,  and 
on  Nov.  7  one  of  the  same  weight.  It  is  stated 
that  a  fish  381b.  was  got  on  the  Drygrange 
water  last  week,  but  particulars  are  not  available  as 
yet.  Speouston  Wateb. — On  the  upper  water,  on 
Nov.  1,  Mr.  Ernest  Chaplin  had  a  salmon  of  81b. ;  Carl 
Percy,  M.P.,  on  Nov.  6,  a  grilse  of  81b.  ;  Miss  Howard 
a  salmon  of  251b.,  and  a  91b.  grilse  on  Nov.  7 ;  also 
on    the   s^mp   date,    M^jop    F.  Kerr,  P.S.Q., 


Gordon  Highlanders,  killed  two  fish  of  141b, 
and  .  101b.  respectively,  and  Sir  John  Stirling 
Notwell,  Bart.,  one  salmon  of  281b.  Rdtheb- 
rORD  Lodge  Water. — Mrs.  P.  A.  Loof  had  an 
181b.  salmon  on  Nov.  6,  and  the  same  day  Miss 
Muriel  Lucas  had  one  of  141b.,  and  Mr.  F.  C. 
Williamson  a  71b.  grilse.  On  Nov.  7  Mrs.  Loof  had 
a  brace  of  salmon  of  16|lb.  and  15Jlb.,  and  Mrs. 
Morton  Lucas  one  of  15|lb.  ;  Mr.  Williamson  one 
81b.  grilse,  and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  one  of  7Jlb.  On 
Nov.  10  Miss  Muriel  Lucas  landed  a  24ilb.  salmon, 
and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  one  of  191b.  On  Nov.  12 
Mrs.  Loof  had  three  salmon,  weighing  24Jlb..  19|lb., 
and  191b.,  and  two  grilse  of  9ilb.  ;  Mrs.  P.  M.  Lucas 
had  also  three  salmon  of  2l|lb.,  211b.,  and  161b. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Walker  three  salmon,  191b.,  161b.,  and 
101b.  respectively,  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  91b.  and 
71b.  each ;  and  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  two  salmon  of  191b. 
and  181b.,  and  a  brace  of  grilse  101b.  and  81b.  each. 
On  Nov.  13  Mrs.  Loof  had  a  91b.  grilse;  Mrs.  M. 
Lucas  two  salmon  of  11  lb.  and  llilb.,and  two  grilse 
of  91b.  and  61b.;  Mr.  J.  G.  Walker  three  salmon  of 
19Jlb.,  191b.  and  91b.,  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  each  ; 
Mr.  Morton  Lucas,  three  salmon  of  181b.,  191b.,  and 
231b..  and  a  101b.  grilse.  Makebstoun  Water. — 
On  Nov.  7,  Mr.  J.  Little  had  two  salmon  of  151b. 
each,  and  throe  grilse  of  101b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  each; 
Mr.  Frank  J.  Usher,  on  Nov.  10,  a  71b.  grilse  ;  and 
on  Nov.  12,  Mr.  T.  Leadbitter  had  a  salmon  of 
lUb.,  and  four  grilse  of  91b.,  ejlb.,  61b.,  and  61b.  ; 
Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  a  71b.  grilse,  and  a  sea-trout 
of  5ilb.  Floors  Castle  (Duke  of  Roxburghe's).— 
On  the  upper  water  on  Nov.  7  Lord  Herbert  had  one 
salmon  of  171b.  ;  and  the  Hon.  J.  Ward  had  half  a 
dozen,  weighing  191b.,  181b.,  141b.,  141b.,  101b..  and 
9lb.,  besides  one  grilse  of  71b.,  and  a  sea-trout  of 
111b.  On  Nov.  12  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh© 
had  a  grand  day,  killing  no  fewer  than  nineteen 
salmon,  the  weights  of  which  were  21  lb.,  211b., 
201b.,  191b.,  '181b.,  181b.,  181b..  18lb.,  171b.,  161b., 
151b.,  151b.,  141b.,  121b.,  91b.,  91b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and 
71b.,  respectively;  the  aggregate  weight  of  the 
lot  being  2701b.  On  Nov.  16  his  Grace  had 
two  salmon  of  131b.  and  91b.  On  the 
lower  water  on  Nov.  7  Mr.  Sneyd  landed  two 
salmon  of  201b.  and  19 Jib.  each.  On  Nov.  12,  Her 
Grace  the  Duchesa  of  Roxburghe  caught  half  a 
dozen  salmon,  weights  being  241b.,  221b.,  171b.,  91b., 
81b.,  and  61b.,  and  on  Nov.  13  she  had  one  grilse  of 
91b.  Ednam  House  Water. — On  Nov.  14,  Mr. 
Lees  killed  three  fish  of  25Jlb.,  151b.,  and  181b.  : 
and  on  Nov.  20  he  had  three  fish  of  191b  ,  171b.,  and 
131b.,  and  on  the  lower  water  Mr.  James  Blake, 
Kelso,  had  one  of  191b. ;  on  Nov.  17,  Mr.  D.  W.  B. 
Tait,  W.S.,  Kelso,  had  one  fish  of  201b. ;  on  Nov.  19, 
Mr.  Lees  had  five  salmon  weighing  301b.,  191b., 
181b.,  171b.,  and  10!b.,  and  on  Nov.  20,  he  had  a 
brace  of  fish  of  181b.  and  101b.,  and  on  the  upper 
water  Mr.  ^Rutherford,  M.P.,  had  a  brace  of 
grilse.  On  the  Sphoctston  Water,  on  Nov.  6,  Capt. 
S.  F.  Trotter  had  a  161b.  salmon  and  Capt.  Trotter 
a  grilse  of  71b.  ;  on  Nov.  7,  Capt.  Trotter  killed 
three  grilse  of  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  and  Capt.  G.  F. 
Trotter  one  salmon  of  221b.,  and  three  grilse  of 
101b;,  71b.,  and;51b. ;  Mr.^Barrington  one  grilse  of  81b., 
and  Mr.  Horn  a  brace  of  salmon  of  18lb.  and  19lb. 
On  the  same  date.  Miss  Stobart,  one  salmon  of  171b. 
and  a  61b.  grilse.  On  Nov.  10  she  had  a  similar  take. 
On  Nov.  12,  Lady  Edith  Trotter  had  a  salmon  and 
a  grilse,  which  weighed  201b.  and  91b. ;  and  Captain 
G.  F.  Trotter,  three  salmon  of  231b.,  181b.,  and  181b. ; 
on  Nov.  13,  Captain  F.  S.  Trotter  had  three  salmon 
and  three  grilse,  weighing  191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  lUb., 
101b.,  and  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  a  salmon 
and  two  grilse  of  181b.,  111b.,  and  61b.  Biegham 
Water  (the  Earl  of  Home's). — Lord  Dunglas, 
one  salmon  of  181b.,  and  a  grilse  of  51b. ;  and 
Gen.  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  a  brace  of  grilse 
of  71b.  and  81b.  each  on  Nov.  17.  On  Nov.  18 
Gen.  Home  had  a  171b.  salmon,  and  Lord  Douglas 
a  salmon  of  13Jlb.  and  a  grilse  of  9Jlb.  On  Nov.  19 
Major  Kerr  killed  four  salmon  of  281b.,  211b.,  14Jlb., 
and  141b.,  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  91b.  and  81b.  each ; 
Lady  Helen  Kerr  one  281b.  salmon  and  one  grilse  of 
101b.  ;  Lord  Douglas  one  'grilse  of  61b. ;  Capt. 
Strutt  one  of  61b.,  and  Gen.  Home  four  salmon 
of  221b.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  171b.,  and  four  grilse 
of  7lb.  each.  Cabham  Water.  —  On  Nov-.  7, 
Mrs.  Birrell  had  a  21  lb.  salmon  and  a  51b.  grilse, 
Mr.  Philips  a  grilse  of  91b.,  Mr.  Munday  one  of  7  Jib. 
On  Nov.  12  Mrs.  Birrell  had  nine  fish — four  salmon 
weighing  321b.,  261b.,  191b.,  and  161b.,  and  five 
grilse  weighing  101b.,  81b.,  and  three  of  61b.  each; 
Mr.  Philips  one  grilse  of  81b.  and  Mr.  Munday  one 
11  lb.  salmon  and  a  101b.  grilse.  Mr.  McCulloch,  on 
the  Waek  Water,  killed  three  salmon  of  21  lb., 
151b.,  and  131b. ;  and  on  Nov.  13  he  had  one  16lb. 
salmon  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  91b.  and  71b. 
On  the  Floors  Lower  Water,  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  20), 
Mr.  John  O.  Wilson,  Kelso,  killed  three  salmon 
weighing  191b.,  17lb.,  and  131b.,  and  the  same  day, 
on  the  upper  water,  Tom  Speedy,  Edinburgh,  had 
seven  fish,  221b.,  glflb.,  191b.,  191b.,  lyjb.,  lejlb-, 
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HowiETOUN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 

Telegnphlc  Address:  "HOWIETOUH,  STIRUNO/'  Telefihone:  3a,  BAHHOCKBURN, 

I        Nothing  to  equal  tlie  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova. 

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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and  161b.,  on  the  Teviot.  Since  the  river  has  got 
into  fishing  condition  many  disciples  of  the  rod  and 
line  have  been  out,  but  not  much  sport  has  as  yet 
been  got.  On  the  Springwood  Park  side  of  the 
water,  Mr.  Drummond,  of  Hawthornden,  Edin- 
burgh, Idlled  his  first  salmon — a  nice  clean-run  fish 
of  221b.  ;  at  Roxburgh,  Mf.  A.  Affleck  had  a  salmon 
of  18 Jib.  Below  Heton  Mills,  Mr.  J.  T.  Thompson 
(Messrs.  Redpath  &  Co.,  fishing  tackle  makers, 
Kelso)  had  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on  the  Springwood 
Park  side.  Major  Romanis  had  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Henderson,  Kelso,  one  salmon  of  141b.,  and  on 
Nov.  14,  Mr.  Forrest  one  of  141b.  :  Mr.  J.  Affleck  one 
71b.  grilse,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Ormiston  one  grilse  of 
61b. — ^Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Lough  Corril)  (Anglers'  Hotel). — The  following 
gentlemen  have  been  pike  fishing  and  shooting : — 
Col.  Sir  Howland  Roberts,  Col.  Lloyd,  Capt.  Ashtly 
Barrett,  and  Master  Barrett.  Capt.  Barrett  and 
Master  Barrett,  two  days,  got  some  good  takes  of 
pike  in  very  good  condition.  The  four  guns, 
shooting  for  eight  days,  had  mixed  bags  of  forty- 
three  brace  of  cock,  snipe,  grouse,  and  partridge. 
Never  had  a  better  prospect  of  cock,  snipe,  and 
partridge  than  at  present,  and  now  is  a  capital  time 
for  pike  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  as  you  are  sure  to 
get  very  large  ones. — T.  Naughton. 

Lough  Currane,  etc.  {Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
All  the  rivers  and  streams  flowing  into  Lough 
Currane  are  now  flooded,  and  the  lake  is  rapidly 
rising.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Owing  to  very  bad  weather 
angling  has  been  possible  only  on  one  day  since  last 
report,  when  good  takes  of  whiting  were  had. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Tempestuous  weather  has  brought 
sea  angling  here  to  a  standstill. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynaue  (co.  Kerry). — On  one  day  three 
anglers,  fishing  about  halfway  between  Coomacon- 
clane  and  Scariff  Island,  caught  195  whiting  and  a 
few  bream.  Since  then  fishing  has  been  impossible 
owing  to  very  wild  weather.  The  same  applies  to 
Dingle. —T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Local  angling  still  remains 
Very  unsatisfactory,  little  being  done  anywhere, 
either  by  night  or  day.  A  few  fair-sized  codling, 
congers,  ancf  whiting  are  occasionally  taken,  but 
general  results  are  not  what  they  should  be  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  A  few  pier  anglers,  not  taking 
part  in  the  competition,  experienced  fair  sport  on 
Saturday  (Nov.  17),  and  during  evening  hours  some 
codling  and  pouting  were  taken,  the  best  fish 
falhng  to  the  rod  of'  Mr.  A.  R.  Richardson,  and 
scaling  4Jlb.  Scarcely  a  rod,  except  those  of  com- 
petitors, was  in  evidence  on  the  following  day,  but 
Nov.  19  .brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  anglers  of 
both  sexes,  including  Mrs.  Hugman,  Mrs.  Yates, 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Beasley,  Mrs.  Waddington,  and 
Messrs.  Rose,  Burslem,  Band,  Dimhill,  Back- 
house, Hugman,  Pierpoint,  Dodd,  Beasley, 
Fifield,  Waddington,  Brooks,  Crowhurst,  Win- 
stanley,  Wiggins,  Welch,  Hadsley,  Bellingham, 
Theaker,  Grubb,  Parks,  Neary,  Ballard,  Clark, 
Haynes,  Holt-Schooling,  Hume,  and  Ball.  Sport 
proved  very  slow,  though  a  few  good  fish  were 
creeled,  Mr.  Dunhill  landing  a  cod  of  6 Jib.,  and  Mrs. 
Beasley  taking  one  of  5Jlb.  About  a  couple  of 
score  of  large  pouting  and  a  few  ^whiting  were 
also  included  in  the  day's  capture.  Nov.  20 
witnessed  material  improvement  all  round,  though 
matters  could  not  then  be  considered  brisk,  but  a 
fair  nimiber  of  whiting  were  caught  and  also  a  few 
codling,  the  largest  of  the  latter  species  being  taken 
early  by  Mr.  Grubb.  Later  in  the  day,  however, 
Mr.  Pierpoint  topped  this  weight  with  a  codling 
of  nearly.  41b.,  and  Mr.  Band  also  landed  a 
nice  one.  The  weather  changed  suddenly  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  to  -  day  (Nov.  21)  it  is 
blowing  a  gale  from  the  south  south-west,  and  pier 
patrons.are  consequently  but  few  innumber, and  sport 
almost  entirely  wanting,  though  Mr.  Waddington 
took  a  71b.  cod  and  Mr.  Wolff  made  a  decent  mixed 
catch  of  whiting,  codling,  and  pouting. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Sport  has  been  very  good  during  the 
Week,  but  the  weather  has  not  been  What  one  could 
have  wished.  The  smelt  are  giving  excellent  sport, 
and  the  fish  run  very  large.  Out  of  a  catch  of 
twenty  -  nine  dozen  that  a  friend  of  mine  had 
last  Monday  he  took  one  fish  that  measmed  9in. 
long  and  2pn.  through  the  girth — the  size  of  a  large 
herring — and  he  had  several  nearly  as  large.  A 
fisherman  on  the  Barbican  took  a  bass  2Jlb.  weight, 
and  he  hooked  it  on  a  fine  trout  collar  that  he  was 
using  for  smelt,  but  by  dint  of  great  care  he  managed 
to  bring  it  in  to  the  steps  and  landed  it  safely 
without  parting  the  gut.  The  hook  was  also  a 
No.  1 0,  smelt  size.    A  lady  and  her  husband,  fishing 


in  Yealm  Gut,  had  a  fine  conger  tha  other  day 
which  weighed  351b.,  and  when  it  was  opened  they 
found  a  3Jlb.  pollack  inside  it  perfectly  whole.  It 
required  some  careful  handling,  as  they  were  in  a 
small  dinghy  and  the  sea  was  choppy. — William 
Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — On  one  day  four  anglers 
got  five  conger,  176  whiting,  and  ten  bream.  The 
conger  averaged  about  201b.  in  weight.  Weather 
at  present  too  rough  for  successful  angling. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  conditions  are  still  \'ery 
changeable,  and  but  few  anglers  have  been  out  boat- 
fishing.  W.  Moggeridge  and  J.  Parkman  have  had  a 
few  good  mixed  baskets  of  skate,  conger,  whiting, 
etc.,  but  none  very  large.  E.  Haggett  has  had  a 
few  pollack,  largest  about  21b.,  but  the  wind  has 
been  too  high  to  get  out  on  the  usual  fishing  grounds. 
Small  bass  ;^and  pollack  are  still  being  taken  in  the 
harbour,  one  boat  accounting  for  6J  dozen,  while 
several  rods  have  accounted  for  between  one  or  two 
dozen.  On  Nov.  19  small  plaice'were  very  plentiful, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Laver  having  fifteen  between  them, 
also  a  few  bass  and  a  grey  mullet.  Most  of  these 
fish  do  not  exceed  i\h.  in  weight,  although  they  give 
very  good  sport  on  light  tackle.  Two  or  three 
congers  from  41b.  to  71b.  in  weight  were  taken  off 
the  breakwater  last  week-end. — Chas.  J.  Russell. 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Akglo-Frekch  Pisoatorials. 
Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams  oscupied  the  chair  on 
Wednesday  evening  last.  As  such  unfavourable 
reports  had  been  received  from  Yalding,  owing  to 
the  state  of  the  water  and  bad  weather,  the  outing 
has  been  postponed  sine  die. — R.  Jacobs,  Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  SociETy. 
At  our  meeting  on  Nov.  14,  Mr.  Armitage  in  the 
chair,  it  was  announced  that  a  further  and  very 
acceptable  donation  of  180  nice  dace  had  Just  been 
received,  and  turned  into  the  Harefield  section, 
from  the  same  kind  friend  who  recently  presented 
the  society  with  a  splendid  lot  of  coarse  fish  for 
restocking  purposes.  The  list  of  prizes  for  the 
outing  on  Dec.  2  received  some  useful  additions. 
The  usual  donation  to  the  A.B.S.  for  their  com- 
petition at  Richmond  was  voted.  Further  fishing 
results  showed  that  Messrs.  Sage,  F.  Wilson,  and 
Watts  had  taken  jack  from  Harefield  broadwater, 
and  Mr.  Swain  an  eel  and  several  roach,  up  to 
1  lb.  lioz.,  from  Denham  Strait.  This  last  week- 
end several  members  visited  Harefield,  but  the 
river  was  again  suffering  from  the  effects  of  more 
rain.  Mr.  Yarham,  however,  bagged  about  two 
dozen  small  jack  and  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  a  few 
roach.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  society  to  keep  down 
the  jack  in  this  part  of  the  water,  and  there  appears 
to  be  a  quantity  of  small  ones,  and  probably  there 
are  larger  ones  also.  From  another  locality  Mr. 
Bainton  had  roach  and  chub  (best,  21b.  ll^oz.),  also 
Mr.  Barnes,  and  Mr.  Blagrave  thirteen  roach 
scaling  101b.  13oz.,  a  nice  level  lot,  taken  in  about 
18in.  of  water.  Provided  not  much  more  rain  falls 
the  river  will  be  a  good  colour  by  this  week-end. 
It  is  hoped  that  members  wiU  endeavour  to  go  to 
Harefield  on  Dec.  2,  meeting  at  Fisheries'  Hotel  at 
10.30  a.m.— E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  capital  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Thompson,  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on 
Tuesday.  There  was  a  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  C. 
Haynes  having  a  fine  tray  of  351b.  of  roach,  whilst 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  also  had  a  nice  tray  of  roach  and 
dace,  several  dozen,  from  Cookham.  Several  good 
roach  had  also  been  taken  by  Mr.  Frost  at  Wrays- 
bury  and  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont  elsewhere.  From 
Dorsetsloire  Mr.  Martin  reported  a  recent  bag  of  a 
dozen  roach,  lOflb.,  and  four  good  jack.  Great 
satisfaction  was  evinced  by  the  meeting  at  the  news 
that  Dr.  Ladell's  illness  had  taken  a  favourable 
turn,  and  that  his  complete  recovery  might  reason- 
ably be  expected.  The  principal  item  of  the  meeting 
was  the  reading  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("Trent 
Otter")  of  a  grand  paper,  entitled,  "The  Lighter 
Side  of  Angling,"  brimful  of  quiet  humour  through- 
out, yet  with  much  useful  information  running  like 
a  vein  of  precious  metal  amongst  the  quaint  and 
comical  conceits  that  Mr.  Martin  —  a  capital 
raconteur — handled  most  skilfully.  At  the  close, 
after  a  few  words  of  hearty  appreciation  from  the 
chairman  and  several  members,  a  very  eulogistic 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Martin  was  enthusiastically 
awarded  for  his  extremely  successful  paper.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  genial  and  able  chairman,  closed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  most  enjoyable  meeting.  Will  members 
kindly  note  that  on  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  27,  there 
will  be  a  smoking  concert,  visitors  cordially  invited, 
and  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  4,  »  "  scientific  evening." — 
Hon.  Sec. 


Gresham  Anqling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  presided  in  his  usual  genial 
manner  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  chief  feature  of  the  evening  wa=i  a  discussion, 
initiated  by  the  chairman,  entitled  "  How  to  Im- 
prove our  Fisheries."  Nearly  every  member  present 
took  part,  and  the  outcome  was  that  systematic  super- 
vision and  attention  will  be  given  to  both  trout  and 
coarse  waters  in  order  that  members  may  obtain 
the  maximum  of  sport.  It  was  felt  that  the  chief 
factor  in  improvement  was  a  good  water  supply, 
and  fortunately  we  are  now  receiving  such  an 
amount  that  it  is  hoped  its  influence  will  be  felt  for 
a  considerable  time.  Already  it  has  brought  some 
nice  bags  of  roach  to  those  who  have  visited  Kelve- 
don,  andjreports  to  date  show  the  water  there  to  be  in 
first-rate  order.  Mr.  Saunders  has  had  some  capital 
roach  from  Ringwood,  but  his  outing  was  consider- 
ably interfered  with  by  rain.  Mr.  Hayward  had  a 
nice  take  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  and  Messrs.  F. 
J.  Gray,  Salmond  and  Gill  some  good  roach  from 
Kelvedon. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel  on  Wednesday  last,  and  experiences 
proved  the  weather  to  be  the  worst  friend  of  the 
ardent  angler.  A  club  ouiting  has  been  fixed  for 
Dec.  9,  and  members  who  desire  arrangements  to  be 
made  for  their  comfort  will  please  send  in  their 
names.  The  semi-final  of  the  club  championship 
must  be  fished  off  on  or  before  Nov.  28.  The  club 
water  at  Barford  is  for  the  moment  in  flood,  and 
members  have  had  no  sport.  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  has 
taken  some  nice  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  the  latter 
including  a  specimen  of  lOoz.  A  new  member  was 
elected,  and  several  nominated  for  membership,— 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
There  was  an  excellent  meeting  on  Nov.  19,  Mr. 
Frank  Ward  in  the  chair,  but  bad  sport  was  reported 
from  all  quarters  on  account  of  the  exceedingly 
boisterous  weather  which  prevailed  last  week  end. 
The  president  encountered  a  perfect  blizzard  on 
the  Itchen,  and  stated  that  he  had  never 
seen  the  river  so  thick  as  it  was  on 
Saturday  when  he  fished.  One  small  grayling  alone 
rewarded  his  efforts,  though  several  trout  were 
captured  and  returned.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  an 
even  worse  experience  on  the  Tweed.  Deluge  after 
deluge  prevailed  in  the  ten  days  he  was  North, 
and  not  only  did  he  refrain  necessarily  from 
angling,  but  did  not  see  the  river  at  all  during  his 
stay.  Mr.  C.  A.  Stallibrass  mentioned  that  _  in 
the  Kennet  below  Bull's  Lock  several  grayling 
had  been  taken  up  to  lib.  12oz.  in  weight.  Infor- 
mation was  received  that  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  had 
killed  two  salmon  on  the  Tweed,  weighing  respec- 
tively 231b.  and  91b.  The  president  will  take 
the  chair  at  the  house  dinner  on  Monday. 
He  has  a  "surprise  packet"  in  the  way  of 
a  paper  to  read  after  the  repast,  the  title  of 
which  wild  horses  wiU  not  drag  from  him.  There 
will  also  be  a  lively  discussion  on  the  vexata  quwstio 
as  to  the  desirability  of  netting  out  the  small  stock 
of  grayling  in  the  Lambourn  holding. — Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY, 


Dr.  Steele-Perkins'  Lecture. 

Mr.  J.  C.  HiNDLEY  occupied  the  business  chair 
on  Nov.  14,  Mr.  Mallett  doing  duty  as  secretary  in 
Mr.  Pickup'sabsencefromindisposition.  Inveryshort 
time  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  was  called  upon  to  occupy  the 
social  chair.  A  full  attendance  of  members  and  friends 
had  mustered  to  welcome  their  much-liked  fellow 
member.  Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins,  who  had  under- 
taken to  read  a  paper,  "  A  Trip  through  New 
Zealand."  The  last  time  he  addressed  the  society 
upon  "  Our  Brother  the  Fish,"  the  walls  were 
covered  with  diagrams  illustrating  his  learned  paper 
• — for  learned  it  was.  This  time  only  the  screen 
and  the  lantern  were  called  in  aid,  but  the  doctor 
was  quite  as  much  at  home  as  the  returned  traveller 
as  he  was  as  the  learned  professor  handling  the 
truths  of  science. 

It  was  a  long,  carefully-prepared  paper,  and  most 
thoroughly  descriptive.  He  acknowledged  the  great 
favour  shown  to  him  by  the  authorities  of  New 
Zealand,  in  furnishing  him  with  a  splendid  and 
very  complete  set  of  authorised  photographs.  Ho 
had  had  them  carefully  prepared  as  slides  ;  they 
were  well  done  and  great  in  number,  and,  with 
the  society's  expert  provision  of  necessary  appa--. 
ratijs,  including  electric  communication  between 
lecturer  and  lantern  operator,  all  went  smoothly 
and  well. 

The  South  Island  was  well  described,  the  magni- 
ficent mountain,  plain,  and  wooded  scenery  brought 
vividly  to  eye  and  ear.  The  alluvial  gold 
mining  history,  the  abattoirs,  the  freezing-rootn» 
for  the   mutton,  the  flocks  of  many  thousand 
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"NAVY"  MIXTURE 


•JOHN   i»LAYER   Sl  SON, 

nOTTINGHAM, 

will  forward  Testing  Sampl«,  post  free,  to  Applicants 
mentioning  this  Paper. 


1/8  per  i-lb.      5d.  per  oz. 

ivTErnxjivr, 

1/6  per  i-lb.      4id.  per  oz. 


J4^0W  READY. 

7/1  one  handsome  koyal  8vo.  Volume  of  over  1,300  Pages. 
Half'bound  in  best  Sealskin. 
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sheep,  the  woollen  manufactory,  where  the  wool 
off  the  sheep's  back  went  in  at  one  end  and  came 
out  of  the  other  in  the  shape  of  hosiery, 
flannel,  and  blankets  —  filled  with  perfect  and 
modern  machinery  appliances — all  was  represented 
and  explained.  Then,  the  Northern  Island — the 
Maori  coimtry — the  King's  country,  a  description 
of  the  wonderful  hot  lake  .district,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  a  well  illustrated  account  of  the  fish-breeding 
and  acclimatising  arrangements  which  have  been 
most  successfully  carried  out.  One  slide  made  the 
mouth  water — a  grand  catch  of  great  trout,  far 
exceeding  in  size  anything  seen  this  side  ;  indeed, 
the  record  fish  scaled  141b. 

And  somewhat  mournfully  a  portrait  of  the  dead 
Prime  Minister,  the  late  Mr.  Severn,  was  the  last 
slide  thrown  on  the  screen.  His  thirteen  years 
good  and  hard  work,  eo  strenuously  done  that  it 
really  killed  liim,  is  well  known  to  and  greatly 
appreciated  by  all  Englishmen,  and  his  loss  mourned. 

The  chairman  gracefully  acknowledged  the 
society's  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Steele-Perkins  for  his 
beautiful  exposition  of  his  subject  and  the  lovely 
slides.'and  the  close  attention  paid  to  him  amply 
evidenced  that  the  members  were  not  wholly 
devoted  to  sea  angling. 

The  final  slide  had  appealed  to  him  strongly,  for 
the  late  Prime  Minister  of  New  Zealand  died  in 
his  brother's  arms.  He  was  professionally  attending 
him,  and  bore  testimony  that  the  great  strong  man 
had  been  killed  by  hard  work.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairmen  and  the  customary  toast  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close  at  a  late 
hour, 


On  Wednesday,  Nov.  21,  Mr.  George  Colman,  of 
Folkestone,  was  to  have  read  a  paper,  "  A  few 
Practical  Hints  on  Sea- Angling."  Unhappily  he  was 
not  well  enough  to  do  so,  but  did  the  next  best 
thing  and  sent  it  to  Mr.  W.  C.  Nickels,  who  kindly 
read  it  for  him.  Mr.  A.  E.  Jackson,  editor  of  the 
Anglere'  News,  who  happened  to  be  paying  one  of 
his  rare  visits,  was  speedily  pounced  upon  and  put 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  Nickels  then  read  the  paper,  and 
Mr.  Colman  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  having 
made  good  choice  of  a  reader. 

Mr.  Colman  had  not  fortunately  succumbed  to  his 
first  intention  of  adopting  the  chatty  style  of 
"Dragnet"  that  he  so  much  admired,  nor  yet  did 
he  find  himself  able  to  take  the  advice  of  the  late 
George  Augustus  Sala,  to  "  begin  your  essay  with  a 
popular  title  and  then  write  about  everything  else 
than  that  which  is  suggested."  He  felt  that  he  must 
indeed  be  nothing  but  practical,  and  as  sea  angling 
as  a  sport  was  still  in  its  infancy  and  there  was 
still  so  much  to  learn,  he  trusted  that,  as  one 
who  had  gained  much  by  living  by  the  home  of  the 
fish,  and  in  consorting  with  anglers  and  fishermen 
for  some  years,  he  might  be  able  to  tell  some  of 
them  who  knew  more  than  he  did  some  things  they 
did  not  know.  That  more  especially  in  matters 
relating  to  the  conditions  of  weather  and  water 
as  influencing  angling,  and  as  a  result  of  his  own 
observation  and  experience  how  to  take  advantage 
of  favourable  and  to  overcome  unfavourable 
conditions.  Boat  angling  was  then  dealt  with. 
Now  if  you  want  a  full  day's  fishing  it  is  no  use 
fixing  a  time  when  the  spring  tides  have  set  in  at 
new  and  full  moon,  wait  till  the  first  and  last 
quarters ;  two  or  three  days  at  these  times  will 
give  splendid  fishing,  but  start  early  and  get  the 
first  of  the  ebb,  the  whole  ebb  and  the  slack,  and 
get  home  on  the  flood,  thus  getting  the  best 
of  the  two  tides  in  one  day.  Your  choice  of  a 
boatman  must  not  be  neglected.  At  Folkestone, 
he  was  happy  to  say,  they  were  all  good,  but  at 
most  other  seaside  towns  they  ere  not.  Naturally, 
in  such  cases,  the  local  angling  associations  and  the 
roster  of  the  B.S.A.S.  were  the  best  guides.  When 
the  water  is  "  sheer  " — what  the  fresh-water  man 
calls  "gin"  clear — not  much  sport  is  to  be  got,  but 
get  out  as  far  as  you  can.  As  the  returnmg  tide 
current  runs  in  it  always  put  some  colour  in  the 
water. 

The  paper  then  gave  details  of  the  ground  round 
and  near  Folkestone,  explaining  and  defining  the 
various  currents,  and  how  to  use  them  to  advant- 
age— all  valuable  local  knowledge  for  which  mem- 
bers are  ever  greedy  to  obtain.  As  to  boats  they 
are  from  14  ft.  to  15ft.  6  in.  long,  so  don't  take  too 
long  a  rod,  it  is  a  nuisance— 6  ft.  to  7  ft.  is  ample. 
Look  out  for  the  gaff  and  a  stout  landing  net  in 
case  you  bring  up  a  fish  lightly  hooked. 

Lines  and  tackle  were  then  dealt  with.  Angling 
for  big  fish  with  light  tackle  Mr.  Colman  declared  to 
be  a  mistake.  His  experience  told  him  that  for 
ordinary  angling  for  pouting,  whiting,  and  kindred 
fish  a  three-boom  paternoster  on  gut  is  the  very 
best,  and  if  the  ground  is  pretty  clear  a  2ft.  gut 
trace  is  an  advantage,  but  take  it  off  when  the 
slack  between  the  two  tides  comes  or  you  will  lose 
it.  Keep  a  tight  line  with  a  pollack  or  you  will 
lose  him.    Aa  to  hooks,   use  big  hooks  for  big 


fish,  and  for  paternoster  and  traces  six-ply  salmon 
gut  for  choice.  Knot  off  the  ends  and  finish  with 
whipping  if  you  like,  but  not  whipping  alone.  As 
to  leads,  a  great  weight  anchoring  the  line  should 
not  be  used — light  leads,  and  keep  the  bait  moving 
— get  down  and  work  along.  As  to  baits  when  fish 
are  shy  and  not  feeding,  nothing  beats  lug,  but  with 
a  fair  or  good  stream  running,  fish  bait  is  best.  A 
straight-pull  hook  is  best  for  the  smaller  fish,  but 
for  big  cod  and  conger  use  a  twisted  one.  Care- 
fully dry  your  lines  after  use,  or  you  won't  keep 
them  long ;  test  them  frequently  by  a  sharp  pull, 
not  a  jerk.  A  "  Challenger  "  spinning  bait  answers 
very  well,  and  with  rubber ;  change  the  colour  till 
you  find  which  is  preferred.  The  new  "  Hamus  " 
lead  recommended  by  Mr.  Minchin,  is  a  good  one, 
being  made  in  sections  it  rolls  over  the  rocks. 

With  full  remarks  upon  the  preparation  of  baits 
and  the  preservation  of  the  angler's  person,  Mr. 
Colman's  very  full  paper  was  brought  to  a  close, 
having  received  much  quiet  attention  from  those 
present.  Full  discussion  followed.  The  sea-trout 
he  had  caught  in  the  open  sea  he  owned  up  to.  He 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Hyde,  Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Boyton, 
Mr.  Pickup,  whom  everybody  was  glad  to  see 
back  at  his  post,  many  of  Mr.  Colman's  positions 
being  both  contested  and  defended.  Mr.  Nickels 
replied  for  Mr.  Colman,  and  the  chairman  wound 
up  the  discussion.  Thanks  were  awarded  to 
lecturer,  reader,  and  chairman. 

Owing  to  the  stormy  weather,  there  were  few 
reports  from  stations  and  none  from  members 
fishing.  The  business  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Mallett,  who  regretfully  announced  that  owing 
to  absence  from  town  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  would  be 
unable  to  give  his  lantern  lecture,  "  Fishing  in 
Ireland,"  on  Nov.  28.  H.  P. 


DEAL  AND  WALMER  SEA  ANGLING 
FESTIVAL. 


Boats. — Nov.  11,  12  and  13. 

Last  week  we  gave  an  account  of  the  three  days' 
boat  competition,  in  the  various  classes,  but  the 
official  list  of  prize-wimiers  arrived  too  late  for 
insertion.    It  is  as  follows : — 

Class I.~lst  Prize :  Mr.  W. Turpin,  D.  and  W. A. A., 
461b.  6|oz.,  the  Borough  of  Deal  silver  challenge 
cup  and  replica;  2nd  Prize:  Mrs.  Hyde,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  271b.  2Joz.,  silver  challenge  cup  and  silver 
medal ;  3rd  Prize :  Mrs.  Hervey  MacLeay,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  241b.  6ioz.,  fishing  rod. 

Class  II. — 1st  Prize :  Miss  A.  Puckridge,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  Wahner  silver  challenge  cup  and  gold 
medal ;  2nd  Prize  :  Mr.  F.  Dean,  Dorking  and  Dis- 
trict A. A.,  silver  challenge  cup  and  sUver  medal; 
3rd  Prize:  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  fishing 
rod. 

CZass  ///.— Ist  Prize :  Mr.  A.  E.  Whitlock,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  Deal  tradesmen's  silver  challenge  cup  and 
gold  medal;  2nd  Prize:  Mr.  T.  Smith,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  silver  challenge  cup  and  silver  medal; 
3rd  Prize:  Mr.  E.  S.  Smith,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  fishing 
rod. 

Clast  IV.— Mt.  W.  Monk,  Bath  A.A.,  sUver  chal- 
lenge cup  and  silver  medal. 

Class  F.— Ist  Prize  :  Mrs.  E.  R.  Dodd,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  silver  challenge  cup  and  silver  medal; 
2nd  Prize :  Mr.  W.  J.  Reynolds,  D.  and  W.A.A., 
silver  challenge! cup  and  silver  medal;  3rd  Prize: 
Mr.  H.  Ball,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  flask. 

B.S.  A.  silver  medal  in  Class  I.,  Mr.  A.  E,  Whitlock, 
D.  and  W.A.A. 

B.S.A.  bronze  medal  in  Class  I.,  Mrs.  J.  Hyde, 
D.  and  W.A.A, 

B.S.A.  silver  medal  in  Class  II.,  Miss  A.  Puck- 
ridge, D.  and  W.A.A. 

B.S.A.  bronze  medal  in  Class  II.,  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose, 
D.  and  W.A.A. 

Day  Prize  for  Nov.  10  (fished  on  Nov.  13),  Mr. 
H.  Edwards,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  sporting  knife. 

Day  Prize  for  Nov.  11,  Mr.  J.  Lonsdale,  D.  and 
W.A.A.,  sea  reel. 

Day  Prize  for  Nov.  12,  Mr.  F.  W.  Cox,  D,  and 
W.A.A.,  sea  reel. 

Ladies'  Prize,  Mrs.  Hussfiy,  D.  and  W.A.A.,  mani- 
cure case. 

Kent  Challenge  Cup,  3rd  heat,  won  by  Folkestone. 


A  splendid  account  of  the  dinner  and  concert, 
which  was  held  at  the  Soi  tth-Eastern  Hotel  on  Mon- 
day evening,  Nov.  12,  is  ^jven  in  the  Deal  Mercury 
of  Nov.  17,  but  space  wiU.  not  permit  of  its  being 
fully  reported. 

The  Right  Hon.  A.  Ake  rs  Douglas,  M.P.,  presided 
over  a  very  large  and  ii  jfluential  assembly.  After 
the  dinner,  served  by  Mr.  Smart  in  his  own 
inimitable  manner  (an  (  jxcellent  menu  and  excel- 
lently arranged),  the  cl  jiirman  gave  the  toast  of 
"The  King,  the  Queen,.  «nd  the  rest  of  the  Royal 
Family."^^, 


Dr.  F.  B.  Hulke,  J.P.,  then  proposed  "The 
Forcss,"  to  which  Col.  Backhouse,  C.B.,  replied. 

Mr.  Arthur  Wise,  C.C.,  followed  with  the  toaat  of 
"  The  Deal  and  Walmer  Ang'ing  Association,"  and 
dwelt  at  length  on  the  Association's  remarkable 
progress,  and  coupled  the  toast  with  the  name  of 
Mr.  P  rcy  Edgar,  who  had  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  success  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Percy  Edgar  replied,  and  was  rather  taken 
aback  when  the  chairman  gracefully  presented  to 
him,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  a  handsome  spirit 
stand  as  "  a  small^  token  of  recognition  for  the  hard 
work  he  had  done." 

Mr.  Arthur  Matthews,  J. P.,  proposed  in  the  most 
felicitous  terms  the  "Health  of  the  Chairman," 
dwelling  at  great  length  on  the  many  virtues  which 
he  possessed,  and  on  the  good  he  had  done  for  Deal. 

The  Chairman,  in  responding,  was  received  with 
loud  applause,  and  promised  that  he  would  con- 
tinue to  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  maintain  the 
welfare  and  interest  of  the  town  he  loved  so  well, 
and  with  which  he  had  been  so  long  associated. 

Alderman  Hayward  proposed  the  "  Health  of  the 
newly-elected  Mayor,"  and  was  accorded  musical 
honours  and  "  Kentish  Fire." 

Then  came  the  ex -mayor,  who  responded,  and 
Aid.  Solomon  gave  "  The  Visitors,"  extending  a 
very  hearty  welcome  to  them. 

Baron  Belabre  (a  distinguished  visitor)  responded. 

Then,  last,  but  not  least,  Mr.  J.  R.  McCann  pro- 
posed "  The  Ladies,"  which  was  wittily  responded 
to  by  Dr.  Mason. 

The  musical  arrangements  were  admirable.  Mr. 
T.  Troman,  Mus.  Bac.  Oxon,  was  the  accompanist, 
and  among  those  who  discoursed  sweet  music  were 
Miss  Adelaine  Chapman  and  Mr.  Fred  and  Mr.  C. 
Temple. 

Without  a  doubt  the  annual  dinner  and  concert  of 
this  flourishing  society  was  a  pronounced  success. 


SOME  GERMAN  GRIEVANCES. 


The  Germans  are  a  much-regulated  and  long- 
suffering  people,  but — if  we  may  believe  the 
Deutsche  Angler-Zeitung,  which  devotes  some  six 
columns  of  a  recent  issue  to  the  subject— they  are 
beginning  to  get  rather  tired  of  the  Prussian 
I'ishery  Law  passed  some  thirty  years  ago. 

One  grievance  is  connected  with  the  question  of 
Simday  fishing.  This  is  virtually  prohibited  unless 
a  special  permit  be  obtained.  One  of  the  reasons 
assigned  for  the  limitation  of  Sunday  angling  is 
that  migratory  fish  must  be  allowed  at  least  one 
day  in  the  week  on  which  they  can  pass  freely  up 
or  down  stream  without  hindrance.  The  autho- 
rities apparently  cannot  see  that  a  fish  which  swims 
unharmed  through  one  reach  on  Sunday  may  fall 
a  victim  to  some  angler  in  the  next  reach  on  Monday. 
Another  excuse  put  forward  for  the  weekly  close 
time  is  that  the  fish  need  rest  from  disturbance, 
though  it  must  be  evident  that  one  of  the  angler's 
chief  concerns  is  to  avoid  disturbing  his  prey. 

Leave  to  fish  on  Sunday  depends  entirely  on 
the  caprice  of  the  local  authorities.  Sonie  grant  it 
freely,  others  extend  permission  to  officials  only  ; 
others,  again,  charge  a  fee.  Even  when  obtamed 
the  permission  often  applies  to  but  a  short  stretch 
of  water,  so  that  an  angler  entitled  to  fish  three  or 
four  miles  of  water  may  have  to  take  out  as  many 
permits  for  Sunday  fishing. 

Another  grievance  is  the  uncertainty  and  un- 
reasonableness of  many  of  the  regulations. 
Spinning  is  generally  regarded  as  a  refined  branch 
of  the  art,  yet  the  German  spinner,  however 
conscientiously  he  may  desire  to  abide  by  the 
regulations,  may  at  any  moment  find  his  tackle 
confiscated  and  himself  led  off  to  the  pohce-station 
for  some  involuntary  breach  of  the  law.  In  some 
districts  spinning  from  a  boat  is  regarded  as  a 
form  of  poaching. 


MELONS  AS  BAIT. 


It  seems  that  the  melon  is  a  dainty  much  appre- 
ciated by  fish,  and  in  high  favovu?  as  a  bait  among 
German  anglers.  The  method  of  procedure  is  as 
follows : — A  hole  is  cut  at  the  end  farthest  from  the 
stem,  the  seeds  are  extracted  and  a  part  of  the  fruit 
hollowed  out ;  a  number  of  hooks  attached  to  a  line 
threaded  through  the  stem  are  buried  in  the  flesh  of 
the  melon,  which  is  then  sent  adrift,  being  buoyed 
on  the  surface  by  two  pieces  of  wood,  and  furnished 
with  a  line,  by  which  it  can  be  drawn  ashore  when 
the  bobbing  of  the  bait  shows  that  a  fish  haa  been 
hooked. — La  Peche  Moderne. 


"  Pbofbssor,"  said  a  graduate,  trying  to  be 
pathetic  at  parting,  "  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  all 
I  know."  "  Do  not  mention  such  a  trifle,"  '^ea 
the  unflattering  reply-  _  - 
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Direct  from  the  Manufacturers. 


WYERS  FRERES' 

Specialities  cannot  be  improved  upon, 

BEFVSE  ALL  IMITATIONS. 

MANUFACTORY : 

Continental  Works,  REDDITCH, 


Tel.  :  23  Redditch. 


Catalogues  Post  Free. 


Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 


MALCOM  &  CO 


NO  MORE  HEAVY  WADERS. 


"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  TROUSERS,  42/- 

E.  B.  MAKSTON,  Esq.,  gays  :  "  These  new  waders  are  a  ^reat  comfort. 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
of  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  iteelf." 

—Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  CASTING 


BY 


Mr.  FRED  G.  SHAW,  F.G.S., 

Author  of  "The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  3/6  net. 
Amateur  Championship  Trout  Fly  Casting  (International  Tournament,  1904). 


Every  Style  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting. 


Clients  can  be  coached  on 
their  own  waters. 

Throwing   Against  the 

Wind. 

Underhand  Casting. 

The  Spey  Cast, 

The  Galway  Cast. 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Wet  or  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Both  Up  and  Down  Stream. 


Steeple  Casting. 

Special  attention  given  to  the 

Art  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 
Every  convenience  can  be  obtained  at 
Mr,  Shaw's  Water,  30  minutes  from 
the  Marble  Arch. 

For  Terms  apply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1H39,        (J.  c.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)        jf^.  i»s». 

/  ,^  /,  ///  VVAOING 

TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 
STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( 

Branch  ;  85.  ST.  JAHES'  STREET  (Coraep  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W 


Corner  of  \ 
Air  Street,  W.  /■ 


ll.ctua.1   Size— Best  Sn^lisH  lVi:a,ke. 

PINCERS 


Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for 
in    Stamps    or  Postal 
Order,  by 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7       KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 

Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada,  7d.  extra. 
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November's  sky  is  chill  and  drear, 
November's  leaf  is  red  and  sere. 
The  sheep  beneath  the  lowering  heaven. 
To  sheltered  dale  and  down  are  driven. 
Where  yet  some  faded  herbage  pines. 
And  yet  a  watery  sunbeam  shines : 
In  meek  despondency  they  eye 
The  withered  award  and  wintry  sky. 

— Scott. 


Saxmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting. 
I  HEAR  from  Mr.  A.  Newham  that  Mrs.  James 
Kavanagh,  of  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  is  casting  against 
Miss  Rachel  Jane  Newham,  daughter  of  Mr.  A. 
Newham,  of  Wimbledon  Lake,  and  late  of  the 
Fisheries'  Exhibition,  Earl's  Court,  On  Nov.  25 
at  11.30  a.m.,  for  distance  and  accuracy.  Salmon 
and  trout  anglers  are  invited  to  the  contest  free 
of  charge  (nearest  station,  Wimbledon  Park,  District 
Railway). 


That  well-known  and  old-established  angling 
club,  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  so  long  associated  with 
the  respected  name  of  Richard  Ghurney,  have  taken 
up  their  headquarters  at  the  "  Haberdashers' 
Arms,"  Pitfield-street,  N.,  and  the  new  proprietor 
is  Mr.  T.  Ampleford.  To  celebrate  the  occasion  of 
their  removal,  a  Bohemian  Concert  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  Nov.  27.  The  president  of 
the  society  (Mr.  H.  List)  will  be  in  the  chair,  and  the 
vice-president  (Mr.  C.  Goozee,  will  be  his  vis-d-vis. 
Mr.  C.  Jefferies  will  be  at  the  piano,  and  that  means 
that  the  concert  will  be  worth  attending.  Ladies 
are  cordially  invited,  and  the  indefatigable  Frank 
Newton,  assisted  by  F.Newman  (hon.,  sec.)  will 
look  well  after  the  comfort  of  all.  I  have  promised 
"Fraftk"that  I  will  try  and  "look  in"  for  five 
minutes. 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  H.  Scott,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Greenwich  Angling  Society  (so  well  known  for  their 
White  Bait  Banquets)  that  they  have  removed  their 
headquarters  to  the  "  William  the  Fourth,"  Trafal- 
gar-road, East  Greenwich,  where  under  the  genial 
presidency  of  Mr.  Dryden  and  the  chairmanship  of 
Rlr.  Dupere  the  society  will  continue  to  flourish. 
Their  next  outing  will  be  to  Leigh-on-Sea  on  Dec.  2. 


Mr.  Browning  writes  : — "  You  say  you  have 
never  seen  a  cat  swim  !  Some  years  ago  the 
ferryman  at  Wargrave  had  a  cat  that  would  follow 
the  ferry  punt,  swimming  across  the  Thames  and 
back  again.  The  man  got  many  a  shilling  by  it. 
I  have  seen  the  cat  frequently  dive  and  catch 
gudgeon,  etc.  It  was  in  the  old  George  and  Dragon 
days,  Mrs.  Wyatt's  time." 

*  *  *  * 

I  still  say  that  I  nave  never  seen  a  cat  swim. 
I've  seen  many  a  good  roach  swim,  and  perch 
swim.  Now  I'll  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.  Some 
time  ago  our  cat  was  too  fond  of  our  canaries,  of 
which  we  were  very  proud.  "  One  of  the  family  " 
put  said  cat  and  a  brick  in  a  bag,  and  accidentally 
dropped  it  over  Blackfriars  Bridge  into  the  Thames. 
Four  days  afterwards  "  the  cat  came  back  " — so  I 
guess  it  could  swim. 


Mr.  G.  a.  W.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham  Pond 
Hotel,  writes : — "  Dear  Drag, — I  am  glad  the  eel  was 
appreciated — if  as  good  as  it  looked,  it  must  have 
been  a  beauty.  With  reference  to  your  "  Cat  Goes 
A-Fishing,"  I  have  one  that  takes  to  the  pastime  as 
part  of  her  day's  work,  and  when  '  out  for  blood  ' 
thinks  nothing  of  taking  a  header  from  the  hand-rail 
of  the  little  bridge  in  front  of  the  house  into  the  water, 
about  4ft.  below,  and  invariably  catching  her  prey — 
either  a  vole  or  rat — sometimes  three  or  four  times 
a  day.  Pike  are''extremely  well  on  feed  now,  but 
fishers,  owing  probably  to  the  very  uncertain 
weather,  are  few.  They  are  missing  chances,  as 
good  sport  is  practically  certain.  One  gentleman 
caught  ten  in  a  short  day." 


The  members  of  the  Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl 
Russell,  Russell-road,  Hollo  way,  N.,  will  hold  a 
Bohemian  concert  at  their  headquarters  on  Monday 
next,  Nov.  26,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  Ladies  are  especially  invited.  I  hope 
there  will  be  a  grand  attendance. 


There  is  a  tide  in  men's  affairs. 

Which,  taken  at  the  flood. 
Leads  on  to  where  there's  ne'er  a  fish — 

But  mud  ! 

This  was  the  refrain  which  I  cannot  refrain  from 
mentioning  as  the  result  of  the  outing  to  Windsor 
en  Saturday  (Nov.  17)  by  the  Lyehnobit©  Angling 


Society.  True,  Mr.  Love  captured  a  few  roach, 
but  I  hear  they  committed  suicide.  Better  luck 
next  time,  Mr.  Secretary  Povey  ! 


Special  arrangements  are "  being  made  by  the 
Midland  ^Railway  Co.  for  the  conveyance  of  sport- 
ing and  other  dogs  to  Birmingham  in  through  vans, 
for  the  National  Exhibition  at  Curzon  Hall,,  on 
Dec.  3,  4,  and  5  next.  Also  for  the  conveyance  of 
poultry  for  the  exhibition  of  poultry,  and  cattle  for 
the  great  cattle  show,  both  to  be  held  in  the  Bingley 
Hall  from^Dec'.  1  to  Dec.  6.  Rates  and  all  parti- 
culars can  be  had  from  Mr.'_J.  Elliott,  Midland 
Railway,  Derby. 


Sea  Signals  in  Fog. 
Some  interesting  experiments  for  the  protection 
of  ships  during  fog  have  been  carried  out  at  Cher- 
bourg. The  invention  consists  in  a  submsrged  bell, 
water  being  an  excellent  conductor  of  •  sound. 
With  the  Atlantic  liner  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II.  was  a 
tug  provided  with  this  bell,  simk  in  a  well  in  the 
after  part  of  the  ship.  This  tug  went  before  the 
liner  in  a  dense  fog,  and  the  signals  given  with  the 
bell  could  be  interpreted  by  means  of  microphones 
at  a  distance  of  nearly  eight  miles.  Other  ships,  not 
provided  with  microphones,  could  detect  the  signals 
from  two  to  three  miles  away.  | 


The  Band  op  Hope. 
Simon  Peter  said,  "  I  go  a-fishing  "  ;  and  they 
said,  "  We  also  will  go  with  thee." 

Down  upon  the  rocks  in  winter 
Stands  or  sits  a  motley  crew. 

And  they  always  seem  contented, 
Wliich  is  more  than  most  folk  do. 

Some  just  sit  at  home  and  mope. 

They  should  join  the  Band  of  Hope. 

Band  of  hopeful  men  and  brothers 

How  you  love  that  stately  pole, 
Never  mind  the  wind  or  weather. 

Though  the  billows  ramp  and  roll. 
There  you  stand  behind  your  rope, 
Patient,  toiling  Band  of  Hope. 
There  are  those  who  say  your  noses 

Are  not  coloured  by  the  sun  ; 
But  of  these,  I  would  not  heed  them, 

Jvist  forget  their  bit  of  fun. 
Give  them  but  sufficient  rope 
That  will  hang  them,  Band  of  Hope. 
I  have  sometimes  seen  a  member, 

When  it's  what  you  might  say  cold. 
Dive  like  mad  into  his  pocket. 

Heave  a  sigh  of  joy  untold. 
Smack  his  lips,  as  if  the  Pope 
Were  nothing  to  the  Band  of  Hope. 
Dear  old  Izaak  Walton  lingered 

O'er  his  foaming  tankard  too, 
But  I  doubt  if  our  ideas 

Would  be  quite  as  quaintly  true  ; 
Still  we  have  our  Trust  of  Soap 
With  its?gentle  Band  of  Hope. 
Fish  and  plenty  be  your  watchword. 

Patience  is  a  virtue  rare,  ,  . 

So  enjoy  your  simple  pastime. 

Which  I  only  yearn  to  share. 
I  am  with  you  heart  and  soul, 
Band  of  Hope  and  fishing  pole. 

— H.  T.  J. 


At  a  meeting  of  a  North  Country  Parish  Council 
held  the  other  day,  the  question  cropped  up  as  to 
the  erection  of  a  boundary  wall  round  the  local 
churchyard.  The  parish  minister,  who  presided, 
invited  expressions  of  opinion  from  the  meeting,  and 
one  member  remarked  that  it  appeared  to  him 
"  that,  as  the  yins  that  were  in  couldna  get  oot,  and 
the  yins  that  were  oot  didna  want  tae  get  in,  there 
wis  nae  need  for  a  wa'  ava." 


Temperatures  at  which  Fish  Spawn. 
A  WRITER  in  La  Meuse  gives  the  average  tempera- 
tures (of  water)  at  which  fish  spawn  as  follows  : — 
Perch,  57deg.  to  59deg. ;  bream  and  roach,  62deg.  ; 
carp,  65deg.  ;  chub,  66deg. ;  barbel,  68deg.  ;  and 
gudgeon,  tench,  and  bleak  at  71deg. 


Fishy. — The  ad  hoc  system. 


Deadly  House-flies. 
Dr.  Trevor,  the  pathologist,  giving  evidence  at 
an  inquest  recently  on  a  child  who  died  from  gastro- 
enteritis, following  epidemic  diarrhoea,  said  that 
ordinary  house-flies  were  supposed  to  carry  the 
epidemic  about  by  settling  on  food.  It  was  a  rapid 
and  frightful  trouble,  and  would  destroy  life  in  two 
or  three  hours.  Even  boiled  milk  might  be 
'« turned  "  by  these  household  pests,  j 


"  The  Mick  "  has  met  with  a  terrible  rebuff.  He 
met  a  gentleman'who  happened  to  be  a  "  laddie  frae 
th'  Hielands,"  but  Mick  didn't  know  it.  The  story 
Mick  told  him  was  something  after  this  wise.  "  An 
Englishmin  and  a  Scotsman  were  riding  in  a  train 
when  the  Englishman,  suddenly  discovering  he  had 
no  matches,  asked  the  Scotsman  to  oblige  him. 
'  Certainly  !  '  said  the  Scotsman,  and  handed  him 
one  match.  The  Englishman  then  discovered  he  had 
no  tobacco,  and  mentioned  the  fact.  '  No  tobacco  !  ' 
said  the  Scotsman.  '  Then  you  don't  require  the 
match  '  ;  and,  reaching  out,  he  took  it  back." 
"  That's  a  vera  guid  story,"  said  Mick's  companion, 
"  but  I  know  a  better. 

itl  *  *  * 

"  Once  upon  a  time  two  English  aeronauts  went 
up  in  a  balloon  in  Scotland,  and  they  took  up  wi' 
'em  a  big  monkey  for  experimental  purposes.  At 
a  high  altitude  the  big  monkey  '  deed,'  and  the 
aeronauts  descended  and  deposited  the  body  on 
one  of  the  hillsides.  Two  gillies  coming  along,  and 
espying  it,  the  following  conversation  "ensued : 
'  What  is  it  ?  '  asked  Sandy ;  '  is  it  a  Macpherson  ?  ' 
'  Naa,'  replied  Donald,  '  it's  nae  a  Macpherson  !  ' 
'  Is  it  a  Maedonald  ?  '  asked  Sandy.  '  Nae,  it's'nae 
a  Maedonald  !  '  replied  Donald.  '  Tell  ye  what,' 
said  Sandy,  suddenly,  '  gang  ye  across  to  the 
cottage  over  yonder,  and  ask  the  guid  people  if 
they've  any  Irish 'tourists  staying  wi  'em  ?  '  " — and 
then  added,  "  Hoo  d'ye  like  thot,  ye  Hibernian 
Hottentot  ? 


Messrs.  Raphael  Tuck  and  Sons,  the  well-known 
publishers  of  artistic  cards,  etc.,  have  brought  out 
several  little  compositions  by  our  Mr.  Walter  E. 
Manning,  of  angling  fame,  one  of  which  I  am  pleased 
to  reproduce  herewith  : — 

This  is  the  season  of  the  year 

When  hearts  in  joy  unite. 
And  greetings  echo  far  and  near 
That  Christmas  may  be  bright. 
To  thee  I  trust  that  Christmas  time 

Not  only  bright  may  be. 
But  that  the  best  that  life  can  give. 
Will  shower  down  on  thee. 

— Walter  E.  Manning. 


"  Mb.  A.  J.  CoPELAND  sends  the  following  cutting 
from  a  contemporary: — 

"Lobster  and  Shipbuilders. 
"  The  fact  that  the  lobster  is  the  swiftest  of  all  the 
sea's  inhabitants  has  led  marine  architects  and  en- 
gineers to  study  its  shape  and  methods  very  closely 
with  a  view  to  borrowing  hints  for  the  construction 
of  future  vessels  desicjned  for  speed.  One  scientist 
(says  CasseWs  Saturday  Journal),  who  has  devoted 
five  years  to  a  study  of  lobsters,  has  discovered  that 
they  can  shoot  through  the  sea  a  distance  of  25ft.  in 
less  than  a  second.  If  an  ocean  steamship  could 
travel  in  proportion  to  its  length  and  size  as  fast  as 
a  lobster  it  could  cross  the  Atlantic  in  a  very  short 
time.  The  amazing  speed  of  the  lobster  is  due  mainly 
to  its  '  tail,'  in  which  are  found  delicate  attachments, 
each  consisting  of  a  short  stalk  and  two  flexible 
blades,  which  greatly  aid  its  progress.  It  is  the 
mechanism  and  operation  of  the  '  tail '  which  the  ex- 
perts are  especially  studying." 


The  interjection  "  hello  "  has  been  added  to  all 
the  languages  in  which  the  telephone  is  used. 


Little  stews  of  oyster. 
Little  fries  and  steams. 

Make  the  night  time  merry 
With  outlandish  dreams  ! 


A  young  man  had  been  talking  to  a  certain 
editor  for  quite  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  at  last 
observed  :  "  There  are  some  things  in  this  world 
that  go  without  saying."  "  Yes,"  said  the  editor, 
"  and  there  are  still  more  persons  in  the  world  who 
say  a  good  deal  without  going." 


Astute. 

There  is  a  story  about  a  little  Scotch  boy  who 
had  the  quality  of  astuteness  highly  developed. 
The  boy's  grandmother  was  packing  his  lunch  for 
him  to  take  to  school  one  morning.  Suddenly 
looking  up  in  the  old  lady's  face,  he  said  :  "  Grand* 
mother,  does  yer  specs  magnify  ?  "  "  A  little,  my 
child,"  she  answered.  "  Aweel,  then,"  said  the 
boy,  "  I  wad  juist  like  it  if  ye  wad  tak'  them  afi 
when  ye're  packin'  my  loonch." 


The  second  annual  smoking  concert  of  the  Deal 
and  Walmer  Angling  Association  will  take  pla«e  at 
the  Theatre  Royal,  King-street,  Deal,  to-day 
(Saturday),  Nov.  24,  at  8  p.m.  His  Worship  the 
Mayor  (Alderman  H.  S,  Chapman)  will  be  in  the 
chair.  Dragnet. 


/ 
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PFovineial  flngling  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  my  notes  last  week  I  mentioned  tlie  rapid 
growth  of  the  Birmingham  Association  and  the 
number  of  clubs.  On  Dec.  G  next  the  committee 
will  hear  six  more  applications  for  afJSliation,  and 
as  the  new  clubs  have  complied  to  the  rules  there 
i3  little  doubt  but  what  they  will  be  accepted. 
Independent  of  these  clubs  there  will  be  anotlier 
batch  down  to  come  in  early  in  the  New  Year. 
We  have  had  some  more  bad  weather  of  all 
descriptions.  Our  rivers  are  out  of  order  again, 
and  we  require  more  than  one  fine  day  to 
put  then'  right  again.  When  the  rivers  get  into 
condition  pike  fishing  should  be  good.  ThePe 
fish  are  plentiful  in  the  Teme  at  Tenbury,  and 
the  landowners  are  giving  permission  to  anglers  to 
fish  with  a  view  of  clearing  the  river  of  some  of 
them  in  order  to  improve  the  trout  fishing ;  all 
information  to  be  had  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury. 
Several  good-sized  pike  have  been  taken  from 
private  pools  near  to  Birmingham ;  with  fine 
weather  the  Sutton  Park  pools,  Earlswood,  and  some 
of  our  other  reservoirs  should  yield  some  good  fish. 
Bottom  fishing  is  just  now  at  a  standstill,  very  little 
has  been  done  in  this  branch  of  sport  during  the  week. 
The  Hand^worth  Lion  Society  held  their  annual 
concert  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  1 7  last  at  the  Red  Lion 
Hotel.  The  chair  was  occupied  during  the  evening 
by  several  well-known  gentlemen,  including  Mr.  R. 
Vann,  the  president  of  the  society.  The  concert 
was  a  success.  A  special  day  was  set  apart  last 
week  to  fish  the  Handsworth  Park  pool  which  has 
not  been  fished  this  season,  although  the  pool 
is  well  stocked  with  fish.  Owing  to  the  bad 
weather  very  little  sport  was  obtained.  The 
pool  will  b9  closed  for  fishing  until  next  year. 
The  members  of  the  St.  George's  club  presented  Mr. 
John  Moore  with  an  illuminated  address  and  a  purse 
of  gold  in  recognition  of  services  to  the  society 
during  the  past  25  years.  Owing  to  the  bad  state 
of  the  weather  on  Monday  evening  last,  only  a 
limited  number  of  members  put  in  an  appearance 
to  take  part  in  the  proceedings.  Some  of  our  clubs 
that  have  prizes  left  on  hand  from  their  late  contests 
contemplate  contesting  for  them  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  should  the  weather  be  suitable. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE  } 

Although  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled, 
and  a  considerable  quantity  of  rain  has  fallen, 
anglers — and  there  have  been  many  visitors  to  the 
district — have  enjoyed  excellent  sport  on  the 
Witham.  Those  who  have  been  in  quest  of  roach 
have  returned  with  some  well-filled  baskets,  while, 
in  addition,  some  well-developed  perch  have  come 
to  hand.  With  regard  to  the  red  fins  the  best 
specimens  have  been  taken  by  means  of  yellow 
paste  and  others  by  the  tail  ends  of  dews.  Roach 
fishing  at  Bardney  has  proved  well  worth  the 
journey,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the 
Sleaford  Canal,  which  furnishes  the  roach  a  capital 
rest  when  floods  predominate.  The  sport,  all 
round,  between  Lincoln  and  Boston,  has  wonder- 
fully improved,  and  the  writer  anticipates  further 
successes  unless  a  lot  more  rain  comes.  The  pros- 
pects were  probably  never  better  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  Roach  fishing  continues  good  on  the 
Welland  in  the  Deeping  district,  and  also  on  the 
South  Forty-foot  at  Donington  and  Swineshead. 
Pike,  too,  weighing  up  to  101b.  have  also  been 
killed  on  the  last-named  water. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  so  much  rain  during  the  past  week 
that  angling  really  has  been  at  a  discount,  but  for 
all  that,  at  times,  a  few  good  fish  have  been  taken 
by  those  who  faced  the  elements,  for  instance,  one 
party  who  traversed  the  river  up  to  Top  Lock  (Hemp- 
holme)  did  fairly  well  amongst  roach  and  dace,  but 
lower  down  the  river  has  been  much  flooded,  there- 
fore anglinp  was  impossible,  yet,  with  theneap  tides, 
there  should  be  a  fair  possibilitv  of  sport  during  the 
coming  week.  Pike  anglers  have  done  fairly  well 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  also  in 
the  Lincolnshire  waters  at  Thoresby  and  Brigg; 
but  I  do  not  hear  of  any  very  good  fish  being  taken,' 
and  until  we  have  more  settled,  and,  I  should  say, 
frosty  weather,  pike  fishing  will  not  be  so  good. 
Several  of  our  local  clubs  are  arranging  their  annualsj 
for  instance,  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamation 
will  hold  their  annual  meeting  and  elect  the  officers 
for  1907  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December,  and 
on  Nov.  26  the  Progressive  Angling  Association  will 
hold  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Railway  Inn  on 
Hedon  Road. 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

"  Flooded  out "  is  the  terse  report  from  the 
Bollin,  and  not  a  word  from  either  the  Ribble, 
Wyre,  or  Lune.  Not  a  fish  was  caught  in  the  first 
match  of  the  Boothstown  (Angling  Scciety,  but  if 
the  members  suffered  in  sport  they  took  ample  con- 
Rola;tion  for  it  after  at  the  dinner.  The  Wheat 
Sheaf  Angling  Society,  Bolton,  are  commemorating 
winning  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  by  the 
art  of  the  photographer 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  great  many  changes  are  taking  place  as  usual 
in  the  autumn.  New  clubs,  collapse  of  old  ones, 
members  transferring,  and  unrest  generally.  The 
dyspeptic  season  is  already  with  us ;  in  fact,  so 
many  changes  require  dinners,  etc.,  to  complete 
them.  The  services  of  two  officers  of  the  CP.  A.  A. 
are  lost,  Mr.  Higginson  by  resignation,  and  Mr. 
Yates  by  serious  illness,  from  which  many  hope 
for  a  speedy  recovery. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  been  running  in  very  heavy 
volume  for  some  days  past,  and  at  the  period  of 
writing  the  water  was  still  rising,  the  colour  being 
most  pronounced.  Before  the  change  anglers  were 
busy  amongst  roach  and  small  (white)  bream  in 
the  Wilford  and  Clifton  Grove  district,  and  nearer 
Nottingham  Mr.  H.  Briggs  has  creeled  a  variety  of 
chub  with  breadpaste.  his  best,  SJlb.  On  the  Shard- 
low  section  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  took,  before  the 
rise,  a  number  of  big  chub  with  greaves,  and  at  Pis- 
kerton  Mr.  F.  Gamble  and  Mr.  H.  Williams  secured 
a  grand  lot  of  roach  with  the  tail  end  of  the 
lob- worm.  On  private  waters,  apart  from  the 
river,  Mr.  J.  T.  Birks  and'  Mr.  Percy  B.  Cresswell 
have  run  and  landed  thirty-three  pike  weighing 
from  71b.  to  14|lb.  each.  In  three  consecutive 
throws,  Mr.  Birks  took  three  fish  of  101b.,  lOJlb., 
and  7^1b.  Pike  were  also  secured  at  Shardlow  and 
King's  Mills.  Some  days  must  now  elapse  before 
the  water  is  fit  for  either  chub  or  pike  fishing. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Nov.  14  Mr.  W.  Smith  of  the  Albert  Hotel, 
Skeldergate,  York,  and  his  friend,  Mr.  A.  Pratt,  were 
rewarded  for  five-and-a-half  hours'  patient  anglincr 
with  surprising  catches  in  the  River  Derwent  at  no 
great  distance  from  home.  Seven  chub  and  twenty 
roach  were  landed,  the  aggregate  weight  of  which 
was  2851b.  The  largest  chub  was  a  grand 
specimen,  weighing  31b.  14oz.,  and  the  heaviest 
roach  turned  the  scale  at  18oz.,  many  of  the  others 
weighing  lib.  The  roach  were  mostly  caught 
with  maggot  paste,  and  the  chub  were  hooked 
with  a  bait  of  cheese  paste.  At  the  Ripon 
Liberty  Police  Court  on  Nov.  16  a  man  was  charged 
with  having  unlawfully  and  wilfully  attempted  to 
take  fish  from  the  river  Ure  without  leave,  the 
private  right  of  fishing  belonging  to  Mr.  WiUiam 
F.  Powell,  Sharrow  Hall.  The  case  was  one  of 
importance  to  local  anglers.  It  seemed  the  defend- 
ant had  not  been  told  that  the  particular  length  of 
water  in  which  he  was  fishing  was  protected,  and  the 
agreement  between  the  Ripon  A.C.  and  Mr.  Powell 
stated  that  anglers  must  produce  their  tickets  when 
requested  by  the  keeper,  defendant's  nlea  being 
that  his  ticket  did  not  specify  this.  The  keeper 
withdrew  the  case  on  the  defendant  promising  not 
to  fish  in  the  water  again.  For  the  information  of 
the  public,  it  was  stated  that  Mr.  Powell's  length  of 
the  water  extended  on  the  Sharrow  side  from  Hewick 
to  Bell  Banks  Wood. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  bad  since  last  notes 
throughout  the  country,  especially  in  the  northern 
and  western  districts.  There  have,  however,  been 
no  sudden  or  violent  floods  which  would  do  harm 
among  the  spawning  beds,  especially  on  rapid 
rivers.  Spawning,  it  would  appear,  has  gone  satis- 
factorily generally  speaking,  and  poaching  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  general  as  heretofore  at  this  time. 
Sea  angling  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  since 
last  notes  were  written  owing  to  high  winds — which 
sometimes  assumed  the  characters  of  gales — and 
very  high  seas.  The  weather  continues  wild,  and 
at  time  of  writing  it  is  intensely  cold  with  sleet  and 
snow  alternating. 

NOKTH  OP  IbELAND. 

This  week  the  rivers  were  all  bank  high,  which  is 
a  good  thing  for  the  spawning  salmon  and  trout,  as 
poachers  cannot  so  readily  U89  their  nets,  though 
occasional  fish  are  poached  in  the  mill  races  and 
at  the  numerous  weirs.  In  fact,  every  mill 
race  is  a  fish  trap  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Thousands  of  salmon  are  taken  this  way  and 
disposed  of  at  remunerative  prices  under  th» 
eye  of  the  law,  and  yet  a  prosecution  against  this 
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articular  form  of  law-breaking  is  almost  unknown. 

almon  in  largo  numbers  are  reported  from  the 
spawning  tributaries  of  tlie  Bann,  Mourne,  Erne, 
Bush,  and  other  northern  rivers.  The  Belfast  Water 
Commissioners  have  found  it  necessary  to  offer  a 
substantial  reward  for  the  detection  of  poaching  on 
their  re.servoirs  and  streams  during  the  close  season. 


THE  SHANNON  FISHERIES. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Con- 
servators last  week  a  resolution  was  passed  stating 
that  unless  the  Department  of  Agricultiire  made  a 
grant  of  £1000  for  the  payment  of  bailiffs  the  board 
would  be  unable  to  carry  out  its  duty  of  protecting 
the  spawning  salmon  and  trout  during  the  close 
.season,  and  that  irreparable  damage  would  be  done 
to  the  Shannon  fisheries,  on  which  hundreds  of  men 
depended  for  a  living.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
if  bailiffs  are  not  placed  on  the  tributaries  the 
salmon  and  trout  will  be  simply  wiped  out.  It  is 
passing  strange  that  whilst  the  Irish  executive  can 
loose  its  purse-strings  for  poUtical  purposes,  it 
cannot  see  its  way  to  granting  grudgingly  niggardly 
doles  in  aid  of  one  of  the  most  important  industries 
— one  of  the  few  left — in  Ireland.  Jn  addition  to 
depriving  many  of  their  living,  the  non-protection 
of  the  Shannon  will  drive  hundreds  of  anglers  from 
its  banks.  j.  a.  B. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


A   SUCCESSFUL  NETTING. 


November  3,  1900,  may,  with  good  reason,  be 
marked  as  another  red-letter  day  in  the  annals 
of  the  Blenheim  A.S.,  for  on  that  day  the  waters 
rented  by  the  society  for  the  use  of  its  members 
were  benefited  by  the  addition  of  about  1000 
coarse  fish. 

Messrs.  Barnes  and  Blagrave  heard  about  two 
months  ago  that  a  certain  gentleman  wished  to 
get  rid  of  the  coarse  fish  from  his  private  fishery 
to  better  enable  him  to  keep  up  a  head  of  trout. 
They  thereupon  went  to  see  him  with  a  view,  if 
possible,  of  oFtaining  such  fish.  He  met  them  in 
a  most  friendly  manner,  and  at  once  told  them 
that  the  society  was  quite  welcome  to  the  fish. 
The  Blenheim  A.S.  has  thus  been  enabled,  through 
the  sportsmanlike  consideration  and  very  kind 
support  of  that  gentleman,  to  turn  into  its  waters, 
which  include  the  Harefield  fishery,  near  Rick- 
mansworth,  about  1000  splendid  coarse  fish.  The 
netting  took  place  on  Nov.  3,  and  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  500  roach,  some  of  which  were  nearly, 
if  not  over,  21b.  apiece  ;  fifty-three  jack,  the  two 
largest  abovit  81b.  each;  100  perch,  up  to  Ijlb.  ; 
250  dace,  many  Jib.,  some  more  ;  and  fifty  chub, 
best  about  41b. — a  grand  lot  of  fine  fish,  especially 
the  roach  and  dace. 

It  is  perhaps  needless  to  add  that  a  most  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  has  been  passed  and  sent  to  the 
donor  for  his  most  beneficial  and  inestimable 
assistance,  for  .seldom,  if  ever,  has  any  angling 
society  been  met  in  a  more  kind-hearted  and 
generous  spirit  than  that  which  has  been  extended 
to  the  Blenheim  and  its  members  by  the  gentleman 
above  referred  to. 

A  short  time  since  aboiit  100  dace  up  to  lljoz.,  a 
few  perch  and  chub  (best  31b.),  and  about  two  dozen 
jack  were  also  presented  to  the  society,  malnng  a 
total  of  about  1100  fish. 

Messrs.  Avmitage,  Bainton,  Barnes,  and  A.  R. 
Armitage  assisted  in  the  netting  and  distribution 
of  the  fish,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  them  for 
the  hard  work  they  did  on  that  day.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  netting  and  carriage  of  the  fish  were 
placed  by  the  society  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Peart, 
of  the  Chess  Valley  Fish  Farm,  and  were  carried 
out  in  a  very  expeditious  and  satisfactory  manner  ; 
but  as  the  days  are  short  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
time  did  not  permit  of  all  the  fish  taken  being 
counted.  x. 


WATER,  FAT,  AND  NITROGEN 
IN  FISH. 


The  proportion  of  water  pre-ent  in  fresh  fish 
varies  considerably,  ranging  from  50  to  85  per  C3nt. 
There  is  a'  direct  relation  between  the  amount  of 
water  and  fat.  The  fish  which  contain  least  water, 
such  as  the  shad,  eel,  mackerel  and  salmon,  are  the 
richest  in  fat,  the  percentage  running  from  25  per 
cent,  in  the  normal  state  to  70  per  cent,  when  dried. 
The  fish  which  are  most  deficient  in  fat,  such  as  the 
pike,  dab,  whiting,  cod,  perch,  skate,  sole  and  tench, 
contain  the  largest  proportion  of  nitrogen,  yielding 
as  much  as  93  per  cent,  of  nitrogenous  matter  in  the 
dry  state,  or  rather  more  than  is  to  be  found  in 
butcher's  meat. — Jho.  Pale,  in  La  Pcche  Moderne. 
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November  24,  1906 


WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BECCLES,  SUFFOLK. 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 


Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yaclitsmeii,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
taritf.    Home  comforts. 

M.  .1.  ilcQUIRE,  Proprietor. 


PIKE,   ROACH.   PERCH,  &C. 


GOOD  .  . 


FREE 


FISHING 


THE  BEST  THREE  MILES 
ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation. 
Punts,  Baits,  &c.,  always 
ready.  Reasonable 
charges.  Home  Comforts. 
Wire  or  w'rite, 

A.  SCARD, 
Holywell  Ferry,  Hants, 


The  Owner  of  a  well-known 

TROUT  BREEDING 
ESTABLISHMENT 

is  desirous  of  forming  a  Syndicate  with  a  view 
to  further  development  and  the  ac(|uirenient  of 
Fishing  Waters  near  London  ;  i<r  Hatchery 
might  be  Sold  or  Let.— Will  any  gentleman 
desirous  of  joining  communicate  with  "  Sl'oKTS- 
M.\N,"  8,  HUkrest  Road,  Upper  Sydenham. 

WANTED  TO  PURCHASE, 

A  Quantity  of 

ROACH  &  RU  DD 

not  under  9  in.  long. 

State  price  per  hundred,  and  full 
particulars  to  S.  Scatcherd,  Secretary, 
L.  &  D.  A.  Society  of  Anglers,  White  Swan 
Hotel,  Call  Lane,  Leeds. 


MUmE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  fOF  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SDBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  10s.6d.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,    SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  ST.,  LONDON. 

B.a«c/,Oi^c..i2*1.B«0MPT0N  ROAD,  S.W. 

^      j48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 

PATTI  CONCERT 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Grand  Afternoon  Concert, 

SATURDAY,  DEC.  1st,  at  3. 
THE  LAST  APPEARANCE  OF 
MADAME  PATTI  IN  LONDON. 

Vocalists : 
Madame  ADELINA  PATTI. 

Madame  ADA  CEOSSLKY. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 
Solo  Violin— SENOR  SARASATE. 
Solo  Piano— SIG.  BUSONI. 
Organ— Mr.  H.  L.  Balfour. 

.  i  fMr.  WILHELM  RANZ. 

Accompanists|^,,_  stanlby  Hawley. 

Reserved  Seats  :  Stalls,  21s.  ;  Arena,  Lis.  ; 
Balcony,  10.v.  6d.  and  7s.  fid. 

Boxes  :  Grand  Tier  (10  seats),  £7  7s.  ;  Loggia, 
8  seats),  ,£5  bs.  ;  Second  Tier  (b  seats),  it3  3s. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  in  due  course,  of  the 
nsnal  Agents,  and  at  the  Ticket  Office,  Royal 
Albeit  Hall,  Kensington,  S.W.  (Clie(|Ues  and 
P.O.  Orders  payalile  to  .Mr.  Hilwjn  (Jailer). 

llure.served  :  Orchestra,  5s. ;  Gallery,  2s.  6d. 
U.B.— The  Free  List  will  (necessarily)  be  entirely 
suspended. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEEX'S   BALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


December  1st,  at  3, 
Tlieme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  t'i5sar  Franck 
Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOUL  PUGNO. 


Decembev  IStlt,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.   6,  in  B  minor 

(Path(itique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdilm- 

merung")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMARR, 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOOXS  at  3. 

1906.    Dec.  1,  13. 
1907.  tTan.  19,  Feb.  S,  16,  March  S. 


Subscriptions  for  Eipht  Concerts,  .£2  10s.  and 
£1  L'js.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas, 
£1  5.S-.  and  17s.  0(J.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7s.  6(7., 
5s.,  2s.  [id..  Is.,  of  usual  Agents;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Office,  (Jueen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT'  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


□THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Fkederiok  Hakkison. 
-THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEV'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  .Arthur 
Plavtair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  S.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 

—Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  ilorSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  Irene Vanlirugh  (by  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henky  Lowenfeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidges  Production,  THE 
DAIRY'S]  AIDS.  Miss  Oracle  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brouah- 
ton,  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  lU  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 

"TvALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
-L'  — Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  Eiglish, 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
l)y  Mr.  George  Edwakdes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradfleld,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fied 
Emney,  F'red  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizalteth  Firth. 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Seveniiig, 
and  Evie  Greene. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROYAL   ALBERT  MALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President : 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT.  K.G. 
Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


THURSDAY  EVENING,  29th  NOV.,  1906, 

at  8  O'CLOCK, 

THE  SONG  OF 
HI  AW  A  THA 

Set  to  Music  by  COLERIDGE  TAYLOR. 


Madame  EMILY  SQUIRE. 
Mr.  BEN  DAVIES. 
Mr.  DALTON  BAKER. 


Organist :  Mr.  Balfoor,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), fis.,  unreserved,  4s.;  Gallery  (promenade), 
IS.  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


FOR  SALE. 

A  superior  10  ft.  steel-ueiitre  split-cane 

TROUT  ROD, 

with  two  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle,  new 
condition,  London  maker,  price  28/6.  Also  a 
10-i  ft.  2-piece 

SPLIT-CANE  ROD 

by  Hardy  Bios.,  price  35/-.  Will  send  either 
on  approval.  —  Address,  PaWNBUOkhr,  121, 
Mi} fair,  Ilford,  Essex. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


TO  AND  FROM  THE 


Holiday  Resorts 


-OF- 


DERBySHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 

W.  CUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  General  Manager. 


L  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KING.STOWN  and 
DliBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Gahvay,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  toGRKENORE  for  DundalW,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagli,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  op  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  anti  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast.   

See  Toiuist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  F'ixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  I'or  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Ottices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  'Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  stretch  of  the  Kennet,  and  exten- 
sive Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex. 
There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and  Lending 
Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.  —  For 
information,  apply  to  the  Secretary. 

Subscription  payable  from  Janua/ry  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Qxbridge  (G.  W.  P>.y.),  including  the  Harefield 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  tish. 
Country  Headcjuarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W. 


THE 

Indian  Sporttna  ttmcs* 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIRCnLATBS  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CEYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAJM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.   Suigle  copies,  bd.;  post  fiee,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office  :  11,  Whitefriars  St.,  Fleet  St.,  E.C. 


Cast  your  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 

for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  1 2  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powert 

—having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Pishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appli- 
  cation. 

JOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAQH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  can  now  obtain  a  Polioy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Jttedical  Examination,  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonOned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THK  CASUALTY  INSORANOE  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hla  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

3.  Tliat  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W,, 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  I^gistration. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Ztbe  jfi0binG  6a3ette, 

ESTABLISHES  187S. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St,  Dunaian's  House,  Fetter  Laue,  London,  B.C 
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Xetters  to  tbe  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,^ 

THE  RECENT  AMERICAN  TOURNAMENT. 
Dear  Sir, — Witli  reference  to  my  recent  visit  to 
New  York  in  connection  with  the  International 
Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament,  promoted  by 
the  New  York  Anglers'  Club,  I  was  very  glad  to 
see   that  the    Fishing    Oazette   gave    its  readers 
such  a  comprehensive  account  of  the  various  com- 
petitions held  on  Harlem  Lake,  Central  Park,  on 
Oct.  12  and  13.  There  are,  however,  a  few  personal 
matters  which  I  wish  to  place  before  yovir  readers, 
and  I,  therefore,  send  you  a  short  accovmt  of  my 
experiences.    I    left    Queenstown    on  Thursday, 
j  Oct.  4,  arriving  in  New  York  on  Thursday,  Oct.  11, 
the  Teutonic  having  lost  a  day  on  the  voyage  owing 
to  a  very  heavy  stoim  on  Oct.  5  and  6.  Previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the  landing-stage  I 
was  handed  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mills,  sen.,  intimating 
that  I  had  permission  to  begin  practice  on  the 
tournament  as  soon  as  I  wished  to  do  so,  but,  of 
course,  I  could  not  avail  myself  of  the  kind  permis- 
sion of  the  club  on  that  date  (Oct.  11)  as  it  was 
about  5  p.m.  when  the  vessel  arrived.     On  my 
arrival  I  was  met    by  Mr.    George  LaBranche, 
chairman  of  the  New  York  Anglers'  Club  Tourna- 
ment Committee.    He  very  kindly  waited,  saw  my 
luggage,  rods,  etc.,  passed  through  the  Customs, 
and  then  saw  me  safely  landed  at   my  hotel. 
Next  morning  I  journeyed  to  Harlem  Lake,  where 
Mr.  LaBranche  again  saw  me  and  introduced  me 
to  the  various  members  of  the  committee,  who  gave 
me  a  very  hearty  welcome,  and  expressed  their 
appreciation  of  my  coming  such  a  distance  to  meet 
their  best  men.    In  a  very  sportsmanlike  spirit 
the  members  of   the  committee   and    the  com- 
petitors who  were  to  oppose  me  gallantly  offered 
to  postpone  to  the  following  day  the  contest  in 
which  I  was  to  compete,  so  that  I  should  have  time 
to  rest  after  my  journey,  and  also  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  a  little  practice.    This  postponement  of 
the  salmon  casting  event,  from  the  Friday  to  Satur- 
day, was  entirely  voluntary  on  their  part,  and  com- 
pletely unsolicited  and  unexpected  by  me.    I  may 
here  mention  that  it  was  only  a  few  days  before 
leaving  home  that  I  made  up  my  mind  to  visit 
America,  consequently  my  preparations  for  depar- 
ture were  very  hurried,  and  I  overlooked  the  neces- 
sity of  measuring  the  rods  I  was  taking  with  me. 
When  the  event  for  salmon  rods  not  exceeding  18ft. 
came  off,  my  rod  was  found  to  measure  Sin.  over 
the  limit,  but  both  the  competitors  and  committee 
waived  any  objection  to  it  on  that  account.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  enthusiasm  which  spectators, 
committee,  and  competitors  displayed  when  I  made 
my  record  cast. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  surpass  the  kindness 
and  hospitality  shown  to  me  and  my  friends  who 
accompanied  me  by  the  members  of  the  committee. 
We  were  entertained  in  princely  fashion  both  at 
luncheons  and  at  the  dinner  given  in  honour  of  the 
other  competitors  and  myself  at  Burn's  Hotel, 
Sixth  Avenue  ;  tliey  vied  with  each  other  in  their 
endeavours  to  make  my  visit  an  enjoyable,  and  in 
that  they  were  very  successful,  for  which  I  very 
sincerely  thank  them  all.  I  shall  never  forget  their 
kindness  and  the  genial  and  sportsmanlike  treat- 
ment accorded  me  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit 
to  an  American  tournament.  I  have  had  a  very 
pleasant  time,  and  trust  I  shall  srmo  day  have  the 
pleasure  of  reciprocating  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
The  New  York  Anglers'  Club  is  but  a  newly-foimed 
association,  but  under  its  present  able  and  energetic 
committee  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  will  soon  grow 
to  be  one  of  the  most  powerfid  organisations  of  its 
kind  in  the  piscatorial  world.- — Yours  truly. 
Shannon  Hotel,  John:  Enbight. 

Castleconnell. 
P  S.^ — Their  bait  casting  was  a  revelation  to  me  • 
as  regards  distance  and  accuracy— it  is  simply 
wonderful— and  I  hope  our  British  casters  at  the 
next  English  tournament  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  a  display  by  some  of  our  adept  American 
cousins. 


PRAWN  FISHING  FOR  SALMON,  ETC. 
Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  Mr.  Tivy's  opinion  of 
prawn  fishing  for  salmon,  I  should  like  to  know  why 
he  condemns  that  mode  of  angling  for  salmon.  If 
he  has  certain  reasons  to  class  that  method  of  fishing 
less  .sportsmanlike  than  other  methods,  please  let  us 
know.  The  prawn  is  a  very  killing  lure  in  certain 
waters,  but  is  that  a  reason  to  speak  about  it  as  an 
unworthy  bait  to  a  sportsman  ?  I  have  a  rather 
good  experience  of  both  the  fly  and  prawn  as  used 
for  salmon  angling,  and  I  cannot  see  why  fly  fishing 
for  salmon  should  be  classed  as  a  higher  art  of 
fishing  than  prawn  fishing.    Fly  fishing  for  trout 


is  an  altogether  different  thing.  To  cast  the  fly 
both  for  salmon  and  trout  requires  some  skill  and 
per  everanco ;  but  when  salmon  fishing  the  only 
thing  that  is  of  some  real  value  is  to  get  the  fly  as 
deep  in  the  water  as  possible  when  it  has  reached 
the  spot  where  you  expect  to  get  a  bite.  For  that 
purpose  I  soak  both  the.  fly  and  casting  line  the 
whole  night  before  a  fi.shing  day,  and  on  such  waters 
where  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  long  throws  I  use 
an  ordinary  hemp  line  twisted  or  plaKed  without 
any  dressing  on  it.  When  that  hemp  line  gets  wet 
all  through  it  i-ink-5  better  than  the  usual  oiled  silk 
line.  I  have  a  splendid  double-tapered  dressed  silk 
salmon  line.  I  con  cast  further  out  with  that  lino, 
but  it  doe,  not  fi,h  as  well  as  the  soaked  hemp  lino. 

Casting  the  prawn  requires  also  some  skill  and 
intelligence  whether  you  are  udng  the  Thame; 
spinning  style  or  casting  from  the  reel.  The  prawn 
is  more  deadly  when  leaded  and  the  "sink  and 
draw"  method  is  used.  In  a. rocky  and  laggy  river 
you  must  have  a  sharp  eye  and  a  quick  hand  to 
clear  your  bait  in  the  boiling  water. 

The  only  time  I  got  angry  with  prawn  fishing 
was  when  I  fished  a  river  where  some  other  anglers 
used  the  prawn  on  the  lower  reaches  and  I  niytelf 
had  to  use  the  fly  on  the  upper  reaches  because  my 
beat  wa:i  an  excellent  fly  water.  I  imagined  that 
the  prawn  down  there  spoiled  my  sport  to  some 
degree.  That  wa?  nothing  but  jealousy,  but  a 
sportsman  ought  to  be  untouched  by  that  feeling 
— at  least,  when  out  for  fishing. 

I  do  not  believe  a  salmon  water  can  be  over-fished 
and  ruined  by  prawn  fishing.  The  salmon  do  not 
stop  so  long  at  each  beat.  As  a  rule,  they  are 
moving  on,  and  you  must  take  your  chance  when 
they  are  there  within  reach  of  your  rod  and  line. 

As  for  sa'mon  rods  I  have  made  several  rods  of 
greenheart,  and  found  they  get  more  piwerful  when 
bound  closely  over  with  silk  like  the  split-cane  rod. 
It  makes  them  stiffer  and  puts  more  steel  in  them, 
but  "K.  X."  must  put  on  the  binding  before  the 
rod  is  varnished — that  is,  the  silk  must  come  in 
close  contact  with  the  wood. 

I  can  tell  "Amateur"  that  my  favourite  spin- 
ning rod  is  an  lift,  rod  in  three  pieces  ;  the  top  is 
split-cane  without  steel-centre,  and  the  other  pieces 
are  greenheart.  That  combination  gives  an  excellent 
spring  to  my  rod,  and  I  do  not  wish  for  anything 
bettor.  If  he  would  like  to  have  a  rod  like  mine 
I  can  send  him  impressions  of  the  ferrules  on  my 
rod— it  will  help  him  somewhat  to  get  the  right 
balance. — Yours  truly,  Gu&taf  Hyden. 


DRY-FLY  FISHING  FOR  SALMON. 
Dear  Sib, — I  saw  in  the  Daily  Mail  recently  Major 
Eraser's  remarks  about  killing  salmon  with  a  dry- 
fly.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  my  father  rented 
most  of  the  Mandal  river  in  Norway.  One  excep- 
tionally dry  summer  the  pools  he  usually  fished  were 
practically  useless,  and  I  used  to  go  by  myself  either 
in  a  little  praam  of  my  own,  or  fish  from  the  rocks, 
a  narrow,  deep,  black  channel  called  the  Pot  Hole, 
where  the  water  was  sluggish  and  glassy,  although 
I  think  there  must  have  been  more  stream  near 
the  bottom  of  the  river.  This  place  was  unfishable 
when  there  was  much  water  in  the  river.  There  I 
used  to  cast  a  short  line,  and  the  salmon  used  to 
come  up  from  the  bottom  and  take  the  fly,  or  refuse 
it  as  the  case  might  be,  and  I  had  several  fish  in 
that  way  there,  though  there  was  practically  little 
to  be  done  elsewhere  in  the  river  during  that  8p3ll 
of  dry  weather.  They  took  the  fly  right  on  the 
surface,  almost  dry-fly  fashion,  and  the  whole 
appearance  of  the  water  was  like  a  deep,  sluggish 
chalk  stream.  I  used  a  small  salmon  flv— a  Jock 
Scott,  or  a  "Vernon,"  a  pattern  of  ray  own,  which 
killed  on  the  Mandal,  and  which  Farlow  still  stocks 
and  sends  to  Norway  fishermen,  a  mixed  wing, 
body  half  claret  mohair,  half  olive-green,  with 
hackles  to  match.  I  should  say  that  dry-fly  fishing 
for  salmon  depended  on  the  condition  of  the  water, 
just  as  in  trout  fishing.  A  rapid  stream  like  the 
Somersetshire  Parle  is  suitable  as  a  rule  for  a 
wet-fly,  and  a  sluggish  one  like  the  Itchen  for  the 
dry-fly. — Yours  truly,  R.  Waeeen  Vebnon. 


GRILSE  OR  SALMON. 

De.\b  Sir, — From  the  reports  in  your  issue  of 
Nov.  3,  one  is  filled  with  a  feeling  almost  of  envy  at 
the  splendid  sport  which  some  fortunate  anglers 
have  recently  enjoyed  on  the  Tweed. 

At  the  same  time,  I  venture  to  think  those  reports 
are  not  a  little  puzzling.  The  weights  of  the  grilse 
there  stated  range  from  41b.  and  upwards,  and  some 
are  given  at  lOib.,  lOJlb.,  11  lb.,  and  one  of  Itilb. 
— possibly  this  last  one  is  a  misprint.  It  would, 
however,  interest  some  of  your  readers  to  have  the 
advantage  of  your  wide  experience  as  to  the 
definition  of  a  grilse,  and  as  to  what  weight  he  may 
be  expected  to  attain  under  the  most  favourable 
conditions. 

With  many  others  I  appreciate  your  well  and 


courteou.sly  expressed  note  below  the  letter  hca<led, 
"  Wholesale  Condemnation  of  Prawn  Fishing  for 
Salmon." 

Now,  in  many  of  the  Norwegian  rivers  there  are 
long  rapids  between  the  pools  which  hold  many 
salmon,  and  where  it  is  impos  iblo  to  u-e  a  fly. 

Flyfishing  in  pools  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  child's 
play  compared  wi(h  prawn  fi  hing  in  these  rapid, 
rocky,  broken  .stretches  of  water.  It  moans  balanc- 
ing yourself  in  a  diflicult  po  ition,  casting  a  long 
line  from  a  nmning  reel,  and  working  the  prawn 
with  such  skill  and  judgment  that  the  least  mi-taUo 
moans  no  chance  of  a  fi-h  and  a  breakage  of  tackle. 
And  when  your  fish  is  hooked  (and  you  are  without 
the  advantage  of  seeing  the  rise)  hi;  fighting 
qualities  are  doubled.  There  is  no  giving  him  the 
butt  after  a  few  rushes  and  keeping  him  in  th')  pool, 
but  you  have  to  follow  him — not  on  a  smooth, 
grassy  bank  nor  on  a  shingly  margin,  but  all  the 
while  as  the  line  runs  off  tho  reel  jumping  from 
rock  to  rock  until  you  can  find  some  slacker  water 
in  which  to  a-guo  with  him  before  he  is  finally 
brought  to  gaff. 

I  hope  your  correspondent  is  not  serious  when  he 
suggests  there  is  anything  unsportsmanlike  in  such 
a  use  of  the  prawn.  If  so,  I  wish  him  nothing 
wor.so  than  a  battle  with  a  cock  fish  of  201b.  or  over 
in  this  type  of  water — when  I  tliink  his  views  would 
undergo  a  change. 

Til  ere  is,  as  you  suggest,  a  difference  in  rivers — 
in  some  of  which  it  would  be  unsportsmanlike  to 
use  the  prawn. — Yours  truly,         J.  Lb  Veneur. 


SPLIT-CANE   AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir, — When  Mr.  Hardy  stated  that  no 
properly-tapered  rod  could  '  assume  the  outline 
which  has  caused  all  tho  pother,  I  certainly  under- 
stood him  to  moan  that  no  properly-designed  rod 
could  do  so  ;  and  this  astonished  me,  because  after 
exhaustive  actual  trials  it  left  me  with  the  following 
alternatives  :  — 

(a)  That  my  "  Hardy  "  split-cane  was  a  badly- 
designed  tool  ;  (6)  that  my  friends  and  I  were  the 
victims  of  optical  illusions  ;  (c)  that  Mr.  Hardy 
was  quite  wrong. 

Acting  on  the  latter  as  the  most  probable,  I 
wrote  to  you.  Now,  if  I  interp  et  Mr.  Hardy's 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  17  correctly,  I  under- 
stand that  he  does  not  deny  that  well-designed  rods 
of  certain  t>-pes  will  assume  the  dispiited  outline. 

Mr.  Hardy's  suggestions  about  the  greenheart 
and  split-cane  trial  seem  to  me  eminently  fair. 
Personally,  I  am  far  from  being  a  sufficiently  good 
judge  of  the  materials  to  accept  that  post. 

Surely,  now  that  things  have  got  s  >  far  towards 
arriving  at  a  definite  result,  some  expert  will  tak? 
on  the  slight  trouble  involved  in  selecting  materials, 
settling  dimensions,  and  generally  arranging  with 
Mr.  Hardy  as  to  what  constitutes  a  fair  test. — 
Yours  truly.  Unbiased. 

GREENHEART  AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir,- — Mr.  Hardy  seems  to  fail  to  understand 
that  no  one  cares  twopence,  as  far  as  this  corre- 
spondence is  concerned,  how  many  competitions 
either  he  or  Mr.  Enright  or  anyone  else  won  ;  the 
sole  question  is  the  respective  merits  of  greenheart 
and  split-cane.  Now  in  the  three  fly-easting 
contests  he  speaks  of  (leaving  out  the  heavy  single- 
handed  competition,  when  the  one  greenheart  rod 
entered  was  disqualified)  the  only  time  there  was  a 
greenheart  rod  entered  it  won  easily.  With  regard 
to  the  heavy  and  light  bait-casting  competitions, 
I  think  it  matters  very  little  what  wood  the  rod  is 
made  of,  provided  it  is  of  similar  build,  and  has 
similar  rings  ;  the  question  there  is  more  the 
description  of  line  used  and  the  skilful  manipula- 
tion of  the  reel  (if  of  the  Nottingham  descrip- 
tion), and  Mr.  Hardy  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
his  success,  but  it  does  not  affect  the  question  of 
greenheart  and  split-cane. 

\Mth  respect  to  Mr.  Hardy  saying  that  he  has 
always  freely  acknowledged  Mr.  Euriglit's  merits 
as  a  caster,  I  may  be  excused  for  failing  to  agree 
with  him  when  he  has  stated  that  but  for  au  unfor- 
tunate mistake  (!)  he  himself  would  have  won 
easily  the  professional  salmon  fly-casting  competi- 
tion.— Yoiu's  truly,  Greenheart. 

GREENHEART   AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — Amongst  others,  I  have  been  much 
interested  in  the  controversy  on  this  subject  which 
has  lately  been  discussed  in  your  columns. 

Perhaps  my  experience,  tainted  by  no  trade 
considerations,  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

In  1870  I  used  only  a  greenheart  rod.  with 
which  I  had  no  end  of  breaking  of  tops,  although 
I  used  every  care;  in  1878  I  saw  advertised  a 
secondhand  l()ft.  Hardy  split-cane  with  steel 
centre,  which  I  purchased,  fished  with  constantly, 
and,  with  great  satisfaction,  not  only  for  fly,  but 
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often  vvitli  a  heavy  Devon  minnow,  as  wo  had  no 
sporial  spinning  rods  then  as  M'e  have  now. 

This  rod  is  still  in  active  use  in  other  hands,  and 
although  it  must  have  been  in  nso  thirty-tive  years 
it  is  as  fit  for  work  as  when  I  purchased  it. 

In  1900  I  had  built  a  17ft.  9in.  "Champion" 
steel-centre  rod  by  Hardy,  with  a  4iin.  "  Perfect" 
reel,  wliich  is  a  real  pleasiue  to  use  ;  I  also  ordered 
a  ■•  Murdoch  "  steel-centre  with  a  '•  Silex  "  reel, 
ami  I  know  this  rod  and  leel  have  been  the  means 
of  giving  me  many  a  fish  I  never  could  hav  e  reached 
by  my  old-fashioned  methods. 

I  also  obtained  from  the  same  firm  an  1 1  ft. 
octagonal  cane-built  trout  rod,  a  beautiful  tool, 
aiid  ono  M-ith  which  I  liave  had  the  pleasure  of 
occasionally  landing  a  salmon. 

My  experience  in  all  these  years  is  that  since 
I  first  started  a  Hardy  "  rod  1  have  not  had  one 
single  breakage  or  mishap,  and  it  is  only  right 
on  my  part  to  say  that  I  feel  imder  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Messrs.  Hardy  for  providing  such 
reliable  and  satisfactory  gear. — Yours  trulv, 

Tyne. 


SPLIT-CANE   AND  GREENHEART. 

Dear  Sir,- — Having  read  the '  many  letters  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  1  should  like  to  give  my  simple 
opinion  re  different  rods — greenheart  and  split- 
cane.  I,  in  my  profession,  as  teacher  of  salmon 
and  trout  fly-casting,  use  all  makers'  rods,  and  my 
opinion  is  that  there  is  very  little  difference,  if 
any,  in  any  of  them,  if  properly  made'and  properly 
used  ;  but  I  must  say  I  have  a  spliced  rod  of  green- 
heart,  by  Enright,  which  I  would  not  change 
for  any  split-cane  rod  I  have  over  used  or  seen. 
It  is  a  perfect,  well  balanced,  and  pliable  rod — for 
distance  it  is  good,  accuracy  equally  good,  and  for 
delicacy  perfect.  Although  I  bought  two  "  Leo- 
nard "  fly-rods  and  one  salmon  rod  from  Farlow's 
recently  for  two  of  my  pupils — I  like  them,  and  they 
are  splendidly  made,  although  somewhat  expensive 
— I  still  prefer  the  split  ed  greenheart,  and  if  there 
shoidd  be  any  competition  arrived  at  between 
split-cane  and  greenlieart  rods,  my  daughter  will, 
if  wished,  cast  with  them  both  for  acciu'acy,  dis- 
tance andjdelicacy  ;  and  I  might  mention  that  she 
is  open  to  east  against '  any  woman  in  the  world 
with  14ft.,  16ft.,  18ft.  salmon  rods,  or  single-handed 
rods,  for  any  amount. 

Trusting  you  will  convey  my  opinion  to  the  fishing 
public  in  your  paper. — Yours  truly, 

Lake  Cottage.  Arthur  Newham. 

Wimbledon  Paik.  j 


SHEFFIELD  V.  LEA  STYLE. 

Dear  Sib, — A  pegged-down  match  never  was  or 
ever  will  be  a  true  test  of  skill.  In  the  Pangboume 
reaches  one  will  find  a  fairly  good  swim,  but  one 
may  walk  a  long  way  before  one  finds  another. 
What  is  the  use  of  pegging  down  an  expert  to  a 
swim  where  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  catch  any- 
thing worth  naming  ?  The  best  plan  would  be  to 
select  eight  men — four  from  the  south  and  four  from 
the  north.  Mark  out  eight  swims  numbered  one  to 
eight,  and  let  them  commence  fishing  at  9  a.m.  and 
leave  off  at  5  p.m. ;  after  the  first  hour  No.  8  to 
shift  to  No.  1  swim.  No.  1  to  shift  to  No.  2  swim. 
No.  2  to  No.  3  swim,  and  so  on,  so  that  at  the  end 
of  the  time  (eight  hours)  each  man  will  have  an 
equal  chance,  and  it  would  be  fair  to  all.  On  the 
following  day  the  two  best  men  to  fish  in  the  four 
best  swims,  changing  swims  every  hour  as  before. 
In  my  humble  opinion  this  is  the  only  way  to  prove 
which  man  or  style  is  best.  I  have  seen  a  number 
of  pegged-down  matches  in  which  the  best  man 
never  came  to  the  front,  and  from  the  first  they 
knew  that  there  was  no  chance  of  it. — Yours  truly, 

A  Lea  Roacher. 


"COMMON-SENSE  IN  COARSE  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — From  reading  the  notes  on  float 
fishing  in  your  last  issue  by  "  Baz,"  and  knowing 
from  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller's  notes  how  successful  his 
methods  are,  it  has  struck  mo  that  possibly  he 
or  some  of  your  readers  could  help  me  in  a  difficulty 
we  have  here.  On  our  water  is  a  particular  length 
(say  150  to  200  yards  long)  on  the  far  side  overhung 
by  the  branches  of  a  row  of  trees  and  bushes, 
which  foim  a  sort  of  natural  arch,  on  our  side  a 
grass  bank  about  2ft.  above  the  water  level,  with 
no  cover  whatever  except  one  or  two  small  beds 
of  nettles.  The  stream  is  about  five  to  six  yards 
wide,  and  from  1ft.  to  2ft.  deep,  with  a  bottom  of 
beautiful  sandy  gravel,  with  just  a  few  small  lily 
and  weed  patches — nothing,  however,  to  interfere 
with  the  gentle  flowing  current.  Needless  to  say, 
the  water  is  gin-clear,  and  almost  every  stone, 
etc.,  on  the  bottom  can  be  seen. 

In  this  charming  stretch  dwell  some  of  the  finest 
dace  and  some  of  the  largest  shoals  of  roach  it  has 
ever  been  my  luck  to  come  across. 


This  shoal  of  roach  contains  anything  from 
200  fish  upwards,  and  none  seem  less  than  i\b. 
weight,  and  they  must  range  from  that  up  to  (|uito 
21b.  ;  and  their  mission  in  life  seems  to  bo  to 
gently  swim  up  and  down  this  favoured  length. 

The  slightest  appearance  or  movement  on  our 
binlc  causes  the  slioal  of  grey  shadows  to  vanish 
like  lightning.  Now,  can  "  Baz  "  or  any  other 
angler  kindly  suggest  a  method  likely  to  be  suo 
cessful  in  making  a  bag  out  of  this  shoal,  which 
have  become  the  despair  of  others  bosid(is  the 
writer  ?  My  own  methods  have  been  the  dry-fly 
CAst  between  the  branches  of  the  trees,  kneeling 
well  back,  and  this  has  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
a  small — a  very  small — niunber,  and  the  loss  of 
a  large — a  very  la'-ge^ — C(uantity  of  tackle  in  those 
same  branches.  The  other- method  has  been  ledger- 
ing  with  a  small  piece  of  white  paste. 

The  way  I  have  worked  the  latter  is  to  lie  prone 
on  the  "tummy"  in  one  of  the  aforementioned 
nettle  beds  (not  over  enjoyable),  first  throwing  a 
handful  of  bran  and  bread  loosely-made  ground-bait 
in.  This  can  all  be  distinctly  seen  lying  on  the 
sandy  bottom,  and  the  baited  hook  is  then  dropped 
in  by  the  side  of  it,  no  float  of  course  being  used. 

By  this  means  I  have  induced  part  of  the  shoal 
to  stop  and  grub  amongst  t  he  ground -bait  ;  the 
fish  can  then  be  watched  and  struck  the  moment 
one  takes  the  hook  bait.  You  have  plenty  of 
time  to  land  your  victim  as  the  disturbance  you 
are  compelled  to  mak«  has  infallibly  cleared  the 
shoal  off  in  a  panic,  and  you  are  very  lucky  if  you 
can  persuade  them  to  assemble  again  under  two 
hours,  even  if  then. 

On  many  occasions  nothing  whatever  M'ill  persuade 
them  either  to  stop  or  feed.  It  might  be  suggested 
to  wait  till  the  water  is  thick,  but  never  in  my 
experience  have  I  found  it  get  thicli  except  in  a 
heavy  flood,  when  the  meadow  gets  submerged, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  fish  it  ;  at  all  other  times 
it  seems  to  be  the  same  clear,  limpid,  exasperating 
stream. — Yours  truly,  Line  Runner. 

"ONE   HUNDREDWEIGHT  OF  CARP." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  pleasure  the 
article  in  the  Fishinq  Gazette  of  Nov.  17  by  Richard 
W.  Wellmau,  entitled,  "  One  Hundredweight  of 
Carp."  I  have  .spent  many  happy  hours  in  pursuit 
of  those  fish,  and  am  looking  forward  to  next  season 
for  another  go  at  the  game  of  "  paste  and  patience." 

I  should  be  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Wellman  if  he 
would  furnish  me  with  some  information,  through 
the  medium  of  your  columns,  as  to  whore  the  pond 
or  lake  which  he  refers  to  is  ;  whether  permission 
or  ticket  is  necessary,  and  where  to  obtain  same. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Hastings. 


FISHING  AT  NEWHAVEN. 
Dear  Sib, — I  was  much  gratified  on  reading  in 
the  Fishinq  Gazette  of  Nov.  17  Mr.  Oakeshotfs 
letter  confirming  all  I  had  said  in  my  previous 
letter  of  Sept.  18,  190.5,  under  this  heading,  and 
note  he  has  lost  no  time  in  observing  the  most 
minuto  details  of  sport  in  all  its  various  forms  to 
be  had  at  this  port,  as  well  as  its  comforts  in  the 
hotel. 

Great  as  my  liking  was  for  Newhaven,  I  had, 
with  regret,  to  take  my  holidays  further  north  this 
year,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  south  coast  did  not 
suit  my  northern  anatomy. 

Since  my  previous  letter  was  written,  I  have 
heard  from  a  client  that  he  had  such  grand  sport 
with  salmon  flies  and  a  Ifift.  cane-built  rod  amongst 
the  large  bass  up  to  131b.,  by  casting  in  arnongst 
the  breakers  (giving,  of  course,  due  attention  to 
the  tides,  the  shoals  of  whitebait,  and  the  hovering 
and  diving  actions  of  the  gulls),  that  he  has  given 
up  going  to  Scotland  for  his  salmon  fishing  ;  he 
was  broken  on  several  occasions  by  getting  two 
heavy  fish  on  at  once. 

The  part  of  the  coast  mentioned  is  not  far  from 
Newhaven. 

I  have  just  returned  from  my  annual  sa'mon 
fishing  visit  to  the  Tweed,  where  I  found  all  the 
fish  were  running  up  and  the  spates  running  down. 
Total  catch,  a  231b.  sa!mon  and  a  101b.  grilse  — 
Yours  truly,  Forsteb  Hardy. 

ROD  TIMBER— PORCELAIN  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir,^ — Your  correspondent  "  Vid  "  should 
get  in  touch  with  Mr.  Hy.  Whitty,  Basnett-street, 
Liverpool,  who  imports  and  keeps  a  grand  stock 
of  canes  and  timber  for  rod-building. 

Re  porcelain  rings,  all  my  sea  rods  (my  own 
build)  are  fitted  with  them.  I  wish  for  no  better, 
and  have  never  yet  had  a  cracked  one.  To  safe- 
guard mine  from  careless  handling  I  stretch  a  penny 
rubber  umbrella  ring  round  the  score  of  the  end 
ring,  the  others  are  protected  by  one  or  two  rubber 
bands  passed  round  rod  and  ring  over  the  bridge 
wire.— Yours  truly,       ,     East  Coast  Angler. 


A  GOOD  TAKE   OF  NORFOLK  .  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  writing  to  tell  you  of  a  good 
catch  of  pike  on  Nov.  13  by  a  gentleman  staying  at 
Coldham  Hall,  Surlinghan'i,  Norfolk— Mr.  (i.  Bid- 
dulph-Anderson^ — and  his  man,  caught  on  Rockland 
Broad,  ()221b.  Weights  as  follows:  1.5,Ub.,  9|lb., 
91b.,  7Jlb.,  Gilb.,  SJlb.,  5ib.,  3Jlb.,  S.^b.- Yours 
truly,  L.  H.vsEiAvoon, 

Piscatorial  Society. 

THE   CHAMPION   ROACH  ANGLER. 

De.\r  Sir,- — Many  London  anglers  are  imdor  the 
impression  that  the  Sheffield  anglers  have  never 
challenged  the  (champion  roach  angler,  but  this  is 
a  mistake.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  July  25,  1891, 
it  says  :— 

"  Dear  Sir, — Replying  to  your  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette  as  regards  the  champion  roach 
fisher,  I  was  not  awaro  Mr.  J.  Woodward  held  the 
title  of  champion.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Sheffield 
Angling  Association,  and  quite  prepared  to  make 
a  match  for  one  of  our  members  to  fish  Mr.  Wood-, 
ward  home  ami  homo,  to  draw  for  the  third  place, 
for  £50  or  £100.  Hoping  wo  can  arrange  a  match, 
—I  am,  etc.,  "  C.  W.  Lockwood. 

"  28,  Mushroom-lane." 

So  far  as  I  recollect,  this  challenge  was  never 
accepted — I  think  the  man  was  ready  but  the 
money  was  not. — Yours  truly.  Fair  Pl.ay. 

DRY-FLY  SALMON  PISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  remaiks  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  17,  I  can  confirm  wluit 
you  say,  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for 
salmon  to  take  a  floating  fly.  I  have  myself  hooked 
and  lost  one,  too  large  to  get  into  a  trout  net,  and 
I  have  teen  twohookpdand  lost  on  floating  May  Fly. 
It  is  questionable  whether  either  fish  would  have 
risen  had  the  fly  been  tied  on  coarse  salmon  g>it, 
sufficiently  strong  to  hold  a  large  fish,  and  it  would 
not,  therefore,  appear  to  be  a  very  enjoyable  sport, 
if  it  should  become  common  on  Test  or  Itchen.— 
Yours  truly,  Henry  G.  Green. 

FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir,— Tlie  articles  by  "  E.  S.  S."  of  Oct.  6 
and  Nov.  10  on  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in 
Donegal  are,  I  think,  rather  inclined  to  impress 
your  readers  with  the  bright  side  of  the  picture. 
I  have  had  experience  of  some  of  the  waters  men- 
tioned during  the  past  two  seasons,  and  should 
certainly  not  think  it  worth  while  going  any  dis- 
tance to  fish  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  in  the  Innish- 
owen  Peninsula,  or  the  vicinity  of  Dunfanaghy. 
The  probability  of  sport  depends  so  entirely  on  the 
weather,  and  the  conjunction  of  floods  with  suitable 
tides,  that  one  might  waste  a  holiday  in  anxious 
waiting. 

The  Owenesk  river  is  the  last  place  I  should  go 
to  for  a  salmon.  It  is  quite  a  small  stream,  the 
sea-trout  few  and  small.  The  Crana  river  is  a 
fair  chance  for  a  fish  late  in  the  season  after  the 
nets  are  oft,  if  the  water  suits  and  you  are  on  the 
spot. 

The  brown  trout  in  open  waters  would  average 
•|lb.  at  best.  There  is  very  little  feeding  in  these 
mountain  rivers  and  lakes.  It  must  also  be  remem- 
bered that  there  are  keen  local  anglers  who  know 
every  inch  of  the  way.  A  touring  visit,  with  a  rod 
available  if  occasion  offers,  would  repay  a  lover  of 
fresh  air  and  wild  mountain  scenery. — Yours  truly, 

K.  X. 

[It  seems  to  me  that  anglers  who  cannot  afford 
to  wait  for  streams  to  get  into  order  for  fishing  had 
better  give  their  attention  to  more  favoured  dis- 
tricts— Donegal  is  not  good  enough,  except  by 
accident  almost. — Ed.] 


THE   B.S.A.S.  REPORT  OF   OCT.  6. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  have  been  shown  your  editorial 
note  appended  to  a  letter  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  signed  "  A."  In  this  I  am  credited 
with  having  said  that  I  had  caught  seals  out  off 
the  Shetlands,  e^c. 

If  you  will  kindly  refer  to  the  society's  reporter's 
full  transcript  of  his  notes  you  will  find  that  the 
sentence  was,  "  Mr.  Mallet't,  in  reply,  urged  that 
he  had  caught  sea-trout,"  etc.,  and  I  shall  be  obliged 
if  you  will  kindly  insert  this,  and  set  the  matter 
right,  as  I  am  anxious  that  the  sayings  and  doings 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  should  not  be  made  to  appear 
unduly  ridiculous  in  the  eyes  of  your  foreign  corre- 
spondents.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Mallett.=^ 

[No  doubt  Mr.  Mallett  wrote  "  sea-trout,"  not 
"  seals."    It  is  a  printer's  error. — Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Extraordinary  Difference  in  Weight  of  Grilse 
of  the  same  Age. 

Mb.  W.  L.  Caldeewood,  of  the  Scottish  Fishery- 
Board,  sends  me  the  following  note  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  reply  to  your  corre- 
spondent, J.  Le  Veneur,  on  '  Grilse  or  Salmon,' 
it  may  be  recollected  that  the  marked  grilse  re- 
captured on  the  Tay  during  last  summer  varied 
in  weight  from  2|lb.  to  91b.,  and  that  these  fish 
(which  were  marked  as  smolts)  were  certainly  on  their 
first  ascent  to  fresh  water  from  the  sea  after  an 
interval  of  only  a  little  over  a  year — were,  in 
other  words,  true  grilse." 

Mr.  Calderwood's  experiments  and  experience 
settle  the  question.  It  seems  extraordinary  that 
fish  of  the  same  age  should  vary  so  much  in  weight. 
I  should  imagine  that  the  heavier  fish  got  to  the  sea 
sooner  than  the  others,  and  so  get  a  longer  time 
to  get  fat ;  also,  it  is  possible  that  they  met  with 
a  much  more  plentiful  supply  of  food — ^perhaps 
a  mass  of  young  herring  which  the  others  missed. 
Anyone  who  saw  a  well-fed  yearling  trout  of  over 
6in.  would  hardly  believe  it  was  hatched  the  same 
day  as  a  poor  little  starved  fish  not  half  the  length 
or  a  quarter  the  weight. 

A  Pleasant  Compliment  to  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
from  America. 

Mr.  G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  who  was  chairman  of 
the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  recently 
held  in  New  York,  writes  to  me  as  follows : — 

"  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.— My  Dear  Sir, — At  the 
dinner  given  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  22  to  Mr.  John 
Enright  and  the  other  contestants  at  our  recent 
tournament  four  small  silk  flags  decorated  the 
head  of  the  table.  Mr.  Enright  was  presented 
with  two  of  them,  and  it  was  suggested  by  some 
of  the  members  present  that  you  might  be  glad  to 
have  the  others.  On  this  assumption,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  enclosing  them  herewith,  and  can 
assure  you  that  the  best  wishes  of  the  Anglers'  Club 
of  New  York  accompany  them. 

"  Mr.  Enright's  exhibition  at  the  tournament 
was  a  fine  thing  to  see,  and  while  he  established 
new  record}  for  the  14ft.  and  20ft.  rods  (126ft. 
and  152ft.  respectively),  it  is  certain  they  will  not 


stand  long,  if  he  goes  after  them,  judging  from 
what  I  saw  him  do.  I  beUeve  also  that  we  have 
men  here  who  can  beat  them,  and  I  hope  they  will, 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  bring  Mr.  Enright 
over  again,  and  with  him  Mr.  Hardy,  and  some  of 
your  amateurs,  whom  we  would  welcome  warmly. 
I  hope  you  can  induce  some  of  them  to  come  over 
for  our  next  contests  in  June,  1907." 

I  have  written  to  Mr.  LaBranche  to  say  I  am 
very  pleased  to  have  the  flags,  and  must  get  one 
of  my  daughters  to  frame  them  for  my  fishing 
sanctum — as  memorials  of  a  very  interesting 
event.    I  will  give  pictures  of  the  flags. 

"Muscatol"— A  Report. 

Captain  W.  E.  Binney  writes : — 

"  Dear  Sib, — ^I  enclose  a  postcard  from  the 
proprietor  of  the  Rhiconich  Hotel  about  the  bottle 
of  '  Muscatol '  that  you  sent  me.  As  you  will  see, 
he  says  it  keeps  them  off  for  a  short  time.  If  that 
'  short  time  '  is  only  half  an  hour,  '  Muscatol '  must 
be  very  useful,  as  fresh  applications  can  always 
be  made." 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  card.  As  Captain  Binney 
says,  a  fresh  application  can  always  be  made.  I 
believe  the  midges  are  pretty  bad  in  the  Lairg 
district :  — 

"  Rhiconich  Hotel,  Lairg,  Nov.  20,  1906. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  got  the  gentlemen  to  try  your 
midge  preparation,  and  only  keeps  them  off  for 
a  short  time.  Fishing  good  this  season,  and  sea- 
trout  more  numeroxis. — Yours  truly, 

"  E.  Grant." 


A  Note  from  Ilfracombe. 

I  was  glad  to  get  a  note  the  other  day  from 
Mr.  H.  T.  Jenkins  (formerly  of  the  Portsmouth 
Waltonian  Club).  It  was  Mr.  Jenkins  who,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Times,  dated  Sept.  23,  1886,  first 
suggested  that  there  ought  to  be  a  memorial  of 
Walton  in  Winchester  Cathedral — which  memorial, 
thanks  mainly  to  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
is  now  there  in  the  great  screen.  Mr.  Jenkins 
tells  me  that  on  Thursday  week  the  temperature  at 
IKracombe  was  60deg. — pretty  good  for  November, 
as  he  says. 

Preserved  Sprats— A  Caution. 

One  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  customers,  living 
at  Grand  Ledge,  Michigan,  U.S.A.,  sends  them 
an  amusing  account  of  his  adventure  with  preserved 
sprats  for  bait.    He  says  : — 

"  I  have  rather  a  good  joke  to  tell  you.  The 
tin  of  '  sprats '  that  J.  J.  gave  me  came  nearly 
doing  us  all  up.  When  Mrs.  T.  unpacked  our  trunks 
sh^  found  this  tin  marked  '  sprats,'  and  thought 
that  you  gave  it  to  me  to  eat  for  lunch  some  day 
when  fishing  ;  consequently,  she  sent  it  to  the 
kitchen.  One  day  shortly  after  I  wanted  a  very 
quick  '  hurry-up  '  lunch,  just  to  tide  me  over  for 
an  hour  or  two,'  and  when  I  got  in  the  dining-room 
I  found,  among  other  things,  a  dish  of  small  fish, 
supposedly  sardines  or  fish  of  that  nature.  I  looked 
them  over,  questioned  the  folks,  and  discovered 
they  intended  to  give  me  a  treat,  and  they  had 
opened  up  the  preserved  bait  for  that  purpose. 
Directly  I  mentioned  the  fact  that  these  fish  had 
been  embalmed  with  a  very  poisonous  substance,* 
and  as  soon  as  the  cook  heard  it  she  went  into 
spasms  of  fear,  as  it  appears  that  she  could  not 
open  the  tin  and  took  it  over  to  the  man's  house, 
who  lives  on  the  premises,  for  him  to  open,  which 
he  did,  and  his  family  was  standing  around  at  the 
time ;  one  of  them  remarked  that  they  looked  very 
nice,  and  as  Mr.  T.  had  brought  them  all  the  way 
from  England  they  must  be  delicious,  and  would 
like  very  much  to  taste  them.  I  understand  since 
that  they  all  had  a  '  go  '  at  the  fish,  and  that 
accounted  for  the  fear  which  the  cook  displayed, 
but,  fortunately,  they  lived  through  it,  although 
they  made  the  remark  '  that  there  was  no  account- 
ing for  the  taste  of  foreigners,'  and  evidently  didn't 
enjoy  it." 

Norwich  Angling  Club. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club 
will  be  held  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Norwich,  on  Dec.  5. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  that  our  Norwich  friends  are 
taking  steps  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  fisheries. 

R.  B.  Marston. 

*  I  have  explained  that  they  were  in  a  mixture 
which  is  not  poisonous  unless  taken  in  a  very  large 
quantity. — J.  J.  H. 


HAMPSHIEE  FISHERY 
INTEEESTS. 


ANGLERS'  INTERESTING  DISPUTE. 


The  decision  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  to  place  under  the  control  of  a  Fishery 
Board  certain  upper  parts  of  the  Test  and  Itchen, 
the  famous  trout-angling  rivers  in  Hampshire,  is 
meeting  with  much  opposition  on  the  part  of 
owners  of  trout  fisheries  and  trout  anglers  leasing 
preserved  waters  at  heavy  rentals.  It  is  alleged 
by  the  Stour  and  Avon  Conservators  and  by  a 
number  of  fishery  proprietors  in  favour  of  salmon 
in  these  rivers  that  in  the  past  the  salmon  have 
been  obstructed  from  reaching  their  proper  spawning- 
grounds,  and  that  in  consequence  the  salmon 
fisheries  have  deteriorated.  They  ask  for  more 
protection  for  the  salmon.  Trout  anglers,  on  the 
other  hand,  assert  that  the  Test  and  Itchen  have 
never  been  good  salmon  rivers,  and  that  the  pre- 
sence of  these  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  now  would 
mean  the  ruin  of  the  trout-fishing,  said  to  be  the 
finest  obtainable  in  the  world.  The  salmon  would, 
it  is  said,  drive  the  trout  from  their  spawning- 
beds  and  also  kill  the  small  trout.  From  time  to 
time,  it  appears,  the  Test  and  Itchen  have  been  both 
restocked  ;  from  £100  to  £150  per  mile  is  paid  for 
some  of  the  angUng  ;  the  fishing  gives  employment 
to  many  persons,  keepers  and  watchers,  and  also 
relieves  the  local  rates.  The  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  has  recommended  that  a  Fishery 
Board  should  control  the  Test  below  Kimbridge 
Mill  and  the  Itchen  below  St.  Cross,  both  districts 
noted  for  their  trout-fishing,  and  will  come  to  a 
final  decision  as  to  the  boundaries  and  what  Board 
is  to  have  charge  of  the  waters  at  an  inquiry  to  be 
held  by  the  Government  Fisheries  Inspector  on 
Nov.  30  at  Southampton.  Opponents  of  the  salmon 
have  presented  several  petitions  through  the  Marquis 
of  Winchester  (Lord  Lieutenant  of  Hampshire)  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.— J/orrej«<7 
Post  (Nov.  21). 

[As  I  have  said  before,  I  cannot  understand  why 
all  those  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  Test 
and  Itchen  as  trout  rivers  have  not  organised 
meetings  and  deputations  and  formed  a  strong 
Parliamentary  and  General  Defence  Committee  — 
Ed.] 


ANGLING  EENTALS. 

If  there  be  one  subject  more  interesting  than 
another  to  the  mass  of  anglers  during  the  close 
season  it  is  that  of  (angling  rentals.  Next  to 
securing  water  for  oneself  is  to  know  what  one's 
neighbour  is  paying  for  his  water,  and  if  there  is  a 
rise  or  a  fall  in  the  angling  market,  so  to  speak. 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  one  has  a  section  to  let, 
he  is  anxious  to  know  that  he  is  getting  as 
much  for  it  as  his  neighbours  on  the  adjoining 
beat,  or  across  the  way,  as  happens  to  suit  the  case. 
Even  those  who  are  by  no  means  exacting  in  the 
way  of  rental  (and  there  are  still  a  few  unaffected 
by  the  influence  of  the  "  Almighty  dollar  "),  and 
prefer  to  select  their  tenants  for  their  prowess  more 
than  their  purses,  have  an  anxious  time  of  it  till 
the  ordeal  of  selection  is  finally  settled,  and  the 
matter  off  their  minds.  In  fact,  the  close  season 
is  usually  a  busier  one  to  the  estate  management 
than  most  people  dream  of,  and  just  now  there  is 
nothing  else  being  talked  of  than  angling  rentals 
and  anghng  arrangements  for  next  spring,  and  this 
from  Forth  to  Tay,  from  Tay  to  Dee,  from  Dee  to 
Spey,  and  away  up  to  the  far  north  rivers — such 
as  the  Thurso  and  the  Foss. 

It  will  all  be  settled  by  Christmas  so  far  as  the 
good  angUng  waters  are  concerned,  and  what  is 
then  left  will  fall  to  the  late  comers  to  pick  and 
choose  from.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  commercial 
transactions,  the  first  on  the  ground  are  the  best 
served,  and  year  after  year  the  spirit  of  the  age 
asserts  itself  more  and  more — that  the  longest 
purse  carries  the  day.  It  may  be  that  now  and 
again  the  "highest  or  any  other  offer,"  as  the 
auction-room  has  it,  may  not  be  accepted,  but  in 
the  main,  and  in  the  long  run,  the  golden  key 
prevails,  and  opens  the  door  hitherto  proof  against  it. 

Really  good  salmon  angling  water  is  priceless, 
and  almost  any  figure  is  forthcoming  that  is  asked 
for  it.  We  have  seen  on  the  Dee,  for  instance, 
waters  that  were  thought  dear  at  £60  for  the  spring 
months  some  twenty  years  ago,  and  thought  a,  long 
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rental  at  that,  rising  by  leaps  and  bounds  till  they 
now  bring  a  cheque  for  £300  with  ease.  There  is 
not  a  section  of  any  importance  but  has  increased 
its  value  a?  an  angling  water  six,  eight,  and  ten- 
fold, and  this  without  going  back  into  ancient 
history.  If  we  were  to  do  that  and  tell  what  we 
have  seen  in  the  way  of  rise  of  rentals  within  our 
own  personal  ken  and  cognisance  within  the  past 
thirty  or  forty  years,  it  would  be  nearer  thirty 
and  forty  fold  rather  than  the  modest  ten  ;  but 
then  that  was  before  there  was  any  serious  demand 
for  salmon  angling,  and  when  a  salmon  fishery, 
if  it  existed,  was  usually  thrown  into  the  bargain 
in  taking  a  shooting  or  other  summer  quarters. 
The  Uttle  water  of  Dess  that  Major  D.  Davidson 
can  easily  let  for  £200  for  the  spring  months  was 
let  by  his  father  for  the  modest  sum  of  £2  and  a 
salmon  in  his  early  days  of  proprietorship,  and 
within  my  own  knowledge  the  rental  thirty  years 
ago  was  something  Uke  £5  and  a  couple  of  fish. 
But  such  cases  are  ancient  now.  "  Old  times  are 
changed,  old  manners  and  old  rentals,  too,  gone," 
and  a  half-mile  of  a  salmon  river,  with  one  or  two 
good  holding  pools,  is  worth  a  pot  of  money  to  its 
lucky  owner. 

And  this  in  spite  of  the  adverse  seasons  that 
have  prevailed  more  or  less  during  the  past  decade. 
In  most  other  departments  of  sport  a  failure  of 
the  season  would  mean  a  fall  in  rental,  and  a  suc- 
cession of  failures  would  mean  collapse.  But  not 
so  salmon  angling.  The  more  failures  the  more  the 
rush  for  salmon  waters,  and  the  higher  the  rents 
mount  up.  During  the  past  two  years  we  have 
noted  rentals  of  £250  on  the  Dee  rising  to  £300, 
and  just  now  £700  is  being  sought  for  a  water  that 
three  years  ago  was  let  for  £500.  Thus  the  ten- 
dency is  ever  upwards.  Of  course,  it  is  the  law 
of  supply  and  demand  over  again  ;  and  this  will 
go  on  tiU  the  demand  ceases,  which,  from  all  ap- 
pearances, it  is  not  likely  to  do  for  some  time  to 
come.  G.  M. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


We  are  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  to  the  fact  that  the  ladies' 
annual  concert  will  be  held  at  the  Caxton  Hall, 
Caxton-street,  Westminster,  on  Wednesday,  Dec. 
12,  at  7.30  for  8  p.m.,  and  that  complimentary 
tickets  will  be  issued  to  the  members  on  application 
to  the  secretary  at  4,  Fett«r-lane. 

A  "  smoker  "  will  be  held  at  4,  Fetter  -  lane, 
next  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  when  the  Entertainments 
Committee  will  be  glad  to  receive  voluntary  artistes. 


FISH  SHOOTING  AT  GIBRALTAB. 

Some  years  ago  my  regiment  was  quartered 
at  Gibraltar.  "  Gib."  was  then,  and  is  now,  I 
beheve,  a  most  delightful  station  for  the  soldier. 
Its  one  drawback  in  those  days  was  the  great 
number  of  ofiicers'  guards.  These  have  now  been 
reduced,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  subalterns. 

Among  the  amusement  were  hunting  with  the 
Calpe  Hunt,  pig-sticking  in  Morocco,  shooting, 
yachting,  sea-fisMng,  bathing,  and  an  opera,  with 
plenty  of  dinners,  dances,  and  picnics  at  all  times 
of  the  year.  At  times  duty  was  monotonous,  but 
it  was  also  frequently  tempered  with  sport.  I 
myself  once  shot  a  couple  of  duck  while  on  guard 
at  the  North-West  Front,  and  the  ofi&cer  of  the 
guard  used  always  to  bathe  during  the  summer. 
But  the  fish  shooting  of  which  I  write  was,  perhaps, 
a  trifle  unsportsmanUke.  Nevertheless,  I  used 
to  enjoy  it  very  much  ;  and  the  fish  were  very 
welcome  to  the  men. 

These  fish,  which  at  Gibraltar  are  known  as 
"  rangers,"  would  never  look  at  a  bait  of  any 
kind,  and  many  times,  when  orderly  ofiicer,  have 
I  tried  to  catch  them  with  a  rod  and  line,  but 
without  success.  They  never  did  anything  but 
come  and  look  at  the  bait  and  go  away  again. 
Among  the  duties  of  the  orderly  officer  was  that 
of  inspecting  the  men's  rooms  of  a  small  detach- 
ment quartered  at  a  bastion  in  the  Line  Wall  at 
Wellington  Front.  It  was  from  the  top  of  this 
wall  that  we  used  to  shoot  the  fish. 

Picture  to  yourself  a  smooth  stone  wall,  some 
12ft.  thick  at  the  top,  sloping  very  slightly  from 
rear  to  front,  with  a  drop  of  about  35ft.,  into 
water  from  4ft.  to  12ft.  deep,  and  as  clear  as  crystal. 
Lying  down  full  length  on  a  brown  blanket,  bor- 
rowed from  the  barrack-room  underneath  (for 
the  men's  quarters  are  inside  the  wall),  let  us  look 


over  the  edge  straight  down  into  the  water.  The 
blanket  is  very  necessary,  as  the  top  of  the  wall  is 
exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  sun,  and  becomes 
uncomfortably  hot.  Possibly  not  a  fish  is  in  sight, 
but  wait — and  take  out  those  old  scraps  of  bread 
from  the  haversack,  which  our  servant.  Bullock, 
has  procured  from  the  mess  sergeant.  Throw  down 
a  few  pieces  into  the  still  water,  just  inside  the 
Camber  (a  rough  line  of  concrete  blocks,  of  all 
sizes  and  jagged  shapes,  which  runs  along  parallel 
to  the  wall  at  varying  distances  from  it,  to  break 
the  force  of  the  sea  during  a  westerly  gale).  The 
water  between  it  and  the  wall  is  generally  as  smooth 
as  glass. 

At  once  long,  dark  shadows  steal  out  from  the 
nooks  between  the  rough  rocks,  and  resolve  them- 
selves into  fish  of  different  sizes,  and  as  hungry  as 
hunters.    These  fish  grow  to  a  huge  size,  and 
may  be  shot  up  to  401b.  and  501b.  in  weight  ;  but 
they  are  very  long  for  their  weight — that  is,  the 
ranger,  of   course  ;  for   many  other  kinds  also 
appear,  the  names  of  which  I  do  not  know,  though 
they  look  hke   bream  and  bass.     The  garfish, 
however,  is  very  common  all  over  the  harbour. 
You  can  catch  him  with  a  line  anjrwhere  in  the  bay  ; 
and  very  good  eating  he  is,  too,  split  and  fried, 
with  his  green  bones  taken  out.    I  used  to  shoot 
with  a  300  rook-rifle,  made  by  Powell,  and  it  was 
the  very  size  for  this  game.    The  ranger  has,  for 
shooting  purposes,  a — to  him — most  fatal  habit. 
He  dashes  along  light-heartedly  for  several  yards 
well  below  the  surface,  and  then,  suddenly  rising, 
he  stops  his  propeller,  so  to  speak,  and  basks,  ap- 
parently to  enjoy  the  warmth  of  the  sun  on  his 
back.    He  seldom  actually  stops.    The  instant  his 
"  way  "  is  off  is  the  psychological  moment — shoot. 
I  used  to  aim  just  behind  the  head  and  about  Tin. 
under  him.    If  struck  right  there  was  never  a  kick 
left.    There  was  a  tug-of-war  rope  kept  at  Wel- 
lington Front,  and  this  we  used  to  recover  the  bag. 
Bullock,  lightly  clad,  lowered  himself  over  the 
wall  and  down  into  the  water,  while  I  held  the 
end  of  the  rope  over  the  rear  edge  of  the  wall. 
He  was  armed  with  two  joints  of  an  old  fishing-rod, 
with  a  gaft'-hook  spliced  on.     After  the  first  few 
tries,  he   never   missed  gaffing  them,  though,  of 
course,  they  were  dead,  as  a  rule,  before  he  got  to 
them.    I  used  to  shoot  as  many  as  I  wanted  for 
my  company,  or,  if  it  were  a  good  day,  and  I  had  lots 
of  time,  perhaps  enough  for  the  Band  or  Drums 
also.    After   some   practice,    it   was  astonishing 
how  accurately  one  could  hit  the  fish.    Even  small 
ones  of  a  few  pounds  weight,  travelling  quite  fast, 
could  be  bagged,  aiming  almost  unconsciously  as 
in  shooting  with  a  shot-gun.    To  anyone  whose 
time  hangs  heavily  at  "  Gib."  and  who  is  tied 
down  to  times  and  places,  and  the  routine  of  barrack 
Ufe,  this  form  of  amusement  comes  as  a  godsend. 
It  is  also  much  appreciated  by  the  men,  who  watch 
the  fun  and  reap  the  benefit.  Starlight. 


"COMMON-SENSE  IN  COAESE 
FISHING." 

Having  read  an  article  on  the  above  subject  in 
a  recent  issue,  perhaps  a  narrative  of  twenty  years' 
experience  in  angling  may  prove  quite  as  interesting 
and  not  less  instructive  than  his  lengthy  article, 
illustrations  included. 

My  experience  has  been  mainly  limited  to  still 
waters.  In  the  year  1878  my  destiny  landed  me 
in  France,  without  any  other  practice  in  the  art 
of  bottom-fishing  than  that  of  the  bent-pin  and 
bean-stalk  stage  of  childhood.  I  was  a  fair  wet- 
fly  trout  fisher,  but  beyond  that — nihil.  Trout 
fishing  was  out  of  the  question,  for  my  occupation 
was  such  that  I  could  not  go  far  afield.  I  there- 
fore laid  in  a  complete  outfit  for  fishing  in  the 
well-stocked  lake  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  and 
during  my  first  season  caught  virtually  nothing. 
It  was — 

O  !  the  angling,  with  worm  and  gentle  dangling, 
With  line  and  hook, 
No  fish  I  took. 

That  time  I  went  out  angling. 

In  fact,  I  belonged  to  the  class  to  whom  "  Baz  " 
addresses  himself. 

That  set  me  a-thinking  ;  but  I  was  too  proud 
to  ask  for  information.  I  continued  my  fruitless 
efforts  till  I  came  across  a  very  skilful  Englishman, 
who,  after  examining  my  tackle,  showed  me  his, 
and  during  the  following  twelve  years  I  never 
returned  home  without  a  full  creel. 

How  did  this  happen  ?    In  the  first  place,  my 


rod  was  wrong,  then  my  line  was  wrong,  and  my 
baits  were  wrong.  To  explain  why,  I  must  state 
that  the  lake  was  an  artificial  basin,  with  an  asphalt 
bottom,  supplied  with  river  water  pumped  in  con- 
stantly from  the  Seine  at  one  end  and  running  out 
at  the  other.  It  was  as  clear  as  crystal,  and  in 
most  places  not  over  3ft.  deep.  To  fish  fine  and 
far  off  was  a  sine  qua  non.  I  promptly  discarded 
my  12ft.  rod,  and  got  a  reed  rod  18ft.  long,  a  very 
fine-dressed  silk  line  of  exactly  the  same  length, 
and  hooks  mounted  on  the  finest  horsehair  (No. 
14  or  16),  the  float  a  tiny  red-topped  quill  under 
4in.  long. 

The  explanation  of  this  change  will  suggest 
itself  to  any  mind  capable  of  reasoning  as  to  cause 
and  effect.  Firstly,  in  such  clear  water  it  is  desir- 
able to  fish  as  far  as  possible  from  the  float,  so  that 
the  fish  may  not  be  alarmed  by  your  presence : 
II  jaut  pecher  au  large,  as  the  French  say.  Next, 
you  can  strike  direct  from  the  rod-point.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  when  I  took  to  using  horsehair 
for  my  casting  line,  it  became  unnecessary  to  strike 
at  all,  for  the  line  can  be  lifted  off  the  water  up  to 
the  float  without  disturbing  a  biting  fish,  and  the 
springy  top  of  the  rod  fixes  the  hook  directly  the 
line  tightens.  But  the  whole  secret  of  success 
lies  in  the  mounting  of  the  tackle.  I  have  observed 
that  while  in  lakes  and  other  still  waters  the  small 
fry  move  backwards  and  forwards  in  midwater, 
the  big  fish  move  close  to  the  bottom  in  search  of 
food.  Wliat,  then,  more  natural  than  that  they 
should  pick  up  any  edible  object — bread-paste, 
wheat  or  gentle — that  they  come  across.  In  the 
lake  in  question  a  large  number  of  water -fowl  are 
kept,  and  are  fed  daily  at  a  fixed  hour.  The  fish 
naturally  follow  them,  in  order  to  pick  up  any 
morsels  that  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  hungry 
birds,  and  reach  the  bottom.  Some  of  the  largest  fish 
are  caught  in  the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  the  ravenous 
birds,  and  not  unfrequently  the  latter  dive  for  a 
bait  while  it  is  sinking  and  hook  themselves.  Young 
ducks  most  readily  fall  into  the  temptation,  and 
it  is  vastly  amusing  to  see  the  frantic  mother  fling 
herself  against  the  line  in  order  to  try  and  break 
it  while  her  offspring  is  being  landed,  and  then 
inflict  upon  it  a  sound  drubbing  when  it  is  released, 
as  a  warning  "  not  to  do  it  again." 

But  all  this  is  a  digression.  The  infereqce  is  that 
bread,  or  something  as  near  like  it  as  possible,  is 
the  most  killing  bait.  The  angler,  therefore,  buys 
a  piece  of  bread  fresh  from  the  oven,  pinches  off 
a  small  bit,  squeezes  up  one  corner  to  the  consistency 
of  dough,  and  fixes  the  small  hook  in  it  so  that  it 
is  completely  embedded,  while  the  rest  is  intact. 
Any  of  the  fish  in  the  lake,  whether  carp,  bream, 
roach,  gudgeon,  or  even  perch,  will 

Greedily  devour  the  treacherous  bait, 
and  the  angler  returns  home  with  a  full  basket. 

In  accordance  with  the  theory  above  enunciated, 
I  used  one  very  small  shot  fixed  about  lOin.  from 
the  hook,  and  plumbed  the  depth  so  that  it  lay  on 
the  bottom.  When  a  fish  comes  along  it  picks  up 
the  bait  with  confidence,  and  there  is  virtually 
no  impediment  to  his  carrying  it  off.  It  is,  there- 
fore, time  enough  to  strike  when  the  float  moves 
under  water.  Another  advantage  of  this  method 
of  fishing  is  that  owing  to  the  absence  of  heavy 
lead  the  bait  is  frequently  seized  before  it  reaches 
the  bottom. 

Daring  the  last  fourteen  years  of  my  life  in  Paris 
I  cane  over  each  July  or  August,  and  spent  a  fort- 
night on  the  Great  Ouse,  between  St.  Ives  and 
Huntingdon,  where  I  had  splendid  sport  in  the 
deep  backwater  at  Hemingford  Abbot,  the  overflow 
pool  above  it.  known  as  the  Four-gate  Pit,  the 
mill-pools  at  Houghton  and  Hemingford  Grey,  and 
also  in  the  river  itself.  Unfortunately,  the  back- 
water is  no  longer  worth  fishing,  for  since  Houghton 
Mill  has  been  set  going  again  there  is,  no  flow,  and 
the  "  finny  spoil "  have  deserted  the  fe^ch  for  the 
main  river. 

Since  my  return  to  England  I  have  found  the 
method  above  described  as  successful  as  it  was  in 
France.  Not  the  least  of  its  merit  is  that  one 
never  takes  any  small  fish.  During  the  past 
autumn  I  have  been  fishing  a  stretch  of  the  Kennet 
and  Avon  Canal  off  and  on  for  two  months,  and 
though  my  captures  of  fish  above  1  lb.  have  been 
Like  angels'  visits,  few  and  far  between, 

my  daily  average  weight  has  never  been  below 
^Ib.  To  the  true  angler  a  dozen  pounds  of  half- 
pounders  on  horsehair  tackle  is  better  sport  than 
401b.  of  "  tiddlers  "  on  thick  gut. 

A.  W.  Alton. 
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A  DAY  ON  THE  JACQUET. 


(Continued  from  page  386.) 

We  kept  the  fly  from  the  water  a  few  minutes» 
and  then  I  resumed  my  casting,  covering  the  basin 
everywhere  until  I  had  enough  hne  out  to  enable 
me  to  reach  the  rock,  when  I  carefully  dropped 
my  lure  on  the  farther  side  of  the  eddy  as  I  had 
done  before,  and  allowing  it  to  sink  again,  I  slowly 
began  to  recover.  The  fly  was  pretty  deep  in  the 
water,  and  as  I  was  facing  the  sun  I  could  not 
watch  it  as  it  moved  toward  me,  but  as  it  passed 
the  rock  and  swung  into  the  eddy  I  felt  a  heavy 
tug,  and  raising  my  rod  sharply  to  strike  the  hook 
well  home,  I  found  I  was  fast  to  a  heavy  fish. 
For  a  few  moments  the  salmon  paid  no  attention 
to  the  strain  that  was  put  on  it,  and  appeared  to 
regard  almost  with  disdain  the  dehcate  casting  line, 
which  seemed  a  frail  thing  indeed  to  put  any 
restraint  on  the  movements  of  a  large  fish. 

It  soon  began  to  move,  however,  in  a  short  circle 
around  the  rock,  and  then  returned  and  settled  in 
the  bottom  of  the  pool  from  which  it  had  risen  to 
my  fly ;  it  evidently  failed  to  take  Ln  the  situation, 
and  hardly  seemed  inconvenienced  by  the  presence 
of  the  hook  in  its  jaw. 

I  dallied  with  my  fish  a  few  moments,  permitting 
it  to  remain  quiescent  in  the  deep  water,  but  as  it 
showed  no  intention  of  moving  I  lifted  my  rod 
and  put  on  as  severe  a  strain  as  I  thought  my 
leader  could  stand,  and  then  came  the  awakening. 

The  salmon,  with  a  rush  swifter  than  that  of  an 
express  train,  darted  to  the  further  extremity  of 
the  pool,  causing  my  big  reel  to  sing  that  melody 
which  is  so  sweet  to  the  angler's  ears  ;  then  to  the 
head  of  the  basin  it  darted  as  if  it  were  determined 
to  ascend  the  quick  water  above,  but  changing  its 
course  as  it  entered  the  swirls  and  eddies  it  darted 
back  to  its  former  lurking  place,  from  which  it 
made  three  leaps  high  in  the  air  in  almost  as  many 
seconds. 

I  recovered  my  line  as  rapidly  as  possible  in  order 
that  it  might  not  foul  against  a  rock  or  piece  of 
drift  stuff,  for  the  salmon  in  making  its  runs  had 
formed  a  wide  bight  that  might  cause  an  accident. 

While  I  was  packing  my  hne  on  the  reel  the  fish 
resumed  its  wild  leaps,  and  I  had  all  I  coidd  do 
to  prevent  the  line  from  being  fallen  upon  and 
broken  by  the  salmon. 

Across  the  pool  it  darted  again,  and  then  started 
for  the  outlet,  but  Hiram,  who  had,  possibly  in 
anticipation  of  such  action,  stationed  himseK  at  a 
point  close  to  the  channel,  thrashed  the  water  with 
the  handle  of  his  gaff,  and  turned  the  fish  back  into 
the  pool ;  if  it  had  succeeded  in  entering  the  quick 
water  I  could  not  possibly  have  saved  it,  for  a  short 
distance  from  the  outlet  began  a  stretch  of  white 
rapids,  down  which  it  would  have  been  impossible 
for  me  to  follow  it. 

Back  to  the  eddy  below  the  rock  the  salmon  now 
returned  and  sank  to  the  bottom,  where  it  remained 
motionless. 

"  That's  a  fine  ffth,  and  a  gamy  one,  too,"  ex- 
claimed the  guide  who  had  returned  to  my  casting 
stand.  "  She  is  as  bright  as  a  new  silver  dollar, 
and  for  a  female  a  plucky  fighter,  too." 

"  I  thought  it  was  a  female,"  I  answered,  "  her 
head  was  too  short  and  shapely  for  that  of  a  male 
fish  ;  but  we  must  not  let  her  rest  there  too  long. 
She's  trying  to  get  her  second  wind,  or  else  endea- 
vouring to  rub  the  hook  out  of  her  mouth." 

"  That's  right,  too,"  rephed  the  guide,  "  she's  too 
quick  there,  altogether  ;  I  will  start  her  out  of 
that." 

At  these  words  he  threw  several  large  stones  into 
the  water  just  below  the  boulder,  which  fell  with  a  loud 
splash  ;  the  effect  was  electrical,  for  the  affrighted 
fish  left  its  lurking  place,  and  with  a  wild  rush 
started  across  the  pool  just  as  it  had  done  before. 

What  a  silvery  beauty  she  was  as  she  leaped 
high  in  the  air  in  her  efforts  to  release  herself  from 
the  inexorable  thong  which  held  her. 

At  length  she  adopted  new  tactics  and  darted 
about  deep  in  the  water,  evidently  endeavouring  to 
foul  the  line,  which  was  followed  by  a  series  of 
cork-screw  movements  such  as  the  salmon  fre- 
quently resorts  to  in  its  efforts  to  twist  the  hook 
from  its  mouth. 

"  She's  a  crafty  one,  and  no  mistake,"  exclaimed 
the  guide.  "  I'll  bet  my  boots  she's  been  hooked 
before." 

She's  becoming  tired,  however,"  I  continued, 
"  the^heavy  strain  of  my  rod  has  been  too  much 
for  her." 


"  Yes,"  answered  Hiram,  "  no  fish  could  stand 
that  rod  ;  why,  you  have  been  giving  her  the  butt 
half  the  time." 

"  I  know  it,"  I  replied,  "  I  did  not  want  to  dally 
with  her  too  much,  for  we've  a  long  distance  to 
travel  and  some  nice  pools  yet  to  fish." 

The  salmon  now  yielding  to  the  steady  lift  of  my 
rod,  abandoned  the  lower  depth  of  the  pool  and 
moved  nearer  the  surface  ;  it  still  had  considerable 
fighting  strength  left,  but  its  leaping  powers  were 
a  thing  of  the  past,  runs  of  greater  or  less  length  it 
made,  but  they  gradually  lost  their  electric  dash. 
At  last,  coming  to  the  surface,  she  circled  about 
aimlessly,  and  finally,  completely  conquered,  she  lay 
on  her  side,  almost  motionless. 

"  She's  done  for  !  "  exclaimed  the  guide,  as  I 
stepped  back  as  far  as  I  could,  drawing  the  fish 
toward  him  and  raising  my  rod. 

"  She's  done  for,  and  here  she  is,"  he  added,  as 
with  a  quick  movement  of  the  gaff  he  landed  the 
salmon  on  the  beach. 

"  Yes,  she's  a  beauty,  and  no  mistake,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  not  so  very  heavy  but  clean  and  bright  and 
as  fat  as  a  seal." 

The  fish  scaled  but  121b.,  but  hke  all  salmon 
just  up  from  the  sea,  she  was  plucky  and  strong. 

"  Well,  Hiram,"  I  exclaimed,  "  we  have  stirred 
up  this  pool  pretty  thoroughly,  and  if  there  is 
another  salmon  left  in  it  our  chances  for  getting 
it  seem  to  me  to  be  pretty  shm  just  now  ;  what 
do  you  think  ?  " 

"  You  are  right,  sir,"  he  rephed,  "  there's  a 
number  of  pools  below  us  as  good  as  this,  and 
perhaps  we'd  better  be  moving,  the  water  is  pretty 
low,  and  some  of  us  may  have  to  do  considerable 
wading  to  get  the  canoe  over  the  shoal  places." 

"  AU  right,  Hiram,  WiUiara  had  better  bring  the 
canoe  over  here  and  we  wiU  start." 

"  Yes,"  answered  the  guide,  and  calling  to  his 
brother  to  bring  the  birch  over  he  gathered  some 
long  branches  of  brakes,  which  he  wrapped  about 
om:  fish  to  protect  it  from  the  sun,  and  when  the 
canoe  shd  up  on  the  pebbly  beach  he  laid  the 
salmon  tenderly  with  the  other  fish  which  Charhe 
Boy  had  packed  in  the  bow. 

It  required  but  a  short  time  for  us  to  re-embark, 
and  obedient  to  the  setting  poles  the  canoe  swung 
out  into  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  in  a  few  seconds 
we  entered  that  long  stretch  of  white  rapids  which 
lay  between  us  and  the  next  pool  below. 

If  there  is  anything  more  wildly  exhilarating 
than  the  passage  of  a  series  of  rapids  I  have  yet 
to  experience  it ;  tobogganing  seems  tame  sport 
in  comparison  with  it,  as  does  also  the  bicyclist's 
flying  "  coast  "  down  a  steep  hiU.  The  wild  roar 
of  the  rapids,  the  dashing  of  the  white  water  against 
submerged  boulders  and  ledges,  throwing  it  some- 
times many  feet  in  the  air  and  dashing  the  spray 
all  around  ;  the  quick  and  skilful  turn  of  the  bow 
of  the  canoe  from  the  jagged  top  of  a  ledge,  which, 
if  it  were  touched  by  the  thin  birch,  would  send  the 
frail  covering  asunder,  in  which  case  the  lives  of 
the  voyagers  would  be  put  in  the  greatest  peril, 
for  no  swimmer  could  successfully  buffet  against 
the  great  force  of  the  rushing  water  ;  the  velocity 
with  which  the  canoe  shoots  down  one  steep  inchne 
after  another  ;  the  wonderful  dexterity  with  which 
the  man  in  the  bow  avoids  the  many  hidden  dangers, 
steering  the  canoe  into  the  only  channel  that  is 
available  ;  the  sharp  click  of  the  iron-shod  poles 
striking  the  rocks,  first  on  one  side  and  then  on 
the  other,  sometimes  holding  the  canoe  almost 
motionless  against  the  tumultuous  rush  while  the 
man  in  the  stern  swings  the  craft  to  this  side  or 
that,  as  the  case  may  be,  steering  it  with  a  dexterity 
and  accuracy  which  only  long  experience  and  great 
muscular  powers  can  make  possible  ;  all  these  com- 
bine to  make  the  passage  of  the  quick  water- 
brief  though  it  is  sometimes,  occupying  but  a  minute 
or  two— an  episode  into  which  is  crowded  a  degree 
of  excitement  such  as  is  hardly  ever  found  else- 
where. 

Our  passage  down  was  quickly  made,  too  quickly, 
in  fact,  for  I  dishked  the  abrupt  termination  of 
an  exhilaration  that  was  well-nigh  intoxicating,  and 
as  we  glided  into  the  quiet  pool  below  the  sudden 
change  was  almost  depressing.  The  water  in  this 
broad  basin  was  shallow  and  clear,  and  as  we  quietly 
moved  upon  its  surface  we  were  able  to  examine  it 
at  every  point. 

"  Nary  a  salmon  here,"  exclaimed  William, 
peering  into  the  water  from  time  to  time,  "  but 
there's  some  jolly  big  sea-trout  under  those  alders 
on  the  other  side,  and  you  might  pick  out  a  few 
if  you  wish." 


As  I  had  nothing  set  up  except  my  heavy  salmon 
rod  I  did  not  care  to  bother  with  them,  for  I  con- 
sider that  only  the  lightest  tackle  should  be  used 
in  angling  for  trout,  but  Charlie  Boy,  who  was 
equipped  with  a  quite  light  rod,  succeeded  in 
bringing  to  the  landing-net  half  a  dozen  beautiful 
fish. 

"  I  guess  you've  got  all  the  best  ones,"  at  length 
said  Hiram.  "  Of  course  you  can  get  them  all,  for 
there's  nothing  bashful  about  a  sea-trout  in  taking 
a  fly  ;  it  will  come  at  any  and  all  times,  mostly 
when  you  don't  want  it,  but  it  will  hardly  pay  to 
wait  for  those  little  fellows  over  yonder." 

"  Yes,"  I  responded,  "  we  have  all  the  trout  we 
can  dispose  of,  and  we  had  better  be  moving." 

The  setting  poles  were  again  brought  into  action, 
and  we  were  soon  moving  down  the  river.  During 
the  next  seven  or  eight  miles  our  journey  was 
uneventful,  almost  monotonous  ;  short  bits  of 
rapids  alternated  with  shallow,  colourless  pools  and 
long  stretches  of  water  so  shoal  that  we  were  all 
obliged  to  leave  the  canoe  and  wade,  dragging  the 
birch  and  sometimes  almost  Hfting  it  over  the 
shallow  places.  Of  course,  fishing  was  entirely  out 
of  the  question,  and  all  of  us  began  to  long  for  the 
termination  of  that  laborious  struggle.  At  length 
the  channel  of  the  river  became  narrower  and  come- 
quently  deeper  as  we  approached  tidewater,  and 
we  gladly  resumed  our  position  in  the  canoe. 

The  increased  depth  of  the  water  enabled  the 
guides  to  lay  aside  their  setting  poles  and  use  the 
paddles,  and  we  ghded  from  one  pool  to  another, 
thoroughly  testing  each  with  the  fly,  but  finding 
nothing  except  a  brace  of  grilse  worth  the  catching. 

At  last  we  approached  the  famous  Flat  Rock 
Pool,  the  lowest  on  the  river,  a  pool  from  which 
salmon  almost  without  number  have  been  taken, 
and,  early  in  the  season,  a  great  many  sea-trout, 
4  and  5-pounders,  which  follow  the  smelts  in  from 
the  bay.  t.-  ■ 

In  this  pool  we  expected  to  fitnd  at  least  one 
good  salmon,  for  those  fish  always  make  it  their 
first  halting  place  when  coming  'in  from  the  salt 
water.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  basin  was  a  con- 
siderable stretch  of  beach  composed  of  pebbles  and 
small  stones,  from  which  casting-place  the  angler 
could  cover  nearly  the  whole  pool  with  his  fly, 
although  to  reach  the  deep  water  at  the  lower  end 
would  require  a  very  long  cast.  SteppLag  ashore  on 
this  beach  I  prepared  my  tackle  for  service,  while 
Charhe  Boy  and  the  guides  lighted  a  fire  for  the 
purpose  of  preparing  a  meal,  of  which  we  were  all 
greatly  in  need,  nothing  but  a  few  biscuits  having 
been  eaten  by  us  during  that  long  journey  down  the 
river. 

The  Flat  Rock,  as  it  is  called,  is  the  nose  of  a 
large  ledge  which  juts  far  out  into  the  river,  and 
at  its  extreme  point  the  water  is  quite  deep  and 
fuU  of  circling  eddies.  Its  colour  was  also  quite 
dark,  probably  in  consequence  of  the  stream  having 
been  fed  by  several  brooks  which  flowed  through 
swamps  and  meadow  lands  a  short  distance  away. 
To  meet  this  condition  I  selected  a  medium-sized 
Durham  Ranger,  which  I  afiSxed  to  my  leader,  and 
moving  down  to  the  farther  hmit  of  the  httle  beach, 
I  made  my  first  offering. 

It  was  an  ideal  afternoon  for  fly-fishing,  the  rays 
of  the  sun  being  hidden  by  great  masses  of  clouds, 
and  a  rather  brisk  breeze  was  blowing  down  the 
stream,  covering  the  surface  of  the  pool  with  httle 
flecks  of  foam  which  danced  about  on  the  rippled 
surface  of  the  water. 

All  the  upper  portion  of  the  pool  I  covered  in 
the  most  thorough  maimer,  for  one  never  knows 
when  or  where  a  salmon  will  rise,  and  then  lengthen- 
ing my  line  more  and  more,  I  finally  dropped,  my 
lure  in  the, big  eddy  in  the  middle  of  the  basin. 

The  fly  had  hardly  sunk  below  the  surface  and 
received  the  first  drag  before  a  response  came,  and 
hfting  my  rod  rather  sharply,  I  found  that  I  had 
hooked  a  goodly  fish. 

"  Cree-e-e  !  "  how  my  big  reel  sang  as  the  salmon 
darted  down  the  pool  apparently  determined  to 
return  to  salt  water.  Of  course,  no  tackle  could 
check  that  mad  rush,  but  I  hfted  my  rod  and  put 
on  all  the  strain  I  dared  ;  fortunately,  the  fish 
returned  to  the  deep  water  of  the  pool,  where  it 
began  a  series  of  wonderful  leaps  such  as  I  had 
hardly  ever  before  witnessed. 

The  salmon  seemed  to  be  in  the  air  quite  as  much 
as  in  the  water,  and  one  would  almost  imagine 
there  were  three  or  four  of  them  leaping  simultane- 
ously, so  rapidly  did  it  move  from  one  part  of  the 
basin  to  another. 

"  That's   a   mighty   active   fish ! "  exclaimed 
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William,  ■who,  gaff  in  hand,  stood  beside  me.  "  If 
he  keeps  on  leaping  like  that  he  wiU  play  himself 
out,  for  sure.  Why,  he's  as  hvely  as  a  grilse,  and 
he's  jumping  all  over  the  pool  in  the  same  breath." 

The  guide's  prediction  proved  correct,  for  by  one 
of  those  odd  chances  which  occur  in  every  salmon 
angler's  experience,  the  fish  seemed  to  disdain 
going  to  the  bottom  to  sulk,  or  to  resort  to  any 
of  those  artifices  which  the  salmon  usually  employ 
to  obtain  their  freedom.  He  fought  steadily  and 
pluckily,  but  always  near  the  surface,  never  pausing 
a  moment  to  get  his  second  wind,  but  keeping  up 
the  pace  until  his  exhaustion  was  complete.  Bkept 
my  hne  well  under  control,  and  was  soon  convinced 
that  the  struggle  was  to  be  short,  sharp,  and  decisive. 
In  fact,  so  short  was  the  battle  I  was  before  ten 
minutes  had  passed  rapidly  moving  up  the^beach 
leading  my  fish,  which  lay  upon  his  side,  to»^a 
pointlwhere  WiUiam  could  reach  him  with  the  gaff. 

"  Hurrah  !  "  exclaimed  Charhe  Boy,  "  that's  a 
good  15-pounder,  and  you  made  quick  work''of 
him,  one  barb  of  your  hook  has  gone  through  his 
tongue  and  the  other  into  his  jaw ;  no  fish  could 
resist  that  long,  and  he  just  had  to  come  to  the 
gaff.  And  now  let's  eat,"  he  added,  "  we've  got  a 
broiled  grilse,  some  fried  sea-trout,  boiled  potatoes 
and  other  fixings,  and  I  daresay  you  are  as  sharp 
set  as^the  rest  of  us." — Edwabd  A.  Samuels,  in 
Forest  and  Stream. 


THKEE  BEACE  WEIGHING 
550LBS. 


Heeewith  is  presented  a  notable  catch  of  tar- 
pon, made  at  Indian  Key,  Fla.,  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Shattuc,  of  Cincinnati,  0.    The  six  silver  kings 


W.  B.  SHATTUC,  OP  CINCINNATI,  O.,  WITH  HIS  GBEAT 
CATCH  OF  TABPON. 

were  captured  in  four  hours'  time,  with  the  rod 
and  reel  shown  in  the  hand  of  the  angler.  These 
tarpons  weighed  1201b.,  1001b.,  901b.,  75lb.,  801b., 
and  851b.  respectively. — American  Field. 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlinq  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  hqoH  ever 
ivrittenon  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette, 


THE  PAEK-KEEPEK'S  STOEY. 


Slowly,  meditatively,  we,  the  keeper  and  I, 
strolled  to  and  fro  upon  the  pleasant  greensward 
that,  skirted  by  tall  elms  and  chestnuts,  slopes 
gracefully  down  from  the  Round  Pond  to  the  Hyde 
Park  river.  Before  us,  silhouetted  against  the  sky, 
where  shone  the  last  lingering  gleams  of  the  summer 
sunset,  stood  the  old  Palace  of  Kensington.  Behind 
us,  the  reflection  of  many  lamps  shimmering  on  its 
darkening  waters,  lay  the  Serpentine,  and  all  around 
us,  broken  only  by  the  distant  roar  of  London's 
ceaseless  traffic,  was  the  calm  peacefulness  of  night. 

The  gardens  were  closed — "All  out"  had  long 
since  been  called — the  young  couples  and  the  old 
couples,  hurrjang,  bustling  youth  and  faltering, 
creeping  age,  the  pretty  nursemaids  and  the  merry, 
romping  children  all  had  passed  out,  each  with  his 
own  joys  and  sorrows,  out  through  the  great  iron 
gateway  into  the  world  beyond. 

The  Round  Pond,  the  children's  "  little  ocean  " 
that  is  by  day  a  crowded  highway  teeming  with  craft 
for  ever  sailing  to  the  distant  shore,  lay  now  un- 
ruffled and  serene,  its  surface  undisturbed  save  for 
a  tiny  boat  that  drifted  waterlogged  and  helpless 
on  the  dreary  waste  of  waters.  "  Ought  never  to 
ha'  bin  launched,"  the  keeper  said,  looking  severely 
at  the  offending  speck.  "Twarn't  never  made  for 
to  sail,  'cept  p'raps  in  a  pail  or  wash-tub.  But 
there,"  he  continued,  his  voice  softening  as  he 
spoke,  "  'twill  drift  ashore  by  morning,  or  if  it 
don't  mayhap  I'll  somehow  find  another  'un  for 
little  Bill.  I'm  to  know  it,"  he  said,  "because  its 
got  a  patchwork  sail  and  no  rudder,  leastaways 
that's  what  the  boy  said,  and  I  aint  agoin'  for  to 
disbelieve  little  Bill." 

I  wondered  who  little  Bill  might  be,  and  said  so 
— the  eon  of  an  old  comrade  it  seemed,  and  a  great 
friend  of  the  kindly  keeper.  So  I  doubt  not  that 
even  if  the  toy-shop  vessel  did  sink,  with  all  hands, 
another  and  a  better  has  since  taken  its  place. 

We  had  turned  to  the  right-about  now  and  were 
pacing  gently  down  the  avenue  towards  the  Ser- 
pentine. Among  the  trees  the  darkness  seemed 
very  dark,  while  ahead  of  us  the  lamps  threw 
flickering  gleams  of  light  like  so  many  fiery  ser- 
pents darting  across  the  black  still  water.  The 
keeper  was  silent,  and  I  wondered  what  his  thoughts 
might  be.  I  was  indeed  considering  the  advisa- 
bility of  offering  him  the  proverbial  penny,  or, 
better  still,  the  "  price  of  a  pint,"  for  them,  when 
he  suddenly  came  to  a  halt,  and  asked  me  the 
following  strange  question :  "  You  aint  never  seen 
a  crocodile,  I  s'pose,  sir  ?  "  I  had  "  at  the  Zoo, 
not  anywhere  else,"  I  admitted.  "Never  had  one 
come  up  alongside  kinder  friendly  like,  looking  as 
if  he  could  swallow  you  up,  sir  ?  " 

The  conversation  was  taking  a  somewhat  alarm- 
ing turn.  Could  the  keeper  have  a  tame  one,  I 
pondered? — stranger  pets  have  been  known.  I 
gazed  anxiously  about,  looking  for  the  easiest  tree 
to  climb  should  things  come  to  the  worst,  "  No," 
I  said,  starting  slightly  as  a  long,  low,  black  object 
caught  my  eye.  "No,  I've  never  had  the  good 
luck  to  be  as  near  one  as  that."  What  ivas  that 
dark,  motionless  thing  that  lay  before  us  ?  A  seat, 
of  course.  I  breathed  freely  again,  and  secretly 
hoped  the  keeper  had  not  noticed  my  alarm. 

"  Would  you  care  to  hear  a  story,  sir— 'taint  a 
very  long  story,  nor  a  very  wonderful  one,  but  it's 
just  the  tale  of  why  I  looked  an  old  man  before 
my  time,  and  why  Matilda,"  the  keeper  sighed, 
"  married  someone  else." 

Feeling  satisfied  now  that  the  crocodile  was  a 
thing  of  the  past,  and  not  a  present  danger  likely 
at  any  moment  to  dart  fiercely  upon  me  from 
amongst  the  trees,  I  relit  my  pipe,  gave  the  keeper 
a  fill,  and  falling  once  more  into  line  and  step 
begged  him  to  commence. 

*'  Well,  sir,  'tis  a  matter  of  five  and  twenty  years 
ago,  and  the  old  regiment,"  he  paused  to  perform 
a  solemn  salute,  "  the  old  regiment  was  on  active 
service  eighty  miles  from  Alexandria  on  the  Nile. 
We'd  been  laid  by  for  three  weeks  or  more  awaiting 
reinforcements,  and  what  with  the  hot  sun  by  day 
and  the  cold  wind  by  night,  and  very  httle  fighting 
to  keep  us  amused  and  no  beer,  we  was  getting 
pretty  tired  of  that  dusty,  sandy  desert." 

The  keeper's  exact  description  of  the  desert  I 
shall  not  give — indeed,  I  have  been  trying  to  forget 
it  ever  since,  for  as  the  old  song  says,  "some 
words  are  better  left  unspoken,"  but  he  evidently 
intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  he  (and  the  old  regiment)  found 


themselves  was  an  arid,  dry,  barren,  and  unprofit- 
able plateau. 

"Well,"  I  said,  seeing  that  he  paused  for 
breath,  after  his  splendid  descriptive  effort. 
"  Well,  and  so  for  a  little  amusement  you  went 
crocodile  hunting,  eh?"  "Oh,  no,  we  didn't, 
sir,  oh,  no,  we  didn't;  but  if  you  was  to  say 
they  hunted  us — me  and  Bill  that  is — you'd  be  a 
good  bit  nearer  the  mark  I  can  tell  you.  You  see  " 
— he  went  on  warming  to  the  story — "you  see. 
Bill  was  an  angler,  member  of  the  Tooting 
Tiddler  Takers,  or  some  such  club.  I  can't  abide 
fishing  myself,  sir,  nor  you  neither,  I  don't  sup- 
pose ?"  I  explained  to  him  that  no  keener  fisher- 
man than  I  was  to  be  found  in  all  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Merrie  England — no.  not  even  "  Bill " 
himself.    "Why,"  I  began.  "I  remember  once 

catching  a  pike  as  "  "  Pardon  me,  sir,  pardon 

me,"  interrupted  the  keeper,  in  some  haste,  "we'll 
go  back  to  Alexandria,  if  you  please."  "  Right," 
I  said,  "  tell  me  about  the  crocodile,  I'm  listening." 
"  Well,  sir.  Bill's  little  lot  used  to  meet  at  the 
Blue  Cow  " — a  house  I  frequented  myself — "  and 
having  been  invited  to  a  supper  or  two  and  a 
friendly  sing-song  in  the  club-room  with  Bill.  I 
was  indebted  like,  you  understand,  and  couldn't 
very  well  say  '  no  '  when  he  proposed  a  little  bit  of 
sport  in  the  Nile.  Bill  he  says  'the  Nile's  a 
river,'  he  says,  •  and  where  there's  a  river  there's 
fish.'  'Like  enough,'  says  I,  hoping  to  put  him 
off  it ;  '  and  what  good  are  they  when  you've  got 
'em  ? — answer  me  that.'  '  More  good  than  when 
you  ain't  got  'em,'  he  snaps  back,  sharp  like ;  he 
never  could  forgive  me  being  no  fisherman,  sir. 
Well,  we  argued  a  bit  more — outside  the  lines 
it  were — and  three  days  in  cells  that  meant, 
as  I  told  him.  But  old  Bill  he  turned  nasty. 
'  'Taint  the  cells,  it's  the  fuzziea  you're  afraid 
of,'  he  says.  'Next  time  there's  a  little  fun 
on,  you'd  better  cut  your  chin  shaving  and  go 
sick  in  'orspital.'  That  done  it,  sir.  'Bill,'  I 
tells  him,  speaking  slow  and  wonderful  solemn, 
'  Bill,  I'm  agoing  fishing  to-night,  and  if  you  cares 
to  join,  me,  you're  welcome,  if  not,  I'm  off  alone.' 
So  we  fixed  it  up  then  and  there,  and  I  tipped 
cookie  the  word — on  the  quiet,  mind  you,  for  it 
didn't  do  to  chaff  old  Bill  about  fishing — to  look 
out  for  allergator  pie  or  crocodile  stew,  or  some 
such  high-class  dishes,  for  the  next  week  or  two. 
Well,  sir,  the  evening  comes,  and  the  expedition 
sets  out.  Bill,  he'd  made  a  couple  of  rods  and  got 
some  line  and  hooks  and  bait,  and — bar  beer — we 
was  as  much  like  a  real  fishing  party  as  could  be. 
Well,  we  gets  safely  down  to  the  river,  and  old 
Bill  he  chucks  out  and  gives  me  a  rod  to  hold 
while  he  gets  the  other  ready.  Well,  sir,  I  ain't  a 
fisherman,  never  shall  be,  so  after  sitting  there  an 
hour  or  two  and  no  bites.  I  begins  to  feel  a  littlfc 
bit  tired  of  it.  But  old  Bill  he  was  that  pleased 
and  happy  I  hadn't  the  heart  to  leave  him — said  it 
put  him  in  mind  of  the  Regent's  Canal,  he  did ; 
and  that  set  me  off  a-thinking  of  home  and  Matilda 
and  the  old  Blue  Cow,  and  made  me  feel  a  bit  saddish 
like ;  so  I  turns  to  him  and  whispers — cause  you 
mus'n't  speak  loud  or  it  drives  the  fish  away — '  I'm 
agoing  to  sleep  for  a  bit,  don't  catch  'em  all.' 
And  with  that  I  did  go  to  sleep,  and  it's  a  lucky 
job  I  ever  woke  up  again.  Well,  sir,  I  was 
a-dreamlng  something  beautiful  about  Matilda 
and  the  Blue  Cow  —  just  outside  the  park 
gates  it  is,  maybe  you  know  it,  sir  ?  "■  Now 
it  occurred  to  me  that  a  negative  nod  would 
lead  to  my  being  shown  the  building  forthwith  ; 
so  I  gave  him  a  strong  affirmative,  and  well 
satisfied  that  the  famous  hostelry  and  I  were 
no  strangers,  he  continued  the  relation  of  his  ad- 
ventures. "I'd  a  handed  old  Bill  his  pint,  for 
'twas  just  like  real  life  this  dream,  ye  see,  and  had 
wished  him  luck,  and  was  just  raising  the  mug  to 
my  lips  when  suddenly  it  was  dashed  out  of  my 
hand  on  to  the  ground.  I  turns  round  sharp  and 
lets  go  straight  with  my  left  and  lands  on  some- 
thing mighty  hard,  and — well,  then  I  woke,  sir,  and 
for  a  minute  I  was  fair  dazed — there  weren't  no 
Bill,  and  there  weren't  no  Blue  Cow,  and  .  there 
weren't  no  beer."  "  What  was  it,"  I  asked,  laugh- 
ing, "had  you  got  a  bite  ?  "- 

"  'Twas  naught  to  laugh  at,  I  can  tell  you,"  said 
the  keeper,  speaking  sharply  ;  "  a  man  who's  lost 
a  pint — even  though  it's  only  a  dream  pint — and 
been  caught  by  the  Fuzzies  and  finds  himself  being 
tied  up  with  his  own  fishing-line  ain't,  wonderful 
much  inclined  to  laugh.'''  I  hastened  to  apologise, 
and  to  suggest  that  the  lost  pint  might  be  put 
right  later,  and  the  keeper  having  assented  with  a 
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moUifled  grunt,  refilled  his  pipe  and  continued  his 
story. 

"There  was  four  of  'em,  two  was  roping  me 
up  with  the  line,  the  third  was  holding  a  jaboo— 
native  spear  that  is — to  my  throat,  and  t'other 
was  a-sitting  down  on  that  nice  sandy  desert  what 
I  told  you  about  just  now  and  a-rubbing  his  head 
and  cursing  in  Fuzzie  talk  in  a  manner  most 
pleasing  to  behold  ;  he  must  have  been  the  one  as 
spilled  my  beer  and  got  landed  one  for  doing  it !  " 

"Well,  thinks  I.  I  hope  they'll  give  me  time 
just  to  tell  old  Bill  exactly  what  my  opinion  of' 
him  and  fishing  is  afore  they  kills  me.  I  felt  I 
could  die  happier  like,"  continued  the  keeper,  "  if 
I  could  have  a  little  straight  talk  with  him  first, 
but  Bill  he'd  gone,  hooked  it,  left  me  in  the  lurch, 
so  I  turns  to  and  tells  them  Puzzies  a  few  facts,  and 
what  they  didn't  know  about  their  own  characters 
by  the  time  I'd  done  with  'em  wasn't  my  fault. 
I  says,  '  You — you  pore,  ignorant,  despised, 
untaught,  uncultured  savages,  you,  you  aint  got 
no  notion  how  to  treat  a  prisoner  of  war,  knocking 
his  beer  over  like  that,  but  look  out,  be  careful.' 
I  says,  'ole  England's  a-watching  of  you.'" 
"  That  settled  it,"  I  interrupted.  "  I  suppose 
they  set  you  free  at  once  ?  "  "  Oh  no,  they  didn't, 
sir,  they  didn't  take  no  notice  of  me  at  all,  least- 
aways  not  for  to  answer  back,  but  they  falls  to 
a-talking  amongst  themselves  and  looking  at  me 
something  horrible — not  angry,  mind  you,  but 
hungry,  gluttonous-like,  and  all  the  time  they  was 
a-patting  themselves  where  they  ought  to  have 
worn  waistcoats,  and  a-saying,  '  Jimmery  jamboo, 
jimmery  jamboo,'  which  means,  I  may  tell  you, 
'  Cook  and  eat,  cook  and  eat,'  until  I  began  to 
feel  I  was  trussed  and  boiled  already."  "Ah,"  I 
said,  "  not  very  pleasant  to  feel  like  that,  eh  ?  " 
"  No,  sir,  it  weren't,"  said  the  keeper,  shaking 
his  head,  "it  were  the  kind  of  feeling,"  he  con- 
tinued, "as  a  goose  might  get  about  Michaelmas 
or  a  pig  about  rent  day.  Well,  thinks  I,  it 
serves  me  right  for  going  fishing  "  ;  at  this  point 
the  keeper  again  attacked  the  contemplative  man's 
recreation,  and  I  had  some  shght  difiSculty  in 
bringing  him  back  to  his  subject.  "  Let  me  see, 
sir,"  he  said  at  last,  "  where  was  I  ?  " 

"You  were  just  about  to  be  cooked,  stripped  I 
presume,  for  they'd  hardly  have  boiled  you  in  your 
jacket  ?  "  "  Ah  !  you're  right,  sir,  I  was  stripped 
as  bare  as — as  a  peeled  tater ;  but  it  wasn't  me 
they  was  agoin'  to  eat,  oh  dear  no,  it  was  crocodiles 
they  was  after,  ye  see,  I  was  only  the  blooming 
bait."    "The  bait?"  I  said.    "Yes,  sir,  that's  it, 

th.p  blooming  bait.    I  tell  you,  fishermen  are  " 

"  Never  mind  fishermen,"  I  interrupted,  "  tell  me 
about  these  " — I  won't  use  his  name  for  them — 
"  poor  uncultured  savages."  "Oh.theywas  aUright, 
sir,  bless  'em,  they  likes  babies  best  for  crocodiles, 
if  they  aint  got  none  of  their  own  someone  else's 
will  do  just  as  well,  and  as  there  didn't  seem  to  be 
many  babies  about  just  then,  I  suppose  they 
thought  themselves  lucky  to  be  able  to  make  shift 
with  me.  Well,  they  tied  me  up  with  Bill's  line  to 
a  blooming  post  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  they  did, 
and  left  me.  No,  sir,  they  didn't  get  any  luck 
fishing  that  night,  p'raps  they  wasn't  at  it  long 
enough,  three  hours  don't  count  for  much  when 
you're  out  angling,  I  understand  ;  anyhow,  that's 
all  the  time  they  got,  for  old  Bill  he'd  seen  'em 
catch  me  and  he'd  run  like — ^well,  sir,  as  he  said 
afterwards,  the  time  he  did  it  in  would  have  '  been 
good  for  every  two-mile  challenge  cup  in  England.' 
Well,  he'd  brought  up  twenty  boys  of  the  old 
regiment " — the  keeper  halted  for  his  usual  salute — 
"and  them  Puzzies  was  tied  up  like  bundles  of 
firewood  in  a  little  imder  no  time,  and  then  old 
Bill  he  shouts  out.  'Clark,  Corporal  Clark.' 
'That's  me,  sir.'  'Where  are  you?'  'Here  I 
am,'  I  calls  back,  'top  of  a  blooming  post,'  and 
sure  enough  I  was  too,  and  the  best  place  for  me, 
you  can  take  my  word,  for  there  was  a  crocodile 
as  long  as  that  seat  there  " — the  keeper  pointed  to 
the  one  that  had  caught  my  attention  earlier  in  the 
evening  —  at  the  bottom  of  it.  He  was  a 
sitting  up,  sir,  smiling-like,  and  humming  soft  to 
hisself ,  awaiting  for  the  post  to  give  or  for  me  to 
fall  off,  he  didn't  mind  which,  bless  ye,  he  was  so 
happy.  Well,  whether  he  was  out  later  than 
usual,  or  whether  'twas  thinking  how  nice  I'd 
taste.  I  can't  exactly  say ;  but  that  pore  beast  he 
opens  his  mouth  very  wide,  kinder  yawning,  and 
before  he  rightly  knows  what's  happening  he  finds 
he's  swallowed  as  fine  a  dose  of  bullets  as  any 
crocodile — without  being  greedy — could  reasonably 
wish  for.    And  that's  about  all  there  is  to  tell. 


sir.  I  got  down  off  that  post  with  my  hair  as 
white  at  thirty  as  it  is  to-day,  and  I  says  to  Bill, 
'I'm  agoin'  to  teU  you  exactly  what  my  opinion  of 
fishing  is '"— at  this  point  I  hastily  checked  the 
keeper.  "  If  I  might  ask,"  I  said,  "  what  about  Miss 
Matilda  ?  "  The  old  soldier  sighed,  was  silent  a 
moment,  and  then  spoke.  "When  she  saw  me  and  my 
white  head,  she — well,  she  married  poor  old  Bill, 
sir,"  and,  he  added,  "I  don't  know  as  he  aint  to 
be  pitied  more  than  me  after  all.  Ye  see,  he's 
kept  pretty  much  up  to  '  attention,'  sir,  he  don't 
belong  to  no  angling  clubs  now,  and  he  wouldn't 
so  much  as  dare  go  into  the  Blue  Cow,  like  you  and 
me  might  to  take  a  friendly  glass,  not  if  you  was 
to  ask  him  ever  so." 

The  keeper  became  silent  again,  and  so,  feeling 
that  the  story  was  at  an  end,  I  hinted  that  if  he 
knew  the  gate  nearest  to  the  hostelry,  forbidden 
to  the  unfortunate  Bill,  we  might  perhaps  journey 
thus  far  together,  and  make  up  for  the  dream -beer 
that  Corporal  Clark  of  the  old  regiment  had  been 
done  out  of  by  that  "  pore  benighted  savage  "  in 
that  arid,  dusty  desert.  Robert  Stanley. 
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Anntjai,  Competition  at  Deal. 

November  24,  25,  and  26  were  the  days  allotted 
for  the  B.S.A.S.  boat  competition.  Saturday  was 
a  glorious  day  for  November,  and  the  quantity  of 
fish  weighed  in  nearly  a  record.  By  the  courtesy 
of  Mr.  J.  Richardson  we  are  able  to  give  some  of 
the  weights  of  fish  for  the  three  days.  The  ofiScial 
B.S.A.S.  report  of  the  winners  will  appear  later. 
Saturday,  Nov.  24. 

C.  Adey,  two  cod,  201b.  14oz.,  twelve  whiting, 
61b.  lloz. ';  A.  W.  Avey,  22Ib.  lOoz.  ;  A.  L.  Bacon,  one 
cod,  17lb.  .Soz.,  two  cod,  •241b.  lOoz. ;  W.  Burgess, 
tw°lve  whiting,  9lb.  loz.  :  F.  Dickson,  two  cod, 
14Ib.  loz.  ;  F.  C.  Dight,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  6oz.  ;  E. 
N.  Durlacher,  one  cod,  61b.  5oz.,  twelve  whiting, 
81b.  5oz.  ;  H.  Edwards,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  13foz.  ; 
Mrs.  Edwards,  three  cod,  181b.  2oz.  ;  F.  E.  Eldridge, 
one  cod,  181b.  4oz.  ;  F.  W.  Firminger,  twelve 
whiting,  71b.  9oz.  ;  F.  Fryett,  twelve  whiting, 
71b.  Uoz.  ;  C.  F.  Godfrey,  five  cod,  341b.  12oz., 
eleven  whiting,  71b.  IJoz.  ;  B.  A.  Griffin,  three  cod, 
161b.  ;  R.  B.  Hast,  one  cod,  121b.  4oz.,  five  cod, 
331b.  Soz.  ;  Mrs.  Hervev  McLeay,  one  conger, 
121b.  lOoz.,  four  cod,  221b.  .5oz.,  twelve  whiting, 
81b.  9oz.  ;  J.  B.  Howes,  two  cod,  21  lb.  14oz.  ;  W.  M. 
Jones,  one  cod,  91b.  8oz.,  five  cod,  371b.  2oz.  ;  F. 
Kemp,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  IS^oz.  ;  A.  Mignot,  two 
cod,  131b.  14oz. ;  A.  W.  Parker,  one  cod,  191b.  9ioz., 
twelve  whiting,  71b.  7ioz.  ;  J.  B.  Par'^er,  one  pollack, 
141b.  8ioz.,  fovir  cod,'231b.  14oz.  ;  F.  S.  C.  Phillips, 
one  cod,  91b.  13oz.,threecod, 201b.  4oz.,  eleven  whiting, 
51b.  2oz.  ;  G.  T.  Phillips,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  4ioz.  ; 

G.  B.  Pointer,  one  cod,  11  lb.  12oz.  ;  J.  H.  A.  Reay, 
three  cod,  181b.  9oz.  ;  J.  S.  Rooke,  four  cod,  31  lb.  ; 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Saunders,  twelve  whiting,  51b.  6ioz.  ; 
W.  C.  Smith,  one  cod,  161b.  4oz.,  five  cod,  531b.  3oz., 
B.  F.  Stratton,  twelve  whiting,  91b.  lUoz.  ;  T. 
Streeter,  one  cod,  11  lb.  4oz.,  twelve  whiting, 
61b.  5i-oz.  ;  H.  Trill,  ten  whiting,  61b.  6oz.  ;  M.  K. 
Turner,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  5oz.  ;  W.  Turpin, 
five  cod,  31  lb.  lOoz.  ;  A.  C.  Wampach,  twelve 
whiting,  71b.  8^oz.  ;  O.  Wheeler,  one  conger, 
61b.  2oz.,  two  cod,  111b.  14oz.,  twelve  whiting, 
81b.  14oz.  ;  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wheeler,  three  cod, 
271b.  14oz..  twelve  whiting,  81b.  6oz.  ;  R.  C.  Wil- 
liams, twelve  whiting,  71b.  3oz.  ;  F.  A.  WooUs, 
three  cod,  151b.  2oz. 

SuiTDAY,  Nov.  25. 
J.  H.  Bovton,  one  cod,  51b.  2oz.  ;  Neville  Da%'is, 
one  cod,  41b.  8oz.,  twelve  whiting,  61b.  12oz.  ;  AV. 
Edwards,  two  cod,  1 1  lb.  8oz.,  nine  whiting,  51b.  8oz.; 
A.  W.  Emms,  one  turbot,  101b.  4oz.,  one  cod, 
91b.  15oz.,  eleven  whiting,  61b.  5oz.  ;  A.  H.  Gale, 
twelve  whiting,  71b.  Soz.  ;  Dr.  Gilbert,  one  cod, 
41b.  2oz.,  fom-  whiting,  21b.  loz.  ;  Mrs.  T.  Gilbert, 
one  chad,  1  lb.  l^oz.  ;  W.  R.  Harrison,  two  cod, 
11  lb.  14oz.  ;  E.  F.  Lamb,  one  cod,  221b.  14oz.  ; 
W.  C.  Nickels,  one  cod,  51b.  7|oz.  ;  A.  A.  Raison, 
twelve  whiting,  71b.  loz.  ;  A.  Sintzenich,  twelve 
whiting.  61b.  15oz.  ;  F.  Waller,  one  cod,  61b.  13oz.  ; 

H.  P.  Watkins,  six  whiting,  41b.  loz. 

Monday,  Nov.  26. 
F.  Baldry,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  7oz.  ;  E.  N.  Carr, 
twelve  whiting,  81b.  4oz.  ;  A.  Fellows,  one  cod, 
9ro.  5oz.,  nine  whiting,  61b.  Soz.  ;  W.  J.  Flexman, 
one  cod,  51b.  6oz.,  twelve  whiting.  Sib.  loz.  ;  E.  T. 
Grosvenor,  six  whiting,  31b.  9ioz.  ;  F.  D.  Hol- 
combe,  eleven  whiting,  71b.  ;  W.  A.  Hush,  one  cod, 
71b.  7oz.  ;  W.  Jennings,  eleven  whiting,  71b.  loz.  ; 
Mrs.  Juson  Kerr,  twelve  whiting,  71b.  9ioz.  ;  H. 
Marks,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  lOoz.  ;  W.  J.  Reynolds, 
three  cod,  121b.  6oz.,  twelve  whiting,  81b.  7^oz.  • 


GENERAL  BAITS  FOR 
SEA-FISH,  &c. 

[From    tih!    revised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
flsheeman,"  by  the  late  j.  c.  wilcocks.] 

(Continued  from  page  .384.) 

Fresh-water  Eels. 

{AnguillcB.) 

Eels  are,  I  believe,  universal  in  temperate  cU  mates, 
in  almost  every  brook,  drain,  or  tidal  pond,  on  the 
largest  continents  or  the  smallest  islands,  and  as 
they  are  frequently  used  as  baits  for  whiting- 
pollack,  and  are  also  taken  by  mackerel  and  bass, 
they  must  not  be  pa.ssed  by  unnoticed.  Those 
from  4^in.  to  6in.  in  length  are  the  best,  and  the 
brighter  in  colour  the  more  attractive.  An  excel- 
lent method  of  procuring  them  is  to  throw  a  bundle 
of  osiers  or  withes  into  a  muddy  pit  in  a  brook, 
drain,  or  tidal  pond,  when,  after  it  has  remained 
a  few  days,  you  will  generally  find  in  it  a  number 
of  small  eels,  fit  for  your  purpose.  If  you  require 
any  at  a  short  notice,  take  a  fine  shrimp-net,  and 
look  in  a  harbour,  tidal  river,  or  small  brook  for 
flat  stones  of  a  moderate  size,  and  take  up  the 
stone  in  the  net,  when  you  will  frequently  have 
one  or  two  eels  with  it.  You  may  often  also 
procm-e  smaU  eels  by  turning  up  the  stones  in  a 
small  brook,  and  catching  them  with  a  three- 
pronged  kitchen  dinner-fork,  or  nipping  them  with 
a  pair  of  old  notched  scissors. 

The  Larapern  or  Lesser  Lamprey. 

(Petromyzon  fluviatilis. ) 

The  Lesser  or  River  Lamprey  is  usually  from 
7ui.  to  lOin.  long,  and  is  so  called  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  lamprey  eel,  which  attains  the  size  of 
31b.  or  4lb.  They  are  very  numerous  in  many 
English  rivers  and  small  brooks,  where,  during 
March  and  April,  I  have  foimd  them  twenty  or 
more  together  sticking  to  a  stone,  hke  leeches, 
from  which  circumstance  they  derive  their  name. 
They  are  good  bait  for  whiting-poUack,  better  than 
eels,  as  they  are  very  much  brighter  under  the  beUy. 

They  are  useful  cut  in  two  for  night-lines  for  large 
eels,  as  is  also  the  pride  or  blind  lamprey,  and  large 
numbers  are  used  for  turbot  and  cod  trots.  The 
seven  httle  holes  like  shot-holes  are  very  remark- 
able. A  shrimp -net  or  fine  landing-net  is  the  best 
adapted  for  taking  them,  when  they  should  be  kept 
in  a  bait-kettle  with  a  large  stone  or  two  for  them 
to  suck,  and  sunk  under  water. 

Lampreys  are  not  nearly  as  tenacious  of  life  as 
ordinary  eels.  A  regular  fishery  for  lampems  is 
followed  at  Teddington  on  Thames. 

The  Limpet. 

{Patella  vulgata.) 
Limpets  are  so  well  known  as  scarcely  to  need 
description,  and  may  be  used  as  bait  when  nothing 
better  can  be  had.  The  soft  part  should  be  cut 
off  and  put  in  the  sim  for  an  hour  before  fishing,  if 
possible,  and  wiU  become  somewhat  firmer  than  if 
used  at  once.  Sea  bream  wiU  take  it  weD,  also 
whiting-pout,  and  if  the  fish  are  well  on  the  feed 
they  will  also  take  the  hard  part,  but  this  is  not 
ordinarily  the  case.  Garden  snails  are  sometimes 
used  with  success. 

The  Whelk. 

(Buccimim  undaiitm.) 
The  whelk  is  much  used  as  bait  for  cod,  and 
is  procured  by  varied  modes  of  capture.  There  is 
a  very  considerable  demand  for  it  in  the  London 
market,  and  great  quantities  are  disposed  of,  ready 
cooked,  at  the  fish-stalls  in  the  poorer  neighbour- 
hoods. At  Margate,  etc.,  boats  are  specially  fitted 
out  for  dredging  whelks,  and  they  are  also  taken  on 
trots  or  long  lines  without  hooks,  the  bait  a  number 
of  small  crabs  strung  by  aid  of  a  needle  on  a  twine 
snooding  2ft.  long,  made  fast  to  the  main  line  at 
about  fathom  intervals.  Another  method  is  to  set 
dip-nets  as  for  prawns,  with  fresh  fish  instead  of 
stale  for  bait.  They  enter  crab  and  lobster  pots  in 
great  numbers  when  baited  with  pieces  of  fresh 
skate.  It  is  necessary  to  break  the  shell  with  a 
hammer  to  extract  the  whelk.  Horseflesh  is  much 
used  as  a  bait  for  whelks. 

The  Cuttle  Fish. 

{Sepia.) 

The  cuttle  fish  is  often  taken  amongst  other  fish 
in  the  seine  or  trawl-net,  and  is  a  good  bait  for  bass, 
cod,  conger,  etc.  ;  the  flesh  seems  something  in 
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consistence  between  jelly  and  leather,  very  tough 
and  of  a  beautiful  pearly  whiteness,  and  it  is  this 
toughness  which  makes  it  so  useful  a  bait  for  bass- 
fishing  oflf  a  beach,  when  the  lead  must  be  cast 
with  all  one's  force  to  get  it  as  far  seaward  as 
possible,  clear  of  the  breakers.  It  has  in  its  back 
a  bone  of  a  shield-like  shape,  often  found  cast  up 
on  the  beach,  which  was  formerly  much  used  as  an 
absorbent,  and  as  tooth-powder  when  pounded. 
The  head  of  this  creature  is  divided  at  the  extremity 
into  eight  projections  or  horns,  from  inside  which 
hang  two,  six  or  eight  times  longer,  and  the  whole 
of  them  have  a  number  of  circular  tubercles,  by 
help  of  which  it  clings  to  and  sucks  into  its  throat 
any  unfortimate  fish  it  may  succeed  in  capturing, 
and  proceeds  to  devour  it  by  help  of  a  horny, 
parrot-like  beak  placed  at  the  entrance  thereof. 
In  its  inside  is  a  small  bag  filled  with  an  ink-like 
liquid,  which  is  its  means  of  defence  when  attacked  ; 
this  it  vomits  forth  in  a  dark  cloud,  and  blackens 
the  water  for  some  feet  around  it.  This  hquid 
was  used  for  writing  by  the  ancients,  and  it  is 
beUeved  to  form  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  Indian 
iak  used  by  artists,  as  a  very  large  kind  is  found 
in  the  Eastern  seas.  Clean  these  fish  by  pulhng 
off  the  head,  and  sphtting  them  sideways,  remove 
the  skin,  backbone,  and  ink-bag,  and  wash  them 
in  salt  water.  They  should  be  cleaned  as  soon  as 
dead,  and  if  put  in  a  cool  place  will  keep  a  day  or 
two  ;  sometimes  they  are  salted,  but  are  certainly 
not  as  good  as  fresh.  Sausages  were  made  from 
them  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  they  are 
eaten  at  the  present  day  in  some  parts  of  the  king- 
dom and  on  the  Continent. 

The  Squid. 

(Loligo  vulgaris.) 

This  kind  is  much  more  numerous  than  the  first- 
named,  and  they  are  found  in  large  shoals.  The 
body  is  of  a  somewhat  cylindrical  shape,  semi- 
transparent,  and  of  a  greenish  hue  whilst  alive, 
changing  to  speckled  brown,  and  the  bone  long, 
thin,  and  more  transparent  than  thinly-scraped 
horn,  but  equally  flexible.  From  the  resemblance 
of  this  bone  to  a  quill-pen,  the  squid  has  been  called 
the  pen-and-ink  fish,  the  ink  being  contained  in  a 
bag  in  the  interior  of  the  body. 

It  is  better  bait  than  the  large  cuttle  for  conger, 
cod,  or  bass,  as  it  is  not  so  hard  and  quite  as  tough. 
The  squid  are  often  taken  for  bait  in  the  following 
manner :  Take  half  a  garfish  or  long-nose,  or  for 
want  of  it  any  small  fish,  and  lower  it  to  within  a 
few  feet  of  the  bottom  by  a  fishing  line :  if  there 
are  any  about,  they  will  at  once  seize  upon  it,  when 
you  must  draw  them  steadily  to  the  surface, 
and  being  before  provided  with  a  stick,  6ft. 
in  length,  with  four  hooks,  lashed  on  the 
end,  back  to  back,  hook  the  fish  near  the  tail 
if  possible,  and  with  the  same  stroke  drag  it  under 
water,  by  which  means  you  will  escape  the  shower 
of  ink  which  they  almost  always  vomit  forth  at 
such  times. 

Nearly  aU  the  barb  of  the  hooks  should  be  filed 
off,  or  you  will  find  it  difficult  to  imhook  them. 
Hooks  without  barbs  are  specially  made  for  catching 
squid  for  the  Newfoundland  cod  fishery.  Both  in 
Spain  and  Newfoundland,  squid  are  taken  in  large 
quantities  by  a  jigger,  made  of  pewter,  having  a 
dozen  or  more  hooks  cast  into  it  grapnel  fashion 
at  one  end.  The  piece  of  pewter  is  about  3|ui. 
long,  with  a  hole  at  the  upper  end  to  attach  the 
line.  In  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  the  jigger  is 
lowered  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  jigged  up 
and  down.  It  is  scraped  bright  to  attract  the 
squid,  which  embrace  it  vnth  their  arms,  and  are 
then  caught  by  the  hooks.  A  Spanish  fisherman, 
some  years  since,  took  a  quantity  of  squid  in  this 
manner  at  Plymouth,  and  it  is  a  method  which 
might  be  widely  introduced  to  procure  squid  for 
bait.  Several  of  these  jiggers  were  in  the  Exhibi- 
tion of  1883.  There  is  a  smaller  kind  also  not  so 
frequently  seen,  with  a  short  roimded  body,  known 
as  the  Sepiola,  or  Httle  squid,  and  another  the 
flying  squid  (Ommastrephes),  so  called  from  the  fact 
of  rising  out  of  the  sea  and  sometimes  falling  on  to 
the  deck  of  a  vessel.  A  piece  of  squid  2^-in.  long,  cut 
tapering,  is  a  good  whiffing  bait  for  pollack  and 
bass.  The  squid  attains  a  monstrous  size  at 
Newfoundland. 

The  Suekep  op  Poulpe. 

{Octopus  vulgaris.) 
The  sucker  is  the  most"hideous  of  its  kind,  con- 
sisting of  nothing  but  a  head  with  eight  arms  and 
large  staring  ^eyes  j   they  are  often  foiind  under 


rocks  and  stones  at  low  water,  whence  they  are 
drawn  out  by  iron  hooks,  to  be  used  as  bait  for 
conger. 

This  species  is  much  more  abundant  on  the 
French  side  of  the  Channel ;  in  Guernsey  it  is 
known  under  the  appellation  of  "  Pieuvre,"  in 
Normandy  as  "  Minaur,"  and  has  obtained  a  world- 
wide notoriety  through  the  work  of  M.  Victor  Hugo, 
"  The  Toilers  of  the  Sea."  It  is  widely  spread  in 
the  seas  of  the  world,  and  is  found  in  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  the  Mediterranean,  British  Columbia, 
etc.,  and  varies  in  diameter  when  its  legs  are  spread 
out  from  Sin.  to  10ft.  Its  flesh  is  harder  than  the 
preceding  kinds.  Crabs  and  lobsters  are  its  constant 
preiy,  and  many  shells  are  found  at  the  entrance 
of  its  haunt  under  a  stone  or  hole  in  a  rock.  In 
Guernsey  to  disable  it  they  turn  its  cap  inside  out, 
and  carry  it  on  a  stick  after  capture.  Large 
niimbers  are  used  by  the  French  fishermen  for 
conger  trots,  and  about  5in.  of  a  horn  of  this  creature 
skinned  will  answer  as  a  whiffing  bait  for  whiting- 
pollack  'and  bass.  It  is  excellent  for  cod  fishing, 
and  as  a  bait  for  snappers  on  the  Australian 
coasts.  In  British  Columbia  and  Jersey  they  are 
roasted  and  eaten,  and  are  cooked  in  various  ways 
on  the  Continent. 

Shrimps  and  Prawns. 

Shrimps  and  prawns  are  often  used  as  bait  when 
alive  for  whiting-pollack,  and  dead  for  mullet  and 
smelts.  Boiled  shrimps  peeled  will  take  eels,  dabs, 
and  flounders,  in  most  pier  harbours  on  the  coast, 
when  used  as  bait  for  fine  tackle  with  the  rod. 
Large  quantities  are  taken  by  trawl-nets  in  Boston 
Deeps,  on  the  Lincolnshire  coast,  and  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Thames,  etc.,  for  the  London  market,  and  the 
method  of  catching  them  with  hand-nets  in  sand 
and  rock  pools  is  known  to  every  seaside  visitor. 

Small  traps  or  pots  are  much  used  in  Dorsetshire 
and  Hampshire,  which  are  'Very  similar  to  crab- 
pots  ;  and  in  Devonshire  they  are  taken  in  hoop- 
nets  baited  with  stale  fish,  at  night,  or  during  the 
day,  after  the  water  has  been  discoloured  by  a 
storm. 

The  Common  Green  or  Shore  Crab. 

{Carcinus  Mcenas.) 

This  small  crab  is  found  in  great  numbers  in  all 
harbours  as  well  as  on  the  open  coast,  and  is  an 
excellent  bait  for  flounders,  fresh-water  eels,  and 
various  sea-fish,  as  bass,  bream,  etc.,  when  about 
to  cast  its  shell,  in  which  state  some  are  to  be 
found  the  whole  year. 

In  their  ordinary  state  they  are  much  used  to 
bait  lobster-pots,  the  back  shell  having  been  first 
removed,  and  many  wrasse  or  rock-fish,  otherwise 
called  conners  or  curners,  are  frequently  taken  in 
the  pots  at  such  times. 

Green  crabs  may  be  caught  in  any  quantity  in 
hoop-nets  baited  with  a  bit  of  meat  or  any  garbage. 
When  two  crabs  are  found  under  stones  in  company, 
the  lower  one  is  fit  for  bait. 

The  Hermit  or  Soldier  Crab. 

(Pagurus  Bernhardus.) 
This  cvirious  animal,  having  no  shell  to  protect 
the  tail  part  of  its  body,  takes  up  its  abode  in  that 
of  a  whelk. 

This  tail  part  is  a  good  bait  for  whiting-pout, 
cod,  haddock,  etc.,  and  must  always  be  put  on 
whole,  or  it  is  spoiled. 

Soldier  crabs  are  frequently  found  in  crab-pots, 
and  where  they  abound  may  be  taken  in  hoop-nets 
baited  with  a  piece  of  any  fish.  Numbers  are 
caught  while  trawling  and  dredging. 

A  large  ragworm  is  sometimes  found  living  in 
company  with  this  crab  in  the  tail  part  of  the  shell. 

The  Solen  or  Razor  Fish. 

The  empty  shells  of  this  fish  are  constantly  met 
with  by  seaside  visitors  on  every  sandy  beach. 
They  are  both  eaten  and  used  as  bait  for  ground- 
fishing,  and  are  to  be  procured  by  the  aid  of 
the  spear,  and  described  by  "H.  K."  in  No. 
1053  of  the  Field.  This  consists  of  a  piece  of 
iron  wire  about  iin.  in  thickness  and  2|f  t.  in  length  ; 
one  end  of  this  is  heated  in  the  fire  and  then  beaten 
out  flat  to  the  thickness  of  about  -^jjin.  for  2in. 
of  its  length,  and  then  with  a  file  a  triangular  head 
is  cut  on  the  flattened  part,  projecting  equally  on 
both  sides,  and  about  |in.  in  width  (see  figure)  ; 
the  other  end  is  then  firmly  fixed  into  a  small 
cylindrical  piece  of  some  hard  wood,  such  as  ash, 
about  5in.  long  and  lin.  in  diameter,  to  serve  as  a 
handle.    To  use  this  "  spear,"  the  point  should  be 


inserted  in  the  hole  (left  by  the  razor  as  it  descends 
in  the  sand),  which  should  be  very  gently  probed 
in  all  directions,  the  flat  head  of  the  spear  being 
held  with  one  edge  uppermost  till  the  direction 
of  the  hole  is  ascertained,  when  it  should  be  allowed 
to  run  down  to  the  end  ;  then,  by  a  turn  of  the 
wrist,  the  flat  of  the  spear  should  at  once  be  brought 
at  right  angles  to  its  former  position,  and  the  spear 
immediately  be  withdrawn  steadily  from  the  hole, 
when,  if  the  operation  has  been  properly  performed, 
the  razor  will  be  found  on  the  end  of  it,  and  can 
easily  be  removed.  The  best  time  is  at  low  water 
of  spring  tides,  and  the  farther  from  the  shore  the 
more  abimdant  the  razors  generally  are.  By  this 
means  I  have  frequently  obtained  more  than  300 
in  less  than  an  hour,  to  be  used  as  bait.  Some  little 
practice  is  necessary  to  acquire  the  knack  of 
inserting  the  point  of  the  spear  at  the  proper  angle, 
which  always  descends  in  a  slanting  direction  in  the 
case  of  the  common  species.  In  another  species 
it  descends  vertically.  A  steady  firm  pull  (not  too 
quick)  is  necessary  to  draw  them  out  of  the  sand, 
to  which  they  firmly  hold  by  their  foot.  If  not 
drawn  up  at  once,  they  obtain  such  a  hold  that 
it  then  requires  very  great  force  to  dislodge  them  ; 
so  much  so,  that  frequently  in  this  case  the  edge 
of  the  spear-head  will  cut  tlu-ough  the  shell,  and 
the  spear-head  will  be  drawn  out  without  the 
razor.  When  a  strong  wind  has  been  blowing,  I 
have  frequently  seen  numbers  of  razors  with  about 
one-haK  or  two-thirds  of  their  shells  protruded 
above  the  surface  of  the  sand,  and  at  such  times 
many  may  be  caught  by  the  hands  alone  ;  but  it 
requires  some  force  to  draw  them  out  of  the  sand, 
to  which  they  firmly  hold  by  their  foot,  which  they 
expand  in  the  hole.  Another  correspondent  ("  A 
Bally  brack  Boy  ")  advises  rimning  backwards  along 
the  edge  of  the  ebbing  tide  (rather  awkward),  and 
when  a  razor  fish  is  pressed  and  the  foot  removed, 
it  spouts  up  water,  showing  you  where  to  thrust 
down  your  spear.  Another  method  of  taking  these 
fish  consists  in  throwing  a  large  pinch  of  salt  into 
the  hole  made  by  the  fish,  which  immediately 
comes  up  partially  above  the  surface  of  the  sand, 
and  must  be  quickly  secured.  The  holes  left  by 
the  razor  fish  in  the  sand  are  very  like  a  keyhole. 
Take  about  a  pound  of  salt  with  you,  and  dropping 
a  good  pinch  into  the  holes  of  five  or  six 'at  a  time, 
pour  a  little  water  with  your  hand  on  top  of  it. 
This  washes  the  salt  down  on  to  the  razor  fish, 
which  at  once  rises  an  inch  or  more  above  the  sand, 
so  as  to  enable  you  easily  to  grasp  it  and  draw  it 
up.    Dozens  may  be  thus  taken  for  food  or  bait. 

Fish  Baits. 

No  class  of  creatures  prey  more  upon  each  other 
than  fish.  Pieces  of  mackerel,  pilchards,  herrings, 
garfish,  etc.,  are  therefore  extensively  used  for 
mackerel,  whiting,  hake,  bream,  conger,  etc.,  as 
already  de  cribed  under  these  several  heads. 

Artificial  Baits. 

The  spoon-bait  is  widely  used.  In  addition  to 
these,  I  may  mention  the  india-rubber  band  and 
Captain  Tom's  spinning  sand-eels  and  lugworms, 
as  well  as  the  silver-spinners,  by  several  makers. 

Use  none  but  brass  swivels  for  sea-work,  as  those 
made  of  steel  corrode  very  quickly. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  CEEEL  OF  26lb.  OF  TEOUT 
IN  EIGHT  HOUES. 

Last  June  I  had  the  privilege  of  spending  a 
short  day  on  Loch  Badaveach,  in  Ross-shire, 
which  I  have  no  hesitation  in  placing  among  the 
most  enjoyable  in  a  long  angling  career. 

The  loch  is  situated  quite  two  miles  from  the 
nearest  haunt  of  man,  and  some  eleven  miles 
from  the  nearest  railway  station  of  Alness  on  the 
Highland  Railway.  Three  different  proprietors 
divide  between  them  the  sole  rights  of  fishing — 
namely,  the  lairds  of  Gildermorie,  Faninich,  and 
Ardross — all  of  whom  have  a  boat  for  their  con- 
venience, and  none  of  whom  have  the  reputation 
of  turning  anybody  away  who  goes  there  for  the 
love  of  sport  alone.  Most  of  the  lochs  in  the 
vicinity  fish  best  from  early  morn  till,  say,'  4  or 
5  p.m.  ;  so  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  early  to 
work  if  the  most  was  to  be  made  of  my  oppor- 
tunity. 
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jTlie  mist  was  drifting  away  to  the  tops  of  Coinag 
in  the  west,  and  the  greyness  of  dawn  creeping 
over  the  lovely  scene,  broken  only  by  the  shrill 
,  cry  of  the  curlew,  and  the  few  guU  that  had  ven 
tured  out  so  early,  as  with  the  assistance  of  the 
boatman  we  set  the  boat  afloat  and  rowed  slowly 
out  over  the  dark  waters.  Quite  three-fourths  of 
the  loch  is  shallow,  but  my  man  knew  every  inch 
of  it,  and  what  was  of  equal  importance  knew,  too, 
where  the  big  fish  were  wont  to  lie  in  wait. 

By  4  a.m.  a  slight  breeze  came  off  the  hill  tops, 
and  soon  encircled  the  whole  loch  in  welcome 
little  ripples.  The  March  Brown  and  the  Zulu 
are  the  favourite  lures,  and  I  resolved  to 
stick  to  these,  at  least  for  a  time.  I  was  not  long 
left  in  suspense,  for  in  less  than  thirty  minutes 
I  had  landed  three  beauties,  all  about  8oz.,  and  all 
three  on  the  March  Brown.  Sandy  was  very  talka- 
tive, and  declared  we  were  in  for  a  "gran'  day," 
which  proved  to  be  correct.  We  fished  on  (with 
about  forty  minutes'  rest  for  lunch)  until  2  p.m., 
when  our  basket  consisted  of  fifty-one  beautiful 
trout,  which,  on  weighing  in,  were  found  to  scale 
exactly  261b.  In  all  my  experience  I  have  never 
seen  a  more  symmetrical  basket  of  fish,  the  heaviest 
scaling  only  1  lb.  2oz.,  and  the  smallest  quite  4Joz. 
The  colour  and  flavour  of  the  fish  are  both  excellent, 
pink  and  rich  ;  while  the  shape  is  equal  to  that 
of  the  Dest  formed  grilse.  As  one  would  expect 
from  so  shapely  a  fish,  the  trout  are  full  of  game, 
and  soon  exhaust  themselves. 

As  we  trudged  along  to  secure  our  trap  in  the 
neighbouring  township  of  Strathrusdale,  Sandy 
had  become  quite  confidential,  and  was  full  of 
inquiry  as  to  when  I  might  be  expected  back  again. 
I  assured  him  that  while  I  had  no  wish  to  impose 
upon  the  kindness  that  opened  up  so  grand  an 
opportunity,  that  time  could  not  come  too  soon  ; 
and  if,  gentle  reader,  you  happen  to  be  in  that 
vicinity  in  the  near  future  on  fishing  intent,  I  feel 
sure  that  by  approaching  either  of  the  parties  I 
have  enumerated  my  experience  may  be  yours 
also  ;  and  my  desire  and  hope  is  that  you  may 
jog  down  the  eight  miles  of  mcline  to  Alness  Station 
as  light-hearted  and  happy  as  I  did  on  that  pleasant 
evening  last  June.  A.  R. 


A  DAY'S  BUEN  FISHING. 


Burn  fishing  !  What  memories  these  words 
awake  in  the  minds  of  those  who  have  been 
privileged  to  enjoy  this  particular  branch  of  the 
"gentle  art"! 

Everyone  loves  to  pause  and  reflect  over  former 
delights,  and  often,  too,  over  previous  trials  which 
have  been  overcome.  For  added  to  the  natural 
delight  which  one  feels  in  indulging  in  one's 
favourite  pastime,  we  are  bound  to  be  struck 
by  the  beauties  of  nature  which  surround  us, 
by  the  heather-clad  hills,  from  whence  comes 
the  "burr"  of  wings  as  a  frightened  covey  of 
grouse  rise,  by  the  beautiful  effects  of  the  rising 
sun,  glistening  on  the  distant  hamlet  (for  one 
must  be  up  by  sunrise  to  catch  these  wary  trout), 
by  the  miniature  cascades  formed  by  the  water 
falling  over  rocks  in  mid-stream,  and,  above  all, 
by  the  beautiful  feeling  of  absolute  peacefulness 
and  tranquillity  which  surround  one,  which  is 
especially  welcome  to  a  Londoner. 

But  to  turn  to  more  serious  subjects — for  surely 
fishing  may  be  thus  designated.  Worm  fishing  is 
the  method  we  are  about  to  employ,  so  a  not  too 
whippy  rod  must  be  used,  furnished  with  a  light 
reel  containing  about  twenty  yards  of  very  fine 
line,  one  of  undressed  silk  answers  the  purpose 
admirably;  to  this  is  attached  a  fine  gut  trace, 
about  two  yards  in  length,  and  a  "  Stewart "  of 
three  hooks.  Threading  a  nice  yellow-tailed 
brandling  on  this,  we  are  ready  for  action,  but 
must  first  take  care  to  have  our  line  of  such  a 
length  that  it  can  be  easily  controlled ;  about  the 
length  of  the  rod  in  Una  is  ample. 

Especial  care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  being 
seen  by  the  fish,  as  these  burn  trout  are  extremely 
wily.  Even  the  shadow  of  the  rod  is  sufficient  to 
send  them  darting  away  in  dismay.  Of  course, 
much  more  care  must  be  exercised  on  a  bright  day 
when  the  water  is  clear,  and  practically  the  Only 
way  of  catching  the  quarry  then  is  to  approach  a 
likely  pool  on  all  fours  from  behind.  The  fish 
will  be  generally  found  to  lie  in  pools  and  in  little 
eddies  behind  rocks,  and  also  in  places  where  white 
foam  is  present.    Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  well 
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behind  one's  fish,  since  they  always  lie  with  their 
heads  up  stream. 

One  day  this  summer  I  was  fishing  a  Cumber- 
land stream  after  heavy  rain,  and  had  exceptionally 
good  sport.  The  lower  part  of  this  particular 
bum  happened  to  run  through  a  wood,  and  on 
walking  up  the  middle  of  the  stream  a  fish  was 
hooked  nearly  every  cast.  But,  unfortunately, 
these  were  hardly  ever  landed,  mostly  on  account 
of  my  carelessness,  but  also  because  the  fish  were 
very  shy,  for  k  requires  no  little  skill  to  strike  and 
flick  out  fish  which  are  biting  shyly.  To  be  a 
fraction  of  a  second  too  late  in  your  strike  results 
merely  in  the  fish  being  lifted  out  of  the  water, 
since  it  never  reaches  the  bank,  but  falls  off  the 
hook  into  its  native  element,  where,  no  doubt,  it 
hastens  to  warn  its  acquaintances  of  the  wolf  in 
sheep's  clothing  which  is  floating  past  their  watery 
home.  Later  on,  however,  the  fish  became 
bolder,  and  the  creel  was  fast  becoming  full.  No 
big  fish  had  been  taken,  the  biggest  weighing  a 
couple  of  ounces  perhaps.  However,  on  gently 
introducing  a  nice  pink  brandling  into  a  deep  pool 
there  was  a  sharp  tug  felt,  and  an  attempt  to  flick 
out  the  fish  nearly  ended  in  disaster  to  the  cast, 
for  the  fish  was  evidently  too  heavy  to  be  thus 
summarily  dealt  with,  and  resented  this  scant 
courtesy  by  vigorously  dashing  up  stream,  trying 
in  vain  to  rub  out  the  obnoxious  hook.  Its 
efforts,  however,  soon  became  weaker,  and  on 
being  landed  it  was  found  to  scale  five  ounces — 
truly  a  beauty  for  a  burn  trout.  A  peculiar 
incident  happened  later  on  in  the  day.  A  small 
trout  of  about  two  ounces  was  flicked  out  of  the 
water,  but  fell  off  the  hook  before  reaching  the 
bank ;  but  in  its  descent  it  struck  its  head  against 
a  rock,  killing  it  on  the  spot,  and  so  it  was 
recovered  from  the  water,  and  sent  to  join  its 
brothers  in  the  creel.  It  was  now  about  lunch 
time,  and  as  the  fish  were  getting  rather  shy  again 
I  decided  to  give  them  a  rest  and  to  walk  up  to 
my  two  friends  who  were  fishing  farther  up  the 
burn.  I  found  that  they,  too,  had  had  good  sport, 
and  were  quite  ready  for  lunch.  We  indulged  in 
this  meal  and  told  fish  stories  after.  One  or  two 
really  were  rather  "fi.shy."  The  flask  had  been 
circulated  once  or  twice,  but  I  hope  no  one  will 
see  any  connection. 

After  lunch  the  fish  were  much  more  shy,  and 
we  eventually  took  down  our  rods  about  four 
o'clock,  but  not  before  we  had  filled  our  creels. 
Thoroughly  tired  out,  we  turned  our  faces  home- 
wards, the  happiest  men  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  had 
we  not  enjoyed  all  the  beauties  which  nature 
presented  before  us— and  they  were  many — and 
also  we  had  experienced  an  exceptional  day's 
eport  at  that  art  of  all  arts — namely,  Burn  Fishing. 

G.  R.  Perkins. 


The  death  is  announced,  says  the  Irish  Field,  of 
Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  which 
occurred  on  Thursday,  Nov.  22.  For  many  years 
he  has  sent  reports  of  fishing  and  shooting  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed  by 
his  numerous  friends  and- patrons.  -  He  was  .well 
known  all  over  Ireland  for  the  success  he  achieved 
in  the  breeding  of  Irish  red  setters. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  Uie  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followinpc  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  l)elow 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  a^kJ^S   .i    >.  Richmond. 

46  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  ■^"''jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    ,,  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Dec. 


2.  2 
2.34 

3.  0 
3.40 
4.13 
4.4X 


2.18 
2.50 
3.23 
3.56 
4.31 
5.  « 
5.48 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 


Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  when 
I  saw  it  on  Thursday  was  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and,  although  I  did  not  fish,  it  was  very 
evident  that  anyone  who  had  the  opportunity  for  a 
day  on  the  river  could  not  possibly  help  getting 
sport.  I  went  to  Datchet  on  Monday  with  Mr.  C. 
H.  C.  Lowe,  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorials,  and  despite 
the  early  morning  fog  and  the  dampness  caused 
thereby,  we  had  a  really  pleasant  day's  sport 
amongst  the  roach  and  the  chub.  About  six  dozen 
roach  fell  to  our  lot,  but  most  of  the  fish  were 
returned  to  the  river.  The  fish  did  not  run  large, 
and  I  saw  on  the  landing-stage  at  the  end  of  the 
day  a  few  barbel  and  a  good-sized  roach  caught  by 
Lumsden  in  the  last  hour  of  the  fishing.  Lumsden  is 
remarkable  in  this  respect — that  he  can  get  barbe 
when  the  rest  of  Thames  anglers  have  decided  that 
it  is  no  use  trying.  The  Kingston  water  has  fished 
very  well,  many  roach  falling  to  the  lot  of  the 
bank  anglers,  and  some  nice  takes  of  fish — roach 
and  chub — have  been  had  off  Tagg's  Island  at 
Hampton  Court.  The  only  fault  anglers  have  had 
during  the  week  is  the  fast  stream  in  certain  sections 
caused  by  th»  lock-keepers  running  oS  the  water. 
Most  of  the  paddles  have  been  up,  and  consequently 
the  stream,  even  in  close  to  the  bank,  has  baen  of 
such  a  character  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to  get 
either  perch,  pike,  or  roach.  These  fish  will  not 
stay  where  the  effect  of  the  draw  of  water  is  felt 
strongly,  and  the  calculations  of  many  anglers  have 
consequently  been  upset.  Th«  water  should  be  in 
absolutely  perfect  condition  for  this  week-end. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  water  is  running  in 
splendid  condition  just  now,  there  being  a  good 
stream  and  the  water  a  very  nice  colour.  Roach 
have  been  feeding  very  well  during  last  week-end, 
and  sevtral  nice  bags  up  to  161b.  were  taken  by 
bank  anglers,  while  from  the  pants  good  takes  were 
also  obtained,  a  patron  of  S.  Smith  being  rewarded 
with  231b.  of  roach  and  three  jack  up  to  61b.,  a 
client  of  S.  Vaughan  on  the  »ame  day  taking  12Ib. 
of  roach  and  several  retainable  jack.  A  local  angler 
has  also  taken  thirty- nine  roach  during  an  after 
dinner  outing.  The  best  jack  have  been  caught  by 
punt  anglers  while  roach  fishing  with  a  rod  "  laid 
out "  for  jack,  those  devoting  the  whole  day  to 
jacking  doing  very  poorly.  Prospects,  however, 
should  now  improve. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  in  fine 
condition  now  for  fishing.  I  have  during  the  last 
week  had  about  tv^enty  bream,  also  some  very  fine 
roach  up  to  IJlb.,  also  plenty  of  dace.  S.  MciBride 
has  had  plenty  of  roach,  one  going  21b.,  also  a 
chub  of  4ilb.  Tides  will  be  all  right  after  Friday. 
— Walteb  McBride. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — I  am  very  pleased  to 
report  that  the  fish  are  on  the  feed.  On  No\-.  24  I 
was  out  with  C.  Lee  and  wo  caught,  in  about  four 
hours,  roach,  bream  and  dace — about  151b.  At  our 
club  meeting  to-night  C.  Lee  had  a  fine  lot  of  bream, 
roach,  and  a  nice  tench  caught  to-day  (Nov.  28). — 

J.  T.  BlLLIKGTOH. 

Thames  (Wraysbnry). — The  river  is  now  about 
its  normal  height  and  just  the  right  colour  for 
chubbing.  Have  not  done  so  well  this  week  with 
roach  as  regards  size,  but  have  had  some  nice  mixed 
bags  of  roach  and  dace  ;  a  few  good  perch  and  some 
chub  up  to  21b.  7oz.  The  jack  should  be  well 
worth  tryiag  now  the  water  is  clearer. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisham  Locks  ( Water beaoii>  The  local 

anglers  are  now  mad  on  the  pike.  The  river  still 
remains  clean.  Sport  has  been  good  all  through  the 
week  on  this  stretch  of  the  river  for  four  mdes, 
three,  four,  and  seven  fish  to  a  rod,  up  to  Olb.  each. 
No  end  of  small  fish,  3Uh. ;  these  are  best  out,  there 
being  so  many,  and  are  destructive  to  the  roach 
swims  just  at  this  season  of  the  year.    Now  the 
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weeds  are  down,  live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O. 
George. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  stiil 
holds  up  \  ery  well.  The  reports  of  the  four  water 
bailiffs  employed  by  the  Dart  Board  of  Conserva- 
tors have  submitted  their  annual  statement  as  to 
the  number  of  salmon  caught  by  rod  and  line. 
In  Soper's  district  three  fish  weighing  281b. 
were  caught,  as  compared  with  four  weighing 
521b.  in  1905,  and  seventeen  weighing  1851b. 
in  1904.  Smith's  district,  seventy-four  fish 
weighing  8461b.,  against  eighty- two  fish,  weighing 
9181b.  in  1905,  and  109  fish  weighing  12081b.  in 

1904.  Gregory's  district  seventy-four  fish,  weigh- 
ing 8571b,  against  eighty-tliree  weighing  9061b.  in 

1905,  and  256  weighing  25931b.  in  1904.  Warren's 
district,  thirty^nine  fish,  weighing  4771b.,  against 
twenty-five  weighing  2761b.  in  1905,  and  seventy- 
eight  weighing  1,0001b.  in  1904.  The  reports 
are  encouraging  in  one  respect,  inasmuch  as 
the  total  weight  of  the  fish  is  22081b.  compared 
to  21521b.  in  1905,  but  for  1904— which  was 
a  "bumper"  year — the  total  weight  was  49861b. 
The  number  of  fish  caught  by  rods  during  the  past 
season  has  been  190  against  194  in  1905  and  460  in 
1904.  The  reports  bear  out  the  fact  that  fishing  has 
not  been  up  to  the  average  for  the  river,  there  being 
a  decline  of  four  fish  as  compared  with  1905, 
although  the  poundage  has  been  larger.  At  the  same 
time,  the  reports  are  merely  estimates,  but  serve  the 
useful  purpose  of  showing  yearly  what  is  done  ap- 
proximately by  the  rods.  Water  bailiff  Smith  has 
reported  that  on  Nov.  12  a  man  at  Buckfastleigh 
Paper  Mills  picked  up  nine  dead  trout,  which  had 
been  washed  down  against  the  grating.  The  leat 
took  the  water  from  the  Marie  Brook,  and  he  (Smith) 
looked  through  the  brook  but  saw  no  dead  fish. 
On  the  Saturday  fdllowing  he  saw  the  brook 
covwed  with  scum  and  froth,  as  if  let  out 
from  settling  pits.  He  went  to  obtain  a  bottle  to 
take  a  sample,  but  when  he  returned  it  had  gone. 
The  brook  was  runnLag  down  very  fast,  and  on  the 
VfoUowing  morning  he  saw  no  dead  fish  in  the  Marie 
or  the  brook.  On  Nov.  12,  the  brook  was  rather 
low.  The  Board  of  Conservators  who  discussed  the 
report  have  decided  to  report  the  matter  to  Messrs. 
Hamlyn  Bros,  and  ask  if  they  can  explain  the 
occurrence. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Interesting  cori-espon- 
dence  has  passed  between  Mr.  F.  B.  Mildmay,  M.P., 
and  the  Admiralty  with  regard  to  depredations  by 
foreign  trawlers.  It  is  alleged — and  there  seems  to 
be  no  reason  to  believe  otherwise — that  many 
foreign  trawlers  do  not  observe  the  rule  of  the  road, 
and  that  they  frequently  cut  across  and  damage 
the  gear  of  English  trawlers.  Mr.  Mildmay  is  still 
urging  that  there  should  be  a  better  system  of 
patrolling  the  channel. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)t — Some  few  catches  of 
pike,  perch,  and  roach,  both  in  the  river  near 
Exeter  and  in  the  Canal,  at  the  usual  well-known 
resorts  are  recorded,  the  unusually  fine  weather  of  the 
present  month  being  welcomed  by  our  anglers 
generally.  At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators  at  Totnes  Guildhall,  on 
Monday  last,  Mr.  Charles  Barron  presiding,  the 
clerk  (Mr.  Edward  Windeatt)  produced  reports 
from  the  various  water-bailiffs  on  the  number  of 
salmon  caught  in  the  districts  by  rod  and  line 
during  the  season  now  expired,  the  aggregate  weight 
of  the  190  salmon  being  22081b.,  against  194  of 
21521b.  in  1905,  and  450  of  49861b.  in  1904.  A 
report  was  received  from  Water-bailiff  Smith  of 
nine  dead  trout  being  found  against  the  grating  at 
Buckfastleigh  Paper  Mills  on  Nov.  12,  and  the 
following  Saturday  he  saw  the  Marie  Brook,  which 
discharges  into  the  paper  mill  beat,  covered  with 
some  scum  and  froth,  but  fortunately  found  no 
dead  fish.  It  was  decided  to  inform  Messrs. 
Hamlyn  Brothers  of  the  report,  and  ask  them  if 
they  can  give  any  information  on  the  matter. 
Excellent  catches  of  pollack  and  mullet  continue  to 
be  made  on  Exmouth  Pier  and  the  dock  respec- 
tively, the  most  successful  captors  being  Messrs.  R. 
Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Rettalick,  Bastins  (2), 
Duchcherer,  Beck,  Snellgrove,  Perry,  and  others. 
The  sad  case  of  the  fisherman  Kjtiight  referred  to 
last  week  has  aroused  universal  sympathy  and 
regret,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow,  who  is 
afiBicted,  and  children  a  public  subscription  has 
been  opened  by  the  vicar  here  and  a  committee, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  a  generous  response  will  be 
made.  The  body  up  to  the  time  of  writing  has  not 
been  found.  The  net-fishermen  have  been  doing 
better  lately,  some  good  catches  of  herrings  and 
flatfish  having  been  made.— Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — A  good  many  anglers 
have  been  out  since  the  river  fined  down,  and  at 
most  stations  roach,  dace,  perch,  and  pike  have 
been  landed.  Here  and  there,  notably  at  Rye 
Hotise,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Hoddesdon,  nice  dishes 
of  roach  have  been  obtained,  a  number  of  the  fish 
i-anging  up  to  1  lb.  They  are  in  fine  order.  Between 


Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret's  pike  up  to  6 Jib.  have 
been  landed.  The  water  is  in  good  colour  for  roach 
fishing  and  spinning  and  live-baiting  for  pike. — 
IzA.iK  Walton. 

ItVLgg  and  Arrow  T.eominster).  —Both  streams 
have  now  run  down  and  cleared  and  have  got  into 
nice  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  turned 
beautiful  and  fine,  and  the  cold,  foggy  nights  have 
been  better  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  grayling  have 
been  rising  better  during  the  middle  of  the  day. 
There  have  been  a  few  anglers  out  of  late  and  they 
have  tried  fly  and  maggot  and  gras?  hopper  with 
fair  success,  and  some  nice  fish  landed,  and  if  the 
fine  weather  holds  out  the  prospects  for  sport  are 
good.    The  Pinsleyis  clear  and  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  several  gentlemen  have  been 
out.  All  have  been  rewarded  with  decent  sport, 
both  among  the  roach,  perch,  and  pike,  although 
none  of  the  specimens  known  to  be  here  have  been 
captured;  the  best  pike  among  Mr.  Maclean's  lot 
(eighteen  in  all)  scaled  81b.,  and  l^lb.  best  roach; 
ledgering  now  with  a  large  lob  is  the  game  as  the 
weeds  are  nicely  washed  away,  and  paternostering 
the  best  for  pike,  Mr.  Napper  getting  some  nice  ones 
that  way. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  now  getting  into 
perfect  order  for  fishing  of  all  kinds.  On  Saturday 
last  fom-teen  nice  pike,  from  41b.  up  to  8 Jib.,  were 
taken  by  five  rods — namely,  Messrs.  P.  R.  Johns, 
M.  O.  Noble,  T.  Noble  and  friend,  and  E.  Collinson. 
Mr.  M.  O.  Noble  also  had  some  grand  roach  up  to 
21b.  each.  I  have  to-day  (Nov.  27)  placed  the  first 
consignment  of  king  carp,  the  first  introduced  to 
the  Ouse.  They  were  in  a  perfectly  healthy  and 
strong  condition,  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
management  of  the  Caistor  Fishery,  Lincolnshire, 
owned  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ford.  These  are  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  consignment  of  perch,  also  from  Caistor, 
in  a  few  days,  and  then  by  500  grand  roach  from 
the  Marlborough  district.  Great  interest  was  evinced 
in  the  placing  of  them  in  the  river,  «nd  the  society 
deserves  better  of  all  sportsmen  who  indulge  in  the 
gentle  art  to  a  far  greater  amount,  especially  locally, 
than  it  receives. — Edward  Collinson. 

Rother  (Sussex). — The  water  has  gone  down 
very  fast,  and  will  I  hope  be  in  good  condition  for 
angling  next  week. — Thomas  D.\ws,  Secretary 
Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — The  water  has  at  last  got 
into  good  condition  for  angling  purposes,  and  some 
better  sport  is  being  had.  Several  bags  of  roach  have 
been  captured  up  to  121b.  in  weight,  but  the  largest 
single  fish  I  have  seen  turned  the  scale  at  1  lb.  7oz. 
A  few  tench  up  to  31b.  have  also  been  taken,  and 
some  quantity  of  pike  up  to  71b.  in  weight.  The 
water  is  now  in  excellent  order  for  any  sort  of 
angling,  and  as  the  weather  is  more  settled,  prospects 
are  very  good. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chicliester  Canal. — Novem- 
ber, with  its  fogs  and  dark  days,  is  upon  us,  with 
but  few  hours  of  sunshine.  The  rain  has  held  off 
and  rivers  have  resumed  their  normal  condition. 
The  floods  are  fast  [disappearing,  and  although 
there  is  a  good  deal  of  land  water  running 
down,  the  Ouse  is  quite  fishable.  On  Nov. 
25,  fishing  the  Ouse,  Mr.  H.  W.  Bridger 
secured  a  nice  bag  of  roach  and  dace  weighing 
81b.  lloz  taken  atBarcombe  Mills.  Mr.  A.  Snelgrove 
secured  a  few  roach  and  dace,  amongst  the  former 
being  a  specimen  fish  of  lib.  lUoz.  Mr.  F. 
Stoddart  and  Mr.  J.  Burgess  landed  a  few  small 
pike.  From  the  Adur  Mr.  W.  Morley  took 
a  bag  of  roach  and  dace.  The  Cuckmere 
is  doubtless  out  of  condition,  and  has  not  been 
visited.  Chichester  Canal  has  been  low  the  past 
few  days.  The  repairs  to  the  lock  gates  not  being 
completed,  it  necessitated  lowering  the  water,  but 
it  is  now  fast  regaining  its  normal  height.  Owing 
to  the  shortness  of  water,  spinning  has  been  out  of 
the  question,  and  the  live  bait  fishermen  have  not 
met  with  success  among  the  pike.  —  George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Still  the  salmon  are  running. 
Waters  very  high.  On  Nov.  28  one  of  our  best,  if 
not  the  best,  fishermen  was  laid  at  rest.  Few  but 
regret  his  death  in  N.  Devon.  Always  jolly,  good- 
tempered,  willing  to  show  and  teach  any  junior 
fisherman,  affable  and  of  good  disposition,  a  week- 
end fisherman  in  our  moor  streams,  not  a  stretcher 
of  facts,  and  reliable,  he  knew  his  water  and  knew 
the  exact  time,  and  willing  always  to  find  the  sick 
to  give  away  his  catch.  The  byword  will  be 
now,  "Lost  poor  Jordan,"  or,  "You  can't  do  as 
Jordan  did." — Rusty  Gaime. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district 
has  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  in  good  order 
for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  more 
favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out  — with  foggy 
nights  and  fine  simshiny  days — and  the  grayling 
are  now  getting  well  on  the  feed,  and  there 
has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out,  who  have  used 
Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist,  and 


Whirling  Blue.  Sport  has  been  had  with  maggot 
and  grass-hopper.  Pike  are  feeding  at  live  bait. 
At  the  end  of  last  week  an  angler  in  the  water 
along  the  Folly  took  seven  grayling  with  the  maggot. 
On  Monday  some  nice  fish  were  taken  with  Silver 
Twist  and  Gresn  Insect.  Near  the  pai)er  mills 
grayling,  fib.  and  1  lb.  each,  have  been  landed. 
On  Wednesday  some  grayling  were  caught  below 
the  castle  with  maggot.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  in  fair  order.  The  prospects  for 
sport  have  improved. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Our  waters  are  in  splendid  order  for  coarse 
fishing ;  two  Newcastle  anglers  killed  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  in  the  North  Tyne  near  Barras- 
ford ;  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tyne  good 
creels  of  roaoh  and  dace  are  reported.  Mr. 
Foreman  killed  no  less  than  seventy-three  roach 
and  dace  up  to  14oz.  each.  Maggot  was  the  lure. 
The  grayling  are  in  better  condition,  and  some 
catches  are  reported  from  the  Wooler  district ;  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Till,  and  a  few  nights  of 
frost  would  improve  fishing  greatly. — Henby  A. 

MURTON. 

Wye    and    Derwent    (Derbyshire).  —  These 

rivers  were  in  fair  order  on  Nov.  24  and  26,  and  a 
few  anglers  were  out,  but  sport  was  very  quiet,  the 
Wye  yielding  a  few  good-sized  grayling.  Furnace 
Fly,  Red  Tag,  and  Needle  Fly  being  the  most 
useful.  The  Derwent,  Hathersage  and  Chats- 
worth  fisheries  afforded  some  good  grayling 
on  the  above  dates.  In  the  lower  portions  of  the 
Derwent  a  few  good  fish  have  been  obtained  by 
swimming  the  maggot  and  worm.  "  Too  much 
water  for  the  fly,"  as  poor  old  Ned  Allen  used  to  say. 
Heavy  rain  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  there  is  now 
to-day  (Nov.  28)  a  nice  woodland  water  in  this 
river,  and  Messrs.  W.  H.  Moore  and  E.  Newbold, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  caught  two  and 
a  half  and  one  and  a  half  brace  respectively,  fishing 
with  maggot.  A  few  frosts  would  improve  grayling 
fishing  as  there  ought  to  be  a  few  grayling  taken  on 
bright  days,  although  the  season  is  far  advanced. 
The  above-mentioned  flies,  with  Grey  Palmer  and 
Smock  Fly,  should  be  useful. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.(Torks). — Owingto  the  abnormally  mild  weather 
and  the  absence  of  frosts  at  nights,  there  is  any 
amount  of  insect  life,  winged  and  otherwise,  on  our 
Yorkshire  streams.  I  have  been  and  still  catching 
grayling  with  the  fly,  not  many,  it  is  true,  because  the 
time  at  my  disposal  for  angling  during  the  November 
days  is  short.  The  fish  do  not  take  the  worm  at  all 
freely,  the  maggot  being  a  far  better  bait.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  some  very  nice  baskets  of 
grayling  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Liver- 
pool, who  is  making  the  Rose  and  Crown  at  Bambridge 
as  headquarters,  has  had  very  good  sport,  his 
top  catch  being  a  basket  of  thirty-two  fish.  On 
Tuesday  the  weather  took  a  sudden  change.  It 
turned  out  a  very  rough  day,  and  on  Wednesday 
there  was  from  two  to  three  feet  of  fresh  water  in 
all  our  streams  ;  but  it  is  again  clearing  nicely,  and 
is  in  fair  trim  for  swimming  the  worm  or  maggot. 
All  our  best  baskets  of  grayling  are  invariably 
caught  in  clearing  waters.  I  am  pleased  to  see 
most  of  our  brooks  are  full  of  spawning  trout ;  so 
far  the  breeding  season  seems  to  be  a  very  success- 
ful one.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yore  some 
very  nice  sport  amongst  the  grayling  has  been  met 
with  at  Masham,  Tanfield  and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  in  very  fair  trim  during  the  last  few 
days  ;  some  very  fair  baskets  of  fish  have  been  taken 
at  Burnsall,  Ilkley,  Collingham  Bridge,  and  Boston 
Spa,  the  best  baits  being  the  maggot  and  worm. 
The  Derwent  has  been  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  in  the  upper  reaches  there  has  been  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  out  at  Yeddingham  and 
Schoolhouse  Hill.  About  a  dozen  rods  were  out 
last  week-end  from  Leeds,  but  found  sport  only  very 
moderate.  Pike  fishing  has  been  met  with  in  places 
and  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fair.  On  Tuesday, 
Nov.  27,  Mr.  L.  Baxter,  of  Leeds,  had  good  sport, 
amongst  his  lot  being  pike  weighing  221b.  and 
13 Jib.,  caught  with  line  in  a  private  lake 
near  Doncaster.  The  delegates  of  the  Leeds  Amal- 
gamation of  Anglers  .held  their  annual  dinner  last 
week-end  at  the  Grand  Restaurant.  Several  visitors 
were  invited,  amongst  them  being  Mr.  Miller,  of 
Birmingham,  Capt.  Key,  of  York,  and  Mr.  Houlding, 
representative  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
company,  who  gave  speeches  and  were  much 
admired,  especially  the  speech  of  Capt.  Key,  who  is 
well  known  as  the  coarse  fisherman's  friend ;  the 
harmony  of  the  evening  was  rendered  by  Miss 
Crossthwaite  Wicks,  Taylor,  Robinson,  Goss  and 
A.  Vincent.  Angling  prospects  for  the  week-end 
look  promising,  and  should  it  continue  good  baskets 
of  grayling  should  be  got.— ^John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North   of  Scotland. — Owing  to  the  spell  of 
genial  weather  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  and  such  like 


December  1,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


407 


streams  have  been  in  great  flood  again,  and  little 
chance  ha^  been  afforded  the  spawners  to  get  on  to 
their  accustomed  redds.  However,  the  weather  has 
now  a<5sumed  a  firmer  tone,  and  with  a  night  or  two 
of  frost  the  rivers  will  soon  attain  their  normal  size. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  family- 
have  this  week  left  for  the  South,  so  have  Admiral 
Sir  Chas.  Fane  and  others  from  Deeside,  so  that 
only  a  very  few  now  remain  in  any  of  the  country 
houses  or  shooting  lodges.  The  Duke  of  Fife,  K.T., 
has  just  intimated  a  gift  of  Duff  House  grounds  and 
fishings  to  the  communities  of  Banff  and  Macduff, 
which  has  evoked  unbounded  enthusiasm  and 
admiration  throughout  the  North.  Especially 
valuable  is  the  half  mile  of  the  Deveron,  which  is 
excellently  stocked  with  yellow  trout  at  all  times, 
and  carries  a  fine  head  of  both  salmon  and  sea-trout 
during  the  autumn. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Lough  Currane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

All  the  rivers  are  flooded,  and  the  lakes  have  risen 
?=everal  inches.  Spawning  has  gone  on  very  satis- 
factorily, and  poaching  has  been  kept  well  in  check. 
— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aberystwyth. — Weather  has  been  inclement,  but 
fair  catches  of  whiting  were  had  on  Monday  and 
Wednesday,  Jlonday's  fishing  being  greatly  inter- 
fered with  by  dogfish.  On  Wednesday,  Boatman 
Greig  Brown,  in  the  San  Toy,  took  the  first  cod  for 
the  season  in  the  bay,  the  fish  weighing  about  lolb. 
— Aber. 

Ballinskelligs.— The  weather  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  has  been  wild  and  the  sea  rough, 
but  on  one  day  that  was  favourable  four  anglers 
took  176  whiting  seaward  of  Horse  Island — T.  J.  D. 

Bnruham-on-Crouch. — Some  e.xceeding]y  good 
fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Roach  and  Crouch 
rivers  during  the  past  week.  On  Nov.  24,  Messrs. 
Cockerell,  Veale,  and  friends  from  Southend,  out  with 
Cooper  in  the  Ness  Hole,  caught  seven  score  of  fish 
(various,  but  principally  pouting) ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
Bermondsey,  caught  271b.  weight,  among  which 
were  several  nice  codling.  On  Nov.  25  several 
members  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  A.S. 
came  down,  and  their  united  catch  was  five  score 
of  fish,  which  was  very  good  considering  the  short 
time  they  were  fishing.  Several  boats  were  out 
with  the  Briny  Anglers,  but  sport  with  them  was 
rather  slack,  I  was  informed.  On  Nov.  26, 
Messrs.  F.  Rogers,  T.  Havers,  and  H.  Short  had 
some  very  good  pouting  and  one  codling.  On  Nov.  25 
the  brothers  Cooper  had  the  best  catch  of  the  day — 
dabs,  whiting,  and  pouting,  some  of  the  latter  fish 
very  large.  The  tides  will  not  be  suitable  this 
week-end  for  angling. — .J.  Weight. 

Deal. — After  the  long  continuation  of  wild  and 
stormy  weather  came  a  spell  of  fine  weather  and 
the  water  in  fair  condition  which  enabled  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society  to  carry  their  annual  three 
days'  competition  on  with  great  succe -s,  and  to-day, 
Nov.  28,  wind  westerly  and  cloudy,  and  decent 
takes  of  fine  whiting  and  some  good  cod  landed ; 
with  this  open  weather  sport  should  remain  fair. — 
Edwaed  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (tbe  Pier).— The  whiting  have  at  last  put 
in  an  appearance  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
some  fair  pier  catches  have  lately  been  made,  but 
sport  has  not  at  any  time  been  brisk.  A  few  larger 
fish  have  been  caught,  chiefly  during  evening  hours, 
and  with  the  forthcoming  spring  tides  great  improv- 
ment  should  speedily  ensue.  On  Friday  (Nov.  23) 
some  very  fair  catches  of  whiting  were  made  in  the 
afternoon,  Mr.  Wiggins  also  securing  a  codling 
of  5ilb..  and  Mr.  Waddell  two  of  SJlb.  and  71b.  Mr. 
Jewell  was  the  most  successful  night  angler,  his  best 
fish  being  a  shapely  cod  of  8Jlb.  The  water  was 
exceptionally  clear  on  Nov.  24,  and  but  little  was 
done  throughout  the  day ;  but  in  the  evening  fair 
mixed  catches  were  made  by  all  present,  but  no 
large  fish  came  to  hand.  Mr.  Francis  had  a 
codling  of  61b.  on  the  following  day,  but  many 
others  did  scarcely  anything,  and  at  night  the 
pier  was  practically  deserted.  The  anglers  on 
Monday  comprised  Messrs.  Young,  Backhouse, 
Burslem,  Band,  Richardson,  Aitchison,  McCann, 
Graham,  Jewell,  Wiggins,  W.  Dodd,  and  one 
lady.  Mis.  Graham.  A  few  whiting  and  pouting 
were  caught,  and  Mrs.  Graham  took  a  21b. 
pollack  in  the  evening,  while  Mr.  Wiggins  secured 
a  handsome  one  weighing  81b.  Mrs.  Allison 
Wolff,  Mrs.  Dixon,  Mrs.  Dodd,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Burslem,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr.  Cruiekshank,  Mr.  Philips, 
Mr.  Rose  and  several  others  fished  on  Nov.  27,  and 
some  good  sport  with  whiting  was  obtained  upon 
the  flood  tide,  while  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Dodd  took 
two  codling  of  41b.  each,  and  Mrs.  Dixon  one  of  51b. 
Mr.  Jewell  had  a  51b.  codling  early  on  Wednesday 
morning,  and  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Heather,  Mr. 
Grant,  Master  Hart,  Mr.  Holt-Schooling  Mr.  Pier- 


point.  Mr.  Hume,  Mr.  Band,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Brooks, 
Mr.  Welch,  and  a  few  others  experienced  very  fair 
sport  with  whiting,  nearly  all  of  which  were  taken 
upon  white  baits.  Master  Hart  had  a  codling  of 
over  41b.,  but  the  majority  did  but  little.  —  J. 
RiCHABD,soN  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sea  angling  may  now  be  considered  as 
practically  over  for  the  year  at  this  station.  On  the 
whole  it  may  be  fairlv  termed  an  average  season, 
though  pollack  afforded  but  poor  sport  generally 
speaking. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Nov.  27)  is  very  mild,  and  the  sea  fairly  smooth. 
There  is  not  enough  wind,  however,  for  the  large 
boats  to  get  on  the  outer  grounds,  but  the  smaller 
boats  have  been  doing  fairly  well  in  the  bays  and 
harbour.  Sport  is  still  good  up  the  Yealm,  and  some 
big  fish  have  been  taken  at  the  back  of  the  Mewstone 
by  these  boats.  The  bass,  however,  have  not  been 
so  plentiful  during  the  week.  Some  fine  pollack  are 
just  now  to  be  found  at  the  Millbay  piers  and  docks. 
The  fish  are  a  very  fair  size,  and  are  no  doubt 
attracted  by  the  great  quantities  of  smelt  that  are 
to  be  found  there  usually  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Bass  fishers  at  Laira  Bridge  have  been  doing  fairly 
well,  and  they  are  also  in  the  Hamoaze.  I  have 
just  seen  a  blue  shark  that  has  been  caught  in  the 
nets.  It  was  about  six  feet  long,  and  the  fishermen 
had  it  on  a  cart  parading  the  streets  and  gathering 
coppers.  There  are  a  lot  of  them  about  now  after 
the  herrings  and  pilchards. — William  Hbardee. 

Wejrmouth.  —  Tlie  weather  having  improved 
lately,  sea-anglers  have  had  much  better  sport, 
although  not  cfuite  up  to  the  average  for  this  time* 
of  year.  Harbour  fishing  is  very  good,  'especially 
with  regard  to  small  ba^s,  large  numbers  of  which 
are  continually  passing  up  and  down  with  the  tide. 
Messrs.  Cox  and  Fowles  with  two  friends  took  nine 
dozen  and  four  bass,  and  on  Nov.  23  very  good 
sport  for  two  hours'  fishing.  Several  catches  of  two 
to  three  dozen  are  also  reported.  W.  Moggeridge 
and  J.  Parkman  have  had  several  conger,  heaviest. 
7Jlb.,  also  skate  up  to  81b.  Last  week-end  I 
took  twelve  pollack  of  a  total  weight  of  201b., 
while  E.  Haggett  has  averaged  over  |cwt.  of 
pollack  for''  several  days  running.  A  lot  of  small 
plaice  have  also  been  taken  in  the  harbour  lately, 
about  ^Ib.  in  weight.  Prospects  for  week-end  are 
much  better  than  they  have  been  for  sorrie  time, 
that  is  if  the  wind  still  holds  in  the  right  quarter. — 
Chas.  J.  Russell  (W.  A.  A.). 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


Ok  Wednesday  the  members  experienced  another 
disappointment  —  a  heavy  one.  Owing  to  the 
unfortunate  absence  from  town  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  he  was  unable  to  give  his  promised 
paper  upon  "Fishing  in  Ireland,"  illustrated  by  the 
lantern  slides,  for  the  preparation  and  showing  of 
which  he  is  so  justly  celebrated.  But  the  pleasure 
is  still  in  reserve — he  will  on  his  return  find  an 
opportunity. 

So  the  evening  became  one  for  the  exchange  of 
many  pleasant  experiences,  including  some  of  the 
experiences  of  the  members  at  Deal  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  society's  annual  competition  there 
on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  last. 

The  recorded  results,  the  chairman  said,  would, 
as  usual,  be  dealt  with  promptly  by  the  committee, 
some  little  time  being  required  to  ascertain  options 
from  winners  of  more  than  one  of  the  competitions, 
but  who  could  only  take  one  prize.  The  official  list 
of  winners  would  then  be  at  once  communicated. 

The  competition  had  been  admirably  carried  out. 
For  the  Boat  Competition  there  were  220  entries — 
160  members  actually  competed  in  the  three  davs. 
On  Sunday  there  were  106  boats  counted,  120 
actually  employed.  The  fishing  was,  on  the  whole, 
very  good.  Mr.  Emms  took  a  very  handsome  turbot 
of  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  Lamb,  a  cod  of  221b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  Parker 
had  one  of  Ifl^lb.,  a  fine  fish  ;  Mr.  Ray  had  two  on 
at  once,  but  did  not  boat  them  ;  so  had  Mr.  Mallett, 
who  did,  his  boatman  being  very  quick  with  the 
gaff.  A  pollack  of  131b.  9oz.  was  taken;  another 
of  101b.  ;  and  a  gurna'd,  a  fish  not  often  caught  at 
Deal.  A  one-eyed  conger  proved  to  be  a  curiosity, 
there  was  no  trace  of  its  ever  having  had  two ; 
83-Mb.  of  sizable  fish  appeared  to  be  the  heaviest 
weisht  taken. 

The  reception  of  the  committee  by  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  at  the  Theatre  Royal  on  Saturday 
night  was  described  as  a  gratifying  incident,  and  the 
smoking  concert  that  followed  a  very  well  arranged 
and  carried  out  function.  The  programme  was  an 
excellent  one,  and  the  string  band  of  the  Royal 
Marines  discoursed  good  music,  the  manner  of 
which,  so  perfect  and  so  well  known,  needs  no 
comment. 

Mr.  Mallett  reported  that  the  "  Ballycotton 
incident"  was  not  yet  closed.  Mr.  Nickels  was 
down  there  with  a  new  patented  and  specially 


designed  rod  for  the  capture  of  monsters,  and  as 
there  were  at  this  seaaon  many  big  coalfish  and 
conger  on  that  station  he  trusted  the  members 
would  hear  more  of  it. 

Next  Wednesday  one  of  the  society's  very  sociable 
musical  evenings  would  be  held  at  the  Fetter-lane 
room-*.  On  Dec.  12  (the  "  ladies'  night")  a  concert 
will  be  held  at  the  C'axton  Hall  at  7-30  for  8  p.m. 
Members  were  requested  to  at  once  apply  for  any 
extra  (free)  tickets  they  may  require.  It  is  a  large 
hall,  and  the  committee  were  prepared  to  receive  a 
large  company  of  members  and  friends  and  their 
ladies. 

The  meeting  closed  at  an  unusually  early  hour, 
for  none  but  a  glutton,  after  the  three  days  at  Deal, 
wanted  to  hear  much  more  about  fish.  H.  P. 


Jlssociaiions,  cfc. 


Anglo-Fkench  Piscatoeials. 
At  a  fully-attended  meeting  (Mr.  Fischer  presid- 
ing) it  was  decided  to  hold  a  Competition  at 
Twickenham  on  Dec.  9.  Entries  close  on  'Dec.  5. 
During  the  week  the  following  weighed  in  fish  : — 
Mr.'I.  Isaacs,  20-|lb.  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  C.  Franco, 
121b.  4oz.  dace,  Mr.  I.  Israel,  101b.  roach  and  dace, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  fishing  with  Mr.  A.  Abrahams  at 
Twickenham  (with  Bob  Spong),  in  four  hours  took 
371b.  7oz.  of  good  roach.  One  of  the  most  active 
members,  Mr.  Fischer,  who  is  taking  up  his  home  in 
America,  was  presented  with  an  illuminated  address 
wishing  him  health,  wealth,  and  prosperity.  On 
Sunday,  at  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abrahams  had  about  201b.  of  whiting  and  pout. 
On  Monday,  Mrs.  Abrahams  (fishing  alone)  took 
over  301b.  of  fish,  one  of  the  whiting  scaling  21b. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  Nov.  21.  The  attention 
of  members  was  again  called  to  the  Christmas  outing 
at  Harefield  on  Dec.  2,  and  the  list  of  prizes  was 
added  to.  Mr.  E.  Blagrave  presented  the  society 
with  a  copy  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin's  (the  "Trent 
Otter")  latest  book,  and  was  suitably  thanked,  and 
similar  thanks  were  accorded  to  him  and  Mr.  H. 
Adams  for  their  report  of  the  business  transacted 
at  the  usual  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  A. A.,  which 
they  attended  on  Nov.  19.  At  Harefield,  on  Nov.  23, 
Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  five  fair-sized  chub,  and 
from  the  Colne  Mr.  Bain  ton  101b.  IJoz.  of  roach 
and  chub  (best,  31b.  gjoz.).  On  Nov.  25,  at  Hare- 
field, Messrs.  Moffatt,  Rodbur,  and  Wood-Barrett 
had  roach,  and  from  another  locality  Mr.  Dalmer 
took  71b.  loz.  of  dace  and  roach  (best,  1  lb.  3Joz. 
and  lib.  3oz.)  and  a  jack;  Mr.  Barnes  a  nice  lot  of 
roach  (best,  lib.  8oz.)i  and  Messrs.  Bainton  and 
Blagrave  a  few  roach.  It  may  perhaps  be  men- 
tioned that  most  of  the  fish  were  kept  alive  and 
turned  into  the  river  at  Harefield.  There  will  be 
a  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the 
competition  on  Dec.  2  at  London  headquarters  on 
Friday,  Dec.  21,  at  8.30  p.m.— E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  nice  show  of  fish,  a  somewhat  moderate  show 
of  members,  and  a  fair  quantity  of  fishing  reports 
were  some  of  the  principal  features  of  the  meeting 
at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  over  which 
Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon  very  efficiently  presided.  Some 
nice  fish  were  exhibited,  including  roach  from  a 
metropolitan  reservoir  by  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont,  also 
by  Mr.  F.  E.  Loneon,  Mr.  Hurren  also  having  fish 
(perch)  from  a  similar  water;  whilst  from  the  mid 
Thames  Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  had  half  a  dozen  good 
chub,  and  kindly  presented  an  artistic  photo  of 
the  catch ;  Mr.  Phillips  reported  roa-^h  from  Ring- 
wood,  whilst  Mr.  Merritt,  from  another  locality,  had 
jack;  from  Leigh  Mr.  J.  Birch  had  taken  good 
flounders  up  to  21b.  2oz.,  besides  dabs,  whilst 
Messrs.  Dryden  and  Salisbury  had  a  mixed  catch 
of  flounders,  plaice,  and  dabs,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  also 
having  flatfish  off  Southend.  The  chairman  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  A.  G.  Merritt  a  prize  winch  (the  gift 
of  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox)  won  in  a  recent  jack  competition. 
A  most  enjoyable  smoking  concert  followed,  the 
items  being  very  nicely  arranged  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett, 
who  very  ably  presided  at  the  piano,  members 
and  friends  who  assisted  including  Messrs.  Barrett, 
Bergmann,  Cox,  jun.,  Davies,  Hurren,  Loneon,  and 
others,  "  The  Angler's  Song,"  from  Izaak  Walton, 
and  the  National  Anthem  winding  up  a  very 
pleasant  entertainment.  The  artistes  who  aisisted 
having  received  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks,  the  toast 
of  the  C.L.P.S.  and  also  that  of  the  chairman  were 
duly  honoured,  the  latter  musically.  Will  members 
kindly  note  that  there  will  be  a  "  scientific  evening  " 
on  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  4,  and  on  the  following 
Tuesday,  Dec.  11,  a  chub  competition. — Hon.  Sec. 
Gkesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Zerfass  presided  at  the  weekly  meeting 
on  Tuesday  last.  Further  information  relating  to 
the  Thpale  water  was  to  hand,  and  those  who  have 
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visited  the  fishery  are  of  opinion  that  given  fair 
conditions  good  sport  should  be  had.  Good  accom- 
modation can  be  obtained  at  the  Railway  Inn, 
Theale,  and  ihis  w^ithin  ten  minutes*  walk  of  the 
water.  A  map  is  being  prepared,  and  each  member 
will  probably  be  furnished  with  a  copy.  Some 
excellent  roach  have  been  creeled  at  Kelvedon 
during  the  week,  Mr.  Salmond  taking  20lb.,  six  of 
them  going  over  IJlb.  each  besides  having  been 
broken  up  several  times  by  larger  fish.  Mr.  Gill  was 
also  unfortunate  in  this  respect,  as  he  hooked, 
played,  and — lost  alas  !  the  largest  roach  he  'ever 
had  on:  he  estimated  this  at  31b.  *He  was  fortunate, 
however,  in  landing  roach  up  to  Iflb.  Mr.  F.  J. 
Gray  had  a  nice  bag  of  capital  roach.  The  report 
from  this  fishery  to-day  is  to  the  ©fleet  that  the 
water  is  in  fine  condition.  The  December  pro- 
gramme will  be  forwarded  in  a  day  or  two.  There 
will  be  a  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next  at  7 
prompt.  Members  visiting  Theale  must  produce 
their  membership  card  if  required. — Hon.  Sec. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society. 
The  house  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Monday  eA  onLng  was  a  great  success.  The  president, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  occupied  the  chair,  and  an 
excellent  menu  was  liberally  discussed.'^  *  The 
chairman  afterwards  read  an  amusing  paper 
entitled  "Eyes  and  Hooks."  At  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  he  gave  one  with  the  title 
of  "Hooks  and  Eyes" — at  the  beginning  of  the 
twentieth  century  he  reversed  the  heading  as 
above.  He  showed  that  while  the  eve  could  never 
draw  a  blank,  the  hook  frequently  failed  to  get  fish. 
Besides  the  absorbing  interest  to  be  derived  from 
watching  birds  and  beasts,  much  pleasure  was 
ev  olved  from  making  autopsies  of  the  catches. 
Strange  discoveries  were  often  made  in  this  way. 
For  instance,  in  the  middle  of  December  last  vear 
he  got  from  out  the  stomach  of  a  grayling  three 
larvae  of  Mayfly""  when  everyone  imagined  the 
latter  were  two  feet  in  the  mud  laving  up  for 
the  winter.  Witty  allusions  were  made  to  the  wet 
fly  man,  he  who  affected  the  "  semi-submerged  " 
lure,  and  the  exalted  angler  who  was  a  dry  fly  purist. 
The  paper  abounded  with  wit  and  was  much 
en  joved  by  the  large  company  assembled.  A  dis- 
cussion took  place  as  to  netting  the  grayling  out  of 
the  Lambourn  at  Newbury,  but  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  it  was  decided  to  allow  the  grayling  to 
remain.  Mr.  M.  E.  Mosely  exhibited  some  beautiful 
specimens  of  flies  and  larvoc  he  had  mounted  for  the 
society,  which  were  much  admired. — Hon.  Sec. 


Pfovineial  flugling  Ilotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thit/rsday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMIl^GHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  clubs  are  just  now  in  a  very  active  state, 
the  members  are  trooping  up  to  their  clubs  in  order 
to  pay  ofi  their  back  subscriptions  and  to  become 
clear  upon  the  books  for  the  year  that  is  now 
drawing  to  a  close.  General  meetings  are  being 
held  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the  coming 
year ;  balance  sheets  with  the  clubs'  auditors' 
reports  will  be  submitted  to  the  members  '  at 
the  ordinary  quarterly  meetings.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances we  are  in  a  very  animated  state. 
Mr.  H.  Picken,  of  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  gave  a  lecture  on  the  evening  of  Nov.  23, 
with  limelight  views,  entitled  "Anglers'  Resorts." 
The  lecture  was  given  at  the  association  head- 
quarters ;  the  attendance  was  not  over  large,  but 
those  who  attended  were  more  than  pleased 
with  the  lecture  and  views.  A  collection  was  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Similar  lectures  will  take  place  on  Friday  evenings 
during  the  winter  season.  We  have  had  some 
little  fine  warm  weather  during  the  middays, 
and  a«  our  rivers  are  now  down  to  their 
normal  level  again,  sport  has  been  better.  Chub 
fishing  on  the  Severn  has  been  indulged  in.  and  fish 
over  31b.  each  have  been  taken,  together  with 
some  good  roach  from  the  Arley  portion  of 
the  Severn  at  Eardington,  above  Arley.  Some 
good  chub  have  been  taken.  The  Trent  and 
Avon  have  both  been  out  over  the  banks  in  the  low 
lying  districts,  but  they  are  now  fishable,  and  some 
good  fish  should  be  taken  with  the  fall  of  the  water. 
Live  bait  fishing  prospects  should  be  satisfactory. 
The  recent  rains  have  not  interfered  with  our  pools 
and  reservoirs — it  has  to  an  extent  discoloured  them, 
but  they  are  now  in  good  order  for  pike  fishing. 
The  Teme  at  Tenbury  and  Ludlow  has  been  out  of 
condition,  but  is  now  in  good  order,  the  heavy  flush 
having  done  this  and  other  rivers  a  vast  amount  of 
good.  If  the  present  weather  will  only  hold  out 
good  baskets  should  be  made  at  our  popular  resorts 
at  the  week-end. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  milder  and  mors  settled  weather  has  enabled 
considerably  more  anglers  to  get  to  work  on  the 
Fen  waters,  and  although  some  of  them  have  been 
running  in  heavy  volume,  sport  has  really  been 
first-class.  Roach  fishing,  of  couri=e,  has  pre- 
dominated, and  the  Witham  fi  nd  its  tributaries  have 
been  extensively  patronised.  The  swims  at  Bardney 
have  been  productive  of  some  marvellous  kills, 
chieflv  by  using  the  worm-bait.  In  the  Chapel 
Hill  district,  too,  some  very  nice  lots  of  roach  have 
also  been  creeled.  During  the  flood- waters  anglers 
have  been  getting  all  the  best  sport  by  fishing  close 
to  the  sides  of  the  streams.  Some  have  accounted 
for  baskets  weighing  up  to  18lb.,  and  many  single 
fish  are  mentioned  as  weighing  up  to  IJlb.  Occa- 
sionally a  good  perch  has  been  met  with,  and  one 
day  last  week-end  at  Dogdyke  two  fish  fell  to 
one  rod  weighing  2\\h.  and  21b.  respectively. 
Although  the  minor  drains  in  the  Boston  district 
were  somewhat  neglected  last  week,  they  are — 
thanks  to  the  brighter  weather — now  being  visited 
by  many  local  rods.  The  Forty-foot  has — on 
occasions — fished  well  for  roach,  and  pike  fishing, 
which  was  upset  by  the  flood-waters,  is  now 
beginning  to  improve.  A  brace  weighing  16 Jib. 
was  killed  on  a  length  of  the  river  between  Swines- 
head  and  Hubbert's  Bridge  on  Nov.  24. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  this  week  has  been  in  nice  con- 
dition, and  from  Hempholme,  WiKholme,  and  Arrami 
some  nice  fish  have  been  secured,  some  of  the  roach 
weighed  up  to  1  lb.  and  1  lb.  2^oz.  each,  chiefly  being 
taken  with  pearl  barley  and  paste.  Worm  fisher- 
men have  also  obtained  nice  dace,  perch,  and 
roach  in  the  tributaries.  The  Driffield  Canal  is  also 
in  good  condition,  roach  and  dace  being  taken  in 
good  quantities  at  Brigham  and  Wansford.  The 
Market  Weighton  'Canal  and 'Foulness  are  now  fur- 
nishing fair  sport  in  pike  fishing  at  Newport  and 
Broomfleet ;  but  the  top  ponds  are  now  in  an 
unsettled  condition  for  anglers.  Reports  from 
the  Lincolnshire  waters  are  very  fair,  both  pike 
and  roach  furnishing  nice  sport  on  the  Ludd 
and  Ancholme.  A  new  angling  club  has  been 
formed  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  New  Clarence-street, 
and  a  good  number  of  local  anglers  have  been  en- 
rolled. It  is  called  the  Hull  Gardeners'  Angling 
Association. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  a  chance  of  the 
Bollin  running  into  form.  As  for  the  Ribble,  Wyre, 
and  Lune  there  is  absolutely  nothing  to  report. 
From  Openshawl  comes  news  that  they  mean  to 
have  a  trophy  for  competition,  and  may  they  get  it, 
for  surely  they  deserve  it.  There  is  a  "  puny " 
effort  in  opposition,  but  it  will  not  matter  much. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  take  first  place  this  week  in 
our  thoughts  and  confabs.  They  are  doing  their 
best  for  angling  by  supporting  everything  that  is 
right.  Just  at  present  Dick  Pendlebury  is  their 
chief  care,  he  has  cancer  on  the  tongue  and  con- 
sumption, surely  enough  to  be  going  on  with.  They 
are  a  spirited  lot  of  men,  and  at  present  are  heavily 
•stocking  their  waters,  admitting  approved  candidates 
for  membership,  and  arranging  for  a  ladies'  evening. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  run  into  good  condition  for  chub 
and  pike  fishing,  and  many  pike  have  been  caught, 
especially  on  the  Shardlow  waters,  where,  on 
Nov.  24,  four  sportsmen  took  twenty-nine  from  the 
bank  in  the  West  Meadow.  Three  of  the  number 
weighed,  I  hear,  a  trifle  over  21  lb.  Mr.  J.  Cullen 
and  Mr.  A.  Whitty,  of  the  Kelham  Club,  secured 
four  of  about  61b.  each  on  those  waters  on  Tuesday, 
and  higher  up  the  river,  or  at  Kneeton  Hills,  Mr. 
Geo.  Fish  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson  ran  and  landed 
five  or  six.  But  piking  all  round  has  improved, 
and  whilst  the  present  state  of  things  continue  the 
whole  of  the  favourite  resorts  are  sure  to  be 
extensively  patronised.  The  writer,  with  a  friend, 
has  been  fairly  busy  amongst  roach  with  the  tail- 
end  of  the  lobworm,  and  capital  takes  of  the  red 
fins  appear  to  have  been  associated  with  the  Clifton 
Grove  and  Wilford  reaches.  A  few  big  bream  are 
reported  to  have  been  met  with  at  Weston,  which 
used  to  be  the  best  reach  on  the  Trent  for  these 
species,  and  aldermanic  roach.  But  the  break- 
down of  King's  Mills  Weirs  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
spoilt  the  once  famous  waters  bordering  on  the 
old  clia. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  Uttle  angling  has  been  done  in  this  district 
of  late.  There  has  been  a  heavy  rise  on  the  Teme, 
which  became  discoloured  and  quite  out  of  order. 
The  Avon  has  overrun  its  banks,  but  was  not  much 


discoloured,  and  the  Severn,  like  the  other  rivers, 
has  been  high  and  out  .of  condition.  Some  of  our 
local  sportsmen  visited  the  Lugg  and  Arrow,  to 
find  them  high  and  discoloured  and  grayling  fishing 
Quite  off.  We  have  now  had  several  dry  days,  and 
the  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  going  down  nicely, 
and  in  another  week  they  should  be  in  good 
condition  for  angling,  and  should  we  have  some 
frosts,  we  should  have  good  sport  among  the  gray- 
ling and  pike  in  particular.  Two  anglers  had  a 
dety's  piking  in  private  water.  They  caught  eleven 
fish,  but  tliev  were  •mall.  Still,  the  weather  was 
beautiful,  and  the  sport  much  enjoyed.  The  York 
House  Angling  Club  held  their  prize  distribution 
and  smoking  concert  on  Wednesday  last,  when 
there  was  a  large  company  of  members  and  friends 
— Councillor  Till  occupied  the  chair.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  F.  Thomas, 
who  briefly  replied,  saying  it  was  a  pleasure  to  be 
secretary  to  such  a  club,  as  a  better  lot  of  sports- 
men could  not  be  found.  The  club  finished  the 
season  with  a  balance  in  hand.  The  prize-winners 
were  Messrs.  H.  Osborne,  H.  Tliompson,  Long, 
Dolphin,  Annis,  Miles,  Gregory,  and  Dufly,  Mr. 
H.  Osborne  taking  the  cup  and  medal  for  the 
heaviest  weight  of  fish  during  the  season. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  in  some  districts  have  had  to  wait  until 
high  floods  subsided  before  they  anticipated  either 
pleasure  or  success  from  fishing.  The  Swale  has 
been  full  of  storm  water,'  owing  to^  heavy  rains 
in  the  Richmond  district.  Successful  week-end 
angling  on  the  Ure  banks  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Boroughbridge  was  out  of  the  question, 
the  water  being  thick  and  muddy.  Moreover, 
the  fish  are  glutted  with  food.  Very  little  sport 
among  the  grayling  is  reported  from  the  Lower  Rye 
and  Derwent.  As  there  seems  but  poor  prospect  of 
frosty  weather  to  liven  the  fish  up,  grayling 
anglers  generally  do  not  derive  much  encourage- 
ment for  the  approaching  holiday  season.  Purely 
local  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York  has 
lately  made  no  headway,  the  condition  of  the 
Ouse  being  unfavourable  for  rod  and  line  work  in 
any  form.  The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamation 
had  occasion  for  jubilation  at  their  annual  dinner 
the  other  night,  the  secretary  reporting  an  increase 
of  411  members  on  the  year.  The  society  has  done 
well'  by  the  lakes  in  Roundhay  Park,  having  paid 
great  attention  to  stocking. 

NOTES^ROivT  IRELAN  D. 

The  weather  has  got  much  milder,  and  accounts 
from  the  principal  spawning  rivers  show  that 
matters  have  progressed  satisfactorily  enough, 
though  poaching  has  been  reported  here  and  there 
in  the  southern  province.  Probably  we  shall  hear 
more  about  poaching  during  the  Christmas  time, 
as  it  is  at  this  season  that  the  most  destruction  is 
done  among  the  spawning  and  even  spawned  fish. 
Sea  angling  continues  practically  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  high  seas.  It  will  be  resumed  at  several 
places  on  the  Atlantic  coast  as  soon  as  the  weather 
and  water  conditions  permit,  the  fish  to  be  sought 
for  being  principally  whiting. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  rivers  are  toning  down  a  bit  after  the  recent 
heavy  rains,  which  swept  them  thoroughly.  The 
very  soft  warm  weather  had  its  effects  apparently 
on  the  trout,  which  in  many  rivers  could  be  seen 
rising,  although  their  condition  for  spawning  is  far 
advanced.  It  is  understood  that  a  further  consign- 
ment of  rainbow  trout  will  be  placed  in  Lough 
Mourne,  as  that  important  source  of  water  supply  to 
Belfast  has  comparatively  few  trout  in  it.  Trout  are 
of  inestimable  value  in  scavenging  water  supplies. 
A  small  army  of  watchers  and  special  keepers  is 
now  employed  on  the  Foyle  and  its  tributaries, 
Mourne,  Strule,  Derg,  Finn,  Glenelly,  etc.,  the  per- 
manent staff  of  the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fisheries  Co. 
having  been  considerably  reinforced  by  a  number  of 
"  season  men."  The  total  number  of  bailiffs  in  the 
district  is  320,  of  which  number  sixty-eight  are  in 
the  employment  of  the  company.  The  latter  men 
are  in  receipt  of  high  pay  and  are  chosen  specially 
for  their  intelligence,  physical  fitness  and  relia- 
bility. The  bulk  of  the  men  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Board  of  Conservators  receive 
comparatively  small  pay.  The  system  of  watching 
these  very  important  salmon  breeding  rivers 
is  as  near  perfection  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  In  the 
past  few  seasons  poaching  has  been  kept  at  a 
minimum,  and,  in  general,  deHnquents  were  made 
amenable.  The  impounding  of  salmon  has  begun 
at  the  Kilrea  hatchery,  on  the  Bann,  some  salmon 
having  been  already  stripped.  The  other  day  a 
female  salmon  came  into  the  impounding  pond  with 
a  label  attached  to  its  dorsal  fin.  It  measures  33in. 
in  length,  and  weighs  101b.  The  register  shows  that 
this  fish  was  stripped  on  Jan.  19,  1905,  marked  and 
released  at  the  seune  hatchery.  It  then  weighed  41b., 
and  its  length  was  25in. 
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HowiETOUN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

OF 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 

Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING."  Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 

Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova. 

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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^ofcs  from  il^e  '^oxt^). 


The  late  birds  are  now  taking  their  departure 
for  the  sunny  south,  and  with  them  go  the  last  of 
our  autumn  visitors.  Yet  they  may  go  far  and 
fare  worse  than  in  the  north  just  now,  so  bahuy 
is  the  weather. 


The  Duke  o£  Richmond  and  Gordon  leaves  for 
Goodwood  this  week.  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Fane 
left  on  Monday  for  London,  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Niool 
and  others  are  all  en  route,  or  will  be  soon. 

The  rivers  have  been  in  enormoiis  spate  again 
with  melting  snows.  The  Spey  has  been  all  over 
its  banks,  and  the  Dee,  Don,  and  kindred  streams 
are  running  "  full  speed  ahead." 

r  The  spawning  season  is  being  retarded  with  the 
floods,  and  just  when  fish  were  getting  on  to  the 
redds.  At  first  the  floods  were  helpful  and  in  the 
interests  of  an  early  season,  but  all  advantage  has 
now  been  lost  so  far  as  time  is  concerned. 


The  watchers  about  Aboyne  and  Kincardine 
O'Neil  have  not  been  able  to  make  anything  like 
acevirate  observations  on  the  Dee  as  yet  as  to  the 
number  of  spawners  on  tlie  various  redds,  and  any 
estimate  that  can  now  be  made  must  be  guess- 
work ;  but  on  the  side  streams  the  pairs  of  working 
fish  are  not  so  difficult  to  covmt. 

The  Duke  of  Fife,  K.T.,  has  just  intimated  to 
the  towns  of  Bani?  and  Macduff  the  princely  gift 
of  Duff  House  and  grounds  as  a  public  park,  and 
for  the  public  use  of  the  two  communities. 

Special  Scotch. 


PALMERSTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  autumn  dinner  took  place  at  Simpson's, 
Strand,  on  Nov.  21,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
H.  G.  McMicken.  After  the  toast  of  "  The  King," 
the  chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Palmer- 
ston  Angling  Society."  He  said  that  the  society 
was  in  a  most  happy  position,  new  members  were 
being  continually  enrolled,  and  he  ventured  to 
think  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  find  a  club 
more  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  City  man  ; 
he  himself  had  visited  the  Cambridgeshire  waters 
and  had  spent  a  few  days  at  the  Welney  Club 
House,  where  members  would  find  practically  every 
convenience  at  hand,  and  where  fish  could  be  caught 
in  vast  quantities.  He  dwelt  on  the  fact  that 
he  himself  had  lived  many  years  in  the  North-West 
Territory  in  the  days  of  the  pioneer,  and  could 
safely  say  that  members  who  visited  Welney  could 
enjoy  that  same  perfect  freedom  that  he  himself 
used  to  so  fully  appreciate  in  the  far  North- West. 
The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  R.  H.  Charleton,  in 
responding,  said  he  thought  the  fact  that 
members  were  fully  aware  of  the  benefits  the 
society  bestowed  could  not  be  better  illustrated 
than  by  the  registers  at  Welney  and  Croydon. 
Members  had  paid  163  visits  to  the  Croydon  water, 
and  many  enjoyed  very  fair  sport;  300  carp  up  to 
31b.,  250  rudd  and  roach,  and  100  rainbow  trout 
had  been  turned  in  ;  many  more  consignments  would 
arrive  this  season  from  our  Cambridgeshire  waters. 

At  Welney  members  had  enjoyed  excellent  sport, 
several  daily  catches  amounting  to  considerably 
over  300  roach,  rudd,  and'perch.  The  most'notable 
fish  this  season  was  a  perch  of  31b.,  by  Mr.  F.  Todd. 

The  vice-chairman,  Mr.  W.  Mathieson,  in  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  said  that  pre- 
cedent showed  that  visitors  never  attended  our 
dinners  a  second  time,  the  advantages  that  our 
society  offered  were  so  alluring  that  membership 
was  the  only  course  they  could  follow.  This  toast 
was  coupled  with  the  names  of  Messrs.  Grant,  Sutie, 
and  Page,  who  made  suitable  replies. 

In  proposing  the  health  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  W. 
Mathieson  said  that  they  were  greatly  indebted  to 
Mr.  H.  G.  McMicken  for  the  able  manner  in  which 
he  had  filled  th3  chair,  and  for  the  very  lively 
interest  he  had  always  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the 
society. 

In  returning  thanks,  Mr.  H.  G.  McMicken  said 
that  it  was^always  a  pleasure  to  do  all  he  could 
to  forward  the  interests  of  the  society,  whose 
welfare  he  had  very  much  at  heart,  and  he  felt  sure 
that  the  society  had  a  glorious  and  successful  future 
before  it. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  programme  of 
entertainment  was  rendered,  which'was  contributed 
to  by  Messrs.  T.  S.  Locke,  H.  E.  Vandervell,  Mitchell 
Muter,  L.  C.  Page,  H.  G.  M.  Smith,  and  others. 
Mr.  Paish  was  accompanist.  The  proceedings  ter- 
minated with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  ^ 
P,  Vandervell,'  Hon,  Sec. 


DEATH  OF  A  NOTED  ROSS-SHIRE 
ANGLER. 


Theee  has  just  passed  away  at  his  residence, 
Mill-street,  Dingwall,  Mri  George  Small,  late  game- 
keeper and  angler.  Mr.  Small  was  well  known  all 
over  Ross-shire,  having  for  seventeen  years  held 
'the  position  of  head  keeper  on  the  Gruinard  Estates. 
He  had  a  most  extensive  knowledge  of  river  and 
loch  angling,  and  was  for  a  long  period  the  trusted 
servant  of  Mr.  Baring,  of  Normancourt,  Salisbury. 
What  the  late  Mr.  Small  did  not  know  about 
rod  fishing  was  not  worth  knowing,  and  to  see  him 
at  this  form  of  sport  was  to  see  him  at  his  best. 
He  could  cast  a  graceful  and  long  line,  and  was  an 
authority  on  fly-fishing  in  general,  and  as  suited 
to  west  coast  rivers  in  particular.  Many  enthu- 
siastic followers  of  Izaak  Walton  owe  their  flrst 
lessons  in  the  gentle  art  to  Mr.  Small,  who,  like 
many  another  able  exponent,  was  quiet  and  un- 
assuming. The  sympathies  of  a  large  coterie  of 
North  Country  anglers  are  extended  to  Mrs.  Small 
and  her  grown-up  family  in  the  loss  of  a  lovable 
husband  and  kind  friend.  A.  R. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

COMPETITION  AT  RICHMOND. 

FoxTR  hundred  and  ninety-four  competitors 
entered  the  above  on  Nov.  25,  only  thirteen  less 
than  last  year,  a  very  respectable  entry,  considering 
the  slackness  of  trade. 

Two  hundred  weighed  in  a  total  of  1761b.,  the 
lowest  weight  to  take  a  prize  being  1  lb.  lloz. 
The  following  six  headed  the  list : — Mr.  Jenner 
(Putney  A.S.),  41b.  13oz.  ;  Mr.  Martin  (Camden 
A.S.),  41b.  71oz. ;  Mr.  Head  (Putney  A.S.),  41b.  l-Joz.  ; 
Mr.  Rosdall  (Dartmouth  A.S.),  31b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
Rose  (Camden  A.S.),  31b.  lloz.  ;  Mr.  Lewis  (Bromp- 
ton  A.S.),  31b.  9ioz. 

The  fish  taken  were  principally  roach  and  dace, 
with  a  few  bream  and  gudgeon.  A  trout  was 
landed  by  Mr.  Head,  and,  of  course,  returned. 

The  Carlton  Cup  was  easily  won  by  the  Putney 
A.S.  with  four  takes  weighing  131b.  5oz.  The 
Camden  A.S.  finished  second,  and  the  Brompton 
A.S.  third. 

The  start  was  made  by  Mr.  Ashmore's  barge 
promptly  at  ten  o'clock  from  Petersham  Meadows. 
These  are  some  distance  up  stream  from  the  com- 
petition headqviarters,  and  those  who  wished  to 
fish  down  stream  but  had  journeyed  to  the  meadows 
had  a  grievance  that  others  with  a  like  desire 
travelled  too  slowly  to  reach  the  starting  place. 
Apart  from  this  all  arrangements  worked  most 
smoothly.  The  registering  of  tickets  was  very 
expeditious,  and  the  weighing  in  quickly  carried 
out  with  entire  satisfaction  by  Messrs.  Baxter  and 
Hunt,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Every,  Moore,  and 
Wade.  Thanks  are  also  due  to  Messrs.  Ashmore, 
Bragg,  Sayers,  Kynaston,  Page,  Newton,  Woods, 
and  others,  who  helped  generally  iA  the  work  of 
the  day. 

■  A  collection  made  by  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Moffatt,  of 
the  T.A.P.S.,  resulted  in  £2  2s.  for  that  worthy 
object.    X. 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  BOARD. 

A  STATUTOB  eting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
of  the  Esk  (Yorkshire)  was  held  at  Whitby  on  Nov. 
24,  Col.  J.  W.  Richardson,  J. P.,  presiding  over  a 
large  attendance  of  members.  The  clerk  (Mr.  W. 
Brown)  submitted  his  return  as  to  licence  duty, 
and  the  chairman  announced  that  in  accordance 
with  the  amount  three  representative  conservator  i 
would  be  appointed  for  the  fishermen.  During  the 
year  forty-one  licences  had  been  issued  for  salmon 
nets  at  sea  ;  the  revenue  was  £102  10s.  ;  the  aggre 
gate  catches,  9161,  and  the  average  weight,  4-2931b. 
With  respect  to  salmon  rod  licences,  nineteen  had 
been  issued,  bringing  in  a  revenue  of  £45.  The 
fish  landed  numbered  235,  the  average'weight 
being  6-1401b.  Five  hundred  and  sixty-three  trout 
licences  had  been  issued,  which  brovight  in  a  revenue 
of  £42  4s.  6d.  The  weight  of  fish  caught  at  sea 
by  net  amounted  to  17  tons,  llcwt.  3qf.  251b., 
and  the  total  value  of  fish  landed  from  all  sources 
amounted  to  £2266.'  The  average  per  boat  was 
£54  15s.  8Jd.,  and  ihe  average  price^per  pound 
realised  was  121 12d.  The  report  was  unani- 
mously adopted.  Sir  Francis  Ley,  Bart.,  raised 
the  question  regarding  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
a  bye-law  so  as  "to  have  two^classes  of  nets — one 
for  salmon^and  the'^'other  for  trout.  The  clerk 
replied  in  the  negative.  After  some  discussion,  Sif 
Francis  Ley  moved  that  the  committee "''inquii'e 
and  report  as  to  the  practicability  of  two  varying 
licences— salmon  and  trout,    By^that  he  wished  to 


infer  that  the  trout  lioenoes  would  be  much  lower 
than  the  salmon,  and  the  trout  nets  would  have  a 
smaller  mesh.  Mr.  J.  Popple  supported  the  motion, 
adding  that  if  anything  could  be  done  to  reduce  the 
number  of  bull-trout  In  the  river  It  would  be  of 
benefit  to  all  concerned.  He  hoped  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  would  be  produced  for  con- 
sideration at  their  next  quarterly  meeting.  The 
motion  was  carried  unanimously.  J,  J. 


THE  FOOD  VALUE  OF  THE 
SCOTTISH  HERRING. 


A  Blue  Book  containing  the  third  part  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Scottish  Fishery  Board  was 
issued  on  Nov.  21.  It  states  that  the  investigations 
on  the  Ballantrae  bank  do  not  lend  support  to 
the  theory  that  seine-net  fishing  at  Ballantrae 
injures  the  herring  fishing  in  Loch  Fyne.  The  in- 
vestigations in  Loch  Fyne  concern  the  decline  in 
the  yield  of  the  fishery  in  recent  years,  and  attempts 
have  been  made  to  trace  the  migration  of  herrings 
by  marking  and  otherwise,  but  no  conclusive  results 
have  been  as  yet  obtained.    As  part  of  the  series 

researches  now  being  carried  out  by  the  Scientifio 
'  epartment  of  the  Board  on  the  Herring  and  Herring 
Fisheries,  it  was  decided  to  obtain  analyses  of 
herrings  in  order  to  determine  their  composition  and 
food  value  at  different  periods  of  their  development, 
especially  when  ripe  or  nearly  mature  and  when 
spent.  This  investigation  was  undertaken  by  Dr. 
T.  H.  Milroy,  Professor  of  Physiology,  Queen's 
College,  Belfast,  who  furnishes  an  important  paper 
on  the  subject.  Herrings  have  been  analysed 
before,  but  the  results  have  shown  m\ich  discrepancy 
from  the  fact  that  the  season  of  the  year  or  the 
sexual  development  of  the  fish  has  been  ignored. 
Professor  Milroy  shows  that  great  differences  in  the 
muscle  of  the  herring  exists  at  different  periods, 
even  when  the  herrings  are  taken  from  the  same 
waters.  The  herrings  used  for  the  research  were 
obtained  principally  from  Loch  Fyne,  but  also  from 
Lochboisdale  and  Helmsdale.  The  composition  of 
the  herrings  is  stated  in  terms  of  water,  proteid,  fat, 
and  phosphoric  acid,  and  as  the  muscle  or  flesh 
constitutes  the  main  source  of  the  nutritive  value 
of  the  herring,  it  is  important  to  recognise  the 
variations  in  its  composition.  These  are  most 
striking,  especially  as  concerns  the  percentage  of 
fat  ;  and  as  this  food  principle  possesses  such  a 
high  caloric  value,  any  marked  decrease  in  its 
amount  lowers  the  nutritive  value  of  the  fish  to  a 
serious  extent.  The  lowest  fat  percentage  was  found 
in  the  large  spent  herrings  from  Lochboisdale  in 
February,  and  the  total  amount  of  fat  present  in  the 
collective  muscles  of  the  average  fish  was  exceed- 
ingly small.  In  these  muscles  the  percentage  of 
water  was  higher  than  normal,  but  the  proteid  and 
phosphorus  percentages  were  but  little  affected.  In 
Loch  Fyne  the  fat  percentage  of  the  flesh  of  the 
herring  continues  to  rise  during  August,  September, 
and  October.  It  begins  to  fall  slowly  in  November, 
markedly  in  December,  most  markedly  during 
spawning,  and'  continues  at  a  low  level  iintil  the 
fish  begin  to  feed  again.  With  regard  to  the 
nutritive  value  of  spent  herrings.  Professor  Milroy 
says  the  statements  often  vaguely  made  as  to  their 
unwholesome  character  usually  rest  upon  the  general 
appearance  of  the  flesh,  which  is  undoubtedly  poorer 
in  fat.  But  the  nutritive  value  depends  not  only 
upon  the  fat  but  upon  the  proteids,  and  the  analyses 
show  that  in  this  respect  spent  herrings  compare 
by  no  means  unfavourably  with  the  maturing  or 
mature  fish.  Fully  mature  fish  about  to  spawn  are 
in  the  same  condition  as  freshly-spent  fish.  A 
similar  research  on  the  composition  of  the  herrings 
of  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland  is  now  in  progress. — 
Edinburgh  Evening  News. 


THE  TALLOW  CANDLE  FISH. 


In  the  Colonist,  December,  1879,  and  it  is  also 
related  by  Captain  Leigh,  that  in  the  waters  of 
British  North  America  there  is  a  fish,  an  odd  fish. 

It  is  a  species  of  smelt,  and  may  be  described  as 
an  aquatic  glowworm,  and  may  be  used  in  the  same 
way  as  a  candle,  by  simply  setting  a  light  to  the 
taii,  when  it  will  burn  with  a  flame  as  steady  as 
that  of  the  "  dips "  our  grandfathers  used  to 
have  to  put  up  with  before  gas  was  invented. 

It  is  a  small,  silvery  fish,  averaging  about  14in. 
long,  is  excessively  fat,  and  affords  an  excellent 
and  valuable  oil.  which  is  so  inflammable  that  the 
dried  carcase  will  serve  as  a  torch. 

Among  the  natives  the  fish  is  known  as  the 
oolahan.  and  by  them,  as  by  others  who  have 
tasted  it,  is  considered  one  of  the  most  delicious 
products  of  the  sea,  being  far  more  delicate  in 
flavour  than  the  herring. 

The  fish  are  caught  in  wicker  baskets,  and  are 
smoked  as  much  as  their  oily  nature  will  allow. 
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Beeommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


^  For  Fishings  and  ^ 
111  Shooting^  Bro£ues  ^ 
^        and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, ' 
LONDON,  S.E. 


TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 


COMPANY. 


FOR  SAUE. 


Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout, 


Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 


'"^  Has  found 

Many  Friends, 


ENEMIES 


For 

Preserving  and  Waterproofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 
and 

all  kinds' of  leather  articles. 


NO  "RUBBING  IN"  REQUIRED. 


The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,   WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE    \    **  '/T'  2/-  &  4/-  each,  or 
 ^(    1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  -free. 

To  he  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The    IVId,rS   Oil    COi|    10  &  12,  Milton  street,  LONDON,  E.G. 


Eail  ol  Denliigl's  Fisleries  &  water  Plain  HHiseries 

HOr^YWELL,   ISr.  WALES. 
Speciatity  in 

BROWN  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT 

in  all  stages  of  growth. 

Artificial  Foods  and  Fishery  Appliances  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Waters 
inspected  and  reported  thereon.    For  all  particulars  apply, 

THE  MANAGER,  Fishery  Office,  Holywell. 


are  Legion. 

The  former  include 

FISHERMEN,  TRAVELLERS,  TOURISTS 

Among  the  latter  are 
MOSQUITOES,  GNATS,  MIDGES; 

They  give  it  a  wide  berth. 

FEANK  A.  -R,OQ'EKi,327,OxfordSt.,  LONDON,  W. 


Important  Mot  ice  to  Anglers. 


WHEAT. 
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Price  II-  per  bag. 

Dash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


/fldrfcess.-Managep.  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blaekfrlars,  London.  S.E. 


Ang'lers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing'  the  0  am,  Oiise,  fto.. 

SHOUID  ABVEBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addre>a:  Oi  Market  Hill.  Cambrldir*. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

■wiil  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  Js 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADINQ 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpoe, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  other 
departments  are:  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WBEKL  Y.    ILL  USTRA  TED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  45  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23;  Finch   Lane  Cornh!ll  Londoa 

ADDRESS — 

f  OREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways, 

NOVEMBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

W£:srr  cojlsx  c&  route 

BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   9i  hrs. 
(EUSTON)    ]  GLASGOW         8   „        ABERDEEN  „  Hi  „ 
and      (  INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  With  Dining  and  Refreshment'  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


"  An  invaluable  work  for  the  practical  fish  breeder,  and  all  who  keep  trout  in  nonde  or 
stTea,nis."—Fishi7ig  Gazette. 


SIXTH  EDITION 

TROUT 


NOW  READY 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow 
Them. 


3By  MYINGSTOK  STONE, 

United  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 
16ino.    Illustrated.    Tinted  Paper,  Bevelled  Boards.    12/6  net,  post  free. 
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"LA  P^CHE  MODERNE." 

An  Illustrated  French  Angling  Paper  published  the  ist  and  19th  of  each  month. 

Annual  Subscription,  4s. 
All  oommunio»tlon»  should  be  addressed  to  the  Directors— Wybks  Fberbs,  30,  Qiiai  de  louvre,  Paris. 


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  Maker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


CAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
■without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  aU 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc- 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Oards  of  the  iWholesale  Makers, 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Eedditch.) 


Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Can  be  instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


Wholesale  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 
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Thtis  often  has  the  brightest  day  a  cloiid. 
And  after  Summer  evermore  succeeds 
Barren  Winter,  with  his  wrathful  nipping  cold. 
So  cares  and  joys  abound  as  seasons  fleet. 

— Shakespeabe. 


.The  Hoxton  Brothers,  whose  headquarters  for 
.nany  years  were  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland- 
road,  met  in  grand  force  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov. 
'27,  in  their  new  home,  the  Haberdashers'  Arms, 
Pitfield-street,  N.  The  president,  Mr.  H.  List, 
most  ably  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  C.  Goozee 
the  vice-chair.  There  was  a  splendid j)rogramme  of 
music,  song,  and  recitation,  and  all  went  well  vip 
to  a  late  hour.  I  was  pleased  to  see  so  many  of 
the  old  faces  from  so  many  angling  societies  who 
are  alwaj'S  in  touch  with  the  Hoxton  Brothers. 
There  was  the  veteran  Joe  Hackett.(who  seems  to 
have  taken  a  new  lease  of^  life),  Frank  Newton, 
George  Hunt,  Bill  Maybury,  fParrett  (Bloomsbury), 
Kerry  (Walham  Green),  J.  Kramer  (Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers),  J.  J.  Frei  (trustee  of  the  Anglers' 
Association),  and  many  others,  not  forgetting  the 
ubiquitous  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  tlie  hard-working 
secretary  of  the  A.B.S.  Mrs.  Sowerbutts  celebrated 
the  "  house-warming  "  by  presenting  the  club  with 
three  valuable  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  With  a 
good  host  and  a  splendid  room,  the  Hoxton  Brothers 
will  assuredly  go  on  and  prosper.  I  ought  to 
mention  the  fact  that  ladies  graced  the  proceedings, 
and  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  had  another 
successful  evening  on  Nov.  27,  at  the  concert  pre- 
sided over  by  Mr.  B.  B.  Barrett.  On  Tuesday  next, 
Dec.  4, there  will  be  what  is  described  as  a  "  scientific 
evening."  Now  I  happen  to  know  something  of 
these  most  enjoyable  evenings,  and  can  safely 
recommend  visitors  to  "  look  in  "  on  this  occasion, 
and  they  may  be  sm-e  of  a  hearty  welcome. 


I  went  down  to  Deal  on  Saturday  afternoon  last, 
and  was  just  in  time  to  see  the  "  weigh-in."  The 
scene  at  the  "scales"  was  like  a  miniature  Billings- 
gate. The  next  day  I  was  invited  to  "  make  one  in 
four  '"  by  Councillor  Burninghara,  Councillor  Trill, 
and  Mr.  Squire.  At  nine  o'clock  we  were  sailing 
out  for  the  cod  grounds,  but  never  a  cod  could  we 
catch.  Some  verj'  good  whiting  were  taken,  and  a 
31b.  3oz.  plaice  by  Mr.  Trill.  Monday  was  not  such 
a  good  day  as  Saturday,  but  still  there  were  plenty 
of  fish  taken,  as  will  be  seen  in  another  page. 
«  «  *  * 

There  were  over  200  entries  for  the  competition, 
and  some  very  fine  poUack  were  taken.  I  am  told 
that  11001b.  of  sizeable  fish  were  weighed-in  on 
Saturday.  I  also  hear  that  Mr.  Mallett  "  hooked  " 
a  flower-pot,  in  which  was  a  small  lobster.  Mr. 
Gear,  whose  specimens  of  fish  mounting  have  become 
so  popular,  landed  a  conger  with  only  one  eye.  This 
will  shortly  be  on  view  at  the  society's  museum. 
«  *  *  * 

I  was  promised  some  "  copious  "  notes  re  the 
"  Contest,"  but  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press 
they  have  not  arrived.  I  was  present  at  the  second 
annual  smoking  concert  of  the  Deal  and  Walmer 
Angling  Association  on  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  24, 
at  the  Theatre  Royal,  King-street,  when  a  hearty 
welcome  was  extended  to  members  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
His  worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  H.  S.  Chapman) 
most  ably  occupied  the  chair.  The  theatre  was  taste- 
fully decorated,  the  audience  large  and  enthuiastic, 
the  music  by  the  string  band  of  the  Royal  Marines 
simply  perfection,  the  singing  and  recitations — and 
"  conjuring  "  tricks — ^all  went  to  make  up  a  most 
enjoyable  evening,  and  worth  travelling  from 
London  to  Deal  to  be  present. 

«  «  *  » 

This  is  not  an  advertisement,  but  when  I  asked 
dear  old  Ned  Hanger  if  he  could  "  put  me  up,"  he 
said  he  was  "fuU  up,"  but  sent  me  next  door,  where 
I  found  Mr.  G.  R.  Crick,  "Wooton  Hurst,"  200, 
Beach-street,  Deal,  and  no  one  in  Deal — with  the 
exception  of  the  South-Eastern  Hotel — can  do  you 
better. 


Gamage's  Chbistmas  Bazaab. 
"Onoe  a  week,"  "All  the  year  round,"  at  the 
palatial  Holbom  premises  of  Messrs.  Gamage, 
Limited,  are  to  be  seen  literally  thousands  of 
novelties  for  the  festive  season.  To  attempt  to 
describe  all  the  beautiful  things  on  sale  for  young 
and  old  would  occupy  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Those  who  cannot  pay  a  personal  visit 
to  this  wonderful  emporium  should  do  the  next 
best  thing — that  is,  write  for  a  catalogue — and  see 
that  your  purse  is  "  well  lined,''  for  you  will  most 
assuredly  want  to  spend  some  money  at  Gamage's. 


A  Big  Match. 
The  fishing  match,  home  and  home,  between  Mr. 
W.  Groves,  of  Birmingham,  and  Mr.  W.  Manehip,  of 
Leicester,  was  finished  on  Simday  last.  The  first 
match  took  place  on  Saturday  in  the  canal  at 
Lichfield  (duration  of  contest  two  hours),  when  Mr. 
Groves  was  an  easy  winner  with  sixty-five  small 
roach  against  30  roach  caught  by  Mr.  Manship. 
The  second  match  took  place  on  Sunday  in  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  near  Leicester,  when  Mr. 
Manship  caught  110  small  roach  and  Mr.  Groves 
ninty-nine  roach.  The  two  days'  catch  was  totalled 
and  Mr.  Groves  proved  an  easy  winner.  The  match 
was  for  £100  a  side.  As  an  exhibition  of  skill  no 
doubt  it  was  perfect ;  from  a  sporting  point  of  view 
perhaps  not. 


Pike  at  Fbensham  Pond. 
Here  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel  : — "  Dear  Drag, — As  illustrating  the 
correctness  of  my  advice  in  advertisement  of  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  24,  re  pike  feeding  just  now,  Mr. 
Lewis,  manager  of  Farnliam  Waterworks,  with  a 
friend,  came  over  in  motor-'bus  this  morning,  and 
in  the  brief  space  of  one  and  a  half  hours  caught 
a  fine  specimen  fish  of  17|-lb.,  another  of  7^1b., 
and  three  smaller  ones.  They  had  to  susjjend 
operations  for  the  day  before  eleven  o'clock,  conse- 
quent on  non-arrival  of  ordered  consignment  of 
live-bait,  or  the  day's  take\would  probably  have 
been  very  much  larger,  as  the  fish  were  showing 
up  all  over  the  water  in  large  qiiantities." 


To  My  Old  Landing-Net. 

Oh  ragged  net,  oh  rusty  ring. 

Oh  handle  worn  and  old, 
What  mem'ries  round  about  thee  cling, 

What  tales  thou  couldst  imfold. 

The  drowsy  hours  of  summertime. 

The  merry,  joyous  spring. 
The  wintry  days  of  frost  and  rime. 

To  heart  and  mind  you  bring. 

By  many  a  sleepy  Sussex  stream. 
Beneath  the  Downland  shade. 

To  land  the  wily  carp  and  bream, 
You've  lent  me  willing  aid. 

The  honest  Doctor-fish,  the  tench. 

Dull  gold  and  olive  green, 
Witli  eyes  us  bright  as  any  wench, 

Full  oft  we  two  have  seen. 

The  cunning  Esox,  from  his  lair 

Of  weed  and  rush  entwined, 
All-yielding  to  my  angle-snare. 

Thy  mesh  hath  safe  enshrined. 

The  roach,  old  Izaak's  "  water-sheep," 

From  out  his  fav'rite  Lea, 
Tl>e  shallows  and  the  weir-pools  deep 

Have  yielded  up  to  thee. 

The  trout,  that  beauteous  speckl'd  prize, 
We  two  could  tell  some  tales, 

Of  May  Ply  and  the  "  evening  rise," 
In  Dove  and  Devon  Dales. 

And,  oh  !  the  fish  we  didn't  land, 
How  fine,  I  trow,  were  they  ! 

How  large,  how  mighty,  and  how  grand. 
The  ones  that  broke  away  ! 

So  in  my  study  thou  shalt  be. 

In  place  of  honour  set  ; 
For  mem'ries'  sake,  I'll  treasure  thee. 

My  dear  old  landing-net. 

• — Robert  Stanley. 


The" Christmas  number  of  the  Shooting  Times, 
with  its  familiar  green  cover,  is  unique  amongst 
the  annuals  that  appear  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
as  its  contents  are  entirely  devoted  to  adventures 
with  gun,  rifle,  and  rod.  Each  year's  number 
appears  to  be  an  improvement  on  the  last,  and  the 
one  for  1906  certainly  follows  this  rule,  as  it  is 
much  larger,  its  articles  if  anything  more  interesting, 
and  the  illustrations  more  numerous  and  attractive 
than  ever.  All  the  yarns  are  contributed  by 
practical  sportsmen,  who  relate  their  reminis- 
cences sometimes  humorously,  and  at  other  times 
seriously,  in  such  a  graphic  manner  as  camiot  fail 
to  touch  the  heart  and  memory  of  the  sportsman 
and  lover  of  Nature.  The  pictures  illustrating  the 
contents  have  been  drawn  by  sporting  artists,  and 
are  therefore  accurate  in  detail  and  full  of  life  and 
action.  More  than  thirty  illustrated  articles  to 
amuse,  instruct,  and  interest  lovers  of  the  gun, 
rifle,  and  rod.  A  truly  wonderful  budget  !  which 
will  amply  serve  to  console  the  weather-bound 
.sportsman  or  lend  an  extra  charm  to  the  comfort  and 
attractions  of  a  Christmas  fireside.  The  price  of 
the  Christmas  number  is;,6d.,  post  free,  8d.,  and 
the  publishing  offices  are  at  72-77,  Temple  Chambers, 
London,  E.C. 


Some  Good  Chub  and  Roach. 
jl  The  jf  olio  wing  ^appeared  m^the'^ '_Fishing^  Gazette 
of^Nov.  24,  under  ^the_^heading  of  "  York  and  Dis- 
trict "-.—"ibnjSrov.  14*Mr.^W.„Smith,  of^the  Albert 
Hotel,  Skeldeigate,  York,  and  his  friena,  Mr.  A. 
Pratt,  were  rewarded  for  five-and-a-half  hours' 
patient  angling  with  surprising  catches  in  the  River 
Derwent  at  no  great  distance  from  home.  Seven 
chub  and  twenty  roach  were  landed,  the  aggregate 
weight  of  which  was  2851b.  The  largest  chub  was 
a  grand  specimen  ^weighing  ^31b.  14oz.,  and  the 
heaviest  roach  turned  the  scale  at  18oz.,  many  of 
the  others  weighing  1  lb.  The  roach  were  mostly 
caught  with  maggot  paste,  and  the  chub  were 
hooked  with  a  bait  of  cheese  paste." 

*  *  *  •  * 

Exception  has  been  taken  by  a  correspondent 
to  the  "seven  chub  and  twenty  roach  weighing 
2851b."  Quite  right ;  but  the  writer  of  the  note 
intended  to  say  that  the  aggregate  weight  of  fish 
landed  by  two  anglers  in  five  and  a  half  hours  was 
2851b. 


I  HEAR  that  the  Highbury  Anglers  have  one  or 
two  vacancies  for  members.  Two  miles  of  trout 
fishing  on  the  Wey,  and  four  miles  of  coarse  fishing 
on  the  Dorsetshire  Stovir.  Anglers  who  want  a 
good  thing  should  apply  before  the  ranks  are  filled 
up  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford- 
square,  W.C. 


"  The  New  Boys'  Paper." 
To  judge  from  the  first  number  of  this  new 
publication,  boys  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having 
their  wants  supplied.  Here  is  a  pudding  so  full  of 
plums  that  it  is  like  the  ever-popular  Christmas 
variety.  Three  serial  and  two  complete  stories 
should  satisfy  the  heartiest  appetite  for  fun  and 
excitement.  The  editor's  address  to  his  readers 
gives  promises  of  many  good  things  to  come,  and 
the  publisher  distinctly  proves  that  he  knows  what 
boys  want,  and  is  prepared  to  supply  it.  I  heartily 
wish  the  new  venture  the  success  it  undoubtedly 
deserves. 


"  The  Mick  "  has  been  travelling  round  London 
with  a  Yankee  friend  and  showing  him  the  "  sights." 
Coming  in  view  of  St.  Paul's,  the  Yankee  said, 
"  Halloa  !  What's  that  ?  I  guess  that's  your  big 
cathedral  I've  heard  about.  Great  snakes  !  You'd 
hardly  believe  it,  but  we  grow  cabbages  bigger 
than  that  across  the  water."  And  the  Mick  said 
nothing.  ,  By-and-byo,  in  the  course  of  their  tour, 
they  came  to  the  Vauxhall  Gasworks.  "  Halloa  !  " 
said  the  Yank,  catcliing  sight  of  the  big  gasometers, 
"  I|;guess  those  things  over  yonder  are  the  littlo 
gas-bags  I've  heard  about."  "  Oh,  no  !  "  said 
the  Mick,  "  they're  only  the  little  saucepans 
we've  got  to  boil  your  cabbages  in  !  " 


Can  a  Cat  Swim  ? 
That  the  deer  is  an  expert  swimmer  is  well 
known,  and  its  powers  of  endurance  in  this  line  are 
exemplified  by  the  following  incident  given  by  a 
local  writer  of  South  Norwalk,  Conn.,  in  the  Sports- 
man's Review.  "  Driven  from  Long  Island  by 
hunters  and  their  dogs,  a  large  buck  deer  swam 
across  Long  Island  Sound  one  morning  and  landed 
on  the  Connecticut  shore  at  Wilson's  Point.  This 
means  a  swim  of  from  eight  to  fifteen  miles,  according 
to  the  poizit  from  ■which  the  deer  started,  and  while 
it  has  often  been  reported  that  deer  have  accom- 
plished this  feat  it  has  been  a  mooted  question." 


AcooRDiNO  to  the  Isle  of  Man  Examiner,  a  shark 
was  captured  by  Mr.  W.  Kinnin  from  the  small 
fishing-boat  Master  Frank,  off  Ramsey,  recently, 
being  brought  up  on  an  ordinary  cod  line.  The  fish 
measured  8ft.  2in.,  weighs  4Jcwt.,  and  was  on  view 
in  Messrs.  Rangecroft's  window.  Duke-street. 


Wanted  Definite  Directions. 

Captain  :  "  Do  you  see  that  captain  on  the  bridge 
five  miles  away  1 "  Tar:  "  Ay,  ay,  sir."  Captain  : 
"  Let  him  have  one  of  those  12in.  shells  in  the  eye." 
Tar :  "  Which  eye,  sir  ?  " — Deseret  News. 


Marked  Eels.— As  a  guide  to"the  results  of  re- 
stocking and  migration  a  number  of  marked  eels 
are  being  turned  down  in  the  Province  of  Branden- 
burg. The  mark  consists  of  a  small  silver  label 
with  two  spikes,  on  the  inner  side  of  which  letters 
and  a  number  are  engraved.  This  is  inserted 
in  the  side  of  the  eel  beneath  and  a  little  behind 
the  beginning  of  the  dorsal  fin.  The  market  value 
of  the  eel,  the  cost  of  carriage,  and  a  premium  of 
Is.  6d.  will  be  paid  to  any  person  forwarding  one  of 
these  marked  eels  to  the  Berlin  office  of  the  Bran- 
denburg Fishery  Board,  with  details  of  the  date  and 
place  of  capture.  Dragnet. 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitot, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


FISH  MORTALITY  IN  A  POND  NEAR  BATH. 

Dear  Sib,^ — I  venture  to  write  to  you  on  the 
following  subject.  I  do  so  by  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Wood  (a  stationer,  etc.),  of  Old  Bond-street, 
himself,  as  I  am  told,  an  authority  on  "  fish  " 
matters. 

During  the  last  few  days  fish  in  my  pond  have 
been  dying  by  hundreds.  The  pond  is  about 
100ft.  long  by  about  60ft.  wide,  and  is  fed  by  a 
spring  coming  from  the  hills  above,  and  not  liable, 
so  far  as  I  can  imagine,  to  any  contamination  on 
the  way.  Various  suggestions  have  been  made, 
but  none  seem  satisfactory. 

My  head  gardener  seems  to  think  that  the  poison 
may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  leaves  of  a 
walnut  or  an  alder  tree.  These  trees  lie  very 
near  the  water,  and  have  been  there  for  years. 
But  it  so  happens  that  this  year,  owing  to  sudden 
frost,  followed  by  a  high  wind,  a  very  large  quantity 
of  these  leaves  were  suddenly  blown  into  the  pond, 
and  immediately  afterwards  the  fish  seemed  to 
languish  and  die. 

Another  theory  is  that  the  mischief  may  have 
been  occasioned  by  a  dead  rat  which  (already 
dead)  found  its  way  to  the  pond  some  weeks  ago. 

Another  theory  is  that  the  fish  are  suffering 
from  a  sort  of  fungus  disorder  arising  from  over- 
crowding. They  certainly  have  been  very 
numerous  this  summer. 

I  make  no  comment  on  these  theories.  Indeed, 
I  am  no  fisherman,  and  know  nothing  about  the 
habits  of  fish :  but  I  am  sending  a  tench  and 
some  gudgeon  (?)  found  dead.  The  tench  seem 
to  take  some  time  to  die. 

While  still  living,  and  swimming  about  (which 
they  do,  as  a  rule,  in  rather  a  torpid  manner), 
the  fish's  back,  or  upper  part,  appears  to  be  covered 
with  some  sort  of  bluish  "  bloom  "  or  "film,"  or 
perhaps  spots  of  blue  and  white.  It  is  not  quite 
clear  what  the  appearance  is  when  viewed  through 
the  water.  Some  twelve  to  twenty  tench  have 
made  their  appearance,  dead  ot  dying,  in  the  last 
few  days,  and  the  smaller  fish  by  hundreds  or 
thousands. 

If  you  could  kindly  help  us  by  advice,  or  explana- 
tion of  any  kind,  I  should  feel  extremely  obliged. 
— Yours  truly,  Keneick  Peck. 

P.S. — Some  of  my  ducks  have  eaten  the  dead 
fish,  but  with  no  ill  effects.  We  drink  the  water 
of  the  spring  on  its  way  to  the  pond. 

[I  hear  the  fish  arrived.  "  Dragnet "  tells  me 
they  speak  for  themselves  ! — in  fact,  that  you  only 
want  to  put  an  "  s  "  in  front  of  the  tench.  I 
should  say  that  the  fish  are  suffering  from  over- 
crowding, which  nearly  always  encourages  fungus, 
from  the  dead  leaves  and  the  dead  rat.  I  have 
read  in  the  German  fishing  papers  that  mortality 
among  fish  caused  by  decaving  matter  in  the 
water  has  been  stopped  by  throwing  in  perman- 
ganate of  potash.  If  it  can  be  done,  the  pond 
should  be  well  cleaned  out,  and  the  fish  in  the 
rneantime  kept  in  fresh  running  water.  Some- 
times salt  is  used  to  get  rid  of  the  fungus  by  taking 
the  fish  and  rubbing  the  affected  parts  gently  with  a 
damp  cloth  on  which  some  salt  has  been  sprinkled, 
but  probably  in  this  case  there  are  too  many  to 
treat  in  this  way. — Ed.] 

ROACH   ON  LIVE-BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  your  correspondent  Mr.  Sam 
Griffiths  and  "  Roach  on  Live-bait,"  perhaps  the 
following  will  be  of  some  little  interest,  at  least  to 
Mr.  Griffiths. 

In  September,  fishing  at  a  place  called  Turf, 
near  Exeter,  I  was  using  live  shrimp  as  bait  for 
perch,  and  after  a  very  good  catch  of  the  latter, 
I  took  a  beautiful  roach  of  1  lb.,  fairly  hooked,  and 
with  the  same  bait  (live  shrimp).  Such  a  thing 
never  happened  before  or  since  to  me,  and  had 
I  have  known  it  was  of  such  rare  occurrence  I 
should  certainly  have  written  you  before.- — Yours 
truly,  C.  Lane. 

ROACH  TAKING  LIVE-BAIT. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  report  of  a  roach  of  1  lb.  being 
taken  on  a  small  roach  fry  in  EUesmere  Lake  is 
very  interesting,  and  certainly  most  unusual. 
Some  little  time  ago  one  of  our  local  (Somerset) 
anglers  was  spinning  with  a  spoon  for  pike  on  one 
of  our  moor  streams  and  felt  a  run,  which  he  thought 
was  either  a  small  jack  or  a  perch,  but  to  his  great 
surprise  on  reeling  up  he  found  he  had  taken  a 
roach  of  about  1  lb.  weight,  and  on  examining  same 
he  found  one  of  the  hooks  of  the  triangle^firmly 


fixed  inside  its  mouth  ;  so  this  goes  a  long  way  to 
prove  it  was  not  foul-hooked. 

This  was  a  strange  occurrence  ;  but,  what  is 
stranger  still,  was  that  another  angler  fishing  the 
same  water  in  exactly  the  same  way  shortly  after- 
wards (a  few  weeks,  I  believe)  had  an  exactly 
similar  experience.  In  both  cases  the  roach  were 
properly  hooked  inside  the  mouth. 

Talking  over  this  matter  with  fellow-anglers, 
we  have  been  imable  to  come  to  any  definite  con- 
clusion as  to  why  these  two  fish  were  induced  to 
try  for  the  spoon  ;  but  with  the  case  reported 
in  your  issue  or  Nov.  17  besides  these  two  I  am  not 
at  all  sure  that  large  roach  do  not  at  times  vary 
their  diet,  and  dine  off  very  different  food  to  that 
which  we  usually  think  they  are  content  with. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  your  own  comments  on 
this  point.  There  is  one  other  explanation  which 
may  account  for  the  fish  being  taken  with  the  spoon, 
and  that  is  that  the  triangle  may  first  have  caught 
up  a  bit  of  weed  or  grass,  and  this,  acting  as  bait, 
caused  the  roach  to  follow  and  take  it. — Yours 
truly,  E.  A.  L. 

P.S. — Both  these  anglers  are  personally  known 
to  me,  and  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  but  that 
the  facts  stated  are  strictly  true. 

[I  have  often  watched  roach  biting  off  bits  of 
weed  ;  quite  possibly  there  may  have  been  small 
crustaceans  or  life  of  some  sort  on  it.  I  think, 
however,  that  the  taking  of  roach  on  a  spinning 
bait  is  not  so  uncommon  as  the  case  of  the  roach 
taking  a  live-bait.  I  have  a  roach  over  21b.  which 
was  taken  by  an  angler  spinning  for  pike  in  the 
Test  many  years  ago.  I  think  the  glitter  of  the 
hook  attracts  them,  as  they  will  at  times  take  a 
small  silver-bodied  fly  when  lying  upon  shallow 
water — when  the  fly  drops  one  or  two  will  rush 
at  it,  just  as  rudd  do.  The  different  members  of 
the  great  carp  family  are  not  by  any  means  vege- 
tarians, and  their  throat  teeth  are  pretty  formidable 
as  crushers. — Ed.] 


"COMMON-SENSE  IN  COARSE  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir,- — With  reference  to  Mr.  Bazley's  article 
in  your  issue  of  Nov.  17,  mention  was  made,  with 
illustrations,  of  baiting  with  the  single  gentle.  I  am 
afraid  not  many  fish  in  our  district  would  succumb 
to  the  method  advised,  for  they  would  flght  shy  of 
the  visible  hook-point.  It  does  not  matter  so 
much  about  the  shank.  Whilst  fishing  with 
bread-crust  or  wheat  one  is  forced  to  have  the 
shank  visible.  We  cover  the  point,  and  yet  leave 
the  maggot  free  to  twist  and  turn  about  in  a  tanta- 
lising manner,  thus — 


The  great  thing  is  to  have  sharp  and  thin-wired 
hooks  (say  Nos.  13  or  14)  ;  enter  the  point  about 
the  second  ring  from  the  tail  or  blunt  end.  There 
is  a  trick  in  this,  as,  after  the  point  is  in,  the  barb 
is  coaxed  in  without  bursting  the  gentle.  For 
big  roach  I  cover  the  shank  with  another,  as  in 
Fig.  2. — Yours  truly,  Rutilus. 

"COMMON-SENSE  IN  COARSE  FISHING." 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Line  Runner,"  per- 
haps the  following  quotation  from  a  book  on  angling, 
"  The  Angler's  Guide,"  by  the  Rev.  J.  Martin, 
who  was  considered  to  be  the  king  of  roach  fishers 
in  his  day,  might  help  him.  He  is  writing  of  roach 
and  dace,  but  more  particularly  of  the  latter, 
although  the  same  tactics  would,  doubtless,  apply 
to  both. 

"  But  be  suie  you  keep  out  of  sight,  for  the 
water  being  in  such  places  not  more  than  two  or 
three  feet  deep,  and,  at  the  seasons  to  fish,  generally 
very  clear,  it  is  of  no  use  whatever  trying  to  get 
any  fish  if  you  are  seen,  or  are  moving  about  the 
stream — you  must  take  your  seat  and  keep  it. 
Sometimes  you  will  see,  in  the  height  of  summer,  a 
great  nmnber  of  dace  in  an  open  shallow  where 
there  is  not  a  weed  near,  and  where  the  current  is 
rather  strong.  We  have  frequently  taken  a  good 
number  in  such  places  by  adopting  the  following 
plan  : — We  have  taken  our  seat  very  cautiously,  as 
near  to  them  as  we  could  venture,  so  as  not  to 
drive  them  off,  and  judging  as  well  as  we  could 
the  depth  of  the  water,  we  have  made  our  line  as 
long  as  we  could  possibly  use  it  ;  having  on  it  a 
very  small  float,  with  only  two  or  three  shots,  and 
throwing  in  our  ground-bait  just  before  us,  we  have 
let  our  baited  hook  swim  down  the  river,  as  near 
to  the  dace  as  possible,  and  as  sure  as  it  went  in 
among  the  shoal,  so  sure  were  we  of  a  fish. 


"  Not  many  miles  from  the  source  of  tlie  Lea, 
in  the  meadow  of  a  friend,  we  took  one  day,  in 
two  or  three  hours,  a  complete  basketful  in  this 
manner.  And  wo  might  have  taken  as  many  more, 
only  our  friend  came  to  see  how  we  were  getting 
on,  and  drove  them  all  away." 

I  may  add  that  the  Rev.  J.  Martin  fished  with 
hair,  but  5x  gut  of  the  present  day  would  probably 
answer. — Yours  truly.  S.  D.'  Saunders. 

Brixton. 


THE   FOUL-HOOKING  OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  pleased  if  you  or  any 
other  authority  would  be  so  kind  as  to  enlighten 
me  on  the  following  question  :  If  I  fish  for  salmon 
perfectly  legitimately  and  foul-hook  a  fish  by 
mere  chance  with  the  fly,  has  a  water-bailiff  or 
any  officer  of  law  any  right  to  make  me  return 
the  salmon  to  the  water  in  face  of  tho  fact  that 
(as  I  said  before)  I  was  fishing  in  a  fair  and  legiti- 
mate manner  ? 

I  may  say  that  I  have  seen  two  cases  of  salmon 
being  foul-hooked  on  the  Tweed  this  year  already. 
In  the  one  case  the  salmon  was  hooked  by  the  tail, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  angler  was  obliged  to 
return  it  to  the  water  under  the  supervision  of 
two  water-bailiffs.  In  the  other  case  the  salmon 
was  hooked  in  the  head,  and  the  angler  was  allowed 
to  retain  it  under  the  same  circumstances.  Both 
men  were  fishing  perfectly  fairly. — Yoixrs  truly, 

Galashiels.  St^vrlight. 

[There  is  such  a  lot  of  intentional  foul-hooking 
of  salmon  done  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Tweed, 
and  on  some  other  rivers,  that  fair  anglers  have  to 
suffer  with  foul  ones.  A  salmon  which  rises  at  a 
fly  at  times  gets  it  outside  his  mouth  instead  of  in 
when  the  angler  strikes.  Probably  the  bailiffs 
are  allowed  to  use  some  discretion.  "  Starlight's  " 
query  reminds  me  of  the  old  story  of  the  old  poacher 
who  was  playing  a  salmon  in  the  Tyne,  and  some 
people  stopped  to  look  on ;  when  the  fish  was 
landed  it  was  seen  to  be  hooked  in  the  tail.  A 
lady  expressed  surprise,  when  old  "  Have  'em  " 
said,  "  Eh,  leddy,  the  salmon's  a  queer  fish — you 
never  know  which  end  he  will  tak'." — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  CONWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
through  your  paper  about  the  fishing  in  the  Conway 
or  other  rivers  near  Colwyn  Bay  or  Llandudno, 
and  if  there  are  any  small  country  house-s  to  let 
near  a  town  with  a  chance  of  cheap  fishing  and 
rough  shooting  to  be  had  ?  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation —Yours  truly,  A.  C.  S. 


BE  CORMORANTS. 
Dear  Sib, — It  is  quite  a  coincidence,  but  if 
your  correspondent  will  refer  to  the  "History  of 
British  Birds,"  by  F.  O.  Morris,  Vol.  6,  page  62,  he 
will  see  re  cormortmts  :  "  One  was  taken  at  Kexby, 
near  York,  by  a  person  fishing  in  the  River  Derwent. 
He  had  left  his  line  for  a  few  minutes,  and  on  his 
return  he  saw  the  bird  sitting  on  the  bank.  It  had 
dived  and  seized  his  bait.  '  But  I  see  it  weighs  as 
much  as  71b.  or  81b.,  length  3ft.  3in.,  so  good  gimp 
or  very  strong  gut  would  hav-e  to  be  used.  It 
defends  itsplf  to  the  last  with  its  strong  bill,  and  is 
a  formidable  antagonist,  and,  as  I  thought,  swallows 
fish,  eels,  etc.,  head  first.  The  Chinese  put  a  ring 
roiuid  their  necks  so  that  they  cannot  swallow  the 
fish. — Yours  truly,  Mark. 


PIKE  WEIGHTS— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  17,  in  article  on  "  Winter  Pike  Fishing." 
your  correspondent  referred  to  a  pike  of  ID^J^lb. 
amongst  a  take  of  2061b.  at  the  Walthamstow 
Reservoirs. 

Undoubtedly,  he  was  misled  by  a  misprint  in 
one  of  the  daily  papers  at  the  time,  as  the  correct 
weight  of  this  fish  was  lO^^lb. 

I  heard  a  rumoiu-  of  a  381b.  pike  haxnng  been 
caught  in  the  Broadwater  at  Hertford,  probably 
the  same  fish  your  Lea  reporter  has  heard  of.  — 
Yours  truly,  G.  Alex.ander  Ross. 

[Riunours  of  381b.  pike  are  much  more  common 
than  the  fish.  Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Ross  for 
correcting  the  Walthamstow  weight. — Ed.] 


VALUE   OF  "A  BOOK  ON  ANGLING." 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  sale  on  Nov.  28  I  bought  "  A 
Book  on  Angling,"  by  F.  Francis  (Longmans,  Green 
and  Co.,  1876'>.  I  should  like  to  know  the  value 
of  it  if  you  will  kindly  tell  me.  I  gave  4s.  for  it. 
— Yours  truly,  Subscriber. 

Burnley. 

[Out  correspondent  did  not  give  too  much  if  it 
was  a  clean  copy,  but  the  book  is  common  enough. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  general  books  ever  written 
on  angling. — Ed.] 
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WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BECCLES,  SUFFOLK. 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roaeh,  Bream,  Tench,  &e. 


Delightfully  situated  on  the  Kiver  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  tor  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landinc;  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

M.  .T.  MCQUIRE,  Proprietor. 


You  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recomnended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THB 


FISHING  GAZTTEE 


WANTED. 

Wanted  hy  the  Managkr  of  the  Pishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 

Back  Numbers  of 
THE   FISHING  GAZETTE. 

All  issues  1877  and  1878,  and  Oct.  30  and  De'\  18, 
1880  ;  Feb.  19,  April  16,  and  .July  23, 1881  ;  Dec.  22, 
1883 ;  Jan.  9  aud  Dec.  25, 1886 ;  Jan.  12  and  June  29, 
1889  ;  Mar.  1, 1890  ;  May  16, 1891 ;  and  July  2, 1892. 


An^lera  wlrnhXiig  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Tor  Tiahisg  the  Dove  and  Iia&k  Walton  Ooanti} 

8H0UIJ)  ADVKBTI3B  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted"  advtt.,  18  uiard$,  8d.;  H  uordt,  li.,  propai! 


FISBIKG  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


BEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Eesults  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  168. 
Chie»  OjfriOE ; 
6.  ST.  BRIDU  STREBT.  LONDON.  B.C. 


QUEEN'S  HALL. 

QUEERS  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr,  HENRY  J.  WOOD, 


liecetnber  1st,  at  3, 
Theme,   Variations,  Polonaise, 

(Suite  No.  3,  in  G)  Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  in  E  flat    . .  Mozart 
Symphony  No.  4,  in  A  (Italian)  . .  Mendelssohn 
Symphonic  Poem,  "  Les  Djinns  ". .  C^sar  Franck 
Solo  Pianoforte— M.  RAOTTL  PTJGNO. 


December  13th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "Hansel  und  Gretel". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Pathitique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gbtterdiim- 

merung")  AVafiner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCKMAER, 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOONS  at  3. 

1906.    Dec.  1,  15. 
1907.   Jan.  19,  Feb.  3,  16,  March  2. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas, 
£1  5s.  and  17s.  (td.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7s.  6(7. , 
2s.  6(i.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents  ;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Ofllce,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.         ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKXEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holinan  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  AVednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 
^  —Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
with  >Ir.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henry  Lowenfeld,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Jliss  Agnes  Eraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Broueh- 
ton.  Miss  ilaljel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


DALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
— Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English, 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  GEORGE  Edwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradfield,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Emney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabeth  Firth. 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening, 
and  Evie  Greene. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President : 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT,  K.G. 
Conductor  :  SIR  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  1st  JANUARY,  1907, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MESSIAH 

HANDEL. 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE. 
Madame  CLARA  BUTT. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


Organist :  Mr.  BALFOUR,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6.S-.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s. ,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade). 
Is.  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


^^^PROUT'S  DUBBIN 


M  will_  WA'TERPRpOF^  SOFTEN 

SHOOTING^   anrfGOLFiNG  B(jOTS, 


PRESERVE  WALKING, 


and 
FISHIN( 


.jtj  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
T^_J^1_^         preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Gold  Medal  Awards— 
Sample  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
post  2  itamps.        FisherieB'  Exhibition,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers.  StoreB,  &c.,  3d.,  6d.,  1/-.  1/6  i>er  box, 
PROUT.  25,  Beak  Street,  Iiondon,  W. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 


THE  BEST  ROUTE 

FOR  COMFORTABLE  TRAVEL 
AND   PICTURESQUE  SCENERY 


10  AND  FROM  THE 


HoUday  Resorts 


-OF- 


OERBVSHIRE, 

THE  NORFOLK  COAST, 

YORKSHIRE  SPAS 

AND 

WATERING  PLACES, 
THE  LANCASHIRE  COAST 


THE  SOUTH 

AND 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND, 
ALL  PARTS  OF  SCOTLAND 
THE  ISLE  OF  MAN, 

AND 

NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 


Send  a  Postcard  to  any  Midland  Station  Master 
or  District  Superintendent,  or  to  J.  Elliott, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Derby,  for  Cheap 
Ticket  Programmes,  Pocket  Time-tables,  Guides, 
&c.  - 

W.  GUY  GRANET, 

Derby,  1906.  Oentral  Manager. 


L.  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killainey  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  ana  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast.   

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


15th  YEAR. 

ENGLISH  FISHING-TACKLE 
MANUFACTURERS 

have  the  greatest  interest  to  advertise  in 

"Le  Pecheur" 

(IBth  YEAR), 
which  is  the  oldest,  the  most  important, 
and  the  most  widely  circulated  of  the 
French  Pishing  Gazettes. 
Managing  Director:  PH.  LINET. 

«*  Le  Pecheur." 

OfPci*:  10,  Rue  des  Beaux-Arts,  70,  Paris. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

BHODLD  ADVERTI8H  IH 

TBE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charge*  very  moderate, 
Kadreu*:  King  Street.  Alfreton. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  THROUonoui  India,  Cbtlon, 

BURMAH,  Am  ASSAM. 

The  Only  Illustrated  Spurting  Paper  in  the  East. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16s.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  5d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Whltefriars  St..  fleet  St.,  B.C. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  tUsI 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  2S.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  1 3  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appU- 
 cation.  

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufaetupeps, 
OMADH.  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  7 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Tou  can  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  ■  limited  number  of  dlseaaea  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  3tedical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  casualty  iNSnRANOB  COMPANY,  LTD. 

will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  pablication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made, 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALTY 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  8.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  jfiabln^  (Basette, 

Established  1878. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C 
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BUILT-CANE   AND  GREENHEARTJ  ' 

Dear  Sib, — I  now  have  pleasvire  to  enclose  you 
two  diagrams  of  tests  lately  made  by  ray  firm,  which 
I  hope  your  readers  will  find  interesting. 

These  tests  have  been  carried  out,  not  with  a  view 
to  showing  how  much  built  bamboo  is  better  than 
greenheart  or  vice  versa,  but  in  a  strictly  impartial 
manner.  The  materials  chosen  were  selected  old 
seasoned  "  Palakona  "  bamboo  and  greenheart. 

The  lengths  of  the  pieces  made  for  comparison 
are  practically  those  of  an  18ft.  three-piece  rod  top 
— that  is,  6ft.  The  measurements  of  the  hexagonal 
built  pieces  are  all  exactly  the  same  and  are  given 
in  thousandths  of  an  inch  at  every  3in.,  as  follows  :  — 

Lesser  diameters  oi  A,  B,  D — that  is,  across  the 
shorter  depth  of  section— 127,  141,  161,  170,  185, 
199,  214,  220,  237,  253,  276,  283,  294,  309,  312,  325, 
328,  341,  355,  363,  370,  381,  392. 

Greater  diameters  of  .4,  B,  D — that  is,  across  the 
greater  depth  of  section — 129,  144,  173,  184,  190, 
216,  231,  241,  261,  275,  289,  306,  320,  334,  340,  354, 
361,  370,  385,  392,  400,  412,  424. 

Mean  diameters  to  which  the  round  greenheart  is 


thepoad  is  increased,  the'valuo  per  cent,  of  the  built 
bamboo  over  the  round  greenheart  (to  resist  deflec- 
tion) is  also  increased,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  under  heavier  loads  the  results  would 
show  much  more  strongly  in  favour  of  the  built 
bamboo. 

From  these  diagrams  it  will  be  seen  that  A,  the 
built  bamboo,  is  much  the  stiff  est  and  strongest 
form.  B  has  the  second  place,  being  composed  of 
bamboo  and  greenheart  built  in  alternate  strips,  but 
the  introduction  of  greenheart  lowers  the  value 
considerably.  C,  the  round  greenheart,  shows  a 
further  reduction  in  value.  D,  the  hexagonal 
greenheart,  is  built  of  material  taken  from  the  same 
plank  as  the  round  greenheart.  It  may  be  noticed 
that  the  round  greenheart  shows  a  trifle  less  deflec- 
tion than  the  hexagonal,  and  this  is  explained  as 
follows.  If  you  refer  to  the  weights  given  above, 
you  will  notice  that  the  round  greenheart  is 
one  drachm  heavier  than  the  hexagonal,  and, 
being  slightly  larger  in  sectional  area,  has  a  greater 
depth  to  resist  deflection,  while  the  hexagonal-built 
greenheart  is  exactly  the  same  as  A  and  B,  and 


n  SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 
Dear  Sir, — Kindly  permit  mo  to  add  my  testi- 
mony to  that  of  "  Tyno  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  24.  I  feel  sure  there  must  bo  very  many 
anglers  like  myaolf,  readers  of  your  valuable  paper, 
who  will  fully  endorse  all  he  says  in  favour  of  the 
Hardy  built-cano  rods.  Like  "  Tyne,"  I  began  with 
greenheart  and  had  fro(|uont  breakages.  I  bought 
my  first  cane-built  rod  at  one  of  the  exhibitions 
over  twenty  years  since,  and  was  fishing  with  it 
on  the  Kennot  during  the  past  week-end — it  is  as 
good  as  ever.  I  have  no  less  than  seven  Hardy 
cane-built  rods,  which  I  use  for  all  kinds  of  fishing, 
from  roach  to  salmon,  and  find  thorn  all  perfectly 
adapted  for  the  work  intended  ;  this  is  an  important 
point,  and  shows  that  the  men  who  build  tlieso 
rods  must  know  how  to  use  them.  Although  I  use 
my  rods  very  roughly,  I  can  honestly  say  I  have 
never  had  a  mishap  with  any  of  them.  Quito 
recently  I  placed  an  order  for  a  new  dry-fly  rod, 
to  be  10ft.  long,  and  weight,  including  spear,  to  bo 
7^oz.  Needless  to  say,  Messrs.  Hardy  are  to  build 
it. — Yours  truly,     ^  Robkrt  Beauford. 


DEFLECTIONS   with  4oz. 


2ZR0  LINE 


A.  HEXAGONAL   CANE  BUILT. 

B.  HEXAGONAL   CANE  &  GREENHEART 
BUILT  IN  ALTERNATE  STRIPS. 

C.  ROUND  GREENHEART. 
□  .HEXAGONAL  GREENHEART  BUILT. 

A.  DEFLECTION  AT  POINT  41  per  cent.    FREE  5  pe 

B.  DO.  DO.        bli      DO.    .      DO.  7 

C.  DO.  DO.        61  +      DO.    .      DO.  8i 

D.  DO.  DO.         63i     DO.    .     iDO.  91- 

COMPARISON  OF  VALUES. 


Value  of  A  over  B-11i  per  cent.  2  per  cent 

DO.  0  lOi        do.     .    3i  IDO. 

DO.        D  22i      DO.    .  41  DO. 


DEFLECTIONS    with  8oz 


A.  HEXAGONAL  CANE  BUILT, 

B.  HEXAGONAL  CANE  &  GREENHEART 
BUILT  IN  ALTERNATE   STRIPS  . 

C.  ROUND  GREENHEART. 
□.HEXAGONAL  GREENHEART  BUILT 

A.  DEFLECTION  AT  POINT  74  per  cent. 

B.  DO.  DO.  89  DO. 
0.                DO.             DO.  100  DO. 

COMPARISON  OF  VALUES. 

AT  POINT. 

Value  of  A  over  B  15  per  cent. 

DO.        A     DO.    C  26  DO. 


made  to  give  same  sectional  area  : — 128,  142-J,  167, 
177,  187i,  207i,  222i,  230^,  249,  264,  282^,  294^, 
307,  321^,  326,  339i,  344i,  355*,  370,  377*,  385, 
396|,  408^. 

The  weights  of  the  finished  pieces  are : — A, 
bamboo-built,  3oz.  7drm.  ;  B,  bamboo  and  green- 
heart, built  in  alternate  strips,  3oz.  7drm.  ;  C, 
round  greenheart,  3oz.  9drm.  ;  D,  greenheart  built, 
3oz.  8drm.  I 

Reference  to  the  table  shows  that  A — hexagonal- 
built  bamboo — has  a  free  deflection  of  5  per  cent., 
and  a  deflection  under  the  4oz.  load  of  41  per  cent., 
while  the  round  greenheart,  C,  has  a  free  deflection 
of  8 J  per  cent.,  and  a  deflection  of  61*  per  cent, 
under  the  4oz.  load.  The  deflections  at  the  butt 
are  shown  by  the  three  vertical  lines.  D  and  C, 
the  hexagonal  and  round  greenheart,  bending  nearest 
to  end  of  lever  O,  show  the  least  resistance,  and 
considered  as  fishing-rods,  C  would  bend  a  good  deal 
more  into  the  hand  than  A,  a  point  worthy  of  note 
as  this  has  been  somewhat  in  dispute. 

The  comparison  of  values  are  given  in  the  tables 
attached  to  the  diagrams. 

In  the  diagram  with  8oz.,  it  will  be  noted  that  as 


was  tested  in  the  same  manner- — that  is,  the  pieces 
resting  on  the  flat  face  of  the  hexagon. 

A  test  was  also  made  with  built  bamboo  steel 
centre,  and  this  gave  with  8oz.  a  deflection  of 
73  per  cent,  (see  cross  at  A,  74),  which  is  one  point 
better  than  the  built  Samboo  without  steel  centre. 

I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  anything  in  refe- 
rence to  the  structure  of  bamboo,  and  the  reason 
of  its  vast  superiority  over  greenheart,  as  that  has 
already  been  thoroughly  thrashed  out. 

In  order  that  any  of  your  readers  who  are  inte- 
rested in  this  matter  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
satisfying  themselves  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
data  given,  the  whole  apparatus  has  been  sent  to 
our  London  depot,  61,  Pall  Mall,  and  is  there  open 
to  inspection,  measurement,  and  testing,  if  any 
gentleman  cares  to  call  for  that  purpose.  I  only 
stipulate  that  if  anyone  does  so,  he  will  leave  his 
card  with  the  manager.- — Yours  truly, 

John  James  Habdy. 

[I  hope  that  this  will  close  the  great  rod  war. 
Personally  I  am  just  in  the  position  I  was  when  it 
began ! — Ed.] 


GREENHEART  'AND  SPLIT-CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  imagine  you  are  a  bit  tired 
of  seeing  the  above  heading  (although  I  beUeve  it 
was  yourself  who  first  raised  the  question),  and  I 
sincerely  apologise  for  adding  more  to  this  thread- 
bare subject.  As  the  whole  thing  has  developed 
into  a  trade  question,  let  the  respective  rod-makers 
advel-tise  the  merits  of  their  wares  in  the  proper 
columns,  thereby  allowing  your  valuable  space  to 
be  taken  up  by  matters  more  interesting  and  useful 
— for  instance,  some  of  those  "  letters  unavoidably 
held  over  "  (hope  those  unhappy  cormorants  have 
gone  over  to  the  majority). 

I  notice  in  "  Tyne's  "  letter,  appearing  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  24,  in  comparing  rods 
built  of  the  two  materials  in  question,  he  says  : 
"  In  1870  I  used  only  a  greenlieart  rod,  with  which 
I  had  no  end  of  breakings  of  tops,  although  I 
used  every  care,"  and  then  proceeds  to  speak  of 
tlie  great  merits  of  his  split-cane  rods. 

This  remark  is  most  unfair.  Apparently  his 
experience  of  greenlieart  is  very  limited,  aiid,  as 
we  must  assume  that  he  did  "  Use  every  care,"  the 
only  logical  conclusion  is  that  the  rod  was  made 
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of  poor  greenheart.  This  brings  me  to  my  object 
in  writing.  If  the  greenheart  rod-builders  will  only 
use  ■  the  very  finest  timber,  discarding  all  dis- 
colom-ed  wood,  and  educate  their  customei's  to 
using  spliced  joints,  there  will  be  no  more  com- 
plaints, and  I  venture  to  say  that  when  they  take 
that  course,  this  overrated  split-cane  will  take  its 
proper  place  in  the  market. — Yoiu-s  truly. 

Red  Qxjill. 


SPLIT-CANE  AND  GREENHEART. 

Deab  Sir, — Before  the  correspondence  on  this 
subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  terminates,  I  would 
be  glad  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  respective  merits 
of  these  rods  after  an  experience  extending  over 
forty  years,  during  which  time  I  have  invariably 
used  Castleconnell  rods  both  for  salmon  and  trout, 
and  am  of  opinion  Mr.  Enright's  rods  cannot  be 
excelled,  and  have  had  but  two  breakages  in  top 
joints  during  that  period — these  were  owing  to 
carelessness. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  dry-fly  fishing  became 
general,  I  foimd  no  greenheart  rod  made  could  come 
up  to  split-cane  in  delicacy  and  accuracy  of  casting, 
so  essential  to  that  mode  of  fishing. 

With  regard  to  the  letter  from  "  Tyne  "  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  24  on  this  subject,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  vmderstand  how  he  encompassed  so 
many  breakages  with  his  greenheart  rods,  and  if 
I  were  in  his  place  I  would  adopt  some  other  form 
of  sport  more  suitable  to  his  vigour. — Yours  truly, 

Portarlington.  Floater. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY-CASTING  AT 
WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  result  of  the  fly-casting  on 
Nov.  25  between  Mrs.  Kavanagh,  of  county  Mayo, 
and  Miss  Newham,  Wimbledon  Lake,  was  as  follows  : 
— (Judges  :  Messrs.  R.  Newett  and  R.  Lewes  )^ — 
16ft.  rod,  Mrs.  Kavanagh,  29yds.  1ft.  ;  Miss  New- 
ham,  28yds.  2ft.  14ft.  rod,  Mrs.  Kavanagh,  30yds. 
6in.  ;  Miss  Newham,  27yds.  2in. 

Accuracy  with  single-handed  fly-rod  at  three 
different  marks,  consisting  of  floating  bottles,  I'/yds., 
19yds.,  and  22yds.,  Miss  Newham  won  easily  by 
dropping  fly  on  two  marks  and  1ft.  from  the  third. 

Mrs.  Kavanagh  cast  her  fly  on  one  mark,  and 
was  a  foot  each  off  the  other  two. 

There  was  quite  a  number  of  spectators,  and 
they  were  delighted  with  the  style  of  both  ladies 
(Mrs.  Kavanagh  being  Mr.  J.  Enright's  pupil,  and 
cast  with  him  at  Kingston-on-Thames  in  1896, 
when  he  gave  a  fine  exhibition  from  a  punt  moored 
for  the  occasion).  The  wand  was  dead  cross 
on  Nov.  25,  which  made  casting  most  difficult, 
but  afterwards  the  punt  was  moored  and  casting 
was  wonderful.  Mrs.  Kavanagh  has  a  beautiful 
finish  in  delivering  her  fly.  There  will  be  a  return 
match  early  in  the  spring  either  here  or  on  some 
other  water  between  these  ladies.- — Yours  truly, 

A.  Newham. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  ANGLERS' 
PLIERS. 

Dear  Sir,- — I  see  that  several  suggestions  have 
been  made  in  the  direction  of  improving  these. 
Let  me  add  mine.  One  of  the  outer  edges  of  the 
arms  might  easily  be  fitted  up  as  a  file  for  sharpening 
hooks,  and  a  pricker  could  be  hinged  on  and  counter- 
sunk into  the  corresponding  outer  arm  on  the  other 
side  for  opening  out  knots  and  enlarging  gut  loops, 
etc.  If  one  of  the  arms  had  inches  cut  on  to  one 
of  its  sides  these  might  occasionally  be  useful. ^ — • 
Yours  truly,  John  Hogan. 

[The  file  was  tried,  bvit  it  has  to  be  so  hard  that 
the  handle  becomes  brittle  and  snaps.- — Ed.] 

SALMON  CULTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  remarks  of  "  G.  M." 
on  p.  365  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  he  may  or  may  not 
be  possessed  of  the  knowledge  which  would  enable 
him  to  form  a  judgment  on  this  question  ;  but  it 
is  significant  that  there  are  in  this  country  and 
America  experienced  persons  who,  by  observations 
and  results,  are  convinced  that  it  is  now  only  by 
means  of  artificial  propagation  of  all  salmonidm  that 
the  stock  of  our  rivers  can  be  maintained.  If 
"  G.  M."  will  state  his  reasons  for  forming  an 
adverse  opinion,  a  reply  to  every  point  he  may  put 
forward  will  be  forthcoming  at  very  short  notice. 
—Yours  truly,  L.  M.  B. 


A   PIKE   AND   TROUT  FIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  to  ask  if  you  think  the 
following  is  not  rather  unusual.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  Chilton  Lodge  waters  were  being  dragged 
to  remove  all  the  pike  and  the  so-called  coarse 
fish  from  the  trout  waters,  and  the  waters  were 
run  off  very  low.    I  had  occasion  to  go  near  thg 


mill  on  this  water,  and  there  saw  a  trout  about. 
Sin.  long  with  a  small  pike  about  5in.  long  in 
its<mouth,  and  the  way  that  the  trout  was  trying 
to  kill  the  pike  was  worth  going  some  distance  to 
see.  After  some  little  time  the  pike  got  away 
from  the  trout  and  got  under  a  small  stone,  but 
the  trout  found  the  pike  again  and  seized  hold 
of  it  and  then  shook  it  just  like  a  dog  would  a 
rat.  I  was  sorry  I  could  not  see  the  end  of  this 
remarkable  fight,  having  to  go  and  receive  all  the 
so-called  coarse  fish  for  stocking  the  Marlborough 
Association's  waters  kindly  given  to  us  by  Sir 
W.  Pearce,  Bart.,  of  Chilton  Lodge.- — Yours  truly, 

W.  J.  Hiscox. 


A  TROUT  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  obliged  if  some  of  your 
numerous  readers  would  be  kind  enough  to  give 
me  advice,  from  personal  experience,  in  regard  to 
the  following  : — 

My  club  has  about  a  mile  of  river  water  suitable 
for  trout- — say,  600  yards  below  a  weir  and  1000 
yards  above  the  weir — then  comes  another  club's 
waters,  and  so  on  up  the  river.  Last  year  we 
turned  in  trout  (yearlings)  300  or  400  yards  helow 
the  weir.  We  were  afterwards  told  this  was  a 
mistake,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  been  put  in 
above  the  weir. 

The  information  I  require  is  as  to  the  pro- 
babilities of  their  staying  in  the  neighbourhood 
if  put  in  above  the  weir — seeing  it  is  miles  before 
they  would  come  to  another  weir,  or  other  obstruc- 
tion. In  other  words,  do  they  travel  on  and  on 
up  stream,  or  stop  about  where  they  enter  the 
water  ? — Yours  truly.  Midland. 

BENEVOLENT  FUND  FOR  LANCASHIRE 
CLUBS. 

Dear  Sir, — Looking  through  the  "  Provincial 
Angling  Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  noticed  one 
from  Manchester,  suggesting  that  a  benevolent  fund 
was  needed.  I  am  very  pleased  to  inform  you  that 
we  have  already  started  one  in  Oldham,  at  the 
Oldham  Anglers'  Social  Club.  Our  wish  is  that 
other  clubs  will  all  form  benevolent  funds,  and 
that  they  will  affiliate  together,  as  we  think  that 
they  will  be  beneficial  to  all,  and  be  a  great  help  to 
our  brother  members  sick,  or  any  way  in  distress. 

I  hope  you  will  find  room  for  this  in  your  valuable 
paper,  and  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

James  Caley, 
Sec.  of  the  Oldham  Benevolent'Fimd. 


LARGEST  IRISH  ROD-KILLED  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  the  weight  of  the  largest  Irish  rod- 
killed  salmon  of  1906  ?  Itjwould  be  very  interesting. 
- — Yours  truly,  H.  Melladew. 


WEST  HAM  BROTHERS'  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir,- — This  society  has  sustained  a  severe 
loss  through  the  fire  at  the  Coach  and  Horses, 
Stratford,  on  Nov.  21,  their  club-room  being  de- 
stroyed and  many  valuable  cases  of  fish  burnt. 
Unfortunately,  some  of  these  cases  were  loaned 
to  the  society  by  members,  and,  although  their 
loss  is  covered,  the  "  fish  of  a  lifetime  "  can  never 
be  replaced. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials, 
the  club  business  will  be  carried  on  at  the  Earl  of 
Derby  during  the  erection  of  a  temporary  building 
at  the  old  headquarters.  The  members  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  their  numerous 
friends  for  the  kind  offers  of  help  they  have  received. 
• — Yours  truly,  B.  W.  Sargent. 


JELLY  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — For  what  purpose  were  jelly  fish 

designed  by  Providence  ?  If  any  of  your  readers 

will  kindly  answer  this  question  it  will  greatly 
oblige.- — Yours  truly,  Fritz. 

FISHING  AT  PANGBOURNE. 

Dear  Sir,- — On  Nov.  18  a  number  of  expert 
anglers  tried  their  luck  at  Pangbourne,  and  I  hear 
that  the  swims  are  still  very  foul.  An  old  friend 
and  J.  Osborne  were  fishing  next  to  each  other 
down  stream,  and  although  the  champion  caught 
a  good  number  of  roach,  most  of  them  were  under 
the  Thames  standard.  Mr.  Osborne  stuck  to 
paste,  while  my  friend  tried  reds,  lobs,  gentles,  and 
paste,  and  he  caught  ten  roach  that  weighed  over 
51b. ;  swimming  the  float,  the  weeds,  etc. ,  were  a  great 
nuisance.  Several  anglers  who  raced  for  the  swims 
that  yielded  best  in  the  recent  competition  caught 
over  101b.  of  roach  ;  and  this  just  shows  me  that 
however  important  it  is  to  fish  with  brains,  in 
these  competitions  the  most  important  thing  is 


to  get  a  peg  opposite  a  swim  that  holds  good  fish, 
and  plenty  of  them  ;  and  vinless  the  angler  is  an 
absolute  duffer,  brains  will  do  the  rest. — Yours 
truly,  Pangbourne. 

FLY  MAKING— A  KIND  OFFER  BY  AN 
AMERICAN  ANGLER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  in  my  possession  two  works 
on  fly-making — "  How  to  Tie  Salmon  Flies,"  by 
Captain  Hale,  and  "  Floating  Flies,  and  How  to 
Dress  Them,"  by  Frederic  M.  Halford.  From 
these  two  works  I  have,  as  an  amateur  fly-maker, 
received  a  great  deal  of  useful  information  that 
has  been  very  helpful,  and  feel  grateful  to  the 
authors. 

In  the  course  of  my  work  I  have  arranged  an 
exceedingly  compact,  neat  and  flexible  system 
for  the  keeping  of  fly-making  materials,  and  also 
have  a  little  device  which  I  have  found  of  assistance 
in  making  flies  on  eyed  hooks  ;  and  I  wish  to 
correspond  with  the  authors  of  the  books  men- 
tioned about  these  improvements,  with  the  idea  of 
giving  them  and  the  angling  fraternity  in  general 
the  benefit  of  my  experience,  and  would  ask  if  you 
will  kindly  furnish  me  with  the  addresses  of  the 
gentlemen. 

If  you  wish,  will  be  very  glad  to  send  you  a  plan 
of  my  method  for  keeping  materials,  also  samples 
of  the  packages  and  the  little  device  used  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  securely  the  tying  silk  when 
one  has  occasion  to  stop  their  work  on  eyed  flies, 
for  the  picking  up  of  materials,  or  any  other  purpose. 
Comparatively  few  of  ovir  American  anglers  make 
their  own  fUes,  and  my  idea  in  writing  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  this  subject  and  the  authors  mentioned 
is  that  the  information  may  reach  a  large  part 
of  the  English  angling  fraternity,  who,  I  vinder- 
stand,  pay  more  attention  to  this  part  of  the  art 
of  angling  than  their  American  friends. 

If  you  are  interested,  write  me  and  I'will  be 
very  glad  to  submit  to  you  my)plan  and  samples 
of  my  packages.  Understand,  please,  that  I  have 
no  other  object  in  writing  you  on  this  subject  than 
to  benefit  anglers  who  flnd  recreation  and  pleasure 
in  making  their  own  flies.^ — Yours  truly, 

851,  Center-street,  Charles  C.  Elliott. 

Elgin,  111.,  U.S.A. 

[I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  Mr.[Elliott  will  send 
particulars  of  his  method. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  UGANDA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  kindly  give  me  any  information 
about  fishing  in  Uganda  and  Victoria  Nyanza. 
What  gear  to  take  out,  etc.,  and  oblige. — Yours 
truly.  Major. 

THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH  IN  THE  CAM. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  "  Cambridge  Daily  News.'" 

"  Sir,- — In  your  issue  of  Oct.  25  it  is  stated 
that  at  the  Council  meeting  of  that  date  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  with 
reference  to  the  recent  destruction  of  fish  in  the 
Cam.  Alderman  Campkin  proposed  that  the  letter 
be  referred  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Committee.  He 
also  stated  that  they  had  a  thorough  investigation 
from  the  report  given  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Coimcil  last  Thurs- 
day no  report  was  given  on  the  subject. 

"  In  my  letter  to  your  paper,  Oct.  3,  1906,  on 
this  sad  event,  when  tons  of  fish  were  destroyed 
by  river  pollution,  I  stated  from  experience  that 
the  whole  surroundings  in  this  recent  destruction  are 
the  same  as  in  1903,  when  the  Local  Government 
Board  demanded  an  explicit  cause  of  the  river 
pollution  from  them.  On  Dec.  17,  1903,  Mr. 
J.  E.  L.  Wliitehead  (Town  Clerk)  sent  the  com- 
mittee's reply,  which  stated  that  the  specific  cause 
of  the  pollution  of  the  river  was  that  during  the 
summer  months,  in  cases  of  heavy  rains  and  storms, 
the  pipe  leading  from  the  pumping  station  to  the 
sewage  farm  was  inadequate,  and  the  surplus 
quantity  of  water  and  sewage  matter  could  not  be 
properly  carried  away,  and  was  in  consequence 
discharged  into  the  river.  2nd.  A  great  quantity 
of  poisonous  disinfectants  or  other  deleterious 
matter  was  conveyed  into  the  public  sewer,  and 
was  thus  the  cause  of  the  destruction  of  fish.  In 
order  to  prevent  another  loss  of  fish  in  the  Cam, 
unless  means  are  used  to  prevent  future  pollution, 
I  intend  to  write  the  Local  Government  Board 
again  on  this  subject,  for  to  poison  a  river  (one  of 
God's  best  gifts  in  the  natural  world  to  man)  is 
an  offence  against  humanity,  and  only  a  little  less 
than  a  crime.- — Yours,  etc., 

"  John  Overland  George. 

"  Beehe-road,  Cambridge,  Nov.  24,  1906." 

{Several  letters  are  wna/voidably  held  over.) . 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Christmas. 

Although  I  fear  at  the  moment  of  writing  it 
does  not  look  much  like  skating,  there  is  every 
prospect  of  our  finding  the  waters  in  good  order  for 
pike  fishing  at  Christmas,  if  this  wonderful  weather 
lasts.  Near  London  the  lilacs  are  actually  breaking 
into  leaf  in  some  cases,  and  the  chestnut  buds  have 
already  got  the  cobbler's  wax  out.  The  plentiful 
rains  of  the  last  month  or  two  make  prospects  for 
angling  look  brighter  everywhere.  As  I  said  in  the 
first  or  one  of  the  first  numbers  of  the  Fishing 
Ouzette  which  I  edited,  twenty-seven  years  ago, 
what  a  pity  it  is  all  the  towns  and  villages  of  the 
United  Kingdom  do  not  store  the  winter  rains  in 
ponds  and  lakes  for  summer  use,  and  for  fishing  and 
boating. 

AVhen  I  am  a  millionaire  I  will  do  it,  and  make 
another  million  out  of  it.   In  the  meantime,  I  wish 
all  readers  of  and  all  connected  with  the  Fishina 
Gazette  " 
A  MEREY  CHRISTMAS 

l  i  AND  A 

HAPPY  NEW  YEAR. 

Some  items  which  I  hope  will  interest  all  classes 
of  anglers  are  in  view  for  the  coming  year,  when  I 
hope  we  may  be  able  to  test  our  greenhearts  and 
split-canes  instead  of  talking  and  writing  about 
them  so  much.  What  I  enjoyed  most  about  it  was 
the  way  anglers  would  rush  into  the  fray  by  saying 
they  were  sick  of  the  whole  controversy,  only  they 
would  just  like  to  remark,  etc.— and  add  another 
column  to  it.  But  anglers  really  are  an  awfully 
good  sort  ;  I  have  more  than  once  purposely  intro- 
duced two  correspondents  who,  under  assumed 
names,  have  been  "  wiping  up  the  floor  "  with  each 
other.  It  IS  great  fun,  and  always  ends  in  vows  of 
eternal  friendship,  and  offers  to  fish  each  other  s 
water  ever  after. 

The  amusing  private  letters  I  get,  too,  about 
certain  correspondents.  I  remember  one  began  :— 
"My  dear  Sir,— Of  all  the  consummate  asses  who  ever 


had  the  conceit  to  think  they  know  anything  about 
angling  that  one  whose  puerile  effusion,  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  is  signed  '  Cork '  is  the  worst !  " 
It  was  his  own  father  ! 

A  Record  Take  of  Huchen, 

The  capture  of  huchen  (Danube  salmon)  which 
Dr.  Heintz  describes  in  the  following  letter  must, 
I  should  think,  be  a  record  for  one  day's  fishing— it 
was  only  about  half  a  day,  in  fact. 

"Dear  Mb.  Marston,— I  must  t;ll  you  of  a 
record  bit  of  sport  I  had  with  the  huchen,  especially 
as  It  was  indirectly  due  to  you,  that  is,  to  ray 
experiences  last  summer  in  Norway,  for  which  I 
have  to  thank  you  and  your  friends. 

"  I  was  fishing  in  October  in  the  lUer  for  huchen 
(spmnmg).    There  was  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky,  the 


once.  The  curious  part  of  it  was  that  at  the  same 
place  the  day  before,  when  fishing  with  natural 
bait,  I  had  hooked  the  .3.3-pounder  and  played  it 
almost  to  the  gaff  when  the  fish  got  off ;  on  the 
second  hook  were  some  largo  scales,  showing  that 
he  had  only  been  hooked  outside.  It  is  very  rare 
indeed  for  a  big  huchen  to  get  off  and  be  caught 
again,  even  in  the  same  season,  to  say  nothing  of 
next  day. 

"  The  general  experience  of  the  best  huchen  anglers 
is  that  largo  huchen  do  not  take  an  artificial  well ; 
small  fish  will  come  at  a  spinning  bait,  but  for  big 
specimens  we  always  use  natural  bait  if  wo  can 
get  it.  But  my  experience  this  season,  and  I 
tried  it  well,  and  took  salmon,  pike,  char,  and  sea- 
trout  on  it  as  well  as  huchen,  is  that  my  '  Blinker  ' 
spinner  is  just  as  good  or  better  than  a  natural 
bait.     Still  more  remarkable  was  my  success  with 


Two  Beace  of  Huchen  Weighing  40  kilos  (88lb.),  Taken  in  One 
FoBENOON  (Oct.  1,  1906),  in  the  Illek,  by  Dh.  Kael  Heintz. 

Dr.  Heintz  reminds  me  that  the  huchen  never  look  ?o  fat  and  wel  fil'ed  out  as 
salmon,  as  they  live  all  the  year  in  the  strongest  streams;  only  in  the  River  Inn 
are  rather  plumper  fish  found. — Ed. 


water  was  low  and  very  clear— all  unfavourable 
conditions — and  yet  between  nine  o'clock  and  one 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  1  (although  the  fore- 
noon is  much  less  favourable  than  the  afternoon 
for  this  fishing)  I  killed  four  huchen,  which  together 
weighed  881b.— that  is,  331b.,  21\\h.,  UJlb.,  131b.— 
all  on  artificial  baits.  The  largest  brace  I  took  on 
a  silver  spinning  bait,  which  had  also  killed  salmon 
in  Norway  ;  the  others  on  a  big  pike  fly— twice 
a,s  big  as  the  largest  of  the  salmon  flies  which  Mr. 
Sturdy  kindly  sent  me— a  sort  of  Alexandra,  made 
chiefly  of  peacock  feathers.  I  cast  the  fly  with  a 
medium-sized  lead  from  the  reel  like  a  spinning  bait, 
and  the  fish  came  at  it  well.  The  33-pounder  was 
going  for  it,  but  a  little  4-pounder  snatched  it 
away  from  him.  I  tried  the  big  fellow  again  with 
the  fly,  but  he  would  not  move,  so  I  put  on  the 
'  Blinker '  (a  silvery  spinner),  and  he  took  it  at 


the  pike  fly.  You  will  remember  I  killed  a  221b 
huchen  when  trout  fishing  wth  May  Fly,  but  that 
wa3  quite  an  accident — it  would  never  answer  to 
fish  regularly  with  May  Flies  or  even  salmon  flies  for 
huchen.  I  have  often  tried  both  large  and  small 
salmon  flies,  but  our  voracious  huchen  want  some- 
thing more  of  a  mouthful.  Flies  the  size  of  a  bird 
or  a  rat  will  tempt  them." 

Dr.  Heintz  came  to  try  the  big  pike  fly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  stern  refusal  of  a  141b.  huchen, 
which  inhabited  a  bit  of  strong  water  just  below 
the  bridge,  to  be  tempted  away.  It  was  difficult  to 
spin  a  bait  so  as  not  to  frighten  him,  and  all  attempts 
to  take  the  fish  were  vain.  At  last  the  Doctor 
thought  he  would  try  his  big  pike  fly  and  iet  it 
swim  down  to  the  fish  with  the  strong  stream.  The 
huchen  took  it  at  once,  and,  after  a  big  fight,  was 
gaffed.    Now  the  Doctor  is  djnng  to  try  his  pike 
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fly  on  other  huohen  waters,  especially  on  the  Inn, 
in  which  the  fish  are  hard  to  tempt — being  fat  and 
lazy  from  abundance  of  natural  food.  I  wish  him 
success— may  he  get  a  50-pounder  for  his  Christmas 
dinner  ! 


A  Well- Fed  Rainbow  Trout. 

A  very  handsome  rainbow  trout  was  taken  on 
Dec.  2  from  a  private  lake  near  Cirencester  by 
Thomas  Kingscote,  Esq.,  of  the  Abbey  Lake,  Ciren- 
cester. The  fish  was  placed  in  the  water  as  a  year- 
ling in  March,  1905,  and  on  Dec.  2,  1906,  weighed 
41b.  Length,  from  nose  to  fork  of  tail,  19^in.  ; 
girth,  12iin.  It  is  being  mounted  by  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  Pall  MaU. 


Sport  in  British  Columbia— A  S2lb.  Salmon. 

Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  writes  on  Dec.  2  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  have  read  with  interest 
the  papers  that  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  on  sport  in  British  Columbia,  but  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  any  illustrations  of  the  fish. 

"  My  nephew,  Richmond  Sturdy,  fished  there 
last  August,  and  has  sent  me  photos  of  a  521b.  fish 
and  of  a  day's  catch  of  smaller  of  the  same  variety, 
Tyhee  salmon,  all  caught,  I  fancy,  with  spoon  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Campbell  river.  These  big  Pacific 
salmon,  as  is  evident  enough  from  the  photos,  seem 


52lb.  Tyhee  SAtjaoN,  taken  by  Mr.  Eichmond 
Sturdy,  Aug.  10,  1906,  at  Campbell  River,  B.C. 
Length,  46Jin.  ;  Girth,  29in.  ;  Width  op  Tail,  15in. 

heavier  for  their  length  than  any  Atlantic  fish  I 
have  come  across.  This  52-pounder  only  measured 
46|in.,  and  was  thus  some  20'per  cent,  above  your 
scale  based  on  a  201b.  salmon  having  a  length  of  36in. 

"  I  gather  from  the  letter,  that  much  of  the 
take  consists  of  a  grilse-sized  fish  which  he  calls 
Cohoe  salmon,  of  which  he  once,  at  least,  got  1001b. 
in  a  day,  but,  naturally-  enough,  he  takes  most 
interest  in  the  monsters,  of  which  he  was  hopeful 
of  getting  one  heavier  than  his  52-pounder,  by 
101b.  or  201b.,  as  he  writes  is  '  often  '  done." 

From  the  photo  which  Mr.  Sturdy  kindly  sends 
it  will  be  seen  what  extraordinary  depth  these 
Tyhee  salmon  have,  showing  enormous  food 
supphes  in  the  water  they  frequent.  Colonel  N.  H. 
Cunhfi'e,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  sent  me  a  very 
interesting  account  of  fishing  for  these  Campbell 
river  salmon  about  two  years  ago,  with  a  photo  of  a 
Tyhee  of,  I  think,  441b.,  caught  by  Mrs.  Cunliffe. 
I  believe  the  fish  are  all  taken  in  the  sea  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Campbell  river. 


Death  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Middleton. 

Everyone  who  knew  Mr.  E.  J.  Middleton,  of 
Ilkley  and  Clonmel,  will  regret  to  hear  of  his  death, 
which  took  place  on  Nov.  27,  aged  70,  and  is  buried 
in  the  CathoUc  Cemetery,  Bath,  where  he  had 
been  staying  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton,  who  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  Roman 
Catholic  famihes  in  Yorkshire,  had  been  for  the  past 
forty  years  a  constant  visitor  to  Clonmel,  for  the 


purpose  of  enjopng  his  favourite  sport  of  fishing 
the  River  Suir  and  its  tributaries.  He  was  quite  an 
expert  and  most  enthusiastic  and  very  successful 
angler,  both  for  salmon  and  trout.  During  his  last 
visit  to  Clonmel  and  towards  the  close  of  the  fishing 
season  he  contracted  an  attack  of  sciatica,  and  was 
obliged  to  leave  about  two  months  ago.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  and  gi-eatly  enjoyed  the  annual 
dinners,  when  he  was  able  to  get  to  them.  It  must 
be  over  twenty  years  since  I  first  fished  with  him 
in  Yorkshire,  where  I  was  introduced  to  him  by 
Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  as  one  of  the  keenest  anglers  he 
had  ever  met.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Driffield 
Club,  and  I  have  often  regretted  not  being  able  to 
try  that  famous  fishing  with  him  as  he  often  asked 
me  to  do.  He  was  of  a  kindly  and  benevolent  dis- 
position, and  his  death  will  be  much  regretted  by 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  both  in  England  and  in  the 
counties  of  Tipperary,  Waterford,  and  Kilkenny  ; 
and  deep  sympathy  is  felt  with  his  bereaved  wife, 
who  was  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  leading  families 
in  the  latter  county — the  Powers,  of  Bellevue — -and 
with  his  other  sorrowing  relatives.  Mr.  Middleton 
wrote  occasionally  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as 
"  Watchett." 

A  Pleasant  Compliment  to  the  "  Fishing  Gazette  " 
from  America. 

As  noted  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dee.  1,  Mr. 
G.  M.  L.  LaBranche,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  recently  held  in 
New  York,  wote  to  me  as  follows  : — 

"  R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. — My  de^r  Sir, — At  the 
dinner  given  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  22  to  Mr.  John 
Enright  and  the  other  contestants  at  our  recent 


tournament  four  small  silk  flags  decorated  the 
head  of  the  table.  Mr.  Enright  was  presented 
with  two  of  them,  and  it  was  suggested  by  some 
of  the  members  present  that  you  might  be  glad  to 
have  the  others.  On  this  assumption,  I  take  great 
pleasure  in  enclosing  them  herewith,  and  can  assure 
you  that  the  best  wishes  of  the  Anglers'  Club  of 
New  York  accompany  them." 

I  wrote  to  thank  Mr.  LaBranche  for  the  com- 
pliment, and  I  give  the  flags.  Next  time  I  hope 
we  shall  have  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  also 
represented. 

A  Fine  Catch  of  Pike. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  of  Pittville,  Chelten- 
ham, send  me  the  following  particulars  from  the 
Gloucester  Citizen  of  a  fine  take  of  2>ike  made  by 
two  of  their  customers  : — 

"  In  the  shop  of  Samuel  Long,  fishmonger,  etc., 
of  the  Cross,  was  recently  exhibited  an  extra- 
ordinary catch  of  pike  made  lately  in  the  River  Wye 
by  two  local  gentlemen.  The  number  of  fish,  taken 
with  hve  bait,  was  sixteen,  and  the  total  weight 
1791b.  The  weights  of  the  two  largest  fish  were  301b. 
and  21  lb.  respectively,  and  a  fisherman  standing  at 
one  spot  secured  seven  fish,  reaching  an  aggregate 
weight  of  nearly  901b.  The  entire  catch  was  made 
in  little  over  an  hour,  and,  we  believe,  the  finest 
specimen  is  the  largest  pike  caught  in  Enghsh, 
Scotch,  or  Irish  waters  this  year.  Fortunately,  the 
fishermen  had  the  services  of  a  friend  who  assisted 
in  landing  the  pike." 

This  is  much  the  best  record  I  have  had  up  to 
date  this  season,  and  will  take  some  beating. 


The  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society's  Clinton 
Hatcheries. 

That  wonderful  paper,  the  Otago  Witness, -wYncYi  gives 
eighty-four  pages  of  text  and  a  four-page  illustrated 
supplement,  contains  in  its  issue  for  Sept.  26  some 
very  good  illustrations  of  the  fine  fish-breeding 
estabUshment  of  the  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society 
at  CUnton,  where  in  September  last  there  were  over 
a  million  and  a  half  of  eggs  and  alevins.  The 
society's  Opoho  hatchery  also  deals  with  some 
half -million  eggs.  The  pictures  are  admirably 
printed.  Among  others  in  this  supplement  I  am 
glad  to  see  a  fine  one  of  our  latest  and  greatest 
battleship,  the  Dreadnovght,  which  is  creating  great 
interest  in  all  parts  of  the  Empire. 

Perch  taking  Crayfish. 

Mr.  John  Dunn,  who  used  to  have  that  nice  bit 
of  fishing  in  connection  with  the  Old  Mill  House, 
West  Drayton, ^called  on  me  the  other  day,  and  in 
the  course  of  conversation  told  mo  of  a  perch  of 
about  l-^b.  which  he  caught  in  the  mill  pool  last 
July  when  fishing  with  worm  ;  the  fish  was  in  fine 
condition,  and  in  its  stomach  he  found  seven 
young  crayfish  about  Hin.  in  length.  I  see  no 
reason  why  perch  should  not  take  crayfish,  but  I 
cannot  remember  recording  any  other  instance  of 
their  doing  so.  Mr.  Dunn  tells  me  that  crayfish, 
which  used  formerly  to  be  plentiful  about  West 
Drayton,  are  making  their  appearance  again.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  W.  Oldham  Chambers. 

In  response  to  our  account,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Sept.  22,  of  the  unfortunate  position  of  Mr.  W. 
Oldham  Chambers,  who  did  so  much  in  getting  up 


Great  Fisheries  Exhibitions  and  for  Fish  Culture,  I 
am  glad  to  hjCve  been  able  to  send  him  up  to  the 
end  of  November  over  £40 — namely,  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  £26  5s.  ;  Mr.  F.  G.  Chaplin, 
£1  ;  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  £2  2s.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Burdett-Coutts,  M.P.,  £5  5s.  ;  Mr.  W.  Senior, 
£1  Is.  ;  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  £1  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen, 
£1  Is.  ;  the  Fishing  Gazette,  £3— £40  14s.  in 
all.  I  think  Mr.  Chambers  has  been  even  more 
gratiiied  by  the  kind  words  sent  to  him  than  witli 
the  money — though  he  refers  to  that  as  a  perfect 
godsend  under  the  disti'ess  caused  by  bis  illness. 

"  English  and  Finnish  Dialogues  and  Vocabulary 
for  the  Use  of  Sportsmen." 

Mrs.  Agnes  Renfors,  of  Kajana,  Finland,  sends 
me  a  copy  of  the  new  edition  of  her  useful  little 
work  under  the  above-named  title,  which  can  be 
had  of  Messrs.  Good  and  Sons,  of  Hull,  and  Messrs. 
Fritsche  and  Co.,  of  Copenhagen.  Mrs.  Renfors  has 
had  some  flattering  testimonials  from  visitors.  One, 
writing  from  Huddersfield,  says  he  thinks  every 
Englishman  visiting  Finland  will  buy  it,  and  another 
says  with  it  and  a  little  practice  it  would  be  quite 
possible  to  fish  and  shoot  all  over  Finland  with 
comfort.  I  called  attention  to  the  first  edition  a 
year  or  two  ago,  and  believe  it  is  the  only  book 
of  the  kind  available  for  the  English  visitor  to 
Finland.  R.  B.  Marston. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Grayliko  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  Ttie 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  l^ane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  booli  evei' 
written  on  the  subject," — Fishing  Gmette. 
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"NATUEE'S  CAEOL  SINGEES."* 


Messes.  Eichabd  and  Cherey  Kearton  seem  to 
■he  two  merry  men  who  have  broken  away  from 
the  haunts  and  business  of  men,  and  taken  to  the 
fields  and  woods  to  make  themselves  familiar  with 
and  friends  of  the  birds  of  the  air  ;  to  find  out 
what  their  business  in  the  world  really  is  ;  what 
they  do  to  get  their  own  living,  how  and  where 
they  build  their  nests,  lay  their  eggs,  feed  their 
young  folk  ;  how  they  toil  and  how  they  spin  ;  how 
they  play  and  how  they  sing.  We,  who  are  shut 
up  for  eleven  months  out  of  every  twelve  within 
the  stone  or  brick  walls  of  a  great  city,  fancy  they 
must  be  just  as  happy  as  the  birds  themselves. 
One  can  hardly  imagine  a  more  delightful  occupa- 
tion than  that  of  wandering  in  the  silent  or  some- 
times the  glad,  noisy  woods — one  with  a  camera 
and  the  other  with  notebook — now  in  winter-time, 
when  ice  is  on  the  ground  and  snow  weighing  down 
the  branches  of  the  trees  ;  now  in  spring  "  full  of 
sweet  days  and  roses "  ;  now  in  summer,  and  its 
"  shaded  mossy  banks  inlaid  with  flowers  "  ;  now 
in  autumn,  "  when  all  roimd  the  tempests  ring  " — 
all  the  year  romid,  indeed,  by  day  and  by  nightj 
their  hfe  is  one  long  hohday.  Little  birds  of  the 
woods  beware,  take  care  !  these  chiels  are  always 
"  amang  ye,"  and,  hke  Captain  Grose,  "  takin' 
notes,  an'  faith  they'll  prent  it."  See  that  there 
'are  "  no  holes  in  a'  your  coats,"  plume  your  feathers, 
sit  sweetly  on  your  nests,  for  you  never  know  when 


sit  themselves  down  in  their  easy  chairs,  one  to 
develop  his  plates,  the  other  to  expound  his  notes 
on  sheets  of  foolscap  ;  then  they  go  to  the  printer, 
and  then  to  the  binder,  and  then  outcomes,  just 
in  time  for  Christmas  hohdays,  one  of  the  sweetest, 
cha.rmingest  httle  books  that  ever  was  seen — one 
which  all  boys  who  have  souls  above  money-grubbing 
and  who  rejoice  to  hear  the  birds  sing  will  covet 
and  save  up  their  pocket-money  to  possess.  Our 
two  merry  men  will  cram  that  money  into  their 
own  pockets,  and  then  off  to  the  woods  again  ! 


A  Stobv  in  Thbee  Chaptees  :  A  Young  Cuckoo 
AND  HIS  Teee-Pipit  Fostek-Mothee. 

or  how  you  may  be  snapshotted  by  those  two 
featherless  bipeds  who  are  always  hidden  somewhere 
about  and  ready  to  take  you  unawares.  When 
these  two  wanderers  have  bagged  a  lot  of  you  by 
pen  and  camera,  then  for  a  brief  period  they  retire 
from  the  woods  and  seek  the  haunts  of  men  ;  they 

*  "  Nature's  Carol  Singers,"  by  Richard  Kearton, 
F.Z.S.  Illustrated  with  photographs  direct  from 
Nature  by  Cherry  and  Richard  Kearton.  Crown 
8vo,  pp.  250,  cloth,  cut  edges.    CasBsll  and  Co. 


The  Dipper,  Carol  Singing, 

Nought  know  they  of  the  troubles  and  worries  and 
anxieties  which  belong  to  the  common  lot  of 
;  humanity — their  true  hfe  is  among  the  birds. 
These  happy  mortals  whose  home  is  in  fairy-land, 
I  and  who  have  cut  themselves  off  from  the  worrying 
;  ways  of  mankind,  have  already  sent  into  the  world 
a  dozen  or  so  of  these  bird  books  ;  now  comes  one 
i  which  is  called  "  Nature's  Carol  Singers."  There 
are  among  birds,  just  as  there  are  among  humans, 
some  who  can  sing  and  some  who  can't  sing.  There 
is  an  old  saying  that  "  those  who  can  sing  and 
won't  sing  should  be  made  to  sing  "  ;  and  it  often 
happens  that  there  are  some  birds  (as  there  are 
some  men)  who  can't  sing,  but  who  will  insist  on 
,  singing— such  should  certainly  be  made  to  "  shut 
up."  Of  these  may  be  instanced  the  raven,  the 
rook,  and  the  daw,  the  magpie  and  the  quist, 
who  all  think  they  can  sing,  and  insist  on  singing 
sometimes,  but  they  make  a  mess  of  it !  The  crow 
is  surely  a  most  conceited  bird — he  thinks  his  caw- 
caw  is  most  musical,  and  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
when  there  are  thousands  of  them  caw-cawing 
together  before  going  to  roost  the  great  combination 
of  discordant  soimds  does  not  become  harmonious  ; 
I,  for  one,  love  to  hear  them,  but  I  am  not  musical, 
and  so  am  no  fair  judge  of  harmony.  The  ring- 
dove (or  quist)  no  doubt  thinks  highly  of  its 
I  coo-coo-cooing,  but  it  is  monotonous.  Fine  feathers 
j  make  fine  birds,  but,  as  our  authors  tell  us,  they 
I  are  not  the  best  singers.  "  For  instance,  all  our 
first-class  melodists,  such  as  the  nightingale,  song- 
thrxish,  blackcap  warbler,  woodlark  and  garden 
warbler,  are  dressed  in  the  most  sober  of  sober 
colours."  The  cuckoo  when  you  come  to  examine 
his  plumage  closely  it  is  really  very  pretty,  at  least 
as  pretty  as  his  song,  and  after  what  all  the  poets 
have  said  about  him,  no  one  dare  assert  that  his 
cuck-oo,  cuck-oo — with  sometimes  towards  the 
close  of  his  brief  season  "  three  cucks  to  one  coo  " 
— is  not  a  pretty  song  ;  to  my  thinking,  it  is  one 
of  the  most  delightful  songs  of  "  all  the  glad  New 
Year."  Cuckoos  are  very  difficult  birds  to  get  a 
close  view  of.  I  once  caught,  quite  by  accident, 
a  fine  young  bird  in  its  best  dress ;  its  handsome 


head,  lovely  eyes  and  speckled  breast,  and  general 
elegancy  of  form  gave  it  a  most  attractive  appear- 
ance. The  story  of  our  dear  old  friend's  delin- 
quencies as  regards  his  (or  her)  making  use  of 
other  birds'  nests  to  lay  her  owti  egg  in  is  told 
over  again  with  variations.  The  story  of  how  tho 
young  cuckoo  was  fed  by  a  tree-pipit  is  told  in 
three  chapters,  and  the  publishers  have  been  so 
obliging  as  to  supply  as  with  adjoining  picture  repre- 
sentmg  very  graphically  the  three  stages. 

Of  the  warbhng  tribe,  our  authors  tell  of  the 
domgs  of  forty-five  EngUsh  warblere.    One  would 
like  to  repeat  here  what  they  say  of  each  of  these 
birds,  but  that  would  be  to  bag  tho  whole  book, 
which  would  not  be  fair  to  the  authors,  though 
probably  they  would  not  mind— they  are  philan- 
thropists, and  would  be  only  too  glad  to  give  th^ir 
ideas  to  the  great  greedy  pubhc,  no  matter  how  ! 
L«t  us  instead  turn  to  another  old  friend,  the 
dipper,  and  let  him  (or  her)  stand  as  a  sample  of 
the  whole.    I  have  very  pleasant  recollections  of  a 
dipper,  or  water-ouzel,  on  the  lovely  River  Dove, 
in  Dovedale,  many  years  ago.    Our  authors  tell  us 
that  the  dipper  is  "  not  at  all  a  sociable  bird  "— 
well,  now,  I  thought  it  was  ;  it  was  what  seemed 
to  me  to  be  its  sociability  which  induced  it  to 
entice  me  to  follow  it  for  a  mile  or  two,  and  to 
watch  its  pretty  antics 
all  the  Avay,  but  I  pre- 
sume the  authors  mean 
that  its  unsociableness 
refers  to   birds   of  its 
own  species,  and  not  to 
bipeds   such   as  I  am. 
Just  as  he  sits  on  that 
rock  in  the  picture  did 
he  sit  and  chatter  to  me 
twenty  years  ago.  They 
assert  that 

"  It  takes  posses- 
sion of  some  por- 
^  tion  of   a  stream, 

often  limited  to  a 
_  '  few  hundred  yards 

in  length,  and, 
keeping  more  or 
less  strictly  to  it, 
•will  not  ailow  any 
intruder  of  its  own 
•  species  to  encroach 
upon  its  domain." 
That,'!  believe,  is  just  hke  the  arbitrary  and  auto- 
cratic conduct  of  his  near  relative,  the  kingfisher.  I 
mention  this  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Percy  Wadham, 
of  Newport,  I.W.  (whose  most  interesting  account 
of  his  ejrperiences  with  a  nest  of  kingfishers 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  which,  de- 
scribing, as  it  does,  an  unusual  and  quite  new 
fact  in  natural  history,  attracted  less  attention  than 
it  merited). 

The  dipper  "secures  its  food  in  the  most 
wonderful  manner,  when  the  fact  is  taken  into 
consideration  that  the  bird  appears  to  be  no 
more  adapted  to  the  methods  it  employs 
than  a  song-thrush.  Alighting  on  some  stone 
in  the  middle  of  a  rapid  stream,  it  dehberately 
walks  down  into  the  water  and  swims  along 
the  bottom  by  a  series  of  wing  beats, 'picking 
up  and  swallowing  as  it  goes  caddis,  worms, 
larvae  of  flies,  and  small  molluscs.    .  . 

"  The  dipper  is  a  sweet  singer,  but  the  listener 
requires  to  be  very  close  to  the  vocalist  before 
he  is  in  a  position  thoroughly  to  appreciate 
the  bird's  low,  soft,  warbling  song,  which, 
although  of  no  great  length,  is  practised  even 
in  the  middle  of  winter." 
The  starling  has  a  way  of  singing  soft  and  low  even 
when  imitating  birds  of  a  noisier  note,  like  the 
sparrow.     Just  in  the  same  way  have  I  heard  a 
kingfisher,  sitting  on  a  branch  overhanging  the 
river,  warbhng  a  subdued  but  sweet  silvery  little 
song  which  pleased  me  very  much. 

I  think  I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  this  is 
a  valuable  book — it  is  interesting,  it  is  instructive, 
it  is  truthful,  for  it  relates  only  the  authors'  personal 
observations  ;  it  is  particularly  suitable  for  all 
yoimg  people  who  want  to  learn  all  they  can  about 
Nature  in  all  her  various  phases,  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  it  the  book  was  made  to  sell— 
parents  and  guardians,  boys  and  girls,  please  take 
the  hint.  If  I  had  the  choice  of  a  dozen  Christmas 
books  to  give  away  to  a  dozen  boys,  I  think  I 
should  limit  my  selection  and  give  each  boy  ak 
copy  of  "  Nature's  Carol  Singers." 

The  Amatecb  Asoleb, 
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ANGLING  AT  CHRISTMAS. 

IMaky  hundreds  of  anglers  are  now,  no  doubt, 
contemplating  spending  a  day  or  two  during 
this  Christmastide  on  their  favourite  waters,  and, 
as  the  so-called  "  coarse "  fish  are  in  prime 
condition,  and  generally  in  a  feeding  humour  in 
the  winter,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  excellent  sport 
may  be  obtained  during  the  holidays.  The  November 
Hoods  have  done  a  great  amount  of  good  to  all  our 
southern  rivers.  They  have  been  thoroughly 
cleansed,  rotten  weeds  and  rubbish  swept  away, 
and,  at  the  time  of  writing,  the  various  waters 
are  in  splendid  trim  for  all-round  angling,  of  good 
colour,  and  just  the  right  volume  of  water  to  make 
fishing  both  pleasant  and  profitable. 

The  Thames  is  undoubtedly  the  best  winter- 
fishing  stream  for  pike,  perch,  chub,  roach,  and 
dace,  and  every  reach  is  well-stocked  with  these  fish. 
Tne  popular  roach  swarms  in  the  great  metropolitan 
river  from  the  tideway  to  Ciicklade,  and  in  the 
winter  good  swims  may  be  found  everywhere.  In 
cold  weather  they  congregate  in  deep  runs,  in  quiet 
eddies,  lay-byes,  and  under  the  boughs.  The  punt 
angler  usually  gets  the  biggest  bag  on  the  Thames, 
though  at  times,  especially  when  the  river  is  very 
high  and  holding  plenty  of  colour,  the  bank  fisher- 
man ha",  a  golden  opportunity  of  securing  a  splendid 
catch.  The  g03sa  ner  gut  which  we  employed  in  the 
summer  can  be  di3pensed  with,  and  instead  a  rather 
medium  gut  line,  with  a  rather  heavy  float,  and 
ca  -rying  sixteen  or  twenty  small  shots,  should  be 
u-ied.  Roa?h  fishers,  whoie  favourite  swims  are  too 
strongly  rippled,  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
ledger  can  be  used  where  tioat-tackle  is  impossible. 
Many  of  the  finest  bags  of  fish  are  made  on  the 
ledger,  one  great  advantage  of  this  tackle  being 
that  a  considerable  length  of  gut  next  the  hook 
lies  on  the  bottom,  and  it  is  unobserved  by  the  fish. 
Bread-crust  cut  in  tiny  cubes  is  the  most  killing  lure 
for  most  waters,  though  paste,  gentles,  and  red- 
worms  often  prove  successful.  In  muddy  water 
the  tail  end  of  a  lob-worm,  on  a  light  ledger,  will 
surely  produce  good  results.  When  using  bread- 
cru5t  on  float-tackle  continuous  ground-baiting  in 
small  instalments  of  bran  and  bread  is  essential, 
so  that  the  fish  are  kept  constantly  in  the  "  swim," 
and  looking  out  for  a  meal. 

Punt  anglers  should  have  very  little  difficulty  in 
selecting  a  good  roach  swim  at  any  of  the  Thames 
stations,  but  for  the  bank  fisherman  there  are  suit- 
able spots  where  deep  water  close  to  the  bank  may 
be  had  at  Kingston,  Hampton  Court,  Shepperton, 
Old  Windsor,  Hurley,  Henley,  Shiplake,  and  Pang- 
bourne.  The  Hampshire  Avon  is  a  magnificent 
river  for  roach  fishing,  and  at  Fordingbridge,  Ring- 
wood,  and  Christchurch  fish  of  21b.  and  over  are 
often  caught  every  season.  Free  water  is  to  be  had 
in  the  Wey  at  Shalford,  and  also  in  the  Mole  at 
Esher  and  Dorking.  Roach  abound  in  the  Colne 
and  Kennet,  though  both  rivers  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  angling  societies.  The  Arun  at  Pulborough 
and  at  Amberley  contains  splendid  roach,  and  the 
London  club  anglers  are  frequently  rewarded  with 
good  baskets  in  the  winter.  The  Kentish  Stour  at 
Grove  Ferry  is  another  good  roach-fishing  river, 
and  specimens  of  l|lb.  and  21b.  are  not  uncommon. 

Chub-fishing  in  the  winter  months  furnishes 
capital  sport  for  the  angler.  They  bite  readily  in 
cold  and  frosty  weather,  and  as  it  is  likely  that  a 
good  stream  under  the  boughs  may  be  maintained 
during  the  holidays,  anglers  would  be  well  advised  to 
visit  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames.  Chub  at  this 
season  of  the  year  will  be  found  in  fast  streams  under 
hoUowed-out  banks,  where  there  is  a  clean  bottom, 
and  in  weir-pools.  A  3-yard  length  of  really  good 
undrawn  gut,  with  a  heavy  float  and  a  perforated 
bullet,  fixed  16in.  above  the  hook,  and  a  ■  No.  5 
hook  is  a  good  tackle  for  chub-fishing  when  the 
water  is  clear.  Ledgering  for  chub  in  deep  holes 
which  cannot  conveniently  be  fished  with  float- 
tackle  is  often  successful  when  baiting  cheese-pa^te. 
The  best  chub  bait  in  the  winter  is  pith  and  brains. 
The  former  is  used  as  bait  for  the  hook,  the  latter 
to  attract  the  "  loggerheads,"  and  it  should  swim 
well  clear  of  the  bottom.  Boiled  shrimps  are  also 
useful  at  times,  and  in  any  case  it  is  a  good  plan 
to  throw  in  some  pieces  of  ground-bait  before 
sending  the  hook  lure  down.  Drop  the  bait  under 
the  bushes,  keeping  the  boat  well  away  from  them, 
so  as  not  to  disturb  the  water ;  then,  directly  you 
have  hooked  your  fish,  steer  him  out  into  the  stream, 
or  he  will  rash  under  some  submerged  branch  or 
root. 

The  best  stations  for  chub-fidiing  are  Penton 


Hook,  Datchet,  Marlow,  Hurley,  Henley,  and  War- 
grave,  though  the  finest  chub  are  to  be  found  in  the 
Hampshire  Avon.  Quite  recently  a  grand  specimen 
chub,  weighing  71b.  6.Voz.,  was  caught  in  this  river 
at  Christchurch  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  of  the  Wey- 
bridge  AngUng  Association,  thus  beating  Mr.  E.  J. 
Walker's  chub  of  71b.  5oz.,  taken  in  the  same 
water  two  years  ago.  Chub  are  also  plentiful  in  the 
Dorset  Stour  ;  the  Mole  at  Esher  and  Dorking  ; 
the  Wey  at  Byfleet  ;  the  Medway  at  East  Farleigh, 
Wateringbury,  and  Yalding  ;  and  in  the  Great  Ouse 
at  St.  Neots. 

With  regard  to  pike  and  perch  fishing,  an  article 
was  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  lately  upon  the 
former  fish,  describing  the  tackle,  and  giving  the 
best  pike  waters  within  easy  distance  of  London. 
Perch  may  be  sought  in  most  rivers  and  lakes.  Just 
now  they  are  packed  together  in  shoals  in  deep 
holes  overhanging  banks,  along  camp-sheathing  and 
lock-cuttings,  and,  if  one  only  knows  the  quiet 
spots  where  they  are  to  be  found,  excellent  sport 
is  usually  to  be  had  in  the  winter.  Probably  the  best 
lures  for  perch  are  small  gudgeon  and  minnows,  just 
hooked  through  the  mouth,  and  can  be  used  on 
float-tackle  or  on  a  paternoster.  A  well-scoured 
brandling  or  a  lob-worm  are  by  no  means  despised 
by  the  perch. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  excellent  sport  among 
dace  may  be  had  in  the  Thames  tideway  at  Isle- 
worth,  Richmond,  and  Twickenham,  and  even  in 
bitter  weather,  the  silvery  fish  bite  freely. 

Providing  the  weather  is  favourable  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  sea-fishing  should  afford  good 
sport  at  the  well-known  resorts  along  the  South 
Coait.  In  the  Thames  estuary  at  Southend,  Leigh, 
and  Burnham  -  on  -  the  -  Crouch,  codling,  plaice, 
flounders,  pouting,  and  dabs  should  be  plentiful  ; 
at  Deal,  cod,  codling,  pollack,  and  silver  whiting 
may  be  caught  from  both  boats  and  pier  ;  rock  and 
silver  whiting,  congers,  plaice,  and  other  fish  are 
still  about  off  Brighton  ;  and  Herne  Bay,  Folke- 
stone, and  Weymouth  are  also  specially  recom- 
mended for  salt-water  angling.  H.  G.  H. 


A  REVIVAL  OF  FORTUNE. 

All  day  long  I  had  toiled  on  the  river  ;  vainly 
had  I  worked  Jock  Scott,  Black  Doctor,  Sun  Fly, 
Thunder  and  Lightning  about  the  disdainful  noses 
of  countless  fish.  Great  red  brutes  had  leapt 
almost  within  reach  of  my  rod-point ;  there  did 
not  seem  to  be  a  fresh-run  fish  in  the  water.  Dis- 
carding at  last  the  fly  for  the  unspeakable  worm — 
unspeakable  because  of  the  sinkers  that  in  some 
pools  will  get  caught  up  in  every  conceivable  and 
inconceivable  obstacle,  and  because  of  "  them 
trouts,"  as  Sandy  calls  them,  which  will  persist 
in  spoiling  a  bait  as  large  as  themselves — I  had  met 
with  no  more  success  than  formerly.  The  sun 
had  sunk  almost  behind  the  mountains,  the  hills 
were  violet  in  the  distance,  the  sky  a  glorious 
intermingling  of  green  and  gold  and  orange,  the 
grouse  were  calling  on  the  hills,  but  to  me  these 
things  were  as  nothing,  for  the  day  had  been  blank. 
My  back  was  aching  from  the  worm  work  as  I 
climbed  the  hill,  and  to-morrow  seemed  a  weary 
way  off  ;  but  as  I  reached  the  house  and  looked 
down  on  a  small  loch  below  me  the  wind  was 
stirring  in  the  trees,  and  a  strong  ripple  was  running 
over  the  water.  I  glanced  at  my  watch — a  quarter 
past  six,  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  one 
need  dress  for  dinner.  Should  I  try  it  ?  I  asked 
the  gillie.  He  seemed  no  less  anxious  than  I  to 
redeem  our  fortunes,  but  the  trout  in  the  loch 
were  few  and  far  between,  he  opined  ;  still  we 
could  do  no  worse  than  fail  again,  and  the  breeze 
was  propitious.  Five  minutes  later,  my  rod 
already  set  up  secured  from  the  house,  he  was 
rowing  me  round  the  lake  as  I  tried  the  blandish- 
ments of  Oban  and  Priest,  with  a  Zulu  for  a  tail- 
fly.  We  tried  over  as  likely  a  piece  of  water  as 
ever  gladdened  fisherman's  heart— black  and  dark, 
fringed  by  a  border  of  water-lilies.  No  rise  at  all, 
but  half-way  down  the  lake  a  fish  leapt  clear  ; 
my  gillie  caught  one  of  the  few  flies  on  the  water, 
and  we  held  a  council  of  war.  A  change  of  ammu- 
nition was  decided  on.  This  time  the  Zulu  was 
relegated  to  the  position  of  dropper,  together  with 
the  Priest,  and  a  Red  Pahner  brought  up  the  rear. 
Back  we  rowed  to  try  the  old  spot  over  again— it 
was  too  good  to  leave— and  almost  immediately 


our  altered  tactics  brought  success.  Something 
rushed  from  the  depths  and  then  jumped  clean 
out  of  the  water,  and  the  tail-fly  was  fast  in  a  fish 
that  was  evidently  well  above  the  pound.  Straight 
he  made  for  the  bed  of  lilies,  and  I  had  to  turn  him 
at  all  costs,  and  at  risk  of  snapping  my  fine  tackle. 
It  was  an  anxious  moment,  but  everything  held, 
and  twenty  seconds  later — -thanks  to  the  skilful 
watermanship  of  my  gillie — we  were  safe  in  deep 
water,  clear  of  all  reeds,  with  the  betting  four  to 
one  on  the  rod.  But  the  odds — and  the  fish — were 
not  landed  without  a  struggle.  Twice  more  he 
jumped,  and  these  occasions  afforded  my  only 
sight  of  him  till  the  end.  He  was  a  fish  of  a  retiring 
nature,  and  he  bored  and  burrowed  down  into  the 
depths  as  a  dog  does  into  a  rabbit  burrow.  Only 
once  he  ran,  the  rest  of  the  time  it  seemed  as  though 
he  was  lying  on  the  bottom,  struggling  and  kicking 
like  a  bad-tempered  child.  I  got  him  up  at  last, 
and  the  gillie  slipped  the  net  under  him.  He 
weighed  l^\h.  ;  no  monster  to  make  a  fuss  over, 
but  he  fought  as  one  double  his  weight  might  have 
done,  and  though  we  hooked  him  at  one  side  of 
the  lake,  what  with  the  fast-freshening  wind  and  the 
gentle  working  of  the  boat  by  the  man,  only  landed 
him  at  the  other,  a  good  hundred  yards  away. 
He  was  a  clever  fellow,  that  gillie,  for  while  I  had 
had  eyes  only  to  the  capture  of  the  trout,  he  had 
been  cleverly  manoeuvring  so  that  we  should  not 
disturb  the  best  bit  of  water  on  the  loch.  Back, 
therefore,  we  went  again,  and  I  was  soon  fast  in 
another,  and  again  the  Red  Palmer  was  the  suc- 
cessful fly.  No.  2  fought  nearly  as  well  as  his 
predecessor,  and  pursued  precisely  similar  tactics, 
though  he  did  not  jump  ;  he  came  to  the  top  a 
Uttle  quicker,  and  I  thought  I  had  him  beat.  I 
told  the  gillie — against  his  better  judgment — to 
make  a  dash  for  him,  but  the  trout  was  off  directly 
the  net  was  put  near  him,  and  the  line  became 
tangled  in  the  latter.  It  was  his  last  effort,  how- 
ever, and  he  came  up  again  very  quickly,  being 
played  from  the  landing-net  just  at  the  last.  He 
went  14oz.,  and  I  did  not  deserve  to  get  him. 
Leaving  this  dark  stretch  of  water  to  recover  from 
the  double  disturbance,  we  paddled  gently  towards 
where  a  little  wooded  island  floated  in  the  middle 
of  the  loch,  and  as  we  went  I  cast.  Right  in  under 
the  bushes  of  the  island  a  fish  took  my  fly,  but  this 
time  there  was  no  jump,  nothing  but  the  pull  on 
the  line  to  tell  me  his  weight.  He  fought  as  the 
other  had  done,  sullenly  and  doggedly,  boring 
away  down  into  the  depths,  and  never  running 
far  ;  it  seemed  as  if  he  was  trying  to  put  a  dead 
strain  on  the  tackle,  and  at  the  same  time  to  avoid 
running  off  the  reel.  Once,  just  before  he  was 
"  sick,"  I  caught  a  glimpse  of  him.  "  The  Palmer 
again,"  said  the  gillie,  and  so  it  was.  He  came  to 
the  net  after  about  four  minutes'  real  excitement, 
and  he  went  a  good  l^lb. 

Down  to  the  far  end  of  the  lake  we  proceeded, 
and  here  a  rather  extraordinary  incident  happened. 
"  That  cast  deserves  a  fish,"  said  the  gillie,  as  the 
fly  lit  on  the  water  ;  and  sure  enough  one  came  at 
it,  but  I  missed  him.  This  was  the  only  occasion 
upon  which  the  man  had  commented  in  any  way 
on  my  casting,  and,  naturally,  I  henceforward 
looked  upon  his  judgment  as  quite  uncanny.  In 
truth,  he  seemed  to  know  more  about  flies  and 
fish  than  any  man  I  have  yet  met.  I  tried  this 
same  fish  a  second  time,  but  he  would  have  none 
of  me,  so  we  decided  to  try  the  old  spot  again  for 
the  last  five  minutes.  Almost  at  once  I  hooked 
another  on  the  Palmer,  but  after  humouring  him 
delicately  for  nearly  two  minutes  the  fly  came  back 
to  me  without  the  fish.  The  stable  clock  was 
striking  seven,  so  we  rowed  swiftly  back  to  the 
boat-house.  With  a  much  lighter  heart  I  went  up 
to  the  house  than  that  with  which  I  had  descended 
forty-five  minutes  before.  True,  three  fish,  two 
of  1^-lb.  and  one  of  14oz.,  are  not  a  bag  to  greatly 
flatter  oneself  upon,  but  they  made  all  the  difference 
between  a  blank  day  and  a  moderately  successful 
one,  and  I  had,  so  to  speak,  "  got  back  my  losses 
over  the  last  race."  Two  of  the  trout  in  question 
had  become  so  dark  through  the  peaty  water  that 
I  remain  in  doubt  as  to  their  species  ;  one,  though 
much  discoloured,  was  evidently  a  Loch  Leven. 
The  flesh  of  all  of  them  was  a  delicate  pink.  As 
I  dressed  for  dinner  that  evening  it  occurred  to  me 
that  three  trout  in  hand  were  worth  any  amount 
of  salmon  in  a  pool,  and  that  coneequently  forty 
minutes  on  a  loch  was  better  than  a  day  on  a 
salmon  river.  But  since  that  I  have  realised  that 
both  conclusions,  though  obvious,  were  over- 
hasty  I  _^       Alan  R.  Haiq  Bbown. 
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SAMMY. 

I  AM  not  quite  sure  how  Sammy  would  describe 
himself  if  he  were  filUng  in  a  census-paper — whether 
as  farmer,  farm-labourer,  or  sportsman  of  inde- 
pendent means.  What  I  do  know  is  that  if  any  of 
us  want  to  go  fishing  in  lake  or  river,  Sammy  is 
invariably  sent  for,  and  his  agricultural  occupations, 
whatever  they  may  be,  never  seem  to  prevent  him 
from  immediately  answering  the  summons  in 
person.  Dropping  his  spade,  scythe,  or  pitch-fork, 
off  he  trudges  with  a  peculiar  limping  gait  due  to  a 
deformed  foot,  eager  for  the  fray.  As  a  rule,  he 
makes  first  for  a  pet  particular  corner  of  the  rectory 
garden.  Here,  in  the  dark  blue  clay,  are  to  be  found 
— 30  Sammy  avers — the  very  toughest,  wickedest, 
and  wiriest  black-headed  worms  in  all  Ireland.  No 
matter  what  the  quarry  in  view,  Sammy  will  never 
hear  of  starting  out  for  a  day's  fisliing  without 
a  supply  of  these.  And,  it  must  be  confessed, 
they  have  often  come  in  very  useful  when  the 
lordly  pike  has  happened  not  to  be  "in  the  humour," 
and  we  have  been  fain  to  fill  up  the  time  by  angling 
for  humbler  fish.  On  such  occasions  Sammy  will 
produce  a  good-sized  tin  of  his  favourite  "  black- 
heads "  from  one  of  the  capacious  pockets  of  his 
old  green  coat  with  an  air  of  modest  triumph,  feeling 
that  his  foresight  has  been  justified  by  the  event. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  fifty  odd  years 
of  his  life  Sammy  has  learned  much  about  the  habits 


covered  after  many  days,  and  of  tho  gorgeous 
wooden  pipe  or  other  present  which  rewarded  his 
search.  Of  hair-breadtli  'scapes  or  the  capture  of 
heavy  fish  on  gossamer  tackle  he  has  little  to  tell, 
since  he  trusts  more  to  his  knowledge  of  where  the 
fish  are  and  when  they  feed  than  to  the  fineness  of 
his  appliances.  Ask  Sammy  the  weights  of  his 
heaviest  fish,  and  he  will  mention  casually,  among 
a  string  of  others,  a  71b.  perch.  Now  Sammy  is, 
on  the  whole,  a  truthful  man,  as  fishermen  go  ; 
and  though  the  country  folk  round  about,  in  the 
absence  of  accurate  weighing-machines,  are  some- 
what given  to  exaggerate  the  weight  of  their  fish, 
Sammy  is  commendably  free  from  this  weakness. 
His  largest  pike,  for  instance,  he  puts  down  at  a 
beggarly  171b.,  and  his  biggest  tench  (of  which  he 
is  mordinately  proud)  at  little  more  than  21b. 
Moreover,  perch  of  31b.  and  upwards  are  quite 
common  in  the  big  lake,  and  Sammy  is  familiar 
with  their  appearance.  I  have  frequently  tried  to 
get  Sammy  to  knock  even  a  few  ounces  off  this 
giant  perch,  but  he  always  declines  to  abate  one  jot. 
Each  year,  when  I  go  over,  I  lure  him  on  to  the 
subject  of  his  71b.  perch  in  the  hope  that  I  may 
catch  him  tripping,  but  without  success.  Its  weight 
and  the  details  of  its  capture  never  vary.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 

Sammy  actually  did  catch  a  very  large  perch  a 

iperch  that  would  have  gladdened  the  heart  and 
lopened  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Cooper,  and  that  ought  now 


SAMMY. 


and  behaviour  of  fish,  and  possesses  considerable 
skill  in  their  capture.  And  yet  his  methods  are 
decidedly  primitive.  The  spoon  and  the  dead  gorge 
for  pike,  worms  and  the  float  for  all  other  fish, 
these  are  the  simple  tenets  of  his  angling  creed. 
Talk  to  him  of  paternoster  or  ledger,  of  Jardine, 
Bickerdyke,  or  Pennell  snaps,  and  he  will  shake  his 
head  mth  the  placid  and  tolerant  contempt  of  one 
who  has  long  since  tried  all  such  new-fangled  devices 
in  the  balance  and  found  them  wanting.  For  Sammy 
is  the  accepted  angling  authority  of  the  whole  neigh- 
bourhood, and  would  sooner  die  than  confess  his 
ignorance  of  anything  connected  with  fishing.  Yet, 
if  you  bring  out  from  your  creel  and  proceed  to  use 
any  kind  of  tackle  that  is  new  to  him,  Sammy  will 
follow  your  every  movement  with  a  furtive  but 
watchful  eye,  greedily  storing  up  knowledge  for 
some  future  occasion.  Sammy  accepts  a  tip  with 
an  air  of  stolid  indifference,  as  though  he  felt  that 
no  mere  monetary  payment  could  compensate  him 
for  the  trouble  he  has  condescended  to  take  on  your 
behalf.  But  give  him  some  new  kind  of  hook,  or 
some  bait  that  has  come  all  the  way  from  London 
and  that  cannot  yet  be  obtained  at  the  local  iron- 
monger's, and  his  dehght  knows  no  bounds.  Next 
day  you  may  be  sure  he  will  be  exhibiting  it  with 
pride  to  his  friend  (and  sometimes  enemy)  the 
gamekeeper,  and  expatiating  on  its  uses  and 
advantages. 

As  might  be  expected,  Sammy  has  some  good 
enough  fishing  stories  to  tell.  Too  many  of  them, 
however,  deal  with  some  priceless  spoon-bait  or 
other,  lost  under  peculiar  circumstances  and  re- 


if  it  had  its  rights  to  grace  the  walls  of  the  Natura 
History  Museum. 

Sammy  is,  in  his  way,  an  accomplished  oarsman, 
though  his  style  might  not  win  praise  at  Cam- 
bridge or  Harvard.  When  trailing  for  pike  on  the 
big  lake  he  will  row  you  from  morn  till  eve  without 
a  rest,  always  at  just  the  right  pace  to  keep  the  bait 
off  the  bottom,  threading  his  way  in  and  out  among 
the  weed-beds  and  negotiating  the  curves  by  a 
sort  of  instinct  in  such  a  way  as  to  flick  the  end  of 
the  long  line  into  recesses  where  he  knows  the  big 
fish  ought  to  lie.  So  long  as  you  keep  catching  fish 
Sammy  will  never  tire,  no  matter  how  heavy  the 
rain  or  cold  the  wind.  He  will  continue  to  row  on, 
wet  to  the  skin  and  chilled  to  the  bone,  provided 
the  pike  are  on  the  feed. 

And  yet,  strange  to  say,  Sammy  is  looked  upon 
as  the  champion  lazy  man  in  a  neighbourhood  where 
lazy  men  are  anything  but  scarce.  He  lives  with 
an  elder  brother  of  his,  a  decent,  hard-working 
man,  whose  earnings  form  the  mainstay  of  the 
household.  Both  of  the  brothers  are  old  bachelors, 
and  share  a  tiny  house  between  them. 

Sammy  is  up  with  the  lark  in  the  morning,  wakes 
his  brother,  and  starts  him  off  to  work,  has  his 
breakfast,  feeds  his  numerous  cage -birds  and  his 
one  dog,  and  then— if  the  weather  be  uninviting  or 
the  fish  are  not  on  the  feed — back  he  goes  to  bed 
again  !  Some  time  ago,  however — if  the  local 
gossips  are  to  be  beheved — Sammy's  brother  re- 
belled. He  declared  that  unless  Sammy  went  out 
to  work  and  did  his  fair  share  neither  would  he, 
and  that  if  Sammy  persisted  in  lying  in  bed  o' 


mornings  he  intended  to  follow  his  example. 
Accordingly,  the  next  morning,  when  tho  time  cama 
to  get  up,  neither  of  tho  brothers  stirred.  The  birds 
twittered  unfed,  and  the  dog  whined  in  vain  for  his 
breakfast.  No  doubt,  Sammy  felt  that  a  sacred 
principle — the  right  to  live  his  life  as  ho  pleased — 
was  at  stake,  and  he  nerved  himself  for  the  struggle 
of  wills.  Precisely  what  happened  during  the  next 
two  days  no  one  will  ever  know,  but  just  as  tho 
neighbours  were  beginning  to  feel  a  little  anxious, 
Sammy's  brother  reappeared  as  usual  at  his  work 
— alone.    Sammy  had  won  his  Waterloo  ! 

This  is  the  tale  as  it  was  told  to  me,  and  I  cannot 
say  what  truth  there  may  be  in  it.  Personally,  I 
find  it  difficult  to  regard  Sammy  as  a  lazy  man. 
He  certainly  does  not  patiently  endure  laziness  in 
others.  I  remember  once  when  we  had  taken  the 
boat  across  country  to  a  lough  famous  for  its 
monster  pike.  It  was  at  the  end  of  a  long  day's 
journey,  during  which  Sammy  had  certainly  borne 
himself  hke  a  Trojan,  and  he  was  helping  the  others 
to  get  the  boat  back  on  to  the  cart  that  had  brought 
it.  Having  but  newly  recovered  from  a  long  illness, 
and  being  strictly  ordered  to  avoid  all  violent 
exertion,  I  was  standing  at  the  horse's  head  with 
my  hand  on  the  reins,  whm  Sammy  thus  severely 
admonished  me,  "  Faith,  your  honour,  and  I  can 
see  it's  yourself  that  likes  an  easy  job  !  " 

L.  CRO.S.SLK. 


CHEAP  SEA  PISHING. 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  unfortunately,  that 
there  are  some  to  whom  it  is  not  given  to  take  a  joy 
in  the  catching  of  fish— persons  to  whom  the  shriek 
of  the  sea-gull  and  the  whisper  of  the  wavelets  tell 
no  tale,  and  whom  the  roar  of  the  combers  leaves 
unmoved. 

There  is  a  most  mistaken  notion  abroad  that  the 
sea  angler  is  a  self-centred  misanthropic  individual 
whopHes  his  hobby  in  the  chilly  months  of  the  year— 
a  person  who  flees  his  fellow-man,  taking  his  holiday 
only  when  the  hohday  herd  have  left  the  seaside 
for  the  workaday  world  once  more,  and,  making  a 
virtue  of  necessity,  adopts  sea  fishing  because  there 
is  in  point  of  fact  naught  else  to  do.  He  is  thought 
of  with  amusement— nay,  with  pity— and  the  foot- 
baU  enthusiast,  glowing  with  the  warmth  engen- 
dered by  an  hour  and  a  half  to  two  hours'  bhssk 
watching  the  doings  of  the  'Spurs  or  the  Reds, 
doubtless  hears  with  contempt  of  his  fishing 
friend's  all-night  vigils  with  the  congers,  -r 

True,  there  are  fish  to  be  caught  in  October, 
November,  December,  and  January,  and  equally 
true  both  days  and  nights  are  frequently  cold,  but— 
it  is  a  big  "  but  " — colds  and  rheumatism  do  not 
result  from  sea-spray,  and  a-,  for  excitement,  let 
a  novice  once  try  the  effect  of  a  big  fish  on  a  fine 
fine,  and  it  is  more  than  possible  that  he  will  come 
again.  The  fish,  however,  are  more  considerate 
than  the  non-angler  is  aware,  and  crowd  around 
the  coast  anxious,  apparently,  to  provide  sport  in 
the  summer  months  of  the  year.  Some  fish— bass, 
for  example — even  make  a  speciality  of  summer 
months,  and  refuse  to  be  caught  later  than  the  end 
of  September,  and  who  shall  say  there  is  not  plea- 
sure and  sport  of  the  very  highest  order  in  bass 
fishing?— hew,  before  the  turn  of  the  tide,  from  a 
boat  or  from  a  pier— nay,  even  from  the  beach 
itself — equipped  with  an  ordinary  but  lightest  pike 
rod  with  pike  float  and  a  fine  line,  fine  gut,  and 
moderate-sized  hook,  bass  may  be  caught  at  such 
convenient  places  for  the  London  hofiday-maker  as 
Brighton,  Hastings,  Eastbourne,  Seaford,  Bognor, 
Littlehampton  and  Newhaven.  What  a  fish  it  is  !—' 
what  a  brave  fighter  !  Wh-r-r-r  goes  the  wheel 
and  out  goes  70  yards  of  line  ;  check,  ^vind,  and 
wh-r-r-r  again,  this  time  only  40  or  50  yards  ;  wdnd 
again,  and  wh-r-r-r  again,  every  inch  disputed  by 
the  fish,  and  then  the  triumph  of  the  angler  as  he 
lands  the  silvery  gentleman,  who,  unless  his  back 
fin  be  erected,  may  well  be  mistaken  for  his  distin- 
guished confrere,  the  lordly  salmon. 

But  sea  fisliing  is  so  expensive,  says  the  doubter. 
Never  was  a  greater  mistake  made  !  Sea  fishing  is 
the  cheapest  holiday  hobby,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  sleeping  or  castfe-building.  Few  seaside 
resorts  fail  to  contain  a  tackle -shop,  where  rods, 
and  efficient  rods,  too,  can  be  bought  for  4s.  or 
5s.,  reels  from  2s.  6d.,  and  Imes  from  Is.  3d.  for 
50  yards.  Hooks  (and  these  remarks  as  to  tackle 
apply  to  bottom  fisliing  only)  for  whiting,  codling, 
dabs,  flounders,  pout,  eels,  etc.,  may  be  had  from 
three  a  penny.    What  can  be  cheaper  ?    Half  a, 
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sovereign  judiciously  laid  out,  and  care  exercised, 
may  last  out  two  or  more  summer  holidays.  Bass 
and  mullet,  conger  and  the  big  skate  we  read  of 
nowadajrs  certainly  require  special  tackle,  though 
shoal  bass  may  be  occasionally  caught  on  light 
tackle,  but  two  score  of  whiting,  a  codling  or  two, 
an  eel,  perchance,  with  a  few  dabs  thrown  in,  is 
enough  surely,  and  by  no  means  an  unusual 
catch,  to  satisfy  a  beginner  at  Yarmouth  or  Hastings. 
In  the  sunny  air  all  day,  drinking  in  health  at  every 
pore,  watcliing  the  ships  passing,  or  the  sea-gull 
whirling  around  catching  the  by  no  means  bashful 
lish — this  it  is  to  have  sea-fishing  as  a  hobby.  One 
word  as  to  baits.  They  are  not  always  cheap,  but 
mussels,  the  inside  of  crabs,  little  fish  begged 
by  the  paddling  children  from  the  men  with  the 
draw-nets,  an  occasional  herring  or  mackerel  cut 
into  strips,  and  even  the  juicy  bloater,  are  within 
the  reach  of  all,  and  are  equally  as  good  as  the  more 
expensive  lug  and  ragworm,  cuttle-fish,  and  prawn. 

Finally,  as  a  sportsman,  give  the  fish  a  sporting 
chance — it  is  far  better  fun  ;  so  let  your  tackle  be 
fine.  B.  M.  Oakeshott. 


"THE  BUNTER  TEUST." 

[Referring  to  three  anglers  very  well  known  on 
Brighton  West  Pier,  who  have  been  taking  large 
numbers  of  pollack  lately  with  live  "  hunters,"  or 
estuary  prawns.] 

There  were  three  gallant  fishermen. 
Sing  ho  !  for  Brighton  pier  ! 
'    And  their  prowess  with  the  pollack 
I       Is  proclaimed  from  far  and  near  ! 

The  first  was  Bunter  Number  One, 

The  second  Number  Two  ; 
The  third  was  Bunter  Number  Three, 

It's  very  odd,  but  true  ! 

Bunter  the  first  he  made  a  rest 

For  one  of  his  rods  to  lie  on, 
A  mighty  thing  of  screws  and  bolts. 

And  wood  and  string  and  iron. 

'Twas  much  admired  by  Bunter  Two, 

And  likewise  Bunter  Three, 
Until  at  last  (Poor  Number  One  !) 

His  rod  fell  in  the  sea. 

"  Now  that  he's  gone,"  said  Number  Two, 

"  I  must  be  up  and  doing. 
And  catch  the  pollack  left  behind. 

E'en  sleep  and  food  eschewing." 

And  so  he  sat  out  winter  nights, 

And  fished  the  livelong  day. 
And  captured  several  tons  of  fish. 

All  pollack  (so  they  say). 

But  Number  Three  would  not  be  beat, 
So  stole  down  at  dawn  on  Sunday, 

And  in  an  hour  he  caught  as  much 
As  Two  and  Three  had  in  one  day. 

This  is  the  yarn  of  the  Bunter  Trust, 

The  pollackers  of  Brighton, 
And  each  was  an  angler  good  and  true. 

In  fact  each  was  a  "  right  'un." 

"THE  BUNTER."* 

You  may  talk  of  your  ragworm,  a  herring  or  sprat, 
Or  mussel  beloved  by  the  pout. 
But  the  hunter's  the  boy  ! 
The  hunter's  the  bait. 
Whenever  there's  pollack  about. 

He's  sleek  and  he's  shiny,  and  frisky  and  trim, 
Of  his  elegance  there  is  no  doubt. 
Yes  !  the  hunter's  the  boy  ! 
The  hunter's  the  bait. 
Whenever  there's  pollack  about. 

You  put  in  the  hook  near  the  end  of  his  tail. 
Once  in,  with  the  point  sticking  out. 
Then  the  hunter's  the  boy  ! 
The  hunter's  the  bait, 
Whenever  there's  pollack  about. 

Your  basket  you'll  fill  in  a  couple  of  shakes, 
And  have  a  most  jolly  day  out. 
For  the  hunter's  the  boy  ! 
The  hunter's  the  bait. 
Whenever  there's  pollack  about. 

— R.  Wabeen  Vernon. 


•  A  "  bunter  "  is  a  species  of  small  prawn  used 
\?ith  great  success  recently  on  Brighton  West  Pier. 


THE  FOOL  AND  THE  FLY. 

I  BY  chance  was  reading,  a  night  or  two  ago,  one 
of  those  charming  little  pocket  volumes  of  "  The 
World's  Classics,"  published  by  Mr.  Henry  Frowde. 
The  volume  was  Leigh  Hunt's  "  Essays  and 
Sketches."  The  essay  to  which  I  would  ask  your 
readers'  attention  for  a  moment  is  the  one  on 
"  Izaak  Walton."  I  was  delighted  to  find  in  the 
opening  paragraph  this  sentence : — 

"  The  anglers  are  a  race  of  men  who  puzzle  us. 
We  do  not  mean  for  their  patience,  which  is 
laudable  ;  nor  for  the  infinite  non-success  of  some 
of  them,  which  is  desirable.    Neither  do  we  agree 
with  the  good  joke  attributed  to  Swift,  that 
angling  is  always  to  be  considered  as  a  stick  and  a 
string,  vnth  a  fly  at  one  end,  a  fool  at  the  other."* 
I  never  saw  this  libel  on  anglers  attributed  to 
Swift  before,  but  that  is  because  I  had  never  before 
read  Leigh  Hunt's  essay.    I  am  glad  to  find  it  is 
so  attributed,  rather  than  to  Doctor  Samuel  Johnson, 
who  has  hitherto,  in  the  minds  of  many  wi-iters  and 
readers,  borne  the  stigma  of  it.    It  has  been  proved 
before  in  the  Fishi-ng  Gazette  that  Dr.  Johnson 
could  not  have  been  the  author  of  it,  because  he 
was  a  friend  to  all  anglers,  and  a  special  admirer  of 
good  old  Izaak  Walton.    The  sting  of  the  joke  is 
quite  in  the  Swift  vein  ;  so,  in  future,  I  hope  all 
anglers  will  shift  the  joke  to  his  shoulders. 

The  rest  of  Hunt's  essay  is  not  flattering  to 
Izaak  Walton  or  to  anglers  in  general.  This  is  the 
way  he  speaks  of  Walton  : — 

"  A  friend  of  ours,  who  is  an  admirer  of  Walton, 
was  struck,  just  as  we  were,  with  the  likeness  of 
the  old  angler's  face  to  a  fish.  It  is  hard,  angular, 
and  of  no  expression.  It  seems  to  have  been 
'  subdued  to  what  it  worked  in,'  to  have  become 
native  to  the  watery  element.  One  might  have 
said  of  Walton,  '  O  flesh,  how  art  thou  fishified  ! ' 
He  looks  like  a  pike  dressed  in  broadcloth  instead 
of  butter." 

I  remember  Leigh  Hunt  very  well :  his  slender, 
upright  figure  and  long  white  hair  made  him 
conspicuous  and  notable  a?  he  strolled  along  Fleet- 
street  ;  in  his  writings  he  has  left  behind  him 
much  that  it  is  delightful  to  read  both  in  prose 
and  verse.  He  has  been  dead  now  nearly  fifty 
years,  and  of  the  dead  nothing  but  good  should 
be  said,  but  one  might  have  asked  him,  or  his 
ghost,  if  one  met  it  in  Fleet-street,  how  it  has  hap- 
pened that  this  old  Izaak  Walton,  whom  he  despised, 
who  was  born  more  than  300  years  ago,  still  fives 
in  the  hearts  of  all  good  people,  more  honoured  and 
more  valued  as  time  goes  on,  whilst  Leigh  Hunt 
is  already  almost  forgotten,  or  only  remembered 
in  the  narrow  circles  of  dilettante  Mterature. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


WITH  THE  DRY-FLY 
OCTOBER. 


IN 


For  years  it  had  been  my  great  ambition  to  watch 
the  methods  of  a  reputed  dry-fly  fisher,  and  it 
was  not  until  one  day  about  the  middle  of  October 
— in  fact,  it  was  almost  close  time — that  I  succeeded 
in  having  my  wish  gratified.  The  day  in  question 
was  an  ideal  day  for  fly-fishing.  To  begin  with, 
the  weather  was  mild,  and  my  friend,  from  whom 
I  was  to  take  a  lesson,  had  high  hopes  of  getting 
a  trout  or  two.  We  set  off  about  9  a.m.  at  a  brisk 
pace,  and  in  less  than  an  hour  reached  our  destina- 
tion, the  River  Tweed.  We  could  see  the  water 
was  in  good  order,  and  trout  were  moving,  so  my 
friend  lost  no  time  in  getting  ready.  A  small  spider 
was  to  be  tried  first,  and  a  blae,  not  unhke  a  Green- 
well,  was  put  in  *^he  cap  for  use  later  on  in  the  day. 
A  start  was  made  about  10.15  a.m.  Several  trout 
were  rising  well  out  in  the  pool,  and  one  was  obliged 
to  wade  in  order  to  reach  them,  but  my  friend  was 
not  to  be  tempted  in  the  meantime.  Evidently  he 
preferred  to  try  his  luck  in  the  water  which  would 
be  spoilt  later  by  wading.  Watching  the  proceed- 
ings closely  from  my  comfortable  position  on  the 
hillside,  I  could  see  my  friend  was  no  novice  at 
the  art.  Gut  of  the  finest  quality  was  used,  and 
there  was  no  clumsiness,  so  well  did  he  cast.  He 
threw  a  very  long  fine,  which  seemed  to  go  straight 


*  The  honour  of  the  authorship  of  this  bad  joke 
may  now  be  divided  between  the  celebrated  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick  and  a  Frenchman,  who  made  a 
similar  joke  many  yeara  before  jQhnson'a  time. 


up  into  space,  flip  out,  and  allow  the  fly  to  land 
on  the  water  with  every  lifelike  appearance. 

Casting  of  tliis  description  lasted  for  a  few 
minutes  ;  then  I  saw  the  line  become  taut  and  the 
rod  bend.  Something  was  "  on,"  I  could  see  that. 
The  line  was  being  wound  up,  and  with  my  eyes 
fixed  on  the  fish,  I  followed  to  where  my  friend 
let  down  the  landing-net.  "  He'll  dae  for  a  start !  " 
exclaimed  my  dry-fly  enthusiast,  as  he  cast  out 
line  with  his  right  hand  and  transferred  a  plump 
trout  of  fully  |lb.  to  the  creel  with  his  left.  After 
fishing  the  rest  of  the  pool  from  the  bank  without 
any  further  success,  my  friend  made  his  way  into 
mid-stream,  where  operations  started  in  gay 
fashion,  the  first  cast  yielding  a  nice  herring- 
sized  fish,  which  was  wliisked  into  the  landing- 
net,  and  thence  to  the  creel  without  a  moment's 
delay.  With  my  field-glasses  I  saw  a  good  trout 
rising  below  some  bushes  at  the  far  side  of  the 
river,  and  my  friend  had  evidently  seen  him  also, 
for  more  line  was  being  let  out. 

Then  the  fly  was  "  whipped "  twice,  and  a 
second  later  it  was  sailing  down  towards  the  flsh. 
There  was  a  dimple  on  the  water,  as  if  someone 
had  thrown  in  a  small  pebble,  a  lightening  of  the 
line,  and  something  yellow  jumped  clear  of  the 
bushes.  Undoubtedly  a  good  trout  had  been 
hooked,  and  the  wielder  of  the  rod  did  not  seem  to 
be  inclined  to  hurry  matters,  most  probably  because 
of  the  fineness  of  his  tackle.  The  end  soon  came, 
however.  The  rod  was  brought  slowly  round  to 
the  left,  and  when  the  fish  was  within  reach  the 
handy  instrument  was  brought  forth,  dipped  into 
the  water,  and  almost  immediately  a  splendid 
trout,  which  afterwards  proved  to  scale  IJlb.,  was 
visible  wriggling  in  the  meshes.  "  Well  done  !  " 
I  cried  ;  but  my  friend  did  not  make  any  comment 
upon  his  capture.  He  only  smiled,  and  walked  into 
the  pool  again.  I  could  see  there  was  to  be  no 
waste  of  time  on  his  part.  As  for  me.  I  partook 
of  something  to  eat,  and  then  read  my  magazine. 
The  next  time  I  took  up  my  field-glasses,  I  per- 
ceived my  fishing  companion  was  about  two  hundred 
yards  further  up  the  river,  and  not  wishing  to  miss 
anything,  I  shifted  camp  and  followed  him.  "  Got 
any  more  ?  "  I  cried,  but  all  I  heard  in  reply  was  the 
much-used  anglers'  expression,  "  Desh  it !  "  and 
then  he  came  towards  me.  "  Got  broken  ! "  he 
exclaimed,  in  a  casual  way.  "  Hard  luck  !  "  I 
chimed  in,  as  he  took  out  a  tattered  hook-book 
from  his  pocket.  "  I'll  hae  tae  tie  a  ane  up,  as  a 
hanna  another  ane  left,"  and,  without  saying  more, 
brought  forth  a  light  feather,  some  waxed  silk, 
and  a  hare's  ear.  "  A've  tied  up  flees  for  ahane 
thirty  years,"  he  murmured,  and  in  a  minute  or 
tVo  held  up  a  neatly-made  fly  for  my  inspection. 

"  Won't  you  have  some  lunch  now,"  I  asked. 
"  No,  the  noo,"  he  replied,  and  went  up  to  fish  the 
next  pool. 

Nothing  would  touch  the  newly-made  fly,  how- 
ever, so  it  was  detached,  and  a  Greenwell  given  a 
trial.  The  change  wrought  a  wonderful  effect. 
Two  good  trout  were  hooked  and  landed  in  quick 
succession,  and,  after  a  short  interval,  three  more 
fell  to  that  far-famed  fly.  Then  a  lull  took  place, 
and  my  friend  at  last  came  out  for  a  "  bite."  Ten 
minutes  sufficed  for  his  luncheon,  and  he  was  off 
again.  Three  trout,  averaging  half  a  pound  each, 
succumbed  ftom  the  "  tail  "  of  a  pool  further  up 
the  river,  and  almost  immediately  after  the  landing 
of  the  third  I  heard  a  "  screeching  "  of  a  reel. 

On  looking,  I  saw  the  rod  top  being  pulled  about 
considerably,  and  a  long  line  was  out.  I  lost  no 
time  in  rushing  down  to  the  water's  edge,  where  I 
was  informed  that  a  sea-trout  had  been  hooked. 
Such  proved  to  be  the  case,  for  after  about  fifteen 
minutes'  exciting  play  a  fresh-run  sea-trout  became 
stranded  on  the  shallows,  and  so  excited  did  I 
become  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  rushing  into 
the  water  to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  a  pretty 
bluish  fish  of  about  41b.  weight. 

By  this  time  the  autumn  afternoon  was  fast 
drawing  to  a  close,  and  I  intimated  to  my  friend 
that  it  would  be  about  time  to  be  moving.  "  Just 
one  more  cast,"  he  rephed,  and  I  scrambled  up  the 
hillside  to  pack  up  the  luncheon  things.  In  about 
half  an  hour  my  friend  was  back,  having  caught 
two  more  trout  and  a  grayling.  I  helped  him  to 
pull  off  his  waders,  and  then  took  a  look  into  the 
well -filled  basket,  which  would  contain  about 
12lb.  of  fish,  including  the  sea-trout.  By  5.30  p.m. 
we  were  on  our  way  home,  and  as  we  walked  I 
constantly  looked  back  to  the  places  that  had 
yielded  so  much  enjoyable  sport.  The  beauties  of 
Nature  were  unfolded,  and  everything  looked  so 
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magnificent  in  that  autumn  evening  that  I  would 
fain  have  turned  back,  but  we  continued  walking 
in  silence,  and  the  river  was  soon  lost  to  view 
"  Do  you  often  get  a  basket  like  you  have  got 
to-day?  "  I  inquired  of  my  friend.  '"'  Sometimes," 
was  the  reply  ;  and  a  minute  later  came  the  words, 
"  I  can  generally  manage  my  six  or  seven  pounds 
of  trout."  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  him,  and 
I  thought  to  myself  as  we  parted  that  evening,  are 
there  many  Tweed  anglers  who  will  average  that  ? 

W.  SoRLEY  Beown^. 


the  hooks  are  mounted  short,  offer  any  advantage 
whatsoever  to  compensate  for  their  complicated 
nature  and  repulsive  appearance.  Let  us  take  the 
ordinary  sea  paternoster,  which  always,  it  is  alleged, 
has  a  direct  strike,  and  see  how  it  is  operated. 
Admitting  the  paternoster  to  permit  what  is  called 
a  "  direct  strike,"  the  writer  submits  that  unless 
the  fish  gorges  the  bait  and  hooks  itself,  the  lead 
—which  may  weigh  anything  up  to  41b. — must  be  \ 


stopped  at  the  lower  end  so  that  it  will  revolve 
freely. 

The  above  form  of  lead  will,  like  a  mashroom 
anchor,  liold  the  bottom  better  than  any  other 
design  of  sinkers,  because  it  not  only  clings  by 
suction  but  offers  very  b'ttle  resLstance  to  flow- 
ing^ water.  Tlio  rest  of  the  tackle,  apart  from 
the  line,  is  made  up  of  single  or  t\mted  gut,  as 
the  case  may  be,  in  the  following  manner :  — 


ON   SEA  FISHING, 


As  a  fresh-water  angler  of  some  experience  and 
no  little  enthusiasm,  I  have,  up  to  a  year  or  two 
ago,  held  devotees  to  sea  fishing  in  more  or  less 
contempt.  Their  methods  appeared  to  me  to  be 
unsportsmanlike,  and  not  only  unsportsmanlike, 
but,  as  a  rule,  unproductive  ;  'their  only  hope  to 
lie  in  the  chance  of  a  fish  hooking  itself,  and  their 
only  reliance  to  be  upon  the  strength  of  their 
tackle.  I  have  often  wondered  why  they  did  not 
carry  a  small  steam  winch  to  wind  up  the  ponderous 
-paraphernaha  of  brass  and  gimp,  of  twisted  gut 
and  leaden  anchors  they  put  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  sea,  and  have  marvelled  exceedingly  at  the 
voracity  and  foolishness  of  sea  fish  ;  though  the 
smallness  of  the  average  catch  has  helped  to  preserve 
my  respect  for  my  own  opinion. 

But  while  my  ideas  have,  by  reason  of  subse- 
quent experiment,  undergone  some  degree  of 
modification,  I  still  fail  to  see  why  aU  this  machinery 
of  booms  and  swivels,  and  so  forth,  should  be 
lowered  for  the  decoration  of  the  ocean  bed.  Heavy 
leads  or  sinkers  are,  of  course,  a  necessity,  and 
must  vary  in  weight  with  the  volume  of  water 
and  the  speed  at  which  it  is  moving  ;  and,  equally, 
of  course,  twisted  gut  or  gimp  or  wire  traces  must 
be  used  to  resist  attrition  and  the  dead  weight  to 
he  struck  against.  But  in  the  latter  argument  for 
the  use  of  the  apparatus  in  question  liave  we  not 
hit  upon  a  grave  defect  of  method  ? 

Let  us,  for  a  moment,  compare,  so  far  as  we  can 
reasonably  do  so,  the  respective  practices  of  fresh 
and  salt  water  anglers.  If  wo  are  trying  for  barbel 
— ^which,  after  all,  is  a  species  of  cod — and  expect 
to  get  anything  up  to  101b.  or  121b.,  we  use  what 
is— with  the  exception  of  the  hook— to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  roach  tackle.  If  fishing  for  large 
carp  the  same  rule  apphes  ;  but  at  Deal,  for  example, 
where  a  cod  of  over  101b.  is  rare,  the  angler  provides 
himself  with  tackle  formidable  enough  to  frighten 
a  buUock,  and  strong  enough  to  ha\il  in  a  501b. 
sturgeon  by  the  tail.    Why  is  it  ? 

We  have  attrition  and  the  weight  of  the  lead  to 
plead  for  the  proportions  of  the  line  and  trace, 
and  the  swirl  of  the  tide  for  the  booms  and 
swivels,  etc.  But,  if  we  examine  these  pleadings 
closely,  we  shaU,  the  writer  ventures  to  think,  find 
very  httle  in  them.  As  an  example  of  his  meaning 
we  will  consider  bottom  fishing  for  cod  and  flatfish 
from  a  boat. 

Employment  of  a  lead  sufficiently  heavy  to  hold 
the  bottom  is  imperative.    That  is  quite  clear.  The 


c 
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Fig.  L 

main  tbing  to  avoid  is  to  strike,  against  the  dead  \ 
weight.  Once  we  can  avoid  that  we  can  dispense  ! 
with  clumsy  lines  and  traces,  and  improve  our  ! 
tackle  considerably.  As  for  booms,  which  are  ' 
usually  4in.  to  Sin.  in  length,  they  do  not,  unless 


lifted  before  the  fish  can  be  struck.  Whiting  feed 
upward,  and,  therefore,  a  bite  could  not  b3  felt 
until  the  hmit  of  the  gut  length  of  the  hook  had 
been  passed.  Cod  feed  downward,  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  if  a  cod  took  the  bottom  bait— which  it 
would  be  almost  certain  to  do— the  lead  would 
have  to  be  lifted  appreciably  before  it  could  be 
struck.  Add  a  hook  below  the  lead,  forming  a  sort 
of  ledger,  and  we  have  an  aggravation  of  the 
difficulty,  inasmuch  as  the  lead  must  be  lifted  a 
greater  distance.    For  instance  :  — 


The  aiTow  shows  the  direction  of  the  tide.    Fish,  ' 
generally  speaking,  feed  against  the  tide,  and  a 

cod   would    therefore — according'  to   the   above  |  _ 

diagram— have  to  take  the  hook  a  eighteen  or  [  P^ms  the  actual  weight  of  the  lead  in  water.  There 

more  inches  against  the  tide  before  giving  any  1  can  be  no  sudden  jerk  to  snap  the  trace  or  line. 


The  part  of  the  trace  marked  A  is  passed  through 
the  ring  A  of  the  lead  (Fig.  4),  and  attached  to  the 
line.  In  the  process  of  lowering,  the  cork  C  and  the 
ring  A  are  close  together,  but  when  the  lead  is  at 
rest  on  the  bottom  the  action  of  the  tide  carries 
the  cork  C  in  the  direction  of  the  arrow  until  it  is 
stopped  at  the  ring  A  by  cork  D — small  pilot 
floats  properly  plugged  will  answer  the  purpose 
admirably. 

The  strike — minus  weight — which  may  be  18in. 
or  18ft.,  at  wiU,  is  regulated  by  the  distance  between 
C  and  D,  and  what  happens  is  this : — A  bite  is  in- 
stantly perceptible,  and  the  angler  can  strike  his  fish 
without  being  in  any  way  interfered  with  by  the  lead. 
Only  when  the  fish  is  hooked  does  the  lead  come  into 
play  at  all,  and  then  it  is  only  a  matter  of  lifting 
the  fish  plus  lead  inboard,  or  within  reach  of  net 
or  gaff. 

Reserving  the  question  of  attrition — and  this  may 
be  met  by  spending  a  little  more  on  stout  single 
gut  traces  and  similarly  moimted  hooks — it  appears 
to  the  writer  that  the  tackle  need  only  be  called 
upon  to  bear  the  strain  of  a  fish  of  a  given  weight 


indication  of  its  bite,  and  then  the  lead  would  have 
to  be  lifted,  and  the  fish  probably  frightened  away. 
The  cod  might,  of  course,  "  back  water "  and 
register  its  bite  immediately,  but,  unfortunately, 
it  does  not  always  do  this,  and  even  if  it  did  it 
could  not  be  struck  until  the  lead  had  left  the 
bottom.  In  any  case,  the  strike  would  be  against  a 
dead  weight. 

The  writer  submits  that  the  ideal  condition  to  be 
obtained  is  analogous  to  that  of  ledgering  for  chub 
in  a  rapid  stream  with  a  small  cork  instead  of  a 
shot  in  front  of  the  buUet.  In  other  words,  what 
we  have  to  do  is  to  get  rid  of  the  dead  weight,  and 
at  the  same  time  hold  the  bottom. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  several  ways  of  doing  this, 
and  objection  may  be  taken  to  the  following 
solution  of  the  problem,  which  is  designed  for  bottom 
fishing  from  a  boat.  It  does  not  altogether  eliminate 
the  swivel,  but  dispenses  with  booms,  and,  it  is 
claimed,  effectually  gets  rid  of  the  dead  weight 
and  renders  the  use  of  much  finer  tackle  possible. 

The  first  and  most  important  thing  is  the  lead, 
which  should  be  mushroom-shaped,  thus— 


and  with  the  practical  disappearance  of  the  dead 
weight,  angling  in  salt  water  may,  after  all,  offer 
possibilities  as  an  art.  Abe. 


THAT  BUSTER. 


Section  of  lead. 
Fig.  3. 


and  may  be  of  any  desired  weight.  Through  the 
centre  a  hole  should  be  drilled,  and  a  piece  of 


lead  when  fitted. 
Fig.  4. 


stout  brass  wire— about  3-32in.— with  a  carefuUy- 
bumished  top  ring  J-in.  in  diameter,  inserted,  and  1 


"  A  beg'lab  buster,  he  be,  sir,  an'  I'd  like  to 
see  ye  catch  'n,  but  he  be  that  artful,  a  reg'lar  play- 
actor, sure  enough." 

"  Has  he  been  often  hooked  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Well,  Cap'n  Johnson,  he  held  him  most  ten 
minnits  in  or  about  last  April,  an'  Mister  Edmonds 
had  him  on  twice  this  year,  but  he  on'y  laughed 
at  'en.  'Twas  them  little  flies  they  had,  and  he 
giv'  a  sort  of  waUop  of  his  tail,  as  much  as  to  say 
'  good-bye,'  and  off  he  goes." 

This  satisfactory  communication  took  place  last 
August  in  a  Devonshire  orchard,  where  the  low 
trees  were  literally  bending  with  rosy-cheeked 
apples  on  which  I  was  regaUng  myself  while  holding 
converse  with  the  miUer's  man,  Mathew.  The 
stream  I  had  come  to  fish  was  a  tributary  of  one 
of  the  large  rivers — ^I  don't  want  to  locate  it,  as  I 
am  selfishly  inclined,  and  mean  to  go  there  again 
next  season.  I  had  found  most  comfortable 
quarters  in  the  miller's  pretty  house,  which  was 
ablaze  with  roses  and  honeysuckles,  and  the  home- 
baked  bread,  delicious  butter,  eggs,  and  cream  were 
fit  for  the  gods.  Now,  in  displaying  my  first  day's 
take,  sixteen  very  tidy  trout,  to  the  aforesaid 
Mathew,  I  was  learning  to  disparage  the  same, 
although  one  of  them  was  a  good  14oz. 

"  My  young  son,  Peter,  bids  to  be  a  angler," 
continued  Mathew,  "  but  he  have  on'y  a  string 
line,  yet  he  catches  a  few  now  and  again  when  the 
water's  a  bit  coloured,  an'  he'd  be  on'y  too  proud 
to  go  with  ye,  sir,  to-morrow  bein'  Saturday.'"  We 
now  went  to  view  the  abode  of  the  "  buster,"  and 
in  a  field  above  the  orchard  the  spot  was  pointed 
out.  Here  the  brook,  after  straggling  along  in  a 
succession  of  shallows,  suddenly  deepened  into  a 
thickish  gut,  widening  below  into  a  long  deep  flat. 
The  bank  was  low  and  rushy,  and  only  one  tree 
projected  over  the  water,  forming,  however,  a 
barrier  if  a  fish  elected  to  run  above  or  below  it. 
One  branch  drooped  rather  low,  and  exactly  under 
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this  branch  wa?  the  haunt  of  the  monster.  It  was 
seven  o'clock,  and  Mathew  had  been  sent  to 
announce  dinner.  Hang  dinner — he  had  brought 
more  important  news.  A  few  duns  were  floating 
down,  but  passed  unnoticed,  and  I  was  beginning 
to  entertain  the  usual  doubts,  when  a  yell  from 
Mathew,  and  "  Look  at  'n  now,  there  he  be ! " 
rudely  dispelled  them.  What  a  rise  it  was !  Right 
under  the  old  bough,  about  the  centre,  a  swirling 
break  of  the  water  that  might  have  been  made  by 
a  salmon.  I  did  not  see  a  fin,  but  that  commotion 
wa?  explicit  enough.  I  had  been  fishing  wet  flies, 
and  for  the  next  half  hour  I  offered  a  selection, 
but  could  not  stir  him.  Over  a  pint  or  two  of  real 
cider,  the  unfaked  apple  juice,  and  several  pipes  I 
made  my  plans  for  the  morrow,  and  dreamt  of 
stratagems  and  spoils  between  my  lavender-scented 
sheets.  Next  morning  the  wily  Peter  was  in 
attendance,  and  choosing  a  medium  pink  Wick- 
ham,  fished  dry,  I  cautiously  began  some  yards 
below  the  tree,  working  cannily  up,  but  nothing 
happened.  I  tried  a  tiny  Olive,  a  Red  Quill,  a 
Half  Stone,  but  they  were  all  contemptuously  dis- 
regarded. Then  Peter  suggested  waiting  till 
evening,  so  we  worked  up  a  mile  or  so,  getting 
eighteen  nice  trout,  from  4oz.  to  13oz.  At  7.30  p.m. 
I  mounted  a  good-sized  Coachman  and  went  for 
him  again.  My  third  cast  sent  it  like  a  snowflake 
right  under  the  bough,  and  it  had  barely  cocked 
when  I  experienced  an  electric  shock.  There  came 
a  mighty  bulge  in  the  water,  and  the  grateful  feel 
of  a  very  heavy  fish  on.  Sure  enough  I  was  in 
him — the  "  butter."  But  I  was  immediately  below 
the  tree,  and  the  water  seemed  extra  deep.  I  never 
knew  a  fish  make  such  a  race — deuce  take  him! — 
and  before  I  could  say  "  check "  I  was  mated. 
He  had  ru5hei  under  some  blackberry  brambles 
hanging  into  the  stream  twenty  yards  up  on  the 
far  side,  and  but  three  strands  of  my  2x  collar 
returned  from  thence  to  remind  me  of  human 
limitations.  Next  day,  Sunday,  I  piously  abstained 
from  fishing,  and  my  only  reward  was  seeing  the 
"  buster  "  suck  in  a  beetle  towards  evening.  Monday 
came,  and  duly  instructed,  Peter  had  got  me  some 
fresh  minnows,  with  one  of  which  on  a  Chapman 
tackle  I  awaited  the  gloaming,  thinking  it  unwise 
to  tempt  providence  earlier.  Swish  !  now  for  it. 
At  the  fourth  throw  I  was  over  the  spot.  Will  he  ? 
Yes,  by  Jove  !  Hurrah  ! — in  him  again.  After  the 
first  chuck-chuck  came  that  delightful  feel  of  weight, 
and  my  beloved  9ft.  cane  quivered  as  it  bent 
almost  double.  Then  up  he  went  at  scare,  turned 
and  shot  down  past  me,  the  line  cutting  the  smooth 
water  like  a  razor.  Then  something  happened. 
Suddenly,  that  confounded  slackness  of  Une,  that 
knell  of  the  fisherman's  hopes  which  spells  disaster, 
brought  the  pecuUar  sinking  feeling  of  despair  we 
prefer  to  pass  over  in  our  piscatory  memoirs.  I 
helplessly  gathered  in  my  slack.  No,  the  disjecta 
membra  of  the  minnow  were  there  still ;  he  had 
broke  his  hold  or  been  lightly  hooked — no  use  con- 
jecturing. Peter  seemed  equally  depressed,  and  I 
presented  him  with  an  old  salmon  collar  as  an 
improvement  on  his  string.  How  it  rained  that 
night.  The  mournful  wind  and  hammering  of  the 
deluge  on  the  window-panes  seemed  a  fit  accom- 
paniment to  my  dejected  frame  of  mind,  sounding 
as  they  did  the  requiem  of  my  hopes,  for  in  the 
morning  the  brook  would  be  in  full  spate  and 
unfishable,  and  I  had  been  wired  for  to  town  in 
the  afternoon,  most  unexpectedly.  I  was  sitting 
over  a  pipe  after  breakfast  lamenting  my  hard  fate, 
when  an  appalling  yell  from  without  in  Mathew's 
voice,  followed  by  a  clumpering  of  heavy  boots 
in  the  hall,  bespoke  excitement  of  some  sort.  The 
door  was  violently  opened,  and  in  rushed  my  land- 
lord, Mathew  and  Peter,  whose  rather  insignificant 
physiognomy  held  an  expression  divided  between 
jubilant  exhilaration  and  a  certain  sneakiness  I  had 
before  noticed. 

"  Well,  what's  up  now  ?  "  I  asked  feebly. 

"  We  came  to  tell  ye  that  Peter  got  'n.  Peter  he 
got  'n,  an'  here  he  be,  sir." 

I,  so  to  -  speak,  absorbed  the  situation.  The 
miller's  hand  produced  from  behind  him  an  enormous 
trout.  It  was  the  "  buster,"  no  less,  and  if  the 
mill  scales  be  correct,  it  exactly  weighed  41b.  IBoz. 
The  brook  was  in  yellow  flood,  and  that  wretched 
boy  had  experimented  with  my  old  salmon  cast, 
a  bait  hook,  and  a  bluehead.  The  fish  had  worked 
about  without  running  till  exhausted,  and  suc- 
cumbed to  a  branch  of  hazel  minus  a  reel.  What 
remains  to  be  said  ?  Of  course,  I  bought  that 
trout,  and  equally  of  course  Peter  will  get  no  more 
tackle  from  me.  Black  Hackle. 


THE   SONG  OF   THE   SMACK:  A 
LEGEND  OF  SHOTLEY  PIEK. 

ANOTHER  TALE  OF  SILLY  SUFFOLK. 

'TwAS  by  Shotley  Pier  on  a  cold  autumn  night 
Things  looked  weird  and  uncanny,  and — Oh,  such 
a  sight ! 

The  fisher-folk  loudly  expressed  their  alarms. 
As  they  sauntered  home  from  the  Bristol  Arms. 
Even  stolid  bluejackets  and  stately  marines 
Looked  askance  and  said — "something" — what- 
ever it  means. 

Five  spectral  forms  !    Why  waiting  there  thus  ? 
Their  bodies  had  long  since  departed — by  'bus. 
Five  lively  spooks  ! — well,  there  should  have  been 
I  six, 

But  one  was   at   home,  he'd  been  playing  some 
tricks. 

What  could  be  the  reason  for  sight  so  amazing  ? 
That  ten  ghostly  eyes  o'er  the  waters  kept  gazing. 

Uneasy  in  mind  and — unsteady  on  feet, 
With  woe-begone  looks  and  appearance  not  neat. 
Each  cast  o'er  the  waters  a  long  longing  glance. 
One  cried,  half  aloud,  "  Oh,  why  lead  us  this  dance. 
For  e'en  if  it  comes  it's  an  awful  long  pull,  look. 
From  the  bay  round  yon  corner  " — we  think  it's 
(    called  Holbrook. 

But  who  are  these  spectres,  and  why  are  they 
keeping 

Good  folks  from  their  beds,  when  they  ought  to  be 
sleeping  ? 

Let's  describe,  if  we  can,  though  the  task  is  not 
easy, 

And  the  after  results  to  ourselves  may  be  breezy. 
The  night  wasn't  warm,  and  the  natives  seemed 
curious 

To  know  what  brought  them  up  from  their  regions 
sulphureous. 

Three  of  the  ghosts  were  short,  two  were  rather  tall  ; 
A  pair  of  each  strolled  up  and  down  the  pier  and  a 

pair  by  the  river  wall. 
But  one  all  alone,  from  the  rest  kept  afar. 
And  lovingly  clung  to  a  two-gallon  jar. 
Each  one  of  them  carried,  tied  up  in  old  rags, 
A  bundle  of  sticks,  and  some  dirty  old  bags. 

Their  boots  looked  good,  but  their  coats  and  their 
caps 

Were  hardly  the  cut  for  respectable  chaps. 

A  big  wicker  basket  hung  each  of  their  backs  on. 

And  the  language  they  spoke  seemed  like  pure  (?) 

Anglo-Saxon, 
Save  one,  who  kept  silent,  with  countenance  rueful. 
But  we  thought  once  gave  vent  to  a  sound  like 

"  der  teufel." 

Now  in  chorus  they  wailed,  "  Oh,  alas!  and  alack! 
Whatever's  become  of  that  blooming  old  smack  ?  " 
"  Here  it  comes  !  "  "  No,  it  don't !  "  "  There  it  is  I  " 

"  No,  it  ain't !  " 
Till  with  wailing  and  watching  each  spectre  grew 

faint. 

Their  flasks  were  all  empty  ;  a  louder  wail  rose. 
For  'twas  long  past  the  time  when  the  pub.  had  to 
close. 

The  hours  slowly  sped — even  ghosts  get  impatient — 
They  declare  they've  been  spoofed  by  a  trick 

"  scarcely  dacent " 
(As  an  Irishman  says  when  another  one's  licked 

him)  ; 

Each  considers  himself  more  or  less  of  a  victim. 
They'd  looked  forward  that  day  to  be  holding  high 
revel, 

Instead,  doubtless,  someone's  been  playing  the  devil. 

Once  more  they  all  gazed  o'er  the  face  of  the  waters. 
And  wished  themselves  back  at  their  cosy  head- 
quarters. 

*****  / 
Days  !  weeks  !  months  !  pass  along,  fair  or  foul  be 
the  weather, 

They  still  haunt  the  place,  now  alone,  now  together. 
By  day,  too,  we're  told,  unless  someone  a  liar  is. 
For  a  smack  that  should  come  they're  still  making 
enquiries. 

The  winter  came  on  ;  just  to  ease  the  monotony 
They  tried  rods  and  lines,  but  of  bites  rarely  got  any. 
When  the  spring  equinox  put  an  end  to  their  fishin' 
Their  faces  showed  signs  of  increasing  suspicion. 
One,  more  glum  than  the  rest,  looked  remarkably 
blue. 

(His  badge  was  a  kettle  of  dullish  red  hue.) 


At  length  he  confessed  — "  On  one  day  last 
November — 

It  might  have  been  sooner,!  can't  quite  remember — 
I  did  take  a  journey  (with  one  just  now  absent) 
On  business,  so  neither  our  bait  to  the  crabs  sent. 
We  discovered  a  man  famed  for  pulling  and  hauling. 
And  arranged  for  you  fellows  a  lovely  day's 
trawling. 

'  He  promised  us  lots  of  good  dabs,  soles,  and 
whiting. 

And  the  way  he  described  his  old  smack  seemed 
inviting  ; 

He  looked  an  old  sea  dog,  a  regular  hard  'un. 
But  I  thought  he  appeared  more  at  home  in  his 
garden. 

We  stood  him  a  pint,  and  he  said  '  Good  day, 
thankee ' ! 

On  what  happened  after  my  mind's  a  bit  blanky." 

Four  ghosts  went  right  off  into  horrible  tantrums, 
Swore  both  man  and  smack  like  themselves  were 

but  phantoms. 
The   language   that  followed  one  scarcely  dare 

mention. 

The  sentry  on  duty  stood  fixed  at  attention. 
Surely  never  before  had  spooks  caused  such  com- 
motion. 

Since  the  days  Vanderdecken  rode  loose  o'er  the 
ocean. 

The  culprit  looked  ill,  and  did  after  declare 
A  complaint  he  is  prone  to — it's  called  mal  de  mer — 
Was  nothing  to  this,  for,  to  add  to  his  trouble, 
T'other  imp  wasn't  there,  so  they  gave  it  him 
double. 

They  even  suggested  that  clothes  did  but  cover 
Hoofs,  horns,  tails  complete  both  on  him  and  the 
other. 

Poor  sprite  I  He  but  asked  for  a  moment's  reflection 
To  brighten  his  somewhat  confused  recollection. 
"  Yes,  even  now  I'm  quite  sure  you'll  yet  find  it 
right, 

If  you'll  patiently  wait  till — the  smack  comes  in 
sight  ; 

But  I'm  off,  it's  past  midnight,  Harwich  clock's 

just  struck  one, 
'Tis  April— All  Fools'  Day — you're  all  nicely  done." 

"  Still  before  we  go  back  to  the  regions  called 
nether. 

Since  we've  been  in  a  trap  just  like  rats  altogether. 
Let's  travel  the  needful  three  miles — and  a  quarter, 
And  call  up  some  landlord  for  whisky  and — ^water  !  " 
"'Tis  agreed!"  they  all  shouted,  "let's  go  on  the 
spree  ! 

Adieu,  Shotley  Pier,  and  farewell,  Parkeston  Quay." 

So  away  they  all  went  up  the  hill  just  like  flyin', 
Never  stopped  till  they  reached  the  front  door  of 
the  Lion. 

Then  as  spirits  departed  these  spirits  revived. 
And  at  length  safely  back  in  their  bodies  arrived. 

***** 
Now  where'er  they  go  fishing  good  folks  need  not 
mind  'em. 

It's  not  likely  they'll  leave  any  spirits  behind  'em. 

Van  d'Ikey. 


A  BETEOSPECT. 

By  F.  S.  p. 

All  hail,  brothers  of  the  angle  !  Let  the  curtain 
fall,  for  the  old  season  fives  only  in  its  memories. 
To  many  hke  myself  of  the  old  school,  whofee 
hopes  of  future  fishing  years  compare  so  unfavour- 
ably with  those  of  the  past,  there  is  just  a  touch 
of  sadness  for  departed  pleasures,  whereas  to  the 
agile  Umb  and  the  hardy  frame  of  younger  men  the 
case  is  very  different — past  experiences  fire  the 
imagination,  Hope  asserts  herself  and  takes  her  true 
place  in  life's  history. 

Ere  I  proceed  with  an  old  man's  epistle  to  his 
brothers  of  the  angle  (and  how  can  we  better  fill 
up  the  interval  of  the  close  time  than  by  a  friendly 
interchange  of  sentiment  and  a  comparison  of  sights 
and  scenes  by  the  river  ?),  I  would  fain  appeal  to 
them  (if  not  "to  express)  at  least  to  feel  with  me 
the  debt  of  gratitude  we  owe  to  our  worthy  Editor 
for  his  courteous  and  unfailing  exertions  in  catering 
not  less  for  the  intellectual  than  for  the  sporting 
propensities  of  the  many  thousands  who  now  look 
up  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  a  thing  not  to  be  done 
without.  To  establish  a  journal  and  to  work  it  up 
to  a  leading  place  in  the  literary  world  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  setting  a  time-honoured  printing 
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press  in  motion,  and  we  whose  ideals  are  mixed  up 
in  the  busy  world's  affairs  have  too  little  sympathy, 
perhaps,  in  the  onerous  and  keenly  discriminating 
duties  of  an  editor.  Fewer,  alas  !  are  there  who, 
with  me,  can  almost  look  upon  the  Fishing  Gazette 
as  a  godchild,  and  this  leads  me  back  into  the 
long  years  of  the  past  (the  Fishing  Gazette  being 
still  in  its  swaddling-clothes)  that  I  happened  to 
have  a  favoured  interview  with  the  "  A.  A."  His 
son,  he  said,  had  started  a  literary  venture.  Ho\a' 
well  do  I  remember  the  pleasant  smile— a  mixture 
of  approbation  and  curiosity  ;  and  so  the  big  house 
laboured  and  brought  forth.  The  offspring,  now 
fully  fledged,  may  proudly  sweep  the  wide  waste 
of  waters  as  the  cheery  messenger  of  British  thought 
and  British  sentiment  to  worlds  beyond  our  own. 
AU  hail  ,  our  Editor  !  Alay  you  long  live  to  edit  and 
to  enjoy  your  all  too  short  intervals  by  river  and 
lake  !  In  this  I  am  bold  enough  to  make  myself 
the  mouthpiece  of  the  general  body  of  your  readers. 

Fewer  and  more  few  are  becoming  men,  like 
myself,  who  can  go  back  sixty  years  to  the  use  of 
the  willow  rod  as,  in  my  case,  was  cut  in  boyish 
ecstasy  from  the  copse  through  which,  in  its 
meandermg  course  by  stump  and  seg,  the  old 
mill  dam  hard  by  my  birthplace  poured  forth  its 
V  surplus  waters  ;  deeps  and  shallows  alternating 
were  alive  with  trout  sucking  down  the  May  Fly 
in  all  their  uneducated  bliss  and  ignorance  of 
feather  and  tinsel.  Truly,  in  those  days  fish  were 
plentiful — fishers  few.  The  old  mUl  and  copse  are 
no  more  ;  the  early  home  remains,  but  long  tenanted 
by  other  sons  of  the  soil.  The  tyro,  now  grown 
old,  from  his  elevated  nest  may  still  command  an 
everyday  view  of  both  river,  and  early  home — yea, 
blest  man,  and  still  do  a  bit  of  fishing. 

The  father  of  fishers  designated  angling  as  the 
contemplative  man's  recreation.  To  contemplate 
is  an  unlimited  quantity.  It  takes  in  the  broad 
and  ever  interesting  field  of  nature,  side  by  side 
with  fishing  and  the  whole  duty  of  man.  Let  us, 
then,  contemplate  from  the  naturalist-fisherman's 
point  of  view,  and  ask  ourselves  if,  after  the  long 
years  of  our  favourite  recreation,  there  is  not  some- 
thing in  the  gurgling  brook,  the  flower-bedecked 
.  mead,  and  the  echo  of  the  songbirds  that  appeals 
'  to  the  sensibihties,  nay,  to  the  charm  of  later  life 
equally  lasting — I  had  almost  written  paramount 
to  the  actual  catching  of  fish.  Where  or  how  can  I 
qualify  for  these  reasonings  better  than  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  more  than  octogenarian  who  still  styles 
himself  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  thus  giving  the 
catching  of  fish  quite  a  secondary  place.  Those 
who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  have  read  the  many 
dehghtful  works  from  his  pen  wiU  trace  the  all- 
pervading  love  of  Nature  and  the  beauty  and 
.lasting  qualities  of  its  research  as  traced  to  its 
fountam-head  in  the  beautiful  finishing  lines  of 
his  last  book,  "  After  Work." 

Reverting    to    the    practical,    the   season  for 
Salmonidce  is  again  over,  and  right  glad  am  I,  said 
the  guid  wife — the  domestic  arrangements  of  the 
house  may  now  go  on  smoothly  for  a  time,  and 
order  take  the  place  of  chaos,  of  sleeijless  hours 
of  expectation,  ransacked  cupboards,  work-baskets 
depleted  of  silk,  thread  and  wax,  long  railway 
journeys,  return  trains  missed,  expensive  vehicle 
fares,  fears  of  rheumatism,  chill  or  ague,  friction 
.  for  cramp,  whisky  within  and  without,  and,  to 
crown  all,  more  frequently  an  empty  creel  than  a 
fuU  one  !    What  a  godsend  ! — truly  the  season  is 
over.    Gentlemen,  as  there  is  an  antidote  for  every 
pain  of  body,  so  is  there  a  golden  treatise  for  the 
assimilation  of  the  human  mind  in  married  Ufe. 
Here  is  one  to  suit  the  present  case.    Renew  more 
strongly  those  gentle  persuasive  powers  by  which 
men  have  wooed  and  won  ;  weave  the  initiative 
web  slowly  but  surely  around  by  a  pathetic  recita- 
tion of  the  doings  of  the  Ladies  Richmond  and 
Gordon  on  the  Spey.    Quote  every  salmon  caught 
by  a  lady  during  the  season.    Purchase  a  new 
greenheart  rod  of  elegant  bend  and  finish,  with 
reel  and  line  of  suitable  proportions.    Present  them 
tenderly  (for  it  is  a  trying  moment),  and  invite 
the  guid  wife  for  a  day  at  the  river.    This  accom- 
phshed,  the  changes  in  married  Hfe  are  magical. 
Patience  drives  out  the  fiend  impetuosity,  and 
that  virtue  of  noble-minded  woman  asserts  itseK, 
and  harmony  pervades  every  department,  until  at 
last  the  gentle  voice  appeals,   "  Edward,  dear, 
cannot  you  leave  the  counting-house  for  a  day, 
that  we  may  go  a-fishing  ?  " 

Salmo  fario  will  now  be  moving  to  her  breeding 
grounds,  and  as  she  is  caimibal  to  her  own  young 
she  is  actuated  by  that  wonderful  law  of  nature 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rrive  by 
first  post  on  Thv/rsday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below  ^ 

130  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  „    „   Putney.  Add]^*         ••  Richmond. 

46  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^""JSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
160   „    „    Barnes.  (85   „    „  Teddington. 

^  u''''^  "^'  ^^^^  water  at  2  o'cioclc  at  Lfjndon  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Add 


Saturday,  Dec.  S 

Sunday,  „  9 

Monday,  lo 

Tuesday,  „  n 

Wednesday,  „  12 

Thursday,  „  13 

Friday,  „  14 


H.12 

7.  5 

8.  7 
9.20 


6.38 
7.. 35 
8.42 
9.58 


10.29    11.  1 

11.32    1159 

—    0.24 


which  prompts  her  and  her  consort  to  seek  the 
small  tributaries  and  streams,  and  so  deposit  her 
young  out  of  her   own   reach.  Well-vegetated 
streams  and  ditches  teeming  with  insect  life  are 
well  calculated  for  then  safety  and  gi'owth  imtil 
the  autumn  of  the  first  year,  when  they  work  down 
to  the  river,  and  are  often  found  in  company  of 
the  schools  of  minnows,  as  if  for  security  and  for 
the  early  lessons  of  a  changed  existence.    I  Itove 
frequently  found  several  pairs  of  these  spa\vning 
fish  in  quite  small  ditches  a  mile  from  the  river, 
ploughing  away  for  their  gravel  nest.    The  cock  is 
the  more  active  partner,  and  much  bolder  to 
return  to  duty  from  the  scare  of  the  human  watcher. 
I  once  had  some  twenty-four  large  spawning  fish 
in  a  very  clear  pond  fed  by  a  strong  spring,  and, 
as  the  time  had  arrived  for  taking  the  eg^,  I  had 
drawn  the  bolt,  but  ere  I  could  get  the  water  off 
there  were  several  pairs  of  fish  already  making 
their  nests  in  the  mud.    To  hinder  this  was  my 
object,  and  so  fast  as  I  would  sink  boulders  on 
to  the  seat  of  operations  so  often  would  master 
cock  fario  return  and  lash  them  aside.    The  hen 
fish,  in  aU  her  maiden  shyness,  would  hang  aloof 
at  a  distance  ;  the  efforts  of  the  cock  fish  to  bring 
her  back  were  most  amusing,  and  when  coaxing  and 
pushing  failed  he  would  try  to  seize  her  in  his 
mouth. 

It  is  well  that  Nature  has  provided  the  trout 
with  a  very  prohfic  ovary,  for  she  has  many  enemies, 
the  greatest  of  which  is  the  one  seeking  her  o^\'n 
substance — that  is,  the  heron — who  knows  the 
spawning  season  only  too  well,  and  should  be 
watched  for  with  all  vigilance,  for  to  make  a  bad 
character  worse,  he  frequently  kills  fish  too  large 
either  to  gorge  or  carry  away.  Of  the  other  fish- 
preying  birds,  and  which  we  feel  bound  as  naturalist- 
fishermen  to  tolerate  to  some  extent,  past  expe- 
riences lead  me  to  the  behef  that  the  duck  is  the 
very  worst,  and  woe-betide  spawning  gi'ounds  when 
she  is  present ;  hunting  as  she  does  by  the  extreme 
sensibilities  of  touch,  night  and  day  are  ahke  to 
her  in  her  depredations. 

Of  the  more  common  sight-hunters,  or^pickers, 
we  have  the  moorhen,  the  coot,  the  dab-chick,  the 
ouzel  and  the  kingfisher,  but  these,  so  far  as  ova 
are  concerned,  are  mostly  concerned  with  the  waste 
product,  which  makes  it  easier  for  us  to  tolerate 
them  as  things  of  beauty  and  charm  to  our  riverside 
wanderings. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  river  baa 
been  well  run  off,  and  has  toned  down  in  colour. 
Sport  h&i  been  fa  rly  good  all  the  week,  especially 
amongst  roach  and  dace,  wliich  have  been  feeding 
freely.  Mr.  B.  Pope,  of  the  K.P.S.  has  taken 
a  roach  of  lib.  1.3oz.  in  the  l-Gagston  Reach,  and 
several  others  of  1  lb.  each.  This  is  a  eond  sign  for 
Kmg,ton,  as  large  roach  have  bpen  scarce  there  of 
late.  In  addition  to  this  some  very  goo  l  roach 
have  been  caught  by  bmk  anglers  from  ihe 
Canbury  Promenade  section,  and  punt  fishing  off 
the  Broom  water  has  been  very  good.  Di  ton  has 
not  fi  bed  so  well.  Pike  and  chub  have  also  been 
on  the  ff«d  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  ri\er 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Mole^ey  District  Council 
on  Tuesday  there  was  a  recommendation 
from  the  General  Purpises  Commiitee  in 
favour  of  asking  the  Thames  Conservancy  to 
hold  a  pubhc  mquiry  respecting  the  condition  of 
the  banks  of  the  river.  The  chairman  >aid  that 
5-inee  the  meeting  of  the  committee  he  had 
thought  It  would  be  better  in  the  first  instance  to 
write  to  Mr.  C.  Burt,  the  representative  of  the 
burrey  County  Council  on  the  Conservancy  Boa-  d 
ar.d  ask  him  if  he  could  as  ist  ihe  Councd  in  this 
matter.    He  suggested  that  this  be  rione,  and  the 

sugge-tion  was  unanimously  adopted.  H.  F  H 

Amphlett. 

ThameB  (Henley).  The  water  has  been  running 
in  very  good  condition  during  the  last  few  days, 
tliere  being  a  nice  sf  earn  and  water  of  a  good  colour. 
The  rough  winds,  however,  have  somewhat  .spoiled 
the  angler's  cha.ices  at  times.  On  quiet  days  some 
good  sport  among  the  jack,  chub,  and  roach  has 
been  obtained,  while  here  and  there  some  fair-sized 
fi-h  have  been  caught,  a  local  angler  during  one  out- 
mg  taking  ^even  jack  ,  best  brace  weighing  14Ib  ,  the 
bag  mcludmg  forty-one  roach.  Captain  Hibbert 
fa-hmg  the  Shipla^e  water  with  G.  Arlett  for  two 
or  three  days,  has  enjoyed  some  good  sport  among 

^V^^'^^,  t"**  of  tlie  houseboat 

nab  Chick,  has  been  among  the  chub,  using  pith  and 
brains  for  bait,  he  creeling  several  good  fish  up  to 
A  O     r'  ^  vioe-president  of  the  Henley 

A.  h.  Mr.  Collens  and  friend,  fishing  with  Jack  Ar'ett 
took,  among  others,  three  jack,  weighing  respec- 
tively 5ilb.,  b^lb.,  and  y^lb.  Messrs.  H.  Hamblen 
H.  Haycock,  and  T.  Neal  were  the  prize-winners  of 
a  rovmg  match  lield  by  the  H.W.M.F.C.  on  Dec  2 
Given  quieter  weather  the  prospects  for  the  week- 
end fishmg  are  again  promi:mg.— Stanley  Me\d 

Thames  (Staines;.— The  river  is  now  in  good 
condition,  and  anglers  are  taking  every  opportunity 
Koach  are  feeding  well,  and  several  good  specimeas 
have  been  taken.  Perch  and  pike  are  giving  good 
sport.  ApiKe,  weighing  131b.  1  loz.  and  about  f(jin. 
long,  was  taken  on  JDec.  2  from  a  .and  pit  near 
btaines.  An  lut ere stmg  competition  took  place  at 
Penton  Hook  on  Dec.  2  between  members  of  the 
Stames  and  Egham  Qub  and  the  Chert  sey  Club 
for  the  president's  cup,  which  was  won  by  the 
former  club.  Several  barbel,  roach,  and  a  perch 
were  taken  by  the  winners.  The  return  match  to 
decide  the  holders  of  the  cup  will  now  take  place  in 

the  Cheitsey  waters  at  a  future  date.  W  G  L 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir)  — Wa'er  in  good 
condition,  rather  on  the  bright  side,  roach  and  dace 
feeding  weU.  One  day  Mr.  West  and  1  got  ei"ht 
bream  and  some  good  roach  up  to  1  jib  ;  half  a  day 
Mr.  Russell,  one  jack,  51b.,  one  perch,  lib  four 
dace;  one  day,  Mr.  Chapman,  two  bream  and'some 
good  roacli  and  dace.  ilr.  Wilfing  has  ta:<en  two  or 
three  jack  at  the  weu-  up  to  41b  —Walter  McBride 
Thames  (Wraysbnry;.— Sport  has  been  very 
uncertam  this  last  week  owing  to  the  varying 
temperatura  and  high  wmds.  Have  done  fairly 
well  with  roach  and  chub  when  conditions  were 
favourable,  but  had  nothing  special  either  in  size  or 
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numbers.  We  have  had  some  showers,  but  could 
do  with  more,  as  the  water  is  getting  bright,  and 
extra  fine  tackle  is  needed  to  stand  any  chance  of 
success. — P.  Brown. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — This  river  is  now  in  splen- 
did condition,  and  very  good  sport  lias  been  had 
with  the  pike  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Thomas 
Buckley  had  pike  and  roach,  largest  pike  81b.,  largest 
roach  1  lb.  14oz. ;  Mr.  B.  F.  Slater  had  20  pike,  largest 
101b.  ;  Mr.  Woodwell  and  friends  also  got  about  the 
same  number,  the  largest  1 1  lb.  Mr.  Harrison  and 
friend  fishing  the  Avon.  Tyrrell,  got  a  lot  of  pike 
and  perch,  altogether  about  thirty  fish,  the  largest 
pike  9Jlb.,  largest  perch  21b.  1  oz. — M.  W.  Haytee. 

Bott»lian>  Looks  (Watsrbeaoh).  —  Pike  anglers 
have  had  good  sport,  principally  one  mile  down 
stream,  by  the  Second  I.ode.  The  strong  winds 
have  at  times  made  it  hard  to  fish  and  see  the  float. 
The  fish  during  the  week  ran  small,  -several  had  up 
to  4^1  b.  One  day  thirty-four  pike  were  captured. 
Water  still  in  good  colour  and  clean  for  spinning. 
Live  baits  on  the  spot.  Bank  angling  with  no 
obstructions.  Roach  angling  some  days,  slow  sport. 
— John  O.  Geokge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (EzeterK — In  the  river  and  canal 
some  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  caught.  A 
few  grayling  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Exe 
with  red  worm  and  special  fly.  On  Monday,  at 
Kingsbridge,  a  fine  of  £10  and  £2  Os.  8d.  costs,  the 
alternative  being  two  months'  imprisonment,  was 
imposed  on  James  Tooley,  skipper  of  the  Qreena. 
of  Brixham,  for  having  trawled  within  the  limits  of 
Start  Bay  on  Oct.  24  last.  Mr.  B.  M.  Ford,  Exeter, 
appeared  for  the  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  Committee. 
Evidence  was  given  by  William  Tavener,  fisheries 
officer,  to  the  effect  that  he  saw  defendant  trawling 
in  the  bay,  and  ordered  him  to  take  up  his  trawl. 
Defendant  admitted  the  offence.  Some  nice  pollack 
have  been  caught  off  the  Exmouth  pier,  and  the 
mullet  are  also  being  caught  in  fair  numbers  by  some 
of  our  expert  anglers,  the  best  catches  being  made 
by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Snelgrove, 
Ba;tin  (two),  Beeton  (two),  Rettalliek,  and  others. 
Several  good  catches  of  herrings  have  been  made 
lately  by  the  Exmouth  and  Lympstone  netsmen, 
which  are  very  acceptable,  as  the  men,  who  are  a 
deserving  class,  have  had  an  exceptional  run  of  bad 
luck  lately. — Red  Palmeb. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  Lea  has  been  in 
good  condition,  but  the  high,  cold  winds  have  been 
against  much  success  with  the  roach.  St.  Margarets 
and  Rye  House  waters  seem  to  have  yielded  the 
best  results  with  these  fish,  and  pike  have  been 
caught  there  and  at  Hertford.  Breadcrust  and 
gentles  should  be  about  the  best  baits  for  Lea  roach 
now.  Perch  are  not  moving  at  all  well.  A  good 
many  Lea  trout  have  found  their  way  into  the 
Beane  at  Hertford,  and  may  now  be  seen  on  the 
spawning  beds. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  Leominster).  These  streams 
have  been  running  in  fair  order  for  grayling  fishing, 
but  very  little  fishing  has  been  done  this  week,  and 
until  the  wind  goes  down,  the  prospects  of  sport 
will  be  poor. — Gwynne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  been  having 
a  fine  time  of  it  this  week  with  the  pike  as  the  water 
is  in  first-class  condition  and  fish  have  been  feeding 
well.  Mr.  Cohens  got  thirteen  nice  fish,  Mr.  Norgate 
had  five,  Mr.  Childs  had  three,  Mr.  Fyson  tliree 
and  several  other  anglers  had  a  couple  each, 
but  they  all  ranged  from  51b.  to  81b.,  and  none  of 
the  large  ones  have  yet  come  to  bank.  Some 
real  good  roach  have  also  been  taken  by  several 
roachists  down  here.  There  is  a  nice  stream  now, 
not  too  strong  to-day,  Dec.  5,  so  I  expect  a  good 
return  by  some  of  the  punts  out. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon  (. — Water  rather  high,  but  a 
very  good  colour  ;  stream  strong,  but  in  the  nooks 
and  corners  pike  are  feeding  nicely  as  also  are  large 
roach.  Prospects  just  now  are  very  good,  although, 
of  course,  a  heavy  rain  would  just  now  put  the 
water  out  of  condition  again  as  the  land  is  so  full  of 
moisture. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Hother  (Sussex)  — The  floods  are  all  gone  in  the 
upper  waters,  although  the  Wet  Level "  is  still  full. 
The  water  is  now  in  first-class  condition,  and  will 
not  be  better  all  the  winter.  The  pike  and  perch  are 
waiting  for  the  angler. — Thomas  Daws,  Secretary, 
Rother  Fishery  Association. 

SuBsea  Hivers  ano  Clxichester  Cabal.—  A  fairly 
fine  week  has  been  experienced,  and  rivers  are  now 
on  the  bright  side.  Sport  in  the  Cuckmere  has  been 
unsa'isfactory,  as  on  Dec.  2  Mr.  F.  Holmes'  take 
was  but  one  bream  and  a  few  roach,  and  Mr.  F. 
King's  record  was  a  few  roach.  Nothing  worth 
notice  was  taken  from  the  Ouse,  the  water 
being  far  too  fine  for  successful  sport.  A  few  roach 
and  dace  were  taken  from  the  Adur,  near  Steyning, 
and  a  brace  of  small  pike  in  the  Heufield  district  of 
about  A\\h.  each.  This  canal  at  Ohicljesfer  has  not 
been  well  patronised  this  cold,  foggy  weather.  A 
few  small  bream  and  roach  have  been  taken  and 


small  pike  and  perch  are  not  feeding  well. — George 
F.  Salteb. 

T-m*  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  continues  to  run  in 
good  order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  colour  and  level. 
The  grayling  have  been  seen  rising  during  mid- 
day, and  one  or  two  nice  fi>h  landed  with  the  fly. 
Maggot  fishing  below  Ludford  has  accounted  for 
grayling  |lb.  each,  but  sport  generally  has  been 
slow. — S.  Ludlow. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  ^Torks).— Angling  matters  for  the  last  few 
days  have  been  somewhat  quiet,  no  doubt  owing  to 
the  boisterous  weather ;  for  a  week  it  has  been 
sadly  against  anglers.  Very  little  angling  has 
been  done  in  the  waters  of  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Yore  ;  gales,  heavy  rains,  storms,  etc., 
have  made  most  of  the  main  rivers  flooded,  conse- 
quently fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question.  In  tl\e 
lower  reaches  the  Yore  has  been  almost  bankful, 
and  very  few  anglers  out,  and  those  that  have  been 
out  have  done  next  to  nothing,  the  only  catch  that 
has  come  to  my  notice  being  one  basket  containing 
about  a  dozen  grayling  caught  last  Saturday, 
Dec.  1.  The  Wharfe  has  been  up  and  down  during 
the  last  few  days,  very  little  angling  being  done 
on  this  stream.  In  the  district  of  Pool  a  few  brace 
of  nice  fish  were  caught  in  the  slacks  on 
Dec.  4.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  water  has 
been  too  high  for  angling;  there  is  nothing  to 
report  from  this  quarter.  Tlie  Nidd  has  been 
running  high  and  discoloured  all  the  week, 
scarcely  any  anglers  being  out,  and  angling  on 
this  stream  has  been  off.  The  Derwent  has 
fished  the  best  of  our  Yorkshire  streams  during 
this  week.  Last  week  -  end  a  few  anglers 
were  out  and  some  fairly  decent  catches  of  roach 
and  dace  were  made  in  the  district  of  Schoolhouse 
Hill.  Messrs.  Skinner,  Kelly,  and  White  got  from 
121b.  to  151b.  each  with  swimmiog  the  worm  and 
maggot.  On  Dec.  1  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley  visited 
Yeddingham,  but  only  met  with  moderate  sport, 
the  best  fish  he  landed  was  a  nice  plump 
chub,  weighing  41b.  6oz.  Pike  fishing  in  reser- 
voirs and  lakes  has  been  fairly  good.  On  Satur- 
day, Dec.  1,  Mr.  Bateson  caught  a  nice  pike  weigh- 
ing 12|lb.  with  live  bait, which  has  been  tent  for  pre- 
servation,and  will  be  given  to  the  North-EastAngling 
Club  at  the  Red  Bear  Hotel,  Skinner-lane,  Leeds. 
Mr.  Mat  Handley  caught  a  nice  pike  weighing  81b. 
from  a  reservoir  near  Leeds  with  Uve  bait.  The 
Bradford  City  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
meeting  last  Wednesday.  Mr.  C.  H.  Thompson 
presided  over  a  good  number  of  members.  This 
society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  they  have 
their  own  fishing  at  Leeming  and  Doe  Parle 
reservoirs,  the  River  Aire,  at  Kildwiek,  also  the 
Wharfe,  at  Askwith.  The  balance  of  £16  15s.  2d.  has 
has  been  carried  forward.  The  following  were 
elected  to  the  various  offices  : — Chairman,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Tliompson;  vice-chairmen,  Messrs.  J.  A.  E.  Mitchell, 
T.  W.  Smith  and  J.  W.  Darling;  treasurer,  Mr. 
W.  R.  Walbank ;  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W.  Sellars ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  J.  Smith  and  W.  Beanland. 
Angling  will  be  quiet  for  the  present,  and  there  is 
no  chance  of  any  improvement  as  long  as  the 
unfavourable  conditions  last. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  spawning  season, 
which  received  somewhat  of  a  check  with  the 
recent  floods,  is  now  again  in  full  swing.  Many  of 
the  fish  in  the  Don  and  Spey  valleys  were  recovered 
far  out  of  the  course  of  the  rivers  on  the  receding 
of  the  floods  by  bailiffs  and  others,  but  not  a  few 
perished  or  fell  into  less  friendly  hands.  The  Aber- 
deen Trout  Anglers'  Association  met  on  Nov.  30, 
and  made  arrangements  far  the  coming  season. 
They  have  again  secured  the  Inchgarth  waters  on 
the  Dee,  and  the  Balbithans  section  from  Lord 
Kintore  on  the  Don.  All  last  year's  arrangements 
wore  recast  for  the  coming  season. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Pontoon  (Angleis'  Hotel). — Particulars  of  shoot- 
ing for  one  week.  Out  from  the  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Messrs.  Newberry  and 
NeWiOm,  of  London,  had  forty-five  snipe,  six  wood- 
cock, three  partridges,  two  hares,  four  teal,  one 
mallard,  two  plover,  two  moorhens,  two  owls,  one 
white  owl,  and  three  widgeon.  There  are  plenty  of 
snipe  and  cock  on  these  moors  now.  Pike  fishing 
is  likely  to  be  good  from  this  on  to  the  end  of  the 
month. — P.  Healy. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BalliuskelagB. — The  weather  was  very  favour- 
able on  two  days  when  sport  was  good  at  whiting. 
One  boat  (four  anglers)  had  lt)2  whiting,  and  another 
(three  anglers)  102.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Whiting  fishing  has 
afforded  fair  sport  on  a  couple  of  days  off  the 
Coomaconclane  shore,  but  operations  have  again 


been  brought  to  a  standstill  by  the  very  rough  seas. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  weather  being  unsettled 
sport  is  rather  .=pottytoday  (Wednesday),  otherwise 
sport  has  been  good  with  good  cod  and  whiting,  &c. 
Should  the  weather  now  settle  down,  in  all  proba- 
bility there  will  be  fair  sport  this  week  end  as  tides 
suit  for  all  day  fishing.  Bait  used  now  is  principally 
lug,  sprat,  and  herring. — Edwd.  Hanoeb(B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  tthe  I'ler). — Though  a  few  nice  fish  have 
recently  been  taken  from  the  pier,  yet  sport  has  not 
at  any  time  been  brisk,  and  frequently  periods  of 
inaction  have  lasted  for  hours  at  a  time.  The 
extreme  scarcity  of  sprats  must  be  hold  to  accoimt 
for  the  poverty  of  the  present  whiting  season,  but 
many  decent  pier  catches  of  large  pouting  have  been 
made.  Mr.  Jewell's  catch  on  Nov.  29  included  a  7^1  b. 
cod,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Piper  had  a  score 
and  a  half  of  whiting.  Mr.  Welch's  evening  catch 
numbering  fifteen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell,  Mrs.  Dixon, 
Mr.  Vaughon,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckridge  each 
creeled  a  few  whiting  on  Dec.  1,  and  Mr.  Puckridge 
took  a  91b.  cod  and  a  codling  of  31b.  Mr.  Rose  took 
premier  honours  on  Nov.  2,  with  a  cod  of  lljlb., 
but  the  day's  catch  was  generally  disappointing. 
On  Dec.  3  the  pier  patrons  included  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugman,  Mr.  Lanchester,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Hume, 
Mr.  Holt  Schooling  and  his  son,  Mr.  Waddell, 
Mr.  Pierpoint,  Mr.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  and  Miss 
Band,  Mr.  Jewell,  Mr.  Beasley,  Mr.  Brooks,  Mr. 
W.  Dodd,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Grant.  All 
present  met  with  a  measure  of  success,  and  Mr. 
Grant  had  a  71b.  cod,  and  Mr.  Beasley  a  codling 
of  3Jlb.  The  water  was  extremely  thick  on  Dec. 
4,  yet  the  day's  returns  were  generally  satisfac- 
tory, a  considerable  number  of  whiting  and  pouting 
falling  to  the  lot  of  everyone  present,  in  addition  to 
which  Mr.  W.  Dodd  hooked  and  landed  an  81b.  cod, 
and  Colonel  Backhouse  a  handsome  one  weighing 
17lb. — the  heaviest  pier  fish  of  the  present  season. 
Mr.  E.  Cuttiss  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Smith  were  the 
only  fresh  arrivals  on  this  day.  Additions  to 
the  pier  ranks  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  5,  were 
Mr.  Harvey,  Mr.  Webber,  Mrs.  Allison  Wolff,  Miss 
Mussared,  Miss  Wolff,  Mr.  F.  Wolff,  and  Dr.  Wood, 
but  the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water  proved  fatal 
to  all  fishing,  and  scarcely  a  bite  was  experienced 
during  daylight  hours,  but  the  evening  witnessed 
some  fair  sport  with  whiting. — J.  Richabdson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — No  angling  has  be^n  done  since  last 
report,  though  the  weather  was  favourable  enough 
on  a  couple  of  days.  Whiting  and  mackerel  are  still 
numerous  around  here. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymoutli. — The  weather  is  very  mild  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  the  sea  comparatively  smooth, 
although  we  have  had  some  wind,  but  this  has 
been  from  a  quarter  that  has  not  affected  the 
Sound  much.  Pollack  fishers  have  been  having  fair 
sport,  and  bass  have  been  feeding  again  very  well. 
Some  large  catches  have  been  brought  in  from  the 
Hamoaze,  but  ihe  finest  ones  were  taken  in  Catte- 
water,  near  the  Iron  Bridge.  The  sport  has  not 
been  good  up  the  Yealm  during  the  week,  either 
whiffing,  drifting,  or  spillering — everybody  is  com- 
plaining. Smelt  are  still  very  plentiful  and  large  ; 
those  taken  on  fine  trout  casts  give  good  sport. 
The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this  month  include  coal- 
fish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  haddock,  pouting,  whiting,  tub, 
piper,  red  gurnard,  eel,  sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy, 
dory,  mackerel,  atherine  smelt,  skate,  homelyn  ray, 
sharp-nosed  ray,  and  all  shellfish. — Wm.  Heardeb. 


THE  THREE  FISHERS. 


Three  fishers  went  sailing  away  to  the  West, 
Away  to  the  West  as  the  sim  went  down  : 
Each  thought  of  the  woman  who  loved  him  best. 
And  the  children  stood  watching  them  out  of  the 
town. 

For  men  must  work,  and  women  must  weep. 
And  there's  little  to  earn  and  many  to  keep. 
Though  the  harbour  bar  be  moaning. 

Three  wives  sat  up  in  the  lighthouse  tower, 
And  they  trimmed  the  lamps  as  the  sun  went  down. 
They  looked  at  the  squall,  and  they  looked  at  the 
shower. 

And  the  night-rack  came  rolling  up  ragged  and 
brovm. 

But  men  must  work,  and  women  must  weep. 
Though  storms  be  sudden,  and  waters  deep. 
And  the  harbour  bar  be  moaning. 

Three  corpses  lay  out  on  the  shining  sands. 
In  the  morning  gleam  as  the  tide  went  down. 
And  the  women  are  weeping  and  wringing  their 
hands 

For  those  who  will  never  come  home  to  the  town. 
For  men  must  work,  and  women  must  weep. 
And  the  sooner  it's  over,  the  sooner  to  sleep  : 
And  good-bye  to  the  bar  and  its  moaning. 

— Charles  Kingsley,  died  1875. 
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LAKE  SEMMEEWATER. 
By  "Bbowit  Owl." 


As  the  time  drew  nigh  for  our  projected  sojourn  in  the  country  and  the 
venue  was  still  under  consideration,  things  began  to  look  ominous. 

One  Uked  pastoral  scenery,  another  moorland,  while  the  character  of  the 
fishing  did  not  appeal  to  a  third — such  was  a  fair  sample  of  the  objections  I  had 
to  contend  with  in  my  efforts  to  find  a  placg  to  suit  everybody. 

Briefly,  the  position  was  this :  We,  a  party  of  seven,  had  set  apart  a 
certain  week  in  June  for  the  purpose  of  spending  it  together  in  some  cool, 
sequestered  spot,  and  as  I  had  undertaken  the  duties  of  cicerone  that  embryo 
spot  looked  Uke  materialising  into  a  hot  comer  for  me,  judging  from  the 
character  of  the  repHes  I  received  in  respect  of  the  names  of  various  resorts 
I  had  thus  far  submitted  to  my  fastidious  friends.  Unfortunately,  you  see, 
we  were  not  all  anglers — one  combined  botany  and  geology  with  angling,  and 
as  a  man,  we  are  told,  cannot  do  two  things  at  once  (let  alone  three),  he 
was  never  known  to  catch  much  in  the  way  of  fish,  and  yet  a  happier  Ashless 
fisherman  than  he  I  do  not  know.  Two  more  in  their  leisure  moments  were 
snapshotters,  while  as  to  the  remaining  four  of  us  three  were  anglers  by 
inheritance,  the  other  by  inchnation. 

Matters  were  approaching  a  climax  when  I  bethought  me  of  Semmerwater — 
a  lonely  little  lake  of  Nature's  fashioning,  enclosed  by  heather-clad  hills,  in 
the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  situated  in  a  district  brimful  of  legend 
and  old  folk-lore. 

Semmerwater  met  with  unquahfied  approval  all  round,  and  I  heaved  a  sigh 
of  reUef.  In  fact,  the  verdict  gave  me  intens.e  satisfaction,  since  I  had 
pleasing  recollections  of  a  visit  I  paid  to  that  part  of  Yorkshire  two  years 
ago,  and  of  my  quarters  at  Carr  End,  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  a  cosy  old- 
fashioned  farnihouse,  once  the  home  of  the  Fothergills,  of  philanthropic  fame, 
a  name  still  to  conjure  with  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Carr  End  is  large  and  roomy,  with  no  lack  of  spare  bedrooms,  so  when 
Mrs.  Outhwaite  rephed,  saying  she  could  take  us  all  in  and  "  do  "  for  us,  and 
that  we  should  have  the  place  to  ourselves,  I  wrote  forthwith  and  told  the 
boys  to  make  their  own  arrangements  about  getting  there. 

We  travelled  to  Askrigg,  the  nearest  railway  station  to  our  destination,  in 
penny  numbers. 

J.  and  A.,  girded  with  all  the  paraphernaha  of  the  photographer's  art,  were 
the  first  to  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  rendezvous,  journeying  up  on  the 
Thursday  evening  preceding  the  hohday.  The  Major,  the  writer's  brother, 
and  the  botanist  made  the  journey  on  the  following  evening,  while  G.  and  I 
were  unable  to  set  out  until  the  next  day.  However,  we  found  a  good 
through  train  to  the  North,  which  landed  us  at  York  with  ample  time  to  catch 
an  express  for  Northallerton,  where  we  changed  into  the  Wensleydale  train. 
Soon  after  leaving  Northallerton,  and  before  we  reach  Leyburn,  the  vale  of 
Wensley  gradually  imfolds  to  our  view,  and  thence  onwards  we  are  treated 
to  a  charming  variety  of  scenery.  The  second  station  beyond  Leyburn  is 
Redmire,  and  excellent  is  the  fishing  hereabouts  in  the  River  Yore.  Aysgarth, 
where  next  we  puU  up  at,  is  a  popular  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists. 

The  celebrated  falls  of  that  name,  which  Turner  so  reahstically  portrayed  on 
canvas,  are  in  the  vicinity  ;  in  fact,  we  can  hear  their  subdued  roar  as  the 
train  glides  out  of  the  station. 

"  Askrigg,"  cries  the  porter  at  the  next  stop,  and  we  hastily  collect  our 
belongings  and  step  out  on  the  platform,  there  to  find  John  Outhwaite 
waiting  to  welcome  and  convey  us  in  his  trap  to  his  home  in  the  hills,  five 
miles  away. 

G.  is  lost  in  silent  admiration  of  a  glorious  sunset,  what  time  I  am 
bombarding  friend  John  with  a  hundred  and  one  questions,  and  in  return 
receiving  all  the  news  of  the  district  since  I  left,  together  with  an  up-to-date 
account  of  the  doings  of  the  members  of  our  party. 

John  goes  on  to  say  that  the  Lancashire  gentlemen  were  out  yesterday 
with  their  cameras  and  one  fishing  rod  between  them.  "But,"  quoth  John 
regretfully,  "  they  did  not  use  the  rod,  and  the  becks  and  lake  are  in  grand 
trim  just  now." 

"  But,"  continued  he,  "  the  Major  and  your  brother  have  been  on  the 
lake  to-day,  and  have  done  well— seven  brace  and  a  haK  of  trout,  averagmg 
four  to  the  pound.  The  gentleman  with  the  hammer  and  trowel  was  also  out, 
but  caught  onthing." 

On  the  way  we  pass  through  Bainbridge,  a  pleasant,  old-world  village, 
where  John  draws  rein  to  collect  a  parcel  of  groceries,  and  G.  and  I  shp 
into  the  Rose  and  Crown  for  refreshment  and  a  brief  crack  with  mine  host. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  is  a  comfortable  hostel,  and  very  central  for  anglers 
on  the  Yore  and  the  httle  River  Bain,  the  last-named  having  its  source  in  Lake 
Semmerwater. 

Host  Trotter  is  a  distributor  of  trout  hcences,  which  cost  Is.  for  the  season  ; 
also  issues  day  and  weekly  tickets  for  the  Yore,  Bain  and  Semmerwater,  at  Is. 
and  2s.  6d.  respectively. 

A  perpetual  cUmb  up  and  up  for  about  two  miles  until  on  the  crest 
suddenly  spring  into  nearness  half  a  dozen  cottages  and  a  Friends'  meeting- 
house, which  constitute  the  village  of  Countersett.  And  now  we  obtain  a  first 
view  of  the  valley  in  which  we  are  going  to  dwell  for  one  brief,  uninterrupted 
week — Semmerwater,  with  a  zephyi-  breeze  softly  stirring  its  surface  and  looking 
hke  a  mighty  sheet  of  molten  metal  in  the  pale  evening  light,  and  the  outhnes 
of  the  undulating  moors  cutting  clear  and  distinct  against  the  sky-fine  ;  while 
scattered  here  and  there  are  the  peaceful  homesteads  of  the  dalesfolk. 

Once  down  the  other  side,  and  on  level  ground,  and  it  is  only  a  matter  of 
moments  before  we  are  at  Carr  End,  exchanging  greetings  all  round. 

My !  how  cosy  they  are  in  this  grand  old  room,  with  its  fine  old  oak 
panellings  and  massive  rafters,  and  a  bright  fire  burning  on  the  hearth,  for 
though  the  time  is  June  the  nights  are  still  chilly.  They  have  dined  well,  and 
are  now  wooing  "My  Lady  Nicotine." 

It  is  good  to  see  the  Major  with  us — my  companion  of  many  angling 
tours  in  the  Yorkshire  dales— whom  I  have  not  seen  for  some  time.  He  is 
quite  the  Uon  of  the  evening,  having,  so  far,  caught  the  most  fish. 

What  is  this  old  woman's  tale  about  a  city  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake  ?  " 
said  he  of  the  hammer  and  trowel,  addressing  me  as  G.  and   I  re-entered 
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the  sitting-room,  after  satisfying  the  wants  of 
the  inner  man. 

"  Yes,  let  us  have  it,"  chorussed  the  rest. 

The  Legend  of  the  Lake. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era 
there  stood  on  the  groimd  now  covered  by  the  lake 
a  fair  and  prosperous  city,  and  one  day  a  saint, 
in  the  guise  of  a  beggar,  hungry  and  footsore, 
passed  thi'ough  the  city  and  asked  for  alms.  He 
wandered  from  door  to  door,  vainly  looking  for 
sympathy  from  the  arrogant  citizens,  and  finally 
he  left  the  city. 

Just  without  the  walls  he  came  to  a  hut  in  which 
lived  an  old  man  and  his  wife,  who,  hearkening  to 
his  story  of  want  and  privation,  gave  him  of  their 
best,  and  lodging  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  before  leaving  the  saint 
disclosed  his  identity  to  his  humble  friends,  and 
after  bestowing  a  blessing  on  them  he  raised  his 
hands  towards  the  city  and  dehvered  himself  of 
the  following  malediction  :  — 

Semer  Water  rise, 

Semer  Water  sink. 
And  bury  all,  save  those 

Who  gave  me  food  and  drink. 

Scarce  had  the  saint  concluded  than  the  heavens 
began  to  darken,  loud  and  diabolical  peals  of  thunder 
and  vivid  flashes  of  Ughtning  rent  the  air  ;  the 
hill  torrents  broke  their  bounds  and  leaped  upon 
their  prey,  and  soon  the  fair  city  of  Semmerwater 
was  but  a  memory. 

On  clear,  calm  days,  at  sunset,  it  is  said  that  from 
a  boat  the  domes  and  spires  of  the  buried  city  can 
be  seen  deep  down  beneath  the  pellucid  waters  of 
the  lalie  ;  and  at  the  present  day  many  of  the  good 
folk  here  firmly  beheve  in  this  old-time  tradition, 
and  though  they  may  not  actually  admit  having 
seen  the  buried  city  .themselves,  they  "will  assure 
you  without  a  blush  that  they  know  "  them  'at 
has  "  ;  and  they  will  point  out  to  you  a  hut  standing 
on  the  east  side  of  the  lake  as  being  the  abode  of 
the  good  Samaritans  spared  by  the  flood. 

{To  he  continued.) 


SEASONABLE. 


I'm  always  glad  when  Christmas  comes 
Because  the  days  thereafter  lengthen, 

Although  it  brings  that  cheerful  friend 

Who  tells  you  that  the  cold  will  strengthen  ; 

He  never  dreams  to  ask  your  leave. 

But  stores  such  comforts  up  his  sleeve. 

The  man  who  lights  the  lamps,  and  who 
But  rarely  sees  you  out  of  season. 

Has  now  his  very  best  of  bows, 

For  which  I'm  sure  he  has  a  reason  ; 

Perhaps  he  thinks  these  darkest  days 

Will  make  you  more  respect  his  ways. 

The  Postman  brings  with  smile  each  letter 
That's  like  to  melt  a  heart  of  stone. 

And  I  am  certain  something  moves 
That  stolid  human  to  the  bone. 

Is  it  the  thing  called  "Christmas-box" 

That  makes  him  modulate  his  knocks  ? 

Of  all  the  men  that  are  so  kind. 
The  Dustman  has  my  best  regard  ; 

Though  Mary  Jane,  the  housemaid,  says 
He  often  messes  up  the  yard. 

But  then  I  think  she  has  a  fancy 

For  a  "  gent  "  she  calls  "  fiance." 

Then  there's  the  Newsboy,  whom  my  dog 

Holds  much  in  estimation, 
And  evidently  thinks  his  leg 

Beyond  all  admiration, 
Or  else  why  does  he  every  day 
Attempt  to  taste  it  anyway. 

And  after  these  have  had  their  fill 

The  Tradesman  wonders  what  you'll  pay. 

And  so  he  sends  his  billet-doux, 
Just  in  a  casual  kind  of  way. 

In  hope  that  as  you're  passing  by 

You'll  not  forget  he's  running  dry. 

Still  Christmas  comes  but  once  a  year. 
And  there  are  those  to  whom  that  day 

Is  just  their  only  bit  of  joy. 
So  don't  forget  that  anyway, 

'Twill  brighten  all  the  days  to  come. 

And  cheer  you  on  your  journey  home. 

— H.  T.  J. 


POLLACK  FISHING  FKOM  POET 
EEIN,  ISLE  OF  MAN.  \ 
By  "  P.  S.  A.  R.  A.  S." 


I  GIVE  below  an  account  of  eight  daj'^s'  pollack 
fishing  from  Port  Erin,  Isle  of  Man,  the  best  days, 
with  my  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B. 

I  began  alone,  on  Sept.  25,  and  although  I  was 
using  tackle  strong  enough  to  kiU  any  ordinary 
salmon,  and  the  same  I  had  used  for  pollack  fairly 
successfully  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  everything 
was  carried  away,  and  I  returned  fishless  and  very 
sad  after  losing  five  pollack. 

I  may  here  mention  that  I  was  fishing  in  the 
Soimd,  between  the  Isle  of  Man  and  the  Calf  of 
Man,  about  three  miles  from  Port  Erin,  where  there 
are  two  very  strong  tide  races,  which  make  the 
fishing,  to  my  mind,  as  good  as  spinning  in  a  river, 
and  the  bottom  being  very  rocky  and  covered  with 
long  seaweed,  plus  the  strength  and  size  of  the 
fish,  make  it  an  extremely  sporting  piece  of  water. 

I  was  troUing  a  small  mackerel  (we  were  always 
able  to  catch  enough  for  the  day,  either  going  or 
returning  from  the  Sound),  which  I  mounted,  after 
my  first  day's  disasters,  on  two  hooks,  for  head 
and  tail,  pliis  a  triangle  perched  on  the  back,  on 
Geen's  steel  wire.  In  practice,  I  found  the  triangle 
caught  the  most  fish,  but  I  was,  unfortunately, 
provided  only  \nth  rotten  triangles,  and  lost  many 
through  breakages. 

Our  catch  was  as  follows  : — Sept.  26,  131b.,  141b., 


141b„  151b.,  61b.  ;  Sept.  27,  111b.,  61b.,  71b.,  51b., 
71b.,  and  two  bream  (31b.  each)  ;  Sept  28,  61b.,  41b., 
(half  a  tide)  ;  Sept.  29,  41b.,  81b.,  161b.,  131b.,  and 
one  wrasse  (31b.)  ;  Oct.  1,  21b.  (blown  out  of  the 
Sound  by  wind  ;  deluges  of  rain)  ;  Oct.  2,  2|lb. 
(lost  five  through  not  testing  tackle,  which  had 
been  wet  by  previous  day's  rain)  ;  Oct.  3,  81b.,  8|-lb., 
61b.  In  all  twenty-one  pollack,  1861b.  ;  average 
8-901b. 

We  certainly  lost  as  many  as  we  caught,  through 
faulty  tackle,  but  I  think  I  have  evolved  the 
necessary  prescription,  and  I  hope,  if  I  get  there 
again,  to  bring  down  the  percentage  of  the  losses. 
The  men  told  me,  and  I  quite  believe  them,  that 
they  have  taken  on  their  long  fines  pollack  of  201b., 
241b.,  and  281b. 

Mrs.  B.  accounted  for  most  and  the  largest  fish, 
and  although  she  had  never,  I  believe,  handled  a 
rod  before  Sept.  26,  after  once  being  shown,  killed 
her  fish  without  any  assistance,  and  in  a  masterly 
style.    It  was  a  pleasure  to  watch  her. 

In  such  rapid  water  these  pollack  fight  harder 
than  any  ordinary  salmon  that  I  have  killed — I 
have  certainly  not  killed  many.  They  put  up  a 
great  fight,  but  almost  invariably,  when  raised  to 
the  top,  were  played  out  and  lying  flat. 

I  have  never  had  such  an  enjoyable  trip — the 
weather  was,  with  one  half  day's  exception,  perfect, 
a  Mediten-aYiean  sky,  a  flat  calm,  the  water  clear 
enough  to  see  fish  over  the  side  of  the  boat ;  add 
to  this  good  company,  a  good  boat,  good  men,  and 
fish  that  fought  hke  tigers.  Well,  what  could  one 
wish  for  more  ? — and  I  had  a  beastly  toothache. 

The  boat  I  had,  a  centre-board,  14ft.  long,  sailed 
well,  and  was  easy  to  row ;  cost  of  hire,  12s.  per  week. 


I  had  two  men,  John  Watterson  and  Tom  Cregeen, 
4s.  6d.  each  per  day,  and  better  men  no  one  could 
wish  for,  and  I  may  say  generally  that  the  Port 
Erin  men  are  a  very  fiiie  lot  indeed,  do  not  spare 
themselves,  and  are  as  keen  as  mustard.  I  am 
writing  you  this  account  entirely  in  theu:  interest. 

This  fishing  is  not  at  its  prime  until  after  the 
middle  of  September,  when  almost  all  the  summer 
visitors  have  left,  and  the  men  are  mostly  idle  for 
several  weeks  before  they  can  get  to  their  winter's 
work.  Therefore,  if  this  account  should  induce 
anyone,  especially  Mi-.  Philip  Geen,  to  give  it  a 
trial,  who  could  write  with  authority  of  the  possi' 
bilities  of  the  place,  it  might  induce  many  sea  anglers 
to  go  there,  and  my  object  in  writing  would 
be  attained.  I  do  not  think  that  they  could  be 
disappointed. 

Very  large  coalfish  are  also  to  be  caught  round 
the  Chicken  Rock  Lighthouse,  about  a  mile  west 
of  the  Calf.  I  did  not  go  there  as  I  was  quite 
satisfied  where  I  was. 

Shoals  of  mullet  generally  appear  in  the  bays 
and  coves  at  the  end  of  September  and  early  October, 
but  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  try  the  only  shoal 
that  appeared  in  Port  Erin  Bay. 

On  Oct.  10  I  had  a  note  from  Watterson,  who 
tells  me  that  two  professional  fishermen  caught 
in  the  Sound  six  dozen  bream  one  day  and  three 
dozen  the  next. 

The  whole  place  bterally  teems  with  fish  of  all 
sorts,  but  I  am  not  able  to  give  all  the  details. 

Another  point  of  very  great  interest  is  the  "  Port 


Erin  Biological  Station  "  of  the  Liverpool  Marine 
Biology  Committee. 

Every  day  we  saw  the  large  fish  leaping  out  of 
the  rough  water,  chasing  the  fry,  and  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  that  fished  for  with  a  large  silver- 
bodied  fly,  with  peacock  hackle  and  white  wing, 
they  could  be  caught. 

Unfortunately,  I  had  no  fly-rod  with  me  with 
which  to  make  the  attempt,  but  I  do  not  think 
there  can  be  much  doubt  about  the  result. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  found 
Ml'.  Geen's  wire  is  perfection  for  pollacking,  but  it 
must  be  only  used  once,  and  what  is  not  used 
must  be  very  carefully  kept  from  daTif,  as  it  loses 
its  strength  with  the  sUghtest  rust,  and  I  think 
also  after  any  heavy  strain. 


CHRISTMAS  PARCELS. 


The  London  and  North- Western  Railway  Co. 
have  made  complete  arrangements  for  the  collection, 
quick  transit,  and  prompt  delivery  of  Christmas 
parcels  in  all  the  principal  towns  on  their  system, 
and  all  parts  of  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Special 
trains  will  be  run,  and  through  vans  will  be  attached 
to  the  principal  passenger  trains  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  traffic,  and  additional  delivery  and 
collection  services  by  parcel  vans  and  carts  between 
the  receiving  offices  and  the  railway  stations  will  be 
in  operation  during  Christmas  week.  Senders  are 
advised  that  as  an  extra  precaution  a  duplicate 
address  label  should  be  enclosed  in  each  parcel,  so 
that  the  name  of  the  consignee  may  be  ascertained  in 
the  event  of  the  outside  address  becoming  detached 
or  defaced. 
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HowiETouN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 


OF 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING. 


Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 


Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova.   

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

OKDERS  SHOHLD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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A  FIGHT  WITH  A  NOEWEGIAN 
SALMON. 

The  great  river  was  low,  and  my  efforts  at  slogging 
three  pools  under  a  blazing  sun  had  resulted  in 
what  they  deserved — nothing.    Yet  one  more  pool 
remained  to  me,  and  that  the  best  of  all.  Right 
under  the  deep  shadow  of  the  cliffs  on  its  far  side, 
with  a  wide  natural  weir  at  the  head,  over  which  the 
water  foamed  as  it  rushed  into  the  great  black  swirl- 
ing eddies  under  the  rocks.  Here  I  resolved  to  discard 
the  -fly,  and  sorted  out  instead  a  great  Sin.  silver 
spoon,  with  huge  triangles,  the  tout  ensemble  being 
altogether  more  than  I  would  venture  to  show 
to    an    English   pike.    Still,    Norwegian  salmon 
apparently  like  their  baits  large,  and  here  was  one 
of  them.    The  next  thing  was  to  find  a  fish  of 
proportionate  size  to  my  bait,  and  in  order  to  lose 
no  time  in  doing  this,  directly  we  were  over  the 
white  water,  having  fixed  the  said  spoon  on  to  the 
strongest  of  traces,  I  stood  up  and  made  a  short  pre- 
paratory cast  in  the  black  water  right  under  the  cliffs 
to  see  if  the  spoon  spun  to  my  satisfaction.  My 
trial  cast  was  a  bare  five  yards.    I  watched  it  sink, 
saw  it  give  one  wobble,  and  then  it  stuck  fast. 
My  first  impression  was  that  I  had  hit  a  rock, 
but  I  suddenly  remembered  that  the  water  here- 
abouts was  20ft.  to  30ft.  deep,  and  quite  clear. 
Realising  this,  and  the  strength  of  my  brand-new 
tackle,  I  struck  with  force  sufficient  to  bring  a 
5-poimder  into  the  boat,  and  then  sat  down,  calmly 
confident  of  my  ultimate  success.     After  striking, 
five  yards  or  so  of  line  were  dragged  off  the  reel, 
accompanied  by  terrific  jerks,  which,  for  the  first 
time,  aroused  the  suspicion  in  my  mind,  so  savage 
and  heavy  were  they,  that  I  had  got  fast  in  some- 
thing out  of  the  common.    That  being  so,  and  the 
fish  within  ten  yards  of  the  boat,  I  thought  extra 
pressure  would  give  me  a  chance  of  seeing  my 
expected  victim.    With  my  tackle  and  those  great 
triangles  I  felt  there  was  nothing  to  fear,  so  with 
my  rod  bent  almost  double,  and  quivering  with 
the  strain,  I  won  foot  after  foot  of  line  from  that 
reluctant  giant,  until  he  was  back  at  the  four-yard 
mark.  And  then  I  saw  him,  or,  rather,  part  of  him, 
for  out  of  the  eddies  came  a  tail— and  such  a  tail ! 
I  had  gazed  admiringly  at  the  nether  extremities 
of  a  441b.  fish  but  a  day  or  two  before,  and  it  burst 
upon  me  at  once  like  a  blow  that  I  was  trying  con- 
clusions with  the  fish  of  a  lifetime.    As  far  as  the 
adipose  fin  we  saw  him,  and  noted  that  he  was  red — 
horribly  red— but,  after  all,  one  cannot  be  par- 
ticular over  a  salmon  somewhere  in  the  vicinity 
of  601b.  weight.    It  is  useless,  of  course,  to  argue 
such  points,  but  that  he  was  of  that  size  I  am 
convinced.    That  gUmpse  of  him  within  the  first 
five  minutes  was  all  we  had.    And  so  the  minutes 
passed  and  grew  into  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  while 
I  gave  him  the  butt  continuously,  the  presence  of 
a  bit  of  rough  water  immediately  below,  with  no 
chance  of  following  him,  rendering  this  a  necessity. 
However,  he  didn't  try  ;  instead,  he  sounded  the 
depths,  savagely  jerking  the  line  throughout.  His 
only  move  was  round  and  round  the  pool  in  a 
circuit,  possibly  some  forty  yards  across.  Twice 
he  tried  sulking,  and  each  time  it  seemed  I  had 
him,  as  by  pulling  all  I  knew  some  two  or  three 
yards  of  line  were  won  from  him.    Half  an  hour 
passed,  and  somehow  or  other  my  confidence  began 
to  wane,  as  the  capture  of  this  great  slow-moving 
brute    seemed    so    indefinitely    remote.  Forty 
minutes  came — forty  minutes  of  solid,  unremitting 
strain — ^and  then  for  the  first  time  in  my  angling 
experiences  the  uncomfortable  fact  forced  itself 
upon  me.    I  was  done  ;  my  muscles  were  incapable 
of  any  further  stram,  and  to  aU  intents  and  purposes 
that  fish-  was  my  master.    And  still  the  great 
sullen  fish  swam  slowly  round  the  depths  of  that 
pool,  jerking  his  head  savagely  all  the  time,  ap- 
parently unaffected  by  the  Mlhng  strain,  and  not 
an  inch  nearer  the  boat  in  spite  of  all  my  efforts. 
It  had  to  be  ;  the  stram  was  relaxed,  and  for  ten 
minutes  more  it  was  a  case  of  my  holding  on  and 
playing  him  as  well  as  I  could,  and  then  the  trace 
went  !     He  had  made  the  circuit  of  the  pool  for 
about  the  twentieth  time,  at  least,  so  it  seemed,  in 
the  slow,  ponderous  way  that  befitted  his  size, 
when,  after  a  number  of  unusually  savage  jerks, 
the  worst  happened.    I  woimd  up  with  shaking 
hands,  said  something,  told  my  man  to  go  down 
and  land,  and  thought  i    In  fact,  I  am  think- 
ing stiU ! 


Altogether  we  did  fairly  well  with  the  salmon. 
In  four  weeks,  several  days  of  which  wore  devoted 
to  trout  fishing,  and  Sundays  omitted,  we  had 
forty-three  fish,  besides  a  considerable  number  of 
sea-trout.  The  largest  salmon  was  441b.,  and  we 
had  upwards  of  half  a  score  more  from  2Ilb.  to 
361b.  Our  largest  sea-trout  scaled  just  on  51b., 
while  in  brown  trout,  of  which  we  caught  between 
two  and  three  hundred,  the  biggest  fish  was  just 
over  31b.  The  441b.  fish  was  129  centimetres  long, 
60in.  girth  at  the  dorsal  fin,  and  56^in.  at  the 
pectoral. 

Besides  the  great  disaster  above  narrated,  we 
had  several  others— 20-pounders  lost  at  the  gaff, 
and  one  fish  actually  escaped  after  being  gaffed,  the 
cast  breaking  and  leaving  the  fly  in  his  mouth. 
This  -specimen  was  found  dead  some  two  or  three 
days  afterwards,  and  weighed  then  only  171b.,  so 
that  in  life  it  could  not  have  been  much  more  than 
191b.  or  201b.  M.  R.  L.  White. 


THE  WINTEE  GEAYLING. 

By  "  Halcyon." 


There  are  several  reasons  why  this  handsome 
and  game  fish  has  of  late  years  been  so  greatly 
maligned  and  despised,  and  the  chief  of  them  are 
as  follows  : — Imprimis,  it  should  never  have  been 
included  amongst  coarse  fish  in  the  Mundella 
Freshwater  Fishery  Act ;  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  habits  and  value  of  the  grayling  naturally 
class  it  with  chub,  barbel,  dace,  et  hoc  genus,  on  this 
account  solely  ;  secondly,  a  great  many  sportsmen 
lay  aside  the  rod  for  the  gun  at  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, never  to  take  it  from  it?  winter  quarters 
until  the  March  Brown  and  fluttering  Blue  Duns 
once  more  lure  them  to  the  riverside — these  men  do 
not  know  the  grayling  when  at  it?  very  best,  wliich 
is  during  the  months  of  November  and  December. 
When  trout  fishing  during  April  and  May  an  angler 
hooks  many  grayling,  which  give  about  as  much 
play,  and  would  eat  as  well  if  retained,  as  a  trout 
would  during  the  winter  months,  but  let  him  hook 
the  same  fish  in  November  or  December  and  then 
he  would  soon  see  the  difference,  and  a?  regards 
its  edible  qualities  I  have  very  many  friends  who 
will  come  to  me  on  my  return  from  a  winter  fishing 
expedition  and  beg  for  a  brace  of  grayling,  who 
would  not  thank  me  for  a  trout. 

But  the  great  outcry  against  the  grayling  is  that 
where  introduced  it  immediately  wages  war  against 
the  trout :  this  I  deny  in  toto,  and  I  have  made 
grayling  and  grayling  fishing  my  special  study  for 
forty-five  years.  I  say  rather  that,  if  anything, 
the  boot  is  on  the  other  leg.  Now  let  us  look  into 
the  matter  closely  ;  in  the  first  place,  if  there  are 
any  tributaries  handy  trout  run  up  them  to  spawn, 
and  the  grayling  do  not  follow  them — ergo,  they  do 
not  get  at  much  trout  ova  ;  on  the  other  hand, 
grayling  always  spawn  in  the  main  river  at  the  very 
time  when  trout  are  most  voracious,  and  I  have 
witnessed  on  many  occasions  shoals  of  trout  busily 
engaged  in  picking  up  the  ova  as  soon  as  it  is  shed. 
Then,  again,  grayling  do  not  often  take  a  spinning 
bait,  although  they  do  so  occasionally  ;  trout,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  been  proved  to  eat  their  own 
fry,  so,  no  doubt,  they  will  annex  a  great  number 
of  infant  grayling. 

These  three  reasons  alone  will  suffice  to  prove 
the  truth  of  my  argument,  but,  if  further  evidence 
be  needed,  we  will  take  as  an  instance  the  case  of 
the  Tanfield  Angling  Club,  which  was  founded  some 
fourteen  years  ago.  At  that  time  the  grayling 
greatly  preponderated  over  the  trout,  but  since 
then  a  hatchery  has  been  erected,  and  about  5000 
yearling  trout  have  been  turned  into  the  river 
annually,  the  result  being  that  the  trout  at  the 
present  time  far  outnumber  the  grayling.  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  simply  this  :  where  there  is  one 
winter  fisherman  there  must  be  at  least  twenty 
who  prefer  plying  their  rods  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  but  who  do  not  know  the  delights 
of  grayling  fishing  on  clear,  sharp  November  or 
December  days.  Let  us  picture  such  an  expedition  ; 
the  best  plan  is  to  arrive  at  your  destination  on  the 
previous  evening  so  as  to  be  on  the  spot,  for  the 
days  are  short  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  have  to 
be  made  the  most  of.  Arising  at  7  a.m.,  you  find 
the  weather  just  right,  bright  and  frosty,  with  a 
sprinkling  of  rime  on  the  leafless  twigs  close  to  j'our 
bedroom  window  ;    a  good  substantial  breakfast. 


and  at  8.30  a.m.  you  are  all  ready  to  start  operations. 
The  outfit  consists  of  a  12ft.  whole  cane  rod,  ivith 
either  greenheart  or  lancewood  top,  and  upright 
rings  ;  a  Sin.  Nottingham  reel,  fitted  with  line- 
guard  and  optional  check  ;  and  40  yards  or  50  yards 
of  dressed  plaited  silk  line.  No.  1  size.  The  tackle  is 
a  3-yard  gut  cast,  3x,  No.  9  or  10  (Redditch  scale) 
fine  wire,  round-bend  hook  with  bent-out  shank, 
and  a  single  shot,  some  Sin.  or  lOin.  above  that  ; 
the  float  the  size  of  a  marble,  natural  cork  colour 
underneath,  and  painted  red  on  the  top,  this  being 
for  using  during  the  daytime,  but  when  the  last  hour 
of  the  day  has  come,  and  the  light  fades,  then  sub- 
stitute one  with  a  white  top,  as  it  shows  better.  A 
bag  of  well-scoured  gilt  tails  and  a  few  maggots 
completes  your  rig  out.  I  invariably  wade,  as  in 
low  water  you  can  reach  the  right  places  more 
easily,  but  it  is  quite  possible  in  some  "  s-wims  "  to 
reach  them  from  the  bank.  If  you  do  "  take  to 
the  water,"  be  sure  that  your  waders  are  per- 
fectly sound,  as  a  leak  is  a  very  different  matter  in 
winter  to  the  summer-time.  A  stout  knitted  wool 
jersey  should  be  worn  over  a  flannel  shirt,  and  your 
waistcoat  lined  with  flannel — then  you  ought  to  be 
proof  against  the  cold. 

There  is  a  large  boulder  in  the  glide  below  the 
old  familiar  stone  bridge  which,  to  the  angler  who 
has  known  the  water  for  many  years,  is  a  true  index 
as  to  the  most  likely  spots  to  select  to-day,  the 
others  may  be  skipped.  The  first  place,  therefore, 
we  will  essay  is  the  island  stream  below  the  afore- 
said glide.  Wading  carefully  to  the  slack  water 
between  the  sharp  stream  and  the  island,  you 
impale  a  bright,  coral-coloured  little  cockspur  worm 
and  despatch  him  on  his  mission.  The  first  swim 
proves  a  blank,  but,  on  the  second  journey,  the  tiny 
red  float  slants  sideways,  and,  upon  turning  your 
wrist,  you  feel  the  determined  pull  of  a  good  gray- 
ling. Down  stream  he  rushes,  the  reel  making  merry 
music  ;  do  not  hurry  him,  my  friend,  for,  unless 
hooked  through  the  nose,  the  side  portion  of  a 
grayling's  mouth  is  decidedly  tender.  Now  he  shows 
signs  of  caving  in,  but  it  is  only  for  the  moment,  for 
at  the  sight  of  the  landing-net  he  is  off  again  ;  now 
is  your  chance — there  he  is  safe  in  the  net  at  last, 
a  good,  honest  pounder.  Just  a  glance  of  admiration 
at  his  bright  silvery  side,  shot  with  pale  lilac  and 
green  sheen,  and  his  big  tortoiseshell  dorsal  fin,  and 
you  consign  him  to  your  creel  ;  just  a  taste  of 
Glenlivet  to  commemorate  the  first  fish.  The  fish 
are  well  on  the  feed  to-day,  and  out  of  that  first 
stream,  which  is  a  long  one,  you  basket  a  dozen 
grayling,  the  first  one  being  the  largest.  It  is  now 
midday,  and  the  sun  struggles  through  the  slight 
haze  which  has  gathered  since  the  start — surely  that 
was  a  rise,  you  watch  the  spot  intently,  and  once 
more  see  the  dimple  so  typical  of  the  rise  of  a 
grayling.  Let  us  wade  out  on  to  the  island,  and  for 
the  float  tackle  substitute  a  cast  of  flies  made  up 
as  under :— Tail  fly,  Bradshaw's  Fancy ;  first 
dropper.  Blue  Hawk,  with  apple -green  body  ; 
second  dropper,  quill-bodied  Waterhen  ;  third 
dropper.  Silver  Dun. 

For  an  hour  the  fish  take  the  fly  well,  chiefly 
the  tail  flj^  and  top  dropper,  and  then  the  sun 
retires  once  more  and  the  surface  of  the  water 
looks  cold  and  grey.  Take  off  your  fly  cast  and 
put  on  the  worm  tackle  once  more,  but  this  time 
with  the  white-topped  flyat ;  let  us  go  down  now 
to  the  Fir  Tree  Pool,  where  the  rattling  trout 
stream  gradually  terminates  in  a  deep  pool.  Com- 
mence where  the  water  is  about  2ft.  deep,  and 
swim  down  towards  the  deeper  water — ah,  that  is  a 
good  fish  ! — careful,  careful,  or  he  -nill  get  into 
the  roots  of  that  submerged  tree.  Do  not  give 
him  line,  but  give  and  take  by  a  gentle  movement 
of  your  wrist ;  now  he  heads  upstream.  Follo-n-  and 
keep  him  there  ;  now  is  your  time — bravo  !  that  is 
the  fish  of  the  day,  I'll  take  odds  !  But  make 
haste,  the  light  is  fading,  and  we  must  make  our 
catch  10  brace,  only  other  five  fish  to  get  and  then 
the  game  is  up  for  to-day.  That  is  the  twentieth 
fish,  my  boy  ;  now  reel  up  and  let  us  get  back  to 
the  comfortable  village  inn,  where  a  good  hot 
dinner  is  in  course  of  preparation  for  us. 

Many  hundreds  of  sucli  happy  days  as  I  have 
briefly  described  above  have  I  spent  on  Yore, 
\Vharfe,  Swale;  and  Eden.  Walking  briskly  from 
stream  to  stream  you  feel  as  warm  as  toast,  and 
when  you  return  to  town  and  your  friends  condole 
with  you  for  having  had  such  "  a  beastly  cold  day  " 
for  your  fishing,  you  turn  out  the  silvery  contents  of 
your  pannier,  and  inform  them  that  you  have 
thoroughly  enjoyed  your  day's  sport,  and  are  ready 
any  time  for  another. 
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COLONEL  THOENTON'S  SPOKTING 
TOUE  OVEE  ONE  HUNDEED 
YEAES  AGO.* 

SOME  NOTES  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON. 


In  his  capital  book,  "  Kings  of  the  Rod,  Rifle,  and 
Gun,"  published  in  1901,  "  Thormanby  "  gives  the 
best  general  account  we  have  of  celebrated  sports- 
men. Of  course.  Colonel  Thomas  Thornton  has  a 
prominent  place  in  it,  and  "  Thormanby's  "  account 
of  him  is  so  interesting  that  I  procured  a  copy  of 
the  Colonel's  book  in  order  to  reproduce  some  of 
the  illustrations,  and  give  some  notes  on  the  sport 
he  recorded. 

"  It  is  probably,"  says  "  Thormanby."  "  only 
as  the  author  of  '  A  Sporting  Tour  through  the 
Northern  Parts  of  England  and  Great  Part  of  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland '  that  Colonel  Thornton  is 
now  known.  The  book  ha  >  become  a  sporting  classic, 
but  the  famous  '  Tour  '  was  only  one  of  many 


of  field  sports.  On  coming  of  age  he  joined  his 
father's  old  regiment — the  West  Yorkshire  Militia — 
of  which  he  became  Colonel. 

Peepabations  for  the  Tour. 
The  most  elaborate  preparations  were  made  for 
his  great  expedition.  The  Highlands  of  Scotland 
had  at  that  time  been  but  little  explored  by  sports- 
men. In  a  former  excursion,  on  a  much  smaller 
scale,  Colonel  Thornton  had  occasion  to  lament  the 
want  of  an  artist,  so  on  this  tour  he  took  with,  him  a 
young  artist,  a  Mr.  Gerrard,  from  whose  paintings 
the  illustrations  in  his  book  were  made.  The  extent 
of  the  Colonel's  suite  and  the  magnitude  of  lus 
equipment  were  on  a  style  equally  liberal,  and 
included  two  boats  for  navigating  the  lakes  and 
fishing.  The  boats,  with  a  complete  camp  equipage, 
hawks,  dogs,  guns,  fishing-tackle,  and  every  article 
likely  to  be  wanted,  were  put  on  board  the  Falcon 
sloop,  engaged  for  the  expedition,  withja  master 
and  two  mariners.  For  land  travel,  in  addition  to 
the  horses,  there  were  the  gig  and  two  baggage 
waggons  ;   and  the  party,  which  consisted  of  the 


he  killed  it — a  fine  11 -pounder  as  "  yellow  as  a 
trout." 

Towards  Mindrum  Mills,  "  passing  by  a  very 
beautiful  river,  having  a  large  mill-dam,  we  stopped, 
and  adjusting  our  tackle,  made  an  attempt  to  fish." 
The  Colonel  caught  a  lovely  2-pounder,  he  says,  and 
saw  others  double  that  weight. 

LooH  Wacup. 

Next  morning  they  tried  to  fi.sh  Loch  Wacup,  but 
it  blew  such  a  hurricane  that  they  had  to  give  it  up, 
after  taking  only  a  small  perch  and  a  small  pike. 

Leaving  Coldstream  to  the  right  they  crossed  the 
Tweed  at  Kelso,  and  "  were  detained  a  few  minutes 
at  the  turnpike,  which  gave  us  a  very  favourable 
opportunity  of  admiring  a  healthy,  well-made, 
sousy  lassie,  whose  appearance  gave  Mr.  Parkhouse 
a  very  favourable  impression  of  Caledonian  beauty." 

The  Tweed. 
The  Colonel  speaks  very  favourably  of  the  beauty 
of  the  Tweed,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kelso.  On 
June  10  he  tried  above  the  town  for  trout,  but  the 


notable  sporting  episodes  in  a  life  full  of  racy ! 
incident.  The  Colonel  wa?  the  greatest  all-round  1 
sportsman  of  his  day— not  only  was  he  supreme 
with  rod,  rifle,  and  gun,  but  he  was  also  a  first-rate 
horseman,  both  with  hounds  and  on  the  racecourse, 
a  keen  fox-hunter,  a  past-master  in  falconry,  a  fine 
athlete,  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the 
fine  arts,  and  a  bon  vivant  of  the  first  water." 

Colonel  Thornton  was  born  in  London  in  1757, 
and  died  in  Paris  on  March  23,  1823.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  the  Charterhouse,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
went  to  the  University  of  Glasgow  ;  during  his  stay 
there  of  five  years  he  was  distinguished  for  his  love 

*  "  A  Sporting  Tour  through  the  Northern  Parts 
of  England  and  Great  Part  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland ;  including  remarks  on  English  and 
Scottish  Landscape,  and  General  Observations  on 
the  State  of  Society  and  Manners.  Embellished 
with  sixteen  engravings  by  Messrs.  Medland, 
Pouncy,  Landseer,  Peltro,  etc.,  from  Paintings 
made  on  purpose  by  Mr.  Gerrard."  By  Colonel  T. 
Thornton,  of  Thornville  Royal,  in  Yorkshire, 
London,  1804. 


Colonel  and  his  three  friends,  Messrs.  Gerrard, 
Parkhouse,  Ssrle,  and  Stewart,  with  a  valet,  groom, 
waggoner,  falconer,  boy,  and  other  servants. 

While  the  Falcon  was  making  her  way  round  from 
the  Yorkshire  Ouse  to  Forres,  the  Colonel  proceeded 
leisurely  by  land  to  Edinburgh,  and  then  on  to  the 
Spey,  fishing  and  shooting  as  he  went. 

The  Cocket  and  Tbviot. 

While  waiting  for  breakfast  at  Weldon  Mill,  he 
says  :  "  We  stopped  at  the  bridge  foot  and  rambled 
along  the  borders  of  the  beautiful  River  Cocket,  in 
good  condition  for  fishing,  could  we  have  spared 
time." 

In  the  "  pleasing  waters  of  the  Teviot "  the 
Colonel  "  raised  and  killed  a  few  tolerable  trout. 

.  .  .  When  fishing  the  last  stream,  I  hooked  a 
fish,  which  I  thought  of  great  magnitude,  and  took 
considerable  pains  to  kill  him,  but  he  proved  less 
than  I  had  imagined,  about  S^b.,  but  in  the  highest 
condition,  thick  to  the  very  fork,  and  yellow  as 
saffron,  as  all  these  trouts  are."  Next  morning 
early  he  had  his  trout  tackle  smashed  by  a  heavy 
fish,  which  he  conceived  was  a  pike  ;  in  the  evening 


water  was  uncommonly  low  and  clear,  and  he  only 
records  the  capture  of  a  few  small  fish.  He  says  : 
"  The  river  is  a  very  dangerous  one  to  the  fisher, 
being  full  of  shelves  and  rapid  streams,  so  that,  in 
the  eagerness  of  playing  a  fish,  should  he  lose  his 
feet,  he  must  be  hurried  immediately  into  a  very 
deep  and  dangerous  stream." 

I  can  confirm  what  the  Colonel  says,  as  I  found 
some  of  the  wading  on  the  Upper  Floors  water 
pretty  ticklish  work,  especially  in  the  best  trouting 
parts. 

Edinbtjkgh. 
"  We  had  scarcely  alighted  at  Dun's  Hotel,  the 
cleanest,  neatest,  and  best  furnished  in  any  country, 
when  I  was  accosted  by  my  old  friends,  the  Earl  of 
Glencaim  and  Sir  Thomas  Wallace,  and  receiving 
a  pressing  invitation  to  pass  the  time  I  stayed  in 
Edinburgh  with  them.  Ordered  two  large  chests  of 
biscuits,  several  Cheshire  and  Gloucester  cheeses, 
together  with  a  number  of  Yorkshire  hams,  rein""- 
deer,  and  other  tongues,  hung  beef,  etc.,  in  order  to 
be  amply  provided  for  a  large  party.  Also  laid  in 
about  seventy  pound  weight  of  fine  gunpowder,  shot. 
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etc.  Bought  an  additional  quantity  of  fishing- 
tackle,  with  six  or  seven  excellent  rods,  from  that 
ingenious  maker  McLean,  and,  having  provided 
divers  portable  gun  cases,  plaids,  and  other  neces- 
saries, the  baggage  waggons  were  ordered  to  be 
ready  to  set  forward  in  a  few  days,  by  Stirling, 
for  Raits." 

I  really  do  not  know^if  there  is  any  reprint  of  the 
Colonel's  book.  I  doubt  it ;  in  any  case,  I  can 
strongly  recommend  any  sportsman  who  can  get 
hold  of  the  1805  edition  to  do  so.  If  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
has  not  read  it,  I  hope  he  will  remind  me  to  lend  him 
my  copy,  a">  he  knows  so  much  of  the  ground  tra- 
velled over  by  the  Colonel  ;  he  could  probably 
guess  accurately  at  the  names  of  many  of  the  people 
referred  to. 

In  Edinburgh  he  had  a  very  jolly  time.  "  June  14, 
1786. — Paid  my  compliments  to  Lord  S.  and  Sir 
James  G.,  to  whom  I  lay  under  obligations  for 
former  acts  of  civility  and  kindness.  Both  these 
gentlemen  received  me  in  the  handsomest  manner, 
and,  from  the  latter,  I  received  permission  to  sport 
on  his  unbounded  estates.  Was  honoured  also  with 
a  similar  privilege  by  his  Grace  of  Gordon." 

Mrs.  Siddons  was  performing  in  Edinburgh  at  the 


time  of  Colonel  Thornton's  visit.  McLean  seems  to 
have  been  the  only  fishing-tackle  maker  mentioned 
by  him.  By  the  way,  he  refers  to  Prince's -street  as 
"  Princess  Street,  a  long  continued  line  of  regular 
stone  houses,  forming  the  southern  side  of  the  New 
Town." 

"  June  17.— Stopped  at  the  Kirk  of  Shotts,  but 
found  the  inn  so  bad,  and  the  whole  house  so 
inebriated,  that  we  did  not  take  off  the  horses  (for 
now  I  constantly  drove  the  tandem),  but  proceeded 
to  Holly  Town." 

Glasgow. 

Mr.  Parkhouse  and  Mr.  Gerrard  never  having  been 
at  Glasgow,  they  spent  a  day  or  two  there,  and  were 
astonished  at  the  universal  magnificence  of  the 
buildings  and  the  beauty  of  the  ladies  ;  they  were 
invited  to  a  ball,  the  dancing  astonished  them,  for 
they  were  "  scarce^  able  to  keep  sight  of  their  fair 
partners."  Aftersupper  the  ladies  retired  about  three ; 
the  gentlemen,  "  as  is  usual  in  the  North,"  remained 
to  pay  the  proper  compliment  of  toasting  their 
respective  partners,  and  the  Colonel  was  detained 
contrary  to  his  wishes  till  sir.  in  the  morning  and 
then  got  away,  leaving  the  majority  by  no  means  i 
disposed  to  retire. 

The  Colonel  on  Golf. 
On  June  21,  1786,  they  took  a  walk -to  the  Cheen 


where  "  the  gentlemen  resort  to  follow  their  favourite 
amusement,  the  game  of  Oolf,  which  is  universal 
throughout  Scotland.  It  is  a  wholesome  exercise 
for  those  who  do  not  think  such  gentle  sports  too 
trivial  for  men,  being  performed  with  light  sticks 
and  small  balls,  and  is  by  no  means  so  violent  an 
exertion  as  cricket,  trap-ball,  or  tennis." 

Pike  Fishing  at  Berduce  Loch. 
On  June  22  they  were  to  have  fished  Berduce 
Loch  by  permission  of  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Allan, 
but  a  hairdresser  who  had  been  sent  off  to  get  some 
pike  baits  returned  with  pickled  herrings,  and  so 
the  Colonel  gave  up  the  idea  for  that  day.  Next  day 
they  killed  two  perch  and  ten  pike.  The  Colonel 
says  that  two  friends  of  his,  fishing  with  fly,  had 
killed  on  this  lake  one  forty  and  the  other  forty- 
three  pike.  I  wonder  if  Berduce  Loch  still  holds  such 
store  of  pike  and  perch. 

Loch  Lomond  and  Salmon  Fishing. 

Fishing  round  the  Island  of  Inchmerin,  on  Loch 
Lomond,  the  Colonel  killed  eleven  trout,  the  best 
fish  about  31b. 

June  30. — Under  this  date  he  says  :  "  Recol- 
lecting the  salmon  I  had  seen  leaping  yesterday  at 


Bay,  but  without  success.  "  Not  easily  given  to 
despair,  trolled  it  a  second  time,  and  killed  a  shabby 
jack  of  31b."    There  was  "  little  or  no  curl  on  the 

water.'" 

i     Unless  my  memory  is  at  fault,  Thomas  Barker, 
j  in  his  "  Art  of  Angling  "  (1651),  two  years  before 
Walton's  book  appeared,  first  used  that  expression, 
"  a  curl  on  the  water,"  which  means  so  much  to  the 
Sainton,  trout,  and  pike  angler. 

July  1. — This  day  the  Colonel  "  hooked  a  famous 
fish.  At  that  instant  a  sharp  squall  came  on,  which 
took  the  sides  of  the  boat,  and,  I  believe,  would  have 
sunk  us,  had  we  not  fortunately  been  n(;ar  a  bank, 
which  runs  pretty  far  into  the  lake.  By  this  accident 
I  thought  I  had  lost  my  fish,  but  I  found  him  still 
fa-it,  and  one  of  the  boatmen,  by  my  orders,  jumping 
on  the  sandbank,  held  the  boat  till  I  killed  him  ; 
a  fine  white  trout  of  about  51b." 

The  Colonel  Kills  a  7lb.  Peech. 
After  basketing  a  lot  of  herring-size  trout,  the 
boatman  having  told  them  there  were  great  numbers 
of  perch  near  Sir  James'  Rabbit  island,  they  moved 
to  that  place,  and  between  them  in  less  than  two 
hours  with  worm  they  killed  not  less  than  ninety 


Island  of  Inchmeein,  Loch  Lomond. 
Colonel  Thornton  killing  a  wild  Iduck. 


the  Moss  of  Balloch,  at  the  mouth  of  Loch  Lomond, 
though  I  prefer  trout  fishing,  I  was  inclined  to  see 
what  might  be  done,  and  accordingly  rose  by  five, 
and  rode  sharply  on  to  the  Moss  of  Balloch,  where  I 
made  interest  with  the  master  of  the  fishery  to  be 
allowed  to  kill  some  salmon.  He  was  as  civil  as  I 
could  wish,  and  assured  me  the  river  was  full.  I 
therefore  began  my  operations,  and,  before  eight 
o'clock,  killed  five,  to  the  no  small  surprise  of  Mr. 
Gerrard.  One  of  them  weighed  41  lb.  ;  the  others 
from  221b.  to  91b.  Having  put  up  my  tackle,  and 
perfectly  satisfied  with  my  success,  I  returned  home 
as  expeditiously  as  possible,  and  very  much  as- 
tonished Mr.  P.  and  the  family,  unacquainted  with 
mine  and  Mr.  Gerrard's  early  excursion,  and  con- 
ceiving we  were  yet  in  bed." 

After  breakfast  they  went  out  fishing  again,  "  got 
into  the  boat,  and  having  our  rods  adjusted,  and 
some  pars  ready  for  trolling,  which  my  servant  had 
caught  at  the  edge  of  the  river,  while  I  was  fishing 
for  salmon,  I  baited  a  pair  of  snaphooks,  that 
might  serve  for  pike  or  large  trout.  But  sport  was 
poor,  only  a  21b.  trout  and  a  small  pike,  Mr.  Park- 
house  later  in  the  day  killing  a  31b.  trout  on  the  fly." 
One  of  our  pictures  shows  the  Colonel  bringing 
down  a  mallard,  and  his  dog,  "  Honest  Pero," 
jumping  into  the  water  to  retrieve  it.  In  the 
afternoon  they  trolled  the  whole  of  Cumstradder 


but  "  of  no  size."  Later,  when  passing  through  the 
straits  of  Loch  Lomond,  the  Colonel  kept  trolling 
with  dead  snap,  hoping  to  get  a  pike.  "  In  turning 
gently  round  a  dark  bay,  I  felt  a  fish  strike,  and 
ordered  the  boat  to  stop."  He  thought  he  had 
hooked  a  fish  of  great  magnitude,  and  after  a  good 
fight,  in  which  "  he  made  the  rod,  at  every  exertion, 
bend  to  the  water,"  he  was  got  into  the  landing-net, 
and  proved  to  be  a  perch  of  about  l\\h.  "  I  never," 
he  says,  "  saw  so  fine  a  fed  fellow,  and  what  gave 
him  additional  powers,  and  had  deceived  me,  was, 
as  I  found,  his  being  hooked  in  the  belly  part,  which 
gave  him  the  full  strength  of  his  head  and  tail.  Fish 
so  hooked  have  deceived  me,  and  no  doubt  many 
brother  anglers  before."  -  , 

I  have  heard  some  rather  high  and  mighty  fisher- 
men refer  sarcastically  to  the  term  "  brother 
angler,"  and  am  glad  to  see  its  use  sanctioned  by 
such  a  first-class  sportsman  as  the  Colonel.  When 
they  got  to  the  inn  at  Luss  in  the  evening,  the  Colonel 
"  got  the  portable  stilliards  to  weigh  my  perch, 
about  which  there  were  various  conjectures.  Mr 
Gerrard  guessed  he  might  be  under  81b.  ;  Mr.  Park- 
house  thought  he  might  be  more.  His  precise 
weight,  however,  was  71b.  3oz.,  or  thereabouts.  He 
was  very  thick  about  the  shoulders,  and  I  regret  I 
didnot  measure  him,  as  IneversawafishsoweUfed." 
(To  he  continued.) 
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EECOLLECTIONS  OF  PAST 
ANGLING  DAYS. 

By  Alfred  Jardine. 

When  I  reflect  on  the  many  happy  days  I  spent 
on  "  Darenth's  stream  "  when  a  lad,  and  since  then 
on  numberless  other  waters,  as  I  cast  my  "  mind's 
eye  "  over  the  seventy-nine  years  of  my  existence, 
time  appears  like  the  falhng  of  a  leaf  in  autumn, 
a  mere  "  sunbeam  "  on  a  winter's  day,  a  passing 
cloud  in  the  sky.  But  to  the  "  old  angler  "  with 
inclinations  to  fish  still  keen,  but  with  not  the 
strength  to  follow  the  delightful  recreation,  there 
yet  remains  the  memories  of  pleasant  days,  with 
glorious  Sport,  passed  in  the  companionship  of 
many  dear  friends,  most  of  them,  alas !  now 
passed  across  that  "  dark  river  "  whence  no  angler 
returns.  One  of  the  earhest  incidents  I  remember 
is  a  grand  take  of  trout  while  fishing  one  J\Iay 
day  in  that  part  of  the  River  Darenth  then  known 
as  "  The  Alders,"  above  Morby's  paper-mills.  A 
trout  was  rising  imder  the  boughs  overhanging 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  stream  ;  my  brother 
floated  a  "  cocked-wing  "  Gnat  over  the  fish,  for 


half  miles,  to  the  village  of  Darenth,  breakfast  at 
the  Chequers  Inn,  kept  by  a  jolly  "  boniface " 
named  Mackney,  and  his  comely  wife,  thence  up 
through  the  Alders,  past  South  Darenth,  Horton 
Kirby,  Farningham,  and  Eynsford,  to  Lullingstone 
Park— this  was  during  the  lifetime  of  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  baronet  (Sir  WiUiam  Hart 
Dyke). 

We  would  make  a  hearty  meal  at  one  of  our 
farmer  friends,  and  fish  the  best  water  on  our  way 
home  ua  the  evening.  In  the  earUer  part  of  the  day, 
we  frequently  "  spotted  "  a  large  trout  under  the 
canopy  of  an  overhanging  tree  or  bush  sucking  in 
flies — its  "  coign  of  vantage  "  bemg  unapproach- 
able by  daylight;  but  at  night  we  would  catch 
large  white  and  brown  bustard-moths,  and  "  dape  " 
over  or  through  the  tree  branches,  letting  the  live 
moths  flutter  on  the  water,  to  be  instantly  taken 
by  the  trout,  and  thus  we  often  caught  the  finest 
fish.  In  those  days,  when  the  Darenth  teemed 
with  trout,  we  felt  discontented  if  we  had  less 
than  six  or  seven  brace  in  each  of  our  creels 
on  reaching  home  to  a  late  supper,  and  well-earned 
repose  between  sheets  "smelling  of  lavender." 
This  lovely  river  maintained  the  reputation  down 
to  nearly  forty  years  ago  of  being  one  of  the  most 
prohfic  trout  streams  in  the  south  of  England, 
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Not  Caught  Yet ! 


[H.  L.  Rolfe. 


he  practised  "  dry-fly  fishing  "  seventy  years  ago. 
The  trout  was  hooked  and  played  to  our  side, 
but  I  had  left  the  landing-net  some  distance  up- 
stream, so  I  borrowed  a  frying-pan  at  a  cotta.ge 
near  the  bridge,  and  with  it  landed  the  trout,  a 
l|-poimder.  I  have  known  a  pike  to  be  landed  in 
an  opened  umbrella — the  edge  of  it  placed  under 
the  surface  of  the  water,  the  pike  "  towed  "  into 
the  umbrella  and  Hfted  ashore. 

It  was  when  a  boy  eight  years  old  that  I  caught 
my  first  trout — in  the  Darenth.  A  rule  rigidly 
observed  was  to  return  all  trout  under  ^Ib.  to  the 
river  ;  mine  weighed  l\oz.,  but  to  my  juvenile 
eyes  it  looked  much  larger,  and  I  wished  to  show 
my  capture  to  my  brother,  who  was  my  "  mentor  " 
and  guide  in  angling  ;  but  he  gave  me  a  thrashing 
for  keeping  an  under-size  fish,  which  had  this 
salutary  result,  I  never  afterwards  retained  a 
"  ^-pounder."  In  May,  1841,  when  fourteen  years 
of  age,  I  was  "  spinning  "  a  minnow  on  my  10ft. 
rod  in  the  deep  pool  of  the  Darenth,  near  the 
Phcenix  Mills,  and  it  fell  to  my  luck  to  hook  and  land 
a  epb.  trout  in  fine  condition.  Had  there  been 
facilities  then  for  getting  it  to  a  "  Cooper  "  or  a 
"  Sanders  "  that  trout  would  have  been  "  immor- 
taUsed  "  in  a  glass-case. 

In  those  happy  youthful  days  my  brother  and  I 
would  rise  at  daybreak,  fish  up  stream,  two  and  a 


but  now  it  is  infested  with  small  pike  and  other 
"  coarse  "  fish. 

It  was  in  the  LulUngstone  and  Eynsford  waters 
on  May  16,  1872,  that  my  brother  and  I  had 
splendid  sport.  We  kept  thirty-three  brace  of 
trout,  and  returned  several  of  ^Ib.  and  under  that 
weight.  Referring  again  to  my  "  AngUng  Diary," 
on  May  24,  1874,  I  fished  the  Wandle,  and  caught 
eight  trout  weighing  201b.  2oz.,  the  largest  of 
them  31b.  lOoz.  and  31b.  6oz.,  also  other  ten  fish 
weighing  121b.  8oz.  They  were  "  weighed  in  "  at 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  signed  for  by  J.  Lauder, 
secretary.  Another  record  day  of  fine  sport  I  had 
on  the  Ver,  Hertfordshire,  was  May  23,  1882— 
namely,  fourteen  trout,  181b.  3oz.,  the  largest 
2)b.  3oz.,  1  lb.  13oz.,  and  1  lb.  12oz.,  weighed  in 
at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  signed  for  by 
T.  Crumplen.  The  largest  trout  I  have  caught 
was  a  261b.  salmo  eriox  (that  is,  bull-trout),  in  the 
Galway  river,  Ireland.  On  this  occasion  the  Rev. 
J.  E.  Vaux,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  was  my  anghng  com- 
panion. The  fish  was  sent  direct  from  there  to 
London,  and  weighed  in  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
and  was  "  preserved  and  skilfully  set-up "  by 
S.  Sanders. 

I  always  gave  preference  to  fly-fishing  for  trout 
and  grayling  ;  my  largest  of  the  last-named  fish 
was  a  3|lb.  specimen  caught  with  May  Fly  in  the 


Avon,  Hampshire,  when  fishing  with  the  lato 
Mr.  T.  G.  Targett.  But  as  good  fly-fishing  (the 
choicest  of  all  sport)  became  extremely  and  in- 
creasingly difficult  to  obtain,  I  turned  my  atten- 
tion to  pike-fishing  as  a  substitute,  and  caught 
my  first  large  fish,  a  25-pounder,  November,  1874, 
when  my  old  friend,  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe,  piscatorial 
artist,  was  my  companion,  fishing  the  Dorsetshire 
Frome.  Since  then  I  have  captured  in  that  river 
pike  of  21  lb.,  221b.,  and  23ilb.  ;  also  on  Jan.  2 
and  3,  1882,  fishing  there  with  the  late  Mr.  John 
KnechtU,  we  caught  forty-five  of  these  fish,  of 
which  we  selected  and  brought  to  London  ten  onbj, 
weighmg  1501b.  ;  the  three  largest  of  them  weighed 
601b.,  and  are  to  be  seen,  mounted  in  one  case,  at 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  Others  of  my 
captures  were  a  21^1b.  pike  at  Sonning,  Thames, 
Jan.  5,  1877,  and  another  of  201b.  in  the  same 
waters  on  Jan.  3,  1878.  •  At  Petworth,  Sussex,  on 
Feb.  14,  1879,  and  March  8,  1880,  I  secured  fish 
of  2Ulb.  and  221b.  ;  also,  near  Chippenham,  Wilts, 
March  11,  1879,  a  pike  of  22ilb.,  and  Jan.  19, 
1884,  in  same  waters,  five  pike  of  231b.,  21  lb„  20^1b., 
19|lb.,  and  191b.  ;  also,  when  there  Feb.  15,  1887, 
with  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  S.  W.  Searle,  we 
had  fish  of  26 Jib.,  231b.,  and  221b.,  the  largest  one 
being  captured  by  Mr.  Marston.  And  on  Feb.  19, 
1896,  when  fishing  there  for  perch  with  gut 
paternoster  tackle  and  minnow  bait,  I  hooked  and 
landed  pike  of  201b.  and  181b.  ;  Mr.  Marston  was 
with  me  in  the  punt.  On  Feb.  24,  1877,  a  very 
tempestuous  day,  I  caught  a  361b.  pike  in  Mote 
Lake,  Maidstone,  Kent,  and  in  same  water  one  of 
221b.  and  19|lb.,  Nov.  25,  1888.  On  Feb.  23,  1882, 
a  fine  fish  of  31  lb.  "  succumbed  "  to  my  rod  and 
paternoster-tackle,  baited  with  a  small  dace,  at 
Fhle,  Sussex.  I  had  a  friend  fishing  with  me,  and 
our  united  "  catch "  that  day  was  over  thirty 
pike,  of  which  we  kept  twenty,  weighing  together 
1261b.  ;  a  perch  of  3^1b.,  which  took  a  dace  on 
snap-tackle,  another  perch  of  2|lb.,  and  four  others 
from  1  lb.  13oz.  to  1  lb.  3oz.  But  the  handsomest 
pike  I  have  ever  taken  I  captured  Sept.  4,  1879, 
at  Amersham,  Buckinghamshire.  It  weighed  371b. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  late  secretary  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  was  with  me  at  the 
time,  and  weighed  the  fish  ;  it  was  afterwards 
accredited  at  the  Gresham  Society,  and  a  cast 
made  of  it  by  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland,  for  his 
fish  museum.  South  Kensington.  Among  my 
many  friends  who  have  passed  away  were:  — 
Wm.  Pearce,  "  Father  "  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  ; 
Frank  Buckland,  Francis  Francis,  W.  H.  Rolfe, 
Francis  Day,  H.  Lee  (the  well-known  naturalist), 
W.  H.  Brougham,  Thomas  Sprickley,  John 
KnechtU,  Francis  Lemann,  Selwyn  Marriot,  J.  P. 
Wheeldon,  Alfred  Nuttall,  Thomas  and  George 
Gillett,  T.  Reilly,  etc.,  all  "  good  men  and  true." 
With  few  exceptions,  most  of  us  met  at  the 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883,  and 
previously  at  the  Norwich  Fisheries,  1881,  where  we 
thoroughly  maintained  the  reputation  of  London 
sportsmen,  that  they  are  "  social  and  joUy  men." 
May  those  who  remain  live  long  and  enjoy  good 
sport  with  rod  or  gun  ! 

Drink,  my  boys,  drink  to  the  sports  of  the  field, 

Drink  to  the  Rod,  Gun,  and  Stable, 
Each  to  its  devotee  pleasure  does  yield, 

Not  the  least,  our  glad  "  meet  "  round  the  table. 
Let  each  drink  a  glass 
To  his  favourite  lass, 
I  hope,  sixty  long  years,  they  together^may  pass. 

How  joyous  to  Hunter's  the  sound  of  the  horn, 

To  the  "  lads  of  the  trigger  " — the  whirring 
Of  pheasant  from  thicket — or  partridge  from  com  ; 
To  the  angler,  his  bright  brass  winch  "  birring." 
Chorus,  again, 
We  agree  in  the  main. 
So  rattle  the  rafters,  'til  all  ring  again. 

Each  brother's  accorded  his  favour'd  pursuit, 

Success  to  his  honest  endeavour. 
Be  it  hunting,  or  shooting,. or  hooking  a  trout. 
The  sports  of  Old  England  for  ever  : 
For  Nimrod,  hurrah  ! 
For  Ramrod,  hurrah  ! 
For  trout-rod  and  tackle,  another  hurrah  ! 
May  our  hearts  be  of  happiness  full  as  our  creels' 

For  our  journey  through  life  it  will  sweeten. 
One  "toast"  ere  we  part — fill  a  bumper,  no  "heels," 
"  Here's  to  our  next  Christmas  meeting !  " 
Chorus,  again. 
We  agree  in  the  main. 
And  now  it  is  time  we  were  "  toddhn'  hame." 
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BARTLEET&SONS  hoor  works 

■  ESTABLISHED  1745. 


Established  1750. 


26    GOLD    AND    PRIZE    MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Well-known  Spinners  at  a  Popular  Price. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON), 

Manufacturers  of  every  description  and  pattern  of 

FIRST-CLASS  FISH  HOOKS. 
|SINGLE  AND  DOUBLE  FLY  HOOKS, 

Taper   Shan  lis   and.  Eyed. 

\HALL'S  "SNECKEY  LIMERICK,"  and  other  Eyed  Fly  Hooks 
as  originally  introduced  by  us~a  speciality. 

EVERY    VARIETY  OF 

\S ingle.  Double,  and  Treble  Hooks  for 
Bait  Fishing. 


"RICHMOND- 
SPINNER. 


"ABBEY  MILLS' 
SPINNER. 


LATEST  NOVELTY. 


THE    "GRAVITY"  MINNOW. 

(Crosses  Patent  10,166). 


OTHER  SPECIALITIES. 

THE   "PIERREPONT"   BAIT  (Regd.). 


EYED  FLY  BOX 

(In  Art  Metan. 


|LINES,  FLIES,  SWIVELS,  REELS,   AND  ALL 
KINDS  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

\Hutchinson  and  Son's  Hooks  can  bo  obtained  from 
any  Fishing  Tactile  0ea/er. 

Anglers  should  ask  for  Hutchinsons',  the  only  genuine 
Kendal  Fish  Hooks. 


WINTER 
ANGLING 
SPECIALITIES 

The    "Favourite"  Whole 
Cane  Pike  Rod.    Very  light, 

powerful,  beautifully  finished. 
9,  10,  11  ft.,   15s.  6d. 
Extra  Top,  21S. 
With  Double  Cork  Grip-All,  and 

extras,  25s. 
Suitable  Reels  and  Lines  for  above. 


"ARCHER"  CAST  CASE. 


REGD.  LINE  DRYER, 
COLLAPSIBLE. 


Built  Cane  Pike  and  Spin- 
ning* Rods,  Elegant  in  balance 
and  hnish.    2  Tops. 

lift.,  £4.     12ft.,  £4  lOS. 
Steel  Centres,  20S.  extra. 


All  Pi  he  Fislihiff 
Beijuisites  at  very 
Moderate  Prices. 


'ARCHER 
JARDINE"  LEAD- 


Built  Cane 
Pike  and  Spinning  Eod 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


TheV- Favourite'' 
Whole  Cane  Pike  Rod. 


FISH  HOOKS,  RODS,  REELS,  &  TACKLE  of  every  Description,  for  all  Parts  of  tlie  World- 

EVERY    REQUISITE   FOR    SEA  ANGLERS. 

The  "Archer"  Trade  Mark  is  a  Guarantee  of  the  Highest  Quality. 

(WHOLESALE  ONLY). 


-  wnoie  cane  Pike  Rod. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD 

PUIville  Gates,  Cheltenham. 

9  GOLD  AND  OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 
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PIKE   FISHING   PAST  AND  PRESENT. 


LANDING  THE  PIKE  OP  1800. 
(From  an  old  eiiyraving.) 


LANDING  THE  PIKE  OF  1900. 
(From  a  photograph  by  Mr.  Vames  Temple. 
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THE  FLY- FISHERMAN  AND  THE  AMATEUR  PHOTOGRAPHER. 


OuK  old  friend,  Mr.  T.  Bowater  Vernon,  sent  me 
the  other  day  as  a  Christmas-card  a  photograph 
of  a  charming  bit  of  angler's  scenery — there  is  no 
bad  angler's  scenery,  but,  like  port,  some  is  so 
much  better  than  other.  It  seems  Mr.  Vernon  got 
snapped  by  accident  almost  (as  will  be  seen  from 
the  amateur  photographer's  account  of,  the  affair). 
I  Uked  the  picture  so  much  that  I  asked  Mr.  V., 
who  figures  in  it,  if  I  could  have  it  for  the  Fishing 


mately,  although  ,  delicately,  connected.  —  R.  B. 
Mabston.  r 

Mr.  Claude  de  Neuvillo,  who  took  the  photo, 
thus  refers  to  its  genesis  : — 

"  Everything  Has  an  Origin— Even 
This  Print. 
"  Place  :  The  River  Mole,  below  Leatherhead 
Station  (L.  &  S.W.R.). 


F.-F. :  '  What !    In  this  light  ?  ' 

A.  P. :  '  Yes,  I  never  work  under  other  conditions. 


A.  P. 
F.-F. 
A.  P. 


(Each  choose  the  same  spot  for  work.) 
'  Are  you  aware  you  figure  in  my  picture  ? ' 
'  I've  no  objection,  if  you  haven't.' 
'  Very  well,  please  keep  perfectly  still  for 
three  seconds.    Thanlcs  !  ' 
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xazette,  and  he  kindly  landed  it  for  me.  I  am  sure  it 
wll  make  many  an  angler  think  of  pleasant  days 
;one  and  hope  for  pleasant  days  to  come.  Mr. 
i^ernon  has  served  a  long  apprenticeship  in  Wandle 
;rout  fishing,  and  I  am  sorry  for  the  trout  which 
ises  to  take  that  fly  coming;  down  so  naturally — 
le  will  soon  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  angler 
>a  the  bank,  for  the  fly  and  the  angler  are  inti' 


Persons  present  [arriving  simultaneously):  F.-P., 
Fly-Fisherman  ;  A.  P.,  Amateur  Photographer. 
Time :    5.45  p.m. 
Weather :  Dull,  damp,  but  atmospheric. 

F.-F. :  '  Is  this  a  good  trout  stream  ? ' 
A.  P. ;  'I  don't  know  ;  I'm  not  a  fisherman— just 
going  to  take  a  photograph,' 


{That  beauliful  trout  did  likemse  ;  even  refused 
to  bite/) 
***** 


A.  P. 
F.-F. 

A.  P. 


;  ^  By-the-bye,  can  you  oblige  with  a  light  ?  ' 
'  Here's  my  card,  and  I  should  feel  obliged,' 
etc.,  etc. 

'  Certainly,  with  pleasure.  Good  evening  ' 
{The  A.  P.  caught  the  6.10  for  home.)" 
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ON  SHAKESPEAEE'S  AVON. 

Bream  have  always  been  a  fatal  fish  for  me — I 
have  had  my  successes  among  roach,  red-letter  days 
with  pike,  and  particvilarly  good  times  w-ith  dace, 
but  bream  I  have  been  absolutely  unable  to  catch. 

I  have  fished  be,tween  two  friends  on  the  bank 
of  a  slow-flowing  feeder  when  they  have  been 
catching  bream  every  three  or  four  minutes,  but 
not  a  solitary  specimen  could  I  touch,  and  a  few 
miserably  small  roach  rewarded  my  efforts.  Conse- 
quently when  an  invitation  arrived  from  a  friend 
to  join  him  for  a  long  week-end  at  his  cottage  on 
Shakespeare  s  Avon,  for  an  attack  on  the  mighty 
bream  well  known  to  haunt  its  placid  waters,  though 
I  was  only  tou  happy  to  accept,  it  was  with  grave 
doubts  as  to  the  ultimate  result  of  the  aforesaid 
attack. 

A  short  run  through  the  Black  Country  landed 
me  in  the  great  Midland  manufacturing  centre  with 
plenty  of  time  in  hand  before  the  departure  of  the 
train  for  the  scene  of  our  operations. 

As  this  train  passes  through  thickly-populated 
suburbs  on  its  way  out,  it  is  a  very  crowded  one, 
and,  after  securing  a  seat  for  friend  and  self,  it  was 
interesting  to  watch  the  scurry  and  bustle  going  on. 

As  the  time  for  departure  drew  near,  one's  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  a  series  of  young  fellows  who 
came  dashing  down,  generally  burdened  with  an 
assortment  of  parcels,  and  wildly  searching  for 
tradesman's  boys  with  further  collections  for  them. 
These  are  known  to  the  cognoscenti  as  "  week- 
enders," and  a  word  about  them  may  not  be  out 
of  place. 

For  some  years  now  the^-  number  has  been 
gradually  increasing,  and  tiie  stretch  of  Avon 
ranging  from  Evesham  to  Stratford  has  become 
particularly  favoured  as  a  resort.  A  certain  number 
of  them,  from  two  upwards,  club  together  and  rent 
a  cottage  as  near  to  the  river  as  possible  ;  the  rent 
is  not  a  serious  item,  and  the  furnishing  is  contri- 
buted to  by  all  concerned,  and  let  it  be  said  at  once 
the  results  in  many  cases  are  happy  in  the  extreme. 
An  oak  dresser  is  picked  up  here,  a  comfortable 
chair  or  a  sporting  picture  there  (for  all  participating 
are  on  the  look-out),  and  so  the  furniture  is  gathered 
together  at  little  expense,  and  according  to  the 
tastes  of  the  users.  And,  mind  you,  no  fair  weather 
birds  are  these,  by  no  means  is  this  carried  on 
through  the  summer  and  dropped  in  the  winter — 
oh  dear  no  ;  I  know  of  many  of  these  parties  who 
have  become  so  attached  to  this  hfe  that,  unless 
something  very  important  is  on,  they  can  be  found 
at  their  cottage  week  after  week  throughout  the 
year. 

So  popular  has  this  become  that  a  cottage  can 
hardly  now  be  had  for  love  or  money.  And  what 
an  excellent  thing  is  this  week-ending  for  young 
fellows  leading  a  sedentary  hfe  during  the  week, 
to  dash  ofiE  into  the  country,  don  well-worn  and 
comfortable  clothes,  and  fill  their  lungs  with  fresh 
air,  and  strengthen  their  muscles  with  such  grand 
exercises  as  swimming  and  boating. 

And  these  by  no  means  exhaust  the  possibilities — 
the  broad,  steady -flowing  river  affords  good  sailing  ; 
rabbit-shooting  is  often  to  be  had  from  a  friendly 
farmer  ;  more  than  one  house  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  our  week-enders  are  welcomed  bosusts  a 
tennis-court,  and,  what  more  nearly  concerns  us, 
good  coarse  fishing  is  provided  by  the  river,  as 
shall  be  presently  shown.  In  the  evenings  there  is 
music  (for  many  of  these  cottages  boast  a  piano), 
and  the  best  of  good  fellowship  prevails — truly  a 
fine  thing  is  this  week-ending  for  young  city  men. 

A  run  of  some  hour  and  a  half  brings  us  to  our 
destination,  a  sleepy  little  village  in  the  Vale  of 
Evesham,  and  a  walk  of  about  a  mile  through  an 
extensive  hop-field  brings  the  river  and  my  host's 
cottage.  A  truly  delightful  cottage  it  is,  with  its 
vine  and  rose-covered  walls,  its  beautiful  httle  rose- 
garden,  where  the  "  Madame  Abel  Chatenay  "  and 
"  Souvenir  de  Pierre  Netting,"  among  others, 
arrest  the  eye  with  their  glorious  bloom.  In  front 
of  this  is  a  sloping  lawn,  with  its  white  posts  and 
chains,  leading  to  the  tiny  landing-stage  and  the 
river,  anchored  in  which  is  the  centre-board  sailer, 
in  which  so  many  pleasant  hours  have  been  spent. 
Truly  a  delightful  spot  ! 

A  word  with  the  cheery  native  who  lives  handy, 
and  whom  we  learn  has,  according  to  instructions, 
baited  up  two  or  three  likely  holes,  and  we  arrange 
to  make  a  start  in'the  morning  at  4.30  a.m.  Leave 
nothing  to  chance  and  have  a  cut  at  'em  early  is  my 


idea,  for  bream  I  am  determined  to  catch  or  perish 
in  the  attempt. 

Over  the  morning's  proceedings  we  will  draw  a 
veil,  also  the  following  morning ;  at  the  same  time, 
suffice  it  to  say  that  a  few  roach  were  our  sole 
reward  for  some  most  industrious  angling  we  put 
in,  and  my  most  unselfish  and  delightful  of  host's 
face  wore  a  worried  look,  for  dearly  would  he  have 
loved  to  "  show  me  some  sport,"  but,  apparently, 
the  fates  are  against  us  for  the  bream  are  clearly 
off  the  feed.  And  now  our  last  day  has  arrived,  and 
4.30  a.m.  again  finds  us  at  it,  but,  alas!  breakfast- 
time  comes  and  still  no  "  brim." 

Over  our  meal— bacon,  delicious  fresh  eggs  and 
fragrant  coffee,  cooked  by  ourselves,  and  done  justice 
to  as  one  can  do  justice  under  such  circumstances — we 
discuss  matters,  and  my  host  decides  to  sail  up  to 
the  next  village  in  search  of  J)rovisions  for  dinner, 
while  I  make  up  my  mind  to  have  one  last  try  for 
the  delusive  bream. 

At  9.30  a.m.  I  am  settled  in  the  punt  (which  I 
have  tied  to  the  rushes  at  my  back)  in  the  extensive 
weir  pool,  the  sun  is  streaming  full  on  my  face,  and 
so  hot  is  it  that  I  dispense  with  my  coat,  and  it  is, 
I  am  afraid,  with  faint  hope  that  I  commence 
operations,  particularly  as  this  is  not  a  spot  that 
has  been  baited  up,  though,  truly,  our  baiting  has 
availed  us  little  as  yet. 

My  tackle  consists  of  a  14ft.  light  but  stiff  cane 
rod,  stained  dark  green,  a  thin  di-essed  silk  Une,  and 
a  fine  gut  cast  three  yards  long,  the  last  yard  of 
which  is  fine  drawn  and  stained  brown. 

The  float  is  a  good-sized  porcupine  quill,  carrying 
two  medium-sized  shot,  the  lowest  of  which  is 
placed  2ft.  from  the  hook,  these  2ft.  being  allowed 
to  lie  on  the  bottom. 

The  bait  is  stewed  wheat,  surely  the  most  whole- 
some and  cleanly  to  use  of  all  baits  for  float-fishing, 
and  a  great  favourite  on  this  water,  where,  indeed, 
hardly  anything  else  is  used  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  depth  is  about  10ft.,  and  the  float  settles 
down,  leaving  about  an  inch  above  water ;  five 
minutes  go  by,  and  the  float  sharply  dips,  the 
strike  follows,  and  No.  1,  which  proves  to  be  a 
roach  of  ^Ib.,  is  landed.  Hardly  have  I  settled 
down  again  before  the  float  shows  signs  of  uneasi- 
ness, a  sort  of  tremble  goes  through  it  twice,  and 
then  it  starts  to  go  under:  just  as  it  disappears  I 
strike,  and  at  once  it  is  evident  that  it  is  no  roach 
this  time  ;  the  fish  bores  heavily  towards  the 
middle  of  the  pool,  and  into  the  very  deep  water, 
down,  down  until  the  point  of  the  rod  nearly  touches 
the  water,  a  few  yards  of  line  are  given  out  and 
gradually  recovered,  and  my  heart  is  in  my  mouth 
as  I  think  of  that  fine-drawn  gut. 

All  is  quite  sound  however,  and,  keeping  an  even 
strain  and  not  hurrying  matters  (which  to  my 
thinking  is  the  essence  of  this  fishing),  he  is  gradually 
tired  out  and  brought  towards  the  lop — not  yet, 
however,  is  he  done  ;  he  performs  a  heavy  rolling 
gambol,  showing  his  broad-bronzed  side,  and  down 
he  goes  again.  Grasping  the  net  I  bring  him  up 
again,  shp  the  net  under,  and  the  next  moment  he 
is  thumping  on  the  bottom  of  the  punt,  and  my 
spell  of  bad  luck  with  bream  is  at  last  broken. 

In  the  pink  of  condition  he  is,  4|lb.  in  weight, 
and  his  firm  golden  sides  and  the  gleaming  yellow 
of  his  eyes  protest  strongly  against  the  oft-ex- 
pressed opinion  that  a  bream  at  the  best  is  but  a 
soft,  slimy,  and  muddy  brute,  not  worth  angling  for. 
But  not  a  moment  must  be  lost.  "  Brim  "  are  on, 
and  in  goes  the  bait  ;  another  five  minutes,  another 
capture,  21b.  this  time  ;  later,  a  further  heavy  fish, 
surely  it  is  a  leviathan  this  time  ;  visions  of 
"  Cooper  "  rise,  and  eventually  he  is  hauled  out, 
and  51b.  is  his  weight,  not  a  record  fish  by  any 
means,  but  still  a  grand  bream.  And  so  the  sport 
goes  on  under  the  glaring  sim  (conditions  which 
are  generally  considered  anything  but  favourable), 
and  I  am  engaged  with  another  "  whacker  "  when, 
happening  to  look  up,  I  notice  a  boat  which  has 
just  been  run  down  the  ways  from  the  river  above 
and  is  being  launched  in  the  weir  pool.  Three 
dainty  maids  take  their  seats,  when  suddenly  they 
catch  sight  of  what  is  going  on — oh !  the  excitement 
and  interest  on  their  part  (and  oh!  the  pride  in 
your  heart  at  being  caught  at  such  a  moment, 
"  You  arrant  humbug  I  "  says  my  host  after- 
wards)— and  when  Master  Bream  is  duly  landed 
nothing  will  please  their  ladyships  but  that  they 
shall  scull  right  alongside  my  punt  to  view  the 
captures  !  They  are  delighted,  and  so  am  I  ;  but, 
alas !  pride  goeth  before  a  fall,  and  when  they  have 
gone  fish  as  I  may,  unintentionally  their  splashing 


has  driven  the  shoal  awav,  and  not  another  can 
I  get. 

Still  I  hope  I  am  no  fish  hog,  and  three  hours 
such  as  I  have  had  should  satisfy  any  coarse  fisher- 
man for  one  day,  and  so  the  punt  is  paddled  to  the 
side,  and,  with  the  help  of  the  smiling  native,  the 
sackful  is  carried  to  the  cottage  and  the  fish  are 
laid  in  the  shade,  and  the  best  found  to  weigh  5lb., 
51b.,  4Jlb.,  4ilb.,  and  3|lb.  respectively. 

When  my  host  returns,  his  look  of  astonishment 
is  something  to  be  remembered,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing having  missed  it  himself,  nothing  could  exceed 
his  pleasure  at  my  having  had  sport,  for  truly  is  he 
the  kindliest  and  cheeriest  of  good  pals  and  best  of 
good  sportsmen.  Line  Runner. 


WANTED  DETAILS. 


From  time  immemorial,  what  with  one  expert 
telhng  us  to  be  sure  and  do  what  another  has  told 
us  not,  there  are  occasions  when  I  sometimes 
think  a  novice  must  feel  weary  in  seeking  for  reliable 
information  that  he  can  act  upon  ;  contributors 
who  have  told  us  many  things  we  did  not  want  to 
know,  and  very  often  never  mentioned  those  we 
did.  One  thing  I  specially  noticed:  when  they 
failed  one  heard  very  little  about  it.  Says  one  : 
"  On  that  memorable  occasion  I  caught  301b.  of 
roach,  not  one  of  which  weighed  under  ^Vo."  Another 
says  :  "I  caught  twelve  roach  in  grand  condition 
that  weighed  171b." 

Experts,  of  course  ;  but  not  a  single  remark  did 
they  make  about  what  rod  was  used,  long  or  short, 
tight  or  running  line,  float  or  leger  tackle,  bait, 
and  no  information  about  the  temperature  or  the 
height,  depth,  or  state  of  the  weather  and  water. 

They  succeeded,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  they 
were  so  eager  to  let  everybody  know  it,  they  gave 
far  too  much  attention  to  the  general  effect,  and 
lost  sight  of  most  important  details.  The  dreary 
descriptions,  miserable  stories,  uninteresting  expe- 
riences and  wretched  incidents  attendant  on  un- 
satisfactory jaunts  that  I  have  waded  through  to 
gain  a  little  practical  information  is  not  pleasant  to 
think  about. 

Roach  fishing. — "  In  capturing  this  splendid  bag 
of  roach,  I  used  an  18ft.  rod  and  running  line,"  says 
another. 

I  know  nothing  more  difficult  for  a  novice  than 
to  use  such  gear  with  success,  and  there  were  no 
instructions  given  how  this  was  to  be  accomplished. 
A  bit  of  match  about  an  inch  in  length,  to  suit  the 
depth  one  wishes  to  fish,  and  wound  up  tightly  to 
the  top  ring  of  the  rod,  is  a  great  aid  •  to  successful 
striking,  and,  so  far  as  this  is  concerned,  it  is  the 
nearest  approach  that  I  know  to  the  Lea  style.  It 
was  not  mentioned  because  it  was  probably  not 
used.  No  description  of  his  rod  was  given  or  how 
it  was  manipulated,  and  one  had  to  guess  what 
sort  of  reel  he  used,  and  where  it  was  fixed,  whether 
he  disjointed  his  rod  or  no  ;  what  swims  he  operated 
upon,  and  how  he  landed  heavy  fish.  If  a  Uttle 
more  attention  was  given  to  details  and  a  little  less 
to  useless  descriptions,  rigmarole,  and  self-glorifica- 
tion, there  can  be  no  question  that  many  anglers 
would  reap  the  benefit. 

A  contrast. — What  two  scientific  roach  fishermen 
say  re  paste: — "I  like  to  use  a  pellet  of  white 
paste  on  the  point  of  my  hook  about  the  size  of 
a  Beecham's  pill."  "  In  winter,  my  favourite  bait 
for  roach  is  a  pellet  of  white  paste,  and  in  summer 
(for  a  change)  a  pellet  of  bread  and  bran  about 
the  size  of  a  hazel  nut,  well  kneaded  until  it  is 
very  adhesive." 

I  know  one  first-rate  roach  fisherman  who  swears 
by  the  former  bait. 

In  these  cases,  the  novice  has  definite  information 
to  act  upon,  and  can  find  out  by  actual  experience 
which  he  considers  the  best  bait  for  good  roach.  , 

Old  Angler. 


THE  MISTLETOE  BOUGH. 

The  quantity  of  mistletoe  that  is  imported  into 
England  every  Yuletide,  says  a  writer  in  the  Christ- 
mas Number  of  the  Penny  Magazine,  runs  into 
several  thousands  of  tons,  and  Normandy  is  by 
far  the  largest  producer.  Brittany  also  sends  us 
huge  quantities,  and  the  combined  supply  keeps 
several  steamers  busy  carrying  the  mistletoe  to  our 
shores. 
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ilofes  from  i\}e  ^oxl^. 


The  floods  have  now  subsided,  and  fish  have  been 
getting  on  to  the  spawning-beds,  although 'it  is 
feared  that  considerable  damage  has  already  been 
done  to  the  deposits  made  prior  to  the  spate. 

During  the  recent  rise,  in  the  Don  and  Spey 
particularly,  migratory  fish  were  sent  far  adrift  at 
times.  Most  of  these  the  bailiffs  tried  to  recover, 
but  the  average  agricultural  labourer  could  not  be 
expected  to  resist  a  bit  of  salmon  picked  up  in  his 
kailyard. 


The  banks"of  the  Spey  have  suffered  more  than 
any  other  stream  ;  and  several  landslips  have  taken 
place  along  the  railway  embankment,  owing  to  the 
sudden  rise  and  rapid  subsidence. 


The  Messrs.  Pirie,  who  lost  the  Don  case  in  the 
House  of  Lords  recently,  have  just  settled  the 
contracts  for  electric  power  to  relieve  the  abstraction 
of  as  much  water  as  is  necessary  to  keep  the  normal 
level  as  prescribed  by  the  Court.  The  installation 
is  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 


At  the  Lerwick  Sheriff  Com-t  last  week,  Heinrich 
Kluver  and  several  others  were  fined  for  illegal 
trawling  within  the  prescribed  limits. 


"  Feeding  time  "  is  the  most  interesting  period 
of  the  day  to  be  at  the  Nigg  Hatchery.  There  are 
about  600  large  plaice  in  the  90ft.  pond,  and  on  the 
appearance  of  the  attendant  with  the  bucket  of 
shelled  mussels,  the  commotion  in  the  water  is 
ismply  amazing. 


Some  folks  are  hard  to  please.  Most  people  think 
that  the  Dvike  of  Fife's  most  handsome  and  generous 
gift  to  Banff  and  Macduff  would  have  given  the 
natives  immense  delight,  but  there  are  not  a  few, 
both  in  Macduff  and  Banff,  that  fear  the  heavy 
rate  that  will  be  needed  for  the  up-keep. 

The  half-mile  of  angling  water  that  goes  with 
the  gift  should,  if  properly  managed,  prove  a 
source  of  perpetual  income,  and  a  draw  to  the  dis- 
trict, for  there  are  few  better  or  earlier  spots  for 
brown  trout  than  the  Duff  House  waters. 

Special  Scotch. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


The  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  on  Saturday 
last  (Dec.  1)  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harewood  taking  the  chair.  The 
other  members  of  the  Board  present  were  : — Lord 
Deremore,  Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quinton,  Colonel  J.  W. 
Lodge,  Hon.  G.  E.  LasceUes,  Colonel  R.  F.  Meysey- 
Thompson,  Captain  M.  Dunnington-Jefferson,  Major 
J.  W.  Dent,  Mr.  H.  W.  Royston,  Mr.  J.  W.  Morkliill, 
Mr.  C.  O.  Hill,  Mr.  A.  F.  Burton,  Mr.  J.  Melrose, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  Captain  W.  H.  Key,  and  Mr.  J.  E. 
Jones  (secretary).  The  following  sent  letters  regret- 
ting their  inability  to  attend  : — -Rev.  W.  H.  Higgins, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Anderton,  Mr.  A.  R.  Empson,  Colonel  P. 
Saltraarsh,  and  Lord  Knaresborough.  The  Hon. 
G.  E.  Lascelles  reported  the  committee's  recom- 
mending the  prohiuition  of  netting  for  coarse  fish, 
the  close  time  for  pike,  and  the  application  of  the 
Leeds  Amalgamated  Anglers  for  coarse  fish.  He 
said  it  was  unanimously  decided  by  the  committee 
that  a  bye-law  should  be  passed  prohibiting  the 
netting  of  coarse  fish,  and  with  regard  to  the  close 
time  for  pike  the  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that 
the  order  of  that  Board,  exempting  the  pike  from 
the  coast  line,  should  be  rescinded.  It  had  been 
pointed  out  that  that  need  not  interfere  at  all  with 
the  rights  of  those  gentlemen  who  were  proprietors 
of  rivers  in  which  there  were  trout  of  clearing  their 
rivers  from  pike  when  they  were  so  inclined.  It  was 
considered  that  pike  were  sporting  fish,  and  that 
it  was  desirable  that  the  close  time  should  apply  to 
pike  as  to  other  fish^ — namely,  from  March  15  to 
June  15.  With  regard  to  the  application  of  the 
angling  clubs  for  coarse  fish,  it  was  a  difficult  matter, 
but  it  was  thought  that  instead  of  providing  the 
association  with  fish  it  was  advisable  to  give  them 
a  grant  of  money  on  the  understanding  that  they 
spent  an  equal  sum  in  stocking  the  waters.  Mr. 
Royston,  on  behalf  of  the  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  had  stated  that 
the  members  of  that  body  were  agreeable  to  the 
suggestion.  One  of  the  motives  which  induced  the 
committee  to  grant  money  to  the  clubs  was  that 
the  coarse  fishers  had  felt  for  some  time  that  they 
could  not  take  out  licences  for  trout-fishing,  because 
they  received  practically  nothing  from  the  Board's 
licences.  By  making  grants  to  the  eleven  clubs  in 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  it  would  show  them 


that  the  Fishery  Board  was 'willing  to~assist  them 
in  the  preservation  of  their  waters,  and  to  get  some- 
thing from  their  licences.  They  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  eleven  clubs  should  receive  £15 
this  year,  and  that  other  clubs  who  should  apply 
should  be  dealt  with  on  their  merits. 

Captain  Durmington-Jefferson  said,  in  arriving 
at  that  grant,  the  committee  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration that  they  had  spent  £30  or  £40  on  pro- 
secutions of  coarse  fishers  without  licences. 

Major  Dent  raised  the  question  of  the  position  of 
private  owners  of  waters  who  desired  to  clear  their 
streams  of  pike  and  coarse  fish  in  order  to  induce 
trout  to  run  up  them,  and  the  eft'ect  which  the  pro- 
posed bye-law  would  have  upon  their  rights.  The 
secretary  pointed  out  that  under  a  section  of  the 
Freshwater  Fishery  Act  their  rights  in  private 
streams  were  specially  protected,  and  the  proposed 
bye-law  could  not  adversely  affect  them. 

The  recommendation  re  the  application  for  grants 
of  coarse  fish  was  agreed  to,  and  on  the  motion  of 
the  chairman,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles, 
the  Board  decided  to  adjourn  the  -consideration  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  to  rescind 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  close  time  for  pike, 
and  the  proposed  bye-law  prohibiting  the  netting 
of  coarse  fish  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  Hon.  G.  E.  Lascelles  mentioned  the  fact  that 
700  more  licences  had  been  issued  to  anglers  of 
coarse  fish.  As  previously  stated,  he  thought  that 
this  increase  had  arisen  out  of  a  Reeling  that  the 
Board  was  wishful  to  give  them  a  return  for  their 
licences. 

Grants  of  500  trout  were  made  to  the  Knares- 
borough Star  Castle  and  Conservative  Angling  Club, 
Thirsk  Angling  Club,  York  and  District  Amalgama- 
tion of  Anglers,  Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society, 
Castle  Howard,  Pickering  Fishery  Association, 
Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers, 
Rodley  Angling  Club,  and  Slaithwaite  and  District 
Fishing  Club  ;  and  a  grant  of  1000  to  the  Hull 
Angling  Preservation  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Melrose  suggested  if  the  Board  had  any 
funds  available  another  paid  water-bailiff  should  be 
employed.  No  action,  however,  was  taken  in  the 
matter. 

A  petition  was  received'  from  the  licensees  of 
salmon  net  fishing  at  Goole,  asking  for  the 
Board's  protection  against  the  depredations  of 
poachers  in  the  waters  between  York  and  Selby. 
There  were  forty-one  signatories,  twelve  of  whom 
were  licensees,  and  twenty-nine  endorsees.  The 
petitioners  stated  that,  in  their  opinion,  unlicensed 
fishermen  took  more  than  half  the  salmon  caught 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river. 

The  secretary  was  instructed  to  see  that  the 
licentoes  were  protected. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  February. 

J.  E.  M. 


TBE  FUTURE  OF  THE  ITCHEN 
AND  TEST. 


POINTS  IN  THE  CONFERENCE. 


Another  stage  was  reached  in  the  controversy 
regarding  the  control  of  the  Itchen  and  Test  on 
Friday  (Nov.  30),  when  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
convened  a  conference,  held  at  Southampton,  for 
the  purpose  of  clearing  up  certain  points  left  unex- 
plained at  the  previous  inquiry.  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer, 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Fryer,  Chief  Inspector 
of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  conducted 
the  conference,  the  purpose  of  which  is  best  explained 
in  a  letter  sent  out  to  interested  parties  by  the 
Board,  as  follows  : — 

"  I  am  to  explain  that  the  conference  is  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  Board  to  arrive  at  a  decision 
upon  the  following  points  indicated  in  their  letter  of 
Sept.  26  last  : — (1)  The  precise  limits  to  be  fixed  in 
the  lower  waters  of  the  Rivers  Test  and  Itchen, 
above  which  the  proposed  new  salmon  district  is 
not  to  extend  ;  (2)  which  of  the  minor  streams  in 
the  neighbourhood  are  to  be  included  in  the  new 
district  as  being  frequented  by  migratory  sal- 
monidm  ;  (3)  whether  the  waters  referred  to  in  (1) 
and  (2),  and  the  sea  within  the  limits  specified  in 
the  apphcation  from  the  Avon  and  Stour  Fishery 
Board  should  be  placed  under  that  Board  or  unde,' 
the  separate  jurisdiction  of  a  new  board  of  conser- 
vators. It  will  be  observed  that  these  are  points  on 
which  it  is  desired  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  persons 
interested,  rather  than  to  reopen  the  inqmry  by 
taking  further  evidence." 

A  variety  of  interests  were  represented,  as  the 
following  list  will  show  : — Mr.  Percival  Clark  (in- 
structed by  Messrs.  Mooring,  Aldridge,  and  Haydon) 
appeared  for  Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  the  Hon.  Evelyn 
Ashley,  Mr.  Vickers,  Mr.  Hansard,  and  Major 
Eraser  ;  Mr.  Haydon  was  for  the  Avon  and  Stour 
Board  ;  Mr.  E.  Humbert  appeared  for  Mr.  A.  Hum- 


bert, the~owner  of  Kimbridge,  Mr.' Griffiths,  lessee 
of  the  fishing,  Mr.  Coleclough,  Captain  Dalgety, 
and  Mr.  Thurston  ;  while  others  present  were  Mr. 
W.  Coxwell  (for  Mr.  Barker  Mill  and  Cap  ain  Beau- 
mont) ;  the  Hon.  Gerald  Lascelles  (representing  the 
Department  of  Woods  and  Forests),  Mr.  H.  Barber 
(Clerk  to  the  County  Council),  who  said  they  were 
also  represented  by  the  Marquis  of  Winchester, 
Sir  Wm.  Portal,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Deverell,  H.  NichoUs, 
E.  H.  Pember,  K.C.,  Gathorne  Wood  and  P.  F. 
Forster,  Mr.  R.  R.  Linthorne  and  Alderman  Le 
Feuvre,  J.  P.  (representing  the  Borough  Council  of 
Southampton),  Mr.  Bernard  Harfield  (for  the 
Southampton  Harbour  Board),  Mr.  G.  Baker  (Mag- 
dalen College,  Oxford),  Mr.  Robb  (for  Sir  Wm. 
Pearce),  Mr.  T.  F.  Kirby  (Winchester  College),  Mr. 
Wigan  (for  the  Trustees  of  St.  Cross  Hospital), 
Mr.  J.  C.  Moberly,  M.A.  (for  Miss  Mill,  owner  of 
Bishopstoke  Mill),  Mr.  T.  E.  Newton  (for  Mr.  Ralii,  of 
Twyford,  and  GAieral  Bishop),  Mr.  A.  F.  M. 
Downie,  Alton  (for  Mrs.  Shipley,  of  Twyford),  Mr. 
T.  Holt  and  Mr.  C.  Shenton  (for  the  City  of  Win- 
chester), Mr.  A.  R.  Arnold  (for  Mr.  Flight  and  Mr. 
Carpenter  Garnier),  Mr.  C.  E.  Pain  (for  the  Stock- 
bridge  Fishery  Association,  Mr.  G.  Hennessy,  and 
others),  Mr.  J.  Dufton  (for  the  I.  W.  County  Coujicil), 
Mr.  Coleclough  and  Mr.  B.  W.  Ashley  (for  the 
Borough  of  Romsey),  Mr.  G.  H.  Morgan  (for  Lord 
Montagu  of  Beaulieu),  Mr.  S.  Stannard  (for  the 
Winchester  Rural  District  Council,  and  Sir  John 
Shelley  and  Sir  Edward  Grey),  Colonel  Powney 
(for  the  Hursley  District  Council  and  as  an  owner 
on  the  Itchen),  Mr.  T.  A.  Cotton  (an  owner  on  the 
Itchen),  Mr.  E.  H.  Pember,  K.C.  (for  himself  and 
Mr.  Peacock,  Keyhaven),  Messrs.  Garrard  James  and 
Wolff  (for  the  Wherwell,  Widmore,  and  Hawkec 
Estates),  Mr.  G.  Williams  (an  owner  on  the  Test), 
Mr.  E.  M.  Meddings  (Romsey),  and  Mr.  P.  W. 
Munn  (Whitchurch).  Others  present  were  the  Hon. 
Evelyn  Ashley,  Mr.  W.  G.  Nicholson,  M.P.,  the 
Mayor  of  Southampton,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Morant. 

Mr.  Clark  explained  that  the  gentlemen  he 
represented  wanted  the  limit  fixed  as  high  as  possible 
in  order  that  they  might  get  full  advantage  of  the 
salmon. 

Here  are  some  of  the  points  which  were  raised  for 
and  against  the  proposal  of  the  Avon  and  Stour 
Board  to  acquire  control  of  the  rivers  mentioned: — 

The  promoters  of  the  scheme  wanted  to  get  the 
greatest  benefit  they  could  from  the  salmon. — Mr. 
Percival  Clark,  representing  various  owners  on  both 
rivers. 

The  Test  would  become  a  spawning-ground  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few.' — Mr.  Humbert,  for  Mr.  A. 
Humbert,  the  owner  of  Kimbridge.  i 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  wish  to  preserve  all 
interests  ;  what  I  am  here  for  is  to  try  aid  find 
some  natural  boundary  where  an  obstruction  can 
legally  be  put.- — The  Inspector. 

A  grating  will  be  a  trespass  which  will  be  much 
resented.' — Mr.  Humbert. 

Any  obstruction  will  be  disastrous  to  the  water- 
levels  above. — Sir  William  Portal. 

We  fear  great  loss  if  the  fish  are  allowed  to  come 
up. — Mr.  C.  E.  Pain,  for  the  Stockbridge  Fishery 
Association. 

The  Board  of  Agriculture  have  decided  that  the 
trout  fishery  above  liimbridge  (on  the  Test)  shall 
not  be  interfered  with. 

"Better  keep  the  Itchen  as  it  is,  a  first-class  trout 
stream,  than  make  it  a  third-class  salmon  river."' — 
Letter  from  Mr.  Tankerville  Chamberlayne,  quoting 
the  late  Frank  Buckland. 

The  river  (Itchen)  is  so  depleted  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult 
to  keep  a  proper  head  of  water  for  working  the  mill. 
— Mr.  Moberly,  for  the  owner  of  Bi8hop.stoke  Mill. 

All  the  owners  on  the  Itchen  are  agreed  in  oppo- 
sition, except  Mr.  Cotton.' — Sir  W.  Portal. 

During  the  last  twenty  years  our  water  has  in- 
creased in  value  from  £20  to  £180  a  year. — The 
Bursar  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford. 

Two  finest  streams  in  the  world. — Colonel 
Powney,  Brambridge  House,  Hants.  X. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents, 
55  and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  : — 

Mr.  J.  Watson,  of  134,  Church-street,  Grimsby. 
Lincolnshire,  has  invented  new  improvements 
relating  to  fishing.  Buoys  for  fishing  purposes  are 
constructed  with  a  body  portion  of  staves  bound 
together  in  the  usual  way.  with  heads  at  the  top 
and  bottom,  and  are  provided  with  conical  blocks 
at  the  ends.  The  blocks  are  rabbeted  into  the 
ends  of  the  staves,  and  may  be  further  secured 
by  means  of  hoops.  A  staff  passes  through  holes  in 
the  blocks  and  heads,  and  is  secured  by  a  bolt. 
Single-ended  buoys  may  be  constructed  in  a 
similar  manner. 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Bstd.  1S39.        (J.  c.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.) 

/  ,^  /,  ///  ,  WADING 

TROUSERS 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( .i^'wrw  ). 

Branch   85.  ST.  JAMES"  STREET  iCoPTier  of  Jermyn  St.).  S.W. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  CASTING 


BY 


Mr.  FRED  G.  SHAW,  F.G.S., 

Author  of  "The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing-,"  3/6  net. 
Amateur  Championship  Trout  Fly  Casting  (International  Tournament,  1904). 


Every  Style  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting. 

Clients  can  be  coached  on 
their  own  waters. 

Throwing:   Against  the 

Wind. 

Underhand  Casting. 

The  Spey  Cast, 

The  Galway  Cast. 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Wet  or  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Both  Up  and  Down  Stream. 


Steeple  Casting. 

Special  attention  given  to  the 

Art  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 
Every  convenience  can  be  obtained  at 
Mr.  Shaw's  Water,  30  minutes  from 
the  Marble  Arch. 

For  Terms  apply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing-  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Maker  of  all  kinds  of  Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  «c.,  for 
all  kinds  of  fishing. 

SLATER'S  REELS  KNOWN  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

SEND  FOR  ILLUSTRATE!)  CATALOGUE,  POST  FREE 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 


One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain, 
Veu  Gold  and  Pvlze  medAla  JLwavded. 

Telegrams-"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  31. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

906-7  Price  List  of  Trout,  Water  Plants,   Fish  Food,  &c. 
Apply  MANAGER,  Ktnnet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


jSLCtua.!   Size— Sest  En^lisli  1NLsl1s.g, 

PINCERS 

SHOT  CUTTER 


Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom    for  25/© 
in    Stamps   or  Postal 
Order,  by 


WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 
His  Majesty, 

7  &  8,  KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 


Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada,  7d.  extra. 
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Here  see  blithe  looks,  fresh  cheeks,  beguile 

Old  age,  here  see  December  smile  ! 

Here  see  a  nest  of  roses  grow 

In  a  bed  of  reverend  snow. 

Warm  thoughts,  free  spirits,  flattering 

Winter^ s  self  into  a  Spring  7 

A  man  whose  sober  soul  can  tell 

How  to  wear  her  garments  well. 

 RiOHABD  CbASHAW. 


Anglebs  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Burtoa  (of  the  Acacias,  Belgrave,  Leicester), 
the  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  01i\  er  Burton,  an  old  con- 
tributor to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  She  passed  peace- 
fully away  on  Nov.  29. 


Another  successful  evening's  entertainment  at 
the  City  of  London  Piscatorials'  headquarters 
could  have  been  seen  with  the  "naked  eye"  on 
Tuesday  evening  Inst,  when  the  occasion  was  a 
"  microscopical  evening  by  microscopical  experts." 
The  costly  and  beautiful  instruments  kindly  lent 
for  the  occasion  were  very  much  apprecinted,  and 
hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  all,  and  in 
particular  to  Messrs,  Clarke  and  Page  for  their 
costly  marine  slides. 


Sottoit's  Recreation  Club. 
The  annual  supper  and  presentation  of  prizes 
took  place  recently  at  Reading,  and  was  a  most 
successful  function.   A  further  notice  of  this  enter- 
prising club  will  appear  next  week. 


Robin  Redbreast. 
I  have  watched  two  cock  robins  fight  for  the 
possession  of  a  garden,  over  which  one  of  them  had 
held  undisputed  sway  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
winter,  until  they  were  both  so  exhausted  by  their 
prolonged  combat  that  they  had  to  prop  themselves 
up  with  their  tails  on  the  snow  and  gasp  for  breath. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  have  known  a  male  bird 
of  this  species  grow  so  amiable,  writes  R.  Kearton, 
F.Z.S.,  in  the  Penny  Magazine,  not  to  say  charitable, 
in  the  spring-time  that  he  actually  fed  a  family  of 
young  song-thrushes  in  the  nest  during  the  absence 
of  their  mother.  It  was  quite  comical  to  watch  his 
good-natured  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  the  reci- 
pients of  his  charity  as  he  stood  on  the  edge  of  the 
nest  with  his  head  cocked  first  on  one  side  and  then 
the  other,  and  his  bold  shining  eyes  gazing  in  admi- 
ration at  the  hungry  crowd  of  baby  throstles. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  who  is  not  only  a 
celebrated  angler,  but  an  ardent  lover  of  birds, 
sends  the  following  pathetic  incident : — 

"  Death  of  '  Poor  Cock  Robin.' — Mr.  A.  W. 
Walker,  a  well-known  Malton  angler,  reports  that 
recently  he  and  a  friend  had  a  day  in  the  Derwent, 
and,  fishing  down  towards  Ye  ldingham,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  they  noticed  something  swinging 
on  a  post  and  rail  fence  which  projects  on  to  the 
stream.  On  examination  we  found  it  was  a  robin 
caught  on  a  length  of  fine  gut  with  a  hook  well  down 
its  throat.  The  other  and  free  hook  had  caught 
in  the  bark  of  a  rail  of  the  fence,  and  by  this,  which 
still  held  three  fairly  lively  maggots,  he  was  held 
prisoner,  quite  dead,  and  was  swaying  in  the  wind. 
The  bird  had  not  long  been  dead,  so  evidently  it 
had  been  caught  early  that  morning.  Whether  it 
had  been  some  angler's  cast  accidentally  left  lying 
on  the  bank  with  a  worm  on  one  hook — the  one 
swallowed  by  the  little  feathered  friend — and  maggot 
on  the  other,  and  then  picked  up  by  the  robin,  and 
in  its  flight  caught  in  the  rails,  or  some  angler  from 
the  other  side  who  had  made  a  long  throw,  got 
caught  in  the  fence  and  got  broken  in  trying  to 
release  it,  and  by  leaving  it  no  doubt  the  worm  had 
attracted  the  robin's  attention,  one  cannot  say, 
but  it  is  a  rather  a  singular  occurrence  amongst 
other  similar  ones  which  I  have  heard  of  and  met 
with." 


In  London  there  lived  an  "  Old  Angler," 
Who  always  was  called  "  Senior  Wrangler," 

But  he  much  preferred  angling 

To  wrangling  and  jangling. 
This  peaceable,  quiet  old  angler. 


Mr.  a.  Hawkins,  who  is  well  known  to  many  of 
us  in  his  capacity  of  tenant  of  the  big  boating  and 
fishing  lake  in  the  Crystal  Palace  .Grounds,  has 
recently  taken  a  picturesque  little  "  pub." — the 
Plough,  East  Sheen,  close  by  Mortlake.  Needless 
to  say  that  he  will  be  glad  to  welcome  old  friends, 
and  I  can  guarantee  them  a  comfortable  time.  j 


Ramsgate  and  District  Anglinq  Association. 
Mb.  F.  W.  Cox  having  resigned  his  position  as 
hon.  secretary  to  the  above  association,  it  is  respect- 
fully requested  that  all  communications  be  sent  to 
headquarters — the  Royal  Hotel,  Ramsgate — ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  W.  E.  Thornton,  hon.  secretary. 


"  Publishers'  Circulab  "  Christmas  Number. 
The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Publishers'  Circular 
is  an  excellent  production,  and  will  be  found  parti- 
cularly helpful  to  those  who  make  the  best  of  all 
presents — books.  On  glancing  through  the  pages 
one  is  struck  by  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
the  paper  is  edited,  and  the  splendid  assortment 
of  gift-books  from  which  to  choose.  This  miscellany 
of  all  that  is  best  in  the  book  world  enables  one  to 
sit  by  the  fire  and  spend  a  most  enjoyable  time  in 
making  the  needful  selection  for  the  festive  season. 
Father  Christmas,  heavily  laden  with  goody- 
goodies,  can  be  no  more  welcome  to  the  child  than 
the  Christmas  Number  of  the  Publishers'  Circular 
is  to  the  reader.  This  handsome  number  is  published 
at  the  Publishers'  Circular  Office,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.  Price,  one  shilling  and 
sixpence. 


A  Wish. 
I'd  wish  to  be  always  lonely, 

With  the  birds  and  flowers  bright. 
There's  a  charm  in  the  stillness 

Of  the  lone  and  lovely  night 
Where  fire-fhes  glow  in  the  moonbeams, 

Where  the  streams  rush  on  in  play. 
In  the  sunshine  and  surroundings 

Of  the  wild  bird  in  his  lay. 

I'd  wish  that  the  lovely  summer 

Would  for  ever,  ever  last  ; 
That  as  time  goes  onward  ever, 

We  should  meet  the  old  sweet  past. 
Ever  meet  at  shades  of  evening 

Those  we  met  in  youth's  high  bloom, 
And  that  nothing  should  us  sever. 

Save  the  stillness  of  the  tomb. 

I  would  wish  that  still  in  Heaven, 

Where  the  joys  of  all  are  told — 
Where  the  sunshine  and  the  sadness 

The  same  tale  will  e'er  unfold. 
We  should  meet  those  Flowers  of  beauty 

That  for  ever  loved  the  sun. 
Like  the  swain  who  meets  his  lover 

AVhen  the  autumn's  work  is  done. 

And  all  these  are  but  the  longings 

Of  a  soul  with  sadness  torn— 
With  the  wrecking  and  the  writhings 

Of  a  mortal  all  forlorn. 
Sights  and  scenes  are  also  blending, 

Glimpses  of  the  happy  past 
Down  the  boreens  and  the  byways — 

Glimpses  that  shall  ever  last. 
Askeaton.  — Gerald. 


"  The  Mick  "  was  standing  at  the  corner  of 
Cheapside  the  other  day  puzzled  by  the  traffic. 
"Elephant!  Elephant!  Over  London  Bridge!" 
shouted  a  'bus  conductor.  "  Then  why  are  you 
stopping  ?  "  said  the  Mick  ;  "  why  don't  you  go 
and  help  to  get  it  out  ?  " 


Eight  Great  Secrets  of  Success. 
A  MAN  with  a  mania  for  answering  advertisements 
has  had  some  interesting  experiences.  He  learned 
that  by  sending  one  dollar  to  a  Yankee  he  could 
get  a  cure  for  drunkenness.  And  he  did,  according 
to  the  Keystone.  It  was  to  "  take  the  pledge  and 
keep  it."  Then  he  sent  fifty  cents  to  find  out  how  to 
raise  turnips  successfully.  He  found  out :  "  Just 
take  hold  of  the  tops  and  lift."  Being  young,  he 
wished  to  marry,  and  sent  thirty-four  one-cent 
stamps  to  a  Chicago  firm  for  information  as  how  to 
make  an  impression.  When  the  answe"  came  it 
read  :  "  Sit  down  on  a  pan  of  dough."  Next  adver- 
tisement he  answered  read  :  "  How  to  double  your 
money  in  six  months."  He  was  told  to  convert  his 
money  into  bills,  fold  them,  and  thus  double  his 
money.  Next  he  sent  for  twelve  useful  household 
articles,  and  got  a  package  of  needles.  He  was  slow 
to  learn,  so  he  sent  one  dollar  to  find  out "  how  to 
get  rich."  "  Work  hard  and  never  spend  a  cent." 
That  stopped  him.  But  his  brother  wrote  to  find 
out  how  to  write  without  pen  and  ink.  He  was  told 
to  use  a  lead-pencil.  He  paid  one  dollar  to  learn 
how  to  live  without  work,  and  was  told  on  a  postal- 
card  :  "  Fish  for  easy  marks,  as  we  do." 


"  Raw  "  Irish. 
Mistress  :  "  Bridget,  clean  the  celery,  please." 
New  Maid  :  "  Sure,  and  where  do  ye  kape  the  soap, 
mum  ?  " 


"  MULTUM  IN  PaBVO." 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  a  neat  little  "  red  book,'' 
containing  lists  of  over  5000  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines on  every  conceivable  subject,  and  in  all 
languages.  This  handy  booklet  has  been  thoroughly 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date,  and  to  anyone  inte- 
rested contains  a  mass  of  valuable  information  in  a 
concise  form.  'WTiat  better  Christmas  gift  to  a 
friend  in  a  distant  land  than  a  year's  subscription 
to  his  favourite  newspaper  !  You  can  secm'e  a  copy 
by  writing  to  Wm.  Dawson  and  Sons,  Ltd.,  Cannon 
House,  Bream's-buildings,  London.  There  is  no 
charge. 


The  latest  anecdote  about  an  old  lady  who  thinks 
that  "  she  knows  everything  "  is  how  she  went  to 
visit  her  sister  ;  and  as  she  entered  the  room  her 
nieces  said,  "  Good  evening,  auntie.  We  are  glad 
you  have  come  ;  we  are  going  to  have  tableaux 
this  evening."  "  Yes,  I  know,"  was  the  reply  ; 
"  I  smelt  'em." 


The  Valtje  of  a  Comma. 

The  following  appeared  in  an  evening  con- 
temporary recently : — "  The  composition  for  render- 
ing boots  and  shoes  waterproof  appeared  under 
'Postbox'  on  Nov.  1.  It  is  prepared  by  melting 
together  mutton,  tallow,  and  beeswax  in  the  pro- 
portion of  One  of  the  former  to  two  of  the  latter. 
Apply  at  night,  and  wipe  off  next  morning  with  a 
piece  of  flannel." 

*  *  •  • 

I  am  told  by  a  correspondent  that  he  never  heard 
of  putting  mutton  on  one's  feet — although  raw  beef- 
steak has  been  useful  in  curing  a  "  black  eye."  Now 
all  there  is  wrong  with  the  valuHbls  (?)  recipe  is  that 
the  comma  got  in  after  the  word  "  mutton."  Take 
it  out  and  it  will  read  "  mutton  tallow." 


RoM.^.N  Fare  Surpassed. 
We  have  nowadays  an  extraordinary  variety  of 
foreign  game-birds  available  for  our  tables  offered 
in  London  markets,  says  the  Sporting  and  Dramatic 
News.  Partridges  from  Hungary  and  elsewhere ; 
hazel-hens,  willow  grouse,  black  game,  and  other 
birds  from  Germany  and  Scandinavia;  capercailzie 
from  Russia  ;  multitudes  of  wildfowl  from  Holland  ; 
quail  from  the  south  of  Europe;  pheasants  from 
far  Manchuria,  and  so  forth.  Even  the  Romans, 
who  ransacked  the  world  then  known  to  them  for 
table  luxuries,  would  have  been  astonished  at  the 
wealth  and  variety  of  foreign  articles  of  food  known 
to  the  modern  Londoner. 


Be  merry  and  gay  through  life  while  you  may, 
Don't  hug  to  your  bosom  a  sorrow. 

Cast  it  aside  to  the  winds  that  are  wide, 
Remember  there's  always  to-morrow. 

Sufficient  you  know  for  the  day  is  its  woe. 
So  don't  lend  your  heart  to  repining, 

Though  the  sky  may  look  drear,  the  dark  clouds 
will  clear, 

And  to-morrow  the  sun  may  be  shining. 


Anglo-French  Piscatobtals. 
At  Wednesday  evening's  meeting  at  the  Cercle 
Fran9ais  (Mr,  I,  Isaacs  in  the  chair),  it  was  decided 
that  the  punt  competition  for  Dec.  9  should  take 
place  at  Bures,  instead  of  Twickenham  as  previously 
arranged.  There  are  several  valuable  prizes  to  be 
fished  for,  and  lady  members  will  compete. 
Members  may  leave  town  on  Saturday  or  on  the 
morning  of  the  match.  Fish  to  be  weighed  in  at 
the  club-house.  During  the  week  Mr.  I.  Isaacs 
weighed  in  from  Twickenham  on  one  day  2lilb. 
roach  and  dace,  and  on  another  day  17  Jib.  Mr,  C. 
Franco  also  weighed  181b,  of  roach,  daoe,  and  bream 
from  Twickenham. 

«  *  *  * 

One  of  the  most  respected  members  of  the  society, 
Mr.  C.  Fischer,  who  is  about  to  leave  for  New  York, 
has  been  presented  with  an  illuminated  address, 
and  the  vice-president,  Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams,  at  a 
supper  specially  provided  by  him  at  his  own  house, 
presented  him  with  a  gold-mounted  umbrella  (the 
gift  of  a  few  members).  At  the  concert  which  fol- 
lowed, Madame  Gordon  charmed  the  company  with 
her  delightful  singing.  Another  special  dinner 
(arranged  by  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  Reuben  Jacobs,  at 
his  own  house)  was  given  in  honour  of  Mr.  Fischer, 
when  a  handsome  watch  was  presented  to  him  by  the 
lady  members  of  the  club.  He  intends  joining  the 
New  York  Club,  and  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  compete 
in  next  year's  Fly-casting  Tournament  That  he  will 
beat  the  champion,  Enright,  is  doubtful,  but  that  he 
may  try,  and  maintain  the  prestige  of  the  club  he  is 
leaving,  and  of  which  he  has  been  elected  an 
honorary  member,  is  the  wish  of  all,  including 

Dbagnet. 


December  8,  1906 
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Pfovineial  flugling  ]lotes 

must  currwe  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  portion  of  the  Lichfield  Canal  has  just  been  run 
out  near  to  Fradley  Junction,  which  during  the 
summer  months  has  been  a  happy  hunting  ground 
for  those  who  prefer  canal  fishing.  A  large  quantity 
of  fish  has  been  destroyed  through  being  allowed 
to  die,  but  some  of  the  best  of  the  fish  were 
captured  and  cooked;  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
major  portion  was  allowed  'to  die,  as  if  it  had 
been  made  known  there  is  no  doubt  but  what 
some  of  our  clubs,  if  allowed,  would  have 
taken  the  fish  out  for  restocking  their  waters. 
Some  good  roach,  perch,  chub,  tench,  and  even 
barbel  were  lost  through  not  being  transferred 
,  to  some  of  the  other  pounds  ;  the  Birmingham  Asso- 
ciation rent  a  stretch  of  the  canal  close  by,  and  if 
these  fish  could  have  been  placed  in  this  portion  the 
value  of  the  fishery  would  have  been  greatly  in- 
creased. We  are  making  a  large  number  of  new 
clubs  and  the  membership  of  the  association  will 
as  a  consequence  increase,  and  we  shall  require  all 
the  fishing  that  can  be  had  for  the  members,  and  it 
is  a  great  pity  that  this  fishery  has  been  destroyed 
for  some  time  to  come,  as  it  was  one  of  our 
canal  fishermen's  happy  hunting  grounds.  Mr. 
T.  Coles,  the  president  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion, is  making  arrangements  to  give  a  series  of 
lectures  after  Christmas ;  the  lectures  will  be 
illustrated  with  limelight  views.  Last  winter 
these  affairs  were  a  great  success,  and  our  Bene- 
volent Society  was  greatly  benefited  by  the 
collections  made  on  these  occasions,  and  I 
hope  that  the  coming  series  will  meet  with  the 
support  they  richly  deserve.  Anglers  and  their 
friends  had  a  fine  treat  on  Sunday  evening  last  at 
the  Boulton-road  Handsworth  Board  School.  The 
lecture  was  the  River  Severn  from  its  source  to  its 
estuary.  The  limelight  views  were  very  fine,  and 
the  crowded  audience  was  greatly  pleased  with  the 
entertainment,  which  will  be  repeated  at  some  of  the 
other  Board  Schools  on  Sunday  evenings  during  the 
winter.  Our  rivers  are  just  row  in  good  order,  and 
the  spell  of  mild  weather  has  suited  the  bottom 
fishers.  Roach  are  feeding  in  the  Avon  and  Severn, 
on  the  former  river  from  Evesham  down  to  Defiord 
some  nice  catches  have  been  made.  Pike  are  moving 
well  on  both  rivers.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good  at 
Bridgnorth  and  down  the  river  to  Bewdley  Pool. 
Pike  fishing  in  private  waters  has  been  good. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Visitors  to  the  Fenland  have  experienced  glorious 
weather,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  fishing  has 
been  attended  with  remarkably  good  results. 
Especially  has  this  been  the  case  amongst  roach, 
and  those  who  have  concentrated  their  attention  to 
the  Bardney  district  of  the  Witham  have  been  well 
rewarded.  With  the  waters  in  fine  condition  and 
the  fish  in  a  feeding  humour,  there  has  been  no 
difficulty  in  creeling  from  161b.  to  201b.  as  the  result 
of  a  day's  sport.  The  best  fish — and  several  have 
weighed  up  to  l^tt). — have  been  taken  with  yellow 
paste.  The  Chapel  Hill  district,  near  the  confluence 
'of  the  Sleaford  Canal,  has  been  another  resort  where 
some  handsome  red  fins  have  been  killed.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot, 
and  of  the  Welland  between  Deeping  and  Stamford. 
Pike  fishing  has  improved  wonderfully,  and  in  a 

fale  of  wind  the  other  day  two  trolling  rods  on  the 
'orty-foot  accounted  for  six  brace,  the  heaviest 
weighing  9Jlb.  Of  artificial  baits,  the  Colorado 
spoon  and  the  Wagtail  spinner  have  proved  very 
deadly,  in  fact,  the  writer  and  a  friend  have  not 
used  a  live  bait  this  season,  and  they  have  killed 
nearly  fifty  pike. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  as  a  rule  during  the  past  week  has  only  been 
moderate  owing  to  the  variable  climatic  conditions, 
but  with  better  w  eather  pike  fishermen  should  do 
fairly  well,  for  conditions  for  that  class  of 
sport  are  good  in  the  top  stretches  of  the 
Hull,  the  Driffield  ,  Canal,  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  and  the  River  Ancholme,  and  from  the 
latter  water  reports  are  very  favourable,  one 
of  our  local  anglers  taking  four  good  fish  this 
week  with  live  bait,  the  best  scaling  81b.  I  also 
hear  of  Grimsby  anglers  having  i  fair  share  of  sport 
in  the  ponds  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  and  the  River  Ludd 
in  that  district  is  reported  in  very  nice  condition 
for  either  roach  or  pike-fishing ;  but  up  to  the 
present  time  only  small  specimens  of  the  latter 
fish  have  been  secured,  but  if  frosty  weather 
intervenes  the  spoon  bait  would  be  good 
on  this  water.  A  few  good  pike  are  being  secured 
locally  on  Burton  Constable, lake  and  other  waters. 
1  hear  of  one  this  week  that  sealed  close  upon  161b. 


Odd  anglers  have  visited  the  Derwent  at  Bub  with, 
and  up  to  Stamford  Bridge,  but  chiefly  pike  fishing, 
and  chub  have  furnished  a  little  sport  at  Butter- 
crombie,  or  "  Buttercrum,"  as  the  locals  call  it.  On 
Nov.  30  the  Hull  Town  Angling  Association  had  a 
very  interesting  meeting,  prize  presentation  and  such 
like,  Mr.  T.  Broadwith  receiving  the  aggregate  gold 
medal,  also  the  Royal  Humane  Society's  certificate 
for  an  act  of  bravery  in  attempting  to  save  the  life 
of  a  brother  angler  in  the  River  Ancholme,  near 
Brigg. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Dec.  5  our  old  friend  the  BoUin  was  again  in 
flood.  From  the  Lune,  Wyre,  and  Ribble  not  a 
word  of  interest  is  reported.  The  sixteenth  annual 
dinner  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  forcibly 
reminds  us  of  the  flight  of  time,  for  it  appears 
only  a  few  years  since  this  society  was  established. 
Its  inception  heralded  a  determination  to  raise  the 
standard  of  local  clubs, and  in  this  it  set  a  brilliant  ex- 
ample. Amongst  its  members  are  the  respective  man- 
agers for  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  and  R.  Ramsbottom, 
a  guarantee  of  efficiency  at  any  time.  The  Longsight 
anglers  have  commenced  stocking  their  new  waters, 
the  first  lot  on  Dec.  1,  and  they  were  all  takeable 
fish.  The  inclement  weather  has  practically  stopped 
all  fishing  in  this  county. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  was  an  important  conference  of  anglers  in 
this  city  on  Saturday  last,  the  muster  being  good. 
It  is  perhaps  better  not  tonoic  the  different  items  at 
present.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society, 
one  of  the  oldest  clubs  in  the  city,  held  its  annual 
dinner  on  Dec.  6.  In  Mr.  E.  Sharpies  they 
have  a  willing  and  hard-working  secretary. 
Local  rods  in  the  Llanymynech  district  are 
doing  well,  especially  at  Four  Crosses ;  the 
weather,  however,  is  not  favouring  them. 
The  Unique  Angling  Society  are  still  discussing  and 
perfecting  their  policy  for  the  coming  season,  and 
their  experience  will  be  of  interest.  A  few  of  our 
men  would  like  a  prize  offered  for  a  larger  gudgeon 
than  the  one  which  caused  quite  a  sensation. 
Possibly  Sedgwick  anglers  do  not  fish  for  them,  or 
7jin.  would  not  surprise  them.  The  writer  has 
seen  one  over  9in.  caught  by  G.  E.  Yates  from  the 
Dane. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  exceedingly  boisterous 
since  Dec.  1,  and  on  Wednesday  the  Trent  rose 
nearly  a  foot,  though  there  was  little  colour  asso- 
ciated with  the  rise.  Anglers  have  been  out  in 
marked  force,  and  on  most  of  the  favourite  sections 
roach  have  shown  exceptionally  good  sport  to  the 
worm,  notably  the  tail-end,  and  bread  paste. 
With  the  latter  Mr.  Harry  Briggs  has  taken,  for  the 
week,  fully  1001b.,  and  this  in  the  free  waters  of  the 
city.  Other  votaries  have  had  over  401b. ;  and  in 
the  Rolleston  district,  on  Nov.  28,  Mr.  F.  Gamble 
and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  creeled  thirty-eight  roach,  two 
dace,  and  one  chub  of  3:^lb.  Pike  have  again  been 
killed  at  KeUiam,  Hazleford  (Island),  Staythorpe, 
and  Weston,  where  Mr.  A.  Bull  had  one  over  91b. 
One  of  11  Jib.  has  been  secured  on  the  Grantham 
Canal  near  Hickling,  and  others,  in  the  teens,  have 
been  met  with  in  the  vicinity  of  Belvoir.  They  fell 
to  the  rods  of  gentlemen  haiUng  from  Grantham. 
Doings  have  been  rather  quiet  at  Cavendish  Bridge 
and  Shardlow,  but  improved  accounts  are  reported 
from  Weston  Cliff  and  Ingoldsby.  At  one  time, 
years]  ago,  there  was  no  resort  on  the  river  to  beat 
Weston  for  big  roach  and  bream. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  our  rivers  have  fined  down,  and  are' 
again  in  good  condition  for  angling,  but  the  weather 
this  week  has  been  very  variable,  some  days  bitterly 
cold,  with  foggy  nights,  others  exceedingly  mild 
and  sunny  in  the  middle  part  of  the  day.  Several 
have  been  fishing  the  Terae  and  Arrow  for  grayling. 
One  gentleman  caught  four  brace  with  the  fly 
(Green  Insect  and  Whirling  Blue) ;  another  3^ 
brace  of  very  fine  fish  with  the  maggot,  and 
in  grand  condition.  Two  other  sportsmen  visited 
the  Arrow,  and  did  very  well  with  the  maggot, 
but  could  not  get  a  rise  at  the  fly. 
Roach  are  again  on  the  feed  on  the  Severn,  and 
several  nice  dishes  of  fish  have  been  caught,  both 
with  paste  and  the  maggot ;  and  on  Sunday  some 
very  fine  roach  were  caught  in  the  Avon,  and  several 
good  pike.  Smoking  concerts  and  distributions  are 
going  strong  just  now.  The  Sabrina  Club  had  their 
twelfth  annual  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  at 
the  headquarters,  Albion  Hotel,  Bath-road,  the  room 
being  packed,  the  president,  :Mr.  Smith,  being 
in  the  chair.  The  usual  toasts  were  proposed 
and  honoured,  and  th©  secretary,  Mr.  A.  ;W. 
Cale,  spoke  to  the  flourishing  state  of  the  club. 


The  membership  had  increased  sixteen  in  the 
present  season,  and  fourteen  were  waiting  to  join 
next  season.  He  announced  that  a  friend  of  the 
club  would  give  a  challenge  cup  to  be  competed  for 
annually,  to  be  won  three  times  in  all  before  becom- 
ing the  winner's  own  property.  The  vice-president, 
Mr.  B.  Harper,  in  responding  to  the  toast  of  his 
health,  said  when  the  membership  of  the  club 
reached  fifty  he  would  double  his  subscription  of 
one  guinea,  and  when  they  reached  a  hundred  he 
would  make  it  £.5.  The  following  were  the  prize 
winners  :  R.  Yapp,  C.  Abbott,  A.  W.  Cale,  L.  Knight, 
W.  H.  Hartland,  W.  Holder,  G.  Hail,  F.  Champkens. 
J.  Woods,  W.  Band,  J.  Bray,  and  J.  Andrews.  A 
capital  variety  of  songs  were  efficiently  rendered 
during  the  evening.  The  Barbourne  Brewery  Club 
have  their  prize  distribution  at  their  headquarters 
on  Friday  evening,  and  a  big  gathering  is  expected. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  was  of  the  poorest  description  in  week-end 
fishing  owing  to  the  extremely  unsettled  weather,  and 
the  generally  unfit  condition  of  the  rivers.  Things 
have  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  middle  of  this 
week  it  rained  in  torrents,  and  the  streams,  already 
running  high  and  mostly  discoloured,  became  flooded, 
some  overflowing  their  banks  and  the  waters 
swelling  over  adjoining  lands.  The  Swale  rushed 
on  in  a  perfect  torrent,  having  ris^en  very  rapidly. 
The  Ouse  rose  many  feet  above  summer  level  and 
ran  through  York  with  great  velocity,  the  river 
banks  and  the  country  skirting  them  for  miles  being 
under  water.  In  their  enforced  holiday  many 
anglers  have  turned  to  other  sources  of  enjoyment. 
Several  of  the  angling  clubs  are  arranging  their 
customary  "  .socials,"  which  enable  many  a  dismal 
winter  evening  to  be  spent  in  a  clieery  fashion. 
Upwards  of  sixty  membe-s  and  friends  attended  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Golden  Ball  (York)  A.C.  a  few 
nights  ago.  Mr.  Geo.  Woolford  presided.  Mr.  D. 
Langstaffe,  one  of  the  cracks  of  the  amalgamation, 
submitted  the  toast  of  the  "Golden  Ball  A.  C," 
which  was  heartily  received,  and  was  responded  to 
by  Mr.  T.  Brown,  the  hon.  secretary. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  changeable, 
and  much  rain  has  fallen  at  intervals.  Spawning 
has  gone  on  satisfactorily,  but  in  the  southern 
province  some  poaching  has  been  reported.  Salmon 
are  coming  up  at  Waterville,  where  the  weir  fishing 
opens  on  Jan.  1.  Sea  angling  has  been  done  on  a 
few  days  recently  at  some  stations  in  Cork  and 
Kerry,  and  nice  sport  was  obtained  at  whiting.  At 
the  majority  of  places  sea  fishing,  however,  is  at  an 
end,  as  the  boats  have  been  put  up  finally  into 
winter  quarters.  In  the  netting  department  some 
good  takes  of  pollack  and  hake  were  had  last  week, 
notably  at  Portmagee  and  Glenlough  in  county 
Kerry. 


THE  CATFISH. 

A  LIVELY  discussion  is  being  carried  on  just  now 
m  the  French  and  Belgian  angling  papers  on  the 
merits  of  the  catfish  for  restocking  purposes. 

A  certain  M.  Javilly  seems  to  have  opened  the 
ball  by  an  onslaught  on  the  catfish,  contributed  to  a 
Brussels  journal,  in  which  he  accused  it  of  devouring 
the  fry  and  ova  of  worthier  fish,  further  alleging 
that  its  flesh  was  tasteless  and  that  it  had  an 
aggravatmg  habit  of  stripping  the  hook  without 
paying  toll  by  an  addition  to  the  weight  of  the 
angler's  creel.  ° 

La  Peche  Moderne  now  points  out  that  eight  years 
ago  M.  Javilly  published  a  book  on  restocking  in 
which  he  praised  the  catfish  (Ameiurus  nebuloaus) 
to  the  skies,  pointing  out  that  it  flourished  in  waters 
too  foul  for  other  fish  and  expressly  absolving  it 
from  the  charge  of  cannibalism  which  he  now  levels 
again:-t  it. 

Le  Pecheur  is  apparently  a  thick-and-thin  advocate 
of  the  catfish,  and  asserts  that  450  out  of  600  French 
angling  societies  have  introduced  it  into  waters 
under  their  control  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 

The  catfish  seems  to  have  been  first  brought  into 
Belgium  by  Mr.  Wilson,  United  States  Consul  at 
Gand  in  the  year  1884.  A  second  consignment  was 
sent  in  1891.  One  would  have  supposed  that 
materials  for  a  definite  judgment  on  its  merits  as 
an  addition  to  the  native  species  ought  to  be  forth- 
coming by  this  lime. 

Appirently  the  catfish  should  be  skinned  like  an 
eel  before  cooking,  when  its  flesh  will  be  found 
white,  firm,  and  delicate.  It  is  commeiuUbly  free 
from  bones. — L.  C. 


Indian  philosophy  is  often  terse  and  to  the  point, 
as  in  a  recent  case  where  a  red  man  summed  up 
existing  conditions  thus:  "If  poor  Indian  kill  a 
moose,  five  hundred  dollars.  If  Vhite  hunter  kill  a 
man,  too  bad  1  " 
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WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BECGLES,  SUFFOLK, 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &;c. 

Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  reciuisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

 M.  J.  McQUIRE,  Proprietor. 

THE 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  Co.  Mayo. 

FREE  SHOOTING  FOR  VISITORS 

staying  at  above  Hotel  on  15,000  acres  of 
moors.  Well-known  coverts  for  Game. 
Cock  and  Snipe  are  always  plentiful  in 
season.  Also  splendid  Pike  Fishing  on 
five  large  lakes.— For  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HEALY. 


Snrplns  Library  Books 
and  New  Remainders 

OFFERED  AT 

GREATLY  REDUCED  PRICES 

The  DECEMBER  LIST,  now  ready, 
contains  Popular  Works  on  Sport, 
Travel,  Biography,  and  Fiction. 
Sent  pott  free  on  application  to 

MUDIE'S  LIBRARY, 

30-34,  New  Oxford  St.,  London. 

241,  Brompton  Road,  8.W. 
4.8.  Quoen  Victo>-ia  Street,  E.C. 


QUEER'S  HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  KEWET  J.  WOOD. 


December  15th,  at  3. 
Overture,  "Hansel  undGretel"..  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  In  B  minor 

(Path^tique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdam- 

merung")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— ffliia  JOEANNE  BTOCKUARR. 


SATURDAY  AFTERNOONS  at  3. 

1906.   Dee.  15. 
1907.  Jan.  19,  Feb.  S,  16,  March  g. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas, 
£1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7s.  6d., 
5s.,  2s.  6<i.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.        ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
—THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Plavfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 


OT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 

—Every  Evening  at  8.16.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  Irene Vanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henry  Lowenfelp,  Sole  Pro- 
prietor. Tom  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Manager. 
Mr.  Robert  Couitneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYJIAIDS.  Miss  Grade  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  Agnes  Fraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton,  Sliss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore. 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10. 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


DALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
— Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English, 
entitled,  THE  MKRVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  GeoKGE  Epwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradfield,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Emney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabeth  Firth, 
Maude  Vercival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening, 
and  Evie  Greene. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President : 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT.  K.G. 
Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  1st  JANUARY,  1907, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MESSIAH 

HANDEL, 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE. 
Madame  CLARAi  BUTT. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 

Oi'ganist :  Mr  Balfour,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6s.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s. ,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade), 
Is.  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


SALE  BY  AUCTION, 

Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle  ;  30  Lots  of  Books  on 
Angling ;  Wines  and  Cigars,  comprising  fine 
Dinner  Clarets.  Sparkling  Burgundies  and  Hocks, 
Old  Vintage  Ports,  Cockburn's  1887,  Sandeman's 
1870,  Dry  Vintage  Champagnes  ;  Havana  Cigars, 
including  .T.  S.  Murias,  Punch,  Larranaga, 
Cabanas,  T.  Gutierrez,  La  Espanola,  La  Cancion, 
Partagas,  Uppnian,  La  Ligitimidad,  R»mon 
Allones.  Also  Hamnierless  Ejector  Guns  and 
Rifles  by  Purdey,  Woodward.  Grant,  Bland, 
Watson,  Westley  Richards,  Boswell,  Churchill, 
and  other  well-known  makers,  which  will  be 
SOLD  BY  ATCTION  by 

DEBBNHAM,  STORR  &  SONS,  LTD.,  at  26,  King 
Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on  TUESDAY 
NEXT,  11th  Inst.,  at  12  o'clock.  Catalogues 
post  free. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  B4BT. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  Meetings  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address.  


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  stretch  of  the  Kennet,  and  exten- 
sive Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex. 
There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and  Lending 
Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.  —  For 
information,  apply  to  the  Sbcrbtary. 

Subscription  payable  from  Janua/ry  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefleld 
fishery.  Be-stocked  with  over  5,000  fish. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefleld.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
WeBtbonrne  Park,  W. 


L&N.W.R. 


BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  toGBEENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 
thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  antl  STRANRAER, 
thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist  Programmes  issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Su«eon  Statim.  General  Manager. 
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Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
lor  9d.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  13  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magniacence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 

 cation. 

JOHN  WHITER  SONS, 

Fishing  Taekle  Manufaetupers, 
 OMAOH,  IRELAND.  

Are  Yeu  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Toa  oan  now  obtain  a  P0II07 
Indemnifying     70a  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 

(not  a  limited  number  of  dlaeaseB  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee.  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  NOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Aeeldents. 

FREE  INSURANCE. 

f  xoo 

THB  CASUALTY  IRSURANOE  COMPANY,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  is  signed. 

8.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  insurance  is  guaraO' 

teed  by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURAHGE  GO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  PiacOi  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made, 

SPECIAL  NOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  CASUALTY 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

It  is  illegal  to  fish  with  a  gorge  hook 
unless  it  can  be  extracted  without  damaging 
the  hsh.    This  can  only  be  done  by  using 

BEA YEN'S  DISGORGER. 


Price  Is.  each. 


E.  BEAVEN,  Hyde  Side,  Edmonton. 

Trade  Supplikd. 


Tou  cannot  possibly  have 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Food  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour. 

COCOA 

The  Most  Nutritioxzs 
and  EconomicaL 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY 

ACCELERATED  SERVICE 

TO  AND  FROM 

Belfast  &  North  of  Ireland 

(VIA  HEYSHAM). 

THE   NEW   FAST  ROUTE. 


ears 
Soap 


Specially  Recoimended  to 
ANGLERS 


m  THB 
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CORRIDOR  EXPRESS  SERVICE. 


LONDON  (St.  Pancras)  dep. 

HEYSHAM  { 3^. 


A 
p.m. 

6  0 
11  30 
11  45 
a.m. 
6  0 


BELFAST  arr.  (about) 

A— Dining  Car  St.  Pancras  to  Heysham. 

In  direct  connection  at  Belfast  with  Breakfast 
or  Dining  Car  Expresses  to  and  from  London- 
derry, Portrush.  Antrim,  &c. 

~B  ¥ 

p.m  9 

9  0 


BELFAST  dep. 


..arr. 
..dep. 


s  0  s 

j.Sf  a.m. 
•5  =   4  25  .§  .  2 
=  5'  <;  0  §  J'g 


aits 
5  10  40  3 


S       ^  ■ 
p.m. 

S%  11  30  g 


HEYSHAM  I ;  • 

LONDON 

(St.  Pancras)  arr. 
B — Breakfast  Cars  Heysham  to  St.  P  iKra«. 
C — Breakfast  and  Luncheon  Cars  Heysham  to 
St.  Pancras 


^5  a.m.  g, 

§1   7  25  I 
p.m.  I 


DIRBCT  CONNECTIONS   BY   THIS  ROUTE 
FROM  AND  TO 
PRINCIPAL  PKOVIXCI^L  TOWNS. 

The  trains  arrive  and  depart  alongside  the 
steamers  at  Heysham. 
Luggage  transferred  free. 

1st  Class      I      3rd  Class 
and  Saloon.   |    and  Saloon. 
wTngle.  [  Return.  |  ainglt;.  "nRetuni 
"  28/6 


45/-  I  75/- 


46/9 


3rd  Class 
and  Steerage. 
Single.  I  Retu rlL 
21/-   I  35/6 


SAILINGS  also  between  BARROW &  BELFAST. 
Tourist  tickets  available  for  break  of  journey  in 
Lake  District  and  Fumess  Abbey. 


Apply  to  any  Midland  Oftlce  for  NORTH  OF 
IRELAND  MAP  FOLDER. 

W.  QUV  QRANET,  General  Manager. 
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Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Nov.  28,  Mr.  Armitage  in  the 
chair,  there  was  very  little  business  transacted 
beyond  the  usual  routine  matters.  On  Nov.  27,  at 
Harefield.  Mr.  Wood-Barrett  had  seven  chub  up  to 
about  21b.,  and  Mr.  Loudonsa«h  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Metz  has  also  brought  up  roach  and  dace  from 
Twickenham.  Our  annual  Christmas  outing  and 
competition  took  place  in  the  Harefield  section  of 
the  society's  water  on  Dec.  2.  The  weather  was 
favourable,  and  there  was  a  good  muster  of  members 
at  the  Fisheries  Hotel,  but  rather  a  poor  show  of 
fish.  Mr.  T.  Adams  was  first  with  six  perch  (best, 
lib.  IJoz.),  Mr.  Metz  second,  and  Mr.  Sage  third. 
Messrs.  Goble,  Loudonsach,  Wilkins,  Yarham,  and 
a  few  others  also  had  fish — chiefly  dace  and  roach. 
A  substantial  tea  was  served  at  the  hotel,  to  which 
full  justice  was  done  by  all.  From  other  localities 
nn  the  same  day  Mr.  Chandler  had  9ib.  of  roach, 
Mr.  Dalmer  three  chub  weighing  about  101b.,  the 
best  a  nice  fish  of  41b.  O^oz.— the  largest  registered 
at  present — and  Miss  Upward,  a  lady  friend  of  Mr. 
Dalmer,  fishing  with  hixn  on  that  day,  hooked  and 
successfully  brought  to  the  net  two  good-shaped 
pike  of  91b.  lljoz.  and  71b.  7oz.  This  lady  will 
doubtless  be  eager  to  wage  war  on  the  fresh-water 
sharks  again,  and  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated 
on  her  good  fortune. — E.  H.  B. 

City  of  London  Piscatokiai,  Society. 
A  capita]  meeting  was  held  at  Mason's  Hall 
Tavern  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury  presiding. 
A  few  nice  fish  were  shown,  and  among-t  the  catches 
were  the  following: — Mr.  E.  J.  Orpin  (Mid-Thames), 
pood  chub  and  roach;  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox  (Tilehurst), 
five  jack  and  four  chub ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  (Staines), 
dace ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (Shiplake),  good  chub ;  Mr.  J. 
Fro-.t  (Reservoir),  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  (at  Deal),  fine  cod — up  to  nearly  201b. — and 
large  whiting  ;  Mr.  G.  WTieeler,  cod,  up  to  lO^lb., 
and  whiting;  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  (Southend),  151b. 
flatf  sh.  Two  gentlemea  were  nominated  for  mem- 
ber hip  ;  ballot,  Dec.  18.  The  remainder  of  the 
ev  ening  was  devoted — as  previously  arranged — to  a 
seientinc  conver.--azione,  an  immense  number  of 
interesting  aquatic  objects  being  exhibited  under 
numerous  minroscopej,  lent  by  Messrs.  Bentley, 
Parker,  Wheeler,  Bowtell,  and  Messrs.  Clarke  and 
Page  (microscopical  e.^perls  of  1(»4,  L'-adenhall- 
street),  who  also  sent  a  splendid  collection  of 
marine  objecls.  The  e.^hibition  was  remarkably 
successful,  and  a  very  hearty  vo'e  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  the  gentlemen  above-mentioned  for 
their  Kind  as^istaiice.  The  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast 
having  been  duly  honoured,  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. 
Will  members  kindly  note  that  at  the  chub  eom- 
pe  ition  on  Tuesday  next.  Dee.  11,  a  medal  is 
<  >fferod  for  three  best  fish  ;  also  there  will  be  an 
informal  supper  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18,  when  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  will  preside.  Needless  to  say  that  for  this 
occasion — the  last  meeting  of  the  year — a  large 
number  of  members  have  handed  in  their  names. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  occupied  the  chair  ,at  the 
committee  meeting  on  Dec.  4,  and  Mr.  S.  Lindwall 
presided  at  the  ordinary  meeting  which  followed. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  bear  in 
mind  the  fact  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  will  read  his 
paper,  "The  Pike,  Fact  and  Fable,"  on  Dec.  11. 
Those  who  were  present  when  the  "Trent  Otter" 
read  a  former  paper  to  the  Greshamit^  will  need  no 
stimulus  to  urge  them  to  be  present,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  members  of  other  societies  and  their  friends  will 
;ilfO  attend  on  this  occasion.  They  will  be  cordially 
welcomed.  Members  will  shortly  receive  a  circular 
relating  to  the  Theale  fishery,  whi(  h  is  now  open  ; 
in  the  meantime  information  can  be  obtained  from 
Mr.  Roberts,  the  Railway  Inn,  Theale.  The  cold 
changeable  weather  of  jlast  week-end  was 
responsible  for  very  light  baskets  at  Kelvedon, 
where  there  weie  several  degrees  of  frost  on 
the  nights  of  Nov.  30  and  Dec.  1,  but  some 
fair  perch  and  jack  up  to  101b.  were  taken.  Mr. 
Chasteney  had  a  quantity  of  whiting  at  Gorleston, 
but  the  rough  state  of  tlie  sea  prevented  him  going 
off  to  the  haunts  of  the  cod.  Mr.  George  Atkins 
leported  a  catch  of  seven  dozen  herrings,  taken  on 
bare  tinned  hooks  in  an  hour's  fishing,  and  a  some- 
what rare  catch — an  octopus.  The  herruigs  gave 
excellent  sport  on  light  tae.Je. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBrEY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  on  Dec.  5,  .  The  result 
of  the  semi-final  in  the  club  championship  is  that 
Mr..C.  L.  Scholefield  and  Mr.  J.  Potter  are  left  to 
compete  in  the  final  for  the  gold  medal.  Mr.  W. 
T.  Attwood  has  taken  some  nice  grayling,  the  best 
fish  1  lb.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Attwood  now  takes  the  lead 
■for  the  club  challenge  cup.    Mr.  J.  Potter  and  Mr. 


R.  G.  Woodruff  have  taken  some  nice  roach.  The 
management  of  the  club  fisheries  proved  the  principal 
topic  of  discussion,  and  certain  alterations  were 
accepted  by  the  management.  A  new  member  was 
elected,  and  several  nominated  for  membership. 
Members  are  requested  to  bring  forward  their  friends 
for  membership  before  the  ILsts  close.  An  outing  to 
Pangbourne  takes  place  next  week-end. — Hon,  Sec. 


CLOSE  OF  ANGLING  IN  THE 
GALLOWAY  URR. 


Rod  fishing  in  the  Urr  of  Galloway  closed  for  the 
season  on  Nov.  30,  Sport  was  indifferent  during 
the  summer,  when  only  a  fair  quantity  of  sea-trout 
ascended  the  river.  In  the  evenings  during  July  a 
few  were  caught  with  the  fly.  The  aimual  migration 
of  herling  began  in  July,  and  in  the  loUowing  month 
they  were  fairly  numerous.  Some  good  baskets 
were  taken  after  darn  with  night  tly.  The  autumn 
salmon  began  to  run  in  September,  but  it  was  not 
until  October  that  they  were  lured  to  the  fly.  A 
few  good-sized  fish  were  tasen,  from  91b.  to  i91b., 
and  one  of  28lb.  was  the  heaviest  caught  on  the 
Munches  water  by  Mr.  G,  bwanson,  the  keeper. 
Several  skilled  anglers  never  had  the  pull  of  a 
salmon  all  the  bacR-end,  As  in  the  case  of  recent 
years,  there  was  no  run  of  grilse  from  the  Solway. 
The  best  of  the  salmon  were  taken  on  private 
waters.  The  river  has  been  in  high  bpate  all  this 
week.  Heatheebell. 


FISH  AFFECTION  FOR  EACH  OTHER. 


In  the  "  Philosophical  Transactions,"  Vol.  9,  it  is 
stated  that  : — 

"  Fish  that  are  kept  in  jars,  when  they  have 
lived  awhile  together,  contract  so  great  an  affection 
for  each  other  that  if  they  are  separated  they 
become  melancholy  and  sullen,  and  are  a  long  time 
before  they  forget  the  loss. 

'•  Mr.  Anderson  put  two  ruffs  into  a  jar  of  water 
about  Christmas,  and  in  April  he  gave  one  of  them 
away. 

"  The  fish  that  remained  was  so  affected  that 
it  would  eat  nothing  for  three  weeks  ;  so  that 
fearing  it  would  pine  to  death,  he  sent  it  to  the 
eentleMian  on  whom  he  had  bestowed  its  companion. 

"  On  r^oining  it,  it  ate  immediately,  and  re- 
covered its  former  briskness." 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitot. 

[We  do  not  hold  owrselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents,] 

"  ON  HANDLING  THE  FISHING  ROD." 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  3  I  note  that  Mr.  Douglas  has  taken  excep- 
tion to  my  article,  "  On  HandUng  the  Fishing  Rod," 
which  appeared  in  your  paper  under  the  date  of 
Oct.  27. 

So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  I  see  no  reason 
why  I  should  change  my  statement,  "  that  the  butt 
is  given  to  the  fish  by  reeling  in  the  line  until  the 
tip  of  the  rod  is  pointing  in  the  direction  of  the 
fish,"  etc.  This  practical  application  of  the  butt 
is  in  constant  use  by  rodsters  over  here,  and  I 
can  hardly  imagine  how  any  angler,  having  a  little 
experience  with  the  rod,  could  so  bimgle  matters 
that  the  line  would  be  in  danger  of  breaking.  I 
have  angled  for  heavy  sea  fish  ever  since  I  was 
eighteen  years  old,  and  my  practical  experience 
inclines  me  to  most  strongly  advocate  the  method 
of  butt  play  as  outlined  in  the  above-mentioned 
article. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  Mr.  Douglas  could  be 
ignorant  of  the  great  usefulness  of  pumping," 
and,  while  he  doubts  my  seriousness  in  this  respect, 
no  sea-angler  in  the  United  States  is  ignorant  of 
this  method  for  tiring  out  and  bringing  heavy 
game  fish  to  gaff.  If  I  could  have  the  pleasure 
in  taking  Mr.  Douglas  out  with  me  for  a  day's 
tarpon  fishing,  I  could  quickly  convince  him  that 
"  pumping  "  is  by  no  means  a  joke,  but  an  intensely 
practical  mode  of  regaining  a  few  yards  of  line.  It 
stands  to  reason  that  no  angler  would  lower  his 
rod  long  enough  for  the  fish  to  take  advantage  of 
the  slack  line  caused  by  dropping  the  tip.  The 
movement  is  accomplished  in  a  second's  time,  and 
I  have  never  heard  of  an  angler,  who  possesses 
even  a  moderate  degree  of  skill,  to  even  think  that 
this  method  was  otherwise  than  very  practical, 
and  I  have  always  spent  much  time  with  the 
fraternity. 

J  have  caught  tarpon  in  Florida,  Texas,  and 
Mexico,  and  have  enjoyed  the  exciting  rush  of  the 
tiina  and  yellowtail  of  California,  and  neither  my- 


self nor  any  other  angler  who  angles  for  these  heavy 
fish  would  care  to  attempt  their  capture  upon  a 
light  rod  and  tackle  without  resorting  to  much 
constant  "  pumping."  No  rodster  who  visits 
Florida,  Texas,  or  California  can  fail  to  see  this 
"  pumping "  method  in  constant  use,  and  were 
Mr.  Douglas  to  visit  Avalon,  the  home  of  the  leaping 
tuna,  gamy  white  bass,  and  giant  jewfish,  he  would 
quickly  learn  to  play  his  hand  at  the  game. 

While  I  have  never  fished  for  salt-water  fisli  on 
your  coasts,  I  hardly  believe  you  can  offer  a  better 
game  fish  than  a  2001b.  tarpon,  tuna,  or  a  30011). 
black  bass,  and  I  am  equally  sure  that  it  must  take 
an  equal  amount  of  skill  to  kill  one  of  these  very 
active  fish  on  a  light  rod  as  must  be  shown  in  the 
capture  of  any  other  game  fish. 

It  may  interest  your  readers  to  learn  the  facts 
of  our  game  fish  and  their  capture  : — George  Farns- 
worth,  a  boatman  at  Avalon,  Santa  Catalina  Island, 
California,  on  Aug.  24,  1905,  killed  a  1981b.  black 
bass  on  a  9^oz.  greenheart  rod  and  a  nine-strand 
line,  after  a  fight  of  three  hours.  A  woman,  Mrs. 
Petrie,  of  Chicago,  killed,  in  May,  1904,  a  2201b. 
black  bass  in  forty  minutes,  and  I  saw  the  fi.sli 
weighed  on  the  stand.  The  record  weight  black 
sea  bass  is  4361b.,  caught  by  Mr.  L.  Murphy,  of 
Conrerse,  Indiana,  last  July,  upon  the  regulation 
tackle  and  under  the  rulings  of  the  Tuna  Club. 

The  regulation  tarpon  outfit  is  as  follows  : — 

Rod :  Tip,  14oz.  to  15oz.,  S^ft.  to  6ft.  long  ; 
independent  butt,  18in.  to  22in.  long,  weighing  lOoz. 
to  13oz. 

Line :  Irish  linen,  18  to  24  thread,  21  thread 
being  standard. 

Hooks  :  7-0  to  10-0  in  size. 

The  tuna  and  black  bass  outfits  are  nearly  the 
same,  most  anglers  using  one  outfit  for  both  fish. 
— Yours  very  truly,  Chas.  S.  Taylor. 


EAST  INDIA  CANE. 

Dear  Sie, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspon- 
dents kindly  inform  me  whether  the  cane  known  as 
"  East  India  "  cane  is  suitable  for  split-cane  rod 
building  ? 

I  find  that  this  cane  when  cut  into  V-shaped 
strips  in  course  of  preparation  for  rod-making 
breaks  very  easily  at,  what  I  must  call  for  want  of 
a  more  accurate  term,  the  knot. 

Is  this  weakness  at  the  particular  part  referred  to 
common  to  all  cane  ? 

One  of  your  correspondents  recently  stated  that 
Tonquin  or  garden  cane  was  a  suitable  material 
for  split-cane  rod  building,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

I  find  difficulty  in  getting  this  cane,  or  what  I 
consider  to  be  garden  cane,"  regular  in  section, 
that  is  to  say,  that  alternate  sections  are  of  circular 
and  D  shape. 

I  have  noted  the  reply  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  24 
to  a  query  as  to  where  suitable  cane  might  be 
obtained  for  making  split-cane  rods. 

However,  I  should  be  obUged  for  any  further 
information  bearing  on  the  question  of  obtaining 
suitable  cane  for  split-cane  rod  building.- — Yours 
truly.  Knotty, 

  J 

ROD  TIMBER. 

De.\r  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Nov.  24»  "  East  Coast 
Angler  "  kindly  replied  to  request  of  '^Vid  "  in  the 
previous  week's  issue.  No  other  reply  has  since 
appeared.  As  I  think  there  are  many  who  would 
be  very  glad  for  information  as  to  where  Tonquin 
cane  may  be  procured  at  a  reasonable  price,  I 
venture  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Hildyard  Rogers  give  his 
fellow-anglers  the  benefit  of  his  experience.  Amateur 
rod-makers  are  much  indebted  to  him  already,  and 
perhaps  he  will  not  mind  increasing  their  indebted- 
ness to  him. 

I  am  told  that  Mr.  Whitty,  of  Liverpool,  stocks 
only  the  mottled  variety  of  East  India  cane. — 
Yours  truly.  West  Countey  Angler. 

PORCELAIN  ROD  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir,- — I  have  seen  inquiries  in  your  valu- 
able paper  about  porcelain  rod  ring  bands  ;  please 
find  enclosed  samples  roughly  bound  to  piece  of  rod 
which  I  have  found  a  great  success  ;  one  is  brass 
and  one  xylonite.  If  you  think  they  are  of  any 
value  to  your  numerous  readers,  they  are  quite 
welcome  to  the  idea.  If  you  cut  rings  off  you  will 
see  shape  of  bands  ;  you  will  find  the  xylonite 
band  a  little  different  in  shape  to  the  brass,  which 
is  meant  to  strengthen  it.  I  have  one  of  my  rods 
done  with  brass  and  one  with  xylonite.  I  was 
using  the  one  with  xylonite  bands  last  week,  and 
caught  a  codling  weighing  51b.  and  reeled  it  on  to 
the  pier,  which  is  a  good  distance  from  the  water. 
I  think  that  ought  to  prove  the  strength  of  them, 
as  it  did  not  strain  them  in  the  least.  I  gave 
this  idea  to  one  of  Allcock  &  Co.'s  travellers  early 
this  year.  I  am  surprised  that  they  have  not 
made  use  of  it.    Perhaps  they  thought  it  was  not 
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of  any  use.  If  any  of  your  readers  cannot  make 
them,  I  am  willing  to  supply  them  at  2d.  per  band, 
or  with  rings  at  6d.  each,  post  free.  Can  procure 
xylonite  or  brass  sheets  of  Hobbies,  Ltd.,  12,  Pater- 
noster-square, at  Is.  "id.  per  sheet.' — Yours  truly. 
Fishing  Tackle  Stores,  H.  Coopeb, 

10,  Lorne  Park-road,  South  Lowestoft. 

[The  method  Mr.  Cooper  adopts  to  secure  the 
rings  is  very  strong.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
securing  them  to  the  rod,  but  of  protecting  the 
porcelain  from  getting  broken  by  contact  with 
iron  or  stone  work.  I  am  told  sea-water  causes 
rubber  to  perish  soon.  I  was  not  aware  of  that, 
but,  if  it  does,  then  rubber  is  no  use  for  sea  rod 
rings.  Personally,  I  shoiild  never  bother  about 
the  rings  breaking — one  can  soon  whip  another  on. 
—Ed.] 


"A  DAY'S  FISHING  ON  A  GRAYLING 
[  STREAM  "—AN  EXPLANATION  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib,' — I  had  not  read  many  lines  of  the 
article  under  the  above  title,  by  A.  C.  Sharpe,  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  24,  when  the  orna- 
mental padding  of  the  same  struck  me  as  having 
a  familiar  ring.  I  seemed  to  have  read  it  before, 
and  a  re-perusal  of  the  third  paragraph  inspired  a 
strong  suspicion  that  I  had  written  it  myself.  In 
a  short  hunt  through  the  likeliest  covers,  1  flushed 
niy  bird,  and  discovered  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  said  ornamental  padding  had  been  "  Ufted  " 
in,  apparently,  the  most  barefaced  manner  from 
Chapter  6  of  my  book,  "  Angling  Done  Here  !  " 
How  unblushingly  your  contributor  has  done  his 
work  you  may  judge  for  yourself  by  comparing  the 
following  paragraphs  of  his  with  the  original 
passages  in  "  Angling  Done  Here  !  "  which  have 
evidently  "  inspired  "  him. 

"  Over  the  gate  you  slowly  climb,  and  wend  your 
way  over  the  meadows,  clothed  in  a  mantle  of 
hoar  frost,  and  leave  a  broad  trail  of  footprints 
behind.  Underfoot  the  brambles  crack  and  the 
dead  leaves  rustle  ;  and  the  branches  of  the  silver- 
birches  loom  gaunt  and  ghostlike  through  the 
morning  mists.  The  sun  climbs  up  over  the 
distant  hills,  and  quietly  peeps  down  on  the  mist- 
covered  river,  as  though  unwilling  to  intrude. 
Next,  he  mounts  higher,  clear  up  above  the  reed- 
tops,  and  hangs,  a  dull  red  ball,  suspended  in  space. 
As  he  gains  in  power,  the  mists  that  roll  in  filmy 
waves  over  the  river's  course  are  gradually  dis- 
persed, the  silver-birches  and  the  dark  green  yews 
appear  more  distinct,  and  the  hoar  frost  changes 
into  myriads  of  glittering  gems,  sparkling  in  the 
sunlight." — A.  C.  Sharpe. 

Over  the  stile  we  climb,  and  wend  our  way  acros^ 
the  fields,  stepping  freely  over  the  softer-than-velvet' 
pile  carpet,  where  no  mortal  man  before  us  has  left 
the  imprint  of  his  foot.  .  .  .  Underfoot  the 
brambles  and  undergrowth  crackle.  .  .  .  The  tall, 
graceful  silver  birches  on  the  opposite  bank  loomed 
gaunt  and  ghostlike  through  the  morning  mists.  .  .  . 
Then  the  sun  slowly  clambered  up  the  other  side  of 
the  hill,  and  peeped  cautiously  over  the  top  as  if  he 
had  never  visited  that  scene  before.  Next  he  mounted 
up  clear  above  the  hill,  a  dull,  red  ball,  suspended  in 
space.  The  mists  gradually  dissolved.  The  silver 
birches  appeared  more  distinct.  .  .  .  The  hoar 
frost  on  the  trees  melted  into  dewdrops. — "Angling 
Done  Here  !  " 

Here  are  a  few  more  samples  : — 

"  A  perky  little  robin  ....  keeps  one  eye 
upon  you  lest  you  approach  too  near." — A.  C. 
Sharpe. 

A  perky  little  robin  ....  watched  me 
suspiciously  out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye,  as  if  he 
was  not  quite  certain  whether  or  no  I  had  some 
nefarious  design  against  him. — "  Angling  Done 
Here  !  " 

"  The  long  slender  arms  of  the  riverside  willows 
droop  into  the  water  and  trail  in  the  eddies." — 
A.  C.  Sharpe. 

The  slender  arms  of  the  riverside  willows  droop 
wearily  and  trail  dismally  in  the  eddies. — "  Angling 
Done  Here  !  " 

"  The  sun  has  now  almost  disappeared,  and  the 
slanting  shadows  grow  longer."' — A.  C.  Sharpe. 

The  sun  ....  slowly  disappeared  ....  and 
the  slanting  shadows  lengthened. — "  Angling  Done 
Here  !  " 

"  The  wind  moans  and  the  naked  branches  creak 
and  sway." — A.  C.  Sharpe. 

The  night-wind  moans  ....  and  the  branches 
creak  and  sway. — "  Angling  Done  Here  !  " 

''  And  over  all  is  the  cold  grey  mantle  of  ap- 
proaching night."' — A.  C.  Sharpe. 

All  above  was'now  the  cold  grey  mantle  of  approach- 
ing night. — "  Angling  Done  Here  ! 


"  Ha  !  What  is  that  ?  A  snowflake — a  soft,  white, 
fleecy  flake  comes  fluttering  down  like  a  feather. 
Soon  another,  and  another  follows,  until  the  air  is 
filled  with  them." — A.  C.  Sharpe. 

What  is  that  ?  A  snowflake — a  great  fleecy  flake, 
almost  as  big  as  a  crown-piece.  Another  and  another  ! 
The  air  is  full  of  them — light,  floating  forms  of 
heavenly  grace.  They  are  feathers  from  the  wings  of 
the  angels  ! — "  Angling  Done  Here  !  " 

Mr.  A.  C.  Sharpens  ideas  concerning  literary  copy- 
right may  be  vague  ;  but,  as  the  6d.  edition  of 
"  Angling  Done  Here !  "  is  still  on  sale,  I  fear  I 
must  ask  him  for  a  suitable  explanation  of  his 
appropriation  of  its  contents  for  the  manufacture 
of  an  "  original  "  article. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

Nov,  27,  1906.  W.  Cabteb  Platts. 

[It  will  be  interesting  to  hear  what  Mr.  A.  C. 
Sharpe  has  to  say — perhaps  he  will  say  it  is  a  case 
of  Hyde  and  Jekyll,  or  Sharpes  and  Flats — I  mean 
Platts.  Mr.  Platts  is  no  flat,  and  I  apologise  to  him 
for  having  innocently  published  his  brain-work  as 
that  of  another. — Ed.] 

A   FINE  PIKE. 

Deab  Sib, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that  I 
landed  on  Nov.  24,  at  Three  Bridges,  by  a  quite 
ordinary  rod  and  line,  a  pike  which  weighed  25 Jib., 
the  length  being  3ft.  9in.  ;  this  fish  was  in  every 
respect  caught  in  the  ordinary  way  of  sport. 

Ample  evidence  can  be  furnished  verifying  above 
figures  as  to  weight  and  proportions  of  my  catch 
(which  may  be  seen  upon  application  to  Messrs. 
Head  and  Taylor,  Park-street,  Horsham,  in  whose 
hands  it  now  is  for  purpose  of  being  mounted). 

The  pike  in  question  and  the  water  referred  to 
are  not  to  be  confovinded  with  the  recent  regrettable 
draining  of  Warnhara  Mill  Pond,  where  the  flood- 
gates collapsing,  fine  specimens  of  pike,  together 
with  quantities  of  other  fish,  have  been  netted 
with  a  view  to  restocking,  whilst  fish  of  all  kinds 
have  gone  down  stream  in  shoals. 

Good  sport  with  pike  of  a  more  average  size 
has  been  recently  had  in  various  waters  by  my 
son  and  self,  but,  records  not  having  been  kept, 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  give  you  details. — Yovu-s 
truly,  J.  Pabkhurst. 

PIKE  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  LIVERPOOL. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  through  the  columns  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  it  there  is  any  good  pike  fishing 
in  or  around  Liverpool.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.-— Yours  truly,  G.  S.  Johnson. 


SHEFFIELD   V.   LEA  STYLE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  the  correspondence  which  has 
taken  place  with  regard  to  the  different  styles  of 
roach-fishing — namely,  Thames,  Lea,  and  Notting- 
ham— mention  was  made  of  a  challenge  issued  to 
the  champion  roach  angler  some  years  ago.  Might 
I  ask  who  is  supposed  to  be  the  fortunate  individual 
holding  this  title  ? 

A  Lea  angler's  idea  of  a  pegged-down  match  is 
quite  right,  it  is  no  test  of  skill  ;  let  it  be  a  roving 
match  over  a  stretch  of  water.  I  have  in  my  own 
mind's  eye  a  gentleman  who,  if  he  could  only  be 
induced  to  fish,  would  give  a  good  account  of 
himself  ;  in  fact,  I  am  prepared  to  back  him  against 
any  roach  angler  in  the  country,  in  a  roving  match, 
home  and  home,  and  the  aggregate  weight  of  fish 
caught  in  both  waters  to  decide  the  winner.  Failing 
this,  why  not  a  match  between  six  Nottinghamshire 
roach  anglers  and  six  of  either  Thames  or  Lea 
style,  home  and  home.  This  would  prove  a  very 
interesting  struggle,  and  would  be  followed  with 
much  interest  next  roach  season.  Of  course  each 
particular  style  has  its  adherents,  who  swear  by 
their  own  methods,  and  we  of  the  Nottingham  style 
think  for  stream  and  bank  fishing  there  is  nothing 
to  be  compared  with  our  own.  Trusting  some  other 
enthusiasts  may  take  this  matter  up.^ — Yours  truly, 

Kegworth.  W.  P.  Woolley. 


LIVE  BAIT  FOR  ROACH. 

Dear  Sm, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  Lane,  has, 
according  to  his  letter  in  your  last  week's  issue, 
made  an  important  discovery  by  catching  a  roach 
with  a  live  shrimp. 

I  must  confess  that  I  am  so  much  surprised 
at  his  expression  "  had  he  known  it  was  such  a 
rare  occurrence  "  that  I  feel  compelled  to  enlighten 
him  with  the  fact  that  the  fresh-water  shrimp  has 
been  a  standard  winter  bait  for  roach  in  Leicester 
for  many  years  to  my  own  knowledge,  and,  no 
doubt,  years  before  my  time. 

Your  correspondent  is  therefore  considerably 
behindhand  in  informing  anglers  of  what  they  have 
known  for  years. — Yoi^s  truly.  Angles. 


A  BEE— OOTIFTJL  STORY, 

Dear  Sir, — From  the  "  Varieties  "  column  of  the 
Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  (Nov.  30,  1906),  I 
have  culled  this  gem: — 

"  A  Bee  Story. — Several  swarms  of  bees  fol-  / 
lowed  the  hearse  of  Mr.  Oliver  J.  Seer,  a  pioneer 
apiarist,  of  Wall  Lake,  Iowa,  and,  deserting  their 
hives,  swarmed  on  the  trees  over  his  grave  in  the 
cemetery.  During  his  life  he  moved  freely  among 
them  without  covering  his  hands  or  face,  and  he 
was  never  stung." 

I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  certain  men  who  handle 
bees  constantly  are  very  seldom  stung.  "  Never  " 
takes  a  lot  of  believing  !  but  the  charm  of  such  a 
story  to  an  old  angler  is  the  perfectly  delightful 
manner  in  which  an  old  niursGry  tale  is  thus  verified. 

"  Who  saw  him  die  ?  " 

"  I  said  the  fly,  I  saw  him  die." 

Then  why  not  the  bee  ? 

As  for  our  fish  stories,  they  are  simply  nowh 
after  this — nowhere  !    Nor  is  wireless  telegrapl 
any  longer  a  world's  wonder,  since  the  bees  ha\ 
evidently  employed  it  from  time  immemorial.  The 
have  been  sending  messages  humming  ever  sine' 
the  Flood. 

How  touching  is  the  picture  thus  drawn  by  the 
historian. 

Pale,  pale  grows  the  face  of  our  boldest  fishing 
story-teller,  "  X.  Y.  Z."  He  feels  his  unworthi-' 
ness  !  He  is  outclassed  !— he  is  pushed  on  one  side  ! 
His  place  is  the  rubbish-heap,  or  the  waste-paper 
basket.  No  more  for  him  shall  the  sun  shine.  *  No 
more  shall  he  either  hold  his  hearers  spellbound  or 
"  set  the  table  in  a  roar."  His  trout  stories  are 
nowhere,  and  even  his  salmon  tales  have  become 
■'  stale,  flat,  and  unprofitable." 

For  of  which  of  these  fishes  has  it  been  averred 
that  they  ever  followed  even  a  drowned  fisherman 
to  his  long  home,  cold-blooded  creatures  as  they 
are.  In  futiu'e,  soothe  me  with  stories  of  the  bee — 
the  bee-ootiful  bee — the  bee  that  preceded  Signer 
Marconi — the  bee  that  wept  as  he  clung  to  the  tree, 
humming  the  funeral  march  in  the  dismalest  key 
that  ever  came  forth  from  a  musical  bee. 

Who  can  read  the  story  and  be  unmoved  ?  As 
I  perused  it  a  great  sadness  fell  on  me,  and  I  said, 
solemnly,  I  shall  never  tell  another  fish  story,  short 
or  tall,  while  I  live  !  Never  !  Oh,  woe  is  me  ;  for 
I  am  undone. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

IS  THERE  A  RAIN-PROOF  CLOTH  ? 
Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  most  grateful  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  of  a  genuine 
rain-proof  cloth  for  coats,  such  as  (having  no  rubber 
lining,  facing,  backing,  or  admixture)  will  really 
turn  a  good  heavy  driving  rain  for  some  hours  at  a 
time. 

I  have  tried  "  Omne  Tempus  "  and  proved  it 
useless,  at  the  most  important  part,  round  the 
shoulders.  Name  of  makers,  address,  and  cost 
would  be  a  boon  to — Yours  truly, 

Westmeeian. 


LOUGH  MASK  IN  APRIL  AND  MAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  as  to  what  the  chances 
of  spcfrt  are  on  Lough  Mask  in  the  latter  half  of 

April  and  first  half  of  May  with  trout  and  pike  

Yours  truly,  A.  B.  R. 


IS  IT  A  RECORD  CRAB  ? 

Dear  Sib, — Whilst  fishing  here  on  Nov.  27  off 
the  pier,  I  caught  and  landed  a  crab  91b.  2oz.  in 
weight ;  also  one  21b.  6oz.,  and  a  small  lobster. 
Beyond  these  three  I  drew  blank.  Can  you  tell  me, 
is  not  91b.  almost  a  record  for  a  rod-caught  crab  '— 
Yours  truly,  Ragwobm'. 

Shanklin. 

[I  can  cer-tainly  say  I  do  not  remember  anything 
like  such  a  big  crab  being  caught  by  an  angler.  I 
believe  the  only  part  of  a  crab  that  size  good  for 
nothing  is  the  sport  he  shows  while  being  pulled  in— 
but  he  makes  up  for  it  when  you  come  to  unhook 
him  ! — Ed.] 


A  FINE  THREE-HOURS'  CATCH  OF  SKATE 
AND  CONGER  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 
Dear  Sib, — Messrs.  Tuck  and  Ewens,  fishing 
with  Nichol  Barbeary,  the  B.S.A.S.  boatman,  who 
is  notorious  among  the  bream  and  bass  off  Ilfra- 
combe,  had  a  wonderful  catch  of  skate  and  conger 
in  three  hours  on  Noe.  26.  They  had  about  thirty 
conger,  weighing  3931b.,  a  fine  cod,  and  a  very 
large  skate  which,  with  ^two  small  ones,  weighed 
about  1401b.  The  late  chairman  of  the  Ilfracombe 
District  Council,  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke,  tells  me  that 
enormous  quantities  of  skate  and  conger  are  being 
taken  just  now  by  the  boatmen.    Not  long  ago  a 

401b.  conger  was  taken  on  the  pier  by  Mr.  Rendle  

Yours  truly,  R.  Wakben  Vebnon! 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  Nottingham  Reel  and  the  American  Quadruple 
Multiplier  Compared  by  an  American  Expert. 

I  AM  much  obliged,  and  I  feel  sure  a  great  many 
of  our  readers  will  be  also,  to  Chancellor  G. 
Levison  for  the  great  trouble  he  has  taken  at 
different  times  to  explain  the  American  method  of 
bait-casting.  I  confess  that  for  many  years  I 
looked  upon  our  American  friends  as  being  out  of 
date  by  nearly  half  a  centuiy  in  continuing  the 
use  of  multiplying  reels,  as  they  began  to  go  out 
of  use  in  this  country  about  fifty  years  ago.  But 
it  seems  to  be  more  and  more  impressed  upon  me 
that  the  immense  improvements  made  in  multiplying 
reels  in  America  and  in  the  methods  of  using  them 
are  beginning  to  put  us  out  of  date  !  I  think  Mr. 
Levison  under-estimates  the  speed  at  which  one 
can  wind  in  a  line  on  a  3|in.  or  4in.  Nottingham 
reel.  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  anything  special  with 
the  Nottingham  reel,  but  I  can  generally  wind  in 
as  fast  as  necessary,  even  when  casting  up  stream. 
My  difficulty  in  the  few  trials  I  have  made  in 
castmg  with  the  American  quadruple  multiplying 
reel  and  the  hard-plait  undressed  line  is  that  I 
found  that  occasionally  the  reel  went  roimd  and 
the  line  bunched  out  into  loose  coils  on  the  reel 
instead  of  all  going  out. 

Some  day  I  hope  business  may  bring  Mr. 
Levison  to  this  country,  and  that  we  may  then 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  cast.  By  the  way, 
he  reminds  me  that  the  article  by  him  mth  illus- 
trations showing  the  "  direct  over  cast,"  in  which 
the  angler  faces  the  water,  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  1904,  and  not  in  1902  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — From  time  to  time 
requests  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  casting  Ught  baits  or  lures, 
and  '  Thymallus,'  in  the  issue  of  May  26,  asks  for 
enlightenment  on  spinning  for  trout,  so,  in  hopes 
of  aiding  him,  I  am  tempted  to  again  '  butt  in.' 

"  So  much  has  been  written  and  pubHshed  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  others  as  well  as  several  short 


articles  by  myself  on  the  American  style  of  bait- 
casting  without  apparently  creating  the  least 
interest  in  it  among  English  anglers,  that  unless  I 
had  faith  that  ultimately  this  method  in  Great 
Britain  will  be  given  proper  recognition  and  full 
acknowledgment  of  its  superiority  over  all  other 
styles  I  would  not  again  venture  a  word  on  the 
subject. 

"  Mr.  Phillips'  answer  to  '  Thymallus  '  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  2  so  completely  disposes  of  the 
tin-tray  attachment  that  it  has  not  a  thing  to 
hang  from,  so  I  will  pass  that  by  without  comment. 

"  The  principal  point,  however,  of  the  inquiry 
seems  to  rest  on  the  practicability  of  the  Notting- 
ham reel  for  casting  up  stream  in  rapid  water.  Here 
we  know  very  little  of  Nottingham  reels,  but  I 
suppose  that  they  are  simply  single-action  reels 
built  according  to  the  skill  of  the  maker  to  run 
very  easy,  light,  and  smooth.  From  my  own 
experience  of  some  years,  I  conclude  that,  for  such 
fishing,  such  a  reel  is  almost  useless,  that  is,  for 
the  reason  that  when  fishing,  and  especially  in  a 
rapid  water ,  up  stream,  the  line  surely  must  be 
brought  down  faster  than  the  water  can  drift  it, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  must  be  wound  fairly  even 
on  the  reel  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  the  next 
cast,  and  with  a  single-action  reel  _this  is  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

"  Only  a  short  time  ago  one  of  your  best  firms 
very  kindly  sent  me  over  such  a  reel  to  try.  It 
was  beautifully  made  with  a  jewelled  bearing  to 
rest  on  the  point  of  the  shaft  or  axle,  and  it  cast 
very  well  indeed.  Its  outside  diameter  was,  if  my 
memory  serves,  about  3Jin.,  and  there  were  brass 
or  metal  rods  or  spokes  across  the  spool  flanges, 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  this  space  so  the  fine 
would  be  wound  on  over  this  larger  diameter,  and 
thereby  be  taken  up  faster.  Even  with  this  pro- 
vision for  quick  recovery,  my  own  multipher  of 
only  Ifin.  outside  diameter  woiild  take  up  the 
line  as  fast  again,  and  with  less  fatigue  to  one's 
fingers,  as  the  circle  the  handle  makes  is  only  about 
half  as  large  as  was  that  of  the  single-action  reel. 
To  demonstrate  this  practically  with  a  friend,  I 
tried  retrieving  the  line  from  about  150ft.  on  a  lawn, 
and  the  smaller  and  lighter  multipl5nng  reel  would 
have  the  line  all  wound  in  ready  for  another  cast 
when  the  other  was  less  than  half  way  in. 

"  To  be  thus  able  to  keep  the  line  taut  when 
reeling  in  down  stream  seems  to  me  to  be  an  impor- 
tant factor  to  success  in  spinning, 

"  Mr.  Phillips  further  states  in  his  letter  :  '  It  can 
be  fished  upstream  or  down  stream.  If  up  stream, 
you  reel  in  and  move  the  rod  point  upward  as 
soon  as  ever  the  current  tumbles  the  minnow  about, 
the  bait  having  the  appearance  of  a  Uve  minnow 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  stream.'  This 
possibly  might  be  done  intentionally  vrith  a  single- 
action  reel,  but  it  is  more  probable  that  with  such 
a  reel  it  could  not  be  prevented,  because  the  spool 
could  not  be  revolved  with  the  necessary  speed  to 
keep  the  bait  under  control  when  drawing  it  down 
stream.  Not  to  have  the  bait  under  perfect 
control  at  all  times  surely  is  a  serious  handicap, 
as  many  fish  must  in  consequence  be  missed  before 
the  hooks  can  be  fastened,  especially  when  using 
formalin  baits  or  artificial  lures,  which  the  fish 
evidently  try  to  eject  on  touch. 

"  Unless  the  bait  be  drawn  down  stream  faster 
than  the  flow  of  the  current,  it  will  not  give  the 
brilliant  spin  so  essential  to  attract  the  fish. 

"  With  a  small  multiplying  reel  the  bait  may 
be  worked  through  the  water  as  fast  as  required 
or  no  faster  than  the  current  if  fishing  up  stream, 
or  as  slow  as  a  snail  might  move  if  it  better  suit 
the  angler  when  fishing  down  or  across,  but,  like 
a  good  and  fast  horse,  the  speed  is  there  when 
it  is  wanted.  This  is  not  the  case  with  the  single- 
action  reel,  the  greater  power  of  which  to  bring  in 
a  fish  by  force  is  its  only  claim  to  superiority, 
and  even  this  is  doubtful  as  a  point  in  its  favour. 

"  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Ed.  Von  Hofe,  of  Fulton- 
street,  New  York,  made  for  me  a  fine  single-action 
reel  for  light  bait  casting,  but  I  soon  discovered 
how  useless  it  was  for  that  purpose,  and  consigned 
it  for  use  on  a  fly  rod,  where  it  does  good  service 
now. 

Even  with  this  experience,  I  gave  the  fine 
English  single-action  reel  sent  me  to  examine  a 
thorough  and  fair  trial,  both  in  casting  and  retrieving, 
and  further  demonstrated  to  my  own  satisfaction 
that  the  only  reel  for  bait  castrog  for  fresh  water, 
be  it  very  fight  spinning  for  tkout  or  for  heavier 
work,  is  a  quadruple  multiplier.  Consequently  one 
of  suitable  size,  preferably  a  No.  2  '  Talbot,'  with 


spool  and  handle  made  of  aluminium,  will  do  all 
that  '  Thymallus  '  requires. 

"  The  rod  '  ThymaUus  '  states  he  has  been  using 
for  this  fine  work  certainly  must  bo  an  ungainly 
tool  to  manage  on  any  stream  or  rivor,  and  much 
more  difficult  on  a  small  wooded  one,  and  must 
require  both  hands  to  wield,  and  the  line  he  describes 
is  not  so  good  as  a  fine  hard-braided  unfinished 
silk,  at  least,  not  on  the  tackle  I  describe.  My 
own  rod,  made  to  bo  used  with  one  hand,  by  Edward 
F.  Payne,  of  Highland  Mills,  Orange  Co.,  N.Y.,  for 
fine  stream  work,  is  6ft.  4in.  long  and  under  5oz. 
in  weight,  is  of  split-cane,  and  made  in  two  pieces, 
with  independent  cork-covered  handle  with  double 
grasp,  and  mounted  with  large  agate  guides.  The 
reel  is  all  aluminium,  weighs  a  trifle  less  than  4oz., 
including  100  yards  of  fine  hard-braided  line ;  the 
drum,  or  spool,  alone  weighs  less  than  ^oz.,  and 
was  made  by  Wm.  H.  Talbot,  of  Nevjida,  Mo., 
U.S.A.  It  is  No.  2  size.  The  total  weight  of  rod, 
reel,  and  line,  as  will  be  seen,  is  less  than  9oz.  To  the 
line  I  usually  attach  a  chain  of  seventeen  connected 
No.  11  box  bronzed  swivels,  then  a  trace  of  light 
single  gut,  which,  with  the  swivels,  is  about  one 
yard.  To  this  may  be  attached  by  loop  or  small 
metal  snap  catch  any  lure  or  spiimer  desired. 

"  Last  season,  using  Hardy's  No.  4  leaded 
crocodile  spinners  with  formalin  baits  of  suitably 
small  size,  I  had  great  sport  when  the  fly  failed. 
I  landed  in  small  streams  many  large  brown  trout, 
among  them  three  of  31b.  each.  This  season's  sport 
with  this  equipment  has  been  equally  good. 

"  I  returned  the  latter  part  of  June  from  a  four 
weeks'  trip  to  Vermont.  Spent  a  fortnight  at  a 
lake  in  the  northern  part,  and  on  this  tackle  hooked 
and  landed  landlocked  salmon  up  to  S^lb.,  a  number 
of  steelhead  and  rainbow  trout  fully  as  large,  as 
well  as  some  lake  trout,  Salmo  Namaycush,  of 
much  larger  size.  During  my  stay  at  this  lake, 
when  the  wind  for  two  days  was  too  strong  to 
venture  out  in  a  boat,  with  a  friend  I  fished  Lamoille 
river,  a  nearby  stream.  Monday,  June  11,  on 
this  stream  the  total  for  our  two  rods  was  twenty- 
two  brook  trout,  most  of  them  taken  on  dead 
minnows  on  No.  4  crocodile  tackle  casting  up 
stream.  Tuesday,  June  12,  I  fished  over  about 
half  of  same  water  in  the  afternoon  after  2.30 
o'clock,  and  took  ten  trout  with  miimows  on  this 
tackle  and  five  on  fly.  These  were  all  brook  trout, 
Salmo  fonttnalis,  and  averaged  about  three  to  the 
poimd.  All  caught  fishing  up  this  rapid,  partly- 
wooded  stream  in  shallow  water. 

"That  I  am  able  to  spin  a  lure  or  minnow  or  fish 
with  fly  so  conveniently  is  due  to  such  light  tackle, 
and  a  very  ingenious  hollow  aluminium  wading 
staff  made  for  me  also  by  Edward  F.  Payne.  Both 
fly  and  bait  rods  can  be  carried  in  this  staff,  with 
an  extra  tip  for  each,  and  either  may  be  used  so 
long  as  one  may  wish,  and  then  changed  for  the 
other. 

"  If  '  ThymaUus  '  is  interested  in  this  tackle,  I 
will  try  to  have  it  photographed,  so  you  may  repro- 
duce the  pictures  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  the  near 
future.  All  that  Mr.  PhiUips  states  regarding  the 
success  of  casting  a  minnow  in  clear  water  I  can 
fuUy  endorse. 

"  It  would  be  interesting,  and  especially  at  this 
time,  if  '  Glanrhos  '  would  inform  '  ThymaUus  ' 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette  what  reel  and  lure  he 
used  on  the  5oz.  Payne  rod  when  he  landed  that 
191b.  salmon  taken  spinning,  and  if  the  lure  was 
not  cast  from  a  quadruple  multiplying  reel. 

"  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  June  20,  1906. 

"  P.S. — Although  written  at  the  time  with  the 
intention  of  sending  it  to  you,  on  account  of  the 
sUght  interest  manifested  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
American  style  of  bait-casting,  both  horizontal  and 
vertical,  the  foregoing  has  been  held  in  abeyance, 
and  but  for  the  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov. 
10  from  Mr.  Leonard  Crossle  probably  would  have 
very  soon  found  refuge  in  the  waste  basket. 

"  In  response,  however,  to  Mr  Crossle's  queries,  I 
wiU  add,  the  vertical  cast  is  not '  universally  adopted 
by  American  bait-casters.'  It  has  its  uses,  which 
are  almost  certain  direction  and  accuracy,  which 
is  absolutely  necessary  whe  «  fishing  in  waters  whose 
surface  is  covered  with  aquatic  plants,  which  only 
leave  here  and  there  small  clear  spaces  in  which 
the  bait,  preferably  a  frog,  must  be  dropped  to 
insure  any  reasonable  success,  and  this  is  not  possible 
with  the  horizontal  or  side  cast.  In  this  method  of 
fishing  with  frogs  or  Uve  minnows,  as  a  rule,  only 
a  single  hook  passed  through  both  lips  of  the  bait 
is  employed.  The  hook  is  attached  directly  to  the 
line  without  any  leader  or  trace  whatever,  and. 
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therefore,  the  bait  may  be  brought  within  20in.  of 
the  rod  tip,  which  is  a  good  length  beyond  the  tip 
to  swing,  or  it  may  be  brought  nearer  the  tip,  if 
the  angler  so  desires.  A  trace,  bo  it  ever  so  short, 
or  knots  on  the  line  would  be  fatal,  as  they  would 
be  sure  to  catch  in  the  weeds  and  prevent  the  fish 
running  through  them  a  short  distance  with  the 
bait,  which  it  is  usually  permitted  to  do,  to  give 
it  time  to  turn  the  bait  and  take  it  in  its  mouth 
beyond  the  hook,  before  striking. 

"  When  fishing  in  open  water  with  an  artificial 
lure  or  spinning  a  dead  bait  on  anyone  of  the  many 
tackles  made  for  such  purpose,  the  arrangement  of 
trace  and  swivels  described  above  will  be  found 
very  satisfactory  for  the  horizontal  or  side  cast. 

"  The  reason  the  methods  of  casting  in  our  tourna- 
ment events  is  restricted  to  one  style  is  for  a  fair 
comparison.  To  permit  both  the  horizontal  and 
vertical  method  in  the  same  event  would  be  about 
the  same  as  if  the  switch  arid  overhead  cast  were 
used  in  the  same  fly-casting  event  for  distance.  It 
would  hardly  answer.  I  have  no  data  of  any 
records  made  with  the  Nottingham  reel  previous  to 
the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  1904,  in  London, 
and  you,  sir,  previous  to  that  time  mformed  me 
through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  that 
there  was  no  record  of  ^oz.  bait-casting  in  Great 
Britain.  The  longest  single-hand  horizontal  cast 
with  \oz.  pear-shape  sinker  with  multipljring  reel 
that  I  am  cognisant  of  is  176ft.  2in.,  made  by 
Sidney  Fry  at  the  National  Rod  and  Reel  Asso- 
ciation Tournament  at  Harlem  Mere,  Central  Park, 
in  May,  1888. 

"If  by  the  'Nottingham  cast'  Mr.^  Crossle 
means  the  horizontal  or  side  cast  with  a  NottingJiam 
reel,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  think 
that  a  hghter  weight  can  be  cast  with  a  quadruple 
multiplying  reel  by  either  the  overhead  or  side 
method.  By  which  of  these  methods  the  hghter 
weight  can  be  cast  with  a  quadruple  multipl5ring 
reel  I  am  not  prepared  to  venture  an  opinion,  but 
the  folloT\Tng  incident  will  give  an  idea  of  the 
possibihties  of  the  horizontal  style  with  one  of  these 
reels. 

"  When  trout-fishing  on  the  Beaverkill  the  last 
ten  days  of  the  season  this  last  August,  and  the 
water  was  too  low  for  fly  and  so  clear  and  low 
that  a  very  small  preserved  minnow  cast  up  stream 
on  one  of  Hardy's  leaded  crocodile  tackles  of  the 
smallest  size  was  equally  ineffective,  as  a  last 
resource  I  mounted  a  minnow  on  one  of  these 
smallest  tackles  unleaded,  and,  with  no  additional 
weight,  except  the  chain  of  swivels  as  described 
above,  found  I  could  easily  cast  as  far  as  necessary 
for  practical  work,  which  in  such  low  and  clear 
water  was  quite  a  distance,  and  vnih.  this  refined 
tackle  enjoyed  fairly  good  sport  the  balance  of  tlie 
season.  This  is.  the  first  time  I  had  attempted  to 
cast  one  of  these  No.  4  small  unleaded  tackles,  and 
was  weU  pleased  with  such  success,  as  previously  I 
had  thought  that  the  addition  of  the  little  weight 
in  the  leaded  ones  was  necessary  even  for  my  very 
sensitive  '  Talbot '  reel. 

"  As  Mr.  Grossle  points  out,  '  the  results  of  this 
New  York  Tournament  bear  out  in  great  measure 
the  arguments  advanced  by  me '  (Mr.  Crossle)  '  in 
an  article  contributed  in  these  columns  in  favour 
of  short  rods,  fine  hues,  and  reels  of  small  diameter 
and  low  momentum.'    The  itahcs  are  mine. 

"  In  view  of  this,  it  may  interest  Mr.  Crossle  to 
read  my  article  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  8, 
1902,  on  the  same  subject,  but  more  particularly 
the  reel,  in  which  he  will  find  nearly  all  the  argu- 
ments advanced  in  the  article  he  refers  to,  but,  of 
course,  rather  differently  expressed. 

"  Judgmg  by  the  difficulty  to  obtain  recognition 
of-  the  American  light  fly  rods  in  Great  Britain, 
Mr.  Crossle's  suggestion  '  that  your  tackle-makers 
and  anglers  borrow  a  leaf  or  two  from  the  American 
book '  on  casting  light  baits  from  the  reel  does 
not  seem  opportune  at  present,  but  that  this  may 
be  a  wrong  conclusion  and  that  the  suggestion 
may  soon  be  acted  on  is  still  the  earnest  wish  of — 
Yours  very  truly,  "C.  G.  Levison. 

"  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Nov.  30,  1906." 

The  Commercial  Fishing  Season  on  the  Tweed. 

From  the  account  and  report  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  shareholders  of  the  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries 
Company  on  Nov.  27  it  appears  that  the  season 
has  been  a  very  disappointing  one  indeed.  The 
chairman  reported  that  there  were  plenty  of  salmon 
in  the  North  Sea,  but  they  would  not  run  up  the 
Tweed  until  after  the  nets  were  off.  It  must  not  be 


supposed  that  this  was  a  case  of  post  hoc,  propter  hoc  ! 
The  salmon  waited  until  the  autumn  floods  diluted 
the  filthy  summer  water  of  the  Tweed,  which  gets 
polluted  every  year  more  and  more  by  every  town 
and  village  on  its  banks.  Unfortunately,  the  directors 
do  not  realise,  or  do  not  appear  to  realise,  the  increase 
of  this  -ivicked  ruination  of  one  of  the  finest  salmon 
rivers  m  the  United  Kingdom,  and  one  of  the  most 
famous  angling  rivers  m  the  world.  If  they  did  they 
would  move  Parhament  to  get  the  cancer  rooted  out. 
It  is  true  they  invited  the  Local  Government  Board 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  to  have  the 
river  inspected  ;  they  asked  that  this  might  be 
done  in  June,  expecting  that  the  river  would  then 
be  at  its  worst.  Unfortunately,  when  the  inspectors 
came  dowi  it  was  a\ter  a  ]ortnigMs  heavy  rain,  so, 
of  course,  they  packed  up  their  apparatus  and  went 
home  none  the  wiser — at  least,  if  they  did  not,  one 
fails  to  see  how  their  report  on  a  clean  condition  of 
the  river  can  be  any  use  in  showing  how  horribly 
foul  it  is  in  dry  seasons  !  With  all  respect, 
it  seems  to  me  that  what  the  directors  should  do  is 
not  to  pray  to  Heaven  in  the  shape  of  the  Scottish 
Secretary,  who  is  too  busy  to  care  a  bawbee  about 
the  Tweed,  but  to  get  a  strong  body  of  expert 
evidence  from  first-class  men  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  river  and  its  tributaries,  the  number  of  sewers 
and  drains,  and  amount  of  sewage  and  factory 
refuse  annually  poured  into  the  river,  etc.  The 
money  for  this  could  be  obtained  by  shutting  up 
the  hatchery,  where  salmon  eggs  taken  from  wild 
fish  are  ruined  for  any  atom  of  good  they  do  the 
river.  Nobody  can  produce  any  proof  that  the 
billions  of  salmon  eggs  which  have  been  artificially 
hatched  in  Europe  and  America  have  not  been 
absolutely  wasted  ;  although,  so  far,  I  think  only 
the  Canadian  Government  and  our  English  fisheries 
inspectors  have  had  the  courage  to  recognise  this 
fact. 

The  "Loch  Leven  Eyed  Fly  Box." 

Mr.  Wm.  Robertson,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  of 
27,  Welluigton-street,  Glasgow,  sends  me  a  strong, 
neat,  sensible  little  box  called  the  "  Loch  Leven 
Eyed  Fly  Box,"  size  Sin.  by  4in.,  and  jin.  in  depth, 
with  rounded  corners.  On  the  lid  is  a  view  of 
Loch  Leven  with  Castle  Island,  where  Mary  Queen 
of  Scots  was  imprisoned  nearly  three  and  a  half 
centuries  ago.  Anglers  who  fish  Loch  Leven  will 
be  glad  to  have  this  reminder  of  pleasant  days 
there.  It  is  curious  that  so  few  artists  can  di-aw 
an  angler  at  work.  A  little  bend  in  the  top  joint 
would  have  removed  the  impression  of  stiff  pike 
rods,  instead  of  fly  rods,  being  used  by  the  anglers 
standing  up  in  the  boats.  But  this  does  not  detract 
an  atom  from  the  utility  of  the  box,  which  is  fitted 
inside  with  clips  for  holding  about  three  dozen 
flies  ;  also  in  the  lid  there  is  a  little  pad  for  flies  too 
small  for  the  clips.  It  makes  also  a  (capital  box 
for  May  Flies  or  sea-trout  flies  on  eyed  hooka,  and 
I  cannot  understand  how  Mr.  Robertson  can  afford 
to  send  it  post  free  for  Is.  6d.,  unless  as  a  sprat  to 
catch  a  mackerel. 

Catching  a  Terrapin. 

Mr.  W.  R.  White  writes  :— 

"  My  son,  Mr.  A.  W.  White,  of  the  105th  Mah- 
rattas,  fishing  in  the  Muncher  Lake,  Scinde,  lately, 
hooked  a  terrapin  of  101b.  to  121b.  weight,  and 
after  considerable  play  he  succeeded  in  gaffing  it 
without  doing  it  much  harm.  He  let  it  go,  and  it 
went  off  apparently  none  the  worse.  It  was  hooked 
in  the  corner  of  the  mouth.  He  was  fishing  with 
one  of  W.  J.  Cummins'  light  rods  and  baiting  with 
a  small  dead  fish." 

I  believe  that  these  freshwater  tortoises  grow  to 
a  great  size,  and  can  give  a  nasty  bite  with  their 
beaks ;  probably  the  one  caught  by  Mr.  White  was 
not  very  heavy.  I  never  heard  of  one  being  taken 
by  an  Enghsh  angler  before. 

Mr.  Robert  Wright,  of  Harlesden. 

I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  the  death  of  an 
enthusiastic  fly-fisher  and  old  member  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club,  Mr.  Robert  Wright,  of  the  Willows, 
Harlesden,  which  took  place  on  Friday,  Nov.  30. 
Mr.  Wright  was  in  his  seventy  -  eighth  year, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Wilton  Fly  Fishing  Club  on  the  Wiley.  He 
frequently  fished  the  Itchen  and  Test,  and  was  also 
for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Mitcham  Anghng 
Association  until  the  Croydon  sewage  played  such 
havoc  with  that  once  lovely  river.  For  some  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and 


won  the  GrayUng  Cup  several  times.  Mr.  Wright 
joined  the  Dovey  Fishing  Club,  and  fished  the  Dovey 
as  recently  as  August  this  year,  but  his  principal 
fishing  of  lat/e  years  has  been  done  at  Baldock  and 
Wheathampstead.  In  the  eighties  I  remember 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Stour  Fishery  Association. 
Mr.  Wright  was  for  nearly  fifty  years  High  Bailiff 
of  Bloomsbury  Coimty  Court. 

The  Norwich  Angling  Club. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club 
on  Dec.  5,  of  which  a  report  is  given  on  another 
page,  was  a  very  successful  affair.  The  club  is 
fortunate  in  having  its  menus  illustrated  by 
Mr.  S.  F.  Howitt.  One  is  a  capital  picture  of 
boys  fishing,  and  illustrates  well  Byron's  line — 
"  All !  happy  years  !  who  would  not  be  a  boy  ?  " 
The  other  illustration  is  of  Buckenham  Ferry  in 
the  old  days — just  as  I  remember  it  in  the  seventies 
and  eighties.  •  

A  Really  Good  Scotch  Whisky. 

Messi-s.  Charles  Wright  and  Son,  Ltd.,  of  Wirks- 
worth,  London,  and  Leith,  send  us  a  sample  of 
their  "  Old  Grans  "  Special  Toddy,  Scotch  Whisky, 
guaranteed  to  be  ten  years  old.  It  is  a  remarkably 
fine  whisky,  with  a  splendid  bouquet  and  flavour, 
very  soft  and  mellow  to  the  palate,  and  admirably 
suited  to  fill  the  flasks  of  anglers  and  sportsmen 
generally.   

At  the  New  Theatre. 

All  who  want  to  see  an  amusing  piece  should  go 
to  the  New  Tlieatre,  St.  Martin's-lane,  where 
"  Ama^is,"  so  successfully  put  on  the  stage  by  Mr. 
Louis  Calvert,  is  having  such  a  long  and  successful 
run.   . 

Came  as  a  Revelation  to  him. 

M.  Edmond  Coignard,  who  advertised  some  high- 
class  rods  and  reels  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  recently, 
writes  :  — 

"  I  may  say  as  an  advertising  medium  your 
l)aper  came  as  a  revelation  to  me  ;  it  was  simply 
marvellous  the  way  in  which  I  sold  the  rods  and 
tackle  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  to  my 
entire  satisfaction." 

The  Aberdeenshire  Dee. 

Mr.  Wm.  Garden,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Union- 
street,  Aberdeen,  tells  me  he  has  one  mile  of  fishing 
to  let  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  with  or  without 
house.   

Loch  Leven  and  Blagdon  Lake. 

In  view  of  the  wonderful  sport  which  Blagdon 
Lake  has  afforded,  it  is  interesting  to  compai-e  it 
with  Loch  Leven.  Both  are  shallow  lakes — I  mean 
as  compared  with  most  of  the  other  English  antl 
Scottish  lakes — and,  no  doubt,  this  is  one  great 
reason  for  the  great  number  of  trout  they  sup])ort. 
Where  sunhght  can  penetrate,  there  plant  and 
small  animal  hfe  is  encouraged.  I  asked  Mr. 
Alexander  kindly  to  give  me  the  size  and  capacity 
of  Blagdon  Lake  when  about  full.    He  says  :  — 

"  In  reply  to  yours,  Blagdon  Reservoir  is  about 
six  miles  in  circumference,  and  the  approximate 
capacity  is  272  million  cubic  feet." 

Loch  Leven  is  said, in  "Bartholomew's  Gazetteer," 
to  be  "  about  eight  and  a  half  miles  in  circuit,  and 
stores,  at  its  full  height,  600  million  cubic  feet  of 
water,"  so  it  is  considerably  larger  than  Blagdon 
Lake.  It  would,  I  think,  be  an  experiment  well 
worth  trying  to  get  a  lot  of  the  chief  crustacea 
which  abound  in  Loch  Leven,  and  which  give  the 
trout  their  fine  quality.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


FISH  CULTUEE. 
THE  SURREY  TROUT  FARM,  HASLEMERE. 

In  order  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demand  for 
their  fish,  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere,  has 
this  year  again  increased  the  number  of  trout  for 
disposal.  The  stock  of  three-year-olds  is  especially 
large,  and  they  also  have  for  sale  trout  from  1  lb. 
to  5lb.  in  weight. 

Considerable  extensions  during  the  past  summer 
have  been  made  on  one  portion  of  the  fishery  at 
Haslemere,  both  in  buildings  and  ponds,  to  enable 
business  to  be  carried  on  on  the  most  up-to-date 
lines  and  meet  the  increasing  demand. 

They  have  again  made  very  large  additions  to 
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breeding  stock,  and  are  now  making  a  speciality  of 
ova  and  fry,  and  will  have  a  large  (quantity  of  these 
for  disposal  this  season. 

During  the  pa?t  season  the  Surrey  Trout  Farm 
has  ao;ain  supplied  large  quantities  of  fertilised 
May  Fly  eggs,  and  are  prepared  to  execute  orders 
for  any  quantity  in  the  coming  season.  May  Fly 
eggs  are  delivered  in  June. 

(It  would  be  intensely  interesting  to  be  able  to 
report  success  in  stocking  from  these  May  Fly  eggs. 
Can  the  S.T.F.  give  us  any  unquestionable  evidence 
of  such  success  ?  We  fear  not,  or  it  is  pretty  certain 
they  would  do  so.) 

Other  important  natural  food  for  trout  is  supplied, 
also  hatching- boxes,  complete  with  trays  and  all 
fittings,  to  hatch  10,000  trout  ova. 


TO  PEESEKVE  THE  ALLIGATOR. 

Although  the  alligator  is  by  no  means  a  game 
animal — or  saurian— it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
'gator  of  southern  waters  leads  "  the  life  of  the 
hunted."  For  this  reason  steps  will  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  extinction  of  the  species.  The  following 
comments  on  this  and  cognate  subjects,  by  a  writer 
in  the  Cincinnati  Sportsmen's  Review,  are  pertinent 
and  to  the  point :  — 

A  century  ago  the  waters  and  lands  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  United  States  Government  were 
the  habitat  of  the  world's  biggest  fish,  animals  and 
reptiles.  The  buffalo  was  monarch  of  animals  that 
roamed  the  plains,  the  seal  was  worth  more  money 
than  any  denizen  of  the  deep,  and  the  ferocious 
alligator  ruled  in  the  swamps  of  the  south.  The 
day  of  their  native  supremacy  is  gone,  and  now  they 
would  actually  suffer  final  extermination  but  for  the 
protecting  hand  of  Uncle  Sam. 

The  United  States  Government  has  made  pro- 
tection of  its  seal  fisheries  an  international  policy ; 
it  lias  established  a  national  park  for  the  remnant 
of  the  herds  of  buffalo,  and  it  will  soon  move  to 
prevent  the  last  saurian  in  the  swamps  of  the 
south  from  yielding  its  life  to  the  pelt  hunter.  ' 

It  is  only  in  late  years  that  sentiment  has  grown 
up  in  favour  of  the  alligator.  That  unwieldy,  ugly 
creature  was  once  regarded  as  a  foe  to  the  public 
order,  and  his  complete  extermination  at  a  stroke 
would  have  seemed  the  best  thing  that  could  happen, 
but  the  commercial  uses  to  which  the  tough  alligator 
hide  can  be  put  have  made  a  new  sentiment,  and 
soon  national  legislation  wiH  be  invoked  to  restrict 
indiscriminate  killing  of  the  swamp  kings. 

Not  sentimentalism  alone  argues  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  last  survivors  of  Uncle  Sam's  lower 
giants.  The  buffalo  had  to  go  from  the  plains  in 
order  to  make  way  for  man,  but  he  should  have 
been  driven  into  herds,  and  preserved  in  numbers. 
The  killing  of  the  seal  to  get  the  skins  is  a  laudable 
and  proper  use  of  the  animal  provided  the  kilHng 
is  done  with  such  system  that  the  race  of  seals  be 
not  exterminated.  So  with  the  alligator.  Take 
the  lives  of  as  many  as  are  needed  for  the  purpose  of 
commerce,  but  do  it  according  to  farsighted  wisdom. 

The  alligator  is  nearly  wiped  out,  but  the  big 
saurian  multiplies  quickly  and  in  great  numbers,  so 
that  with  only  reasonable  protection  he  would  soon 
flourish  again. 

Not  so  long  ago  the  swamps,  rivers,  and  bayous 
of  Florida  and  other  southern  states  abounded  with 
the  creatures.  Formerly  they  got  as  far  north  as 
Georgia,  but  now  they  are  only  found  on  the 
southern  coast  line  of  the  extreme  southern  States. 
They  are  still  numerous  in  the  Everglades  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  hard  to  get  at  them  there. 

An  early  explorer  says  he  found  alligators  so 
plentiful  in  Florida  that  once,  at  a  point  where  the 
St.  John's  river  is  half  a  mile  wide,  they  were 
packed  so  closely  that  had  they  kept  still  he  could 
have  crossed  the  river  on  their  scaly  backs. 

At  first  it  was  for  the  amusement  of  the  hunter 
that  the  alligator  fell.  It  was  esteemed  great  sport 
to  sail  down  a  river  and  shoot  the  saurians,  leaving 
their  bodies  where  they  fell,  and  making  no  attempt 
to  sell  the  hides. 

Later,  as  Florida  began  to  settle,  the  alligators 
were  killed  off  for  the  protection  of  the  people.  The 
reptiles  had  preying  tendencies  that  made  them  a 
constant  nuisance.  Ordinarily  they  subsist  on  fish, 
but  when  hungry  they  did  not  hesitate  to  come 
mland  and  steal  whatever  came  within  reach  of  their 
huge  tails,  a  blow  from  which  would  mean  the 
death  of  Iambs,  pigs,  and  even  small  calves  and 
colts. 

Every  time   the  'gator  attempted  inroads  a 


posse  would  be  formed,  and  a  trail  of  alligator 
carcasses  would  bo  the  outcome  of  a  ten  days' 
hunt. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  the  saurian  deve- 
loped commercial  possibilities  that  tlio  real  devasta- 
tion began.  Trunks,  travelling  bags,  purses,  and 
all  kinds  of  leather  novelties  could  be  made  from 
alligator  hide.  The  traflBc  took  such  sudden  bounds 
that  in  a  short  time  Florida  was  sending  north 
about  200,000  skms  annually. 

The  favourite  method  of  hunting  was  to  go 
out  at  night  and  blind  the  reptiles  with  a  strong 
light  from  a  lantern  strapped  to  the  head  of  a  hunter. 
Thus  equipped  he  could  get  within  a  few  feet,  and 
use  his  heavy  revolver  or  short  gun  with  deadly 
effect.  At  the  present  time,  despite  the  decimation, 
there  are  still  enough  alligators  to  make  the  busi- 
ness of  hunting  them  a  profitable  one  to  hundreds 
of  Indians  and  whites. 

Although  the  alligator  is  a  great  svnmmer,  he 
gets  around  on  land  but  slowly.  Yet  they  have 
been  found  fifteen  miles  inland.  They  can  live  out 
of  water  for  an  indefinite  period  as  long  as  they 
get  plenty  to  drink. 

According  to  present  plans,  Uncle  Sam  proposes 
to  have  a  certain  district  set  apart  where  it  shall 
be  illegal  to  kill  the  big  saurians  except  at  certain 
times  and  in  regulated  numbers.  In  this  way  it 
is  hoped  they  will  be  preserved  indefinitely. 


THE  EDINBUEGH  WALTON 
ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  Edinburgh  Walton  Angling  Club  held  their 
annual  dinner  in  Milne's  Hotel  (newly  recon- 
structed), Leith-street,  on  Friday,  Nov.  30.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  members  as  well  as 
guests.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Lawrie,  J. P.,  the  croupier  being  Mr.  E.  Crichton 
Carse. 

The  chairman  was  supported  by  Mr.  James 
Watson  (secretary),  Mr.  G.  G.  Murray,  Mr.  James 
Anderson,  Mr.  Wm.  Cuthbertson,  J.P.,  and  others. 

On  the  right  of  the  chair  was  Mr.  Robert  Turn- 
bull,  the  "  guest  of  the  evening,"  by  virtue_of  his 


he  felt  very  proud  in  being  able  to  report  that 
the  Walton  Club  had  taken  first  place. 

Mr.  Anderson,  who  proposed  the  Walton  Club, 
was  very  hapi>y  in  Iris  remarks.  Ho  not  only 
referred  to  the  position  that  the  Walton  Club  held 
in  the  angling  world,  but  referred  to  the  pleasant 
relationships  that  existed  between  one  fishing  club 
and  another. 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
successful  competitors  for  the  past  season,  and,  in 
addition  to  the  usual  prizes  given,  there  was  added  a 
gold  medal  specially  struck  with  the  Walton 
trophy  depicted  upon  it,  as  a  souvenir  of  his  success, 
to  Mr.  Tumbull. 

Another  gold  medal  was  presented  to  the  winner  of 
the  aggregate  for  the  year.  It  was  won  by  Mr. 
James  Watson,  who  is  not  only  an  enthusiastic 
angler,  but  is  one  of  the  most  pamstaking  secre- 
taries that  any  club  could  be  fortunate  enough  in 
having. 

Mr.  James  Watson  then  proposed  the  health  of 
the  guests,  and,  in  his  usual  happy  manner,  made 
everyone  feel  that  they  were  thoroughly  welcome, 
and  they,  by  their  presence,  added  greatly  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  evening. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cuthbertson,  in  reply,  said  he  was 
sure  that  no  one  could  spend  a  more  enjoyable 
evening  than  the  guests  of  the  Walton  Club  had 
done  in  associating  with  these  gentlemen  of  the 
piscatorial  art,  and  as  this  was  not  the  first  time 
he  had  been  a  guest  at  the  Walton  Club  dinner,  he 
might  say  that  at  all  times  he  had  received  the 
greatest  kindness  from  everyone. 

Mr.  R.  Tumbull,  who  proposed  the  health  of 
the  chairman,  said  that  Mr.  Lawrie  was  well  known 
to  them  as  a  good  all-round  man.  He  was  interested 
in  many  associations  connected  with  the  city,  and 
devoted  a  large  amount  of  his  leisure  to  the  advance- 
ment of  angling  clubs,  being  on  several  committees, 
and,  as  chairman  at  their  annual  dinner,  he  had 
performed  his  duties  to  the  letter,  especially  in 
keeping  everyone  in  the  happiest  of  moods. 

Mr.  Lawrie,  in  reply,  said  he  considered  it  an 
honour  as  well  as  a  pleasure  in  taking  the  chair 
at  the  annual  dinner,  but  he  was  sure  that  every- 
one present  sincerely  regretted  the  absence  of  their 
president,  Mr.  Faed,  who  was  unable  to  be  with 
them  on  account  of  an  accident  he  had  received. 
He  wished  him  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 

This  brought  to  a  close  a  most  enjoyable  evening, 
the  company  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  and  "  God 
Save  the  King."  x. 


having  won  for  the  club  the  Loch  Leven  Champion- 
ship for  1906. 

After  the  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  had  been 
honoured,  Mr.  G.  G.  Murray  proposed  "  Our  Guest." 
He  made  a  stirring  speech  that  w£is  well  received, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  high  honour  that 
the  club  had  received  through  Mr.  R.  Tumbull 
winning  the  championship  of  Loch  Leven. 

In  reply,  Mr.  Tumbull,  who  was  received  with 
cheers,  thanked  his  feUow  members  for  their  sincere 
wishes,  and  remarked  that  the  young  angler  must 
always  have  in  view  the  following— the  study  of 
Nature,  perseverance,  and  patience. 

He  said  that  after  the  baskets  had  been  weighed, 


COAESE  FISH  FOE  FOOD. 

In  the  Daily  Telegraph  for  Dec.  4  a  long  article 
appeared  describing  the  merits  of  coarse  fish  for 
the  table.  Among  many  very  just  remarks  there 
are  some  which  seem  to  show  that  the  writer  is  not 
free  from  the  usual  misapprehensions. 

With  regard  to  perch,  for  instance,  he  (or  she) 
alludes  to  the  "  scales  "  flying  about  even  "  to  the 
cook's  fringe,"  while  she  is  preparing  them  for 
cooking.  Is  it  possible  that  cooks  stiU  continue 
to  try  to  scale  perch  ?  This  fish  should,  of  course, 
be  always  cooked  in  full  armour,  which  will  easily 
peel  off  when  on  the  plate. 

I  have  lately  found  that  roach  may  be  treated 
in  exactly  the  same  way,  though  even  more  care 
is  necessary  to  see  that  they  are  thoroughly  cooked 
before  serving,  as  it  is  important  that  the  skin 
should  come  off  very  easily. 

The  allusion  to  the  condition  of  mind  in  which 
"  cook  "  naturally  approaches  a  basket  of  coarse 
fish  which  "  master  "  has  caught  is  just  lovely  ! 
That  the  edibihty  of  roach  and  dace  is  chiefly  a 
matter  of  season  and  of  cooking  is  true,  as  are  also 
the  remarks  as  to  the  excellence  of  Jewish  methods, 
which  make  even  bream  tasty. 

Perch  and  gudgeon,  of  course,  are  always  good 
(except  at  spawning  time),  that  is.  if  fresh  and  not 
spoiled  in  the  cooking,  and  I  have  found  Darenth 
roach  very  good  in  October. 

At  the  end  of  the  article  the  remarks  on  fish- 
culture  though  interesting  hardly  go  far  enough. 
It  is  true  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  grow  trout 
for  food  ;  but  the  chief  reason  for  this  is  that  the 
demand  for  fair-sized  trout  for  stocking  ponds  is 
8o  great  that  no  fish-culturist  would  think  of  accept- 
ing the  Is.  or  so  a  pound  that  the  fish  would  fetch 
for  food. 

When  the  supply  has  well  overtaken  the  demand 
for  living  fish,  home-reared  trout  may  be  available  in 
the  market,  and  not  before.      J.  Padi,  Xatlob. 
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TOUK  OVER  ONE  HUNDEED 
YEAES  AGO.* 


SOME  NOTES  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON. 


{Continued  from  page  433.) 

Some  writers  seem  to  doubt  the  Colonel's  veracity 
as  regards  the  weights  of  the  fish  he  caught,  but  I 
confess  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  them.  Here  is  his 
record  of  the  sport  they  had  for  the  day  : — 

Rettxrns. 

Shot  six  ducks,  three  sea-gulls,  one  scart,  one 
raven. 

By  troUing,  one  perch,  71b.  ;  one  trout,  6^\h. 
With  fly  and  worm,  fifty -seven  trout,  ninety -four 
perch. 

"  July  3. — Morning  rather  sharp,  rose  before  four, 
and  Mr.  P.  and  I  went  into  our  boat  in  front  of  the 
inn,  where  I  fortunately  hooked  and  killed  the  best 
trout  I  had  seen,  which  afforded  us  excellent  sport. 
I  think  I  never  before  handled  such_[a  fishi]:'Jit  ap- 


strength  of  constitution  to  drive  them  to  their 
former  size.  Every  symptom  convinced  me  that, 
finding  his  powers  unequal  to  procure  him  his 
necessary  subsistence,  he  had  discovered  this  island, 
where  he  knew  he  might  feed  without  difficulty 
on  the  plenty  of  eggs  and  young  water-fowl.  The 
Colonel  had  previously  referred  to  the  island  as 
Sir  James'  Deer  island. 

The  Dochart  and  Killin. 

After  leaving  Loch  Lomond  with  regret  our 
anglers  journeyed  on  to  Cree,  in  La  Roche,  where, 
after  dining,  the  Colonel  got  his  tackle  ready  and 
fell  to  fishing  in  the  River  Dochart,  which  runs 
below  Cree  in  La  Roche,  and  killed  ten  or  a  dozen 
"  pretty  tolerable  "  fish. 

"We  entered  Killin,"  he  says, "about nine  o'clock, 
passing  over  a  bridge,  from  whence  we  saw,  by  the 
faint  glimmerings  of  the  moon,  some  singularly- 
broken  rocks,  over  which  the  water,  breaking,  had 
a  very  extraordinary  and  pleasing  effect." 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  remember 
that  last  summer  we  gave  a  charming  picture  of 
the  Falls  of  Dochart,  taken  by  "  The  Baron."  To 
return  to  the  Colonel : — "  Though  the  inn  at  Cree  in 


So  I  was  wrong  in  supposing  it  was  the  Falls  of 
the  Dochart. 

"  As  I  had  the  honour  to  be  a  little  known  to  Lord 
Braedalbane,  on  whose  property  we  now  were,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  request  Mr.  Campbell,  his  lord- 
ship's superintendent,  to  breakfast  with  me,  and 
received  a  polite  answer  that  he  would  wait  on  me. 
Mr.  Campbell  insisted  on  my  making  use  of  his 
yatch "  (so  the  Colonel  or  the  printer  spells  it), 
"  which  proved  to  be  a  very  handsome  one  ;  he  also 
gave  me  a  letter  to  Lord  Braedalbane's  steward  at 
Taymouth." 

Fine  Sport  on  Loch  Tay. 

"  We  found  it  delightful  sailing  down  this  en- 
chanting water,  and  I  hoped  to  kill  some  pike, 
the  boatman  still  pretending  they  were  in  plenty  at 
the  head  of  the  lake  we  were  passing,  but  I  soon 
found  he  could  romance.  In  the  course  of  two 
miles'  sailing,  however,  I  hooked  a  trout  of  about 
a  couple  of  pounds,  which  I  killed,  and  afterwards 
two  more,  weighing  about  4lb.  each. 

"  The  breeze  now  increased  ;  Mr.  P.  had  not 
had  one  rise  ;  but,  on  steering  round  a  bank, 
which  projected  into  the  lake,  he  hooked  a  fisli 


peared  to  us,  who  were  pretty  well  able  to  judge, 
from  the  experiments  we  had  made  the  day  before, 
to  weigh  nearly  71b.  I  immediately  landed  my 
servant,  and  despatched  him  with  it  and  my  com- 

pUments  to  the  Duchess  of  G  and  Lady  Mary 

G  ,  who  were  on  a  tour  in  the  Highlands." 

An  Awtul  Old  Raven. 

Regarding  the  raven  which  he  had  shot  the  day 
before,  the  Colonel  says  : — 

"  When  we  took  him  up,  I  think  I  never,  in  my 
life,  saw  such  symptoms  of  decay,  the  consequence 
of  extreme  old  age.  All  his  joints  were  rotted,  and, 
on  examining  his  plumage,  we  found,  by  some  quills 
of  the  last  year,  that  he  had  not  had  even  sufficient 


•  "  A  Sporting  Tour  through  the  Northern  Parts 
of  England  and  Great  Part  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland ;  including  remarks  on  English  and 
Scottish  Landscape,  and  General  Observations  on 
the  State  of  Society  and  Manners.  Embellished 
with  sixteen  engravings  by  Messrs.  Medland, 
Pouncy,  Landseer,  Peltro,  etc.,  from  Paintings 
made  on  purpose  by  Mr.  Gerrard."  By  Colonel  T. 
Thornton,  of  Thoraville  Royal,  in  Yorkshire, 
London,  1804. 


Loch  Laggan. 
(From  Colouel  Thornton's  Sporting  Tour.) 

La  Roche  is  bad,  the  traveller  is  amply  recom- 
pensed here  (Killin).  I  never  saw  a  better  inn  than 
that  at  Killin  ;  Lord  Breadalbane,  much  to  his 
credit,  having  taken  great  pains  to  make  it  very 
commodious.  The  landlord,  I  found,  had  been  a 
near  neighbour  of  mine  ;  a  lively,  honest  Yorkshire- 
man,  who  had  frequently  hunted  with  my  hounds, 
and  knew  me  perfectly  well,  as  did  also  his  wife,  a 
neat,  active  woman,  who  soon  got  us  everything 
we  could  wish  for.  Her  husband,  however,  thought 
it  absolutely  necessary  to  deafen  my  ears  with 
repeated  tallyhoes,  which  I  could  very  easily  have 
dispensed  with  ;  for,  how  pleasantly  soever  they 
may  have  sounded,  when  on  Ascham  bog,  they  had 
no  great  music  in  them  at  KilUn." 

Head  of  Loch  Tay. — July  5. — "  Day  delightful. 
Having  engaged  our  boatman  and  prepared  every- 
thing for  sailing  down  the  charming  Loch  Tay,  we 
took  a  short  walk  before  breakfast,  to  view  the 
country  around,  and  again  gratified  ovir  curiosity,  in 
examining  the  appearance  of  the  broken  rocks, 
which  had  made  such  an  impression  on  us  on  enter- 
ing the  town  the  night  before.  The  bridge  itself 
is  very  well,  but  the  rapid  Lyon,  dashing  over  these 
obstructions,  has  a  wonderful  effect." 


almost  every  instant,  killed  several,  and  at  length 
secured  one  which  required  all  our  assistance  to 
land,  and  which  might  weigh  about  51b.  I  now 
began  to  hope  for  good  sport  ;  my  bait  was  so 
large,  that  I  thought  none  but  a  trout  or  salmon 
would  attempt  it,  for  no  other  fish,  we  were  told, 
were  to  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  lake.  Mr. 
Parkhouse,  whose  flies  I  had  changed,  putting  on 
my  favourite  black  fly,  caught  several  good  fish, 
and  I  hooked  one  whicli  soon  convinced  me  he 
meant  to  tiy  the  strength  of  my  tackle.  We  were 
obliged  to  bring  to.  and  I  landed  him  with  great 
difficulty,  being  but  slightly  hooked  ;  he  was  a 
noble  fellow,  and  we  estimated  him  at  9lb.  I 
afterwards  had  very  good  sport  with  two  large 
trout,  not  quite  so  big  as  this,  and,  trolling  with  a  bait 
of  near  ^Ib.,  expected  to  kill  a  trout  of  151b.  at 
least,  the  boatman  solemnly  affirming  that  such 
were  frequently  caught.  However,  I  landed  with- 
out another  rise  ;  but  such  a  weight  of  fine  fish 
I  never  saw  taken  in  one  day  ;  and  the  boatman, 
whom  I  found  to  be  Lord  Braedalbane's  fisherman, 
declared  that  there  never  had  been  so  many  or  so 
fine,  taken  in  any  one  day  before. 

"  After  sailing  eight  miles,  we  anchored  ;  went  to 
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dinner,  regaled  ourselves  very  pleasantly,  and  a 
bottle  of  rum,  made  into  milk  punch,  was  given  to  1 
our  attendants,  who  would  easily  have  been  pre-  | 
vailed  upon  to  have  dispatched  more,  if  we  had  ! 
had  it  to  offer :  they  also  showed  no  dislike  to  i 
some  good  bottled  porter. 

"  The  view  from  this  place,  having  the  great  hill  i 
of  Lawrs  down  the  water,  is  as  fine  as  that  up  the 
lake,  which  terminates  with  the  beautifully-shaped 
mountain,   Ben  More.    Never  was  a  day  more 
favourable  to  our  wishes  than  this." 

July  6. — Taymouth. 
"  This  place,  from  my  first  visiting  it,  which  I 
did  when  I  was  at  college  in  this  country,*  had 
made  such  an  impression  on  me,  that  whenever  I 
thought  of  anything  extremely  pleasant,  Taymouth 
constantly  presented  itself  to  me.  It  now  appeared 
equally  enchanting,  the  weather  and  every  other 
circumstance  conspiring  to  render  it  so  ;  and, 
having  received  the  most  unbounded  civilities  from 
Mr.  Campbell,  in  the  absence  of  the  noble  owner, 
with  offers  of  a  carriage  to  convey  me  and  my  | 
party,  along  the  extensive,  well-imagined,  and  still  ; 


Rebellion  in  1746,  when  it  was  strongly  fortified 
1  and  held  out  a  close  siege.  I  have  heard  many 
I  circumstances  of  this  event  when  conversing  with 
!  Mr.  C,  a  lieutenant,  who  attended  my  father's 
I  volunteers  in  the  year  1745. 

'      "  July  9. — Liquors,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds  at 
i  Dalnacardock,  were  plentiful  and  excellent,  and 
Mr.  P.  and  myself,  finding  our  quarters  so  agreeable, 
determined  to  stay  here  the  evening  and  fish  a 
lake  next  day  abounding  witli  trout  and  char." 

After  fishing  and  catching  some  very  fine  trout 
and  one  char,  "  It  is,"  he  says,  "  a  very  uncom- 
mon circumstance  to  kill  char,  either  by  fly  or 
worm  ;  nor  did  I,  during  my  stay  in  the  Highlands, 
hear  of  any  fisher's  having  been  so  fortunate  before." 
They  returned  to  the  Auber(fe  about  eight  o'clock, 
and  found  dinner  just  ready.  "  And  to  give  an 
idea  how  we  starve  in  the  Highlands,  take  the 
following  table  : — 

Hodge  Podge, 

Pudding  ■  Greens, 

1  '  Trout  and  Char, 

Roast  Mutton,  excellent. 


A  Spey  Salmon. 

"  July  17. — Day  windy,  Mr.  Whitaker  shot,  whil» 
Captain  Waller  and  I  trolled  down  the  river  ;  had 
very  indifferent  sport,  our  boat  being  so  crazy  and 
ill-found  that,  by  the  creaking  of  the  oars,  we 
alarmed  all  the  fish  we  passed.  By  surmounting 
these  defects,  however,  as  much  aa  possible,  and 
by  giving  greater  length  of  line,  I  hooked  a  salmon, 
which  gave  me  the  first  notice  by  leaping  quite  out 
of  the  water,  and,  assisted  by  the  current,  ran  me 
off  fifty  yards  of  line  with  such  velocity  that,  in 
passing,  it  actually  cut  my  thumb  and  carried 
away  the  handle  of  my  reel.  Ordered  the  boat  to 
be  run  on  shore,  which  took  some  time  to  execute, 
as  she  was  unwieldy  and  leaked  prodigiously.  Being 
landed,  and  the  tackle  apparently  in  good  order,  I 
thought  myself  sure  of  Hm,  but  soon  found  my 
error,  for  I  discovered  that  his  great  effort  was  to 
run  under  a  hollow  bank,  from  which  Captain  Waller 
and  my  servant  Matt  took  great  pains  to  dislodge 
him  ;  but,  in  the  attempt,  they  broke  my  tackle 
j  short  by  the  hooks.  Readjusted  it,  lamenting 
more  than  ever  the  want  of  my  boats.  Proceeded 


better  kept,  plantations,  we  saw  Taymouth,  from 
these  attentions,  to  every  advantage. 

"  Invar. — On  approacliing  the  inn,  which  I  recol- 
lected from  the  servants,  I  immediately  discovered 
the  mistake  I  had  constantly  laboured  under  in 
taking  this  place  for  Dunkeld.  Invar  is  only 
divided  from  the  village  of  Dunkeld  by  the  River 
Tay,  over  which  there  is  a  ferry,  and,  consequently, 
a  traveller  may  easily  conceive  them  to  be  the  same 
town." 

Fascally. 

"  The  road  from  hence  to  Blair  we  found  excellent, 
running  along  the  banks  of  the  Gary  ;  it  extends  for 
a  considerable  way,  and  was  made  entirely  at  the 
expense  of  Lord  Breadalbane,  who,  to  facilitate  the 
traveUing,  has  erected,  over  the  torrents  that  rush 
from  the  mountain  into  the  lakes,  a  great  number 
of  stone  bridges  ;  Mr.  Pennant  says  as  many  as 
thirty-two  ;  but  I  did  not  count  them. 

"  Having  arrived  at  the  inn,  which  we  found 
tolerably  comfortable,  and  despatched  a  hasty 
dinner,  we  walked  towards  the  castle  ;  it  is  a  noble 
pile  of  building,  and  the  principal  ducal  residence, 
seated  on  an  eminence  above  a  plain,  watered  by 
the  Gary,  an  outrageous  stream,  whose  ravages  have 
greatly  deformed  the  valley,  by  the  vast  beds  of 
gravel  it  has  left  behind. 

"  The  house  itself  rather  deceived  our  expecta- 
tions, with  respect  to  its  internal  embeUishments, 
though  it  is  certainly  very  commodious.  The  walls 
are  wonderfully  thick,  as  all  old  castles  are,  but 
have  been,  much  reduced  in  height  since  the 

*  Glasgow  University. 


Loch  Awe. 
(Froiii  C'oluuel  Thornton's  Sporting  'I'uur.) 

Second  CotmsE. 
Brandered  Chickens, 
Cold  Hams, 
Snipes, 

Cheshire  Cheese  Buiscuits. 

Wines. 

Claret,  good      —  Port,  ditto. 
Limes,  Jamaica  Rum,  and 
Incomparable  Porter  from  Calvert's." 

Raits. 

July  12. — At  Raits  the  Colonel  had  rented  a 
house  to  accommodate  his  party. 

"  Arrive  at  the  house  at  Raits  to  breakfast  ; 
find  its  outside  appearance  by  no  means  equal  to 
what  it  had  been  represented  on  paper,  except  in 
the  prospect  of  sport,  and  would  willingly  have 
been  off  on  any  terms,  and  have  lived  in  camp, 
had  not  I  engaged  it  at  the  desire  of  my  friends, 
whose  wishes  and  health  made  it  necessary  for  me 
to  have  one  ;  but,  daily  expecting  them,  I  had  no 
alternative,  therefore  took  it  with  all  its  servants, 
gardens,  grass,  conveniences,  and  inconveniences. 

"  Breakfasted  with  Mrs.  Mcintosh,  my  landlady, 
and  family.  The  ladies  were  very  civil  and  atten- 
tive, and  Captain  iMcIntosh,  of  Balnespich,  an  old 
acquaintance,  did  me  the  honour  to  come  and 
arrange  matters. 

"  July  13. — Killed  five  brace  and  a  half  of  ducks, 
a  brace  of  snipes,  and  a  plover.  Dined  and 
attempted  to  troll,  but  without  success,  the  river 
not  being  in  order  ;  and  by  some  accident  the  boats 
were  still  at  Forres.U 


down  the  Spey,  killed  some  good  fish,  and,  coming 
back  to  dinner,  met  Mr.  Whitaker. 

"  Returns  of  the  day  : — Trolling,  one  pike,  seven 
large  trout.    Shot  eight  ducks,  three  plover. 

"  July  18. — The  party  fished  Loch  Inch,  but  sport 
was  spoiled  by  a  gale." 

(To  be  continued.) 


TOEQUAY  AND  ITS  ANGLING 
FACILITIES. 


Torquay  has  for  its  motto  "  Saltcs  el  Felicitas." 
and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  fitting  one,  for  of  the 
numerous  places  of  interest  which  abound  aU  along 
the  Devonshire  coast  it  certainly  ranks  first  and 
foremost  for  its  many  attractions,  and  it  is  usually 
spoken  of  as  "  Shineland,"  "  English  Riviera,"  and 
"  Italy  of  England  "  ;  and  it  certainly  would  tak« 
a  more  eloquent  pen  than  mine  to  do  it  justice. 
Most  pleasantly  situated  between  three  rivers — the 
Dart,  Exe,  and  Teign — it  possesses  a  dry  and  warm 
climate,  and  is  well  sheltered  from  north-east  and 
north-west  winds ;  being  free  from  fogs  it  is  a 
favourite  resort  of  invahds,  professional  gentlemen, 
and  those  seeking  a  quiet  and  restful  spot  without 
in  the  least  being  dull.  The  scenery  is  magnificent, 
and  lovers  of  Nature  and  artists  can  revel  in  it« 
many  charms.    Its  numerous  gardens,  walks,  and 
panoramic  views  must  be  seen  to  be  adequately 
appreciated.  Hotel  accommodation  is  gooa,  as  also 
its  apartments  and  boarding  establishments,  to 
procure  further  details  of  TrhicE  your  readers  should 
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apply  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great 
Western  Ra.ilway,  Paddington,  London,  W.,  or  any 
of  the  railway  officials,  who  will  supply  the  fullest 
information  upon  application,  while  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Frederick  S.  Hex,  Town  Hall, 
Torquay,  will  secure  full  details  promptly  and  every 
courtesy,  both  of  which  I  verify  from  practical 
and  personal  experience.  The  Great  Western 
Railway  supply  an  excellent  service  of  trains  and 
motor-cars,  and  the  many  places  of  interest  around 
Torquay  are  thus  visited  and  seen  upon  the  most 
economical  and  comfortable  terms.  Yachting, 
boating,  and  golf  are  much  in  evidence,  and  sea- 
trips  of  short  or  long  distances  are  provided.  The 
boatmen  are  obliging  and  civil,  and  are  careful  of 
their  patrons,  aaid  by  this  means  secure  regular 
customers. 

And  now  I  must  not  forget  to  come  to  the  main 
object  of  my  contribution — namely,  its  angling 
faciUties.  Sea-fishing  may  be  indulged  in  from  the 
Princes'  Pier  or  Halden  Pier  by  pajonent  of  two- 
pence at  the  former  and  one  penny  at  the  latter 
station,  in  addition  to  which  boat-fishing  and  also 
from  the  rocks  afford  ample  scope  for  this  class  of 
pleasure -seeker.  There  is  no  ragworm  bait  pro- 
curable, but  plenty  of  the  usual  lures  may  be  had 
from  the  boatmen  and  others,  while  the  frequenters 
of  the  piers  and  the  anglers  generally  are  willing  and 
ready  to  assist  visitors  and  others,  a  proceeding  that 
could  be  copied  at  some  other  locaUties  with  advan- 
tage to  all. 

The  fish  are  chiefly  large  conger,  pollack,  whiting, 
blin,  mackerel,  smelt,  and  grey  mullet ;  the  latter. 


are  not  transferable,  and  th©  Waterworks  Com- 
mittee reserve  th«  right  to  cancel  or  refuse  the  issue 
of  any  ticket.  Boats  are  provided  by  the  Town 
Council,  but  the  use  of  same  is  limited  in  each  case 
to  two  hours,  whether  occupied  by  one  or  more 
persons.  No  wading  is  allowed  in  the  water.  March  3 
to  Sept.  15  in  each  year  comprises  the  season.  No 
fish  under  7in.  in  length  may  be  taken,  but  should 
be  at  once  returned  to  the  water.  Tickets  are  only 
obtainable  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Hex,  Town  Clerk,  Torquay, 
and  natural  or  artificial  flies  only  allowed. 

The  fishing  in  the  rivers  Dart,  Exe,  and  Teign  is 
well  known  to  your  readers  no  doubt,  and  the  best 
places  to  frequent  can  easily  be  reached  by  train, 
thanks  to  a  regular  service  of  trains  in  and  out  of 
Torquay.  There  are  several  places  of  interest  and 
amusement  in  and  around  Torquay,  where,  if  the 
weather  conditions  were  not  favourable  (an  unusual 
thing,  by  the  way),  the  time  could  be  spent  pro- 
fitably and  comfortably,  and  I  trust  any  of  your 
many  readers  who  give  Torquay  a  visit  will  find 
that  I  have  underrated  rather  than  done  justice  to 
this  fashionable  and  charming  summer  or  winter 
resort.  J.  A.  K. 


THE  DUKE  AND  DUCHESS  OF 
FIFE'S  MUNIFICENT  GIFT. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  have  recently 
made  a  princely  gift  to  the  towns  of  Banff  and 
Macduff.  It  includes  the  stately  mansion  of  Duft' 
House,  the  magnificent  park  in  which  it  is  situated. 


IS  HAMPSHIRE  TO  HAVE  A 
FISHERY  BOARD? 

The  proposal  to  place  parts,  at  least,  of  the  Test 
and  Itchen  under  the  control  of  a  fishery  board  has 
aroused  great  indignation  amongst  trout-fishera  in 
general,  and  considerable  opposition  from  riparian 
owners  and  other  people  who  live  in  the  district. 

Several  petitions  have  been  presented  by  people 
who  are  opposed  to  the  scheme,  and  it  may  be 
interesting  to  consider  briefly  what  are  their 
objections. 

Why  should  not  the  Test  and  Itchen  be 
Developed  as  Salmon  Rivebs  ? 

In  the  first  place  it  is  asserted  that,  although 
these  are  probably  the  best  trout  streams  in  the 
world,  and  certainly  the  most  celebrated,  yet  they 
are  not  suited  to  salmon,  and,  consequently,  can 
never  become  anything  better  than  third-rate 
salmon  rivers. 

Salmon  Spoil  a  Teout  Stbeam. 

In  the  second  place  it  is  generally  recognised  that 
salmon  spoil  a  trout  stream.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  point  to  a  single  salmon  river  in  the  United 
Kingdom  which  is  at  the  same  time  a  good  trout 
river.  On  the  other  hand,  it  would  be  easy  to  name 
several,  such  as  the  Severn  and  the  Exe,  where  the 
trout-fishing  has  been  injured  by  the  encourage- 
ment of  salmon.  This  usually  leads  to  the  rapid 
diminution  of  the  trout  in  the  river  and  to  a  great 
increase  of  coarse  fish. 

How  Salmon  Interfere  with  the  Trout. 
Salmon  injure  a  trout  stream  both  directly  and 
indirectly.  Directly,  by  their  appetities,  for  it  is 
now  generally  realised  that  the  food  supply  in 
every  river  is  strictly  limited,  and  will  only  support 
a  certain  quantity  of  fish.  "  But  salmon  do  not 
feed  in  fresh  water."  That  is  most  probably  true, 
but,  after  spawning  operations,  on  their  way  to  the 
sea  as  kelts,  they  feed  freely.  Mr.  Willis  Bund, 
indeed,  considers  that  tliere  is  probably  no  more 
ravenous  beast  to  be  found  than  an  old  kelt  ;  and, 
as  he  is  not  particular  what  he  takes,  if  a  river 
contains  Only  samlets  and  trout,  the  kelt  will  eat 
both.  Then,  again,  the  voracity  of  young  salmon 
is  perfectly  marvellous ;  and  the  parr  and  smelts 
devoiir  the  food  of  the  trout.  How  can  you  expect 
trout  to  continue  to  flourish  if  you  have  in  your 
mile  of  water,  which  should  carry,  perhaps,  5001b. 
weight  of  trout,  a  sudden  accession  of  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  parr  and  smolts,  greedily  devour- 
ing the  food  of  the  trout  ? 

The  Smolt  Nuisance. 
Indirectly  the  sport  of  the  trout-fisher,  especially 
of  the  dry-fly  fisherman,  will  be  altogether  spoilt  if 
the  water  is  swarming  with  smolts.  Imagine  the 
situation  !  At  almost  every  cast  a  smolt  will  be 
hooked,  which  must  be  carefully  taken  off  the 
hook  and  returned  to  the  water.  For  where  smolts 
abound  they  are  a  positive  nuisance,  and  ivill  have 
your  fly.  You  mark  your  big  trout  rising  steadily  ; 
you  crawl  up  within  reach  ;  you  drop  your  dry-fly 
most  accurately  a  foot  above  him  ;  and,  just  as 
it  floats  down  over  his  nose,  up  flashes  a  miserable 
little  smolt,  and  your  chance  of  the  big  trout 
vanishes  as  the  little  beggar  splashes  on  the  surface. 
Such  occurrences  as  this  put  an  angler  oft,  and 
sorely  try  his  temper. 

Other  CoNsiDEBi.TioNS. 
Nor  is  this  all :  the  salmon  will  drive  the  trout 
from  their  spawning-beds,  and  annex  the  best  for 
themselves.  The  pike,  which  are  at  present  assi- 
duously kept  under,  will  increase  rapidly  when  there 
are  difficulties  in  the  way  of  netting  the  rivers. 
Moreover,  the  prices  paid  at  present  for  rods  and 
lengths  on  the  Test  and  Itchen  are  very  high  ; 
the  local  rates,  of  course,  benefit  by  this,  and 
anglers  give  a  great  deal  of  employment  in  the 
district,  and  spend  a  great  deal  of  money  there. 

Why  Make  Any  Change  ? 

It  may  fairly  be  asked  then,  Why  should  not 
things  be  left  as  they  are  ?  It  is  to  be  hoped,  at  any 
rate,  that  the  Test  and  Itchen  will  not  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Stour  and  Avon  Conservators, 
if  a  Board  there  must  be  for  them  ;  for  these  con- 
servators have  not  been  so  signally  successful  in 
their  own  district  as  to  merit  having  it  enlarged. 
But  best  of  all  would  be  for  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  to  reconsider  their  first  recom- 
mendation. For  the  game  does  not  seem  to  be 
worth  the  candle.  Shall  we  risk  these  two  great 
Hampshire  rivers,  the  best  trout  streams  in  the 
world,  the  paradise  of  dry-fly  fishers,  for  the  bare 
chance  of  turning  them  into  third-rate  salmon 
rivers  ?  That  is  the  question.  Surely  the  "  noes  " 
have  it.  P.  Moboan  Watkinb. 


View  of  Part  op  the  Rod  Fishings  on  Deveron  Gifted  to  Banff  and 
Macduff  by  the  Duke  of  Fife,  K.T. 


however,  are  not  much  fished  for,  and  are  difficult  to 
capture,  a  fact  known  to  those  patient  anglers  who 
perseveringly  try  for  them,  the  best  places  I  have 
heard  of  for  these  foxy,  aggravating  fish  being  at 
the  Great  Western  Dock  and  Pier,  Plymouth  ;  also 
at  Weymouth.   Latterly  a  very  good  number  have 
been  caught  at  Exmouth  in  the  dock,  several  hundred  j 
having  been  taken  during  the  last  few  weeks  from  j 
Jib.  to  l|lb.,  but  the  larger  fish  rarely  take  on,  and, 
if  hooked,  break  away  or  foul  the  ropes  and  other 
impedimenta  with   which   docks   are   known  to  j 
abound.  [ 
Those  who  in  the  season  dehght  in  trout-fishing  j 
can  follow  their  fancy  in  the  Torquay  Reservoirs, 
the  rates   and  bye-laws   being: — Ratepayers   of  ^ 
Torquay,    St.    Mary-Church,    Babbacombe,  and 
Cockington,  and  payers  of  water  rent :  At  Newton  ; 
Abbot,  seaaon,  £2  23.  ;  monthly,  £1  Is.  ;  daily,  5s.  ' 
Residents,  not  ratepayers  in  the  above  places, 
double  the  above-named  charges.  Visitors,  whether 
in  lodgings  or  hotels  for  not  less  than  one  month, 
the  same  charges  as  residents,  except  friends  actually 
staying  with  ratepayers  or  residents,  who  may  be 
suppUed  with  daily  or  monthly  tickets  at  the  same  I 
•harge  as  the  ratspayer  or  resident  with  whom  they  | 
may  be  staying.  Persons  not  residing  in  any  of  the  ' 
above-mentioned  places,  £6  53.  the  swasou.  Tickets  \ 


adjacent  grounds,  and  the  rod-fisliing  in  the  River 
Deveron  adjoining.  The  fishing  extends  for  about 
a  mile,  and  is  of  a  very  valuable  character.  During 
the  past  season  many  fine  salmon  were  landed  in 
this  section  of  the  river,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  the  pri  vilege  now  extended  will  be  very  greatly 
valued.  The  Duke  of  Fife  himself  confines  his  sport 
for  the  most  part  to  deer- stalking  in  Mar  Forest,  but 
the  Princess  Royal  is  well  known  as  an  ardent  and 
successful  angler.  Her  Royal  Highness,  we  believe, 
has  never  fished  in  the  Deveron,  confining  her 
energies  in  this  respect  to  the  Dee.  No  doubt  in  a 
short  time  the  town  councils  instituted  will  draw 
up  regulations  for  the  management  of  the  fishing. 
At  present  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 

H.  W. 


It  is  a  tradition  in  the  royal  service  that  there 
should  always  be  merrymaking  at  Yulstide  for 
everyone,  however  remote  may  be  the  connection 
with  the  royal  family.  Even  when  there  is 
mourning  or  illness  in  the  palace,  says  a  writer 
in  the  Christmas  number  of  CaaaeU'a  Saturday 
Journal,  their  Majesties  have  seldom  withheld 
their  permission  for  the  royal  servants  and  their 
wives  and  children  to  indulge  in  th©  usual  festivities 
to  their  hearts'  content. 
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LAKE  SEMMERWATER. 
By  "Brown  Owl." 


(Continued  from  page  428.) 

Early  out  of  bed  the  next  morning,  while  the  others  still  lay  sleeping,  G. 
and  self  stole  qtuetly  out  of  the  house  to  have  a  couple  of  hours  on  Raydale 
beck,  Semmer water's  main  feeder,  permission  to  fish  having  first  been  obtained 
from  Raydale  Grange. 

It  was  but  a  short  step  to  the  bonny  little  river,  which  we  found  a  nice 
height  for  fly-tishing,  thanks  to  the  recent  rain.  Here  we  separated,  G.  fishing 
down  to  the  lake  and  I  taking  the  uppsr  water.  My  cast  of  three  flies  consisted 
of  the  following  imitations  :  March  Brown,  tail ;  Orange  Partridge,  first  dropper  ; 
and  Snipe  and  Yellow  second — an  excellent  combmation  for  any  of  these  rough 
and  rapid  North  Country  streams. 

;  ij  The  sky  gave  promise  of  a  glorious  day^  rather  too  bright  later  on  for  fly- 
fishing, perhaps,  but  as  yet  the  sunshine  was  only  fitful,  and  the  trout  were 
aheady  awake  to  a  goodly  rise  of  Olives.  Not  large  trout,  by  any  means  ; 
but  what  dash  and  go  is  in  them,  as,  when  hooked,  they  race  down-stream, 
ever  and  anon  flinging  themselves  out  of  the  water,  and  falling  back  with  a 
loud  splash  in  efl'o.fc  to  break  away  from  that  tiny,  tormenting  specimen  of  the 
fly-dresser's  art !  And  what  wholesome  pleasure  there  is,  to  be  sure,  in  tracing 
a  tumbling  mountain  stream  through  woodland  and  meadow,  heather  and 
gorse  on  a  June  day  morning  early. 

The  breakfast  hour  is  at  hand,  and  I  leave  the  brook  and  repair  to  the 
house,  joining  my  companion  on  the  way. 

Our  joint  bag  is  five  and  a  half  brace.  There  will  be  no  lack  of  trout  for 
breakfast  this  morning,  at  all  events. 

Presently  everyone  is  making  preparations  for  a  sortie,  the  while  an  animated 
discussion  takes  j^lace  on  flies.  Each  individual  has  his  pet  fancy,  which  has 
done  yeoman  service  elsewhere,  and  which  he  intends  to  put  to  the  test  here 
before  falhng  back  on  local  dressings.  Some  wend  their  way  to  the  lake,  others 
to  the  stream.  As  for  the  Major,  he  is  content  to  rest  on  his  laurels  of  yesterday, 
and  having  found  a  novel  entitled  "  Kith  and  Kin  "  (Jesse  Fothergill),  the  plot 
in  which  is  laid  at  Carr  End,  decides  to  accompany  me  to  Marsett  beck,  and 
divide  his  time  between  reading  and  watching  me  fish. 

Marsett  beck,  a  tributary  of  Raydale,  rises  on  the  fells  west  of  Semmerwater  ; 
and  we  follow  the  road  about  a  mile  down  to  Marsett  village,  and  commence 
fishing  upstream. 

Wading  is  an  absolute  necessity,  as,  for  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  on  all  the 
neighbouring  streams,  including  the  west  and  bsst  side  of  the  lake,  the  approach 
to  which  is  very  swampy — where  the  fish  can  only  be  approached  unseen  by 
keeping  well  behind  them.  The  water  is  rapidly  settling  down  again,  but  every 
little  pool  holds  a  fish  or  two,  and  by  dint  of  careful  stalking  I  manage  early 
on  to  pick  up  five  or  six  fair-sized  trout. 

As  we  progress,  the  stream  becomes  more  and  more  exposed,  the  vaUey  lies 
behind  us,  and  in  front,  stretching  for  miles  into  the  blue  distance,  are  the  wild 
and  lonely  moors.  The  higher  we  go  the  smaller  the  fish  seems  to  be  the  rule 
here,  and,  having  no  sympathy  with  the  taking  of  immature  or  stunted  fish, 
we  temporarily  hide  rod  and  tackle  in  the  heather,  and  track  this  fascinating 
mountain  torrent  almost  up  to  its  lau-,  being  frequently  struck  with  admu'ation 
of  the  many  pretty  waterfalls  we  encounter  en  roivte. 

Weather  Fell,  uprearing  to  the  height  of  1786ft.,  next  attracts  us,  and,  the 
Major  being  nothing  loth,  we  make  the  ascent,  and  from  the  summit  look 
down  upon  the  Uttle  market  town  of  Hawes. 

It  has  been  a  perfect  summer  day,  exceptionally  calm  and  sunny — ^scarcely 
suflicient  of  the  soft  west  wind  to  fan  our  cheeks  on  the  tojjmost  ridge  of 
AVeather  Fell — and  we  wonder,  as  we  retrace  our  steps,  how  those  of  our  party 
on  the  lake  have  fared  in  the  absence  of  a  breeze. 

We  are  not  the  only  ones  to  return  with  three  brace  ;  a  like  number  has 
fallen  to  the  anglers  on  Raydale,  who  have  been  and  gone^again,  while  the 
others  in  a  boat  on  the  lake  have  remained  out  since  morning.  At  dinner  we 
are  minus  two — those  out  on  the  lake — and  not  a  little  uneasy  in  consequence. 
"  Don't  worry,  they  are  bent  on  making  a  record  bag,"  says  the  botany  man. 
Out  in  the  garden  we  scan  the  ghmmering  landscape  for  some  sign  of  the 
truants.  The  lake  is  enveloped  in  dense  mist,  and  save  for  a  pair  of  herons 
in  the  foreground,  weird  and  ghostly,  standing  sentinel-like  in  the  shallows,  we 
cannot  distinguish  objects  beyond. 

At  last,  in  response  to  repeated  calls,  an  answering  hail  comes  over  the 
water — ^faint  at  first,  and  then  again  louder  ;  whereupon,  satisfied  that  the 
prodigals  are  returning,  we  repair  indoors  to  prepare  the  fatted  calf. 

,  They  look  anything  but  repentant  when  they  come  in,  and  instead  of  the 
anticipated  record  bag,  lo  and  behold  !  they  produce  two  small  trout.  As  for 
getting  at  the  cause  of  their  being  out  so  late,  we  give  it  up  in  despair.  The 
nrst  part  of  the  story  goes  down  well  enough :  where  they  teU  of  being  handi- 
capped without  a  breeze,  how  they  lazed  reading  and  drifting  in  the  boat  until 
evening,  when  they  made  a  supreme  eiiort  to  make  up  for  lost  time.  But  in 
the  last  part  they  became  hopelessly  involved  in  good-natured  contradiction. 

G.  blames  that  just-one-more  cast  of  A.'s,  which  he  made  for  the  500,000th 
time,  while  A.  retorts  they  would  have  been  back  long  ago  but  for  G.  roving 
all  over  the  lake  with  his  head  over  the  boat-side  in  mad  quest  of  the  buried  city. 

And  so  the  days  fly  quickly  by— almost  as  quickly  as  that  curlew  the  Major 
points  out,  skimming  over  the  moor,  uttering  its  plaintive  note. 

Towards  the  close  of  our  hoUday  the  water  is  running  low  and  clear  again, 
the  bright,  sunny  weather  still  continues,  and  fishmg  in  the  daytime,  except  on 
the  lake,  is  almost  at  a  standstill.  So  we  pass  the  forenoon  ui  idleness, 
principally  down  by  the  beck,  rested  with  its  sweet  lullaby  and  the  "  drumming  " 
of  the  snipe  overhead. 

On  one  of  these  "ofi"  days,  when  we  assembled  for  tea,  J.'s  seat  wsis  vacant, 
and,  as  soon  as  it  was  noticed,  it  suddenly  dawned  upon  me  that  I  might  throw 
some  light  on  his  absence. 

I  j  Two  hours  since,  while  strolhng  up  the  river,  trying  here  and  there  for 
unresponsive  trout,  I  met  J.  with  his  camera  looking  for  photographic  subjects, 
and  just  then  gazing  covetously  at  a  large  cluster  of  fliowering  meadow-sweet  on 
'.e  opposite  bank. 
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'  Ah  !  you're  . just j^the  .  man  I  want,"  he  said, 
eyeing  my  wading  stockings  approvingly.  "  Carry 
me  over  to  the  other  side,  I  want  a  picture  of  that 
bloom";  and  suiting  ^the  ^action  ^  to  _^theword_he 
hoisted  himself  on  my  back,  and  was  soon  acrossT 
•  ^"  To  obtain  a  perfect  picture  the  exposure  must 
be  made  during  a  dead  cabn,"  he  profoimdly  ex- 
plained. That  Ivxll  in  the  scarcely  perceptible 
breeze  was,  however,  so  long  in  coming  that  I  got 
tired  of  waiting,  and  commenced  casting  aimlessly 
in  the  vicinity.  Then  I  rose  and  hooked  a  fish, 
and  from  that  moment  completely  forgot  my 
friend,  and  gradually  wandered  away. 

I  had  left  him  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  beck, 
with  the  alternative  of  recrossing  at  the  cost  of  a 
slight  wetting  or  going  up  to  the  footbridge,  which 
spans  the  stream  below  the  village  of  Marsett,  and 
striking  the  high  road  back  to  Semmerwater — a 
detour  of  a  mile  and  a  half. 

Sorry  I'm  late,"  said  J.,  with  a  laugh,  turning 
up  just  as  we  rose  from  the  table. 

"  Mr.  B.  very  kindly  put  me  on  the  wrong  side 
of  the  beck,  and  left  me  there." 

"  I've  walked  round,"  he  added. 

"  And  what  about  the  picture  ?  "  inquired  the 
Major. 

"  Oh,  I  gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job." 

The  time  of  oui-  departure  is  at  hand.  As  we 
came,  so  we  go — by  instalments — taking  away  mth 
us  pleasant  recollections  of  our  stay  among  the  kind 
and  homely  dalesfolk,  who  have  largely  contributed 
to  our  enjoyment,  and  a  fixed  determination  to  meet 
again  another  year  and  revisit  this  restful  corner 
in  the  North  Riding,  enjoying,  as  it  does,  a  httle- 
known  reputation  for  the  wild  beauty  of  its  sur- 
roundings, its  pure,  invigorating  air  and  sound, 
wholesome  fare,  which  have  charmed  and  benefited 
us  greatly. 

To  intending  visitors  to  Lake  Semmerwater  I 
would  say,  come  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  or 
any  time  in  June — come,  if  you  can,  soon  after  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  if  you  have  a  penchant  for 
mountain  stream  fishing  ;  ^d,  failing  accommo- 
dation at  Carr  End,  try  the  Rose  and  Crown  at 
Bainbridge,  whence  you  can  fish  the  River  Yore 
aU  the  way  up  .to  Hawes  and  beyond,  and  the 
lesser  River  Bain  right  up  to  where  it  flows  out  of 
Lake  Semmerwater. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Beporte  {to  enewre  insertion)  must  a/rrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higli  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

to  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

Add]*"   •'    "   Putney.  iHrt)^^   „    „  Richmond. 

,i5  „  „  Hammersmith.  *""j80  „  „  Twickenham. 
,50   „         Barnes.  [ii5   „    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge, 
It  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.26,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BBmoE. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    Dec.  15    0.48    1.14 

Sunday,        ,,   16   i.40    2.  4 

Monday,         ,,    17    2.30    ;2.56 

Tuesday,        „   18    3.20    3.45 

Wednesday,   „   19    4.11    4.35 

Thursday,      „   20    5.  0    5  23 

Friday,  „    21    5.48    6.14 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
clearing,  but  is  still  a  good  colour  for  angling- 
Roach  and  ohub  appear  to  have  been  feeding  well 
during  the  week,  though  owing  to  the  changeable 
temperature  there  were  changes  in  the  mood  of  the 
fish  feeding.  Wednesday's  rain  affected  the  small 
tributaries  a  trifle,  and  on  Thursday  they  were  dis- 
charging coloured  water  into  the  main  river.  This 
should  do  good  to  the  fishing.  Since  my  last  report  I 
hear  of  a  good  Thames  pike  of  15Jlb  being  taken  at 
Cookham,  by  Mr.  E,  Godden,  whilst  Mr.  Percy  Cox, 
at  Marlow,  has  had  a  similar  fish  of  81b.  Mr.  Jacobs 
has  been  fishing  at  Dachet,  and  has  secured  a  nice 
bag  of  roach.  Prospects  for  the  week-end  did  not 
look  very  promising  on  Thursday.  The  morning 
commenced  witn  a  sharp  frost,  and  was  followed  by 
rain  and  sleet.  However,  by  the  time  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  in  the  hands  of  its  readers  the  weather, 
may  have  changed  for  the  better. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). —The  very  rough  and  change- 
able weather  has  not  improved  the  prospects  of 
good  fishing,  some  days  being  too  rough  to  venture 
out.    On  quiet  days,  however,  some  fair  sport  has 


been  mot  with,  Mr.  S.  H.  -Lee,  fishmg  with  S. 
Vaughan,  taking  a  281b.  bag  of  jack  and  chub,  and 
a  local  angler  has  taken  171b.  of  roach  and  three 
chub,  the  best  fish  scalmg  31b. ;  while  another  has 
caught  a  jack,  81b.  Mr.  St.  John  Headley  has  taken 
a  161b.  bag  of  roach  from  the  Wargrave  waters. 
Here,  too,  a  few  perch  and  jack  have  been  .caught. 
The  water  to-day  (Dec.  12)  is  showing  some  colour, 
and  a  good  stream  is  running,  which  may  increase 
by  the  week-end,  as  some  heavy  showers  have 
fallen  during  the  last  two  days,  so  that  the  prospect 
for  sport  is  at  present  imcertain. — Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  —  River  in  good  con- 
dition, but  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  cold  winds  have 
put  fish  off  the  feed.  C.  Lee  was  out  on  Dec.  9  with 
Mr.  Weston  and  Mr.  Geo.  Blake,  and  took  a  few 
roach  and  dace,  including  two  roach  well  over  lib. 
each.  Twickenham  Piscatorial  Punt  Con  petition 
on  Dec.  16. — J.  T.  Billington. 

Thames  (Wraystanry;. — The  cold  snap  of  the 
last  few  days  has  not  been  favourable  for  roach 
fishing.  Last  night's  (Dec.  12)  heavy  rain  brought 
a  change  of  temperature,  and  prospects  are  more 
favourable.  Have  done  very  little  fishing  since  my 
last  report,  and  had  nothing  worth  special  mention. 
It  has  just  started  raining  again  and  looks  like 
lasting,  so  there  may  be  something  better  to  say 
next  week. — P.  Brown. 

Bottisnam  Iioo&a  (Waterbeaoh).  —  Saturday's 
heavy  rain  followed  by  three  frosty  nights  have 
left  the  river  thick  and  the  water  in  bad  colour. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  being  restored  again  to  a 
good  level  and  colour.  These  conditions  have  given 
all  fishing  a  rest,  but  the  pike  are  seen  moving  in  all 
directions  after  these  shght  frosts.  —  John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Taw  and  Torridge 
Fishery  Boaid  at  their  annual  meeting  elected  Mr. 
J.  M.  Pope  as  chairman.  In  accordance  with  notice 
of  motion"  Mr.  E.  E.  Draper,  of  Barnstaple,  moved 
an  alteration  in  the  bye-laws  so  as  to  allow  3-iu. 
mesh  nets  to  be  used  in  the  rivers  instead  of  a  4-in. 
mesh  as  at  present.  His  argument  was  that  the  small 
mesh  would  enable  the  men  to  catch  a  lot  of  coarse 
fish  which  abounded  in  the  rivers.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  experimental  tests  with  the  small-mesh 
nets  showed  that  there  would  be  no  injury  to  the 
salmon  fishing.  One  of  the  members  stated  that 
he  did  not  think  that  the  resolution  would  be  the 
means  of  bringing  to  the  market  the  number 
of  fish  anticipated,  and  the  chairman  observed 
that  with  a  tliree  inch  mesh  it  was  possible  to  kill  a 
large  number  of  smelts  returning  from  the  river, 
where  they  had  been  hatched.  He  thought  that 
there  was  no  question  but  that  it  would  diminish 
the  supply  of  peal  for  the  upper  waters,  and  this 
memt  diminishing  the  supply  of  spawning  fish, 
and  the  question  would  be  whether  they  were 
not  killing  the  goose  that  laid  the  golden  egg.  A 
Royal  Commission  on  salmon  fisheries  had  stated 
that  the  over-netting  of  rivers  was  the  greatest 
evil  to  them.  The  resolution,  however,  was  agreed 
towi'honly  one  dissentient.  Regarding  the  com- 
plaints made  by  fishermen  of  the  Yeahn  river  that 
hoppers  discharge  refuse  on  their  fishing  grounds, 
the  Admiralty,  in  answer  to  the  representations 
of  Mr.  Mildmay,  consented  to  hold  an  enquiry,  and, 
as  the  result  of  this,  the  court  found  that  a  hopper 
barge  deposited  its  spoil  on  the  authorised  ground, 
but  having  regard  to  the  conflicting  character 
of  the  evidence,  they  were  not  prepared  to  say  de- 
finitely that  that  was  the  case.  In  view  however  of  a 
recurrence  of  any  such  doubt,  the  court  proposed 
that  the  new  eastern  and  western  limits  should  be 
adopted  for  the  discharging  ground,  and  the  question 
of  establishing  and  maintairung  a  buoy  is  now 
under  consideration. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (£zeter)i — The  usual  catches  of 
pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  been  made  in  the  river 
near  the  city  and  at  the  usual  haunts  of  our  well- 
known  canal,  some  good  perch  being  accounted 
for  live  minnow  fishing.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators  last  week  Mr. 
Draper  moved  that  the  fishermen  be  allowed  to 
use  a  net  of  three-inch  mesh  in  the  tidal  waters 
instead  of  the  present  minimum  mesh  of  four  inches. 
The  motion  was  carried.  Water-bailiff  Fraser  also 
reported  on  experimental  trawling  inside  the  bar. 
They  commenced  at  Bideford  Quay,  and  fished  to 
the  estuary  and  then  up  the  Taw,  catching  601b.  of 
soles  and  201b,  of  brill  and  flukes,  but  no  salmon. 
Mullet  fishing  has  not  been  good  during  the  past 
week,  and  only  some  good-sized  smelt  have  been 
caught  with  a  few  mullet  in  Exmouth  Dock.  To 
compensate  for  this  poor  sport,  however,  a  record 
quantity  of  .sprats  have  been  caught  by  the  Exmouth 
boats  durmg  the  last  two  days.  They  have  come 
in  laden  to  wichinsix  inches  of  their  gunwale. — Red 
Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — Inclement  weather  has 
prevailed  in  the  past  week,  and  few  anglers  have 
been  seen  at  the  favourite  stations.  Last  week,  too 
late  to  record  in  the  Lea  report,  I  received  news 


of  the ,  capture  of  a  (fine  roach  ;.in  ;the 
Ponders  End  waters.  It  scaled  21b.  9oz., 
and  was  secured  by  Mr.  Strickland."  The  fish 
is  considered  one  of  the  finest  roach  ever  caught 
in  the  Lea.  A  Ware  angler  has  taken  a  nice  basket 
of  roach  on  the  Hertford  side  of  Ware,  and  in  the 
Hertford  waters  pike  up  to  CJlb.  were  landed  on 
Dec  9.  The  river  is  in  fair  colour,  but  the  water  is 
at  a  very  low  temperature,  and  roach  fishing  pros- 
pects are  none  too  promising  for  the  week-end. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Iingg  and  Arrow  {Leominster).  —Both  streams 
are  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
a  nice  level.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and 
some  snow  has  been  had,  with  rain  and  strong 
winds.  The  grayling  have  been  inclined  to  move 
during  the  day,  but  angling  has  been  quiet.  There 
is  a  prospect  of  sport  bemg  had  in  both  rivers  with 
fly  and  maggot. — Gwynne. 

Snasez  Aivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  has  been  adverse  to  sport  the  past  week. 
Sharp  frosts  have  been  experienced,  and  heavy  fogs 
during  the  day  and  evening.  On  Dec.  9  Mr.  W. 
Mailey  secured  a  nice  pike  at  Isfield,  baiting  with 
a  small  bream.  The  pike  weighed  just  over  71b. 
Although  eight  or  nine  anglers  were  pike  fishing, 
this  was  the  only  success.  At  Barcombe  Mills, 
a  nice  chub  of  31b.  was  taken,  but  I  have  not 
received  name  of  captor.  With  these  exceptions, 
sport  has  been  very  quiet  in  all  districts.  On 
Dec.  10  Chichester  Canal  was  frozen  over,  but  the 
fog  and  rain  of  Dec.  11  soon  cleared  the  water. 
But  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  there  is 
nothing  worth  recording.  The  lower  lock  gates, 
which  were  to  have  been  completed  in  six 
weeks,  are  not  in  yet — ^now  three  months  in  hand. 
Pike  are  fairly  plentiful,  and  would  be  more  so  if 
the  illegality  of  live  gorge  fishing  could  be  enforced. 
Many  small  fish  are  taken  on  hand-lines,  some  of 
the  fishermen  having  as  many  as  six  or  more  lines 
down  a  reach — pot  hunting,  not  sport.  It  is  a  pity 
it  cannot  be  stopped. — George  F.  Salter. 

Tame  (Iiudlow;. — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  run- 
ning in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
cold  and  some  snow  has  fallen,  but  it  has  not  altered 
the  water,  which  is  clear  and  a  nice  level.  A  few 
brace  of  grayling  were  landed  at  the  end  of  last 
week  and  on  Monday,  with  maggot  and  grasshopper. 
Pike  are  now  on  the  feed.  The  prospects  for  gray- 
ling fishing  during  the  middle  of  the  day  are  good. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighboaring 
Rivers. — Angling  during  the  past  week  has  been 
slow,  a  very  few  rods  being  out.  Some  decent 
roach  and  dace  have  been  killed  on  the 
North  Tyne  with  maggot.  The  Tyne  at  Cor- 
bridge  yielded  a  full  creel  of  roach  and  dace 
to  a  south  country  angler,  who  told  me  there  are 
any  amount  of  roach  and  dace.  A  few  grayling  are 
reported  from  the  Till.  Several  winter  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  a  frosty  Christmas,  when  they 
hope  to  have  a  good  time  of  it. — Henry  A.  Mubton. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Oerwent,  Oase, 
etc,  (.Yorbs). — We  have  had  a  variety  of  weather 
during  the  last  few  days.  The  cold  snap  at  the 
latter  end  of  last  week  did  not  last  long.  On  Satur- 
day, Dec.  8,  the  frost  made  grayling  anglers  begin  to 
think  there  would  be  some  fine  sport  during  this 
week,  but  the  cold  snap  did  not  improve  gray- 
ling fishing  very  much,  it  being  of  a  very  short 
duration,  and  on  Dec.  10  and  11  the  atmospheric 
conditions  returned  to  abnormally  mild  for 
December  with  fogs.  I  have  had  a  long  experience 
as  a  grayling  fisher,  over  forty  years,  and  during  that 
time  I  have  never  known  grayling  to  feed  well  in 
either  fog  or  high  winds.  In  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Yore  I  have  been  out  for  an  hour  or  two,  but  have 
only  met  with  moderate  sport.  During  the  last  few 
days,  however,  I  managed  to  get  a  few  brace  of  fish 
in  an  afternoon,  and  that  about  the  same  total  of 
of  any  other  angler  I  have  met  during  the  past  few 
days  in  the  districts  of  Wensley,  Middleham,  and 
Cover  Bridge.  The  River  Cover  was  in  fine  trim 
last  week  end.  A  few  anglers  were  out  on  this 
stream,  but  only  found  sport  of  a  moderate 
kind.  The  Swale  has  been  up  and  down, 
but  last  week-end  it  was  in  fine  trim.  A  few 
anglers  out  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Skeeby  and 
Catterick,  but  sport  among  the  grayling  has  not 
been  at  its  best.  At  Ainderby  a  few  anglers 
have  been  seen  out,  but  sport  has  not  been  any 
better  than  in  any  other  district.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  in  fair  trim,  but  anglers  have  onlj^  met 
with  moderate  sport  on  the  upper  reaches  at  Gras- 
sington,  Burnsall  and  Ilkley  lengths.  In  the  lower 
reaches  a  httle  sport  has  been  met  at  Pool,  Harewood, 
and  CoUingham  Bridge.  On  Dec.  12,  Mr.  Thomas 
had  a  fair  catch  of  fish  with  swimming  bait. 
The  Robin  Hood  AngUng  Club,  Leeds,  have  held 
their  annual  meeting.  The  treasm-er,  Mr.  B.  Fox- 
croft,  presented  the  balance-sheet,  and  having  paid 
out  the  expenses  of  the  year,  there  stands  a  balance 
of  over  £12  to  the  credit  of  the  club.    The  election 


December  15,  1906 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


455 


of  officers  took  place,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
were  elected.  Chairman.  Mr.  F.  Hodgson ;  vice- 
presidents  Messrs.  S.  Byrom  and  H.  Skinner; 
treasurer,  Mr.  B.  Foxcroft ;  committee,  Messrs. 
Rumble.  Moreley,  Howcroft,  J.  E.  Miller,  J.  Hor- 
ner. H.  Collier,  J.  Powell,  M.  Thomas,  W.  Husband. 
J.  Foulds  H.  J.  Thomas,  T.  Foxcroft ;  also  Messrs. 
Macdonald  and  Skelton.  The  following  were  eleoted 
to  reore'ent  the  delegates  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers :  Messrs.  Byrom,  Skinner,  M.  Thomas, 
Richardson,  Briggs,  Powell,  B.  Foxcroft.  Turner, 
Foulds,  H.  J.  Thomas,  Moreley,  Howcroft,  Collier, 
Macdonald,  Hodgson.  Homer,  and  J.  E.  Miller. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  Thomas,  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  promised  to  eive  a  lectvire  in  the 
early  part  of  the  New  Year.  Prospects  are  not  very 
encouraging,  the  weather  at  present  being  mixed  up 
with  hail,  rain,  wind,  sleet,  and  snow, — J.  E.  Millee. 

'SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — The  weather  conditions 
hive  been  muoh  more  seasonable,  and  all  over  the 
North  of  Scotland  the  first  real  snap  of  winter  has 
been  experienced.  The  rivers  are  getting  into  proper 
form,  and  spawning  operations  will  now  be  com- 
pleted under  more  normal  conditions.  Mrs. 
Pickering  and  party  had  fortv  fish  on  the  Kincardine 
and  BorrowBtone  waters  within  the  few  days  of  the 
close  of  the  season  on  which  there  was  any  angling. 
Lord  Penrhvn  had  a  similar  score.  These  were  the 
two  best  fished  sections  on  the  Dee  along  with 
Mr.  Nicols'  Ballogie  water,  which  yielded  over  a 
score  of  fish  in  addition  to  the  top  weight  of  the 
season.  The  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee  are  just  now 
teeming  with  half-pound  fitanock.  Of  course,  there 
is  no  angling  for  them,  so  that  one  oannot  say 
whether  they  are  ascending  or  descending  fish,  but 
the  phenomena  is  a  strange  one  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Mr,  Duncan,  senior  water-bailifT,  has  just 
completed  the  filling  of  the  Deeside  district  hatchery 
at  Drum,  whe^-e  he  has  laid  down  about  one  million 
of  eggs  from  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Tevlot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Since  the  closing  of  the  salmon  season  on  the  south 
of  Scotlnnd  rivers — that  is,  Tweed  and  Teviot — the 
streams  have  been  in  grand  condition  for  angling, 
but  now  that  the  anglers'  prospects  have  gone 
with  the  law  they  must  just  keep  their  wrath  warm 
till  the  month  of  February  comes  once  again,  when 
they  will  have  their  rnuscles  and  anticipations  once 
more  pu+  into  active  vigour  and  redeem  their  past 
1  osses  with  more  improved  gains.  The  past  season 
on  the  whole  has  been  on  all  the  waters  one  of 
the  most  productive  that  has  been  had  on  the 
Tweed  for  several  years  back,  and  lessees  of  fishings 
have  had  very  little  to  grumble  at  on  the  whole.  On 
the  upper  waters  sport  has  been  generally  pood. 
The  take  of  the  season  has  been  Mr.  A.  Steel's 
sixteen  fish,  his  average  beine;  101b,,  and  his  total 
weight  2791b his  heaviest  fish  being  331b.,  301b., 
and  311b.,  while  six  weighed  from  191b.  to  241b. 
each.  One  notable  capture  on  the  Birpham  water 
was  that  bv  Colonel  Clinton  of  a  12^1b.  spring 
salmon  on  the  same  day  as  Mr.  Steel's  large  take, 
and  Mr.  Lees,  Manchester.  landed  a  spawned  salmon 
of  about  91b.  These  small  incidents  may  prove  a 
good  omen  for  a  good  forthcoming  spring  salmon 
season.  The  following  takes  have  reached  me  since 
my  last  report,  which,  however,  did  not  appear  in 
last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  : — On  the  Floors  Castle 
upper  water,  on  Nov.  21,  Mr.  William  Forrest 
(Forrest  and  Sons,  Kelso)  killed  four  salmon  and 
one  grilse,  their  weights  being  171b.,  141b  ,  111b., 
81b.,  and  71b.  respectively,  and  on  Nov,  24  Mr.  John 
Smith  had  three  sslraon  of  171b.,  IMb,,  and  151b. 
On  the  Lower  Floors  water,  on  Nov.  21,  Mr. 
Bowhill  bad  one  271b.  salmon,  and  on  Nov.  23,  Mr. 
John  Gibson,  fisherman,  had  two  weighing  ■  201b 
and  81b.  each ;  Mr.  Thomas  Gib=on.  one  salmon  of 
141b. ;  on  Nov.  24.  Mr.  Drummond,  of  Hawthornden, 
Edinburgh,  caught  a  salmon  of  201b,  and  one  of 
81b. ;  Lord  Dalrymple,  the  day  after  Mr.  Steel's 
caoture,  killed  half  a  dozen  salmon  of  201b.,  181b., 
181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  121b.  respectively.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water  (Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith's), 
on  Nov.  21,  Mr.  Thos.  Pringle  had  a  salmon  of  91b.  ; 
Sir  Richard,  one  of  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Mackay 
Croall,  five  fish,  the  weights  being  151b.,  101b.,  101b., 
81b.,  and  71b.  ;  on  Nov.  22,  Capt.  Jarvis  had  a 
brace  of  fish  of  171b.  and  81b.  each;  on  Nov.  23, 
Mr.  T.  G.  Taylor  had  three  salmon  of  18Jlb.,  161b., 
and  141b.  each;  on  Nov.  24,  the  same  gentleman 
had  a  brace  of  salmon  of  16Jlb.  and  151b.  ;  Captain 
Gerald  Trotter,  a  brace  of'  231b.  and  IS^lb.,  and 
Sir  Richard,  one  salmon  of  161b. ;  on  Nov.  26,  Sir 
Richard  had  a  brace ,  of  salmon  of  221b.  and  81b.  ; 
and  Mr.  T.  G.  Trotter  killed  four,  the  weights  being 
.  1 51b.,  81h  ;  81b.,  and  81b.  ;  on  Nov,  27,  Mr.  T.  G. 
Taylor  killed  no  fewer  than  seven  fish,  their  weights 
being  241b.,  191b.,  18^1b..  171b.,  151b.,  151b.,  and 
71b.,  and  Sir  Richard  Griffith,  Bart.,  one  salmon  of 
161b.  On  the  Sprouston  waters,  Captain  S.  F. 
Trotter  caught  a  'salmon  and  a  grilse  of  91b.  and 
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191b  ;  on  Nov.  14.  two  salmon  of  191b.  and  71b.  ;  a 
grilse  of  61b.  on  Nov.  15;  a  91b.  grilse  on  Nov.  19; 
six  salmon  of  231b.,  221b.,  181b,,  171b.,  161b.,  and 
161b.,  and  one  grilse  of  61b.,  on  Nov.  21 ;  a  brace  of 
salmon  of  161b.  and  121b.  each,  and  one  grilse  of 
61b,,  on  Nov.  22;  and  on  Nov.  26  he  had  four 
salmon  of  271b.,  231b.,  221b.,  and  211b.  Captain 
Trotter  had  a  191b.  salmon  and  an  81b.  grilse  on 
Nov.  14;  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  14Ib.  and  a  61b. 
grilse  on  Nov,  14;  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  141b. 
and  a  61b.  grilse ;  and  on  Nov.  15  a  brace  of  salmon 
of  191b,  and  151b.  ;  on  Nov.  19  'he  had  the  same 
success,  besides  a  271b.  salmon  and  an  81b.  grilse ; 
on  Nov.  22  and  26  he  had  five  salmon  and  one 
grilse,  the  weights  being  181b.,  181b.,  171b.;  121b„ 
121b.,  and  81b.    On  Nov.  16,  Mr.  Pornngton  had 
a  salmon  of  171b.  :  Mr.  H.  Stobart,  on   Nov.  16, 
had  a  salmon  of  191b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on 
Nov,  24  he  had  a  salmon  of  141b.  and  an  81b.  gr'l'^e; 
Mr.  Stobart.  oh  Nov,  16,  had  a  91b,  grilse,  and  on 
Nov.  22  he  had  a  141b.  salmon  and  a  grilse  of  71b, ; 
Mi^s  K,  Stobart  had  a  141b.  salmon  on  Nov.  23, 
and  a  salmon  of  14lb.  and  a  grilse  of  81b.  on  Nov,  24. 
On  the  Birgham  water  Cthe  Earl  of  Home'«),  on 
Nov.  21.  General  the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  had  a 
brace  of  salmon  of  151b.  and  121b,  each,  and  three 
grilse  of  81b.,  61b..  and  5lb.  ;  on  Nov.  23  Colonel 
Clinton  had  a  grilse  of   91b.;    on  Nov.  24  Lord 
Douglass  had  a  161b.  salmon,  and  Lady  Margaret 
Douglas  Home  one  grille  of  61b  ;  on  Nov.  26  Lord 
Douglass  had  three  salmon  and  one  grilse  weighing 
181b.,  171b.,  141b.,  and  71b.;  Gene'-al  Home  two 
salmon  of  171b.  and  161b.  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  ; 
Colonel  Clinton,  as  mentioned  above,  one  snring 
salmon  of  12|lb..  and  Lady  Margaret  Douglas  Home 
one  salmon  of  181b.  and  a  grilse  of  61b.    On  the 
Carham  water  (Mrs.  Burrell's),  Robt.  Futon,  fisher- 
man, had  a  IPlb.  salmon  on  Nov,  27  ;  on  Nov.  26 
Sir  Wm.  Scott  had  a  21  lb.  salmon  and  a  grilse  of 
91b.,  and  Dr.  Henderson,  Coldstream,  a  brace  of 
salmon  of  good  weights.    On  the  iipper  part  of  the 
Wark  water.  Mr.  W.  Robson  had  a  71b.  grilse  on 
Nov.  22,  and  'on  Nov,  26  Mr.  McCulloch  had  half 
a  dozen  salmon  weighing  21  lb,,  201b,.  181b  ,  141b., 
131b..  and  101b,,  and  four  grilse  of  91b.,  91b.,  71b., 
and  61b,  respectively.    The  same  gentleman,  on  the 
Wark  lower  water,  had  a  brace  of  salmon  of  171b. 
each  on  Nov,  21 ;  on  Nov.  22  <^o  salmon  of  231b. 
and  141b.  and  one  grilse  of  81b,  ;  on  Nov,  24  one 
grilse  of  01b.  ;  on  Nov.  27  he  had  six  salmon  of 
211b.,  191b,,  181b.,  161b,,  161b.,  and  101b..  and  a 
brace  of  gril=e  of  01b.  and  51b.  each.    On  the  Lees 
water,  on  Nov.  15,  Mr.  W.  Kidston  killed  four 
salmon  of  241b..  201b.,  101b..  and  181b.,  besides  a 
brace  of  grilse  of  101b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Wm.  Robson 
a  grilse  of  01b.  ;  on  Nov.  16  Mr.  Kidston  had  a 
salmon  of  201b.  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  101b.  and 
91b.  each ;  on  Nov.  19  Colonel  Mackenzie  had  a 
221b.  salmon  and  four  grilse  of  9^1b.,  81b.,  71b,,  and 
71b.  ;  Mr,  Abbs  had  one  salmon  of  17^1b. ;  on  Nov.  21 
Mr.  Kidston  a  7Jlb,  grilse  ;  on  Nov.  22  he  had  one 
salmon  and  six  grilse,  the  weights  being  181b.,  101b., 
101b.,  91b.,  81b.,  7^1b.,  and  61b.  ;  and  on  Nov.  23  a 
brare  of  salmon  of  101b.  each  and  a  6Hb.  grilse; 
Dr.  Mailing  one  salmon  of  191b.  and  a  6^1b,  grilse; 
on  Nov.  26  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  brace  of  salmon  of 
201b.  and  14Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Kidston  one  salmon  of 
181b.    On  the  Cornhill  water,  on  Nov.  16,  Dr.  Taylor 
had  a  brace  of  grilse  of  O^lb,  and  101b,  each ;  on 
Nov  21  Mr.  Pierson  a  171b,  salmon  ;  and  on  Nov.  23 
Mr.  Rudland  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and  on  Nov.  24 
one  salmon  of  141b.  and  a  brace  of  grilse  of  01b.  and 
61b.  each.    On  the  Lennell  water,  on  Nov.  11,  Mr. 
Geo.  Taylor  had  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  Nov.  24 
Mr.  Poton  had  a  grilse  of  01b.    On  the  Lees  water. 


Mr.  Wm.  Turner  had  a  grilse  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  Erskine 
one  salmon  of  181b.    On  the  Carham  water,  Mr. 
Fulton,  Sunnysid".  had  a  salmon  of  191b.    On  the 
Teviot,  on  the  Springwood  water,  Mr.  Allgood  had 
a  brace  of  salmon  of  I71b.  and  lOJlb.  each;  on 
Nov.  21  he  had  similar  snort  and  a  sea-trout  of 
6^'b.,  and  on  Nov.  22  he  had  a  salmon  of  9lb. :  on 
Nov,  22  Lady  Laura  Doug'as  had  a  61b.  sea-trout, 
and  Mr.  F.  J,  Douglas  one  of  the  same  weight. 
On  the  north  s'de  of  the  river.  Mr.  .las,  Ch'sholm, 
Kelso,  had  a  171b,  salmon  on  the  Cottage  Stream, 
and  Mr.  W.  Rest  one  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  J,  T.  Thompson 
had  one  of  201b.    at  the  Castle  Pool,  and  Mr. 
Hogarth.  Herton  Mill,  had  a  121b.  salmon  on  the 
Mai^ondend  streams  ;  Mr.  Nicholson  had  also  a  very 
fine  fish  of  151b.    The  report  of  th"^  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company,  Ltd.,  has  just  been  submitted  to 
the  shareholders,  and  from  it  it  seems  that  the  past 
season  has  been  a  most  disappointing  one,  having 
been  the  most  unproductive  for  many  years  past. 
From  the  beginning  of  April  till  the  close  of  the 
season  there  was  a  remarkable  scarcity  of  fish  all 
along  the  sea  coa'^t,  and  the  numbers  were  exceed- 
ingly short  of  previous  years,  and  the  non-appoar- 
anoe  of  grilse  was  also  unaccountable,  the  first 
only  being  got  on  April  19.    There  is  a  loss  on  the 
working  expense^!  of  £271  lis.,  but  the  profit  and 
loss  account  shows  a  net  balance  from  alt  sources 
of  £939  3s.  lid.  to  the  credit  of  the  concern,  which 
!idded  to  the  balance  brovight  forward  from  last 
year  leaves  £1968  3s.  8d..  thus  leaving  a  total  balance 
of  £2907  12s.  7d.  to  be  dealt  with,  and  the  directors 
therefore  declare  a,  dividend  of  five  ner  cent,  free 
of  income-tax. — Maxwheel.     [Received  too  late 
for  insertion  last  week.] 


SEA  FISHING. 

BaTllnafrelU?8. — On  two  days  whiting  gave  good 
sport,  but  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  no  fishing 
could  be  done  owing  to  gales  and  high  seas. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Darrvnane  ^co.  Kerrv). — Whiting  continue  to 
give  ffood  sport  around  here,  principally  between 
Seariff  Island  and  Cooma^onclane.  Pollack  have 
been  fished  for,  but  sport  has  not  been  good. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Daal. — Owing  to  the  unsettled  weather  and  the 

water  thicV  as  mud,  nothing  ve-y  important  in  the 
way  of  fishing  has  been  done  by  boat's  since  the 
Deal-W aimer  Angling  As'^ociation  held  their  Decem- 
ber competition.  Should  the  weather  set+le  down 
and  the  water  get  in  fair  condition,  in ^11  probability 
there  will  be  sport  this  week  end, — Edwd.  Hanger 
(B.S.A.S.). 

T>oaI  Pier>. — Fishing  results  have  not  been 

at  all  satisfactory  during  the  present  week,  although 
more  than  one  decent  catch  of  cod  has  been  made, 
but  whiting  are  still  extremely  scarce  and  flatfish 
but  rarely  taken.  Mr.  Beaslev  took  a  small  cod 
of  6?lb.  on  Dec.  7,  and  Mr.  Holt-Schoo'ing. 
Mr.  Band,  and  Mr.  Bushwell  each  made  a  small 
bag  on  that  dav.  Mr.  P.  C.  Edga--  had  a  61b.  cod 
on  Dec.  8,  and  Mr.  Buckle  a  smaller  one.  but  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Puckridge,  Mr,  J.  H.  Meyer,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hugman.  Mr.  E.  Bell,  Mr.  Lanehester, 
Mr.  W.  T,  Chitty,  Mr.  Piper,  Mr.  Watkina,  Mr. 
Dixon  and  Colonel  Backhouse  made  but  small 
catches.  Few  rods  were  wielded  on  Saturday,  Dec.  9, 
the  weather  being  roucrh  and  unnleasant,  and  the 
catches  were  not  worthy  of  recpr'^.  Mr.  Brooks, 
Mr.  W,  Dodd,  Mr.  A.  R.  Richardson.  Mrs.  Dixon, 
and  Mr.  Rose,  each  fished  for  several  hours  on 
Dec,  10  with  very  indifferent  success,  but  on  Dec.  1 1 
Mr.  Richardson  took  two  cod.  the  lai-ger  of  which 
scaled  S'lb.,  and  on  Dec.  12  Mr.  Buckle  had  three 
nice  codling  before  his  breakfast  hour. — J.  Richakd- 
SON  (B.S.A.S.) 

Plvmouth. — We  are  getting  soring,  summer, 
winter,  and  November  ga!e=!  on  alternate  davs,  so 
the  fisherman  does  not  appear  much  in  evidence. 
The  weather  has  been  too  unsettled  for  boat  work, 
and  the  regular  hookers  have  been  having  a  bad 
time.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  things  will  improve 
before  Christmas,  or  el^e  their  fare  will  be  poor 
indeed.  The  pier  followers  have  been  absent,  and 
very  little  has  been  done,  and  the  supply  for  the 
markets  has  come  from  the  north,  Grimsbj'  and 
Lowestoft  sending  most  of  our  fish.  The  steam 
trawlers  also  have  done  bad.  Reports  from  Looe 
and  Fowey  are  the  same,  not  much  doing.  I  hope 
next  week,  for  all  concerned,  I  may  be  able  to  give 
abetter  account. — Wii-liam  HEAjttDEK  (B.S.A.S.). 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  .\xd  Gratiing  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
cai\  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  tlie  iJanager  of  The 
Fisliiiig  Gazette.  St.  Dunstans  House,  Fetter  l.ane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  H.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  ou  the  subject."— Fi«/n"»u;  Gazette, 
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llssociafions,  etc. 


Angmsbs'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  'on 
Monday  next,  Dec.  17,  at  8  p.m. — ^R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Armitage  presided  on  Dec.  5.  The  result  of 
the  Christinas  competition  on  Dec.  2  was  announced 
to  the  meeting,  and  as  all  the  prizes  were  not  taken 
on  that  day  it  was  arranged  to  continue  the  com- 
petition on  Dec.  9  and  16,  if  necessary.  It  was 
decided  to  send  a  donation  towards  the  memorial  to 
the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Price  of  the  True  Waltonians. 
The  attention  of  members  was  called  to  the  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Dec.  21  at  8.30  p.m.  at 
London  headquarters,  when  it  is  hoped  that  as 
many  as  possible  wUl  make  it  convenient  to  attend 
in  good  time  as  this  will  be  the  last  gathering  in 
1906.  This  last  week-end  the  weather  was  bois- 
terous and  cold.  On  Dec.  9,  atHarefield,  Mr.  Wood- 
Barrett  took  three  chub,  and  a  few  other  members 
had  perch  and  dace,  whilst  from  other  parts  Mr. 
Barnes  had  several  fair-sized  dace,  and  Mr.  Bainton 
jack  and  chub  ;  but  on  the  whole  those  who  braved 
the  weather  were  badly  rewarded. — E.  H.  B. 

CiTT  OF  London  Pisoatoeiai.  Society. 

There  was  a  capital  show  of  fish  at  the  very 
pleasant  meeting  held  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern — Mr. 
E.  H.  Higgs  presiding — on  Tuesday,  Dec.  11.  The 
fish  taken  included  the  following : — By  Mr.  E.  J. 
Orpin,  sixteen  chub,  four  good  roach,  and  one 
jack,  from  Datchet ;  Mr.  E.  W.  Cox,  two  pike  and 
six  chub — including  a  fine  specimen  of  5Jlb. — (Mr. 
Cox  taking  the  competition  medal),  from  Maple- 
durham ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  chub,  from  Wargrave ; 
Mr.  A.  G.  Merritt,  jack,  from  Elstree;  Mr.  C. 
Haynes — delayed  report — 101b.  good  perch  and 
roach  from  a  metropolitan  reservoir ;  other  reports 
being  also  made.  The  hon.  sec.  received  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  presenting  to  the  library  the  last  report 
of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  The  toast  of 
"The  Successful  Angler"  (Mr.  E.  W.  Cox),  also 
that  of  the  C.L.P.S.,  having  been  duly  honoured,  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  proceedings  of  a  very  satisfactory  meeting,  in 
the  course  of  which  it  was  announced  that  a  large 
number  of  members  had  handed  in  their  names  as 
intending  to  be  present  at  the  supper  on  Dec.  18 — 
over  which  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  will  preside.  Members 
wishing  to  be  present,  but  who  have  not  yet  notified 
their  intention,  should  at  once  write  to  Mr.  Gilbert, 
Ingleside,  Boston-avenue,  Southend-on-Sea,  so  that 
adequate  preparation  can  be  made.  Attention  was 
also  called  to  the  initial  meeting  of  the  New  Year, 
when  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  will  read  a  paper ; 
past  experience  of  papers  by  the  gentleman  in 
question  warrant  the  expectation  of  something 
more  than  usually  entertaining  and  instructive. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Deal  and  Walmer  Angling  Association. 
Second  Annual  Sea  Angling  Competition  in  BoatB, 
Dec.  8  and  9. 
Results : — Mr.  W.  Turpin,  Deal  and  Walmer 
Association's  silver  challenge  cup  and  gold  medal ; 
Mr.  E.  R.  Dodd,  Wade-Kerr  sUver  challenge  cup 
and  silver  medal ;  Mr.  C.  W.  Snowden,  fishing  rod, 
presented  by  Mrs.  Hervey  MacLeay,  and  bronze 
medal  of  B.S.A.S.  ;  Mrs.  Dodd,  the  Ramsgate  sUver 
medal ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Rose,  fishing  rod,  presented  by 
the  Anglers'  News ;  Mrs.  Hervey  MacLeay,  fishing 
rod,  presented  by  the  Anglers'  News ;  Mr.  W.  H. 
McLachlan,  fishing  rod,  pj'esented  by  the  Anglers' 
News;  Mr.  G.  Colman,  silver  medal  of  B.S.A.S. 
In  the  final  of  the  Kent  Cup  tie,  which  was  fished 
on  Sunday,  Dec.  9,  the  Folkestone  team  won  the 
cup  with  a  catch  of  281b.  13oz.,  Deal  weighing  in 
23ib.  3|oz.,  and  Ramsgate  15Joz. — J.  Richardson. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
There  was  a  capital  attendance  of  members  and 
visitors  at  last  Tuesday's  meeting,  attracted  by  the 
announcement  on  the  December  programme  of  a 
paper  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  ("Trent  Otter  "),  entitled 
"The  Pike:  Facts  and  Fables."  Mr.  H.  Davey 
Turner  made  an  excellent  chairman,  and  quickly 
disposed  of  the  "business"  part  of  the  agenda 
paper.  Letters  of  apology  having  been  read  from 
Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  and  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  of  the 
People,  the  chairman  in  a  few  well  chosen  words 
cordially  welcomed  the  visitors  present,  and  then 
called  upon  Mr.  Martin  for  his  paper.  Mr.  Martin 
dealt  with  the  facts  of  jack  or  pike  fishing  first,  and 
in  introducing  this  he  called  to  his  aid  the  muses  of 
poetry  and  history.  But  as  regards  the  facts  the 
reader  supplied  these  from  the  incidents  which  have 
befallen  himself  aa  an  angler  of  over  fifty  years. 
His  experiences  extend  over  many  counties  and  still 
more  rivers,  and  naturally  they  are  very  varied. 
Good,  bad,  and  indifferent  luck  has  fallen  to  him,  hut 
judging  from  his  philosophic  reading  they  have  been 


received  with  the  equanimity  that  a  true  angler  and 
good  sportsman  should  possess.  His  methods  "  of 
fishing,  his  resource  under  difficulties,  were  modestly 
recounted,  and  hints  and  "tips"  were  by  no  means 
scarce.  In  the  second  part  Mr.  Martin  must  have 
taken  no  little  trouble  to  amass  so  much  information, 
but  this  he  frankly  confessed  must  be  taken  with 
rather  more  than  the  usual  amount  of  salt.  Grenuine 
entertainment  was  afforded,  and  the  meeting's 
best  thanks  awarded  Mr.  Martin  for  his  able  paper. 
In  giving  the  usual  "  Gresham  "  toast  the  chairman 
coupledlwith  it  "  The  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  Blagrave,  of 
the  Blenheim  A.S.,  felicitously  responded.  The 
thanks  of  the  meeting  were  also  given  to  Mr.  New 
combe  for  a  kindness  rendered  the  society. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  who  presided  at  Monday's 
meeting  drew  many  blanks  when  soliciting  angling 
experiences  from  the  members  assembled.  The 
weather  at  the  week-end  was  all  against  out-door 
sports,  and  there  was  very  little  news  to  impart  con- 
cerning things  piscatorial.  Mr.  Robert  Bradford 
secured  a  good  perch  of  21b.  on  the  Kennet.  Whilst 
trying  for  pike,  he  hooked  a  small  one  of  about  31b. 
On  drawing  this  towards  the  bank,  a  monster  pike 
made  a  dash  at  it  and  severely  bit  it  across  the 
middle,  the  teeth  marks  and  the  gape  denoting  that 
the  attacker  was  no  pikelet.  There  would  seem  to 
be  a  prize  worth  winning  for  the  man  who  can  in- 
duce Mr.  Bradford  to  give  away  the  lair  of  the  big 
fish.  On  the  Itchen  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A. 
C.  Poole  took  a  few  small  grayling,  but  with  half  a 
gale  blowing  it  is  not  surprising  that  Thymallus  was 
not  taking.  It  is  almost  useless  to  endeavour  to 
tempt  this  fish  when  the  surface  of  the  river  is 
covered  with  miniature  white-crested  waves.  The 
grayling  had  been  tried  at  Hungerford  and  Newbury, 
but  with  indifferent  results. — Hon.  Sec. 


SUTTON'S  RECREATION  CLUB. 


ANNUAL  SUPPER  AND  PRESENTATION  OP 
PRIZES. 


On  Friday  evening  (Nov.  23)  just  over  two 
hundred  members  assembled  in  the  Abbey  Hall,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  first  annual  supper  in  connection 
with  the  above  club.  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Martin 
J.  Sutton  (president)  and  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Sutton 
(a  vice-president),  Mr.  Leonard  Sutton  presided, 
and  amongst  those  supporting  him  were  Mr.  Hubert 
Sutton,  Mr.  Phil  Sutton  (vice-presidents),  Messrs 
J.  Farmer,  T.  Kinchin,  H.  D.  Jones,  A.  Livings, 
W.  J.  Brown,  T.  J.  Bennett,  H.  C.  Brown,  Frank 
Macdonald,  F.  J.  Plumer,  H.  G.  Cox,  W.  E.  Giles, 
A.  H.  Leaver  (hon.  treasurer),  W.  Shipway  (hon. 
general  secretary),  W.  H.  Stacey  (angling  section), 
W.  Johnson  (air  rifle  and  bowls),  W.  Stevens 
(tennis),  J.  White  (hockey),  S.  Jennings  (football), 
C.  H.  Aust,  and  F.  E.  Guy  (cricket).  A  right  con- 
vivial period  had  been  anticipated,  and  this  expecta 
tion  was  abundantly  Justified. 

"  The  King,  Queen,  and  Royal  Family  "  was  given 
by  the  chairman,  Mr.  H.  J.  Barrett's  fine  tenor 
voice  being  heard  to  perfection  in  the  solo.  In  pro 
posing  the  "  President  and  Vice-Presidents,"  Mr. 
Alex.  Livings  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arthur  Sutton, 
in  which,  while  regretting  his  absence,  the  writer 
expressed  his  entire  sympathy  with  the  club.  The 
proposer  said  how  muoh  they,  as  members  of  the 
club,  were  indebted  to  the  partners  for  their  kind- 
ness and  good  feeling  in  providing  means  whereby 
all  were  enabled  to  enjoy  hockey,  football,  tennis, 
cricket,  and  bowls,  and,  in  addition,  they  con- 
tinued to  take  a  keen  interest  in  angling  and  cycling. 
In  responding,  Mr.  Hubert  Sutton  thanked  the  pro- 
poser for  the  far  too  extremely  kind  words  and 
enthusiastic  way  in  which  the  toast  had  been  pro- 
posed and  received.  He  said  that  Mr.  Martin  J 
Sutton  had  written  expressing  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  be  with  them  at  the  first  annual  supper, 
but  wished  them  an  entirely  successful  function, 
and  hoped  for  similar  happy  gatherings  in  future 
years.  Those  of  the  partners  who  lived  nearer  the 
grounds  were,  of  course,  more  able  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  club.  .  Continuing,  Mr.  Hubert 
Sutton  remarked  how  pleased  he  was  himself  to 
take  a  practical  interest  in  some  of  the  competitions 
during  the  summer,  and  hoped  the  players  would 
retain  their  reputation  as  sportsmen.  By  knowing 
how  to"  take  a  beating  as  well  as  a  victory  they 
would  probably  be  better  able  to  succeed  in  life. 

Mr.  Leonard  Sutton  next  proposed  "  Sutton's 
Recreation  Club,"  saying  that,  though  this  was 
called  the  first  annual  supper  of  the  Recreation 
Club,  he  would  remind  all  present  that  it  was  no 
new  thing.  From  the  earliest  years  of  the  fij'm  the 
same  spirit  had  shown  itself  in  the  cricket  matches, 
soirees,  fishing'and''other'clubs,  and  it'^was'aH'this 
thatjwas  now  focusaed  in  Suttou's  Recreation  Club. 


He  trusted  the  club  and  the  Royal  Seed  Establish- 
ment would  continue  for  many  years,  and  that 
this  supper  was  only  the  first  of  other  such  gather- 
ings. Mr.  T.  J.  Bennett  responded,  and  thanked 
Mr.  Sutton  for  the  very  kind  words  he  had  spoken 
and  for  the  valuable  time  he  had  expended  during 
the  past  months  in  connection  with  the  working'of 
the  club.  On  the  Cintra  estate  they  had  grounds 
in  a  fine  situation,  and  he  assured  Mr.  Sutton  how 
greatly  the  members  appreciated  all  that  was  beiixg 
done  for  their  benefit. 

In  a  very  characteristic  and  able  speech  Mr.  Phil 
Sutton  submitted  "  The  Committees,  Treasurer,  and 
Secretaries  of  the  Recreation  Club,"  and  said  ho 
felt  confident  that  everyone  appreciated  the  work 
performed  by  aU  the  officials.  Mr.  W.  J.  Brown 
(chairman  of  committee)  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Leaver 
(treasurer)  replied  on  behalf  of  the  first  and  second 
portions  of  the  toast,  and  remarked  that  their  work 
was  a  labour  of  love.  They  did  all  they  could  for 
the  well-being  of  the  club.  Mr.  W.  Shipway  (hon. 
general  secretary)  was  entrusted  with  the  response 
to  the  secretaries,  and  on  behalf  of  himself  and 
the  sectional  secretaries,  he  thanked  Mr.  Phil  Sutton 
for  the  happy  way  in  which  he  had  proposed  the 
toast  and  for  the  warm  manner  in  which  the 
members  had  received  their  names.  He  felt  sure 
all  the  secretaries  appreciated  the  kind  words  which 
had  been  said  about  them.  He  would  not  profess 
modesty  and  say  those  eulogisms  were  not  deserved, 
because,  apart  altogether  from  himself,  he  knew 
a  very  great  amount  of  labour  and  careful  thought 
had  been  put  into  their  work  by  the  sectional  secre- 
taries. It  would,  he  said,  be  impossible  to  formulate 
and  get  into  a  semblance  of  working  order  such  a 
big  affair  as  our  Recreation  Club  without  some 
labour,  and  although  the  secretaries  are,  in  the 
natural  course  of  things,  subjected  to  criticism, 
deserved  and  undeserved,  he  quite  expected  they 
would  be  the  first  to  confess  their  own  short- 
comings. Proceeding,  Mr.  Shipway  gave  a  brief 
risumi  of  the  various  sections,  and  observed  that 
considerably  over  forty  committee  meetings  had 
been  held  since  the  inception  of  the  club  last  spring, 
while  the  number  of  members  enrolled  (over  90  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  staff)  exceeded  the  most  san- 
guine expectations  of  the  committee.  The  angling 
section  had  undoubtedly  prospered  imder  the 
guidance  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Stacey  and  his  sub- 
committee, while  the  success  of  the  air  rifle  section 
was  assured  from  the  moment  when  Mr.  Arthur 
Sutton  fired  the  inaugural  shot.  Since  then  just 
over  35,000  rounds  of  ammunition  had  been  fired, 
and  two  matches  against  capable  opponents  had 
been  undertaken,  one  being  lost  and  the  other  won. 
Probably  the  greatest  success  of  the  several  sections 
was  the  bowls,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  the  secretary, 
was  especially  proud  of  the  fact  that,  notwith- 
standing we  lost  our  match  against  Reading,  we 
beat  the  well-known  Mortimer  Club.  As  regards 
the  actual  state  of  our  green,  sown  down  six 
months  ago,  from  the  point  of  view  of  good  bowl- 
ing turf  it  did  not  require  a  very' bold  spirit  of 
prophecy  to  predict  that  in  the  near  future  we 
shall  have  as  fine  a  green  as  any  in  and  around 
Reading.  The  cricket  elevens  had  also  been  suc- 
cessful. Of  the  twenty-one  matches  played,  eleven 
were  won,  seven  lost,  and  three  draxvn,  a  highly 
creditable  result.  The  cyclists  had  undertaken 
eleven  runs  of  a  pleasing  and  enjoyable  nature,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  fifteen  members  per  run. 
To  date  the  footballers,  who  were  now  in  the  height 
of  their  glory,  had  played  eighteen  matches,  winning 
nine,  losing  six,  and  drawing  three.  In  Mr.  Jennings 
the  "  soccers  "  had  a  secretary  who  not  only  knew 
his  work  but  was  now  a  fully  accredited  referee,  he 
having  just  successfully  passed  his  examination. 
The  hockeyites  were  also  doing  well.  So  far  this 
season  they  had  played  seven  matches,  won  four, 
and  lost  three,  a  highly  pleasing  result,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  it  is  only  their  second  year  at  the 
game.  The  tennis  section  might  also  be  congratu- 
lated. They  played  eight  matches,  won  two,  lost 
four,  and  drew  two  ;  but  Mr.  Stevens,  the  secretary, 
assured  him  our  opponents  were  very  skilful  ex- 
ponents of  the  game.  Continuing,  Mr.  Shipway 
warmly  thanked  those  members  who  had  so  gene- 
rously provided  prizes  in  the  various  sections,  and 
threw  out  the  hint  that  next  year  others  would  be 
called  on  for  the  same  purpose.  In  concluding, 
the  speaker  specially  thanked  Mr.  C.  H.  Aust  for 
the  invaluable  assistance  received  in  the  clerical 
work  of  theTfclub,  andTsaid^that  the  secretaries 
would  always  be  delighted  to  receive  suggestions 
from  individual  members  for  the  better  working  of 
the  club,  and  assured  them"  that' any ;  hints  would 
have  careful  consideration.       '  '    '  , 

The  musical  portion  of  the'programme  was  ably 
sustained  by  members  of  the  club.  Where  all  ex- 
celled it  would  be  invidious  to  particularise.  Suffice 
it  to 'say  that  so  well  rendered  were  the  different 
songs  that  everyone  received  an  encore.''  The' follow- 
ing are  details  : — "  The  Curfew,"  Mr.  B.[Bowsher'; 
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HowiETOUN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


f  Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING."  Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 

t  ^  

Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova. 

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun, 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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"  The  Deathless  Army,"  Mr.  W.  Johnson  :  "  Little 
Willie  Brown."  Master  A.  Owen  :  "  I'll  Sins:  Thee 
Songs  of  Araby,"  Mr.  A.  H.  Earley  ;  "  Litckj' Jim." 
Mr.  T.  J.  Bennett  ;  "  A  Dream  of  Paradise."  Mr. 
S.  Tyler  ;  "  The  Trumpeter."  Mi:  J.  White  ;  "  The 
Sailors  Grave."  Mr.  W.  Gould  ;  '•  Round  the 
Bandstand,"  Mr.  H.  Vandenberg  :  "  The  Goodwin 
Sands."  Mr.  C.  Durman  ;  "  The  King's  Messenger," 
Mr.  W.  T.  Chm-chill  f  "'And  His  Day's  WorkVas 
Done."  Mr.  A.  W.  Beasley.  Mr.  W.  Stevens  acted 
as  accompanist  in  a  pleasing' manner. 

During  the  evening  the  winners  were  announced 
of  the^different  competitions  in  connection  with 
the  club. — Yehdant,  in  Beading  Observer. 


Proviiicial  JUigling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

r  The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Asso 
ciation  was  engaged  for  ,=ome  considerable  time  on 
Thursday  evening,  Dec.  6.  in  hearing  the  application 
of  no  le=s  than  nine  new  club«  who,  having  complied 
to  the  rules,  were  desirous  of  becoming  affiliated. 
The  reports  of  the  visiting  committee  were  in  every 
detail  satisfactorv.  The  whole  of  the  clubs  were 
accepted,  and  will  be  in  receipt  of  all  benefits  on 
Jan.  1  next.  This  is  a  record  number  of  clubs 
joining  at  one  time,  and  would  in  some  towns 
make  a  nice  little  association,  a«;  the  '  aggregate 
number  of  members  is  over  380,  which  will 
be  considerablv  increased  in  the  new  year.  I  hear 
of  other  clubs  being  formed  with  the  view  of  affilia- 
tion early  in  the  new  year.  The  London  and  North- 
western Eailway  Co.  have  granted  concessions  to 
several  new  stations,  tlvse  will  appear  on  the  new 
travelling  card.  Pike  fishing  at  the  end  of  last 
week  below  Hampton  Lode  on  the  Severn  was  fairly 
good,  but  the  average  size  ran  to  about  61b.  This 
river  with  our  other  rivers  were  at  the  end  of  the 
week  in  good  order.  Bream  have  been  taken  from 
the  Avon,  and  some  few  pike  have  been  had,  but  not 
many  rod«  have  been  out.  Not  manv  rods  have  been 
out  on  the  Alrewas  portion  of  the  Trent.  Pool 
fishing  at  Sutton  Park  has  been  fairly  good.  Some 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made  with  the  small 
red  worm.  Spade  Mill  Pool  has  provided  some 
good  pport  with  the  pike.  The  Stratford  Canal  at 
Wilmcote  has  been  fished  by  the  local  anglers,  and 
a  number  of  jack  have  been  taken  with  the  small 
spoon  bait  ;  there  are  a  number  of  small  pike  in  the 
canal  at  the  place  named,  and  they  want  thinning 
out  in  order  to  improve  the  roach  fishing.  A 
number  of  our  members  made  up  their  minds 
for  a  bit  of  pike  fishing-  on  Sunday  last,  but 
it  commenced  to  snow  at  about  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  we  have  had  a  sham  frost  since, 
but  it  has  now  gone  and  we  have  had  some  rain  ; 
the  weather  at  present  does  not  look  very  promising, 
but  I  hope  that  a  change  may  come  about  for  the 
holidays. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  the  Fen  waters  could  not  be  in  better 
condition  for  all-round  angling,  sport  amongst 
roach,  especially  on  the  Witham,  has  been  dis- 
appointing. The  reason  of  this  has  undoubted'y 
been  the  prevailing  high  winds.  The  only  "  takes  " 
of  importance  have  been  in  the  Bardney  district, 
and  very  few  bags  have  exceeded  101b.  or  121b. 
Trolling,  too,  has  not  been  quite  the  success  it  was 
a  short  time  ago.  The  artificial  bait  has  accounted 
for  several  pike  in  the  Dogdyke  district,  but  speci- 
men fish  have  been  conspicuous  bv  their  absence. 
Plying  solely  for  pike  in  the  Tattershall  district, 
a  veteran  has  killed  four  and  a  half  brace 
during  the  pa^t  few  days,  but  none  of  them  have 
scaled  more  than  8|lb.  The  lower  reaches  of  the 
Forty-foot  have  been  fairly  well  patronised,  and 
pike  fishermen  there  have  accounted  for  some 
exceptionally  nice  fish.  The  ColQrado  bait  and  the 
Wagtail  spinner  have  both  been  used  with  marked 
success,  and  amongst  recent  captures  may  be  men- 
tioned a  brace  which  tipped  the  beam  at  181b., 
both  falling  to  one  rod.  Reports  from  the  Welland 
are  encouraging.  In  the  Market  Deeping  waters 
Mr.  Hayes  killed  a  pike  of  12Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Senescall 
four  weighing  together  231b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  our  district 
during  the  past  week,  in  fact  some  of  our  local 
anglers  have  done  well.  For  instance,  on  Hornsea 
Mere,  on  Tec.  8,  Mr.  Percy  Holmes,  vice-pre  ident 
of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association, 
caught  with  live-bait  three  xery  good  fish  m  eighing 
211b.,  191b.,  and  171b.  8oz.  respectively;  and  on  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Wilfred  Cutting,  of  Hull,  amongst 


other  fish  had  one  over  151b.  in  weight.  I  also  hear 
of  some  good  pike  being  taken  in  the  top  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull  and  Driffield  Canal.  The  Hull 
and  DiHriet  Amalg-amated  Anelers'  Association 
held  their  Dec-mber  Council  Meeting  on  Dec.  5  at 
the  Oueen  s  Hotel,  Mr.  C.  Gray  presiding,  and 
at  which  the  officers  were  elected  for  the 
forthcoming  season,    nan^ely.    presidential  chair. 

j         .  '   vice-presidents,  Messrs.  Brown 

and  Huntsman;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J  Ablett  • 
assistant  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Chicken.  TheBcverlev 
Beaver  -Angling  Association,  of  which  Mr.  A.  Stanley 
Wil^n  M.P.,  IS  president,  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  Host  Scott  s,  on  Beak  Side.  Mr.  Alderman  H. 
A\  ray  taking  the  chair,  and  after  the  usual  loyal  and 
other  toasts,  the  annual  prizes  were  presented,  Mr. 
Horace  Thompson  being  the  recipient  of  the  gold 
medal  for  most  points  during  the  past  season,  and 
Most  Scott  was  also  presented  with  a  gold  medal  for 
services  rendered  for  the  benefit  of  the  association 
during  the  past  season. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  continues  in  a  state  unfitted  for 
anglmg.  Bevond  the  fact  that  our  rivers.  Ribble, 
Lune.  and  Wyre,  are  still  in  existence  there  is  no  news 
about  them.  TheLongsight  Anglers' Association  have 
just  held  their  annual  meeting.  They  come  out  of 
their  spirited  programme  in  a  very  satisfactory  way, 
and  a  good  balance  in  hand.  The  new  execiitive'is 
an  efficient  one.  County  rods  in  North  Wales  have 
not  been  doing  so  well,  they  blame  the  weather. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge 
Angling  Society  gave  pleasure  all  round. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

City  rods  are  despondent  about  prospects  for  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Certainly  they  talk  about 
them  and  that  is  all ;  no  preparations  are 'heard  of. 
There  is  no  end  to  the  efforts  of  the  Moss  Side 
Socials  to  do  good.  At  their  ladies'  evening  on 
Dec.  10  they  made  a  collection  for  waifs  and 
strays,  and  netted  a  nice  sum.  Just  at  present  they 
are  full  of  business.  The  Christmas  Fishing  Gazette 
has  pleased  us,  especially  as  the  nauseous  con- 
troversy "  Split-C^ane  and  Greenheart  "  was  given  a 
rest,  a  loner  one  many  hope.  The  Unique  Club 
reports  further  progress. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  a  full  variety  of  weather  since  the 
despatch  of  my  last  report,  nnd  as  a  cqnsequence 
the  doings  of  anglers  on  the  Trent  have  been  on  a 
limited  scale.  Not  many,  in  fact,  have  braved  the 
wintry  bla^-ts.  On  Dec.  6  and  7  the  river  was  on  to 
the  extent  of  nearly  five  feet,  and  the  fish  that  were 
taken  were  secured  by  tight-floating  in  the  eddies 
and  lay -byes  adjoining  the  banks.  They  consisted 
chiefly  of  rnach  and  small,  or  white,  bream.  In  ihe 
ballast  hole  at  Wilford— it  abuts  upon  the  Trent  and 
is  fed  by  it — visitors  fared  more  than  well  amongst 
the  red-eyed  species.  Several  croelpd  over  201b.  each. 
Mr.  H.  Briggs  was  again  successful  with  his  scented 
paste,  which  has  crtainly  attracted  roach  when 
other  baits  have  failed.  During  the  rise  a  few  nice 
eels  were  got  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm. 
Monday,  in  the  nresent  week,  was  bitterly  cold  with 
a  howling  wind  raging  from  the  north,  and  on 
Tuesday  drizzling  rain  prevailed  for  some  hours. 
But  in  the  meantime  the  river  had  dropped  quite 
a  couple  of  feet,  and  the  water  was  still  receding 
and  improving  in  colour  when  our  report  left.  Sub- 
scribers here  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  were  charmed 
with  the  Chri.stmas  number,  which  they  voted  the 
best  ever  produced.  Both  articles  and  illustrations 
were  deeply  interesting  and  instructive,  and  we 
cordially  unite  in  hoping  that  the  Editor  and 
"Dragnet"  may  long  be  spared  to  issue  many 
similar  editions. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  this  week  has  been 
good  for  anglinff,  fairly  dry,  sharp  frost,  and 
fog,  and  the  grayling  should  be  well  on  the  feed  ; 
but  some  of  our  local  fishermen  that  have  visited 
the  Teme  and  Arrow  have  not  had  much  success, 
and  have  returned  with  light  creels.  The  Severn 
has  yielded  good  sport  to  the  roach  fishermen,  and 
some  fine  specimens  have  been  taken  with  paste 
and  worm  for  baits;  also  some  capital  bream  have 
been  taken  within  the  city  boundary ;  a  splendid 
specimen  of  5f  lb.  was  captured  by  Mr.  C.  Priest  with 
fine  tackle  and  worm.  Among  the  clubs,  smoking 
concerts  and  prize  distributions  are  the  order  of 
the  day,  the  most  important  of  which  was  that  of 
the  Fountain  Angling  Club,  held  in  the  Corn 
Exchange.  There  was  a  charge  for  admission,  and 
over  a  thousand  tickets  were  sold,  and  as  in  past 
years  the  proceeds  were  given  to  the'  funds  of  the 
infirmary.    There  were  between  six  and  seven 


hundred  of  the  members  and  friends  present,  Mr.  S. 
Smith  in  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  Stokes,  vice-chairman  ; 
those  present  including  Mr.  J.  Lucy,  president  of 
the  club,  and  Mr.  J.  Bowen,  secretary.  A  pleasing 
feature  of  the  proceedings  was  the  presentation  of  a 
large  photograph  of  the  members  to  Mr.  Ted  Price, 
host  of  the  Fountain  Inn,  headquarters  of  the  club.' 
The  secretary's  report  and  balance-^heet  showed  the 
club  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition  both  as 
regards  members  and  funds.  During  the  evening  the 
prizes  won  at  the  four  competitions  were  presented  ; 
in  the  first  event  Messrs.  J.  Lucy,  T.  Jones  and  J 
Smith,  Briggs,  Pitt,  Rigby,  Bird,  and  Bowen  were 
the  wmners  in  the  order  named ;  in  the  seeond  con- 
test the  winners  were  S.  Webb.  F.  Champkens,  C. 
Oliver,  Hobbs.  Greenhall,  Billington.  Whitehouse, 
H.  Jones,  Williams,  Payne,  and  Townshend ;  third 
contest,  A.  Cotton,  J.  Priest,  Mr.  S.  Webb  winning 
the  silver  challenge  cup  and  prize  for  greatest 
aggregate.  An  excellent  concert  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed,  and  the  event  was  a  complete  success. 
The  Upton-on-Severn  Angling  Club  annua]  dinner 
was  held  at  headquarters,  the  Bell  Hotel,  the 
president.  Dr.  Mountford,  in  the  chair.  There  was 
a  large  company  present.  The  usual  toasts  were 
proposed  and  duly  honoured. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  vagaries  of  the  weather  have  unsettled 
angling  conditions  generally,  and  blighted  the 
prospects  of  local  fishing  in  the  rivers  in  the 
York  district.  The  spell  of  frost  was  quickly 
ended,  and  the  hopes  of  skaters  were,  like 
those  of  rodmen,  disappointed.  With  the 
probability  of  rainy  and  snowy  weather,  and 
the  streams  running  high  and  discoloured,  this 
side  of  Christmas  little  encouragement  is  likely  to 
be  afforded  for  holiday-seekers  out  of  doors.  In  the 
fair  intervals  anslers  have  made  the  most  of  the 
improved  conditions,  and  there  are  some  records  of 
light  catches  of  roach,  pike,  perch,  chub,  or  dace, 
and  a  few  bream,  whilst  sea  angling  is  quiet.  On 
Saturday,  Dec.  8,  Mr.  E.  Foote  added  to  his 
River  Derwent  successes  a  large  and  fine  specimen  of 
roach,  the  fish  weighing  21b.  Taking  advantage  of 
the  cold  snap  a  large  party  visited  Stamford  Bridge 
to  try  their  hands  at  pike  fishing  in  the  Derwent. 
All  things  considered  they  did  very  well,  though 
spinning  with  artificial  bait  had  to  be  discarded,  or 
at  any  rate  yielded  no  appreciable  results.  Mr. 
George  Wood.  Chappelow.  caught  with  live  bait 
a  good  31b.  pike  and  a  grand  71b.  jack.  On  the 
previous  day  the  same  angler  landed  a  101b.  pike  at 
Mille  Crux,  on  the  Upper  Foss,  and  on  Monday,  at 
Stamford  Bridge,  he  secured  nine  pike  averaging 
about  31b.  each.  He  fished  with  very  fine  tackle, 
with  trace  of  gut. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Generally  speaking,  the  weather  has  been  rainy 
since  last  report,  and  on  a  couple  of  days  strong 
gales  were  in  evidence,  and  damage  was  done  among 
fishing  boats,  especially  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 
Spawning  on  the  whole  has  gone  satisfactorily, 
though  here  and  there  in  remote  localities  some 
poaching  has  been  reported.  Seaanghng  on  favour- 
able days  has  been  productive  of  good  sport  at 
whiting  and  pollack  at  many  places  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  calm 
and  frosty,  and  sea-anglers  should  get  good  sport. 

North  of  Ibeland. 

The  swollen  state  of  the  lakes  and  canals  open  to 
the  coarse  fisher  has  put  a  stop  to  any  sport  in  that 
direction.  Indeed,  few  but  the  most  enthusiastic 
were  out  recently,  the  weather  being  so  boisterous 
that  'sport  was  anything  save  pleasure.  The  high 
state  of  the  rivers  in  some  parts  of  the  coimtry  has 
tended  to  keep  down  netting,  but  other  forms  of 
poaching  are  rampant  —  gaffing  at  unprotected 
weirs  being  the  chief  mode  of  securing  salmon 
and  large  trout.  It  is  pleasurable  to  i-ead 
that  in  several  glaring  cases  the  delinquents 
were  made  amenable  to  the  law.  So  far  as  is 
practicable  the  rivers  of  the  large  Coleraine  dis- 
trict, which  include  the  mighty  Bann  and  its 
numerous  tributaries,  are  being  afforded  pro- 
tection, but  the  funds  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
are  not  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  financial  aid  of  the  Bann  and 
Foyle  Fishery  Company  the  rivers  would  be 
largely  at  the  mercy  of  the  poachers  during 
the  close  months.  At  pre-ent  there  are  fifty-four 
bailiffs  employed  in  the  district,  in  the  following  pro- 
portions :  Agivey  river,  six  ;  Claudy,  seven  ;  Moyola, 
five  ;  Ballinderry,  seven  ;  Blackwater.  four  ;  Maine, 
eight ;  Braid,  two  :  Clough,  two  ;  Sixmilewater,  two  : 
Lough  Neagh,  eight;  'Bann  (at  Toome).  four.  Of 
this  force,  which  has  to  look  after  hundreds  of  miles 
of  spawning  groimds,  fifteen  are  employed  by  the 
Board  and  the  remainder  by  the  Fishery  Company. 
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FREWIN'S 

i  SPECIAL  NAILS  i 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


^    For  Fishing  and  5 
Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
^        and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, " 
LONDON,  S.E. 


TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 
COMPANY, 

FOR  SJLXiB:. 


RAINBOWS  A  SREOIALITY. 

YEARLINGS,  2-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  14  inches,  and  a  limited 
number  of  3-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  3  lbs.  weig-ht. 

For  further  particulars  and  prices,  apply  to  C.  W.  WILSON, 
RiciMADEN  Fishery,  Ktrkby  Lonsdale. 


Eail  of  DeqDigl's  FisQeries  &  Water  Piam  Hiiisenes 


Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout. 

Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 

Important  Notice  to  Anglers. 


WHEAT. 


99 


Speciality  in 

BROWN  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT 

in  all  stages   of  growth. 

Artificial  Foods  and  Fishery  Appliances  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Water; 
inspected  and  reported  thereon.    For  all  particulars  apply, 

THE  MANAGER,  Pisheky  Office,  Holywell. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

NOVEMBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WSST   COASX    C^l^^y  ROUTE 

BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 


/Iddz-ess.— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St..  Blaekfpiaps,  London,  S.E. 


Won  cannot  possibly  b.a.vs 
a  better  Cocoa  than 

EPPSS 

An  admirable  Pood  of  the 
Finest  quality  and  flavour^ 

COCOA 

Til©  Most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Reconunended  to 
ANGLERS 


B7  THB 
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Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   9i  hrs. 
GLASGOW      „  8   „  ABERDEEN 
INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.      Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  apply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  tlie  Line, 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


With  New  Chapter, 


Now  Ready, 


Price  2s,  net. 


MINIATURE 
RIFLE   


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  IViaker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Cards  of  the  ! Wholesale  Makers, 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch.) 


5H00TINQ  . 

Author  of  "Modern  Rifle  Shooting,"  "The  Service  Rifles,"  &c. 
With  a  Note  on  Rifle  Practice  at  Home  by  R.  B.  Marston. 
FULLY^LLUSTRA  TED . 

SOME    PRESS  OPINIONS. 

''^^^  ''"l"'®,*"^:'.'^", '  Miniature  Rifle  Sliootiny  ■  (Sampson  Low,  2s.  net)  Mr.  L.  R.  Tippins  lias 
compiled  a;  handy  htt  e  brochure  for  tlie  guidance  of  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  particula^ 
pastime  which  the  title  implies.  One  could  only  wish,  witii  Mi-,  R.  B.  Marston,  who  his  written 
an  instuictive  preface  to  the  work,  that  rifle  shooting  could  be  termed  with  us  a  national  pastime 
1  here  will  be  few  who  will  not  realise  the  advantage  of  rUle  shooting-man v  will  go  furt^ier  and 
maintain  that  it  should  be  an  essential  part  of  tlie  undertaking  of  citizenship  to  be  at  least  con- 
versant with  the  use  ot  a  flreami.  We  would,  however,  recommend  every  one,  whether  tliev  arc 
interested  m  rifle  shooting  or  not,  to  glance  at  this  work,  for  it  is  well  calculated  to  cause  many 


purchase  and  manipulation  of  small  firearms. 

The  Spectator.-"  This  manual  vii\l  be  found  of  the  greatest  service  to  those  who  are 
interested  m  the  tormation  of  civilian  rifle  clubs,  and  should  be  in  the  possession  of  everyone 
coutMuplating  the  erection  oi  a  miniature  range.  It  is  a  perfect  mine  of  information  as  to  the 
respective  merits  of  difterent  kinds  of  rainiatm-e  rifles,  tubes,  and  adapters,  niiniatiue  ran-es  and 
miniatiu-e  tai-gets  of  every  kind  ;  and  contains  some  valuable  liints  as  to  the  art  of  shootin"  itself 
and  the  care  of  arms,  which  are  totally  absent  fi-om  any  of  tlie  otticial  military  publications"" 


LONDON:  Published  at  the  Office  of  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Can  be  instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  remo%'iiig  trace,  etc.) 


Wholesale  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 
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^offings       f^c  i^ap. 

There  is  a  flower,  a  little  floiver. 

With  silver  crest  and  golden  eye. 
That  ivelcomes  every  changing  hour. 

And  iveathers  every  sky. 
It  smiles  upon  the  lap  of  May, 

To  sultry  August  lends  its  charms, 
Lights  pale  November  on  its  way. 

And  twines  December's  arms. 

— ^MONTGOMEEY. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden  Lane,  Barbican,  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Dec.  1 7,  at  eight  p.m.  This  will  be  the  last  delegate 
meeting  for  the  year  1906,  and,  no  doubt,  will  be 
well  attended. 


The  Briny  Anglers,  who.5e  headquarters  are  the 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars,  will  have 
their  Christmas  outing  to  Southend  on  Sunday  next 
on  Southend  Pier.  Train  leaves  Fenchurch  Street 
at  9.20  am.  The  prize  distribution  at  headquarters 
on  Dec.  22  at  8.30  p.m. 


Anglo-Feench  Piscatorials. 
The  prizes  won  at  the  last  competition  were  taken 
with  such  small  quantities  "of  fish  that  they  will  be 
left  over  for  another  competition.  At  Bures, 
Messrs.  Clavery,  Alfred  Abrahams,  sen.,  and  Alfred 
Abrahams,  jun.,  had  fair  takes.  Mrs.  Abrahams 
and  Miss  Maud  Abrahams,  fisliing  at  Twickenham, 
captured  151b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Tlie  next  outing 
will  take  place  in  January  from  punt?  at  Twicken- 
ham.   Ladies  will  also  compete.    Date  later. 


"L'noMiME  pbopose,"  etc. 
I  WAS  sorry  that  the  '-Fates"  prevented  me  from 
being  present  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the 
"  Gresham,"  when  the  "  Trent  Otter  "  (Mr.  Martin) 
delivered  his  lecture  on  "The  Pike:  Facts  and 
Fables."  I  hear  from  Hon.  Sec.  Eldred  that  those 
who  missed  it  missed  a  treat.  Mr.  Martin  is  a 
practical  angler,  and  anything  he  writes  in  his 
numerous  books  which  he  has  published,  or  any- 
thing he  says  when  he  is  "  lecturing  "  to  you,  may 
be  taken  as  gospel. 


British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

The  "smoker"  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Dec.  5,  was  one  of  the  best  that  the 
"entertainment"  committee  have  ever  presented 
to  the  society.    But  on  Wednesday  last,  Dec.  12,  the 

' '  Ladies'  Concert  ' ' 
at  the  Caxton  Hall  (late  City  of  Westminster  Town 
Hall,  Victoria-street)  was  a  revelation.  In  spite  of 
wind  and  rain  and  slush,  cabs  and  broughams  and 
motor-cars  drove  up  at  an  early  hour,  and  the  large 
hall  was  quickly  filled  to  overflowing. 

»  *  *  * 

Admission  was  by  ticket  only,  and  the  number 
limited  to  the  capacity  of  the  hall — about  500.  Had 
a  thousand  tickets  been  issued  Exeter  Hall  must 
have  been  requisitioned.  I  could  only  spare  an 
hour  to  "  look  in,"  and  verily  the  tout  ensemble  was 
recherchi.    Eh,  what  ? 

•  •  •  • 

The  entertainment  committee,  in  purple  and  fine 
Unen,  were  en  evidence,  and  greatly  aided  by  their 
courtesy  in  showing  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  their 
seats,  and,  in  the  interval,  to  the  refreshment  rooms. 
Great  praise  is  due  to  them — Messrs.  M.  F.  Blake, 
G.  Read  Clarke,  C.  W.  Croft  Handley,  F.  d! 
Holcombe,  E.  M.  Mallett  (prince  of  entertainers), 
C.  O.  Minchin  (most  capable  of  chairmen),  W.  c! 
Nickels,  W.  K.  Summers  (prince  of  policemen  at 
the  Deal  Competitions),  and  O.  L.  Summers. 
»  *  •  » 

"The  Play's  the  thing !"  and  undoubtedly  a 
splendid  programme  of  music,  recitation,  and 
song  had  been  provided.  Mr.  John  Edgar  was  at 
the  piano.  The  English  Glee  Singers  (Messrs.  Pellatt, 
Lupson,  Hall,  and  Capes)  charmed  the  immense 
audience;  and  Miss  Emilie  Martin  and  Messrs. 
Briton,  Luget,  Wilson  Martell,  Gerald  Capes,  Charles 
Conyers,  CJiarles  Hall,  and  George  Robins  succeeded 
m  entertaining  a  critical  audience,  and  sending  them 
home  in  good  humour. 


His  Sunday  Dinner. 
Poet:  "  What's  the  price  of  turkeys  ?  "  Poul- 
terer :  "  Oh,  from  a  shiHing  a  pound."  Poet  : 
"  And  what's  the  price  of  geese  ?  "  Poulterer  : 
"  Eightpence  a  pound."  Poet :  "  Oh,  well,  give 
me  a  couple  of  bloaters." 


Chbismmas  by  the  Sad  Sea  Waves. 
Some  readers  may  be  spending  their  Clu-istnias 
holidays  at  their  own  homes,  in  which  case  the 
following  will  have  little  interest  for  them.  If, 
however,  they  are  visiting  friends  at  Deal,  Dover, 
Ramsgate,  or  Margate,  by  the  kindness  of  the 
South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway,  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  mil,  dming  the  Christmas  hoUdays,  be 
privileged  to  talie  tickets  (at  usual  reduced  week- 
end fares)  on  Dec.  21  or  Dec.  22,  which  will  be 
available  to  return  up  to  and  including  Wednesday, 
Dec.  26. 


Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association. 

Those  who  have  ".Christmas  at  home,"  niaj'  be 
glad  to  hear  that  there  will  be  a  sea-angling  com- 
petition at  Folkestone  on  Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26, 
from  boats  and  S.E.  and  C.R.  pier.  There  are  three 
prizes  for  boats  and  tlu-ee  for  pier.  Entries  close  at 
noon,  Dec.  22.  The  competition  is  open  to  the 
members  of  all  recognised  anghng  associations. 
*  *  •+  * 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  desirous  of  becoming 
members  of  the  Folkestone  Association  may  join 
now  for  1907,  and  enter  for  the  Boxing  Day  com- 
petitions. Annual  subscription,  ladies,  2s.  6d.  ; 
gentlemen,  5s.  All  inquiries  as  to  rules  governing 
the  competition,  to  be  addressed  to  Arthm-  Cox, 
hon.  sec,  F.S.A.A.,  Queen's  Hotel,  Folkestone. 


Mr.  R.  C.  Graham,  of  Westch££-on-Sea,  sends  the 
following : — "^On  Friday,  Dec.  7,  Messrs.  A.  T. 
Cook  and  A.  Gaskell,  of  the  Nore  Piscatorial  Society, 
fisliing  with  Slupper  Moore,  the  first-named  gentle- 
man hooked  and  landed  a  fine  flounder,  weight  31b. 
6oz.,  which  is  the  record  for  such  fisli  caught  witli 
rod  and  Une  in  the  Thames  estuary.  The  capture 
and  correct  weight  have  been  registered  and  authen- 
ticated. The  flounders  caught  this  season  have  been 
exceptionally  fine." 


Song  of  a  Sea  SebpeInI. 

I've  benevolent  views. 

And  I  never  refuse 
To  countenance  all  that  is  said  of  me. 

I'm  meek  ;  so  to  speak. 

Turn  the  opposite  cheek 
To  the  smiter.  iTou  need  have  no  dread  of  me 

When  you  see  me  in  sight 

Whilst  you're  bathing,  it's  quite 
Superfluous,  sir,  to  swim  back  in  a 

Hm-ry.    I'm  kind 

To  the  bather— I  find 
Each  a  devs,  or  dea,  ex  machina-, 

Thus,  if  you  but  knew,  man. 

That  ev'rytliing  human 
Appeals  to  my  genial  snakiness. 

It  would  banish  your  awe  ; 

Come,  don't  lower  that  jaw. 
And  please  conquer  this  physical  shakiness. 

Yes,  I'd  like  you  to  tell 

How,  when  off  the  Seychelles, 
We  grappled.   It  makes  a  good  story.  All 

Draw  their  breath  in 

At  the  property  fin 
Which  you  show  as  a  treasured  memorial. 

And,  through  me,  you're  able 

To  hold  the  whole  table. 
And  colonels  grow  less  dictatorial. 

—Globe. 


The  Oesterreichische  Fisoherei-Zeitung  is  respon- 
sible for  the  following  very  tall  fish  story  : — An 
angler  put  out  in  a  boat  on  the  Millstatter  Lake  to 
live-bait  for  sea-trout.  He  moored  his  boat,  cast 
out  his  Une,  and  waited  for  things  to  happen.  But 
they  didn't,  and  the  sun  being  hot,  he  speedily  slept 
the  sleep  of  the  just.  His  slumbers  were  abruptly 
dispelled  by  a  violent  rooking  of  the  boat,  sug- 
gestive of  a  sudden  storm,  and  all  the  more  remark- 
able since  the  sun  still  shone  in  a  sky  of  cloudless 
blue.  The  cause  of  the  commotion  proved  to  be 
a^monster  sea-trout  of  some  3?lb.  weight,  which 
was  tugging  at  the  line  Uko  a  sexton  at  a  bell-rope. 
After  an  exciting  struggle  the  angler  succeeded  in 
landing  his  fish.  It  tlien  appeared  that  he  must 
have  overslept  himself,  for  inside  the  37-pounder 
was  another  respectable  sea/-trout,  and  inside  that 
a  still  smaller  one,  and  inside  that  again  the  live- 
bait.  Heavens  only  knows  what  might  have  hap- 
pened if  that  angler  had  slept  an  hour  or  two  longer  ! 


Lady  (to  Pat,  who  has  just  tendered  her  his 
seat) :  "  You  have  my  sincere  thanks,  sir."  Pat : 
"  Not  at  all,  mum  ;  not  at  all.  It's  a  dooty  we 
owe  to  the  sect.  Some  folks  only  does  it  when  a 
lady  be  pretty  ;  but  I  says,  says  I,  '  the  sect,  Pat, 
not  the  individool.'  " 


City  of  London  Piscatoeials. 
The  City  of  London  is  known  as  "the  capital 
of  the  world."  Another  "  capital "  evening,  to 
which  members  may  bring, their  friends,  is  arranged 
by  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  for  Tuesday 
evening  next,  Dee.  18.  The  occasion  is  the_aimual 
supper,  which  will  take  place ^at ^headquarters. 
Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason'Sj^Avenue,  Coleman- 
street,  at  seven  of  the  clock  (sharp).  It  is  not  a 
ladies'  night,  but  I  will  guarantee  that  "  mere 
maH  "  will,  with  "  song  and  laughter,"  keep  old 
wrinkles  away.  Mr.  Gilbert  will  preside.  Need  I 
say  more  ?    Come  early  and  go  early  ! 


Christm;.4.s  in  the  Geeman  Colony. 
Customs  which  Germans  observe  at  Ciu'istmas 
are  many.  In  their  native  land  they  make  a  point 
of  going  to^church  at  Christmas,  Easter,  and  VV^hit- 
suntide,  if  they  keep  away  during  the^rest  of  the 
year,  says  a  writer  in  the  Clu-istmas  ^number  of 
Cassell's  Saturday  Journal,  and  they  follow  the 
same  course  in  London.  ,  While,  too,  we  have  all 
sorts  of  days — birthdays,  wedding-days,  and  the 
rest — for  giving  presents,  the  Germans  have  only 
one  of  importance,  and  that  is^Christmas.  As  for 
Christmas  fare,  the  staple  dish  for  dinner  is  goose, 
and,  of  course,  some  of  the  famous  cakes  from 
Leipzig,  Nuremberg,  or  other  towns  in  the  Father- 
land appear  on  every  table.  The  shops  devoted  to 
German  edibles  import  large  quantities  of  these 
delicacies. 


OuE  MoDEEN  Christmas. 
Some  prominent  men  have  expressed  their 
views,  in  the  Cliristmas  number  of  "^^CasseU's  Satur- 
day Journal,"  on  the  ^question  '"Is  Christmas  the 
Festival  it  was  ?  "  Amongst  others,  Mr.  Lionel 
Brough  says  :— "  With^me,  the  Christmas  is  as 
good  as  ever,  bar  the  empty^chairs.  I  would  not 
wish  it  altered  in  any  way.  From  fifteen  at  table 
the  Fates  have  only  left  me  nine.  Still  ^I  would 
not  alter  its  celebration  in  any^way."  , 

4i  ^  3f(  9(C  J 

Mr.  F.  E.  Weatherly,  the  fame  us  ^^song  writer, 
says  : — '^JL  do  not  think  that  Christmas  is  '  kept ' 
as  much  or  as  appropriately  as  formerly,  and  I 
think  that  people  do  not  derive  as  much  pleasure 
from  the  season  as  before,  because  of  the  restless- 
ness of  the  age,  which  interferes  with  family  imion 
and  reunion." 

*     •         *  *  *  'UJ 

Mr.  Will  Crooks,  M.P.,  remarks : — "  I  suppose 
there  will  always  be  fools  who  will  use  a  great  festival 
as  an  excuse  for  a  debauch,  but  the  young  and 
the  poor  look  to  Christmas  to  bring  them  a  happy 
time,  and  the  sorrow  is  greater  when  this  fails 
than  any  other  disappointment  during  the  year 
could  possibly  bring." 


Marked  Fish  in  Coquet. 

Repbesentatives  from  the  Coquet  Conservancy 
Board  met  at  the  Warkworth  Dam,  in  the  River 
Coquet,  recently,  with  the  object  of  marking  fish 
for  experimental  purposes.  Sergeant  Barton,  water- 
bailifE,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Thompson,  of  Warkworth, 
succeeded  in  catching  twenty  fish,  and  to  the  dorsal 
fin  of  each  one  was  affixed  a  small  silver  label  bearing 
a  number.  Any  person  catcliing  one  of  these  fish  is 
requested  to  send  the  label  and  the  fish  as  well  (for 
which  they  will  be  given  the  market  value)  to  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  London,  or  the  water-bailiff 
to  the  Coquet  Conservancy  Board. 

The  fish  are  marked  as  follows  ; — 

BuU  trout— W3247,  W3243,  W3244,  W323I, 
W3220,  W3240,  W3223,  W3238,  W3235,  .W3227, 
W3249,  W3229,  W3259,  W3251,  W3267,  ^¥3279, 
W3203,  W3299.  Grilse— W3228.    Salmon— W324I. 


A  Steanoe  Catch. 
A  WEITEE  in  La  Pdche  Moderns,  who  signs  him- 
self "  L.  B.,"  records  the  following  curious  incident, 
wliich  occurred  while  he  was  fishing  with  a  friend 
named  Grenouillat  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chateau- 
rousse.  They  had  left  their  rods  unattended,  and, 
on  returning  after  an  absence  of  a  few  minutes, 
were  surprised  to  find  a  snipe  struggling  at  tlie 
end  of  one  of  the  lines,  which  had  been  baited  with 
a  red  worm  hanging  4dt.  below  the  fioat.  Either 
the  snipe  must  have  dived  to  this  depth  in  search 
of  the  worm,  or — -what  seems  more  probable — a  small 
fish  may  have  taken  the  bait,  and,  swimming  near 
the  sm'faoe  in  its  efforts  to  escape,  was  snapped  up 
in  tm'n  by  the  bird.  The  snipe  was  hooked  so  far 
down  the  tlu-oat  that  it  had  to  be  destroyed. 


"  1  don't  wish  to  m;»ke  you  feel  imcomfortable," 
said  the  mistress  to  the  now  cook  ;  "  but  did  you 
not  eat  a  can  of  lobsters  last  night  V  "  "  I  did  so," 
said  the  domestic,  "  and  I  am  veryjuncomfortable." 

Dragnet. 
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RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

This  the  Premier  Railway  of  England  announces 
cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Thursday,  Dec.  20, 
to  Londonderry  and  Drogheda,  via  Liverpool  and 
steamer  direct  ;  on  Friday,  Dec.  22,  and  Monday, 
Dee.  24,  at  4.1.5  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry, 
and  the  North  of  Ireland,  via  Fleetwood  or  Liver- 
pool ;  at  0.30  p.m.,  on  Friday,  Dec.  20,  and  at 
7.30  p.m.  on  Monday,  Dec.  24,  to  Greenore.  via 
Holyhead,  and  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the 
North  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Greenore  ;  also 
to  Dublin,  via  Holyhead,  and  stations  in  the  North, 
South,  and  West  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and 
Dublin,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the 
North  of  Ireland,  via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer  ;  on 
Fridays,  Dec.  21  and  28,  for  six,  eight,  and  seventeen 
days  ;  also  on  Monday,  Dec.  24,  for  three,  five,  or 
sixteen  days,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dundee,  Forfar,  Aberdeen, 
and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and  Highland  stations  ; 
at  9.35  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth,  and  StirUng,  Ayr, 
Dumfries,  and  stations  on  the  Portpatrick  and 
Wigtownshire  line  ;  and  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
Excursions  will  also  run  to  Preston,  Blackpool, 
Morecambe,  Penrith,  Keswick,  Workington,  and 
Furness  Company's  stations  ;  to  Liverpool  and 
district  ;  to  Manchester  and  district  ;  also 
Huddersfield,  Leeds,  Burnley,  Colne,  and  Nelson  ; 
also  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central  Wales,  Shrews- 
bury, North  Staffordshire  stations,  Buxton,  North 
Wales  Coast,  Chester,  Ruthin,  etc.,  and  to  South 
Wales  on  Saturday.  Dec.  22,  and  Monday,  Dec.  24, 
at  12.40  p.m.  and  7.20  p.m.,  to  Birmingham, 
Coventry,  Dudley,  Leamington,  and  Wolverhamp- 
ton ;  on  Wednesday.  Dec.  26,  a  day  trip  to  Birming- 
ham, Coventry,  Dudley,  Leamington,  Northampton, 
Rugby,  and  Wolverhampton.  For  further  parti- 
culars as  to  fares  and  arrangements  for  retm-n,  see 
special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at  Euston, 
Broad -street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day  from  Monday,  Dec.  17,  to  Monday,  Dec.  24 
(inclusive),  so  that  passengers  wishing  to  obtain 
tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior 
to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  The  ordinary  and 
tourist  tickets  will  be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  passengers.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
"  inquiry  office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
day.  All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert 
Tm-nbull,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston 
Station,  London.  N.W.  The  refreshment  rooms  at 
Rugby,  Stafford,  Crewe,  and  Preston  are'  open 
tlu-oughout  the  night. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Week-end  tickets,  available  by  any  train  (mail 
and  boat  expresses  excepted),  will  be  issued  front 
London  on  Dec.  21,  22,  and  23,  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whit- 
stable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea).  These 
tickets  will  be  available  for  the  return  journej', 
Dec.  23  to  26  inclusive.  On  Monday,  Dec.  24,  a  fast 
late  train  will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne, 
Sheerness,  Faversham,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Rams- 
gate, Canterbury,  Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Victoria  at  12.30  midnight  and  Holborn  12.30  mid- 
night, calling  at  St.  Paul's  12.32  a.m..  Elephant  and 
Castle,  12.37  a.m.  ;  Brixton,  12.38  a.m.  ;  Lough- 
borough Junction,  12.43  a.m.  ;  and  Herne  Hill, 
12.45  a.m.  A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Monday,  Dec.  24,  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  12.20  midnight ; 
Waterloo,  12.22  a.m.  ;  Cannon-street,  12.28;  London 
Bridge,  12.34  ;  and  New  Cross,  at  12.42  a.m.  Cheap 
tickets  at  the  week-end  fares  will  be  issued  by  these 
trains  for  stations  to  which  week-end  bookings  are 
in  force.  On  Christmas  Day  several  extra  trains 
will  run,  but  the  ordinary  services  will  be  as  on 
Svmdays.  On  Boxing  Day,  cheap  pantomime  excur- 
sions will  be  run  from  the  principal  stations  to 
London,  returning  about  midnight.  Frequent  special 
and  ordinary  trains  will  be  run  from  Victoria, 
Holborn,  Ludgate  HiU,  and  St.  Paul's  to  the  Crystal 
Palace*(High  Level  Station),  and  vice  versd.  Dm-ing 
the  holidays  several  trains  will  be  withdrawn  or 
altered.  Cheap  return  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
London  to  Marseilles,  Hyeres,  Camies,  Grasse,  Nice, 
Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  and  other  stations  on  the 
French  Riviera,  by  a  special  service,  via  Folkestone 


and  Calais,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on 
Dec.  22.  Cheap  excursions  will  also  run  from 
London  to  Paris,  via  Dover-Calais  and  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21,  22.  23,  and  24  ;  also  from 
London  to  Brussels,  via  Dover-Calais,  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec.  21  to  26, 
inclusive.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne  will  bo  open 
during  the  Christmas  Holidays,  and  from  London 
cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Boulogne  from 
Dec.  21'to  26.  Cheap  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  and  Ostend.  For  golfing  at  Le  Touquet  (in 
the  North  of  France)  special  arrangements  have  been 
made.  Full  particulars  as  to  times  of  trains,  altera- 
tions in  train  services,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the 
Holiday  Programme  and  special  train  service 
supplement. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

This  up-to-date  company,  which  sustains  its 
claim  to  "  tlie  best  route  for  comfortable  travel 
and  picturesquescenery,"  has  issued  for  the  guidance 
of  holiday-seekers  an  attractive  programme  of 
excursions  in  connection  with  the  Christmas 
Holidays.  The  programme  consists  of  some  thirty 
pages  bound  in  a  strong  paper  cover,  and  contains  a 
wealth  of  information  prepared  in  a  very  simple 
form  showing  at  a  glance  where  a  passenger  can 
travel  to,  the  period  for  which  his  ticket  is  available, 
the  time  the  train  leaves,  and  fares,  routes,  etc.  The 
bookings  are  from  St.  Pancras  and  suburban 
stations,  including  Woolwich"  and  Greenwich, 
to  upwards  of  500  places  in  the  Midland  Counties, 
Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  ;  and  the  tickets  are  available  for 
varying  periods  up  to  seventeen  days.  To  prevent 
inconvenience  and  crowding,  the  booking-offices  at 
St.  Pancras  and  Moorgate-street  Stations  will  be 
open  for  the  issue  of  tickets  all  day  on  Friday  and 
Satiu-day,  Dec.  21  and  22.  On  Christmas  Day  and 
every  Sunday  until  further  notice,  cheap  day  exciu*- 
sion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Southend-on-Sea  from 
St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town,  Walthamstow,  Leyton- 
stone,  and  stations  on  the  Tottenham  and  Forest 
Gate  Joint  Line.  (These  tickets  are  available  at 
Benfleet,  Leigh,  and  WesteliS-on-Sea. )  Cheap 
excursion  tickets  are  issued  every  Saturday  from 
St.  Pancras  and  other  stations  to  Flitwick,  AmpthiU, 
Bedford,  Turvey,  Olney,  Piddington,  Welling- 
borough, Rushden,  Higham  Ferrers,  Kettering, 
Harpenden,  and  Luton  for  half,  two,  or  three  days  ; 
and  to  St.  Albans,  Redbourn,  and  Hemel  Hempsted 
for  half-dav.  Week-end  tickets  issued  on  Fridays, 
Dee.  21  and  28,  and  Saturdays,  Dec.  22  and  29, 
from  St.  Pancras  and  other  Midland  stations  to  the 
principal  holiday  and  health  resorts  in  England  and 
Scotland,  wiU  be  available  for  returning  on  the 
following  Wednesday,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
period. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

"  Home  for  Christmas  "  and  how  to  get  there.  ^ — 
Those  whose  homes  are  in  the  counties  of  Hants, 
Dorset,  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall,  etc.,  are 
fortimate  in  having  such  an  up-to-date  organisation 
as  the  London  and  South-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany to  cater  for  their  need.  For  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  passengers  holding  ordinary,  tom'ist, 
or  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the  principal  express 
trains  from  London  (Waterloo  Station)  will  rim  in 
duplicate.  Much  time  usually  occupied  in  partaking 
of  meals  beforehand  will  be  saved,  as  passengers 
can  travel,  any  class,  by  certain  trains,  and  lunch  or 
dine  en  route  between  Waterloo  and  the  West  of 
England,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Ilfracombe,  etc.,  and  to 
the  South  Coast- — We5'mouth,  Swanage,  and  Bourne- 
mouth ;  the  latter  place,  as  the  finest  EngUsh  winter 
resort,  offers  splendid  attractions  to  the  \-isitor  at 
all  times,  but  especially  for  the  Christmas  week-end. 
An  additional  factor  to  the  comfort  of  passengers  is 
this  company's  splendid  system  of  heating  the  car- 
riages in  the  principal  long-distance  trains,  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  severe  weather.  Business 
men  and  others  who  may  be  detained  in  town  until 
the  last  moment  will  appreciate  the  late  trains 
arranged  to  run  from  Waterloo  to  North  Cornwall, 
North  Devon,  Exeter,  and  Plymouth  lines,  also 
to  the  South  Coast,  Bournemouth,  Weymouth,  etc. 
An  early  morning  train  will  also  be  run  to  these 
parts  (except  North  C^nwall)  on  Christmas  Day. 
Additional  train  and  boat  facilities  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight  via  Portsmouth  and  Southampton.  Period 
excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from  Waterloo,  etc., 
to  Plymouth,  Exeter.  Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple,  Bude, 
Launceston,  Watlebridge,  Bodmin,  Sidmouth, 
Exmouth,  Lyme  Regis,  Yeo^'il,  Bath,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Blandford,  Weymouth,  Dorchester,  Portland, 
Swanage,  Bournemouth,  etc.  Paris  at  Christmas. — • 
Fovirteen  days''  excursion  tickets  issued  from 
Waterloo  via  Southampton  and  Havre ;  also  to 
Ha\Te.  Fifteen-day  tickets  to  Guernsey  and  Jersey. 
Full  particulars  of  the  holiday  arrangements  are 
given  in  the  programme  issued  by  the  company, 


which  can  b©  obtained  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E., 
or  at  any  of  their  London  stations  and  offices. 
Tickets,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the 
company's  West  End,  City,  and  other  London 
offices,  which  will  remain  open  later  than  usual 
the  week  previous  to  Christmas. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

In  a  worthy  spirit  of  enterprise  the  Great  Central 
Railway  Company  have  made  extensive  arrange- 
ments for  the  running  of  express  trains,  with  buffet 
car  accommodation,  at  excursion  fares,  from  Mary- 
lebone,  on  Satiu'day,  Dec.  22,  and  Monday,  Dec.  24, 
to  more  than  200  of  the  principal  towns  and  holiday 
resorts  in  the  Midlands,  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  and 
the  general  districts  of  the  North.  These  facilities 
on  the  Saturday  and  on  the  Monday  are  offered  in 
order  that  the  convenience  of  different  sections  of 
the  travelling  public  may  be  suited.  By  appl5ring 
at  Marylebone  Station,  or  any  of  the  company's 
town  offices  or  agencies,  or  sending  a  post-card  to 
Publicity  Department,  216,  Marylebone-road,  N.W., 
intending  passengers  will  be  supplied  with  an  A  B  O 
Excursion  Programme,  from  which  they  can  easily 
ascertain  just  how,  and  at  what  cost,  a  long  or  short 
journey  may  be  taken  over  this  comfortable  and 
expeditious  system. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that,  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday,  Tuesday,  or  Wednesday 
tickets  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley,  Cromer,  Sheringham,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  etc.),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London 
and  suburban  stations,  there  wiU  be  special  excur- 
sion bookings  on  Saturday,  Dec.  22,  and  Monday, 
Dec.  24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;  also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenliam, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss, 
Woodbridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other 
places  in  the  Eastern  counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathe- 
dral route  to  Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe, 
Chesterfield,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Man- 
chester, York,  Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wake- 
field, Durham,  Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the 
northern  eoimties  ;  also  on  Dec.  21,  24,  and  28, 
cheap  bookings  to  Darlington,  Newcastle.  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  and  other  stations  in  Scotland. 
The  availability  of  the  return  halves  of  the  ordinary 
Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  issued  from  London  to 
country  stations  on  Dec.  22  and  29  will  be  extended 
to  allow  of  the  return  halves  of  the  tickets  to  be 
used  on  the  Tuesday  or  Wednesdaj'  foOowing  date 
of  issue.  Tickets  (ordinary  excursions,  etc.)  can 
be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station, 
and  at  the  company's  City,  West  End,  and  other 
booking  offices.  Reheving  trains  will  precede  some 
of  the  principal  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lj-nn,  etc., 
on  Dec.  21,  22,  24,  and  27.  On  Saturday,'  Deo.  22, 
special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m. 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.,  at  8.45  a.m. 
for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at 
7.10  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Diss,  Norwich,  etc.  The  12.3,  night  (supper 
train),  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton  will  run  aa 
usual.  On  Monday,  Dec.  24,  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  8.45  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely, 
Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.,  and  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  detained  at  business  imtU  late  in  the 
evening  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
at  12.3  (supper  car  express)  for  Chelmsford,  Col- 
chester, and  Clacton  ;  at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich  ;  at  12.25  for  Cambridge, 
Norwich,  Fakenliam,  and  Wells  ;  and  at  12.40  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  Nor- 
wich, all  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.  Certain  of  the  trains  in  the  suburban 
district  will  be  cancelled  or  modified  on  this  date. 
On  Christmas  Day,  Dec.  25,  with  certain  exceptions, 
the  trains  will  be  run  the  same  as  on  Sundavs. 
A  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.8  a.ni. 
for  Ipswich,  caUing  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations,  and  special  trains  will  also  be  nm  on 
many  of  the  branch  lines  in  connection  with  trains 
to  and  from  London.  On  Boxing  Day  the  train 
services  will  be  considerably  altered,  some  of  the 
trains  being  cancelled  or  modified.  On  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  Dec.  26  and  27,  additional  and 
relie\'ing  trains  will  be  run  from  the  eountrj-  stations 
to  London.  Senders  of  Christmas  hampers  and 
parcels  are  requested  to  fasten  the  address  to  each 
package  securely,  and,  as  an  additional  precaution 
against  loss  and  delay,  are  recommended  to  put  a 
duplicate  address  of  the  consignee  inside  each 
package,  also  the  name  and  address  of  sender. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  15,  1906 


WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BEGGLES,  SUFFOLK. 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 

Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts, 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

M.  J.  McQUIRE,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE, 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS 


WANTED, 

About  three  to  four  miles  reliable 

SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT 
FISHING 

in  Ireland  for  June  and  July,  or  July 
and  August,  with  or  without  Furnished 
House.  Full  particulars  last  two  seasons' 
catch. — Address,  "J.  A.,"  Union  Club, 
Buxton. 


SPROUT'S  DUBBIN 


_  Will    WATERPROOF.    SOFTEN,  and 
innl^  PRESERVE     WALKING.  FItiHTN(; 

SHOOTING,   ami   GOLFING  BOOTS. 
O^aVEmI^  rendering  them  ini^ierviuus  to  the  wet, 
—        ^  preventing  cold  and  damp  feet 

Diploma  awarded,  Fi«lierieB* 
Exhibition.  1883. 

  Gold  Medal  Awards— 

□  pie  pt^r    Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
petit  '_>  stamps.        Fisheries'  Exhibition.  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers.  Stores.  &c..  3d.,6d.,  1/-,  ly6  per  box 
PROUT,  25.  Beak  Street,  London,  W. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND 
CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAYS 


CANNES,  NICE,  MONTE  CARLO.  &c.- 

CHEAP  RETURN  TICKET.S,  by  Special  Service 
t!(i  FOLKSTONE  and  CALAIS,  1st  Class,  £9  12s.  '; 
2nd  Cliss,  £6  12s.,  will  he  issued,  leaving 
CHARING  CROSS  at  2.50  p.m.  on  DECEMBER 
2ind,  retuiniDg  any  day  up  to  JANUARV  30th. 

PARIS  and  Back,  t/a  CALAIS  or  BOULOGNE, 
30s.  0(/.  :  BRUSSELS  and  Back,  18s.  id  ■ 
BOULOGNE  and  Back,  17s.  lOd.  BOULOGNE 
Casino  will  be  open. 

WEEK-END  TICKETS  to  TUNBRIDGE 
WELLS.  BEXHILL,  ST.  LEONA  RDS,  HASTINGS 
CANTERBURY,  WHITSTAKLE,  HERNE  BAY," 
BIRCBINGTON,  WESTGATK,  MARGATE 
BROADSTAIRS,  RAMSGATE,  S\NDWIOH 
DEAL,  WALMER,  DOVER,  FOLKESTONE 
SHORMCLIFFE,  HYTHE,  SANDGATE,  and 
NEW  ROMNEY  (LITTLESTONE  ON-SEA),  will 
he  issued  from  LONDON  by  any  Train  (Mail  and 
Boat  Expresses  excepted)  on  DECEMBER  21st, 
22nd,  and  23rd,  available  for  Return  Journey, 
23rd  t )  26tli  DECEMBER,  inclusive. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  24th.— A  FAST 
LA  IE  TRAIN  to  CHISLEHURST,  SEVEN- 
OAKS,  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS,  ST.  LEONARDS, 
HASTINGS,  ASHFORD,  CANTERBURY, 
RAMSGATE,  MARGATE.  FOLKESTONE,  and 
DOVER,  leaving  CHARING  CROSS  at  12  20 
midt.,  WATERLOO  12.22  a.m.,  CANNON 
STREET  12.2Sa.m.,  LONDON  BRIDGE  12.34a. m 
and  NEW  CROSS  at  12.42  a.m.  A  FAST  LATE 
TRAIN  to  CHATHAM,  SICTINGBOURNE, 
SHEERNESS,  FAVER3HAM,  WHITSTABLE 
HERNE  BAY,  BIRCHINGTON,  WESTGATE 
MARGATE  BROADSTAIRS,  RAMSGATE, 
CANTERBURY,  WALMER,  DEAL  and  DOVER, 
leaving  VIC rORIA  12.30  midt.,  HOLBORN  12.30 
midc,  ST.  PAULS  12.32  a.m  ,  ELEPHANT  AND 
CASTLE  12  37  a.m.,  LOUGHBORO'  .T UNCTION 
12.43  a.m  ,  BRIXTON  12.38  a.m..  and  HERNE 
HILL  12.45  a.m.  CHEAP  RETURN  TICKETS 
will  be  issued  by  these  Trains  at  the  Week-end 
Fares  for  Stations  to  which  Week-end  Bojkings 
are  in  force. 

CHRISTMAS  DAY.— Several  Extra  Trains 
will  run,  but  the  Ordinary  Services  will  lie  as 
on  Sui'days. 

BOXING  DAY.— CHEAP  PANTOMIME  EX- 
CURSIONS FRO.VI  PRINCIPAL  STATIONS  TO 
LONDON,  returning  about  midnight.  Frequent 
Special  and  Ordinary  Trains  from  VICTORIA 
HOLBORN,  LUDGATE  HILL,  and  ST.  PAUL'S 
to  the  CRYSTAL  PALACE  (HIGH  LEVEL 
STATION)  and  oice  versa. 

During  the  Holidays  several  Trains  will  be 
withdrawn  or  altered. 

For  further  particulars  as  to  Times  of  Trains, 
Alterations  in  Train  Services,  <fec..  see  Special 
Train  Service  Supplement  and  Holiday  Pro- 
gramme. 

VINCBNT  W.  HU.L,  GenMal  Manager. 


QXJEEN'S  HALL 


QVKKN'S   HALL  ORCHESTRA'S 

SYMPHONY  CONCERTS 

Conductor— Mr.  HENRY  J.  WOOD. 


December  IStli,  at  3. 
Overture,  "  Hansel  und  Gretel ". .  Humperdinck 
Symphony  No.  6,  in  B  minor 

(Path(itique)   Tchaikovsky 

Pianoforte  Concerto  No.  2,  in  G..  Tchaikovsky 
Siegfried's  Journey  ("  Gotterdara- 

merung")  Wagner 

Solo  Pianoforte— Miss  JOHANNE  STOCEMARR. 

SATVRDAT  AFTERNOONS  at  3. 

190G.   Dee.  IS. 
1907.  Jan.  19,  Feb.  3,  16,  March  2. 


Subscriptions  for  Eight  Concerts,  £2  10s.  and 
£1  15s.  ;  for  Four  Concerts  after  Christmas 
£1  5s.  and  17s.  6d.  ;  Single  Tickets,  7s.  6fZ., 
5s.,  2s.  6rf.,  Is.,  of  usual  Agents;  Chappell 
and  Co.'s  Box  Office,  Queen's  Hall;  and  the 
Queen's  Hall  Orchestra  (Ltd.),  320,  Regent 
Street,  W.        ROBERT  NEWMAN,  Manager 


THEATRES. 


TTAYMARKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison 
—THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Cilark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  VVeedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

QT.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  Mall. 
^  —Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  Irene Vanbrugh  (l)y  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 


A  POLLO  THEATRE,  Shaftesbury 
^  Avenue.— Henry  Lowknpeld,  Sole  Pro 
prietor.  ToM  B.  Davis,  Sole  Lessee  and  Managei-, 
Mr.  Robert  Courtneidge's  Production,  THE 
DAIRYMAIDS.  Miss  Gracie  Leigh,  Miss  Carrie 
Moore,  Miss  .-ignes  Eraser,  Miss  Phyllis  Brough- 
ton.  Miss  Mabel  Green,  Mr.  Dan  Rolyat,  Mr. 
Ambrose  Manning,  and  Mr.  Walter  Passmore 
Every  Evening  at  8.  Box  Office  open  10  to  10 
Telephone  3243  Gerrard. 


T)ALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
^  —Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  George  Edwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  BradHeld,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Eniney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleatber,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabeth  Firth. 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening 
and  Evie  Greene. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY 

ACCELERATED  SERVICE 

TO  AND  FROM 

Belfast  &  North  of  Ireland 

(VIA  HEVSHAM). 

THE   NEW    FAST  ROUTE. 


CORRIDOR  EXPRESS  SERVICE. 


•  p.m. 

LONDON  (St.  Pancraa)  dep.  6  0 

HEYSHAM  i  arr.       ^fa   n  30 

(.   dep.      Bag    11  45 

a.m. 

BELFAST  arr.  (about)  6  0 

 A— Dining  Cars  St.  Pancras  to  Heysham. 

In  direct  connection  at  Belfast  with  Breakfast 
or  Dining  Car  Expresses  to  and  from  London- 
derry, Portrush,  Antrim,  &c. 

C 


BELFAST  dep. 

HEYSHAM  { 
LONDON 

(3t.  Pancras)  arr 


1    B  S, 
1 «  p.m.  .a-s 

S.Sf  a.m.  ^.z^ 
■s°   4  25%.^t 

5&  5  0  gS's 

^1     » § 

tg  10  40  g 

B— Breakfast  Cars  Beysham  to  St.  P.vncras. 
O— Breakfast  and  Luncheon  Cars  Heysham  to 
St.  Pancras. 


S  >>  p.m.  2} 
11  30  g 
>,§  a.m.  a 
7   0  H 

s^S  7  25  e 

^  =  p.m.  § 
10^ 


DIRECT  CONNECTIONS   BY   THIS  ROUTE 
FROM  AND  TO 
PRINCIPAL  PROVINCIAL  TOWNS. 


The  trains  arrive  and  depart  alongside  the 
steamers  at  Heysham. 
 Luggage  transferred  free. 


Ist  Class 
and  Saloon. 

Singie.  I  Return. 


45/.  I  75/. 


3rd  Class 
and  Saloon. 
Single.  I  Return. 


28/6  I  45/9 


3rd  Class 
and  Steerage. 
Single.  I  Return. 
ai/.   I  35/6" 


SAILINGS  also  between  BAREOW  &  BELFAST. 
Tourist  tickets  available  for  break  of  journey  in 
Lake  District  and  Fumesa  Abbey. 


Apply  to  any  Midland  OfBce  for  WORTH  OF 
IRELAND  MAP  FOLDER. 

W.  QUY  aRANET,  Gfneral  Manager. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY 

R<*rAL   ALliKRT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT.  K.G. 
Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O 
Thirtv-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  1st  JANUARY,  1907 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MESSIAH 

HANDELi 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE. 
Madame  CLARA  BUTT. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 

Oi'ganist :  Mr  Balfour,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 
Pi-iees :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6.s>.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 6s.  ,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade), 
1*-.     Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents 


TO   BE   LET  OR  SOLD. 

Under  20  miles  from  Town,  with  prac- 
tically exclusive  fishing  rights  over  a  small 
Tributary  of  the  Thames,  with  a  quarter 
mile  of  frontage  thereto.  A  Charming 
Old  Place  in  an  excellent  state  of  repair, 
having  eight  Bed  and  Dressing  Kooms, 
Bathroom,  and  four  Reception  Rooms; 
Stabling,  Glasshouse,  Boathouse,  Or- 
chard, and  Paddocks;  in  all  four  acres. 
Ten  minutes  from  station.  Price,freehold, 
£3,500,or  would  be  Lot.  A  decided  bargain. 
Strongly  recommended  by  the  Agents, 
DuDLF.Y  W.  Habris  &  Co'.,  Auctiou  eers, 
Staines,  &c.  A  distinct  feature  of  the 
property  are  some  ruins,  in  the  grounds, 
of  an  old  monastery  dated  606. 


Eden  Fishery  Board. 

The  HATCHERY  COMMITTEE 
are  now  BOOKING  ORDERS 
for  TROUT  YEARLINGS 
1  FARIO.— Apply  to 

J.  B.  SLATER, 

COURT  SQUARE,  CARLISLE. 


One  Mite  To  Lei  on 
the  Dee 

(ABERDEENSHIRE), 

With  or  without  House.     Apply  to 
WM.   GARDEN,   Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
122i,  Union  Street,  Aberdeen, 


L.  iJLW.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
Biver  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 
'fa  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer toGREENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Bostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagli,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 
Via  FLEETWOOD,   thence  by  Steamer 

direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 
Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LAB.NB 
for  Belfast. 

See  Tourist   Programmes    issued  by  the 
&  N.  W.  Ry. 

FKEDBB.ICK  HAEEISOIT, 
Eutton  Station,  Oeowfti  Muiager. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  ioz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 

or  ■  2  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  powers 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appU- 
 cation. 

JOHN  WHITE^  SONS, 

Flshinsr  Tackle  Manufaeturers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Aro  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

jFJ^OT,  WHY  NOT? 

Yon  oan  now  obtain  a  Policy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  dlaeaaea  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination,  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

P.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Plaee.  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW. 


This  Insurance  is  not  eonllned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Aeeldents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


Thb  casualty  Insuranob  Compant,  Ltd., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions  : — 

1.  Tliat  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  his  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  Insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

6.  That  no  person  can  claim  in  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Insurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

HE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  CO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTIOE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANOB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


XHB 

Indian  Sporrtng  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOUIiATBS  THROUQHOUT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 

Burmah,  AND  Assam. 
The  Only  Dlnstrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Sast, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  <fco. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  lis.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  6d. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  of  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  OfOce :  U,  Wtatefriors  St.,  IlMt  Si  B.0 
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^ofcs  from  t^e  ^oxt^. 

A  SEAL  was  spotted  the  other  day  on  the  Deveron 
by  a  party  of  shooters  from  Mountblairy  House 
some  six  miles  from  the  sea.  It  was  fired  upon, 
but,  apparently,  was  unhurt  with  the  light  shot, 
and,  after  showing  its  tusks,  dived  in  the  water  and 
disappeared. 


A  snowstorm  is  being  experienced  all  over  the 
North,  and  a  deal  of  snow  has  fallen  among  the 
hills.  It  is  welcomed  as  a  seasonable  change,  and 
will  do  twice  as  much  good  now  than  after  Christmas. 


There  is  a  fine  show  of  finnock  in  the  tidal  waters 
of  the  Dee,  but  whether  they  are  fresh-rim  belated 
fish  going  up  or  returning  "  kelt  finnocks  "  from 
above  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  as  just  now  it  is 
illegal  without  a  special  permit  to  either  angle  for 
them  or  net  them. 

I  am  hoping  to  pick  up  some  notes  about  them 
during  the  week  from  watchers  and  others  who  may 
also  have  observed  them.  Meantime  such  a  phe- 
nomenal run  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  out  of 
the  usual.  

With  the  advent  of  harder  weather  the  rivers  are 
down  again  to  their  normal  level,  and  spawning 
proceeding  apace.  In  another  week  or  so  the  thick 
of  it  wiU  be  over,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  long 
spell  of  floods  kelts  would  have  been  more  in 
evidence  than  they  are. 

Miss  Pickering,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  and  party 
landed  no  less  than  forty  fish  during  the  six  or  eight 
days'  fishing,  which  was  all  the  season  on  the  Dee 
yielded  on  their  mid-reach. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Coats  left  Glenland  for  the 
season  last  week.  Special  Scotch. 


NORWICH  ANGLING  CLUB. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 


On  Ded.  5,  the  occasion  of  the  popular  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  society,  a  very  large  assembly 
of  members  and  their  friends  arrived  at  the  Bell 
Hotel,  Norwich,  to  partake  of  an  excellent  repast 
in  honour  of  the  new  president,  Mr.  C.  Smedley 
Beck,  under  whose  genial  chairmanship  a  very 
happy  evening  was  spent. 

After  the  royal  toasts  had  been  received  with 
great  enthusiasm,  Mr.  O.  Gage  proposed  that  of  the 
Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society,  in  an 
eloquent  resume  of  its  work  and  efforts  to  prevent 
poaching  and  other  illegal  practices,  which  should 
appeal  to  all  anglers  to  support  it  with  their  sub- 
scriptions. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  honorary  secretary  of  the  society, 
responded  in  a  good  practical  speech,  referring  to 
the  probability  of  a  new  Bill  being  brought  before 
Parliament  in  which  he  hoped  provisions  would  be 
made  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  diflerent 
districts  and  a  close  time  for  the  Norfolk  waters. 
The  society  was  now  in  a  better  financial  position, 
and  as  the  Jubilee  year  was  approaching,  he  trusted 
the  support  of  the  angling  fraternity  would  increase. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Caley,  president  of  the  Yare  and  Bure 
Society,  then  proposed  the  toast  of  the  Norwich 
Angling  Club  in  an  excellent  and  facetious  speech, 
in  which  he  spoke  of  the  benefits  that  the  members 
•  derived  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  beauties  of 
Nature  on  their  fishing  excursions,  and  the  rest 
and  relief  from  brain  fag  resulting  to  business  men 
who  followed  the  gentle  art.  The  new  and  popular 
secretary  of  the  club,  Mr.  C.  J.  Brown,  responded 
in  an  eloquent  speech,  giving  a  condensed  history  of 
the  club  from  1850,  when  it  was  started  by  Mr.  C.  J. 
Greene  with  thirty  members,  and  still  continued 
with  this  limit,  Mr.  Chas.  Daniels  being  the  oldest 
on  the  present  list. 

Mr.  R.  Winsor  Bishop  gave  the  toast  of  the 
"Cup  Wiimers"  amid  roars  of  laughter  from  his 
funny  definitions  of  luck  and  cleverness  in  angling. 
Messrs.  Chas.  Daniels,  G.  Pick,  and  C.  Claybyn 
suitably  responded. 

Mr.  J.  Downe  gave  the  health  of  the  president, 
who  thanked  the  company  for  his  enthusiastic 
reception,  but  as  time  pressed,  proceeded  to  the 
toast  of  the  visitors,  Mr.  Carlos  Lumsden,  ex-sheriff, 
Messrs.  Thain,  Farrow,  and  Chas.  Payne,  who 
delighted  the  company  with  their  kind  remarks. 
The  health  of  the  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  Capon, 
concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening,  which  was 
enhanced  by  an  excellent  musical  entertairmient  by 
Miss  Elsia  Lansum,  Mr.  Harry  Haylett,  and  others. 

Our  versatile  artist  and  genial  member,  Mr. 
Hewitt,  according  to  his  usual  custom,  gave'  us  a 
splendid  menw  card,  which  was  greatly  appreciated 
and  prized  by  everyone  present.  X. 


MESSRS.  S.  ALLCOCK  AND  CO., 
OF  REDDITCH. 


COMING  OF  AGE  CELEBRATION. 


Presentation  to  Lieutenant  P.  H.  Leach. 

At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  S.  AUcock,  J. P.,  a  large 
number  of  friends,  relatives,  and  employ's  at 
Standard  Works  took  part  in  a  social  gathering  at 
the  Public  Hall,  on  Dec.  1,  to  celebrate  tho  coming 
of  age  of  Lieutenant  P.  H.  Leach.  This  was  the 
second  coming  of  age  celebration  this  year  in  Mr. 
Allcock's  family,  one  of  his  other  grandsons,  Mr. 
Shrimpton,  attaining  his  majority  a  few  months 
ago.  Among  those  present  at  the  gathering  were 
Mr.  S.  Allcock,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leach,  Lieutenant 
P.  H.  Leach,  Mr.  B.  Leach,  Miss  L.  Leach,  Miss  A. 
Leach,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whiteley,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Williams,  Miss  Williams,  Mrs.  Shrimpton,  Miss 
Shrimpton,  Mr.  S.  A.  Shrimpton,  Mr.  J.  A.  Simon, 
Mrs.  Z.  Shrimpton,  Mr.  A.  C.  Beacham,  and  Miss 
Playfair. 

The  proceedings  opened  with  an  entertainment 
given  by  Mr.  Willis  Crisford,  who  delighted  the 
audience  with  his  songs  and  drolleries.  After  this 
came  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the 
evening — a  presentation  to  Mr.  P.  H.  Leach,  on 
behalf  of  the  warehouse  and  office  staff  at  Standard 
Works,  which,  in  itself,  was  a  slight  mark  of  the 
esteem  in  which  that  gentleman  is  held. 

The  presentation  was  made  by  Mr.  W.  Houghton 
(head  of  the  fish  hook  department).  Before  doing 
so,  he  said  they  were  very  pleased  to  accept  the  kind 
invitation  of  Mr.  Allcock  to  take  part  in  the  cele- 
bration of  Mr.  Leach's  coming  of  age.  They  were 
very  glad  to  see  Mr.  Allcock  present  in  good  health, 
which  they  hoped  would  continue  for  many  years 
to  come.  (Applause. )  Mr.  Leach,  in  whose  honour 
that  celebration  was  being  held,  was  the  worthy 
son  of  a  noble  sire,  whose  business  capabilities  they 
were  all  acquainted  with,  and  who  was  ever  ready 
and  willing  to  give  his  support  for  the  religious, 
moral,  and  social  interests  of  the  town.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Percy  Hastings  Leach  was  loyal  to  liis  King 
and  country.  (Applause.)  The  fact  that  he  held  a 
commission  in  the  Artillery  Volunteers  was  an  assur- 
ance that  he  would  be  their  defender  against 
invading  foes.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Houghton  handed 
to  Mr.  Leach,  on  behalf  of  the  staff,  a  handsome 
mahogany  case  fitted  with  silver-mounted  brushes, 
and  also  a  silver  cigarette-case.  On  the  brushes 
and  cigarette-case  were  inscribed  Mr.  Leach's 
initials,  and  the  case  containing  the  brushes  bore 
the  following  inscription : — "  Presented  to  Mr. 
Percy  Hastings  Leach  by  the  staff  of  Standard 
Works  on  his  coming  of  age.    December  1st,  1906." 

On  rising  to  respond,  Mr.  P.  H.  Leach  was  warmly 
received.  He  said  he  hardly  knew  how  to  express 
his  gratitude  for  the  kind  words  that  had  been  said, 
and  for  the  handsome  presents.  He  was  exceedingly 
pleased  to  meet  them  on  that  occasion,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  have  an  enjoyable  time.  In 
thanking  them  for  the  handsome  presentation  they 
had  made  him,  he  would  like  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  how  much  he  appreciated  the 
kindness  that  had  been  shown  him  since  he  entered 
the  business  at, Standard  Works.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  S.  Allcock,  who  had  a  hearty  reception, 
offered  the  guests  a  cordial  welcome.  He  would 
have  liked  the  whole  of  the  workpeople  to  have  been 
present,  but  it  was  impossible.  As  the  time  went 
on,  if  he  was  spared  a  year  or  two,  he  would  give 
the  absent  ones  a  treat,  and  leave  those  present  in 
the  background.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Allcock  went 
on  to  say  he  was  thankful  he  had  been  spared,  and 
that  his  health  continued  good.  (Applause.)  His 
mental  faculties  were  as  good  as  ever.  He  admitted 
that  he  began  to  feel  tired  occasionally,  and  could 
not  do  all  he  would  like  to  do,  but  he  was  thankful 
his  health  was  good.  He  hoped  they  would  all  enjoy 
themselves  and  go  home  sober.  (Laughter  and 
applause.)  Mr.  G.  E.  Leach  spoke  a  few  words  of 
appreciation  of  the  kind  remarks  that  had  been 
made  of  his  son  and  himself.  With  family  events 
of  this  kind  there  was  a  danger  of  a  man  feeling  old, 
but  he  should  battle  against  that  feeling.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 


Lady  Morgan  describes  a  picture  in' the  Borghese 
Palace  at  Rome  representing  St.  Anthony  preaching 
to  the  fishes.  The  salmon  look  at  the  preacher  with 
an  edified  face,  and  a  cod,  with  his  upturned  eyes, 
seems  anxiously  seeking  for  the  new  light.  The 
saint's  sermon  is  to  be  had  in  many  of  the  shops  at 
Rome.  St.  Anthony  addresses  the  fish,  "  Dearly 
beloved  fish."  and  the  legend  adds  that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  discourse,  "  the  fish  bowed  to  him  with 
profound  humility,  and  a  grave  and  religious 
countenance."  The  saint  then  gave  the  fish  his 
blessing,  who  scudded  away  to  taake  new  con- 
versions— the  missionaries  of  the  main. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  H.  M.ASOLi. — You  have  no  right  whatever  to 
fish  from  the  part  of  the  Avon  you  name,  either 
from  the  banks  or  from  a  boat. 

Sam  Nelson  (Liverpool). — We  will  bear  in  mind 
your  suggestion. 

L.  Ari^t. — Your  query  was  inserted  in  tho  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  29,  but  there  has  been  no  rosponHO. 
As  you  are  a  resident  at  Southend,  you  ought  to  be 
able  to  obtain  tho  information  locally. 

Novice. — A  natural  spinning  bait  is  generally 
considered  more  killing  than  an  artificial  one,  but 
if  pike  are  feeding  well  they  will  take  one  as  soon 
as  the  other. 

Novice. — Got  "  The  Science  of  Dry-FIy  Fisliing," 
3s.  6d.  Bradbury,  Agnow  &  Co.,  Bouvorio-strcot, 
Fleet-street. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor- 

[We  do  not  Jiold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ROD  WOODS  FOR  AMATEURS.  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  8  two 
letters  in  reference  to  cane,  etc.,  for  amateur  rod 
makers.  I  keep  all  the  various  canes  and  woods 
for  rod  making,  also  every  requisite  for  fitting  and 
rods  complete,  and  we  sometimes  make  to  customers'* 
own  designs,  ferrules,  etc.  We  are  among  the 
largest  imoorters  of  special  canes  for  the  making  of 
rods,  and  keep  all  kinds  in  stock. 

1  note  the  letter  of  "West  Country  Angler" 
states  that  our  establishment  only  keeps  mottled 
East  India  cane.  I  beg  to  state  that  we  keep  and 
sell  all  kinds  of  canes. 

Your  other  correspondent,  "  Knotty,"  complains 
that  when  he  cuts  the  sections  to  form  the  split- 
cane  rod,  the  so-called  knots  where  leaf  or  joint  has 
been  show  weakeist  and  break  there.  Well,  in 
making  these  sections  we  are  particular  to  pick  for 
cutting  that  portion  of  the  cane  which  escapes  these 
knots,  and  to  do  this  is  why  you  require  at  least 
l^in.  to  2in.  diameter  of  cane. — Yours  truly, 

15,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool.  Henry  Whitty. 

P.S. — I  have  just  been  to  view  two  immense 
tarpon — each  6ft.  Sin.  by40in.  circumference.  Also 
one  jew  fish  5ft.  7in.  by  45in.  circumference.  The 
fish  may  be  1501b.  Of  course,  this  is  surmise  on 
iny  part. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  FISH  IN  THE  RIVER  LEA. 

Dear  Sir,- — When  reporting  the  proceeding  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  Delegate  meeting,  held  Sept. 
17  last,  and  appearing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  22,  I  referred  to  the  destruction  of  fish  life 
in  the  River  Lea  at  Ware.  Correspondence  with  the 
Metropolitan  ,Water  Board  has  since  ensued,  with 
the  result  that  I  should  be  glad  if  you  will  allow 
me  to  make  the  following  statement  :■ — 

"  With  reference  to  the  statement  which  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Sept  22  last,  in  connection 
with  the  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  in  tho  River 
Lea  in  the  early  part  of  September,  and  which,  it 
will  be  remembered,  -was  then  attributed  to  the 
cleaning  out  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  of 
the  Manifold  Ditch,  we  have  now  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Water  Board,  who  state  that 
the  matter  has  been  carefully  investigated  by  them, 
with  the  result  that  it  has  been  clearly  proved  that 
the  destruction  of  fish  life  on  the  occasion  in  question 
was  entirely  caused  by  the  passage  into  the  river  of 
the  water  which  was  pumped  on  to  the  burning 
maltings  of  Messrs.  H.  Page  and  Co.  at  Ware  on 
Sept.  9  last." 

—Yours  truly,  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Secretary. 

38,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill. 


"COMMON-SENSE   IN  COARSE-FISHING." 

Dear  Sir. — It  is  extremely  gratifying  to  find 
Mr.  A.  W.  Alton  in  such  entire  agreement  with  me 
on  the  few  points  he  traverses.  Shorn  of  its  padding, 
his  dissertation  simply  goes  to  support  my  expressed 
and  inferred  opinions  with  regard  to  the  need,  when 
fishing  very  clear  water,  of  :■ — (1)  Keeping  well  out 
of  sight  ;  (2)  using  the  finest  of  fine  tackle,  lino  and 
cast  as  well  ;  (3)  fishing  with  a  natural- looking  bait  ; 
(4)  the  advantage  of  a  long  rod  (\Wth  "  springy  " 
top),  with  running  line,  over  roach  pole  or  short 
rod — this,  perhaps,  unconsciously  on  his  part — for 
Mr.  A.'s  6  j'ards  of  silk  line  and  horsehair  cast 
approximates  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  length 
of  line  utilised  in  ordinary  casting,  with  or  without 
a  single  small  shot,  with  the  long  rod  and  running 
line  :  (5)  using  a  Uttle  thought  (at  all  times). 

With  respect  to  "  catches,"  I  have  the  same 
ideas  as  Mr.  A.,  onlj'  more  so.  I  use  ox  and  6x  gut 
in  preference  to  hair  (it  is  finer  and  stronger),  and 
would  rather  catch  a  single  21b.  roach  on  such  than 
a  ton  of  his  half-poxinders  ("'  tiddlers  ")  on  hair. 

From  March  16  to  Oct.  1 1  do  not  bother  the  scale 
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fish,  being  quite  satisfied  with  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  trout-fishing  with  minnow,  upstream 
worm  and  fly,  but  in  my  last  dozen  outings  after 
the  humbler  species,  roach  of  21b.  OJoz.,  21b.  IJoz., 
21b.  loz.,  21b.,  1  lb.  14ioz.,  1  lb.  13^oz.,  1  lb.  13|oz., 
1  lb.  I2.J0Z.,  etc.,  have  fallen  victims  to  the  natural- 
looking  bait  ;  chub  of  41b.,  41b.,  41b.  6oz.,  and  gray- 
ling of  1  lb.  6ioz.  and  1  lb.  2oz.  accompanying  them 
out  of  sympathy.  A  very  short  time  ago,  in  con- 
secutive outings  of  a  few  hours  each  time,  I  brought 
away  thirty-six  fish  weighing  considerably  over 
301b.,  and  twenty  -  seven  fish  scaling  rather 
more,  the  average  in  each  case  being  made  a  mess 
of  by  some  small  dace  of  8oz.  and  9oz.  A  number 
of  "  tiddlers "  (half-pound  roach  and  less)  were 
returned  to  grow  into  aldermen  on  each  occasion. 
As  a  rule,  I  seldom  retain  roach  under  12oz.  or  1  lb., 
and  return  dace  which  weigh  less  than  about  8oz., 
preferring  to  return  home  fishless  and  be  "  codded  " 
for  having  "  copped  nowt."  My  catches  are  made 
on  the  open  waters  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  which 
are  hard  fished  by  anglers  from  Leeds,  York, 
Castleford,  Bradford,  etc. — several  thousands  in 
number- — to  most  of  whom  a  21b.  roach  or  a  41b. 
chub  would  be  the  fish  of  a  lifetime. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  "  Rutilus  "  for  his  sug- 
gestions re  baiting  with  single  and  double  maggot. 
In  reply  I  might  state  that  I  began  fishing  when  six 
years  old,  and  have  kept  it  up  ever  since — twenty- 
eight  years — and  seem  to  get  keener  on  the  sport 
every  year.  His  single  maggot  method  I  have  tried, 
but  do  not  like  it,  in  practice,  so  well  as  those  shown 
in  my  illustrations  the  other  week.  I  have  found 
those  as  per  the  latter  kill  well  on  the  hard-fished 
waters  roimd  here,  and  on  the  Lincolnshire  rivers, 
too,  and  am  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fish 
take  less  notice  of  the  point  of  the  hook  than  we 
sometimes  think,  provided  the  bait  is  natural,  and, 
in  the  case  of  the  gentle,  lively.  The  hook  I  use  is 
short  in  shank  and  from  point  to  barb,  but  very 
keen  all  the  same — a  No.  14  Crystal  scale. 

As  the  maggot  falls  through  the  water  it  changes 
its  position  in  short  convulsive  movements  from 

and  baits  impaled  in  the  way  I  advise  do  exactly 
the  same,  and  continue  their  gymnastic  contortions 
for  a  very  long  time,  tmless  the  water  be  very  cold 
indeed. 

The  method  of  using  a  couple  of  maggots  advo- 
cated by  "  Rutilus  "  I  have  not  tried,  but  will  do 
so  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  let  him  know  the 
result.  Hitherto  I  have  favoured 


of  which  I  like  No.  3  the  best,  because  the  baits  can 
kick  about  well.  No.  1  has  the  appearance  of  one 
long  maggot  with  frisky  ends,  but  the  bait  does  not 
last  long,  soon  becoming  dead,  or  nearly  so. 

If  "  Rutilus  "  will  do  me  the  favour  of  trying  the 
methods  I  suggest,  we  might  subsequently  compare 
notes,  for  it  is  through  the  interchange  of  opinions 
and  ideas,  both  practical  and  theoretical,  in  this 
manner  that  useful  results,  beneficial  to  everybody 
concerned,  may  be  arrived  at.  Meanwhile,  I  will  try 
his  two  maggot  arrangement. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  water  described  by  a 
correspondent  a  few  weeks  ago  requires  rather 
special  treatment,  but  without  seeing  the  place  or 
a  photo  of  it  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  diagnose 
the  case.  In  years  gone  by  I  used  to  fish  a  stretch 
of  what  was,  perhaps,  a  similar  water  to  that  under 
notice.  I  would  watch  carefully  how  far  the  fish 
travelled  upstream  in  their  peregrinations — they 
seemed  to  work  on  a  set  "  round  "■ — and  then,  when 
they  had  headed  down  stream,  I  would  wade  quietly 
in,  some  6  yards  or  8  yards  above  their  limit,  care- 
fully take  cover  close  to  the  overhanging  branches, 
and  "  swim "  down  in  their  direction,  grayling 
fashion.  A  bit  of  cylindrical  cork,  ^in.  by  Jin.,  carried 
a  tiny  shot  on  the  finest  of  tackle.  From  my  coign 
of  vantage  I  continually  fed  with  a  little  flaky  bran 
and  bread  or  a  few  grubs,  and  this  seemed  to  have 
the  eflect  of  collecting  the  fish  after  one  had  been 
caught  and  they  had  scattered  temporarily.  By 
working  my  feet,  too,  I  could  generally  manage  to 
get  a  little  colour  into  the  water  below  me,  and  this 
caused  them  to  "  nose  round." 

Another  method  by  which  I  could  sometimes  get 
two  or  three  was  to  keep  well  down  on  the  bank, 
and  watch  the  shoal  swim  leisurely  down  stream. 
Then,  with  my  long  rod,  I  would  creep  up  .close  to 
the  edge  of  the  grass,  drop  the  bait  in  the  desired 
spot,  let  it  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  hitch  the  line 
over  a  leaf  on  one  of  the  branches  "  across."  Then, 


by  letting  line  out,  the  rod  could  be  pulled  back  till 
it  just  peeped  over  the  bank,  when  a  little  feed  was 
bobbed  in.  By  carefully  raising  my  head  I  could 
see  when  the  fish  were  approaching,  and  when  the 
bait  was  taken,  the  "  strike  "  hit  the  fish  and  re- 
leased the  line  from  the  friendly  leaf  at  the  same 
time.  I  obtained  a  few  by  "  squatting  "  close  to  the 
ground,  some  3  yards  or  4  yards  from  the  water, 
and  "  swimming  "  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  had  to 
be  extremely  careful,  for  the  flash  of  even  the  rod 
top  was  sufficient  to  disperse  them.  I  have  spent 
hours  at  this  game  for,  perhaps,  a  brace  or  two  of 
fish,  when  I  could  have  gone  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  away  and  killed  a  basketful  in  the  deeper 
water,  but  there  is  a  certain  fascination  in  this 
class  of  anghng  which  more  than  compensates  for 
any  shortage  in  mere  avoirdupois. 

Apologising  for  troubUng  you  at  such  length,  but 
you  see  how  things  have  accumulated. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  R.  Bazley. 


THE  BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  GOLD 
MEDALLIST   AND   DEAL   AND  WALMER 
GOLD  MEDALLISTS. 

1.  A.  C.  Smith,  B.S.A.S.,  winner  of  B.S.A.S. 
Gold  Medal  and  Deal  Challenge  Cup  for  1906,  with 
heaviest  catch,  total  641b.,  including  five  cod, 
heaviest,  161b.  4oz. 

2.  A.  W.  AvEBY,  B.S.A.S.,  who  in  conjunction 
with  Messrs.  Smith  and  Turpin  weighed  in  a  total 
of  1221b.  14ioz.  at  the  B.S.A.S.  boat  competition 
on  Nov.  24. 

3.  W.  TuBPiN,  B.S.A.S.,  winner  of  two  Deal  and 


maggots  on  same  not  having  been  touched.  Taking 
this  as  a  sign  that  there  were  no  fish  about,  he 
packed  up  and  found  his  pal  Tennant,  who  had 
landed  a  roach  of  about  4oz.  Putting  both  catches 
together,  they  decided  they  had  had  enough  for 
one  day,  and  returned  home  after  seven  and  a  half 
hours'  good  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Sam  Nelson, 
Norwood  Temperance  Angling  Association, 
Liverpool. 


BARNSTAPLE  ECHOES. 

Dear  Sib, — Taw  and  Torridge  Conservators 
would  have  earned  the  just  disapproval  of  the  public 
had  they  recently  refused  to  grant  the  request  of 
net  fishermen  for  a  bye-law  enabling  them  to  use  a 
3in.  mesh  net,  instead  of  the  present  minimum  of  4in. 

Experiments  by  the  Conservators  and  their 
officials  demonstrated  that  salmon  would  not  be 
affected  by  the  alteration,  whilst  the  fishermen 
would  be  enabled  to  earn  a  better  livelihood  through 
larger  hauls  of  coarser  fish.  The  net-men  have  had 
a  very  serious  time  lately,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
having  been  so  graciously  permitted  to  use  an  effi- 
cient net,  they  will  be  able  to'procure  a  little  more 
than  starvation  returns  for  their  labour. — Yours 
truly.  Rusty  Game. 


SHEFFIELD  V.  LEA  STYLE. 

Deab  Sir, — I  certainly  agree  with  your  corre- 
spondent _^  W.    P.    Woolley's    remarks    in  your 


1. 

Smith, 


Walmer  Challenge  Cups  and  Gold  Medals,  on  Nov. 
12,  with  45^1b.  ;  on  Dec.  9,  three  best  cod,  25i-lb. 

A  strange  fact  is  that  Mr.  Avery,  fishing  on  each 
occasion,  was  beaten  by  his  companions,  though 
the  gear  and  bait  were  identical ;  the  boatman  on 
each  occasion  was  Bill  Budd.  The  whole  of  the 
gear  used  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Avery,  and  Turpin 
was  supplied  by — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
371,  St.  John-street;    108-110,  Rosebery- 
avenue  ;   11,  South  Molton-street. 

BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISH. 
Deab  Sib,- — InTconfirmation  of  ''my  observations 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  18,  1905, 
respecting  the  maggots  and  flies  bred  in  seaweed, 
I  have  it  on  very  good  authority  that  maggots  are 
first-class  baits  for  all  sorts  of  sea-fishing,  and  should 
advise  sea-anglers  to  try  them. — Yours  truly, 

Foesteb  Hardy. 


A  GOOD  DAY'S  SPORT  AT  TREVOR. 
Deab  Sib,' — Two  of  our  champions.  Miller  and 
Tennant,  visited  Trevor,  Llangollen,  on  Dec.  3,  and 
started  fishing  about  9  a.m.  ;  before  ten  o'clock. 
Miller  lost  his  cast,  shortly  after  he  lost  cast  and 
float ;  he  rigged  up,  and  after  fishing  some  time  he 
had  a  bite,  struck,  and  landed  a  fine  healthy  mussel, 
another  followed  soon  after.  His  next  bite  he 
landed  his  lost  cast  and  float,  threw  in  again  and 
brought  up  the  cast  lost  before  ten  o'clock,  the 


Christmas  Number.  In  London  there  can  be  found 
more  than  one  good  man  who  will  be  difficult  to 
beat  in  a  home  and  home  roving  match,  or  in  a 
match  changing  swims  every  hour.  This  plan  has 
been  found  necessary,  as  in  more  than  one  water 
I  could  mention,  if  one  does  not  get  the  swims 
one  is  quite  out  of  it.  Many  of  the  best  men  lack 
the  means,  but  surely  the  necessary  could  be  found 
for  so  interesting  a  competition.  There  has  been 
no  match  for  the  championship  since  "  Woodward 
V.  Bailey,"  to  my  recollection. — Yours  truly, 

F.  M. 


A  NEW  ANGLING  CLUB. 

Deab  Sir, — We  are  about  to  form  an  angling 
club  in  Worthing,  and  would  esteem  it  a  great 
favour  if  any  secretary  of  an  angling  society  would 
kindly  send  us  on  a  copy  of  their  rules  for  our 
guidance.  They  shall  be  returned,  and  cost  of 
postage  defrayed.    And  oblige — Yours  truly, 

16,  Ann-street,  Worthing.       E.  B.  Blaker. 


PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  COLCHESTER. 

Deab  Sib,' — I  expect  to  spend  some  days  at 
Colchester  at  Christmas,  and  am  anxious  to  get 
some  jack  fishing.  Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  help  me  with  information  as  to  the  waters, 
private  or  otherwise,  in  this  part  of  Essex  ?  and 
oblige, — Yours  truly,  W.  N.  Goldsmith. 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls  of  Messrs.  W  H.  Smith 
and  Son  and  Messrs.  Wyman  and  Sons,  and  of  the  principal 
Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and  the 
Provinces. 

In  Scotland  the  FiSHiNO  Gazette  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs 
Menzies  and  Mr.  R.  Graham's  principal  Bookstalls,  and 
of  the  chief  Newsagents.  Where  not  regularly  on  sale  the 
paper  can  always  be  had  to  order. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHINQ 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stampi 
to  THE  FiSHiNO  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  one  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10«.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    B«.  id. 

Three  months     ditto  ditto    28.  6d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage   12*.  6d, 

Scale  of  Charges  for  AdvertisementB.J 

One  Page    £7  7  0 

Half  Page    8  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1   5  J 

Small  advertisements  bs.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektiskmbnt  Ma«A0EB,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Advertisements  nmst  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clook  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  AdvertisemeTit  Manager." 

Telegraphic  Address—"  FISHmO 
GAZETTE,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  5242  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


"  Forest  and  Stream  "—Retirement  of  the  Editor. 

Everyone  who  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
able  to  read  Forest  and  Stream  for  the  last  twenty- 
tive  years  must  regret  that  on  Dec.  1  Mr.  Charles 
B.  Reynolds  retired,  after  toeing  connected  with 
the  paper  for  over  thirty  years.  The  fact  that 
Forest  and  Stream  has  always  taken  such  a  high 
position  in  the  world  of  sport  is  greatly  due  to  Mr. 
Reynolds  ;  his  aim  has  always  been  to  keep  sport 
"  sportsmanlike,"  to  write  without  fear  or  favour, 
and  to  keep  the  pot-hunter  among  his  pots.  It  is 
pleasant  to  bear  testimony  to  the  great  service  to 
sport  generally  rendered  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  to 
endorse  what  Forest  and  Stream  says  :  — 

"  After  a  connection  with  the  Forest  and  Stream 
which  has  endured  for  more  than  thirty  years,  Mr. 
Charles  B.  Reynolds  to-day  (Dec.  1)  leaves  its  service. 
His  first  work  on  the  paper  was  printed  in  1874,  while 
he  was  yet  a  student  in  Amherst  College,  and  almost 
immediately  after  graduation  he  came  to  New  York 
and  entered  its  office,  where  he  has  been  continuously 
ever  since.  On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Chas.  Hallock, 
in  the  year  1880,  INIr.  Reynolds  took  Mr.  Hallock's 
chair,  and  for  more  than  twenty-six  years  has  been 
the  responsible  managing  editor  of  this  paper. 

"  What  his  work  has  been  is  well  known.  Yet 
not  even  the  sportsmen  of  America  can  appreciate 
how  much  he  has  done  for  their  interests  ;  for  game 
and  fish  protection,  for  forest  conservation,  and  for 
higher  ideals  and  better  practices  in  the  field  of 
sportsmanship.  What  this  work  has  been  is  best 
known  to  those  who  have  been  most  closely  asso- 
ciated with  him  in  these  movements.  It  is  recorded 
in  the  files  of  Forest  and  Stream,  running  back  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

"  To  his  newspaper  work  Mr.  Reynolds  brought 
qualifications  seldom  tmited  in  one  man  ;  rare 
literary  taste  and  judgment,  keen  intelUgence,  wise 
foresight,  devotion  to  the  right,  and  unflinching 
courage.  His  was  the  genius  to  conceive  and  the 
daring  to  voice  that  Forest  and  Stream  Platform 
Plank,  '  Forbid  the  Sale  of  Game,'  which  at  first 


was  fiercely  opposed,  then  achieved  a  wide  popu- 
larity, and  at  last  was  embodied  in  the  laws  of  most 
of  the  States. 

"  Perhaps  no  single  achievement  ever  created 
such  widespread  interest  among  sportsmen  as  Mr. 
Reynolds'  investigation  of  the  Ditmar  powder  and 
exposure  of  its  dangerous  character.  This  com- 
pound was  the  first  of  the  smokeless  powders  used 
here,  and  its  action  was  most  uncertain.  Mr. 
Reynolds'  studies  of  the  explosive  resulted  in  the 
stopping  of  its  sale,  and  brought  about  improve- 
ments in  smokeless  powders  which  at  last  gave  us 
the  excellent  ones  which  we  have  to-day. 

"  For  a  generation  Mr.  Reynolds  has  devoted  his 
best  efforts  to  the  interests  dear  to  the  outdoor 
men  and  women  of  this  continent.  To  him  more 
than  to  any  other  are  due  the  present  wholesome 
condition  of  game  protection  matters  in  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  the  existing  feehng  that 
the  natural  things  of  this  country  should  be  pre- 
served. By  the  steady,  persistent  work  of  all  these 
years,  he  first  created  and  later  directed  pubUc 
sentiment  in  behalf  of  these  things,  and  thus  per- 
formed public  services  such  as  few  men  have  the 
opportunity  or  the  abihty  to  render  to  their  country. 

"  That  other  interests  should  now  claim  the  time 
which  has  so  long  and  so  faithfully  been  given  to 
the  service  of  Forest  and  Stream  seems  to  his  long- 
time associates  on  the  paper  a  misfortune  greater  to 
themselves  than  to  anyone  else.  Those  who  have 
been  in  its  serArics  as  long  as  he,  and  others  who 
have  entered  it  much  more  recently,  will  keenly  miss 
the  friendly  encouragement  and  wise  direction  which 
so  long  has  been  a  part  of  their  editorial  life." 

An  American  Angler  on  Dry  Flies,  etc. 

Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  writing  to  me  on  Nov.  18, 

says : — 

"  DE.iR  Me.  IVIaeston, — I  wonder  if  the  dove- 
wing  feathers  would  be  good  colour  in  imitating 
your  blue-winged  OUves.  I  enclose  a  fly  that  I 
fancy  may  be  akin  to  that  fly  (with  dove  wing).  In 
regard  to  artificial  flies  cocking  well,  I  find  that  the 
length  of  the  hackle  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 
If  I  can  find  good  hackles  which  are  short  enough 
in  fibre  there  is  no  difficulty  in  making  the  fly  sit 
up  on  the  water.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the 
flies  dressed  have  hackles  far  too  long  to  look  right 
or  cock  readily. 

"  Some  of  the  most  beautiful  dry-flies  I  have  ever 
seen  from  England  have  been  big  flies  on  small 
hooks,  and  surely  when  three  or  more  long  hackles 
are  put  upon  a  small  hook  the  angler  must  miss 
more  rises  than  he  should  ?  Don't  you  miss  a  lot  of 
trout  when  fishing  those  large  May  Flies  on  small 
hooks  ? 

"  EngUsh  anglers  seem  to  like  blued  hooks.  I 
remember  that  Mr.  Halford  expresses  a  preference 
for  them,  and,  recently,  I  found  a  lot  of  beautifully- 
tied  dry-flies,  by  one  of  the  best  dressers,  which 
were  all  on  blued  hooks,  except  a  few  large  sedges, 
which  were  on  bronzed. 

"  To  my  notion  the  blued  are  very  inferior.  They 
are  more  conspicuous,  I  think,  in  the  water,  and 
rust  if  the  least  moisture  gets  into  the  fly-box. 

"  Have  you  ever  noticed  how  much  more  rapidly 
the  eye  becomes  educated  than  the  hand  ?  The  eye 
tells  one  just  what  the  artificial  fly  should  be,  but 
the  hand  is  slow  in  following  the  behest  of  the  eye. 
If  really  first-rate  materials  are  at  hand,  it  is  not 
so  bad  ;  one  can  then  produce  something  nearer 
his  ideal.  I  bought  a  new  pair  of  eye-glasses 
not  long  ago,  and  was  disgusted  with  a  lot  of 
flies  that  had  satisfied  me  quite  well  when  using 
glasses  which  were  a  trifle  weaker  in  magnifying 
power.  I  saw  a  very  fine  white-tailed  buck  a 
few  days  since  which  had  been  killed.  It  weighed 
2051b.,  and  was  sold  at  from  60  cents  to  75  cents 
per  poimd.  It  has  been  a  good  season  for  ruffed 
groxise,  and  there  was  a  heavy  flight  of  woodcock 
in  October.  I  had  an  amusing  experience  one  after- 
noon with  a  green  pointer  puppy,  which  picked  me 
up  in  the  street.  She  sneaked  up  behind  me,  and 
got  a  sniff  at  the  pockets  of  my  old  shooting-coat. 
The  animal  had  the  hunting  instinct  strongly  deve- 
loped, but  was  entirely  untrained.  I  think  she 
would  have  chased  the  first  grouse  she  flushed  into 
the  next  county,  if  she  could  have  kept  it  in  sight. 
Later,  she  flushed  three  more,  and  we  had  a  little 
serioivs  conversation  together.  I  never  saw  a  puppy 
more  intelligent,  and  with  her  assistance  I  bagged 
two  of  those  wild  birds.  They  are  apt  to  run  a  good 
deal,  and  are  ti-ying  birds  for  a  young  dog  to  work 
upon.    I  wish  that  you  could  have  seen  the  magni- 


ficent views  from  the  high  ridge  I  was  shooting  on 
that  afternoon." 

The  dry-fly  Mr.  Gordon  sends  dressed  with 
"  dove  "  wing  is  as  good  a  bit  of  fly-dressing  a.s  one 
need  wish  to  see.  The  dove  wing  makes  a  lovely 
blue-winged  fly — it  must  be  a  smaller  and  more 
deUcato  bird  than  our  dove;  just  as  the  American 
partridge  is  much  smaller  than  ours.  No  doubt  a 
lot  of  trout  are  missed  every  May  Fly  season,  and 
it  Ls  a  good  thing  they  are,  whatever  the  cause  may 
bo,  or  our  rivers  would  get  depleted.  Personally,  for 
small  trout  flies  I  rather  hke  the  blue  stoel  hook, 
though  it  does  rust  quickly;  next  I  prefer  the 
black  japanned  hook,  and  the  brassy  bronze  colour 
I  like  least  of  all.  Yes,  I  have  noticed  that  the  eye 
can  beat  the  hand  eveiy  time  !  If  I  could  only  do 
things  as  my  eye  wants  them  done  !  It  is  curious, 
too,  how  the  hand  will  go  on  doing  a  thing 
mechanically  long  after  it  ought  to  be  doing  it 
quite  a  different  way.  For  twenty  years  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  wTiting  a  certain  address  of  a  business 
firm  many  times  a  week.  Ten  years  ago  they 
changed  their  address,  and  yet  my  hand  still,  nine 
times  out  of  a  dozen,  goes  on  writing  the  old 
address,  until  the  eye  pulls  me  up  in  the  middle  of 
it.  I  hope  Mr.  Gordon  will  have  a  good  1907 
fishing  season,  and  wish  some  of  it  could  be  on  our 
dry-fly  waters. 

Loch  Leven  and  Blagdon  Lake. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  writes  :  — 

"  In  your  issue  of  last  week  you  give  the  capacity 
of  these  lakes,  which  gives  one  little  idea  of  the 
lakes.  Blagdon,  you  say,  is  six  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  the  approximate  capacity  is  272,000,000 
cubic  feet.  Had  you  given  the  extent  in  acres  and 
the  percentage  of  the  dift'erent  depths,  one  would 
have  formed  a  fair  idea  of  the  number  of  trout 
it  could  support,  and  whether  it  was  suitable  for 
insect  life. 

"  You  say  600,000,000  cubic  feet  is  the  capacity 
of  Loch  Leven,  according  to  '  Bartholomew's 
Gazetteer. '  There  must  be  some  mistake  here  ; 
the  extent  of  Loch  Leven  is,  according  to  Sir  John 
Murray  and  the  late  Mr.  Laurance  PuUar's  survey, 
3400  acres,  the  capacity  of  the  loch,  2,195,000,000 
cubic  feet — more  than  three  times  the  quantity 
you  mention,  and  eight  times  more  than  Blagdon. 
The  10ft.  contour  line  of  Loch  Leven  is  about 
1430  acres,  or  42  per  cent,  of  the  whole  area  of  the  , 
loch,  and  that  between  the  10ft.  and  20ft.  contours 
is  nearly  145  acres,  or  43  per  cent.,  and  that  between 
20ft.  and  50ft.  is  about  375  acres,  or  11  per  cent., 
and  that  over  70ft.  Ls  nearly  110  acres,  or  3  per  cent. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  no  less  than  85  per  cent, 
of  the  bottom  is  covered  by  less  than  20ft.  of  water, 
and  the  mean  depth  is  less  than  15ft.  They  also 
state  that  as  regards  superficial  area  Loch  Leven 
and  Loch  Katrine  are  the  same,  but  Loch  Katrine 
is  six  times  as  deep  as  Loch  Leven,  and  contains 
twelve  times  as  much  water,  which  prevents  the 
sunUght  from  penetrating,  thus  discouraging  animal 
and  plant  life.  It  would  be  interesting  to  me,  as  well 
as  your  readers,  if  you  could  give  the  extent  in 
acres  and  the  depths  of  Blagdon  Lake,  which  pro- 
duces such  large  and  fine  trout." 

I  hope  Mr.  Alexander  will  be  able  to  give  us  the 
information  Mr.  Malloch  requires. 

Light  Tackle  for  Sea  Fishing. 

In  some  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  autumn 
I  suggested  that  more  sport  and  more  fish  would  be 
got  in  sea  fishing  if  sea  anglers  adopted  much  lighter 
tackle.  The  finer  the  line  the  less  the  weight  re- 
quired to  overcome  the  effect  of  tides  and  currents, 
and  the  greater  the  sport.  A  fish,  even  of  some  few 
pounds  weight,  can  make  but  a  poor  show  against 
the  angler  when  handicapped  with  a  quarter  or  half 
a  pound  of  lead.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  our 
American  friends  have  started  a  Light  Tackle  Sea 
Angling  Club.  Forest  and  Stream,  referring  to  it, 
says  in  its  issue  for  Dec.  1  : — 

"  Anglers  read  with  a  thrill  of  pleasure  the  state- 
ment in  our  last  issue  in  relation  to  the  light  tackle 
<:ompetition  on  the  famous  fishing  grounds  off 
Catalina  Island,  California.  Using  a  rod  less  than 
1  lb.  in  weight,  and  a  nine-thread  line,  one  angler 
brought  to  gaft'  a  black  sea  bass  weighing  more  than 
1801b.  Just  what  the  rod  weighed  our  informant 
does  not  state,  but  the  Light  Tackle  Club,  we  know, 
ofl'ers  special  inducements  to  those  who  employ  rods 
weighing  less  than  9oz.  A  nine-strand  line  is  no 
larger  than  those  employed  by  freshwater  black 
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bass  anglers  until  the  gossamer-like  casting-lines 
came  into  popular  use  a  few  years  ago. 

"  While  the  catching  of  one  large  fish  on  light 
tackle  proves  little,  the  taking  of  scores  of  fish 
weighing  from  201b.  to  601b.  does  show  that  lighter 
tackle  is  in  many  respects  adapted  to  sea-fishing, 
and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  numbers  of  our  salt- 
water anglers  are  using  black  bass  rods,  reels,  and 
lines  with  satisfaction  to  themselves." 

Roach  Caught  on  Pike  Spinning  Bait. 

Mr.  Hayter,  of  Ringwood,  sends  me  this  note  :  — 

"  I  have  to-night  (Dec.  14)  sent  (per  parcel  post) 
a  roach  caught  whilst  spinning  for  pike.  I  thought 
it  would  interest  some  of  your  readers. 

"  I  sent  the  roach  so  that  you  could  see  that  it 
was  fairly  hooked  in  the  mouth. 

"It  was  caught  by  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Little) 
spinning  with  a  5in.  dace  on  a  Thames  flight." 

It  was  a  lovely  roach,  and  weighed  1  lb.  lOoz.  ; 
the  lip  is  torn  where  Mr.  Little  hooked  it. 

A  Walton  Relic. 

The  Field  reminded  us  that  Dec.  15  was  the 
233rd  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Izaak  Walton, 
"  who  ended  his  days  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
December,  1 683,  in  the  great  frost,  at  Winchester, 
in  the  house  of  Dr.  WilUam  Hawkins."  A  small 
lava  tankard,  said  to  have  belonged  to  the  father 
of  anglers,  was  sold  at  Christie's  on  Thursday 
(Dec.  13)  for  £44. 

No  Vacation  Perfect  without  a  Holiday. 

Mr.  Henry  Van  Dyke  believes  "  that  no  vacation 
is  perfect  without  a  hoUday,"  and  he  has  therefore 
written  a  series  which  he  calls  "  Days  Off,"  the  first 
of  which  will  appear  in  the  January  Scribner. 
entitled,  "  A  Holiday  in  a  Vacation  "—describing 
a  fishing  trip  down  a  little  river  in  the  south-east 
corner  of  Maine.  R.  B.  Mabston. 


A  DIP  INTO  FUTUEITY.* 

Looking  back,  like  looking  forward,  fills  an  old 
man's  mind  with  many  and  strange  thoughts. 

In  the  retrospect  of  more  than  fifty  angling 
years,  I  can  recall  many  changes,  of  which  I  have 
been,  not  a  mere  passive  witness,  but  an  active 
"  participator — for  good  or  for  evil. 

For,  as  it  is  with  life  itself,  so  is  it  with  any 
pursuit  for  which  we  are  enthusiasts,  and  to  which 
we  give  our  thought,  our  energy,  and,  perhaps, 
our  substance.  I  apprehend  that  no  one  can 
poBsibly  follow  even  a  pastime,  for  half  a  century, 
without  leaving  his  mark  upon  it.  And,  I  hold 
that  just  as  an  angler  has  Uved  his  life  (as  an  angler) 
so  is  angling  itself  the  better  or  the  worse  for  his 
existence.  Scripture  itself  warns  us  that  "  no  man 
liveth  to  himself  "  ;  and  I  am  a  firm  believer  in 
this  truism.  The  most  lukewarm  of  men  (and  of 
anglers)  necessarily  places  himself,  by  his  life,  on 
the  one  side  or  the  other,  whether  he  wishes  it  or  not. 

But  I  grow  too  solemn  !  I  have  ventured  to 
write  down  the  thoughts  and  suggestions  which 
have  been  passing  through  my  mind  recently,  con- 
cerning the  Past  and  the  Future  of  our  Scottish 
rivers  and  lochs.  I  feel  none  too  certain  of  the 
Past,  and  I  seem  to  view  the  uncertain  Future 
"  as  through  a  glass,  darkly."  I  have  laid  my  rod 
and  reel  down,  so  that  I  write  from  the  point  of 
view  of  one  who  can  have  no  possible  temptation 
to  serve  his  own  ends  in  any  way. 

Let  me  just  state  at  the  outset  my  belief  that, 
great  as  have  been  the  changes  which  all  who 
have  fished  much  in  Scotland  have  observed  during 
the  past  half  century,  infinitely  greater  will  be 
the  changes  during  the  next  half  century.  Perhaps 
I  should  be  more  definite.  I  allude  chiefly  to 
fishing  for  brown  trout  [Salmo  fario)  in  our  rivers, 
waters,  and  bums,  and  more  particularly  to  streams 
wluch  are  open  to  the  public — our  free  waters.  In 
a  lesser  degree  only,  I  also  allude  to  our  lochs. 

I  am  occaiionally  asked  by  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances to  put  them  "  on  a  good  lay." 

*  Recently,  the  Angli  ig  Club,  Glasgow,  courte- 
ously i.avited  me  to  read  a  paper  before  their 
eo  iity.  Not  bein?;  ii  the  be  t  of  health  at  the 
time,  I  dared  not  pledge  ray  elf,  le^t  I  might  fail  to 
come  up  to  time,  and  to  di  appoint.  T  hooe, 
therefore,  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  a3sociate 
that  thriving  angling  club  with  the  above  paper.  I 
do  £0  with  my  very  hearty  wishes  for  its  continued 
prosperity.— E.  M.  Tod. 


^  Now,  let  us  consider  things  as  they  were,  when 
Stewart,  in  his  valuable  work,  stated  that  he  was 
not  worthy  the  name  of  a  fly-fisher  who  could  not 
encreel  121b.  weight  of  trout  daily,'  even  in  our 
"  free  waters  "  ;  and  with  fly  only.  Such  state- 
ments stick  I  Let  us  take  the  case  of  the  Tweed, 
for  instance  (except  on  the  reserved  portions). 
Such  an  average  is  fictitious,  nowadays.  There  are 
days  when  large  baskets  can  still  be  secured,  but, 
alas  !  graylmg  help  largely  to  fill  the  creels  on  the 
Tweed,  Teviot,  Clyde,  etc.  ;  and  unseasonable 
grayling,  surely,  make  but  a  sorry  appearance  in 
the  Scots  angler's  basket,  in  lieu  of  trout !  In 
my  early  days  grayhng  were  practically  strangers 
in  Scotland,  and,  for  my  part,  I  wish  they  were 
"  strangers  yet,"  for  many  reasons.  But  this  is  the 
only  remark  I  shall  herein  make  upon  the  grayling 
in  Scotland.  I  do  not  pretend  to  have  fished  all 
the  rivers  in  Scotland,  by  any  means.  Some  of 
them,  such  as  the  Tweed  and  the  Teviot,  I  fished 
for  a  number  of  years.  Others,  agam  (one  or  two), 
I  have  fished  so  long  ago,  and  so  seldom,  that  I 
have  practically  forgotten  what  little  I  knew  of 
them,  in  the  dim  and  distant  past. 

But,  besides  tributary  streams,  J,  have  fished  a 
goodly  number  of  Scottish  rivers.  Of  some  of 
these  I  seem  to  feel  that  I  am  justified  m  speaking 
with  authority  ;  and  as  an  old  fisherman,  who  has 
made  the  trout  pay  toll,  only  can  do.  An  enthu- 
siast, from  my  boyhood,  no  holiday  seemed  worthy 
of  the  name  that  did  not  include  sahnon  or  trout 
fishing. 

Things  have  been  changing,  and  not  for  the 
better.  The  .rivers  are  not  so  pure  ;  they  rise 
more  rapidly  and  fall  in  more  quickly  than  in  early 
days.  Factories,  sewage,  and  the  manure,  natural 
and  artificial,  which  drains  off  our  arable  land  at 
the  present  day,  cannot  fail  to  add  to  many  of  our 
noble  rivers  and  streams  their  quota  of  pollution. 
The  ova,  the  fry,  and  the  adult  fish  must  all  suffer 
in  some  measure  from  this  cause,  wherever  it  exists. 
Then  who  can  reckon  with  the  ever  -  mcreasing 
army  of  anglers  in  our  midst,  as  well  as  those 
hailing  from  the  English  side  of  the  Border.  To 
realise  this  fully,  consider  the  sale  of  fishing  tackle 
as  it  was  fifty  years  ago,  and  as  it  is  to-day.  Rods, 
reels,  lines,  and  other  parts  of  the  angler's  equip- 
ment, are  undergoing  rapid  changes— I  hope  for 
the  better,  which,  as  a  rule,  is,  I  believe,  the  case. 
Fine  gossamer  gut  casting-Unes  are  now  used,  where 
whole  g^it  used  to  be  universal,  and  flies  are  dressed 
with  greater  care  and  skill  than  in  the  old  times. 

With  regard  to  all  the  other  lures  and  their  respec- 
tive tackles,  there  is  no  sign  of  standing  still. 
Then,  travelling  facilities  have  greatly  increased  ; 
and  are  largely  taken  advantage  of  !  Inns  and 
hotels  have  sprung  up  in  what  used  to  be  unknown 
districts,  and  from  each  of  these  fishermen  can 
attack  even  the  remotest  glens,  because,  wherever 
a  decent  market-road  exists,  there  the  multitudinous 
cyclist  may  be  seen  seekmg  out  the  remote  corners 
of  the  earth,  where  trout  but  a  few  years  ago 
were  as  tame  and  guileless  as  are  the  goldfish  ui  a 
globe. 

I  wish  to  dwell  upon  these  wheeled  invaders,  and 
to  pomt  out  that  therj  will  do  more  than  any  other 
class  of  fair  fishermen  to  ruin  the  trout-fishing 
in  our  Scottish  rivers.  Understand  that  I  do  not 
speak  to  their  discredit.    I  merely  state  a  fact. 

Let  us  look  at  it  quite  calmly.  Motor-cars  are 
already  common  on  our  country  roads.  In  less 
time  than  it  takes  to  say  so,  a  good  motor-car  can 
make  the  milestones  to  resemble  a  procession,  and 
four  or  more  rods  are  thus  readily  placed  on  portions 
of  a  river  which,  but  for  these  motors,  would  be 
regarded  as  inaccessible.  Then  the  cyclist  has  to 
be  considered. 

Given  a  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  a  district, 
what  place  is  sacred  to  the  cyclist-angler  ?  . 

The  wheelman,  I  regard  as  a  factor  altogether 
incalculable  in  this  connection— he  is  so  ubiquitous. 
Now,  let  us  consider  what  has  already  taken  place 
on  some  of  our  Scottish  rivers.  They  are  being 
let  in  lengths  and  by  the  month,  and  are  eagerly 
taken  up  !  Then,  certain  stretches  are  held  by 
hotels,  and  so,  the  portions  which  are  free  to  all 
are,  naturally,  sure  to  be  overfished.  The  tendency 
to  make  money  by  letting  our  rivers,  even  for 
trout-fishing,  is  a  growing  one,  and  the  day  is 
sure  to  come  when  the  old  political  war  cry  of 
"  free  fishing  for  a  free  people  "  will  have  to  be 
looked  straight  in  the  face ;  with  all  its  false  fire  ! 
Influential  and  well  -  organised  associations  may 
meet  the  difficulty,  but  it  is  much  easier  to  sit 
down  and  air  one's  opinions  than  to  grapple  with 


such  a  task  in  a  practical  and  comprehensive 
manner.  At  first,  the  most  violent  opposition  must 
be  expected.  The  whole  problem,  indeed,  bristles 
with  obstacles. 

To  turn  towards  our  trouting  lochs,  is  my  next 
step.  It  may  seem  as  if  no  amount  of  fair  angling 
can,  do  serious  injury  to  some  of  the  Scottish  lochs. 
Experience,  however,  froves  that  even  lochs  of  from 
ten  or  twenty  miles  in  length  do,  in  time,  suffer 
severely  from  over-fishing.  Doubtless  a  number 
of  the  trout  become  bottom  feeders,  or  cannibals, 
others,  again,  become  hook-shy.  The  fact  remains 
that  trout-fishing  deteriorates  in  most  of  the  lochs 
in  time.  The  day  is  approaching  when  it  will  be 
a  necessity  to  restock  many  of  our  best  lochs  and 
rivers.    I  once  put  it  in  a  few  words,  thus : — 

"Put  nothing  in,  take  everything  out, 
You'll  soon  get  lean,  who  live  on  trout." 

Within  our  own  borders  the  worst  enemies  of 
our  sport  are  to  be  found,  in  my  opinion.  I  must 
be  just  to  our  friends  from  beyond  the  Tweed. 

As  a  rule,  they  are  fly-fishers,  and,  I  think,  I 
may  add,  that  the  majority  prefer  lochs  to  rivers 
when  in  Scotland.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  my 
own  experience  that  one  very  seldom  finds  an 
Enghsh  visitor  fishing  in  an  unsportsmanlike  manner, 
on  our  Scottish  streams. 

Of  course,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  we,  in  our 
own  country,  most  justly  complain  of  a  certain 
home-bred  element  which  never  goes  far  from  home 
— the  men  who  use  salmon  roe,  and  net  the  trout 
as  well. 

I  hold  the  strongest  opinions  regarding  the  sale 
of  trout,  in  Scotland.  For,  if  wise  restrictions  upon 
their  sale  were  legalised,  the  poacher,  or  his  shadow, 
the  poaching-angler,  would  be  afraid  to  ply  his 
nefarious  calling.  If  such  worthless  fellows  as  these 
who  sell  trout  on  the  sly,  could  be  collared,  the 
first  important  step  would  have  been  taken. 

Space  prevents  my  saying  more  on  this  particular 
topic  at  present.  And  now  "  Revenons  a  nos 
moutons  "  ! 

I  began  by  speaking  of  the  changes  which  have 
been  taking  place  during  the  past  fifty  years,  and  I 
have  ventured  to  prophesy  that  the  changes 
wrought  by  Time  when  other  fifty  years  shall  have 
passed  away,  will  be  even  more  striking  and  far- 
reaching  ;  unless,  of  course,  there  is  a  great  awaken- 
ing— reforms  taking  the  place  of  abuses  as  a  direct 
result  of  the  said  awakening. 

I  am  patriotic  enough  to  wish  that  the  magni- 
ficent lochs  and  streams  of  which  we  Scotsmen 
have  so  much  reason  to  be  proud,  should  no  longer 
be  thoughtlessly  despoiled,  nor  neglected.  The 
manufacturing  interest  (the  interest  of  the  wealthy, 
or  would-be-rich  classes)  should  not  be  allowed  too 
free  a  hand. 

Alas,  for  the  power  of  the  almighty  dollar  ! 

I  have  said,  that  English  visitors,  as  a  rule, 
fish  fairly.  I  am  just  a  httle  afraid  (as  time  goes 
on)  that  English  gold  will  have  secured  nearly  all 
the  best  salmon  and  trout  fishing  rivers  in  Scotland. 
It  is  not  a  desirable  issue  ;  from  the  point  of  a 
patriotic  Scotsman.  At  the  same  time,  if  only 
in  this  way,,  our  beautiful  rivers  can  be  saved 
from  destruction,  let  us  welcome  every  good  Enghsh 
^sportsman,  with  his  hatred  of  poaching  and  love  of 
sport,  and  fair  play. 

I  had  intended  to  leave  off  here  ;  but  I  can'foresee 
that  objections  may  be  taken  to  dealing  with  the 
subject  without  duly  considering  that  the  same 
traditions  as  to  free  trout-fishing  on  the  Tweed 
and  its  many  tributary  streams  are  such  as  do 
not  prevail  on  many  of  our  other  fine  rivers,  say, 
north  of  Perth,  and  on  some  others  even  near  the 
Border.  Many  of  the  old  residents  on  Tweedside 
have  come  to  regard  what  is  only  a  very  great 
and  noble  privilege,  as  the  inheritance  and  birth- 
right of  all  Scotsmen.  It  is  not  so,  all  over  Scot- 
land, and  I  wish  to  state  that  I  am  fully  cognisant 
of  all  these  things.  I  am  also  aware  that  it  would 
take  a  much  more  far-seeing  eye  and  clearer  head 
than  mine  toi  indicate,  with  anything  like  clearness 
of  prophetic  vision  and  insight,  the  necessary — or, 
say,  the  advisable— steps  by  which  a  desirable 
issue  may  be  ultimately  secured,  for  the  salvation 
of  our  beautiful  and  sporting  Scottish  trout  streams, 
to  the  angling  community  at  large. 

I  am  inclined  to  take  refuge  under  the  hackneyed 
old  quotation,  '*'Tis  not  in  man  that  walketh  to 
direct  his  steps,"  which  does  not  mean  that  man 
is  not  to  "  walk  the  world,"  but  that  being  only 
human  he  cannot  always  walk  wisely.  "To  step 
aside"  (and  to  get  bewildered,  if  not  lost)  "is 
Human." 
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Permit  me  to  warn  those  who  advocate  letting 
things  go  on  as  they  are,  that  even  the  richest  land, 
if  neglected,  and  allowed  to  go  out  of  cultivation, 
rapidly  reverts  to  the  wilderness  from  which  it 
sprang.  They  are  scarcely  parallel,  yet  the  warning 
conveyed  in  the  case  of  neglected  land,  surely  brings 
home  to  us  a  hint  not  to  be  idly  passed  by. 

An  able  friend  of  the  writer  recently  favoured 
me  with  the  outline  of  a  scheme  which  I  earnestly 
hope  may  yet  take  a  practical  shape. 

Should  it  ever  do  so,  I  feel  that  it  will  deserve 
even  should  it  fail  to  achieve  success  ;  for,  only 
the  unthinking  can  possibly  imagine  that  the 
lasting  preservation  and  care  of  our  dear  Scottish 
streams  is  a  matter  of  no  difficulty.  It  is,  on  the 
contrary,  a  matter  of  the  greatest  difficulty.  It  is 
full  of  obstacles,  but  obstacles  are  made  in  order 
that  they  may  be  overcome. 

To  think  that  it  can  be  accomplished  en  bloc  and 
totite  suite,  can  never  be  contemplated  even  by  the 
most  sanguine,  and  that  is  why  I  have  stated  my 
feeling  that  the  changes  which  I  foresee,  for  good,  will 
come  about  quietly,  almost  silently.  One  stream, 
or  portion  of  a  stream,  will  be  so  well  managed 
(I  had  all  but  said  farmed)  that  neighbouring  streams 
wiU  not  be  slow  to  follow  the  example  thus  set. 
Time  works  marvels  !  Meanwhile,  old  traditions, 
deep-rooted  prejudices,  political  sentiments  and 
aims — these  and  many  more,  have  to  be  quietly 
met  and  overcome  by  Time,  the  All-Powerful ! 

I  deprecate  the  notion  that  a  single  mighty  effort 
will  effect  the  changes  which  I  desire  to  be  effected. 
My  idea  would  be,  one  step  at  a  time  and  make 
that  step  sure.  Then,  bit  by  bit,  the  process  will 
be  set  in  motion  which  will  eventuate  in  the  desired 
direction.  The  wheels  of  a  heavy  chariot  at  first 
revolve  slowly. 

Meanwhile,  let  us  emulate  not  the  aggressive 
might  of  the  giant,  but  rather  the  gentle  and 
insinuating  power  of  the  tender  blade  of  grass  in 
upending  the  paving-stone.  We  wonder  when  we 
see  the  paving-stone  thus  raised  from  its  bed,  but 
we  forget  the  power  of  continuous  if  gentle  effort 
and  pressure.  /  commend  this  ■principle  fa  the  con- 
sideration of  all  concerned.  E.  M.  Tod. 


ABSOLVI  ME  AM  ANIMAM. 


There's  a  saying  that's  puzzled  many  folk  in  their 
day, 

'^And  now  and  again  it  crops  up  with  a  "  pother," 
Some  say  'tis  by  this  man,  and  some  say  by  that, 
It's  a  fool  at  one  end  and  a  worm  at  the  other. 

One  day  long  ago.  but  how  long  I  sha'n't  tell. 
We  hammered  it  out  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 

Were  very  excited,  and  laid  some  things  low. 
But  we've  none  of  us  got  a  wee  bit  nearer  yet. 

Now  the  "  Amateur  Angler's  "  gone  on  with  the  job. 
But  Christmas  excuses  such  fancies  and  bother  ; 

Yet  I  doubt  if  Leigh  Hunt  was  quite  right  in  his  say 
Of  a  fool  at  one  end  and  a  worm  at  the  other. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  the  source  was  thought 
French, 

p.  And  our  friend  Notes  and  Queries  went  into  the 
matter. 

I've  journeyed  through  Swift  without  any  result. 
And  the  fool  and  the  worm  are  still  wanting  a 
hatter. 

It  is  likely  some  day  when  we've  wandered  till 
weary 

Through  heaps  of  dry  rubbish  enough  for  to 
smother. 

We'll  find  them  just  waiting  right  under  our  nose. 
That  fool  at  one  end  and  the  worm  at  the  other. 
Envoy. 

I'am  thinking  these  words  are  as  old  as  the  hills. 
That  fishers  weren't  meant  any  more  than  another. 

This  world  is  made  up  of  a  parcel  of  fools. 
Fools  at  one  end,  and  the  worms  at  the  other. 

  — H.  T.  J. 

,  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  published  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  on  Dec.  11,  1886  ;  it  was  from 
the  late  Dr.  Hamilton.  The  great  Johnsonian 
authority,  the  late  Dr.  Birkbeck  Hill,  told  me  that 
the  libel  was  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
writings.— R.  B.  M. 

Johnson's  (?)  Definition  of  an  Angler. 
Sir, — The  following  is  from  Notes  and  Queries, 
3rd  S.,  Dec.  15,  1866,  p.  472,  and  proves  that  the 
original  idea  is  much  older  than  is  generally  sup- 
posed.— am,  etc.,  Edward  Hamilton. 


"  Dr.  Johnson's  Definition  of  an  Angler. 
"  '  A  stick  and  a  string,  a  worm  at  one  end  and 
a  fool  at  the  other,'  has  been  frequently  quoted  as 
Dr.  Johnson's  description  of  a  man  angling  ;  but 
the  other  day  I  met  with  some  French  lines  con- 
veying an  exactly  similar  sentiment.  These  were 
written  by  Guyet,  who,  if  he  was  Martial  Guyet, 
died  nearly  a  hundred  years  before  the  great  lexico- 
grapher was  born.    They  are  as  follows  : — 

"  '  Messieurs,  je  suis  pecheur,  et  p6cheur  a  la  ligne, 
J'en  fais  ici  I'aveu,  ce  cas  semble  pen  digne, 
De  vos  graves  esprits  ;  car  on  I'a  dit  souvont, 
La  ligne,  avec  sa  carme,  est  un  long  instnmient, 
Dont  le  plus  mince  bout  tient  un  petit  reptile, 
Et  dont  I'autre  est  tenu  par  un  grand  imb6cile.' 

"  Dr.  Johnson  was  too  fond  of  enacting  the 
literary  braggadocio  to  his  sycophantic  followers  in 
a  London  tavern  to  have  a  taste  for  the  simple 
pleasures  of  anghng.  Still,  anglers  owe  him  a  great 
deal,  for  it  was  by  '  the  instigation  of  an  ingenious 
and  learned  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnson,'  that 
Moses  Brown  published  his  first  edition  of  Walton's 
'  Compleat  Angler  '  in  1750,  when  the  original  was 
almost  entirely  forgotten. 

"  Johnson  also  promised,  about  the  same  time, 
to  write  a  life  of  Walton  ;  but  I  fear  that  he  never 
seriously  set  about  it.    "  William  Pinkerton." 

Sir,— Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Hughes, 
in  the  Literary  World,  I  learn  that  this  is  neither 
Swift  nor  Johnson  ;  but  a  translation  from  a  French 
writer,  name  Guyet,  of  the  17th  century.  Where 
are  we  now  1    In  haste, — Yours,  &c., 

Tiny  Tim. 

"  Tiny  Tim  "  is  far  enough  on  wow  to  be  satisfied, 
and  even  our  dear  old  friend  Dr.  Hamilton  also 
if  he  were  still  living,  that  Doctor  Johnson  was  not 
the  author  of  the  libel — and  that  is  all  we  care  about. 


WINTEE  FISHING. 


Angling  in  a  Fog. — Fog  everywhere,  chilling, 
blinding,  depressing  ;  and  as  I  walked  towards  the 
river,  I  heartily  wished  myself  back  beside  the  fire. 
The  fearful,  sulphurous,  yellow,  suffocating  fog  that 
filled  the  air  when  I  left  London  did  not  clear, 
as  I  expected,  and  when  I  got  into  the  country  it 
only  changed  from  yellow  to  white,  and  was  nearly 
as  dense  as  ever  ;  but,  having  made  a  long  journey 
in  search  of  roach,  and  remembering  former  expe- 
riences of  sport  obtained  when  it  was  least  expected, 
I  determined  to  unpack  and  try  an  hour  or  two  at 
any  rate.  It  was  a  nice,  protected,  slow-running 
deep,  and  the  third  or  fourth  swim  I  had  a  bite, 
struck,  and  knew  I  had  hooked  a  good  fish.  After 
^one  or  two  heavy  rushes,  I  played  him  into  the 
net,  and,  to  my  great  surprise,  it  was  a  bream 
weighing  about  3lb.  In  the  next  few  swims  I 
caught  two  more,  both  nice  fish,  and  then  roach 
found  their  way  into  the  swim  and  began  to  feed. 
Nearly  every  grain  of  wheat  secured  a  roach  on  that 
eventful  afternoon.  The  mist  was  so  dense,  the 
top  of  my  18ft.  roach-pole  was  lost  to  view,  and 
the  uncertain  outline  of  the  float  silhouetted  against 
the  water,  which  was  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  would 
disappear  from  view,  instantly  followed  by  a  rush 
and  a  splash  out  in  the  impenetrable  mist,  another 
fish  would  be  added  to  the  bag  ;  and  when  anglers 
tell  me,  as  they  frequently  have  done,  that  roach 
will  not  bite  in  a  fog,  I  do  not  beheve  them. 

I  once  had  some  capital  sport  in  a  large  lake  near 
Crowborough  very  early  one  thick  foggy  morning, 
and  when  the  sun  shone  out  in  all  its  glory,  and 
naturally  expected  the  sport  to  continue,  I  could 
not  get  so  much  as  a  nibble,  so  took  a  leisurely 
cross-country  walk  to  Groombridge  Station,  in  pre- 
ference to  waiting  for  the  train  at  Crowborough.  I 
slept  in  a  most  pecuUar  old  building  close  to  the 
lake,  inhabited  by  a  strange,  solitary  old  lady,  v/ho, 
I  verily  beUeve,  thought  I  might  murder  her,  and  it 
took  me  some  time  to  convince  her  that  I  had  no 
such  intention. 

Angling  in  a  North-Easter. — Sunday  morning  in 
early  January.  Scene  :  The  middle  reaches  of  the 
Lea.  The  edges  of  the  canal  were  fringed  with  ice, 
a  slight  fall  of  snow  lay  crisp  on  the  earth,  the  waves 
rose  and  fell  and  beat  against  the  ice  sides  with  a 
mournful  cadence,  and  the  bleak  wind  whistled 
through  the  trees  and  made  one  shiver.  To  attempt 
to  fish  seemed  madness  ;  still,  while  there  is  light 
there  is  hope  in  matters  piscatorial,  so,  taking 
shelter  from  the  bitterly  cold  wind  behind  the 
lowest  end  of  a  lock,  I  put  my  roach-pole  together, 


and,  baiting  with  a  cube  of  bread-crust,  started  to 
fish  for  roach  as  well  as  my  benumbed  fingers  would 
allow  me.  After  a  short  time  I  decided  it  was 
useless,  so  went  to  the  lock-house  for  refreshment, 
leaving  my  line  in  the  water.  "  Baaj  a-comin'," 
I  heard  the  lock-keeper  shout,  and,  remembering 
my  tackle,  I  went  to  take  it  out  of  harm's  way.  Just 
as  I  reached  my  rod  tlie  "  slackers  "  were  raised  ; 
this  caused  a  rush  of  water,  bubbling  and  boiling 
like  a  huge  cauldron  ;  under  went  my  pirouetting 
float,  and  the  next  moment  I  was  playing  a  lusty 
chub  ;  at  the  same  time  I  shouted  to  the  bargees  to 
hold  on  a  bit  until  I  got  him  out.  This  I  succeeded 
in  doing,  after  such  sport  as  chub  a  certain  size  can 
only  give  on  a  tight  Ime.  I  was  so  surprised  that  it 
made  me  think  a  bit,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  if 
this  rush  of  water  would  start  the  chub  to  feed  once, 
which  until  then,  I  must  confess,  I  did  not  know 
affected  that  hole,  why  not  a  second  time  7  So 
I  persuaded  the  lock-keeper  that  his  lower  pountl 
required  filling,  and  to  allow  me  to  do  this  by 
raising  one  of  the  "  slackers  "  a  notch  or  two.  This 
caused  a  stream,  which  was  all  I  wanted.  Then 
sitting  well  back,  and  using  a  long  strike — that  is, 
the  length  of  line  between  the  rod-top  and  the 
float — so  that  the  rod  did  not  project  over  the 
parapet,  I  baited  with  another  "  cube,"  and  started 
to  fish.  By  resting  awhile  after  each  fish,  I  caught 
121b.  of  chub,  including  three  or  four  over  1  lb., 
certainlv  not  large,  but  as  nice  chub  as  one  could 
expect  from  the  Lea  Canal,  which  was  better  than 
a  blank.  These  chub  were  evidently  attracted  by 
the  rush  of  water,  and  this  tip  should  be  of  service 
to  all  who  fish  in  canals,  etc.,  where  there  are  locks. 
Since  this  occurred,  on  several  occasions  I  have 
tried  this  plan  with  good  effect.  These  are  two 
of  the  most  notable  cases  of  having  sport  when  I 
have  never  expected  any  that  I  have  experienced 
during  a  long  and  varied  career  as  an  angler,  and, 
backed  by  enthusiasm  and  common-sense  methods, 
prove  that  at  times  one  may  catch  fish  when  least 
exp  3cted. 

Temperature. — I  really  think  more  depends  on 
this  than  anything  in  winter  angling,  and  the  noArice 
should  not  forget  that  several  fish  will  only  feed 
above  a  certain  temperature,  while  others  will  not 
,feed  below  it,  and  it  is  only  a  waste  of  time  to  try 
and  catch  them.  I  believe  the  reason  is  because 
they  could  not  digest  the  food  if  they  did. 
Roach,  for  instance,  will  often  feed  well  at  one  part 
of  the  day  when  they  will  not  at  another,  a  rise 
in  temperature  making  all  the  difference  ;  in  short, 
the  morning  to  one  angler  has  meant  an  empty 
creel,  the  afternoon  to  another  a  full  one,  the 
latter  angler  taking  advantage  of  a  sudden  change 
of  temperature,  and  .  using  a  bait  likely  to  sviit  it, 
and  not  a  bait  that  scarcely  any  fish  would  take. 
These  changes  may  last  several  hours  or  only  one 
I  have  repeatedly  proved  it ;  and  if  the  water  is 
not  too  cold,  and  one  fishes  a  good  depth,  it  may 
blow  a  gale  from  the  north-east,  even  snow,  and 
yet  a  few  fish  may  be  caught.  Never  angle  in  com- 
paratively shallow  water  in  -winter  unless  the 
weather  is  very  mild  and  the  water  very  much 
coloured,  for  every  foot  means  extra  protection  from 
the  cold.  In  very  cold  weather  both  sea  and  fresh- 
water fish  make  for  the  deeps.  For  instance,  the 
usual  flatfish  are  caught  in  much  deeper  water  in 
January,  February,  and  March  than  they  are  in 
October  and  November.  I  would  particularly  ask 
all  who  intend  to  fish  for  roach  this  winter  to  try 
bread-crust,  for  it  is  my  favourite  winter  bait, 
simply  because  I  have  proved  it  to  be  one  of  the 
best ;  and  at  times  it  is  also  very  good  for  chub,  and 
will  kill  when  other  baits  faih  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  when  the  water  is  coloured,  roach,  dace,  perch, 
and,  in  very  mild  weather,  carp-bream  (in  rivers) 
are  very  fond  of  worms,  and  of  these  I  consider 
cockspurs  or  the  tail-end  of  a  maiden  lob  the  best. 
When  trying  for  roach  in  winter,  another  dodge  is 
to  use  plain  bread  pulp,  made  with  boiling  water, 
ihstead  of  the  ordinary  bread  and  bran  ground-bait. 
This  pulp  should  be  squeezed  up  into  small  balls 
about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  cast  into  the  swim 
straight  ^\ith  and  behind  the  float  at  short  intervals 
until  the  fish  begin  to  feed,  then  at  longer  intervals. 
Swim  the  bait,  which  should  be  either  paste  or 
small  cubes  of  crust ;  and  these  baits  will  some- 
times catch  good  roach  when  no  other  baits  will. 
When  using  these  cubes,  the  point  of  the  hook  can 
be  inserted  on  either  side  of  the  cube,  according  to 
fancy  ;  as  usual,  some  prefer  one  side  and  some  the 
other.  Whichever  side  the  hook  is  put  in,  the 
point  should  just  come  through. 

Old  Angleb. 
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SOISIE  NOTES  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON. 

{(.'untiniied  from  page  451.) 
Colonel  Thornton  Plays  a  Joke  on  a  Friend. 

"  July  21. — Day  cold.  I  wished  that  Mr.  W. 
should  see  a  roebuck  before  he  left  the  country  ; 
but  though  there  were  several  in  the  neighbourhood, 
it  wa?  impossible  to  get  a  shot  at  one,  on  such 
short  notice,  and  he  had  resolved  to  leave  us  this  day. 
I  thought,  therefore,  the  following  deception  might 
answer  every  purpose.  I  had  ordered  a  goat,  a?  near 
the  colour  of  a  roebuck  as  possible,  to  be  procured 
the  night  before  from  the  mountains  where  they 
then  were,  directing  the  falconers  to  place  and 
tether  him  in  the  most  inaccessible,  obscure,  and 
wild  situation  imaginable  ;  which  was  done  accord- 
ingly. The  conversation  during  supper  we  had  in- 
tentionally turned  upon  stags,  roebucks,  etc.,  till 
Mr.  W.'s  imagination  became  so  heated,  that  no 
doubt  he  dreamt,  in  the  night,  of  nothing  else. 


prepared  to  fire  immediately.  After  great  care, 
seldom  speaking,  and  never  but  in  whispers,  and 
making  signs,  on  passing  by  some  very  likely 
places,  the  falconer  pretended  he  heard  a  rustling  ; 
upon  which,  as  they  had  been  directed,  the  party 
fell  flat  upon  the  ground  cautiously  crawling  on  ; 
when  Mr.  W.,  seeing  an  animal  and  concluding  it 
to  be  the  game  he  so  ardently  sought  for,  judi- 
ciously and  precipitately  fired.  From  the  struggle 
made  by  the  animal,  occasioned  by  the  report, 
Mr.  W.,  imagining  he  had  desperately  wounded  him, 
flew  to  seize  him,  but  was  repulsed  by  some  strong 
and  well-directed  efforts  of  the  goat's  horns  :  this 
obliged  him  to  call  out  loudly  for  the  assistance  of 
Otter,  who,  being  slipped,  rushed  forward,  but  in 
his  hurry  did  not  discover  the  animal  he  was  to 
attack,  which  was  now  almost  covered  and  en- 
tangled in  some  strong  junipers  ;  but  he  soon  came 
about,  and  being  properly  fixed  he  and  Mr.  W. 
seized  their  antagonist  with  great  avidity,  who 
soon  ought  to  have  convinced  them  by  liis  lan- 
guage that  the  roebuck  in  question  was  unfor- 
tunately only  a  shaven  goat. 

"  Captain  Waller  and  myself,  who  were  standing 
on  a  very  dangerous  precipice,  at  a  considerable 
distance,  might  have  paid  dear  for  this  joke,  for  I 
nearly  fell  off  the  rock,  overcome  by  a  fit  of  laughter, 


Loch  Eunick  ;  Colosel  Thoentos  Playing  a  Big  Pike. 


"  We  now  sat  down  to  breakfast,  when,  as  pri- 
vately agreed  on,  we  received  intelligence  that  the 
herdsmen  had  seen,  early  that  morning,  a  roe  and  a 
roebuck  among  the  rocks.  The  company  were  all 
eager  to  pursue  them,  and  the  rifles  being  prepared 
and  loaded  by  me  (as  knowing  the  proper  charge), 
some  with  powder  and  double  wadding,  others  with 
ball  only,  which  were,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  W., 
rammed  down  ;  every  person,  for  fear  of  accident, 
had  his  post  allotted  to  him.  Mr.  W.  in  comphment, 
as  a  stranger,  and  on  the  point  of  quitting  us,  was 
attended  by  the  falconer,  as  the  most  intelligent 
person,  with  Otter,  the  deer  dog,  in  a  slip,  and  Mr. 
Gerrard,  whose  curiosity  was  also  not  a  little 
heightened.  Thus  they  proceeded,  being  repeatedly 
cautioned,  that,  as  their  game  was  remarkable 
for  quickness  of  sight  and  hearing,  they  must  Be 


•  "  A  Sporting  Tour  through  the  Northern  Parts 
of  England  and  Great  Part  of  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland ;  including  remarks  on  English  and 
Scottish  Landscape,  and  General  Observations  on 
the  State  of  Society  and  Manners.  Embellished 
with  sixteen  engravings  by  Messrs.  Medland, 
Pouncy,  Landseer,  Peltro,  etc.,  from  Paintings 
made  on  purpose  by  Mr.  Garrard."  By  Colonel  T. 
Thornton,  of  Thoravillo  Royal,  in  Yorkshire, 
LondoQ.  1804. 


which  this  truly  comic  and  well-executed  scheme 
had  occasioned. 

"  Mr.  W.  for  some  time  could  not  tell  what  to 
make  of  it,  when  he  was  complimented,  in  a  strain 
of  irony,  on  his  great  good  fortune,  etc.  The  jokes 
that  went  round,  however,  he  bore  with  a  plea- 
santry of  temper  so  great  and  peculiar  to  himself 
that,  in  the  end,  it  totally  disarmed  the  satirical 
remarks  of  the  company  ;  after  dinner  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  us,  and  we  very  much  regretted 
the  loss  of  his  company, .  more  especially  as  the 
weather  during  liis  stay  had  been  so  unfavourable 
for  a  keen  sportsman  in  the  midst  of  game." 

Great  Sport  with  the  Pike  of  Loch  Alva. 

"  July  29. — Day  still  windy.  With  some  diffi- 
culty, by  ten  o'clock,  the  boats  were  got  to  Loch 
Alva.   .   .  . 

"  I  had  scarcely  sailed  fifty  yards  farther,  when 
I  perceived  a  fish  coming  at  me,  and  soon  hooked 
and  landed  him.  This  revived  my  hopes  of  sport, 
and,  agreeable  to  signals,  I  hoisted  the  standard  of 
England,  and  baited  a  fox-hound,*  from  his  colour 
called  the  Black  Admiral. 


*  Colonel  Thornton's  "fox^hounds"  were  trim- 
mers !  but  he  got  all  his  big  fish  on  rod  and  line 
fairly  enough. — R.  B.  M. 


"  I  again  kept  cruising,  and,  on  the  ladies  seeing 
how  safely  the  Ville  de  Paris  rode  the  water,  one 
of  them  did  me  the  honour  to  come  aboard  ;  at 
first,  indeed,  she  showed  some  small  tokens  of 
fear,  but  they  were  soon  dissipated  ;  and,  turning 
abay,  I  saw  a  fish  rise  with  incredible  ferocity,  at 
least  such  as  I  had  not  experienced  in  Lawson's 
Gulf,  or  elsewhere. 

"  Miss  8  •  was  delighted  ;  we  ran  the  boat 

ashore,  and  having  given  my  rod  to  one  of  the  ser- 
vants, I  landed  the  lady  safely  on  the  beacii,  and 
then  retaking  the  rod,  I  began  to  play  my  fish  in 
earnest,  and  soon  found  him  very  strong,  which 
convinced  me  thftse  pike  were  not  so  easily  killed  as 
those  in  Lawson's  Gulf  ;  my  tackle  was  excellent, 
and  I  did  not  fear  killing  him,  though  I  apprehended 
much  trouble  from  some  immensely  large  roots  of 
trees,  which  I  saw  just  below  the  surface  of  the 
water,  under  which  the  pike  generally  harbour,  and 
occupy  them  as  their  strongholds,  from  whence 
they  are  ready  to  seize  their  prey.  At  length,  with 
the  assistance  I  had,  and  the  landing-net  properly 
applied,  we  brought  him  safely  on  shore.  I  thought 
him  a  most  noble  fish  ;  he  was  nearly  a  yard  long, 
very  well  fed,  and  in  high  condition. 

"  Hoisted  as  a  signal  to  Captain  Waller,  a  pennant 
at  the  mast-head,  and  ran  down  to  him,  to  inform 
him  of  my  success  ;  he  had  killed  three  very  good 
fish,  but  not  near  the  size  of  those  I  had  taken. 

"  I  still  continued  fishing  with  great  attention, 
hoping  to  kill  another  large  pike,  and  hooked  one 
of  about  14lb.  and  killed  him  ;  afterwards  a  fifth, 
of  prodigious  weight,  was  hooked,  which  frequently 
threw  himself  out  of  the  wat«r,  and  I  clearly  per- 
ceived that  he  was  much  larger  than  any  I  had  yet 
seen.  We  thought  him,  at  least,  251b.  ;  but  he 
broke  hold,  and  I  much  lamented  the  loss  of  him  ; 
however,  in  attempting  to  raise  him  again,  I  rose 
another  which  I  at  first  took  to  be  the  same  ;  this 
was  a  remarkably  strong  fish,  and  afforded  me  great 
sport  before  I  killed  him.  I  afterwards  killed 
another,  of  nearly  the  same  weight,  and  a  small 
one  of  about  91b.,  and  then  returned  to  Captain 
Waller,  highly  pleased  with  the  great  sport  I  had 
had." 

Another  Day  at  Loch  Alva. 

"July  30. — Day  changeable  and  stormy.  After 
breakfast  went  again  to  Loch  Alva,  having  got  a 
large  quantity  of  fine  trout  for  bait  ;  but,  for  many 
hours,  could  not  obtain  a  rise." 

(Captain  Waller  having  lost  a  great  fish  on  one 
of  the  trimmers,  the  Colonel  decided  to  try  trolling 
for  him.) 

"  As  soon  as  we  had  recovered  from  the  con- 
sternation this  accident  occasioned,  I  ordered  the 
boat  to  cruise  about  for  the  chance  of  his  taking 
me  again,  which  I  have  frequently  known  to  happen 
with  pike,  who  are  wonderfully  bold  and  voracious. 
On  the  second  trip  I  saw  a  very  large  fish  come  at 
me,  and,  collecting  my  hne,  I  felt  I  had  him  fairly 
hooked  ;  but  I  feared  he  had  run  himself  tight 
round  some  root,  his  weight  seemed  so  dead ;  we 
rowed  up,  therefore,  to  the  spot,  when  he  soon 
convinced  me  he  was  at  liberty,  by  running  me  so 
far  into  the  lake,  that  I  had  not  one  inch  of  line 
more  to  give  him." 

An  Absolute  Wonder  ! 
"  The  servants,  foreseeing  the  consequences  of 
my  situation,  rowed,  with  great  exertion,  towards 
the  fish,  which  now  rose  about  seventy  yards  from 
us,  an  absolute  wonder  !  I  relied  on  my  tackle, 
which  I  knew  was  in  every  respect  excellent,  as  I 
had,  in  consequence  of  the  large  pike  killed  the 
day  before,  put  on  hooks,  and  gimp,  adjusted  with 
great  care  ;  a  precaution  which  would  have  been 
thought  superfluous  in  London,  as  it  certainly  was 
for  most  lakes,  though  hei'c,  barely  equal  to  my 
fish.  After  playing  him  for  some  time,  I  gave  the 
rod  to  Captain  Waller,  that  he  might  have  the 
honour  of  landing  him,  for  I  thought  him  quite 
exhausted,  when,  to  our  surprise,  we  were  again 
constrained  to  follow  the  monster  nearly  across 
this  great  lake,  having  the  wind,  too,  much  against 
us. 

"  The  whole  party  were  now  in  high  blood,  and 
the  delightful  VtUe  de  Paris  quite  manageable  ; 
frequently  the  fish  flew  out  of  wafer  to  such  ,a 
height,  that  though  I  knew  the  uncommon  strength 
of  my  tackle,  I  dreaded  losing  such  an  extraordinary 
fish,  and  the  anxiety  of  our  little  crew  was  equal 
to  mine.  After  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter's  play, 
however,  we  thought  we  might  safely  attempt  to 
land  him,  which  was  done  in  the  following  manner. 
Newmarket,  a  lad  so-called  from  the  place  of  his 
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nativity,  who  had  now  come  to  assist,  I  ordered, 
"with  another  servant,  to  strip,  and  wade  in  as  far  as 
possible,  whicli  they  readily  did.  In  the  meantime, 
I  took  the  landing-net,  while  Captain  Waller, 
judiciously  ascending  the  hill  above,  drew  him 
gently  towards  iis.  He  approached  the  shore  very 
quietly,  and  we  thought  him  quite  safe,  when, 
seeing  himself  surrounded  by  his  enemies,  he  in  an 
instant  made  a  last  desperate  effort,  shot  into  the 
deep  again,  and  in  the  exertion  threw  one  of  the 
men  on  his  back.  His  immense  size  was  now 
apparent ;  we  proceeded  with  all  due  caution,  and, 
being  once  more  drawn  towards  land,  I  tried  to 
get  his  head  into  the  net,  upon  effecting  which,  the 
servants  were  ordered  to  seize  his  tail,  and  slide 
him  ashore. 

"  I  took  all  imaginable  pains  to  accomplish  this, 
but  in  vain,  and  began  to  think  myself  strangely 
awkward,  when,  at  length,  having  got  his  snout  in, 
I  discovered  that  tl\,e  hoop  of  the  net,  though 
adapted  to  very  large  pike,  would  admit  of  no  more 
than  that  part.  He  was,  however,  completely 
spent,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  we  landed  him." 

A  Peefect  Monster  ! 

"  He  was  stabbed  by  my  directions  in  the  spinal 
marrow,  with  a  large  knife,  which  appeared  to  be 
the  most  humane  way  of  killing  him,  and  I  then 
ordered  all  the  signals  with  the  sky-scrapers  to  be 
hoisted  ;  and  the  whoop  re-echoed  through  the 
whole  range  of  the  Grampians. 

"  On  opening  his  jaws,  to  endeavour  to  take  the 
hooks  from  him,  which  were  both  fast  in  his  gorge, 
so  dreadful  a  forest  of  teeth,  or  tushes,  I  think  I 
never  beheld  !  If  I  had  not  had  a  double  link  of 
gimp,  with  two  swivels,  the  depth  between  his 
-stomach  and  mouth  would  have  made  the  former 
quite  useless.    His  mbastibement,  accurately 

TAKEN,  WAS  5fT.  4IN.  FROM  EYE  TO  FORK." 

[In  a  footnote  we  are  told  that  an  engraving, 
from  a  picture  of  Mr.  Gerrard's,  the  artist  who 
accompanied  Colonel  Thornton,  the  full  size  of 
this  fish,  may  be  had  by  applying  to  Lieutenant 
Elhot,  Lisson  Green,  near  Tyburn-road.  I  wonder 
where  that  engraving  is  ? — R.  B.  M.] 

The  Colonel  goes  on  to  say : — 

"  On  examining  him  attentively,  I  perceived  that 
a  very  large  bag  hung  deep  below  his  belly,  and 
thinking  it  was  lower  than  usual  with  other  pike, 
I  concluded  that  this  one  had  been  deeply  fed  but 
a  short  time  before  he  was  taken.  After  exhibiting 
him,  therefore,  to  several  gentlemen,  I  ordered 
that  my  housekeeper,  on  whom  I  could  depend, 
should  have  him  carefully  opened  the  next  day,  an^ 
the  contents  of  his  stomach  be  reserved  for  inspec- 
tion, and  now  ordering  the  servants  to  proceed  with 
their  burden,  we  returned  to  Avemore,  drank  tea, 
and  afterwards  went  on  to  Raits,  where  we  pro- 
duced our  monster  for  inspection,  to  the  no  small 
gratification  of  the  spectators,  whose  curiosity  had 
been  strongly  excited  to  view  a  fish  of  such  magni- 
tude. 

"  July  31,  1786. — Day  warm,  went  to  church, 
and  afterwards,  Mrs.  C.  opened  the  pike  and  sent 
us  the  contents  of  his  stomach,  which,  to  our 
surprise,  consisted  of  part  of  another  pike  half 
digested.  The  tumour,  or  bag,  arose  from  his 
having,  no  doubt  many  years  since,  gorged  a  hook, 
which  seemed  to  us  better  calculated  for  sea  than 
for  fresh  water  fishing.  It  was  wonderfully  honey- 
combed, but  free  from  rust,  so  that  I  cannot  doubt 
its  having  been  at  least  ten  years  in  his  belly.  His 
head  and  backbone  I  ordered  to  be  preserved  in  the 
best  manner  I  could  devise,  and  the  rest  to  be  salted 
down. 

"  The  weight  of  this,  judging  by  the  trones  we  had 
with  us,  which  only  weigh  291b.,  made  us  according 
to  our  best  opinions,  estimate  him  at  between  471b. 
and  481b.  I  had  before  this  seen  pike  of  361b., 
and  have  had  them  at  Thorn ville  of  above  301b., 
but  the  addition  of  17|lb.  made  this  quite  a  different 
fish.  There  may  be  larger  pike,  but  I  cannot  credit 
the  accounts  of  such  until  I  receive  more  authentic 
information." 

What  a  pity  it  never  seems  to  have  occurred  to 
the  Colonel  to  cut  the  fish  in  half  and  weigh  each 
half  ! 


How  TO  Tie  Trout  and  Gratlino  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  in  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  ]jaue,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  U.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "  The  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject."— i^isAwi^  Oazette. 


THE  FISHINO  GAZETTBi 


WASHINGTON'S  FISHING 
TACKLE. 

As  our  readers  will  remember,  on  more  than  one 
occasion  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  given  particulars 
of  the  angUng  excursions  of  President  Washington 
—the  immortal  George— to  the  Schuylkill  and 
Delaware  rivers  and  their  tributaries.  The  dis- 
covery that  Washington  was  an  angler  was  made  by 
the  late  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Moore,  librarian  of  the  Lenox 
Library,  New  York,  and  a  keen  angler.  Mr.  Moore 
sent  me  particulars  of  his  discoveries,  and  also  his 
monograph,  "  Washington  as  an  Angler,  with 
Extracts  from  his  Diaries,  1787-1789." 

In  the  Dec.  1  number  of  Forest  and  Stream  I 
was  dehghted  to  see  illustrations  of  some  of  the 
actual  hooks  and  lines  used  by  Washington,  and 
an  account  of  them.  I  think  not  only  anglers  but 
also  all  hook  makers  will  be  interested  in  the  illus- 
tration I  give  of  part  of  this  tackle — that  is,  the 
oval  tin  box  in  which  Washington  kept  his  hooks, 
with  some  of  them  of  all  sizes. 

Forest  and  Stream  says  : — 

"  By  courtesy  of  Mr.  John  A.  Anderson  we  are 
permitted  to  give  the  accompanying  illustrations 
of  treasured  relics  of  Washington,  which  are  in 
possession  of  a  nephew,  Mr.  Torbert  Coryell,  of 
Lambertville,  N.J.  Mr.  Anderson  sends  us  the  fol- 
lowing description  of  the  tackle  and  something  of 
its  history : 

"  The  relics  consist  of  a  number  of  fish  hooks, 
some  silk  thread,  a  piece  of  hair  fine,  and  some 
bits  of  wax,  with  the  box  originally  containing  them. 

"  This  box,  with  the  contents,  was  presented  by 


Washington's  Fishing  Hooks. 


General  Washington  to  his  physician.  Dr.  James 
Craik,  by  whom  they  were  presented  to  George 
Coryell,  of  Alexandria,  Va.  The  latter  gave  them  to 
his  nephew,  Lewis  S.  Coryell,  of  New  Hope,  Bucks 
county.  Pa.,  in  April,  1810,  from  whom,  at  his  death, 
they  came  to  his  son  Martin  Coryell,  by  whom  they 
were  mounted  in  the  manner  shown  in  the  photo- 
graph. Upon  his  death  they  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  his  son  Torbert. 

"  The  box  is  oval,  of  japanned  sheet  iron,  4^m. 
long,  3in.  wide,  and  fin.  deep,  being  of  size  and 
shape  convenient  for  the  pocket.  There  are  nineteen 
hooks,  varying  in  length  from  3in.  to  fin.  The 
most  of  them  have  the  shank  flattened  at  the  end. 
Some  have  the  shank  plain  and  roughened,  and  one 
has  a  ring  for  attaching  the  line.  The  hair  line  is 
but  a  short  piece.  A  note  by  Lewis  S.  Coryell,  with 
the  articles,  states  that  some  of  the  hair  was  given 
to  a  friend. 

"  George  Coryell,  to  whom  these  articles  were 
given  by  Dr.  Craik,  was  acquainted  with  Washing- 
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ton  and  was  a  member  of  the  same  Masonic  lodge 
with  him.  Ho  was  bom  at  Coryell's  Ferry,  now 
Lambertville,  N.J.  He  was  a  worker  in  iron,  and 
upon  Washington's  seeing  in  Philadelphia  a  gate- 
way which  he  had  made  for  Benjamin  Franklin  was 
invited  by  Washington  to  take  up  his  residence  and 
his  calling  at  Alexandria.  The  closing  years  of  his 
life  were  spent  at  Coryell's  Ferry.  His  remains  lie 
in  the  ground  attached  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
that  place,  the  spot  Ijeing  marked  by  a  modest 
monument,  bearing  the  following  inscriptions  : 

East  side  : 

Here  lies  the  body  of  George  Coryell  who  died 
February  18th,  1850,  aged  91  year.s. 
South  side  : 

The  poet  has  told  his  character, 
"  A  wit's  a  feather,  a  chief  a  rod. 
An  honest  man  the  noblest  work  of  God." 
West  side  : 

A  brother  member  witli  Gn.  Washington  of 
Lodge  No.  22. 

North  side  : 

The  last  survivor  of  the  six  men  who  laid  tlio 
Father  of  our  Country  in  his  Tomb. 

"  The  last  inscription  is  slightly  erroneous.  Upon 
the  occasion  of  the  funeral  of  Washington  there  were 
six  colonels  of  the  Virginia  militia  designated  as 
pall  bearers  and  four  lieutenants  for  carrying  the 
bier,  bearing  the  body  from  the  mansion  to  the 
family  vault.  One  oif  the  latter,  Lieut.  William 
Moss,  being  a  delicate  man,  gave  way  under  the 
weight,  and  Mr.  Coryell  took  his  place.  Mr.  Coryell 
did  survive  the  six  pall  bearers,  but  outlived  only 
one  of  the  men  with  whom  he  was  associated  in 
carrying  the  remains. 

"  The  Coryell  family  was  of  Huguenot  descent 
and  settled  at  and  established  Coryell's  Ferry  in 
1732-33.  Washingtcn,  with  portions  of  the  Patriot 
Army,  was  at  least  twice  at  this  point,  on  the  New 
Jersey  side  of  the  Delaware,  where  the  dwelling 
which  he  occupied  is  still  pointed  out.  On  the 
Pennsylvania  side  of  the  river  is  New  Hope,  also 
formerly  known  as  Coryell's  Ferry.  Here  and  in 
the  vicinity  the  army  under  Washington  was  en- 
camped prior  to  the  movement  wliich  resulted  in 
the  crossing  a  few  miles  below  and  the  victory  at 
Trenton  on  Christmas  Day,  1776." 

On  Christmas  Day,  1906,  Enghsh  men  and  women 
can  join  as  heartily  as  the  most  loyal  Americans  in 
wishing  continued  success  to  the  Great  RepubUc. 


FLY-FISHING  IN  LOCH  FEEUCHY 
OVER  SEVENTY  YEAES  AGO.* 


SiR^_One  afternoon,  in  the  August  of  18—, 
we  (the  pronoun  represents  two  trout-fishers  of 
respectable  standing)  hired  the  only,  and  con- 
sequently the  best,  vehicle  attached  to  the  hosteliy 
of  old  Blunderbuss,  pubhcan  in  the  pretty  httle 

village  of  ,  among  the  Grampians — namely, 

a  sort  of  an  apology  for  a  gig,  with  sheltie  to  match— 
and  bore  northward  for  the  unpronounceable 
Currymuckeloch  of  unlicensed  whisky  reputation. 
The  rain  fell  in  torrents  ;  but  who  ever  heard  of 
a  real  angler  dreading  the  weather  ?  Our  watery 
probation  continued  through  the  whole  day,  and 
so  heartily  that  it  would  have  puzzled  a  conjurer 
to  find  a  dry  thread  among  us  when  we  made  Da^ne 

M  's  inn-yard.    Here  we  dismissed  our  shagg\- 

steed  and  urchin  driver,  for  the  rest  of  the  road 
passed  even  their  Highland  capabihties.  After 
the  usual  eggs,  bannocks,  and  cheese,  well  bathed 
in  usquebaugh,  we,  tired  of  watching  which  rain- 
drop ran  fastest  down  the  panes  of  the  httle  window, 
voted  whisthng  a  bore,  and  discovered  that  beating 
the  devil's  tattoo  upon  the  tables  plays  the  de\il 
with  what  ladies  call  nerves  ;  so,  taking  heart  of 
courage,  and  another  good  pull  at  the  "  cratur," 
we  snapped  our  fingers  at  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless 
storm,  and  set  off  for  a  cast  on  the  green  loch, 
some  half-mile  distant. 

The  ascent  of  the  httle  hill  which  lay  between 
us  and  our  destination,  tlirough  streaming  heather, 
was  not  the  most  pleasant  walking  in  the  world  ; 
but  the  "spirit"  was  strong  within  us.  and  we 
bore  it,  and  the  scramble  down  the  other  side, 
almost '  patiently.  We  soon  reached  the  loch  ; 
it  is  a  dark,  deep  pool,  not  exceeding  300  yards  in 
length  ;  the  sides  are  generally  deep,  but  towards 
the  middle  it  gradually  shalloAvs,  as  may  be  per- 

*  I  found  this  interesting  account  of  fishing  in 
Loch  Freuchy  in  the  Sporting  Magazine  for  Decem- 
ber, 1833.— R.  B.  M.  ^ 
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ceived  from  the  beds  of  weeds  and  rushes  ;  hills 
surround  it  on  all  sides,  the  burns  from  which, 
during  wet  weather,  add  much  to  its  depth  and 
extent.  The  trout  in  this  water,  though  of  a 
dark,  mossy  colour,  and  seldom  well  fed,  attain 
a  good  size  ;  so  high  as  31b.  or  41b.  they  are  some- 
times to  be  had,  though  in  general  much  smaller. 
Like  all  lake  trout,  where  the  fish  are  of  a  good  size, 
they  are  shy  of  rising,  and  have  one  peculiarity 
which  I  have  not  noticed  in  any  other  water.  The 
moment  the  hook  touches  them  they  plunge  to 
the  bottom,  and  there  saw  up  and  do^vn,  barbel 
fashion  ;  however,  we  were  just  then  happy  to  take 
them  for  better  or  for  worse.  In  consequence  of 
the  rain  we  put  up  our  rods  under  cover  ;  and  lucky 
it  was  we  did  so,  for  by  the  time  we  reached  the  loch 
our  fingers  were  in  no  trim  for  looping  on  flies. 
The  natives  of  Currymukeloch  recommended  "  sma' 
black  flees."  With  a  v/ind  at  our  backs  that  would 
scarce  permit  a  line  in  the  water,  we  succeeded  in 
taking  a  brace  of  fish  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  then  a  very  large  fellow  swept  off  with  my  gut- 
line.  My  hands  were  so  numbed  with  the  wet 
that  I  really  found  it  impossible  to  repair  this  misr 
fortune  ;  besides,  our  time  was  Umited,  for  we 
intended,  despite  of  wind  and  weather,  to  make 
Loch  Freuchy  that  very  night,  so  as  to  get  the  first 
of  the  morning,  which,  in  the  hot  season,  is,  beyond 
all  doubt,  the  best  angUng  time. 

To  those  who  cannot  appreciate  the  ardour  of  a 
genuine  angler,  it  would  appear  almost  incredible 
that  we  should  deliberately  undertake  a  walk  of 
four  miles  across  the  bleak  hills,  streaming  with 
knee-deep  rain-courses — this,  too,  at  the  approach 
of  night— with  no  other  knowledge  of  our  route 
than  the  imperfect  directions  that  could  be  given  us  ; 
and,  to  crown  the  whole,  through  a  perfect  deluge 
of  rain.  But  Loch  Freuchy  lay  before  us,  and  the 
prospect  of  the  morrow's  sport  carried  us  through 
all  these  difficulties.  We  found,  to  our  cost,  that 
mine  host's  four  miles  and  "  a  bittock  "  were  true 
Highland  admeasurement — namely,  the  bittock 
nearly  as  long  as  the  miles.  Neither  our  light  nor 
plight  were  favourable  for  scenic  observations ; 
but  let  the  reader  imagine  liills  upon  hills  on  all  sides 
(apparently  the  wall  of  the  world  of  Haddad-Ben- 
Ahab),  down  wliich  the  now  swollen  burnies  roared 
in  concert,  a  sky  black  as  a  wolf's  throat,  and  us 
trudging  sulkily  along  wet  as  Nereids,  and  then  he 
may  possibly  have  a  faint  idea  of  the  coup  d'oeil. 
At  every  hill-perched  cottar's,  few  and  far  between, 
the  eternal  answer  was  a  mile,  twa  miles,  but  the 
unattainable  bittock  kept  lengthening  still  before 
us.  Two  hours'  hard  walking  at  last  brought  us  to 
about  a  score  of  turf  huts  at  the  south  end  of  the 
loch,  which  were  dignified  with  a  name  worthy  of 
a  capital,  but  not  having  seen  it  in  print,  our  prosody 
is  entirely  at  fault.  Although  outward  appearances 
were  not  in  favour  of  this  mountain  city,  we  ac- 
counted ourselves  lucky  dogs  in  having  reached  it. 

The  first  human  being  we  encountered  was  one 
who,  had  a  drop  more  cockney  blood  flowed  in  our 
veins,  we  should  scarcely  have  classified  genus  homo. 
We  caught  him  peeping  out  of  the  door  upon  hearing 
our  approach,  and  grappled  him  before  he  could 
take  to  his  earth  again,  wliich  seemed  to  cause  him 
great  uneasiness,  and  ever  and  anon  he  watched  an 
opportunity  to  bolt.  This  singular  animal,  so  far 
as  we  could  discern  in  the  dark,  was  innocent  of 
all  nether  garments  ;  a  little  rough  coatie,  whose 
skirts,  a  la  mode  du  pays,  scarcely  attained  the  upper 
part  of  the  seat  of  honour,  with  the  kilt  the  tartan 
of  the  Campbells,  formed  his  whole  attire.  Bonnet 
he  had  none,  but  in  its  stead  a  shaggy  head  of  hair, 
that  all  Niagara  never  could  have  penetrated. 
"  Which  is  the  Lin  ?  "  said  we.  A  look  of  hopeless 
astonishment  was  our  only  answer  ;  and,  slipping 
through  our  fingers  like  an  eel,  he  was  housed  in  an 
instant.  We  followed  hard  upon,  but  saw  no  more 
of  him.  An  old  crone,  probably  his  mother,  was 
the  only  person  in  the  hut ;  to  her  we  renewed  our 
question,  and  with  much  difficulty  made  her  com- 
prehend it.  "  Yee'd  better  gang  ower  to  Lucky 
M' Jan's  "  ;  and  to  Lucky  M' Jan's  we  went. 

A  very  difierent  personage  received  us  here ;  a 
young  Missy,  just  returned  from  six  months  at  a 
Perth  boarding  school,  asked  if  we  would  be  "  just 
so  kind  as  for  to  walk  ben."  The  interior  was  of 
that  description  which  everyone  who  has  ever  been 
north  knows  as  a  but  and  a  ben — that  is,  a  mud 
cabin  with  mud  floor,  divided  into  two  by  a  mud 
partition.  Smihng  and  smirking,  the  young  lady 
informed  us  that  a  lodging  was  much  at  our  service, 
if  we  had  no  objection  to  share  the  ben  with  her 
father,  who  lay  ill  of  the  influenza,  and  if  we  did  not 


fear  that  his  coughing  and  wheezing  would  disturb 
us.  This  offer  we  declined  as  civilly  as  possible. 
My  companion  remembered  that  an  old  servant 
of  his  mother's  had  a  biggin  somewhere  along  the 
loch  ;  we  made  what  inquiries  we  could  as  to  its 
locality,  were  informed  that  it  was  about  a  mile  to 
the  north,  and  once  more  set  off  on  our  travels. 
The  mile  was,  of  course,  two  ;  and  thankful  indeed 
were  we  to  get  off  so  cheaply  ;  the  rain  had  also 
abated. 

Mrs.  M'Tavish  welcomed  us  most  hospitably : 
she  heaped  peats  upon  the  fire  to  dry  our  wet  gar- 
ments, produced  the  bannocks,  the  kebbuck,  and 
some  special  Glenlivet,  which  we  manfully  attacked, 
while  the  milk  brose  was  simmering.  Never  did 
hungry  wayfarers  make  a  more  glorious  supper  ; 
the  freedman's  coena  was  a  fool  to  it ! 

When  at  length  we  had  satisfied  our  rapacity, 
and  the  arrangements  for  the  night  were  brought 
upon  the  tapis,  it  was  fated  that  we  should  not  be 
indulged  with  the  ben  to  ourselves.  Mrs.  M'Tavish 
opened  two  doors,  which  we  conceived  to  be  presses  ; 
but  each  of  them  closed  upon  a  comfortable  bed. 
We  rubbed  our  hands  at  the  cheering  prospect ; 
when,  lo  !  a  stranger  entered,  and  with  a  careless 
nod  seated  himself  by  the  fire — and  a  queer -looking 
fellow  he  was  ;  a  figure  that  would  have  made  the 
fortune  of  a  Minerva-press  romancer  ;  he  was  of 
middle  height,  square-built,  and  muscular,  with  a 
round  bullet  head  and  an  immense  pair  of  whiskers. 
We  should  not  probably  have  remarked  his  personals 
but  for  the  formidable  nature  of  his  accoutrements. 
He  set  a  heavy  cutlass  in  the  chimney-corner,  and 
drew  from  the  belt  of  his  riding-coat  a  brace  of 
horse-pistols,  which  he  placed  upon  the  table. 
We  stared,  astonished,  at  each  other  ;  but  our 
surprise  was  fairly  doubled  when  Mrs.  M'Tavish, 
having  replenished  the  whisky  bottle,  wished  us  a 
sound  sleep,  and  the  man-at-arms  appeared  evi- 
dently a  fixture.  He  filled  himself  a  bumper, 
nodded  carelessly  to  us,  bolted  the  alcohol,  and 
bidding  us  a  bluff  "  good  night,"  took  possession 
of  one  of  the  said  cupboards,  into  which  he  soon 
ensconced  himself.  We  scarcely  knew  what  to 
make  of  this  strange  companion  ;  but  the  circum- 
stance of  his  leaving  his  arms  within  our  reach 
reUeved  us  of  any  apprehension  ;  so  we  e'en  followed 
his  example,  and  entered  into  the  joint-tenancy 
of  the  other  cupboard. 

About  four  next  morning  we  were  awakened  by 
a  tap  on  the  shoulder,  and  this  whiskered  gentle- 
man stood  by  our  side.  He  had  heard  of  our  wish 
to  be  early  on  the  loch,  and  civilly  aroused  us  in 
time.  We  got  up  immediately,  and  left  him  to 
finish  his  sleep.  We  walked  about  half  a  mile 
along  the  hillside  to  the  cabin  of  our  landlady's 
son,  who  was  to  row  us  upon  the  loch.  Having 
knocked  at  the  door  for  some  time  without  ava.^, 
we  then  had  recourse  to  the  window  with  no  better 
succe-ss.  At  length,  growing  impatient,  I  gave  the 
casement  a  decisive  push,  which  sent  their  whole 
array  of  domestic  utensils  crashing  to  the  ground. 
This  brought  Jamie  to  the  door  en  chemise,  and  a 
pack  of  collies  at  his  heels,  who,  only  for  the  butts 
of  our  fishing-rods,  must  have  seriously  damaged 
our  legs  before  their  master  could  silence  them. 
He  soon  made  his  toilette,  put  the  oars  on  his 
shoulders,  and  walked  down  with  us  to  where  his 
boat  was  moored. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PEOPOETION  OF  THE  SEXES 
IN  EISH. 


Mb.  Dabwin,  in  "  The  Descent  of  Man,"  page  384, 
says:  "Infertile  females  might  readily  be  mistaken 
for  males,  as  Dr.  Giinther  has  remarked  to  me  in 
regard  to  trout.  With  some  species  the  males  are 
beheved  to  die  soon  after  fertilising  the  ova."  Be 
pike,  M.  Carbonnier,*  who  has  especially  attended 
to  the  natural  history  of  pike,  states  that  many 
males,  owing  to  their  small  size,  are  devoured  by 
the  larger  females,  and  he  believes  that  the  males 
of  almost  all  fish  are  exposed  from  the  same  cause 
to  greater  danger  than  the  females.  Be  salmon, 
Mr.  R.  Buist,  the  superintendent  of  the  Stormont- 
field  experiments,  says  that  in  1865  out  of  seventy 
salmon  first  landed  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
the  ova  upwards  of  sixty  were  males  ;  and,  again, 
in  1867,  we  had  at  the  outset  at  least  ten  males  to 
one  female.  Be  trout,  Mr.  F.  Buckland  remarks  that, 

*  Quoted  in  the  Farmer  for  March  1 8,  1 869,  p.  369. 


"  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  males  preponderate 
very  largely  in  number  over  the  females."  The 
males  of  the  Cyprinidse,  likewise,  seem  to  be  in 
excess.  Carp,  tench,  bream,  and  the  minnow 
appear  regularly  to  follow  the  practice,  rare  in  the 
animal  kingdom,  of  polyandry ;  for  tlie  female 
whilst  spawning  is  always  attended  by  two  males, 
one  on  each  side,  and  in  case  of  the  bream  by  three 
or  four  males.  This  fact  is  so  well  known  that  it 
is  always  recommended  to  stock  a  pond  with  two 
male  tenches  to  one  female.  With  the  minnow,  an 
excellent  observer  states  that  on  the  spawning  beds 
the  males  are  ten  times  as  numerous  as  the  females. 
— Yarrell,  "  Hist.  British  Fishes,"  Vol.  I.,  1826, 
page  307. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  'Sigh.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(SO  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

Add' 


|40   ,,    ,,   Putney.  aaa)'^^  »    i.  Richmond. 

145  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■*^"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
[50   „    „   Barnes.  (85   ,,    „  Teddington. 

Example. — It  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clo<  k  at  London  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  \ety 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Brisoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,    Dec.  22    fi.3i)    7.  7 

Sunday,         „   23   7.35    8.  5 

Monday,         ,,    24    8.36    9.10 

Tuesday,        „    25    9.45    10.19 

Wednesday,   „    26    10.52    11.23 

Thursday,      „   27    11.51    — 

Friday,  „    28    0.16    0.39 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — Unfortunately, 
the  rain  spoilt  the  week-end  fishing,  and  by  Nov.  17 
all  the  sluices  at  the  weii  s  were  drawn  and  the  water 
was  being  run  off  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  yet  the 
river  was  rising.  The  colour  was  also  increasing, 
and  very  few  anglers  have  been  out  all  the  week. 
But  matters  are  now  mending,  and  should  the  tem- 
perature keep  steady  anglers  should  be  able  to  get 
some  good  sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
Shepperton  and  Old  Windsor  have  been  yielding 
chub,  and  one  or  two  good  roach  have  been  had. 
The  Thames  Con^^ervators  have  decided  to  appoint 
Sir  Boverton  Redwood  to  inspect  all  petrol  motor- 
launches  before  granting  certificates  to  them.  It 
was  Ptated  that  there  were  at  present  over  400 
motor-launches  registered,  and  the  cost  of  inspec- 
tion might  be  estimated  at  £500,  which  would  be  a 
charge  on  the  Conservancy  funds,  as  the  Conserva- 
tors had  no  power  to  require  the  owners  of  launches 
to  pay  for  inspection.  The  Various  Powers  Bill 
which  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  intend  to  in- 
troduce next  session  provides  inter  alia  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  tunnel  under  the  Thames  at  Twicken- 
ham.— F.  H.  Amphleit. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  local  angling  associa- 
tion have  turned  down  some  very  nice  rudd  and 
tench  during  the  week.  Owing  to  the  unsettled 
weather  little  angling  has  been  attempted ;  very  few 
have  been  out.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  water  is 
running  a  very  bad  colour,  with  that  nasty  clay 
tint  in  it.  If  we  do  not  get  more  rain  reaching 
should  be  right  by  the  week-end,  and  perhaps  pater- 
nostering  for  jack  may  be  tried;  but  another  down- 
pour will  certainly  upset  things  generally  for  the 
Christmas  holiday  anglers.  This  I  hope  will  not  be  the 
case,  and  wish  all  my  angling  friends  a  merry  time 
and  tight  lines  during  the  festive  season. — Stanley 
Meads. 

Thames  (Bichmoud).  — If  there  is  no  more  rain 
this  next  two  or  three  days,  the  river  ought  to  be 
in  good  condition  for  fishing  during  the  holidays. — 
Gaynob  and  Son. 

Thames  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  is  thick, 
but  by  the  end  of  the  week  the  river  ought  to  be  fit 
for  some  good  fishing.  I  had  two  days  last  week 
with  the  bream  ;  one  day  Mr.  Russell  had  sixteen 
up  to  2pb.  ;  another  day  Mr.  Painter  and  friend 
got  fourteen  up  to  31b.,  also  some  good  roach ;  tides 
will  be  all  right  for  a  week. — Walter  McBride 
(Professional). 

Thames  (Wrayshnry). — The  water  has  been 
steadily  rising  since  Sunday,  and  is  now  in  fine 
colour  for  roach  fishing.  Have  had  some  nice 
bags  this  week;  best  fish  lib.  3oz.,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  much  above  the  average. 
It  rained  nearly  all  day  yesterday  (Dec.  18),  so  the 
colour  in  the  water  should  last  for  some  time.  It  is 
also  much  milder,  and  prospects  are  very  favourable 
for  the  coming  holidays. — P.  Brown. 

Avon  (Kingwood). — This  river  is  now  in  very 
good  condition  except  that  the  water  is  a  little  bit 
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cloudy  and  pike  have  not  been  feeding  at  all  well 
duriner  the  'past  week.  Mr.  L.  F.  Harrison  and 
friend  got  seven  pike  tip  to  8  J  lb.  and  seven  perch, 
the  three  largest  going  21b.'  9oz.,  21b.  Hoz.,  and 
21b.  loz.,  on  the  Avon  Tyrrell  water.  On  tho  Ring- 
wood  water,  Mr.  A.  E.  Little  got  about  a  dozen 
pike,  but  nothing  of  any  size  during  the  week  until 
to-day  (Wednesday)  when  he  got  two  of  11  Jib.  and 
12  Jib.  Mr.  Coward  also  got  one  pike  of  81b. — M.  W. 

H.\YTEB. 

Bottirham  Looks  (Watorbeaob).— Owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  Cam  together  with  the  Christmas 
business  little  fishing  ha'?  been  attempted  during 
the  past  week.  Only  here  and  there  a  few  pike  have 
been  taken.  Should  the  weathsr  keep  open  without 
much  more  rain  or  snow,  by  the  week-end  it  should 
be  right  for  bank  anglers.  The  advent  of  cold 
should  stir  up  the  heavier  fish  for  the  holidays. 
Once  again  it  is  my  pleasant  privilege  to  wish  the 
Editor  and  all  readers  of  the  Fishim  Gazette  a 
"Merry,  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  Live 
baits  on  the  spot. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnos  and  District).— The  Dart  Board 
of  Conservators,  who  offer  a  premium  for  the  heads 
of  shags,  have  just  paid  £1  I5s.  2d.  for  the  heads  of 
these  birds,  which  shows  that  there  are  a  good 
many  on  the  river.  Further  statistics  as  to  the 
number  of  salmon  caught  by  rod  and  line  in 
(he  river  during  the  past  season  show  that  they 
numbered  190,  which  weighed  22081b.,  against  194, 
weighing  21521b.,  in  1905,  and  460,  weighing  49801b., 
in  1904.  In  private  waters  548  fish  caught  by  nets 
were  taken  weighing  64551b..  an  average  of  llflb. 
It  was  estimated  that  in  public  waters  1258  salmon 
were  netted,  weighing  10,9621b.,  the  total  for  the 
year  being  1956  fish,  weighing  19,6251b.,  against 
2785  fish  in  1905  and  3642  fish  in  1904.  It  will  be 
seen  that  1904  was  a  bumper  year  and  that  the 
figures  have  not  reached  that  total  since,  but  the 
past  year  cannot  be  regarded  as  very  satisfac- 
tory either  from  the  rod  or  nets  points  of  view. 
It  is  stated  that  the  present  has  been  the 
best  season  for  spawning  for  a  long  time. 
Regarding  the  alleged  pollution  at  Buckfastleigh, 
Messrs.  Ha.mlvn  have  written  stating  that  they 
cannot  find  that  anything  came  from  the  works,  and 
definite  instructions  had  been  given  that  nothing 
whatever  must  be  done  in  any  way  to  pollute  the 
li  ver .  — De  v  onian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— It  was  reported  to  the 
Taw  and  District  Angling  Society  that  the  past 
season  had  been  a  very  bad  one  for  anglers,  and 
that  there  had  been  a  very  noticeable  shortage  of 
ba=s.  For  the  best  bass  taken  Mr.  Parish  was 
awarded  the  society's  medal,  and  Messrs.  A.  Baker 
and  F.  Dowdle  were  awarded  angling  outfits  for  the 
heaviest  catch  of  bass  and  mullet  respectively. — 
Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter): — The  exceptionally  mild 
weather  experienced  in  the  west  has  made  the 
coarse  fishing  slow,  and  but  few  catches  have  been 
made  in  the  river — a  pike  or  two,  some  perch  and 
roach  being  recorded,  but  none  of  exceptional  size 
or  specimen  fish.  In  the  canal  the  same  remarks 
hold  good,  except  that  in  addition,  near  the  Lime 
Kilns,  two  fine  eels  and  a  few  tench  were  taken 
with  large  red  worm.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Dart 
Board  of  Conservators,  at  the  Totnes  Guildhall, 
Mr.  C.  Barron  presiding,  the  clerk  reported  that,  in 
addition  to  the  190  salmon  taken  by  rod  and  line 
in  the  river  during  the  season,  there  were  netted  in 
private  waters  548  salmon,  and  in  public  waters  it 
was  estimated  that  the  catch  was  1258,  making 
the  total  for  the  season  1956.  weighing  19,6251b. 
Mr.  C.  Tucker  observed  that  the  spawning:  season 
had  this  year  been  favourable.  A  letter  from  the 
chief  constable  of  Devon  intimated  that  the  warrants 
to  the  police  as  water-bailiffs  would  be  returned, 
and  it  was  decided  that  the  clerk  write  to  him  on 
the  matter.  A  letter  from  Messrs.  Hamlyn  Bros., 
referring  to  trout  found  dead  at  Buckfastleigh, 
denied  that  it  wa?  cau=ed  by  pollution  from  their 
works,  and  stated  that  they  had  again  given  definite 
instructions  that  nothing  must  be  done  to  pollute 
the  river.  The  hatchery  committee  presented  a 
report  outlining  various  works  to  cost  £100  to  form 
artificial  ponds  for  the  propagation  of  vegetable 
and  insect  food  for  trout  at  New  Bridge,  the  area 
of  the  ponds  being  stated  to  be  about  two  acres. 
After  miich  discussion  the  report  was  received  and 
deferred  for  consideration  at  the  next  meeting. 
Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  and  neighbourhood  has 
been  slack  with  the  exception  of  some  pollack  and 
mullet,  the  former  at  the  pier  and  the  latter  at  the 
dock,  Messrs.  Popkin,  White,  R.  Mostyn,  Beck, 
Nation  (a  visitor),  and  others  being  most  successful 
in  the  order  named.  I  wish  all— the  Editor,  staff, 
and  readers — a  happy  Christmas  and  good  sport 
now  and  in  the  coming  year. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries.— The  most  miserable  and 
unfavourable  weather  hai  again  been  experienced 
for  angling,  and  few  sportsmen  haye  been  out  on 
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the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane,  or  Rib.  Both  snow  and  rain 
have  fallen,  and  on  Dec.  19  the  river.^  were  holding 
'  snow  broth,"  and  were  highly  coloured.  Some 
roach  have  been  taken  at  Waltham  Abbey,  Brox- 
bourne,  Hertford,  and  Ware,  one  of  1  lb.  6oz.  being 
secured  at  the  last-named  station.  A  pike  of  81b. 
has  been  captured  in  the  Romney  Marsh  district, 
near  Waltham  Abbey. — Izaak  Walton. 

Luggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster)  -Both  these 
streams  have  now  risen  and  are  stained,  and  are 
out  of  order  for  fly-fishing.  The  weather  was  very 
mdd  last  week  and  rain  has  been  had  which  melted 
the  snow,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  snow-water  in 
the  rivers,  and  fishing  will  be  almost  useless 
until  that  has  run  off. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Parry).— We  have  just  been 
treated  to  another  little  push  of  water.  It  will  do 
a  lot  of  good,  no  doubt,  although  the  water  was  in 
very  decent  condition  before.  It  will  still  improve 
it  now  that  it  is  going  down,  and  by  Dec.  21  or  22 
It  should  be  just  the  right  thing  again  for  all-round 
anghng,  and  if  the  frosts  keep  off  we  shall  in  all 
probabihty  have  a  good  time  for  the  Christmas 
holiday  folks  down  here  both  with  the  rod  and  gun, 
a  lot  of  ducks  having  been  about  here  during  this 
week. — A.  Scard. 

Onse  (Huntingdon) — Fishing  is  at  a  complote 
standstill  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river. 
To-day  (Wednesday),  however,  the  water  is  going 
down  nicely,  and  if  the  weather  only  remains  fine 
until  Christmas  sport  during  the  holidays  will 
doubtless  be  excellent.  A  few  hours'  rain  would, 
however,  just  now  cause  the  river  to  again  rise 
rapidly,  and  then  good-bye  to  any  chances  of 
angling  for  at  least  a  week.— Chas.  A.  Bryant. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— River  in  state  of  flood 
again.  The  recent  rains  have  melted  the  snow  lying 
upon  the  hills  around  us,  and  the  two  combined 
have  overflowed  the  banks.  The  snow-water  has 
had  the  effect  of  putting  the  roach  off  feed,  and 
the  land  water  has  made  it  too  thick  for  piking. 
Should  we  get  any  more  rain  (and  it  tokens  it),  I 
am  afraid  it  will  be  the  means  of  spoiling  the  angling 
for  the  Christmas  holidays,  but  should  it  keep  fine 
then  St.  Ives  will  be  in  champion  trim,  and  give  her 
good  patrons  sport  enough  to  satisfy  the  most 
energetic  angler  that  visits  her  waters,  and  anyone 
caring  to  send  a  prepaid  wire  shall  have  my  atten- 
tion and  a  correct  account  sent  of  water  and 
prospects.  Once  again,  my  dear  "  Drag,"  I  send 
you  and  all  good  and  true  Waltonians  my  best 
wishes  for  a  healthy  and  happy  Christmas,  combined 
with  tight  lines.— Edward  Collinson,  St.  Ive^ 
Hunts. 

Rother  (Sussex).— I  am  afraid  the  fat  stock 
shows  rather  took  my  attention  last  week  instead 
nf  fishing.  The  Rother  is  now  in  first-class  condition 
for  winter  fishmg,  but  there  have  been  very  few 
anglers  on  the  water.— Thomas  Daws,  Secretary 
Rother  Fishery  Association. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.-  One 
more  revolution  of  the  wlieel  of  time  and  Christmas 
IS  upon  us.  Anglers  can  revel  in  their  pastime,  and 
—if  they  so  will— spend  three  days  at  the  water 
side.  Rivers  are  in  good  order.  The  weather  is 
open.  Pike  are  reported  as  on  the  move,  and  in 
most  waters  numerous,  all  auguring  well  for  sport. 
The  Ouse  is  in  good  trim.  Pike  up  to  5,Jlb.  have 
been  taken  from  the  upper  reaches  near  Fletching, 
and  a  few  small  pike  and  roach  from  the  Isfield 
water.  I  have  no  notes  from  the  Adur,  Barcombe,  or 
the  Cuokmere,  so  infer  there  is  nothing  worth  notice. 
Chichester  Canal  is  in  fair  order — a  bit  clouded  at 
the  basin  end,  but  is  brighter  in  the  lower  reaches 
A  number  of  pike  may  be  seen  on  the  move,  but  the 
Waterside  has  not  been  much  patronised  during  the 
week.  Mr.  Gilmore  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  18,  landed  a 
pike  of  41b.,  taken  on  live  gorge,  and  the  juvenile 
anglers  have  taken  a  few  roach  and  bream.  Nothing 
over  1  lb.  2oz.  has  come  under  my  notice.    I  wish 


our  readers  a  Happy  Chri-ttaas,  fine  weather,  and 
good  sport. — Geor(!e  F.  Salter. 

T"»me  (Iiudlow). — Angling  has  been  very  quiet 
of  late  owing  to  tlie  state  of  the  water  and  tlie  very 
mild  weather,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  more  rain, 
and  little  will  be  done  in  this  part  for  at  least  a 
week.  Frost  is  wanted  to  bruig  grayling  and  pike 
on  the  feed. — S.  Ludlow, 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe.  Nidd.  Derwent,  Onae, 
ato.  'Torks)  — Last  week-end  was  typical  grayling 
weather  for  a  dav  or  two  ;  but  it  is  like  the  grayling, 
who  are  as  fickle  as  the  weather,  for  it  does  not  last 
long,  and  is  a  very  Sf^arce  article  nowadays,  and 
anglers  seem  to  mako  the  most  of  the  few  frosty  days 
vouchsafed  to  them,  conseipiently  there  were  a  lot  of 
anglers  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore.  The 
fish  took  the  worm  we'l  in  the  waters  of  the  Hawes 
A. A.    J.  Blades  tells  mo  most  of  the  fish  caught 
were    good    ones.      On    Saturday    last,  anglers 
had  fair  sport  at  Bainbridge.    On  the   Wen  ley 
length  I  was  out  the  ottier  day  and  met  Dr.  Jackson, 
the  Rev.  J.  Robinson,  and  another  angler,  but  they 
had  only  had  moderate  .'-port,  and  all  I  could  catch 
in  a  couple  of  hours'  fishing  was  half  a  dozen 
grayling.    The  weather  took  a  deci8i\  c  change  on 
Dec.  16,  a  thaw  set  in  which  brought  a  considerable 
quantity  of    melted    ?now  from    oft    the  hills, 
and  put  the  Yore,  Swale,  and  Wliarfo  out  of  con- 
dition both  Monday  and  Tuesdaj-.  Dec.  17  and  18, 
on  which  days  a  few  brace  of  grayling  were  caught 
in  the  tributary  streams,  both  with  the  fly  and 
maggot.    In  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield, 
and  Ripon  a  fair  number  of  rods  were  out  on 
Dec.  15,  sport  on  the  whole  being  fairly  good.  Best 
catches  were  made  with  swimming  the  red  worm. 
The  Nidd  was  in  grand  condition  and  some  very 
nice  sport  was  met  with  last  Saturday  at  Knares- 
boro'  and  Hunsingore.    On  Dec.  15,  Mr.  D.  White 
had  good  sport,  his  combined  catch  of  roach, 
chub   and   grayling  weighing   about    141b.  The 
Wharfe  has  been  in  fair  trim   and  .some  nice 
sport  has  been  met  with  in  the  upper  reaches,  also 
at  Harewood,  Woodhall,  and  Collingham  Bridge. 
At  the  present  time  the  weather  is  again  abnormally 
mild-— in  fact,  more  like  May  than  December.  By 
the  time  readers  have  read  the  Fishing  Oazette  we 
shall  be  amidst  Christmas  holidays.    I  wish  one  and 
all  a  Merry  Christmas  and  tight  lines  during  the 
festivities. — John  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North    of   Scotland.— Dee,  Don,  etc.  The 

rivers  are  again  in  high  flood,  and  only  on  Saturday 
last  they  were  down  to  the  lowest  level  and  freezing 
fast.  After  a  week's  snow  and  frost  a  sudden  fresh 
set  in  on  Sunday,  and  the  prospects  of  a  touch  of 
the  old-fashioned  winter,  so  much  to  be  desiderated 
before  Christmas,  are  as  far  off  as  ever.  The  spawn- 
ing season,  however,  is  now  all  over,  and  kelts  are 
beginning  to  fall  back  from  the  lower  reaches  and 
the  side  streams,  which  is  about  the  only  good  thing 
that  follows  a  spell  of  open  weather.  The  tidals  of 
the  Dee  and  Don  have  been  swarming  with  what 
is  apparently  a  run  of  fresh  finnock,  but  whether 
these  are  from  the  sea  on  account  of  the  stormy 
weather  or  from  the  reaches  above  is  a  bit  of  a 
mystery  that  has  yet  to  be  solved.  Being  the  close 
season  there  can  be  no  angling  for  them,  so  that 
only  observation  from  the  bank  is  possible.  Several 
reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Don  have  been  let  during  the 
past  week  to  former  tenants  at  last  year's  rentals 
Dr.  Sharpies,  R.N.,  and  Capt.  Horn,  the  Clyde! 
have  taken  the  Pitmedden  water  for  the  season,  and 
the  Aberdeen  Trout  Anglers'  Association  have  all 
but  fixed  up  the  Earl  of  Kintore  for  the  Balbithans. 
On  the  Dee  the  best  of  the  spring  waters  in  the 
market  have  already  been  arranged  for,  but  there 
are  one  or  two  of  the  lower  sections  still  "hanging 
fire."  Much  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  spiing 
as  to  the  sport  that  may  be  obtained  on  these 
lower  beats,  but  for  the  past  few  years  they  have 
yielded  much  better  residts  than  the  mid-sprine 
reaches. — G.  M. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Aberystw3rfch. —  The  weather  here  during  this 
and  last  week  has  been  uncertain,  but  fair  catches 
of  whiting,  conger  and  skate  have  been  had.  The 
fishing  at  times  has  been  greatly  interfered  with 
by  numerous  dogfish,  and  to  make  an  Aberystwyth 
man  scowl  it  is  only  necessary  to  say,  "  Bow,  wow  " 
to  hirt/. — Aber.  '  ' 

Ballinsfcelligs. — Sport  has  been  good  at  whiting, 
but  only  a  few  boats  have  been  out.  The  takes 
averaged  about  forty  fi,h  to  each  hand-line,  and 
were  principally  had  a  little  seaward  of  Horse 
Island.  The  weather  is  still  favouralJe,  and  sport 
is  hkely  to  continue  good  while  it  keeps  so.  The 
fish  had  were  not  as  big  as  those  had  earlier  in  the 
year. — T.  J.  D. 

Bumham-on-Crouch.- The  rod  and  fine  anglers 
have  been  doing  but  verv  linle  with  the  fish  here 
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Sport  has  been  at  its  worst,  but  the  Stow  boat  nets- 
men  have  been  getting  bushels  of  good  whiting,  pout, 
dabs,  and  codling;  the  heaviest  of  the  latter  fish 
scaled  just  over  71b.  The  tides  will  be  all  right  for 
angling  this  holiday  time,  but  I  think  there  will  be 
more  doing  with  the  gun  than  with  the  rod  and  line 
here. — J.  Wright. 

Oarryuane  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  of  a  good  des- 
cription continues  to  be  had  off  the  Coomaconclane 
shore  and  inside  Scarift  Island.  A  few  pollack  have 
been  had  occasionally.  Weather  fine,  but  sea  a 
little  rough  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  foggy  weather  not  many 
boats  have  been  out  the  last  two  days,  but  those 
that  have  ventured  out  secured  fair  takes  of  cod 
and  codling;  but  the  whiting  are  very  scarce  at 
present,  and  the  long  liners  and  sprat  boats  have 
been  rewarded  with  good  take«  of  fish.  Should  any 
angling  gentlemen  wish  to  try  fishing  here  during 
the  Christmas  Holidays  tides  will  suit  fairly  •well, 
and  this  week-end  all  day  fishing.  —  Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Fair  numbers  of  cod  and 
codling  have  recently  been  taken,  but  whiting  are 
still  very  scarce,  though  sprats  are  being  caught 
daily  in  paying  quantities,  and  it  was  generally 
expected  that  the  whiting  would  follow.  Some  good 
takes  of  codling  were  made  on  Friday  (Dec.  14),  Mr. 
E.  Cross  landing  the  largest  fish,  a  codling  of 
51b.  7oz.  On  Saturday  (Dec.  15)  codling  were 
again  freely  in  evidence,  but  no  cod  were 
taken,  Mr.  Holt-SchooUng  having  fish  of  3^1b.  and 
2Jlb.,  which  were  the  heaviest  of  the  day.  Mr.  J. 
Allen,  Mr.  J.  Spence,  Mr.  Waddell,  Mr.  Buckle,  and 
Mr.  Glen  did  but  little  on  the  following  day,  though 
Mr.  Allen's  catch  included  a  plump  5lb.  codling. 
Pier  anglers  on  Dee.  17  comprised  Messrs. 
Adams,  Richardson,  Rose,  Bond,  Beasley, 
Buckle,  Holt  -  Schooling,  Lanchester,  Back- 
house, Higman,  Waddell,  Allen,  Spence,  Brinton, 
Hume.  Hulke,  Piper,  Baker  and  Evans, 
together  with  two  ladies,  Mrs.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Dodd. 
Some  really  good  mixed  catches  were  made,  the 
two  largest  fish  being  a  cod  of  61b.,  which  fell  to 
Mr.  Spence's  rod,  and  one  of  5Jlb.  taken  by  Mr. 
Piper.  The  day's  catch  also  included  about  half  a 
score  of  very  fine  dabs,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans 
had  half  a  score  of  whiting  of  good  size.  Colonel 
Synge  headed  the  list  on  Tuesday  (18th)  with  a  total 
of  321b.  of  sizeable  fish,  which  included  five  cod,  the 
largest  of  which  scaled  13|lb.  Master  Hart  took 
some  large  dabs,  Mr.  Tress  and  Rev.  W.  Boyce 
each  creeled  a  few  of  various  species.  Mr.  Adams 
made  a  good  bag,  his  heaviest  fii^h  weighing  8^1b., 
and  Mr.  Burslem  had  a  like  quantity.  Mr.  Baird 
and  Mr.  A.  R.  Richardson  caught  a  few  pouting 
early  on  Wednesday  (Dec.  19),  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Branseombe,  Mr.  B.  Branscombe,  Mr.  H.  Collyer, 
and  Mr.  Odell  fished  for  the  major  portion  of  the 
day  with  little  success,  the  water  being  very  clear. 
Colonel  Backhouse,  who  was  somewhat  late  upon 
the  scene,  secured  a  nice  codling  of  4^1b.,  and  Colonel 
Synge  made  a  fair  mixed  bag. — J.  Richardson. 

Ding'le. — No  anglers  have  been  out  during  the 
past  few  days.  Previously  some  good  takes  of  hake 
were  had.  Sea  angling  may  now  be  considered  at 
an  end  heie  for  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 

FlymoTitli. — Fishing  for  both  amateurs  and  pro- 
fessionals is  very  much  disorganised  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  I  suppose  Christmas  festivities  and  holi- 
days attract  their  attention.  I  am  glad,  however, 
to  see  that  there  has  been  a  very  big  catch  of  her- 
rings, nearly  all  the  boats  coming  in  loaded,  this 
will  be  a  godsend  to  the  fisher  folks,  who  have  for  a 
long  time  been  doing  very  little.  The  followers  at  the 
piers  have  been  very  few,  but  some  gowd  baskets  have 
been  taken.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  seo  an 
enthusiast  with  big  sea-boots,  oilskin  trousers  and 
overall,  and  south-wester  tied  tight  under  his  chin, 
standing  on  the  pier  for  hours  together  heedless  of 
the  rain  ;  with  his  pipe  turned  upside  down  he  seems 
to  enjoy  himself.  The  mullet  are  still  taking  in  the 
docks,  but  they  are  not  biting  very  freely. — William 
Heaeder  (B  S.A.S.). 

Valeutia. — Whiting  are  still  being  had,  and  in 
the  Portmagee  direction  some  hake  and  ling  are 
being  taken.  Weather  favourable,  but  sea  too 
rough  at  times  for  successful  angling.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — No  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  fishing  has  been  given  up  for  the  year  and 
the  boats  put  into  winter  quarters.  On  the  whole, 
the  year  has  been  a  very  disappointing  one  as  far  as 
pollack  are  concerned.  From  Aug.  15  to  Dec.  1  sport 
was  good  at  whiting  and  haddock,  the  best  takes 
being  had  in  the  vicinity  of  theHoghead.  Gurnard 
and  bream  furnished  good  sport  during  the  autumn 
months.  Bass  fishing  at  no  time  furnished  good 
sport,  and  rock  fishing  was  generally  backward. 
— T.  J.  D. 


Curate  :  "  I  suppose  you  meet  with  many  igno- 
minious disappointments  in  your  calling  ?  "  Fisher- 
man :  "  Wot  sort  of  fish  be  they,  sir  ?  " 


Associations,  etc. 


Barrow  Angling  Assooi.\TtoN. 
Tlie  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Dee.  13 
at  the  Hotel  Majestic.  The  meeting  was  opened 
by  Mr.  R.  H.  Nelson,  of  Ulverston,  and  later  on 
it  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  James  Fisher,  the 
president  of  the  association.  The  reports  from  the 
committee,  secretary,  and  treasurer  were  favour- 
ably received.  The  committee's  report  showed  that 
during  the  year  arrangements  had  been  made  for 
some  stream  fishing  at  the  upper  end  of  Woodland 
Beck,  to  which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee 
to  introduce  a  fresh  lot  of  trout.  The  secretary 
read  a  letter  from  the  present  mayor  stating  .his 
willingness  to  become  a  vice-president  during  his 
term  of  office,  as  has  been  the  custom  with  previous 
mayors.  The  committee  expressed  their  regret  that 
Mr.  Murray,  of  Duke-street,  was  giving  up  the 
hatching  of  ova  for  the  association,  an  undertaking 
which  he  has  so  well  carried  out  for  the  last  six 
or  seven  years,  and  Mr.  Murray  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  the  association  as  a  slight 
recognition  of  his  valuable  services.  The  treasurer, 
Mr.  Robertson,  also  intimated  his  desire  to  be 
relieved  from  his  office,  which  he  had  held  for  five 
years.  The  resignation  was  received  with  much 
regret,  and  Mr.  Robertson  was  later  on  elected  as 
one  of  the  committee.  Mr.  J.  H.  Jackson  received 
the  thanks  of  the  association  for  having  dviring  the 
past  two  years  taken  over  the  20,000  alevins  after 
leaving  the  hatching  trays  of  Mr.' Murray,  and 
which  had  been  so  carefully  tended  and  fed  by  him 
during  four  months  of  the  year,  and  before  they 
were  removed  to  the  rearing  pond  at  Poaka  Beck 
Reservoir,  and  the  meeting  later  on  luianimously 
appointed  Mr.  Jackson  a  vice-president  and  to  take 
charge  of  25,000  ova  this  year  to  be  hatched  out 
under  his  care,  for  distribution  in  the  association's 
waters.  The  balance-sheet  showed  an  income  for 
the  year  of  £52  4s.  7d.,  and  after  deducting  expendi- 
ture a  balance  is  carried  forward  of  £5  17s.  Id. 
During  the  year  20,000  alevins  have  been  removed 
from  the  rearing  pond  at  Poaka  Beck  to  the 
reservoirs  at  Poaka  Beck  and  Ormsgill.  After  the 
election  of  officers  and  committee,  the  president 
gave  a  r^sum('  of  the  doings  of  the  association,  and 
spoke  of  how  it  was  initiated  in  1888  by  himself, 
the  late  Alderman  Park,  Mr.  Murray,  Mr.  Gawne, 
and  one  or  two  others,  and  expressed  his  great 
pleasure  at  the  success  of  the  association,  and  at 
the  very  healthy  condition  in  which  it  was  at  the 
present  time.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
president  concluded  the  meeting.. — W.  Bradley,  Sec. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Mason's  Hall  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  18), 
being  the  concluding  meeting  of  the  old  year,  was 
the  occasion  of  a  special  supper  and  smoking  concert, 
over  which  Mr.  T.^Gilbert  very  successfully  presided. 
There  was  a  very  full  attendance,  and  the  capital 
repast  (abundant  and  well  served)  fully  sustained 
the  high  character  of  Masons'  Hall  catering.  The 
smoking  concert  was  very  successful,  an  immense 
programme  of  songs,  recitations,  instrumental 
pieces,  etc.,  being  capitally  rendered  by  the  follow- 
ing members  and  friends  i — Messrs.  Barrett  (who 
presided  at  the  piano),  Bassett,  E.  H.  Cox,  Clark, 
Field,  Frawley,  Freeman,  Loneon,  Mason,  Merritt, 
Orpin,  Pain,  Vagnolini,  Frost,  White,  and  Wilmot. 
There  were  but  few  toasts,  and  speeches  were  brief 
bvit  effective.  However,  the  proceedings  were 
very  enthusiastic,  and  musical  honours  were  accorded 
to  Mr.  Crumplin  ("  Old  Izaak,"  of  The  People), 
as  representing  the  Press,  "  The  Chairman,"  "  The 
Hon.  Sec,"  "  The  Visitors,"  and  "  The  Artists." 
Two  gentlemen,  proposed  Dec.  4,  were  duly  elected. 
An  interesting  feature  of  the  evening  was  the 
passing  round  of  "  The  Loving  Cup,"  the  great 
challenge  cup  being  filled  with  a  generous  concoc- 
tion, and  used  for  the  first  time.  The  toast  of  the 
"  C.L.P.S.,"  enthusiastically  honoured,  and  the 
singing  of  the  National  Anthem,  closed  a  most 
successful  entertainment.  The  next  meeting  takes 
place  on  Jan.  1,  when  Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  will 
read  a  paper,  which  will,  doubtless,  attract  a  large 
attendance — Mr.  Thompson's  ability  in  a  literary 
way  being  well  known. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  year  is  generally  charac- 
terised by  the  performance  of  a  very  small  amount 
of  business,  but  this  year  an  exception  to  the  rule 
was  made,  and,  under  the  able  guidance  of  Mr.  W. 
Dick,  a  lot  of  useful  and  pleasant  work  was  got 
through.  Amongst  other  matters  it  was  arranged 
that  the  annual  general  meeting  should  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  29,  1907,  and  that  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association, 
would  kindly  read  a  paper  before  the  society  on 
Jan.  22.  The  subject  of  his  paper  is  "  Fishing 
Laws  (England  and  Wales),  with  Suggestions  for 
Alterations."    The  subject  is  a  wide  one,  and  will 


certainly  lead  to  great  discussion,  but  this  is  just 
what  Mr.  Woodruff  wants,  and  with  this  object  in 
view  the  society  will  warmly  welcome  anglers  and 
friends  from  all  angling  clubs,  in  order  that  all 
shades  of  opinion  may  be  voiced.  The  netting 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  at  Chesham  on 
Dec.  22,  is  postponed  till  the  Saturday  following 
(Dec.  29).  Will  those  who  propose  being  present 
plea.se  communicate  with  the  hen.  see.  ?  Last 
Saturday's  (Dec.  15)  netting  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  over  1  cwt.  of  capital  roach.  It  was  with  deep 
regret  that  the  meeting  heard  of  the  death  of  one 
of  our  members — Mr.  R.  Wright.  A  vote  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  late  Mr.  Wright's  family  was  passed. 
A  specimen  of  the  Loch  Leven  Eyed  Fly  Box, 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Marston  in  his  "  Occasional 
Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  was  forwarded  l)j- 
Mr.  Robertson.  There  is  nothing  novel  in  its  con- 
struction, but  as  it  is  both  useful  and  handy,  holds 
five  dozen  flies,  and  costs  only  Is.  6d.,  there  is  no 
doubt  it  will  find  a  ready  sale.  A  few  members 
were  out  fishing,  but  had  nothing  to  record,  one 
party  on  piking  bent  finding  their  lake  covered 
with  a  thick  coating  of  ice.. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  well-attended  meeting  on  Dec.  19  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagles  presiding. 
Since  our  last  report  a  number  of  good  fish  have 
been  captured  by  our  members,  but  none  up  to  the 
Highbury  specimen  standard,  and,  therefore,  not 
retained.  Two  members  were  elected,  and  another 
nominated  for  election.  IThe  club  fishery  at 
Barford  is  now  in  fine  condition,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  river,  which  rises  very  rapidly,  will  not 
be  too  thick  or  high  for  our  anglers  this  Christmas- 
tide.  Next  Wednesday,  being  Boxing  day,  there 
will  be  no  meeting,  but  the  "  Highbury "  toast 
will  be  observed  according  to  usual  custom. ^ — • 
Hon.  Sec.  J 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
(Dec.  17)  meeting,  but  angling  experiences  were  of 
a  very  limited  character.  A  pleasant  time  was, 
however,  spent  examining  under  powerful  glasses 
the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of  some  grayling, 
which  latter  had  been  killed  on  the  Itchen  by 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Poole.  There  were  seven  or 
eight  different  kinds  of  small  flies,  several  parasitic 
worms,  spiders,  hydrachnidae,  etc.,  and  other  odds 
and  ends,  showing  that  the  menu  of  the  grayling  had 
been  pretty  diversified  if  not  substantial.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  President  and  to 
Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  for  the  trouble  they  had  taken  to 
"  bottle  "  the  peculiar  collections  and  exhibit  them 
for  the  edification  of  the  members.  There  will  be 
no  meeting  on  Christmas  Eve.. — Hon.  Sec.||^  f^if  |Pj 


PFoviiieial  flugling  liotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  rivers  at  the  time  of  writing  are  very 
much  out  of  condition,  as  after  my  notes  left  me  a 
change  came  over  the  weather,  and  we  had  about 
two  inches  of  snow  with  frost  and  rain  to  follow  ;  this 
made  things  bad  for  us.  We  are  now  in  for  some 
very  dull,  dreary  and  muggy  weather  for  the 
time  of  year,  all  traces  of  the  late  frost  and 
snow  have  vanished,  and  if  the  rain  will  only 
keep  off  we  may  be  able  to  get  to  our 
favourite  spots  during  the  holidays.  Angling 
pursuits  have  been  at  a  standstill  during 
the  'past  week.  All  our  clubs  have  had  a  most 
successful  year,  from  all  points  of  view ;  there  has 
been  a  large  increase  of  members,  and  financially 
they  are  all  in  a  sound  condition.  In  only 
a  few  instances  have  fresh  officers  been  elected, 
the  members  being  more  than  satisfied  with 
their  old  and  tried  servants.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
the  clubs  have  fixed  the  dates  of  their  annual 
contests,  which  appear  on  their  contribution 
cards,  together  with  the  selected  place.  The 
large  St.  Paul's  club  are  looking  forward  to  a 
jolly  time  this  Christmas,  as  they  are  again 
having  their  annual  ball  on  Dec.  26  and  27.  The 
new  travelling  cards  for  the  coming  year  have  not 
as  yet  been  received  from  the  railway  companies, 
as  there  are  about  8000  that  have  to  be  officially 
stamped  by  the  Midland  at  Derby  and  the 
London  and  North-Western  at  London,  but  they 
are  expected  to  be  shortly  to  hand.  The  Pro- 
vincial Association|are  well  in  time  with  their  cards, 
which  have  received  the  official  stamps  and  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  branch  secretaries. 
Some 'few  months  ago  otters  were  noticed  on  the 
Avon  above  Evesham,'  and  two  were  taken  with 
traps  ;  since  then  others  have  been  noticed  below  the 
place  mentioned,  at  Chadbury,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Bom- 
ford  deserves  the  thanks  of  anglers  for  taking 
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HowiETOUN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 


Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 


OF 


TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING."  Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 


Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova. 

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish,  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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two  more  from  the  river  about  a  week  ago.  The 
otter  hounds  and  their  owners  would  find 
sport  in  this  neighbourhood.  I  hope  that  all  our 
readers  will  have  a  Merry  Christmas,  and  that  they 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  casting  their  lines  in 
pleasant  places. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  have  been  rather  upset  by  the 
sudden  disappearance  of  the  snow,  which  caused  a 
good  deal  of  water  to  come  down  from  the  high 
lands,  and  some  of  the  streams  have  consequently 
been  in  a  partial  state  of  flood.  They  were  recover- 
ing during  the  middle  of  the  week,  "and  should,  in 
the  absence  of  more  rain  or  snow,  be  in  good  trim 
for  the  Christmas  holidays.  Anglers  who  contem- 
plate a  visit  to  the  Witham  are  recommended  to 
give  the  middle  reaches  a  trial  for  roach,  for 
some  very  nice  fishing  will  imdoubtedly  be  had 
at  Bardney  and  Kirkstead.  A  friend  of  the 
writer's  who  visited  this  district  a  week  or  ten 
days  ago  got  some  excellent  roach,  many 
of  them  scaling  over  1  lb.  each.  At  Dogdyke, 
too,  I  anticipate  good  sport  amongst  the  red  fins, 
and  also  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Sleaford  Canal. 
Pike  fishermen  are  recommended  to  give  the  Forty- 
foot  a  trial.  Some  fine  fish  have  been  killed  recently 
on  the  lengths  between  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's 
Bridge,  and  from  the  writer's  own  experience  there 
is  no  bettflr  stream  for  pike  fishing  at  this  time  of 
the  year. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin  is  again  in  a  state  of  flood.  Poor  old 
stream !  On  account  of  the  heavy  traffic  on  rail- 
ways during  the  holidays  stocldng  operations  liave 
been  abandoned.  In  Liverpool  the  usual  extensive 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  holidays.  Rods 
in  this  city  appear  to  revel  in  defying  the  weather 
when  arranging  for  excursions.  Little  is  heard 
from  Warrington,  Bolton,  Wigan,  and  other  impor- 
tant towns.  x4inswering  inquiries  as  to  suitable 
coarse  fishing  waters  for  the  holidays,  perhaps 
Northwich  and  Pickmere  are  the  two  in  favour  just 
at  present.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  is  to  hand 
from  either  the  Kibble,  Wyre,  or  Lune.  Breeding 
reports  from  our  hatcheries  are  fairly  satisfactory. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

"  Ichabod  "  adequately  describes  the  situation  in 
this  city  pi-catorially.  Absolutely  nothing  is  going 
on  at  tackle  dealers  ;  our  locals  appear  to  lack  the 
pluck  to  buy  presents  for  friends  for  fear  of  giving 
useless  presents.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society  have 
organised  a  new  department  for  boys  under 
eighteen  years,  but  they  must  hold  their  meetings 
away  from  any  public-house.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  had  a  very  good  meeting  on  Dec.  17. 
Three  new  members  were  accepted;  several 
important  alterations  in  the  rules  are  suggested. 
On  Wednesday  an  important  committee  meeting 
was  held  in  preparation  for  the  big  meeting  on 
Jan.  7.  With  a  few  exceptions  our  clubs  finish  1906 
after  a  successful  year. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Wretched  weather  has  been  in  existence  for  some 
days  past,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  Trent  was 
rising  rapidly.  In  forty -eight  hours,  dating 
from  the  night  of  Dec.  16,  the  volume  of  the 
river  had  increased  by  five  and  a  half  feet. 
Needless  to  say,  there  will  be  little  or  no 
pike  fishing  during  the  festive  season.  Last  week- 
end some  very  fine  lots  of  roach  were  creeled,  chiefly 
by  the  aid  of  the  worm  used  on  tight-floating  tackle 
in  the  rests  and  other  quiet  spots  immediately 
adj  oining  the  banks.  Sport  above  the  average  was 
enjoyed  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  Radcliffe,  Hovering- 
ham,  .and  Rolleston.  Substantial  bags  were  als  - 
made  in  Mr.  J.  Webster's  lake  at  Wilford ;  this  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  was  full  to  overflowing, 
and  the  rise  is  bound  to  place  plenty  of 
additional  fish  in  its  waters.  It  is  fed  direct  by 
the  river,  and  is  a  favourite  resort  during  these 
short  days  of  Nottingham  votaries.  Doings  appear 
to  have  been  quiet  on  most  of  the  reaches  above 
the  city,  and  a  marked  improvement  must  be  noted 
before  prospects  brighten,  say,  at  Sawley,  Shardlow, 
and  Weston.  Likely  enough  the  heavy  swell  will 
set  the  big  bream  on  the  feed  in  the  last-named 
fishery. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  rods  have  been  out  this  week,  and  the 
prospects  for  Christmas  hohdays  are  anything  but 
rosy,  for  there  is  a  lot  of  water  in  the  rivers,  and 
the  Severn  is  very  much  discoloured  and  on  the 
rise.  Some  fine  roach  were  taken  with  the 
tmall  red  worm  just  as  the  water  was  on  the 
lise,    but    sport    is    all    off    for    the  present. 


The  Good  Intent  Club  held  their  prize  distribu- 
tion and  supper  at  their  headquarters,  the  Glouces- 
ter Arms,  ou  Dec.  13,  Councillor  Palmer  in  the  chair, 
supported  by  the!  president,  Mr.  A.  Harding,  and 
the  secretary,  Mr.  Gillham.  There  was  a  large 
attendance.  The  prize  winners  were :  H.  Jones,  F. 
Boaz,  F.  Ford,  jun.,  W.  Blissett,  F.  Clarke, 
S.  .Cummings,  J.  Allen,  S.  Jones,  etc.,  Mr. 
W.  Blissett  winning  the  Challenge  Cup  and 
cash  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish  taken  in  the 
three  contests.  The  secretary  announced  that  there 
was  a  balance  to  be  carried  forward  to  the  coming 
year.  The  chairman  proposed  success  to  the  club, 
and  the  secretary  responded.  The  president!  pro- 
posed a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  donors 
of  prizes,  which  was  responded  to  by  the 
chairman,  who  spoke  of  the  club's  success- 
ful season,  and  wished  it  every  prosperity  in 
the  future.  The  following  contributed  to  the  har- 
mony : — Messrs.  Allen,  Bayers,  Clarke,  Blissett, 
Ford,  and  Bowcott.  The  Barbourne  Brewery  Club 
had  their  annual  smoking  concert  and  distribution 
of  prizes  at  their  headquai-ters,  the  Barbourne  Inn, 
New  Bank-street,  on  P'riday  evening,  Mr.  A.  Allen, 
the  president,  in  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr. 
R.  Wingfield  (district  secretary),  Messrs.  H. 
Abell,  A.  Millus,  White,  T.  Handley,  etc. 
The  secretary's  report  showed  the  club  to 
be  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  During  the  year 
they  had  spent  more,  their  membership  had  in- 
creased, and  they  had  a  large  balance  in  hand. 
They  had  had  four  competitions  during  the  season, 
th«  second  being  acomplete  failure.  The  prize  winners 
in  the  first  contest  were  :  first.  H.  Osborne  ;  second, 
A.  Millus.  Third  contest :  first,  J.  Langstone ; 
second,  F.  Brazier ;  third,  A.  Millus ;  fourth,  E. 
Perry ;  fifth,  F.  Mutlow ;  sixth,  H.  Osborne ; 
seventh,  A.  Turner ;  eighth,  H.  Abell ;  ninth, 
J.  Fellows  ;  tenth,  J.  Ford.  Fourth  contest :  first, 
F.  Brazier ;  second,  A.  Millus ;  third,  A. 
Crockett;  fourth,  T.  Hanley ;  fifth.  J.  Fellows; 
sixth,  J.  Ford.  Special  prize  for  heaviest  fish  taken 
during  the  season,  Mr.  A.  Millus.  The  musical 
programme  was  most  successfully  carried  out,  Mr. 
North  presiding  at  the  pianoforte.  Mr.  R.  Wingfield 
proposed  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
which  was  carried  with  musical  honours.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  also  given  to  the  donors  of 
prizes  and  the  gentlemen  who  had  so  ably  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony  of  the  evening. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Early  in  the  present  year  an  addition  was  made 
to  the  fishing  rights  on  the  River  Foss,  and  the 
York  and  District  Amalgamation  in  their  annual 
report  state  that  the  river  would  supply  plenty  of 
good  sport  if  it  was  partially  cleared  of  weeds  and 
a  reasonable  quantity  of  water  allowed  to  remain. 
But  there  is  no  encouragement  to  clear  out  weed.s 
unless  the  constant  running  out  of  the  water  is 
remedied.  During  the  summer  the  society  tried  to 
induce  the  Navigation  Committee  of  the  Corporation 
to  retain  more  water  in  the  upper  levels  at  Tow- 
thorpe  and  Strensall,  but  the  water  is  still  run  off 
repeatedly,  and,  it  is  alleged,  very  often  un- 
necessarily. Both  sides  of  the  River  Nidd  at  Ham- 
merton  Mill  Dam  are  now  open  to  members  of  the 
Amalgamation,  who  can  also  cross  Skewkirk  Bridge 
free  of  toU.  So  far  the  attempt  to  acquire  a  length 
of  fishing  on  the  Derwent  below  Sutton  Dam  has 
not  been  successful,  but  there  are  fair  prospects  of 
acquiring  a  good  length  on  anolher  part  of  the  river. 
The  Amalgamation  freely  discussed  the  Faber  Cup 
rules,  to  which  the  following  addition  was  made:  — 
"  Providing  a  member  is  not  picked  in  the  team  of 
the  club  through  which  he  is  affiliated,  and  he  has 
been  a  member  of  another  club  for  at  least  six 
months,  he  shall  be  eligible  to  fish  for  that  club 
without  paying  any  extra  fee."  A  big  roach  was 
netted,  but  broke  away  and  escaped.  Mr.  A.  Hodgson, 
of  Rosebery-street,  York,  recently  encountered  a 
fighting  pike  in  ,the  Derwent.  After  being  hooked 
below  the  left  shoulder,  the  fish  made  desperate 
efforts  to  get  away,  struggling  for  twenty  minutes 
or  more.  With  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  C.  E. 
Harling,  who  accompanied  Mr.  Hodgson,  the  pike 
was  successfully  netted.  It  weighed  181b.  A  No.  9 
roach  hook  and  a  No.  1  plaited  silk  roach  line  were 
used. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  rather  wild  a^id  wet,  but 
generally  favourable  for  spawning  operations.  So 
far  th»  spawning  season  has  been  a  satisfactory  one, 
and,  generally  speaking,  poaching  has  been  well 
kept  down.  In  many  districts  poachers  do  most 
harm  about  Christmas  time,  but  owing  to  the  valu- 
able aid  by  the  constabulary  poachers  do  not  have 
matters  all  their  own  way,  which  would  otherwise 
be  the  case,  especially  on  those  rivers — and  they 
are  many — where  there  is  not  a  sufficient  staff  of 
bailiffs.  Sea  fishing  is  still  carried  on  herj  and 
there,  and  sport  has  been  generally  good  at  whiting,  j 


NoBTH  OF  Ireland. 
With  the  advent  of  soft  south-westerly  winds 
almost  April-like  in  mildness.  Jack  Fro^t  has  taken 
a  back  seat,  and  the  prospects  of  a  typical  Chri-,tm  a  s 
are  more  remote.    Despite  this,  coarse  fishing  is  not 
raising  much  enthusiasm  amongst  its  devotees  so 
far,  but,  as  a  rule,  the  Christmas  holidays  afford  an 
opportunity  of  "rubbing  off  the  edge,"  until  the  trout 
fishing  season  re-opens  on  many  waters  five  weeks 
from  now.  In  parts  of  Louth  and  Meath  the  poaching 
of  salmon  during  the  close  season  is  a  regular  business, 
founded  on  a  sound  financial  basis.  So  systematically 
is  the  thing  carried  out,  that  a  poaching  society, 
with  the  usual  officers,  treasurers,  etc.,  actually  exists 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  things  out  in  a  proper 
manner.    One  of  the  features  of  this  society  is  a 
reserve  fund  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  fines 
inflicted  on  any  of  the  members  who  are  so  unfor- 
tunate as  to  fall  under  the  ban  of  the  law.  Whilst 
money  is  being  expended  on  hatcheries,  no  eftort  is 
being  made  to  cope  with  the  real  evil,  the  number 
of  bailiffs  being  ridiculously  small  in  these  districts. 
In  connection  with  the  preservation  of  the  rivers  in 
tlie  Londonderry  District  during  the  close  season, 
the  following  force  of  men  is  maintained  on  the 
principal  spawning  rivers :  Culdaff  river,  six  ;  Roe, 
nine;  Faughan,  eleven;  Burndale,  fifteen;  Burn- 
dennett,  eighteen  ;  Finn,  twenty-nine  ;  Derg,  forty- 
seven  ;  Glenelly,  forty-five ;  Mourn  and  Strule,  and 
their  tributaries,  from  Lift'ord  to  Omagh, ninety-seven ; 
exclusive  of  three  men  permanently  at  Sion  Mills 
Weir;  sea  coast,  seventeen,  manning  two  steam 
launches  ;  estuary  of  the  Foyle,  twenty-one,  manning 
a 'steam  launch  which  patrols  the  estuary — total, 
320,  of  which  250  are  in  the  employment  of  the 
Board,  and  68  in  the  employment  of  the  Foyle  and 
Bann  Fishery  Company. 

Limerick. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Limerick 
Board  of  Conservators,  Col.  Massy  Westropp,  J. P., 
presiding,  letters  were  read  from  the  Chief  Secretary's 
Office,  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries,  acknowledging  receipt  of  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Conservators  that  legislation  should  be 
introduced  for  effecting  changes  iq  the  seasons 
during  which  salmon  or  other  fish  might  be  caught. 
The  secretary  of  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Association, 
London,  wrote  that  the  association  would  urge  the 
chief  secretary  to  introduce  into  Parliament  a  Bill 
dealing  not  only  with  the  matter  in  question,  but  also 
with  some  other  important  points  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Salmon  Fishery  Laws.  They  were  about  to 
attend  as  a  deputation  before  Lord  Carringfcon  with 
a  view  to  the  Government  pressing  forward  the 
English  Salmon  and  Fresh  Water  Bill,  and  if  they 
succeeded  in  that  the  next  step  the  Association 
would  take  would  probably  be  to  urge  upon  Mr. 
Bryce  to  introduce  and  press  forward  an  Irish 
Salmon  Amendment  Bill. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  SALMON  ANGLING 
ON  THE  TWEED  AND  TEVIOT. 

Fob  another  season  the  salmon  rod  angling  on 
the  above  rivers  has  again  come  to  a  termination. 
The  season,  which  legally  closed  on  Friday,  Nov.  30, 
was  brought  to  an  abrupt  termination  on  the 
Thursday  night  instead.  The  cause  of  this  sudden 
curtailment  was  the  fact  that  a  sudden  flood  of 
between  3ft.  and  4ft.  quite  unexpectedly  upset 
the  calculations  of  the  disciples  of  Old  Izaak  ;  so 
much  so  that  many  anglers  who  were  on  their  way 
to  the  various  casts  and  fishing  grounds  were  abashed 
to  find  that  their  chances  of  fishing  for  that  day, 
and  also  for  the  season,  had  so  tragically,  as  it  were, 
been  brought  to  a  sudden  stop.  So  much  for  the 
vagaries  of  the  weather  in  this  northern  clime  of 
ours.  All  tlirough  the  atitumn  season  tlie  rivers 
had  been  rising  and  falling  at  frequent  intervals, 
and  for  some  days  before  the  season  ought  to  have 
closed  this  was  the  case  ;  but  there  had  been  no 
serious  premonition  of  so  seriovis  a  disturbance, 
and,  therefore,  much  chagrin  and  disappointment 
were  indeed  felt  by  those  piscators  who  had  intended 
to  fish  the  season  on  the  legal  closing  day.  But,  alas  ! 
this  was  ordered  otherwise,  and  "homeward"  was 
the  cry  all  round  of  the  sorrowing  Waltonia.ns.  What 
has  been  said  of  the  close  may  be  said  of  the  whole 
season ;  a  late  and  unsatisfactory  start  was  made. 
This  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  want  of 
floods  after  and  before  the  net  fishing  closed.  The 
floodless  period,  after  Sept.  14,  when  the  nets  are 
removed,  lasted  fully  four  weeks  ;  and  this  in  itself 
was  a  serious  curtailment  of  the  usual  angling 
season  during  the  back-end.  It  would  also  have 
been  worse  for  everyone  concerned  had  the  uniform 
close  time  for  salmon  all  over  the  country  been 
adopted  as  proposed,  this  suggested  simple  ex- 
pedient reducing  the  angling  season  by  cutting  off  the 
last  month^or  more,  and  without  imposing  any  com- 
pensating conditions,  thus  just  making  the  autumn 
fishing  close  when  it  had  scarcely,  fairly  begun 
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"NAVY"  MIXTURE 

A  TRULY  DELIGHTFUL  TOBACCO. 


JOHN   I»JL,AYER   &,  SOl^, 

MOTTIMGHAM, 

will  forward  Testing  Sample,  post  free,  to  Applicants 

mentioning  this  Paper. 


lV[IJLiX>, 

1/8  per  i-lb.      5d.  per  oz. 

IVIEDIUIVI, 

1/6  per  i-\b.      4id.  per  oz. 


A  choice  of  Cocoa 

Either  the  most  nutritious 
and  strength-giving 

EPPS' 

Grateful— Comforting. 

COCOA 

A  delicious  drini;  and 
 a  sustaining  food. 


to  suit  youp  taste. 

Or,  a  lighter  and  thinner 
drink,  refreshing  and  stimulating. 

EPPS'S 

COCOA 
ESSENCE 

Welcome  at  any  hour 
of  the  day. 


AOARTPD  Pfl       I  TD.  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle 

I    Ufl II  Ikll    Ob    UUiy    L  Manufacturers, 

371,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  &  108  &  110,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.G., 

Telegraphic  Address Pishqig,  London. "      AND  Telephone  :  1129  Central 

11,  SOUTH  MOLTON  STREET,  W. 

Telephone  :  550  May  fair. 

^THE  GREATEST 
IMPROVEMENT  IN  FLIES 
OF  THE  CENTURY. 

The  most  natural  Plies  tied.  The  natural 
appearance  of  Plies  with  Celluloid  bodies 
has  never  been  equalled. 

elluloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 

The  best  results  in  1906  were  obtained  on  the 
R.  B.  M.  Patent.  Fly  Fishers  should  have  their 
favourite  patterns  copied  with  a  Celhiloid  body. 

per  doz. 

Wet  Flies   2/ 

Floating  Plies    2/6 

Loch  and  Sea  Trout  Flies       ...  3/ 

Tliese  Flies  are  tied  by  experienced  fly-tyers,  and  the  highest  class  materials  only  used  with 
Hutchinson  s  hooks.  ' 


X 


MAICOIII  &  CO. 

NO  MOREJHEAVY  WADERS. 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  21/- 

"THE  FEATHERWEIGHT" 

WADINCJROUSERS,  42/- 

R.  B.  Marstor,  Esq.,  says  :  "These  new  waders  are  a  great  comfort. 

—Fishing  Gazette,  June  23,  1900. 
"  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness 
or  material,  but  in  the  sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

 —Field,  June  30,  1900. 

3,  GREEN  sI^EEtTlEICESTER  SQUARE. 


For  ^ 

Preserving  and  Waterproofing 
BOOTS,  LEGGINGS, 

Fishing  Lines, 
HARNESS,  SADDLERY, 

MACHINE  BELTING, 
MOTOR  CLUTCHES, 

and 

all  kinds  of  leather  articles, 

NO  " RUBBING  IN"  REQUIRED. 

The  only  Leather  Oil  used  in 
the  German  Army. 

IN    TINS,    WITH    BRUSH    COMPLETE    \    **  ^/"»  *  */*  each,  or 
  (    1/3,  2/4  &  4/6,  post  -Free. 

To  be  had  of  all  Dealers,  or  direct  from — 
The    IVIafS    Oil    Co.)    10  &  12,  Milton  street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


TACKLE  DIRECT  FROM  THE  MAKER  TO  THE  ANGLER. 

QUALITY  GUAItANTEEI). 


A  HANDSOME  &  USEFUL  PRESENT 

Foi*  your  anglingZfriend  is  a 

WYERS  FRERES 

ROD,   REEL,   OR  LINE. 

Send  for  Catalogue  to-day,  Post  Free, 
WYERS|[FRERES,|CONTINENTAq  WORKS,  REDDITCH. 


Telephone:  23i  Redditch. 


Manager  :  ALBERT  SMITH. 


UP-TO-DATE 
PIKJJACKLE 

THE  "JARDINE"  ROD 

(Improved  Pattern  . 
Hollow  Butt,  to  hold  the  Two  Tops,  35/-. 

THE  "YOREDALE"  ROD 

As  used  by  many  of  the  Leading  Anglers  of 
Yorkshire. 

In  three  qualities,  12/6,  15/-,  25/-. 

"  JARDInT"  SNAP  TACKLE, 

3d.  each.       Improved  Pattern,  4cl.  each. 

J.  E.  MILLER, 

W,  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 
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The  spring  salmon  fishing  was,  as  a  wliole,  a  pros- 
perous one,  though  it  varied  in  different  locahties. 
The  vveatlier  was  open,  free  to  a  degree  from  frost, 
and  the  number  of  fish  caught  was  well  up  to  the 
average  of  recent  years  in  some  cases,  and  well  over 
it  in  others.  Lessees  and  proprietors  alike  pro- 
nounce the  past  season  to  have  been  a  most  i  - 
appointing  one,  owing  to  the  bad  start,  and  to  the 
frequent  disturbed  state  of  the  rivers  and  the  un- 
settlement  of  the  fish.  The  salmon  and  grilse,  as 
a  whole,  liowever — more  especially  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  season — were  abundant,  and 
well  spread  throughout  the  river.  It  was  remarked, 
however,  that  salmon  were  very  shy  to  rise  to  tlie 
fly,^  and  in  some  cases  they  had  to  be  "  gone  down 
to  "  and  made  to  take  them.  On  some  casts  where 
it  was  usual  to  get  good  sport  the  reverse  was  the 
case,  and  on  others,  where  it  seemed  most  unlikely  to 
get  fish,  they  were  got  almost  as  it  were  for  the  asking. 
As  regards  the  general  produce  of  the  main  river 
(Tweed),  the  number  of  salmon  and  grilse  caught  wa 
in  excess  of  last  year's,  but  then  the  latter  was  one 
of  the  poorest  seasons  experienced  for  a  good  many 
years  back.  About  the  second  week  in  October  a 
very  slight  flood  afforded  the  first  opportunity  of  the 
ascent  of  salmon  and  grilse  to  the  upper  angling 
waters,  and  to  large  numbers  of  fish  which  had 
congregated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  ;  and  a  good 
run  of  these  came  up  as  far  as  Sprouston  Dub,  and 
there  they  seemed  to  make  their  home  ;  or  it  might 
have  been  that  there  was  not  sufficient  water  for 
them  to  travel  further  up  the  river,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  there  they  made  a  sojourn  for  a  very 
long  time.  From  that  time  to  the  next  rise  in  the 
river  an  exceptionally  good  spell  of  sport  was  had 
in  that  locality.  Some  notable  captures  were  made 
in  these  waters  where  the  fish  had  taken  it  into  their 
heads  to  combine  and  stay.  On  Oct.  16  Mr.  Cod- 
man,  one  of  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith's  guests, 
caught  twenty  fish — twelve  salmon  and  eight  grilse 
— 2851b.  in  all.  Mr.  Goodman  had  half  a  dozen, 
and  Sir  R.  Griffith,  Bart.,  had  three  the  same  day. 
On  the  same  day,  on  the  Sprouston  river,  the  Earl 
of  Eglington  and  other  friends  of  Captain  Trot  er 
had  twenty-six  salmon  and  grilse  ;  so  that  in  one 
day  this  stretch  of  water  yielded  no  fewer  than  fifty- 
five  fish.  Amongst  other  notable  takes  during 
the  season  was  that  of  nineteen  fish,  salmon  and 
grilse,  got  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Roxburghe 
on  Nov.  12,  on  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  and 
also  that  of  fifteen  got  by  Mr.  A.  Steel  on  the  lower 
water.  His  Grace  had  the  largest  day  last  season, 
when  he  had  ten  fish.  On  the  Mertoun  middle 
water,  Mr.  C.  B.  Balfour,  M.P.,  and  the  Hon. 
Alex.  McDonnell  had  seven  fish,  1521b.,  and  on 
the  previous  day  Mr.  Athole  Hay  Marlfield  had  ten 
fish,  weighing  1641b.  On  Wark  Water  Mr.  McCulloeh 
had  ten  on  Nov.  26,  but  on  many  days  he  could 
not  fish,  the  water  being  too  heavy.  There  was 
again  this  year  a  marked  absence  of  especially 
heavy  fish,  but  a  very  great  preponderance  of  grilse, 
raiiging  in  weight  from  61b.  to  101b.,  and  the  ma 
jority  of  the  salmon  would  average  from  141b.  to 
201b.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  that  got 
by  Mr.  W.  Forrest,  Kelso,  on  the  Carham  Water, 
and  scaled  401b.  As  usual,  towards  the  close  of 
the  season,  a  few  early  spring  fish  were  got ;  one, 
12|lb.,  by  Colonel  Clinton  at  Birgham.  A  peculi- 
arity on  all  the  fishings  was  the  preponderance  of 
male  fish.  Towards  the  end  of  the  season  the  rivers 
were  in  splendid  order  for  spawning  fish  to  lay  their 
ova  down,  and  it  has  been  anticipated  that  a  good 
season  has  been  had  for  that  purpose.  The  follow- 
ing takes  were  sent  in  after  the  fishing  closed,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  be  had  sooner  : — 
!■  On  the  Bolside  Water  {Mr.  Scott's)  the  total  kill 
for  the  seasoR  was  120,  compared  with  seventy 
m  1905  ;  of  these  forty-six  were  spring  fish,  the 
remainder  being  got  in  October  and  November. 
A  disappointing  season  was  had  on  the  Mertoun 
(middle)  water,  constant  floods  being  the  cause  of 
failure,  the  total  for  the  season,  118 — 79  salmon 
and  thirty-nine  grilse — being  somewhat  below  the 
average  number,  and  weights  ruled  low.  On 
Nov.  26  Viscount  Dalrymple,  M.P.  (Scots  Guards), 
had  three  salmon— 191b.,  171b.,  171b.— and  one 
71b.  grilse.  Mr.  Balfour,  the  same  day,  had  seven 
fish  and  a  brace  of  grilse— 191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b., 
171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  101b.,  and  81b.  On  the  27th 
Mrs.  Howard  had  a  221b.  salmon  and  a  grilse  of 
81b.,  and  Lady  Mina  Balfour  was  this  day  initiated 
a  lady  angler  by  killing  her  first  salmon  of  161b. 
On  the  28th,  Captain  A.  Stirling  (of  Keir)  had  a 
salmon  of  11  lb.  and  a  grilse  of  81b  ;  the  Hon.  Robt. 
Scott  a  51b.  grilse.  On  the  29th,  Viscount  Dal- 
rymple had  a  brace  of  salmon  of  201b.  and  a  91b. 
grilse.  On  the  Rutherford  Lodge  Water,  on  Nov.  21, 
Mr.  W.  M.  Smythe  had  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and 
on  the  23rd,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  one  of  101b.  ;  on 
the  24th,  Mies  Muriel  Lucas  had  one  salmon  of  101b  , 
Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  three  of  21  lb.,  12^1b.,  and 
101b.  ;    Mr.  J.  C.  Lucas  had  also  three  of  191b., 


lUlb.,  and  161b.  On  the  26th,  Miss  M.  Lucas  had 
one  of  101b.,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Lvicas,  three  salmon  and  a 
brace  of  grilse,  191b.,  151b.,  81b.,  and  8|lb.  ;  Mr. 
M.  P.  Lucas,  a  brace  of  salmon  of  201b.  and  101b. 
respectively  ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Lucas  had  four  salmon  and 
a  brace  of  grilse,  221b.,  191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  71b. 
and  81b.  On  the  27th,  Miss  M.  Lucas  had  one 
salmon  of  161b.,  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  killed  three 
salmon  of  21  lb.,  181b.,  and  141b.,  and  Mr.  J.  C. 
Lucas  a  grilse  of  61b.  On  the  Makerstoun  fishings, 
which  are  usually  best  in  low  waters,  the  takes  were 
not  what  might  have  been,  the  river  seldom  being 
S  T  all  enough  for  good  takes.  One-half  of  the  fish 
taken  were  males,  and  the  quality  all  round  was 
excellent.  On  Nov.  21  Mr.  Fyfe  Jamieson  and  Mr. 
F.  J.  Douglas  had  each  one  salmon,  171b.  and  loilb. 
respectively.  On  the  26th  Mr.  A.  Clarke  Preston 
had  three  salmon,  241b.,  201b.,  and  171b.  ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Leadbetter  had  a  brace,  231b.  ancl  17 Jib. 
On  the  27th,  Mr.  Francis  Usher,  one  161b.  salmon  ; 
Mr.  Leadbetter,  one  of  191b.  On  the  28th,  Miss 
Middell  Corre,  a  brace  of  salmon  of  161b.  and  181b. 

On  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water  the  returns 
are  below  the  average,  the  total  for  the  season 
being  139  fish— thirty  spring  salmon  and  109 
autumn  fish.  The  best  day  was  that  referred  to 
above.  On  Nov.  27,  Viscount  Dalrymple  had  three 
salmon,  151b.,  201b.,  and  251b.  Lady  Edith  Trotter 
had  also  the  same  lot  of  salmon — 171b.,  191b.,  and 
151b.  On  the  28tli,  Mr.  C  B.  Balfom-,  M.P.,  had  a 
brace  of  fish,  81b.  and  91b.  ;  Lady  Mina  Balfour 
a  brace,  151b.  and  161b.  ;  Lady  Edith  Trotter, 
two,  211b.  and  131b. ;  Viscount  Dalrymple,  a  brace, 
91b.  and  101b.  respectively.  On  the  29th,  Lady 
Dalrymple,  one  of  161b.  ;  while  Lady  Mary  Lyon 
had  a  brace,  81b.  and  181b. 

On  the  Floors  Castle  lower  water,  although 
not  fished  out  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  the 
result,  though  better  than  last  year,  was  not  up  to 
the  average.  The  best  day's  sport  got  is  as  referred 
to  above.  On  Nov.  28,  Viscount  Dalrymple  had 
a  good  day,  getting  half  a  dozen  fish— 301b.,  221b., 
191b.,  171b.,  171b.,  and  one  of  161b.  On  the  29th, 
Capt.  Trotter  had  four  fish— 181b.,  161b.,  121b.,  and 
121b. 

On  the  Ednam  House  water  the  fishings  were 
fairly  good  for  the  season,  and  can  compare  favour- 
ably with  other  years.  On  Nov.  20,  Mr.  Scott  had 
one  fish  of  81b.,  and  on  the  21st  he  had  four,  261b., 
23pb.,  221b.,  191b.,  and  Mr.  Lees  a  brace  of  71b. 
and  91b.  each.  On  the  22nd  Mr.  Lees  had  three, 
211b.,  191b.  and  171b.  ;  and  Mr.  Stott  one  of  151b. 
On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Stott  had  a  brace  of  salmon  of 
91b.  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  Lees  one  of  l^lh.  On  the 
24th,  Mr.  Lees  one  salmon  of  211b.  ;  on  the  26th, 
Mr.  Lees  had  a  good  day,  killing  five  fish  of  201b., 
191b.,  161b.,  101b.,  and  8Ib.  Mr.  Stott  one  of  81b.. 
on  the  28th.  Mr.  Lees  was  lucky  to  get  a  spring 
salmon  of  101b  ,  and  another  fish  of  171b.,  while 
Mr.  Stott  had  a  91b.  grilse. 

The  Birgham  autumn  fishing  is  reported  as 
very  disappointing  ;  most  of  the  fish  were  also  of 
poor  quality.  The  spring  fishing  was,  however, 
good.  The  total  catch  for  the  year  was  311 — 
221  salmon,  eighty-six  grilse,  and  four  sea-trout. 
Last  year  the  total  was  197  fish.  On  Nov.  27,  Mr. 
Erskine  had  an  181b.  salmon.  On  the  28th,  Capt. 
Learmont  had  one  salmon  of  21  lb.  and  a  grilse 
of  101b.  ;  the  Earl  of  Home  a  231b.  salmon  ;  29th, 
Col.  Clinton  a  brace  of  salmon  of  12Jlb.  and  241b. 
respectively ;  Lord  Douglas,  a  brace  of  salmon 
of  161b.  and  181b.  ;  Earl  of  Home  a  21  lb.  salmon 
and  a  101b.  grilse. 

On  the  Carham  water  more  f,han  half  the  salmon 
taken  were  males.  The  total  catch  was  290  fish. 
The  best  day's  fishing  was  Mr.  McCulloch's  ten 
on  Nov.  26,  and  the  heaviest  fish  was  Mr.  Forrest's, 
of  Kelso,  which  weighed  401b.  Last  year  the  total 
was  128,  and  the  heaviest  fish  321b.,  got  by  Mr. 
Gordon  Wilson.  On  Nov.  26,  Mr.  McCulloeh  ten 
fish — on  the  lower  water' — five  salmon  and  five 
grilse,  the  weights  being  21  lb.,  201b.,  181b.,  141b., 
131b.,  lOTb.,  91b.,  91b.,  71b.,  and  6lb.  On  the  27th, 
Mr.  W.  Robson,  four  salmon  and  one  grilse— 19lb., 
181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  and  71b;  Mr.  McCulloeh,  four 
salmon,  211b.,  191b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  four  grilse, 
101b.,  lOlb.,  91b.,  and  51b.  respectively ;  Mr.  W. 
Kerse  one  161b.  salmon  and  a  61b.  grilse.  On  the 
28th,  Mr.  Collingwood  had  a  salmon  of  201b.,  and 
a  grilse  of  91b.  ;  Mr.  McCulloeh  two  salmon  of  131b. 
and  171b.  each,  and  four  grilse,  91b.,  91b.,  9lb.,  and 
81b.  On  the  •29th,  Mr.  Little,  one  salmon  of  211b. 
and  five  grilse,  91b.,  8lb.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  61b. ;  Mr.  F.  H. 
Lloyd,  three  salmon  of  171b.,  161b.,  121b.,  and  Mr. 
McCulloeh  three  of  201b.,  181b.,  121b.,  and  three 
grilse  91b.,  81b.,  and  5lb. 

The  Lennel  water  has  done  fairly  well.  On  the 
28th,  Capt.  Waring,  Lennel,  had  a  7|lb.  grilse,  and 
on  the  29th  he  had  one  of  7Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Tumard, 
Preston  Kirk,  had  three  grilse  of  81b.,  81b.,  and 
7ilb. 

On  the  Lees  Water,  on  the  29th,  Mr.  W.  Kirton, 


Sunderland,  had  two  salmon  of  11. Jib.  and  181b. 
This  water  produced  134  fish,  as  against  101  last 
year.  Heaviest,  241b.  ;  most  got  on  one  day, 
seven  fish. 

Twizell  Water. — The  association  had  eighty-four 
fish,  being  twenty-four  short  of  last  year's  take. 
The  Chapel  stream,  which  did  so  well  "last  season, 
was  this  season  an  entire  failure,  the  heaviest  fish 
got  being  only  21  lb.  Cornhill  water  has  done  well, 
having  yielded  seventy-three  fish  as  against  thirty- 
six  last  season  ;  heaviest  1 81b.  Lennel  water  this 
season  has  given  up  twenty-seven  fish,  as  against 
eight  last  year.  The  waters,  however,  were  not 
fished,  some  days  there  never  being  a  rod  on  them. 
In  the  Norham  district  the  season  has  been  a 
splendid  one ;  in  fact,  the  best  for  many  years, 
over  200  fish  having  been  landed.  The  feviot 
has  again  been  a  disappointing  river.  This  water 
is  mainly  fished  by  the  members  of  the  Kelso 
Angling  Association,  by  ticket  from  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Roxburglje,  and  the  captures  will  have 
fallen  short  of  the  usual  number  by  at  least  a  round 
dozen  for  the  season.  During  the  last  week  of  the 
fishing  only  one  was  taken  from  the  stream,  and 
that  was  got  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  Kelso,  and 
weighed  r51b.  A  few  spring  fish  were  got  early 
in  the  season,  but  the  whole  take  would  not  exceed 
twenty-five  fish  for  the  season. 

To-day  (Dec.  18)  the  rivers  are  in  full  flood,  the 
gauge  marking  a  4ft.  rise.  Maxwhbel. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  members,  after  disposing  of  the  Deal  Com- 
petition, lost  no  time  in  affording  to  all  hands 
seasonable  amusement.  Gales  of  wind,  heavy  seas 
round  the  coast,  and  weather  quite  broken  up  do 
interfere  with  the  pleasures  of  sport.  The  society's 
snug  rooms  at  Fetter-lane  were  set  aside  for  a 
"smoker" — they  called  it  a  "musical  evening" — 
on  Dec.  5,  and  a  very  full  and  warm  audience 
rewarded  the  entertainment  committee  for  its  able 
and  insistent  efforts. 

On  Dec.  12  the  ladies  had  their  turn.  An  audience 
of^over  500  very  nearly  filled  the  Caxton  Hall,  and 
enjoyed  a  most  pleasing  and  comfortable  entertain- 
ment. There  was  warmth,  light,  beauty,  and  talent. 
What  more  could  be  wished  for  ?  The  records  of 
the  old  school  of  anglers  really  afford  little  informa- 
tion as  to  how  its  votaries  managed  to  please  the 
ladies.  The  new  school  of  sea  anglers  does  it  care- 
fully and  well.  At  sea  the  ladies  presence  is  always 
welcome,  and  if,  as  she  frequently  does,  she  wipes 
the  eye  of  the  mere  man  he  is  only  delighted.  At 
the  tackle  show  they  drive  shrewd  bargains,  end  at 
the  concert  fathers,  brothers,  husbands,  and,  yes, 
lovers  in  most  human  fashion  do  their  level  best 
to  please  them.  It  has  long  been  recognised  that 
to  get  the  woman  on  your  side  is  a  long  step  to 
success  in  life.  The  success  of  sea  angling  is  only 
another  case  in  point. 

Last  Wednesday  the  quiet  ordinary  meeting 
resumed  its  sway.  The-  events  of  the  past  year 
were  quietly  talked  over,  and  the  duties  of  an 
eventful  year  came  to  a  close. 

On  Dec.  22  . the  rooms  will  be  closed,  to  be  re- 
opened on  Dec.  31.  On  Jan.  2  the  usual  ordinary 
meetins,  and  on  Jan.  9  a  paper,  "■  A  Cruise  Round 
the  Adriatic,"  illustrated  with  lantern  slide?,  by 
Mr.  J.  T.  Ashby,  will  re-open  proceedings. 

It  was  officially  announced  that  the  committee, 
having  carefully  dealt  with  the  reports  of  the  results 
of  the  Deal  Competition,  1906,  had  made  the  fol- 
lowing official  awards  of  the  prizes  : — 

Boat  Competition,  Cla?s  I. — The  heaviest  weight 
of  sizeable  fish  weighed  in  on  any  one  day.  The 
society's  gold  medal  and  the  Deal  Corporatioa 
challenge  cup  for  a  take  of  641b.  4Joz.,  Mr.  Walter 
C.  Smith;  silver  medal,  6 lib.  7oz.,  Mrs.  Harvey 
MacLeay  repeating  her  performance  of  last  year, 
the  bronze  medal  of  this  class  having  fallen  to  her 
in  1903  ;  bronze  medal,  451b.  5oz.,  Mr.  J.  L.  Rooke. 

Class  II. — Heaviest  fish. — Silver  medal,  a  cod 
of  221b.  14oz.,  Mr.  E.  F.  Lamb;  bronze,  a  cod  of 
191b.  9ioz.,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 

Class  III. — Silver  medal,  five  best  cod  on  Nov.  24, 
371b.  2oz.,  Mr.  W.  Morton  Jones  ;  bronze,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Godfrey,  341b.  12oz.  On  Nov.  25,  silver  medal, 
111b.  14oz.,  Mr.  W.  R.  Harrison.  On  Nov.  26, 
silver  medal,  121b.  6oz.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Reynolds. 

Class  IV. — Nov.  24,  silver  medal,  twelve  best 
whiting,  Mr.  B.  F.  Stratton,  91b.  lljoz.  Nov.  25, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Gale,  71b.  8oz.  Nov.  26,  Mr.  H.  Marks, 
81b  lOoz. 

In  the  Pier  Competition,  on  Nov.  17,  the  society's 
silver  medal  and  the  John  Bickerdyke  challenge 
cup,  Mr.  G.  E.  Beasley.  On  Nov.  18,  silver  medal, 
F.  R.  Hadsley.  H.  P. 
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PERCH. 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Company,  Ltd. 

Have  an  enormous  quantity  of  young 
Perch  for  immediate  delivery  at  un- 
usually favourable  terms.— Apply, 
Secretary,  Scorton,  Qarstang,  Lanes. 


Box  sent  Poat  Free  for  Bd. 


FREWIN'S 

g  SPECIAL  NAILS  i 

5  5 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


Uj  For  Fishing  and  ^ 
Uj  Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
^         and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  IMLL, " 
LONDON,  S.E. 


TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 
COMPANY, 

FOR  SiLUS. 


Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout. 

Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 

Important  Notice  to  Angiers. 


WHEAT. 


99 


Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free. 

,4 drff-ess;— Manager,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St.,  Blaekfrlaps.  London,  S.E. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THB 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

Angrlera  wUhlng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION 

¥oT  Flahine  the  0am,  Onae,  ftc, 

SHOUU)  IDVBBTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addren;  o.  Market  HIII,  Cambrldira. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  IHS 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  88.  6cl. 


RAINBOWS  A  SREOIALITY, 

YEARLINGS,  2-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  14  inches,  and  a  limited 
number  of  3-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  3  lbs.  weight. 

For  further  particulars  and  prices,  apply  to  C.  W.  WILSON 
RiGMADEN  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


Eail  ol  Deomoli's  Fisieiles  &  wafer  Plam  HursBnus 

HOIL-YWELIL,,   N.  WALES. 


Speciality  in 

BROWN  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT 

in  all  stages  of  growth. 

Artificial  Foods  and  Fishery  Appliances  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Waters 
inspected  and  reported  tliereon.    For  all  particulars  apply, 

THE  MANAGER,  Fisheey  Office,  Holywell, 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

NOVEMBER,  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WEST   COASX   CSln}  ROUTE 

  BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 

Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   9i  hrs. 
GLASGOW     „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  Hi  „ 
INVERNESS  in  13^  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  ppply  to  Mr.  ROBERT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Kail  way. 
E.  MILLAR,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


LONDON 

(EUSTON) 
and 


With  New  Chapter, 


Now  Ready, 


Price  2s.  net. 


MINIATURE 
RIFLE  .  .  .  .  . 


SHOOTING  . 

Author  of  "Modern  Rifle  Shooting,"  "The  Service  Rifles,"  &c. 
With  a  Note  on  Rifle  Practice  at  Home  by  R.  B.  Marston. 

FULLY  ILLUSTRATED. 

SOME    PRESS  OPINIONS. 

'  Miniature  Rifle  Shootins  '  (Sampson  Low,  2s.  net)  Mr.  L.  R,  Tippins  has 
compiled  a  handy  l.tt  e  brochure  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  particu  ar 
i'f  in=r  implies.    One  could  only  wish,  with  Jlr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  has  written 

an  instructive  preface  to  the  work,  that  rifle  shooting  could  be  termed  with  us  a  national  pastime 
There  will  be  few  who  will  not  realise  the  advantage  of  rifle  shooting-many  will  go  furthei  and 
maintain  that  it  should  be  an  essential  part  of  the  un.iertaking  of  citizenship  to  be  at  least  con 
versant  with  the  use  of  a  firearm.    We  would,  however,  recomniend  every  one,  whethei  they  are 

w,  "/hlvi'n  "  J'"'  °L"°''  *°  ""^  "  i«  ^^ell  calculated  to  cause  many 

who  have  never  given  the  matter  a  moment's  thought  to  realise  how  simple  and  inexpensive  this 
form  of  recreation  can  be  made.  With  the  ai,l  of  Mr.  Tippin  s  book,  not  only  will  the  nniniWated 
learn  01  the  modest  outlay  reciuired  to  start  and  furnish  a  miniature  rifle  club,  but  they  will  flnd 
valuable  guidance  m  the  matter  of  selecting  rifles,  ammunition,  and  all  details  witli  regard  to  the 
purchase  and  manipulation  of  small  firearms."  •  i<=^i"u  lo  uie 

The  Spectator.—"  This  manual  will  be  found  of  the  greatest  service  to  tliose  who  are 
interested  in  the  formation  of  ciWlian  rifle  clubs,  and  should  be  in  the  possession  of  everyone 
conteiuplating  the  erection  of  a  miniature  range.  It  is  a  perfect  mine  of  information  as  to  the 
respective  merits  of  difterent  kinds  of  miniatm-e  rifles,  tubes,  and  adapters,  miniature  ran4s  and 
miniature  targets  of  every  kind  ;  and  contains  some  valuabl^liints  as  to  the  art  of  shooting  itself 
and  the  care  of  arms,  which  are  totally  absent  from  any  of  the  official  military  publications  " 


LONDON:  Published  at  the  Office  of  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Ounstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C, 


ASK 

your  Fishings- 
Tackle  iVlaker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show- 
Gards  of  the  iWholesale  Makers, 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Eedditch.) 


Aiso  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Can  be  instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


WholescUe  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 
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In  the  rock'i^  gloomy  crevice  the  bright  HoJli/  grovs. 
And  Ivy  ivavc.i  fresh  o'er  the  withering  Eotie — 
So  the  evergreen  love  of  a  true-hearted  wife 
Smooths  the  roughness  of  care — cheers  the  wititcr  of 
Jif^*  ■ — Rev.  J.  Marriott. 


More  Fish  for  the  Thames. 

The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley  Fisheries  Preser 
vation  Association  (Mr.  A.  E.  'Hobbs),  28,  Hart- 
street,  Henley-on-Thames,  sends  the  following  :• — 
On  Monday  last  (Dec.  17)  the  Henley-on-Thames 
and  District  Fisheries  Preservation  and  Restocking 
Association  turned  into  the  riv-er  at  New  Mills 
a  fine  consignment  of  stock  fish.  There  were  1030 
good  healthy  rudd,  average  length  Tin.  :  103  very 
fine  tench  up  to  and  over  31b.  in  weight,  there  being 
very  few  under  fully  21b.,  all  in  prime  condition  ; 
and  forty  perch  ranging  from  6|in.  to  7iin.  in 
length.  These  fish  were  pvirchased  at  considerable 
cost  from  a"  fish  cultm'ist  who  ia  clearing  all  the 
"  coarse  "  fish  from  a  lake  in  Wiltshire  and  stocking 
it  with  rainbow  trout.  It  is  hoped  that  the  latest 
enterprise  of  this  progi-essive  association  will  induce 
a  greater  number  of  those  anglers  who  fish  tlie 
waters  wliich  it  so  well  cares  for  to  contribute  to 
its  funds,  as  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  tlie 
association  is  entirely  supported  by  a  limited 
mmiber  of  sportsmen  who  have  the  best  interests 
of  all  anglers  in  local  waters  at  heart.  A  large 
nmriber  of  trout,  bream,  and  rudd  are  now  on 
order,  and  will  be  delivered  soon  after  Christmas. 
Most  of  these  fish  will  be  turned  out  at  Shiplake 
and  Wargrave. 

Mr.  Alfred  Abrahams,  junior,  presided  at  the 
weekly  mefting  of  the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  on 
Dec.  19.  Several  matters  of  importance  were  dis- 
cussed, and  M.  Claverie  proposed  that  the  society 
adjourn  over  the  Christma'!  holidays.  At  the  next 
mePting,  Jan.  2.  the  particulars  of  the  New  Year's 
outing  will  be  discussed,  which  will  probably  take 
place  on  Jan.  13. 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Pictorial  Comedy  is 
a  welcome  addition  to  the  hosts  of  annuals  that  are 
placed  on  the  market.  It  is  bright,  crisp,  and 
seasonable,  and  should  be  secured  by  all  lovers  of 
smart  writings  and  clever  drawings.  The  pre^entar- 
tion  plate  by  C.  Dana  Gibson,  entitled  "  Here  it  is 
Christmas,  and  they  began  saying  good-bye  in 
August,"  is  a  very  fine  engraving,  and  is  worth 
infinitely  more  than  the  entire  charge  for  the  paper. 
Messrs.  Henderson  and  Sons  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  publication,  the  price  of  wliich  is  one 
shilling,  and  is  published  at  Red  Lion  House,  Red 
Lion  Court,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 


A  FRIEND  who  hails  from  Askeaton,  Co.  Limerick, 
writes  me  that  one  Mick  Fitzgibbons  conceived  the 
idea  of  cutting  out  one  of  the  beautifully  coloured 
salmon  flies  in  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  catalogue, 
and,  putting  it  on  a  hook  to  fish  with,  "marched 
home  with  a  nice  peal  of  71b."  Did  he  ?  I  am 
afraid  he  will  not  catch  another  on  the  papea'  fly — 
— it  would  peel  off.  No,  Mick  ;  if  you  want  to  catch 
another  "  beauty"  try  the  real  thing,  with  a  bit  of 
steel  in  it. 

•  ♦  *  » 

All  our  leading  tackle  manufacturers  are  making 
a  specialty  of  "  Christmas  and  New  Year's  presents." 
At  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.'s  I  saw  a  very  pretty  present 
suitable  to  a  lady.  It  is  a  solid  silver  brooch  with  a 
real  fly — all  made  to  wear  as  an  ornament.  There 
were  six  on  a  card  for  selection,  and  included  the 
Judge,  Durham  Ranger,  Dunkeld,  Silver  Doctor, 
Jock  Scot,  Blue  Scot  (Great  Scot  !),  and  many  other 
favourite  patterns. 

*  *  *  * 

While  I  was  admiring  these  very  pretty  presents 
a  gentleman  said  he  wanted  to  make  suitable 
presents  to  his  sons,  who  were  ardent  sea  fishermen. 
There  was  a  big  discussion  on  "greenheart  and  slit 
cane  rods,  reels,  and  lines,"  and  especially  the 
various  "booms  and  paternosters" — straight-pull, 
crooked  pull,  diamond  straight  pull,  and  lever 
pull.  I  thought  it  was  time  to  come  away  when  the 
gentleman  asked  whether  they  stocked  "  Carter's 
Little  Lever  Pulls  !  " 


The  young  tourist  from  London  was  trying  to 
have  sonae  fun  at  "  The  Mick'.s  "  expense.  "  Mick," 
said  he,  "  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
'nothing'?"  "Sure,  I  can't  explain  it,  but  ye',1 
find  it  in  the  place  where  yer  brains  ought  to  be  !  " 


The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  are 
issuing  a  unique  series  of  pictorial  postcards  at  2d 
per  set  of  six.  The  interesting  towns  and  beautiful 
country  that  this  line  runs  through  should  guarantee 
a  ready  sale.  The  whole  series  (comprising  44  sets, 
or  265  cards),  which  can  be  purchased  for  7s  4d 
post  free,  forms  a  very  handsome  Christmas  present.' 

The  Gathering  of  the  Clans. 
Ok  Boxing  Day  (Dec.  26)  a  grand  shinty  matcli 
(selected  teams)  will  be  played  at  the  Windmill, 
\\  imbledon  Common,  commencing  1  p.m.  prompt.  A 
band  of  pipers,  led  by  Pipe-Major  R.  Reith,  will  plav 
pipe-marches  and  Highland  dance  music  at  intervals 
during  the  day.    A  dinner  and  social  evening  (at 
which  several  artistes  have  promised  to  assist)  will 
be  held  m  the  Grand  Hall,  Star  and  Garter  Hotel 
Lower    Richmond  -  road    (Putney    Bridge  end)" 
Putney,  at  4.30  p.m.    Cliairman,  Sir  Thomas  r! 
Dewar,  D  L.,  J.P.,  who  has  kindly  signified  liis 
intention  to  present  a  shield  for  annual  competition 
liie  presence  of  ladies  is  cordially  imited  The 
catering  is  by  Mr.  B.  Tanner,  of  Putney  and  Barnes. 
b  or  ttu-ther  particulars  and  tickets,  apply  to  Mr 
James  M.  Watson.  31,  Catherine-street;  Strand 


London  anglers— and  thousands  of  provincial 
anglers— will  remember  Mr.  W.  Cross,  the  phre- 
nologist. He  has  gone  over  the  heads  of  many 
anglers  after  dinner,"  and  told  them  some  whole- 
some truths.  Well,  he  may  be  visited  daily  at 
Olympia,  which  opens  at  Cliristmas,  and  will  be 
glad  to  renew  his  acquaintance  witli  old  friends 
He  IS  alwaj's  very  pleasant,  although  Cross. 


Christmastide. 
Pile  on  the  logs,  and  let  the  ruddy  glow 
Fantastic  shadows  throw 
O'er  holly  and  o'er  mistletoe  ; 
Illumine  the  hall,  and  let  the  sparkling  wine 

In  bmnpers  flow. 
Once  more  old  friends  we  meet, 
Fondly  the  loved  ones  greet. 
Welcome  each  guest ;  then  gaily  goes  the  feast 
With  toast  and  jest. 

To  sweet  lascivious  music  we  tread  the  mazy  dance 
Amid  a  sheen  of  glist'ning  hair. 
The  gleam  of  gems  and  jewels  rare  ; 
List  to  tlie  whispers  soft  and  low. 

With  loving  eyes'  bright  glance. 
Too  soon  the  hours  have  passed  away, 
The  bells  proclaim  the  dawn  of  day  ; 
Joyous  we  met— the  parting  gives  us  pain  : 
Good-bye  ! — Farewell  ! — we  may^ne'er  meet  again. 

—George  F.  Salter. 


The  May  Fly  is  up  ! 
Apropos  of  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  on 
Monday,  Dec.  17,  a  tortoiseshell  butterfly  was 
hatched  out  in  the  garden  of  an  old  friend  at  Gun- 
nersbury,  and  made  its  way  into  the  dining-room, 
where  it  was  secured. 


Mr.  P.  G.  RoBSON,  of  the  Lowestoft  Regatta 
and  Amusements  Committee,  sends  the  following  : 
— "  Herewith  an  account  of  the  fish  caught  with 
rod  and  line  from  Claremont  Pier  during  the  past 
two  months,  as  the  figures  constitute  a  record  for 
this  town,  and  I  fancy  they^  cannot  be  beaten  by 
any  other  pier  : — 

From  Oct.  6:  44,037  whiting,  1.56  codling 
123  dabs. 

November  :  22,144  whiting,  .544  codling,  82  dabs 
To  Dec.  6  :  2848  whiting,  87  codling,  1  dab 
Total,  72,022  fish  ;  total  weight,  9  tons  91b.  i2oz  " 


Costly  Christmas  Trees. 
The  biggest  private  Christmas  tree  ever  seen 
in  England,  according  to  the  Penny  Magazine 
was  one  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  had  cut  from 
his  own  estate,  and  conveyed,  with  much  trouble 
to  Arundel  Castle.  It  stood  70ft.  high,  weighed 
nearly  four  tons,  and  bore  on  its  branches  presents 
to  the  value  of  £4500. 

*  *  *  * 
The  Christmas  tree  which  Queen  Victoria  gave 

soon  after  her  marriage  to  the  Prince  Consort  was 
40tt.  high,  and  its  crop  of  gifts  was  valued  at  some- 
thing like  £9000. 

*  *  *  * 
A  few  years  ago  a  man  very  well  known  in  the 

racing  world  determined  to  give  a  very  swagger 
Christmas  tree  on 'the  strength  of  his  winnings  on 
the  turf.  Though  only  6ft.  high,  the  tree,  with  its 
presents,  was  worth  over  £5.500,  for  it  bore  nothing 
but  gifts  of  .jewellery,  the  l)ran(;hes  glistening  with 
beautiful  necklaces,  pins,  brooches,  and  rings. 


The  Rom.\nce  of  Ptke  Fishino. 
ITnder  the  above  lieading  a  learned  dissertation 
appeared  recently  in  a  weekl\-  contemporary  from 
which  1  "  cull  "  the  following  :  — "  Tho  pike  is  tlio 
freshwater  shark,  and  tho  only  fish  that  seems  able 
to  find  an  existence  in  tlie  same  water  with  liini  i,s 
tlie  perch,  whom  Nature  has  protected  with  a  raised 
back  and  protective  tusks  thereon.  Of  a  for- 
bidding aspect,  the  pike's  large,  square  upper  jaw 
reminds  one  of  the  ugliness  of  the  rhinoceros,  and 
his  mouth  is  closely  set  with  teeth  as  strong  as 
darning-needles,  and  as  numerous  as  the  quills 
upon  a  porcupine.  These  teeth  are  set  with  a  slope 
inward,  so  that  when  Mr.  Pike  takes  anything  into 
his  mouth  lie  must  swallow  it.  Then  the  extent 
of  his  gape— a  pike  of  301b.  weight  could  easily 
yawn  as  broadly  as  to  let  a  man's  head  into  his 
mouth.  His  voracity  is  also  tremendous — he  will 
eat,  or  at  least  swallow,  anything  from  a  yard  of 
flannel  to  a  wild  duck,  or  one  of  his  own  offsprings 
more  than  half  as  big  as  himself. 

*  *  *  * 

"  The  months  of  August  and  September  are 
usually  the  best  months  for  this  kind  of  sport,  as 
tlie  lochs  are  then  at  their  lowest  level,  and  'the 
supply  of  food  is  limited.  Thus  the  fish  more 
readily  seize  upon'any  bait,  though  Mr.  Pike  is  never 
difficult  to  catch.  The  bait  should  have  plenty 
of  colour  in  it.  We  repeatedly  took  the  bait  oiit 
of  the  pike's  throat  and  used  it  over  again.  But 
one  has  to  be  careful  in  doing  anything— extracting 
a  hook,  for  example— in  the  pike's  mouth,  as  the 
hands  may  get  torn  in  a  disagreeable  manner 
Often  did  the  apparently  dead  fish  give  a  sudden 
jump,  and  take  some  of  us  by  surprise. 

*  *  *  * 

"Pike  hooks  are  double-headed,  and  attached 
to  the  line  with  a  piece  of  pliable  brass  wire.  Gut 
would  be  useless  on  account  of  the  many  sharp 
teetli  which  line  the  mouth  of  the  fish.  "Usually 
the  line  is  attached  to  a  stake  fixed  into  the  bed  of 
the  loch  ;  in  many  cases  a  little  float  of  wood  is 
used.  The  float  is  surmounted  by  a  small  flag, 
so  that  it  can  be  seen  from  a  distance  when  the  bait 
has  been  swallowed.  And  it  is  usually  by  using 
very  large  pieces  of  bait  that  the  biggest  fish  are 
caught.  The  little  ones  may  come  and  nibble  at  it, 
but  since  they  cannot  take  it  into  their  mouths 
they  must  leave  it  till  some  giant  comes  along. 
Acting  upon  this  plan,  we  cut  our  bait  into  different 
sizes,  and  took  many  fish  over  2.51b.  in  weight.  The 
smaller  fish  we  cut  up  and  used  as  bait,  while  we 
gave  a  few  of  the  best  ones  to  whoever  around 
cared  to  eat  them.  Those  who  do  eat  them  declarp 
that  the  flesh  is  excellent.  In  Scotland  very  few 
people  will  consent  to  sit  down  to  a  pike  breakfast. 
In  England,  however,  they  are  in  high  repute, 
and  as  much  as  eightpence  per  pound  is  paid  for 
them  in  the  fish  markets." 


The  Holly  Berries. 
There  is  a  very  strange  superstition  that  the 
more  berries  holly  and  similar  plants  carry  in  any 
particular  season  the  harder  will  the  weather  be  ; 
and,  strange  to  say,  this  superstition  is  rampant 
oven  amongst  the  growers  of  the  shrub  ;  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  amount  of  berry  on  the  holly 
or  any  other  tree  has  no  bearing  whatever  in  fore- 
casting the  weather,  and  a  prolific  shower  of  berries 
will  be  caused  by  fine  weather  during  the  flowering 
season  of  the  plant,  thus  allowing  the  flowers  to 
set  well  and  make  good  berries.  Really  a  fine  ^low 
of  berries  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  is  evidence  of  a  fine 
spring  that  has  passed,  rather  than  a  forecast  of  a 
severe  winter  to  come. 


Our  "Christmas  Number" 
(published  December  8)  has  been  most  favourably 
commented  upon  by  the  London,  Provincial,  and 
Foreign  Press. 

December  22 
is  the  date  of  the  present  issue,  and  readers  are 
reminded  that  the  next  and  last  issue  of  the  year 
1906,  ^ 

December  29 
will  contain  the  index  to  Vol.  LIIL,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity is  thus  afforded  for  starting  the  New  Year  by 
fending  a  subscription  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
Vol.  LIV. 

*  *  *  *  ^ 

This  is  the  last  opportunity  that  I  have  (before 
Christmas)  of  wishing  all  my  numerous  friends  (and 
one  or  two  enemies  ?)  the  very  best  that  this  world 
can  afford — health,  wealth,  and  prosperity — ^which 
I  do  with  all  my  heart.  Bless  yer,  my  children ! 
By  the  way,  I  cannot  possibly  answer  by  letter  ali 
those  who  have  fo  kindly  remembered  me  by 
sending  so  many  Christmas  and  New  Year's  greet- 
ings, but  ho|.e  <hey  will  consider  that  they  are 
much  appreciated  by  Dragnet, 


December  22,  1906 
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*  RAILWAY  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE 
CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Premier  Railway  of  England  announce 
cheap  excursions  from  Euston  on  Monday,  Dec.  24, 
at  4.15  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the 
North  of  Ireland,  via  Fleetwood  or  Liverpool  ; 
and  at  7.30  p.m.  to  Greenore,  via  Holyhead, 
and  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the  North 
of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and  Greenore  ;  also  to 
Dublin,  via  Holyhead,  and  stations  in  the  North, 
South,  and  West  of  Ireland,  via  Holyhead  and 
Dublin,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Belfast,  Londonderry,  and  the 
North  of  Ireland,  via  Carlisle  and  Stranraer  ;  on 
Friday,  Dec.  28,  for  six,  eight,  and  seventeen 
days  ;  also  on  Monday,  Dec.  24,  for  three,  five,  or 
sixteen  days,  at  8  p.m.,  to  Dundee,  Forfar,  Aberdeen, 
and  Great  North  of  Scotland  and  Highland  stations  ; 
at  9.35  p.m.,  to  Carlisle,  Perth,  and  StirUng,  Ayr, 
Dumfries,  and  stations  on  the  Portpatrick  and 
Wigtownshire  line  ;  and  to  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
Excursions  will  also  run  to  Preston,  Blackpool, 
Morecambe,  Penrith,  Keswick,  Workington,  and 
Furness  Company's  stations ;  to  Liverpool  and 
district  ;  to  Manchester  and  district  ;  also 
Huddersfield,  Leeds,  Burnley,  Colne,  and  Nelson  ; 
also  to  Cambrian  Line  and  Central  Wales,  Shrews- 
bury, North  Staffordshire  stations,  Buxton,  North 
Wales  Coast,  Chester,  Ruthin,  etc.,  and  to  South 
Wales  on  Monday,  Dec.  24,  at  12.40  p.m.  and 
7.20  p.m.,  to  Birmingham,  Coventry,  Dudley, 
Leamington,  and  Wolverhampton ;  on  Wed- 
nesday, Dec.  26,  a  day  trip  to  Birmingham, 
Coventry,  Dudley,  Leamington,  Northampton, 
Rugby,  and  Wolverhampton.  For  further  parti- 
culars as  tb  fares  and  arrangements  for  return,  see 
special  pamphlet.  The  ticket  offices  at  Euston, 
Broad-street,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  Kensington,  and 
Willesden  Junction  will  be  open  throughout  the 
day  until  Monday,  Dec.  24  (inclusive),  so  that 
passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so 
at  any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting 
of  the  trains.  The  ordinary  and  tourist  tickets 
will  be  dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  pas- 
sengers. Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at  the 
various  booking-offices  of  the  London  and  North- 
western Railway  in  London  and  suburbs.  The 
"  inquiry  office  "  at  Euston  is  open  throughout  the 
day.  All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert 
Turnbull,  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston 
Station,  London,  N.W.  The  refreshment  rooms  at 
I^ugby,  Stafford,  Crewe,  and  Preston  are  open 
throughout  the  night. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Week-end  tickets,  available  by  any  train  (mail 
and  boat  expresses  excepted),  will  be  issued  from 
London  on  Dec.  21,  22,  and  23,  to  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Bexhill,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Canterbury,  Whit- 
stable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate, 
Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Dover,  Folkestone,  Shornchffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate, 
and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea).  These 
tickets  will  be  available  for  the  return  journey, 
Dec.  23  to  26  inclusive.  On  Monday,  Dec.  24,  a  fast 
late  train  will  be  run  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne, 
Sheerness,  Faversham,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs,  Rams- 
gate, Canterbury,  Walmer,  Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving 
Victoria  at  12.30  midnight  and  Holborn  12.30  mid- 
night, calling  at  St.  Paul's  12.32  a.m.,  Elephant  and 
Gastle,  12.37  a.m.  ;  Brixton,  12.38  a.m.  ;  Lough- 
borough Junction,  12.43  a.m.  ;  and  Heme  Hill, 
12.45  a.m.'  A  similar  train  will  also  be  run  on 
Monday,  Dec.  24,  to  Chislehurst,  Sevenoaks,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings,  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone,  and 
Dover,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  12.20  midnight  ; 
Waterloo,  12.22  a.m.  ;  Cannon-street,  12.28;  London 
Bridge,  12.34  ;  and  New  Cross,  at  12.42  a.m.  Cheap 
tickets  at  the  week-end  fares  will  be  issued  by  these 
trains  for  stations  to  which  week-end  bookings  are 
in  force.  On  Christmas  Day  several  extra  trains 
will  rvm,  but  the  ordinary  services  will  be  as  on 
Sundays.  On  Boxing  Day,  cheap  pantomime  excur- 
sions will  be  run  from  the  principal  stations  to 
London,  returning  about  midnight.  Frequent  special 
and  ordinary  trains  will  be  run  from  Victoria, 
Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  and  St.  Paul's  to  the  Crystal 
Palace  (High  Level  Station),  and  vice  versa.  During 
the  holidays  several  trains  will  be  withdrawn  or 
altered.  Cheap  return  tickets  will  be  issued  from 
London  to  Marseilles,  Hydros,  Cannes,  Grasse,  Nice, 
Monte  Carlo,  Mentone,  and  other  stations  on  the 
Frenoh  Riviera,  by  a  special  service,  via  Folkestone 
and  Calais,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.50  p.m.  on 
Dec.  22.  Cheap  excursions  will  also  run  from 
London  to  Paris,  via  Dover-Calais  and  Folkestone- 
Boulogne,  on  Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and  24  ;  also  from 
London  to  Brussels,  via  Dover-Calais,  Folkestone- 


Boulogne,  and  Dover-Ostend  from  Dec.  21  to  26, 
inclusive.  The  Casino  at  Boulogne  will  be  open 
during  the  Christmas  Holidays,  and  from  London 
cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Boulogne  from 
Dec.  21  to  26.  Cheap  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  and  Ostend.  For  golfing  at  Le  Touquot  (in 
the  North  of  France)  special  arrangements  have  been 
made.  Full  particulars  as  to  times  of  trains,  altera- 
tions in  train  services,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  the 
Holiday  Programme  and  special  train  service 
supplement. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 
This  up-to-date  company,  which  sustains  its 
claim  to  "  the  best  route  for  comfortable  travel 
and  picturesquescenery,"  has  issued  for  the  guidance 
of  holiday-seekers  an  attractive  programme  of 
excursions  in  connection  with  the  Christmas 
Holidays.  The  programme  consists  of  some  thirty 
pages  bound  in  a  strong  paper  cover,  and  contains  a 
wealth  of  information  prepared  in  a  very  simple 
form  showing  at  a  glance  where  a  passenger  can 
travel  to,  the  period  for  which  his  ticket  is  available, 
the  time  the  train  leaves,  and  fares,  routes,  etc.  The 
bookings  are  from  St.  Pancras  and  suburban 
stations,  including  Woolwich'  and  Greenwich, 
to  upwards  of  500  places  in  the  Midland  Counties, 
Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland  ;  and  the  tickets  are  available  for 
varying  periods  up  to  seventeen  days.  On  Christmas 
Day  and  every  Sunday  until  further  notice,  cheap 
day  excirrsion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Southend-on- 
Sea  from  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town,  Walthamstow, 
Leytonstone,  and  stations  on  the  Tottenham  and 
Forest  Gate  Joint  Line.  (These  tickets  are  available 
at  Benfleet,  Leigh,  and  Westcliff-on-Sea. )  Cheap 
excursion  tickets  are  issued  every  Saturday  from 
St.  Pancras  and  other  stations  to  Flitwick,  Ampthill, 
Bedford,  Turvey,  Olney,  Piddington,  Welling- 
borough, Rushden,  Higham  Ferrers,  Kettering, 
Harpenden,  and  Luton  for  half,  two,  or  three  days  ; 
and  to  St.  Albans,  Redbourn,  and  Hemel  Hempsted 
for  half-day.  Week-end  tickets  issued  on  Friday, 
Dee.  28,  and  Saturday,  Dec.  29,  from  St.  Pancras 
and  other  Midland  stations  to  the  principal  holiday 
and  health  resorts  in  England  and  Scotland,  will  be 
available  for  returning  on  the  following  Wednes- 
day, in  addition  to  the  usual  period. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

"  Home  for  Christmas  "  and  how  to  get  there. — 
Those  whose  homes  are  in  the  counties  of  Hants, 
Dorset,  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall,  etc.,  are 
fortunate  in  having  such  an  up-to-date  organisation 
as  the  London  and  South-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany to  cater  for  their  need.  For  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  passengers  holding  ordinary,  tourist, 
or  cheap  week-end  tickets,  the  principal  express 
trains  from  London  (Waterloo  Station)  will  run  in 
duplicate.  Much  time  usually  occupied  in  partaking 
of  meals  beforehand  will  be  saved,  as  passengers 
can  travel,  any  class,  by  certain  trains,  and  lunch  or 
dine  en  route  between  Waterloo  and  the  West  of 
England,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Ilfracombe,  etc..  and  to 
the  South  Coast^ — Weymouth,  Swanage,  and  Bourne- 
mouth ;  the  latter  place,  as  the  finest  EngUsh  winter 
resort,  offers  splendid  attractions  to  the  visitor  at 
all  times,  but  especially  for  the  Christmas  week-end. 
An  additional  factor  to  the  comfort  of  passengers  is 
this  company's  splendid  system  of  heating  the  car- 
riages in  the  principal  long-distance  trains,  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  severe  weather.  Business 
men  and  others  who  may  be  detained  in  town  until 
the  last  moment  will  appreciate  the  late  trains 
arranged  to  run  from  Waterloo  to  North  Cornwall, 
North  Devon,  Exeter,  and  Plymouth  lines,  also 
to  the  South  Coast,  Bournemouth,  Weymouth,  etc. 
An  early  morning  train  will  also  be  run  to  these 
parts  (except  North  Cornwall)  on  Christmas  Day. 
Additional  train  and  boat  facilities  to  the  Isle  of 
Wight  via  Portsmouth  and  Southampton.  Period 
excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  from  Waterloo,  etc., 
to  Plymouth,  Exeter,  Ilfracombe,  Barnstaple,  Bude, 
Launceston,  Wadebridge,  Bodmin,  Sidmouth, 
Exmouth,  Lyme  Regis,  Yeovdl,  Bath,  Shepton 
Mallet,  Blandford,  Weymouth,  Dorchester,  Portland, 
Swanage,  Bournemouth,  etc.  Paris  at  Christmas. — • 
FCturteen  clays'  excursion  tickets  issued  from 
Waterloo  via  Southampton  and  Havre ;  also  to 
Havre.  Fifteen-day  tickets  to  Guernsey  and  Jersey. 
Full  particulars  of  the  holiday  arrangements  are 
given  in  the  programme  issued  by  the  company, 
which  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E., 
or  at  any  of  their  London  stations  and  offices. 
Tickets,  etc.,  can  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the 
company's  West  End,  City,  and  other  London 
offices,  which  will  remain  open  later  than  usual 
the  week  previous  to  Christmas. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
In  a  worthy  spirit  of  enterprise  the  Great  Central 
Railway  Company  have  made  extensive  arrange- 


ments for  the  running  of  express  trains,  with  buffet 
car  accommodation,  at  excursion  fares,  from  Mary- 
lebone,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  22,  and  Monday,  Dec.  24, 
to  more  than  200  of  the  principal  towns  and  holiday 
resorts  in  the  Midlands,  Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  and 
the  general  districts  of  the  North.  These  facilities 
on  the  Saturday  and  on  the  Monday  are  offered  in 
order  that  the  convenience  of  different  sections  of 
the  travelling  public  may  be  suited.  By  applying 
at  Marylebone  Station,  or  any  of  the  company's 
town  offices  or  agencies,  or  sending  a  post-card  to 
Publicity  Department,  216,  Marylobone-road,  N.W., 
intending  passengers  will  be  supplied  with  an  A  B  C 
Excursion  Programme,  from  which  they  can  easily 
ascertain  just  how,  and  at  what  cost,  a  long  or  short 
journey  may  be  taken  over  this  comfortable  and 
expeditious  system. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that,  in 
addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday   to   Monday,   Tuesday,    or  Wednesday 
tickets  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broada 
districts  (Yarmouth,  Gorleston-on-Sea,  Lowestoft, 
Mundesley,  Cromer,  Sheringham,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  etc.),  which  are 
issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London 
and  suburban  stations,  there  will  be  special  excur- 
sion bookings  on  Saturday,  Dec.  22,  and  Monday, 
Dec.  24,  to  most  of  the  above  stations  ;    also  to 
Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lyrm,  Fakenham, 
Colchester,    Ipswich,    Bury   St.    Edmunds,  Diss, 
Woodbridge,  Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells,  and  other 
places  in  the  Eastern  counties  ;  also  via  the  Cathe- 
dral  route   to     Spalding,    Lincoln,  Edwinstowe, 
Chesterfield,   Hull,   Sheffield,   Huddersfield,  Man- 
chester, York,  Leeds,  Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wake- 
field, Durham,  Newcastle,  and  other  stations  in  the 
northern  counties  ;    also  on  Dec.  21,  24,  and  28, 
cheap  bookings  to  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  and  other  stations  in  Scotland. 
The  availability  of  the  return  halves  of  the  ordinary 
Saturday  to  Monday  tickets  issued  from  London  to 
country  stations  on  Dec.  22  and  29  will  be  extended 
to  allow  of  the  return  halves  of  the  tickets  to  be 
used  on  the  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  following  date 
of  issue.    Tickets  (ordinary  excursions,  etc.)  can 
be  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station, 
and  at  the  company's  City,  West  End,  and  other 
booking  offices.    Relieving  trains  will  precede  some 
of  the  principal  trains  to  Colchester.  Ipswich,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc., 
on  Dec.  21,  22,  24,  and  27.     On  Saturday,  Deo.  22, 
special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  a.m. 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc.,  at  8.45  a.m. 
for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at 
7.10  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, Diss,  Norwich,  etc.    The  12.3,  night  (supper 
train),  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clacton  will  run  as 
usual.    On  Monday,  Dec.  24,  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  8.45  a.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely, 
Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.,  at  9.25  p.m.  for  Southend, 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.,  and  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  those  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
at  12.3  (supper  car  express)  for  Chelmsford,  Col- 
chester, and  Clacton  ;  at  12.20  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich  ;   at  12.25  for  Cambridge, 
Norwich,  Fakenham,  and  Wells  ;  and  at  12.40  for 
Colchester,  Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  Nor- 
wich,  all   calling   at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations.    Certain  of  the  trains  in  the  suburban 
district  will  be  cancelled  or  modified  on  this  date. 
On  Cliristmas  Day,  Dec.  25,  with  certain  exceptions, 
the  trains  will  be  run  the  same  as  on  Sundays. 
A  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.8  a.m. 
for  Ipswich,  caUing  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations,  and  special  trains  will  also  be  run  on 
many  of  the  branch  lines  in  coimection  with  trains 
to  and  from  London.    On  Boxing  Day  the  train 
services  will  be  considerably  altered,  some  of  the 
trains  being  cancelled  or  modified.    On  Wednesday 
and  Thursday,  Dec.  26  and  27,  additional  and 
relieving  trains  will  be  run  from  the  country  stations 
to  London.    Senders  of  Christmas  hampers  and 
parcels  are  requested  to  fasten  the  address  to  each 
package  securely,  and,  as  an  additional  precaution 
against  loss  and  delay,  are  recommended  to  put  a 
duplicate  address  of  the  consignee  inside  each 
package,  also  the  name  and  addi-ess  of  sender. 


Belles  Captukes. 
Under  the  above  heading  La  Peche  Moderne 
reports  the  capture,  near  Bordeaux,  of  a  carp 
50in.  (Im.  10)  long,  and  weigliing  331b.  One  can 
understand  a  331b.  pike  running  to  50in.,  but  a 
carp  !  Om-  office-boy  translates  "  Belles  Cap- 
tures"  as  "fishing  yarns."'  But  then,  as  I  am 
always  telling  him,  he  is  too  ready  to  jump  at 
rash  conclusions. 
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WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BECGLES,  SUFFOLK, 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE.  Pereh, 
Roacti,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 

Delightfully  situated  on  tlie  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts. 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers. 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

M.  J.  McQUIRE,  Proprietor. 

GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts.— Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARP,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 
GENTLEMEN 

REQUIRING 

FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  AND 
COARSE  FISHING 

AT  MODERATE  COST 

should  apply  by  letter  to  "  G.  H.  R.," 
,   |;iCastlefranc,  Woodberry  Grove,  N. 

THEATRES. 

HAYMARKET  THEATRE .  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
—THE  MAN  FROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Mr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kennble,  Miss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  ilr.  Weedon  Grossmith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROmSING  MARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard. 
Matinee  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

S^.  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  Pall  MalL 
—Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  Irene  Vanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 

DALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
— Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English, 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  Georoe  Edwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradlleld,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Emney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Mariette 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabeth  Filth, 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening, 
and  Evie  Greene. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY 

ACCELERATED  SERVICE 

TO  AND  FROM 

Belfast  &  North  of  Ireland 

(VIA  HEYSHAM). 

THE   NEW    FAST  ROUTE. 

COKRIDOrT^PRESS  SERVICE. 


-2 -3  ; 


A 
p.m. 
6  0 
H  30 
11  45 
a.m. 
6  0 


LONDON  (St.  Pancras)  dep. 

HEYSHAM  { dep. 


BELFAST  arr.  (about) 

A — Dining  Cars  St.  Pancras  to  Heysham. 

In  direct  connection  at  Belfast  with  Breakfast 
or  Dining  Car  Expresses  to  and  from  London- 
derry, Portrush,  Antrim^^c.  

'5      B         5)     i    a,  C 


■2  "  p.m.  „  |    I  S  >.  P-in.  ii 

BELFAST  dep.  9   0  ig?  |  ■f%  11  30  S 

S-3  a.m.  ^.si    >.§  a.m.  g, 

HEYSHAM  I  ^igp  3  &  5  OgSs  II  7  25g 
LONDON  rll  i      d  *  P-m.  § 

(St.  Pancras)  arr.  I    ^  10  40   ^  10" 
B — Breakfast  Cars  Heysham  to  St.  Pancras. 
C — Breakfast  and  Luncheon  Cars  Heysham  to 
St.  Pancras. 


DIRECT   CONNECTIONS   BY   THIS  ROUTE 
FROM  AND  TO 
PRINCIPAL  PROVINCIAL  TOWNS. 


The  trains  arrive  and  depart  alongside  the 
steamers  at  Heysham. 
Luggage  transferred  free.  


Ist  Class  3rd  Class 

and  Saloon.    ]    and  Saloon. 
Single.  I  Return.    Single.  |  Return. 
^45/-   I    75/-  I  28/6  \_*5/9 


3rd  Class 
and  Steerage. 
Single.  [  Return. 
21/-   I  35/6 


SAILINGS  also  between  BARROW  &  BELFAST. 
Tourist  tickets  available  for  break  of  journey  in 
Lake  District  and  Furness  Abbey. 


Apply  to  any  Midland  Office  for  NORTH  OF 
IRELAND  MAP  FOLDER. 

W.  CUY  aRANET,  General  Manager, 


RHEUMATISM, 

SCIATICA,  LUMBAGO,  &c. 

'The  DROIT WICH  CURE' 

at  home,  by  using 

7^ 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 

4 


1,.^  Wholesale  only  of 
I  WESTON &WESTALLLTD. 

I  Beware  of  ImifaKonsiinslston  having ' 
^^ilggenuineJroihwich  Brine  CRY51jiS\ 

Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 

or  Single  Bags  Delivered  Free 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS,  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESSES,  2/3, 

BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS. 

Dept.  "  C.  " 


MUDIE'S. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  Opened  at  any 
Date  for  Three,  Six,  and  Twelve 
Months. 


TOWN  SDBSCRIPTIONS  21s.  YEARLY. 
BOOKS  OF  PAST  SEASONS  iOs.Bd.  YEARLY. 

TERMS  for  LARGER  SUBSCRIPTIONS, 
COUNTRY,     SUBURBS,     and  PARCEL 
POST  sent  on  application. 

30-34,  NEWOXFOROST.,  LONDON. 

Branch  Offices  \^^^'  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W. 

)48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  E.G. 


AnRiers  wisliiiigr  to  oDtaln 

HOTEL,  INN.  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Flailing  In  tue  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADTKRTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted  "  advta.,  25  words  for  Ig.,  prepaid. 


L  &H.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Watertord,  Cork, 
Killarney  Laltes,  Connemara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
River  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Ree. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GBBBNORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portru.sh,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  or  LIVERPOOL, 
thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 

Via  FLEETWOOD,  thence  by  Steamer 
direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 

Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 
thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast.  

See  Tourist  Programmes  Issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISOK, 
EiMton  Station.  Genersl  Manager. 


ROYAL  CHORAL  SOCIETY, 

ROTAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 

President 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT,  K.G. 
Conductor:  Sm  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thikty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  1st  JANUARY,  1907, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MESSIAH 


HANDEL, 


Miss  GLEESON-WHITE. 
Madame  CLARA  BUTT. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 


Organist :  Mr.  Balfour,  Mus.  Bao.  ■ 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6<i.  ;  Arena,  6«.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s. ,  unreserved,  4s. ;  Gallery  (promenade). 
Is.  lockets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


Eden  Fishery  Board. 

The  HATCHERY  COMMITTEE 
are  now  BOOKING  ORDERS 
for  TROUT  YEARLINGS, 
S.  FARIO.— Apply  to 

J.  B.  SLATER, 

COURT   SQUARE,  CARLISLE. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  i,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESH^M  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Pres  (fenJ— LORD  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 
Meetines  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Alaeisgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters 
at  Chesham,  a  stretch  of  the  Kennet,  and  exten- 
sive Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon,  Essex. 
There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and  Lending 
Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.  —  For 
information,  apply  to  the  Seorbtart. 

Subscription  payable  from  Janttary  1. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Members  have  Fishing  Rights  in  about  8  miles 
of  water  from  Rickmansworth  to  near  Denham, 
Uxbridge  (G.  W.  Ry.),  including  the  Harefield 
fishery.  Re-stocked  with  over  5,000  flsh. 
Country  Headquarters,  "Fisheries"  Hotel, 
Harefield.  Nearest  Stations,  Denham  (G.  C.  & 
G.  W.  Rys.)  and  Rickmansworth  (Met.  &  G.  C. 
Rys.).  New  services  of  trains  Meetings  each 
Wednesday  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
Secretary  at  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  Road, 
Westbonrne  Park,  W. 


PROPERTIES  mth  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

^be  Jflsbino  (Basette, 

B8TABLI8HBD  1876. 

Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 

Address  the  Manager — 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

BHOULD  ADVliRTISB  ID 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charge!  very  moderate. 
Addreai:  King  Street.  Allreton. 


Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 

On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
■  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  PLIES 
for  9d.,  3  doz.  for  zs.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  I J  doz,  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 

for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 
 cation.  

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Flshlnsr  Taeklo  HanufaetureFS, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties  ? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

You  oan  now  obtain  a  PoUoy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  •  limited  number  of  diseases  only) 

AND 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

JVo  JUedicaZ  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LBE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  S.W. 
DO  IT  MOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonHned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  against 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  COMPANT,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  In  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hl»  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

i.  That  death  result  within  one  month  liom 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  moriiing  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publication. 

Signed  -  

Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  Iniurance  Is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  GO. 

Limited, 

7.  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  dnly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
INSURANCB  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


THB 

maian  Sportltia  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPDRTINC  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClKOULATES  THROUGHOUT  INDIA,  CBTLOH, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 

The  Only  XUastrated  Sporting  Faper  in  the  Baat. 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &o. 
Published  every  Sunday.    Subscription  16*.  per 

annum.   Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  7d. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Timbs  or  India  Press, 
Bombay. 

London  Office :  11,  Whltetriars  St.,  Tleet  St. ,  E.C, 
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Wote5  from  fl)c  '^oxtf}. 

This  is  abeady  the  winter  solstice,  and  yet 
there  has  been  only  one  or  two  real  touches  of 
seasonable  weather.  It  has  been  a  game  of  see-saw 
between  winter  and  summer  since  the  month  of 
October. 


The  Aberdeen  Trout  Angling  Association  held 
a  "  smoker  "  in  the  Imperial  Hotel  on  the  evening 
of  Dec.  15 — the  first  of  the  kind  in  Aberdeen,  but 
it  is  not  likely  to  be  the  last. 


^Most  of  the  sea-nets  around  the  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  coasts  have  been  re-let  at  last  year's 
rentals. 


The  Deveronside  folks  are  to  be  envied.  They 
nave  the  Cabrach  Valley  for  the  asking — an  ex- 
cellent summer  trout  and  autumn  salmon  water  ; 
the  Himtly  Waters  at  a  nominal  sum  ;  and  now 
bhe  Duff  House  Waters  for  both  salmon  and  trout, 
all  the  season  through. 


But  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  North 
af  Scotland,  and  have  in  the  near  or  far  future 
the  idea  of  paying  it  a  visit,  should  make  a  note  of 
this.  Here  is  a  run  of  "  free  waters  "  that  will 
ifEord  the  better  part  of  a  month  to  cover  at  any 
iime. 


Curling  was  in  full  swing  on  Dec.  14  and  15  on 
Deeside,  Donside,  and  as  far  north  as  Dingwall, 
3ut  a  sudden  fresh  set  in  on  Dec.  16,  and  the  ice 
lot  a  scare.  Oh  for  a  spell  of  the  old-fashioned 
rather  to  tide  us  over  Christmas  !  It  would 
msure  good  angUng  waters  all  through  the  spring 
Hid  well  into  the  summer. 


There  is  a  brisk  trade  agoing  just  now  in  the 
etting  of  angling  reaches  for  the  coming  spring. 
Dr.  Sharpies,  R.N.,  and  Capt.  Home,  R.N.,  are 
ikely  to  fix  up  the  Pitmedden  Don  Water  again, 
yhile  the  Trout  Angling  Association  has  a  bid  in 
or  the  Earl  of  Eantore's  reach. 

Captain  Farquhar  has  just  been  promoted  an 
\.dmiral.  Rear-Admiral  Richard  Farquhar  is  the 
ihird  in  a  direct  line  of  admirals.  His  father 
Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  K.C.B.)  is  still  with 
is,  although  now  too  old  to  Vield  the  rod,  while 
lis  grandfather  was  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Arthur 
rarqiiliar. 


Inspector  Duncan  has  just  completed  the  filling 
)f  the  Deeside  Fishery  Board's  Hatchery  at 
Drum  with  about  1,000,000  eggs  from  the  upper 
caches  of  the  Dee.  Special  Scotch. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ov/rselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  OVERHEAD  CAST. 
•  Deab  Sib, — I  am  glad  to  find  that  my  letter  on 
his  subject  has  been  the  means  of  diverting  Mr. 
3.  G.  Levison's  valuable  and  interesting  exposition 
if  American  methods  of  bait-casting  from  its 
hreatened  destination  (the  waste-paper  basket)  to 
he  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  am  much 
'bliged  to  him  for  the  trouble  he  has  taken  in 
.nswering  my  questions. 

Although  Mr.  Levison  is  not  prepared  to  say 
hat  lighter  weights  can  be  cast  by  the  overhead 
aethod,  yet  his  own  letter  seems  to  furnish  materials 
or  deciding  the  question.  He  admits  that  the 
angest  horizontal  or  Nottingham  cast  with  a  ioz. 
reight,  of  which  he  is  cognisant,  is  one  of  176ft.  2in., 
aade  by  S.  Fry  at  Harlem  Mere.  Now,  this  is 
xactly  22ft.  Sin.  less  than  the  record  of  198ft.  lOin., 
aade  by  E.  B.  Bartholomew  at  Chicago.  It  would 
eem,  therefore,  that  an  angler  using  the  horizontal 
ast  would  stand  absolutely  no  chance  against  an 
iqually  expert  competitor  who  casts  overhead, 
f  this  assumption  is  correct,  the  restriction  enforced 
t  the  recent  New  York  Tournament  seems  to  have 
leen  superfluous. 

As  to  the  comparative  merits  of  English  and 
imerican  casting-rods,  I  do  not  think  that  anyone 
rho  has  seriously  studied  the  question  can  doubt 
hat  a  short,  whippy  rod  of  the  American  type, 
itted  with  large  agate  or  porcelain  rings,  is  by  far 
he  more  effective  weapon. 

Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  English  rod-makers 


are  gradually  beginning  to  realise  this  fact,  and 
some  of  them  are  even  turning  out  rods  which  will 
compare  not  unfavourably  with  the  best  American 
product.  ^  J        ^  ^ 

Not  long  after  I  wrote  to  you  I  had  an  oppor- 
tumty  of  trying  a  beautiful  5ft.  6in.  split-cane  rod, 
with  large  agate  rings,  by  Milward,  of  Redditch, 
which  gave  what  were,  to  me,  the  most  astonishing 
results.  Casting  on  the  grass  at  Wimbledon  Lake 
with  this  rod,  and  using  a '^oz.  lead,  a^No.  1  line, 
and  "  Facile  "  reel  (all  of  British  manufacture),  1 
made  several  side-swing  casts  of  33  yards,  and  one 
of  36  yards,  the  average  being  about  29  or  30  yards. 

No  doubt,  Mr.  Levison,  who  is  a  very  expert 
caster,  can  do  much  better  than  this  with  his 
American  tackle.  But  is  it  not  at  least  possible 
that  he  would  also  do  much  better  with  the  English 
tackle  ?— Yours  truly,  Leonabd  Cbossle. 

FRESHWATER  TORTOISES  ON  ROD 
AND  LINE. 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  note  on  "  Catching  a  Terra- 
pin "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  15,  you  say  you 
have  not  heard  of  freshwater  tortoises  being  caught 
by  an  Enghsh  angler  before.  I  may  mention  that, 
during  my  long  residence  in  Morocco,  I  frequently 
caught  them  in  the  little  River  Kseb,  near  Mogador, 
while  fishing  for  the  barbel,  which,  with  fine  eels 
and  small  grey  mullet,  were  the  only  fish  to  be  found 
in  that  pretty  little  stream.  The  water-tortoises 
could  be  seen  in  numbers,  resting  on  rocks  in  the 
sun,  or  on  the  branches  of  tamarisks  and  other 
shrubs  which  touched  the  water,  into  which  they 
dropped  with  a  startling  splash  on  the  approach 
of  the  angler.  They  frequently  took  the  worm 
intended  for  the  barbel,  and  were  rather  a  nuisance, 
owing  to  the  obstinate  retirement  of  the  head 
when  hooked  far  inside  the  shell,  a  breaking  of  the 
gut  being  sometimes  inevitable. 

I  do  not  think  they  were  of  an  edible  species  ; 
they  had  a  rank  smell  which  deterred  us  from  in- 
vestigations with  culinary  views.  In  this  little  river 
they  were  small— say,  from  the  size  of  a  saucer  to 
that  of  a  cheese-plate — but  in  lagoons  farther  north 
I  h^ve  seen  larger  ones,  and  amused  myself  catching 
one  or  two  on  a  hook  baited  with  the  entrails  of  a 
chicken  or  some  small  bird  I  had  shot. 

In  South  Africa,  himting  for  buck  in  the  bush 
with  a  comrade,  I  remember  coming  upon  a  very 
large  land-tortoise,  which  we  estimated  to  weigh 
about  401b.,  and  carried  it  to  camp  with  some 
difficulty,  and,  our  waggon-driver  pronoimcing  it 
edible,  we  butchered  it,  and  found  the  meat  adhering 
to  the  carapace  very  good  ;  also  a  dozen  or  so  of  eggs, 
which  it  would  shortly  have  laid,  the  white  of  which, 
when  fried,  remained  transparent.— Yours  truly, 

Calais.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Deab  Sib, — In  a  few  days  I  shall  probably  be  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bournemouth  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  and  would  like  to  have  some  pike 
fishing,  if  either  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could 
recommend  me  to  some  likely  waters  (either  by 
payment  or  free  fishing). 

If  another  brother  angler  would  care  to  join  me 
I  should  be  glad  of  his  company.  Thanking  you 
for  your  kind  attention  in  anticipation. — Yours 
ti'^^ly-     ^  Lucas  G.  Geab. 

Alma  Cottage,  Leiston,  Suffolk. 

[At  Christchurch  Mr.  Gear  can  get  pike  fishing 
by  staying  at  the  King's  Head  Hotel;  also  by 
staying  at  the  hotels  at  Ringwood.  He  should 
write^  beforehand  for  the  inclusive  charges  for 
boat,  man,  etc.,  and  fishing,  as  they  are  more  than 
is  paid  in  most  places  for  pike  fishing. — Ed.] 


"BASS"  IN  LAKE  WINDERMERE. 
Deab  Sib,- A  friend  and  myself,  two  amateur 
anglers,  were  arguing  about  fishing,  and  he  has 
lived  at  Lake  Windermere.  He  said  there  were 
bass  m  the  lake  ;  I  said  there  were  not.  I  wrote 
to  a  local  paper  for  a  decision  ;  my  friend  wrote  to 
the  secretary  of  the  Windermere  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  they  both  gave  different  answers,  as  you 
will  see  by  the  letter  and  cutting  I  enclose.  Will 
you  kindly  answer  us  in  your  paper,  to  which  I 
have  only  taken  for  about  three  months,  but  which 
I  think  is  the  best  paper  on  angling  that  I  have  ever 
seen. — Yours  truly,  t 

[The  local  paper  said  that  "  our  friend  must  be 
confounding  bass  with  char."  Messrs.  George 
Gatey  and  son,  secretaries  of  the  Windermere  and 
District  AngUng  Association,  replied :  "  There  are 
countless  numbers  of  bass  in  Lake  Windermere  " 
The  fact  is  that  "  bass  "  is  the  local  name  for  the 
perch,  which  aboimd  in  the  lake.  There  are  no  purely 
fresh-water  bass  in  this  country,  though  om-  salt- 
water bass  often  are  found  far  up  tidal  rivers.  Ed  ] 


A  FINE   "ANGLER"  FISH. 

Deai*  Sib, — I  measured  and  weighed  a  fine 
specimen  of  the  "  angler,"  called  here  the  "  frog 
angler "  (the  Loj)hius  piscatorius),  caught  by  tho 
fishermen  in  net.  Length,  4ft.  6iin.  ;  width  across, 
3ft.  I  Jin.  ;  mouth  at  full  gape,  12in.  by  14in.  ; 
weight,  471b.  Is  this  unusually  large  ?  — Yours' 
t'lly-  iR.  B. 

[It  is  a  fine  specimen,  but  the  "  angler  "  fish  has 
been  captured  of  nearly  double  that  weight. — Ed.J 


"  COLONEL  THORNTON'S  SPORTING  TOUR." 

Deab  Sib,— Referring  to  your  very  interesting 
article  on  Colonel  Thornton,  in  the  Christmas 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  may  I  state  that 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son  hola  a  few  copies, 
perhaps  fifty  only,  of  Thornton's  "  Northern  Tour,"' 
etc.  This  is  a  facsimile  reprint  on  large  paper, 
containing  all  the  plates,  i'rice  two  guineas  net! 
They  offer  it  now  to  cash  buyers  at  2l8.  per  copy. 
They  also  have  the  other  volumes  (five  in  the 

series),  all  of  which  can  be  had  at  21s.  each.  

Yours  truly,  W.U.TEB  Whiter. 

P.S.— All  orders  should  be  addressed  to  Walter 
Whiter,  c.o.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son,  Howard-street. 


FISHING  IN  THE  UPPER  SEVERN. 

Dear  Sib, — I  want  to  find  out  something  about 
the  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Severn,  about 
Moat  Lane  ;  and  also  whether  the  trout-fishing  in 
the  Rhiew  is  good. 

Possibly  some  of  your  readers  can  give  the 
desired  information ;  it  so,  I  shall  be  much  obliged. 
—Yours  truly,  Charles  Stoddart. 

Conservative  Club,  Liverpool. 

FISHING  AT   SIERRA  LEONE. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am  expecting  to  be  sent  to  Sierra 
Leone  next  February,  and,  having  ascertained 
there  is  a  fine  river  there  (the  Rokel)  and  plenty  of 
fish,  both  large  and  small,  I  would  be  greatly 
indebted  to  you  if  you  could  give  me  some  idea 
as  to  the  kind  of  fish  and  the  tackle  required  to 
capture  them.  I  have  been  a  bottom  fisher  for 
some  years,  and  can  use  a  wet-fly  tolerably,  but 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  fish  found  in  these  tropical 
waters.  As  a  sergeant  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  of 
course  my  means  are  limited,  but  I  can  assure 
you  I  mean  to  take  advantage  of  such  a  chance  to 
try  my  hand  at  some  big  fish. 

Perhaps  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  kindly  give  me  the  benefit  of  their 
experience  through  the  medium  of  that  interesting 
paper.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  your 
trouble.— Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Campbell 

(Sergt.  R.A.). 

[I  hope  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may 
be  able  to  help  Sergeant  Campbell.  All  I  can  do  is 
to  advise  him  to  take  a  good  strong  pike  rod,  with 
some  extra  tops,  and  spinning  lines,  reels,  and  baits 
especially  spoons  ;  also  strong  ledger  tackle.  Worms' 
are  fish  food  all  over  the  world. — Ed.] 


"A  DAY'S  FISHING  ON  A  GRAYLING 
STREAM."— AN  EXPLANATION 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  Mr.  Carter  Piatt's 
letter  of  Dec.  8,  attacking  my  article,  "  A  Day's 
Fishing  on  a  Grayling  Stream,"  he  says  I  have 
hfted  a  considerable  portion  of  ornamental  "  pad- 
ding "  from  chapter  0  of  his  book,  Anghng  Done 
Here." 

The  said  article  was  written  over  a  year  ago 
after  a  day  out  fishing,  but  I  have  no  recollection 
of  taking  any."  padding  "  out  of  his  or  anyone's 
book.  It  being  the  last  thought  in  my  head,  to  do 
such  a  thing. 

Mr.  Carter  Platts  says  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  said  article  has  been  lifted,  but  I  think  he 
has  picked  out  every  word  that  reads  at  all  like 
the  passages  in  his  book,  "  Angling  Done  Here  " 

I  remember  reading  this  book  some  time  before 
writing  the  article,  and  it  may  be  that  unwittingh- 
I  have  used  similar  sentences  as  in  "  An^^lino- 
Done  Here."  owing  to  it  probably  lingering  in 
my  mind,  but  I  think  if  the  said  article  is  read 
through  and  compared  with  chapter  6  of  "  Angling 
Done  Here  "  it  cannot  be  said  that  it  was  inspired 
from  that  chapter.  As,  however,  there  appears 
to  be  some  apology  due  to  Mr.  Carter  Platts  I 
must  express  my  sincere  regrets  for  what  I  must 
have  unwittingly  done,  and  say  that  I  am  very 
sorry  such  a  regrettable  incident  should  have 
occurred. 

Trusting  that  this  explanation  will  be  accepted  — 
Yours  truly,  a.  C.  ShIefe: 
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INFORMATION  ABOUT  SEA  FISHING  WITH 
ROD  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir. — Would  some  of  your  readers  give  me 
their  valuable  advice  on  the  following  ? 

I  might  saj'  that  I  have  been  an  ardent  hand- 
line  fisher  for  many  years,  but  since  taking  vip  the 
Fishing  Gazette  I  have  been  much  impressed  with 
the  sport  obtained  by  using  a  rod  and  reel. 

My  fishing  consists  of  fishing  in  the  Solent  from 
a  pier  for  mullet  and  bass,  of  about  21b.  weight,  and 
also  for  whiting  and  pout  from  a  boat. 

In  the  summer  I  have  six  weeks  in  the  south- 
west of  England,  fishing  from  a  boat  for  bass  and 
pollack,  the  latter  are  rather  large  fish,  scaling  up 
to  181b.  ;  these  are  caught  whiffing,  using  a  rubber 
bait. 

I  am  utterly  ignorant  of  using  a  rod,  and  should 
like  some  advice  as  to  the  choice  of  same,  what 
length  should  it  be,  with  what  rings  and  reel  should 
it  be  fitted,  and  would  one  rod  be  suitable  for  all 
the  conditions  named  ? 

I  should  also  much  like  to  fish  from  the  rocks 
for  bass  and  pollack,  using  a  fly  or  spoon  bait.  In 
order  to  do  this,  I  take  it  the  bait  must  be  cast  some 
way  ;  how  is  this  done  ?  I  have  read  several 
books  on  rod  fishing,  bvit  have  not  seen  how  to 
cast  explained — is  there  any  book  on  this  ?  What 
does  giving  the  butt  mean  ?  Any  information 
touching  these  matters  would  be  most  acceptable. 
■ — Yours  truly,  Nautical. 

East  Cowes. 

[I  advise  "  Nautical "  to  get  "  Letters  to  Sea 
Fishers,"  by  John  Bickerdyke,  published  by  Mr. 
Horace  Cox,  Field  Office. — Ed.] 


RESERVOIR  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  the  readers  o 
yoiu-  valuable  paper  give  me  any  information  with 
regard  to  trout  in  reservoirs  going  down  the  over- 
flow into  the  river  at  spawning  time  to  spawn  ?  I 
have  a  strong  opinion  they  do  go  down.  The  river 
is  polluted,  and,  once  over,  they  are  gone  for  ever. 
Any  information  on  the  subject  will  be  welcome 
to — Yours  truly,  Willie  Pogson. 

ri  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  trout 
will  drop  down  to  spawn  if  they  cannot  get  up  to 
do  so.  I  have  often  found  trout  I  put  into  one  part 
of  a  river  drop  down  overflows  at  weirs,  etc.,  which 
they  could  not  get  vip.  Mr.  Percy  Wadham  makes 
a  grand  screen  for  preventing  trout  passing  down 
a  stream. — Ed.] 


1  TONQUIN  CANE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  I  cannot  help  yovir 
correspondent,  "  West  Country  Angler,"  but  I  am 
in  the  same  boat. 

Tonquin  cane  used  to  be  both  plentiful  and 
cheap,  but  has  lately  become  so  scarce^ — indeed, 
imobtainable — as  to  suggest  the  idea  of  a  trade 
"  combine,"  and  yet  the  rice  fields  of  southern 
China  must  grow  enough  for  all  the  rod  makers  of 
all  time.- — Yours  truly,        Hildyard  Rogers. 

ON  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  am  enclosing  sketch  of  a  sea  lead 
I  have  used  for  two  years  with  same  style  gear  as 
"  Abe  "  suggests  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  8, 
except  that  I  use  from  D  to  C  lOin.  or  12in.  fine 
annealed  brass  wire  with  loops  each  end  a  trifle 
larger  than  eye  of  lead,  and  same  thickness  as  line 


D  to  C  wire  to  be  left  off  when  paternostering 
lead  is  required. 

(gimp  will  do),  instead  of  line  D  to  C  ;  and  it  rims 
perfectly  free  through  ring  of  lead,  and  it  is  possible 
to  feel  the  least  touch. 

With  this  lead  you  will  see  I  can  change  different 
weights  by  simply  unscrewing  winged  nut.  ^  ( 

This  lead  may  be  interesting  to  your  readers. — 
Yours  truly,  P.  L.  Squire. 


ON  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  8  an 
article  appears  under  the  above  heading  by  "  Abe," 
rightly  advocating  the  use  of  light  tackle,  and  also 
a  mushroom-shaped  lead,  which,  I  think,  will  be 
an  advantage,  for  the  reason  he  states,  but  I  think 
his  figure  5  will  not  stand  all  he  says  for  it. 
-  [Herewith  we  reproduce  the  illustration  (Fig.  5) 
from  De.^  8.] 


capital  sport  and  then  disappeared,  and  have  noi 
been  located  since. 

Some  I  have  spoken  to  regarding  this  matter  art 
of  opinion  that  rainbows  do  not  thrive  in  stagnant 
water,  but  d;e  and  remain  u  ion  the  bottom.  I 
should  like  to  have  the  expariences  of  other  of  youi 
readers,  if  they  would  be  good  enough  to  give  them 

With  regard  to  the  parch  taking  crayfish.  This, 
think,  is  quite  common  in  waters  where  crayfisl 


c 


The  greater  length  of  line  being  above  the  lead 
must  offer  more  resistance  to  the  tide  than  the 
short  east  below,  and  the  action  of  the  tide  bellying 
the  line  above  the  lead  will  cause  the  cork  G  to 
remain  close  against  the  lead  ring  (exactly  the 
opposite  to  "  Abe's  "  contention),  and  in  striking 
you  must  lift  the  lead,  and  possibly  with  a  jerk,  in 
recovering  the  bit  of  cast  drawn  out  by  the  fish, 
and  in  this  I  see  more  risk  of  frayed  and  broken 


are.     I  have  used  small  ones  as  hook-baits, 
have  frequently  caught  perch  with  them. — Youi 
truly,  A.  W.  S. 

[Fish-culturists  who  sell  rainbow  trout  should  b( 
very  careful  to  ascertain  beforehand  if  the  fish  art 
likely  to  do  well  in  the  water  into  which  it  is  pro 
posed  to  introduce  them,  as  no  doubt  much  disap 
p  ointment  has  been  caused  by  ignorance  of  tht 
conditions  required  for  success.    Suitable  and  im 


gut  than  any  advantage  in  the  adoption  of  "  Abe's  " 
suggestion. 

My  experience  is  that  a  line  as  taut  as  possible 
between  the  rod  point  and  lead  enables  one  to 
strike  more  quickly  and  with  less  danger  of  breakage, 
no  more  lead  being  necessary  than  to  just  sink 
the  bait  to  the  bottom,  and  the  dead-weight  in 
consequence,  on  striking,  is  little  more  than  the 
resistance  offered  by  the  hooked  fish, 

"  Abe's  "  idea  in  fishing  from  a  boat  is  far  from 
good,  as  the  lift  and  fall  of  the  boat  would  keep  the 
lead  continually  bumping,  whereas  a  lead  kept  a 
foot  or  eighteen  inches  from  the  bottom  will  avoid 
the  bumping,  but  at  the  same  time  will  not  permit 
of  his  suggestion  being  carried  out. 

My  sketch  speaks  for  itself. — Yours  truly, 

C.  H.  D. 

ABOUT  RAINBOWS,  PERCH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  I  must  write  to  compliment 
you  upon  the  excellence  of  the  Christmas  Number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  1906.  It  is  full  of  interesting 
items  from  first  page  to  last. 

Page  418  gives,  amongst  other  things,  an  account 
of  "A  Well-fed  Rainbow  "  and  "  A  Perch  Taking 
Crayfish."  That  rainbow  evidently  found  every- 
thing to  his  liking,  and  Mr.  Kingscote  is  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  its  capture.  I  wish  I  cou^ld  think 
the  two-year-old  rainbows  turned  into  our  water 
(a  lake  of  about  1|  acres)  last  December  had  grown 
in  a  like  manner.  During  the  past  summer  I  have 
tried  all  sorts  of  means  to  get  "  attached  "  to  one, 
but  without  success,  and  at  last  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  have  mysteriously  disappaared, 
although  there  is  no  ovitlet  beyond  a  fine  mesh 
grating  which  allows  the  surplus  water  to  get  away 
into  the  drains.  The  secretary  of  a  Liverpool  club 
told  me  that  some  time  ago  they  put  into  their  water 
(a  lake  with  no  waterway '  from  it)  2000  yearling 
rainbows.    During  the  first  two  years  they  gave 


limited  food  supply  is  the  great  recpiirement,  n 
where  the  natural  supply  is  poor  the  fish  should 
fed  well  on  special  fish  food — then  they  will  do  we 
if  water  is  good.  In  old  ponds  which  have  an  acc 
mulation  of  mud  trout  never  do  well.- — Ed.] 


WHITING  AT  CALAIS. 

Dear  Sir,^ — After  an  excellent  codling  seas 
from  the  middle  of  August  till  the  begirming 
October — we  do  not  generally  get  them,  except 
odd  one  or  two,  after  September — the  whitii 
came  in  later  than  usual,  and  not  in  as  large  numbi 
as  last  year,  but  of  better  size  than  eustomai 
especially  from  the  end  of  the  pier,  and  after  dar 
many  being  Jib.  or  |lb. 

I  have  heard  of  catches  up  to  ten  dozen 
persevering  and  late-fishing  anglers,  using  two 
three  rods,  but  since  the  recent  stormy  weatl 
they  have  become  scarcer.    Trying  on  Dec.  1 
I  only  got  thirteen,  plus  four  dabs,  three  go 
flounders,  and  a  small  codling.    Sprats  are  ve 
scarce  here  at  present,  but  we  hear  of  iinmei 
shoals  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ostend,  and  ho 
some  may  come  oiu"  way,  as  more  whiting  ^\ 
probably  follow  them,  and,  perhaps,  a  few  wini 
codling.    It  is  curious  that  the  latter  are  such  r; 
visitors  with  us  after  September,  when  the  whit 
come  in- — the  contrary  being  the  case  at  Deal. 

With  the  heartiest  greetings  of  the  season  to  t 
Editor,  "  Dragnet,"  and  all  readers  of  Ihe  Fish 
Gazette. — Very  faithfully  yours, 

Calais.  Chas.  A.  Payton 


EAST  INDIA  CANE. 
De.ui  Sir,— Your  correspondent  "  Knotty  "  ;i 
others  will  find  they  will  be  able  to  get  Tonq 
and  other  materials  for  rod-making  at  Willian 
in  Great  Queen-street,  Kingsway,  London.— Yo 
tnaly,  Rod  Builder 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  Happy  New  Year. 

In  wishing  Fishing  Gazette  readers  in  all  parts  of 
the  world  a  Happy  New  Year  and  good  sport,  I 
must  take  this  way  of  thanking  many  of  them  who 
have  sent  greetings. 

Putting  my  own  Suggestion  to  the  Test. 

I  have  to  thank  the  manager  of  the  Fishing 
Tackle  Department  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Co- 
operative Society,  Victoria-street,  S  W.,  for 
enabling  me  to  test  two  salmon  rods  of  16ft.,  one 
of  greenheart  and  one  of  split-cane,  made  to  match 
each  other  in  length  and  diameter  of  joints  as 
nearly  as  possible.  The  object  was  to  see  whether 
a  split-cane  would  bend  more  under  severe  pressure 
than  a  greenheart,  and  I  was  told  that  I  could 
apply  any  test  I  pleased.  After  carefully  measur- 
ing the  circumference  of  the  joints  I  found  that 
the  greenheart  butt  was  slightly  stouter  than  that 
of  the  split-cane.  To  see  which  rod  would  bend 
most  under  the  same  pull  one  of  my  sons  fixed  a 
staple  in  a  tree  on  the  lawn  about  3ft.  from  the 
ground ;  to  the  staple  we  fastened  a  spring  balance 
marked  up  to  161b.  At  about  twenty  yards 
distance  we  placed  a  garden  seat  with  its 
slightly  sloping  back  turned  towards  the  tree — 
it  is  one  of  those  seats  formed  of  stout  laths  of 
teak  from  an  old  man  of  war,  secured  to  an  iron 
frame.  With  a  mat  on  the  back  of  the  chair  it 
was  easy  to  fix  the  rods  at  any  angle  we  required, 
and  at  exactly  the  same  angle — we  tried  the  rods 
first  leaning  towards  the  tree  at  an  angle  of  about 
45deg.,  and  afterwards  much  nearer  the  perpen- 
dicular. The  loop  at  the  end  of  the  reel  line  was 
then  attached  to  the  hook  of  the  spring  balance, 
and  I  got  my  son  to  watch  the  indicator  and  call  out 
the  weight.  I  then  wound  the  line  imtil  the  balance 
showed  12lb. — probably  more  by  some  pounds 
than  one  ever  pulls  in  actually  playing  a  fish — 
in  fact,  it  was  about  all  the  pressure  I  could  put 
on  with  a  large  salmon  reel.  The  loop  on  the  line 
was  then  slipped  on  to  another  hook,  keeping  the 


pressure  exactly  the  same,  and  the  other  rod  tried 
in  the  same  way,  and  when  the  121b.  pull  was 
reached  the  rods  were  found  to  be  bending  in 
identical  curves — there  was  so  little  difference 
that  standing  some  yards  away  on  either  side  it 
appeared  as  if  there  was  but  one  rod.  We  then 
got  a  pulley  with  a  grooved  steel  wheel  about  an 
inch  in  diameter,  with  screw  staple,  which  was 
screwed  into  the  tree.  After  greasing  the  wheel 
to  make  the  line  run  quite  freely  over  it  we  put 
the  lines  so  that  they  pulled  against  each  other 
round  the  wheel,  still  with  the  121b.  tension  on, 
and  found  that  the  curve  of  the  rods  made  by  this 
very  severe  tension  remained  practically  the  same. 

Resttlt  of  the  Experiments. 

The  result  of  these  trials  of  split-cane  versus 
greenheart  convinced  me  that  although  the  split- 
cane  was,  if  anything,  a  trifle  the  slighter  of  the 
two  rods  (each  16ft.  rod  weighed  2lb.  6|oz.),  the 
bend  under  a  pull  of  any  strain  up  to  121b.  was 
practically  identical.  I  expected  that  the  split- 
cane  would  bend  more,  but  I  was  quite  mistaken. 
In  both  cases  under  the  great  strain  the  top  joints 
and  part  of  the  middle  were  quite  straight  and 
hanging  on  the  line.  Both  rods  were  quite 
uninjured,  proving  them  to  be  of  excellent  material 
and  make. 


Approximate  Area  and  Depth  of  Blagdon 
Reservoir. 

Mr.  Alexander  informs  me  that  "  the  approxi- 
mate area  of  Blagdon  Reservoir  is  450  acres,  and 
the  mean  depth  about  15ft. ;  please  note  that  the 
latter  is  a  very  rough  figure." 

I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  one  great  cause  of 
the  fine  trout  in  Blagdon  Lake  is  that  it  is  com- 
paratively shallow.  I  am  sure  all  who  know  him 
will  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  Alexander  is  laid  up 
with  sciatica — a  misfortune  at  any  time,  and 
doubly  so  at  this  festive  and  holiday  season. 

Why  not  Lighter  Equipment  for  the  Salmon 
Angler  ? 

The  movement  in  favour  of  lighter  rods  and 
tackle  for  trout  fishing  is  making  itself  felt  in  all 
parts  of  the  country ;  some  sea  anglers  are  also 
finding  out  that  there  really  is  not  much  sport  in 
using  such  heavy  leads  and  lines  and  rods — that 
you  often  do  not  know  whether  you  have  caught 
a  fish  or  a  weed  until  you  see  it.  But  in  salmon 
fishing  nine-tenths  of  the  anglers  in  this  country 
use  rods,  reels  and  lines  which,  to  say  the 
least,  are  heavier  than  is  necessary.  I  do  not  think 
I  am  exaggerating  when  I  say  that  the  salmon 
angler  would,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  get  more 
pleasure,  more  sport,  and  more  fish  if  he  halved  the 
weight  of  rod,  line,  and  reel,  also  wading  trousers 
and  boots.  As  regards  salmon  rods,  what  I  should 
like  to  see  would  be  rods  up  to  18ft.,  made  on  the 
lines  of  the  "  Leohard  "  spUt-cane  trout  rods  of 
5ioz.  for  a  10ft.  rod.  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Messrs. 
Allcock  proved  that  they  can  make  these  rods  as 
good,  or  better,  than  those  of  American  make, 
and  from  forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper 
to  the  angler.  I  think  it  would  pay  them 
to  apply  the  same  system  to  the  salmon  rod 
— that  is,  cut  away  all  the  unnecessary  weight  in 
metal  and  wood,  and  leave  the  balance  to  be 
obtained  by  the  addition  of  the  reel — weight  in 
the  reel  is  not  felt  like  weight  on  the  rod  and 
the  line. 

Speaking  from  Experience. 
I  feel  certain  that  most  salmon  anglers  who 
have  to  be  content  with  a  week  or  two's  salmon 
fishing  every  season  will  agree  with  me  that 
much  of  the  enjoyment,  even  of  casting  and 
catching  nothing  —  for  I  could  go  on  casting 
all  day  if  I  am  fishing  over  fresh  water — I 
say  much  of  the  enjoyment  is  lost  by  reason 
of  the  terrific  engine  one  has  to  employ  in  the 
shape  of  an  ordinary  17  ft.  or  18ft.  British  or  Irish 
split-cane  or  greenheart  salmon  rod,  with  line  and 
reel  to  correspond.  Such  a  rod  is  not  required  in 
order  to  place  a  salmon  fly  over  any  spot  with  a 
length  of  line  which  can  be  commanded  and  fished 
properly;  it  is  not  required  in  order  to  put  a  hook 
into  a  fish  over  the  barb,  or  to  play  a  fish  to  the 
gaff.  After  I  had  killed  a  good  many  salmon  on  a 
light  10ft.  pike  rod  with  a  Nottingham  reel  and 
fine  line,  I  never  could  quite  get  over  the 
feeling  that  the  backache  and  armache  after  the 
first  day  or  two  with  the  orthodox  British  salmon 
rod  and  line  and  stiff,  cumbersome  waders  and 


heavy  brogues  is  Nature's  emphatic  way  of  calling 
one  a  fool.  It  is  all  very  fine  for  the  gillie  to  say, 
"  1  think  I  would  give  it  another  try  down,  sir," 
when  you  come  ashore,  after  wading  for  half  an 
hour  down  some  salmon  cast  where  the  rocks  try 
to  trip  you  up  and  the  stream  to  push  you  down 
every  second,  and  the  wind  makes  your  heavy  rod 
and  line  feel  ten  times  heavier.  On  such  occasions 
while  resting  for  a  few  minutes  I  have  said  to  myself. 
Are  all  these  pounds  and  pounds  of  dead-weight 
necessary  to  get  this  bit  of  metal  and  feather  out 
twenty-five  or  thirty  yards  ?  No,  I  am  certain  they 
are  not,  or  to  hook  and  play  the  biggest  salmon  in 
the  river."  When  a  salmon  has  taken  a  lot,  perhaps 
all,  your  thick  salmon  line  out  in  a  strong  stream 
you  have  not  half  the  control  over  the  fish  as 
with  an  ordinary  undressed  Nottingham  silk  line. 
The  stream  drowns  the  line  and  the  weight  on 
it  is  often  more  stream  than  fish.  Why  use 
such  unnecessary  weights  ?  I  can  only  reply  like 
the  boy  who  was  asked  what  the  fighting  was 
about,  who  said,  "Oh,  its  just  the  custom  of  the 
country." 

A  Combination  Wood  Light  Rod. 
Mr.  Whitty  the  well  -  known  fishing  -  tackle 
maker  and  practical  angler  of  Basnett  -  street, 
Liverpool,  sent  me  recently  a  sea  rod  and  a 
pike  rod  made  of  what  he  assures  me  is  some  of 
the  strongest  cane  he  ever  met  with,  and  for 
nearly  half  a  century  he  has  imported  every  kind 
of  cane  and  wood  for  rods.  The  rods  are  very 
nicely  made,  very  inexpensive,  and  fitted  with 
porcelain  rings,  extra  strong  ferrules,  cork  grip, 
etc.  I  told  Mr.  Whitty  I  did  not  think  such  a 
light  sea  rod  would  do  for  casting  6oz.  and  8oz. 
leads,  but  he  says  a  sea  angler  tells  him  he  can 
cast  lOoz.  with  confidence.  Anyway,  I  wish  Mr. 
Whitty  would  put  a  butt  of  this  cane  to  a  top  and 
middle  joint  of  split-cane  or  greenheart  for  a 
17ft  salmon  rod.  If  the  combination  did  not 
answer  there  would  be  no  waste,  as  each  part 
could  be  completed  in  its  own  material. 

A  Hardwood  Core  for  Cane. 
Some  beautiful  canes,  or  reeds,  rather,  are  too 
shght  to  answer  where  strength  is  required.  I 
suggested  once  to  a  fishing  rod  maker  to  try  putting 
a  core  of  some  strong  wood  like  hickory,  ash, 
greenheart,  etc.,  as  a  core  and  cementing  it  inside 
a  hollow  cane.  It  might  answer  where  a  stiff  light 
joint  is  wanted,  especially  as  bottom  joint.  Then 
a  reed  or  bamboo,  too  slight  to  be  used  by  itself, 
might  answer  if  a  smaller  reed  or  bamboo  of  the 
same  kind  was  cemented  inside  it — like  the 
core  in  our  naval  guns.  Experiments  of  this 
kind  may,  I  think,  enable  us  presently  to  have 
a  17ft.  or  18ft.  salmon  rod,  very  light  and 
strong,  and  capable  of  casting  a  light  line,  or  at 
least  one  of  small  diameter — possibly  Messrs. 
Poster's  "Acme"  line  with  more  metal  in  it — 
weight  and  not  bulk. 

Whole  Tonquin  Butt  with  Split  Tonquin 
Middle  and  Top. 

Some  of  my  suggestions  are  perhaps  as  wild  as 
that  precious  Channel  tunnel  (which  I  hope  will 
never  be  made  until  the  sea  dries  up  between 
England  and  France).  But  to  come  back  to  some- 
thing practical,  will  some  rod-maker  try  combining 
a  butt  of  whole  Tonquin  cane  with  second  and  top 
joint  of  split  and  glued-up  Tonquin  cane  ?  I  believe 
that  both  for  trout  and  salmon  rods  this 
may  be  found  to  increase  strength  and  stiffness 
and  decrease  weight.  The  tendency  of  the 
thinner  bamboos  is  to  split  lengthways :  this  may 
not  be  the  case  with  Tonquin — in  any  case  it 
might  have  light-fitting  corks  cemented  inside  at 
intervals  to  resist  outside  pressure  and  strong 
whippings  outside  to  lessen  strain.  Some  of  the 
canes  used  in  split-cane  rod  making  are  of  too  high 
specific  gravity. 

The  "Modele  Chavagnac"  Casting  Reel. 

Since  Chancellor  Levison's  letter  about  the 
American  style  of  casting  reel  I  have  been  trying  a 
very  fine  patented  casting  reel  sent  to  me  some  time 
ago  by  Messrs.  Wyers  Freres,  of  Redditch,  called  the 
"  Modele  Chavagnac,"  invented  by  a  well-known 
French  angler,  M.  Chavagnac.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  multipliers  I  ever  saw  ;  one  turn  of  the  handle 
takes  up  about  22in.  of  line,  whereas  one 
turn  of  a  four-inch  Nottingham  "Aerial" — Mr. 
Coxon's  capital  reel — takes  only  about  half  tho- 
quantity,  although  the  "  Aerial"  takes  longer  to  turn, 
so  that  the  "Chavagnac"  winds  up  nearly  three 
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times  as  fast  as  the  fastest  Nottingham  with  the 
largest  winding  surface  of  any  reel  of  its  size.  In 
casting  with  this  French  reel  I  tried  it,  as  also 
did  one  of  my  sons,  wrth  the  side  cast  and 
straight  overhead  cast  as  described  by  Mr.  Levison, 
using  a  sis-foot  split-cane  casting  rod.  We  both 
got  on  better  with  it  than  with  any  other  multiplier 
casting  reel  we  have  tried  so  far.  To  control  the 
cast  you  press  a  spring  with  the  thumb  in  getting 
the  swing  on  the  bait,  and  as  the  line  in  going  out 
has  to  turn  the  cogwheels,  there  is  just  sufficient 
restraint  to  lessen  very  considerably  the  chance 
of  over-running.  By  setting  a  spring  on  the 
opposite  side  you  can  cast  without  having  to  move 
the  cogwheels,  with  the  barrel  perfectly  free  and 
the  handle  not  turning  ;  by  the  way,  in  this  French 
multiplier  the  handle  is  not  balanced  as  in  the 
American  reels,  but  as  it  is  probably  not  intended 
to  turn  in  casting  the  balance  is  not  needed.  I 
hope  to  try  this  reel  in  spinning  for  pike  presently. 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


A  CHEISTMAS  HOTCH-POTCH. 

Fish  in  the  Swim. — It  is  a  great  mistake  to  allow 
one's  float  to  travel  down  after  it  has  passed  the 
best  part  of  the  swim,  where  the  fish  feed.  Even 
in  moderately  fast  streams  anglers  often  do  this, 
simply  because  their  tackle  is  too  lightly  weighted  ; 
does  not  sink  quick  enough,  and  the  bait  does  not 
float  along  where  the  fish  can  see  it.  On  this 
account  I  have  often  seen  the  float  and  line  brought 
too  near  the  side  and  away  from  the  fish. 

Deph  and  Ground-bait. — ^In  the  hot  months  of 
July  and  August  one  can  frequently  catch  good 
roach  (when  the  bottom  is  foul)  from  a  few  inches  off 
the  bottom  to  even  mid-water,  using  for  one's 
hook-bait  some  bread  mixed  with  bran ;  the  bran 
flakes  off,  attracting  the  roach,  who  will  rise  for  it. 
Some  years  ago,  when  fishing  the  weir  pool  (Dobbs' 
Weir)  on  the  Lea — Iwas  using  a  small  piece  of  ground- 
bait,  bread  and  bran  pinched  on  the  bottom  shot — 
after  missing  several  good  bites  and  hooking  more 
than  one  roach  foul,  I  found  the  fish  were  not 
touching  the  white  paste  hook-bait,  but  bit  at  the 
bread  and  bran.  I  then  discontinued  the  white 
paste,  and  used  only  the  ground-bait  on  the  hook. 
This  resulted  in  a  capital  take  of  roach.  All  kinds 
of  fish  are  particularly  fond  of  this  sweet  bait ;  I 
much  prefer  it  to  breadcrust,  especially  in  the  hot 
weather,  when  rivers  are  stale  and  running  slowly, 
and  there  is  no  occasion  to  put  any  ground-bait 
into  the  swim.  I  do  not  advise  putting  ground-bait 
into  a  swim  on  the  day  one  is  fishing.  If  it  can  be 
done  a  day  or  two  before,  all  well  and  good  ;  but, 
as  a  rule,  the  fish  are  far  too  well  fed.  When 
ground- baiting,  let  it  be  done  judiciously.  Never 
walk  along  the  bank  when  roaching,  always  be 
seated,  and  the  less  waving  of  one's  rod  about  the 
better.  If  anyone  is  watching  you  fishing,  ask 
him  politely  to  be  quiet  and  not  talk,  and  if  he  or 
she  has  what  is  frequently  recommended,  namely, 
common-sense,  they  will  take  the  hint  and  seat 
themselves  well  out  of  sight. 

Wet  Feet. — To  prevent  drawing  up  the  damp,  I 
advise  carrying  a  piece  of  cork  the  size  of  the  top 
of  one's  roach  basket  and  2in.  thick  for  one's  feet 
to  rest  upon.    It  is  no  weight  and  easy  to  carry. 

When  fishing  a  tidal  river,  such  as  the  Arun, 
Sussex,  the  very  best  time  is  just  before  and  just 
after  the  turn  of  the  tide— say,  half  an  hour  before 
the  top  slack.  Lose  no  time,  for  as  the  tide  lowers 
fish  mostly  go  right  ofl:  feed  on  the  ebb  until  the 
first  part  of  the  next  flow.  On  a  rising  water,  as  the 
tide  is  running  up  fast,  fish  close  as  possible  into 
the  side,  or  look  out  for  an  eddy.  At  this  part  of 
the  tide  I  find  it  best  to  ledger,  otherwise  one  has 
to  continually  change  the  depth.  Get  your  fish 
out  of  the  swim  as  quickly  as  possible,  carefully 
sinking  one's  net  to  the  handle  and  playing  one's 
fish  into  it.  Never  attempt  to  scoop  fish  out  with 
the  net. 

When  swimming  the  float,  if  one  finds  out  that 
the  fish  are  feeding  at  a  particular  part  of  the 
swim,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  shift  one's  float  about 
12in.  up  the  line,  letting  the  shots  lie  on  the  bottom; 
keep  the  point  of  the  rod  up  stream,  retarding  the 
float.  This  is  called  light  ledgering,  and  invariably 
secures  the  best  fish.  After  dark,  holding  the  rod, 
one  can  easily  detect  even  a  fine  bite. 

Small  Fish.  —  Many  anglers  grumble  about 
catching  a  lot  of  small  fish.  Why  ?  Because  they 
use  such  very  small  hooks,,  and  use  such  a  tiny  bit 
of  paste  or  one  small  gentle.    They  should  try  a 


hook  not  smaller  than  No.  10  Crystal,  and  baits 
that  the  small  fry  do  not  care  to  tackle. 

I  have  no  belief  in  pegged-down  matches  as  a 
test  of  a  man's  skill  or  method.  In  a  stretch  of 
water  long  enough  to  accommodate  so  many 
anglers  who  as  a  rule  take  part  in  these  matches, 
it  stands  to  reason  there  must  be  more  bad  pitches 
than  good  ones,  even  if  the  river  be  in  good  condition. 
Therefore,  it  can  be  no  real  test  of  skill,  and  a  farce 
to  offer  a  cup  or  shield  for  competition. 

How  to  Use  Gentles.— \<^'\ien  fish  are  at  all  inclined 
to  feed,  it  matters  very  little  how  gentles  are  put 
on,  so  long  as  they  stop  on.  If  a  gentle  is  put  on 
the  point  of  the  hook  and  allowed  to  hang  down 
loose,  it  is  bound  to  be  nipped  off  by  the  small 
fry.  Thousands  of  such  beggars  infest  the  reaches 
of  the  Thames.  One  will  be  pestered  to  death,  the 
float  being  constantly  sucked  under,  no  chance  to 
hook  a  decent  flsh,  and  time  wasted.  The  fact  is, 
fish  can  take  these  hanging  gentles  off  a  hook  as 
easily  as  possible.  This  is  my  experience.  My 
plan  is  to  carefully  thread  one  up  the  shank  of  a 
fine  -wire  hook,  then  hang  on  several  by  the  thick 
end.  If  fish  are  at  all  inclined  to  feed  they  Avill 
take  them  either  dead  or  ahve.  I  have  frequently 
caught  more  than  two  roach  without  troubling  to 
renew  my  bait,  and  this  is  a  well-kno^\^l  fact.  At 
times  so  little  do  fish  trouble  to  see  what  the  bait 
is  that  I  once  caught  a  roach  with  the  eye  of  a 
dead  fish.  Having  no  bread  left  to  make  any  paste, 
and  no  gentles,  the  suggestion  came  from  a  friend 
who  was  present,  and  it  came  off  all  right. 

Bread  and  Bran. — To  catch  good  bream  and 
roach  with  ledger  tackle  one  should  cover  one's 
paste  with  bread  and  bran,  the  ledger  keeping  one's 
bait  well  on  the  bottom.  When  cupping — that  is, 
covering  one's  bait  with  the  bread  and  bran — there 
is  no  occasion  to  throw  any  ground-bait  into  one's 
swim.  It  can  also  be  used  as  a  hook-bait,  but  in 
this  case  it  should  be  worked  up  much  stiffer  in 
tidal  rivers  or  heavy  streams  by  dipping  the  white 
paste  into  some  loose  bran  or  pollard.  When 
floating  paste  or  gentles,  one  can  cover  the  hook- 
bait  with  bread  and  bran  made  loose  ;  lower  gently 
into  one's  swim  and  shake  it  off,  thus  allowing  the 
baited  hook  to  float  down  as  usual. 

When  ledgering,  select  a  gravel  or  clean  bottom  ; 
if  foul,  the  bait  will  not  be  seen,  and  be  quite  useless 
for  this  method.  I  prefer  to  ledger  whenever  I 
can  find  a  suitable  swim,  as  far  the  best  fish  are 
caught  by  it. 

When  ledgering,  young  anglers  would  hardly 
believe  that  an  expert  can  generally  tell  what  sort 
of  fish  is  biting,  even  before  he  strikes.  .  A  roach 
will  often  give  two  sharp  tugs,  a  dace  one,  bream 
a  steady  pull,  as  do  carp,  as  they  move  off  with  it ; 
and  a  chub  goes  off  with  a  rush,  pulling  the  top  of 
a  roach  rod  right  under  water — of  course,  I  mean 
when  the  rod  is  held.  A  slight  upward  movement 
or  a  trembling  of  the  lino  generally  means  a  small  eel. 

How  Chub  sometimes  Bite. — I  was  fishing  in  the 
River  Stort,  ledgering  with  a  triangle  hook  covered 
with  a  good-size  piece  of  paste,  flavoured  with  strong- 
smelling  cheese.  If  too  much  cheese  be  used  or 
too  much  bread,  the  bait  hardens  when  in  the 
water  ;  this  bait  should  be  made  rather  soft.  On 
tliis  particular  occasion  I  made  it  up  very  soft — 
too  soft,  as  the  result  will  show. 

Several  times,  when  winding  in  my  line,  I  foimd 
the  hook  quite  bare.  It  had  been  cleverly  taken 
off  the  hook  by  Master  Chub.  After  this,  I  made 
it  a  httle  stiffer  by  adding  more  bread  ;  then, 
watching  very  closely,  I  observed  the  fine  silk 
fine  slacken.  I  struck,  and  hooked  a  31b.  chub. 
The  next  chub  I  caught  simply  made  the  fine 
shghtly  tremble.  As  there  was  no  wind  and  the 
river  sluggish,  I  knew  it  must  be  a  fish  at  it,  and, 
as  the  result  proved,  I  was  right ;  but  it  was  a 
wonder  I  noticed  it,  and  it  would  have  remained  a 
mystery  how  such  a  bait  could  get  off  such  a  hook. 
The  fact  is,  in  nearly  dead  water  the  fish  were  not 
moving  but  sucking  it  off. 

Perch. — I  have  frequently  caught  good  perch 
when  float  ledgering,  by  simply  hanging  a  couple 
of  red  worms  on  the  hook,  letting  them  work  about 
dead  on  the  bottom,  and  wrigghng  and  twisting 
about  frequently  attracting  other  fish — roach  in  the 
River  Thames  frequently  taking  a  worm  in  preference 
to  paste,  when  they  would  not  be  tempted  to  take 
one  on  the  Lea.  Thus  I  have  found  a  bait  that 
will  do  well  for  one  river  no  good  for  another. 
Different  rivers  require  different  baits,  and  although 
there  is  no  doubt  that  several  baits  will  catch  fish 
in  the  winter,  there  are  others  that  will  not.  Try 
and  find  out  what  the  fish  are  feeding  on,  and  let 


them  have  it.  Do  not  beUeve  in  my  old  friend,  who 
once  said,  "  If  they  won't  have  bread,  I  won't 
give  them  meat."  Fish  hke  a  change  as  well  as 
other  hving  creatures.* 

Frost. — I  never  did  much  good  when  a  river  was 
low,  bright,  or  an  east  wind  blowing  ;  yet  I  have 
frequently  had  good  takes  when  it  has  been  snowing 
and  freezing.  On  one  occasion  it  was  so  cold  at 
4  p.m.  my  friend  (a  member  of  the  Waltonians) 
suggested  giving  up,  but  as  I  was  getting  some 
good  roach  I  would  not  give  in  until  it  was  just 
dark.  The  glass  at  the  Swan,  Pangbourne,  stood  at 
20deg.  Fahr.,  or  twelve  degrees  of  frost.  At  times 
one  can  take  fish  even  when  snow  lies  on  the  ground 
or  is  falhng ;  but  if  rain  falls  and  the  snow  oft'  the 
land  gets  into  a  river,  then  it  is  no  use  till  the  river 
clears,  snow-broth  making  fish  sickly.        F.  M. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  SPEY.* 

And  now  for  a  scene  in  the  land  of  flood  and 
mountain.  It  was  just  daybreak  as  I  started  for 
the  Gaeloch,  on  the  Spey,  the  prince  of  salmon 
rivers,  where  I  had  been  informed  by  my  guide, 
Geordie  M'Kay,  that  salmon  were  plentiful.  Geordie 
was  a  reclaimed  poacher,  and,  like  Donald  Caird  of 
old, 

"  could  wire  a  maukin, 

Ken'd  the  wiles  of  dun  deer  stalking, 
Liest  a  kipper." 

After  a  rough  ride  of  about  four  miles,  through  the 
most  varied  and  stupendous  scenery  of  mountain, 
wood,  "  hill-girded  lochs  "  and  burns,  we  reached 
our  destination.  The  wild  and  majestic  beauty  of 
the  spot  amply  repaid  the  toil,  by  the  soul-stirring 
sublimity  of  the  scene.  An  impending  craggy  cliff, 
at  least  600  feet  high,  overshadowed  a  turbulent 
and  rapid  torrent,  which  raged  Hke  a  cataract, 
subsiding  occasionally  into  deep  holes,  which, 
according  to  Geordie,  were  the  favourite  resorts  of 
the  salmon. 

The  day  was  as  favourable  as  day  could  be  :  a 
cloudy  sky,  a  brisk  south-west  wind.  Our  tackle 
was  speedily  adjusted  ;  and  I  plunged  in,  waist 
deep  ;  and,  after  some  little  time,  I  found  myself 
playing  a  very  heavy  fish.  Geordie  enjoined  me  to 
be  patient  ;  "  tak'  time,  and  he  canny."  Unfor- 
tunately, at  that  moment  he  was  called  away  by 
my  companion  ;  and  I  was  left  with  "  a  help  "  in 
the  shape  of  a  London  tiger,  or  cab-boy.  I  remem- 
bered at  that  moment  (nay,  when  can  a  fisherman 
forget  it  ?)  the  "  maxim  "  of  one  of  the  most  talented 
pens  of  the  day — "  If  you  can  first  prevail  upon 
your  fish  to  walk  a  little  way  down  the  stream 
with  you,  you  will  have  no  difficulty,  afterwards, 
in  persuading  him  to  let  you  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  him  at  dinner."  After  expending  some  half- 
hour,  I  drew  him  onwards  towards  the  bank :  my 
young  assistant,  supposing  the  fish  (a  "  whapper," 
as  he  called  it)  to  be  completely  exhausted,  touched 
him  with  the  landing-net,  instead  of  insinuating  it 
gently  under  him  ;  and,  breaking  my  line,  he 
sprang  off  with  the  most  annoying  violence.  No- 
thing daunted,  I  again  (to  take  "  a  hint  "  from  the 
above  authority)  "  sent  my  line  of  invitation,"  and 
struck  another  fish  :  for  some  time  he  remained 
sulkily  settled,  like  a  log,  under  a  ledge  of  rock  ; 
and  no  prudent  effort  of  mine  could  lure  him  from 
his  retreat :  at  last,  by  disturbing  the  water  near 
him,  I  gave  him  "  notice  to  quit,"  and  he  was 
afloat  again.  My  evil  genius  seemed  to  cling  to 
me  ;  for  I,  unfortunately,  slackened  my  line  ;  he 
turned  round,  and,  with  one  stroke  of  his  tail, 
freed  himself  from  all  restraint.  Somewhat  damped 
in  spirit  and  body,  by  ill  luck  and  a  Scotch  mist,  I 
proceeded  to  my  companion,  a  zealous  lover  of  the 
rod,  and  a  perfect  Crichton  in  "  field  and  flood  " 
sports.  Indeed,  there  were  very  few  things  he  had 
not  attempted,  and  nearly  as  few  in  which  he  had 
not  eminently  succeeded.  He  threw  his  fly  with  a 
masterly  hand,  struck  his  prey  instantaneously,  but 
not  violently,  who  plunged  most  desperately,  and 
made  a  rush  down  the  river :  the  captor  handled 
him  with  the  greatest  judgment,  exhausting  him  by 
hurrying  him  rapidly  down  the  stream,  keeping  his 
head  high  up  in  the  current ;  and,  after  playing 
with  him  till  his  strength  was  irrecoverably  ex- 
pended, led  him  gradually  into  still  water.  The 
banks  were  high  and  steep  ;  but,  after  many  efforts, 
I  fastened  my  gaff'  into  the  opening  of  his  gills  ; 
"one  struggle  more,"  and  the  prize  was  safely 
landed. 


*  From  the  Sporting  Review,  Oct.,  1840. 
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Before  night  our  creel  was  amply  stored  ;  we 
say  oms,  because,  as  Mrs.  Malaprop  says,  "  com- 
parisons are  odorous."  But  I  cannot  here  record 
all  the  sports  and  delights  of  "  Scotland  and  the 
Scotch  "  ;  I  will  take  leave  of  it  in  the  words  of  one 
of  the  most  gifted  of  her  sons.  Farewell,  "  Cale- 
donia !  a  nation  formed  for  song  and  beauty's 
charms  ;  zealous,  yet  modest ;  innocent,  though 
free  ;  patient  of  toil,  serene  amidst  alarms,  in- 
flexible in  faith,  invincible  in  arms  "  :  or,  in  the 
words  of  Curran — "  Scotland  !  a  nation  cast  in  the 
happy  medium  between  the  spiritless  acquiescence 
of  submissive  poverty,  and  the  sturdy  credulity  of 
pampered  wealth  ;  cool  and  ardent,  adventurous 
and  persevering  ;  winging  her  eagle  flight  against 
the  blaze  of  every  science,  with  an  eye  that  never 
winks,  and  a  wing  that  never  tires." 


WINTBK  CHUB  FISHING. 


As  a  sporting  fish  the  chiib  is  now  much  sought 
after  by  anglers,  and  during  the  winter  months 
the  Thames,  its  tributaries,  the  Hampshire  Avon, 
the  Dorsetshire  Stour,  the  Medway,  and  the  Great 
Ouse  are  well  frequented.  Chub  are  in  prime  con- 
dition, short,  thick,  well-fed,  and  generally  in  a 
good  feeding  humour.  They  delight  in  cold,  frosty 
weather,  and  even  when  snow  has  entered  the 
rivers  scarcely  refuse  a  bait.  A  few  practical  hints 
in  regard  to  the  best  resorts  for  chub  fishing,  the 
baits  and  tackle,  will  perhaps  be  useful. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  chub  are  now  fairly 
plentiful  in  the  upper  Thames,  and  those  who  angle 
for  them  in  a  skilful  manner  with  fine  tackle  are 
usually  well  rewarded.  Teddington  Weir  is  a  good 
place  for  chub,  though  the  fish  do  not  run  to  a  large 
size.  The  islands  at  Thames  Ditton,  the  entrance 
of  the  Mole,  opposite  the  famous  "  Gallery  Swim  " 
at  Hampton  Court  hold  large  fish  ;  and  Molesey 
Weir  and  Sunbury  stream  are  well  recommended 
for  that  class  of  sport.  Good  sport  may  be  relied 
upon  in  the  backwater  at  Shepperton  and  at 
Chertsey  ;  while  numerous  eddies  may  be  found 
round  Penton  Hook,  and  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Abbey  river,  all  well-known  chub  haunts.  Old 
Windsor,  Datchet,  Monkey  Island  are  always  likely 
spots  under  the  boughs,  and  the  river  between 
Cliveden  and  Quarry  Woods  is  the  home  of  many 
fine  chub.  Hambledon  Lock  aiid  Marsh  Lock  yield 
splendid  chub,  and  also  at  Henley,  Shiplake,  War- 
grave,  Sonning,  and  Mapledurham,  where  Mr.  E.  W. 
Cox,  of  the  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society, 
recently  landed  a  fine  chub  weighing  5|lb. 

The ,  Avon  has  become  of  late  famous  for  large 
chub,  and  many  specimens  have  been  landed.  A 
monster  fish  was  found  on  the  bank  at  Christchurch, 
having  been  killed  by  an  otter,  scaling  71b.  14oz., 
and  is  now  preserved  in  the  Piscatorial  rooms  at 
the  Holbom  Restaurant.  Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  a 
member  of  the  Weybridge  Angling  Association, 
has  been  credited  with  a  chub  caught  at  the  same 
station  last  October,  and  scaled  71b.  6Joz.  ;  while 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  (Piscatorial  Society)  and  Mr.  A.  P. 
Zerfass  (Gresham  Society)  have  both  landed  chub 
weighing  over  71b.  from  this  famous  river.  In 
addition,  Mr.  H.  A.  Woodwell,  in  August  last  year, 
took  nine  "loggerheads" — -four  weighing  25|lb. 
(largest,  6|lb.),  and  the  other  five  201b. 
r*  The  Stour  (Dorset)  contains  a  good  store  of  fine 
chub,  and  the  Highbury  Anglers,  who  rent  three 
miles  of  this  river  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  fre- 
quently rewarded  with  some  exceptionally  heavy 
fish.  There  is  some  good  chubbing  water  on  the 
Medway  at  Yalding,  Wateringbury,  and  East  Far- 
leigh.  The  chub  of  this  river  do  not  run  to  a  large 
size,  but  fairly  good  baskets  are  often  made  in  the 
winter  months.  They  are  also  abundant  in  the 
Great  Ouse  at  Huntingdon,  St.  Neots,  and  St.  Ives. 

On  the  Thames  and  other  large  rivers  the  sport 
is  carried  on  with  most  success  from  a  boat  or  punt, 
although  many  anglers  will  often  secure  good 
catches  of  chub  when  fishing  from  the  bank.  A  boat 
is  more  useful  than  a  punt,  and  a  weight  should  be 
used  instead  of  a  ryepeck.  The  angler  must  keep 
as  much  out  of  sight  as  possible,  and  drop  the  boat 
down  noiselessly ;  the  least  disturbance  of  the 
water  will  scare  the  wily  chub  off  at  once.  They  Uke 
quiet  holes,  under  overhanging  banks,  or  willow 
trees,  along  old  piles  and  under  bridges,  providing 
the  water  is  tolerably  deep,  though  at  times  the 
chub  will  be  found  in  swift  streams,  as  in  weir-pools. 

The  ^hub  rod  should  be  at  least  12ft.  in  length, 
with  a  rather  stiff  top-joint  that  would  hold  a  4lb. 
chub,  and  steer  him  out  from  the  sunken  boughs. 
A  free-running  winch,  holding  a  good  undressed 


line,  well  greased,  and  a  three-yard  length  of  really 
good  undrawn  gut  are  requisite.  Most  chub  fishers 
use  a  rather  heavy  float  with  a  perforated  bullet 
fixed  16in.  above  the  hook,  and  a  No.  5  hook. 

The  most  killing  lure  for  chub  in  the  winter-time 
is  the  pith  or  marrow  of  the  spinal  cord  of  a  bullock, 
obtainable  from  the  butcher's.  It  should  be  care- 
fully washed  two  or  three  times  in  clean  water 
until  it  is  quite  white,  and  put  a  piece  about  the 
size  of  a  cob-nut  on  the  hook.  Bullock's  brains, 
cut  up  in  small  portions,  should  be  cast  into  the 
swim  before  the  hook-bait  is  sent  down.  In  mild 
weather,  cheese-paste  and  boiled  shrimps  are  very 
useful  at  times.  H.  G.  H. 


FLY-FISHING  IN  LOCH  FEEUCHY 
OVER  SEVENTY  YEAES  AGO.* 


{Continued  from  page  470.) 

Loch  Fbeuchy  is  from  two  to  three  miles  long, 
surrounded  on  all  sides  by  tall  hills,  through  which 
there  is  a  fine  break,  whence  the  River  Bran  flows 
towards  Amulrie.  Its  waters  are  of  the  brightest 
crystal,  varying  much  in  depth,  but,  compared 
with  other  Highland  lochs,  generally  shallow. 
During  the  time  that  Jamie  was  piloting  us  to  the 
south-west  comer  of  the  loch,  which  he  recommended 
for  our  morning  sport,  we  had  time  to  make  prepa- 
rations for  beginning  the  campaign.  A  slight 
breeze  was  just  beginning  to  raise  a  heavy  mist  from 
the  water,  and  the  sun  peeped  at  us  from  behind 
the  hills,  and  looked  as  if  thinking  whether  or  no  it 
was  time  to  rise.  Our  first  trial  was  with  large 
Red  and  Black  Palmers,  No.  5.  Several  fish  rose, 
but  none  appeared  to  take  in  earnest.  We  ex- 
changed them  for  No.  8  flies,  of  a  pattern  that 
would  astonish  a  southern  angler — a  Drake  Wing, 
a  body  of  deep  red  worsted  wound  with  a  red  hackle 
and  gold,  and  a  strip  of  woodcock  wing  stretching 
out  from  the  bend  of  the  hook,  also  green  and  yellow 
worsted,  with  the  other  parts  similarly  dressed  ; 
these  we  found  the  most  killing  flies. 

The  trout  here  run  from  |lb.  to  2|lb.— rarely 
larger.  They  are  very  strong  and  active,  finely 
shaped,  in  colour  some  silver  and  some  yellow,  but 
all  cut  red  as  salmon,  and  are  very  much  esteemed 
for  the  table,  more,  I  should  suppose,  than  those  of 
any  other  lake  in  Scotland,  Loch  Leven  excepted. 
We  were  basketing  them  at  a  good  rate,  when,  un- 
fortunately, my  rod  snapped  short  off  in  the  ferrule 
of  the  third  joint,  and  lost  me  the  best  fish  we  had 
raised  through  the  morning.  This  was  sufficiently 
provoking.  I  made  the  best  of  a  bad  job  by  tying 
it  together,  but  the  treacherous  lance-wood  snapped 
again  after  a  few  throws.  Jamie  then  advised 
landing  at  the  hut  of  the  only  artificer  within  many 
miles.  We  splashed  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
through  a  morass  to  the  habitation  of  this  Cyclops 
of  the  hills,  a  cot  of  the  usual  material,  but  dignified 
with  an  attempt  at  an  attic,  which  was  the  work- 
shop ;  this,  after  considerable  opposition  from 
half  a  dozen  collies,  we  entered  by  a  species  of 
trap,  at  the  gable  end  of  the  house,  and  found  in  it, 
for  all  tools,  an  old  plane,  notched  into  the  likeness 
of  a  saw,  and  two  venerable  chisels.  With  these 
miserable  implements  we  vainly  endeavoured  to 
extract  the  broken  wood  from  the  ferrule,  but  by 
great  good  fortune  discovered  a  huge  carpenter's 
compass,  which,  after  many  trials,  disengaged  the 
splinter.  While  we  were  working  an  old  woman 
popped  her  head  in  at  the  door.  Jamie  explained 
to  her  in  Gaelic  the  nature  of  our  visit,  and  she 
quietly  turned  back  again. 

We  returned  with  all  speed  to  the  loch,  resumed 
our  fishing  with  good  success  for  a  couple  of  hours, 
when  the  wind  fell,  and  the  sun  grew  too  high  for 
farther  sport.    A  good  pull  at  the  oars  soon  brought 
us  to  the  opposite  side.    The  whiskered  gentleman 
stood  gazing  upon  the  loch  as  our  boat  touched  the 
shore.    He  had  come  out  for  a  morning  walk  (so 
he  said),  and,  feeling  hke  ourselves  well  inclined  j 
for  breakfast,  favoured  us  -with  his  company  towards  [ 
Mi's.  M'Tavish's,  who  had  calculated  on  our  appe- 
tites,   and    prepared    accordingly.    Eggs  (which 
had  never  been  cold),  barley  bannocks,  oatmeal 
cakes,  cheese  (in  shces  the  full  length  of  the  keb- 
buck),  butter  and  pink  trouts,  and  (thougV  last 
not  least)  luggies  of  Athol  brose  (whisky  and  h  ney)  j 
disappeared  like  snow  before  a  July  sun  ;  ai  i  so  j 
did  our  reserve  with  the 'Don,  as  we  christened  j 

*  I  found  this  interesting  account  of  fishing  in  I 
Loch  Freuchy  im  the  Sporting  Magazine  for  Decern-  | 
ber,  1833.— R.  B.  M. 


our  companion.  Nothing  opens  the  heart  hke  a 
good  meal  ;  it  produces  a  spirit  of  content  so 
liberal  that  it  extends  itself  to  all  around.  He 
questioned  us  on  our  sport  in  the  language  of  a 
connoisseur,  talked  of  many  lochs  and  many  flies, 
and  showed  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country 
in  every  direction.  It  was  now  our  turn  to  become 
querists,  and  we  hinted  at  the  cutlass  and  pistols. 
He  laughed,  and  explained  the  mystery  by  telling  us 
that  he  commanded  the  revenue  force,  and  was  then 
on  the  look-out  for  a  notorious  smuggling  gang  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Had  our  opinion  been  asked 
half  an  hour  before,  we  should  certainly  have  set  him 
down  for  one  of  the  unlicensed  fraternity. 

Our  breakfast,  like  all  mortal  things,  was  finite  ; 
so,  as  the  sun  was  too  bright  for  fi.shing,  we  loitered 
some  hours  in  a  shady  spot  on  the  hill  brow,  chatting 
of  Athol  brose  and  horse-pistols,  and  looked  over 
the  lake  which  lay  beneath  us  hke  a  sheet  of  bur- 
nished gold.  At  two  o'clock  we  returned  to  our 
landlady's,  devoured  a  lunch  of  materials  similar 
to  those  at  breakfast,  and  set  out  with  the  intention 
of  trying  the  eastern  corner  of  the  lake,  and  the 
River  Bran,  to  Amulrie.  Expense  of  supper,  bed, 
breakfast  and  lunch,  four  shillings  and  sixpence. 

A  kindly  south-west  wind  brought  us  some 
clouds,  and  curled  the  water  deUghtfully.  iri  the 
loch  we  took  some  tolerable  fish.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  river  I  cast  my  flies  upon  a  splendid  eddy, 
near  the  opposite  bank,  and  scarcely  had  they 
touched  the  water  when  down  they  went,  carrying 
with  them  at  least  four  yards  of  my  line.  Well  was 
it  for  me  that  I  had  carefully  mended  my  rod,  for 
the  first  pull  bent  it  to  the  butt.  As  the  falls 
several  miles  below  are  impassable  to  salmon, 
I  was  sorely  puzzled  to  know  what  I  had  to  deal 
with,  for  his  strength  far  exceeded  that  of  any 
reasonable  trout ;  but  a  trout  he  was,  and  a 
perfect  giant,  as  I  saw  to  my  terror  when  he  bounded 
madly  from  the  stream,  and  went  downwards  at 
the  rate  of  six  knots  an  hour.  I  ran  with  Mm, 
easing  the  fine  to  the  best  of  my  skill,  until  some 
high  bushes  stopped  me.  I  gave  myself  up  for  lost ; 
but  my  comrade,  an  old  hand,  foreseeing  the  danger, 
was  there  to  the  rescue,  and,  by  casting  pebbles 
before  the  monster,  frightened  him  into  a  change 
of  proceeding.  He  leaped  again  several  times, 
then  turned  toward  the  loch.  There  was  a  sharp 
rapid  to  work  against,  which  rather  diminished  his 
ardour,  and  by  the  time  he  reached  the  still  water 
his  strength  was  evidently  exhausted.  The  rest  of 
the  struggle  was  all  plain  saiUng  tmtil  it  came  to 
the  landing.  Our  net  was  not  at  all  capable  of 
taking  him  out,  so  we  were  obliged  to  get  his  head 
into  it,  and  almost  shovel  him  on  shore,  a  process 
which  splintered  the  handle  nearly  in  two  ;  but  at 
length  we  had  him  out  safe.  He  was  the  largest 
trout  I  ever  saw,  turning  lljlb.,  so  bright  coloured 
that  his  spots  alone  persuaded  me  he  was  not  a 
salmon.  The  country  people  assured  me  they  had 
never  known  but  one  other  fish  of  equal  size'to  be 
killed  in  these  waters,  and  he  was  taken  in  a  net. 
The  innkeeper  at  Amulrie  begged  me  to  allow  the 
dimensions  to  be  marked  out  on  the  wall  of  his 
snuggery,  and  to  leave  the  fortunate  fly  for  the 
benefit  of  the  angling  brotherhood.  It  was  a  dark 
orange  body,  with  red  hackle  and  woodcock  Aving, 
on  a  No.  8  hook.  We  continued  our  sport  down 
the  Bran,  killing  many  fish,  but  smaller  and  darker 
than  those  of  Loch  Freuchy,  which  are  reno-\\Tied 
above  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  lochs 
and  streams  for  their  handsome  shape  and  colour, 
as  for  their  exquisite  taste.  At  Amulrie  the  equip- 
age of  Mr.  Blunderbuss  was  in  waiting,  according 
to  appointment,  and  we  turned  the  sheltie  south- 
ward -wdth  six  dozen  and  four  trouts,  great  and  small, 
not  including  the  monster. — I  remain.  Sir.  yours, 
etc.,  RiPARius. 

Nov.  12.  183.3. 


National  Aecheby  Association  of  the  United 
States. — In  a  circular  letter  to  the  members  of 
the  National  Archerj'  Association  of  the  United 
States,  Edward  B.  Weston,  of  Chicago,  its  secretary 
and  treasurer,  congratulates  them  on  the  advance- 
ment the  pastime  has  made  during  the  past  season, 
and  says  archery  is  growing  stronger  and  better 
until  to-day  there  are  more  archers  in  the  country 
than  tliere  have  been  in  twenty  years.  He  urges 
every  member  to  pay  his  dues  and  assist  in  every 
way  to  make  the  next  annual  tournament,  to  be 
held  in  Cliicago  next  August,  a  success.  The  officers 
of  the  association  are  the  following :  President, 
Homer  S.  Taylor,  Chicago  ;  \'ice-president,  Tacitus 
Hussey,  Des  Moines ;  secretary-treasurer,  E.  B. 
Weston,  Chicago. 
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KNOTS,  SPLICES, 

BENDS,  &c. 

[Fbom    the    revised    edition    op    "The  Sea- 
flshebman,"  by  the  late  j.  c.  wilcocks.] 


{Continued  from  page  404.) 

The  Overhand  or  Common  Knot  (Fig.  1). — 
This  is  useful  on  the  end  of  a  line  to  prevent  un- 
ravelling, and  I  recommend  that  one  should  be 
made  on  the  end  of  the  sidstrap  of  ground-lines 
over  which  the  snood  is  to  be  looped. 

Regarding  these  matters,  if  in  a  difficulty  consult 
some  old  seaman. 

A  Bend  (Fig.  2).— The  method  of  connecting 
two  ropes  or  lines,  and  additional  security  is 
obtained  by  passing  the  end  round  the  bow  and 
underneath  its  own  part  a  second  time. 

For  facilitating  the  joining  and  casting-off  of 
seine-net  ropes,  etc.,  an  eye  or  loop  is  often  spliced 
in  one  of  the  ends. 

The  Bowline  Knot  (Fig.  3).— One  of  the  most 
important  knots  to  fishermen  and  sailors,  and 
particularly  useful  to  amateurs  whenever  it  is 
requisite  to  make  fast  a  boat  to  a  ring  likely  to 
be  submerged  on  a  rising  tide,  as  the  lower  part  of 
the  knot  in  the  engraving  may  be  made  sufiBciently 
long  to  reach  the  level  of  high  water  if  desired, 
when  the  knot  being  cast  off  the  end  of  the  rope 
may  be  hauled  through  the  ring,  and  the  boat  set 
at  liberty. 

The  Timber/Hitch  (Fig.  4).— A  speedy  method 
of  securing  a  piece  of  timber,  spar,  etc.,  whilst 
afloat,  and  very  useful  also  in  attaching  a  stone 
to  a  bulter,  or  for  the  purpose  of  mooring  a  boat 
in  place  of  an  anchor  on  very  foul  rocky  ground, 
with  an  additional  hitch  at  its  side. 

The  Yoke  Anchor.— Both  in  the  Channel  Isles 
and  Isles  of  Scilly  it  is  the  custom  to  substitute  a 
granite  stone  for  a  lead  sinker,  as  the  bottom  is 
so  very  craggy  m  many  haunts  of  wrasse  or  conners 
that  the  sinkers  are  often  lost.  The  stone  should 
be  slung  by  a  piece  of  twine,  which  can  be  easily 
broken,  and  the  Ime  set  free.  This  is  also  known 
by  the  appellation  of  the  "  killick  "  in  many  places, 
and  consists  of  a  triangular  frame  of  wood,  enclosing 
a  heavy  stone.  The  piece  of  wood  at  the  bottom, 
forming  the  base  of  the  triangle,  projects  beyond 
the  legs  about  .5in.,  and  the  ends  act  much  in  the 
same  way  as  the  flukes  of  an  anchor.  The  legs 
pass  through  two  holes  bored  through  this  piece 
of  wood,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  triangle,  and 
a  pin  through  each  prevents  their  sUpping  out 
again.  This  holds  better  than  a  stone  on  a  mixed 
bottom,  although  it  is  not  equal  to  an  anchor 
on  smooth  ground.  It  is  generally  used  on  a 
rough  bottom,  and  a  short  piece  of  half -worn  rope 
should  be  spliced  into  the  fork  of  the  triangle,  and 
the  cable  be  bent  on  to  this.  If  this  yoke  anchor 
gets  fast  in  the  bottom,  a  heavy  strain  will  break 
the  weak  piece  of  rope,  and  thus  the  cable  will  be 
saved.  The  cost  of  making  one  of  these  yoke 
anchors  is  very  trifling,  and  the  risking  of  a  real 
anchor  is  avoided.  The  stone  described  should 
also  always  be  slung  with  a  weak  piece  of  rope,  and 
the  cable  be  bent  on  to  it,  to  avoid  risk.  Varieties 
of  the  wooden  anchor  combined  with  a  stone  appear 
to  have  been  in  use  by  maritime  nations  from 
remote  periods.  In  Norway  a  wooden  cross  is  used, 
from  the  arms  of  which  four  legs  rise,  and  are 
secured  together,  at  a  height  of  about  2ft.  6in., 
enclosing  a  stone  of  a  sugar-loaf  shape  to  give 
sufficient  weight.  This  will  hold  well  upon  soft 
ground,  and  acts  hke  a  mushroom  anchor,  which 
are  used  for  mooring  the  hghtships.  These  con- 
trivances may  be  looked  on  as  the  parents  of  the 
iron  anchor,  and  doubtless  originated  at  a  very 
remote  period,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  history. 

An  Eye-Splice  (Fig.  5).  —  The  method  of 
forming  a  loop  or  eye  on  the  end  of  a  rope  is  made 
by  untwistmg  three  or  four  inches  of  the  line  or 
rope,  and  having  opened  the  twist  or  lay  with  a 
marline-spike,  pricker,  or  stiletto  (best  adapted  to 
fishing-lme),  inserting  the  middle  strand  first  and 
then  the  other  successively  in  the  openings  to  be 
made  between  the  strands.  This  being  repeated, 
the  ends  are  to  be  drawn  tight,  the  splice  to  be 
beaten  or  rolled  on  the  floor,  and  the  ends  cut  off 
not  quite  close  until  the  splice  has  taken  some 
strain  in  use,  after  which  it  will  never  draw. 

An  eye -splice  with  a  line  or  two  strands  is  even 
more  simple  than  the  above,  and  is  formed  by 


merely  crossing  the  ends  through  the  openings  in 
the  strands. 

A   Short  Splice  with  a  Two-strand  Line 

(Fig.  6). — Very  useful  in  joining  the  two-strand 
snooding  mackerel-lines,  and  formed  by  untwisting 
a  couple  of  inches  of  each  end  and  interlocking 
them  with  each  other,  after  which  the  strands  are 
to  be  opened,  and  the  ends  of  each  to  be  crossed 
three  times  in  the  apertures. 

Crowning  or  Scowing  the  Anchor  (Fig.  7). — 
An  excellent  plan  where  the  bottom  is  doubtful  or 
known  to  consist  of  sand  or  gravel  with  rocks  inter- 
spersed It  is  performed  by  making  fast  the  cable 
where  the  shank  joins  the  arm,  and  stopping  it 
down  to  the  ring  with  a  single  rope  yarn,  or  piece 
of  twine,  for  if  the  anchor  gets  fast  in  a  rock  you 
vrill  probably  clear  it,  as  the  yam  or  twine  will 


short  piece  of  rough  l^in.  plank,  fixed  a  foot  from 
the  stem  of  the  boat,  and  provided  with  two  strong 
belaying  pins  and  a  mast-clarap.  One'of  these  pins 
is  useful  for  belaying  the  cable,  which  can  bo 
instantly  cast  off  and  slipped  if  required  on  any 
sudden  emergency ;  the  other  serves  for  the 
halliards  when  the  mast  is  stepped  forward  for 
sailing  short  distances.  A  ring  for  the  bowsprit 
is  also  fixed  thereto.  Many  accidents,  some  fatal, 
have  happened  for  want  of  this  simple  arrange- 
ment. 

Hooks. 

No  part  of  the  sea-fisherman's  outfit  is  of  more 
importance  and  no  part  has  so  little  attention  paid 
to  it  than  the  hook.  I  am  not  going  into  a  minute 
description  of  the  method  of  making  them  ;  I  will 
merely  state  that  the  best  are  made  of  cast  steel 


Fig.  7.  Pig.  6. 


break  and  the  anchor  be  lifted  by  the  whole  strain  drawn  into  wire,  which  is  cut  into  lengths,  the  barbs 

coming  suddenly  on  the  crown.  raised  with  a  lever  knife,  and  the  points  filed  to 

Slipping  the  Cable. — As  it  sometimes  happens  shape  ;  they  are  then  bent  into  proper  form  round  a 
that  the  particular  fishing-ground  you  desire  to  |  mould,  the  top  of  the  shank  flattened  if  for  sea- 
visit  is  directly  in  the  track  of  passing  shipping,  it  i  fishing,  or  filed  taper  for  fly  fishing,  hardened, 
is  requisite  on  the  approach  of  any  vessel  to  be  |  tempered,  and  finished  by  tinning,  black  varnishing, 
ready  to  remove  out  of  the  track  more  quickly  !  or  bluing.  Good  hooks  are  somewhat  difficult  to 
than  raising  the  anchor  will  admit  of.  I  therefore  obtain  ;  the  makers  will  readily  supply  them,  but 
recommend  some  kind  of  a  buoy,  such  as  a  stump  dealers  want  a  cheap  article,  and  consequently 
end  of  a  mast,  or  broken  oar,  or  a  small  bag  of  every  device  is  resorted  to  to  save  a  penny  or 
cork,  always  to  be  kept  bent  on  to  the  inner  end  of  twopence  in  the  hundred.  Many  hooks  are  only 
the  cable,  which  being  thrown  overboard,  the  boat  made  of  iron  case-hardened,  which  are  useless  with 
is  at  once  set  at  liberty,  and  all  risk  of  collision  heavy  fish.  There  are  hooks  now  sold  which  to 
may  be  avoided  by  baclmig  astern,  by  a  few  strokes  appearance  are  excellent,  of  Limerick  shape  and 
of  the  oars.  The  vessel  having  passed,  the  buoy  good  finish,  but  the  metal  is  worthless,  and  they 
may  be  picked  up,  and  the  position  at  once  resumed.  1  break  with  a  very  small  strain. 
In  connection  with  this,  I  may  as  well  draw  the  While  on  the  subject,  I  may  mention  that  hooks 
attention  of  my  readers  to  the                             I  for  special  purposes  are  sometimes  left  soft. 

Belaying  Thwart. — The  belaying  thwart  is  a  I  The  fishermen  at  Dover,  Folkestone,  etc.,  lay 
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long  trots  for  silver  whiting :  the  ground  is  very 
foul,  and  the  hooks  used  by  them  are  made  of  soft 
iron  wire  tinned  ;  if  they  catch  the  rocky  ground, 
or  are  taken  by  rough  fish,  such  as  rays,  they  bend, 
but  are  afterwards  easily  put  in  shape  again  ;  at 
the  same  time  they  are  quite  strong  enough  to  catch 
the  whiting,  which  seldom  run  there  over  1  lb.  or 
lilb.    These  hooks  are  of  French  manufacture. 

Whipping  and  Bending  on  Hooks.— There  are 
several  methods  of  fastening  hooks  on  to  the  lengths 
of  the  different  materials  used  for  snoods.  For 
fresh-water  fishing,  the  usual  plan  is  to  whip  hook 
and  gut  together  with  fine  silk  well  waxed  ;  but  for 
sea-fishing,  snoods  of  hemp,  flax,  or  silk  are  fre- 
quently employed,  and  these  are  tied  or  bent  on 
the  hooks  as  described  below. 

For  many  years,  however,  the  use  of  silkworm 
gut,  either  single  or  twisted,  has  been  extended  to 
sea-fishing,  and  it  is  now  generally  used  in  mackerel 
and  other  fishing,  where  the  bait  is  near  the  surface, 
when  much  depends  on  the  tackle  being  fine.  In 
deep  water  the  snoods  may  be  used  stronger  with 
advantage,  double  or  treble  gut  being  much  in 
favour. 

The  snoods  generally  used  by  fishermen  are  of 
two  sorts  :  one  sold  in  small  knots  of  about  ten 
yards  each,  which  are  cut  into  lengths  for  use  ; 
the  other  sort  is  made  by  doubling  one  or  more 
strands  of  fine  twine  and  twisting  them  together. 
The  first  are  fastened  on  by  taking  two  half  hitches 
round  the  top  of  the  hook,  forming  the  common 
clove-hitch  ;  these  are  pulled  as  tight  as  possible, 
and  then  a  third  half  hitch  is  passed  over  the  lower 
part  of  the  hook,  so  that  the  line  points  upwards. 
The  knot  lies  closer  and  neater  if  about  an  inch  of 
the  end  of  the  snooding  be  unravelled  and  wetted 
before  tying  it  to  the  hook. 

The  method  adopted  with  the  double  snood  is  to 
pass  the  snood  through  the  double  end,  thereby 
forming  a  loop  ;  this  is  passed  over  the  top  of  the 
hook,  drawn  tight,  and  a  single  half  hitch  made 
below  it ;  this  is  an  excellent  fastening,  being  neat 
and  strong.  The  best  snoods  for  pout,  whiting,  and 
fish  up  to  41b.  or  51b.  weight,  are  made  of  Shrews- 
bury thread  (No.  25)  doubled  as  above.  No.  18  may 
be  used  by  those  who  Uke  tackle  a  little  stronger : 
this  in  careful  hands  is  equal  to  fish  of  81b.  or 
101b.  weight.  To  make  a  16in.  snood,  take  a 
piece  of  thread  42in.  long,  tie  the  ends  to  two  of  the 
hooks  of  the  twisting- machine,  hang  the  lead  on  to 
the  middle  of  the  thread,  and  turn  the  handle  a 
few  times  round,  with  or  against  the  sun,  as  may 
be  necessary,  taking  care  that  the  twist  in  the 
thread  be  increased  and  not  diminished  ;  then 
place  a  small  piece  of  wood  or  wire  between  the  two 
strands  close  to  the  lead  and  gradually  raise  it  as 
the  snood  twists,  turning  the  handle  gently  at  the 
same  time.  Two  or  three  trials  will  show  the  right 
amount  of  twist  ;  too  much  should  not  be  used,  or 
the  material  will  be  so  punished  as  to  break  with  a 
very  small  strain.  If  Shrewsbury  thread  cannot 
be  obtained,  shoe-thread,  or  the  sort  called  whitey- 
brown,  will  answer,  but  not  so  well  as  the  first 
named,  as  they  do  not  possess  that  amount  of 
stiffness  which  is  so  desirable  in  all  snoodings  to 
prevent  entanglement,  to  which  hmp  snoodings 
when  wet  are  particularly  Uable.  Snooding  can  be 
made  in  6ft.  lengths  also,  either  with  the  twisting 
machine  or  by  the  nossil-cock  or  fisherman's  spinner. 

In  making  these  longer  snoodings — or,  as  they 
are  provincially  named,  nossils — two  persons  are 
necessary,  as  the  machine,  whether  the  twisting 
engine  or  the  nossU-cock,  must  be  fixed  about  7ft. 
above  the  ground,  and  one  should  stand  on  a  stool 
or  chair  (in  using  the  jack),  whilst  the  other  attends 
to  and  regulates  the  twisting  of  the  strands,  as 
before  described.  The  shorter  snoodings  are  used 
with  the  Kentish  and  Southampton  fishing  gear, 
the  longer  with  the  boat-shaped,  Newfoundland, 
Dartmouth,  and  Grapnel  or  Creeper  sinker  rigs, 
these  being  the  two  classes  of  long  and  short 
snooded  tackle  or  gear.  The  latter  term  "gear" 
is  that  in  universal  use  amongst  sailors  and  sea 
fishermen,  and  to  which  I  recommend  all  my  readers 
to  accustom  themselves  in  conversation  with  men 
connected  -with  the  sea  and  its  belongings,  if  they 
wish  to  be  understood. 

Hooks  upon  single  gut  are  not  whipped  on  as  in 
fresh-water  fishing,  as  from  the  rough  treatment 
they  meet  with  the  gut  would  soon  chafe  and 
break.  One  plan  is  to  make  a  loop  at  the  end  of 
the  gut ;  it  is  first  soaked  in  warm  water,  then 
turned  back  about  Sin.  and  a  common  overhand 
knot^made,  but  the  loop  is  passed  a  second  time 
through^the  ring  of  the  knot  before  it  is  drawn 
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tight.  This  is  called  the  gut  knot,  and  when 
properly  made  it  looks  something  like  the  figure  8, 
and  cripples  the  gut  less  than  any  other  tie.  It  is 
then  fastened  by  putting  the  end  through  the  loop, 
drawing  it  tight,  and  making  a  half  hitch  below, 
exactly  as  with  double  snooding,  or  it  is  looped  on. 
In  this  a  small  loop  of  silk  or  flax  snooding  is 
whipped  to  the  top  of  the  hook,  as  described  below, 
the  gut  loop  is  passed  through  the  loop  on  the  hook 
and  over  the  lower  part,  forming  a  sort  of  hinge- 
joint.  This  is  called  the  Nottingham  bend,  and 
has  great  advantages ;  one  hook  fitted  in  this 
manner  will  outlast  ten  tied  on  fresh-water  fashion. 

To  whip  a  hook  on  to  triple  gut,  wet  the  gut 
and  make  a  knot  very  near  the  end,  take  some  fine 
sewing  silk  well  waxed,  place  the  end  close  to  the 
knot,  and  take  a  few  spiral  turns  up  the  gut,  then 
whip  downwards  with  close  turns  until  about  a 
Jin.  above  the  knot,  place  hook  and  gut  together, 
and  continue  the  whipping  to  the  end  of  the  gut. 
To  finish  off,  lay  the  silk  against  the  shank,  leaving 
a  loop  which  must  be  passed  roxmd  the  bend  three 
or  four  times,  so  that  the  silk  is  between  these 
turns  and  the  hook,  then  pinch  the  hook  between 
the  finger  and  thumb,  and  draw  the  silk  tight, 
when  the  end  may  be  cut  off. 

{To  he  continued.) 


ALL  BUT  A  BLANK,  AND  HOW  I 
.  BEOKE  THE  LAW  !— MY  CHEIST- 
MAS  EVE'S  EXPEEIENCE. 


I  MADE  up  my  mind,  if  the  weather  should  prove 
anything  like  favourable,  I  would  put  in  a  full  day's 
grayling  fishing  on  Christmas  Eve  ;  that  determina- 
tion was  brought  about  from  the  knowledge  that  the 
river  was  in  good  condition,  and  that  during  the 
whole  of  Sunday  the  mercury  was  dovm  to  freezing 
point.  But  the  fickleness  of  our  climate  is  proverbial, 
and  during  my  matutinal  tubbing  on  Monday  morn- 
ing I  discovered  the  thermometer  had  risen  some  ten 
degrees.  As  morning  dawned  all  traces  of  Sunday's 
frost  had  disappeared,  and  rain  showers  were  in 
evidence,  and  I  was  forcibly  reminded  of  Bobby 
Burns'  lines — 

"The  best-laid  schemes  o'  mice  aod  men 
Gang  aft  a-gley," 
and  I  wavered  in  my  determination,  half  making 
up  my  mind  to  content  myself  with  a  couple  of 
hours'  angling  close  to  home  after  luncheon.  But 
atmospherically  things  improved  in  another  hour's 
time,  and  "  Put  the  pony  in,  Charles,"  was  the 
order. 

Our  people  know  that  if  I  wish  to  be  driven 
fishing  in  summer  it  means  west,  in  winter,  east, 
and  I  believe  the  pony  is  equally  cognisant  of 
these  facts. 

During  our  six  miles'  eastward  journey  the 
bright  sunshine  in  which  we  commenced  it  soon 
disappeared,  the  wind  became  boisterous,  and  the 
heavy  black  clouds  over  the  dale  heads  and  the 
ridges  on  each  side  of  the  valley  increased  in 
density,  and  it  was  evident  "  they  were  having  a 
rough  time  of  it,"  as  the  natives  say,  and  that 
heavy  rain  was  falling  on  the  watersheds  of  the 
Yore,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Swale. 

The  rain  looked  like  very  soon  reaching  us,  too, 
and  on  arriving  at  our  (rendezvous  the  smiling 
farmer  exclaimed,  "  Ye  are  a  game  'un,  sir,  and  no 
mistak' ;  ye  look  like  catchin'  cold  for  Christmas  if 
ye  catch  ought  at  all"  ;  and  after  I  had  put  the 
rod  together  and  run  the  line  through  my 
favourite  split-cane,  a  bitterly  cold  rain  com- 
menced to  fall,  and  as  I  saw  the  pony  and 
car  turning  on  the  road  for  home,  common- 


sense   said,   "chuck   it,   as   a    bad    job,  and 
go  with  them"  ;  but  enthusiasm  whispered,  "it 
will  soon  pass  over."    This  it  did,  and  I  com- 
menced "swimming  the  worm,"  and  continued  to 
do  so  for  a  full  hour ;  but  I  might  as  well  have  been 
swimm  ng  gold,  it  would  have  proved  quite  as 
attractive,  anyway,  as  my  gilt-tails  for  what  notice 
the  grayling  took  of  them.  A  hungry  salmon  kelt, 
however,  devoured  a  large  brandling  T  offered  as 
the  next  recourse.    We  soon  parted  company,  I 
minus  a  No.  8  fine  wire  hook,  three  yards  of 
gossamer  gat,  a  float,  and  soms  five  yards  of  fine 
silk  line.    The  high  wind  increased  by  this  to  half 
a  gale,  and  it  was  only  with  difficulty  that  I  could 
find   a  stream  or   two   in  beads   of   the  river 
sufficiently  sheltered  to  even  keep  the  bait  in 
the  water,  and  all  I  did  for  another  hour  was  to 
drown  worms,  and  to  spoil  a  keeper's  chance  of 
sport  by  putting  up  a  flock  of  mftllards  before  he 
had  any  chance  of  getting  within  gun-shot  of 
them.    Of  course,  I  was  ignorant  of  his  Boer- 
like   tactics    behind    a   fence ;     ho    took  my 
apology  with  good  grace,  and  I  went  on,  and 
as  the  worm  had  proved  such  an  utter  failure, 
my  last  recourse  was  miggots,  but  I  met  with 
no  better  success,  and  as  the   shades   of  night 
were  falling  fast   over   a  short  winter's  day,  I 
was  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  added 
another  to  many  blank  days  during  the  longish  life- 
time I  have  spent  in  angling,  when  the  white-capped 
round  cork  float  I  invariably  use  in  a  bad  light 
suddenly  went  down  and  I  hooked  a  fish.  Before 
he  was  in  the  net  I  saw  he  was  a  trout,  and  I  soon 
grassed  a  barren  fish  in  far  better  condition  than 
many  trout  I  have  caught  in  April.    Intent  on  my 
fishing  I  did  not  notice  the  arrival  of  a  small  boy, 
and  I  was  startled  at  the  request,  "  Will  you  please 
give  it  to  me,  sir  ?  " 

"  Oh,  but,  my  lad,  it's  a  trout,  it's  close  time,  and 
if  I  give  him  to  you  and  the  water-bail  ff  hears  of  it 
he'll  make  things  warm  for  ms  "  ;  but  the  youngster 
urgently  pleaded,  "Do  give  him  me,  sir,  please. 
Mother's  ill,  and  we  couldn't  get  her  any  fish 
to-day."  "Do  you  fish,"  I  asked.  "No,  sir, 
but  the  fish  cart  hasn't  been  round  to-day." 
I  looked  at  the  fish,  then  at  the  river,  then  at  the 
pleading  countenance  of  the  boy.  He  got  the  fish. 
With  "  Thank  you,  sir,  thank  you,"  he  hastened 
to  a  cottage  close  to  the  riverside,  opened  the 
door,  and  I  heard  him  joyfully  exclaim,  "Oh, 
mother,  look,  look !" 

That's  how  I  broke  the  law  on  Christmas  Eve, 
and,  by  Jove,  if  Moses  and  all  the  retinue  of  water- 
bailiffs  in  Yorkshire  had  been  present  I'd  have 
done  it. 

We  all  retired  to  rest  on  Christmas  Eve 
prophesying  a  green  Yuletide,  to  wake  on 
Christmas  morning  to  find  the  hardest  frost  of  the 
season,  and  before  the  Christmas  parties  had 
broken  up,  all  Yorkshire  was  enveloped  in  snow. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  there  are  eight  or  more 
degrees  of  frost,  and  the  drifting  snow  is  too  deep  to 
allow  anyone  to  get  to  the  riverside  with  safety. 
These  facts  are  responsible  for  this  yarn,  which, 
unless  it  is  consigned  to  the  editorial  crematorium, 
may  show  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  the  great  uncertainty  of  winter  grayling 
fishing,  even  to  anglers  who  spend  their  time  on 
the  river  banks,  and  know  where  the  fish  are  to  be 
caught— if  they  are  in  the  humour  ;  but  there  is  a 
big  "  if  "  in  it.  John  E.  Millee. 

AN  OLD-TIME  ANGLING  JAUNT. 

Have  the  old-fashioned  winters  left  us  for  ever  ? 
Shall  we  never  again  experience  the  keen  excite- 
ment of  a  winter  day's  pike-fishing,  when  the  edges 
of  the  mere  are  fringed  -nith  ice,  and  the  fine  is 
frozen  in  the  rod-rings  ;  when,  as  we  drive  to  our 
destination,  the  horse's  hoofs  ring  out  on  the  hard 
high  road,  which  is  lined  on  either  side  by  the 
whitened  forms  of  trees  and  bushes  that  in  their 
fairyhke  garb  scintillate  the  morning  sunhght  from 
a  million  centres  ;  when  the  baits  in  the  can  are 
strong  and  Uvely  to  the  last ;  when  our  quarry  is 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  his  appetite  ravenous  ; 
when  the  angler  himself  draws  the  keen,  frosty  air 
into  his  lungs  vath  a  rehsh  unmistakable,  and  a 
warm  glow — once  'experienced  never  forgotten — 
passes  through  him  as  a  fish  is  run,  played,  and 
brought  to  the  gaff  ?  Two  decades  ago  your  keen 
pike-fisher  waited  for  such  weather  before  nego- 
tiating his  pet  pools  ;  now  season  after  season  his 
rod  must  perforce  lie  idle,  or  his  sport  be  pursued 
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in  "  open  "  weather  that  is  no  more  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  ideal  pike-fishing  weather  of  old 
than  chalk  is  to  cheese. 

These  mild  wanters  are  neither  good  for  anglers 
nor  fish.  "  A  green  Christmas  and  a  fat  church- 
yard "  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  was  twenty  years 
back,  and  I,  at  any  rate,  should  want  a  lot  of 
convincing  that,  Esox  lucius  fights  as  gamely  in 
open  weather  as  he  did  when  a  keen  frost  was  in 
the  air.  Nor  does  he  attain  to  such  grand  condition. 
Further,  I  must  plead  guilty  to  a  sneaking  fondness 
for  the  old-fashioned  winter  associations — the  cosy 
fireside,  with  the  knowledge  of  a  blinding  snow- 
storm drifting  over  the  country  outside  ;  whisky 
punch  and  a  soothing  pipe  ;  a  Christmas  tree  and 
"  snapdragons  "  for  the  youngsters,  and,  when  the 
ponds  are  too  firmly  ice-bound  for  angling,  a  turn 
with  the  skates  for  young  and  old  alike.  But  who 
can  really  revel  in  the  fireside,  the  whisky,  the  pipe, 
the  tree  or  "  snapdragons  "  with  a  drizzUng  rain 
outside  and  the  roads  ankle  deep  in  mud  ?  And 
the  only  skating  left  to  us  is  on  wheels  at  some 
public  rink.  Next  consider  the  arrival  of  the  fair 
sex  at  a  friendly  gathering  then  and  now.  Then 
they  came  in  from  the  frosty  air  with  the  bonnie 
bloom  of  health  on  their  cheeks,  and  fun  dancing  in 
their  eyes,  the  picture  of  healthy  English  woman- 
hood; a  warm  ruffle  around  their  necks,  a  dainty 
toque  pinned  to  their  tresses.  Mayhap  it  was 
snowing,  and  if  so  a  saucy  tap  at  each  number 
three  little  boot  to  remove  the  snow,  a  still  more 
saucy  toss  of  the  head  to  be  rid  of  the  flakes  that 
have  gathered  on  the  tresses  aforesaid,  and  a  dozen 
hands  are  ready  to  assist  in  removing  the  ruffle 
and  coat  that  cover  such  an  inviting  picture. 
Now  they  come  in  long  waterproof  cloaks,  with 
goloshes  on  their  tootsies,  and  carry  umbrellas  ;  they 
are  wet  and  uncomfortable,  and  no  one  knows 
better  than  themselves  how  their  first  appearance 
falls  flat — as  compared  with  the  past — in  the  non- 
Christmassy  weather  of  modern  times.  We  see 
them  in  Christmas  numbers  of  illustrated  papers 
as  they  were,  and  as  we  all  hope  they  wiU  be  again, 
but  that  is  small  comfort  to  them — and  to  us  !  And 
even  the  Christmas  numbers  are  beginning  to  believe 
the  game  is  played  out. 

I  have  never  told  you  how  I  caught  my  biggest 
pike,  and  it  is  because  its  capture  occurred  on  one 
of  those  old-fashioned  winter  days  that  I  have  a 
mind  to  tell  you  now  ;  for  the  next  best  thing  to 
experiencing  those  days  is  to  think  of  and  talk 
about  them.  I  would  warn  you  at  once  that  you 
will  not  learn  of  the  capture  of  a  monster.  I  have 
fished  some  of  the  best  pike  waters  in  the  British 
Isles,  and  have  tried  hard,  very  hard,  to  get  a  big 
fish,  but  this,  my  biggest  one,  only  scaled  231b. 
Disheartening,  is  it  not  ?  But  I  still  hope  to  get  a 
real  big  one  before  I  plumb  the  last  deep  swim  of 
all.  I  did  hook  a  whacker  in  Lough  Mask  on  one 
occasion,  and  held  him  for  some  time  ;  then  he  got 
into  the  weeds,  and  I  lost  him  there.  I  saw  that 
fish  twice,  and  should  put  him  down  at  fully  301b.  ; 
at  any  rate,  he  was  by  far  the  biggest  I  ever  hooked. 
On  another  occasion  I  hooked  two  good  fish  in 
Lough  Conn  and  lost  both  those  ;  and  a  fourth ' '  big 
'im"  was  hooked  and  lost  in  a  private  water  in 
Kent.  So  you  see  I've  had  frightfully  bad  luck 
with  my  big  fish.  I  have  had  scores  between  151b. 
and  201b.,  but  am  still  sighing  for  that  40-pounder, 
and  would  not  mind  having  to  put  up  with  a  30- 
pounder  to  go  on  with  ! 

Christmas  time,  1882.  The  express  pulled  up 
at  a  Uttle  junction  from  which  I  was  to  travel 
about  seven  miles  down  a  branch  line  to  my  destina- 
tion. I  had  nine  dozen  of  grand  Thames  dace  in 
a  milk-can,  and  these  were  removed  from  the  train, 
together  with  my  tackle  and  other  belongings. 
Nothing  like  a  milk-can — in  those  days — in  which 
to  travel  baits.  I  was  the  only  passenger  to  aUght, 
and  quickly  after  the  express  steamed  away  north, 
shedding  a  shower  of  "  live  "  coal,  and  lighting  up 
the  night  from  the  furnace  doors  of  the  locomotive, 
as  it  snorted  on  its  way.  The  junction  lay  in  an 
exposed  position  ;  the  night  was  frosty  and  a  keen 
wind  came  from  the  neighbouring  hills  ;  so  I  got 
into  the  waiting  branch  line  train  and  snuggled 
down.  It  took  nearly  half  an  hour  to  complete 
those  seven  miles,  and,  as  I  had  previously  travelled 
some  considerable  distance  on  the  main  line,  I 
was  not  sorry  when  the  traift  pulled  up  at  my 
destination.  Here  I  found  my  friend's  brougham 
awaiting  me,  and,  as  arranged,  a  farm  cart  to  carry 
the  milk-can  and  its  invaluable  contents.  I  well 
remember  that  not  one  of  those  nine  dozen  dace 
had  turned  up  at  the  end  of  the  journey. 


My  friend  was,  and  still  is,  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  several  thousand  acres  of  land,  including  grouse 
mountains,  pheasant  coverts,  rabbit  warrens,  a 
river  and  several  lakes.  His  home  is  a  grand  old 
Elizabethan  mansion,  approached  from  a  winding 
carriage  drive  through  a  magnificent  avenue  of 
trees.  He  is  a  capital  all-round  sportsman,  and 
we  had  decided  to  give  the  pike  in  the  big  lake 
and  in  the  river  a  "  rare  fine  flicking  "  ;  hence 
the  nine  dozen  baits.  I  received  a  hearty  welcome 
at  the  hands  of  himself,  his  v/iie,  and  family,  and 
the  rest  of  a  regular  old-fashioned  house  party  that 
had  assembled  for  the  holiday.  Dinner  was  over, 
but  the  butler  had  a  substantial  meal  awaiting 
me,  which  I  did  ample  justice  to.  Then  I  joined  my 
friend  and  his  other  guests  in  the  smoking-room, 
and  until  the  small  hours  of  the  morning  we  sat 
around  recounting  our  varied  shooting  and  fishing 
experiences.  With  the  exception  of  our  host,  I 
was  the  only  angler  ;  the  others  were  all  shooting 
men,  and  some  of  the  stories  they  had  to  tell  were 
regular  hair-raisers,  which  was  only  an  early 
example  of  what  has  been,  with  me,  a  lifelong 
experience :  that  shooting  men  can  give  anglers  a 
big  start  and  win  easily  at  lying  about  their  sport. 
I  went  to  bed  and  dreamed  that  all  the  baits  had 
turned  up. 

The  morning  broke  clear  and  frosty,  with  just  a 
shght  covering  of  hard  pellets  of  snow  on  the 
ground.  Breakfast  at  the  Hall  is  a  "  come  as  you 
please "  institution,  and  help  yourself  from  the 
sideboard.  I  was  numbered  among  the  late  arrivals 
— most  of  the  shooting  men  were  away,  bent  on  a 
massacre  of  bunnies  ;  there  remained  my  host  and 
his  son,  and  we  three  laid  plans  for  the  day,  finally 
deciding  to  give  the  lake  a  trial  first,  as  in  all 
probability  it  would  be  frozen  over  in  a  few  days, 
when  we  should  perforce  be  compelled  to  resort  to 
the  river.  There  was  a  doubt  that  we  might  get 
some  snow,  with  a  consequent  ruination  of  our 
chances  in  the  river,  but  the  lake  had  our  votes 
in  the  end,  and  presently  we  were  bowling  along 
behind  a  thoroughbred  mare  in  its  direction.  The 
store  of  baits  had  been  carefully  transferred  from 
the  milk-can  to  a  floating  cage  in  the  river,  and  we 
took  with  us  just  sufflcient  for  the  day's  work  only. 
Our  fishing  tackle  was  supplemented  by  a  single- 
barrel  8-bore  and  a  pair  of  12-bores,  these  for  the 
use  of  my  host  and  his  son  in  case  of  a  chance 
shot  at  duck  ;  at  that  time  I  did  no  shooting 
myself. 

The  lake  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  hills,  and 
is  surrounded  by  some  of  the  best  grouse  moorland 
for  miles  around  ;  it  is  about  five  and  twenty  acres 
in  extent,  and  although  shallow  for  the  most  part 
there  are  many  very  deep  holes  in  it.  In  common 
with  other  sheets  of  water  away  north,  the  shores 
mostly  shelve  out  very  gradually,  and  for  some 
distance  are  fringed  with  reeds  and  rushes.  These 
had  almost  died  down,  but  sufflcient  cover  was  left 
for  a  number  of  moorhens  to  scuttle  in  and  out  and 
round  about.  Two  large  packs  of  widgeon  were 
spotted  on  the  lake,  and  overhead  a  string  of 
mallard  winged  their  flight  away  from  a  sheltered 
corner  of  the  lake,  from  which  they  rose  as  we 
passed  quite  close  by  on  our  way  to  the  cosy  shooting 
lodge  erected  on  the  bank.  To  the  lodge  is  attached 
a  boat-house,  and  I  need  hardly  say  the  fittings  of 
the  interior  were  aU  that  an  angler  or  shot  could 
desire.  They  included  a  very  useful  cellarette.  At 
the  lodge  we  found  our  attendant  for  the  day  had 
already  started  a  roaring  fire  on  the  hearth,  and 
the  punt  was  in  readiness  for  the  coming  slaughter. 
Our  party  was  also  now  strengthened  by  "  Floss,"  a 
wonderfully  clever  spaniel,  and  "  Bang,"  a  perfect 
picture  of  an  Irish  red  setter,  whose  manifestations 
of  joy  at  the  sight  of  their  master  and  his  son 
were  of  a  very  marked  character.  But  they  eyed 
me  with  that  pitying  distrust  which  every  well- 
trained  sporting  dog  has,  instinctively,  for  an  angler 
pure  and  simple.  A  few  minutes  sufficed  to  put  up 
our  rods  and  transfer  the  baits  to  the  well  of  the 
punt ;  then  a  brief  visit  to  the  cellarette,  and  we 
were  ready  for  a  start,  our  party  being  divided 
as  follows  :  my  host,  the  keeper,  and  myself  in  the 
punt ;  my  friend's  son,  with  "  Floss  "  and  "  Bang," 
electing  to  have  a  try  at  the  duck  from  the  shore, 
with  the  ofj-chance  of  a  grouse  as  well,  although  the 
latter  had  been  pretty  well  shot  over  previously. 

In  those  days  my  pike  fishing  was  chiefly  limited 
to  the  use  of  live-snap  tackle,  fished  with  a  float, 
and  the  hook  was  a  single  triangle  of  somewhat  awe- 
inspiring  dimensions,  but  it  generally  held.  In  very 
deep  holes  a  paternoster  had  to  be  used,  and  here, 
again,  the  hook  was  a  single  triangle  stuck  in  the 


dorsal  fin  of  the  bait ;  the  square-bent  single  lip 
hook  used  by  that  prince  of  pike  fishers,  Alfred 
Jardine,  was  not  known  to  mo  vmtil  two  or  three 
years  later.  Even  now  I  prefer  the  triangle  at 
times.  We  live-baited  all  the  most  likely  spots,  and 
in  the  result  retained  half  a  dozen  fish,  ranging  from 
41b.  to  71b.  or  81b.,  returning  a  similar  number  of 
undersized  fish  to  the  water.  Then  we  carefully 
searched  the  deep  holes  with  paternosters,  but  only 
succeeded  in  getting  two  or  three  more  small  ones. 
Then  I  used  up  the  baits  spoiled  for  live-snap  on 
a  spinning  flight,  but  could  only  attract  small  fish. 
And  so  the  first  day  came  to  a  close  -ndth  the  biggest 
fish  not  over  81b.  Still,  the  experience  was  an 
enjoyable  one.  We  had  a  capital  lunch  in  the 
lodge,  and  my  friend's  son  accounted  for  several 
duck  and  a  brace  of  grouse,  so  the  bag  at  night 
was  not  such  a  very  unsuccessful  efiort. 

E.  S.  S. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Eeporta  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by 
first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

;30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  for  Kew. 


50 


Putney.  ArldJ^^   >•    >>  Richmond. 

Hammersmith.  -^""JSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
Barnes.  [85   ,,    „  Teddington. 

Example. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  Loudon  Bridge, 
it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  86  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  upstream  accelerates  the  tide  very 
much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OP  High  Water  at  London  Bridqb. 

Morning.  Evening. 
Saturday,    Dec.  29    1.  1    1.22 


Sunday,  „  30 
Monday,  ,,  31 
Tuesday,  .Tan.  1 
Wednesday,  ,,  2 
Thursday,  „  3 
Friday,  „  4 


1.  1 
1.42 
2.17 
2.50 
3.25 
4.  0 
4.36 


2.  0 
2.34 

3.  7 
3.42 
4.18 
4.53 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
clearing,  the  snow  having  had  very  little  effect 
on  the  water.  There  have  been  very  few  anglers 
out  during  the  week.  Christmas  Day  was  a 
very  favourable  one  for  angling,  but  fewer  sportsmen 
were  out  than  usual  at  this  period.  Those  who 
were  reserving  themselves  for  Boxing  Day  found  a 
decided  surprise,  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  having 
covered  the  country  during  the  night.  Unfor- 
tunately, instead  of  the  day  opening  with  sunshine 
and  crispness  there  was  a  cold  north-east  wind, 
which  rendered  angling  anything  but  pleasant. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  tidal 
waters,  and  chub  and  pike  have  been  had  in  the 
waters  above  Bell  Weir.  A  Happy  New  Year  and 
plenty  of  sport  in  1907  is  my  wish  to  all  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottisham  I>ooka  (Waterbeaon).  —  Since  my 
last  report  the  weather  has  taken  a  thoroughly 
wintry  tone :  snowing,  sleeting  and  raining  by 
turns.  To-day  (Wednesday)  angling  for  this  week 
is  out  of  all  question,  which  is  a  great  disappoint- 
ment to  the  numerous  holiday  anglers.  Should  the 
weather  change  quickly  this  river  is  soon  in  con- 
dition, being  a  "gravel  bottom. — John  O.  Geobge, 
Beche  Road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  satisfactory 
reports  are  given  with  regard  to  the  spawning 
season,  and  anglers  will  hear  this  with  much  satis- 
faction. The  Dart  Board  of  Conservators,  who 
have  hitherto  paid  a  shilling  per  head  for  shags 
have  decided  to  consider  the  matter  at  the 
next  meeting,  with  a  view  to  continuing  the 
practice  or  otherwise.  A  larger  number  of 
licences  were  issued  on  the  moor  last  year 
than  in  1905.  The  amount  remitted  by  the 
Duchy  steward  (Mr.  Barringdon)  was  £30  14s.  3d., 
against  £25  12s.  6d.  last  season.  The  report  of  the 
Hatchery  Committee  for  the  proposed  experimental 
ponds,  two  acres  in  extent,  at  New  Bridge,  stated 
that  the  Hon.  R.  Dawson  would  let  the  land  at  £3 
per  annum,  and-  that  building  stone  and  sand 
could  be  obtained  without  charge  from  his 
property,  and  that  Mr.  Struben  had  given 
permission  for  the  water  to  be  turned  down  the  old 
leat,  provided  that  the  flow  of  the  river  was  not 
appreciably  affected.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
scheme  is  £120.  Whether  the  scheme  will  be 
carried  out  still  remains  to  be  seen,  and  whether 
the  conservators  will  effect  their  purpose  is 
a  matter  for  conjecture.  It  seems  rather 
curious  to  push  the  experimental  ponds 
scheme  when  the  Board  have  little  notion  as  to 
how  the  fish  are  to  be  fed  when  they  are  bred. 
According  to  previqus   reports,  there  seems  to 
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HowiETOUN  Fishery 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  this  Season's  NEW  PRICE  LIST  of 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINC8,  AND  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

OF 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO..  STIRLING,  N.B. 

Telegraphic  Address:  "HOWIETOUN,  STIRLING."  Telephone:  3a,  BANNOCKBURN. 

Nothing  to  equal  the  size  and  quality  of  Howie- 
toun  Ova. 

No  unimpregnated  or  weak  Eggs  sent  out  from 
Howietoun. 

Howietoun  Spawning  Fish^  being  all  fed  on 
natural  food,  quality  for  quality,  their  Ova  are  the 
cheapest  and  best  in  Europe. 

FINEST  SELECTION  OF  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT 

OVA  IN  THE  WORLD. 

ORDERS  SHOULD  BE  BOOKED  AT  ONCE  to  prevent  disappointment. 
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be  a  lack  of  natural  food  in  the  river,  and  the 
question  is  whether  the  supply  can  be  augmented, 
Of  course,  the  past  season  has  been  a  very  bad  one, 
but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  the  drought  had 
more  to  do  with  it  than  anything  else.  However, 
further  developments  may  be  expected  at  the  next 
meeting,  when  something  definite  will  undoubtedly 
be  decided. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Ezeter)s — The  very  severe  cold 
has  kept  our  anglers  at  the  fireside,  the  riverside 
they  have  found  a  little  too  oppressive  and  open. 
A  few  pike  have  been  caught  near  St.  David's  and 
in  the  old  haunts.  A  member  of  the  Exeter 
Angling  Association,  however,  has  informed  our  City 
scribe  for  the  "  Express  and  Echo  "  that  the  canal 
pike  fishing  has  proved  very  discouraging,  with  the 
consequence  that  some  of  the  rodsmen  have  trans- 
ferred their  activities  to  the  Tiverton  Canal.  Asked 
for  a  reason,  he  could  only  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  stock  of  pike  had  been  almost  exhausted 
by  the  persistent  attacks  upon  it.  No  less  than  60 
of  the  species  have  been  caught  by  members  of  the 
Angling  Association  alone.  Adding  the  considerable 
number  which  other  fishermen  have  captured,  a 
great  improvement  of  the  prospects,  so  far  as  the 
other  fish  is  concerned,  should  certainly  result. 
Having  fished  both  canals  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  I  can  verify  that  the  Tiverton  Canal  is  one 
of  the  best  for  large  pike,  perch,  tench,  and  eels  one 
would  wish  to  meet  with — in  fact,  some  j^ears  ago 
some  pike  (from  21b.  to  31b.  each)  were  brought  down 
from  Tiverton  to  E.xeter,  and  placed  in  the  canal  alive 
with  success,  thanks  to  the  enterprise  of  some  prac- 
tical pike  anglers,  who  wished  to  improve  that  class 
of  fishing  and  keep  down  the  large  number  of  small 
fry,  which  tormented  sportsmen  who  tried  for  roach 
and  caught  and  still  catch  unsized  fish.  The  remains 
of  the  much-respected  and  well-known  Walter 
Knight  were  recovered  near  Powderham  last  week, 
And  laid  to  rest  on  Saturday  last,  the  funeral  being 
largely  attended,  and  pubhc  sympathy  for  the 
invalid  wife  and  three  children  has  taken  a  generous 
and  practical  form,  nearly  £200  being  raised  by 
voluntary  contributions.  Some  mullet  have  been 
caught  in  Exmouth  Dock,  and  several  good  catches 
of  pollack  have  been  made  on  the  pier  with  the 
locally  known  white  fly.  One  angler,  Mr.  Maxwell, 
secured  over  one  hundred  last  week.  At  one  tide  he 
captured  a  record  catch,  viz.,  five  and  a  half  dozen 
of  good-sized  fish;  other  fortunate  captors  being 
Messrs.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Cobby,  Beck,  Bastin 
(two),  Perry,  Trevalhck,  and  others. — Red  Palmeb. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  Before  the  wintry 
weather  arrived,  some  good  roach  were  being  taken 
in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Lea.  In  the  Ware 
district  one  of  the  fish  caught  sealed  nearly  21b.  It 
was  taken  by  an  angler  named  Tebbuth.  On 
Dec.  23  some  roach  were  secured  at  Hertford  and 
Ware.  Frost  and  snow  have  been  experienced, 
and  the  angling  outlook  for  the  week-end  is  far 
from  encouraging  to-day  (Dec.  27).  The  river  is 
holding  more  water. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  -  Both  streams 
were  getting  into  fair  order  for  graying,  but  on 
Tuesday  night  snow  commenced  to  fall,  and  on 
Wednesday  morning  the  ground  was  covered  with 
quite  six  inches  of  snow,  and  angling  is  all  off. 
Severe  frosts  followed,  and  there  is  little  prospect 
of  any  fishing  for  some  days.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
order. — Gwynne. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Christmas  Day  sport 
only  moderate  here,  a  few  pike  taken,  but  nothing 
over  6Jlb.  Weather  rough  and  cold  ;  but  on  Dec. 
22, 1  had  a  champion  salmon  trout,  weighing  13 Jib., 
brought  in  to  my  shop  to  be  weighed.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly the  largest  ever  taken  in  the  Ouse, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  it  was  taken  in  a 
"  bow  net  "  ;  it  was  taken  outside  our  jurisdiction  ; 
but  what  a  pity  such  methods  are  still  allowed. 
Our  roach  for  restocking  came  on  Dec.  27,  and  I 
trust  in  the  new  year  the  sport  may  be  of  such  a 
character  that  our  outlay  in  restocking  may  be 
appreciated  as  it  ought  to  be.  Wishing  all  a  Happy 
New  Year. — Edwaud  Collinson. 

Snssex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.-  A  fine 
Christmas  Day  was  vouchsafed  us,  but  the  weather 
generally  has  been  a  succession  of  fog,  rain  and  a 
strong  easterly  wind.  The  postal  arrangements 
debar  nne  getting  news  from  the  rivers,  and  the 
canal  at  Chichester  has  not  been  much  patronised. 
With  the  exception  of  small  fry  the  past  few  days 
have  been  unsatisfactory. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
been  running  in  fair  order  for  grayling  fishing,  but 
no  fishing  has  been  done  this  Christmas  time.  The 
weather  was  beautiful  and  fine  up  to  Tuesday  night, 
when  snow  began  to  fall  and  c^n  inued  all  night, 
and  on  Wednesday  morning  there  were  six  inches  of 
snow  on  the  ground,  followed  by  a  severe  frost. 
Fishing  will  be  at  a  standstill  for  some  time.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyehe  are  in  fair  order. — 
S.  Ludlow. 


Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Otue. 

etc.  fYorks). — Anglers  have  met  with  a  variety  of 
weather  during  the  last  few  days.  On  Saturday 
one  would  have  thought  we  were  in  for  a  green 
Christmas,  but  on  Monday  night  the  atmospheric 
conditions  changed,  for  on  Christmas  Day  the  sun 
shone  with  brightness,  whilst  the  wind  was  bitterly 
cold,  and  at  the  same  time  was  freezing  hard, 
and  anglers  were  congratulating  each  other 
to  return  of  some  fine  grayling  fishing.  During  all 
Christmas  day  the  atmosphere  was  very  clear,  yet 
there  was  no  seasonable  mantle  of  white  throughout 
Yorkshire.  The  ground  was  as  hard  as  iron  all  the 
day,  but  at  night  the  wind  changed,  and  snow 
began  to  fall  about  ten  o'clock,  and  by  Wed- 
nesday morning  the  snow  was  a  good  depth, 
which  made  the  realisation  of  a  real  old- 
fashioned  Christmas.  Very  little  angling  has  been 
attempted  during  the  last  few  days,  although  the 
rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good  trim.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore, 
Swale,  and  Wharfe.  The  best  catch  of  fish  during 
the  last  few  days  was  one  made  by  Dr.  Crawford 
on  the  Tanfield  length,  the  grayling  taking  the 
little  red  cockspur  worm.  I  hear  good  sport  has 
been  had  on  the  length  at  Ripon.  Mr.  H.  Hudson 
and  a  friend  had  some  fine  sport  amongst  the 
roach,  chub,  dace  and  pike,  their  baskets  ranging 
from  101b.  to  301b.,  including  a  fine  pike  weighing 
161b.,  caught  with  live-bait  by  Mr.  H.  Hudson,  which 
has  been  entrusted  to  me  for  preservation.  A  fair 
number  of  anglers  ventured  out  on  Boxing  Day, 
but  at  the  time  of  sending  report  they  have  not 
returned.  Prospects  are  not  over  encouraging,  as 
one  never  knows  how  the  weather  will  be,  but  the 
present  conditions  are  fairly  rough,  the  frost  is 
keen,  and  freezing  hard.  Should  it  continue,  skating 
will  be  in  full  swing.  Compliments  of  the  season  to 
all.— J.  E.  Miller. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland.— Dee,  Don,  etc. — Con- 
trary to  the  anticipations  of  most,  Chriatmastide 
has  been  favoured  with  beati-ideal  Christmas 
weather.  Only  last  week  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  etc., 
were  in  high  flood,  and  now  they  are  down  again  to 
summer  level,  and  freezing  up  for  the  second  or  third 
time.  The  spawning  season  is  all  over,  except  with  the 
very  late  winter  fish  on  the  later  rivers  such  as  the 
Ythan,  Ugie  and  Deveron,  but  with  the  Dee, 
Spey,  and  Tay  the  season  is  practically  over,  and 
except  for  the  one  or  two  very  heavy  floods  has 
been  an  exceedingly  good  one.  The  early  spring  run 
of  salmon  are  already  in  the  middle  and  lower  pools. 
This  is  early,  but  we  have  seen  fresh-run  fish  at  the 
Bridge  of  Potarch  on  Christmas  Day — some  six 
weeks  before  the  opening  of  the  fishing.  The  season 
then  turned  out  an  early  and  prolific  one,  and 
this  evidently  is  likely  to  be  the  same.  The 
fish,  although  they  run  into  the  Dee  thus 
early,  are  seldom  found  much  above  Kincardine 
O'Neil  or  Aboyne  at  the  opening,  as  the  temperature 
of  the  river  in  the  upper  pools  is  lower  and  the  fish 
lie  back  till  it  warms  up.  However,  everything 
depends  on  the  character  of  the  weather  between 
now  and  the  opening.  With  the  last  spate,  large 
numbers  of  kelts  were  observed  in  the  tidal  waters, 
their  descent  being  abnormally  early,  but  all  the 
more  welcome  for  that.  Several  very  big  carcases 
of  dead ,  cock-fish  were  noted,  all  more  or  less 
fungoid.  The  Culter  Paper  Mills  Co.,  under  pressure 
of  the  local  fishery  board,  are  preparing  to  spend 
£1000  on  ponds  in  connection  with  the  pollution  of 
the  Culter  Burn.  Of  course  this  is  a  move  in  the 
right  direction,  but,  after  all,  the  Culter  Burn  is  too 
near  the  sea  to  affect  the  salmon  fishings  to 'any 
great  extent. — G.  M. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelli^s.' — Sport  continues  good  at  whiting, 
but  nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done  at  other 
fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Though  the  weather  continues 
favourable  enough,  and  the  sea  quite  calm,  no 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  fishing  is  given  up  for 
the  year.  During  the  time  that  sea  anglLag  is 
generally  practised  sport  was  generally  good  at 
and  around  this  station,  and  many  huge  halibut, 
skate,  and  congers  were  had.  This  place  is  a 
favourite  sea-fishing  station  with  sea  anglers  from 
across  the  Channel,  many  of  whom  are  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.— T.  J.  D. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Sea  angling  is  over  for 
the  year.  Recently,  good  takes  of  whiting  and 
pollack  were  had,  some  of  the  fi^h  being  very  large. 
The  year  3?ielded  fair  sport  all  round,  though  the 
summer  fishiag  was  not  up  to  the  usual  high 
standard,  especially  as  far  as  pollack  are  concerned. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— With  the  exception  of  a  few 
codling,  scarcely  anything  has  been  taken  by  the 
numerous  anglers  who  have  patronised  the  pier 


during  the  Christmas  hoiidaya.  In  all  probability  the 
fishing  season  may  now  be  considered  as  nearing  its 
final  stage,  the  strong  north-east  wind  now  blowing 
being  inimical  to  all  fishing  operations.  Mrs.  Hards 
had  a  cod  of  6ilb.  on  Dec.  22,  but  Mr.  Lanchester, 
Mr.  Holt-Schooling,  Mr.  Brient,  Mr.  Buckle,  Mr. 
Band,  Mr..  Hards,  and  two  others  did  but  little. 
Several  rods  were  in  evidence  on  Dec.  23,  but  the  few 
fish  taken  fell  to  the  rod  of  Messrs.  Glen,  Handley, 
and  Holt-Schooling,  the  last-named  gentleman  hav- 
ing the  best  fish  of  the  day,  a  codling  of  31b.  Mr. 
Burgess,  Mr.  A.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  J.  Handley, 
Mr.  Brient,  and  several  others  fished  to  little  effect 
on  Monday,  Dec.  24,  two  dabs  which  fell  to  Mr. 
Briont's  rod  being  the  only  sizeable  fish  of  the 
day.  Slightly  better  sport  was  experienced  on 
Dec.  25,  though  the  whole  day's  catch  only 
totalled  thirteen  fish,  the  largest  scaling  2^lb., 
Sib.,  and  41b.  Some  large  cod  were  taken  upon 
the  long  lines  this  day,  one  boat  landing  with 
thirty-one  and  another  with  eighteen.  Boxing 
Day  found  pier  pitrons  largely  in  evidence,  but  the 
extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather  caused  all  to 
cease  their  exertions  before  the  hour  of  3  p.m.  The 
water  is  at  present  very  thick,  and  the  weather  wears 
a  threatening  look. — j.  Richardson  (B.SA.S.). 

Plymouth. — I  suppose  I  must  be  in  the  fashion 
and  wish  all  my  readers  the  compliments  of  the 
season,  and  through  the  festive  season  may  they 
have  tight  waistcoats  and  tight  lines.  We  are 
having  a  right  royal  time  here  with  the  herrings. 
The  fishermen  certainly  ought  to  put  aside  for  a 
rainy  season;  now,  I  hear  they  have  been  tak- 
ing from  £17  per  man  down  to  £1.  The  boat  fisher- 
men have  been  taking  some  nice  pollack,  but  not 
very  large,  something  from  21b.  to  71b.  in  weight. 
Bass  are  very  intermittent  in  their  feeding;  one  day 
they  are  taken,  and  then  perhaps  for  a  day  or  so 
they  are  absent.  At  this  season,  when  there  are  so 
n  any  herrings  and  pilchards  about  the  bass  follow 
them  and  get  good  feeding.  The  sport  at  the 
various  piers  has  been  uncertain,  but  some  have 
had  good  catches. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Whiting  are  still  giving  good  .sport 
around  here,  and  some  fair  takes  of  pollack  have 
been  had.  At  Portmagee  hake  and  ling  are  had 
occasionally.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is 
very  mild  for  the  season,  and  the  sea  is  calm  as  a 
mirror. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  angling  has  been 
resumed  here  with  much  success  at  pollajk  and 
whiting,  which  were  principally  had  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Hog  Head.— T.  J.  D. 


BLENHEIM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members  and 
friends  at  London  headquarters  on  Dec.  21,  when 
Mr.  Armitage  presided,  the  occasion  being  our  annual 
Christmas  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  won  in 
the  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  2.  After  the  usual  loyal 
toast,  Messrs.  H.  Sparks,  T.  Adams,  J,  Marks,  and 
others  kindly  contributed  songs  at  intervals,  Mr. 
Grylls  accompanying.  A  pleasant  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  followed  by  the  National  Anthem.  Recent 
fishing  results  are  meagre,  but  show  that  Mr.  Wood- 
Barrett  took  chub  at  Harefield  (best  21b.  7oz. )  and 
Mr.  Loudonsach  five  jack,  whilst  from  the  Colne 
Mr.  Barnes  had  dace,  and  Mr.  Bainton  chub  and 
roach.  During  the  recent  holidays  a  few  fish  were 
taken.  Mr.  Dalmer  had  jack  and  chub  from  the 
Colne,  and  Mr.  Blagrave  roach  and  chub,  and  at 
Harefield  Mr.  Yarham  a  perch,  1  lb.  3ioz. ;  sport, 
however,  was  extremely  slow.  The  draw  for  the 
semi-final  round  for  the  club  cup  took  place  on 
Dec.  19,  and  all  ties  must  be  fished  off  on  or  before 
Jan.  27.   A  Happy  New  Year  to  all. — E.  H.  B. 


SPENSER  ON  FISHES. 


Most  ugly  shapes  and  horrible  aspects 
Such  as  Dame  Nature  self  might  fear  to  see, 
Or  shame  that  ever  should  so  foul  defects 
From  her  most  cunning  hand  escap'd  be  : 

All  dreadful  portraits  of  deformity  : 
Spring-headed    Hydras,    and    sea  shouldering 
Whales  : 

Great  whirlpools  which  all  fishes  make  to  flee  : 
Bright  Scolopendras  armed  with  silver  scales. 
Mighty  Monoceros  with  immeasur^d  tails 

The  dreadful  fish  that  hath  deserved  the  name 
Of  Death,  and  like  him  looks  in  dreadful  hue  : 
The  grisly  Wasserman,  that  makes  his  game 
The  flying  ships  with  swiftness  to  pursue  : 
The  horrible  Sea-satyr,  that  doth  show 
His  fearful  face  in  times  of  greatest  storm  : 
Huge  Ziffins,  whom  Mariners  eschew 
No  less  than  rocks,  as  travellers  inform  : 
And  greedy  Rosmarines  with  visages  deform. 

— Faerie  Queene,  Book  2,  Canto  12. 
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PERCH. 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Company,  Ltd. 

Have  an  enormous  quantity  of  young 
Perch  for  immediate  delivery  at  un- 
usually favourable  terms. — Apply, 
Secretary,  Scorton,  Garstang,  Lanes. 


Sox  amni  Post  Free  for  6tf. 


FREWIN'S 

SPECIAL  NAILS 


Recommended  by  the 
EDITOR  of  the 
"FISHING  GAZETTE." 


For  Fishing  and  ^ 
Shooting  Brogues  ^ 
and  Boots.  Q 

46,  DENMARK  HILL, " 
LONDON,  S.E. 


TUDDENHAM  FISHERY 
COMPANY. 

FOR  SALE. 

Yearlings  and  Two-year- 
olds  Brown  and  Rainbow 
Trout. 

Price  List  from 

MANAGER, 
TUDDENHAM  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
MILDENHALL,  SUFFOLK. 

Important  Mot  icq  to  Angtora. 

"ESCO 


WHEAT. 


99 


Price  II-  per  bag. 

Cash  with  Order.  Post  Free 

Address:— JStLixsLgev,  ALBION  GRANARIES, 
Holland  St..  Blaekfriars.  London.  S.E. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  Reconiended  to 
ANGLERS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


Anglers  wiaMng  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fiahlng'  the  0am,  Ouse,  Ac, 

SHOULD  ABVBKTISB  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Addrea* :   o.  Market  Hill.  Cambridn. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  Ss.  6d. 


RAINBOWS  A  SPEOIALITY. 

YEARLINGS,  2-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  14  inches,  and  a  limited 
number  of  3-YEAR-OLDS  up  to  3  lbs.  weig^ht. 

For  further  particulars  and  prices,  apply  to  C.  W.  WILSON, 
RiGMADEN  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 


Earl  of  D8Qlii9l's  Fisfieries  &  waf  ei  Plant  Hiiisfiiies 


Speciality  in 

BROWN  AND  RAINBOW  TROUT 

in  all  stages  of  growth. 

Artificial  Foods  and  Fishery  Appliances  at  very  reasonable  prices.  Waters 
inspected  and  reported  thereon.    For  all  particulars  apply, 

THE  MANAGER,  Fishery  Office,  Holywell. 


London  &  North  Western  and  Caledonian  Railways. 

NOVEMBER.  1906,  and  until  further  notice. 

WEST   COASX   C^L"')  ROUTE 

BETWEEN 

ENGLAND  and  SCOTLAND 


LONDON 


Via  CARLISLE. 

EDINBURGH  in  8  hrs.      PERTH       in   9^  hrs. 
(EusTON)    1  GLASGOW      „  8   „        ABERDEEN  „  Hi  „ 
I  INVERNESS  in  13i  hrs. 

Corridor  (Vestibuled)  Trains  with  Dining  and  Refreshment  Cars.     Sleeping  Saloons 
fitted  with  every  modern  convenience. 

For  further  information  spply  t6  Mr.  ROBEKT  TURNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the  Line, 
Euston  Station,  London,  or  Mr.  G.  CALTHROP,  Caledonian  Railway,  Glasgow. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON,  General  Manager,  L.  and  N.W.  Railway. 
R.  MILLAJl,  General  Manager,  Caledonian  Railway. 


With  New  Chapter.  Now  Ready. 

Price  2sm  net, 

MINIATURE 


RIFLE 


5H00TINQ  . 

Author  of  "Modern  Rifle  Shooting,"  "The  Service  Rifles,"  &c. 
With  a  Note  on  Rifle  Practice  at  Home  by  R.  B.  Marston. 


FULLY  ILLUSTRATED. 

SOME  .  PRESS  OPINIONS. 

The  Times.—"  In  '  Miniature  Rifle  Shooting '  (Sampson  Low,  2s.  net)  ilr.  L.  R.  Tippins  has 
compiled  a  handy  little  brochure  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  take  an  interest  in  the  particular 
pastime  which  the  title  implies.  One  could  only  wish,  with  llr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  has  written 
an  instructive  preface  to  the  work,  that  rifle  shooting  could  he  termed  with  us  a  national  pastime. 
There  will  be  few  who  will  not  realise  the  advantage  of  rifle  sliootins— many  will  go  further  and 
maintain  that  it  should  be  an  essential  part  of  the  undertaking  of  citizenship  to  be  at  least  con- 
versant with  the  use  of  a  firearm.  We  would,  however,  recommend  every  one,  whether  they  are 
interested  in  rifle  shooting  or  not,  to  glance  at  this  work,  for  it  is  well  calculated  to  cause  many 
who  have  never  given  the  matter  a  moment's  thought  to  realise  how  .simple  and  inexpensive  this 
form  of  recreation  can  be  made.  With  the  aid  of  Mr.  Tippin  s  book,  not  only  will  tlie  uninitiated 
learn  of  the  modest  outlay  required  to  start  and  furnish  a  miniature  ride  club,  but  they  will  rtnd 
valuable  guidance  in  the  matter  of  selecting  rifles,  ammunition,  and  all  details  with  reiiai  d  to  the 
purchase  and  inaniinilation  of  small  firearms." 

The  Spectator,— "  This  manual  will  be  found  of  tlie  greatest  service  to  those  who  are 
interested  in  the  formation  of  civilian  rifle  clubs,  and  should  be  in  the  possession  of  everyone 
contemplating  the  erection  of  a  miniature  ranne.  It  is  a  perfect  mine  of  information  as  to"  the 
respective  merits  of  different  kinds  of  miniatui-e  rifles,  tubes,  and  adajiters,  miniature  ranges  and 
miniatui-e  targets  of  every  kind  ;  and  contains  some  valuable  hints  as  to  the  ai-t  of  shooting  itself, 
and  the  care  of  arms,  which  are  totally  absent  from  any  of  the  otticial  military  publications.  ' 


LONDON:  Published  at  the  Office  of  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  iVIaker 
to  siiow  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 

for  the 
Spinning 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Shovsr- 
Cards  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch.) 


Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Can  be  instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


Wholesale  only  of 

S.ALLGOGK&GO, 

REDDITCH. 
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When  Christmas  revels  in  a  world  of  snow. 

And  bids  her  berries  blush,  her  carols  flow, 

His  spangling  shower  when  Frost,  the  wizard,  flings 

Or,  borne  in  ether  blue,  on  viewless  wings, 

O'er  the  white  pane  his  silvery  foliage  weaves. 

And  gems  with  icicles  the  sheltering  eaves. 

— Rogers. 


With  tliis  issue  we  give  a  four-page  index  to  the 
present  volume^ — LIII. — as  a  supplemeit  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 


r  Mb.  H.  J.  Fennee  writes  : — "  While  spinning  for 
jack  in  the  Thames  here  (Windsor)  on  Dec.  15, 
with  a  Sin.  spoon,  I  captui'ed  a  trovit  of  about  31b. 
The  fish  was  safely  returned  to  the  water." 


DuEESTG  my  Christmas  "  vacation  "  my  "  den  " 
was  required  for  coats,  hats,  and  umbrellas,  so  I 
had  to  reduce  the  space  at  my  disposal  by  "  clearing 
up."  I  came  across  many  little  mementoes  of 
bye-gone  days,  and  one  or  two  of  the  present  day. 
I  had  a  good  hearty  laugh  at  W.  C.  Platts'  "  Angling 
Done  Here,"  and  then  came  across  the  Yorkshire 
Weekly  Post  of  Dec.  15,  in  which  W.  Carter  Platts, 
in  his  "  Angling  in  Yorkshire "  columns  speaks 
very  nicely  of  our  Christmas  Number.  Then  he 
says,  "  Now,  the  average  angling  controversy  is  a 
fearful  and  wonderful  thing.  It  starts,  say,  on  a 
question  of  whether,  in  preparing  an  angler's  sand- 
wich, it  is  best  to  take  a  slice  of  meat,  and  place  a 
piece  of  bread  on  each  side  of  it,  or  to  take  two 
slices  of  bread  and  place  a  piece  of  meat  between 
them." 

*  *  *  * 

And  then,  after  admitting  that  the  worst  of  these 
angling  controversies  is  that  they  are  so  disquieting, 
he  has  the  last  "  shy  "  he  will  get  this  year,  as 
follows  :  "  No  man's  peace  of  mind  is  safe  when 
once  he  allows  his  interest  in  them  to  be  aroused. 
At  the  present  moment  that  is  what  is  the  matter 
with  me.  I  am  desolated.  I  am  disheartened.  I 
am  the  xinhappy  victim- — one  of  them^ — miserably 
crushed  out  of  sweet  trustfulness  and  joyous  content- 
ment by  the  juggernaut  of  angling  controversy.  It 
has  been  going  on  for  months- — a  voluminous  war- 
fare on  the  rival  merits  of  various  materials  for 
the  manufacture  of  fishing  rods.  Each  week  I  have 
read  yards,  roods,  acres  of  printed  discussion  on 
the  question.  At  the  time  it  commenced  I  was 
possessed  of  all  the  delights  of  simple  confidence  in 
the  Httle  collection  of  fishing  rods  on  the  rack  in  my 
sanctum.  They  include  split-cane,  which  it  was 
delightful  to  handle,  greenheart  that  positively  made 
fishing  a  pleasure,  whole  cane  which  adults  took  to 
readily  and  children  liked  it,  and  composite  weapons 
of  ash,  hickory,  and  laneewood  that  almost  fished 
by  themselves  and  left  no  disagreeable  aftertaste. 
But  now,  after  absorbing  all  the  overwhelming 
evidence  adduced  by  the  spUt-cane  champion  of  the 
miserable  qualities  and  treacherousness  of  every- 
thing but  split-cane,  and  the  thoroughly  convincing 
testimony  of  the  greenheart  champions  to  the  vast 
inferiority  and  altogether  unreliability  of  split-cane, 
all — aU  is  changed. 

*  *  *  * 

"  I  don't  know  yet  which  is  the  best  material 
to  make  fishing-rods  from  ;  but  the  controversy 
has  taught  me  that  all  the  materials  we  now  use 
are  imdoubtedly  the  worst.  I  have  no  longer 
any  pleasure  in  my  spUt-cane  because  I  know 
that  it  will  assuredly  play  me  false  the  very 
next  time  I  hook  an  especially  fine  fish  with  it  ; 
while  my  greenheart  is  bound  to  snap  like  a  carrot 
at  the  ferrule  out  of  sheer  cussedness  at  the  first 
cast  when  I  happen  to  be  twenty  miles  from  home  : 
and  all  the  other  rods  are  equally  trashy  ;  and, 
altogether,  I  shall  never  be  happy  again  until 
somebody  invents  a  brand-new  method  of  making 
fishing-rods  out  of  petrified  india-rubber  or  vul- 
canised chewing-gum  or  something  equally  new. 
Then,  for  a  brief  spell,  another  period  of  blissful 
serenity  will  reign  until  the  latest  up-to-date 
scientific  fishing  crank  comes  along  and  discovers 
all  the  fatal  defects  of  the  new  material." 


!  On  Tuesday,  Jan.  22,  1907,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  will  read  a 
paper  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society.  The  subject  of  his 
paper  is  "  Fishing  Laws  (England  and  Wales), 
with  Suggestions  for  Alterations."  The  subject 
is  a  wide  one,  and  will  certainly  lead  to  great  dis- 
cussion, but  this  is  just  what  Mr.  Woodriiff  wants, 
and  with  this  object  in  view  the  society  will  warmly 
welcome  anglers  and  friends  from  all  angling  clubs, 
in  order  that  all  shades  of  opinion  may  be  voiced. 


An  All  (the  yeab)  eound  Anglee. 
Me.  Johm-  E.  Muxee,  of  Leeds,  tells  us  on  p.  487 
"How  he  broke  the  Law"  on  Christmas  Eve.  I 
can  tell  him  how  I  broke  the  ice  on  the  Serpentine 
(Hyde  Park)  on  Christmas  morning  (when  I  was 
asleep).  I  can  certainly  assure  him  that,  much  as  I 
love  fishing,  the  odour  of  roast  turkey  and  the 
flavour  of  real  turtle  soup"  compensated  me  for  my 
absence  from  the  river-side. 

*  «  *  * 

The  Good  "Old-Fashioned"  Cheistmas. 
I  am  a  bit  old-fashioned  myself,  and  Chiistmas 
Day  in  merrie  Islington  was  certainly  a  bit  cold — just 
a  little  ice  about ;  but  the  sun  gave  us  a  "  look-in  "  for 
an  hour  or  two,  and  I,  for  one,  was  content  with  the 
"  modern  "  Christmas.  Of  course  I  went  to  bed  some 
time  on  Christmas  night,  but  when,  at  seven  o'clock 
on  the  morning  after  Christmas  Day,  I  went  into 
the  hot  house  to  see  how  my  tomatoes  and  nectarines 
and  pine  apples  were  progressing,  I  found  myself 
walking  along  the  long  (?)  garden  in  five  inches 
of  snow  ! 

•  •  »  « 

"  Christmas  weather  at  last ! "  exclaimed  my 
juvenile  visitors.  But  when  they  found  that  the 
visit  to  Drury  Lane  Pantomime  was  likely  to  be 
postponed  because  the  trams,  'buses — and  cabs — 
could  not  get  about  so  well  as  they  could  wish, 
they,  like  me.  said  we  could  do  very  well  without  it. 
I  think  it  was  Martin  Tupper  who  said,  "  Like  a 
snowflake  in  the  river,  a  moment  white,  then  gone 
for  ever."  He  ought  to  have  seen  the  "stuff"  I 
waded  through  this  (Thursday)  morning  !  There  is 
likely  to  be  a  great  many  more  moments  before  it 
will  bejgone  from  our  gaze  (and  from  imder  our 
feet). 


Waiting  ! 

Theee  were  joyous  tidings  waiting 

For  the  greatest  and  the  least. 
When  the  Star  above  all  others 

Shone  resplendent  in  the  East ; 
Now  our  little  ones  are  waiting, 

As  the  hours  too  slowly  creep, 
For  good  Santa  Claus  who's  waiting 

Till  the  children  fall  asleep. 

There  are  kindly  greetings  waiting 

For  the  peasant  and  the  peer  ; 
There  are  lads  and  lassies  waiting 

For  the  Season's  goodly  cheer  ; 
There  are  storms  and  perils  waiting 

For  our  sailors  brave  and  true  ; 
There  are  wives  and  children  waiting 

For  the  vessels  overdue. 

There  are  toil-worn  seamen  waiting 

On  Britannia's  sea-bo\md  coasts, 
For  a  tribute  from  the  Nation 

From  the  wealth  of  which  it  boasts  ; 
And  the  "  Royal  Alfred's  "  waiting 

For  our  gifts  from  near  and  far 
To  provide  a  Home  or  Pension 

For  the  aged  Merchant  Tar. 

—A.  M.,  1906. 
*  *  *  * 

The  above  lines  have  been  inspired  by  the  pressing 
need  of  the  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's 
Institution,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  appeal  will 
receive  an  encouraging  response.  Over  2200  poor 
worn-out  mariners  have  already  been  relieved,  and 
funds  are  urgently  needed  to  enable  the  committee 
to  assist  the  hundreds  of  waiting  applicants.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Walker,  58,  Fenchurch-street,  E.C.,  will 
gladly  acknowledge  the  smallest  contribution. 


Dodges  for  Pike  and  Peech  Anglees. 
A  COEEESPONDENT  of  the  OesterreicMsche  Fischerei- 
Zeitur^g  suggests  the  following  "  dodges  "  : — When 
live-baiting  for  pike,  fix  a  small  piece  of  bread  to 
the  trace  above  the  bait.  This  attracts  a  crowd 
of  small  fish,  and  these  in  turn  attract  the  pike. 
When  the  pike  approaches,  the  small_  fish  dart  off 
in  all  directions,  leaving  the  live-bait  behind. 
When  worm-fishing  for  perch,  use  no  float,  but  fix 
a  bright  ledger  bullet  not  far  from  the  hook.  This 
should  be  allowed  to  sink  to  the  bottom,  and  is  then 
drawn  up  and  allowed  to  sink  again,  and  again  with 
the  result  that  the  water  near  the  bait  becomes 
clouded.  The  perch,  attracted  by  the  brightness 
of  the  bullet  and  the  cloudy  water,  comes  up  to 
investigate,  finds  the  worm,  and,  imagining  that 
it  has  just  worked  its  way  out  of  the  bottom, 
gobbles  it  up. 


"  YouB  Honour,"  said  the  arrested  chauffeur,  "  I 
tried  to  warn  the  man,  but  the  horn  would  not 
work."  "  Then  why  did  you  not  slacken  speed 
rather  than  run  him  down  ?  "  A  light  seemed  to 
dawn  upon  the  prisoner.  "  Gee  !  "  he  said,  "  that's 
one  on  me.  I  never  thought  of  that." — Phila 
delphia  Ledger.  ' 


The  Negbo's  Stjpplication. 

The  recent  earthquakes  bring  to  mind  similar 
disasters  in  Charlestown  twenty  j^ears  ago,  when 
among  other  svjpplications  for  Divine  succour  that 
of  a  negro  preacher  bears  recording.  With  his  eyes 
turned  towards  heaven,  and  hands  clasped 
reverently,  he  made  the  following  petition  :  "  Oh 
Gawd  !  you  hab  seen  fit  to  visit  us  with  dis  affliction, 
and  now  we  ask  you  to  come  an'  help  us  ;  come 
j'ou'self,  an'  doan't  sen'  you  Son,  for  dis  ain't  no 
child's  play." — Times  of  Ceylon. 


D.4ENING  THE  King's  Socks. 
Queen  Alexandea's  affection  for  the  peasants 
on  the  Saudringham  estates  is  well  known,  and  an 
incident  occurred  not  long  ago  while  she  was  on  her 
visiting  rounds  which  has  become  famous  on  the 
liing's  Norfolk  estate.  The  Queen  was  sitting  in 
the  cottage  of  an  old  woman  who  was  busy  darning 
her  husband's  stockings,  and  presently  she  chanced 
to  compliment  the  peasant  on  the  excellence  of  her 
darning.  The  old  woman  sighed.  "  I  get  very 
tired  of  it  sometimes,"  she  said,  "  and  I  expect  you 
do,  mum.  These  men  of  ours  do  make  such  frightful 
holes  in  their  stockings,  don't  they  ?  " 


MoEE  Wrinkles. 
The  following  "  tip "  is  from  an  evening  con- 
temporary : — "Under  existing  circimnstances,  chub- 
bing  is  the  most  likely  department.  Seasonable 
baits  include  worms,  bullocks'  brains,  and  cheese 
and  other  pastes,  clean  and  sweet.  Ground-baiting 
is  desirable.  Having  discovered  a  chub-hole,  cast 
in  overnight,  discreetly,  boiled  rice  and  potatoes, 
chopped  worms,  and  bran  or  pollard  mixed  with 
soaked  bread." 


Money  in  It. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  only  person  who  finds'  money 
in  fishing  is  the  tackle-maker.  Young  Master 
Touchemoulin,  of  Lyons- — a  boy  of  nine- — is  the 
exception  who  proves  this  rule.  While  fishing  in 
the  Saone  he  noticed,  on  drawing  in  his  line,  a 
pvirse  attached  to  the  hook.  It  was  found  to 
contain  a  bill  for  £46  (1150  fr.),  drawn  in  favour 
of  a  certain  M.  Goy,  a  shoemaker  at  Forens.  Ap- 
parently, M.  Goy,  being  a  stranger  in  Lyons,  had 
gone  down  to  the  bank  of  the  Saone  to  wash  his 
hands,  and  the  purse  had  fallen  from  his  pocket 
xmperceived.  Half  the  small  boys  in  Lyons  are 
how  saving  up  their  pocket-money  to  btiy  fishing 
rods. — La  Pfche  Moderne. 


One  Gentleman,  Anyway. 
Being  unable  to  find  a  seat  in  the  crowded  car, 
the  portly  dame  had  gone  into  the  smoking-car 
and  sat  down  next  the  door.  The  man  sitting  next 
to  her,  absorbed  in  his  newspaper,  kept  on  smoking. 
"  I  was  foolish  enough  to  suppose,"  she  said, 
glowering  at  him,  "  that  some  of  the  men  in  here, 
at  least,  were  gentlemen."  "  Pardon  me,  madam," 
he  answered,  poUtely  offering  her  his  cigar-case.- — 
Chicago  Tribune. 


The  Neglected  Mistletoe. 
The  mistletoe  harvest  is  one  that  we  leave  all 
to  chance — and  France,  says  a  writer  in  the  Christ- 
mas number  of  "  The  Penny  Magazine."  You 
can  never  be  sure  that  the  mistletoe  sprig  under 
which  you  kiss  or  are  kissed  is  British  unless  you 
have  picked  it  yourself,  for  the  English  farmer 
does  not  regard  what  grows  of  it  here  as  worth 
the  trouble  of  gathering  for  market.  As  a  con- 
sequence the  amount  of  home-grown  mistletoe  that 
finds  its  way  to  Covent  Garden  Market  during 
Christmas  week  is  insignificant.  There  is  no 
regulated  supply- — a  case  may  be  received  from 
Kent,  a  case  from  the  North,  but  it  is  not  to  be 
depended  upon  ;  and  almost  the  only  town  where 
English  mistletoe  is  to  be  found  on  sale  is  Man- 
chester. 


A  Schedule  of  Account. 
(By  Special  Appointment  to  His  Majesty 
King  Christmas.) 
In  account  with  Mr.  "  Dragnet,"  London  : 


A  Merry  Xmas    1906  0  0 

A  Happy  New  Year    1907  0  0 

Happv  Days    365  0  0 

Kind  Thoughts   5,000  0  0 

Merry  Moments    10,000  0  0 


Total   19,178    0  0 


I  may  say  that  this  "schedule"  was  sent  to  me  by 
the  genial  proprietor  of  the  New  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
St.  John-street,  Islington  (Mr.  Frank  Thomas),  who 
has  suppUed  me  for  the  year  1906  with  nearly  all 
the  champagne  and  whiskey  that  I  (or  someone 
else)  has  partaken  of.    I  must  see  that  he  is  paid  by 

Dbagnet. 


December  29,  1906 


^ofes  from  ti)e  ^oxi^). 


Christmas  Day  in  Scotland  is  but  a  name.  The 
day  of  the  vear  is  New  Year's  Day,  a  time  of 
fraternal  and  family  reunion,  without  one  single 
vestige  of  religion  attached  to  it.  A  holiday  out 
and  out. 


However,  the  schools  and  colleges,  the  Episco- 
palians and  Roman  Catholics  all  keep  Christmas 
after  a  fashion  ;  but  although  the  banks  and  public 
offices  are  closed,  yet  business  goes  on  all  the  same. 
"  A  Merry  Christmas,"  a  passing  shake  of  the  hand, 
and  on  goes  the  mill. 

It  has  not  been  altogether  a  green  Yule.  Although 
cold  enough  to  make  the  most  comfortable  chatter 
if  out  in  the  firth,  yet  the  snow  has  barely  coated 
the  ground.  In  the  country  the  weather  is  more 
Christmaslike  than  in  the  town,  especially  in  the 
Dee  and  Don  valleys. 


With  the  late  floods  a  fine  head  of  salmon  of  the 
earliest  spring  run  are  already  in  the  pools  of  the 
Dee  as  far  as  the  Banchory  reaches,  some  eighteen 
miles  inland. 


The  fish  are  from  Clb.  to  81b.  in  weight,  and  the 
pools  are  quite  stocked  all  the  way  down  to  near 
the  sea.  This  is  early,  but  some  ten  years  ago  fresh- 
run  fish  were  noted  on  Christmas  Day  at  Potarch, 
26  miles  from  the  sea. 


It  is  always  the  case  in  an  open  winter  like  the 
present  that  the  mid-pools  get  well  stocked  long 
before  the  opening  day ;  but  very  few,  if  any,  seek 
to  go  higher  up  much  before  the  opening  date. 

It  was  believed  that  salmon  coming  away  just 
now  were  last  year's  grilse,  but  this  is  not  now  held 
to  be  the  case. 


It  is"  quite  incredible  that  these  little  beauties  of 
61b.  or  so  could  have  spawned,  say  in  early  days 
of  October,  some  sixty  miles  inland,  fallen  back  in 
November  as  kelts  and  be  returning  in  December  as 
clean,  recuperated  fish. 


The  more  feasible  theory  is  that  these  fish  passed 
down  last  April  as  kelt  grilse  of  21b.  and  31b.,  spent 
the  summer  and  autumn  in  the  sea,  and  are  now 
returning  as  salmon,  for  the  first  time,  double  their 
weight. 


The  finnock  which  were  observed  in  the  Dee 
tidal  'a  few  weeks  ago  have  entirely  disappeared. 
It  is  more  than  likely  they  went  seawards,  and 
will  be  heard  of  later  on  in  May  or  June  at  the 
earliest. 


Several  very  heavy  fish — spent  cocks  chiefly — 
have  been  falling  back  from  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey  with  the  recent  floods, 
for  all  these  streams  have  been  up  and  down  with 
clockwork  regularity  for  a  month  back. 


It  is  a  good  thing  for  the  early  spring  angler  to 
have  the  bulk  of  the  kelts  past  before  the  season 
opens.  Of  course  the  kelt  cannot  be  entirely  dis- 
pensed with,  and  to  knock  it  on  the  head  as  an  un- 
desirable is  tirrant  nonsense  and  a  dead  loss  to  the 
river,  unless  diseased.  Special  Scotch. 


pFovioeial  flogling  flotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  may  be  interesting  and  also  information  for 
our  readers  to  know  that  the  Birmingham  Corpora- 
tion are  opening  their  waters  to  the  public.  The 
number  of  tickets  is  limited,  and  are  available 
for  the  following  reservoirs :  the  reservoirs  at 
Shustoke  and  Whitacre,  and  the  adjacent 
streams,  five  guineas.  These  waters  are  well 
stocked  with  trout,  and  during  the  past  season 
some  very  good  fish  have  been  taken,  some  of  the 
subscribers  having  had  exceedingly  good  sport. 
Middle  Witton  Reservoir,  one  guinea ;  Lower  Witton, 
the  Perry  Reservoir,  and  the  Plants  Brook  Reservoir 
are  all  one  guinea.  The  Aston  Reservoir  is  fished  by 
day  ticket  of  Is.  each,  and  is  limited  to  twelve 
tickets  per  day.  All  the  waters  are  within  easy  dis- 
tance from  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  the  tickets 
are  eagerly  taken  up.  The  close  seasons  are  very 
strictly  adhered  to,  and  the  whole  of  the  waters  are 
well  watched  by  keepers,  and  are  restocked  every 
year.  The  pools  in  our  parks  are  also  open  for 
fishing  at  a  small  charge  per  day.    These  are  well 
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looked  after  and  restocked.  We  had  a  few  days' 
decent  weather  last  week,  and  a  good  few  rods  were 
out,  and  some  were  rewarded  with  some  good  pike  and 
a  few  roach.  The  local  anglers  on  the  Avon  have  had 
a  few  nice  fish  at  Defford,  a  roach  of  over  21b.  was 
taken,  together  with  other  fish.  This  part  of  the 
Avon  has  very  much  improved  of  late.  Good 
reports  are  to  hand  of  the  River  Anker  above  Shut- 
tington  Bridge.  This  is  a  good  winter  water,  and 
the  members  of  the  Birmingham  Heath  club,  who 
rent  this  part  of  the  river,  have  been  having 
the  best  of  sport  during  the  past  few  bright  days  ; 
very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Trent  owing  to 
the  water  being  out  of  condition.  This  now  applies 
to  the  whole  of  our  waters  in  the  Midlands  as  we 
have  had  some  heavy  rains,  frost,  and  two  falls  of 
snow,  and  at  the  present  time  we  have  about 
three  inches  down  with  more  to  follow.  Under  the 
circumstances  angling  is  at  a  standstill,  and  it  looks 
like  remaining  so  for  some  time  to  come.  Tliere  will 
be  very  little  done  this  year,  but  we  must  look 
forward  to  the  new  one  coming  in,  and  with  it  I 
hope  that  it  may  be  a  prosperous  one  for  all. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Up  to  the  time  of  writing  (Dec.  25)  the  weather 
had  been  fairly  seasonable  for  the  Christmas 
holidays — no  snow,  it  is  true,  but  a  sharp  nip  of 
frost  in  the  air,  which  invigorated  everyone  and 
made  locomotion  easier  for  those  who  ventured 
forth  with  the  trolling  rod.  I  hear  some  good 
accounts  from  the  Witham  concerning  roach 
fishing,  and  those  who  have  patronised  the 
waters  between  Dogdyke  and  Bardney  have 
done  well,  securing  bags  weighing  up  to  151b. 
with  worm  and  paste  bait.  For  successful  sport 
amongst  the  red  fins  the  lengths  of  the  Witham 
mentioned  above  could  not,  perhaps,  be  improved 
upon.  The  waters  are  certainly  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  Another  stream  which  is  yielding  capital 
sport  this  Christmas  is  the  Forty-foot,  and  the  lower 
lengths,especially  between  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's 
Bridge,  are  in  excellMit  ply.  Those  who  have  been 
out  with  the  pike  rod  have  done  fairly  well — 
although,  at  times,  it  has  been  difficult  to  move  a 
fish.  A  friend  of  the  writer's  killed  a  brace  and  a 
half  on  Dec.  22,  which  averaged  close  upon  71b. 
apiece,  the  heaviest  being  9^1b.  There  has  also 
been  a  fair  run  of  trolling  on  the  Welland  and 
rods  in  the  Deeping  district  have  on  occasions 
killed  as  many  as  three  brace  of  fish  in  an  afternoon. 
It  may  be  interesting  to  mention  that  the  twelve 
Boston  anglers  who  won  the  first  competition 
for  the  Daily  Mirror  cup  in  the  Thames  at  Pang- 
bourne  were  entertained  to  dinner  at  the 
Central  Hotel,  Boston,  last  week,  when  the  Mayor 
(Councillor  T.  Kitwood)  presided,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance.  Subsequently  a  Smoking  Concert 
took  place  in  Shodfriars'  Hall,  the  Mayor  presiding. 
Among  those  present  were  Mr.  Garrell  (Sheffield), 
President  of  the  National  Federation  of  Anglers, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sheffield 
Association,  who  were  the  runners-up  for  the 
competition.  After  the  loyal  toasts,  Mr. 
Garrell,  on  behalf  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Anglers,  called  upon  the  Mayor,  who  presented 
the  cup  to  the  Boston  Angling  Association  and 
medals  to  the  members  of  the  team  as  follows : — 
Messrs.  F.  Beales,  M.  O'Hara,  J.  Maltby,  H.  Wragg, 
W.  Gray,  A.  E.  Coe,  J.  Lunn,  G.  Beales,  G.  M. 
Waddington,  W.  Holland,  W.  Beckett,  and  W. 
Whaley.  Mr.  J.  Maltby  responded.  Votes  of  thanks 
were  passed,  and  during  the  evening  songs,  recita- 
tions, &c.,  were  rendered. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  now  very  winterly  in  this  district 
— we  are  coated  with  snow,  and  frost  has  set  in,  so 
that  our  roach  fishermen  will  have  to  put  their  rods 
by  for  a  time.  Pike  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing.and 
in  the  top  stretches  of  the  Hull  and  the  Driffield 
Canal  some  nice  fish  have  been  creeled.  The 
Market  Weighton  Canal  is  in  good  order,  should  the 
weather  not  be  too  severe  to  freeze  the  canal  over. 
Reports  in  pike  fishing  are  also  fairly  good  from  the 
Ancholme  and  Ludd  in  Lincolnshire,  and  from 
Hornsea  Mere,  Burton  Constable,  and  other  private 
waters  I  hear  of  very  good  accounts.  The  Hull 
City  Corporation  Angling  Association  have  just  held 
their  annual  meeting  and  elected  their  executive 
for  the  coming  season,  Mr.  S.  Clarkson  being 
elected  to  the  presidential  chair,  with  Mr.  W. 
Pegg  to  assist  him  in  the  vice-chair ;  Mr.  S. 
Grayson.  Treasurer^;  and  Mr.  E.  Gleadhill,  Hon. 
Secretary.  Amongst  the  annual  prize-winners  were 
Mr.  E.  Gleadhill,  for  the  best  catch  during  the  open 
season,  and  Mr.  A.  Culkin  during  the  close  season. 
The  next  club  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Holder- 
ness  New  Inn  on  Feb.  8.  On  Feb.  1  the  Hall  and 
District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  will  hold 
their  annual  prize  distribution  at  the  Queen's  Hotel. 
The  North  Myton  Angling  Association  held  their 
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annual  meeting  at  the  Clarence  Hotel  on  Dec.  10, 
at  which  the  gold  medals  for  the  past  season 
were  presented  to  Messrs.  W.  I.  Barker  and  R.  H. 
Barlow. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

All  our  rivers  for  some  days  previous  to  the 
Christmas  holidays  were  in  such  an  uncertain  con- 
dition that  only  those  determined  to  have  a  change 
went  from  home.  Perhaps  thsoe  who  went  to 
the  old  spots  —  Bangor,  Rossett,  Trevor,  and 
Llanymynech— did  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  those 
who  went  further  north  or  crossed  to  Ireland.  One 
thing  is  certain,  the  sport  obt>iined  in  local  waters 
was  equally  satisfactory.  These  waters  are  now 
free  from  aquatic  vegetation,  and  many  small  pi-;e 
up  to  a  few  pounds  have  been  taken.  RoaTh  are 
stated  to  be  in  splendid  condition  just  at  present, 
and  so  are  pike. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  impossible  at  the  time  of  writing  to  obtain 
any  reliable  reports  of  the  doings  of  our  city  rods 
away  from  home  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  If, 
however,they  havehad  weather  similar  to  our  local  ex- 
perience,then  their  kills  will  not  be  exciting.  At  home 
feasting  and  revelry  have  been  the  contests  arranged, 
followed,  of  course,  by  the  usual  repentance.  Still, 
a  fair  number  of  coarse  fish,  chiefly  pike  and  roach, 
have  been  recorded,  also  a  few  grayling.  Coarse 
fish  for  stocking  are  difficult  to  obtain,  but  one  of 
our  city  dealers  has  arranged  to  go  to  Lincolnshire 
to  reside  with  the  idea  of  supplying  our  wants  eind 
catering  for  visitors. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  was  running  in  comparatively  low  and 
bright  condition  for  Christmas  holiday  anglers ;  the 
heavy  volume  of  water,  mentioned  in  our  last 
report,  disappeared  more  rapidly  than  was  antici 
pated,  and  weLlders  of  the  pike  rod  we'^e  delighted. 
Fish  of  good  size  were  taken  on  December  24, 
on  Hazleford  Island,  and  at  Kelham  and 
Weston.  Others  were  caught  on  private  waters 
apart  from  the  river.  There  was  a  rather  severe 
frost  during  Tuesday  night,  and  the  change  was  wel- 
comed by  chubbing  enthusiasts  devoted  to  the  use  of 
pith  and  brains  and  greaves.  Nothing  stirs  up 
the  "loggerheads"  so  much  as  a  spell  of  severe 
weather.  Last  week-end  many  roach  anglers  were 
out,  and  those  who  are  adepts  at  tight-floating  or 
"  stretting  "  in  a  high  and  coloured  water  succeeded 
in  creeling  some  grand  lots  of  fish,  especially  in  the 
WUford  district.  Mr.  H.  Briggs,  for  instance, 
basketed  over  701b.  with  paste,  and  even  heavier 
catches  were  brought  off  in  the  lake  with  the  tail-end 
of  the  lobworm.  Not  a  few  bream  were  ako  landed. 
Sport  was  lively  in  the  Barton  district,  where  the 
Derbyshire  Erewash  joins  the  parent  river,  and 
substantial  hauls  were  made  in  the  backwater  above 
Colwick  Park.  At  the  period  of  writing  considerable 
activity  was  being  shown  by  pike  anglers,  and  I 
hope  next  week  to  be  able  to  record  the  capture  of 
many  fine  fish. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable,  and  spawn- 
ing has  gone  on  very  satisfactorily.  Poachers, 
however,  have  not  been  idle,  especially  in  the 
Southern  province.  At  the  last  Kanturk  Petty 
Sessions,  a  man  was  fined  £4  and  £1  costs  for 
illegal  fishing,  and  three  other  poachers  at  the 
same  court  were  each  fined  £4  and  lOs.  costs, 
two  for  poaching  and  the  other  for  aiding  and 
abetting.  The  Waterville  Weir  Fishery  opens  as 
usual  on  New  Year's  Day,  and  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  at  present  the  prospects  are  good  for  the 
start.  Sea-angling  is  stUl  furnishing  sport  at 
whiting  and  pollack  at  several  stations  on  the 
Atlantic  coast. 


The  Hdntikg  Seasoit. — For  the  convenience  of 
hunting  ladies  and  gentlemen  the  Great  Central 
Railway  Company  have  issued  a  very  attractive 
folder  showing  the  various  meets  through  which 
their  line  passes  on  the  route  between  London  and 
Nottingham.  It  contains  an  excellent  coloured 
sketch  map,  suitably  illustrated,  showing  the 
boundaries  of  hunts,  places  of  the  principal  meets, 
and  distances  from  the  nearest  Great  Central  station. 
Hunting  tickets  have  also  been  arranaed  from 
London,  full  particulars  of  which  are  also  shown. 
The  information  is  given  in  a  concise  fo'm  for  easv 
reference,  and  the  folder  being  of  a  convenient  size 
should  prove  very  useful  to  ladies  and  gentlemen 
hunting  in  these  districts.  Copies  can  be  obtained 
free  on  application  at  Marylebone  Station,  any  of 
the  Great  Central  Company's  town  offices,  agencies, 
or  Publicitv  Department,  216,  Marylebone-road 
N.W. 


494 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


December  29,  1906 


WAVENEY  HOTEL, 

BEGGLES,  SUFFOLK, 

Miles  of  Grand  Free  Fishing.  PIKE,  Perch, 
Roach,  Bream,  Tench,  &c. 

Delightfully  situated  on  the  River  Waveney. 

Every  accommodation  for  Visitors,  Anglers, 
Yachtsmen,  and  others.  Landing  for  Yachts 
Boats  for  hire,  and  every  requisite  for  Anglers, 
HEADQUARTERS  of  Waveney  Angling  and 
Bowling  Clubs.  Ideal  holiday  house.  Moderate 
tariff.    Home  comforts. 

M.  J.  MoQlTIRE,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Punts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Eeasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


GENTLEMEN 

EEQUIRING 

FIRST-CLASS  TROUT  AND 
COARSE  FISHING 

AT  MODERATE  COST 

should  apply  by  letter  to  "  G.  H.  R.," 

Castlefranc,  Woodberry  Grove,  N. 


THEATRES. 


HAYMAEKET  THEATRE.  —  Lessee 
and  Manager,  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison. 
—THE  MAN  JFROM  BLANKLEY'S.  By  F. 
Anstey.  Every  Evening  at  9  o'clock.  Jlr. 
Charles  Hawtrey,  Mr.  Henry  Kemble,  Jfiss 
Fanny  Brough,  Mr.  Holman  Clark,  Mr.  Arthur 
Playfair,  and  Mr.  Weedon  Grossraith.  At  8.30, 
COMPROMISING  JIARTHA,  by  Keble  Howard, 
itatinte  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.30. 

Qt7  JAMES'S,  King  Street,  PaU  Mall. 
O  —Every  Evening  at  8.15.  HIS  HOUSE  IN 
ORDER.  By  A.  W.  Pinero.  Mr.  George 
Alexander,  Miss  IreneVanbrugh  (by  arrangement 
with  ilr.  Charles  Frohman).  Matinee  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  at  2.  Tel.  3903  Gerrard. 

DALY'S  THEATRE,  Leicester  Square. 
— Every  Evening,  8.15.  Matinee,  Satur- 
days, 2.30.  A  new  Comedy  Opera,  in  English, 
entitled,  THE  MERVEILLEUSES.  Produced 
by  Mr.  George  Edwardes.  Messrs.  Robert 
Evett,  W.  Louis  Bradfleld,  W.  H.  Berry,  Fred 
Emney,  Fred  Kaye,  Willie  Warde,  Scott  Russell, 
O'Connor,  Cleather,  Evelyn ;  Mdlle.  Marietta 
Sully ;  Misses  Denise  Orme,  Elizabeth  Firth, 
Maude  Percival,  Eleanor  Souray,  Nina  Sevening, 
and  Evie  Greene.  

MIOLANO  RAILWAY 

ACCELERATED  SERVICE 

TO  AND  FROM 

Belfast  &  North  of  Ireland 

(VIA  HEYSHAM). 

THE   NEW    FAST  ROUTE. 

CO  K RIDOR  EXPRESS  SERVICE.  _ 
■  A 
p.m. 
,■2     6  0 
I    11  30 
j    11  45 
a.ni. 
6  0 


LONDON  (St.  Pancras)  dep. 

HEYSHAM  { ^. 


BELFAST  arr.  (about) 

A — Dining  Cars  St.  Pancras  to  Heysham. 

.  In  direct  connection  at  Belfast  with  Breakfast 
or  Dining  Car  E,xpresses  to  and  from  London- 
derry, Portrush,  Antrim,  &c. 


a 
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Ml 

10  40 
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B — Breakfast  Cars  Heysham  to  St.  Pancras. 

C — Breakfast  and  Luncheon  Cars  Heysham  to 

 St.  Pancras.   

DIRECT   CONNECTIONS   BY  THIS  ROUTE 
FROM  AND  TO 
PRINCIPAL  PROVINCIAL  TOWNS. 


The  trains  arrive  and  depart  alongside  the 
steamers  at  Heysham. 
Luggage  transferred  free. 


1st  Class 
and  Saloon. 
Single.  1  Ketum. 

3rd  Class 
and  Saloon. 

.Single.  1  Returu. 

.3rd  Class 
and  Steerage. 
Single.  ]  Return. 

45/-  1  75/- 

28/6  1  45/9 

21/.   1  35/6 

SAILINGS  also  between  BARROW  &  BELFAST. 
Tourist  tickets  available  for  break  of  journey  in 
Lake  District  and  Furness  Abbey. 

Apply  to  any  Midland  Office  for  NORTH  OF 
IRELAND  MAP  FOLDER. 

W.  GUY  QRANET,  General  Manager. 


RHEUMATISM, 

SGIATIGA,  LUMBAGO,  &c. 

'The  DROITWICH  CURE 

at  home,  by  using 


DROITWICH  / 
BRINE 


1^  Wholesale  only  of  ^ 
I'^JSTON&WESTAaiTD. 

jASICHEAPLOllflflHjg; 

I  Beware  of  llni^ah■|)ns^dnsiston  having! 
lil^GenuineD  roihwich  Brine  CRYilALS) 


Obtainable  at  all  Chemists, 
or  Single  Bags  Delivered  Free 

LONDON  AND  SUBURBS,  2/-, 
COUNTRY  ADDRESSES,  2/3, 
BY  THE  SOLE  PROPRIETORS, 

Dept.  "  C." 


WANTED. 

Wanted  by  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 

Back  Numbers  o'f 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

All  issues  1877  and  1878,  and  Oct.  30  and  r)e\  18, 
1880  ;  Feb.  19,  April  16,  and  July  23, 1881 ;  Dec.  22, 
1883 ;  Jan.  9  and  Dec.  25, 1886 ;  Jan.  12  and  June  29, 
1889  ;  Mar.  1, 1890  ;  May  16, 1891 ;  and  July  2, 1892. 


PISUlMti  &  SPORTIKG  PfiOPfiRTlfib, 

Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  ISs. 
CmEr  OmoE : 
A.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON.  B.C. 


Angrlers  wlsliliig'  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOUID  ADVBKTISB  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"Wanted  "  advts.,  26  words  for  18.,  prepMd. 
iddvdci  •  "Oh««i«vBp"Ofnee.  BouFnsmonth. 


L  &N.W.  R. 

BEST  ROUTES  TO 

IRELAND 


via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Mail  and 
Express  Steamers  to  KINGSTOWN  and 
DUBLIN  (North  Wall)  for  Waterford,  Cork, 
Killarney  Lakes,  Conneniara,  Galway,  Sligo, 
Kiver  Shannon,  Lough  Derg,  Lough  Eee. 

Via  HOLYHEAD,  thence  by  Express 
Steamer  to  GRBENORE  for  Dundalk,  Warren- 
point,  Rostrevor,  Newry,  Newcastle,  London- 
derry, Donegal,  Belfast,  Lough  Erne,  Lough 
Neagh,  Portrush,  Giant's  Causeway. 

Via  FLEETWOOD  Of  LIVERPOOL, 

thence  by  Fast  Steamers  to  BELFAST. 
Via   FLEETWOOD,    thence  by  Steamer 

direct  to  LONDONDERRY. 
Via  CARLISLE  and  STRANRAER, 

thence  by  the  Shortest  Sea  Passage  to  LARNE 
for  Belfast.  

See  Tourist  Programmes  Issued  by  the 
L.  &  N.  W.  Ry. 

FREDERICK  HARRISON, 
Euston  Station.  General  Manager. 


"f  *L  il^F^'  Cast  yonr  Eye  on  this! 


ItOTAL  ALBERT  HALL. 
Patron:  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING. 

President : 

H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT.  K.G 
Conductor :  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  M.V.O. 
Thirty-Sixth  Season,  1906-7. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  1st  JANUARY,  1907, 

AT  8  O'CLOCK, 

MESSIAH 

HANDEL> 

Miss  GLEESON-WHITE. 
Madame  CLARA  BUTT. 
Mr.  LLOYD  CHANDOS. 
Mr.  WATKIN  MILLS. 

Organist :  Mr.  Balfodr,  Mus.  Bac. 
Band  and  Chorus,  1,000. 

Prices  :  Stalls,  7s.  6d.  ;  Arena,  6.«.  ;  Balcony  (re- 
served), 5s.,  unreserved,  4s.;  Gallery  (promenade), 
Is.  Tickets  can  now  be  obtained  at  the  Ticket 
Office,  Royal  Albert  Hall,  and  the  usual  Agents. 


Eden  Fishery  Board. 

The  HATCHERY  COMMITTEE 
are  now  BOOKING  ORDERS 
for  TROUT  YEARLINGS 
S.  FARIO.— Apply  to 

J.  B.  SLATER, 

COURT  SQUARE,  CARLISLE. 


PROUT'S  DUBBIN 

»  will    WATERPROOF.    SOFTEN,  ami 

BRnflTffl  PRESERVE     WALKING,  FISHING. 
'C      "         SHOOTING,    and    GOLFING  BOOTS, 
^..j.p.a^.AV  rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 
^       fcw^         preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
Ormmm       Diploma  awarded,  Fisheries* 
{•unni^l  Extiibition,  1883. 

Gold  Medal  Awards— 
Sample  per   Cape  Town,  1905,  and  Naval  and 
post  2  stamps.        FisherieB'  Exliibition,  1905. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  Stores,  &c..  3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  per  box 
PROUT,  25,  BeaK  Street,  London,  w. 


TACKLE  DEALERS 

Will  reach  German  Anglers  by  Advertising  in 

S)eut6cbe  .  . 


Hnglet3dtung, 


Published  by 

DEUTSCHER  ANQLERBUND 

(German  Angling  Union), 
ONLY  ANGLINQ  PAPER  IN  GERMAN. 
Semi-Monthly.  Foreign  Anniul  Snbioriptioii,  m.  8. 

AnDRESS— 

F.  SCHIRMER,  Bfirlln  W.  NeuenbiirgerSt.  Ua. 


Save  the  "  F.G."  Number  by  Number,  until 
the  Volume  is  complete,  by  using 

THE  "FISHING  GAZETTE" 
MECHANICAL  BINDER, 

Price  3/9  netl. 

This  Mechanical  Binder  is  well  and  strongly 
made  in  cloth  gilt,  with  Mechanism  complete. 

THIS  useful  invention  enables  subscribers  to 
bind  up,  number  by  number.  The  Fishing 
Gazette  as  they  are  published,  and  at  the  com- 
pletion of  tile  Volume  can  be  tiken  off  and  sent 
to  the  Bookbinder — leaving  the  Mechanical 
Binder  free  for  the  next  volume.  Wliether  con- 
taining one  number  or  a  complete  volume  it  has 
the  appearance  of,  and  handles  the  same  as,  an 
ordinarily  Itound  book.  It  is  the  only  method 
by  which  The  Fishing  Gazette  can  be  instantly 
l)ound  with  the  same  facility  as  a  single  leaf, 
and  there  are  no  wires  or  elastic  strings  to  get 
out  of  order.   

LONDON:  "FISHING  GAZETTE"  OFFICE, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


Angrlers  wishingr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing-  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

BHOnLD  ADVBKTISB  IH 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JODRNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate, 
\ddrea*:   Kloir  Street.  Alfreton. 


On  receipt  of  Stamps  or  Postal  Order,  we  will 
forward  to  any  address  in  the  world,  post  free, 
I  doz.  of  our  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES 
for  pd.,  3  doz.  for  as.,  6  doz.  for  38.  6d., 

or  1 3  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A 
WORLD-WIDE  REPUTATION 
for  magnificence,  cheapness,  and  killing  poweri 

— having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  List  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  appll- 
cation.  

JOHN  WHITE  &  SONS, 

Fishlngr  Tackle  Manufaetupers, 
OMAOH,  IRELAND. 


Are  You  Insured 
Against  All  Casualties? 

IF  NOT,  WHY  NOT? 

Yon  can  now  obtain  a  Folioy 
Indemnifying     you  against 

ANY  AND  EVERY  SICKNESS 
(not  a  limited  number  of  diseases  oniy) 

AMD 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

No  Medical  Examination  required. 
Write  for  Prospectus  and  Terms  of  Agency. 

CASUALTY 

INSURANCE  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

F.  J.  LEE-SMITH,  Managing  Director, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London.  S.W. 
DO  IT  HOW, 


This  Insurance  Is  not  eonflned  to 
Railway  Train  Accidents  only,  but  agralnst 
All  Passenger  Vehicle  Accidents. 


FREE  INSURANCE. 


THB  CASUALTY  INSURANOE  COMPAN?,  LTD., 
will  pay  to  the  legal  representative  of  any  man 
or  woman  (railway  servants  on  duty  excepted) 
who  shall  happen  to  meet  with  his  or  her  death 
by  an  accident  to  a  train  or  to  a  public  vehicle, 
licensed  for  passenger  service,  in  which  he  or  she 
was  riding  as  a  ticket-bearing  or  fare-paying 
passenger  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom 
on  the  following  conditions : — 

1.  That  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  pas- 
senger in  question  had  upon  his  or  her  person 
this  Insurance  Coupon,  or  the  paper  in  which  it 
is,  with  his  or  her  usual  signature  written  in  the 
space  provided  at  the  foot. 

2.  This  paper  may  be  left  at  hli  or  her  place 
of  abode,  so  long  as  the  Coupon  Is  signed. 

3.  That  notice  of  the  accident  be  given  to  the 
Company  guaranteeing  this  insurance  within 
seven  days  of  its  occurrence. 

4.  That  death  result  within  one  month  from 
the  date  of  the  accident. 

5.  That  no  person  can  claim  In  respect  of  more 
than  one  of  these  Coupons. 

6.  The  Insurance  under  this  Coupon  holds  good 
from  6  a.m.  of  the  morning  of  publication  to 
6  a.m.  on  the  day  of  the  following  publioation. 

Signed  


Address  

The  due  fulfilment  of  this  iniurance  is  guaran- 
teed by 

THE  CASUALTY  INSURANCE  GO. 

Limited, 

7,  Waterloo  Place,  London,  8.W., 

to  whom  all  communications  should  be  made 

SPEOIAL  NOTICE. 

Subscribers  who  have  duly  paid  a  Subscription 
in  advance  for  Six  Months  or  longer,  to  their 
Newsagents  or  to  the  Publishers,  need  not  during 
the  period  covered  by  their  Subscription,  sign 
the  Coupon.  It  is  only  necessary  to  forward 
the  Subscription  Receipt  to  the  Casualty 
Insurance  Company,  Ltd.,  7,  Waterloo  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  the  purpose  of  Registration. 


THB 

mdiati  sponitid  ctmcs. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClEOULATBS  THKOUQHOUT  INDIA,  CBYLON, 
BURMAH,  AND  ASSAM. 
The  Only  Illustrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  East, 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 
FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 

FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 
Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  16«.  per 

annum.    Single  copies,  bd. ;  post  free,  7rf. 
Printed  and  Published  at  Times  or  India  Preaa, 
Bombay, 

Loudui.  Office  :  .  I,  Wbitefriars  St..  .•'Ixal  .SI  ,  E.C 
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.     TWEED  ACTS  CASES. 

At  Hawick  Sheriff  Court,  on  Wednesday  (Dec.  19), 
Sheriff-Substitute  BaiUie  presiding,  Wilham  Douglas 
inillworker,  AUar's-crescent,  Hawick,  was  con- 
victed in  absence  of  a  contravention  of  the  Tweed 
Fisheries  Act  by  having  seven  cleek-marked  sea- 
trout.  He  was  fined  £2  13s.,  including  expenses, 
or  ten^days. 

James  Potts,  spinner.  Old  Churchyard  ;  Walter 
Armstrong,  butcher,  Dickson-street  ;  and  William 
Douglas,  millworker,  Allar's-crescent,  Hawick,  who 
had  been  collared  by  water-bailiffs  witli  fish  in  a 
bag  between  Cavers  and  Cauldmill,  were  each 
fined  35s.  4d.,  including  expenses,  or  fourteen  days. 

John  Scott  Wood,  labourer,  Langlands  Road  ; 
John  Scott,  laboiu'er,  Ladylaw-place  ;  and  Alex. 
iCrosbie,  labourer,  Arthur-street,  Hawick,  were 
charged  with  having  three  cleeked  sea-trout. 

A  constable  stated  that  he  cried  to  the  first  one, 
when  he  saw  him,  that  he  would  be  charged.  "  If 
one  is  going  to  be  charged,"  said  Wood,  "  simply 
by  a  policeman  calling  out,  it's  going  to  be  a  poor 
country."    They  were  each  fined  22s.,  or  five  days. 

Gilbert  Oliver,  labourer,  Baker-street,  Hawick, 
who  had  been  caught  raking  the  Teviot  at  Laid- 
law's  Cauld  with  a  cleek,  was  in  absence  fined  £2 
or  ten  days.  The  accused's  father  said  Oliver  had 
joined  the  Army,  and  had  left  that  morning. 

James  Rodgers,  labourer,  Baker-street,  Hawick, 
who  had  been  caught  "  bvirning  "  the  Cobble  Cauld, 
after  remarking  to  a  policeman  whom  he  passed 
that  he  was  going  to  make  a  start,  was  fined  £3  12s., 
or  twenty-one  days. 

At  Jedburgh  Sheriff  Court,  on  Thursday  (Dec.  20), 
John  Girdwood  and  James  Oliver,  labourers, 
Earlston,  were  each  fined  £3  14s.,  or  twenty-one 
days'  imprisonment,  for  having  a  net  in  their  pos- 
session near  the  Tweed.  Oliver,  going  down  stairs  : 
"  A  happy  New  Year  anyhow,  when  it  comes." 

William  Oldham,  Walter  Rae,  Walter  Gladstone, 
all  stocking-makers,  belonging  to  Hawick,  were 
fined  £2  16s.,  including  expenses,  or  foiu^teen  days, 
for  having  one  salmon  in  their  possession.  Two 
of  them  were  caught  on  a  Sunday  after  a  stiff 
chase  by  bailiffs  on  the  Rule.  Oldham  and  Rae 
were  further  fined  £3  3s.,  or  twenty-one  days,  for 
taking  eighteen  salmon  from  Wells  Cauld. 

Robert  Reid,  Hugh  Heslan,  and  Robert  Cowan, 
all  belonging  to  Hawick,  were  each  fined  £2  14s., 
or  twenty-one  days,  for  cleeking  four  fish  from  the 
Ale. 

John  Lximsden,  tramp,  was  fined  £2  10s.,  or 
fourteen  days,  for  cleeking  fish  at  Pavilion.' — 
Border  Standard,  Dec.  25. 


SPAWNING  IN  THE  BORDER  ESK 
AND  LIDDLE. 


Foe  some  time  past  these  rivers  have  been  in  fine 
size  for  a  rare  and  successful  spawning  season- 
There  have  been  a  few  falls  of  snow,  but  nothing 
to  speak  of,  wliereas  a  snow-storm  might  have 
done  good,  as  a  good  fall  before  Christmas  is 
worth  two  storms  after  the  close  of  the  year  so 
far  as  keeping  up;  the  later  spring  waters  is  con- 
cerned. ■  Since  the  recent  floods  a  number  of 
fish  are  to  be  seen  ascending  Ewes  Water  at  the 
.  head  of  the  town  of  Langholm.  The  side  streams 
have  not  been  so  full  for  years,  and  Tarras  on  the 
Esk  and  Hermitage  on  the  Liddle,  besides  the  Black 
and  White  Esk  and  the  waters  in  Eskdale  Muir, 
have  all  been  visited  by  numbers  of  salmon 
during  this  spawning  season.  The  early  migration 
of  the  kelts  from  the  lower  waters  augurs  well 
for  a  successful  riddance  of  these  fish  before 
the  opening  season  comes  round.  Such  in- 
dicates an  early  spawning  season,  as  most 
of  the  spent  fish  are  from  the  upper  waters 
or  the  smaller  side  streams.  The  lower  waters  have 
been  too  much  swollen  of  late  for  the  fish  to  be 
observed,  but  doubtless  numbers  have  been  spawned 
in  the  lower  reaches  and  returned  to  the  sea.  The 
prospects  of  the  close  season  so  far  have  been  so  satis- 
factory that  there  is  ground  for  hope  that  many 
more  salmon  will  spawn  than  during  last  season, 
which  was  a  poor  one ;  yet  the  angling  during  the 
month  of  October  was  remarkably  good,  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  including  the  dry 
summer  and  almost  total  absence  of  floods. — G. 


How  TO  Tib  Trout  and  Grayling  Flies.— Now  Ready,  and 
can  be  had  post  free  for  2/4  iu  stamps  from  the  Manager  of  The 
Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
the  Second  Edition  of  "  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling." 
By  U.  G.  McClelland.  Fully  Illustrated.  "ITie  best  book  ever 
written  on  the  subject." — Fishing  Gazette. 


PROFITS  OF  CARP  FARMIN(i. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei-Zeilung 
some  interesting  figures  are  given  in  regard  to  the 
possibilities  of  profit  afforded  by  the  roaring  of  carp 
in  countries  where  the  carp  is  esteemed  as  an  article 
of  food.  In  the  autumn  of  1905  some  six  acres  of 
poor  meadow-land  at  Verneuchen  were  converted  into 
a  pona  by  the  construction  of  a  dam  about  500  yards 
long,  at  a  cost  of  £00.  Towai-ds  the  end  of  May, 
1906,  this  pond  was  stocked  with  100,000  carp  fry, 
at  a  cost  of  £12.  Thanks  to  favourable  weather, 
the  fry  thrived  so  exceedingly  well  that  there 
seemed  a  danger  of  their  being  unable  to  find 
sufficient  natm-al  food. 

From  the  middle  of  July  till  Sept.  10  they  were 
supplied  with  artificial  food,  at  a  cost  of  about  £15. 
With  the  advent  of  cold  weather  their  appetite 
disappeared,  and  no  iood  was  given  after  Sept.  10. 
The  cost  of  construction,  stocking,  ana  fo  jd  was 
thus  less  than  £90. 

On  Nov.  1  and  2  last  the  pond  was  cleared,  and 
it  was  then  found  to  contain  no  less  than  52,250  carp, 
ranging  from  2^-in.  to  8in.  long.  The  market  value 
of  these  fish,  in  Germany,  was  over  £200,  thus 
showing  a  profit  of  something  like  £1 10  on  the  whole 
transaction. 

ANSWEE8  .T0  CORBESPONDENTS. 

Eknest  Phillips. — You  shall  have  the  name — 
the  Weekly  Telegraph,  July  21,  1906. 


•JLettets  to  the  JEbitor- 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  by  our  Vorrespo-ndent8,\ 


MALFORMED  GRAYLING. 

Deab  Sir, — Malformation  in  grayling  is  not  rare, 
but  from  some  reason  or  the  otlier,  I  seem  to  catch 
a  lot  more  misshapened  fish  than  I  did  formerly. 
Last  week  1  caught,  a  grayling  of  ^ib.,  hog-backed, 
and  as  near  the  shape  and  make  of  a  perch  as 
possible  !  Remembering  seeing  some  misshapen 
trout  in  cases  in  your  sanctmn,  i  made  preparation 
to  send  you  this  grayling  by  parcel  post,  forgetting 
the  presence  of  tne  cat — result,  a  wild  rush  out  ot 
the  iiouse  into  the  garden,  a  couple  of  greenliouse 
panes  broken,  and  a  race  round  the  shrubbery. 
Tom  won  !  On  uec.  16  I  caught  another  yoz.  ttsfi 
(enclosed)  much  malformed.  Lay  a  sheet  of  paper 
across  him  from  the  point  of  the  dorsal  tin,  and 
anyone  would  think  a  good  pound  grayling  was 
underneath,  but  he  tapers  off  awfully,  does  he  not  ? 
Wishing  you  and  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
the  compliments  of  the  season,  befieve  me — Yours 
truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

[The  grayling  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Boulenger, 
the  Natural  Hi.jtory  Museum,  who  Kindly  replies : — 
"  The  grayling  you  send  is  quite  normal,  except 
for  its  "hog-backed'  shape." — Ed. J 


A  SEASON'S  FISHING  AT  ALTNACEALGACH. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Scott-street,  Perth,  sends 
us  the  following  letter  from  Captain  Robertson  Reid 
giving  a  description  of  his  season's  angling  at 
Altnacealgach : — 

Dear  Mb.  Malloch, — Now  that  the  angling 
season  has  once  more  drawn  to  a  close,  I  think  I 
feel  settled  down  enough  to  write  and  thank  you  for 
your  sound  advice  when  writing  in  April  to  me. 
As  you  know,  I  went  to  Altnacealgach — I  went  on 
May  26,  and  remained  tiU  Sept.  22,  which  is  not  a 
bad  innings — and  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  write  of 
the  place  with  an  absolute  knowledge  of  my  subject. 
On  reference  to  my  notebook  I  find  that  on  July  18, 
when  first  I  totalled  up,  I  had  killed,  between  Lochs 
Boarlan,  Cama,  Urigill,  and  Veyatie,  in  forty-four 
days,  1308  trout,  weighing  5081b.  ;  daily  average, 
11  •21b.  ;  daily  number  of  fish,  thirty.  Included  in 
above,  twenty-six  big  fish  (seven  of  which  were 
under  21b.),  781b. 

When  I  left  Altnacealgach  I  had  increased  my 
catch,  tiU  on  Sept.  13  (a  pouring  wet  day)  I  again 
totalled  up  and  found  that  I  had  killed  1616  tish, 
6561b.,  2'4  to  the  pound,  or  7oz.  each  ;  heaviest 
fish  (of  which  I  sent  you  a  scale),  71b.,  caught  on 


Loch  Boarlan,  when,  on  same  day,  J.  got  in  ;all 
seven  fish,  31  Jib.,  all  on  "  Malloch's  trolling  tackle." 

After  this  date  my  fishing  was  more  or  Less  of  a 
fluctuation.  On  further  reference  to  my  notebook, 
however,  1  find  that  on  Sept.  14,  in  Veyatie,  thirty- 
two  fish,  16ilb.  ;  Sept.  15,  in  Carna,  twenty  fish, 
131b.;  Sept"  17,  in  Boarlan,  fifteen  fish,  4^lb.  ; 
Sept.  18,  in  Urigill,  twenty-three  fish,  Oilb. — 
total,  ninety  fish,  40^lb. — are  still  to  be  added  to 
my  credit,  bringing  up  my  total  for  the  season  at 
Altnacealgach  to  1706  fish,  6961b.,  and  on  the  last 
day,  prior  to  leaving  for  the  South,  1  got  a  permit 
on  Loch  Ailsh  from  the  Hon.  T.  A.  Brassey,  when 
a  friend  of  mine  (Mr.  Franklin  Holland)  and 
self  got  between  us  sixty  fish,  31|lb. — not  a  bad 
finish,  eh  'i 

Well,  enough  about  self.  1  wish  (in  return  for 
your-  kindness)  you  to  allow  me  to  give  you  my  most 
warm  congratulation  on  having  made  for  mo  the 
most  perfect  rod  I  ever  used,  in  the  form  of  your 
10ft.  single-handed  greenheart,  three  years  ago. 
I  fished  with  it  and  no  other  all  last  season  and 
all  of  the  season  before,  killing  some  hundredweights 
of  fish  each  season,  while  this  year  I  fished  and  killed 
all  my  trout  up  till  Aug.  25  with  it,  when  it,  in  a 
most  annoying  and  unexplainable  manner,  vanished, 
and,  although  I  have  taken  every  possible  mode  of 
trying  to  find  out  its  whereabouts,  1  regret  to  say  I 
have  never  seen  or  heard  of  it  since.  On  the  last 
day  I  used  it  the  dear  little  rod  was  as  good  as 
when  I  got  it  from  you  three  years  ago — straight 
as  a  dart  and  absolutely  reliable.  I  feel  as  though  I 
had  lost  a  very  dear  friend  ;  in  fact,  I  have  done  so. 

My  name  and  address  are  stuck  on  tapes  in  the 
cover,  and  should  it  happen  that  any  brother  angler 
at  Altnacealgach  has  inadvertently  packed  my 
"  pet  "  up  along  with  his,  he  may  return  it  to  you, 
not  knowing  my  address,  but  this  is  my  only- — too 
vain — hope.  It  was  Mr.  Robert  Bell,  of  Perth, 
with  whom  I  fished  in  Loch  Laggan,  who  first 
showed  me  his  rod,  and  who  ordered  from  you  the 
one  you  made  for  me.  Our  mutual  friend,  Harry 
Anderson,  who  has  Stanley  Water,  and  who  was 
with  me  at  Altnacealgach,  knew  how  I  loved  my 
dear  little  rod,  and  I  cannot  tell  anybody  how  I 
shall  miss  it,  for  I  can  never  replace  it.  I  have  read 
with  great  interest  your  controversy  with  Hardy 
on  greenheart  v.  split-cane.  I  add  my  grateful 
testimony,  to  many  others  you  must  have  got,  in 
absolute  favour  of  the  former.  This  season  I  saw 
dozens  of  Farlow's,  dozens  of  Hardy's,  sectional 
and  whole  cane,  but  none  came  up  to  or  near  my 
little  "  Nellie  "  (as  I  christened  my  rod  after  my 
little  niece,  who  was  with  me  the  first  day  I  usea  it). 
I  hope  you  will  wade  through  this  long  yam  with  as 
much  pleasure  as  it  has  given  me  to  write  it. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  summary  of  my  season's 
catch,  omitting  my  day  on  Loch  Ailsh ;  and  I 
do  not  think  that  it  can  be  beaten  for  one  rod  on 
hotel  ■  waters  in  Scotland.  With  kind  regards. — 
Believe  me,  yours  very  faithfully, 

F.  Robertson  Reid. 

P.S. — One  great  advantage  Altnacealgach  has 
is  its  absolutely  unpronounceable  name  for  English- 
men. They  fail  to  make  Scotchmen  understand 
where  they  want  to  go  to  when  they  ask  for  "  Alt- 
nacallack,"  or  "  Altnakillackack,"  as  I  heard  one 
angler  ask  for.  Even  my  own  sister,  who  was 
living  in  Strathpeffer,  told  rae  she  would  have  come 
to  see  me  only  she  could  not  "  ask  her  way."  You 
will  see  what  superior  fish  Veyatie  and  Gama 
hold  as  compared  with  Urigill,  which  has  it  for 
numbers. 

[I  have  much  pleasure  in  publishing  this  descrip- 
tion of  sport  at  Altnacealgach,  as  it  confirms 
accounts  which  have  often  been  given  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  As  regards  the  pronunciation,  I  have 
always  told  anglers  I  met,  who  were  going  there, 
that  Altnacealgach  is  pronounced  AJtnagal- 
lagher,"  with  the  "g's"  fairly  hard.  I  hope  I  was 
not  misled  by  my  informant  and  angler  of  Scottish 
descent,  who  knew  the  Highlands  well. — Ed.] 


"AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  HANDLING 
THE  FISHING  ROD." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  ^Ir. 
Taylor's  letter  in  reply  to  my  remarks  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  3,  called  forth  by  his  article,  "  On 
Handling  the  Fishing  Rod." 

Let  me  first  thank  him  for  the  courteous  nature 
of  his  remarks,  and  I  only  wisli  that  I  could  have 
the  pleasure  of  a  day's  tarpon  fishing  with  liiiu. 
Of  course,  I  now  see  that  we  were  arguing  from 
very  different  standpoints,  he  writing  more  with 
reference  to  fishing  for  tarpon  averaging  2001b., 
with  tackle  having  a  breaking  strain  of  some  751b., 
and  I  ha\-ing  in  mind  fishing  for  salmon  averaging, 
say,  151b.,  with  tackle  little  morp  than  a  tenth  of 
the  strength. 

But,  taking  these  amounts  as  fairly  proportional. 
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1  still  cannot  but  think  that  the  plan  advised  of 
lowering  the  rod  until  pointing  at  the  fish  and 
then  reeling  in  the  slack  line  must  be  dangerous, 
at  any  rate  as  applied  to  salmon  angling.  The 
most  I  have  ever  dared  to  do  with  a  sulky  fish  has 
been  to  lower  the  rod  till  nearly,  but  not  quite, 
parallel  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  making  an 
angle  of  about  15deg.,  and  reeling  in  line  as  I  did 
so,  so  as  to  always  keep  a  taut  line.  Then,  provided 
the  fish  remained  quiescent,  a  steady  lifting  strain 
could  be  applied.  But  this  only  as  a  last  resource, 
and  not  even  then  if  the  fish  were  at  such  a  distance 
as  to  cause  the  angle  formed  by  rod  and  line  to  be 
very  obtuse. 

h-  And  as  regards  a  slack  line,  I  still  maintain  that 
it  is  one  of  tlie  chief  things  to  be  avoided.  In  the 
case  of  a  lightly-hooked  fish  it  means  an  almost 
certain  parting  of  rod  and  quarry.  Every  fisher- 
man knows  what  an  anxious  moment  it  is  when 
the  rod  is  lowered  and  slack  line  given  to  a  jumping 
fish. 

But  I  am  even  more  decided  when  I  come  to 
the  method  of  giving  a  fish  the  butt  as  advocated 
by  Mr.  Taylor.  He  points  his  rod  at  me,  and  I 
proceed  to  break  him,  unless  he  raises  his  point, 
or,  in  other  words,  waives  the  point  !  In  the 
article  in  question,  he  says,  "  The  butt  is  given 
by  simply  reeling  in  the  line  until  the  tip  is  pointing 
straight  to  the  fish."  Yes,  very  simply,  but  surely 
not  a  good  tip  ;  for  thus  we  have  rod,  line,  and  fish 
in  one  straight  line.  The  whole  weight  of  the  fish, 
no  matter  if  only  for  a  moment,  on  the  line,  unaided 
by  the  rod,  a^d  the  breaking  strain  reduced  to  that 
of  the  line  alone.  Let  us  again  quote  Mr.  Taylor. 
In  the  beginning  of   his  article  he  says  :    "  The 


was  3  p.m.  before  I  had  my  rod  and  line  out ;  any- 
how, before  6.30  in  the  evening  I  had  six  barbel, 
two  largest  Gilb.  and  81b.,  and  eight  yellow-fish, 
largest  I  fib.  ;  as  regards  gameness,  I  think  they 
were  quite  up  to  some  of  the  fish  I  have  had  out 
of  the  old  Medway.  1  was  using  a  No.  5  gut  hook 
and  dressed  line,  the  finest  I  could  get.  The  natives 
of  the  place  seemed  rather  surprised  to  find  one 
could  catch  fish  with  such  fine  tackle,  their  mode 
of  fishing  being  generally  an  eyed  eel  hook  and 
cord,  something  of  the  nature  of  a  thin  rope.  One 
thing  I  noticed  with  the  fish  was  there  seemed  to 
be  no  muddy  taste  at  all  in  eating  such  as  one 
generally  finds  in  home  rivers.  The  barbel  I  mostly 
caught  with  worms,  although  the  yellow-fish  were 
not  above  taking  it  ;  my  first  yellow-fish  seemed 
very  much  after  the  chub,  only  a  rather  deep  yellow 
in  some  parts.  The  barbel  are,  I  may  say,  almost 
the  same  as  one  gets  in  the  Thames.  On  every 
occasion  on  which  I  went  fishing  I  always  had  fair 
sport. 

I  shall  always  have  good  cause  in  remembering 
my  outing,  for  one  day  in  crossing  the  rocks 
to  get  on  the  island  I  had  the  luck  to  slip  off  up 
to  my  middle  in  the  river.  As  I  fortunately  had 
my  waterproof  with  me,  as  soon  as  I  got  on  to 
the  land,  I  took  all  my  garments  off  and  laid  them 
on  the  bushes  to  get  dry  ;  it  being  the  middle  of 
February  it  did  not  take  long.  So  I  donned  my  "  mack  " 
and  went  and  sat  down,  fishing  in  my  favourite 
spot  on  the  corner.  But  after  fishing  some  short 
time  I  found  that  I  was  getting  bites  in  other 
places  than  on  my  hook.  On  opening  my  "  mack  "  I 
soon  found  the  reason,  as  I  had  accidentally  been 
sitting  on  an  ant  heap,  and  I  can  assure  you  they 


must  lie  on  th»  bottom.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  results  of  the  method. 

r  do  not  tell  "  fish  stories,"  but  I  have  taken, 
on  horseliair  from  rod-top  to  hook,  roach  exceeding 
21b.  ;  roach  averaging  Hlb.,  with  none  below  1  lb., 
and  tench  over  31b.  But  I  am  quite  content  with 
ilb.  "  tiddlers,"  when  I  never  get  a  fish  on  below 
that  weight. 

I  have  never  made  big  baskets  on  "  the  open  waters 
of  Yorkshire,  frequented  by  thousands  of  anglers 
from  Leeds,  York,  Bradford,"  etc.  But  river 
fishing  is  beside  the  question,  because  the  modux 
operandi  differs  fundamentally  from  still-water 
angling. — Yours  truly,  I.  W.  Alton.  ' 

HOW  TO  IMPROVE  THE  SCOTCH  RIVERS.  ' 

Dear  Sie, — I  read  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  article  of 
Dec.  22,  and  quite  agree  with  him  that  most  of  the 
Scotch  rivers  are  over  fished,  but  I  do  not  consider 
that  this  is  the  real  cau;e  of  their  deterioration. 
Firstly,  I  consider  that  paper  and  other  mills  do  far 
more  harm  than  most  people  imagine.  Many  rivers 
have  been  completely  spoilt  by  them  already,  and 
there  are  many  others  which  will  be  ruined  in  a  few 
years  unless  something  is  done  to  prevent  these 
mills  from  polluting  the  water  with  their  poisonous 
filth.  If  any  anti-poUution  Act  exists,  why  is  it  not 
enforced  ? 

Would  it  not  be  a  good  plan  to  put  a  small 
licence  on  all  trout  rivers  in  Scotland  so  thnt  a 
water-bailie  might  be  kept  on  all  good  trouting 
rivers  ?  A  size  limit — say,7in. — might  do  a  great 
deal  to  preserve  the  trout;  everyone  might  have  it 
marked  on  hi^i  rod. 

Nearly  all  the  rivers  are  very  much  spoilt  by 


The  Vaal  Eiver. 


The  Vaal  Rivbb  near  Pabys. 


angler  should  bear  in  mind  that  he  is  not  angling 
with  a  bean-pole  and  a  clothes-line,  but  that  his 
pole  is  a  rod,  to  which  is  attached  a  line  hardly 
more  than  a  thread,  and  not  a  hawser  capable  of 
mooftng  a  coaster.  The  mission  of  a  line  is  not  to 
heave  and  to  haul  the  fish  about,  but  its  object  is 
to  guide."  And  later  he  illustrates,  what  all  anglers 
will  admit  to  be,  the  correct  manner  of  holding  the 
rod  when  "  butting  "  a  fish^ — namely,  at  an  angle 
of  about  45  deg.  And  again  he  says  :  "  It  is  an 
old  maxim  among  anglers,  to  always  feel  the  fish 
on  the  line."  Sound  in  theory  and  in  practice, 
but  hardly  consonant  with  the  points  objected  to 
by  me.— Yours  truly,       S.  E.  Douglas  (Capt.). 


ANGLING  IN  ORANGE  RIVER  COLONY. 

Deab  Sir, — ^Having  recently  returned  from  a 
few  weeks'  holiday  in  the  Orange  River  Colony,  I 
have  enclosed  you  some  views,  thinking  possibly 
they  might  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 
My  object  in  going  to  Parys  was  I  had  heard  a 
lot  about  it  from  a  friend,  and  I  wanted,  if  possible, 
to  find  a  fishy  spot,  and  this  I  think  I  found. 
The  river  there  in  some  parts  is  a  large  sheet  of 
water  100  yards  wide,  in  other  parts  it  is  divided 
into  three  streams  with  small  islands  in  between ; 
the  country  all  round  is  well  wooded,  and  the 
scenery  on  some  parts  of  the  river  is  beyond  words, 
as  you  will  see  by  photo  ;  some  parts  of  the  river 
are  very  rocky.  On  my  first  day  there,  after  wander- 
ing about  a  good  deal  before  I  could  find  a  swim 
to  my  fancy,  I  finally  decided  to  cross  on  to  one 
of  the  islands  and  try  the  point  where  the  stream 
runs  in.      In  this  I  was  not  disappointed,  as  it 


can  give  a  good  account  of  themselves.  Anyhow, 
I  soon  finished,  and  waited  for  my  under-clothing 
to  get  dry.  To  anyone  who  is  in  search  of  a  holiday 
in  sunny  South  Africa  they  might  do  a  deal  worse 
than  pay  •  a  visit  there.  The  board  and  lodging  at 
the  head  hotel  is  50s.  a  week,  and  everything  of  the 
best  ;  the  landlord  is  a  Dutchman,  and  a  first- 
rate  host  he  is.  There  is  also  excellent  shooting  as 
well,  but  the  season  does  not  open  till  March.  One 
will  also  find  a  camera  is  a  good  companion,  as 
when  not  fishing  there  are  some  lovely  walks,  and 
also  some  excellent  views. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  report  as  to  the  progress  of 
the  trout  up  here  shortly. — Yours  truly, 
Bender 

(Late  Maidstone  Angling  Society). 

P.S.^ — I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  any  information 
should  any  of  your  readers  desire  same. 

[Much  obliged  to  "  Bender  "  for  his  interesting 
letter. — Ed.] 


COARSE   FISHING  IN  STILL  WATERS. 

Deab.  Slr,- — Will  you  allow  me  to  point  out  an 
error  which  occurred  in  my  article  of  Dec.  1,  1906. 
My  signature  appeared  as  "  A.  W.  Alton."  My 
name  is  not  Alton,  but  my  nom-de-plume  is  "  I.  W. 
Alton."  "  I  "  stands  for  Izaak  ;  you  take  out  a 
full-point — and  there  you  are. 

May  I  add  that  my  article  was  written  for  the 
ordinary  bank  fisherman,  and  not  for  experts. 
The  long,  springy  rod,  silk  or  horsehair,  Ught  float 
and  fine  tackle  may  be  varied  at  discretion.  But 
for  still-water  angling  successfully  one  point  is  of 
vital  importance  :    the  bait  and  one  small  shot 


poaching.  The  most  effectual  way  of  stopping  this 
would  be  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  trout. 
Trout  ought  to  be  left  entirely  for  sport.  If  the  sale 
of  trout  was  put  down  by  law  it  would  stop  all  the 
professional  fishers  who  do  not  fish  for  sport.  This 
class  of  fishermen  does  more  to  ruin  a  river  than 
any  amount  of  sporting  fishermen. — Yours  truly, 
-  Edinburgh.  F.  R.. 

[It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Tod's  article  may  bear 
fruit — already  it  is  beginning  to  do  so,  as  witness 
this  sensible  letter  from  "  F.  R."  Judging  from 
our  experience  in  England  anglers  will  never  submit 
to  a  rod  tax  if  they  can  avoid  it.  I  think  they 
would  get  far  better  sport  if  they  did.  It  is 
impossible  to  exaggerate  the  harm  done  by  poison- 
ous refuse  from  mills,  factories,  and  towns,  but 
unfortunately  the  wealthy  manufacturers  laugh  at 
the  law,  and  the  sanitary  authorities  of  towns  will 
not  take  action  against  themselves. — Ed.] 

THE  CABRACH  OF  THE  DEVERON. 
Dear  Sie, — "  Special  Scotch,"  in  his  column 
(see  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  22),  says,  in  one  of  his 
notes  :  "  The  Deveronside  folks  are  to  be  envied. 
They  have  the  Cabrach  for  the  asking— an  excellent 
summer  trout  and  autumn  salmon  water,"  etc. 
May  I  remind  him  that  he  stated,  some  time  back 
now,  that  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  had 
closed  the  Cabrach  portion  of  the  Deveron.  In- 
deed, I  have  heard  this  asserted  in  other  quarters, 
and  so  emphatically,  that  I  wish  to  know  the  truth. 
Even  more  do  some  people  I  am  acquainted  with, 
whom  I  had  assured  that  "  the  Cabrach,"  Deveron, 
was  no  longer  to  be  had  for  the  asking  ;  and  this, 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  is  the  fact,  till  "  Special 
Scotch  "  corrects  me. — Yours  truly,     E.  M.  Tod. 
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Admitted  by  the  profession  to  be  the 
most  valuable  remedy  ever  discovered. 

Dr.  J.  COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

GHLOKODYNE 

is  the  best  remedy  known  for 

lOUGHS,  GOLDS,  ASTHMA.  BRONCHITIS. 

IT  ACTS  LIKE  A  CHARM  IN 
BIAREH(EA,  CHOLERA,  and  DYSENTERY. 

and  is  the  only  palliative  in 
NE  VRA  LGIA ,  R  HE  JJMA  TISM,  O  O  VT, 
TOOTHACHE. 

None  genuine  without  the  words  "  Dr.  J.  Collis 
Browne's  Chlorodyne"  on  the  stamp. 

Overwhelming  Medical  Testimony  accom- 
panies each  bottle. 

Of  alJ  Chemists,  I/I  J,  2/9  and  4/6- 


Sole  Makers 
m  of  m 


HALFORD 


lAND 


i  OPTIMUS 

AIR  PUMP  DRESSED 
UNES  for  Dry  Fly, 
Wet  Fly  &  Spinning:. 


Absolutely  the 
best  Lines  made, 

Crooked  Lane,  E.G.,  and  Bury  St.,  St.  James' 
niugtraUd  List  Pott  Free. 


WE  ARE  BIAKERS 

OF  THB 

CELEBRATED 
SINGLE-WIRE  TRACES 

FOB 

PIKE.  SALMON.  MAHSEER  &  TARPON. 

fi  yds.  (4  swlvelB)  on  wood  real,  1/-  each 
WlM  li.  pet  yd.,  or  4/-  per  reel  of  160  yds 


FUhini  Rod  d  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
.  44),  FEHER  LANE.  LONDON.  E.G. 


ESTABUSHED   OVER  YEARS. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers^ 
371,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  &  108  &  110,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

telephone:  1129  Central.  and       Tklkgeaphio  Addrsss:  "Fkhsw,  Loii»«is.' 


raiiiu,  11,  SOUTH  MOLTON  ST.,  W., 


ANGLER'S 
TACKLE 
CASE, 


near  Bond  Street 
Tcibe  Station. 


Pres«nt. 


Best  Solid  Leather,  with  division  for  Hooks,  Casts,  Fitted  limss,  &c.,  &o 
Price  8/6.    Wor*h  Double. 
ILLUSTRATED     LIST  FREE. 


BUNISTED'S  !^  SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


24,  Knightsbridge, 
HYDE    PARK  CORNER. 

I£. ,  WaiUM  :   CliAFBAM  JONOTION, 


Telephone,  4849  aeiT»ri 


THE  "ON-SIGHT" 
EYED  FLY  &  CAST  BOX, 


Sent  on 
Aitftroval. 


WRITB  TO 

GEORGE  WOOD  &  CO., 

M7,  Pinstone  Street, 

SHEFFIELD, 

»«R  THE 

SHEFFIELD  ROACH  RODS 
AND  TACKLE, 

tiJtra  A»  wosr  THE  ,  . 

ALL-ENGLAND 


CHAMPIONSHIP 

On  the  THAMES. 

Three-Joint  Cane  Rod,  Snake  Rings  -  5/6 
Two-Joint        ,,        ,,        ,,  -  6/6 

Three-Joint  Cane  Rod,  Bell's  Life  Rings  6/6 
Two-Joint       ,,       ,,       ..        ,,       ..  lR/6 

"THE  FEATHERLIGHT.-  i°' 
1  Yard,  Chit  Bottoms,  Crystai  Hooks  1/3 doz 

I   ,.  ..     2/3  .. 

(  ,  Model  Perfect  Hooks  2/6  ,, 

•tawed  Brown,  B  ae,  or  Green. 

Tke  Celebrated  "Liacoln"  Lines,  Plaited 

Silk— 5<I.»  6d^,  &  7d.,per  score  yards. 


WHY  NOT 

GIVE 

YOUR  ANGLING 
FRIENDS 


L 


12/6. 


CANNOT    BE     PURCHASED  ELSEWHERE. 

•^.No  Fly  Fisherman  should  be  without  o«e  of  these  boxes. 
Badi  Gompartment  (ten  in  all)  has  a  celluloid  window,  so  that  the  flies  m»f  >>«  «*  * 

glai»oe.  Br  pressing  a  apnas  the  lid  opens.  Nothiag  to  get  out  of  order.  It  U  light  ami  gof* 
easily  into  the  pocket. 


FOR 


XMAS9 

WRITE     FOR  SPECIAL 
XMAS  CATALOGUE. 

J.  BERNARD  &  SON, 

45,  JERMYN  STREET, 
ST.  JAMES',  S.W. 


TUB    Jftaa^lNO    QAZXTTB,    ItJC<KMJlBH  ti'i,  VJ06 


G.  Little  &  Go. 

First'Class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

SEA  TACKLE  A  SPECIALITY. 

RODS,  REELS,  LIMES  AND  BAITS  FOR  SEA  HSHIMG. 

STRAIGHT  PULL  PATERNOSTERS, 

Mounted  on  Twisted  Gut,  three  booms,  1/6  eaoh. 

LITTLE'S  ANTI-KINKER  SEA  LEADS, 

AU  sizes  from  J  oz.  to  2  Ihs.,  6d.,  9d.,  1/-,  1/6,  and  2/-  eaoh. 
BEAL   FISH  SKIN 

SPINNING  SAND  EELS, 


E8TABLI8HED 
1867. 


6d.  and  Sd.  eaoh. 


LIVE  BAIT  ALWAYS 
IN  STOCK. 

THAMES  DACE,  1/6  per  doz. 

63,  HAYMARKEtTlONDON,  S.W. 


HOTEL 
VICTORIA 


Nortbumberlaad  Avenue, 
Trafalgar  Square,  ... 

LONDON, 

First-class.  Bennwiied  for  comfort. 
Ciixurioua  mitea  of  rooms,  with  private 
baths.    luclusive  terms  from  14./6  per  day 

GORDON  HOTELS  Ltd. 

Telegramsi:  "  Victoriola,  London  " 


REUBEN  HEATON, 

Maker  of  Salmon,  Trout,  Nottingham,  and  Sea  Reels  of  every 
description.    Also  Sportsman's  Balances  (only). 

WHOLESALE  ONLY.      NO  RETAIL. 

Unlnrtat  Works,  Aatou,  BIRMIHaHMm. 

JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  TBE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  ob  Fishery  Matten  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

BBST  BOOK  ON  BISB  OULTUBB  eyor  published:  "An  An8lbk'8  PABABIsa  arb 
HOW  TO  OBTAIH  IT,"  12/10  post  free.   "HAirDT  Gumi  to  Fibh  CTn/ri7M,"  1/2  post  free 
1,000  Kyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tanli,  carriage  paid,  11/6  ;  or,  600  and  Tank,  7/8 


KEATING^ 


TINS 


i/li 


lOZENGES 


CURE  THE  WORST  COUGH 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY, 

EXEBRIDGE,  via  TIVERTON,  DEVON, 

Enormous  stock  of  Brown  Trout  Yearlings  and  Two-year-olds;  also  Looh 
Leyens  and  Rainbows,  all  sizes,  at  low  prices.  Now  ready,  for  autumn  or  later 
delivery.  Special  inclusive  terms  quoted  for  long  journeys,  carriage  paid,  in  large 
or  small  quantities.    For  Price  List  (Booklet),  apply  to  T  P  Tracy 


THE  WELHAM   PARK  FISH 
HATCHERY,  Ltd., 

MALTON,  YORKSHIRE, 

Brown  Trout,  Loch   Leven,  and  Rainbow, 
Roach  and  Perch. 

Atmly,  DONALD  WALKER,  Mmnmging  OlfBOto^, 


ROLT'S  SPECIAL  PIKE  PATERNOSTER  TACKLE. 

(Soie  Maker,  IV.  J,  CUMMINS.) 

Paternoster  and  two  Special  Floats    =       =       =       =       =       =       =       =23  3d 

Tackle,  complete  with  Paternoster,  Floats,  Hooks,  Plummet,  and  Swivel  =     4s."  Od. 
THIS  IS  UNDOUBTEDLY  THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  PIKE  TACKLE  THAT  CAN  BE  USED-SIMPLE  YET  PERFECT. 


"  I  took  one  jack,  7  lbs.,  with  the  'Rolf  tackle  yesterday;  could  not  get  one 
with  the  ordinary  live  bait  snap.  Yours  acted  well  in  a  sharp  stream,  and 
remained  stationary  even  in  the  centre  of  the  river." — D.  L. 

"  Your  '  Rolt '  Paternoster  is  a  great  success." — E.  W. 

"  I  tried  the  tackle  to-day,  and  found  it  act  admirably." — P.  H. 


"  The  '  Rolf  tackle  has  proved  in  every  way  a  most  useful  and  killin"  tackle 
I  am  more  than  satisfied  with  it." — A.  J.  B.  ° 

"  The  first  time  I  tried  it  I  caught  two  pike.  1  was  using  two  rods,  one  with 
'  Gorge  '  tackle  ;  I  did  not  have  a  run  with  it,  but  caught  both  on  the  '  Rolt '  taokle. 
My  son,  the  first  time  he  used  it,  caught  oue  11  lb.  4  oz."  P.  B. 


SPECIAL  LIST  ABOUT  THIS  TACKLE  FREE  TO  ANY  ADDRESS. 

Pike  Rods  and   Tackle  a  Speciality. 

North  of  England  Rod  Works, 

BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS, 
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FOSTER'S  PIKEJISHI^ 

THE  "  DOVEDALE  "  STEEL  RIBBED  PIKE  ROD  is  made  in  either  two  or  three  parts.  It  is  of  whole  cane 
with  greenlieai-t  top.  It  has  every  modern  improvement  of  importance,  including  universal  lock  joints,  double-handed  cork  handle, 
rustless  steel  snake  rings,  &c.    Price,  with  one  top,  17/6,  extra  full  length  top,  3/6.    Other  pike  rods,  at  12/6,  10/6,  &c.,  &c 

The  above  can  also  be  had,  made  specially  for  fly-flshing  or  built  for  any  other  method  of  angling,  at  same  prices.    Used  by  all  the  leadmg  authorities, 
including  Messrs.  Senior,  Cholmoudeley-Pennell,  R.  B.  Marston,  Alfred  Jardine,  Dr.  Houghton,  G.  M.  Kelson,  &o.,  &c. 

THE  "ACME"  METAL  CENTRED  PIKE  LINE.  Price  from  lid.  per  yard.  The  strongest  and  best  line  made. 
Other  pike  lines,  waterproofed  and  unwaterproofed,  at  2/-  and  1/6  per  score  yards.  _  j  a  ■ 

The  "Acme"  line  has  been  in  use  for  25  years  past,  and  has  been  recommended  by  acknowledged  authorities,  British,  Continental,  and  American. 

See  testimonials  in  our  lists. 

THE  "  FAVOURITE  "  Kl  LL  DEVIL  DEVON.  The  Devon  is  the  best  killer  of  all  spinning  baits,  and  the  best  Devon 
is  the  "Favourite"  Kill  Devil  Devon.  See  astonishing  results  reported  in  testimonials  in  our  catalogue.  Prices,  1  in.,  2/-,  l^f  in.  2/9| 
2  in,,  3/3,  2i-  in.,  3/6,  3  in.,  4/-.    Foster's  Original  Kill  Devil,  11  in.,  lOd.,  U  in.,  1/-,      in.,  1/4,  2^  in.,  1/6,  3  in.,  2,/-n 

FOSTER'S  ORIGINAL  STEEL  TRACES,  single  or  twisted  :  3  yard,  1  swivel,  6d.,  1  yard  2  swivels,  lOd. 

Catalogues  containing  Hundreds  of  Illustrations  and  272  Pages  post  free  to  Anglers  everywhere, 

PUBLISHERS   OF    "THE   ANGLER'S    EXCHANGE."     Also  sent  post  free. 

FOSTER   BROS.,  Midland   Works,  Ashbourne,  England. 

London  Agents  :  HARRODS'  STORES,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. 


ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


**  Out  of  sight  and  scmnd  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  cm  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  PoM  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Lake,  2  miles  In  clrcumfeieuce,  and  li  rnUeg 
Biver.  All  Preserved.    Fine  Fish  In  both. 

Large  Pike  and  Perch  very  numerous  and  now 
well  on  feed. 

Best  of  everything  supplied.  Good  and  exten- 
sive range  of  ^tabling,  Motor  and  Coach-houses. 
All  trains  met  by  appointment.    Winter  Service 
of  Motor  'Bus  to  aud  from  Farnham  and  Hasle- 
mere  pass  bottom  of  road  about  i  mile  from 
Hotel  twice  each  way  week-days. 

Naar  Two  OoLf  Linki.   Motor  passes  one. 

Apartments  probably  available  until  December 
20th,  but  all  rooms  booked  from  that  date  for 
following  week. 

Winter  Terms,  9/-  pep  day. 
Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frensham  Pond,  Churt. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 

Splendid   Winter   Quarters  ;   Shooting  and 
Fishing ;  Very  Moderate  Tariff. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Oomroerclal  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.     Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  58.  per  day.    Billiards ; 
Posting ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of   C.T.C.,  (fee— Address,  F.  J.  WEaTCOTT, 
Proprietor. 

Post  and  Telegraph : 

ROYAL  HOTEL,  VALENCIA, 

Co.  KERRY. 

Visitors  staying  at  this  Hotel  can  have 
the  hest  Sea  Fishing  in  Ireland,  in  the 
Harbour  and  open  Sea.  Hot  and  cold  Sea 
Water  Baths.   Bathing  and  Boating  in 
front  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  and  experienced 
Boatmen  attached  to  the  Hotel.  Railway 
Station,  Valencia  Habboub.  Terms 
Moderate. 

THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY 

ESTABLISHED  IBSB. 

Brown,   Loch    Leven    and    Rainbow  Trout,  Perch,  &c..  Natural  and 
Artificial  Special  Trout  Foods. 
F'or  Price  Z,ist  (pamphlet) ,  with  hints  on  stocking,  apply 

WALTER  BAILY,The  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  Worcestershire. 

Lovflt  Oorrlb,  Oo,  Oalway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Ougrhterard. 

Within  ten  mlnatei'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
tame  to  Lough  Coirib,  which  consists  of  48,620 
seres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
fisheries  Ajsoclation.    7,000  acres  of  Grouse 
Shooting.    The  Hotel  has  been  enlarged  latterly 
by  10  bedrooms,  i  sitting  rooms,  bathroom  (hot 
and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.    Boats  always  In 
readiness.  Hotel  tarUC  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

THE  FARIO  FISHERY, 

HARRIETSHAM,  KENT. 

Cannot  be  beaten  for  the  best  British  BROWN  TROUT  and 
thoroughly  acclimatized  RAINBOWS.    Two-year-olds  a  speciality, 
reared  in  pure  spring  water  direct  from  the  chalk.    Yearlings  from 
£8  per  thousand  ;  Two-year-olds  from  £30.    All  varieties  of  Natural 
Food  and  Water  Plants. 

Apply— E.  B.  GRIERSOM,  Manager. 

DURNESS,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

GAPE  WRATH  HOTEL 

Undbr  New  Manaobment. 

In  the  heart  of  the  famous  fishing  districts, 
The  Cape.     Durness  Erriboll. 

Splendid  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  Loch  Seau,  Durness, 
Kyle.   Sea-pools,  Kiver  Dionard.   Also  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Tidal   Trout.     Numerous  Lochs 
excellent  for  Trout  Fishing,  and  Angling  on 
Crosspool  Loch    (of  the    land-locked  lovely 
Silvery  Trout).    Sea  Bathing,  Sea  Fishing,  and 
Boating  Excursions,  and  the  wonderful  freak  of 
nature,  The  Smoo  Caf6.    Eoute :  by  rail  to 
Lairg,  thence  motor. 

T.  K.  MOTtRTSOW  T,eg«eB. 

NORTH-WESTERN 
HOTEL, 

CARLINGFORD  LOUGH. 

A  UNIQUE  WINTER  RESORT, 

Convenient  centre  for  Tours  in  the 
Mourne  Mountain  District,  and  round 

Carlingford  Lough,  &c. 
The  lururious  L.  &  N.  W.  Boats  from 
Holyhead  land  passengers  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  Hotel  entrance  (covered  way). 
Excellent  18-hole  GOLF  Course,  &c., 
FREE  to  visitors  at  the  Hotel. 

DRIVING,  SHOOTING,  FISHING. 

Steamer  on  CarUngford  Lough. 
Sea- Water  Baths.  Bungalows. 
Electric  Light. 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Makagebbss, 
L.  &  N".  W.  Hotel,  Greenore ;  or  to  Mr. 
R.  TtJBNBULL,  Superintendent  of  the 
Line,  Euston  Station,  N.W. 

FREDERICK  HARMSOX, 
EusiOR,  1906.                    General  Manager. 

DEE,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

SALMON  FISHING 

TO  LET. 

Season  1907,  by  the  month,  three  Rods 
on  four  mile  stretch,  including  the  well- 
known  Kinneskie   Beat    and  Orathes 
Lower  Home  Water.    For  particulars 
apply  to  the  Manager,  Tor-na-coille 
Hotel,  Banchory. 

THE  GHFRK  FISHERY,  N.  WALES 

Ova.    Fry.    Yearlings.    Two- Year-Olds. 
Brown,  Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout. 

strong,  healthy  fish  reared  in  the  pure  water  of  the  Rivet  Ceiriog. 
Entirely  independent  spring  water  supplies  to  Hatcheries. 

ADVICE  ON  STOCKING.  //lfi.?I^S^^fi 

For  Price  List  and  other  useful  information  apply. 

The  SECRETARY,  Chirk  Fishery,  Chirk. 

Angrlers  wishinsr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

Fox  Tiihinc  th«  Dor*  axd  Ixaak  WaUea  Oeutcj 

SHOULD  ASVBBTISX  IN 

The  ishtMarne  Rews  &  Dove  TaDay  Recori 

Wanttd"  advU.,  18  uardt,  id.;  10  wmtt,  11.,  prtflAi- 

Addresi :  N»wi  Offlsa.  Aihboarn, 

B 1 B  U  R  Y  F 1 S  H  E  R  Y|  auauGEsrERSHiRE. 

FOR  SALEa 

50,000  Yearlings  and  2-year-olds  of  Brown, 
Loch  Leven,  and  Rainbow  Trout. 

Mainly  Natubalci?  F^p,               A>  SEVEBN. 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

(Close  to  HOLBOBN,  LONDON,  W.C.) 


SPLIT  CANE  TROUT  RODS.   2  Tops,  Lock  Joints,  Cork  Grasp,  Bridge  Rings  

WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Double  Cork  Grasp,  Best  Universal 

Winch  Fittings,  Bridge  Rings,  Revolving  Loops,  Rubber  Button  

WHOLE  CANE  OR  GREENHEART  SEA  RODS.    Cork  Grasp,  2  Tops,  2  Pulley  Loops, 

and  Butt  Pulley,  Double  Brazed,  Best  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Rubber  Button, 

Division  Bag   

EBONITE  CENTRE  PIN.  Optional  Check,  Pike  Reels,  4  ins.  15/0.  Wood  ditto. 
SEA  REELS.    With  Gun  Metal  Spindle   5  in. 

Ditto,  Optional  Checks  6/6   Ditto,  Lined  Brass  Backs,  5  in.  7/0  and 

JAPANNED  EYED  FLY  BOXES    3/6,  6/6, 

WATERPROOF  HAVERSACKS    3/6,  5/6,  6/0,  8/6, 

SALMON  FLY  BROOCHES   

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


42/0 
22/0 

20/0 
7/0 
3/6 
9/6 
8/6 

10/6 
4/6 


IT  IS  ONLY  ONCE  A  YEAR 

that  you  have  an  opportunity  of  buying  at  a  discount  of  20  per 
cent,  off  IVIanufacturers'  prices. 

Atter  a  busy  Season,  and  before  Stoclc-taking,  I  wish  to  reduce  Stock 

During  DECEMBER  only. 

so  be  in  time  to  secure  the  Bargains. 

No  goods  will  be  replaced  this  year  after  stocks  are  cleared. 


CALL,  OR  ORDER  FROM  CATALOGUE,  LESS  20  PER  CENT. 


ROBERT  TURNBULL, 


Fishing  RotI  and  Taokle 
Man  ufactuper, 

10  and  12,  HANOVER  STREET,  EDINBURGH. 

CATALOGUES  FREE. 


TRODT  FOR  STOCKING, 


RROWN      TROIJ  T  Yearlings,  two-year-olds, 

t^rVVyVYIN       inV^VJI        and  three-year-olds. 

We  make  a  speciality  of  brown  trout  of  the  true  chalk- 
stream  type,  and  have  a  very  large  stock  of  all  sizes. 
Special  quotations  for  large  quantities. 

RAINBOW  TROUT— 

An  ample  stock  of  yearlings  and  two-year-olds. 

S.    FONTINALI S  ^  ^ted  stock  of  yearlings. 

All  trout  are  produced  from  ova  obtained  from  our  own 
very  carefully  selected  breeders. 


Write  for  CARRIAGE  PAID  Prices. 

Distance  no]  Object. 
SAFE    DELIVERY  GUARANTEED. 


NATURAL  FOODS. 
AQUATIC  PLANTS. 


HATCHERY  CONSTRUCTION. 
INSPECTIONS. 


Send  for  latest  prices  and  particulars  to— 

THE  CHESS  TROUT  FARM,  CHORLEYWOOD,  HERTS. 


XMAS  PRESENTS. 

SALMON  RODS. 

As  used  by  Mr.  J.  Enright  in  Winning 
Championship  at  IMew  York,  U.S.A. 

TROUT  RODS  (SlnglB-handett). 

Similar  to  that  used  by  him  in  making  the 
British  Record  Cast  of  34  yds.  2  ft., 
at  the  Crystal  Palace,  London. 


Catalogues  from  the  Sole  Makers  of  these  Eods 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

Castleconnell,  nr.  Limerick,  Ireland. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(late  AOUNGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  g^enuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY. 

BROWN    TROUT    ln"airSizes^  H^RB^OB^SMIMB. 

Two-year-olds  reared  in  a  screened  Natural  Stream. 
Rainbow  Trout  in  all  sizes  ;  also  Loch  Levens.      Waters  inspected  and  improvea. 

Screens,  Apparatus,  Natural  Foods,  Plants,  &o.,  supplied. 
THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Pembrldge,  Herefordshire 


THE  WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  Ltd. 

PETER  ORMROD,  Managing  Director. 

F-QR  SALE.  ~ 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 
BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAINBOW,  STEEL- 
HEAD,  FONTINALIS.  Also  a  large  quantity  of  Perch. 

Prlom  LImt  Ffn  on  apiBllomtlon  to— 

THE  8EOK£TARY,  800RT0M.  OARSTAMa,  LAMOASHIRE. 


GRANT'S  "ORE"-" 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Is  the  most  Delicious  Liqueur  in  the  World. 

It  is  in  great  request  for  the  flask  by  Hunting  Men  and  Anglers.  Most 
comforting  in  damp  and  chilly  weather. 

^ice  with  Lemonade  or  Soda  Water.   Sold  by  Wine  Mercliants  and  at  Restaurants. 


hOEREs  writing  copier 

y      Perfection  at  last! 

Copying-  at  an  end ! 

Ordinary  Pen  I 
Ordinary  Ink  I 
Not  Messy ! 
No  Trouble ! 

^  PERFECT  COPY  as  you  write,  yet  your  letter  shows  no  sign  of 
having  been  copied. 

A  Writing  Tablet,  holding  Its  own  supply  of  writing  materials.     Everything  at  hand. 

Full  particulars,  with  Specimen  of  Writing  and  Copy,  on  application. 

Call  and  examine  this  Copier,  and  also  the  Ceres  Vertical  System  of  Letter  Filing 
in  Boxes,  Drawers,  Cabinets,  Writing  Tables,  &c.,  which  is  fast  displacing  all  flat 
plans  ;  or  send  for  Illustrated  Pamphlet,  with  splendid  Testimonials,  quoting  this  paper. 

The  Records  of  the  whole  of  the  Medical  Profession  registered  by  the  General  Medical 
Council  since  1858,  some  75,000,  are  now  being  arranged  on  this  system,  and  when  completed 
will  form  the  most  perfect  register  of  its  kind  in  London. 

Officials  contemplating  alterations  in  keeping  their  records  should  examine  this  system 
before  coming  to  a  decision. 

THE  CERES  DEPOT,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C. 

(Opposite  the  Society  of  Arts,  and  close  to  Charing  Cross.) 
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THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 

Estd.  1839.        (J.  c.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.)         B»td.  i83». 

/         ///  /  WADING 

TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 
STOCKINGS 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 

19,  PICCADILLY  { x:.::^.). 

Branch :  85,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  fConiep  of  Jermyn  St.),  S.W. 


Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 
NTEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Maker  of  all  kinds  of  Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  «c.,  foi* 
all  kinds  of  fishing, 

SLATER'S  REELS  KNOWN  ALL  OVER  THE  WORLD. 

Agencies  in  France,  Belgium,  India,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Tasmania. 

SEND  FOB  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE,  rOST  FREE, 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST  GLASS  SPORTIHG  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Chreat  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  andL  Px>lze  XSedals  Awa.x?dedU 

Telegrams— "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."        Telephone— No.  81. 
Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


HYDE  END  AND  KENNET  VALLEY  FISHERIES. 

1906=7  Price  List  of  Trout,  Water  Plants,   Fish  Food,  &c. 

Apply  MANAGER,  Kennet  Valley  Fisheries,  Hungerford. 


X^CSSOINTS   OIYEN  IN 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLY  CASTING 


BY 


Mr.  FRED  G.  SHAW,  hC.S., 

Author  of  "The  Science  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing,"  3/6  net. 
Amateur  Championship  Trout  Fly  Casting  (International  Tournament,  1904). 


Every  Style  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Fly  Casting. 

Clients  can  be  coached  on 
their  own  waters. 

Throwing   Against  the 

Wind. 

Underhand  Casting. 

The  Spey  Cast, 

The  Galway  Cast. 

Accuracy  and  Delicacy  taught  in 

Wet  or  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Both  Up  and  Down  Stream. 

Steeple  Casting. 

Special  attention  given  to  the 
Art  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing. 

Every  convenience  can  be  obtained  at 
Mr.  Shaw's  Water,  30  minutes  from 
the  Marble  Arch. 

For  Terms  apply  to  Mr.  Shaw,  Neville  Court,  Abbey  Road,  N.W. 


iLctua.1   Size— Best  JBnglislx  IMEaike. 

PINCERS 

_^S_KOJ.CUTTER 
SMALL  wire:  CUTTER 

LARGE  WmE  CUTTER 

Sent  POST  FREE  to  any 
Address  in  the  United 
Kingdom    for  21/© 
in    Stamps   or  Postal 
Order,  by 

WILSON  &  SMITH, 

Ironmongers  to 

His  Majesty, 

7       KING  WILLIAM 
STREET,  W.C. 

Postage  to  United  States 
and  Canada,  7d.  extra. 
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HARDY'S  FISHING  RODS 


AS 


BY  ROYAL  WARRANT 
MANUFACTURERS  TO 

THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES 


AND  TO  HIS  MAJESTY 

THE  KING  OF  ITALY. 


IS  YOUR  FRIEND  A 

SALMON  ANGLER? 


IS  HE  A  "DRY-FLY"  MAN  ? 


A  17  ft.  9  in.  "  Champion  "  Cane-built  Steel 

centre  Eod       ...        ...        ...        ...     £12  5 

A  17  ft.  "  Special  "  ditto   £11  0 

A  16  ft.  "  Hi-Regan"  ditto    £10  0 

A  "Perfect"  Reel,  4|  in.,  £2  10  0  ;  4^  in.,  £2  5  0; 

4  in.,  £2  0  0  ;  and  suitable  Line. 
A  Selection  of  Hardy's  Special  Salmon  Flies,  on  patent 

"  Oval "  wire  hooks ;   a  polished  rosewood  pocket 

Fly-Box  at  11/6  ;  a  neat  Gatl',  or  a  few  Salmon 

Gut  Casts. 


Mr.  Halford's  New  Model  Cane-built  Rod  . . . 
The  "Houghton"  Cane-built  Rods,  10  ft., 

10  ft.  3  in.,  10  ft.  6  in.,  11  ft  

The  "  Perfect  Test,"  10  ft.  G  in.  and  11  ft. 

The  "Booth,"  10ft  

The  "Pope,"  10ft.   


£6  15  0 


£5  5 
£5  0 
£5  0 
£3  13 


DOES  HE  SPIN  FOR 

SALMON  OR  PIKE? 

Nothing  can  be  better  than  a  "  Murdoch  "  Rod,  11  ft.  6  in. 
Cane -built.    Steel  -  centre,   £6    0    0,  and  a  4  in. 
"  Silex"  Casting  Reel  at  £2,  5   0,  with  an  Alnwick  ^ 
Spinning  Line,  100  yards,  £l  0  0. 


FOR  TROUT  FISHING. 

The  Newest  and  Lightest  Rods  are  The  "  Fairy,"  Cane- 
built  ;  length,  8  ft.  6  in.  to  10  ft.  ;  weight,  4^  oz.  to 
6^  oz.,  £5  0  0;  and  The  "Gem"  Featherweight, 
£4  10  0.  These  beautiful  little  Rods  are  all 
guaranteed  real  hard-working  tools. 


FOR   SEA  FISHING. 

SEA  RODS.— The  "  Farne  "  at  30/-,  The  "Hussey" 
at  20/-,  The  "St.  Leonard"  at  15/-,  The  "  Scar- 
BORo'"  at  25/-,  The  "Berespord"  at  45/-,  The 
"Coquet';  at  55/-,  The  "EddystOxVe"  at  63/-. 
These  are  all  splendid  tools  and  fitted  in  a  most 
up-to-date  manner  according  to  price. 

Patent  "  Ebona  "  Sea  Reels  (not  affected  by  sea  water), 
The  "Farne"  at  50/-,  The  "Ocean"  at  25/-,  The 
"  Longstone"  at  21/-,  The  "Megstone"  at  16/6. 


FOR  YOUTHS. 

The  "  Guinea"  Fly  Rod  with  2  tops,  10 ft.  to  11  ft.,  fitted 
with  a  2 1  in.  Gun-metal  Reel,  30  yards  of  No.  20 
waterproof  line,  complete,  £1  18  0. 


■as-  CATALOGUE— Largest  and  Finest  in  the  World. 

FLIES  IN  COLOUR,  FREE  AND  POST  PAID. 


HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 

MANCHESTER  BRANCH:  12  to  14,  Moult  Street.         EDINBURGH  BRANCH:  5,  South  St.  David  Street. 

f 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  m 

10,  Charles  St.,  St.  James'  Square,  London,  S.W., 


THE  "NORFOLK"   PIKE  SPINNING  OR  TROLLING  ROD. 


The  butt  and  joint  are  made  of  selected  East  India  cane,  the  tops  are  greenheart  and  of  diSerent  lengths,  as  illustrated.  Cork  handle,  snake  rings,  pronged 
guard  butt  ring  with  phosphor  bronze  inner  revolving  ring,  .revolving  top  rings,  straight  metal  suction  joints,  and  universal  winch  fittings.  Made  in  the 
following  lengths : — 

10  ft.  6  in,,  11  ft.,  11  ft.  6  in.,  and  12  ft.,  with  division  bag  and  rubber  button.    £1  12s.  6d.        A  really  good  serviceable  Rod,  and  one  we  can  strongly  recommend. 


PIKE  RODS,  TACEE,  ajid  all  SUNDRIES  in  connection  with  PIKE  FISHING,  h.  cisra,,  e„. 


THE  PENNELL  "FLANGE"  SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

Eeg.  No.  260,952. 


PENNELL   "CENTRAL-LINK"   PIKE   SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

With  Belly  Lead,  "  Swivel-Compeller  "  and  Trace-Baiting  Needle, 


THE  B.S.A.  COMBINATION  SEA  AND  PIKE  ROD. 


Made  of  selected  greenheart, 
phosphor  bronze  upright  guard  rings, 
sheave  roller  butt  ring,  and  the  No. 
6  top  that  fits  in  the  butt  has  a 
roller  head  ring  for  sea  work ;  the 
other  tops  have  phosphor  bronze 
revolving  head  rings,  double  brazed 
fittings,  and  brazed  stoppers.  With 
Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  pieces  it  makes  a 
useful  pike  rod  11  ft.  long,  and  good 
for  pier  work  with  light  leads.  With 


—  * 


Nos.  1,  2,  and  4  pieces  a  medium 
stiS  rod  for  ordinary  weights  and 
general  sea  work,  9  ft.  9  in.  long. 
With  Nos.  1  and  5  pieces  a  really 
good  sea  rod  for  boat  work,  7  ft.  6  in. 
long. 

Fitted  with  rubber  button  and 
division  bag. 

No.  6  shows  the  kind  of  ring  usad 
on  these  rods. 


Leonard's  Celebrated  American  Split  Bamboo  Fishing  Rods. 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9  ft  to  W\  ft,  4  oz.  to  7i  oz.  each.  Salmon  Rods,  14  ft,  15  ft,  &  16  ft,  about  21  oz.  to  23  oz.  each,  in  stock. 

All  Books  on  Angling  kept  for  Sale. 
PRICE  LIST,  250  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SUITABLE  GIFTS  AND  PRESENTS,  GRATIS  AND  POST  FREE. 


C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Ltd. 


Established  over  60  Years. 


FISHING   TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

Strand  Telephone :  No.  2620  Gerrard.  Charles  St.  Telephone :  No.  2380  Gerrard.  Telegrams :  "  Greenheart,  London." 
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LDPILEIiDOWELL 

English,  Scotch,  d  Norwegian  Angling  Agents. 

ENCLISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  IRISH 

SHOOTINGS, 
GROUSE  MOORS  &  DEER  FORESTS. 

Norwegian  Elk,  Reindeer,  and  Ryper 

Sliootings. 
Austrian  and  Hungarian  Shootings^ 


ENGLISH  &  SCOTCH  ESTATES  FOR  SALE, 


Only  Address : — 

"LUMLEY  HOUSE," 
34,  St.  James's  St.,  London,  S.W. 

(One  door  from  Jermyn  Street). 


NORWAY. 

A  NEW  KEGIME  ON  THE  GULA  EIVEE 
NEAR  TRONDHJEM. 
"Withdrawal  of  Eighteen  Miles  of  Nets. 

Messrs.  LuMLBT  &  DOWELL,  of  Liimley  House, 
No.  34,  St.  James's  Street,  London,  S.W.,  havin;^ 
now  obtained  control  of  the  whole  of  the  finest 
ANGLING  BEATS  of  the  GULA  RIVER,  ex 
tending  from  Gultos  up  to  Eamlo,  have  succeeded 
in  arranging  for  the  withdrawal  of  all  nets  from 
Gulfos  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  over  eighteen 
English  miles,  thereby  allowing  free  access  to 
over  5,000  additional  salmon  and  grilse  per 
annum  which  had  been  previously  netted.  This 
great  undertaking  has  only  been  accomplished 
at  a  cost  of  about  double  the  price  paid  to  the 
riparian  owners  for  the  angling  sections,  which 
are  of  three  times  the  extent.  The  Chief  Inspector 
of  Fisheries  and  Rivers  for  Norway  (Herr  A. 
Landmark)  has  expressed  warm  approval  of  the 
scheme,  and  agrees  with  Messrs.  Lumley  &  Dowell 
that  the  Gula  will  become  the  best -stocked 
sporting  river  in  Western  Norway,  and,  costly 
as  this  undertaking  may  apjjear,  the  resulting 
sport  will  be  unequalleil  on  any  river  within  a 
similar  distance  of  Great  Britain.— Pamphlets 
containing  details  of  the  scheme,  particulars  of 
the  beats,  rents,  and  accommodation  available 
may  be  had  from  Messrs.  LuMi.EY  &  DOWELI. 
Lumley  House,  34,  St.  James's  Street,  London 
S.W. 

NORWEGIAN  ANGLINGS 

FOR  1907. 

Messrs.  J.  A.  Lumley  &  Dowell  are  now  in  a 
position  to  offer  excellent  Beats  on  the 
MANOAL,  GULA,  ORKLA,  STJORDAL, 
RAUMA,  NAMSEN,  AARGAARD,  AARO, 
NIDELV,  FRAFJORD,  and  other  Norwegian 
Rivers  yielding  good  salmon,  grilse,  or  sea- 
trout  fishing.  Full  particulars  will  be  sent 
to  applicants  on  their  stating  the  month  or 
months  they  are  desirous  of  acquiring  Beats, 
with  an  indication  of  the  rent  they  are  pre- 
pared to  pay. 

SCOTCH  ANGLINGS. 

AWE. — Excellent  fishing  on  this  im- 
proving river  available  for  March,  April, 
May,  and  June,  1907.   Rent  £210  for  Fishing 
alone,  or  £315  with  excellent  house. 

^EE.— Well  -  known  section  available 
from  the  1st  May  to  end  of  July,  1907. 

Excellent  house  available.    Rent,  £120. 

T)EE. — Famed  Section,  with  Pine  Man- 
sion, from  27th  March  to  end  of  June. 

T)EE.— From  11th  February  to  30th 
March,  a  fine  section  with  House,  £125. 

nEVERON.— Several  fine  Spring  Trout- 
ing  Sections  available  for  various  periods  to 

suit  applicants. 

MAVER.— RODS  to  LET    for  early 

"    months  of  1907. 

CPEY. — One  of  the  best  sections  of  this 
improving  river  to   LET  for  the  spring 
months  of  1907. 

TWEED.— SEVERAL  PINE  BEATS 

to  LET  for  spring  months  of  1907,  yielding 
first-rate  Trouting  with  a  few  Salmon. 

TWEED.— Another  Excellent  Salmon 
Fishing  on  the  TWEED,  seldom  in  the  mar- 
ket, TO  LET  for  1907.   Best  part  of  the  river. 
Rent  £275. 

TWEED  SECTION  ;  for  next  season  ; 

good  for  60-80  fish  ;  Hotel. 

TAY.— Rods  on  the  Tay  TO  LET  for 

Spring,  1907. 
Also  numerous  Trout  Fishings  for  the  Spring, 
Summer  and  Autumn  months,  with  or  without 
Lodges  and  Shootings. 

IRISH  ANGLINGS. 

BEATS  on  the  BLACKWATBR,  LEE, 
BOYNE,  OWBNMORK,  EENB,  SLANBY, 
SHANNON,  &c.,  for  1907. 


ENGLISH  ANGLINGS. 

Fine  Sections  on  all  best  English  Biveri. 


LUMLEY  &  DOWELL,  Lumley  House, 
34,  St.  James's  Street,   London,  S.W. 


CANES. 

i,ooo  choice:  canss 

Selected,  3/6  each.  Second  Quality, 
2/6  each.   Thied  Quality,  1/6  each 

Brass  Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Rod 
Rings,  Timber  for  building  Rods. 

HENRY  WHITTY,  Cane  Importer, 

BASMETT  STREET.  LIVERPOOL. 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Besb  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLBSALB  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


10/2i,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
"HOMESPUN"  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades ;  pure  wool ;  stylish, 
durable ;  unexcelled  for  fishing,  shooting, 
and  golfing  suits  and  costumes ;  patterns 
free.  Thomas  Gofithobne,  Bantry, 
Ireland. 


GRAYLING    WOITMS.  -  Specially  pre 

pared,  ready  foi-  use.  Cockspur  Worms  for  all 

kinds  of  Fishing,  1/3  per  bo.\. 
MAGGOTS.—^"-i«&n  ai.d  freshly  bred.  Very 

l:irj,'e.    1/3  and  2/f)  per  box. 
PRESERVED  BAITS  Bright  and  tough 

preserved    Minnows,    Dace,    Sprats,  and 

Gudgeons,  1/6  per  bottle. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED. 

J.  E.  MILLER,  W,  New  Station  Street 
(Northern  Anglers'  Depot),  LEEDS. 


..3MEEIS  XKTJa.JL&l 

8PROV8TON,  KBLSO. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Bod  Bing  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.  List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  StafEs. 


THE 


BYSTANDER. 

Pvioe  6d. 

m  Illustrated  Weekip  Journal 

(Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of  The  Graphic). 


EVERY  TUESDAY. 


Office:  Tallis  St.,  Whitbfbiabb,  E.O. 


Artistic^Decorations. 

THE  FOUR  CELEBRATED 
SHOOTING  SUBJECTS 

After  GEORGE  MORLAND. 

In  Old  Style  Frames,  Black  and  Gold, 

with  Black  Mount. 
Price  2s.  3d.  each,  the  set  9s. ;  or 
2s.  6d.  each,  the  set  lOs.  (carriage  paid) 

in  United  Kingdom. 

Catalogues  free  on  application  to 

GRAPJHIC  OFFICE. 
Fine  Art  Department,  190,  Strand,  W.C. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Parlo,  S.  Levenensls,  S.  Pontlnalls 
and  Rainbows ;  also  fresh  water  MoUusca, 
Crustaceans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larvae,  &:o., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs,  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
HASLEMERE. 


BoM  MBilal  M»v»l  anH  Flmhmi^lam 
Exhibition. 


Hearder's  Specialities : 

366D  INDIA  RUBBER  SAND  EELS,  u  supplied 

by  them  to  Mr.  Gbkn.  3d.,  4d.,  6d.,  aud  6d, 
"  CHALLENGER  "  BAITS,  that  caught  16  cwt. 

26  lb.  of  pollock  in  three  days  on  three  rods. 

4d.,  6d.,  aud  6d.   Postage,  Id. 
PLANO  CONNEX  MINNOW,  grandest  lure  for 

pike,  perch,  bass,  &c.,  1/-  to  3/- 
WIRE    TRACES,  Tungsten  steel,  blue,  Id, 

each  ;  Ditto,  swivelled,  2d.  each. 
Swivel  detachable  boat-shaped  LEADS,  all  sizes. 
Twisted  Gut  PATERNOSTERS,  with  revolving 

booms,  hooks,  and  leads,  1/8. 


HEARDER  &  SONS, 

195,  Union  Street,  Plymouth. 


THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FISHINQ  LINES  ARE  WELL- 


KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


per  100  yards 


Roach  .. 
Barbel 
Pike  .. 

SALMON 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  fishing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
14  inch  gut.  Id.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards, 
2s.  id.  per  doz.  ;  8  yards,  3«.  6d.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  Lob 
worms  and  Bag,  88.  id.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINQHAM, 


Birkbeck  Bank 

ESTABLISHED  1851. 

Southampton  Bulldings,High  Holborn.W.C. 

2i  per  cent.  INTEBEST 

allowed  on  Deposit  Accounts  Repayable  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Drawing  Accounts  with  Cheque  Book. 
Stocks  and  Shares  bought  and  sold  for  Customers. 
Advances  made  and  all  General  Banking  Business 

PROSPECTUS,  with  full  particulars,  POST 
FREE  on  application. 
C.  F.  RAVBNSUROFT,  Secretary. 


WORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  Fob  Cash  only.  One 
gross,  properly  secured,  packed  in  moss 
in  good  bag,  carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d, ;  2 
gross  do.,  3s.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Haedy  Bbob. 
6,  South  St.  Davtd  Street.  Edinburgh. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR 
STOCKING. 

All  Sorts,  Lists  Free.   Book  Early. 
FORD,  CAISTOR. 


N  Has  focni) 

MANr  Friknd.s, 

but  its 

ENEMIES 

are  Legion. 

Tbe  former  include 

FISHERMEN,  TRAVELLERS,  TOURISTS 

Among  the  latter  are 
10SQUIT0E8,  GNATS,  MIDGES: 

They  give  it  a  wide  berth. 

FRANK  A.  ROGERS.a^AOx/oj-rfSt,  LONDON,  W. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  DO 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WiTSONLTALL&Co.,Uil. 

Land  Agents, 
118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  aud  Shootings  to  Let.  It  ll 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
CAZEHE. 

Tbe  Leading  Service  Journal 
of  tiie  British  Empire. 

By  Post,  6|(i. 


Price  6d. 


Offiobs:  22,  Ebshx  Stbbbt,  Stbahd, 
London,  W.O. 

BOOTH'S  '97  Light  Roach  Rod 

Three  joint,  balanced  handle,  cane,  lancewood 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings  ;  best 
bag ;  lightest  Rod  used.  lOi,  11,  and  12  feet, 
5/4,  5/10,  6/6.   Carriage  id. 

WALNUT  REEL,  3  in..  Brass  Star  bark.  Lac- 
quered Knob  Plates,  2/2  ;  3i  in.,  3/-.  Optional 
Check,  1/6  extra. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  GUT  (per  100),  20  in., 
3/9.    First  Quality. 

DRAWN  3X  GUT,  16  and  17  in.,  3/10  and  4/- 
per  100.    March  9th.   New  Gut  worth  6/-. 

WALNUT  SEA  REEL,Brass  Star  back  Spindle, 
Oval  Knob  Plates,  5  in.,  6/6;  6  in.,  7/6 
Optional  Check,  1/6  extra. 

BOOTH'S  LINE  GUARD  [Registered)  8d, 
and  6d. 

SEA  FISH  ATTRACTOR,  3/6. 

BOOTH,  Fishing  Rod  Makei;  Paragon  St.,  HULL. 


Just  PublishBtl, 


Few  Fish  fLies 


By 


FRED  REYNOLDS. 

1/3  Post  Free. 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT, 

19,  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 


IVI.  BARNES, 

Fishing  Tacl^le  Maimer  and  Gut  Importer, 

1,  ST.  SWITHIN'S  SQUARE,  LINCOLN. 

Sole  Maker  of  the  Celebrated  "LINDUM" 
Pure  Silk  8-Plait  Fishing  Lines,  which  are 
warranted  not  to  curl  or  kink. 
Roach     ...      Is.  6d.  1      Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2«.  Od.  (  White  or  Neutral 
Pike       ...      3s.  6(J.  I  Green 
Salmon   ...      is.  M.  )        on  Boards. 
Also  Maker  of  iFlax,  Linen,  "Albion"  and 
"  Castle  "  Lines.    Rods,  Reels,  Tackle,  (fee.  Best 
Trout  Flies,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Qold  Medals:  Pa/ris  and  Lincoln.  WholeiaU, 
Retail,  and  for  Export. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,  skilled   or   unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book: 

"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hsnhy  Ooxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


GENTLES. 

VERY  LARGE. 

Send  P.O.,  X/3,  fop  Sample  Tin. 

THE  TRADE  SUPPLIED, 


Apply  for  terms  to — 

J.  T.  PICKERSGILL, 

44.  MARKET  PLACE.  KEIQHLET.  TORK. 


laB   ftSailfO    OAXBTTK,   DBCE3IBER   22,  190« 


SAMUEL  THOMAS  &  SONS,  Lm 


Teleeraphlo  Address  i 
•THOMAS,  KEDDITCH." 


"  Telephone  i  ' 
f  No'  39  Hedditoh. 


lATt&oleaa.le  Only* 


E:atat>liabed  1830. 


lanafactnrers  of  FISHING  RODS,  R£ELS,  HOOKS,  FLIES  and  TAGEE  of  eYerj  Description. 
THE  "THOMAS"  IMPROVED  SPRING  SADDLE  SNAP  HOOK 

(REGISTERED), 

For  LIVE  BAIT  is  fixed  under  the  Dorsal  Fin,  and  thus  allows  Bait 
perfect  freedom  of  action,   and  is  the  surest  Tackle  ever  invented. 


Supplied  in  all  sizes :  Large  Pike  to  Small  Trout. 

The  "Thomas"  Improved  Spring  Saddle  Snap  Tackle  (Registered)  has  great  advantages  over  the 
original  pattern  in  that  it  is  easily  opened,  being  hinged  with  an  eyelet,  and  the  attaching  hook  is 
carried  across  and  fastened  instead  of  two  hooks  piercing  either  side  of  bait.  It  is  possible  to  bait 
more  quickly  with  this  than  any  other  Tackle,  and  with  no  vital  injury  to  the  bait,  which  retains 
perfect  freedom  of  movement.  To  detach,  press  down  the  extreme  end  of  the  baiting  hook  and 
open  wide.  Anglers  will  find  in  using  this  Tackle  great  economy  in  live  baits,  as  they  will  live 
six  times  as  long  as  if  used  on  the  old-fashioned  live  bait  tackle.  Supplied  on  Swivel  and  Gimp 
Trace  complete,  and  is  made  in  all  sizes  to  suit  large  and  small  baits. 


Jf  Buyers  have  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  our  Specialities,  npon  receipt  of  a  post-card 

we  will  forward  address  of  nearest  Agent. 


]3e£i>le]7a  sliould  send  fox*  oui?  Ng-w  Illus1ii7£i.tecl  Csttistlo^jjiG. 


To  be  Healthy 

do  as  the  healthy  do. 

The  healthy  are  always  well  only 
because  they  never  permit  themselves 
to  be  unweli. 

You  will  have  noticed  that  a  clock 
left  to  itself  is  rarely  right :  it  requires 
to  be  regulated  carefully.  If  it  is  two 
minutes  slow  now  it  will  l)e  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  behind  next  week,  and  it  is 
never  two  days  alike. 

We  ourselves  are  very  like  clocks. 
Only  in  rare  instanoes  can  we  be  left 
to  go  by  ourselves.  To  keep  Greenwich 
time — always  to  be  right  and  never  to 
be  wrong— we  want  to  be  regulated 
periodically.  The  healthy  attend  to 
themselves,  therein  showing  a  wise  caie 
which  all  can  emulate,  if  they  will.  It 
is  simple  enough. 

Take 

notice  of  the  least  sympton  of  dis- 
quietude, and  promptly  attend  to  your- 
self. That  disinclination  to  exertion 
which  you  have  to-day  is  the  first 
warning  :  the  stomach  wants  regulating. 
If  you  -are  wise  you  will  put  the  mis- 
chief right  while  it  is  easy  to  do  it.  A 
little  neglect  and  the  stomach  will  get 
hopelessly  slow^  and  will  get  slower 
and  slower  until  it  will  need  drastic 
measures  to  make  it  go  at  all.  It  will 
be  much  worse  than  an  irregular  clock  ; 
this  only  causes  you  to  lose  your  train, 
an  uncertain  stomach  will  make  you 
loee  your  work.  Keep  your  stomach 
up  to  time  and  the  whole  system 
"keeps  lime  "  too;  work  is  a  pleasure 
and  come.s  easy.  It  is  as  easy  to  be 
healthy  as  to  be  always  ailing;  do  as 
the  healthy  do.  Take 

BEEGHAM'S 
PILLS 

Sold  everywhere  in  boxes, 
price  1/H  (56  pills)  &  2/9  (168  pills). 


CLUE  YOUR  EYE  ON  THIS. 

The  New  Edition  of 
"HOW  TO  TIE  FUES  FOR  TROUT 

AND  GRAYLING  FISHING," 
ByH.  Q.  McClelland  (Fully  lUustrated), 
is  .  now  ready  and  oan  be  had  from  the 
Manaqbb,  Fishing  Qatette,  St.  Dunstan's 
HouBe,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Price  2s.  3d.  Post  Free. 


)       HEarCTY   CHRISTMAS   GREETINGS  ? 

TO  THOSE  GOING  HOME  FOR  XMAS 
AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAYS. 

ABC  PKOGRAMME,  containing  full  particulars  of  SPECIAL  EXPRESS 
EXCdESIONS  by  GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  from  LONDON  (Marylebone) 
to  more  than  200  of  the  Principal  Cities  and  Towns  in  YORKSHIRE, 
LANCASHIRE,  NORTH  of  ENGLAND,  and  SCOTLAND,  can  be  obtained  Free 
ftt  Marylebone  Station  and  Agencies  on  and  after  December  8th,  or  will  be 
lorwarded,  post  free,  to  any  address  from' 

PUBLICITY  DEPARTMENT,  216,  Marylebone  Road,  N.W, 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

JLII^GI^JBRS  SHOULD  VISIT 


WEYMOUTH, 
EXETER, 
DAWLI8H, 
DARTMOUTH, 


THE  NOTED  SEA  FISHERIES  OP 

/  8LAPTON  LAKE,  S 

)  PLYMOUTH,  < 

)  LOOE,  / 

3  POLPERRO,  / 


FOWEY, 
MEVAQI8SBV, 
FALMOUTH, 
PENZANCE. 


ALSO  the  NUMEROUS  FISHING  STATIONS  on  the 
TJPPSR   REACHES   OE   THE  THAMES. 


TOURIST  ana 
WEEK-END  TICKETS. 


DIRECT  ROUTE  to 

PRINCIPAL  FISHING  STATIONS. 


For  full  particulars,  send  a  postcard  to  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Paddington  Station,  W. 

JAMES  C.   INGUS,  General  Manacer. 


GAMAGE'S  FO"  all  fishing  requisites 


Complete  O'utfits  for  Coarse  and  Sea  Fishing. 

HICKORY  BOTTOM  AND  TROLUMO  RODS,  12  ft.,  4  joints,  2  tops,  from  5/. 
HICKORY  GENERAL  ROD,  hollow  butt,  12  ft.,  4  joiuts,  3  tope,  bronzed  fittings,  lO/- 

WHOLE  CANB  PUNT  RODS,  2  greenheart  tops,  cork  grips,  rubber  buttons,  10  ft,  lO/Bt  ditto,  12  ft.,  12/m. 

EAST  INDIA  CANE  PUNT  ROD,  10  ft.,  polished  swell  grip,  2  tops,  universal  fittings,  B/B. 

OUR  NOTED  THAMES  BANK  ROD,  16  ft.,  4  joints,  polished  wood  butt,  bronzed  universal  fittings,  marvellona  value, 
COMPLETE  SET  OF  4  LINES,  on  boxwood  winder,  fitted  in  solid  leather  case,  B/B. 
OAMAOE'S  3-YARD  CASTS,  all  grades,  Otf.  each. 

TWO  JOINT  ASH  SEA  ROD,  universal  winch  fittings,  snake  rings,  pulley  end,  3/B. 
TWO  JOINT  EAST  INDIA  CANE  SEA  ROD,  doable  brazed,  greenheart  tops,  swell  grip,  8  ft.,  5/8. 
OUR  POPULAR  SEA  ROD,  E.I.C.  butt,  greenheart  or  lancewood  top,  pulley  end,  swell  grip,  bronzed  fittings,  B/B. 
THE  SERVICEABLE  SEA  ROD,  E.I.C.  butt,  swell  grip,  2  greenheart  teps,  double  brazed,  bronzed  fittings,  Ig/B. 
OUR  SPECIAL  "  BALLYCOTTON  "  ROD,  2  joints,  butt,  best  selected  Tonquln  cane,  closely  whipped,  double  cork  erlB,  peroelain 

rings,  2  greenheart  tops,  1  pulley  double  brazed,  rubber  button,  27/B.i 
OUR  B.S.A.  SEA  REEL,  solid  brass  back,  brass  rims,  4  in.,  B/-  ;  4i  in.,  B/B ;  5  in.,  7/B ;  6i  in.,  8/3 ;  8  In.,  lO/B. 
OUR  CELEBRATED  "  ALPHA  "  SEA  XLINE,  cable  laid,  No.a,  3/B ;  2,  3/- ;  3,  S/B  per  100  yards. 
"  THE  OAMABE  FEATHERTOUCH  "  3-BOOM  PATERNOSTER,  the  most  effective  and  sensitive  yet  Introduced, 
BEST  BRONZED  EYED  SEA  HOOKS,  on  twisted  gut,  all  shapes.and  sizes,  from  1/.  per  doz.- 1 

Please  write  for  Sample  of  Lines  and  post  free  Catalogue. 

A,   W.  GAMAGE,  LTD,,  HOLBORM,  LONDOM,  E,G, 


THE    VmaiSO    GASKTTK,- DKCKMKER    9S,  I90G 


S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  Limited, 


T6l«gPaph  :  ALLCOCK.  REDDITCH."i 
Telephone :  No.  2,  RHDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


1BA0£  HARK, 


Awarded  the  "Grand  Prix"  Paris,  1900;  "Double  Grand  Prix"  Libge,  1905. 


SEA  RODS,  REELS,  TACKLE,  &c. 


No. 

6043  The  "Ailcock"  Standard  Steel  Wood  Sea 

Rod,  graduated  winch  fittings,  2  joint,  double  brazed,  rubber  button, 
porcelain  rings,  7  ft. 

6045    Ditto,  ditto,  double  whipped,  with  silk  and  rust-proof  wire. 

6068  1-Joint  Split  Cane  Sea  or  Tarpon  Rod,  agate 

bridge  and  end  rings,  doable  cork  handle,  rubber  button,  superior 
finish,  7  ft. 

6060  2-Joint  Split  Cane  Sea  or  Tarpon  Rod,  agate 

bridge  and  end  rings,  lock  joints,  double  cork  handle,  rubber  button, 
superior  finish,  7,  8,  and  9  ft. 

6061  3-Joint  Split  Cane  Sea  or  Tarpon  Rod,  agate 

bridge  and  end  rings,  lock  joints,  double  cork  handle,  rubber  button, 
superior  finish,  7,  8,  and  9  feet. 

6072  Geen'S  Pollack  Rod,  in  E.I.  cane,  2  joint,  cork  handle, 
porcelain  bridge  and  end  rings,  rubber  button,  6J  ft. 

5149  Superior  Finished  Walnut  WOOd  Sea  Reel,  with 
special  improyed  pattern  brass  back,  brass  lined,  brass  flange,  pear- 
shaped  handles  in  cup  collets,  optional  check,  winged  nut,  exceptionally 
strong,  4,  4^,  5,  5^,  6,  7,  8  ins. 


No. 
6073 

6084 

6114 
5278 

5278i 

5974 

6120 

5696i 
6145 

6137 
4793b 


Geen'S  Pollack  Rod,  in  Greenheart,  2  joint,  special 
stained,  porcelain  bridge  and  end  rings,  rubber  button,  6J  ft. 

Best  Wood  Sea  Rod,  2-joint,  standard  suction  joint, 
double  cork  handle,  porcelain  rings,  double  braaed,  rubber  button. 
7  and  8  ft. 

Heane's  Patent  Brake  and  Line  Guard. 

Special  Strong  Cong^er  Eel  Line,  40  fathoms,  fitted  with 
swivel  conger  eel  hook,  with  cof^er  wire  whippings  extending  10  ins, 
up  from  hook. 

Ditto,  ditto,  with  four  1  lb.  Barrel  Leads. 

Improved  Ball's  Eyed  Sea  Hooks. 

The  Sea  Angrler's  Boom  (Patent),  all  brass, 

straight  pull  Sea  Paternoster,  3.  booms,  with  revolving  swivel  link  on 
end  of  each  boom. 
Watch-shaped  Leads,  made  in  sizes  2,  4,  6,  8  oz. 

The  Patent  "Grip  "  Sea  Lead,  made  in  sizes  2,  4, 

6,  8,  10,  12  ozs. 

The  Sea  Fisher's  Mussel  Knife. 

Twisted  Gut  Paternosters  with  3  Straight-puD 

suspenders,  as  invented  by  Mr.  Kirby. 


No.  4793b. 

No.  6072. 

The  "Hercules"  Patent  Rust-Proof  Wire  Line,  specially  recommended  for  Sea  Fishing. 


Frinted  by  WaHAM  CM)WES  &  SONS,  Limited,  Duke  Street,  Stamford  Street,  London,  8.H.,  and  Pnblished  by  Thb  Fisbino  GAiKKTTR,  Limited, 

St.  Duitstan's  House,  Fetter  Laue,  Londoo,  B.C.— DecetDber  21,  1906. 


Il 


